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B  HAVE  completed  (jur  labors  in  writing  and  compiling  the  Portrait  and  Bio- 
iGRAPHiCAL  Album  of  this  county,  and  wish,  in  presenting  it  to  our  patrons,  to  speak 
L™  briefly  of  the  importance  of  local  works  of  this  nature.  It  is  certainly  the  duty 
of  the  present  to  commemorate  the  past,  to  perpetuatethe  names  of  the  pioneers, 
to  furnish  a  record  of  their  early  settlement,  and  to  relate  the  story  of  their  progress. 
The  civilization  of  our  day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age,  and  this  solemn  duty  which 
men  of  the  present  time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to  themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demar.d  that  a  record  of  tlieir  lives  and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  local  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to  enliven  the  mental  faculties,  andto  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a  safe 
vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the  people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  region  from  its 
primitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly  the  noble  men,  who  in  their  vigor  and  prime 
came  early  to  the  county  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their  heritage,  are  passing  to  their 
graves.  The  number  rejnaining  who  can  relate  the  history  of  the  first  days  of  settlement  is 
becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an  actual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  his- 
torical matter  without  delay,  before  the  settlers  of  the  wilderness  are  cut  down  by  time.  Not  only 
is  itof  the  greatest  importance  to  render  history  of  pioneer  times  full  and  accurate,but  it  is  also  essen- 
tial that  the  history  of  the  county,  from  its  settlement  to  the  present  day,  should  be  treated  through  its  various 
phases,  so  that  a  record,  complete  and  impartial,  may  be  handed  down  to  the  future.  The  present  tlie  age 
of  progress,  is  reviewed,  standing  out  in  bold  relief  over  the  quiet,  unostentatious  olden  times  ;  it  is  abrilliant 
record,  which  is  destined  to  live  in  the  future;  the  good  works  of  men,  their  magnificent  enterprises,  theii 
lives,  whether  commercial  or  military,  do  not  sink  into  oblivion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  grow  brighter  with  age, 
and  contribute  to  build  up  a  record  which  carries  with  it  precedents  and  principles  that  will  be  advanced  and 
observed  when  the  acts  of  soulless  men  will  be  forgotten  and  their  very  names  hidden  in  obscurity. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  personal  sketches  contained  in  this  volume,  unusual  care  and  pains  were 
taken  to  have  them  accurate,  even  in  the  smallest  detail.  Indeed,  nothing  was  passed  lightly  over  or  treated 
indifferently;  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  accurate  works  of  its  nature  ever  published. 
As  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  this  work,  we  present  the  portraits  of  numerous  represent- 
ative citizens.  It  has  been  our  aim  to  have  tlie  prominent  men  of  to-day,  as  well,as  the  pioneers,  represented 
in  this  department;  and  we  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  uniformly  high  character  of  the  gentlemen  whose 
portraits  we  present.  They  are  in  the  strictest  sense  representative  men,  and  are  selected  from  all  the  call- 
ings and  professions  worthy  to  be  given.  There  are  others,  it  is  true,  who  claim  equal  prominence  with 
those  given ;  but  of  course  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  give  portraits  of  all  the  leading  men  and  pioneers 
of  the  county.  We  are  under  great  obligation  to  many  of  the  noble  and  generous  people  of  this  county 
for  kindly  and  material  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this  Album. 


¥ 


Chicago,  Marcb,  1888. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
^  born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
■^^'Feb.  v,2  2,    1732.     His  parents 
were    Augustine     and     Mary 
(Ball)  Washington.  The  family 
to  whichjie  belonged  has  not 
been    satisfactorily  traced    in 
England.      His     great-grand- 
father, John  Washington,  em- 
igrated to  Virginia  about  1657, 
and    became     a     prosperous 
planter.      He  had    two    sons, 
Lawrence    and     John.      The 
former   married    Mildred    Warner 
and    had    three    children,    John, 
Augustine  and  Mildred.      Augus- 
tine,  the   father  of   George,  first 
married    Jane   Butler,    who    bore 
him  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.     Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,   the    others    being    Betty, 
Samuel,  John   Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
in    1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.     To   his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed    an   estate  on 
the    Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount   Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.    George 
received   only  such  education   as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
scliool,   when    he    received    private     instruction    in 
'  '  mathematics.      His    spelling  v/as   rather   defective. 

A* 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physical 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  early  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  1 4  years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  to 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  tnade  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 
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trip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  he  came  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  \Vashington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinctior.  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Wasliington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelin  >  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  army,  he 
look  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
to  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
active  and  imixirtant  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the  port 
of  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  Con- 
gress of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia.Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  ix)ssible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
resjxjnsible  office  was  conferred  upon  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  member  of  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  wo\ild  keep  an  exact  account 
of  expenses  and  expect  Congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  17S3,  Washington,  in 
a  parting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  Hie. 

Ill  February,  1 7 89,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  new 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverisjied  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judgment  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  iiis  second  term  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  life.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose 
seemed  likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France. 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  12,  he  took 
a  seveie  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  h's  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wiih  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
he  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  jierson  of  Washington  was  unusally  tall,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  was 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmetry. 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  being  dull 
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OHN  ADAMS,  the  second 
,  President  and  the  first  Vice- 
fe  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  in  Braintree  { now 
Quincy  ),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
-"  miles  from  Boston,  Oct.  ig, 
1735.  His  great-grandfather,  Henry- 
Adams,  emigrated  from  England 
about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
\  sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The 
parents  of  John  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  to  which  he  added  the  bus- 
iness of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  John,  a  classical  educa- 
tion at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
"school  of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
profession,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  fluent  of  speech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive powers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (1765),  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  ix)pulat 
throughout  the  Provmce,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  the 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde 
pendence.  This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  througl 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  the 
glow  of  e.xcited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says, "the 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  .Nnierica;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  Be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  shows, 
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games,  sjxirts,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  conlinent  to  the  other,  from  this 
time  forward  for  ever.  Vou  will  think  me  trans}X)rted 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  support  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  co-operate  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
posed him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  important  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  goto  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
Bath,  ^\'hile  in  England,  still  drooping  anddespond- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot, he  made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  17 88. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
.\dams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .\gain 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President, though  not  without  much  opjjosition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years, he  was  succeeded  by 
.Mr.  Jefferson,  his  oppfinent  in  politics. 

While    Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  upon  this  point  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  organ- 
ized, Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France'. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strength 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
supporting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER."  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes  ;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"  Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  nt  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests.was  intellectual  ard  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  his 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  unconrteotis. 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
born  April  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
Sywell,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
His  [larents  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diligently  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
and  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
and  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
hours  a  day  to  haid  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  political  life.  In  1769  he  was  chosen 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  In 
1772 he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow. 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  there 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  yet 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernon, 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776.     What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast— 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  .vas  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
soverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
iif  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarleton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Moniicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  States 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  I,  1794-  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an"  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
to  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  supposed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
forty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lic, and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses,— 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses,— and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  tho 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
diiy,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  that 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  airof  the  fiftieth 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day,— the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 
Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  liis  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom  ;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  desponding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,_  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
white  and  silvery  ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  countenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  his  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  Constitution,"  and  fourth 
^"^  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Virginia, 
"^  June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  iinjxirtant 
events  in  that  heroic  period  of  our 
country  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great   republic  were 
laid.  He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution   of  the    United 
States  to   be   called    to   his    eternal 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  the  Nev/  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake but  15  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  was  an  opulent 
planter,  residing  upon  a  very  fine  es- 
tate called  "Montpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  niansion  was  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque and  romantic,  on  the  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  foot  of 
Blue  Ridge.  It  was  but  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  personal  and 
]X)litical  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 

mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.     At  the  age  of 

18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New   Jersey. 

^ '  Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 


prudent zeal ;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  i,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  v/ith  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf 
quent  career. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  of 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  diiected  especial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unequalled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
(1777),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election  ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  ^  irginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  apixsinted.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
was  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention  ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  ix)wer  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  exjxiunding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 
-.^ 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  t8th  of  June,  r8i2.  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  i8i3)  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infant 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling with  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1S13,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  LInited  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  tliousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  Wliite 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815,  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  liis  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
a^ 


t 


IP 


h 


FIFTH  PRESIDENT. 


35 


PEQES  n]OIlROE. 


AMES  MONROE,  the  fifth 
President  of  The  United  States, 
was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early- 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years  resided  in  the  prov- 
ince in  which  he  was  born.  When, 
at  17  years  of  age,  in  the  process 
of  completing  his  education  at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  at  Phila- 
delphia to  deliberate  upon  the  un- 
just and  manifold  oppressions  of 
Great  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the  Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  tories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
tending with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 
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for  liberty.  Firmly  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleam  Heights  and  White 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fled 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  months 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patriots 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  batde  of 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  the  act  of  charg- 
ing upon  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr.  Monroe  was  pro- 
moted a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  the  army.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam- 
paigns of  T777  and  T778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-de-camp ;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  his 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwards 
employed  with  unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good, 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen    a   member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
^,hinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
that  it  gave  too  much  iX)Wcr  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  17S9,  he  became  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Senate ;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  power,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  possibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  liis  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  tlie  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  powers.  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
tiieir  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
develo[)ed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  (xilicy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  ('onvention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  tiuee  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-operate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tneir  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  tlie  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Department 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
l^iration  of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec- 
tion held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
upon  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.'' 

Tliis  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  st;ites,  and  did  not  wish 
to  have  European  powers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due portions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  powers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediatel)'  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  LInited  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  fecond  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July,  1831. 
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OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
sixth  President  of  the  United 
'States,  was   born  in   the   rural 
home   of  his    honored    father, 
John  Adams,  m  Quincy,  Mass., 
on  the  I  ith  cf  July,  1767.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
worth,  watched  over  liis  childhood 
during   the  almost   constant    ab- 
sence of   his   father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  mother  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Buni<er's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the    conflagration   of 
Charlestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  his  mother, 
to  sail  with  his  fatner  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
country,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  study;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  I.eyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretary. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
his  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintance 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Continent; 
examining  arcnitectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  of 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  After 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  and 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  wiih  the  etiquette  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, must  have  been  extremely  attractive; 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  be 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  support. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reach'ed 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Great  Britian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  to  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  Init  requesting 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions,  ^^'hile  waiting  he  was  mairied  to  an 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,— Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  London  ; 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  those  accom- 
plishment which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined. 
■► 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1S02,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1S04.  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Especially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
f^imiliar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  upon 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  iSog,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Qnincy  .\dams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  .Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  forthe  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's administration,  Mr,  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  upon 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
the  past  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temperate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  question  now  began  to  assume 
portentous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, towering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle'  for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"  the  old  man  eloquent."  Upon  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Probably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  against 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  persisting  in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination  ■ 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  repeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra)er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2istof  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  jiaraly- 
sis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  tlie  end  of  earth  ;'W\^x\  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  ^' I  am  content."  These  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand    "Old    Man    Eloquent." 
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NDREW  JACKSON,  the 
seventh  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  poor  emigrants 
from  Ireland,  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
universally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rough,  rude,  turbulent  boy.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly; and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,  made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
blow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
his  death.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  in   obtaining   their  exchange. 
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and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illness 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirniisii 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  179 1,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  sur[)rise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the  divorce  had  just  been 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur- 
rence was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes- 
sion, and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  meml  cr  in 
the  National  House  of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress   then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred   miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  a 
complimentar)'  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  wiio  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  position  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  18 12  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
would  do  credit  tu  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
offered  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
the  men  were  ordered  liack  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  Old  Hickory." 

Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brotlier  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  \\\Knw  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  froin 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  sel- 
lers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  estaljlished  a  strong  fort  on 
oneof  thebendsof  theTallaixjosa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  lielow  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  thousand  men,  (ien.  Jackson 
traversed  tlie  [jalhless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 
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of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  ot 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  brea.st- 
work  of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  ever)- one  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
power  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  .\\igust,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march,  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  little 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Cien.  Jackson  an  imiierishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  l)y  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son's  life  were   that   of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
eighth      President     of     the 
United  States,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.   5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.       His 
body  rests  in   tlie  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite   shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up   on   one    face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  zest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  e.\emplary  piety. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  tiie 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
years  of  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
a  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  powers,  he  pur- 
sued" his  studies  witli  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  years  in  an  office  in  his    native  village, 
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he  went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  politician.  He  had, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  espoused  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th.: 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  i8i 2,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  tlie  Slate. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic   party,  he   had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  182  I  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention  secured 
the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  position  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1 82 7,  John  Quincy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected  to 
the  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
"State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded throughout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
to  touch  the  secret  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
the  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  political  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
stealthily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  tiiought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
apixyinted  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  State.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
aprxsinted  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
ref'-sed   to   ratify  the  nomination,   and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled ;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
frowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite; and  this,  probably  more  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu- 
tive. On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  power  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in  - 
volve  this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  e.xception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  .Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  positions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald, 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life.  ^  ' 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, the  ninth   President  of 
the   United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va.,  Feb.  9,  1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
son, was  in  comparatively  op- 
ulent circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
Washington,  was  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
among  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  the 
British  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
rison   and   John   Hancock    were 
both  candidates  for  the  office  of 
speaker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
was  twice  re-elected.  His  son, 
William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 
in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  soon  after  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the   remonstrances   of  his   friends,    he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
' '  having  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent  Washington.      He  was  then  but   19  years  old. 

From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
death  he  resigned  his  commission.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  the  North-western  Territory.  This 
Territory  was  then  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
Congress  and  Capt.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "  The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  to  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
three  white  settlements  in  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  Louisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  the  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians.  About 
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the  year  iSo6,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  One  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "'  The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  OUiwacheca,  or  "The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
in  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approacliing  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  jxisted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
upon  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  liy  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  just  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desi)eration  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of   bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
»us  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
s|>eedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
trooi)s  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned  :  they  then  made  a  siniiiltaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    the    foe, 
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Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re- 
sponsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle^  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  181 6,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  spoke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  i8ig,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re-nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election  ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisv-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
,  Presidentof  the  United  States. 
He  was  born  in  Charles-city* 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790.  He 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high   social    po- 
sition.    At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and   Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,   he  devoted   him- 
self with    great   assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father   and   partly  with   Edmund 
Randolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
et of  the  court  in  which  he  was 
not  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive  years  he 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was    elected 

a  member  of  Congress.     Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 

ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 

bank,  internal  improvements  by  the  General  Govern- 
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ment,  a  protective  tariff,  and  advocatmg  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
vigilance  over  State  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  he  found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  State.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.     His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 

John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opposed  the  tariff;  he  spoke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional ;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification  ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession,     There  was  a  split  in  the  Democratic 
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party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
fersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  compli- 
ments upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-si.x.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
sequence of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate aftaits  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  audit  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  remo\ed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  \Vhigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
1839.  The  majority  of  votes  were  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointment  ot 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  t84i,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus  found  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our 
countrj' that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  iiome  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
.\pril  was  inaugurated  to  the  iiigh  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
op[X)sed  to  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honest  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  tliem,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own  ?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  tlie  pub- 
lic; welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  re<  commended  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  Ijill  for  the 
incfjr[)oratioii  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days' delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      \\v   su'^'gested,   however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  tlieir  arms.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  AH  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance 
between  the  Whigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabmet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unspeakable  relief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  t844.  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charles -city  Co.,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  uiformation  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  \\'ith  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State- 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  desiroy,  by 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,  he  was  taken  sick  and  soon  died. 
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1 1.;& President  of  the  United  States, 

was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 

N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.     His  par- 

g.  ents  were   Samuel   and    Jane 

(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 

of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 

at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the 

first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  and  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samuel  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Duck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry Co.,  they  reared  their  log  huts, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
hard  toil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk  spent  the 
early  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit of  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  common 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
principles  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  endure  a 
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sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  no  taste  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a  half 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Repubhcan, 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  politi- 
cal faith.  He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  stump. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished  morals,  genial  and 
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courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislatnre  of  Tennessee.  Here  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
rinued  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
member,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
always  in  his  seat,  always  courteous  ;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  point,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  per- 
fonned  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1S39. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  14th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,  took  the  oath  ofoffice  at  Nashville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passports  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 
4« 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  was 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  war 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,"  then  of  "occupation," 
then  of  "  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
size  of  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right :  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  sth,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge — was  then  sweeping  up 
the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  isth  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen, 
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ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 

1784,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.     His 

^^^^^^«  father,  Colonel  Taylor,  was 
a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
^  tinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
was  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  18 1 2,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison,on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 
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company  of  infantry  numbering  fifty  men,  many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
waving  a  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared,  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  no  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  point, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  thie 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTaylor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.  There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in. 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black-Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1S36,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  comisel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
had  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
here  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1S38,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula,  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
and  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west, This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imix)sed  ujxjn  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Me.xico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  liis  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
\\\e.  sobrit/uel  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Tne  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful ix)pularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolislied,  un- 
lettered, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  toil;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
their  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  wliose   name 
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had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles.  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  glh  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  "  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side pocket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  co.xcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short, 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfortable,  labor- 
saving  contempt   for  learning  of  every  kind." 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
'  States,  was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
cumstances. Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been 
said  that  she  possessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
quisite sensibilities.  She  died  in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished  prom- 
ise, though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vantages for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  were 
very  imperfect  institutions;  and  books  were  scarce 
and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  upon  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  farmer's  boy ; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
and  had  laid  the  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  where  some 
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enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 
village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  spent  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  with 
books.  His  thirst  for  knowledge  became  insatiate ; 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-informed, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appearance 
and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  happened  that 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, — who  was  struck  with  the  prepossessing  ap- 
pearance of  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
r.o  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  verj'  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Most  gratefully  the  generous 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is  supposed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  graduated  at  some  col- 
lege. But  many  a  boy  loiters  through  university  halls 
ind  then  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1S23,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  fortune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ;  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1829, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  and  his  sympathies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degree  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  strength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  uixin  the  ])ublic  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was  elected  Comptroller  of    the   State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesofZachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. He  appointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  opposition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  power  to  conciliate 
the  South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
theinadequacyof  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  population  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmore's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
retirement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8, 
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RANKLIN     PIERCE,   the 
fourteenth    President  of  the 
'  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough,    N.    H.,    Nov. 
23,  1804.     His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary   soldier,   who, 
with    his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed   out  a    liome   in   the 
wilderness.     He  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    integrity;     of 
strong,  though   uncultivated 
mind,  and  an  uncompromis- 
ing Democrat.      The   mother  of 
Franklin  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire, — an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speaking  kind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Witliout  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Frankhn  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty, 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  memberin 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoied.   Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1S38,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  ujx)n  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  portion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27  th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  imix)rtant  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  ent4iusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  political  ques- 
tions, giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro-slavery 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  compromise 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  approval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.'' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  conse- 
quently regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  they  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  i2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Gnly  four  States — Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   on    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be- 
tween slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  point.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "  irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office.  The  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
cated those  measures  of  Government  which  they  ap- 
proved, and  perhaps,  also,  feeling  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
killed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen- 
erous to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his  towns- 
people were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the  Allegha- 
nies,  in  Franklin  Co.,  Penn,,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place 
where  the  humble  cabin  of  his 
father  stood  was  called  Stony 
Batter.  It  was  a  wild  and  ro- 
mantic spot  in  a  gorge  of  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  poor  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  property  save  his 
own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  intellectual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  years  of  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
jjrogress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  powers    en- 


abled  him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  subjects  with 
facility. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  class.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  of 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  suc- 
cessfully defended  before  the  State  Senate  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  of 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  lu- 
crative practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  upon  his  elevation  to  llie  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  Wright  and  Calhoun.  He  advocated  the  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  countiy  ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  deixjsits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  ix>wer  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  '"  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  e.xists." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  agjinst  tJie  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugitive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side ;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
ceived 114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March  4th,  1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 
Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  wliom  he  had  been 
allied  in  [wlitical  jjrinciples  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  ufKjn  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  i)e  linman  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  .Mr.  I^uchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 
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ciples,  consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws, 
he  could  not,  without  [lerjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominated  Abraham  Lmcoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slavery 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offerthem 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholders 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
the  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  its 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  which 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  This 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with 
his  hand  upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston;  Fort  Sumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized ;  our  depots  of  military  stores  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  tlie  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cani.ot  recall  it  with 
pleasure..  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  tliat  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellion. 
He  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,   June    i,    1868. 
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BRAHAM    LINCOLN,    the 

sixteenth  President  of  the 
^United  States,  was  born  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
09.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
family  and  moved  into  the  then 
wilds  of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  still  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  was  stealthily  approached  by 
an  Indian  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with  five 
little  children,  three  boys  and  two 
girls.  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
boys,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
President  of  the  United  States 
whose  name  must  henceforth  fo»-ever  be  enrolled 
with  the  most  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  one  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
the  poorest  of  the  poor.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
log -cabin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Education  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  write.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
less, wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
laborer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty-eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  e.xclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 

two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  Ijecame  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There  v^fere  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sister 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830, 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  this 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  their 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  liecame 
strictly  temperate ;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain ;"  and  a  profane  expression  he 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontaminated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborer 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  emjiloyed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat. 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  dowr^ 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven- 
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ture  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  upon 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1S32,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black.  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
lackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected.  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  books,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
I S36  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
soon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1 85  8  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
slavery  questioii,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
:he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  .\n  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
urominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  which  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  aslittle  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fi.x  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplaceinthe  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  [xjured  ujwn  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stopping  in  all  the  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  frought 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to"  get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  at 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  had 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great   an.xiety  was   felt  by  all  loyal  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opponents  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  positions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  upon  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  responsibilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bo'^h  [lersonal  and  national  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  for  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  oneof  thein.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  te  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  speechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  filly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  will 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his  country- 
men being  unable  to  decide    which  is    the   greater. 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
teenth President  of  the  United 
States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  record  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
was  born  December  29,  1808, 
jn  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  the 
poor  whites  "  of  the  South,  were 
ni  such  circumstances,  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slight- 
est advantages  of  education  upon 
their  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  herorically  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
learned  his  letters.  Hfe  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  on- 
ward laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  hours 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreation  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos- 
sessed some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature, 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Van 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resjjonsible  ix)si- 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abiU 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1S57,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  people  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  free  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
South  persons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic  ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i860,  he 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of  the  South- 
irn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  iiKonsistency  with,  and  the  rnost  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the    trial   began   March   23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  cliange  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotently, 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  day  s  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Greenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,  on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstrarion  of  respect. 
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LYSSES     S.    GRANT,    the 
eighteenth    President   of  the 
•  United  States,  was   born   on 
the  2gth   of  April,    1822,   of 
Chnstian  parents,  in  a  humble 
'  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his   father   moved   to    George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier   hamlet,    Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation.     At  the  age   of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he    entered 
the    Military    Academy    at    West 
Point.     Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
solid,  sensible  young  man   of  fair  abilities,   and   of 
sturdy,  honest  character.     He  took   respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.     In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.     Two  years  he  past   in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond    and   exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  eshibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
he  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
^  r    side  of  the  anipvil,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
to  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  fanii  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  farmer.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sara  has  educated  me  for  the  army;  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government,     On  the  15  th  of  y 
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June,  iS6i,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
district  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  tlie  duties  of  his  new  office. 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  of 
the  army  toconcentratethe  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5  th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United   States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 


*^»-4^ 


•►-■-♦ 


^Cy\^^.j-^^% 


J 


Hl-^* 


NINETEENTH  VRESIDENT. 


9» 


UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
the  nineteenth  President  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
tune overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was  a  manufac- 
turer of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  inNewHaven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 
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born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious, 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me- 
chanical turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  181 2,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to   Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  nor  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter- 
mined to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  i8t7.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,  of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birtli  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.-Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night."  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
familiar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
boy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
him,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
him.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "You 
wait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
President  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
sister  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
sition, and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  education;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies'  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  tlie  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  vvent  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

In  T849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent life.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Weljb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Cliihcothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  i)ody  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as'^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.Chase, 
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Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman- 
hood. The  Literary  Cluu  brought  Mr.  Hayes  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulness  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  of 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Council 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sunipter  found  him  eager  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  coimtr)'. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1 86 2,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  ba,ttle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "for gallant  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army;  but  he  finally  declared,  "I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio, 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  vifas  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in   1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  however,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  ov.° 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth President  of  the  United 
States,    was    born    Nov.    19, 
1831,  in  the  woods  of  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O      His    par- 
ents were  Abram  and    EHza 
(Ballou)    Garfield,   both   of  New 
England  ancestry  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
5  tory  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
try, but  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
poor  Ohio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
was  about  20x30  feet,  built  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
hard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
their  four  children — Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
James.  In  May,  1823,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire,  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biother's 
toil  and  self  sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
ters live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  I0  aid  his  widowed 
T  mother  in  he'  etmggles  to  keep  the  little  family  to- 
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gether.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor, 
the  humblest  fiiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  plain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  he 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  to  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtain 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city. 
After  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with- 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  went 
home,  and  attended  the  seminar;'  at  Chester  for 
about  three  years,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way. 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  hon- 
ors of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Yale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
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"  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
histor)',  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
my  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
his  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called '  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  comnmnions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
church  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
tarian  charity  for  all  'who  love  our  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  i  r,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in  1856, 
in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Lifantry,  Aug. 
14,  i86r.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
(Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  tiie 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
^'    crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "Chief  of  Staff." 

^The  military  bJstory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gen.  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  si.xty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  There  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  r88o. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says  :  "  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  a 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  which 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  mstruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favor  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  farther 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  pow.er  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  exe- 
cuted,  in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  dee^. 
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HESTER      A.      ARTHUR, 

^twenty-first    Presi'^.^ui  of  the 

"United   States,    was    born    in 

Franklin  Cour  ty,  Vermont,  on 

thefifthof  Oc'ober,  1830,  and  is 

the  oldest   of  a   family    of  two 

sons  and    five    daughters.     His 

father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 

Arthur,  aBaptistc)',fgyman,who 

emigrated  to  tb.s  countr)'  from 

the  county  Antam,  Ireland,   in 

his  18th  year,  and  died  in  r875,  in 

Newtonville,   neai    Albany,   after  a 

long  and  successful  ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
in  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  raarrVd  the  daughter  of  Lieutenant 
^^4*. 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  r852  that  Jon- 
athan Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs. 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  eorapanies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge- Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  hmi  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  i86r,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
20,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  leading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
March  4,  i88f,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moments  of 
1  r  anxious  suspense,  when,  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  ]3osition  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  assume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1881.  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  policy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  important  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  by  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  so 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
LANDjthetwenty-second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N.  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
half-story  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  of  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
larger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  $100  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in- 
definite length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "  flashes  of  genius  "  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Utica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  for  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
he  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
there  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
ask  the  advice  of  iiis  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
speak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "  Good  gracious !  "  remarked 
the  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed .''  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head.''  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  wiiiic  iic  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bovven  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  them  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
he  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
but  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  .Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punishment  uiwn  two 
criminals.  In  i88i  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
r  pedal  reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract :  "  This  is  a  time  for 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  1S82, 
and  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
ri,  t884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  r885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F.  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York  ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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HADRACH  BOND,  the  first 
Governor  of  Illinois  after  its 
organization  as  a  State,  serving 
from  1818  to  1822,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
in  the  year  1773,  and  was 
raised  a  farmer  on  his  father's 
plantation,  receiving  only  a  plain 
English  education.  He  emigrated 
to  this  State  in  1794,  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "Northwest  Territory," 
continuing  in  the  vocation  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  his  native 
State,  in  the  "  New  Design,"  near 
Eagle  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County.  He  served  several  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  Territory,  after  it  was  organized  as  such, 
and  in  1812-14  he  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Congresses,  taking  his  seat  Dec.  3, 
181 2,  and  serving  until  Oct.  3,  1814.  These  were 
the  times,  the  reader  will  recollect,  when  this  Gov- 
ernment had  its  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
The  year  1812  is  also  noted  in  the  history  of  this 
State  as  that  in  which  the  first  Territorial  Legislature 
was  held.  It  convened  at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  25,  and 
adjourned  Dec.  26,  following. 

While  serving  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  Mr.  Bond 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion on  the  public  domain.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
term  at  Washington  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  then  the  capital  of  tjie 
Territory.      In   company   with  John   G.    Comyges, 


Thomas  H.  Harris,  Charles  Slade,  Michael  Jones, 
Warren  Brown,  Edward  Humphries  and  Charles  W. 
Hunter,  he  became  a  proprietor  of  the  site  of  the 
initial  city  of  Cairo,  which  they  hoped,  from  its  favor- 
able location  at  the  junction  of  the  two  great 
rivers  near  the  center  of  the  Great  West,  would 
rapidly  develop  into  a  metropolis.  To  aid  the  enter- 
prise, they  obtained  a  special  charter  from  tlie  Legis- 
lature, incorporating  both  the  City  and  the  Bank  of 
Cairo. 

In  1818  Mr.  Bond  was  elected  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  being  inaugurated  Oct.  6, 
that  year,  which  was  several  weeks  before  Illinois 
was  actually  admitted.  The  facts  are  these:  In 
January,  18 18,  the  Territorial  Legislature  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  as  a 
State,  Nathaniel  Pope  being  then  Delegate.  The 
petition  was  granted,  fixing  the  northern  line  of  the 
State  on  the  latitude  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
Lake  Michigan ;  but  the  bill  was  afterward  so  amend- 
ed as  to  extend  this  line  to  its  present  latitude.  In 
July  a  convention  was  called  at  Kaskaskia  10  draft  a 
constitution,  which,  however,  was  not  submitted  to 
the  people.  By  its  provisions,  supreme  judges,  pros- 
ecuting attorneys,  county  and  circuit  judges,  record- 
ers and  justices  of  the  peace  were  all  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  or  elected  by  the  Legislature.  This 
constitution  was  accepted  by  Congress  Dec.  30.  At 
that  time  Illinois  comprised  but  eleven  counties, 
namely,  Randolph,  Madison,  Gallatin,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Jackson,  Crawford,  Bond,  Union,  Washington 
and  Franklin,  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  be- 
ing mainly  in  Madison  County.  Thus  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Bond  wag   honored  by   the   naming  of  a 
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county  before  he  was  elected  Governor.  The  present 
county  of  Bond  is  of  small  limitations,  about  60  to  80 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  For  Lieutenant  Governor 
the  people  chose  Pierre  Menard,  a  prominent  and 
worthy  Frenchman,  after  whom  a  county  in  this  State 
is  named.  In  this  election  there  were  no  opposition 
candidates,  as  the  popularity  of  these  men  had  made 
their  promotion  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  Siate,  even 
before  the  constitution  was  drafted,  a  foregone  con- 
clusion. 

The  principal  points  that  excited  the  people  in 
reference  to  political  issues  at  this  period  wjre  local 
or  "internal  improvements,"  as  they  were  called, 
State  banks,  location  of  the  capital,  slavery  and  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Mr.  Bond  represented  the  "Convention  party,"  for 
introducing  slavery  into  the  State,  supported  by  Elias 
Ke  It  Kane,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  John  Mc- 
Lean, while  Nathaniel  Pope  and  John  P.  Cook  led 
the  anti-slavery  element.  The  people,  however,  did 
not  become  very  much  excited  over  this  issue  until 
1820,  when  the  famnis  Missouri  Compromise  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  limiting  slavery  to  the  south 
of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  except  in  Missouri.  While 
this  measure  settled  the  great  slavery  controversy, 
so  far  as  the  average  public  sentiment  was  tempor- 
arily concerned,  until  1854,  when  it  was  repealed 
under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas,  the  issue 
as  considered  locally  in  this  State  was  not  decided 
until  1824,  after  a  most  furious  campaign.  (See 
sketch  of  Gov.  Coles.)  The  ticket  of  1818  was  a 
compromise  one.  Bond  representing  (moderately)  the 
pro-slavery  sentiment  and  Menard  the  anti-slavery. 

An  awkward  element  in  the  State  government 
under  Gov.  Bond's  administration,  was  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  State  constitution.  The  Convention 
wished  to  have  Elijah  C.  Berry  for  the  first  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  but,  as  it  was  believed  that  the 
new  Governor  would  not  appoint  him  to  the  office, 
the  Convention  declared  in  a  schedule  that  "an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attorney  general  and 
such  other  officers  of  the  State  as  may  be  necessary, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly."  The 
Constitution,  as  it  stood,  vested  a  very  large  apix)int- 
ing  power  in  the  Governor;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  one  man  into  office,  a  total  change  was  made, 
and  the  power  vested  in  the  Legislature.  Of  this 
provision  the  Legislature  took  advantage,  and  de- 


clared that  State's  attorneys,  canal  commissioners, 
bank  directors,  etc.,  were  all  "  officers  of  the  State  " 
and  must  therefore  be  appointed  by  itself  independ- 
ently of  the  Governor. 

During  Gov.  Bond's  administration  a  general  law 
was  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  academies  and 
towns,  and  one  authorizing  lotteries.  The  session  of 
1822  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, to  act  in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  report  on  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Wabash  River;  also  inland  navigation 
generally.  Many  improvements  were  recommended, 
some  of  which  have  been  feebly  worked  at  even  till 
the  present  day,  those  along  the  Wabash  being  of  no 
value.  Also,  during  Gov.  Bond's  term  of  office,  the 
capital  of  the  State  was  removed  from  Kaskaskia  to 
Vandalia.  In  1820  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress 
authorizing  this  State  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands.  The  State  appointed  commissioners 
to  explore  the  route  and  prepare  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  estimates,  preparatory  to  its  execution; 
but,  being  unable  out  of  its  own  resources  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  abandoned 
until  some  time  after  Congress  made  the  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  its  construction. 

On  the  whole.  Gov.  Bond's  administration  was 
fairly  good,  not  being  open  to  severe  criticism  from 
any  party.  In  1824,  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  brought  out  as  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  against  the  formidable  John  P. 
Cook,  but  received  only  4,374  votes  to  7,460  for  the 
latter.  Gov.  Bond  was  no  orator,  but  had  made 
many  fast  friends  by  a  judicious  bestowment  of  his 
gubernatorial  patronage,  and  these  worked  zealously 
for  him  in  the  campaign. 

In  1827  ex-Gov.  Bond  was  appointed  by  the  Leg- 
islature, with  Wm.  P.  McKee  and  Dr.  Gershom 
Jayne,  as  Commissioners  to  locate  a  site  for  a  peni- 
tentiary on  the  Mississippi  at  or  near  Alton. 

Mr.  Bond  was  of  a  benevolent  and  convivial  dis- 
position, a  man  of  shrewd  observation  and  clear  ap- 
preciation of  events.  His  person  was  erect,  stand- 
ing six  feet  in  heiglit,  and  after  middle  life  became 
portly,  weighing  200  pounds.  His  features  were 
strongly  masculine,  complexion  dark,  hair  jet  and 
eyes  hazel ;  was  a  favorite  with  the  ladies.  He  died 
April  1 1,  1830,  in  peace  and  contentment. 
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DWARD  COLES,  second 
Governor  of  Illinois,  1823- 
6,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1786, 
in  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  on 
the  old  family  estate  called 
"  Enniscorthy,"  on  the 
Green  Mountain.  His  fath- 
er, John  Coles,  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Having  been  fit- 
ted for  college  by  private  tutors,  he 
was  sent  to  Hampden  Sidney,  where 
he  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1805, 
when  he  was  removed  to  William  and 
Mary  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
This  college  he  left  in  the  summer  of 
1807,  a  short  time  before  the  final  and  graduating 
examination.  Among  his  classmates  were  Lieut. 
Gen.  Scott,  President  John  Tyler,  Wm.  S.  Archer, 
United  States  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  Justice 
Baldwin,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
President  of  the  latter  college.  Bishop  Madison,  was 
a  cousin  of  President  James  Madison,  and  that  cir- 
cumstance was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Coles  becoming 
personally  acquainted  with  the  President  and  re- 
ceiving a  position  as  his  private  secretary,  1809-15. 
The  family  of  Coles  was  a  prominent  one  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  mansion  was  the  seat  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Virginian  hospitality.  It  was  visited  by 
such  notables  as  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  the  Randolphs,  Tazewell,  Wirt,  etc.  At  the 
age  of  23,  young  Coles  found  himself  heir  to  a  plant- 
ation and  a  considerable  number  of  slaves.  Ever 
since  his  earlier  college  days  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  the  question  of  slavery.     He   read   every- 


thing on  the  subject  that  came  in  his  way,  and 
listened  to  lectures  on  the  rights  of  man.  The  more 
he  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  impossible 
was  it  for  him  to  reconcile  the  immortal  declaration 
"that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal  "  with  the 
practice  of  slave-holding.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to. 
free  his  slaves  the  first  opportunity,  and  even  remove 
his  residence  to  a  free  State.  One  reason  which  de- 
termined him  to  accept  the  appointment  as  private 
secretary  to  Mr.  Madison  was  because  he  believed 
that  through  the  acquaintances  lie  could  make  at 
Washington  he  could  better  determine  in  what  part 
of  the  non-slaveholding  portion  of  the  Union  he  would 
prefer  to  settle. 

The  relations  between  Mr.  Coles  and  President 
Madison,  as  well  as  Jefferson  and  other  distinguished 
men,  were  of  a  very  friendly  character,  arising  from 
the  similarity  of  their  views  on  the  question  of  slavery 
and  their  sympathy  for  each  other  in  holding  doc- 
trines so  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  senti- 
ment in  their  own  State. 

In  1857,  he  resigned  his  secretaryship  and  spent  a 
portion  of  the  following  autumn  in  exploring  the 
Northwest  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  lo- 
cation and  purchasing  lands  on  which  to  settle  his 
negroes.  He  traveled  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
an  extra  man  and  horse  for  emergencies,  through 
many  parts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
determining  finally  to  settle  in  Illinois.  At  this  time, 
however,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  our 
Government  and  Russia,  and  Mr.  Coles  was  selected 
to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  special  mission,  bear- 
ing important  papers  concerning  the  matter  at  issue. 
The  result  was  a  conviction  of  the  Emperor  (Alex- 
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ander)  of  the  error  committed  by  his  minister  at 
Washington,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the 
the  latter  from  the  post.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Coles 
visited  olher  parts  of  Europe,  especially  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Gen.  Lafayette. 

In  the  spring  of  1819,  he  removed  with  all  his 
negroes  from  Virginia  to  Edwardsville,  III,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  tliem  their  liberty.  He  did  not 
make  known  to  them  his  intention  until  one  beautiful 
morning  in  April,  as  th.ey  were  descending  the  Ohio 
River.  He  lashed  all  the  boats  together  and  called 
all  the  negroes  on  deck  and  made  them  a  short  ad- 
dress, concluding  his  remarks  by  so  expressing  him- 
self that  by  a  turn  of  a  sentence  he  proclaimed  in 
the  shortest  and  fullest  manner  that  they  were  no 
longer  slaves,  but  free  as  he  was  and  were  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  him  or  go  ashore  at  their  pleas- 
ure. A  description  of  the  effect  upon  the  negroes  is 
best  desciibed  in  his  own  language  : 

"The  effect  upon  them  was  electrical.  They  stared 
at  me  and  then  at  each  other,  as  if  doubting  the  ac- 
curacy or  reality  of  what  they  heard.  In  breathless 
silence  they  stood  before  me,  unable  to  utter  a  word, 
but  with  countenancej  beaming  with  expression  which 
no  words  could  convey,  and  which  no  language 
can  describe.  As  they  began  to  see  the  truth  of 
what  they  had  heard,  and  realize  their  situation,  there 
came  on  a  kind  of  hysterical,  giggling  laugh.  After 
a  pause  of  intense  and  unutterable  emotion,  bathed 
in  tears,  and  with  tremulous  voices,  they  gave  vent  to 
their  gratitude  and  implored  the  blessing  of  God 
on  me." 

Before  landing  he  gave  them  a  general  certificate 
of  freedom,  and  afterward  conformed  more  particu- 
larly with  tiie  law  of  this  State  requiring  that  each 
individual  should  have  a  certificate.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Coles,  all  the  more  noble  and  heroic  considering 
the  overwhelming  pro-slavery  influences  surrounding 
him,  has  challenged  tlie  admiration  of  every  philan- 
thropist of  inodern  times. 

March  5,  1819,  President  Monroe  appointed  Mr. 
Coles  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  at  Edwardsvil.s, 
at  that  tiine  one  of  the  principal  land  offices  in  the 
State.  While  acting  in  th's  capacity  and  gaining 
many  friends  by  his  (xiliteness  and  general  intelli- 
gence, the  greatest  struggle  that  ever  occurred  in 
Illinois  on  tlie  slavery  ques  ion  culminated  in  the 
furious  contest  characterizing  the  campaigns  and 
elections  of  1822-4.  In  the  summer  of  1823,  when  a 
new  Governor  was  to  be  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
ISond,  the  pro-slavery  element  divided  into  factions, 
uniting  forward  for  the  executive  office  Joseph 
Phillips,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  Thomas  C. 
Browne  and  Gen.  James  B.  Moore,  of  the  State  Mil- 
itia. The  anti-slavery  element  united  upon  Mr. 
Coles,  and,  after  one  of  the  most  bitter  campaigns, 
succeeded  in  electing  him  as  Governor.  His  plural- 
ity over  Judge  Phillips  was  only  59  in  a  total  vote  of 
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over  8,000.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  was  elected 
by  the  slavery  men.  Mr.  Coles' inauguration  speech 
was  marked  l)y  calmness,  deliberation  and  such  a 
wise  expression  of  appropriate  suggestions  as  to 
elicit  the  sanction  of  all  judicious  politicians.  But 
he  compromised  not  with  evil.  In  his  message  to 
the  Legislature,  the  seat  of  Government  being  then 
at  Vandalia,  he  strongly  urged  the  abrogation  of  the 
modified  form  of  slavery  whi';h  then  existed  in  this 
State,  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  His  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  seems  the  more  remarkable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  was  a  minority  Governor,  the 
population  of  Illinois  being  at  that  time  almost  ex- 
clusively from  slave-holding  States  and  by  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  the  perpetuation  of  that  old  relic 
of  barbarism.  The  Legislature  itself  was,  of  course, 
a  reflex  of  the  popular  sentiment,  and  a  majority  of 
them  were  led  on  by  fiery  men  in  denunciations  of 
the  conscientious  Governor,  and  in  curses  loud  and 
deep  upon  him  and  all  his  friends.  Some  of  the 
public  men,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  head  a  sort  of 
mob,  or  "  shiveree  "  party,  who  visited  the  residence 
of  the  Governor  and  others  at  Vandalia  and  yelled 
and  groaned  and  spat  fire. 

The  Constitution,  not  establishing  or  permitting 
slavery  in  this  State,  was  thought  therefore  to  be 
defective  by  the  slavery  politicians,  and  they  desired 
a  State  Convention  to  be  elected,  to  devise  and  sub- 
mit a  new  Constitution ;  and  the  dominant  politics 
of  the  day  was  "Convention"  and  "anti-Conven- 
tion." Both  parties  issued  addresses  to  the  people, 
Gov.  Coles  himself  being  the  author  of  the  address 
published  by  the  latter  party.  This  address  revealed 
the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  in  a  masterly  man- 
ner. It  is  difficult  for  us  at  this  distant  day  to  esti- 
mate the  critical  and  e.\tremely  delicate  situation  in 
which  the  Governor  was  placed  at  that  time. 

Our  hero  maintained  himself  honorably  and  with 
supreme  dignity  throughout  his  administration,  and 
in  his  honor  a  county  in  this  State  is  named.  He 
was  truly  a  great  man,  and  those  who  lived  in 
this  Slate  during  his  sojourn  here,  like  those  who 
live  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  were  too  near  to  see 
and  recognize  the  greatness  that  overshadowed  them. 

Mr.  Coles  was  married  Nov.  28,  1833,  by  Bishop 
De  Lancey,  to  Miss  Sally  Logan  Roberts,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Roberts,  a  descendant  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
whocaniito  this  country  with  Wm.    Penn  in    1682. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Gov. 
Coles  continued  his  residen-e  in  Edwardsville,  sup- 
erintending his  farm  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  fond 
of  agriculture,  and  was  the  founder  of  tlie  first  agri- 
cultural society  in  the  State.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  however,  and  having  no  family  to  tie  him 
down,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Eastern  cities. 
About  1832  he  changed  his  residence  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  died  July  7,  1868,  and  is  buried  at 
Woodland,  near  that  city. 
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INIAN  EDWARDS,  Governor 
from  1827  to  1830,  was  a  son 
of  Benjamin  Edwards,  and 
was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Maryland,  in  March, 
1775.  His  domestic  train- 
V'  ing  was  well  fitted  to  give 
his  mind  strength,  firmness  and 
honoiable  principles,  and  a  good 
foundation  was  laid  for  the  elevated 
character  to  which  he  afterwards 
attained.  His  parents  were  Bap- 
tists, and  very  strict  in  their  moral 
principles.  His  education  in  early 
youth  was  in  company  with  and 
partly  under  the  tuition  of  Hon.Wm. 
Wirt,  whom  his  father  patronized 
and  who  was  more  than  two  years 
older.  An  intimacy  was  thus 
formed  between  them  which  was  lasting  for  life.  He 
was  further  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  at  Car 
lisle,  Pa.  He  next  commenced  the  study  of  law,  but 
before  completing  his  course  he  moved  to  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  to  open  a  farm  for  his  father  and  to 
purchase  homes  and  locate  lands  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  Here  he  fell  in  the  company  of  dissolute 
companions,  and  for  several  years  led  the  life  of  a 
spendtlirift.  He  was,  however,  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  as  the  Representative  of  Nelson 
County  before  he  was  2  i  years  of  age,  and  was  re- 
elected by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 


In  r798  he  was  licensed  to  practice  law,  and  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Courts  of  Tennes- 
see. About  this  time  he  left  Nelson  County  for 
Russellville,  in  Login  County,  broke  away  from  his 
dissolute  companions,  commenced  a  reformation  and 
devoted  himself  to  severe  and  laborious  study.  He 
then  began  to  rise  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  soon 
became  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  inside  of  four  years 
he  filled  in  succession  the  offices  of  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  Circuit  Judge,  fourth  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State, 
— all  before  he  was  32  years  of  age!  In  addition,  in 
r8o2,  he  received  a  commission  as  Major  of  a  battal- 
ion of  Kentucky  militia,  and  in  r8o4  was  chosen  a 
Presidential  Elector,  on  the  Jefferson  and  Clinton 
ticket.  In  1806  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  withdrew  on  being  promoted  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Illinois  was  organized  as  a  separate  Territory  in 
the  spring  of  r8o9,  when  Mr.  Edwards,  then  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Kentucky,  received 
from  President  Madison  the  appointment  as  Gover- 
nor of  the  new  Territory,  his  commission  bearing  date 
April  24,  T809.  Edwards  arrived  at  Kaskaskia  in 
June,  and  on  the  r  ith  of  that  month  took  the  oath  of 
office.  At  the  same  time  he  was  appoinied  Superin- 
tendent of  the  United  States  Saline,  this  Government 
interest  then  developing  into  considerable  proportions 
in  Southern  Illinois.  Although  during  the  first  three 
years  of  his  administration  he  had  the  povvfer  to  make 
new  counties  and  appoint  all  the  officers,  yet  he  always 
allowed  the  people  of  each  county,  by  an  informal 
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vote,  to  select  their  own  officers,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary. The  noted  John  J.  Crittenden,  afterward 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  appointed 
by  Gev.  Edwards  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of 
the  Territory,  which  office  was  accepted  for  a  short 
time  only. 

The  Indians  in  i8io  committing  sundry  depreda- 
tions in  the  Territory,  crossing  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  long  correspondence  fol- 
lowed between  the  respective  Governors  concerning 
the  remedies,  which  ended  in  a  council  with  the  sav- 
ages at  Peoria  in  1812,  and  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
the  treaties.  Peoria  was  depopulated  by  these  de- 
predations, and  was  not  re-settled  for  many  years 
aftenvard. 

As  Gov.  Edwards'  term  of  office  expired  by  law  in 
1812,  he  was  re-appointed  for  another  term  of  three 
years,  and  again  in  1815  for  a  third  term,  serving 
until  the  organization  of  the  State  in  the  fall  of  18 18 
and  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Bond.  At  this  time 
ex-Gov.  Edwards  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  colleague  being  Jesse  B.  Thomas.  As 
Senator,  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  conspicuous  part,  and 
acquitted  himself  honorably  in  all  the  measures  that 
came  up  in  that  body,  being  well  posted,  an  able  de- 
bater and  a  conscientious  statesman.  He  thought 
seriously  of  resigning  this  situation  in  1821,  but  was 
persuaded  by  his  old  friend,  Wm.  Wirt,  and  others  to 
continue  in  office,  which  he  did  to  the  end  of  the 
term. 

He  was  then  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  by 
President  Monroe.  About  this  time,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Edwards  saw  suspicious  signs  in  the  conduct  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  an  ambitious  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  being  implicated  by  the  latter  in  some  of 
his  statements,  he  resigned  his  Mexican  mission  in 
order  fully  to  investigate  the  charges.  The  result 
was  the  exculpation  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Pro-slavery  regulations,  often  termed  "Black  Laws," 
disgraced  the  statute  books  of  both  the  Territory  and 
the  State  of  Illinois  during  the  whole  of  his  career  in 
this  commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Edwards  always  main- 
tained the  doctrines  of  freedom,  and  was  an  important 
actor  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended  in  a  victory 
for  his  party  in  1824. 

In  1826-7  the  Winnebago  and  other  Indians  com- 
mitted some  depredations  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
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State,  and  the  white  settlers,  who  desired  the  lands 
and  wished  to  exasperate  the  savages  into  an  evacu- 
ation of  the  country,  magnified  the  misdemeanors  of 
the  aborigines  and  thereby  produced  a  hostility  be- 
tween the  races  so  great  as  to  precipitate  a  little  war, 
known  in  history  as  the  "Winnebago  War."  A  few 
chases  and  skirmishes  were  had,  when  Gen.  Atkinson 
succeeded  in  capturing  Red  Bird,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  putting  him  to  death,  thus  ending  the  contest,  at 
least  until  the  troubles  commenced  vi^hich  ended  in 
the  "  Black  Hawk  War  "  of  1832.  In  the  interpre- 
tation of  treaties  and  execution  of  their  provisions 
Gov.  Edwards  had  much  vexatious  work  to  do.  The 
Indians  kept  themselves  generally  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan  Territory,  and  its  Governor, 
Lewis  Cass,  was  at  a  point  so  remote  that  ready  cor- 
respondence with  him  was  difficult  or  impossible. 
Gov.  Edwards'  administration,  however,  in  regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  Illinois  frontier,  seems  to  have 
been  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time  after  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois,  Gov.  Edwards  resided  upon  his 
farm  near  Kaskaskia,  which  he  had  well  stocked  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  from  Kentucky,  also  with 
fruit-trees,  grape-vines  and  shrubbery.  He  estab- 
lished saw  and  grist-mills,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  mercantile  business,  having  no  less  than  eight  or  ten 
stores  in  this  State  and  Missouri.  Notwithstanding 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  nearly  always  pur- 
chased the  goods  himself  with  which  to  supply  the 
stores.  Although  not  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, he  studied  the  healing  art  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  took  great  pleasure  in  prescribing  for,  and 
taking  care  of,  the  sick,  generally  without  charge. 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  poor,  several  widows  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel  becoming  indebted  to  hmi 
even  for  their  homes. 

He  married  Miss  Elvira  Lane,  of  Maryland,  in 
1803,  and  they  became  the  affectionate  parents  of 
several  children,  one  of  whom,  especially,  is  well 
known  to  the  people  of  the  "  Prairie  State,"  namely, 
Ninian  Wirt  Edwards,  once  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  and  still  a  resident  of  Springfield. 
Gov.  Edwards  resided  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Kas- 
kaskia from  1809  to  1818;  in  Edwardsville  (named 
after  him)  from  that  time  to  T824;  and  from  the  lat- 
ter date  at  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  until  his 
death,  July  20,  1833,  of  Asiatic  cliolera.  Edwards 
County  is  also  uamed  in  his  honor. 
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|..OHN  REYNOLDS,  Governor  1831- 
4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  Feb.  26,  1788. 
His  father,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
his  mother,  nee  Margaret  Moore, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1785,  land- 
ing at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment. When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  months  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  him  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  ex- 
posed to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest- 
ed by  them.  In  1794  they  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  111.,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagons,  encountering  many 
hardships  on  the  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  of  his  childhood,  while  his  character  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  traits  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  principle 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.     In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal, 
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this  time  to  the  "  Goshen  Setdement,"  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  southwest 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
tliat  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  livelihood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himself 
into  the  society  of  the  wealthy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  years, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors ;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modern 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  discipline.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  him  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  Accordingly  he  returned  home  and  re- 
cuperated, and  in  1812  resumed  his  college  and 
law  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  1812  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  which  he 
practiced  with  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
family  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  language 
as  being  superior  to  all  others  for  social   intercourse, 
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From  his  services  in  the  West,  in  the  war  of  iSrz, 
he  obtained  the  sobriquet  of  the  "  Old  Ranger."  He 
was  Orderly  Sergeant,  then  Judge  Advocate. 

Mr.  Reynolds  opened  his  first  law  office  in  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1S14,  in  the  French  village  of 
Cahokia,  then  the  capital  of  St.  Clair  County. 

In  the  fall  of  1818  he  was  elected  an  Associate 
Justice  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  by  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1825  he  entered  more  earnestly  than 
ever  into  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  very  next  year 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  where  he 
acted  independently  of  all  cliques  and  private  inter- 
ests. In  1828  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  for 
the  first  time  distinctively  organized  as  such  in  Illi- 
nois, and  the  usual  party  bitterness  grew  up  and 
raged  on  all  sides,  while  Mr.  Reynolds  preserved  a 
judicial  calmness  and  moderation.  The  real  animus 
of  the  campaign  was  "  Jackson  "  and  "  anti-Jackson," 
the  former  party  carrying  the  State. 

In  August,  1830,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor, amid  great  excitement.  Installed  in  office,  he 
did  all  within  his  power  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, internal  improvements,  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal,  the  harbor  at  Chicago,  settling  the  coun- 
try, etc.;  also  reccmmended  the  winding  up  of  the 
State  Bank,  as  its  affairs  had  become  dangerously 
complicated.  In  his  national  politics,  he  was  a 
moderate  supporter  of  General  Jackson.  But  the 
most  celebrated  event  of  his  gubernatorial  admin- 
istration was  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  occurred 
in  1832.  He  called  out  the  militia  and  prosecuted 
the  contest  with  commendable  diligence,  appearing 
in  person  on  the  battle-grounds  during  the  most 
critical  periods.  He  was  recognized  by  the  President 
as  j\Iajor-General,  and  authorized  by  him  to  make 
treaties  with  the  Indians.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
general  Government  the  war  was  terminated  without 
much  bloodshed,  but  after  many  serious  fights.  This 
war,  as  well  as  everything  else,  was  materially  re- 
tarded by  the  occurrence  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  the 
West.  This  was  its  first  appearance  here,  and  was 
the  next  event  in  prominence  during  Gov.  Reynolds' 
term. 

South  Carolina  nullification  coming  up  at  this  time, 
it  was  heartily  condemned  by  both  President  Jackson 
and  Gov.  Reynolds,  who  took  precisely  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Unionists  in  the  last  war. 

On  the  termination  of  his  gubernatorial  term  in 
1834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress, still  considering  himself  a  backwoodsman,  as 
he  had  scarcely  been  outside  of  the  Slate  since  he 
became  of  age,  and  had  spent  nearly  all  his  youthful 
days  in  the  wildest  region  of  the  frontier.  His  first 
move  in  Congress  was  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  in 
all  elections  made  by  the  House  for  officers  the  votes 
should  be  given  viva  voce,  each  member  in  his  |jlace 
naming  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes.  This 
created  considerable  heated  discussion,  but  was  es- 


sentially adopted,  and  remained  the  controlling  prin- 
ciple for  many  years.  The  ex  Governor  was  scarcely 
absent  from  his  seat  a  single  day,  during  eight  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years, 
and  he  never  vacillated  in  a  party  vote;  but  he  failed 
to  get  the  Democratic  party  to  foster  his  "  National 
Road"  scheme.  He  says,  in  "My  Own  Times"  (a 
large  autobiography  he  published),  that  it  was  only 
by  rigid  economy  that  he  avoided  insolvency  while  in 
Washington.  During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he  was 
married,  to  a  lady  of  the  place. 

In  1837,  while  out  of  Congress,  and  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  he  built  the  first  railroad  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  namely,  one  about  six  miles  long, 
leading  from  his  coal  mine  in  the  Mississippi  bluff  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  St.  Louis.  Having  not 
the  means  to  purchase  a  locomotive,  they  operated  it 
by  horse-power.  The  next  spring,  however,  the  com- 
pany sold  out,  at  great  sacrifice. 

In  1839  the  ex-Governor  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  authorized  to  borrow 
money  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  Accordingly,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  and  succeeding  in  obtaining 
a  million  dollars,  which,  however,  was  only  a  fourth 
of  what  was  wanted.  The  same  year  he  and  his 
wife  made  at  our  of  Europe.  This  year,  also,  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  the  rather  awkward  little  responsibility 
of  introducing  to  President  Van  Buren  the  noted 
Mormon  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  as  a  "'  Latter-Day 
Saint!" 

In  1846  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  St.  Clair  County,  more  particu- 
larly for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  feasible  charter 
for  a  macadamized  road  from  Belleville  to  St.  Louis, 
a  distance  of  nearly  14  miles.  This  was  immediately 
built,  and  was  the  first  road  of  the  kind  in  the  State. 
He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1852,  when 
he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  1860,  aged 
and  infirm,  he  attended  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  as  an  anti-Douglas 
Delegate,  where  he  received  more  attention  from  the 
Southern  Delegates  than  any  other  member.  He 
supported  Breckenridge  for  the  Presidency.  After 
the  October  elections  foreshadowed  the  success  of 
Lincoln,  he  published  an  address  urging  the  Demo- 
crats to  rally  to  the  support  of  Douglas.  Immedi- 
ately preceding  and  during  the  late  war,  his  corre- 
spondence evinced  a  clear  sympathy  for  the  Southern 
secession,  and  about  the  first  of  March,  1861,  he 
urged  upon  the  Buchanan  officials  the  seizure  of  the 
treasure  and  arms  in  the  custom-house  and  arsenal 
at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  rather  talkative 
man,  and  apt  in  all  the  Western  phrases  and  catch- 
words that  ever  gained  currency,  besides  many  cun- 
ning and  odd  ones  of  his  own  manufacture. 

He  was  married  twice,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  Belleville,  in  May,  1865,  just  after  the  close 
of  the  war. 
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ILLIAM  LEE  D.  EWING, 
Governor  of  IlliiMis  Nov.  3 
p  to  17,  1834,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  probably 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  had 
a  fine  education,  was  a  gentle- 
man of  poUshed  manners  and 
refined  sentiment.  In  1830  John  Rey- 
nolds was  elected  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  Zadok  Casey  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  for  the  principal  events  that  followed, 
and  the  characteristics  of  the  times,  see 
sketch  of  Gov.  Reynolds.  The  first  we 
see  in  history  concerning  Mr.  Ewing,  in- 
forms us  that  he  was  a  Receiver  of  Public 
Moneys  at  Vandalia  soon  after  the  organization  of 
this  State,  and  that  the  public  moneys  in  his  hands 
were  deposited  in  various  banks,  as  they  are  usually 
at  the  present  day.  In  1823  the  State  Bank  was 
robbed,  by  which  disaster  Mr.  Ewing  lost  a  thousand- 
dollar  deposit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  commission  as 
Colonel  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  in  emergencies 
he  acted  also  as  Major.  In  the  summer  of  1832, 
when  it  was  rumored  among  the  whites  that  Black 
Hawk  and  his  men  had  encamped  somewhere  on 
Rock  River,  Gen.  Henry  was  sent  on  a  tour  of 
reconnoisance,  and  with  orders  to  drive  the  Indians 
from  the  State.  After  some  opposition  from  his 
subordinate  officers,  Henry  resolved  to  proceed  up 
Rock  River  in  search  of  the  enemy.  On  the  19th  of 
July,   early  in  the   morning,   five   baggage    wagons, 


camp  equipage  and  all  heavy  and  cumbersome  arti- 
cles were  piled  up  and  left,  so  that  the  army  might 
make  speedy  and  forced  marches.  For  some  miles 
the  travel  was  exceedingly  bad,  crossing  swamps 
and  the  worst  thickets;  but  the  large,  fresh  trail 
gave  life  and  animation  to  the  Americans.  Gen. 
Dodge  and  Col.  Ewing  were  both  actmg  as  Majors, 
and  composed  the  "  spy  corps  "  or  vanguard  of  the 
army.  It  is  supposed  the  army  marched  nearly  50 
miles  this  day,  and  the  Indian  trail  they  followed 
became  fresher,  and  was  strewed  with  much  property 
and  trinkets  of  the  red-skins  that  they  had  lost  or 
thrown  away  to  hasten  their  march.  During  the 
following  night  there  was  a  terrific  thunder-storm,  and 
the  soldiery,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  were  thor- 
oughly drenched. 

On  approaching  nearer  the  Indians  the  next  day. 
Gen.  Dodge  and  Major  Ewing,  each  commanding  a 
battalion  of  men,  were  placed  in  front  to  bring  on  the 
battle,  but  the  savages  were  not  overtaken  this  day 
Forced  marches  were  continued  until  they  reached. 
Wisconsin  River,  where  a  veritable  battle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  about  68  of  Black  Hawk's 
men.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chase,  and 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  trail  of  the  Indians 
leading  toward  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Ewing  formed 
his  battalion  in  order  of  battle  and  awaited  the  order 
of  Gen.  Henry.  The  latter  soon  appeared  on  the 
ground  and  ordered  a  charge,  which  directly  resulted 
in  chasing  the  red  warriors  across  the  great  river. 
Maj.  Ewing  and  his  command  proved  particularly 
efficient  in  war,  as  it  seems  they  were  the  chief  actors 
in  driving  the  main  body  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in- 
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duding  Black  Hawk  himself,  across  the  Mississippi, 
while  Gen.  Atkinson,  commander-in-chief  of  the  ex- 
pedition, with  a  body  of  the  ami}',  was  hunting  for 
them  in  another  direction. 

In  the  above  affair  Maj.  Ewing  is  often  referred  to 
as  a  "  General,"  which  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
connection  with  the  militia. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  (1832) 
that  Lieutenant  Governor  Casey  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress and  Gen.  Ewing,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
Senate,  was  chosen  to  preside  over  that  body.  At 
the  August  election  of  1834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  also 
elected  to  Congress,  more  than  a  year  ahead  of  the 
time  at  which  he  could  actually  take  his  seat,  as  was 
then  the  law.  His  predecessor,  Charles  Slade,  had 
just  died  of  Asiatic  cholera,  soon  after  the  elec- 
tion, and  Gov.  Reynolds  was  chosen  to  serve  out  his 
unexpired  term.  Accordingly  he  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington in  November  of  that  year  to  take  his  seat  in 
Congress,  and  Gen.  Ewing,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as 
President  of  the  Senate,  became  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  his  term  covering  only  a  period  of 
15  days,  namely,  from  the  3d  to  the  17th  days,  in- 
clusive, of  November.  On  the  17th  the  Legislature 
met,  and  Gov.  Ewing  transmitted  to  that  body  his 
message,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State  at  that  time,  and  urging  a  contin- 
uance of  the  policy  adopted  by  his  predecessor ;  and 
on  the  same  day  Governor  elect  Joseph  Duncan 
was  sworn  into  office,  thus  relieving  Mr.  Ewing  from 


the  responsible  situation.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
such  a  juncture  has  happened  in  the  history  of  Illi- 
nois. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  Gen.  Ewing  was 
elected  a  United  States  Senator  to  serve  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Elias  Kent  Kane,  deceased.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  a  very  prominent  figure  in  the 
early  politics  of  Illinois,  and  a  county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor.  The  election  of  Gen.  Ewing  to 
the  Senate  was  a  protracted  struggle.  His  competi- 
tors were  James  Semple,  who  afterwards  held  several 
important  offices  in  this  State,  and  Richard  M. 
Young,  afterward  a  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Supreme  Judge  and  a  man  of  vast  influence.  On 
the  first  ballot  Mr.  Semple  had  25  votes.  Young  19 
and  Ewing  18.  On  the  eighth  ballot  Young  was 
dropped  ;  the  ninth  and  tenth  stood  a  tie ;  but  on 
the  1 2th  Ewing  received  40,  to  Semple  37,  and  was 
accordingly  declared  elected.  In  1837  Mr.  Ewing 
received  some  votes  for  a  continuance  of  his  term  in 
Congress,  when  Mr.  Young,  just  referred  to,  was 
elected.  In  1842  Mr.  Ewing  was  elected  State 
Audit':'r  on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Ford. 

Gen.  Ewing  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  was  much  in  public  life.  In  person 
lie  was  above  medium  height  and  of  heavy  build, 
with  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  large-sized  head  and 
short  face.  He  was  genial,  social,  friendly  and 
affable,  with  fair  talent,  though  of  no  high  degree  of 
originality.    He  died  March  25,  1846. 


•J        *\  ^        ^«  r'n-r\^°  i 


^^^<t>^^t^^>'t%^^ 


•►^■-'-^i- 


GO  VERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS. 


4 


'31 


OSEPH  DUNCAN,  Governor 
1834-8,  was  born  at  Paris, 
Ky.,  Feb.  23,  1794.  At  the 
tender  age  of  19  years  he  en- 
listed in  the  war  against  Great 
Britain,  and  as  a  soldier  he 
acquitted  himself  with  credit.  He 
was  an  Ensign  under  the  daunt- 
less Croghan  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
%  or  Fort  Stephenson.  In  Illinois 
he  first  appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
city as  Major-General  of  the  Militia, 
a  position  which  his  military  fame 
had  procured  him.  Subsequently 
he  became  a  State  Senator  from 
.  Jackson  County,  and  is  honorably 
mentioned  for  introducing  the  first  bill  providing  for 
a  free-school  system.  In  1826,  when  the  redoubt- 
able John  P.  Cook,  who  had  previously  beaten  such 
men  as  John  McLean,  Elias  Kent  Kane  and  ex- 
Gov.  Bond,  came  up  for  the  fourth  time  for  Congress, 
Mr.  Duncan  was  brought  forward  against  him  by  his 
friends,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  the  politicians. 
As  yet  he  was  but  little  known  in  the  State.  He  was 
an  original  Jackson  man  at  that  time,  being  attached 
to  his  political  fortune  in  admiration  of  the  glory  of 
his  militaiy  achievements.  His  chances  of  success 
against  Cook  were  generally  regarded  as  hopeless, 
but  he  entered  upon  the  campaign  undaunted.  His 
speeches,  though  short  and  devoid  of  ornament,  were 
full  of  good  sense.  He  made  a  diligent  canvass  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Cook  being  hindered  by  the  condition  of 
his  health.  The  most  that  was  expected  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  under  the  circumstances,  was  that  he  would 
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obtain  a  respectable  vote,  but  without  defeating  Mr. 
Cook.  The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  a 
source  of  surprise  and  amazement  to  both  friends 
and  foes,  as  Mr.  Duncan  came  out  641  votes  ahead! 
He  received  6,321  votes,  and  Mr.  Cook  5,680.  Un- 
til this  denoicement,  the  violence  of  party  feeling 
smoldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  was  not  duly  appreciated. 
Aside  from  the  great  convention  struggle  of  1824,  no 
other  than  mere  local  and  per3onal  considerations 
had  ever  before  controlled  an  election  in  Illinois. 

From  the  above  date  Mr.  Duncan  retained  his 
seat  in  Congress  until  his  election  as  Governor  in 
.\ugust,  1834.  The  first  and  bloodless  year  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Rey- 
nolds to  the  position  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
volunteers,  and  he  conducted  his  brigade  to  Rock 
Island.  But  he  was  absent  from  the  State,  in  Wash- 
ington, during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  and  did 
not  personally  participate  in  it,  but  addressed  circu- 
lars to  his  constituents.  His  election  was,  indeed, 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  his  absence,  be- 
cause his  estrangement  from  Jackson,  formerly  his 
political  idol,  and  also  from  the  Democracy,  largely 
in  ascendency  in  the  State,  was  complete;  but  while 
his  defection  was  well  known  to  his  Whig  friends, 
and  even  to  the  leading  Jackson  men  of  this  State, 
the  latter  were  unable  to  carry  conviction  of  that  fact 
to  the  masses,  as  mail  and  newspaper  facilities  at 
that  day  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
time.  Of  course  the  Governor  was  much  abused 
afterward  by  the  fossilized  Jackson  men  who  re- 
garded party  ties  and  affiliations  as  above  all 
other  issues  that  could  arise ;  but  he  was  doubtless 
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sincere  in  his  opposition  to  the  old  hero,  as  the  latter 
had  vetoed  several  important  western  measures 
which  were  dear  to  Mr.  Duncan.  In  his  inaugural 
message  he  threw  off  the  mask  and  took  a  bold  stand 
against  the  course  of  the  President.  The  measures 
he  recommended  in  his  message,  however,  were  so 
desirable  that  the  Legislature,  although  by  a  large 
majority  consisting  of  Jackson  men,  could  not  refrain 
from  endorsing  them.  These  measures  related 
mainly  to  banks  and  internal  improvements. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Duncan  was  Governor  that  the 
people  of  Illinois  went  whirling  on  with  bank  and  in- 
ternal improvement  schemes  that  well  nigh  bank- 
rupted the  State.  The  hard  times  of  1837  came  on, 
and  the  disasters  that  attended  the  inauguration  of 
these  plans  and  the  operation  of  the  banks  were  mu- 
tually charged  upon  the  two  political  parties.  Had 
any  one  man  autocratic  power  to  introduce  and 
carry  on  any  one  of  these  measures,  he  would  proba- 
bly have  succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public ; 
but  as  many  jealous  men  had  hold  of  the  same  plow 
handle,  no  success  followed  and  each  blamed  the  other 
for  the  failure.  In  this  great  vorte.x  Gov.  Duncan 
was  carried  along,  suffering  the  like  derogation  of 
character  with  his  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  height  of  the  excitement  the  Legislature 
"provided  for  "  railroads  from  Galena  to  Cairo,  Alton 
to  Shawneetown,  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel,  Alton  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  State  in  the  direction  of 
Terre  Haute,  Quincy  via  Springfield  to  the  Wabash, 
Bloomington  to  Pekin,  and  Peoria  to  Warsaw, — in  all 
about  1,300  miles  of  road.  It  also  provided  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kaskaskia, 
Illinois,  Great  and  Little  Wabash  and  Rock  Rivers  ; 
also  as  a  placebo,  $200,000  in  money  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  counties  wherein  no  improve- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  made  as  above.  The 
estimate  for  the  expenses  for  all  these  projects  was 
placed  at  a  little  over  $10,000,000,  which  was  not 
more  than  half  enough !  That  would  now  be  equal  to 
saddling  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  $225,000,000  !  It 
was  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  State  several  times 
over,   even   counting  all  the   possible  benefits. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  that  ever  occurred 
in  this  fair  State  was  the  murder  of  Elijah  P.  Love- 
joy  in  the  fall  of  1837,  at  Alton,  during  Mr.  Duncan's 
term  as  Governor.  Lovejoy  was  an  "  Abolitionist," 
editing  the  Observer  at  that  place,  and  the  pro- 
slavery  slums  there  formed  themselves  into  a  mob, 


and  after  destroying  successively  three  presses  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  surrounded  the  warehouse 
where  the  fourth  press  was  stored  away,  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it,  and  where  Lovejoy  and  his  friends 
were  entrenching  themselves,  and  shot  and  killed  the 
brave  reformer! 

About  this  time,  also,  the  question  of  removing  the 
State  capital  again  came  up,  as  the  20  years'  limit  for 
its  existence  at  Vandalia  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement  over 
the  matter,  the  two  main  points  competing  for  it  be- 
ing Springfield  and  Peoria.  The  jealousy  of  the  lat- 
ter place  is  not  even  yet,  45  years  afterward,  fully 
allayed. 

Gov.  Duncan's  term  expired  in  1838.  In  1842 
he  was  again  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  this  time  by  the  Whig  party,  against  Adam 
W.  Snyder,  of  St.  Clair  County,  the  nominee  of  the 
Democrats.  Charles  W.  Hunter  was  a  third  candi- 
date for  the  same  position.  Mr.  Snyder,  however,  died 
before  the  campaign  had  advanced  very  far,  and  his 
party  substituted  Thomas  Ford,  who  was  elected, 
receiving  46,901  votes,  to  38,584  for  Duncan,  and 
909  for  Hunter.  The  cause  of  Democratic  success 
at  this  time  is  mainly  attributed  to  the  temporary 
support  of  the  Mormons  which  they  enjoyed,  and  the 
want  of  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
that  Mr.  Ford  was  opposed  to  any  given  policy  en- 
tertained in  the  respective  localities. 

Gov.  Duncan  was  a  man  of  rather  limited  educa- 
tion, but  with  naturally  fine  abilities  he  profited 
greatly  by  his  various  public  services,  and  gathered 
a  store  of  knowledge  regarding  public  affairs  which 
served  him  a  ready  purpose.  He  possessed  a  clear 
judgment,  decision,  confidence  in  himself  and  moral 
courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  right.  •  In  his 
deportment  he  was  well  adapted  to  gain  the  admira- 
tion of  the  people.  His  intercourse  with  them  was 
both  affable  and  dignified.  His  portrait  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's mansion,  from  which  the  accompanying  was 
made,  represents  him  as  having  a  swarthy  complex- 
ion, high  cheek  bones,  broad  forehead,  piercing  black 
eyes  and  straight  black  hair. 

He  was  a  liberal  patrou  of  the  Illinois  ("ollege  at 
Jacksonville,  a  memljer  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan.  15,  1844,  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Churcli,  leaving  a  wife 
but  no  children.  Two  children,  born  to  them,  had 
died  in  infancy. 


m! 


■^- 


GO  VERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS. 


1 35 


^^^^^^kmOi^^E^MJ^ 


;H0MAS  CARLIN,  the  sixth 
Governor  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  serving  from  1838 
to  1842,  was  also  a  Ken- 
tuckian,  being  born  near 
Frankfort,  that  State,  July 
18,  1789,  of  Irish  paternity. 
The  opportunities  for  an  education 
being  very  meager  in  his  native 
place,  he,  on  approaching  years  of 
judoment  and  maturity,  applied 
himself  to  those  branches  of  learn- 
ing that  seemed  most  important, 
and  thus  became  a  self-made  man  ; 
and  his  taste  for  reading  and 
study  remained  with  him  through 
life.  In  1803  his  father  removed 
to  Missouri,  then  a  part  of  "  New  Spain,"  where  he 
died  in  1810. 

In  1812  young  Carlin  came  to  Illinois  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  "ranging"  service  incident  to  the 
war  of  that  period,  proving  himself  a  soldier  of  un- 
daunted bravery.  In  r8i4  he  married  Rebecca 
Huitt,  and  lived  for  four  years  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
souri, where  he  followed  farming,  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County.  He  located  the  town  site  of  Car- 
iv»£ton,  in  that  county,  and  in  1825  made  a  liberal 
donation  of  land  for  county  building  purposes.  He 
was  the  first  Sheriff  of  that  county  after  its  separate 
organization,  and  afterward  was  twice  elected,  as  a 
Jackson  Democrat,  to  the  Illinois  Senate.  In  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  commanded  a  spy  battalion,  a 
post  of  considerable  danger.  In  1834  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Jackson  to  the  position  of 
Receiver  of  Public  Moneys,  and  to  fulfill  the  office 
<•  


more  conveniently  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Quincy. 

While,  in  1838,  the  unwieldy  internal  improvement 
system  of  the  State  was  in  full  operation,  with  all  its 
expensive  machinery,  amidst  bank  suspensions 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  great  stringency  in 
the  money  market  everywiiere,  and  Illinois  bonds 
forced  to  sale  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  the  "  hardest 
times  "  existing  that  the  people  of  the  Prairie  State 
ever  saw,  the  general  election  of  State  officers  was 
approaching.  Discreet  men  who  had  cherished  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  subsidence  of  the  public  infatua- 
tion, met  with  disappointment.  A  Governor  and 
Legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  these  were  now 
looked  forward  to  for  a  repeal  of  the  ruinous  State 
policy.  But  the  grand  schema:  had  not  yet  lost  its 
dazzling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Time  and  experience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated 
its  utter  absurdity.  Hence  the  question  of  arresting 
its  career  of  profligate  expenditures  did  not  become 
a  leading  one  with  the  dominant  party  during  the 
campaign,  and  most  of  the  old  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature were  returned  at  this  election. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Democrats,  in  State 
Convention  assembled,  nominated  Mr.  Carlin  for  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  S.  H.  Anderson  for  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  while  the  Whigs  nominated  Cyrus  Ed- 
wards, brother  of  Ninian  Edwards,  formerly  Governor, 
and  W.  H.  Davidson.  Edwards  came  out  strongly 
for  a  continuance  of  the  State  policy,  while  Carlin 
remained  non-committal.  This  was  the  first  time 
that  the  two  main  political  parties  in  this  State  were 
unembarrassed  by  any  third  party  in  the  field.  The 
result  of  the  ele:tion  was:  Carlin,  35,573;  Ander- 
son, 30,335  ;  Edwards,  29,629 ;  and  Davidson,  28,- 

7i.'5- 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  subsequent  Legislature 
(1839),  the  retiring  Governor  CDuncanI  in  liis  mes- 
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sage  six)ke  in  emphatic  terms  of  the  impoHcy  of  the 
internal  improvement  system,  presaging  the  evils 
threatened,  and  uiged  that  body  to  do  their  utmost 
to  correct  the  great  error ;  yet,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Legislature  not  only  decided  to  continue  the  policy 
but  also  added  to  its  burden  by  voting  more  appro- 
priations and  ordering  more  improvements.  Although 
the  money  market  was  still  stringent,  a  further  loan 
of  $4,000,000  was  ordered  for  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal  alone.  Cn'cago  at  that  time  began  to 
loom  up  and  promise  to  be  an  important  city,  even 
the  great  emporium  of  the  West,  as  it  has  since  in- 
deed came  to  be.  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  an  incompe- 
tent financier,  was  commissioned  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  accordingly  hastened  to  the  East  on  this  respons- 
ible errand,  and  negotiated  the  loans,  at  considera- 
ble sacrifice  to  the  State.  Besides  this  embarrassment 
to  Carlin's  administration,  the  Legislature  also  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  authority  to  appoint  a  Secretary 
of  State  until  a  vacancy  existed,  and  A.  P.  Field,  a 
Whig,  who  had  already  held  the  post  by  appointment 
through  three  administrations,  was  determined  to 
keep  the  place  a  while  longer,  in  spite  of  Gov.  Car- 
lin's preferences.  The  course  of  the  Legislature  in 
this  regard,  however,  was  finally  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  a  quo  warranto  case  brought  up 
before  it  by  John  A.  McClernand,  whom  the  Gov- 
ernor had  nominated  for  the  office.  Thereupon  that 
dignified  body  was  denounced  as  a  "  Whig  Court !" 
endeavoring  to  establish  the  principle  of  life-tenure 
of  office. 

A  new  law  was  adopted  re-organizing  the  Judici- 
ary, and  under  it  five  additional  Supreme  Judges 
were  elected  by  the  Legislature,  namely,  Thomas 
Ford  (afterward  Governor),  Sidney  Breese,  Walter  B. 
Scates,  Samuel  H.  Treat  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas — 
all  Democrats. 

It  was  during  Cov.  Carlin's  administration  that  the 
noisy  campaign  of  "  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too  "  oc- 
curred, resulting  in  a  Whig  victory.  This,  however, 
did  not  affect  Illinois  politics  very  seriously. 

Another  prominent  event  in  the  West  during  Gov. 
Carlin's  term  of  office  was  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  Mormons  and  their  removal  from  Independence, 
Mo.,  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  in  1840.  At  the  same  time 
they  began  to  figure  somewhat  in  State  politics.  On 
iccount  of  their  believing — as  they  thought,  accord- 
ing to  the  New  Testament — that   they  should   have 
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"all  things  common,"  and  that  consequently  "all 
the  earth  "  and  all  that  is  upon  it  were  the"  Lord's  " 
and  therefore  the  property  of  his  "  saints,"  they 
were  suspected,  and  correctly,  too,  of  committing 
many  of  the  deeds  of  larceny,  robbery,  etc.,  that 
were  so  rife  throughout  this  country  in  those  days. 
Hence  a  feeling  of  violence  grew  up  between  the 
Mormons  and  "anti-Mormons."  In  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  Mormons  always  supported  the  Dem- 
ocracy until  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Democratic 
government,  when  they  turned  their  support  to  the 
Whigs.  They  were  becoming  numerous,  and  in  the 
Legislature  of  1840-1,  therefore,  it  became  a  matter 
of  great  interest  with  both  parties  to  conciliate  these 
people.  Through  the  agency  of  one  John  C.  Ben- 
nett, a  scamp,  the  Mormons  succeeded  in  rushing 
through  the  Legislature  (both  parties  not  daring  to 
oppose)  a  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo  which  vir- 
tually erected  a  hierarchy  co-ordinate  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government  itself  In  the  fall  of  1841  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  made  a  demand  upon  Gov. 
Carlin  for  the  body  of  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon  leader, 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Gov.  Carlin  issued  the 
writ,  but  for  some  reason  it  was  returned  unserved. 
It  was  again  issued  in  1842,  and  Smith  was  arrested, 
but  was  either  rescued  by  his  followers  or  discharged 
by  the  municipal  court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Democratic  Convention 
nominated  Adam  W.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  for  Gov- 
ernor. As  he  had  been,  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, rather  friendly  to  the  Mormons,  the  latter 
naturally  turned  their  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  The  next  spring  the  Whigs  nominated  Ex- 
Gov.  Duncan  for  the  same  office.  In  the  meantime 
the  Mormons  began  to  grow  more  odious  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  the  comparative  prospects 
of  the  respective  parties  for  success  became  very 
problematical.  Mr.  Snyder  died  in  May,  and 
Thomas  Ford,  a  Supreme  Judge,  was  substituted  as 
a  candidate,  and  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term,  Mr.  Carlin 
removed  back  to  his  old  home  at  Carrollton,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  as  before  his  ele- 
vation to  office,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1849 
he  served  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  D.  Fry  in  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives,  and  died  Feb.  4, 
1852,  at  his  residence  at  Carrollton,  leaving  a  wife 
and  seven  children. 
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5HOMAS  FORD,  Governor 
from  1842  to  1846,  and  au- 
thor of  a  very  interesting 
history  of  Illinois,  was  born 
at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  1 800.  His  mother,  after 
the  death  of  her  first  hus- 
band (Mr.  Forquer),  married  Rob- 
ert Ford,  who  was  killed  in  1802, 
by  the  Indians  in  the  mountains 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  conse- 
quently left  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, with  a  large  family,  hiostly 
girls.  With  a  view  to  better  her 
condition,  she,  in  1804,  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  give  land  to  actual  settlers;  but  upon  her 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  she  found  the  country  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  liberal  policy  toward  set- 
tlers changed  by  the  new  ownership.  After  some 
sickness  to  herself  and  family,  she  finally  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  some  three  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, but  the  following  year  moved  nearer  the  Missis- 
sippi bluffs.     Here   young   Ford   received   his  first 
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schooling,  under  the  instructions  of  a  Mr.  Humphrey, 
for  which  he  had  to  walk  three  miles.  His  mother, 
though  lacking  a  thorough  education,  was  a  woman 
of  superior  mental  endowments,  joined  to  energy 
and  determination  of  ciiaracter.  She  inculcated  in 
her  children  those  high-toned  principles  which  dis- 
tinguished her  sons  in  public  life.  She  exercised  a 
rigid  economy  to  provide  her  children  an  education ; 
but  George  Forquer,  her  oldest  son  (six  years  older 
than  Thomas  Ford),  at  an  early  age  had  to  quit 
school  to  aid  by  his  labor  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  afterward  became  an  eminent  man  in  Illinois 
affairs,  and  but  for  his  early  death  would  probably 
have  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Young  Ford,  with  somewhat  better  opportunities, 
received  a  better  education,  though  limited  to  the 
curriculum  of  the  common  school  of  those  pioneer 
times.  His  mind  gave  early  promise  of  superior  en- 
dowments, with  an  inclination  for  mathematics.  His 
proficiency  attracted  the  attention  of  Hon.  Daniel  P. 
Cook,  who  became  his  efficient  patron  and  friend. 
The  latter  gentleman  was  an  eminent  Illinois  states- 
man who,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  obtained  a  grant 
of  300,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  completing  the 
Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal,  and  after  whom  the 
county  of  Cook  was  named.     Through  the  advice  of 
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this  gentleman,  Mr.  Ford  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law;  but  Forquer,  tlien  merchandising,  re- 
garding his  education  defective,  sent  him  to  Transyl- 
vania University,  where,  iiowever,  he  remained  but 
one  term,  o.ving  to  Forquer's  failure  in  business.  On 
his  return  he  alternated  his  law  reading  with  teach- 
ing school  for  support. 

In  1829  Gov.  Edwards  appointed  him  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  in  1S31  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Reynolds,  and  after  that  he  was  four  times  elected  a 
Judge  by  the  Legislature,  without  opposition,  twice  a 
Circuit  Judge,  once  a  Judge  of  Chicago,  and  as  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when,  in  1841, 
the  latter  tribunal  was  re-organized  by  the  addition 
of  five  Judges,  all  Democrats.  Ford  was  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  while  in  this  capacity 
he  was  holding  Court  in  Ogle  County  he  received  a 
notice  of  his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion for  the  office  of  Governor.  He  immediately  re- 
signed his  place  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
August,  1842,  he  was  elected,  and  on  the  8th  of  De- 
cember following  he  was  inaugurated. 

All  the  offices  which  he  had  held  were  unsolicited 
by  him.  He  received  them  upTn  the  true  Jefferson- 
ian  principle, — Never  to  ask  .md  never  to  refuse 
office.  Both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood 
deservedly  high,  but  his  cast  of  intellect  fitted  him 
rather  for  a  writer  u[X)n  law  than  a  practicing  advo- 
cate in  the  courts.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  was  void 
of  the  moving  power  of  eloquence,  so  necessary  to 
success  with  juries.  As  a  Judge  his  opinions  were 
'■ound,  lucid  and  able  expositions  of  the  law.  In 
practice,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  tact,  skill  and  in- 
sinuating address  of  the  politician,  but  he  saw  through 
the  arts  of  demagogues  as  well  as  any  man.  He  was 
plain  in  his  demeanor,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  at 
one  time  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
during  a  sessian  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  taken  by 
a  stranger  10  be  a  seeker  for  the  position  of  door- 
keeper, and  was  waited  upon  at  his  hotel  near  mid- 
night by  a  knot  of  small  office-seekers  with  t!ie  view 
of  effecting  a  "  combination  !  " 

Mr.  Ford  had  not  the  "brass"  of  the  ordinary 
politician,  nor  that  impetuosity  which  characterizes  a 
poUlical  leader.  He  cared  little  for  money,  and 
hardly  enough  for  a  decent  support.  In  person  he 
was  of  small  stature,  slender,  of  dark  complexion, 
with  black  hair,  sharp  features,  deep-set  eyes,  a 
pointed,  aquiline  nose  having  a  decided  twist  to  one 
side,  and  a  small  mouth. 

The  three  most  important  events  in  Gov.  Ford's 
administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  high 
financial  credit  of  the  State,  the  "  Mormon  War  "and 
the  Mexican  War. 

In  the  first  of  these  the  Governor  proved  himself 
to  be  eminently  wise.  On  coming  into  office  he  found 
the  State  badly  paralyzed  by  the  ruinous  effects  of 
the   notorious  "internal  improvement"   schemes   of 
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the  preceding  decade,  with  scarcely  anything  to 
show  by  way  of  "improvement."  The  enterprise 
that  seemed  to  be  getting  ahead  more  than  all  the 
rest  was  the  Illinois  &  Miciiigan  Canal.  As  this 
promised  to  be  the  most  important  thoroughfare, 
feasible  to  the  people,  it  was  well  under  headway  in 
its  construction.  Therefore  the  State  policy  was 
almost  concentrated  upon  it,  in  order  to  rush  it  on  tc 
completion.  The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State 
was  growing  so  large  as  to  frighten  the  people,  and 
they  were  about  ready  to  entertain  a  proposition  for 
repudiation.  But  the  Governor  had  the  foresight  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  would  maintain  the 
public  credit,  for  which  every  citizen  to-day  feels 
thankful. 

But  perhaps  the  Governor  is  remembered  more  for 
his  connection  witli  the  Mormon  troubles  than  for 
anything  else;  for  it  was  during  his  term  of  office 
that  the  "  Latter-Day  Saints  "  became  so  strong  at 
Nauvoo,  built  their  temple  there,  increased  their  num- 
bers throughout  the  country,  committed  misdemean- 
ors, taught  dangerous  doctrines,  suffered  the  loss  of 
their  leader,  Jo  Smith,  by  a  violent  death,  were  driven 
out  of  Nauvoo  to  the  far  West,  etc.  Having  been  a 
Judge  for  so  many  years  previously,  Mr.  Ford  of 
course  was  no.i-committal  concerning  Mormon  affitirs, 
and  was  therefore  claimed  by  both  parties  and  also 
accused  by  each  of  sympathizing  too  greatly  with  the 
other  side.  Mormonism  claiming  to  be  a  system  of 
religion,  the  Governor  no  doubt  was  "  between  two 
fires,"  and  felt  compelled  to  touch  the  matter  rather 
"  gingerly,"  and  doubtless  felt  greatly  relieved  when 
that  pestilential  people  left  the  State.  Such  compli- 
cated inatters,  especially  when  religion  is  mixed  up 
with  them,  expose  every  person  participating  in 
them  to  criticism  from  all  parties. 

The  Mexican  War  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  and  was  continued  into  the  gubernatorial  term 
of  Mr.  Ford's  successor.  The  Governor's  connection 
with  this  war,  however,  was  not  conspicuous,  as  it 
was  only  administrative,  commissioning  officers,  etc. 

Ford's  "  History  of  Illinois  "  is  a  very  readable  and 
entertaining  work,  of  450  small  octavo  pages,  and  is 
destined  to  increase  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  time. 
It  exhibits  a  natural  flow  of  compact  and  forcible' 
thought,  never  failing  to  convey  the  nicest  sense.  In 
tracing  with  his  trenchant  pe)i  the  devious  operations 
of  the  professional  politician,  in  which  he  is  inimit- 
able, his  account  is  open,  perhaps,  to  the  objection 
that  all  his  contemporaries  are  treated  as  mere  place- 
seekers,  while  many  of  them  have  since  been  judged 
by  the  people  to  be  worthy  statesmen.  His  writings 
seem  slightly  open  to  the  criticism  that  they  exhibit 
a  litile  splenetic  partiality  against  those  of  his  con- 
temporaries who  were  prominent  during  his  term  of 
office  as  Governor. 

Tlie  death  of  Gov.  Ford,  took  place  at  Peoria,  111., 
Nov.  2,  1850. 
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UGUSTUS  C.  FRENCH, 
Governor  of  Illinois  from 
1846  to  1852,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hill,  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire, 
Aug.  2,  1808.  He  was  a 
descendant  in  the  fourth 
generation  ot  Nathaniel 
French,  who  emigrated  from  England 
in  1687  and  settled  in  Saybury,  Mass. 
In  early  life  young  French  lost  his 
father,  but  continued  to  receive  in- 
struction from  an  exemplary  and 
Christian  mother  until  he  was  19  years 
old,  when  she  also  died,  confiding  to 
his  care  and  trust  four  younger  broth- 
ers and  one  sister.  He  discharged  his  trust  with 
parental  devotion.  His  education  in  early  life  was 
such  mainly  as  a  common  school  afforded.  For  a 
brief  period  he  attended  Dartmouth  College,  but 
from  pecuniary  causes  and  the  care  of  his  brothers 
and  sister,  he  did  not  graduate.  He  subsequently 
read  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1831,  and 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  first  at 
Albion,  Edwards  County,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  practice  of  law.  The  following  year  he 
removed  to  Paris,  Edgar  County.  Here  he  attained 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  entered  public  life 
by  representing  that  county  in  the  Legislature.  A 
strong  attachment  sprang  up  between  him  and  Ste- 
phen A.  Douglas. 

In  1839,  Mr.  French  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
the  United  States  Land  Office  at  Palestine,  Craw- 
ford County,  at  which  place  he  was  a  resident  when 


elevated  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  In  1844  he  was 
a  Presidential  Elector,  and  as  such  he  voted  for 
James  K.  Polk. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1846,  meetT 
ing  at  Springfield  Feb.  10,  nominated  Mr.  French 
for  Governor.  Other  Democratic  candidates  were 
Lyman  Trumbull,  John  Calhoun  (subsequently  of 
Lecompton  Constitution  notoriety),  Walter  B.  Scales, 
Richard  M.  Young  and  A.  W.  Cavarly, — an  array  of 
very  able  and  prominent  names.  Trumbull  was  per- 
haps defeated  in  the  Convention  by  the  rumor  that 
he  was  opposed  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
as  he  had  been  a  year  previously.  For  Lieutenant 
Governor  J.  B.  Wells  was  chosen,  while  other  candi- 
dates were  Lewis  Ross,  Wm.  McMurtry,  Newton 
Cloud,  J.  B.  Hamilton  and  W.  W.  Thompson.  The 
resolutions  declared  strongly  against  the  resuscita- 
tion of  the  old  State  Banks. 

The  Whigs,  who  were  in  a  hopeless  minority,  held 
their  convention  June  8,  at  Peoria,  and  selected 
Thomas  M.  Kilpatrick,  of  Scott  County,  for  Governor, 
and  Gen.  Nathaniel  G.  Wilcox,  of  Schuyler,  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  the  campaign  the  latter  exposed  Mr.  French's 
record  and  connection  with  the  passage  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  system,  urging  it  against  his 
election ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  war  with  Mexico 
broke  out,  regarding  which  the  Whig  record  was  un- 
popular in  this  State.  The  war  was  the  absorbing 
and  dominating  question  of  the  period,  sweeping 
every  other  political  issue  in  its  course.  The  elec- 
tion in  August  gave  Mr.  French  58,700  votes,  and 
Kilpatrick  only  36,775.  Richard  Eells,  Abolitionist 
candidate  for  the  same  office,  received  5)iS2  votps. 
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By  the  new  Constitutioa  of  1S48,  a  new  election  for 
State  officers  was  ordered  in  November  of  that  year, 
before  Gov.  French's  term  was  half  out,  and  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  He  was  there- 
fore the  incunbent  for  six  consectttive  years,  the 
only  Governor  of  this  State  who  has  ever  served  in 
that  capacity  so  long  at  one  time.  As  there  was  no 
organized  opoosition  to  his  election,  lie  received  67,- 
453  votes,  to  5,639  for  Pierre  Me;iard  (son  of  the 
first  Lieutenant  Governor),  4,748  for  Charles  V. 
Dyer,  3,834  for  W.  L.  D.  Morrison,  and  1,361  for 
James  L.  D.  Morrison.  But  Wm.  McM.irtry,  of 
Knox  County,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
place  of  Joseph  B.  Wells,  who  was  before  elected 
and  did  not  run  again. 

Governor  French  was  inaugurated  into  office  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  closed 
during  the  summer  of  1847,  although  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  not  made  until  Feb.  2, 
1848.  The  policy  of  Gov.  French's  party  was  com- 
mitted to  that  war,  but  in  connection  with  that  affair 
he  was,  of  course,  only  an  administrative  officer. 
During  his  term  of  office,  Feb.  19,  1847,  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  special  per.nission  of  Congress,  declared  tliat 
all  Government  lands  sold  to  settlers  should  be  im- 
mediately subject  to  State  taxation;  before  this  they 
were  exempt  for  five  years  after  sale.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  revenue  was  materially  increased. 
About  the  same  lime,  the  distribution  of  Government 
land  warrants  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  as  bounty 
threw  upon  the  market  a  great  quantity  of  good 
lands,  and  this  enhanced  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
The  same  Legislature  authorized,  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  the  sale  of  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  (from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  the 
first  in  the  State  and  now  a  section  of  the  Wabash, 
St.  Louis  &  Pacific)  It  sold  for  $roo,ooo  in  bonds, 
although  it  liad  cost  the  State  not  less  than  a  million. 
The  salt  wells  and  canal  lands  in  the  Saline  reserve 
in  Gallatin  County,  granted  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment to  the  State,  were  also  authorized  by  the 
Governor  to  be  sold,  to  apply  on  the  State  debt.  In 
1850,  for  the  first  time  since  1839,  the  accruing  State 
revenue,  exclusive  of  specific  appropriations,  was 
sufficient  tj  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the 
treasury.  The  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the 
State  at  this  time  was  over  $100,000,000,  and  the 
population  851,470. 
I    4» 


In  1849  the  Legislature  adopted  the  township  or- 
ganization law,  which,  however,  proved  defective, 
and  was  properly  amended  in  185  i.  At  its  session 
in  the  latter  year,  the  General  Assembly  also  pasied 
a  law  to  exempt  homesteads  from  sale  on  executions 
This  beneficent  measure  had  been  repeatedly  utged 
upon  that  body  by  Gov.  French. 

In  1850  some  business  men  in  St.  Louis  com- 
menced to  build  a  dike  opposite  the  lower  part  of 
their  city  on  the  Illinois  side,  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
in  its  channel  near  St.  Louis,  instead  of  breaking 
away  from  them  as  it  sometimes  threatened  to  do. 
This  they  undertook  without  permission  from  the 
Legislature  or  ExecuUve  authority  of  this  State  ;  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  ther&  complained  that 
the  scheme  would  inundate  and  ruin  much  valuable 
land,  there  was  a  slight  conflict  of  jurisdictions,  re- 
sulting in  favor  of  the  St.  Louis  project;  and  since 
then  a  good  site  has  existed  there  for  a  city  (East  St. 
Louis),  and  now  a  score  of  railroads  center  there. 

It  was  in  September,  1850,  that  Congress  granted 
to  this  State  nearly  3,000,000  acres  of  land  in  aid  of 
the  completion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
which  constituted  the  most  important  epoch  in  the 
railroad — we  might  say  internal  improvement — his- 
tory of  the  State.  The  road  was  rushed  on  to  com- 
pletion, which  accelerated  the  settlement  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  State  by  a  good  class  of  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  by  the  charter  a  good  income  to  the  State 
Treasury  is  paid  in  from  the  earnings  of  the  road. 

In  185  I  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
free  stock  banks,  which  was  the  source  of  much  leg- 
islative discussion  for  a  number  of  years. 

But  we  have  not  space  further  to  particularize 
concerning  legislation.  Gov.  Frencli's  administra- 
tion was  not  marked  by  any  feature  to  be  criticised, 
while  the  country  was  settling  up  as  never  before. 

In  stature,  Gov.  French  was  of  medium  height, 
squarely  built,  light  coraplexioned,  with  ruddy  face 
and  pleasant  countenance.  In  manners  he  was 
plain  and  agreeable.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat 
diffident,  but  he  was  often  very  outspoken  in  his  con- 
victions of  duty.  In  public  speech  he  was  not  an 
orator,  but  was  chaste,  earnest  and  persuasive.  In 
business  he  was  accurate  and  methodical,  and  in  his 
adininistration  he  kept  up  the  credit  of  the  State. 

He  died  in  1865,  at  his  home  in  Lebanon,  St. 
Clair  Co.,  111. 
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OEL  A.  MATTESON,  Governor 
(^-»s  1853-6,  was  born  Aug.  8,  1808, 
in  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 
^  to  which  place  his  father  had  re- 
moved from  Vermont  three  years 
before.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  fair  circumstances,  but  a  com- 
mon English  education  was  all 
that  his  only  son  received.  Young 
Joel  first  tempted  fortune  as  a 
small  tradesman  in  Prescott, 
Canada,  before  he  was  of  age. 
He  returned  from  that  place  to 
his  home,  entered  an  academy, 
taught  school,  visited  the  prin- 
cipal Eastern  cities,  improved  a  farm  his  father  had 
given  him,  made  a  tour  in  the  South,  worked  there 
in  building  railroads,  experienced  a  storm  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  visited  the  gold  diggings  of  Northern 
Georgia,  and  returned  v/a  Nashville  to  St.  Louis  and 
through  Illinois  to  his  father's  home,  when  he  mar- 
ried. In  1833,  having  sold  his  farm,  he  removed, 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  to  Illinois,  and  entered 
a  claim  on  Government  land  near  the  head  of  An 
Sable  River,  in  what  is  now  Kendall  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  not  more  than  two  neighbors 
within  a  range  of  ten  miles  of  his  place,  and  only 
three  or  four  houses  between  him  and  Chicago.  He 
opened  a  large  farm.     His  family  \ras  boa.rdy^  '" 


^m-^ 


miles  away  while  he  erected  a  house  on  his  claim, 
sleeping,  during  this  time,  under  a  rude  pole  shed. 
Here  his  life  was  once  placed  in  imminent  peril  by 
a  huge  prairie  rattlesnake  sharing  his  bed. 

In  1835  he  bought  largely  at  the  Government  land 
sales.  During  the  speculative  real-estate  mania  which 
broke  out  in  Chicago  in  1836  and  spread  over  the  State, 
he  sold  his  lands  under  the  inflation  of  that  period 
and  removed  to  Joliet.  In  1838  he  became  a  heavy 
contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  job  in  1841,  when  hard  times 
prevailed,  business  at  a  stand,  contracts  paid  in  State 
scrip;  when  all  the  public  works  except  the  canal 
were  abandoned,  the  State  offered  for  sale  700  tons 
of  railroad  iron,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mat- 
teson  at  a  bargain.  This  he  accepted,  shipped  and 
sold  at  Detroit,  realizing  a  very  handsome  profit, 
enough  to  pay  off  all  his  canal  debts  and  leave  him  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  dollars.  His  enterprise 
next  prompted  him  to  start  a  woolen  mill  at  Joliet, 
in  which  he  prospered,  and  which,  after  successive 
enlargements,  became  an  enormous  establishment. 

In  1842  he  was  first  elected  a  State  Senator,  but, 
by  a  bungling  apportionment,  John  Pearson,  a  Senator 
holding  over,  was  found  to  be  in  the  same  district, 
and  decided  to  be  entitled  to  represent  it.  Mat- 
teson's  seat  was  declared  vacant.  Pearson,  however, 
with  a  nobleness  difficult  to  appreciate  in  this  day  of 
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greed  for  office,  unwilling  lo  represent  his  district 
under  the  circumstLincei,  immediately  resigned  his 
unexpired  term  of  two  years.  A  bill  was  passed  in  a 
few  hours  ordering  a  new  election,  and  in  ten  days' 
time  Mr.  Matteson  was  returned  re-elected  and  look 
his  seat  as  Senator.  From  his  well-known  capacity 
as  a  business  man,  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  position  he  held  during 
this  half  andt.vo  full  succeeding  Senatorial  terms, 
discharging  its  im|X)rtar.t  duties  with  ability  and  faith- 
fulness. Besides  his  extensive  woolen-mill  interest, 
when  work  w.is  resumed  on  the  canal  under  the  new 
loan  of  $r, 600,000  he  again  became  a  heavy  con- 
tractor, and  also  subseque;itly  operated  largely  in 
building  railroads.  Tiuis  he  showed  himself  a  most 
energetic  and  thorouijh  business  man. 

He  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  which  met  at  Springfield 
April  20,  1852.  Other  candidates  before  the  Con- 
vention were  D.  L.  Gregg  and  F.  C.  Sherman,  of 
Cook ;  John  Dement,  of  Lee  ;  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Menard;  Lewis  VV.  Ross, of  Fulton  ;  and  D.  P.  Bush, 
of  Pike.  Gustavus  Koerner,  of  St.  Clair,  was  nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor.  For  the  same  offices 
the  Whigs  nominated  Edwin  B.  Webb  and  Dexter  A. 
Knowlton.  Mr.  Matteson  received  80,645  votes  at 
the  election,  while  Mr.  Webb  received  64,408.  Mat- 
teson's  forte  was  not  on  the  stump;  he  had  not  cul- 
tivated the  art  of  oily  flattery,  or  the  faculty  of  being 
all  things  to  all  men.  His  intellectual  qualities  took 
rather  the  direction  of  efficient  executive  ability.  His 
turn  consisted  not  so  much  in  the  adroit  manage- 
ment of  party,  or  the  powerful  advocacy  of  great  gov- 
ernmental principles,  as  in  those  more  solid  and 
enduring  operations  which  cause  the  physical  devel- 
opment and  advancement  of  a  State, — of  commerce 
and  business  enterprise,  into  which  he  labored  with 
success  to  lead  the  people.  As  a  politician  he  was 
just  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  both  in  official  and 
private  life  he  then  stood  untainted  and  free  from 
blemish.  As  a  man,  in  active  benevolence,  social 
rirtues  and  all  the  amiable  qualities  of  neighbor  or 
litizen,  he  had  ^q'n  superiors.  His  messages  present 
a  perspicuous  array  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  are  often  couched  in  forcible  and  elegant 
diction. 

The  greatest  excitement  during  liis  term  of  office 
' '  was  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  ("ompromise,  by  Con- 


gress, under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
1854,  when  the  bill  was  passed  organizing  the  Terri- 
tory of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North,  through  their  bitter  op- 
position to  the  Democratic  party,  naturally  drifted 
into  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  and  thus  led  to  what 
was  temporarily  called  the  "Anti-Nebraska"  party, 
while  the  followers  of  Douglas  were  known  as  "  Ne- 
braska or  Douglas  Democrats."  It  was  during  this 
embryo  stage  of  the  Republican  party  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  forward  as  the  "Anti-Nebraska  " 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship,  while 
Gen.  James  Shields,  the  incumbent,  was  re-noni- 
inated  by  the  Democrats.  But  after  a  fewballotings 
in  the  Legislature  (1855),  these  men  were  dropped, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  an  Anti-Nebraska  Democrat, 
was  brought  up  by  the  former,  and  Mr.  Matteson, 
then  Governor,  by  the  latter.  On  the  nth  ballot 
Mr.  Trumbull  obtained  one  majority,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly declared  elected.  Before  Gov.  Matteson's 
term  expired,  the  Republicans  were  fully  organized 
as  a  national  party,  and  in  1856  put  into  the  field  a 
full  national  and  State  ticket,  carrying  the  State,  but 
not  the  nation. 

The  Legislature  of  1855  passed  two  very  import- 
ant measures, — the  present  free-school  system  and  a 
submission  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
of  the  popular  vote. 

During  the  four  years  of  Gov.  Matteson 's  admin- 
istration the  taxable  wealth  of  tlie  State  was  about 
trebled,  from  $137,818,079  to  $349,951,272;  the  pub- 
lic debt  w.is  reduced  from  $17,398,985  to  $12,843,- 
r44;  taxation  was  at  the  same  time  reduced,  and  the 
State  resumed  paying  interest  on  its  debt  in  New 
York  as  fast  as  it  fell  due;  railroads  were  increased 
in  their  mileage  from  something  less  than  400  to 
about  3,000 ;  and  the  population  of  Chicago  was 
nearly  doubled,  and  its  commerce  more  than  quad- 
rupled. 

Before  closing  this  account,  we  regret  that  we  have 
to  say  that  Mr.  Matteson,  in  all  other  respects  an 
upright  man  and  a  good  Governor,  was  implicated 
in  a  false  re-issue  of  redeemed  canal  serin,  amount- 
ing to  $224,182.66.  By  a  suit  in  the  Sangamon  Cir- 
cuit Court  the  State  recovered  the  principal  and  all 
the  interest  excepting  $27,500. 

He   died  in    the   winter  of  1872-3,   at  Chicago. 
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[LLIAM  H.  BISSELL,  Gov- 
ernor 1857-60,  was  born 
;s  April  25,  181 1,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  near 
Painted  Post,  Yates  County. 
His  parents  were  obscure, 
honest.  God-fearing  people, 
"  bo  reared  their  children  under  the  daily 
example  of  industry  and  frugality,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  that  class  of  Eastern 
society.  Mr.  Bissell  received  a  respecta- 
ble but  not  thorough  academical  education. 
By  assiduous  application  he  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  medicine,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  came  West  and  located  in  Mon- 
roe County,  this  State,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  But  he  was  not  enam- 
ored of  his  calling:  he  was  swayed  by  a  broader 
ambition,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  and  its  arduous  duties  failed  to  yield  him 
further  any  charms.  In  a  few  years  he  discovered 
his  choice  of  a  profession  to  be  a  mistake,  and  when 
he  approached  the  age  of  30  he  sought  to  begin 
anew.  Dr.  Bissell,  no  doubt  unexpectedly  to  him- 
self, discovered  a  singular  facility  and  charm  of 
speech,  the  exercise  of  which  acquired  for  him  a 
ready  local  notoriety.     It  soon  came  to  be  under- 

<*         


stood  that  he  desired  to  abandon  his  profession  and 
take  up  that  of  the  law.  During  terms  of  Court  he 
would  spend  his  time  at  the  county  seat  among  the 
members  of  the  Bar,  who  extended  to  him  a  ready 
welcome. 

It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that  lie  sliould  drift 
into  public  life.  In  1840  he  was  elected  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat to  the  Legislature  from  Monroe  County,  and 
was  an  efficient  member  of  that  body.  On  his  re- 
turn home  he  qualified  himself  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  and  speedily  rose  to  the  front  rank  as  an  advo- 
cate. His  powers  of  oratory  were  captivating.  With  a 
pure  diction,  charming  and  inimitable  gestures, 
clearness  of  statement,  and  a  remarkable  vein  of  sly 
liumor,  his  efforts  before  a  jury  told  with  irresistible 
effect.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  Circuit  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  that  position  he  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
State,  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Bar,  and  seldom 
failed  to  convict  the  offender  of  the  law. 

In  stature  he  was  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  and 
with  a  straight,  military  bearing,  he  presented  a  dis- 
tinguished appearance.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
his  head  well  poised,  though  not  large,  his  address 
pleasant  and  manner  winning.  He  was  exemplary 
in  his  habits,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind  parent. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  James,  <  r 
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of  Monroe  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
both  daughters.  She  died  soon  after  the  year  1840, 
and  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  second  wife  a  daughter 
of  Elias  K.  Kane,  previously  a  United  States  Senator 
from  this  State.  She  survived  him  but  a  short  time, 
and  died  without  issue. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  was  declared  in  i  S46, 
Mr.  Bissell  enlisted  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  his 
regiment,  over  Hon.  Don  Morrison,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote, — 807  to  6.  Considering  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  had,  he  evinced  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  On  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista 
he  acquitted  himself  with  intrepid  and  distinguished 
ability,  contributing  with  his  regiment,  the  Second 
Illinois,  in  no  small  degree  toward  saving  the  waver- 
ing fortunes  of  our  arms  during  that  long  and  fiercely 
contested  battle. 

After  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  elected  to  Congress,  his  opponents  being  the 
Hons.  P.  B.  Fouke  and  Joseph  Gillespie.  He  served 
two  terms  in  Congress.  He  was  an  ardent  politician. 
During  the  great  contest  of  1850  he  voted  in  favor 
of  the  adjustment  measures;  but  in  1854  he  opposed 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  act  and 
therefore  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  of  Douglas,  and 
thus  became  identified  with  the  nascent  Republican 
party. 

During  his  first  Congressional  term,  while  the 
Southern  members  were  following  their  old  practice 
of  intimidating  the  North  by  bullying  language, 
and  claiming  most  of  the  credit  for  victories  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  Jefferson  Davis  claiming  for  the 
Mississippi  troops  all  tiie  credit  for  success  at  Buena 
Vista,  Mr.  Bissell  bravely  defended  the  Northern 
troops;  whereupon  Davis  challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel, 
which  was  accepted.  This  matter  was  brought  u)3 
against  Bissell  when  he  was  candidate  for  Governor 
and  during  his  term  of  office,  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  forbade  any  duelist  from  holding  a  State 
office. 

In  1856,  when  the  Republican  party  first  put  forth 
a  candidate,  John  C.  Fremont,  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  party  nominated  Mr.  Bissell 
for  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  John  Wood,  of  Quincy, 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  while  the  Democrats  nomi- 
nated Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson,  of  Adams  County, 
for  Governor,  and  Col.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Cook 
■"  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.     The  result  of  the 
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election  was  a  plurality  of  4,729  votes  over  Richard- 
son. The  American,  or  Know-Nothing,  party  had  a 
ticket  in  the  field.  The  Legislature  was  nearly  bal- 
anced, but  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Governor. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  was  short  and  rather 
ordinary,  and  was  criticised  for  expressing  the  sup- 
posed obligations  of  the  people  to  the  incorporators 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  and  for  re- 
opening the  slavery  question  by  allusions  to  the 
Kansas  troubles.  Late  in  the  session  an  apportion- 
ment bill,  based  upon  the  State  census  of  1855,  was 
passed,  amid  much  partisan  strife.  The  Governor 
at  first  signed  the  bill  and  then  vetoed  it.  A  furious 
debate  followed,  and  the  question  whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  the  authority  to  recall  a  signature  was 
referred  to  the  Courts,  that  of  last  resort  deciding  in 
favor  of  the  Governor.  Two  years  afterward  another 
outrageous  attempt  was  made  for  a  re-apportionment 
and  to  gerrymander  the  State,  but  the  Legislature 
failed  to  pass  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor. 

It  was  during  Gov.  Bissell's  administration  that 
the  notorious  canal  scrip  fraud  was  brought  to  light, 
implicating  ex-Gov.  Matteson  and  other  prominent 
State  officials.  The  principal  and  interest,  aggregat- 
ing $255,500,  was  all  recovered  by  the  State  except- 
ing $27,500.     (See  sketch  of  Gov.  Matteson.) 

In  1859  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  fraudu- 
lently refund  the  Macalister  and  Stebbins  bonds  and 
thus  rob  the  State  Treasury  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  State  Government  was  impli- 
cated in  this  affair,  and  to  this  day  remains  unex- 
plained or  unatoned  for.  For  the  above,  and  other 
matters  previously  mentioned.  Gov.  Bissell  has  been 
severely  criticised,  and  he  has  also  been  most  shame- 
fully libelled  and  slandered. 

On  account  of  exposure  in  the  army,  the  remote 
cause  of  a  nervous  form  of  disease  gained  entrance 
into  his  system  and  eventually  developed  paraplegia, 
affecting  his  lower  extremities,  which,  while  it  left 
his  body  in  comparative  health,  deprived  him  of  loco- 
motion except  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  While  he  was 
generally  hopeful  of  ultimate  recovery,  this  myste- 
rious disease  pursued  him,  without  once  relaxing  its 
stealthy  hold,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  March  r8, 
i860,  over  nine  months  before  the  expiration  of  his 
gubernatorial  term,  at  the  early  age  of  48  years.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  of 
which  he  harl  been  a  member  since  1854. 
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|OHN  WOOD,  Governo/  1 860-1 ,  and 
jl^.*«  the  first  settler  of  Qaincy,  111., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Sempro- 
nius  (now  Moravia),  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  20,  r798.  He  was 
the  second  child  and  only  son  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Wood.  His  mother, 
nee  Catherine  Crause,  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  died 
while  he  was  an  infant.  Dr. 
Wood  was  a  learned  and  skillful 
physician,  of  classical  attain- 
ments and  proficient  in  several 
modern  lai.guages,  who,  after 
serving  throughout  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  as  a  Surgeon,  settled  on  ilie  land  granted 
him  by  the  Government,  and  resided  there  a  re- 
spected and  leading  influence  in  his  section  until  his 
death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  Western  adventure  then  pervading  everywhere, 
left  his  home,  Nov.  2,  1818,  and  passed  the  succeed- 
ing winter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  pushed  on  to  Illinois,  landing  at  Shawneetown, 
and  spent  the  fall  and  following  winter  in  Calhoun 
County.  In  1820,  in  company  with  Willard  Keyes, 
he  settled  in  Pike  County,  about  30  miles  southeast 
of  Quincy,  where  for  the  next  two  years  he  pursued 
farming.  In  T82r  he  visited  "the  Bluffs"  (as  the 
present  site  of  Quincy  was  called,  then  uninhabited) 
and,  pleased  with  its  prospects,  soon  after  purchased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  near  by,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing fall  (1822)  erected  near  the  river  a  small  cabin. 
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18  X  20  feet,  the  first  building  in  Quincy,  of  which 
he  then  became  the  first  and  for  some  months  the 
only  occupant. 

About  this  time  he  visited  his  old  friends  in  Pike 
County,  chief  of  whom  was  William  Ross,  the  lead- 
ing man  in  building  up  the  village  of  Atlas,  of  that 
county,  which  was  thought  then  to  be  the  possible 
commencement  of  a  city.  One  day  they  and  others 
were  traveling  together  over  the  country  between  the 
two  points  named,  making  observations  on  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  localities.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Mississijjpi  near  Mr.  Wood's  place, 
the  latter  told  his  companions  to  follow  him  and  he 
would  show  thein  where  he  was  going  to  build  a  city. 
They  went  about  a  mile  off  the  main  trail,  to  a  high 
point,  from  which  the  view  in  every  direction  was 
most  magnificent,  as  it  had  been  for  ages  and  as  yet 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  Before  them  swept 
by  the  majestic  Father  of  Waters,  yet  unburdened  by 
navigation.  After  Mr.  Wood  had  expatiated  at 
length  on  the  advantages  of  tlie  situation,  Mr.  Ross 
replied,  "  But  it's  too  near  Atlas  ever  to  amount  to 
anything!" 

Atlas  is  still  a  cultivated  farm,  and  Quincy  is  a 
city  of  over  30,000  population. 

In  1824  Mr.  Wood  gave  a  newspaper  notice, 
as  the  law  then  prescribed,  of  liis  intention  to  apply 
to  the  General  Assenilily  for  the  formation  of  a  new 
county.  This  was  done  the  following  winter,  result- 
ing in  the  establishment  of  the  present  Adams 
County.  During  the  next  summer  Quincy  was  se- 
lected as  the  county  seat,  it  and  the  vicinity  then 
containing  but  four  adult  male  residents   and  half 
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that  number  of  females.  Sinoe  that  period  Mr. 
Wood  resided  at  the  place  of  his  early  adoption  un- 
til his  death,  and  far  more  than  any  other  man  was 
he  identified  with  every  measure  of  its  progress  and 
historj',  and  almost  continuously  kept  in  public  posi- 
tions. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  town  Trustees,  and  after 
the  place  became  a  city  he  was  often  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  many  times  elected  Mayor,  in  the 
face  of  a  constant  large  opposition  political  majority. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  1856, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the 
ticket  with  Wm.  H.  Bissell  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
death  of  the  latter,  March  18,  i860,  he  succeeded  to 
the  Chief  Executive  chair,  which  he  occupied  until 
Gov.  Yates  was  inaugurated  nearly  ten  months  after- 
ward. 

Nothing  very  marked  characterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  Wood.  The  great  anti-slavery  cam- 
paign of  i860,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  honest 
Illinoisan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  occurred  during  the  short  period 
while  Mr.  Wood  was  Governor,  and  the  excitement 
and  issues  of  that  struggle  dominated  over  every 
other  consideration, — indeed,  supplanted  them  in  a 
great  measure.  The  people  of  Illinois,  during  all 
that  time,  were  passing  the  comparatively  petty  strifes 
under  Bissell's  administration  to  tlie  overwhelming 
issue  of  preserving  the  whole  nation  from  destruction. 

In  186 1  ex-Gov.  Wood  was  one  of  the  five  Dele- 
gates from  Illinois  to  the  "  Peace  Convention  "  at 
Washington,  and  in  April  of  the  san.e  year,  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the    Rebellion,    he    was    appointed 


Quartermaster-General  of  the  State,  which  position 
he  held  throughout  the  war.  In  1864  he  took  com- 
mand as  Colonel  of  the  137th  111.  Vol.  Inf,  with 
whom  he  served  until  the  period  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired. 

Politically,  Gov.  Wood  was  always  actively  identi- 
fied with  tlie  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  Few 
men  have  in  personal  experience  comprehended  so 
many  surprising  and  advancing  local  changes  as 
vested  in  the  more  than  half  century  recollections  of 
Gov.  Wood.  Sixty-four  years  ago  a  solitary  settler 
on  the  "Bluffs,"  with  no  family,  and  no  neighbor 
within  a  score  of  miles,  the  world  of  civilization  away 
behind  him,  and  the  strolling  red-man  almost  his 
only  visitant,  he  lived  to  see  growing  around  him, 
and  under  his  auspices  and  aid,  overspreading  the 
wild  hills  and  scraggy  forest  a  teaming  city,  second 
only  in  size  in  the  State,  and  surpassed  nowhere  in 
beauty,  prosperity  and  promise ;  whose  people  recog- 
nize as  with  a  single  voice  the  proverbial  honor  and 
liberality  that  attach  to  the  name  and  lengthened 
life  of  their  pioneer  settler,  "the  old  Governor." 

Gov.  Wood  was  twice  married, — -first  in  January, 
1826,  to  Ann  M.  Streeter,  daughter  of  Joshua  Streeter, 
formerly  of  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  had 
eight  children.  Mrs.  W.  died  Oct.  8,  1863,  and  in 
June,  1 865,  Gov.  Wood  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Holmes.  Gov.  Wood  died  June  4, 
1880,  at  his  residence  in  Quincy.  Four  of  his  eight 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
Gen.  John  Tillson;  Daniel  C,  who  married  Mary  J. 
Abernethy;  John,  Jr.,  who  married  Josephine  Skinner, 
and  Joshua  S.,  who  married  Annie  Bradley.  The 
last  mentioned  now  resides  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and 
all  the  rest  are  still  at  Quincy. 
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ilCHARD  YATES,  the  "War 
Governor,"  1 86 1-4,  was  born 
Jan.  18,  1818,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio  River,  at  Warsaw, 
Gallatin  Co.,  Ky.  His  father 
moved  in  1831  to  Illinois,  and 
after  stopping  for  a  time  in 
Springfield,  settled  at  Island 
Grove,  Sangamon  County.  Here, 
after  attending  school,  Richard  joined 
the  family.  Subsequently  he  entered 
Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville, 
where,  in  1837,  he  graduated  with 
first  honors.  He  chose  for  his  pro- 
fession the  law,  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Har- 
din being  his  instructor.  After  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  soon  rose  to  distinction  as  an 
advocate. 

Gifted  with  a  fluent  and  ready  oratory,  he  soon 
appeared  in  the  political  hustings,  and,  being  a 
passionate  admirer  of  the  great  Whig  leader  of  the 
West,  Henry  Clay,  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  to 
the  Darty  of  his  idol.  In  1840  he  engaged  with  great 
ardor  in  the  exciting  "  hard  cider  "  campaign  for 
Harrison.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Morgan  County,  a  Democratic 
stronghold.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  and  such  was  the  fascination  of  his  ora- 
tory that  by  1850  his  large  Congressional  District, 
extending  from  Morgan  and  Sangamon  Counties 
north  to  include  LaSalle,  unanimously  tendered  him 
the  Whig  nomination  for  Congress.  His  Democratic 
opponent  was  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a  very  pop- 
ular man  who  had  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  who  had 
beaten  Hon.  Stephen  T.  Logan  for  the  same  position, 
A*  


two  years  before,  by  a  large  majority.  Yates  waa 
elected.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected,  over 
John  Calhoun. 

It  was  during  Yates'  second  term  in  Congress  that 
the  great  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise was  agitated,  and  the  bars  laid  down  for  re- 
opening the  dreaded  anti-slavery  question.  He  took 
strong  grounds  against  the  repeal,  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  rising  Republican  party.  Conse- 
quently he  fell  into  the  minority  in  his  district,  which 
was  pro-slavery.  Even  then,  in  a  third  contest,  he 
fell  behind  Major  Harris  only  200  votes,  after  the 
district  had  two  years  before  given  Pierce  2,000 
majority  for  President. 

The  Republican  State  Convention  of  i860  met  at 
Decatur  May  9,  and  nominated  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor Mr.  Yates,  in  preference  to  Hon.  Norman  B. 
Judd,  of  Chicago,  and  Leonard  Swett,  of  Blooming- 
ton,  two  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  State,  who  were 
also  candidates  before  the  Convention.  Francis  A. 
Hoffman,  of  DuPage  County,  was  nominated  for 
Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  year  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  President,  a  period  re- 
membered as  characterized  by  the  great  whirlpool 
which  precipitated  the  bloody  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  Douglas  Democrats  nominated  J.  C.  Allen  of 
Crawford  County,  for  Governor,  and  Lewis  W.  Ross, 
of  Fulton  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The 
Breckenridge  Democrats  and  the  Bell-Everett  party 
had  also  full  tickets  in  the  field.  After  a  most  fear- 
ful campaign,  the  result  of  the  election  gave  Mr. 
Yates  172,196  votes,  and  Mr.  Allen  159,253.  Mr. 
Yates  received  over  a  thousand  more  votes  than  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  himself. 

Gov.  Yates  occupied  the  chair  of  State  during  the 
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most  critical  period  of  our  country's  history.  In  the 
fate  of  the  nation  was  involved  that  of  each  State. 
The  life  struggle  of  the  former  derived  its  sustenance 
from  the  loyalty  of  the  latter;  and  Gov.  Yates 
seemed  to  realize  the  situation,  and  proved  himself 
both  loyal  and  wise  in  upholding  the  Government. 
He  had  a  deep  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the 
people,  won  by  his  moving  eloquence  and  genial 
manners.  Erect  and  symmetrical  in  person,  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  with  a  winning  address  and  a 
magnetic  power,  few  men  possessed  more  of  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity.  His  oratory  was  scholarly  and 
captivating,  his  hearers  hardly  knowing  why  they 
were  transported.  He  was  social  and  convivial.  In 
the  latter  respect  he  was  ultimately  carried  too  far. 

The  very  creditable  military  efforts  of  this  State 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  putting  into  the 
field  the  enormous  number  of  about  200,000  soldiers, 
were  ever  promptly  and  ably  seconded  by  his  excel- 
lency ;  and  the  was  ambitious  to  deserve  the  title  of 
"the  soldier's  friend."  Immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  he  repaired  to  the  field  of  carnage  to  look 
after  the  wounded,  and  his  appeals  for  aid  were 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  people.  His  procla- 
mations calling  for  volunteers  were  impassionate 
appeals,  urging  upon  the  people  the  duties  and  re- 
quirements of  patriotism  ;  and  his  special  message 
in  1863  to  the  Democratic  Legislature  of  this  State 
pleading  for  material  aid  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Illinois  regiments,  breathes  a  deep  fervor 
of  noble  sentiment  and  feeling  rarely  equaled  in 
beauty  or  felicity  of  expression.  Generally  his  mes- 
sages on  political  and  civil  affairs  were  able  and  com- 
prehensive. During  his  administration,  however, 
there  were  no  civil  events  of  an  engrossing  character, 
although  two  years  of  his  time  were  replete  with 
partisan  quarrels  of  great  bitterness.  Military  ar- 
rests, Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  riot  in  Fulton 
County,  attempted  suppression  of  the  Chicago  Times 
and  the  usurping  State  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1862,  were  the  chief  local  topics  that  were  exciting 
during  the  Governor's  term.  This  Convention  assem- 
bled Jan.  7,  and  at  once  took  the  high  position  that 
the  law  calling  it  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  it 
had  supreme  power;  that  it  represented  a  virtual 
assemblage  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State,  and  was 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  all  power  necessary  to 
eflfect  a  peaceable  revolution  of  the  State  Government 


and  to  the  re-establishmenlof  one  for  the  "happiness, 
prosperity  and  freedom  of  the  citizens,"  limited  only 
by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the 
law  calling  the  Convention  required  its  members  to 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
as  well  as  that  of  the  general  Government,  they 
utterly  refused  to  take  such  oath.  They  also  as- 
sumed legislative  powers  and  passed  several  im[X)rt- 
ant  "laws!"  Interfering  with  the  (tJien)  present 
executive  duties.  Gov.  Yates  was  provoked  to  tell 
them  plainly  that  "  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  Convention  to  instruct  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty." 

In  1863  the  Governor  astonished  the  Democrats 
by  "  proroguing  "  their  Legislature.  This  body,  after 
a  recess,  met  June  2,  that  year,  and  soon  began  to 
waste  time  upon  various  partisan  resolutions ;  and, 
while  the  two  houses  were  disagreeing  upon  the 
question  of  adjourning  sine  die,  the  Governor,  having 
the  authority  in  such  cases,  surprised  them  all  by 
adjourning  them  "  to  the  Saturday  next  preceding  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  1865  !  "  This  led  to  great 
excitement  and  confusion,  and  to  a  reference  of  the 
Governor's  act  to  the  Supreme  Court,  who  decided  in 
his  favor.  Then  it  was  the  Court's  turn  to  receive 
abuse  for  weeks  and  months  afterward. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  a  conspiracy  was  de- 
tected at  Chicago  which  had  for  its  object  the  liber- 
ation of  the  prisoners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  the 
burning  of  the  city  and  the  inauguration  of  rebellion 
in  the  North.  Gen.  Sweet,  who  had  charge  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  first  had  his  suspicions  of  danger 
aroused  by  a  number  of  enigmatically  worded  letters 
which  passed  through  the  Camp  postofifice.  A  de- 
tective afterward  discovered  that  the  rebel  Gen. 
Marmaduke  was  in  the  city,  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  he,  with  other  rebel  officers — Grenfell, 
Morgan,  Cantrell,  Buckner  Morris,  and  Charles 
Walsh — was  arrested,  most  of  whom  were  convicted 
by  a  court-martial  at  Cincinnati  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment, — Grenfell  to  be  hung.  The  sentence 
of  the  latter  was  afterward  commuted  to  imprison- 
ment for  life,  and  all  the  others,  after  nine  months' 
imprisonment,  were  pardoned. 

In  March,  1873,  Gov.  Yates  was  appointed  a  Gov- 
ernment Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
which  office  he  continued  until  his  decease,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  27th  of  November  following. 
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f  ;^ICHARD  T.  OGLESBY,  Gov- 
g**  ernor  1865-8,  and  re-elected 
y^f  in  1872  and  1884,  was  born 
July  25,  1824,  in  Oldham  Co., 
Ky., — the  State  which  might 
ox  be  considered  the  "  mother  of 
Illinois  Governors."  Bereft  of 
his  parents  at  the  tender  age 
of  eight  years,  his  early  education 
was  neglected.  When  12  years  of 
age,  and  after  he  had  worked  a  year 
and  a  half  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
he  removed  with  an  uncle,  Willis 
Oglesby,  into  whose  care  he  had 
been  committed,  to  Decatur,  this 
State,  where  he  continued  his  ap- 
prenticeship as  a  mechanic,  working  si.x  months  for 
Hon.  E.  O.  Smith. 

In  1844  he  commenced  studying  law  at  Spring- 
field, with  Judge  Silas  Robbins,  and  read  with  him 
one  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1845,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Sullivan,  the  county  seat  of  Moultrie  County. 

The  next  year  the  war  with  Mexico  was  com- 
menced, and  in  June,  1846,  Mr.  Oglesby  volunteered, 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  Fourth  Illinois 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo. 

On  his  return  he  sought  to  perfect  his  law  studies 
by  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  Louisville,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  California  "gold  fever  "  in 
1849,  he  crossed  the  plains  and  mountains  to  the 
new  Eldorado,  driving  a  six-mule  team,  with  a  com- 


pany of  eight  men,  Henry  Prather  being  the  leader. 

In  1852  he  returned  home  to  Macon  County,  and 
was  placed  that  year  by  the  Whig  party  on  the  ticket 
of  Presidential  Electors.  In  1856  he  visited  Europe, 
Asia  and  Africa,  being  absent  20  months.  On  his 
return  home  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gallagher,  Wait  &  Oglesby. 
In  1858  he  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  the 
Hon.  James  C.  Robinson,  Democrat.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  to  the  Illinois  State  Senate ;  and  on  the 
evening  the  returns  of  this  election  were  coming  in, 
Mr.  Oglesby  had  a  fisticuff  encounter  with  "  Cerro 
Gordo  Williams,"  in  which  he  came  out  victorious, 
and  which  was  regarded  as  "  the  first  fight  of  the 
Rebellion."  The  following  spring,  when  the  war 
had  commenced  in  earnest,  his  ardent  nature 
quickly  responded  to  the  demands  of  patriotism  and 
he  enlisted.  The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
elected  him  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  second  one  in  the  State  raised  to  suppress  the 
great  Rebellion. 

He  was  shortly  entrusted  with  important  com- 
mands. For  a  time  he  was  stationed  at  Bird's  Point 
and  Cairo;  in  April  he  was  promoted  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral; at  Fort  Donelson  his  brigade  was  in  the  van, 
being  stationed  on  the  right  of  General  Grant's  army 
and  the  first  brigade  to  be  attacked.  He  lost  500 
men  before  re-inforcements  arrived.  Many  of  these 
men  were  from  Macon  County.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  and,  in  a  brave  charge  at  this 
place,  was  shot  in  the  left  lung  witli  an  ounce  ball, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in  expectation  of  im- 


f 


164 


-•►■ 


RICHARD  J.    OGLESB  Y 


mediate  de:itb.  That  rebel  ball  he  carries  to  this 
day.  On  his  partial  recovery  he  was  promoted  as 
Major  General,  for  gillantry,  his  commissioa  to  rank 
from  November,  1S62.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  i6th  Army 
Corps,  bat,  owing  to  inability  fro;n  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  he  relinquished  this  command  in  July,  that 
year.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  refused  to  accept  his 
resignation,  and  he  was  detailed,  in  December  follow- 
ing, to  court-martial  and  try  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  at  Washington,  where  he  remamed  until 
May,  1864,  when  he  returned  home. 

The  Republican,  or  U;iion,  State  Convention   of 

1864  was  held  at  Springfield,  May  25,  when  Mr. 
Oglesby  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
while  other  candidates  before  the  Convention  vi^ere 
Allen  C.  Fuller,  of  Boone,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  of  Sanga- 
mon, and  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Macoupin.  VVm. 
Bross,  of  Chicago,  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant 
Governor.  On  the  Democratic  State  ticket  were 
James  C.  Robinson,  of  Clark,  for  Governor,  and  S. 
Corning  Judd,  of  Fulton,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  general  election  gave  Gen.  Oglesby  a  majority 
of  about  31,000  votes.  The  Republicans  had  also  a 
majority  in  both  thj  Legislature  and  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  Congress. 

Gov.  Oglesby  was  duly  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1865. 
The  day  before  the  first  time  set  for  his  installation 
death  visited  his  home  at  Decatur,  and  look  from  it 
his  only  son,  an  intelligent  and  sprightly  lad  of  si.x 
years,  a  great  favorite  of  the  bereaved  parents.  This 
caused  the  inauguration  to  be  postponed  a  week. 

The  political  events  of  the  Legislative  session  of 

1865  were  the  election  of  ex-Gov.  Yates  to  tlie 
United  States  Senate,  and  the  ratification  of  the  13th 
amend^nent  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
abolishing  slavery.  This  session  also  signalized 
itself  by  repealing  tlie  notorious  "  black  laws,"  part 
of  which,  although  a  dead  letter,  had  held  their  place 
upon  the  statute  books  since  1819.  Also,  laws  re- 
quiring the  registration  of  voters,  and  establishing  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  were  passed  by  this  Leg- 
islature. But  the  same  body  evinced  that  it  was  cor- 
ruptly influenced  by  a  mercenary  lobby,  as  it  adopted 
some  bad  legislation,  over  the  Governor's  veto,  nota- 
bly an  amendment  to  a  charter  for  a  Chicago  horse 
railway,  granted  in  1859  for  25  years,  and  now 
sought  to  be  extended  99  years.  As  this  measure 
was  promptly  passed  over  his  veto  by  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  he  deemed  it  useless  further  to 
attempt  to  check  their  headlong  career.  At  this 
session  no  law  of  a  general  useful  character  or  public 
interest  was  perfected,  unless  we  count  such  the 
turning  over  of  the  canal  to  Chicago  to  be  deepened. 
The  session  of  1867  was  still  more  productive  of 
private  and  special  acts.  Many  omnibus  bills  were 
proposed,  and  some  passed.  The  contests  over  the 
location  of  the   Industrial  College,  the  Capital,  the 


Southern  Penitentiary,  and  the  canal  enlargement 
and  Illinois  River  improvement,  dominated  every- 
thing else. 

During  the  year  1872,  it  became  evident  that  if 
the  Republicans  could  re-elect  Mr.  Oglesby  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  they  could  also  elect  him  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  they  desired  to  do. 
Accordingly  they  re-nominated  hini  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  and  placed  upon  the  ticket  with  him  for 
Lieutenant  Governor,  John  L.  Beveridge,  of  Cook 
County.  On  the  other  side  the  Democrats  put  into 
the  field  Gustavus  Koerner  for  Governor  and  John 
C.  Black  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  election 
gave  the  Republican  ticket  majorities  ranging  from 
35,334  to  56,174, — the  Democratic  defection  being 
caused  mainly  by  their  having  an  old-time  Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  Horace  Greeley,  on  the  national  ticket 
for  President.  According  to  the  general  understand- 
ing had  beforehand,  as  soon  as  tlie  Legislature  met 
it  elected  Gov.  Oglesby  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
whereupon  Mr.  Beveridge  became  Governor.  Sena- 
tor Oglesby 's  term  expired  March  4,  1879,  having 
served  his  party  faithfully  and  exhibited  an  order  of 
statesmanship  beyond  criticism. 

During  the  campaign  of  1884  Mr.  Oglesby  was 
nominated  for  a  "third  term"  as  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  against  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Mayor 
of  Chicago,  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  Both 
gentlemen  "stumped  "  the  State,  and  while  the  peo- 
ple elected  a  Legislature  which  was  a  tie  on  a  joint 
ballot,  as  between  the  two  parties,  they  gave  the 
jovial  "  Dick"  Oglesby  a  majority  of  15,018  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  he  was  inaugurated  Jan.  30,  1885.  The 
Legislature  did  not  fully  organize  until  this  date,  on 
account  of  its  equal  division  between  the  two  main 
parties  and  the  consequent  desperate  tactics  of  each 
party  to  checkmate  the  latter  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Gov.  Oglesby  is  a  fine-appearing,  affable  man,  with 
regular,  well  defined  features  and  rotund  face.  In 
stature  he  is  a  little  above  medium  height,  of  a  large 
frame  and  somewhat  fleshy.  His  physical  appear- 
ance is  striking  and  prepossessing,  while  his  straight- 
out,  not  to  say  bluff,  manner  and  speech  are  well 
calculated  favorably  to  impress  the  average  masses. 
Ardent  in  feeling  and  strongly  committed  to  the  pol- 
icies of  his  party,  he  intensifies  Republicanism 
among  Republicans,  while  at  the  same  time  his  jovial 
and  liberal  manner  prevents  tliose  of  the  opposite 
party  from  hating  him. 

He  is  quite  an  effective  stump  orator.  With  vehe- 
ment, passionate  and  scornful  tone  and  gesture  , 
tremendous  physical  power,  which  in  speaking  he 
exercises  to  the  utmost;  with  frequent  descents  la 
the  grotesque;  and  with  abundant  homely  compari- 
sons or  frontier  figures,  expressed  in  tlie  broadest 
vernacular  and  enforced  with  stentorian  emphasis, 
he  delights  a  promiscuous  audience  beyond  measure. 
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i  OHN  Mc  AUI.EY  PALMER,  Gov- 
ernor 1869-72,  was  born  on 
Eagle  Creek,  Scott  Co.,  Ky., 
Sept.  13,  1817.  During  his  in- 
fancy, his  father,  who  had  been 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  18 12,  re- 
moved to  Christian  Co.,  Ky., 
where  lands  were  cheap.  Here 
the  future  Governor  of  the  great 
Prairie  State  spent  his  childhood 
and  received  such  meager  school- 
ing as  the  new  and  sparsely  set- 
tled country  afforded.  To  this 
he  added  materially  by  diligent 
reading,  for  which  he  evinced  an 
eaily  aptitude.  His  father,  an  ardent  Jackson  man, 
was  also  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  sentiments,  which 
he  thoroughly  impressed  upon  his  children.  In  183 1 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Madison  County. 
Here  the  labor  of  improving  a  farm  was  pursued  for 
about  two  years,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  Palmer's 
mother  broke  up  the  family.  About  this  time  Alton 
College  was  opened,  on  the  "manual  labor  "  system, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1834  young  Palmer,  with  his 
elder  brother,  Elihu,  entered  this  school  and  remained 
18  months.  Next,  for  over  three  years,  he  tried 
variously  coopering,  peddling  and  school-teaching. 

During    the   summer  of   1838  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  then  making  his 
^t^4* — 


first  canvass  for  Congress.  Young,  eloquent  and  in 
political  accord  with  Mr.  Palmer,  he  won  his  confi- 
dence, fired  his  ambition  and  fixed  his  purpose.  The 
following  winter,  while  teaching  near  Canton,  he  be- 
gan to  devote  his  spare  time  to  a  desultory  reading 
of  law,  and  in  the  spring  entered  a  law  office  at  Car- 
linville,  making  his  home  with  his  elder  brother, 
Elihu.  (The  latter  was  a  learned  clergyman,  of  con- 
siderable orginaUty  of  thought  and  doctrine.)  On 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  Douglas  being  one  of  his  examiners. 
He  was  not  immediately  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  would  have  located  elsewhere  than  Carlinville 
had  he  the  requisite  means.  Thus  his  early  poverty 
was  a  blessing  in  disguise,  for  to  it  he  now  attributes 
the  success  of  his  life. 

From  1839  on,  while  he  diligently  pursued  his 
profession,  he  participated  more  or  less  in  local 
politics.  In  1843  he  became  Probate  Judge.  In 
1847  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, where  he  took  a  leading  part.  In  1852  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  at  the  special 
session  of  February,  1854,  true  to  the  anti-slavery 
sentiments  bred  in  him,  he  took  a  firm  stand  in  op- 
position to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise; 
and  when  the  Nebraska  question  became  a  party 
issue  he  refused  to  receive  a  re-nomination  for  the 
Senatorship  at  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  issuing 
a  circular  to  that  effect.     A   few   weeks   afterward, 
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however,  hesitating  to  break  with  his  party,  he  par- 
ticipated in  a  Congressional  Convention  which  nomi- 
T.  L.  Harris  against  Richard  Yates,  and  which 
unqualifiedly  approved  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  But  later  in  the  campaign  he  made 
the  plunge,  ran  for  the  Senate  as  an  Anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  and  was  elected.  The  following  winter 
he  put  in  nomination  for  the  United  States  Senate 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  was  one  of  the  five  steadfast  men 
who  voted  for  him  until  all  the  Whigs  came  to  their 
support  and  elected  their  man. 

In  1856  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Convention  at  Bloomington.  He  ran  for  Congress  in 
1859,  but  was  defeated.  In  i860  he  was  Republican 
Presidential  Elector  for  the  State  at  large.  In  1S61 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Delegates  (all  Re- 
publicans) sent  by  Illinois  to  the  peace  congress  at 
Washington. 

When  the  civil  conflict  broke  out,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  the 
14th  111.  Vol.  Inf.,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Island  No.  10  ;  at  Farmington,  where  he  skillfully 
extricated  his  command  from  a  dangerous  position  ; 
at  Stone  River,  where  his  division  for  several  hours, 
Dec.  31,  1862,  held  the  advance  and  stood  like  a 
rock,  and  for  his  gallantry  there  he  was  made  Major 
General;  at  Chickaraauga,  where  his  and  Van  Cleve's 
divisions  for  two  hours  maintained  their  position 
when  they  were  cut  off  by  overpowering  numbers. 
Under  Gen.  Sherman,  he  was  assigned  to  the  i4lh 
Army  Corps  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
At  Peach-Tree  Creek  his  prudence  did  much  to  avert 
disaster.  In  February,  1865,  Gen.  Palmer  was  as- 
signed to  the  military  administration  of  Kentucky, 
which  was  a  delicate  post.  That  State  was  about 
half  rebel  and  half  Union,  and  those  of  the  latter 
element  were  daily  fretted  by  the  loss  of  their  slaves. 
He,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  rules  of  common  law, 
trembled  at  the  contemplation  of  his  extraordinary 
power  over  the  persons  and  property  of  his  fellow 
men,  with  which  he  was  vested  in  his  capacity  as 
military  Governor;  and  he  exhibited  great  caution  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  post. 

Gen.  Palmer  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Illi- 
nois by  the  Republican  State  Convention  whicli  met 
at  Peoriv  .May  6,  1868,  and  his  nomination  would 
probably  liave  been  made  by  acclamation  had  he  not 
persistently  declared  that  he  could  not  accept  a  can- 


didature for  the  office.  The  result  of  the  ensuing 
election  gave  Mr.  Palmer  a  majority  of  44,707  over 
John  R.  Eden,  the  Democratic  nominee. 

0.1  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January, 
1869,  the  first  thing  to  arrest  public  attention  was 
that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  which  took 
broad  State's  rights  ground.  This  and  some  minor 
points,  which  were  mare  in  keeping  with  the  Dema- 
cratic  sentiment,  constituted  the  entering  wedge  fir 
the  criticisms  and  reproofs  he  afterward  received 
from  the  Republican  party,  and  ultimately  resultetl 
in  his  entire  aleniation  from  the  latter  element.  The 
Legislature  just  referred  to  was  noted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  numerous  bills  in  the  interest  of  private 
parties,  which  were  embarrassing  to  the  Governor. 
Among  the  public  acts  passed  was  that  which  limited 
railroad  charges  for  passenger  travel  to  a  maximum 
of  three  cents  per  mile ;  and  it  was  passed  over  the 
Governor's  veto.  Also,  they  passed,  over  his  veto, 
the  "tax-grabbing  law"  to  pay  r^.ilrosi  subscriptions, 
tlie  Chicago  Lake  Front  bill,  etc.  The  new  State 
Constitution  of  1870,  far  superior  to  the  old,  was  a 
peaceful  "  revolution"  which  took  place  during  Gov. 
Palmer's  term  of  office.  The  suffering  caused  by  the 
great  Chicago  Fire  of  October,  187 1,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  prompt  responses  of  his  excellency. 

Since  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Palmers 's  term,  he  has 
been  somewhat  prominent  in  Illinois  politics,  and 
has  been  talked  of  by  many,  especially  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  as  the  best  man  in  the  State  for  a 
United  States  Senator.  His  business  during  life  has 
been  that  of  the  law.  Few  excel  him  in  an  accurate 
appreciation  of  the  depth  and  scope  of  its  principles- 
The  great  number  of  his  able  veto  messages  abun- 
dantly testify  not  only  this  but  also  a  rare  capacity  to 
point  them  out.  He  is  a  logical  and  cogent  reasoner 
and  an  interesting,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker, 
though  not  fluent  or  ornate.  Without  brilliancy,  his 
dealings  are  rather  with  facts  and  ideas  than  with 
appeals  to  passions  and  prejudices.  He  is  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman  of  very  high  order.  Physically  he  is 
above  the  medium  height,  of  robust  frame,  ruddy 
comjjlexion  and  sanguine-nervous  temperament.  He 
has  a  large  cranial  development,  is  vivacious,  social 
in  disposition,  easy  of  approach,  unostentatious  in  his 
habits  of  life,  democratic  in  his  habits  and  manners 
and  is  a  true  American  in  his  fundamental  principles 
of  statesman*hiD. 
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OHN  LOWRiE  BEVER- 
IDGE,  Governor  1873-6,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Green- 
wich, Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 
July  6,  1824.  His  parents 
were  George  and  Ann  Bever- 
idge.  His  father's  parents,  An- 
drew and  Isabel  Beveridge,  be- 
fore their  marriage  emigrated 
from  Scotland  just  before  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  in 
Washington  County.  His  father 
was  the  eldest  of  eight  brothers,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  60  years  of 
age  when  the  first  one  of  the  num- 
ber died.  His  mother's  parents, 
James  and  Agnes  Hoy,  emigrated 
from  Scotland  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  also  in 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  their 
first-born,  whose  "  native  land  "was 
the  wild  ocean.  His  parents  and 
grandparents  lived  beyond  the  time 
allotted  to  man,  their  average  age 
being  over  80  years.  They  belonged  to  the  "  Asso- 
ciate  Church,"   a   seceding   Presbyterian    body    of 


America  from  the  old  Scotch  school ;  and  so  rigid 
was  the  training  of  young  Beveridge  that  he  never 
heard  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister  except  that 
of  his  own  denomination  until  he  was  in  his  19th 
year.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  relation  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Beveridge  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, but  his  parents,  who  could  obtain  a  livelihood 
only  by  rigid  economy  and  industry,  could  not  send 
him  away  to  college.  He  was  raised  upon  a  farm, 
and  was  in  his  i8th  year  when  the  family  removed 
to  De  Kalb  County,  this  State,  when  that  section  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  Chicago  had  less  than  7,000 
inhabitants.  In  this  wild  West  he  continued  as  a 
farm  laborer,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months  to  supply  the  means  of  an  education.  In  the 
fall  of  1842  he  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  at 
Granville,  Putnam  Co.,  Ill,  and  subsequently  several 
terms  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary  at  Mount  Morris, 
Ogle  Co.,  111.,  completing  the  academic  course.  At 
this  time,  the  fall  of  1845,  his  parents  and  brothers 
were  anxious  to  have  him  go  to  college,  even  though 
he  had  not  money  sufficient;  but,  njt  willing  to  bur- 
den the  family,  he  packed  his  trunk  and  with  only 
$40   in  money   started    South    to  seek    his  fortune. 
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Poor,  alone,  without  friends  and  influence,  he  thus 
entered  upon  the  battle  of  life. 

First,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson,  Overton  and 
Jackson  Cos.,  Tenn.,  in  which  experience  he  under- 
went considerable  mental  drill,  both  in  book  studies 
and  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  He  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  the  South,  but  did  not  learn 
to  love  the  institution  of  slavery,  although  he  ad- 
mired many  features  of  Southern  character.  In  De- 
cember, 1S47,  he  returned  North,  and  Jan.  20,  1848, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Judson,  in  the  old  Clark- 
Street  M.  E.  church  in  Chicago,  her  father  at  that 
time  being  Pastor  of  the  society  there.  In  the  spring 
of  1848  he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Tennessee, 
where  his  two  children.  Alia  May  and  Philo  Judson, 
were  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1849,  through  the  mismanagement 
of  an  associate,  he  lost  what  little  he  had  accumu- 
lated and  was  left  in  debt.  He  soon  managed  to 
earn  means  to  pay  his  debts,  returned  to  De  Kalb 
Co.,  111.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Sycamore,  the  county  seat.  On  arrival 
from  the  South  he  had  but  one-quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
money,  and  scanty  clothing  and  bedding  for  himself 
and  family.  He  borrowed  a  little  money,  practiced 
law,  worked  in  public  offices,  kept  books  for  some  of 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  and  some  railroad  en- 
gineering, till  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Evanston,  12  miles  north  of  Chicago,  a  place  then 
but  recently  laid  out,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Northwestern  University,  a  Methodist  institution. 
Of  the  latter  his  father-in-law  was  then  financial 
agent  and  business  manager.  Here  Mr.  Beveridge 
prospered,  and  the  next  year  (1855)  opened  a  law 
office  in  Chicago,  where  he  found  the  battle  some- 
what hard;  but  he  persevered  with  encouragement 
and  increasing  success. 

Aug.  12,  i86i,  his  law  partner.  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  secured  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  authorized  Mr.  Beveridge  to  raise  a 
company  for  it.  He  succeeded  in  a  few  days  in  rais- 
ing the  company,  of  course  enlisting  himself  along 
with  it.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles, 
111.,  was  mustered  in  Sept.  18,  and  on  its  organiza- 
tion Mr.  B.  was  elected  Second  Major.  It  was  at- 
tached, Oct.  II,  to  the  Eighth  Cavalry  and  to  the 
Army  of  tlie  Potomac.  He  served  with  the  regiment 
until  November,  1863,  participating  in  some  40  bat- 


tles and  skirmishes  :  was  at  Fair  Oaks,  the  seven  days' 
fight  around  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  He  commanded  the  regiment 
the  greater  part  of  the  summer  of  1863,  and  it  was  while 
lying  in  camp  this  year  that  he  originated  the  policy 
of  encouraging  recruits  as  well  as  the  fighting  capac-. 
ity  of  the  soldiery,  by  the  wholesale  furlough  system. 
It  worked  so  well  that  many  other  officers  adopted 
it.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  recruited  another  com- 
pany, against  heavy  odds,  in  January,  1864,  was 
commissioned  Colonel  of  the  17th  111.  Cav.,  and 
skirmished  around  in  Missouri,  concluding  with  the 
reception  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith's 
army  in  Arkansas.  In  1865  he  commanded  various 
sub-districts  in  the  Southwest.  He  was  mustered 
out  Feb.  6,  1866,  safe  from  the  casualties  of  war  and 
a  stouter  man  than  when  he  first  enlisted.  His  men 
idolized  him. 

He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  to  practice  law,  with 
no  library  and  no  clientage,  and  no  political  experi- 
ence except  to  help  others  into  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1866  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Cook  County,  serving 
one  term;  next,  unril  November,  1870,  he  practiced 
law  and  closed  up  the  unfinished  business  of  his 
office.  He  was  then  elected  State  Senator;  in  No- 
vember, 187 1,  he  was  elected  Congressman  at  large; 
in  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Oglesby;  the  latter  be- 
ing elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  Mr.  Beveridge  became 
Governor,  Jan.  21,  1873.  Thus,  inside  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  Congressman  at  large.  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Governor.  The  principal  events  oc- 
curring during  Gov.  Beveridge 's  administration  were: 
The  completion  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes,  begun 
in  i86g;  the  partial  success  of  tlie  "farmers'  move- 
ment;" "  Haines'  Legislature  "  and  Illinois'  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial. 

Since  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term  ex-Gov. 
Beveridge  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bever- 
idge &  Dewey,  bankers  and  dealers  \\\  commercial 
paper  at  7 1  Dearborn  Street  (McCormick  Block), 
Chicago,  and  since  November,  1 881,  he  has  also  been 
Assistant  United  States  Treasurer:  office  in  the 
Government  Building.  His  residence  is  still  at  Ev- 
anston. 

He  has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  yet  residing  in 
De  Kalb  County — James  H.  Beveridge,  Mrs.  Jennet 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Isabel  French. 
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HELBY  M.  CULLOM,  Gover- 
nor 1877-83,13  the  sixth  child 
of  the  late  Richard  N.  Cullom, 
and  was  born  Nov.  22,  1829, in 
Wayne  Co.,  Ky.,  where  his  fa- 
ther then  resided,  and  whence 
both  the  Illinois  and  Tennessee 
branches  of  the  family  originated.  In 
the  following  year  the  family  emi- 
grated to  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  when  that  section 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  They  lo- 
cated on  Deer  Creek,  in  a  grove  at 
the  time  occupied  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians, attracted  there  by  the  superior 
hunting  and  fishing  afforded  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  winter  was 
known  as  the  "  hard  winter,"  the  snow  being  very 
deep  and  lasting  and  the  weather  severely  cold;  and 
the  family  had  to  subsist  mainly  on  boiled  corn  or 
hominy,  and  some  wild  game,  for  several  weeks.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  R.  N.  Cullom  became  a  prom- 
inent citizen  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  both  before  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
capital  from  Vaiidalia  to  Springfield.  He  died  about 
t873- 

Until  about  19  years  of  age  young  Cullom  grew  up 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  attending  school  as  he  had 
opportunity  during  the  winter.  Within  this  time, 
'  however,  he  spent  several  months  teaching  school, 


and  in  the  following  summer  he  "broke  prairie  "with 
an  ox  team  for  the  neighbors.  With  the  money  ob- 
tained by  these  various  ventures,  he  undertook  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary,  a 
Methodist  institution  at  Mt.  Morris,  Ogle  County; 
but  the  sudden  change  to  the  in-door  life  of  a  stu- 
dent told  severely  upon  his  health,  and  he  was  taken 
home,  being  considered  in  a  hopeless  condition.  While 
at  Mt.  Morris  he  heard  Hon.  E.  B.  Washburne  make 
his  first  speech. 

On  recovering  health,  Mr.  Cullom  concluded  to 
study  law,  under  the  instruction  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
at  Springfield,  who  had  by  this  time  attained  some 
notoriety  as  an  able  lawyer;  but  the  latter,  being  ab- 
sent from  his  office  most  of  the  time,  advised  Mr. 
Cullom  to  enter  the  office  of  Stuart  &  Edwards. 
After  about  a  year  of  study  there,  however,  his  health 
failed  again,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  once  more 
to  out-door  life.  Accordingly  he  bought  hogs  foi 
packing,  for  A.  G.  Tyng,  in  I'eoria,  and  while  he  re- 
gained his  health  he  gained  in  purse,  netting  $400  in 
a  few  weeks.  Having  been  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  was  soon  elected  City 
Attorney,  on  the  Anti-Nebraska  ticket. 

In  1856  he  ran  on  the  Fillmore  ticket  as  a  Presi- 
dential Elector,  and,  although  fiiiling  to  be  elected  as 
such,  he  was  at  tlio  same  time  elected  a  Representa- 
tive in  the  Legislature  from  Sangamon  County,  by  a 
local  coalition  of  the  American  and  Republican  par- 
lies. On  tlie  organizatioi  of  the  House,  he  received 
the  vote  of  the  Fillmore  men  for  Speaker.    Practicing 
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law  until  i860,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  a  Republican,  while  the  county  went  Demo- 
cratic on  the  Presidential  ticket.  In  January  follow- 
ing he  was  elected  Speaker,  probably  the  youngest 
man  who  had  ever  presided  over  an  Illinois  Legis- 
lature. After  the  session  of  i86i,  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  called  for 
that  year,  but  was  defeated,  and  thus  escaped  the 
disgrace  of  being  connected  with  that  abortive  party 
scheme  to  revolutionize  the  State  Government.  In 
1862  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  but 
was  defeated.-  The  same  year,  however,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Lincoln  on  a  Government 
Commission,  in  company  with  Gov.  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Cnarles  A.  Dana,  since  of  the 
New  York  Sun,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  at 
Cairo.     He  devoted  several  months  to  this  duty. 

In  1864  he  entered  upon  a  larger  political  field, 
being  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Congress  from  the  Eighth  (Springfield)  District,  in 
opposition  to  the  incumbent,  JohnT.  Stuart,  who  had 
been  elected  in  1862  by  about  1,500  majority  ovtr 
Leonard  Swett,  then  of  Bloomington,  now  of  Chicago. 
The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  Cullom  in  Novem- 
ber following  by  a  majority  of  1,785.  In  1866  he 
was  re-elected  to  Congress,  over  Dr.  E.  S.  Fowler,  by 
the  magnificent  majority  of  4,103  !  In  1868  he  was 
again  a  candidate,  defeating  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Edwards, 
another  of  his  old  preceptors,  by  2,884  votes. 

During  his  first  term  in  Congress  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  Expenditures  in 
the  Treasury  Department;  in  his  second  term,  on 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  on  Territories ; 
and  in  his  third  term  he  succeeded  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
Ohio,  to  the  Chairmanship  of  the  latter.  He  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  House,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
law  in  Utah,  which  caused  more  consternation  among 
the  Mormons  than  any  measure  had  previously,  but 
which,  though  it  passed  the  House,  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate. 

The  Republican  Convention  which  met  May  25, 
1876,  nominated  Mr.  Cullom  for  Governor,  while  the 
other  contestant  was  Gov.  Beveridge.  For  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor they  nominated  Andrew  Shuman,  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Journal.  For  the  same  offices  the 
Democrats,  combining  with  the  Anti-Monopolists, 
^ '    placed    in    nomination    Lewis   Steward,    a  wealthy 


farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  A.  A.  Glenn.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  rather  close,  Mr.  Cullom 
obtaining  only  6,800  majority.  He  was  inaugurated 
Jan.  8,  1877. 

Great  depression  prevailed  in  financial  circles  at 
this  time,  as  a  consequence  of  the  heavy  failures  of 
1 87  3  and  afterward,  the  effect  of  which  had  seemed 
to  gather  force  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  Gov. 
Cullom's  first  administration.  This  unspeculative 
period  was  not  calculated  to  call  forth  any  new 
issues,  but  the  Governor's  energies  were  at  one  time 
put  to  task  to  quell  a  spirit  of  insubordination  that 
had  been  begun  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  transferred  to  Illinois  at  Chicago,  East 
St.  Louis  and  Braidwood,  at  which  places  laboring 
men  for  a  short  tune  refused  to  work  or  allow  others 
to  work.  These  disturbances  were  soon  quelled  and 
the  wheels  of  industry  again  set  in  motion. 

In  May,  1880,  Gov.  Cullom  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  against  Lyman  Trumbull,  by  the 
Democrats;  and  although  the  former  party  was  some- 
what handicapped  in  the  campaign  by  a  zealous 
faction  opposed  to  Grant  for  President  and  to  Grant 
men  for  office  generally,  Mr.  Cullom  was  re-elected 
by  about  314,565,  to  277,532  for  the  Democratic  State 
ticket.  The  Greenback  vote  at  the  same  tmie  was 
about  27,000.  Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  again 
became  Repubhcan,  and  no  representative  of  the 
Greenback  or  Socialist  parties  were  elected.  Gov. 
Cullom  was  inaugurated  Jan.  10,  1S81.  In  his  mes- 
sage he  announced  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  State 
debt  had  been  provided  for. 

March  4,  1883,  the  term  of  David  Davis  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Illinois  expired,  and  Gov.  Cul- 
lom was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  This  promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  M.  Hamilton  to  the  Gov- 
ernorship. Senator  Cullom's  term  in  the  United 
States  Senate  will  expire  March  4,  i88g. 

A5  a  practitioner  of  law  Mr.  C.  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cullom,  Scholes  &  Mather,  al  Spring- 
field ;  and  he  has  also  been  President  of  the  State 
National  Bank. 

He  has  been  married  twice, — the  first  time  Dec. 
12,  1855,  to  Miss  Hannah  Fisher,  by  whom  he  had 
two  daughters;  and  the  second  time  May  5,  1863, 
to  Julia  Fisher.  Mrs.  C  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  with  which  religious  body  Mr. 
C.  is  also  in  sympathy.  y  1 


I 


] 


GOVERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS. 


179      \ 


*;:&#s"$«S::$*s:$<»^;;S^»^  s-*-  $*^  -«-  -*-  -*-s  iT*^;;;$««^;vg-#$z$**;r:^**;;:s'* 


m 


tM 


OHN  MARSHALL  HAMIL- 
TON, Governor  1883-5,  ^^-^ 
born  May  28,  1847,  in  a  log 
house  upon  a  farm  about  two 
miles  from  Richwood,  Union 
County,  Ohio.  His  father  was 
Samuel  Hamilton,  the  eldest  son 
of  Rev.  Wm.  Hamilton,  who,  to- 
gether with  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  was  among  the 
early  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  in 
Ohio.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was,  before  her  marriage, 
Mrs.  Nancy  McMorris,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Fauquier  or  Lou- 
doun County,  Va.,  and  related  to  the 
two  large  families  of  Youngs  and  Marshalls,  well 
known  in  that  commonwealth;  and  from  the  latter 
family  name  was  derived  the  middle  name  of  Gov. 
Hamilton. 

In  March,  1854,  Mr.  Hamilton's  father  sold  out 
his  little  pioneer  forest  home  in  Union  County,  O., 
and,  loading  his  few  household  effects  and  family 
(of  six  children)  into  two  emigrant  covered  wagons, 
moved  to  Roberts  Township,  Marshall  Co.,  111.,  being 
21  days  on  the  route.  Swamps,  unbridged  streams 
and  innumerable  hardships  and  privations  met  them 
on  their  way.  Their  new  home  had  been  previously 
selected  by  the  father.  Here,  after  many  long  years 
of  toil,  they  succeeded  in  paying  for  the  land  and 
making  a  comfortable  home.     Joha  was,  of  course, 

A*  


brought  up  to  hard  manual  labor,  with  no  schooling 
except  three  or  four  months  in  the  year  at  a  common 
country  school.  However,  he  evinced  a  capacity 
and  taste  for  a  high  order  of  self-education,  by 
studying  or  reading  what  books  be  could  borrow,  as 
the  family  had  but  very  few  in  the  house.  Much  of 
his  study  he  prosecuted  by  the  light  of  a  log  fire  in 
the  old-fashioned  chimney  place.  The  financial 
panic  of  1857  caused  the  family  to  come  near  losing 
their  home,  to  pay  debts ;  but  the  father  and  two 
sons,  William  and  John,  "buckled  to''  and  perse- 
vered in  hard  labor  and  economy  until  they  redeemed 
their  place  from  the  mortgage. 

When  the  tremendous  excitement  of  the  political 
campaign  of  i860  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Rob- 
erts Township,  young  Hamilton,  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  took  a  zeal- 
ous part  in  favor  of  Lincoln's  election.  Making  special 
efforts  to  procure  a  little  money  to  buy  a  uniform,  he 
joined  a  company  of  Lincoln  Wide-Awakes  at  Mag- 
nolia, a  village  not  far  away.  Directly  after  the 
ensuing  election  it  became  evident  that  trouble 
would  ensue  with  the  South,  and  this  Wide-Awake 
company,  like  many  others  throughout  the  country, 
kept  up  its  organization  and  transformed  itself  into  a 
military  company.  During  the  ensuing  summer  they 
met  often  for  drill  and  became  proficient;  but  when 
they  offered  themselves  for  the  war,  young  Hamilton 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  being  then 
but  14  years  of  age.  During  the  winter  of  1863-4  he 
attended  an  academy  at  Henry,  Marshall  County. 
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and  in  the  following  May  he  again  enlisted,  for  the 
fourth  time,  when  he  was  placed  in  the  141st  111. 
Vol.  Inf.,  a  regiment  then  being  raised  at  Elgin,  111., 
for  the  100-day  service.  He  took  with  him  13  other 
lads  from  his  neighborliood,  for  enlistment  in  the 
service.  This  regiment  operated  in  Southwestern 
Kentucky,  for  about  five  months,  under  Gen.  Paine. 

The  following  winter,  1864-5,  ^'■'■-  Hamilton  taught 
school,  and  during  the  two  college  years  1865-7,  he 
went  through  three  years  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyau  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  The 
third  year  he  graduated,  the  fourth  in  a  class  of  46, 
in  the  classical  department.  In  due  time  he  received 
the  degree  of  M.  .\.  For  a  few  months  he  was  the 
Principal  of  Marshall  "  College  "  at  Henry,  an  acad- 
emy under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  By 
this  lime  he  had  commenced  the  study  of  law.  and 
after  earning  some  money  as  a  temporary  Professor 
of  Latin  at  the  Illinois  Wesleya[i  University  at 
Bloomington,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Weldon, 
Tipton  &  Benjamin,  of  that  city.  Each  member  of 
this  firm  has  since  been  distinguished  as  a  Judge. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  M.iy,  1S70,  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  given  an  interest  in  the  same  firm,  Tipton  hav- 
ing been  elected  Judge.  In  October  following  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Rowell,  at  that  time 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Their  business  was  then 
small,  but  they  increased  it  to  very  large  proportions, 
practicing  in  all  grades  of  courts,  including  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  this  partnersliip  continued 
unbroken  until  Feb.  6,  18S3,  when  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  sworn  in  as  Executive  of  Illinois.  On  the  4th 
of  March  following  Mr.  Rowell  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

In  July,  1 87  I,  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Prof.  Wm.  G,  Williams, 
Professor  of  Greek  in  the  Ohio  Weileyan  University. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  have  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  the  State  Senate,  over  other  and  older 
competitors.  He  took  an  active  part  '■  on  the  stump  " 
in  the  campaign,  for  the  success  of  his  party,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  r,64o  over  his  Democratic- 
Greenback  opponent.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on 
the  Committees  on  Judiciary,  Revenue,  State  Insti- 
tutions, Appropriations,  Education,  and  on  Miscel- 
lany ;  and  during  the  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
U.  S.  Senator,  the  Republicans  endeavoring  to  re- 


elect John  A.  Logan,  he  voted  for  the  war  chief  on 
every  ballot,  even  alone  when  all  the  other  Republi- 
cans had  gone  over  to  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and 
the  Democrats  and  Independents  elected  Judge 
D.ivid  Davis.  .At  this  session,  also,  was  passed  the 
first  Board  of  Health  and  Medical  Practice  act,  of 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  champion,  agair:';  :; 
much  opposition  that  the  bill  was  several  times 
"  laid  on  the  table."  Also,  this  session  authorized 
the  location  and  establishment  of  a  southern  peni- 
tentiary, which  was  fixed  at  Chester.  In  the  session 
of  1879  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  President /rt?  iVwz. 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  John 
A.  Logan  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  wa5  this  time 
elected  without  any  trouble. 

In  May,  1880,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  his 
principal  competitors  before  the  Convention  being 
Hon.  Wm.  A.  James,  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Judge  Robert  Bell,  of  Wabash 
County,  Hon.  T.  T.  Fountain,  of  Perry  County,  and 
Hon.  M.  M.  Saddler,  of  Marion  County.  He  engaged 
actively  in  the  campaign,  and  his  ticket  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  41,200.  As  Lieutenant  Governor, 
he  presided  almost  continuously  over  the  Senate  in 
the  32d  General  Assembly  and  during  the  early  days 
of  the  33d,  until  he  succeeded  to  the  Governorship. 
When  the  Legislature  of  1883  elected  Gov.  Cullom 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 
succeeded  him,  under  the  Constitution,  taking  the 
oath  of  office  Feb.  6,  1883.  He  bravely  met  all  the 
annoyances  and  embarrassments  incidental  upon 
taking  up  another's  administration.  The  principal 
events  with  which  Gov.  Hamilton  was  connected  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  were,  the  mine  dis- 
aster at  Braidwood,  the  riots  in  St.  Clair  and  Madison 
Counties  in  May,  1883,  the  appropriations  for  the 
State  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  Harper  higli-license 
liquor  law,  the  veto  of  a  dangerous  railroad  bill,  etc. 

The  Governor  was  a  Delegate  at  large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  June, 

1884,  wliere  his  first  choice  for  President  was  John 
A.  Logan,  and  second  choice  Chester  A.  Arthur;  but 
he  afterward  zealously  worked  for  the  election  of  Mr. 
Blaine,  true  to  his  party. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  term  as  Governor  expired  Jan.  30. 

1885,  when  the  great  favorite  "Dick  "  Oglesby  was 
inaugurated. 
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OMEofthe  fairest  and  most 
liiodiictivc  counties  vf  tlie 
gieat  Prairie  .State  are  to  be 
fouiKl  in  wliat  is  known  as 
Central  Illinois,  and  the  ciiief- 
est  among  these  is  Livingston 
(  oiint-s.  Though  settlers  came  into 
thi^  toiinty  as  early  as  1829,  3-etthe 
(  omnientenient  of  its  rapid  growth 
wA?  nut  until  many  years  later.  It 
was  the  railroad  that  did  so  much 
toward  the  encouragement  of  sturdy 
tillers  of  the  soil  to  come  to  the 
fair  and  fertile  prairies.  Since  then 
the  county  has  enjoyed  a  steady 
growth,  until  to-day  it  stands  among  the  foremost 
counties  of  the  great  Northwest.  In  tlic  growlli 
and  development  of  her  vast  resources,  in  her  agi-i- 
culture  and  stock-raising,  in  all  the  departments  ol 
labor  i)i  which  busy  man  is  engaged  :  in  her  churches 
and  schools,  in  civilization  and  culture,  Livingston 
County  has  taken  a  fiont  rank.  Well  may  her 
people  lie  proud  of  their  product;  well  may  her 
pioneers  turn  witli  pride  to  their  achievements. 
Within  half  a  century  a  wilderness  has  been  sub- 
dued and  converted  into  beautiful  farms  and 
thriving,  populous  cities,  and  a  community  estab- 
lished commanding  the  admiration  of  tiie  country. 

Transportation  Facilities. 

ERHAPS  the  most  important  factor  in  the 
lusiuess  development  and  prosperity  of  a 
city  or  county  is  it-;  railroad_  communica- 
tions.    At    least  it   is  safe   to  assert  that 
such  has  become  a  demonstrated  fact  with  regard 


to  Livingston  County.  A  letrospection  of  her 
history  since  the  advent  of  railroad  facilities  will 
Convince  the  careful  observer  of  the  immense  ben- 
efit resulting  from  the  introduction  of  this  essential 
adjunct  of  commercial  enterprise,  hence  we  give 
brief  sketches  of  the  railroads  traversing  this 
county. 

AVabasli  Kailroad. 

!)IIE  Wabash  Railroad  Company,  now  under 
the  able  management  of  .John  McNulta,  Re- 
'  ceiver,  has  two  lines  traversing  this  county 
— the  Chicago  Line  and  the  Streator  Branch.  The 
former  extends  through  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county  from  north  to  south,  and  has  in  this  county, 
including  side  tracks,  about  forty  miles  of  road. 
At  Streator  .Junction  connections  are  had  with  the 
liloomington  Branch  of  the  Illinois  Central,  at 
Forest,  the  most  important  station  on  the  road  in 
this  county,  with  the  Toledo.  Peoria  &  Western, 
and  at  Scovel  with  the  Minonk  liranch  of  the  Illinois 
Central.  The  Streator  Branch  traverses  the  county 
diagonally  from  the  sontheast  to  the  northwest  cor- 
ner, making  connection  at  Streator  with  the  main 
roads  which  center  there.  At  Pontiac,  the  county 
seat  of  Livingston  County,  it  crosses  the  lines  of 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  and  the  Minonk  Branch  of 
the  Illinois  Central,  and  at  I^'airbury,  the  second 
town  of  importance  in  the  county,  with  the  Toledo. 
Peoria  &  Western. 

The  Wabash  has  more  miles  of  lailroad  in  this 
county  than  any  other  company,  and  owing  to  its 
splendid  facilities  and  connections  with  the  sea- 
board traffic  and  the  principal  Southern  and 
ern  cities,  is  destined  to  do  more  toward 
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velopmeiit  of  tlieagi'ieiiltiiral  and  iiialrriul  rr^uiuvcs 
of  the  county  than  an_y  other  road.  The  principal 
lines  of  this  road,  including  the  Cliicago  Branch, 
have  steel-rail  tracli.  well-balhistcd  road  beds,  and 
altogether  constitute  c>ne  of  the  greatest  railroad 
systems  in  the  AVest.  It  is  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising roads  in  the  country,  and  the  finest  passen- 
ger coaches  on  the  continent  arc  run  on  its  lines 
and  every  effort  put  forth  for  the  comfort  and 
safety  of  its  patrons.  The  number  of  miles  now 
operated  bj-  the  Receiver  is  9.5G,  all  of  which,  with 
the  exception  of  that  extending  from  the  State 
line  to  Toledo,  is  in  Illinois. 

Illiuoi!;  Central  liailroad  Coiiii»aiiy. 

L*^^Hlil  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  has 
,1^^.  two  branches  which  pass  through  this  county, 
A^^'  one  known  as  the  Chicago,  Pontiac  &  Chats- 
worth  Division,  and  the  other  as  the  Bloomington 
Division.  There  are  something  over  sixty-six 
miles  of  track  in  this  county.  The  line  extending 
from  Kempton  to  iSIinonk  passes  through  the  cen- 
ter of  the  county,  crossing  the  line  of  the  Chicago 
Branch  of  the  Wabash  at  Scovel,  and  the  Chicago 
<fe  Alton  and  the  Streator  Branch  of  the  Wabash  at 
Pontiac.  At  Minonk  the  connections  are  made 
with  the  main  line.  The  Bloomington  Branch 
crosses  the  Toledo,  Peoria  it  Western  at  Chats- 
worth;  the  connections  of  these  lines  with  the  main 
line  and  the  Chicago  Divison  makes  this  road  one 
of  the  best  for  transportation  in  the  county. 

In  September.  1 850,  Congress  granted  an  aggre- 
gate 2, .595,0.5.3  acres  to  aid  in  building  this  road. 
The  act  granted  the  right  of  way  and  gave  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  for  six  miles  on  either  side  of 
the  road  to  the  company.  The  giant  was  made 
directly  to  the  State,  and  Feb.  10,  1851,  the  Illi- 
nois Legislature  gave  a  charter  to  an  Eastern  com- 
pany, represented  by  Rantoul  and  others,  to  build 
the  road.  In  granting  the  charter  and  transferring 
to  the  corporation  the  land,  the  Legislature  stipu- 
lated that  seven  per  cent  of  the  gross  earnino-s 
of  the  road  should  be  paid  semi-annually  into  the 
Stat«  Trea.sury  foi-ever.  This  wise  provision  in 
lien  of  the  liiieral  grant  yields  a  handsome  nnnual 
income  to  the  .State. 

The    Illinois  Central   is   one  >>(   the  oieat  trunk 


lines  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  connecting  Chicago 
with  .Sioux  City  and  New  Orleans,  and  toward  de- 
veloping the  material  resources  of  Illinois,  stands 
first  in  importance.  .Strict  attention  to  local  busi- 
ness has  always  been  a  marked  characteristic  of  its 
management,  hence  their  land  has  been  eagerly 
sought  after,  and  its  officials  have  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  the  value  of  the  road  is  not  en- 
tirelj'  dependent  upon  its  identification  with  the 
through  business  of  the  country,  but  on  the  con- 
tribution of  local  traffic,  which  shows  a  permanent 
and  certain  increase.  The  total  mileage  of  this  road 
in  Illinois  alone  is  over  1,100  miles. 
Otbor  Koacls. 
iHE  Chicago  &  Alton  is  an  important  road 
and  has  about  fifty-seven  miles  of  track  in 
^  this  county.  The  main  line  enters  the 
county  near  Dwight  from  the  north.  Here  connec- 
tions are  had  with  the  Streator  Branch  of  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  and  Indiana,  Illinois  <fe  Iowa  Railroad. 
The  next  important  station  is  Pontiac,  the  county 
seat,  where  the  road  crosses  the  Wabash  and  the 
Illinois  Central.  The  Alton  is  the  pioneer  road  in 
this  county,  and  one  of  the  best  in  the  country. 
The  rolling  stock  is  excellent  and  the  road  bed  one 
of  the  best  in  the  Slate.  This  road  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  development  of  the  county. 

The  Indiana,  Illinois  ife  Iowa  has  thirty-two  miles 
of  track  in  this  county,  passing  through  the  north 
tier  of  townships,  viz. :  Round  Grove,  Dwight, 
Nevada,  Sunbury  and  Newtown,  having  its  western 
terminus  at  Streator. 

The  Toledo,  Peoria  ct  Western  is  a  line  extend- 
ing from  east  to  west,  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  through  the  townships  of  Chatsvvorth,  For- 
est and  Indian  Grove.  The  most  important  sta- 
tion in  the  county  is  Fairburj-,  and  at  Forest  con- 
nection is  had  with  the  Wabash  system,  and  at 
Chatsworth  with  the  Bloomington  Branch  of  the 
Illinois  Cential.  Its  mileage,  including  side  tracks, 
is  twenty-two. 

The  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  has  recently 
constructed  a  line  through  the  northwestern  coi'uer 
of  the   cc)unty,  traversing  a  portion  of  Reading  Tp. 

The  Chicago  &  St.  Louis  is  a  short  line  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  the  county,  passing  through 
the  west  corner  of  Newtown  Townshij),  through 
the  center  of  Reading  and  the  northwest  corner  of 
Long  Point.  ■  The  length  of  road  in  this  county 
is  about  eleven  miles,  and  the  principal  stations  are 
Readins:  and  Ancona. 
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IIl'j  iJortrait  on  the  opposite 
page  is  tliat  of  David  Mo- 
^Villiariis,  wlio  was  the  first 
merchant  of  Dwight,  and 
who  followed  mercantile  life 
there  for  many  years,  and  witii 
the  growth  of  the  place  grad- 
ually drifted  into  his  present 
itusiness,  that  of  banking;  he 
settled  in  Dwight  in  April,  1855. 
Of  his  .ancestors  we  gather  the 
following:  His  great-grandfather, 
Alexander  Mc Williams,  emigrated 
in  eomjjany  with  a  small  colon}' 
from  Scotland  in  177G.  While  on 
the  ocean  passage  his  grandfather,  Alexander,  Jr., 
was  born.  The  colony  had  selected  a  place  not 
far  from  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  which  afterward  became 
known  as  Pease's  Iron  Mills,  where  Alexander,  Jr., 
was  reared,  and  about  the  time  of  his  becoming  of 
age  he,  in  company  with  a  number  of  young  men 
of  the  colony,  located  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
and  the  place  is  still  known  as  tlie  Scotch  Ridge 
Settlement.  It  is  about  six  miles  from  the  city  of 
Wheeling,  Va.,  on  the  Ohio  side.  James  McWill- 
iams,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  there  March  2,  1802,  and  u|)on  ai- 
riving  at  manhood  purchased  a  small  portion  of 
his  father's  farm,  and  was  married  to  Margaret 
Lattimer,   the    daughter   of   a    well-known    Scotch 


>^p5«r-.is^!;s.» 


family  of  the  same  settlement,  whf)  had  come 
direct  frum  Scotland  to  tiiis  colony  t)uly  a  short 
time  previous.  Me  occupied  his  farm  until  1m.'!4, 
when  he  sold  out  and  migrated  to  Kriggsville, 
Pike  Co.,  111.  His  family  then  consisted  of  five 
children,  named  in  order  of  their  ages — Alexander, 
Elizabeth  Jane.  Rachel,  John  and  David.  Mary 
was  born  afterward  in  Illinois.  Rachel  died  soon 
after  tiieir  arrival,  and  Alexander  died  in  1842.  at 
the  .age  of  seventeen,  and  all  the  rest  are  now  living. 
Mrs.  jMcWilliams,  the  mother,  died  in  Pike  County, 
in  December,!  839,  and  Mr.  McWilliams  was  niai'ricd 
.again,  to  Miss  LucretiaPrescott,  of  Concord,  Mass., 
who  was  at  the  time  the  Principal  of  the  Origgs- 
ville  Female  Acadeny.  She  was  a  highly'  culti- 
vated lad}',  and  they  passed  forty  years  of  wedded 
life  together.  She  died  in  1880,  and  Mr.  James 
McWilliams  in  1883.  having  spent  nearly  fifty 
years  in  and  about  Griggs ville,  having  .-erved  his 
community  in  almost  all  |)Ositions  of  honor  and 
trust. 

David  .McWilliams  was  Ijoru  in  Belmont  Count}-, 
Ohio,  Jan.  14,  1834,  and  was  eight  months  old 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Illinois.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  farm  work,  attending  the  district  school 
during  the  winters  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age.  At  that  time  an  offer  was  made  by  Z.  N. 
Garbutt.  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Free 
Fresti,  of  Pittsfield,  Pike  Co..  11!..  to  cuter  his 
printing-office.     This   he    accej)tcd,  and   remained 


t. 


^t 


-•^-•-^ 


LIVINGSTOX  COUIS'TY. 


there  for  some  time,  gsiiniiig  a  knowledge  of  print- 
ing and  becoming  familiar  with  the  generarmethod.- 
of  new#i>.i|ier  work.  During  his  residence  at  the 
county  seat  he  had  the  o|)portunity  of  seeing  the 
great  lawyers  of  those  davs.  among  whom  were  Lin- 
coln. Douglass,  Col.  K.  D.  Baker.  O.  U.  Browning. 
('.  A.  Warren,  Archihald  'Willianis.  O.  L'.  Skinner, 
William  A.  Richardson,  John  J.  Hardin,  and  of  the 
younger  lawyers.  Milton  Hay  and  Jackson  Grim- 
shaw.  Judge  Loi-k\voi.)d  at  that  time  was  vn  the 
bench,  and  he  well  recollects  the  Presidential  cam- 
paign of  that  year,  when  Zachary  Taylur  ran  foi' 
the  Presidency  un  the  Whig  ticket  and  was  elected. 
He  also  recollects,  during  that  campaign,  of  hearing 
Col.  K.  D.  Baker,  wlio  was  called  the  .Silver  Tongned 
Orator  of  Illinois  in  those  days,  make  one  of  his 
great  speeehe>  at  the  court-house  in  Piltsfield.  and 
such  was  the  enthusiasm  at  tlie  meeting  that  at  its 
close  Col.  Baker  was  carried  on  the  shoulders  of 
his  friends  to  his  liotel.  In  the  year  1849,  his 
father,  upun  the  opening  of  the  Illinois  tfe  Michi- 
gan Canal,  embarked  in  the  pine  lumber  trade,  and 
he  returned  home  and  in  a  short  time  the  entire 
charge  <«f  the  yard  developed  upon  him.  The 
business  grew  in  ))roiiortioiis  rapidly.  ;ind  [imved 
to  be  quite  lucrative,  and  at  this  he  continiied  un- 
til the  spring  of  IS.").'),  when  lie  .settled  in  Dwiglit, 
erected  the  first  store  building,  which  was  in  size 
20s;i2  feet,  and  two  stories  high,  and  his  first 
stock  of  goods  cost  less  than  $2,000.  The  raihoad 
ha<l  been  completed  thnjugli  Dwight  only  a  few- 
months  before,  and  but  few  families  were  in  or 
about  that  place  on  his  arrival  there.  The  country 
settled  up  quite  rapidly  and  his  first  ycai's  l)usincss 
amounted  t<>  about  *20,()00.  Me  gave  his  personal 
attention  to  hi>  mercantile  business  for  eighteen 
3-ear».  and  was  also  interested  in  the  same  for 
seven  years  longer. 

While  engaged  in  the  incrcantiie  Imsiness  our 
.■^ubject  had  been  doing  more  or  le?>  of  a  banking 
busine:*.-,  receiving  depo.-ils  from  the  fMiniers  and 
.selling  New  York  ami  Chicago  exchange,  and  has 
ever  .since  lieen  doing  a  legulai-  l)anking  Imsine-s. 
and  enjoys  die  conlidenec  and  credit  ol  the 
moneyed  interests  of  hi-  p(jrtion  of  the  .Stale.  Ili> 
career  lia.H  been  quite  succe-sful,  having  jjassed 
X  through  all  the  financial   panics  unscan-ed,  and  has 


never  been  compelled  to  dishonor   a  draft  or  ask 

for  :iu  extension  of  credit.  As  he  acciinnilated 
means  he  invested  in  faiiii  lands  and  has  done  so 
ever  since,  and  is  now  one  of  the  largest  land-own- 
ers of  Livingston  County. 

Coming,  as  we  h:ive  before  stated,  of  Scotch 
origin,  IMr.  JlcWilliams"  family  were  all  Presby- 
terians, but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Methodist  P^piscopal  Church, 
at  (iriggsville,  111.,  and  was  one  of  the  six  members 
who  organized  the  Methodist  Church  of  Dwight, 
in  1855,  and  has  been  connected  with  it  ever  since. 
He  was  quite  active  in  the  erection  of  the  present 
church  edifice  of  Dwight,  which  was  built  in  18G7, 
and  contributed  liberally  to  its  erection.  He  has 
served  the  church  in  about  all  the  positions  that 
laj-men  arc  eligible  to,  and  was  honored  by  an 
election  to  a  seat  in  the  first  General  Cc«nfeience 
to  which  laymen  were  admitted,  which  was  held  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  1S72,  and  also  served  again  in 
Baltimore,  in  May.  Is7ij,  and  at  Cincinnati  in  1880. 
He  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  Ecumenical  council 
of  all  the  Methodist  bodies  of  the  world,  held  in 
London,  England,  in  September,  1881,  and  also  to 
a  similar  council  of  the  Methodist  bodies  of  the 
United  Slates,  held  at  Baltimore  in  December, 
18.S,').  He  li;is  lieen  quite  liberal  to  the  various 
benevolence  ob_,ects  of  the  church,  and  in  1870 
made  the  first  donation  of  §10,000  to  the  Loan 
Fund  of  the  Methodist  Church  Societj-,  which  fund 
he  Ikis  lived  to  see  increased  to  over  §600,000. 
The  Onarga  Seminary,  the  Wesleyan  L'niversit}',  at 
Bloomington,  the  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  and 
the  Northwestern  Univei'sit}'  at  Evanston  have 
realized  great  benefits  from  his  generosity,  and 
he  has  served  the  Northwestern  rniversity  for  ten 
years  past. 

Politicall3',  Mr.  McWilliams  has  always  been  a 
stanch  Kepubliean,  his  first  vote  being  cast  for 
John  C.  Fremont.  He  was  jiresent  at  the  fir-it 
State  Republican  Convention  which  was  held  in 
Bloomington,  in  185U,  and  there  for  tlie  first  time 
saw  !ind  heard  Owen  Lovejo)'.  There  were  also 
|ii-e>eiit  Abr.'iliaiii  Liiieolii,  .John  M.  Palmer,  N. 
1!.  Jiidd,  I!.  C.  Cook,  and  many  others  of  like  polit- 
ical faith.  In  1884  he  was  the  elector  for  the  Ninth 
Congi-essional   District,  and   was  permitted  to  cast 
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liis  vote  at  Springfield  for  James  G.  Blaine  for 
President.  He  has  ahvaj's  been  active  in  temper- 
ance work  in  his  own  town  and  tal\es  pleasure  in 
pointing  to  the  fact  that  Dwight  lias  had  no  saloons 
for  ten  years  past. 

In  December,  18.30,  Mr.  McVVilliams  returned  to 
Griggsville,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Louisa  M. 
Weagley.  Tiiey  commenced  life  together  atlJwigbt 
in  a  modest  home,  and  thirtj'-two  years  later  they 
still  occupy  the  same  homestead.  There  have  been 
born  to  them  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely  : 
Edward,  the  eldest,  succeeds  his  father  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  Dwight:  James  is  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Odell ;  Nellie  remains 
at  home  with  her  parents;  John  manages  the  landed 
interests  of  his  father,  and  otherwise  assists  in  his 
business  affairs;  Louise  is  completing  her  studies  at 
Mt.  Vernon  Institute,  Washington,  I).  C,  and 
Charles,  the  youngest,  is  attending  the  High  School 
at  Dwight. 

In  1881  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McVVilliani.-  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  made  quite  a  tour  of  Europe,  travel- 
ing through  Ireland,  Scotland,  England,  Holland, 
Belgium,  German}-,  Switzerland,  Italy  and  France, 
visiting  the  cities  of  Naples,  Rome,  Florence,  Xen- 
ice,  Milan,  Geneva,  Paris  and  London.  In  1887 
they  were  again  abroad,  revisiting  England,  and 
spent  three  weeks  in  Lomlon  during  the  Jubilee, 
from  there  going  to  Norway,  and  visiting  the 
land  of  the  midnight  sun,  also  visiting  the  cities  of 
Christiana,  Stockholm,  the  capital  of  Sweden, 
Copenhagen,  the  capital  of  Denmark,  and  from 
there  to  Berlin,  the  capital  of  the  German  Empire; 
Dresden,  the  capital  of  Saxony,  Prague,  the  capital 
of  Bohemia,  and  as  far  east  as  Vienna,  the  capital 
of  Austria.  They  returned  across  Southern  Ger- 
man}' to  Switzerland,  where  they  spent  some  time 
at  Lucerne  and  Geneva,  thence  going  to  Paris  and 
•London,  and  home  by  the  way  of  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Mc Williams  has  always  enconraged  the  en- 
terprises best  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  people 
around  him,  rightl}-  judging  that  whatever  affects 
the  community  in  general  ;dso  has  due  influence 
upon  the  interests  of  the  individuals  which  compose 
it.  The  institutions  which  he  has  assisted  in  build- 
ing up  and  the  large  property  interests  with  which 
he  is  connected  will  remain  as  a  monument  to  his 


enterprise  and  worth  long  after,  in  accordance  with 
ihe  common  lot  of  man,  he  shall  have  been  gach- 
cri'd  to  his  fathers,  and  the  accompanving  portrait 
will  show  to  succeeding  generations  the  features 
of  the  man  thus  useful  and  honored. 
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AVID  IHNTLEY  resides  on  section  24, 
II  Broughlon  Township,  and  is  engaged  in 
farnung  and  stock-raising.  He  is  the  son 
of  Hezekiah  and  Priscilla  (Smith)  Hunt- 
ley, and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Sand  Lake,  Rens- 
selaer Co.,  N.  Y..  Aug.  22,  1835.  His  father  was  a 
farmer,  and  when  our  subject  was  twelve  years  old 
the  family  moved  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Lucas  Count}'. 
Here  the  son,  David,  received  the  common-school 
education  picked  up  in  the  way  common  to  those 
times,  that  is,  attending  school  during  the  few 
montiis  of  the  winter  season. 

When  our  subject  was  twenty -one  years  old,  in 
the  spring  of  1857,  he  came  west  to  LaSalle  County, 
111.,  where  he  worked  by  the  month  for  Benjamin 
French  during  the  following  summer.  This  limited 
experience  in  Illinois  gave  him  a  good  impression 
of  the  State  and  its  great  possibilities,  and  he  re- 
solved to  make  it  his  future  home.  The  first  im- 
portant step  in  that  direction  was  to  get  a  wife, 
and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  returned  to 
Ohiii.  and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth (i  Miper,  whom  lie  had  previously  selected  as  the 
girl  of  his  chi  >ice.  She  was  thf  daughter  of  Reming- 
ton and  Anna  (Fogle)  Coojier.  Their  marriage  oc- 
curred Nov.  26,  1857.  In  the  winter  of  1858-59, 
his  father  sold  his  small  home  place  of  forty  acres 
in  Ohio  for  $35(i,  and  by  the  persuasion  of  his  son 
was  induced  to  migrate  In  LaSalle  County,  III., 
whither  our  subject  followed  him,  with  hi>  young 
wife,  in  the  spring  of  185'J. 

During  tlie  foUowingsummer  David  Huntley  ran 
a  mole-ditcher  for  C.  II.  Horine  &  Co.,  then  of 
Mendota,  111.,  but  since  of  the  Chicago  stockyards. 
The  next  sununer  he  farmei!  for  himself,  paying 
cash  rent,  and  doing  extra  work  wherever  he  could 
lind  employment.  In  February,  1  8U 1 ,  he  removed  to 
'  Livingston  County,  where  he  settled  ^lu  land  on 
1    section  30,  belonging  to  the  canal,  which  he    linaliy 
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iHtiiwht.  In  the  spring  of  1862  our  subject  caught 
the  Western  fever,  and  started  in  April  fur  Idaho, 
leaving  his  family  iuLiving-ston  County.  His  work 
then?  was  divided  between  the  gold  mines  and  a 
stock  ranch,  and  he  received  $200  per  month  for  his 
labor.  He  returned  from  Idalio  in  nlnuit  a  year. 
and  soon  afterward  sold  his  farm  ami  bt>Ui;lit  the 
one  where  he  now  lives,  to  which  he  moved  in  18G7. 
It  is  a  fine  body  of  land,  well  cultivated,  splendidly 
watered,  and  has  good  improvements.  A  more 
convenient  and  well  located  farm  can  scarcely  be 
found  in  Livingston  County,  it  being  just  near 
enough  to  both  Cabery  and  Kempton  to  be  pleasant. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntleyhavesixchildien,  of  whom 
the  record  istis  ft>lk>ws:  Altie  E.  was  bc>rn  in  Lucas 
County.  Ohio,  .Sept.  1.'),  1 8.i8,  married  John  Slim  pin, 
.Sept.  1.5,  1S78,  and  lives  in  McIIenry  Count}.  111.: 
they  have  four  children.  Albert  E.  was  born  May  12, 
1861,  married  Sar.ih  H.  Canham,  Oct.  2,  1882;  they 
have  three  children.  an<l  live  at  Rcigers,  Ford 
County,  111.  Alice  E.  was  born  Feb.  28,  1863,  mar- 
ried George  Schumacher,  Nov.  9,  1887,  and  lives  iu 
Rogei^s  Township,  Ford  County;  Alcie  E.  was  born 
Sept.  20,  1805,  and  lives  at  home,  as  does  Alfred  E., 
born  Nov.  17,  1867;  Andrew  E.  was  born  Nov.  22, 
1873. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren. His  brother  Asil  was  a  soldier  in  the  129tli 
Illinois  Infantry,  serving  under  Gen.  Grant,  and 
was  four  3'ears  in  the  army.  He  was  wounded  once, 
had  typhoid  fever,  and  saw  nearly-  all  the  fighting 
in  which  the  famous  129th  Regiment  was  engaged ; 
he  has  five  children,  and  lives  in  Ford  County. 
His  sister,  Mary  S.,  mari-ied  George  Rogers,  lives  in 
Chetopa,  Labette  Co.,  Kan.,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren. Our  subject's  father  was  born  Oct.  8,  1807, 
in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the  birth  of  his 
mother  also  took  place  June  3,  1 808 ;  thej'  w  ere  mar- 
ried Oct.  2.5.  1829.  The  father  died  Oct.  25,  1887, 
and  the  mother  Feb.  27,  IH.'i.'!;  they  were  descend. 
ant'-  of  the  early  .-ettlcis  of  .New  England.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Obediali  Little,  uiis  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolution  and  in  the    War  of    IS  12. 

Mrs.  Huntley"»  father  was  born  Jul}-  H,  1791,  at 
Providence,  R.  I.  Her  gr.andfather,  William  Cooper, 
wa.*  cousin  of  I'eter  Cooper,  of  (ireenback  f;ime, 
and  waa  born  in  N'ermont.      Her   mother   was    born 


in  Toronto,  Canada,  March  20,  1800.  She  was 
married  March  20,  1815.  on  her  fifteenth  birthday. 
Mrs.  Huntley,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born 
April  1,  1833,  and  was  the  seventh  child  in  a  family 
of  ten,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  five  of 
whom,  including  Jlrs.  IL,  are  still  living,  as  follows: 
William  married  Maria  Wilcox,  and  djing,  left  four 
children;  Julia  married  Isaac  Rogers,  and  is  de- 
cea.<ed,  leaving  six  children,  who  live  iu  Jlichigan: 
Laura  married  Richard  Kimball,  lives  in  Cabery, 
111.,  and  has  four  children;  Pha?be  married  John 
Komiskey,  and  died  living  no  children;  Philip 
married  Sarah  Hendrickson,  lives  in  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  and  has  one  daughter:  Marj^  married  John 
Parker,  who  resides  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  and  has  two 
sons:  Elizabeth;  Horace  married  Mary  Kimball, 
and  w.as  killed  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh;  his  widow 
and  son  live  in  Ohio.  Harriet  lives  in  Ohio,  and  is 
unmarried;  Almira  married  Wallace  Mushreau; 
she  is  deceased  and  left  no  children. 

>^^HOMAS  GLASS,  of  Dwight  Township,  is 
~  C(.>mfortabl_y  located  and  iu  possession  of  a 
got)d  farm  on  section  34.  His  course  in 
life  has  been  marked  by  the  persistence  and  indus- 
try which  he  inherited  from  his  substantial  Ger- 
man ancestry,  and  which  has  distinguished  the 
Glass  family  as  far  back  as  it  can  be  traced.  The 
later  descendants  have  been  familiarly  known 
throughout  Central  Pennsylvania,  where  Thomas 
Glass,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born,  and  was 
one  vi  the  first  of  that  name  to  take  u])  his  residence 
in  another  State. 

Thomas  Glass,  Sr.,  upon  leaving  his  native 
count}',  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  married  Miss  Re- 
becca Storrer,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  and  went 
with  her  parents  to  the  Buckeye  State  when  but  a 
child.  At  the  time  of  their  courtship  the  story 
goes  that  Mr.  Glass,  who  lived  on  one  side  of  the 
Ohio  River  while  his  sweetheart  lived  on  the  other, 
iu  the  absence  of  a  ferry,  was  obliged  to  swim  the 
river  to  meet  her.  Love  in  this  case,  a.-  in  nearly  all 
others,  laughed  .as  much  at  water  as  at  locksmiths, 
:iud  ever  .-ince  the  world  began  there  has  been 
found  a  \v:iy  out  of  these  peculiar  difficulties.    The 
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j^oung  people  were  happily-  married,  as  they  de- 
served, and  in  due  time  the  honsehuld  circle  in- 
cluded eight  children.  These  were  named  respect- 
ivel}':  James,  Robert.  Elizabeth,  Isaac,  .Jaclisun, 
Thomas,  Seamons  and  George. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  continued  in  Ohio 
and  became  possessors  of  a  good  faim  in  (iucrn^ey 
County,  where  all  their  children  were  born.  In 
18.52  Thomas  Glass,  Si-.,  migrated  to  this  State  with 
his  family  and  located  near  Gardner,  Grundy  County, 
during  the  early  settlement  of  that  region.  He 
was  at  once  recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to 
the  community,  and  became  the  owner  of  a  hand- 
some property.  Politically,  lie  wms  :i  Democrat, 
and  with  his  estimable  wife,  a  devout  member  of 
the  iNIethodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  was  foremost 
in  those  enterprises  calculated  for  the  good  of  the 
growing  township,  and  exerted  himself  particularl}^ 
to  encourage  the  immigration  of  an  intelligent  and 
thrifty  class  of  people.  He  provided  generously 
for  his  children,  assisting  each  of  them  in  securing 
a  quarter  section  of  land.  He  was  a  man  of  ro- 
bust frame,  six  feet  in  height,  and  weighing  260 
pounds,  while  he  possessed  a  dignified  and  com- 
manding figure  which  attracted  attention  wher- 
ever he  went.  During  the  war  troubles  of  1812 
he  served  as  a  soldier  under  Gen.  Harrison,  his  du- 
ties lying  in  the  countr}-  around  Ft.  Meigs.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  at  her  home 
in  Illinois  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  She  pos- 
sessed all  the  womanly  qualities  so  admirable  in 
the  wife,  mother  and  friend,  and  was  in  all  respects 
the  suitable  companion  and  helpmeet  of  her  hus- 
band. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  old  himiestead  in 
Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  July  10,  1832.  He  ac- 
quired a  common-school  education,  and  was  of  that 
temperament  which  naturally  inclined  to  the  free 
and  independent  life  of  a  farmer.  He  therefore 
cheerfnllj'  assisted  in  the  duties  around  the  home- 
stead, and  ujjon  coming  to  Illinois  when  twenty  years 
of  age,  soon  began  to  Lay  his  plans  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  home  of  his  own.  In  1854  he  was  united 
in  marriage  withiMiss  Mary,  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Maiy  (^Pyatt)  Evans,  of  Kendall  County,  111.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Glass  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  descended  from  Welsh  ancestry.     The  parents 


spent  their  last  j'ears  in  Illinois,  the  mother  passing 
away  in  1883,  and  the  father  in  IH77. 

After  marriage  the  }'<iung  couple  went  ti)  live  on 
their  own  farm,  which  Mr.  Glass  had  inherited 
from  his  father.  A  year  later,  howevei-,  they  re- 
moved to  Kendall  County,  whei'e  they  resided  (if- 
teen  years,  and  where,  with  the  exception  of  tlu' 
youngest,  all  their  children  were  lidrn.  These  were 
named  respectively :  Nellie  A.,  M;uy  J..  (Jeorge 
G.,  Elizabeth  A.,  Thomas  \V..  Edwar-i  15.  and  l)c- 
los  H. 

In  1871  Mr.  Glass  came  to  this  county  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm,  to  which  he  soon  aftei-- 
ward  removed  his  family,  and  where  he  has  since 
remained.  He  is  wi(lel3-  and  favorably  known  for 
his  straightforward  methods  of  doing  business,  and 
his  skill  and  industrj-  as  an  enterprising  agricult- 
urist. His  children  are  receiving  the  advantages 
of  a  good  education,  the  younger  members  of 
whom  are  still  pursuing  their  studies  and  remain 
at  home  with  their  parents.  The  eldest  daughter, 
Nellie,  was  married,  in  1885,  to  Mr.  L.  B.  Rale, 
of  Sand  Brook,  N.  J.,  but  the}'  now  reside  on  a 
farm  near  the  homestead  of  our  subject. 

iRANCISM.  DAVIS,  although  not  an  old 
resident  of  Dwight  Township,  is  luinibcrcd 
among  its  most  substantial  and  reliable  citi- 
zens, and  has  been  doing  business  in  Livingston 
Count}'  for  probably  thirtj'  years  or  more.  He  is 
of  Welsh  ancestrj',  and  bears  the  reputation  of  an 
nulustrious  and  upright  man  of  unimpeachable 
moral  character  and  correct  business  methods.  He 
became  familiar  with  farm  life  in  his  youth,  but  has 
had  experience  in  other  blanches  of  business.  He 
has  concluded,  however,  that  there  is  nothing  more 
satisfactory  than  the  independence  and  quiet  of  the 
counti'}',  and  proposes  to  spend  his  <lecliiiiiig  years 
amid  its  scenes  and  occupations. 

Mr.  Davis  when  but  a  lad  was  deprived  of  the 
[iroteeting  care  of  his  [larents,  and  of  the  disinter- 
ested counsels  which  a  father  and  mother  naturally' 
give  to  their  offspring.  He  was  fortunate,  how- 
ever, in  ha  ving  preserved  a  good  part  of  the  family 
history,  from  which  we  find  that  his  paternal  grand- 
■► 
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father,  a  native  of  Wales,  located  in  West  Virginia   j 
M>nietime  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  contiiry.     He 
luarrieil  a  lady  of  excellent  birth,  and  they  reared  a 
family  of  children,  among  the  sons    being  James. 
who  hecarae  the  father  of  onr  subject. 

James  Davis  was  born  in  West  Mrginia  about 
1808,  where  he  developed  into  manhood,  and  mar- 
ried a  lady  of  his  own  ci>unty.  Miss  Jane  Taylor. 
He  followed  farming  extensively,  and  secured  pos- 
session of  quite  a  large  tract  of  land.  The  house- 
hold circle  wa.s  completed  by  the  birlh  of  eleven 
children,  and  the  father  departed  this  life  amid  the 
comforts  of  the  home  which  he  had  built  up  in 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-Bve  years; 
the  mother  had  died  some  time  before.  Most  of  the 
children  attained  to  mature  3'ears,  and  are  named 
as  follows:  William  II.,  Samuel.  Jackson,  James, 
Francis,  Harriet,  Betsey,  Clarins3%  Annie  and  Jane. 
Our  subject  w.as  born  in  Marshall  County,  W. 
Va..  in  May,  l!^42.  and  after  the  death  of  his  mother 
was  taken  into  the  home  of  Mrs.  Bradford,  of 
Greene  County,  where  he  remained  until  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  this  county  with  Eli 
Bradford.  Although  this  section  was  rapidly  com- 
ing into  notice  as  a  desirable  place  of  residence  and 
for  canying  on  agriculture,  no  regular  school  sj's- 
tem  was  3'et  established,  and  consequently  j'oung 
Davis  receive<l  but  a  limited  education.  lie  learned 
the  art  of  farming,  however,  most  thoroughly,  and 
kept  himself  well  posted  upon  matters  of  general  in- 
terest by  the  perus.al  of  instructive  books  and  all 
the  papers  which  he  could  obtain.  Me  had  watched 
with  interest  the  asi)ect  of  political  affairs,  and  e.s- 
l>eeiallv  the  career  of  the  newly  elected  President, 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  when  the  call  came  for 
300,000  troops,  to  put  down  the  Rebellion,  young 
Davis,  although  but  nineteen  years  olil,  was  one  of 
those  who  prom|)tlv  responded,  .•ind  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Com[)any  C,  i4tii  IIIImoIs  Infantry,  lie 
Wiu-!  mustered  in  in  July,  IHIJl,  uiid  for  three  years 
following  suffered  all  the  hardships  .•unl  privations 
of  a  life  in  tlie  army,  lie  serveil  under  Siejii-I. 
Buell  and  Kosecr;iii>,  and  participated  in  tli(^  biittlis 
of  Pea  liidge.  Sliiloh,  Perryville.  Ky..  and  Stone 
River,  and  althijugh  experiencing  many  iiaiibic:Mllh 
escapes,  foftunately  was  neither  wounded  nor  c.ip- 
liired.     After  two  years  of  service,  however,  he  luul 


a  severe  attack  of  rheumatism  which  confined  him 
to  the  field  hospital  for  three  months.  As  soon  ;is 
sutticiently  recovered,  he  was  transferred  to  the  loth 
Veteran  Reserves,  and  went  with  his  regiment  to 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  enforce  the  draft,  in  the  f:d!  of 
1863.  From  Buffalo  the  15th  Regiment  was  de- 
tailed to  Rock  Island  to  guard  the  prisoners  at  that 
[)oint,  and  there  his  services  as  a  soldier  terminated. 

Mr.  Davis  received  his  honorable  discharge  on 
the  12th  of  September,  1864,  and  returning  to  this 
county,  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  further  business 
of  life.  His  constitution  had  been  considerably 
shattered,  and  purchasing  a  stock  of  goods,  he  em- 
barked in  trade  at  Coalville,  Livingston  County, 
where  he  continued  with  fair  success  until  the 
spring  of  1869,  when  he  sold  out,  and  removed  to 
a  farm  in  Newtown  Township.  The  results  of  this 
venture,  however,  not  proving  so  satisfactory  as  he 
desired,  he  transferred  his  interests  to  the  town  of 
Newtown,  and  assumed  charge  of  a  hotel,  wiiere  he 
otllciated  as  "mine  host"  afterward  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  years.  He  conducted  this  with  excellent 
tact  and  good  man.agement,  and  the  house  w.is 
known  for  miles  around  as  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able places  for  the  transient  traveler  in  that  sec- 
tion. Mr.  Davis  thus  became  widely  and  favor- 
ably known,  and  retains  the  friendship  and  esteem 
of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  In  188.J  he 
abandoned  his  hotel  interests,  and  invested  a  part 
of  his  capital  in  a  snug  farm  near  the  town  limits  of 
Dwight.  where  he  now  resides,  taking  life  in  an 
easy  and  sensible  manner. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  important  events 
in  the  life  of  our  subject  was  his  marriage  with  the 
amiable  and  excellent  lady  who  has  presided  over 
his  domestic  .affairs  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
She  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Anna  Horford,  and 
their  wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
near  Mamille,  Jan.  24,  1866.  Mrs.  Davis  was  born 
Sept.  28,  1844,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
.kniima  (Leonard)  Horford,  natives  of  Penns3'l- 
\ania,  who  c.-iini'  to  this  county  about  1861,  and  are 
now  living  in  the  village  of  Dwight. 

To  .Mr.  .■uid  Mis.  Davis  there  were  boni  tliree 
rhiidren  — Lyda  ('..  William  T.  .and  Jessie  .M.  Lyda 
('..  Mil  intelligent  and  accomplished  young  lady,  was 
married,  Sept.  28,  1887,  to  Finley  J.  llohenshell,  vt 


t 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


193 


this  county,  and  they  are  now  living  in  LaSalle 
County,  where  Mr.  H.  is  carrying  on  farming;  Will- 
iam T.  anil  Jessie  M.  continue  sit  home  with  their 
parents.  The  entire  family  are  held  in  the  highest 
respect,  and  their  homo  is  the  frequent  resort  of  the 
best  residents  of  the  county,  where,  in  the  social  in- 
terchange of  sentiment  and  the  conii)arison  of  the 
past  with  the  present,  there  is  often  recalled  tlic  un- 
written history  of  other  days. 


-^/W -\<Ji£e,»tg-^.^ 
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^^  HARLES  W.  SHELDON,  residing  on  sec- 
fl(  tion  33,  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 

^^Jf'  Round  Grove  Township,  and  the  founder  of 
the  village  of  Campus,  111.  He  was  born  in  Otsego 
Countj',  N.  Y.,  July  31,  183i),  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  upon  the  farm.  His  parents  moved  to 
Ohio  and  settled  in  the  Western  Reserve  when  he 
was  eighteen  months  old,  and  at  the  .age  of  twelve 
he  returned  to  New  York  where  he  attended  .school 
four  years,  and  thence  to  Butler  County,  Ohio.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  j^ears  he  worked  for  himself  and 
with  the  money  he  thus  obtained  he  was  enabled  to 
enter  Miami  University,  in  Butler  County'.  Ohio, 
where  he  attended  for  two  j-ears.  and  was  then 
obliged  to  abandon  his  course  of  stud}',  on  account 
of  his  eyes.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, and  in  1862  he  came  with  his  father's  family 
to  Iroquois  County,  HI. 

In  the  spring  of  1SU3  our  subject  enlisted  in 
Battery  B,  1st  Illinois  Artiller}',  in  which  he  served 
until  the  close  of  tlie  war.  In  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga,  on  the  llith  of  September,  1863,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  hi])  and  injured  in  the  spine  so 
severel}'  that  he  had  to  be  left  on  the  field  and  was 
taken  pri.stmer,  and  paroled  eleven  days  later.  He 
lay  on  the  battle-field  of  Chickamauga'  for  eleven 
d.aj's  without  anj"  attention  given  him  whatever, 
and  received  no  care  until  he  was  taken  from  the 
field  to  Chattanooga,  the  eleventh  day  after  the  bat- 
tle. He  suffered  untold  pain  from  his  wound,  which 
w.as  caused  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  that  struck 
the  wheel  of  his  gun  carriage.  Every  man  except 
two  on  the  piece  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  It 
was    fortunate    for    Mr.  Sheldon    that    he    was    so 
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woundeil  that  he  could  not  be  transported  farthei- 
south,  for  had  he  been  he  would  have  been  ci  iii>igncd 
to  Andersonville  prison  i)en.  During  the  winter  of 
1HG3  he  spent  four  months  in  the  parol  camp  :it 
Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  In  the  spring  of  1  >^64  he  was 
exchanged  Mud  rctuiued  to  his  battery,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  all  tlir  iMigagements.  with  (>ue  excep- 
tion, in  the  Atlanta  campaign.  After  thi'  f:ili  of 
Atlanta  he  was  in  Gen.  Thomas'  corps,  witli  wiiii  h 
he  went  back  to  Nashville,  nnd  was  in  tlic  l)attle> 
of  Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  He  was 
mustered  out  of  the  scrvii'c  at  Chicago  in  Sep- 
tember, 18G.'i,  and  then  returned  to  Iroquois  County, 
111.,  where  he  remained  until  he  came  to  l>iving- 
stou  County.  For  two  years  he,  in  company  with 
two  brothers,  was  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Clifton,  Iroquois  County.  In  the  si)riugof  18611  he 
mine  to  Livingston  County,  and  bought  6t0  .acres 
of  land  on  section  33,  Round  Grove  Township, 
where  he  settled  and  has  since  lived.  I'pon  this 
farm  he  erected  good  buildings  and  made  other  first- 
class  improvements. 

In  April,  1880,  Mr.  Sheldon  laid  ont  and  platted 
the  village  of  Campus,  which  is  on  the  line  of  the 
Wabash  Railway.  It  lias  a  poiiulation  of  about  l.")0 
inhabitants,  and  is  rai)idlv  assuming  the  proportions 
of  a  prosperous  town.  Mr.  Sheldon  i>  actixely 
engaged  in  farming,  and  has  laid  on  \u>  phiic  over 
tliirty-lwo  miles  of  tile  drain,  the  larger  portion  of 
which  was  made  at  InV  own  factory  on  lii>  farm. 
He  was  the  first  man  who  began  laying  tiU'  in  thi.- 
[lart  of  the  country,  and  is  the  senior  partner  of  the 
lirni  of  Sheldon  it  Straight,  tile  manufacturers,  at 
Campus.  lucomiiany  with  his  brother,  C.  H.  Shel- 
don, he  owns  and  operates  a  cattle  ranch  in  Western 
Nebraska,  and  owns  "200  head  of  cattle.  In  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  on  the  2.')th  of  May.  I.s6!l,  Mr.  Sheldon 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Fisher,  who  vv.i>  liorn 
in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  on  the  l.'ith  oC  Decem- 
ber. 1  ><42.  Her  [jarents  were  James  and  Eliza 
(Tucker)  Fisher,  who  were  natives  of  New  England. 
In  1871  they  came  to  Livingston  County,  and 
resided  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Sheldon,  for  three 
years,  and  then  returned  to  Boston,  Mass.  .Tabez 
Fislier,  a  l>rother  of  Mrs.  Sheldon's  father,  is  the 
oldest  living  pork  packer  in  this  country.  He  is 
now  living  in  Washington,  N.   H.,   in   his  ninety- 
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seventh  year.  James  Fisher  had  a  family  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  ill's.  Sheldon  was  the  secoiul. 
There  have  been  burn  to  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Sheldon  four 
ehildreu,  who  bear  the  fullowing  names:  Eliza  S.. 
Sarah  G..  James  il.  and  Mary  Ellen. 

Mr.  Sheldon's  parents  were  John  B.  and  S;irah  A. 
(Seelev)  Sheldon.  The  father  \va-  a  uati\e  uf 
Rhode  Island  and  the  muther  was  a  Vermonter  by 
birth.  They  were  the  parents  of  elevenVhildren.  uf 
whom  uur  subject  was  the  seventh;  they  butli  dit-d 
in  Iroquois  County.  111.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Sheldon  are 
members  of  the  Jlethudist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
.Sheldun  is  a  Republican  iniiulitics  and  has  held  the 
otticeof  SuiH-rvisur  for  Round  Grove  Townshiiitwo 
years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  buard  during  the 
erection  of  the  new  euurt-house  .-it  Pontiac.  Dur- 
ing hi;  residence  in  Livingston  County  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  ijublie  affairs,  and  being  a  large 
tjix-payer  has  done  what  he  conW  to  inculcate  a 
S]>irit  of  ecunumy  and  judicinus  expenditure  uf  the 
public  funds. 


CHARLES  A.  FINEFIELD,  senior  member 
,  of  the  hardware  firm  of  Finefield  &  Larson. 
^_  '  at  Odell,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county  | 
since  1860.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man  upright  in 
liis  business  transactions,  public-spirited  and  liberal, 
and  is  in  all  respects  one  of  the  important  factors 
•  )f  an  enter|>rising  and  progressive  city.  He  lias 
done  much  iti  building  up  its  interests,  and  nothing 
pleases  him  better  than  to  note  the  progress  of  the 
people  both  morally  and  intellectuidl3\  He  takes  ' 
some  interest  in  politics,  enough  to  cast  hi-^  decided 
vote  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  nn'inber 
ill  high  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He 
has  been  connected  with  the  \illage  Board  fur  a 
perioil  of  fourteen  years,  and  i-  uatnr.'dly  looked  to 
for  nid  in  those  entei'priscs  wliii-li  .•iic  calculated  to 
advance  the  general  interests  (.(  llic  luwu. 

Our  siilijecl  was  born  in  .St.  James,  forty  niil(> 
from  Moiilre:d,  Canad;i,  .Sei>1.  2:1,  1  «;J0,  and  is  tlic 
youngest  child  of  Charles  .-nid  .Magdidcna  (Felleriu) 
Finedeld,  also  natives  of  the  Hoininiun,  where  llic 
father  followed  carpentering  and  was  a  quiet,  in- 
offeusivu  cili/cn,  neither  idenlilieil  with  politics  nor 


wai\  In  his  younger  years  he  had  engaged  in  lum- 
bering in  Upper  Canada  and  with  his  wife  spent 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  Province.  Charles 
Finefield  was  placed  in  school  at  a  suitable  age  and 
became  familiar  with  both  the  French  and  English 
languages.  Much  of  his  time  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  uf  age  was  spent  in  the  carfienter-shop  with 
his  father,  and  then  the  death  of  that  parent  neces- 
sitated a  decided  change  in  his  life.  Not  long  after- 
ward he  came  to  the  States,  locating  first  at  Bur- 
lingtun,  Vt.,  where  he  engaged  at  carpentering  one 
year  and  then  took  up  the  trade  of  a  l)lacksraith, 
which  lie  followed  two  years  in  New  England,  and 
in  1847  migrated  westward  to  Chicago.  Not  being- 
fortunate  in  finding  work  there  he  went  to  Peoria 
and  fron;  there  to  Oswego,  of  which  he  was  after- 
ward a  resident  eight  years  and  engaged  in  black- 
smithing. 

From  Oswego  Mr.  Finefield  came  to  t)dell  and 
continued  in  the  blacksmith-shop  six  years.  Then 
deciding  upon  a  change  of  occupation  he  purchased 
1 60  acres  of  wild  land  in  Union  Township,  and  with 
his  family  established  himself  in  a  small  frame 
dwelling  which  had  been  erected  upon  it.  Two 
years  later,  however,  he  returned  to  town,  took  up 
his  trade,  and  afterward  became  associated  in  part- 
nership with  ex-Sheriff  J.  A.  Hunter.  They  oper- 
ated together  five  years,  the  firm  being  dissolved 
by  mutual  consent.  Mr.  Finefield  carried  on  the 
business  three  years  by  himself,  and  then  crossing 
the  Mississippi  purchased  300  acres  of  Kansas  land 
with  a  view  of  im[)roving  a  farm.  He,  however, 
met  with  a  good  opportunity  to  sell  and  conse- 
quently returned  to  Odell.  His  sons  in  the  mean- 
time who  had  learned  bLacksmithing  of  their  father 
were  carrying  on  that  business,  and  Mr.  Finefield 
invested  a  part  of  his  capital  in  a  stock  of  hardware 
He  operated  alone  from  1882  until  1885,  and  then 
his  present  i)artner  was  admitted  to  the  business. 
Tlicy  cany  a  well-assorted  stock  of  the  articles 
mainly  required  in  the  country  household  and  the 
lliilitei-  implements  uf  the  farm.  Both  men  are  en- 
tcr|)rising  and  honest  in  their  transactions,  and  the 
lirm  is  ranked  among  the  strongest  uf  this  section. 

Mr.  Finefield  chose  for  his  life  companion  a  lady 
of  his  own  cuuntry,  naiiiely.  Miss  Julia  St.  Dennis, 
who  became   his    wife   uri    the    20th   of  July,  1850. 
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Mrs.  Fineflelrt  was  born  at  St.  John,  Canaila.  June 
;'),  1826,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Aggate 
St.  Dennis,  natives  of  tlie  Dominion,  whence  they 
removed  at  an  early  day  to  Oswego,  Kendall 
County,  during  its  first  settlement.  Thej-  after- 
ward, however,  returned  to  Canada,  where  the 
father  died  about  1856,  the  mother  having  pie- 
ceded  him  to  the  better  land  in  about  1837. 

Of  the  seven  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fine- 
field  two  are  now  deceased :  M.ary  Jane  who  died 
in  1853,  at  the  age  of  eleven  months,  and  Ephraini 
at  the  age  of  eleven  j-ears,  in  18(i(i.  The  record  of 
the  others  is  as  follows:  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Leroy 
McAUen,  a  carpenter;  Frank  married  Miss  Helen 
Woodbury ;  Charles  remains  with  his  father ;  Fred 
married  Miss  Carrie  Erschens;  these  are  all  living 
at  Odell.  Willie,  the  youngest,  is  unmarried  and 
engaged  in  buying  grain  in  Dakt)ta.  Mrs.  Finefield 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Odell,  March  11, 
1887.  She  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic 
Church  to  which  she  adhered  to  thQ  end  of  life.  As 
a  wife  and  mother  she  was  faithful  iu  all  respects 
and  fulfilled  noblj*  the  responsibilities  committed  to 
her.  She  presented  in  her  daily  life  all  those  amia- 
ble and  estimable  qualities  which  made  her  home, 
to  her  husband  and  children,  the  most  attractive 
spot  on  earth,  while  in  the  community  which  had 
known  her  so  long  and  well  she  was  held  in  univer- 
sal esteem. 


^■ALTER  S.  HUNT,  a  prominent  and  well-to- 
do  farmer  of  Broughton  Township,  owns 
240  acres  of  good  land  on  section  28,  and 
a  quarter  section  in  Iowa,  which  he  has  acquired  by 
his  own  unaided  industry,  except  eight}'  acres  which 
came  from  the  estate  of  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hunt.  lie 
commenced  in  life  for  himself  on  a  cash  capital  of 
$3,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  his  career 
has  been  marked  by  tireless  persever.ance  and  re- 
markablj'  good  judgment.  The  term  self-made  will 
apply  most  projierly  to  this  gentleman,  who  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughont  this  crim- 
munit}'  as  one  of  its  representative  men.  PV)r  many 
years  he  engaged  in  general  f.arming,  and  later 
made  a  specialty  of  stock-raising,  in  vvhich  he  has 
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mot  with  iniqncstioned  success.  I'olitically  he  ••illil- 
iates  with  the  Kcpulilican  p^irly,  and  altiiongii 
steadily  declining  to  bccniiic  an  ullice-holder  has 
exerted  much  iiilluciicc  in  township  affairs. 

Our  subject,  .1  Mati\e  of  Chenango  County,  N. 
v..  was  born  Aug.  1  ;^,  1H39.  His  parents.  Edwin 
and  Emeline  (I^add)  Hunt,  were  also  natives  of  the 
Einpiie  State,  vvhere  they  owned  a  modest  property, 
and  whence  they  migrated  in  the  spring  of  1843 
to  Kendall  County,  III.,  during  its  early  settlement. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  with  his  patient  and 
courageous  wife,  endured  all  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations incident  to  pioneer  life,  and  were  numbered 
among  the  most  highly  respected  residents  of  that 
section  of  country.  They  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days  in  Kendall  Count}',  the  father  passing 
away  Jan.  lit,  1864,  and  the  mother  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1879.  The  elder  Hunt  had  transformed  a 
portion  of  the  uncultivated  prairie  into  a  gooil 
homestead,  wliich  later  passeil  into  the  hand>  of 
his  son  J.  ]>. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  the  eldest  child  of 
his  parents,  and  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  on 
the  farm  in  Kendall  Count}'.  His  first  lessons  were 
conducted  in  the  subscription  schools,  which  were 
carried  on  only  a  few  weeks  in  winter.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  time  his  services  were  utilized  on 
the  farm,  and  he  early  in  life  acquired  those  habits 
of  industry  and  economy  which  later  paved  his 
way  to  success.  He  continued  with  his  parents 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  and  in  May, 
1861,  soon  after  the  call  for  troops,  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  13th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  with 
the  commands  of  Oens.  Grant  and  Sherman  during 
his  entire  service.  As  may  be  suj^posed  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  most  important  battles  of  that 
period,  including  the  fight  of  Arkansas  Post,  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  the  second  battle 
of  Jackson,  the  engagements  at  Lookout  Mountain 
and  Mission  Ridge,  besides  meeting  the  enemj'  at 
various  other  points,  and  engaging  in  numberless 
skirmishes.  AtC'hickasaw  Bayou  young  Hunt  was 
wounded  three  times,  once  in  each  arm,  and  once 
in  the  left  leg.  He  was  in  the  volunteer  service 
until  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  on  the  18th 
of  June,  1864;  in  the  meantime  he  was  promoted 
to  Second  Sergeant,  and  received  raanj'  evidences 
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of  the  npproval  of  his  siiiierior  officers.  His  life  as 
!\  soKlior  was  similar  to  tlint  of  thousands  of  others, 
and  lii<o  uio.-t  of  tlio  brave  hoys  lie  seldom  refers 
to  that  dark  perioil  in  the  nation's  history  which  in- 
volved so  mucli  affliction,  bereavement  and  distress. 

I'p^in  his  retirement  from  the  army  Mr.  Hunt  re- 
turned to  Kendall  County,  where  he  continued  the 
pni-suit  of  farming,  and  mi  tiic  Gth  of  February, 
1868,  was  married  ti>  Mi>s  Sallie  A.  K.  Waoner,  then 
a  resident  of  that  county.  .Mr>.  Hunt  wa~  lioru  in 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  .".1.  1S4--',  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Delilali  A.  (Golladay) 
Wagner,  natives  of  Virginia.  l'|inn  leaving  the  Ohl 
Dominion  they  lived  in  Ohio  until  the  fall  of  1S.")2, 
and  thence  removed  to  Kendal!  County,  where  they 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers.  Mr.  Wagner  car- 
ried on  farming  successfully,  and  dejwrted  this  life 
on  the  28th  of  March,  188-t;  the  mother  had  de- 
[larted  this  life  Aug.  :M.  187.S.  Their  fainil3-  in- 
cluded eight  children,  of  whom  rtvc  are  living, 
namely:  Silas  F.,  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Mary  .1.. 
the  wife  of  H.  .\.  McKinzie,  of  Kansas;  Pauline  K.. 
-Mrs.  David  Hall,  of  Kendall  County:  Sallie  A.  K.. 
and  .Samuel  S..  who  is  fai-niing  in  Pottawattamie 
County,  Iowa. 

The  children  <if  Edwin  and  Kinelinc  Hunt  besides 
Walter  are  as  folk>ws:  John  1>.  is  living  in  Oswego, 
III.:  .Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  Zopher  Ketchum,  of 
K.ane  Ci^uuly ;  Mary  A.  is  living  in  Aurora,  III.; 
Kllen  L.,  Mrs.  Kdson  Wheeler,  is  in  Dakota;  Charles 
E.  is  engaged  in  the  carshops  at  Aurora,  111.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  have  three  children  :  Edwin  W., 
who  was  born  June  4.  1870;  Walter  S.,  Sept.  11, 
187«,  and  Celia,  Dee.  17,  ls77:  one  child.  Lnla  A., 
died  April  19,  1874,  aged  four  years.  They  ha\e 
been  resident  of  Broughton  Township  nearly  foui- 
teeii  years,  having  located  on  their  present  farm  in 
the  spring  of  l.s74. 


^^  A.ML'EL  IK )KE,  after  a  long  and   indn>tri- 
^^   ons    life,   is    now   a    retired   farmer   living 
lj\^J)   in  the  city  of  Odell.      He  was  born  in    .M<-- 
'^  Connellsbnrg,  Pa.,  on   the    21tli  of    Apiil, 

1827,  and  was  the  youngest  of  six  boy>,  .and  the 
eighth  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  .Faeob 
and  Margaret   (  Lohrj   Hoke,   who  were  natives  of 


Pennsylvania.     The  father  was  born  in  Hanover, 

Oct.  10,  1783,  and  the  mother  in  Gettysburg,  April 
2l',  \7\}'.'t.  The  father  was  a  mechanic,  and  moved 
to  McConnellsburg  about  1808,  where  he  spent  his 
declining  years,  dying  on  the  28th  of  November, 
I  8117.  His  excellent  wife  survived  him,  and  died 
in  Ep worth,  Iowa,  Oct.  10,  1872,  while  she  was 
visiting  her  daughter  who  resided  there.  Jacob 
Hoke  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  serving 
until  its  close,  and  was  present  when  the  British 
invaded  Baltimore.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
Henry  Hoke.  Our  subject's  matern.al  grandjjarents 
were  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Zeigler)  Lolir,  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  B(jth  grandfathers  par- 
ticipated in  the  Revolutionarj'  War. 

Samuel  Hoke  was  reared  in  town,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  almost  entirelj'  neglected.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  went  to  Chambersburg  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  painter,  where  he  was  apprenticed  and 
served  four  yeai's.  At  that  time  the  customary 
rule  was  to  lioard  the  apprentice  and  pay  him  |2 
per  month  in  cash,  and  while  thu>  engaged  Mr. 
Hoke  formed  his  habits  of  prudence  and  economy. 
At  the  age  of  twent3-one  years  he  began  work  for 
himself,  and  engaged  one  year  in  Chambersburg, 
after  which  he  went  to  Gettj'sburg,  where  he  re- 
mained one  3'ear.  From  there  he  went  to  Williams- 
burg, and  oi)ened  a  paint  and  cabinet-making  shop, 
and  while  living  at  that  place,  met  the  lady  who 
became  his  wife. 

On  the  ISth  of  April,  1850,  Mr.  Hoke  was  mar- 
ried to  iMiss  Laura  M.  Kenney,  who  was  born  in 
Martinsburg,  Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1831.  She  was  the  youngest  child  in  a 
family  of  five,  born  to  Alexander  W.  and  Hannah 
E.  (Harvey)  Kenney,  natives  of  Pemisylvania. 
Her  father  was  born  June  6,  1797,  in  Lcwistown, 
MifHiu  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  a  saddler  l\y  trade,  but  he 
went  into  business  as  a  merchant  and  grain-buyer 
in  his  later  years.  He  died  April  13,  18,58,  in  Hol- 
lidaysburg,  Pa.  His  wife,  Hannah  E.,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Harvey,  w.as  born  June  13, 
1792,  ill  Chester  County,  and  died  in  Martinsburg, 
.lune  .'SI,  1837.  A.  W.  Kenney  was  the  son  of 
Robert  .ind  Margaret  Kenney.  both  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

.Mr.  Hoke  and  his  wife  settled  iu  life  at  Williams- 
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burg,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business  and  re- 
mained there  nine  years.  In  1859  lie  sold  his  |)os- 
sessions  there  and  moved  to  Dwight,  Livingston 
County,  wliere  he  opened  the  first  furniture  store 
started  in  the  town,  and  also  pursued  his  vocation 
as  a  painter.  He  soon  sold  out  his  business  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  on  wliicii  he  buill 
a  house,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  yinr  lie  removed 
to  this  farm,  which  was  located  in  [nion  Town- 
ship. Here  Mrs.  Hoke  taught  the  second  school  in 
that  township,  with  an  enrollment  of  but  five  pu- 
pils, three  of  whom  were  her  own  children.  l\Ir. 
Hoke  w-as  one  of  the  first  to  advocate  a  division  of 
the  township  into  districts,  and  being  one  of  the 
Trustees,  he  eventually  accomplished  his  object. 
In  18(50  the  township  was  laid  off  bj'  .Samuel  Hoke. 
William  Thompstm  and  Arthiu'  Marshall,  into  foiu' 
sectional  districts,  which  remain  to-day  as  they 
were  designated  then.  The  first  school-house  in 
the  district  in  which  Mr.  Hoke  resided  was  located 
on  his  land.  Mr.  Hoke  continued  to  live  on  this 
farm  until  1880,  through  thrift  aiid  enterprise  in- 
creasing it  to  400  acres  of  fine  arable  laud,  wliieli 
he  put  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  man- 
aged with  great  success  until  he  retired  froiu  act- 
ual business  life.  In  1864  he  was  drafted  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  army,  but  sickness  prevented  his  re- 
sponding to  the  call,  and  he  provided  a  substitute. 
During  his  residence  there  he  served  as  Assessor 
five  years,  and  during  nearly  the  entire  time  he  was 
School  Director.  He  and  his  wife  have  given  up 
active  life,  and  are  now  living  comparatively  at 
their  ease,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  early  labors. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoke  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  living:  Alexander  Rees  was 
born  Sept.  16,  1851  ;  Hannah  JNIargaret,  .Tan.  8, 
1854;  William  Elias,Oct.  2,  1856;  Charles  Harvey, 
June  28,  1860;  George  Kenney,  Dec.  17,  1862; 
Samuel  Lewis,  July  8,  1867,  and  Frank  Lincoln, 
Nov.  11,  1871.  Lewis  died  Jan.  19,  1887.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  which 
he  joined  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  active  in 
the  Sunday-school  and  meetings  of  that  denomina- 
tion; he  alwaj's  evinced  a  readiness  to  come  for- 
ward and  identify  himself  with  the  cause  of  Chris- 
tianitJ^  He  was  a  teacher,  and  while  engaged  in 
^  '   that  profession  was  taken  sick  at  Belle  Prairie,  this 


county,  and  remained  at  his  post  in  the  school-room 
until  within  li\e  ilnys  of  his  death.  Ho  was  grad- 
uated at  the  Odell  High  School,  and  afterward  at- 
tended Dixon  College,  lie  h:id  taken  a  high  course 
in  mathematics,  and  prepared  himself  foi-  the  work 
of  a  civil  engineer,  but  all  Ihe  events  of  his  life 
tended  toward  the  niini>try,  which  would  eventu- 
ally  have  become  his  work  h.id  he  liyrd.  During 
his  last  school  term  he  lived  at  the  roidence  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.   S|)enee. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoke  are  meniliers  of  the  Tresby- 
terian  Church,  and  are  aelive  and  earnest  in  all 
their  Christian  labors,  to  which  they  devote  much 
of  their  time. 


HOMAS  J.  JOHNSON,  who  is  now  a  retired 
farmer  residing  in  Dwight,  is  a  native  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  being  born  in  Sterling, 
Windham  County,  March  1,  1827.  He  is  of  Pro- 
testant-Irish stock,  and  his  remote  ancestors  settled 
at  a  very  early  day  in  Connecticut.  John  L.  John- 
son, the  father  of  our  sul)ject,  was  born  in  Rhode 
Island,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  after- 
ward went  to  Connecticut,  where  he  worked  for 
James  Baile3',  Sr.,  whose  daughter.  Miss  Eunice 
Bailey,  he  eventually  married ;  her  mother's  name 
was  also  Eunice.  The  Baileys  were  of  Protest- 
ant-Welsh origin,  who  settled  at  an  early  day  in 
New  England. 

'J"he  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  eight 
children — Nancy,  Thomas  J.,  Henry  D.,  Mary  A., 
John  E.,  Gilbert  C.,  Jane  and  Alexander.  After 
marriage,  Mr.  Johnson  went  to  Oneco,  Conn.,  where 
he  had  the  management  of  several  farms  for  Mr. 
Valentine,  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  extensive 
manufacturing  establishment  located  there.  Mr. 
Johnson  bought  out  the  heirs  of  the  Bailey  estate, 
and  lived  upon  that  homestead  for  many  years,  and 
died  there  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  He  was  a 
well-disposed  man,  and  of  religious  i)rinciples,  but 
was  never  a  member  of  anj'  religious  organization. 
He  was  a  representative  New  England  farmer,  mod- 
est and  retiring  in  his  disposition,  and  always  de- 
clined to  accept  office. 

Thomas  J.  Johnson  was  born  on  the  farm  named 
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above,  and  received  a  good  comuion-scliool  educa- 
tion. Wlien  young  ho  hud  ;in  anibitit>n  to  obtnin 
a  more  lil)eral  education  than  tlir  coiiinion  .schools 
of  Connecticut  at^'urded,  :ind  he  worked  and  strug- 
gled by  teaching  school  and  canv.i>sing  I'or  books 
in  the  West,  to  earn  the  money  needed  to  gratify 
this  worthy  ambition,  \\itli  the  money  thus  pro- 
cured he  managed  to  attend  the  Smithville  Semi- 
nary. Rhode  Island,  and  Phillips  Academj'  at  And- 
over,  Mass.  He  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  inten- 
tion of  obtaining  a  university  education,  on  ac- 
count of  his  delicate  constitution,  but  having  natural 
ability  as  a  conversationalist,  he  engaged  with  Hon. 
Henry  Bill,  a  prominent  and  well-known  publisher 
of  Norwich,  Conn.,  to  canvass  for  his  publications. 
Mr.  Johnson  traveled  extensively  in  Ohio,  Illinois, 
^lissouri  and  Iowa,  and  besides  canvassing  himself, 
employed  others  to  work  for  him.  He  was  in  the 
book  trade  from  18.50  until  l.s(i8,  and  was  very 
successful.  The  professional  book  men  of  the 
United  States  are  a  class  by  themselves,  and  have 
distributed  among  the  masses  of  the  people  a  v.ast 
amount  of  useful  information.  They,  next  to  the 
common  school,  the  press  and  the  pulpit,  have  been 
<ineof  the  greatest  causes  for  the  advancement  of 
the  people.  Numberless  valuable  books  have  been 
circulated  in  the  highways  and  byways,  where  oth- 
erwise few  or  no  books  would  have  found  their 
way.  Often  situated  man}'  miles  from  any  book- 
store, the  people  would  seldom  see  a  valuable  book 
but  for  the  energetic  agent,  who  allows  no  obstacle 
to  prevent  his  sales.  The  professional  agents  are 
usually  men  of  fair  education,  unusual  energy  and 
intelligence,  and  possess  perseverance  and  industry 
to  a  remarkable  degree.  After  following  this  busi- 
ne.«s  for  fifteen  3'ears,  and  having  saved  a  consider- 
able amount  of  money,  Mr.  Johnson  concluded  to 
take  to  himself  a  life  partner. 

On  the  31st  of  January,  1870,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
married  to  Miss  Jennie  K.,  daughter  of  Albert  and 
Deborah  (Kittle)  Field,  of  Rhode  Island.  Her 
parents  were  people  of  English  descent,  who  came 
to  New  England  at  an  early  day.  Inmiediately 
after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  moved  upon 
a  farm  in  Broughton  Township,  Eivingston  Co.,  111., 
which  he  had  previously  purchased.  They  have 
become  tiie  parents  of  six  children,  who  were  named 


Byron  L..  Irving  E.,  Bertie,  Byron  (2d),  Roscoe 
and  Florence.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  been 
•sadl}'  afHictcd  in  the  death  of  all  their  children  ex- 
cepting Florence.  Byron  L.  died  at  the  age  of 
three  and  one-half  j^ears,  and  in  Decendjer,  1882, 
the  four  boj>,  Irving,  Bertie,  Byron  (2d)  and  Ros- 
coe, died  of  scarlet  fever  within  two  weeks  of  each 
other,  in  Dwight,  111.  This  severe  blow  has  been 
endured  with  great  patience  and  resignation.  Flor- 
ence is  now  attending  school  at  Dwight,  where  Mr. 
Johnson  resides,  having  retired  from  active  life. 

Our  subject  possesses  a  substantial  propert}'  con- 
sisting of  two  farms,  together  containing  375  acres 
of  land,  a  good  residence  and  thirty-two  town  lots 
in  Dwight.  In  politics  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Democrat, 
but  does  not  take  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  who  by  intelligence 
and  perseverance  has  accumulated  his  large  prop- 
erty. Wide-awake  and  well  informed  on  most  sub- 
jects, ho  stands  well  in  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 

EPHRAIM  S.  CLARK,  the  owner  of  480  acres 
of  land  located  on  sections  32  and  33.  Read- 
ing Township,  after  a  busy  and  successful 
life  as  a  farmer,  has  retired  from  active  work.  He 
was  born  in  Meigs  County,  Ohio,  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1819,  and  is  the  sou  of  Samuel  and 
Fhfcbe  (Sayre)  Clark.  The  father  was  the  son  of 
Samuel  Clark,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Lydia 
(Fosett)  Sayre,  who  were  of  English  descent. 

Samuel  Clark,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
volunteer  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  also  in 
the  Black  Hawk  War.  He  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1792,  and  died  on  the  2d  of  June,  1840. 
Phtebe,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  Feb. 
4,  1797,  and  died  Aug.  5,  1845.  To  Samuel  and 
Pho'be  Clark  were  born  fourteen  children,  named 
as  follows:  Mary,  Lydia,  Ephraim  S.,  Hannah, 
Sarah,  Caroline,  Amos,  Esther,  Robert,  Rosetta, 
Charles  Wesley,  Malvina,  John  Nelson  and  Eliza 
Ann.  Mary,  born  Aug.  27,  1815,  died  Aug.  30, 
1823;  Lydia,  born  Oct.  4,  1817,  married  Philip 
Shull,  and  died  leaving  five  children;  Hannah,  born 
Oct.  0,  1820,   married  Abram   Hoffman,  a  farmer, 
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lias  six  childieii,  and  lives  in  Indiana;  Sarali,  l)oi'n 
May  10,  1822,  married  Isaac  F.  Cashnian,  of  Bu- 
reau County,  111.,  has  five  children,  and  resides  in 
Iowa  County,  Iowa;  Caroline,  born  March  16, 1821, 
died  April  18,  1824;  Araos,  horn  March  27,  182;'), 
married  Lucy  Heither,  and  they  have  one  cliiid; 
Amos  is  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  liut  he  i>  miw  a 
traveling  salesman.  Esther,  born  Nov.  2(1,  1820, 
was  married  to  George  AVashiiigton  (iiant,  a  far- 
mer, has  four  children,  and  resides  in  Missouri; 
Robert,  born  April  1,  1831,  married  Hannah  Ostran- 
der;  they  have  two  children,  and  reside  in  Boone 
County,  Iowa.  Rosetta,  born  Oct.  18,  1832,  mar- 
ried George  Hoffman ;  thej'  have  three  children, 
and  are  residents  of  Holt  Countj^,  Neb.  Cliai'les  W., 
born  Feb.  2:),  18:54,  married  Catherine  McManus, 
and  they  have  a  family  of  four  children,  and  reside 
in  Southern  Missouri;  his  occupation  is  that  of  a 
farmer,  and  he  served  three  years  during  the  late 
war  in  Company  D,  20th  Illinois  Infantry.  Mal- 
vina,  born  Oct  14,  18;55,  married  Calvin  Roberts,  a 
carpenter  b}'  trade;  they  have  six  children,  and  re- 
side in  Barton  County,  Mo.  John  N.,  born  Dec. 
18,  1837,  enlisted  in  Company  D,  20th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  received  a  wound  at  Ft.  Donelson, 
from  which  he  died ;  his  remains  were  brought 
home  and  buried  in  Ancona  Cemetery,  where  his 
grave  is  marked  by  a  fine  marble  monument.  Eliza 
A.,  born  July  22,  1839,  married  Henry  Sultzbaugh; 
they  have  four  children,  and  reside  in  Webster 
County,  Iowa,  where  the  husband  is  engaged  in 
mining  coal. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1845,  Mr.  Claik  was  mar- 
ried to  Mildred  Ann  Jones,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
who  was  born  on  the  Gtli  of  November,  1822.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Catiierine  Jones,  to 
whom,  besides  the  (vife  of  our  subject,  were  born 
the  following-named  children;  Edward,  Sarali  Ann, 
Winnie  Ann,  Silas,  Lucetta  and  Nanc}'  Eleanor. 
Edward  married  Mary  Goodrich,  and  died,  leaving 
a  large  family  ;  Sarah  Ann  married  James  McManus, 
and  they  botli  died,  leaving  one  child  ;  Winnie  Ann 
married  Jacob  Doll,  a  tailor  by  trade;  they  have 
three  children,  and  reside  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
Silas  died  when  a  young  man  in  Ancona;  Lucetta 
married  J.anies  Mclntyre,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
who  died   at  Ransom,   111.,   leaving  two  children; 


Nancy  Eleanor  married  Daniel  Foster,  who  died  in 
Iowa,  leaving  five  children ;  after  the  death  of  her 
first  husband  siie  was  married  to  William  McGee,  a 
farmer,  and  they  reside  in  LaSalle  County,  111. 

In  the  winter  of  1828-29,  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  when  tiicy  removed  from  Ohio 
to  Indiana,  m;iking  the  trip  l)y  water  in  a  boat  built 
for  the  occasion.  When  thej-  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  White  River,  a  considerable  delay  was  occa- 
sioned on  account  of  the  water  being  low,  and  they 
had  to  remain  at  this  point  until  the  river  aro.se 
sutllciently  to  permit  them  to  continue  their  jour- 
ney to  Terre  Haute,  their  destination.  At  the  age 
of  ten  years  our  subject,  with  his  sister,  began  at- 
tending school  at  Mt.  Carmel,  111.,  in  1829,  and 
remaining  at  school  al)0ut  three  months,  returned 
to  his  home  in  Indiana.  In  the  fall  of  184.J  our 
subject,  with  his  young  wife,  removed  to  Bureau 
County,  111.,  where  he  remained  for  about  five 
years,  and  in  December,  1850,  he  came  to  Living- 
ston County,  and  at  once  erected  a  log  house,  cut- 
ting and  hauling  tlic  logs  and  completing  his  house 
in  two  days. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  William  Talbot,  Tarsina, 
Aniiice,  Frank,  Lycurgus,  John  Ephraim  and  AVin- 
fleld  Scott.  William  T.,  born  March  4,  1848,  mar- 
ried Ainj'  Coe,  who  has  borne  him  six  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living;  he  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  by  occupation,  and  resides  in  Livingston 
County.  Tarsina,  born  Oct.  12,  1851,  married  Al- 
bert Coe,  a  farmer;  thej'  have  five  children,  and  live 
in  Woodson  County,  Kan.  Aniiice,  born  March  ;!, 
1854,  married  William  Boatman,  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, has  two  children,  and  resides  in  Woodson 
Count}',  Kan.;  Frank,  born  Jan.  8,  1856,  married 
Kate  AVilloughby,  who  is  now  deceased ;  he  resides 
in  Livingston  County,  and  is  a  prominent  teacher 
and  farmer.  Lycurgus,  born  Dec.  22,  1857,  died 
Jan.  19.  1859;  John  E.,  born  Oct.  28,  1859,  died 
Sept.  18,  1871;  he.  met  his  death  by  being  kicked 
by  a  horse.  Winfield  S.,  born  Oct.  17,  1862,  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  the  Normal 
School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  now  resides  at  home. 

Mr.  Clark  purchased  land  in  Livingston  County 
in  the  fall  of  1852,  paying  for  it  with  a  laud  war- 
rant   procured  from  a  neighljor,  which  was  issued 
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for  services  rendered  as  a  ranger  during  tlie  Black 
Hawk  War.  Tie  first  settled  in  Reading  Township, 
on  section  -27.  where  the  village  of  Ancoiia  now 
stands,  and  from  which  place  ho  hauled  his  grain 
and  pork  to  Ottawa,  and  his  milling  to  Dayton. 
four  miles  northeast  of  Ottawa.  Mr.  Clark  now 
owns  480  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  has  been 
well  improved,  and  contains,  besides  the  homestead, 
two  tenant  houses.  A  double-page  view  of  his 
estate  may  be  found  in  the  pictorial  department  of 
this  Volume. 

Mr.  Clark  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  with  whicli  he  remained  up  to  1856. 
In  I.SOU.  however,  he  voted  for  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las, and  since  that  time  has  acted  independently. 
Ke  is  a  strong  advocate  of  the  principles  of  tem- 
perance, and  never  neglects  an  opportunity  to  ad- 
vance that  cause.  He  has  served  twenty-six  years 
as  .School  Director,  and  six  as  Town  Trustee,  and  has 
also  served  as  Assessor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  i?  one  of  Reading  Township's  foremost  citizens, 
and  has  always  espoused  everything  that  tended 
toward  the  general  welfare  of  the  people.  He  is 
widciv  known  for  his  benevolence  and  kindness  as 
a  neighbor,  and  indulgence  as  a  husband  and  father, 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  the  jjeople  of  that 
section  of  Kvingston  County.  None  of  those  rep- 
resented in  the  portrait  department  of  this  Album 
are  more  worthj'  of  a  place  there  than  Mr.  Clark. 
As  a  fitting  accompaniment  i<{  his  portrait  we  give 
that  of  his  estimable  wife 
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J""  KSSI-:  DIFFENBAI'Cill  is  a  prominent  grain 
I  dealer  of  Dwight,  whose  transactions  are  so 
'  extensive  as  to  embrace  nearly  all  the  farm 
'  products  of  the  section  of  countr}'  adjacent. 
He  wa-  born  on  the  21st  of  August,  1 8?>0,  near 
Westminster.  Md.  The  Diffcnbaughs  arc  of  nii 
old  jiioneer  family  of  that  State,  of  sturdy  origin, 
wiio  came  i<>  Maryland  in  the  oM  Colonial  times. 
On  the  maternal  side  ,Mr.  Diffenbaugh  is  of  Knglisb 
descent,  from  one  of  the  old  Haltimore  families.. 

John  Henry  Diffenbaugh  was  the  first  of  the  name 
of  whom  wc  have  :iny  record,  and  he  was  brouglil 
to  thi-  country  when  a  small  boy  )iy  his  father,  who 


was  the  original  pioneer,  and  brought  with  him 
three  sons.  In  those  early  days  it  was  a  long  dis- 
tance to  mill,  ;is  they  were  located  along  the  creek 
and  were  far  apart.  One  of  the  brothers  started  to 
mill  to  be  absent  two  or  three  dtiys,  but  never  re- 
turned. It  is  supposed  he  was  taken  and  carried 
into  captivity  liy  some  w.andering  band  of  Indians. 
Mr.  Diffenbaugh  settled  on  a  farm  near  AVestmins- 
ter,  Md.,  and  was  drafted  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  but  being  in  ill-health  he  was  permitted  to 
secure  a  substitute.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Bnmg.arduer,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four 
daughters  and  one  son — Elizabeth,  Catherine, 
Lydia,  Susan  and  John  H.  They  are  all  now  living 
except  Lydia,  who'was  thrown  from  a  buggy  and 
killed.  Elizabeth  is  eight3'-eight  years  of  age, 
Catherine  eighty-four,  John  H.  eight3'-one,  and 
Susan  seventy-seven,  the  combined  ages  of  the  four 
being  three  hundred  and  thirt\'  years.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  in  1813. 

John  Henry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  180G,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer. 
He  received  a  common-school  education,  and  has 
for  many  years  been  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  In  political  opinions  he  was  a  Democrat 
up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  after  that  he 
became  a  Republican.  In  1826  he  w.as  married  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Powell,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth Powell,  who  lived  on  a  neighboring  farm.  Mr. 
Powell  came  from  England  when  a  young  man,  in 
companj'  with  his  mother,  one  sister  and  two  broth- 
ers. Mrs.  Powell  was  a  Stewart,  whose  mother  mar- 
ried a  To«son,  wh(:)  belonged  to  a  celebrated  Balti- 
more family  during  the  War  of  1812,  in  which 
Capt.  William  Towson  was  an  officer.  JNIrs.  Powell 
was  a  woman  of  superior  intelligence,  and  is  well 
remembered  by  her  grandchildren  as  a  woman  pos- 
sessing great  force  of  character.  She  was  a  very 
skillful  nurse  and  of  great  service  to  the  sick,  who 
at  that  day  did  not  have  the  best  medical  atten- 
dance. .Mr.  Diffenbaugh  by  his  union  with  Miss 
Powell  became  the  father  of  fourteen  children — 
John  T.,  Ang'?lina,  Jesse,  Margaret,  Catherine. 
Emily  J.,  Lucinda,  Adam  H.,  Louisa,  Mary,  Mar- 
tha, and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  Martha  mar- 
ried David  Burns,  of  .Maryl.and,  and  dic<l  in  I.STS, 
leaving    two    cliildrcu,    llarvej-  and  Ernest.     The 
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reinaiiuler  of  the  family  are  all  in  Maryland,  ox- 
fcptiug  Jesse,  ami  Louisa,  who  married  Isaac  Perry, 
and  is  at  present  a  resident  of  Dwight.  Mr.  Diften- 
baugh  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  brought 
up  his  large  family  to  principles  of  the  strictest 
integrit}'.  Mrs.  l)iffenl)angh  died  in  1*^68,  :it  the 
age  of  sixt3'-oiie  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  couimon- 
school  education  during  his  boyhood  daj'sand  early 
learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker.  Leaving  home 
in  18;i2,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  he  went  to  Mill 
Creek,  Va.,  where  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  store 
for  eight  years.  He  afterward  opened  a  store  of 
his  own,  and  operated  a  sawmill,  engaging  in  a  gen- 
eral lumber  business.  In  ISfiO  Mr.  Diffenbaugh 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Goodman,  daughter  of 
John  Goodman,  a  farmer  of  Mill  Creek.  They  have 
had  two  children,  Harry  J.  and  Nora  E.,  of  whom 
the  latter  died  when  about  eleven  years  of  age.  In 
18G8  Mr.  Diffenbaugh  sold  out  his  business  and 
moved  to  Dwight,  111.,  where  he  began  farming  on 
land  which  he  had  previously  bdught  about  two 
miles  south  of  Dwight.  In  1870  he  engaged  in  the 
grain  business,  which  lie  has  prosecuted  with  suc- 
cess up  to  the  present  time. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Diffenbaugh  acts  vvith 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  been  Assessor  of  the 
t(.>wnship  for  three  years,  and  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
lodge  matters.  A  life  of  perseverance  and  indus- 
try has  earned  for  Mr.  Diffenljaugh  an  excellent 
reputation  as  a  business  man,  and  he  stands  de- 
servedly high  in  commercial  circles.  In  his  social 
relations  with  the  people  he  has  popularized  him- 
self with  all  classes,  by  whom  he  is  held  in  the  higli- 
est  esteem. 

J?  EWIS  HOLLOWAY,  dealer  in  dry-goods, 
I  (j^  groceries,  tin  and  glassware  in  the  village 
j^L ^  Qf  Wing,  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  was 
born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  in  1838.  He  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Massey)  Holloway,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  1809  and  died  in  1849 
Ohio.     He    was  a  cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and 


I  was  skillful  in  his  calling.  The  father's  death  oc- 
curred one  day  after  that  of  the  mother,  the  death 
of  both  being  caused  by  cholera.  They  were  the 
I  parents  of  seven  children,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: John,  Ann,  Lewis,  \\illiam,  Sarah,  Edward 
and  Emil}-. 

Mr.  Holloway  came  to  Illinois  in  l.s.3."),  and  lo- 
!  cated  in  LaSalle  Count}',  where  he  learned  the 
trades  of  bricklaying  and  plastering,  at  which  he 
worked  for  four  years  and  then  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. On  the  8th  of  January,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
the  army,  and  was  mustered  in  as  a  private  in  an 
independent  company  attached  to  the  o3d  Illinois  In- 
fantry as  Company  A  Cavalry,  and  known  as  Will- 
iam Ford's  Cavalry,  afterward  Gen.  Halleck's  es- 
cort, and  later  Gen.  Grant's  escort,  and  later  as 
Company  L,  15th  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  soon  after- 
ward it  participated  in  the  siege  at  Corinth,  where 
it  remained  for  about  one  month.  Thence  it  went 
to  Shewalla,  where  it  remained  until  the  second 
siege  of  Corinth,  in  which  it  was  engaged.  The 
first  general  engagement  in  which  this  company 
participated  was  at  Hatchie  River  on  the  2oth  of 
Septcnuber,  18()2.  The  company  afterward  went 
to  Glendale,  where  it  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1803.  In  the  engagement  at  Hatchie  River  Mr. 
Holloway  had  received  injuries  which  rendered  him 
unfit  for  any  service,  and  he  was  discharged  for 
permanent  disability.  His  discharge  bears  date  Feb. 
25,  18()3.  Immediately  upon  his  discharge  he  re- 
turned home,  and  after  recruiting  his  health  about 
one  year  he  engaged  in  farming.  His  flist  purchase 
of  land  was  forty  acres,  to  which  he  has  from  time 
to  time  added  until  he  now  owns  140  acres  of  good 
land  on  section  13,  this  township,  and  all  under 
cultivation. 

On    the    24th  of  July,   1858,  Mr.  H(jlloway  was 
married  to   Miss  Mary  A.  Biundage,  a  native  of 
I   Pennsylvania,  who  was  born,  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1842.     Mr.  and    Mrs.  Holloway  have  had  ten 
j   children,    eight    of   whom   are  now   living:   Oscar, 
I    Clarence,  Alice,  Ida  J.,  Harry,  Clifford,  George  and 
j   Alma.    Mr.  Holloway  began  his  present  business  in 
'   May,  1 880,  but  afterw.ard  disposed  of  it  and  went  to 
the  farm,  where  he  staid  two  years.   He  then  returned 
'   to  Wing  and  erected  another  store  building,  which 
I   hesupjilied  with  a  large  and  varied  stock  of  goods. 
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consistiiijir  principallj'  of  flour,  boot-?  .and  shoes,  diy- 
srooils,  groceries,  tin  .nnd  glass  w.ire.  lie  li.as  built 
lip  an  extensive  trade  with  the  peojile  of  tliat  sec- 
tion of  the  coinitrv.  and  is  nieetinu  with  marked 
suoce.--s. 

In  politics  Mr.  llolloway  acts  with  the  Repnl)- 
liean  party,  and  has  been  selected  b3'  the  people  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  various  offices.  He  has 
tilled  the  otHce  of  Road  Commissioner  nine  years 
and  has  been  Justici'  of  tiic  reace  eleven  years, 
and  ilnring  that  time  none  of  his  decisions  have 
been  reversed  upon  an  aiipe.il  to  a  higher  court. 
lie  has  jurisdiction  in  i-erlain  rriminal  cases,  and 
the  decisions  he  has  rendei'ed  in  those  cases  havi' 
been  api)roved  whenever  an  appeal  has  been 
taken.  Mr.  Ilolloway  does  not  belong  to  any  church 
organization,  but  is  a  strong  believer  in  religion  as 
tjuight  b3'  Christ,  and  is  a  Second  Adventist  in 
belief,  but  his  children  are  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  a  Comrade 
of  Post  No.  114,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Forest,  and  is  quite 
regular  in  hi>  attendance.  A>  a  citizen  Mr.  Hollo- 
way  i~  highly  esteemed,  and  as  a  prompt  and  cor- 
rect liu-iness  man  lia>  eained  an  envialile  reputa- 
tion. 


AMKS  TANNER.  This  gentleman  is  one 
of  the  oldest  living  citizens  of  Avoca  Town- 
slii|i.  and  has  made  his  impress  in  tiie  his- 
tory of  Ijotii  tlie  county  and  township.  He 
was  born  in  Montgomery  CV)Unt3%  Ohio,  on  tlie 
■2~t\i  of  September,  181.5,  and  is  the  son  of  Rob- 
ert and  .l.ane  Tanner,  the  former  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  latter  of  Peiuisylvania.  His  pater- 
nal Jincestoi's  were  of  English  and  the  maternal  an- 
cestors of  Irish  descent.  His  [larents  settled  in 
Montgomery  County,  Ohio.,  about  the  year  1812, 
jind  were  among  the  very  earliest  pioneeis  of  that 
region  of  country.  His  falhei-  lias  been  twice  mar- 
ried, and  of  a  large  family  of  children  there  are  Init 
three  survivor.s — .binies,  John  A.  and  Ann  M.,  tlie 
List  the  wife  of  Samuel  Piurott,  of  Kansas. 

The  subject  of  this  .-ketch,  when  ;iboMt  twehe 
year.-*  of  .age,  .accompanied  his  parents  when  they 
removed  to  and  .settled  in  Eonntain  County,  Ind., 
where  he  was   reared    to   manhood   and    jeceived  a 


rudimentary  education  in  the  early  subscription 
schools,  which  were  the  only  kind  they  had  before 
the  inauguration  of  the  present  free  school  svstem 
in  Indiana.  His  early  days  were  spent  upon  the 
farm,  where  he  gained  that  practical  experience 
which  has  been  so  valuable  to  him  in  active  life. 
He  was  first  married  in  Indiana,  on  the  •24th  of 
December,  1840,  to  Ann,  a  daugiiter  of  Robert 
Buchanan,  and  a  native  of  Penns\'lvania.  She  died 
on  the  .">th  of  March,  1852.  Mr.  Tanner's  second 
marriage  occnned  in  Illinois  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1853,  when  he  was  united  with  Ulala  Tucker, 
who  was  born  on  the  14th  of  December,  1823,  in 
Butler  Count}',  Ohio.  She  was  a  (laughter  of  Joel 
and  .Sarah  Tucker,  who  were  natives  of  Kentnck}' 
and  Pennsylvania  respectively.  When  seven  years 
of  age  she  accompanied  her  parents  when  they  re- 
moved to  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  where  she  was 
reared  to  maturity.  In  ISfil  with  her  parents  she 
came  to  Livingston  County,  where  thej^  settled  on 
the  Vermilion  River  in  Avoca  Township,  and  were 
among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  that  .section.  They 
lioth  died  in  this  place. 

In  the  spring  of  1850  Mr.  Tanner  came  from 
Indiana  to  Livingston  County,  and  bought  eighty 
.acres  of  laud  on  section  17,  in  Avoca  Town,ship,  to 
which  he  has  added  by  subsequent  purchases  until 
he  now  owns  154  acres,  most  of  which  is  under  cul- 
tivation. He  has  resided  continuously  on  section 
17  since  he  became  a  citizen  of  Livingston  Count}'. 
At  tlie  time  he  settle,d  here  the  m.arket  for  his  farm 
products  and  the  base  of  supplies  was  Ottawa,  to 
which  point  he  hauled  all  his  grain.  He  endured 
all  the  usual  hardships  that  befall  the  pioneer  in  a 
new  country,  but  he  has  been  successful  in  life, 
overcoming  all  obstacles,  and  has  now  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  homes  and  best  improved  farms  in 
the  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tauiu'r  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  for  years  he  has  served 
as  Class-Leader,  Stew.ird  and  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school.  To  the  church  he  is  a  liberal 
eontribnlor,  and  as  a  meuibei'  his  example  is  wor- 
thy of  eiiuilatiou.  To  encourage  those  actively 
engaged  in  tlie  battle  of  life,  a  few  wc.irds  of  his 
Christian  exiieriencc  from  his  own  pen  are  quite 
appropriate   in   this  connection.     "1    was    born   of 
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Christian  parents,  who  in  early  youth  taught  nip 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  to  read  His  holy  word. 
I  was  converted  and  gave  my  heart  to  God  in  nij- 
sixteenth  year,  finding  great  peace  in  believing  in 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  In  this  Christian  faith  and 
hope  I  have  lived  for  Iift3--six  years.  A  large  ma- 
jority of  my  friends  and  neighbors  have  passed  on 
before,  and  I  liope  to  meet  many  of  tiiem  in  the 
land  where  sickness  and  death  will  never  come." 
He  has  served  as  Road  Commissioner  of  the  town- 
ship one  term,  for  several  years  of  said  board  as 
Treasurer,  and  as  Justice  of.  the  Peace  five  years, 
and  all  these  positions  he  has  filled  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  Mr. 
Tanner  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Lodemia,  Oct. 
24,  1878,  and  has  held  the  ollice  up  to  the  present 
time.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  thor- 
oughly imbued  with  the  doctrines  and  modern 
ideas  of  that  part}-.  He  has  a  tendene3'  toward  the 
iloctrines  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  looks  upon 
the  evil  of  intemperance  as  one  of  the  greatest 
curses  of  the  land.  He  and  his  wife  are  now  in 
their  declining  years,  but  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
a  life  spent  in  usefulness  and  well-doing.  The^' 
are  both  highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and 
acquaintances. 

5)DWIN  A.  HUNTER.  One  of  the  most 
prominent  young  business  men  in  the  city 
of  Odell,  and  one  who  deserves  special  men- 
tion for  the  energy  with  which  he  conducts  his 
business,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a 
dealer  in  drugs  and  medicines.  He  was  born  in 
Lawrence  Countj',  Pa.,  on  the  5th  of  November, 
18.57,  and  in  order  of  birth  was  third  in  a  family 
of  four  children  born  to  James  A.  ar.d  Jane 
(Sti'uthers)  Huntei-,  whose  biognipliio  appear  in 
this  Aliu  >i. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  reared  to  city  life  and  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Odell,  where  his  parents  located 
when  he  was  eight  years  of  age.  From  that  time 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  eonstantl}'  at- 
tended school,  and  was  then  granted  a  teacher's 
certificate,  and  engaged  to  teach  school  in  the 
countr}',  buc  an  eminent  physician,  Di-.  Waldon,  at 


this  time  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  Odell  City 
Drug  Store  with  J.  P.  Kidder,  with  the  undei'stand- 
ing  that  young  Hunter  should  take  ciiiirge  of  his 
interest  there.  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  the 
school-room  he  turned  over  to  a  successor  his 
school  work  and  enteied  the  store,  in  1874.  It 
being  the  liome  of  his  3'outh,  his  acquaintance  ex- 
tended thioughout  the  entire  city  and  many  miles 
in  the  surrounding  country,  and  his  natural  genial 
disiiosition  and  upright  life,  which  was  an  open 
book  to  all,  brought  to  him  the  patronage  of  the 
best  people  of  the  community.  His  business  ca- 
reer proved  him  to  be,  as  a  man,  what  his  conduct 
as  a  boy  indicated.  After  being  engaged  as  a 
clerk  four  years,  and  Di'.  Waidon  desiring  to  with- 
draw from  the  business  in  Odell,  for  the  i)urpose 
of  going  West,  Mr.  Hunter  arranged  to  buy  his  in- 
terest in  the  store.  Negotiations  were  soon  ct)m- 
lileted  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  ye;iis  he  was 
in  fidl  possession  of  a  half  interest  in  the  best  |)ay- 
ing  store  in  the  eit^'. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  1881,  Mr.  II.  was  mar- 
ried to  Florence  M.  Shaw,  who  was  born  in  Lawrence 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  lOth  of  Februar3',  1859,  and 
was  the  second  child  of  eight  born  to  Stephen  and 
Harriet  (Ramsey)  Shaw,  who  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Her  father  was  a  stanch  Abolitionist 
during  the  exciting  daj-s  of  the  discussion  of  the 
slavery  question,  and  dtiring  the  war  was  one  of 
the  most  active  aiders  and  abettors  of  anti-slavery 
doctrines.  An  early  acquaintance  between  Mr.  Hun- 
ter and  his  wife  during  their  childhood  led  up  to 
their  marriage.  They  are  tiie  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren: James  A.  was  born  on  the  I'Dth  of  .Septem- 
ber, 1882,  and  Harriet  J.,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1887.  Mr.  Hunter  has  been  remarkably  successftd 
in  his  business  affaiis,  and  makes  safe  investments 
of  his  suiplus  cash.  The  cottage  home  which  he 
purchased  some  four  years  ago  was  the  beginning 
of  his  investment  in  real  estate.  In  addition  to 
this  he  also  owns  a  half  intei-est  in  the  store  build- 
ing where  his  business  is  carried  on,  and  a  quarter 
section  of  fine  farming  land  in  Dakota. 

Mr.  t^niter  is  quite  active  in  political  mattei's, 
displaying  the  same  energy  as  he  does  in  his  busi- 
ness, :uid  all  his  [lolitical  efforts  .-ire  directed  for  the 
Ijenefit  of  the  Republican  party.     There  is  no  self 
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ish  motive  to  any  part  he  may  take  in  politics,  for 
he  does  not  desire  public  office,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  time  to  his  private  business.  He  is  a 
member  in  high  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  Trustee, 
and  is  an  active  Sunday-school  worker. 

T  A:MES  K.  M0KRI>>.  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
of  Bruughton  Township,  is  a  native  of  En- 
ofland.  having  been  born  in  Wiltshire,  June 
_  21.  1S;1.").  and  is  the  son  of  Prince  and  .Sanili 
Morris,  both  of  wlioui  were  natives  of  England. 
When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  fifteen  years 
old  hi>  parents  decided  to  emigrate  to  America, 
taking  passage  at  Bristol  on  the  sailing-vessel  ''Mary 
Jane."  whicli  left  her  port  May  4,  18.'M.  They 
came  via  tjuebec  to  Hamilton.  Ontario,  where  they 
landed  June  21  following.  His  parents  located  on 
what  was  then  known  as  the  "Huron  Tract."  near 
Gciderick.  which  was  a  wild  country  in  those  d.ays, 
and  the  family  remained  there  until  18.51,  when 
the  father  came  to  LaSalle  County,  III.,  our  subject 
following  the  year  after. 

Mr.  Morris  received  but  a  limited  education, 
even  for  his  day.  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, whicli  he  followed  for  thirty-  years,  part  of 
liie  time  in  connection  witii  farming.  He  was  first 
married  in  1843,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Carey,  by  whom 
lie  had  four  children,  only  one  of  whom  survives, 
.Su>an,  wife  of  Martin  Seabert,  of  Round  Grove 
Township,  this  county.  Mr.  Morris  was  married  a 
second  time,  Oct.  13.  1853,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Carev, 
and  this  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  eight  are  now  living,  namely: 
Emma  J.,  the  wife  of  Erank  Foltz,  and  Lydia,  the 
wife  of  E<lwaril  Lakiii,  both  of  whom  reside  in 
Campus,  111. :  James  C.  a  li:irdwaie  niercliaut  of 
Emington,  III.:  Selh  E..  J<ihn  i:.,  Sar.di  A.,  Han- 
nah E.  and  Benjamin  C. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Eivingst(jn 
County  in  December,  18.58,  settling  in  Bronghton 
Townshi[>,  on  the  place  where  he  now  resides.  His 
farm  w:is  then  in  ;i  primitive  condition,  and  it 
w:i.ij  only  by  much  hard  and  unremitting  IiiIkj?- thai 


he  transformed  it  into  its  present  flnel}'  improved 
condition.  He  experienced  the  usual  hardships  of 
[Uoneer  life,  such  as  distant  markets  and  small 
|)rices  for  the  products  of  his  labor.  An  nueon- 
querable  will,  however,  overcame  all  obstacles,  and 
he  now  owns  161  acres  of  good  land,  all  of  which 
has  been  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  Mr.  Morris 
is  .a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he 
has  otticiated  as  Deacon  for  several  3'ears.  He  was 
among  the  first  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  his 
neighborhood,  which  he  did  in  the  capacity  of  a 
local  preacher  for  man}'  years.  In  recent  years, 
however,  owing  to  increasing  age  and  infirmities, 
he  has  !Kit  engaged  actively  in  ministerial  labor, 
but  is  still  an  active  worker  in  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard, and  is  an  earnest  promoter  of  eveiy  move- 
ment tending  to  improve  society.  While  not  an 
active  politician  he  has  filled  several  of  the  local 
(jftlces,  having  served  as  Assessor  and  School  Di- 
rector. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  as  a 
man  his  unsullied  reputation  has  won  for  him  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 


\f)OHN  GEIS,  cigar  manufacturer  of  Dwight,  is 
regarded  among  the  substantial  German  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  and  is  a  fine  representative 
i|^/'  of  tile  indnstrj'  and  persistence  which  are  so 
essential  in  the  l)uilding  up  of  communities,  both 
.agricultural  and  industrial.  He  is  the  descendant 
of  a  long  line  of  pure  Geiman  ancestry,  and  was 
liorn  and  reared  near  the  town  of  A'illniar,  in  the 
Province  of  Hesse-Nas.sau,  of  which  his  father  was 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  fanners.  The  latter, 
who  owned  a  large  extent  of  land,  and  accumnlated 
.■1  good  property,  is  now  retired  from  active  life, 
spending  his  declining  years  in  ease  and  comfort. 
Only  two  of  the  family  came  to  the  LTiiited  .States, 
our  subject  and  his  brother  Joseph,  the  latter  being 
now  a  resident  of  Nebraska. 

iMr.  (ieis  w;is  born  in  1849,  and  spent  liis  boy- 
hood years  not  far  from  the  beautiful  valley  of  the 
Rhine,  which  is  so  renowned  for  its  fertility  and 
richness  in    quarries  of  marble  and  iron   ore.     In 

conn 1  with  the  youth  of  his  country,  he  was  tlior- 

oiigiily  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native   Prov- 
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ince,  and  remained  there  until  eighteen  years  of  age. 
In  the  fipring  of  1 867  he  einbarl?ed  on  a  steamer 
from  Bremen,  and  after  a  fair  passage  set  foot  on 
American  soil,  and  proceeded  directly  to  the  eitj'  of 
Chicago.  Thence,  not  long  afterward,  he  migrated 
to  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  and  remained  four  j'ears.  Then  re- 
turning ti>  Chicago  he  took  up  cigar-making,  re- 
maining there  four  years  also,  and  in  1875  was 
married  to  Miss  Jlarv  A.  Sclimidt  of  that  cit^y. 
Tliey  arc  now  the  prinid  parents  of  four  lioys — 
John,  William,  Joseph  and  Edward. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Jeis  were  all  born 
at  D  wight  after  their  removal  here,  March  30,  1875, 
where  during  a  residence  of  twelve  j-ears,  they  have 
fairly  established  themselves  in  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  communit3'.  The  career  of  Mr.  G. 
has  been  steadily  onward,  and  he  has  Iniilt  up  a  suc- 
cessful patronage,  both  as  a  wholesale  and  retail 
dealer,  he  owning  his  residence  and  his  store.  He 
is  declared  to  be  one  of  the  most  straightforward 
ai.ul  honorable  business  men  of  Dwight.  He  is 
Democratic,  politically,  and  socially',  belongs  to  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Iv.  of  P. 


^ 
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II.  ClIISAM.  It  being  generally  believed 
that  heredity  has  much  to  do  with  the  forma- 
^J  tiou  of  character,  and  that  our  lives  ai'c 
stimulated  by  the  indirect  as  well  as  the  immediate 
influences  of  our  ancestors,  a  shore  resume  of  the 
lives  of  Mr.  Chisam's  parents  may  serve  as  the  in- 
dex to  the  liberal  and  humane  impulses  which  mark 
his  daih'  life,  and  which  have  won  for  him  the 
esteem  of  those  who  know  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  dealer  in  grain  and 
hay  at  Odell,  was  born  in  Rcjme,  N.  Y.,  on  the  liHh 
of  July,  184'J,and  is  the  eldest  child  born  to  James 
and  Margaret  (Haj'den)  Chisani,  natives  of  New 
York.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Janie?  and 
Mary  (Cook)  Chisam,  of  North  of  Ireland  descent 
and  of  the  Protestant  faith.  They  came  to  America 
about  1820,  where  James  Chisam  was  engaged  in 
farming,  and  spent  his  declining  years.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  were  Dr.  Anson  and  Kate  (llill- 
iard)  Ilayden,  natives  of   New  York,  wliere  he  was 


a  practicing  physician  when  the  wolves  chased  night 
travelers  across  the  country  to  llieir  dooryards. 
The  grandparents  all  lived  to  b<>  more  than  ninety 
years  of  age. 

The  father  of  Ihe  snbjt'c-t  of  this  >kctcli  was  a 
carriage-maker  by  trade,  and  for  many  years  car- 
lied  on  the  business  in  Taberg,  N.  Y.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  became  West,  and  spent  his  declin- 
ing years  in  Springfield,  111.,  with  his  son  Chm-les, 
freight  agent  of  the  Cliicago  &  Alton  Railroad.  He 
was  a  quiet,  conservative  citizen,  taking  but  little 
part  in  politics,  though  he  espoused  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  At  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years  he  died  in  Springfield. 

C.  H.  Chisam  was  reared  to  city  lilV,  :iiid  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  until  thirteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  a  general  store  at 
Taberg,  as  clerk,  where  his  parents  resided  at  that 
time.  In  that  line  he  remained  five  years  and  then 
came  West  to  see  what  this  section  of  country  had 
in  store  for  him.  He  came  bj'  the  way  of  Chicago, 
and  down  to  Lincoln,  where  he  had  friends,  and  en- 
gaged in  a  general  merchandise  store;  for  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Springfield,  111., 
where  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  railroad  agent 
for  the  Chicago  tt  Alton  Railroad  Company,  for 
about  eight  years. 

While  residing  at  Springfield,  Mr.  Chisam  was 
married,  on  the  1  2th  of  May,  1 875,  to  Clara  Arming- 
tou,  of  Atlanta,  III,  who  was  born  Oct.  1!),  1850, 
and  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  four  children  born 
to  Ilezekiah  and  Frances  (Verry)  Ai'mington,  who 
were  natives  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  liut  were  early 
settlers  at  Arniington,  Tazewell  County,  where  their 
daughter  was  born.  After  marriage  Mi\  and  Mrs. 
Chisam  settled  at  Sijringfield,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed, and  thence  removed  to  Atlanta,  when  Mr. 
Chisani  accepted  an  engagement  as  a  traveling  sales- 
man in  Illinoi>.  Five  years  later  he  left  the  road, 
and  coming  to  Odell,  engaged  in  the  grain  business, 
leaving  his  wife  and  family  at  Atlanta.  The}- were 
the  parents  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. Mr.  Chisam  had  been  in  business  onl}'  a  short 
time,  s|iending  his  Sundaj^s  at  home,  when  his  wife 
dicil  on  the  22dof  JIarch,  18iS5,  having  been  a  suf- 
ferer from  consumption. 

Mrs.  Chisam  w^as  a  ladv  of  high  wom.-mlv  virtne 
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ami  many  acconiplishmeuts,  a  graduate  of  the  High 
SehiK.>l  in  Athmta,  ami  identiticd  with  the  lu^t  in- 
terest* of  the  young  people  of  that  city.  She  \v:i> 
a  bright,  vivacious,  open-hearted  young  wouiau, 
whom  all  her  associates  respected  and  loved.  She 
had  alw.nys  been  a  i>rouiising  flower,  and  was  a  faith- 
ful wife  and  loving  mother:  her  bright, happ^-  man- 
ner, and  many  excellent  traits  of  character  making 
her  the  friend  of  all  who  knew  her.  The  little  boys 
are  with  their  father  in  Odell,  which  he  contem- 
[ilates  making  their  permanent  home.  Mr.  Chisam 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  does  not  take  an  act- 
ive part:  he  is  a  member  of  the  City  School  Board. 

ell.  lUXKKV,  a  prominent  farmer,  stock 
dealer  and  breeder  of  full-blood  Percheron 
and  Norman  horses,  on  section  31,  Dwight 
Township,  is  of  German  origin.  Herman  Hinkej', 
the  founder  of  the  familj-  in  America,  came  to  this 
country  from  Germany  in  1853,  and  settled  in  La- 
.Salle  County,  111.  His  father  bought  a  farm  in 
Wallace  Townshi]),  LaSalle  County,  and  this  honie- 
.-lead  is  still  in  the  hands  of  his  son,  John  H.  llinkey. 
He  was  the  father  of  ten  cliildren,  and  lived  on  this 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1S81,  at 
the  age  of  sixt^-four  ^H-ars.  He  was  a  hard-work- 
ing an<l  industrious  man,  relinble  in  all  his  transac- 
tions. 

The  suliject  of  our  >keti-li  was  born  on  the  l.jth  of 
I'ebruary,  184!l,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  when  he  was  but  four  3ears  of  age.  AVhile 
yet  a  boy  he  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion and  t<jok  his  first  lessons  in  the  details  of  farm- 
ing. Earl}'  developing  a  great  interest  in  stock  of 
various  kinds,  and  especially  in  horses,  he  lias  been 
given  opportunities  in  after  life  of  fully  gratifying 
his  inclinations.  When  but  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  3'oung  Hinkcy  went  to  Humboldt  County, 
Xev.,  in  1^71,  and  worked  three  years  by  the 
month  for  hi.i  brother.  Saving  his  money  lie  rented 
hi^  brother's  ranch  of  040  acn^s  of  land,  and  raised 
l;j,000  bu^-hfcls  of  barley  and  wheat,  which  he  sold 
for  ninety  cents  per  bushel,  and  cleared  ¥.'i,(iO(i. 
At  tliis  time  Mr.  Hickey  was  prostrated  by  .i  veiy 
serious  illne^<l,  anil  wa.s  ••onfined  to  jiis  room  for 


three  months,  but  ultimately  regained  his  health. 
In  1S73  he  bought  a  half  interest  in  a  hotel  in 
Winnennicca,  Nev.,  and  was  successful  in  the  con- 
duct of  tlie  business. 

In  187.")  Mr.  Hinkej"  returned  to  LaSalle  County, 
and  on  the  •20th  of  April,  he  was  married  to 
Mi>>  Mar3'  McGiiniis,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Ellen 
(Lynch)  McCiinnis,  of  LaSalle  County,  111.  To 
them  have  been  born  six  children,  namely':  Maggie, 
Philip,  Ella,  Agnes,  Belle  and  Mar}'.  Mr.  Hinkey 
took  his  young  bride  to  his  hotel  in  Nevada,  where 
they  remained  until  the  fall  of  187.5,  when  he  sold 
the  hotel  and  i)urchased  a  ranch,  which  he  stocked 
with  cattle.  He  continued  in  this  business  until 
1884,  and  was  verj'  prospert)Us. 

In  1884  Mr.  Hinlvey  returned  with  his  family  to 
Illinois,  and  purchased  320  acres  of  land  in  Dwight 
Township,  which  is  situated  on  a  gently  rolling 
prairie.  On  this  land  he  began  farming  and  rais- 
ing blooded  Norman  horses.  He  now  ha>  two  im- 
ported stallions,  "Taducah"  and  "Superb,"  full- 
blooded  Percheron  Normans,  which  were  purchased 
from  the  importer,  J.  J.  Kemp,  of  Lexington,  111., 
at  «!2,000  each.  Mr.  Hinkey  has  also  four  full- 
blooded  mares,  imported  by  Mr.  Kemp.  They  are 
all  fiist-class  animals,  and  were  purchased  at  a  cost 
of  >j?2,000,  which  makes  a  total  investment  in  Nor- 
mans, of  $6,000.  In  point  of  superior  beaut}',  power 
of  draft  and  weight,  these  horses  are  unequaled. 
Mr.  llinkey  is  also  a  large  feeder  and  dealer  in 
steers,  and  as  he  is  a  man  of  large  and  varied  ex- 
])erience  in  this  line  of  business,  his  work  is  all 
conducted  upon  an  intelligent  basis.  His  stock  has 
achieved  a  reputation  throughout  the  West  equaled 
by  few  and  surpassed  by  none. 


ANIEL  REED  is  familiarly  known  through- 
out Reading  Township  as  the  leading 
dealer  in  full-blooded  Jersey  c;ittle  and 
high-grade  Durhams,  in  which  business  he 
had  several  years'  experience,  and  has  operated 
I  success.  His  headquarters  are  at  a  i^leasantly 
led  farm  (pu  section  29,  where  he  also  has  a 
ksmilh-shop,  in    which  he  employs  his  leisure 
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time,  and  which  proves  a  great  convenienee  in  the 
general  business  of  the  farm,  enabling  liini  to  re- 
pair the  machinery  and  at  unce  save  time  and  labor. 

Mr  Reed  came  to  this-  State  from  Ohio  in  l.S5(i, 
and  early  in  life  had  been  made  acquainted  with 
hard  labor  and  economy,  and  his  early  education 
was  extremelj'  limited.  \\'heii  quite  young  he  la- 
bored to  assist  in  the  sujiport  of  his  father's  family. 
Notwithstanding  this  disadvantage,  the  experience 
he  acquired  was  of  such  value  that  on  starting  out 
for  himself  he  was  found  well  fitted  for  the  strug- 
gle of  life,  and  only  sougiit  the  reward  of  his  Ikiu- 
est  efforts.  This  iu  a  measure  he  now  eujuys.  as  he 
has  a  good  farm  of  KiO  acres  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  Upon  this  farm  was  laid  the  first  tile 
for  agricultural  purposes  in  Reading  Township,  and 
Mr.  Reed  has  in  other  lespects  been  one  of  the 
most  progressive  men  iu  this  part  of  the  county, 
availing  himself  of  ai)iiroved  methods  and  modern 
machiner}'. 

Mr.  Reed  was  born  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio, 
Dec.  29,  1.S2G,  and  is  the  son  of  Conrad  and  Cath- 
erine (Weaver)  Reed,  natives  respectively  of  Penn- 
s3'lvania  and  Maryland.  Conrad  Reed  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  Pa.,  in  1790,  and  was  the  son 
of  John  Reed,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
Keystone  State,  whence  he  removed  later  to  Ohio, 
and  was  also  a  pioneer  there.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  1805,  and  is  still  living,  in 
Streator,  111. ;  she  has  now  been  a  widow  twelve 
years,  her  husband  having  died  in  IST.J,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  sevent3--nine  years.  Their  children 
were  named  Elizabeth,  Mary,  Daniel,  Amanda, 
William,  Nancy,  Catherine,  Conrad,  Matilda,  Jane 
and  Jacob.  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  David 
TuUis ;  Mary  married  Thomas  Osborne,  and  is  now 
a  widow ;  Amanda  was  the  second  wife  of  David 
TuUis,  who  served  three  years  in  the  army  .and  en- 
dured great  exposure  and  hardship,  which  finally 
resulted  in  his  death  at  home;  William  receives  no- 
tice elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Nancy  is  the  wife  of 
A.  D.  Thomas,  a  practicing  physician  of  Missouri ; 
Catherine  married  Charles  Werner,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Leonard  Wetz,  a 
farmer  of  Long  Point  Township;  Jane  is  the  wife 
of  John  Wetz,  brother  of  the  above  Conrad;  the 
twin  l)rother  of  Catherine  died   when    quite  young 


in  Ohio,  and  Jacob  died  tiiere  when  nine  years  of 
age;  one  infant  died  unnamed. 

Mr.  Reed  learned  the  trade  of  a  lilaik>mitli  in 
Butlerville,  Warren  Co.,  Ohio,  and  remained  a  res- 
ident of  his  native  county  until  thirty  years  of  age. 
IScfore  coming  to  the  West  lie  was  uiiiti-il  in  mai'- 
riage  with  Miss  Eliza  G.  Merrill,  the  wediling  tak- 
ing place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Clermont 
County,  Ohio,  March  s,  1849.  Mrs.  Reed  is  tlie 
daughter  of  William  and  Mar\'  Ann  (Woliver) 
Merrill,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Mi-.  Merrill,  who 
was  a  wagon-maJver  by  occupation,  boarded  a  shij) 
bound  for  Australia  which  is  supposed  to  have 
been  lost  with  all  on  board,  as  she  was  never  after- 
ward heard  from.  His  wife  died  iu  Clermont 
Count}',  Ohio,  in  ls;i3,  when  lier  daughter  Eliza 
was  but  seven  j'ears  of  age.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  the  following-n.iined  children  :  Maria, 
Eliza,  Margaret,  Hannah,  Emma  and  Mary  Jane. 
Maria  became  the  wife  of  Hugh  Lemmons,  and 
the  mother  of  one  child;  she  died  of  cholera  at 
Pickaway,  Ohio,  in  1849.  Eliza  was  born  Vv\>. 
G,  182i),  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  Margaret 
died  in  Michigan  when  ten  years  of  .age,  while 
Hannah  came  to  her  death  by  being  scalded  when 
about  five  years  of  age;  Emma  married  David 
Brown  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  tJie}-  are 
now  residents  of  Reading  Townsliip;  Mary  Jane 
died  when  three  months  old,  and  the  youngest  died 
unnamed  in  infancy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  commenced  life  together  in 
Clermont  County,  Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to 
tlieir  present  farm  in  18.")6.  In  due  time  tiie  house- 
hold was  inoreaf-ed  by  the  birth  of  the  following- 
named  children:  Catherine,  Amanda,  Lucy  Jane, 
Conrad  and  Daniel  M.  Catherine  w;is  born  Mareli 
14,  1S.50,  and  married  Samuel  Verty,  who  is  Con- 
stable of  Ancona:  they  lunc  two  children.  Amanda 
was  born  July  10,  18ol,and  died  ^laivh  5,  ISoS; 
Lucy  Jane  was  born  March  .">,  185.'i,  and  died  Sept. 
7,  18;j.S;  Conrad  was  born  Dec.  7,  l^.'i.iJ,  and  died 
Oct.  20,  18."i7;  Daniel  M.  was  born  May  28,  LsCd, 
and  is  now  in  LaSalle,  111. 

Mr.  Reed,  politically,  is  untrammeled  by  parly. 
and  in  religious  views  he  and  his  e>tiniable  lady  are 
independent.  Their  children  were  given  the  ;id- 
vanfeiges  of  a  good  education,  and  have  taken  their 
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places  in  society  as  the  honored  representatives  of 
wise  and  judicious  parents  and  good  citizens.  The 
Reed  homestead  is  one  of  the  most  attractix  e  in 
Livingston  Couutj",  the  result  of  the  labors  of  a 
self-made  man,  who  commenced  in  life  without 
means  and  has  proved  an  admirable  example  uf 
what  may  be  accimiplished  bj'  persevering  industry. 
No  man  is  more  highly  respected  among  his  neigh- 
hoi's,  and  few  have  contributed  more  toward  em- 
bellishing the  covuity  and  assisting  to  develoji  its 
resources  than  he  has. 

As  illustrative  of  the  prosperity  of  this  section 
of  conntrj',  and  et^peciall}'  so  of  the  gentleman 
whose  life  is  here  briefly-  sketched.  \vi'  present  on 
an  adjoining  page  of  this  Album  a  view  of  his  resi- 
dence, with  its  environments. 

y^EOKGEORR,  Postmaster  at  Round  Grove, 
II  ,— ,  and  an  extensive  grain  dealer,  is  senior 
^^J!  member  of  the  firm  of  George  Orr  it  Co., 
which  was  established  in  1882,  and  is  evidently 
taking  the  lead  in  this  business  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  Livingston  County.  Thej'  are  3'oung  and 
enterprising  men,  keeping  pace  with  the  progress 
iif  the  times,  and  to  whom  the  communit}-  look  for 
assistance  in  those  enterpri.<es  best  cileiilated  for 
its  advancement,  socially  and  financialh". 

Mr.  Orr,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in 
Alleghenj-  County,  April  11,1 847,  and  is  the  j'oung- 
est  of  seven  sons  and  seven  daughters,  the  oftspring 
of  John  R.  and  Naiic}'  (Thompson)  Orr,  natives  of 
Ireland.  Tliey  earae  to  America  earl^-  in  life, 
locating  first  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  father 
died  in  Allegheny  County,  in  18.')2.  The  mother 
came  with  her  children  to  the  West  when  George 
was  a  lad  nine  years  of  .age,  and  settled  first  in  De 
Kalb  Count}',  111.,  where  the}-  lived  five  years,  then 
took  up  their  residence  for  a  like  pei'iod  in  Kendall 
C<junty,  and  In  18(!7  came  to  Livingston,  of  which 
our  subject  has  since  been  a  resident.  The  mother 
is  still  living  and  a  resident  of  Round  Grove  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Oi-r  was  bred  to  fiuni  pui-.-uil.^,  in  which  he 
engaged  until  the  spring  of  l.s.S2.  Uoides  his  in- 
terest   in   the    irrain    l)usiness,    in    ♦vhlch    the    linn 


handles  from  80,000  to  100,000  bushels  annually, 
he  owns  a  fine  farm  of  over  400  acres,  upon  which 
are  first-class  buildings  and  all  other  modern  im- 
provements. There  is  the  usual  quantity'  of  ma- 
chinery and  farm  .stock  which  the  agriculturi.st  of 
to-day  requires  for  his  convenience  and  profit,  and 
the  estate  in  all  its  appointments  forms  a  complete 
country  home. 

Mr.  Orr,  while  a  resident  of  Kendall  County,  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  March,  1877,  with  Miss  Jane 
Haverhill,  who  was  a  native  of  that  county-,  and 
born  in  June,  18.')2.  Mrs.  Orr  is  the  daughter  of 
Oliver  and  Juliett  Haverhill,  natives  of  New  York, 
and  now  of  Kendall  County,  111.  She  received  a 
fair  education  and  was  carefully  trained  to  those 
household  duties  and  accomplishments  which  aid  so 
much  in  the  happiness  and  contentment  of  a  home. 
Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  are  three  chil- 
dren :  Burton  L.,  who  was  born  Feb.  1 1 ,  1877  ;  Amy 
E..  Jan.  9,  1880,  and  James,  Jan.  1, 1886.  Mr.  O.  was 
appointed  Postmaster  in  1882,  and  tlie  fact  that  he 
holds  his  office  under  a  Democratic  administration, 
being  himself  a  stanch  Republican,  is  sufficient 
proof  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held  bj'  the 
people  of  his  community.  He  takes  a  genuine  in- 
terest in  local  affairs  and  has  served  as  Constable 
and  School  Director. 

(^fUSTIN  HOWARD  in  the  winter  of  1S80 
j^yLJI     came  with  his   family  to  this  county,  and 

//rill  sliortl}'  afterward  secured  possession  of  160 
(§»  acres    of   good    land    on    section     29,    in 

Broughton  Township.  This  he  has  since  occupied, 
bringing  about  man}'  improvements,  and  proving 
liimself  to  be  a  thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist, 
a  good  business  man,  and  a  valued  addition  to  the 
coiumuuity.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising. 
and  lias  all  the  conveniences  for  carrying  on  the 
\aiions  pursuits  of  the  farm  after  the  most  ap- 
(iroved  metluxN. 

Mr.  Howard  is  comparatively  a  j-oiiug  man,  hav- 
ing been  born  July  20,  1843,  and  is  a  native  of 
Kane  County,  this  State.  His  parents,  Phllo  and 
Annie  (Colvin)  Howard,  were  born  in  New  York 
Stale,  Mild   .-ue  the  descendants  of  prominent  faini- 
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lies,  well  known  throughout  the  East,  where  they 
are  largelj'  represented.  Tliej-  left  New  York  State 
in  1841,  and  the  father,  after  reaching  Illinois,  pur- 
chased eight3-  acres  of  Government  laud  soon  after 
the  organization  of  Kane  County,  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers.  The  mother  died  soon 
after  the  removal,  and  the  father  followed  his  de- 
voted wife  in  January,  1869.  The  latter,  after  tiie 
death  of  iiis  first  wife,  was  married  the  second  time, 
and  was  the  father  of  ten  eliildren,  of  whom  the 
following  survive,  namely:  Melviu,  of  DeKalb 
County,  this  State;  Orin,  of  Broughton  Township, 
this  county;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Mahlon  Snyder,  of 
Cook  County;  Emerson  A.,  and  Zada,  of  Kane 
Count\',  and  Austin,  our  subject. 

Mr.  Howard  was  the  third  son  of  his  father's 
familj',  with  whom  he  remained  in  Kane  County 
until  reaching  manhood.  Me  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  with  the  exception  of  four 
j^ears  spent  in  selling  agricultural  implements  and 
four  years  dealing  in  horses  has  been  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  married  after  reaching  his  twentj'- 
lifth  birthday  to  Miss  Ella  Biddore,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Kendall 
County,  Dec.  31,  18(18.  Mrs.  Howard  was  born  in 
Quebec,  Canada.  Nov.  18,  1849,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jeremiah  and  Nancy  (Brown)  Biddore,  the 
father  a  native  of  France,  and  the  mother  of  Lower 
Canada.  Her  father  died  in  Quebec  about  1850, 
and  the  mother,  when  her  daughter  Ella  was  about 
fifteen  years  of  age,  came  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  in  LaSalle  County,  111.;  she  died  in  ISCI). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  continued  in  Kemlall 
Count}'  until  1880,  and  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children — La  June,  Zenas  H.,  Pliilo  E.,  Anson  L., 
Jdhu  A.,  Edward  J.,  Everet  B.  and  Ray  C.  La  June 
was  born  Nov.  26,  1869,  and  is  attending  the  High 
School  at  Pontiac;  Zenas  II.  was  born  Oct.  23,  1.S71, 
and  with  the  j'ounger  children  is  at  home  with  his 
parents;  Philo  E.  was  born  Dec.  4,  1S73;  Anson  L., 
April  11,  1876;  John  A.,  Sept.  8,  1879;  Edward  J., 
Aug.  23,  1881;  Everet  B.,  Nov.  4,  1884,  and  Ray 
C,  Jan.  20,  1887.  Mr.  Howard  has  always  been  a 
Republican  and  is  serving  his  third  term  .as  High- 
way Commissioner,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  is 
discharging  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  the  people  of  his  district.     Both  he  and 
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his  estimable  lady  belong  to  the  church  of  the  Lat- 
ter-Day  Saints.  He  is  public-spirited  and  liberal, 
and  in  all  respects  a  vahicd  member  of  society. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Ilnwanl  w.i-  twii'c  iiiMnie(l. 
By  her  first  union,  with  .lohii  I'erriii,  >h('  hMiJ  live 
children,  namely:  Mary,  Mrs.  Josepii  Sear,  nf  Ken- 
dall County,  111.,  William  V.  and  Stepiien,  of  Can- 
ada; Rachel,  of  DeKalb  County,  111.,  and  Nancy,  wife 
of  A.  Bowers,  of  Kendall  Count}'.  By  her  second 
union,  with  Jeremiah  Beddore,  two  children,  l-'-ik'n 
and  Mrs.  Howard  of  this  notice,  were  born. 

jl^DWIN  DILLON.  The  little  burnt  clay 
jU^  tubes  used  in  draining  land  have  revolu- 
/l' — ^  tionized  farming  during  the  last  few  decades, 
and  the  Illinois  farmer  who  puts  (lOO  rods  of 
tile  under  160  acres  of  land  fully  understands 
their  eflicacy,  and  receives  his  reward  in  the  in- 
creased production  of  coi'n  and  wheat.  Mr.  Dillon 
believes  in  the  tile,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the 
practical  ai)plication  of  that  faith  he  has  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  prodnctivo  farms  in  Livingston 
County,  located  on  secticu  35,  in  l'4)pard's  I'oiiit 
Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  Thi>  farm  is  located  on  the  >oiith 
line  of  the  township,  one  mile  fi-oiii  the  town  of 
Weston,  in  McLean  County,  and  is  undei-  a  most 
excellent  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Dillon  was  born  on  the  I'.ith  of  October, 
ls:!'J.  in  Tazewell  Count.y,  HI.,  and  is  tlie  son  of 
Daniel  and  Ruth  (Hoskins)  Dillon.  The  former  was 
a  native  of  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  born  in 
1802,  and  was  brought  to  Ohio  by  his  parents  when 
two  years  of  age.  In  1816  sever:d  families  moved 
from  Ohio  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Tazewell 
County,  and  iu  1826  Mr.  Dillon'-  father  settled  in 
the  same  count}',  where  he  lived  until  IsOo,  and 
then  nnjved  to  Delavan  Prairie  in  Jlason  County, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
March,  18«.").  He  was  the  father  of  eleven  children^ 
Jane,    Cyrus,    Emily,    Caroline,    Catherine,    Mary, 

I    Edwin,   Daniel,    Lorenzo,   Aiuiie   L.   and    (leorge. 

i   Jane  died  in  childhood;  Cyrus  is  marrieil,  has  three 

'    children,    and    is    a    farmer    in    Tazewell    ('<)unty; 

i   Emily  is  the  wife  of  Z.  B.  Kidder,   who  is  engaged 
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in  luillinu:  in  Russell  County.  K;ui.:  Caroline  .inil 
Catherine  are  twins;  the  former  is  ihv  wife  ol'  Ed. 
Lyons,  lives  in  Mason  Ci'unty.  aiul  has  three  chil- 
dren. Catherine  is  the  wife  of  R.  B.  Siiminers, 
and  live>  in  Kansas.  Mary  married  Abner  Summers, 
and  died  in  Sullivan  County.  Mo.,  in  188'2,  leaving 
four  childivn:  Daniel  has  a  wife  and  four  children, 
.nnd  follows  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  I'eoria; 
Lorenzo  has  a  wife  ami  four  children,  and  re- 
sides in  .San  Jose.  Mason  CV>..  11!.:  Annie  L.  mar- 
ried AVilliam  Kent,  and  lives  in  Florence,  Kan.; 
George  died  in  18-")7.  when  ten  years  old,  in  Mason 
County.  111.  Jlr.  Dillon's  mother  died  in  Mason 
County,  111.,  in  18.">7.  Both  the  [larcnts  were  mejn- 
bei-s  of  the  .Sucietj-  of  Friends,  in  which  tlic  fatiicr 
was  a  preacher  and  leader. 

Mr.  Dillon  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  lived  at  home  until  twent3'-one  j'ears  of  age, 
when  he  began  farming  for  liimself,  and  continued 
until  the  year  1862.  He  then  enlisted  in  the 
K'Sth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  mem- 
bei-ship  in  Company'  II.  in  whicli  command  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  honoraljly  discharged  on  the 
7th  of  July.  18C.5,  at  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  111. 
During  the  time  he  was  in  the  service  he  partici- 
pated in  the  second  attack  on  Vicksburg,  which  was 
inisuccessful;  the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  where 
7,1  M 10  prisoners  were  captured;  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg: the  Union  defeat  of  Gunlown,  where  2,500 
I'nion  i)risoners  were  taken,  and  nearly  all  of 
their  provi?ions.  By  this  defeat  this  army  was 
made  almost  destitute,  and  during  the  subsequent 
march  of  nearl}'  14(t  miles  there  was  but  one  pound 
of  provisions  to  issue  to  each  man.  During  the 
time  he  was  in  the  service  Mr.  Dillon  contracted  a 
disease  which  became  chronic,  and  was  also  aftlicted 
with  inHammation  of  the  eyes,  which  destroyed  the 
sight  of  r.iie  .if  them.  In  1  SO  I  he  was  sent  to  the 
ho.-pital  in  liie  Held,  and  after  remaining  there 
some  lime  was  sent  tu  the  hospital  .-it  Springfield, 
111.,  where  he  I'emaincd  ni]ti!  lie  was  ilisihar"-ed. 
After  his  dischai-ge  he  wcni  to  .Mason  Cuiinlv,  III.. 
and  engaged  in  farming. 

At    the  age   of  twenty-one    ,\Ii.    Dilh.ii    niaiiieil 
Klizabeth    Wakelield.    who    is  a  n.iLive   of    I'ennsyl- 
,    vaiiia,  and    daughter  of  Rob.  it,  .md    Martha  Wake- 
lield.    .She  was  leardl  to  womanho.id  in  her  native 


State,  and  then  accompanied  her  parents  to  Illinois. 
where  she  had  two  brothers,  who  lived  in  Mason 
County-  for  many  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dillon 
have  been  born  five  children — Clark,  Edwin,  Alida, 
Oscar  and  Edith.  Clark  and  Edwin  died  in  infancy; 
Alida  was  born  July  11,  18G5;  Oscar,  Oct.  27, 
18(:7;  and  Edith,  June  1 1,  1861).  In  addition  to 
their  ..wn  children  they  have  an  adopted  child, 
whose  name  is  Blabel  J.  Fultz,  and  was  born  March 
3,  188L  Mr.  Dillon  first  came  to  Livingston 
County  in  18{i7,  but  had  purchased  a  farm  the  year 
lief.  >re.  He  has  expended  much  labor  and  money 
upon  this  farm,  but  in  return  has  the  satisfaction  of 
kn.iwing  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  productive  ami 
valuable  pieces  of  farm  propert}'  in  Livingston 
County.  Fiu'  his  family  he  has  jirovided  a  com- 
f.>rtable  and  convenient  residence,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  his  products  and  the  shelter  of  stock  has 
made  ample  ])rovision.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  attend  services 
at  Fairbury. 

RS.  ELECTA  JEFFERS  is  the   widow  of 
the  late  Nelson  Jeffers,  of  Round   Grove 
Township.     Soon  after  the  death  of   her 
*  husband   she   took  up   her   residence  with 

her  daughter  in  Broughton  Township,  of  which  she 
h.as  since  been  a  resident,  and  where  she  is  held  in 
universal  respect  as  a  lady  possessing  many  amiable 
quiilities,  and  excellent  business  capacities. 

Mrs.  Jeffers  was  born  in  New  London,  Huron 
Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  13,  1823,  where  she  was  reared  at 
the  country  home  of  her  parents,  receiving  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools.  .She  was  also 
tniined  by  her  careful  mother  to  those  housewifely 
duties  which  have  such  a  great  influence  in  the 
happiness  and  comfoi't  of  the  d.imestie  circle. 
In  those  days  learning  to  spin  an.l  weave  was 
an  essential  element  in  the  training  of  3'oung  girls, 
and  Mrs.  J.  became  expert  in  these  arts  before 
reaching  the  fifteenth  year  of  her  age.  At  this 
early  age  she  commenced  teaching  school,  which 
pi'. ifessiou  she  followed  until  the  time  of  her  first 
marriage,  July  4,  1841.  to  Mr.  .lohii  B.  Conway,  a 
native  of  her  own  Stale,  and  one  of  the  associates 
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of  her  youthful  dnys.  Two  years  before  lier  raar- 
riaii'p  she  had  created  quite  a  sensation  in  herneigh- 
l)oriioO(l  by  spinning  100  knots  of  yarri  lietween 
sunrise  and  sunset,  an  amount  of  labor  wliicli  was 
considered  reallj-  wonderful,  as  it  usually  consumed 
two  and  one-half  days. 

The  year  following  their  marriage  John  IJ.  Con- 
way and  his  young  wife,  accompanied  liy  the  family 
of  his  father,  James  B.  Conway,  left  tlie  lUickeyc 
State  and  migrated  to  Green  County-,  Wis.  The 
young  peoi)le  upon  their  arrival  had  but  fifty  cents  in 
money,  besides  two  cows  and  a  team  of  horses,  but 
their  stout  hearts  and  willing  hands  com|)rised  a 
capital  which  at  that  time  and  in  that  section  of 
country  proved,  perhaps,  full}'  as  available  as 
money.  The  following  spring  the  3'ounger  Con- 
way purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  of  his  father, 
upon  which  he  operated  about  two  years,  when,  on 
account  of  poor  health,  he  decided  to  leave  Wis- 
consin and  try  the  climate  of  Illinois.  His  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  Wisconsin. 
Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Kendall  County  Mr.  Con- 
way pnrchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he 
farmed  about  two  years,  and  then  sold  out  and  pur- 
chased 160  acres  in  Grundy  County.  This  also  he 
sold  two  years  later,  and  in  1854  came  to  Living- 
ston County,  purcliasing  IGO  acres  in  Broughton 
Township,  which  comprises  the  farm  still  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Jeffers.  There  was  then  but  one  family 
besides  themselves  within  the  limits  of  the  town- 
ship, and  their  first  winter  was  one  of  unusual 
hardship,  even  at  that  day,  and  at  a  time  when  who- 
ever ventured  into  that  section  of  country  expected 
little  else.  They  located  on  prairie  laud,  and  were 
obliged  to  go  a  long  distance  for  fuel,  the  labor  of 
gathering  a  load  of  wood  emploj'ing  three  days' 
time.  The  nearest  mill  was  at  Wilmington,  a 
journey  which  involved  the  same  length  of  time. 
The  little  household  had  been  increased  in  numliers 
by  the  birth  of  one  child,  and  Mrs.  Conway  dur- 
ing the  forced  excursions  of  her  husband  from 
home  was  obliged  to  remain  alone  with  her  little 
ones  and  the  house  unfinished.  Upon  one  occasuni 
a  fearful  storm  came  on,  and  in  the  absence  of  a 
door  and  window  sash  tlie  rain  blew  through  the 
house  so  that  both  mother  and  children  almost  per- 
ished   fn)m    fright   and  cold.     The  experiences  of 
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those  years  of  liardshiii  w<juld  make  a  long  and  in- 
teresting tale,  and  fully  pi-ove  the  correctness  of 
the  adage  tliat  tiiilli  i>  ^Ir.mger  tlian  fiction. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Conwaj-  continued  at  the  placi' 
where  they  so  bravely  endeavored  to  establish  a 
home  until  the  winter  of  18()l-{i'2;  in  the  meantime 
they  had  siirroundeil  themselves  with  many  com- 
forts, and  the  settling  ui)  of  the  country  had  made 
life  quite  cnduralile.  The  outbreak  of  the  lic- 
bellion  now  interriipted  their  plans  for  the  future. 
as  Mr.  Conway  decided  to  enlist  as  a  Union  sohlier, 
and  assist  in  fighting  the  battles  of  liis  country.  lie 
joined  Company  D,  yHth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  par- 
ticii)ated  in  manj'  of  the  principal  battles  of  the 
first  important  campaign,  being  present  at  tlie  sieges 
of  Ft.  Donelson  and  A'icksbnrg,  and  the  battles 
of  Corinth,  Shiloh  and  Red  River,  liesides  many 
minor  engagements  and  skirmishes.  The  sufferings 
and  hardships  incident  to  army  life  brought  on  an 
incural)le  disease,  and  Mr.  Conway,  after  being 
confined  in  the  hospital  at  Joe  Ilolt,  Ind.,  died  on 
the  17th  of  Januar}',  18G5.  His  remains  were  laid 
to  I'est  in  the  cemetery  in  Broughton  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conway  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  of  whom  but  one  survives.  The 
eldest,  Olive  E.,  was  lioru  March  28,  lS4ti,  and 
died  on  the  8lh  of  October,  18.55,  from  the  elTects 
of  a  fall ;  James  J.  was  liorn  Sept.  18,  1849,  and 
died  Jan.  22,  1850;  Ezra  1!.,  liorn  June  7,  1855, 
died  in  infancy;  Emily  C.  was  born  Aiiril  4,  1857, 
and  first  married,  Sept.  8,  1874,  to  Charles  H.  Glass, 
and  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Frederick  E. 
Glass,  born  Aug.  8,  1875.  She  was  divorced  from 
Mr.  G.,  and  on  the  1st  of  October,  1879,  became 
the  wife  of  Charles  H.  George,  of  tliis  township. 
Of  this  marriage  there  were  born  four  children, 
two  living,  namely :  John  Newell,  who  was  born 
July  8,  1880,  and  Frank  Irviii,  Feb.  5.  1883.  Mrs. 
George  is  a  lady  of  good  education,  and  nuich  in- 
telligence, and  makes  a  pleasant  home  for  the 
mother  who  is  now  passing  down  the  hill  of  life, 
being  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  her  age. 

Mrs.  Electa  Conway,  on  the  25tli  of  Jlarch,  18(;(5, 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Nelson  Jeffers,  of 
Round  Grove  Township,  wliere  they  settled  upon 
a  farm  which  Mr.  Jeffers  operated  successfully  un- 
til compelled  by  his  last  illness  to  abandon  his 
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laboi-s.  His  aeath  took  phu-o  on  tlie  Gtli  of  August. 
1878,  in  the  fifty-sixtii  yeni-  of  his  ngo.  AfttT  tlic 
death  of  her  husband  JIi-.  •'.  lock  ui<  her  nboilr 
with  her  daughter  in  Hroiighton  r.iuiiMii]i,  where 
she  ha*  sinee  resided. 

The  father  of  Mis.  .letters  was  Isaiah  Day,  "ho 
was  fii-st  uiai-ried  to  Mrs.  Annie  (Durphy)  Tripp, 
and  they  bei-anie  the  parents  "f  three  daughters 
and  one  son.  Electa  being  the  seeoiid  ehild.  The 
mother  died  at  her  home  in  Oliio  about  1S27.  Mr. 
Day  was  a  .-econd  time  married  to  a  widow,  and 
reversing  tlie  order  of  ehihlrcn,  beeaine  the  father 
of  three  sons  and   one  daughter  liy   this  marriage. 


^i  OSEPH  R.  KING.  The  subject  of  this 
siietch  has  recently  become  one  of  the  land- 
owners of  Waldo  Township,  but  has  nearly 
_  all  his  life  been  identified  with  the  agrieult- 
u^  interests  of  Livingston  County.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  resident  of  the  .State,  and  is  thoroughly 
enlisted  in  the  work  of  making  Illinois  stand  at  the 
he.ad  of  the  greiit  agricultural  .States  of  the  Union. 
He  is  full  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and  the  work 
he  has  in  hand  is  prosecuted  with  that  vigor  char- 
acteristic of  the  man.  He  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  on  section  ii,  Waldo  Township. 

Mr.  King  was  born  in  McLean  County,  111.,  on 
the  -ioth  of  May,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian 
U.  and  Mary  (Beckler)  King.  lie  is  the  second 
i-iiild  in  a  family  of  twelve,  and  was  al)0ut  twelve 
years  of  age  when  his  father  moved  to  Livingston 
County,  and  bought  160  acres  of  land,  to  which  he 
ha^  added  until  he  now  owns  640  acres.  Mi'.  King 
was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  but  the  educational 
advantages  during  his  boyhood  days  were  so  mea- 
ger that  he  reached  manhood  without  obtaining 
more  than  a  partial  educati<jn.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  3'ears  he  began  farming  operations  for 
himself  on  his  father's  farm,  .•nid  after  harvesting 
one  crop  concluded  that  it  would  be  Iietter  if  there 
were  two  instead  of  one  to  occupy   a  farm. 

On  the  Tth  of  Novemljer,  187;j,  .Mi'.  King  w;is 
married  to  Mi.ss  Mary,  ilaugliter  of  Christian  and 
Salome  (Summer.s)  Slagell.  After  Mr.  King's  mar- 
riage he  continued  to  farm  on  land  owned  by  his 
father    until    1  K.>s;;,    when    he    moveil    to    the    farm 


which  he  at  pre.sent  occupies,  which  is  well  im- 
(irovi'd  and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King  are  the  parents  of  the  following- 
named  ehildreji:  Elias,  who  was  born  Sept.  2.5, 
1876;  (  liristian,  April  23,  1878;  Benjamin,  June  4, 
188 1;  .loseph,  Oct.  ."iO,  1883,  and  Ada.  June  2, 
188,-|. 

Jlrs.  King  was  born  on  the  18th  of  June,  1856, 
near  Pekin,  111.  Her  girlhood  was  spent  with  her 
pari'uts  uiion  the  farm,  and  she  attended  the  com- 
mon schools,  in  which  she  received  a  good  educa- 
tion. Her  parents  were  natives  of  France,  where 
the  father  was  born  in  Februarj^,  1819,  and  the 
mother  on  the  1 7th  of  Jime  of  the  same  year. 
They  were  united  in  marriage  in  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  came  to  Livingston  County  when 
Mar}'  was  five  years  of  age.  The  father  died  on 
the  26th  of  November,  1884,  and  th'?  mother  is 
still  living  in  Waldo  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  made  an  excellent  start 
in  life  and  their  prospects  for  the  future  are  bright. 
They  both  participate  actively  iu  all  matters  that 
concern  the  welfare  of  the  community  iu  which 
they  reside.  In  the  management  of  their  own  af- 
fairs they  are  prudent  and  econ(jmica],  j^ct  liberal 
when  anil  where  liberality  will  accomplish  the  most 
good.  ]Mr.  King  is  thoroughly  interested  in  the 
growth  and  in:provement  of  Livingston  County, 
and  particularly  of  Waldo  Township,  where  his  in- 
terests lie.  The  family  enjoy  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all  those  with  whom  the}'  associate. 

As  indicative  of  the  progress  made  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country  we  present  on  another  page  of  this 
Ai,i;r:M  a  view  of  Mr.  King's  residence. 


^^p!>U:ORGE  A.  GARRE] 

jlj  (—-,  comfortable  hoineste 
^^4)    braska  Township,  wl 


!EORGE  A.  GARRELS  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
homestead  on  section  16,  Ne- 
.hicli  invariablj'  attracts 
the  eye  of  the  passer-by  from  its  neat  and  well-kept 
appearance,  the  convenient  and  substantial  build- 
ings, the  goodly  array  of  well-fed  stock,  and  all  the 
other  apinirtenances  of  a,  modern  farm.  A  view  of 
this  pleasant  and  valuable  homestead  is  given  in 
this  volume.  Our  subject,  a  highly  respected  Ger- 
man citizen,  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  his  youth,  and 
comnieneed  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  to   work   his 
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wny  up  ill  the  -n-orld.  He  .should  be  reasoiiablj- 
well  satisfied  with  the  position  which  he  has  attained 
as  a  citizen  and  a  property  owner.  His  acciinmla- 
tions  are  the  result  of  his  own  industry,  and  lie  has 
pursued  that  steady  and  straightforward  coursi' 
which  forms  the  basis  upou  whicli  men  establisli 
themselves  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  those 
with  whom  they  have  to  deal. 

Our  subject  wa.-^  born  in  tlic  Province  of  Ilan- 
over,  Germany,  Dec.  22,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of 
Abjet  and  Franke  (Kaiser)  Garrels,  who  were  also 
of  German  birth  and  parentage.  They  immigrateil 
to  America  when  George  A.  was  about  fifteen  years 
of  age,  landing  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  Nov.  2, 
1857.  Thence  they  proceeded  up  the  Mississippi 
River  to  Quiucj'  and  located  in  Adams  County, 
this  .State,  where  the  father  purchased  fifty  acres  of 
land,  upon  which  they  lived  for  the  following  seven 
years.  Then  selling  out  they  came  to  this  county 
and  purchased  the  land  which  constitutes  the  pres- 
ent homestead  of  our  subject. 

There  is  one  law  of  the  German  Empire  which 
might  well  be  imitated  b}'  countries  all  over  the 
face  of  the  earth,  and  that  is  compulsory  education. 
In  compliance  with  this  law,  our  subject  was  placed 
in  school  at  an  early  age,  and  pursued  his  studies, 
which  he  completed  at  fourteen  3'eai'S  old.  He  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  then  enlisted  in  the  100th  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  His  first  engagement  was  at  Dyer's 
Station,  where  he  and  a  number  of  his  comrades 
were  captured  by  Forrest's  Cavalry.  Upon  being 
paroled  they  were  sent  to  Benton  Barracks,  St. 
Loui3,  and  there  remained  about  nine  months. 
After  being  exchanged,  in  October,  1863,  they 
were  sent  to  Memphis,  Teiin.,  where  they  remained 
during  the  winter  following,  and  then,  after  partici- 
pating in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg,  joined 
the  army  of  Gen.  .Sherman  and  assisted  in  destroy- 
ing the  railroad  line  from  Vicksburg  to  Meridian, 
Miss.  Subsequently  they  met  the  rebels  in  battle 
at  Pleasant  View  on  Black  River,  and  after  a  .skir- 
mish at  Meridian  returned  to  Vicksburg,  and  from 
there  set  out  on  the  Red  River  expedititm.  Mr. 
Garrels  while  at  Shreveport,  La.,  was  taken  ill  and 
put  upon  a  boat  bound  for  Mcksburg.  It  was  at- 
tacked bj'  the  rebels  but  finally  succeeded  in  mak- 
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ing  the  passage  in  safetj'.  In  the  meantime  the 
1>('(1  Hivcr  was  so  low  that  vessels  coidd  not  pass, 
ami  a  dam  was  built  in  order  that  the  boats  might 
be  taken  over  tlie  r.'ipids.  Our  subject  after  rec(jv- 
cring,  was  finally  sent  to  .Ieffer,-on  Barracks,  St. 
Louis,  to  defend  the  city  against  the  rebel  General, 
Price.  When  the  danger  was  passed,  they  repaired 
to  Nashville  and  engaged  in  a  two  days'  fight,  al- 
most com|)Ietely  annihilating  Hood's  armj'.  there 
being  of  45,000  troops  only  aliout  7,000  able- 
bodied  men  remaining  after  the  battle.  They 
pre,*sed  him  on  to  Eastport,  where  thej'  put  up  for 
the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  moved  upon  Mobile, 
and  the  capture  of  Ft.  Blakesley  followed  soon  after 
in  April,  1865.  The  war  had  now  practicall}' 
closed,  and  Mr.  Garrels,  with  his  companions,  was 
honorably-  discharged  at  Mobile  on  the  26th  of 
August  following. 

Mr.  Garrels  upon  retiring  from  army  life,  re- 
turned to  his  old  haunts  in  Livingston  County, 
where  he  operated  on  rented  land  a  year,  and  then 
assumed  the  management  of  his  father's  homestead, 
where  he  continued  until  his  marriage.  Thi>  in- 
teresting event  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride. 
Miss  Sophia  Obert,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1870. 
Mrs.  Garrels  is  the  daughter  of  Vincent  and  The- 
resa (Schweuderman)  Obert,  and  was  born  in  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  March  1,  1852.  She  came  to  Illinois 
with  her  parents  when  a  mere  chilil,  and  has  tfie 
most  of  her  life  been  a  resident  of  Livingston 
Countv.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  namely:  p]lizabetli.  who  was  born 
June  3,  1871;  Ida  M.,  Jan.  19,  1873;  Martin  J., 
Nov.  23,  1875;  Hermann  H.,  Jan.  25,1878;  Henry 
W.,  Dec.  ;i,  1879;  John  J.,  July  14,  1883;  Will- 
iam II.  and  Mary  L.  (twins)  Sept.  2.s,  1887.  Mr. 
G.  is  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  been  an 
oflice-seeker,  and  gives  iiis  attention  wholly  to  his 
farm  pursuits.  He  wa>  reared  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  of  which  he  is  now  a  Deacon  and  Trustee. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1815,  and 
departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Nebraska  Town- 
ship, in  February,  1867.  His  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Central  Cemetery.  The  mother  was  born 
Nov.  23,  1812,  and  surviving  her  husband  twentj- 
years,  passed  away  April  11,  1887.  She  was  buried 
in  the   Lutheran  Cemetery  in  Nebraska  Township. 
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A  sister  of  Mr.  G.-irrels.  Klsko  by  iiaiiu',  was  lnnn 
ill  H.inovor.  Feb.  '2'2.  1845.  nnd  is  now  the  wife  of 
Herbert  Dui>,  who  is  ennying  on  farniiiig-  near 
Milfonl.  Iroquois  County,  this  State;  tiiey  have 
nine  chihlren.  Two  half-brothers,  Alex  J.  and 
John  H.  Talk,  are  residents  of  Nebraska  Towusliii), 
this  oountv. 


ATTHKW  R.  MAXSON,  son  of  one  of  the 
W  early  pioneers  of  tlie  Prairie  State,  eanic  to 
Illinois  with  his  parents  wlieu  a  lad  ten  years 
of  ajie,  loeatino'  first  in  Tazewell  County. 
Thenee  the  family  removed  to  Peoria  County,  and 
from  there  our  subject,  in  KSSO,  came  to  Livingston 
and  located  upon  his  present  farm  in  Sauuemin 
Township.  lie  is  comitaratively  a  yonnu'  man  and 
is  one  of  those  of  whom  mneh  is  expected  in  the 
future,  being  wide-awake,  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious, and  taking  a  livelj'  interest  in  the  enterprises 
calculated  to  advance  the  morality  and  education 
of  the  people,  rightly  judging  that  whatever  affects 
the  whole  will,  in  a  like  degree,  affect  each  member 
singly.  A  well-regulated  farm  increases  the  vahie 
of  the  property  adjacent,  just  as  a  fine  building  in 
the  city  enhances  the  value  of  property  around  it. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Rensselaer  Count}',  N. 
Y.,  Ajn-il  2,  Ls4-f,  .and  is  the  son  of  Randall  and 
Deborah  (Ken^'on)  M.axson,  also  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  His  jiaternai  ancestors  were  of  Scotch 
descent,  and  Mr.  Maxson  is  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children:  ALxit,  the  eldest,  is  tlio  wife  of 
William  .Iudson,of  Nebraska;  Potter  is  engaged  in 
the  nursery  business  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. ; 
Norm.an  is  farming  in  Jefferson  County,  Kan. ; 
KlizalK'th  is  the  wife  of  Clinton  W.  Card,  of  Morris, 
III.;  Orson  lives  in  Nebraska;  William  in  Ford 
County,  111. ;  Mattliew  R. ;  Addie  is  the  wife  of  San- 
ford  Stillnian,  of  Jefferson  County,  Kan. ;  Ellen  L., 
Mi's.  Lewis  Johnson,  lives  in  Fayette  County,  this 
State;  Jane,  wife  of  William  Cole,  of  Nebraska,  died 
July  22,  18«7:  Delia  is  the  wife  of  Anson  Stillmau. 
of  Jefferson  County,  Kan.  Tlie  |i:irents  passed  tlicir 
la^t  years  in  Peoria  County,  ulicrc  tlie  father  died 
ill  March,  |Hf;7,  ami  the  niothiT.  surviving  IucIm' 
years,  passed  away  in  .\lMy.  ls7;i.     They  were  most 


excellent  and  wortliy  people,  fulfilling  tlu'ir  whole 
duty  as  pan-iits  and  neighbors,  and  are  kindly  re- 
memberi'd  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  aequaiiit- 
anees. 

Young  Jlaxson  during  his  j-outli  liecame  familiar 
with  the  various  employments  of  farm  life  and  re- 
ceived a  fair  education  in  the  district  schools,  pur- 
suing his  studies  mostly  in  the  winter.  He  w.as 
naturally  inclined  to  be  industrious  and  economical, 
and  was  extremely  prudent  about  taking  upon  him- 
self the  responsibilities  of  a  f..mily  until  he  could 
suitably  provide  for  them.  After  rcxching  his 
thirtj^-fourth  j'ear,  he  was  married,  Nov.  27,  1878, 
to  Miss  Alice  E.  Miller,  who  was  liorn  in  Peoria 
Comity,  III.,  July  26,  18.56,  and  was  consequently 
twenty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  their  marri.age. 
The  wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  at  once  settled  in  Peoria 
County,  where  they  remained  until  removing  to  their 
present  farm. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of  John 
E.  and  Eliza  A.  (Hare)  Miller,  who  were  pioneer 
settlers  of  Peoria  County,  locating  there  in  1841*. 
Mr.  Miller  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y., 
and  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Kentucky;  she  died 
Nov.  7,  1887.  Their  family  included  four  children  : 
George;  Flora,  the  wife  of  Edgar  Davis,  Harry 
L.  and  Alice.  All  but  Mrs.  Maxson  are  residents 
of  Peoria  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  have  two  chil- 
dren :  Fred  R.,  who  was  born  Sept.  24,  1881,  and 
Alice  E.,  Aug.  19,  1884.  The  homestead  includes 
eighty  acres  of  good  land,  a  comfortable  farm  resi- 
dence, a  fair-sized  barn  and  all  the  other  buildings 
required  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the  storing  of 
grain.  They  do  not  pretend  to  live  elegantly,  but 
are  simply  surrounded  by  .nil  the  comforts  of  life, 
and  probably  are  far  more  contented  than  those  who 
shine  in  the  fashionable  world.  Mr.  Maxson  takes 
an  interest  in  school  matters  and  for  the  past  five 
years  has  served  as  School  Director. 

During  the  late  war  Mr.  Maxson  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  several  months,  being  a 
member  of  Company  C,  8(!th  Illinois  Infantiy.  He 
participated  in  the  battle  at  Perryville,  Ky.,  .and 
was  engaged  in  numerouii  other  skirmishes  with  the 
enemy.  He  is  an  ardent  Republican,  politically,  and 
a  memlier  of  the  (i.  A.  R.  Post  at  Saunemin. 
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I ENNET  HUMISTON,  deceased,  was  a  pio- 

l.  neer  settler  of  Livin"Ston  County,  in  Esmen 
Township,  becoming  a  resident  in  October, 
1852.  lie  became  well  and  widely  known, 
as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  farmers  and  stocli- 
breeders  of  the  county,  and  during  all  the  years  of 
his  residence  here  was  recognized  as  a  business 
man  of  the  utmost  probity  of  character,  one  whose 
word  was  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  Born  in 
the  good  old  State  of  Connecticut,  and  descended 
from  a  long  line  of  Puritan  ancestry,  who  were 
noted  for  their  sterling  qualities  of  man  and  woman- 
hood, it  could  not  be  otherwise  but  that  he  would 
inherit  in  a  large  measure  the  pure  principles  which 
are  characteristic  of  those  people. 

Bennet  Humiston  was  born  Sept.  6,  1830,  in  the 
town  of  Thomaston  (then  known  as  Pl^'mouth), 
Conn.,  and  was  the  son  of  Bennet  and  Emily  (War- 
ner) Humiston.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Ply- 
mouth, Conn.,  and  his  father  was  extensively  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising.  His  father, 
Jesse,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  na- 
tive of  Thomaston,  and  was  likewise  a  farmer. 
The  grandparents  of  Bennet  on  the  mother's  side, 
were  Aaron  and  Mary  (Camp)  Warner,  w-ho  were 
farmers,  and  descended  from  a  long  line  of  English 
ancestry. 

Our  subject  was  liberally  educated  in  the  district 
schools  and  the  academy  in  his  native  town,  after 
which  he  spent  a  year  in  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm,  then  came  West  as  above  stated,  with  Mr. 
Camp,  and  they  entered  into  partnei'ship  in  the 
stock  business,  and  were  so  engaged  most  of  the 
time  until  1876,  the  date  of  Mr.  Humiston's  re- 
moval to  Pontiac.  While  still  a  single  man,  he 
came  with  Mr.  Apollos  Camp  to  this- county  in 
October,  1852,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  and 
settled  in  Esmen  Township;  lie  subsequently  be- 
came an  extensive  breeder  of  imported  horses,  and 
was  also  a  large  stock-raiser  of  the  higher  grades. 

Mr.  Humiston  was  married.  May  22,  185G,  to 
Harriet,  the  only  living  child  of  Apollos  and  Nancy 
(Thomas)  Camp,  whose  biography  and  portraits 
are  shown  on  another  page.  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Humis- 
ton continued  to  live  in  Esmen  Township  until 
1876,  when  they  removed  to  Pontiac,  and  there  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  took  place  Nov.  14, 
<■  


1883.  He  had  accumulated  a  handsome  com- 
petency before  his  death,  and  was  known  and  loved 
in  the  community  where  he  had  resided  for  over 
thirty  j'ears.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat. 
When  a  child  he  was  baptized  in  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  was  a  liberal  contributor  toward  the 
erection  of  the  beautiful  church  of  that  denomina- 
tion in  Pontiac.  He  left  to  iiis  widow  a  large  landed 
estate  besides  other  property. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Humiston,  which  is  shown 
in  this  connection,  will  be  looked  upon  with  pleas- 
ure by  all  who  knew  him,  as  being  the  likeness  of 
one  who  at  all  times  used  his  influence  on  the  side 
of  right.  As  a  fitting  accompanying  picture,  that 
of  his  wife  is  also  given. 
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<^  j^ILLIAM  CAPES.  The  connecting  link  be- 
tween an  American  and  an  Englishman  is 
so  close  that  it  is  difficult  to  tell  when  one 
ceases  to  be  an  Englishman,  and  begins  to  be  an 
American.  The  Americans  sprung  from  the  En- 
glishmen at  a  time  when  tyranny  drove  Englishmen 
to  the  New  World,  and  made  Americans  of  them. 
Ever  since  then  has  the  work  of  making  Americans 
out  of  Englishmen  been  going  on.  Through  proc- 
esses which  are  largely  pleasant,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  representative  farmer  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Pontiac  Township,  became  an  American 
citizen.  Mr.  Capes  was  born  on  the  23d  of  July, 
1851,  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  during  that 
year  iiis  parents  emigrated  to  America.  He  is  the 
son  of  Willoughby  and  Elizabeth  (Milner)  Capes, 
both  natives  of  England.  Upon  their  arrival  in 
America  in  1851,  they  came  direct  to  Tazewell 
County,  and  there  resided  for  twelve  years,  when 
they  moved  to  Livingston  County,  and  settled  in 
Pike  Township,  where  they  still  reside.  There  was 
born  to  them  a  large  family  of  children,  nine  of 
whom  survive:  Charles;  Hannah,  Mrs.  John  Crabb; 
William,  George;  Jennie,  Mrs.  A.  Mott;  John; 
Sarah  A.,  Mrs.  Herman  Baxter;  David;  and  Mary 
L.,  Mrs.  George  Crow.  The  parents  are  ardent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  their 
locality,  enjoying  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
■» 
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their  neighbors  and  friends.  The  father  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politii'S,  and  takes  an  aotive  interest  in 
politii-al  affairs. 

"When  a  boy,  the  subject  of  this  sicetch  came  to 
Livingston  County  with  liis  parents,  where  he  has 
ever  since  resided,  and  the  verj-  liberal  education 
he  enjoys  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools  of 
this  county.  Me  was  married  on  the  21st  of  August, 
1874,  to  Miss  Mary  Kirkpatrick,  daughter  of  G.  L. 
Kirkpatrick.  formerly  a  citizen  of  this  count}',  but 
now  residing  in  Kansas.  They  have  two  childien: 
JIary  E.,  born  on  the  3d  of  June,  1875,  and  Delia 
M.,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1880.  Mr.  Capes  be- 
came a  citizen  of  Pontiac  Township  in  1880,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  His  admirable  farm  consists 
of  seventy  acres  of  most  excellent  land,  finely  un- 
derdrained.  and  well  cultivated.  He  has  erected 
good  and  substantial  buildings,  and  emploj's  the 
most  improved  machinery'  in  the  cultivation  of  his 
farm.  He  acts  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
been  four  3'ears  Overseer  of  Highways  in  his  road 
district. 

Mr.  Capes  and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  tliey  regularly 
attend.  The}'  are  highly  respected  members  of  the 
community  in  which  Ihey  live,  and  engage  in  all 
social  and  moral  undertakings  that  are  calculated 
for  the  improvement  of  themselves  and  neighbors. 
In  their  own  affairs  they  have  been  signally  suc- 
cessful, and  not  yet  having  reached  the  meridian 
of  life,  the  future  before  them  looks  bright.  They 
have  learned  that  "where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a 
way,"  and  they  have  the  will  to  yet  accomplish 
much. 


J'^ACOB  YOUNG.  Some  of  the  most  stable 
and  substantial  citizens  of  this  country  have 
been  contributed  b}'  Germany,  and  this  is  es- 
pecially true  of  that  portion  of  our  country 
known  as  the  boundless  West,  where  magnificent 
farms  have  taken  the  place  of  the  wilderness,  and 
the  wild  prairies  -'blossom  as  the  rose."  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  lias  done 
hi-s  part  in  this  world  of  transformation,  so  far  as 
one  of  the  most   beautiful    poitions    of    Illinois    is 


concerned.  He  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  sec- 
tion 33,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  and  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  November,  1844,  in  Bavaria,  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Margaret  (Wirth)  Young. 

Mr.  Young  arrived  in  this  country  on  the  11th 
of  May,  1866,  making  the  voyage  across  the  ocean 
in  the  steamer  '"Pennsylvania,"  which  required 
about  fourteen  days.  He  remained  in  New  York 
while  awaiting  information  concerning  his  relatives 
who  had  come  to  this  conntr}'  before  him.  Leav- 
ing New  York,  he  went  to  La  Salle  County,  III., 
where  he  remained  nearly  seven  years,  six  of  which 
he  spent  as  a  hired  man,  and  the  seventh  he  worked 
for  himself  on  a  rented  farm.  On  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1873,  he  left  La  Salle  County  and  rented 
land  near  Pontiac,  on  which  he  remained  five  j-ears, 
and  then  came  to  Rook's  Creek  Township,  where 
he  purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  33,  and 
subsequently  eighty  more  on  section  34.  On  the 
9th  of  Januar}',  1872,  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Hensel,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Annie  (Hensel) 
Hensel,  of  I-a  Salle  CountJ^  who  were  natives  of 
Wurtemberg,  and  came  to  this  country  in  May, 
1867.  The}'  are  still  living  in  La  Salle  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Y'oung  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, all  living  with  their  parents:  Annie,  born 
Oct.  28,  1872;  Charles,  born  March  31,  1874;  Ja- 
cob, born  June  4,  1876 ;  Christian,  born  July  12, 
1878;  William,  born  Dec.  13,  1880;  Mary,  born 
Jan.  6,  1883;  Henry,  born  Aug.  10,  1885. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Young  was  born  in  the  year 
1819,  the  mother  in  1816,  and  they  were  married, 
as  nearly  as  Mr.  Y'oung  can  remember,  about  1838. 
The  state  of  the  father's  health  disqualified  him 
for  military  service,  and  he  met  his  death  by  being 
struck  by  lightning  while  seeking  shelter  under  ?i 
tree  during  a  storm.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest 
in  a  family  of  three  children,  the  other  two  of 
whom  are  still  living  in  Bavaria.  The  brother 
Henry  was  born  in  1842,  and  has  four  children. 
His  sister  Catharina,  born  in  1839,  married  Peter 
Wirth,  and  has  two  children.  The  name  of  Mr. 
Young's  grandfather  was  Michael  Young,  born 
about  1790,  and  was  old  enough  to  be  a  soldier  in 
tiie  French  army  under  Napoleon.  He  avoided 
service  in  Russia  by  employing  a  substitute,  which 
consumed  all  of  his  portion  of  his    father's  estate. 
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He  was  a  very  rugged  man  physically,  and  lived  to 
be  eighty-six  years  of  age,  accumulating  consider- 
able property.  Mr.  Young  remembers  seeing  his 
great-grandfather,  and  of  hearing  him  relate  the 
details  of  procuring  the  release  of  his  son  from  the 
army.  The  father-in-law  of  Mr.  Young's  grand- 
father, also  named  Young,  was  a  wagon-maker  by 
occupation,  and  a  groat  hunter,  lift}' years  of  his  life 
being  devoted  to  the  latter  pastime  as  a  business. 
He  was  born  about  1760,  and  lived  t"  be  ninety-six 
years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Jacob  Young  had  five  brothers  and  one  sis- 
ter, their  names  being  as  follows :  Christian,  born 
in  1849;  Fred,  born  in  1853;  Christina,  born  in 
1857;  Mary  Gottlieb  AYalker;  John,  born  in  1862; 
Gottlieb,  born  in  1865,  and  August,  born  in  1869. 
Her  grandfather's  name  was  Michael  Hensel,  who 
was  born  in  1791  and  died  in  1853,  being  sixty- 
two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Young  is  not  a  party  man,  but  in  elections 
votes  for  the  men  he  considers  the  most  compe- 
tent to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


lEORGE  ANDREWS,  who  is  largely  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  29, 
Waldo  Township,  is  a  native  of  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  which  is  one  of  the  best  known  of 
the  counties  of  that  country.  It  excells  in  its  agri- 
cultural products;  its  cattle,  which  are  mostly 
Short-horn  and  attain  a  great  weight;  its  sheep, 
which  are  famous  for  size  and  long  wool;  its  fine 
horses,  fine  soil,  and  number  and  beauty  of  its 
ancient  parish  churches.  Our  subject  was  born  on 
the  31st  of  May,  1848,  his  parents  being  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Plowright)  Andrews.  They  cauie 
to  this  country  when  he  was  about  seven  years  of 
age,  landing  in  New  Y'ork,  and  going  at  once  to 
La  Salle  County,  111.,  where  the  father  rented  laud 
and  lived  for  about  two  years.  He  then  lived  in 
Knox  County  for  a  time,  then  returned  to  La  Salle 
County,  and  then  went  to  Putnam  County,  where 
he  remained  two  years.  He  then  came  to  Livings- 
ton County  in  1861,  and  purchased  160  acres  of 
land,  to  which  he  afterward  added  160  acres. 


■^^ 


At  that  time  the  chances  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion in  Livingston  County  were  very  limited,  and 
in  the  township  in  which  our  subject  lived  there 
were  but  two  school-houses,  and  they  were  so  far 
distant  that  a  greater  portion  of  the  day  was  con- 
sumed in  going  to  and  fro.  Besides,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  devote  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to 
work  upon  the  farm.  He  managed,  however,  by 
close  application  to  his  studies  during  the  time  he 
was  permitted  to  attend  school,  and  at  odd  times, 
to  secure  a  fair  common-school  education.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  he  began  doing  for  him- 
self, and  engaged  in  working  by  the  month  for 
about  one  year,  then  rented  ground  of  his  father, 
which  he  began  farnung.  This  arrangement  was 
continued  with  profit  to  himself  until  he  was  twen- 
ty-six years  of  age,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  owned  and  farmed  until  1883. 
In  1880  he  bought  another  eighty  acres,  which  he 
also  sold  in  1883,  and  purchased  200  acres,  upon  a 
portion  of  which  bis  house  now  stands,  and  the 
other  portion  is  on  section  32. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  1876,  Mr.  Andrews 
was  married  to  Mary  J.  Kingdou,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  Ann  (Hodge)  Kingdou.  To  them 
have  been  born  three  children :  Mary  Elizabeth, 
born  Oct.  31,  1878,  died  November  4  of  the  same 
year;  Lillie  Mabel,  born  May  19,  1880,  and  Percy 
Henry,  April  15,  1887.  Mrs.  Andrews  was  born 
on  the  20th  of  August,  1856,  in  Peoria  County, 
111.  The  father  of  Mr.  Andrews  was  born  in  En- 
gland on  the  5th  of  April,  1820,  and  died  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1883.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  after  becoming  a  citizen  of  this  country 
took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  P^ugland  in 
1825,  and  is  still  living  in  Gridley,  111.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  third  child  in  a  family  of  fourteen,  nine 
of  whom  are  still  living.  Unlike  his  father,  in 
political  matters  he  is  a  Democrat.  In  the  waj'  of 
official  positions  he  has  held  the  office  of  Township 
Collector  three  years  in  succession,  and  was  elected 
and  re-elected  as  Road  Commissioner.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Gridley,  in  which  he  is  a  Steward. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  have  surrounded  them- 
selves with  very  many  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
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the  home  which  they  occupy  is  one  of  the  pleasant- 
est  in  Waldo  Township.  The  farm  is  well  im- 
proved, being  under-drained,  and  thoronghl}' 
fenced.  In  their  social  relations  with  the  people 
among  whom  they  live  they  stand  well,  and  enjoy 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 

ERBERT  F.  ADAJIS,  one  of  the  enterpris- 
J~  ing  and  promising  young  business  men  of 
Livingston  Count3',  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  R.  C.  Adams  <fe  Son,  general  merchants, 
dealers  in  lumber,  and  proprietors  of  the  Black- 
stone  Creamer}-.  He  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  being  born  in  Nevada  Township  Feb.  28, 
1861,  and  is  the  second  son  of  R.  C.  Adams,  whose 
biographical  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
Album.  Our  subject  received  a  good  education 
in  the  public  schools  in  the  town  of  Dwight,  which 
he  attended  until  eighteen  j-ears  of  age.  At  that 
time  he  began  clerking  in  the  banking  house  of 
D.  McWilliams,  of  Dwight,  and  remained  in  that 
institution  for  about  four  j'ears.  After  this  he  oc- 
cupied a  trusted  and  confidential  position  in  the 
bank  of  J.  C.  Hetzel,  and  at  the  end  of  one  year, 
with  another  partj'  he  purchased  this  bank,  and 
they  conducted  it  one  and  one-half  years,  when  he 
sold  his  interest  to  his  partner  and  came  to  Black- 
stone,  purchasing  an  interest  in  his  present  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  his  brother,  Edwin  F.  They 
were  associated  together  until  the  hitter's  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  terrible  Chatsworth  railroad 
disaster,  on  tiie  morning  of  the  10th  of  August, 
1887.  In  18HC  thej-  established  the  creamery 
business  in  Biackstone,  which  proved  to  be  a  very 
profitable  adjunct  to  their  other  business. 

On  Maj-  27,  188.^,  Mr.  Adams  was  married  to 
Miss  Mamie  Bradford,  who  was  born  in  Will 
Count}',  III.,  on  the  20th  of  February,  18C4.  Her 
father  was  Chauncy  Bradford,  who  was  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  the  lineal  descendant  of  Gen.  Will- 
iam Bradford,  who  came  to  America  as  a  member 
of  the  Plymouth  Colon\',  and  was  its  second  Gov- 
ernor. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  have  been  born 
two  children,  upon  whom  they  have  conferred  the 
names  of  Jennie  Olga  and  Catherine. 


The  firm  of  R.  C.  Adams  &  Son  is  one  of  the 

best  known  in  Livingston  County,  not  only  for  the 
magnitude  of  its  business,  but  for  its  business 
methods.  It  is  prompt,  reliable  .and  enterprising 
in  all  its  dealings  with  the  people,  and  has  estab- 
lished itself  in  their  confidence.  While  the  busi- 
iness  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  remunerative  to 
them,  R.  C.  Adams  &  Son  may  be  looked  upon  as 
public  benefactors,  in  that  they  furnish  a  good, 
read}'  and  cash  market  for  the  products  of  that 
section  of  the  country. 


\I7  lie  AS  H.  BROWN  is  the  proprietor  of  eighty 
I  ((§)  acres  of  good  land  on  section  35,  in  Rook's 
/!'— ^\  Creek  Township,  where  he  carries  on  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising,  and  is  known  as  a  peaceable 
and  law-abiding  citizen.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  and  the  son  of  Henry  O.  and  Margaret  M. 
(Schonbeck)  Brown,  who  were  of  German  birth 
and  parentage.  Henry  O.  Brown  was  born  in  1807, 
and  the  mother  in  1816.  They  were  married  in 
1844,  and  came  to  this  country  in  May,  1857,  where 
the  father  died  of  lung  fever.  The  mother  married 
again,  and  of  this  union  there  was  born  one  son, 
who  is  married  and  farming  in   this  township. 

On  their  arrival  in  this  country  in  1857,  the  fam- 
ily of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Brown  consisted  of 
three  children,  and  was  increased  in  September  of 
the  same  year  b}'  the  birth  of  our  subject.  The 
eldest  son,  Henry,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  late  war,  and  since  the  close  of 
that  struggle  has  never  been  heard  from  ;  Frederick 
C.  was  twice  married,  is  a  painter  by  trade,  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  St.  Lonis;  Anna  IL,  the  wife  of 
G.  AVcstermann,  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  and 
a  resident  of  Woodford  County. 

Mr.  Brown  was  educated  in  both  English  and 
German  in  the  common  schools,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  brief  season  spent  at  wagon-making, 
has  followed  agriculture  all  his  life.  When  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
which  was  then  a  tract  of  partially  cultivated  land, 
and  he  has  made  good  improvements.  Two  years 
later,  Sept.  24,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with   Miss  Ijottie  Frobish,  at  the  residence  of  the 
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bride's  mother,  in  Rook's  Creek  Township.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children, 
namely,  Daisj-,  born  Oct.  31,  1884,  and  Elbert  C, 
Oct.  21,  188(1.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Brown  are  J. 
Michael  and  IClizabetli  (Konner)  Frobish,  the 
former  a  native  of  Germanj',  and  the  latter  of 
Switzerland.     They  were  married  in  Ohio. 

EDWIN  F.  ADAM.S.  deceased,  formerl}-  a  mer- 
chant at  Blackstone,  was  born  in  Nevada 
'  Township  May  11,  1859,  and  was  the  oldest 
son  of  E.  C.  Adams  (see  sketch.)  He  received 
his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Dwight, 
after  which  he  advanced  in  his  studies  by  attend- 
ance at  the  State  Universitj'  at  Champaign.  After 
completing  his  education  at  that  institution  he  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  drug-store  in  1880,  where  he 
continued  for  three  years.  He  then  formed  a  part- 
nership with  B.  B.  Dow,  and  rented  a  building  at 
Blackstone.  in  which  they  began  the  business  of 
general  mercbants.  This  firm  continued  in  exist- 
ence until  1884,  when  he  bought  his  partner's  in- 
terest and  conducted  the  business  alone  until  1885. 
He  then  sold  an  interest  to  his  brother,  H.  F. 
Adams,  with  whom  he  was  associated  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  of 
August,  1887,  he  joined  an  excursion  which  was  to 
run  over  the  Toledo,  Peoria  &  Western  Road,  from 
Peoria  to  Niagara  Falls.  Within  a  short  time  after 
boarding  this  train,  and  while  running  at  the  rate 
■of  forty  miles  an  hour,  it  ran  upon  a  bridge  which 
had  been  partiallj'  destroyed  by  fire,  and  many  of 
the  cars  were  precipitated  into  the  chasm  be- 
low. The  train  being  very  much  crowded  at  the 
time,  many  persons  were  either  instantlj'  killed  or 
burned  to  death.  Among  those  who  lost  their 
lives  in  this  terrible  disaster  was  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  Chatsworth  railroad  disaster  has  gone 
into  histor}'  as  one  of  the  most  destructive  of 
human  lives  that  has  occurred  in  the  annals 
of  railroading. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  1881,  Mr.  Adams  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Baker,  who  was  born  in 
Lebanon,  Ind.,  in  October.  1858.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  and  Margaret  Baker,  of  Dwight,  111. 


To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  were  born  two  children — 
Ethel  and  Harr3\  The  vvidow  is  now  living  in 
Dwight.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  one  of  the  most  promising  young 
business  men  of  Livingston  Count}^  He  was  thor- 
oughly fitted  by  education  for  business  affairs,  and 
his  natural  inclination  led  in  that  direction.  His 
death,  and  the  manner  of  it,  was  a  terrible  shock 
to  his  family  and  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  en- 
deared himself  to  the  people  among  whom  he  lived, 
and  will  live  long  in  their  memories.  The  wife 
and  orphaned  children  were  the  recipients  of  the 
tenderest  and  most  heartfelt  sympathy  of  relatives 
and  friends. 


■^OHN  ATTIG,  an  industrious  j'oung  farmer 
of  Rook's  Creek  Township,  occupies  a  snug- 
homestead  on  section  34,  comprising  eighty 
acres  of  land,  with  a  neat  farm  residence 
and  the  necessarj^  out-buildings.  He  has  spent  his 
life  thus  far  in  the  Prairie  State,  being  a  native  of 
Woodford  County,  where  his  birth  took  place  Nov. 
19,  1859.  He  has  started  out  fairly  for  a  young 
man,  and  is  making  good  progress  toward  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  permanent  home  and  the  accumu- 
lation of  that  which  greatly  assists  in  smoothing 
the  rugged  path  of  life. 

Mr.  Attig  is  the  S(m  of  German  parents,  who  passed 
their  3'outh  in  their  native  land,  and  emigrated  to 
America  after  their  marriage.  Upon  their  arri- 
val in  New  York  City  they  staid  a  few  weeks, 
when  they  came  West  and  remained  residents  of 
Woodford  County  until  1878.  The  father  then 
removed  to  Rook's  Creek  Township,  this  county, 
and  afterward  to  McLean  County,  where  he  still 
resides,  near  Chenoa.  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded eight  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows :  Catherine,  the  eldest  daughter,  became 
the  wife  of  .John  Sn3'der  and  is  a  resident  of  Mar- 
shall County  ;  Frederick  married  Miss  Mar3'  Trucke- 
miller,  has  two  children,  and  is  farming  in  Pontiac 
Township;  John,  our  subject,  is  the  third  child; Sa- 
rah, Mrs.  Frank  Laschen,  is  the  mother  of  two 
children  and  lives  in  Woodford  County:  William 
is  unmarried  and  engaged  in   farming    in    Pontiac 
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Township:    George,  Maggie  and    Christopher   re- 
main under  the  home  roof. 

The  subject  of  our  notice  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Dorothea  Salzman.  March  4,  1886,  tlie 
wedding  taking  place  in  Rook's  Creek  Townsliip  at 
the  home  of  the  bride's  parents,  Christopher  and 
Mary  Salzman,  of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found 
elS'jwhere  in  this  Aluim.  The  j'oung  people  com- 
menced housekeeping  at  their  preseut  homestead, 
and  have  many  friends  in  the  community  around 
them. 


^^HOMAS  M.  .S PENCE.  This  gentleman 
among  the  representative  farmers 
stock-growers  of  Rook's  Creek  Town- 
ship. He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  western 
country  about  thirty  years,  and  is  of  the  opinion 
that  it  is  about  the  finest  locality  in  the  world.  He 
commenced  life  in  AVarren  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  -26, 
1846,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Lueinda  (Shields) 
Spence,  who  emigrated  from  the  Buckeye  State  to 
Illinois  in  1855.  The}'  lived  near  Pontiac  about 
two  years,  when  they  returned  to  Ohio  and  resided 
there  until  1870.  In  the  meantime  occurred  the  out- 
break of  the  Rebellion  and  our  subject,  yet  but  a 
boy,  ran  away  from  home  with  a  companion,  Caleb 
Whittaker,  and  enlisted  in  an  Ohio  regiment,  re- 
ceiving a  bounty  of  about  $600.  He  was  as- 
signed to  the  13th  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  with 
his  comrades  marched  to  the  front,  meeting  the 
enemj'  first  at  Petersburg,  but  not  engaging  in  any 
serious  conflict,  as  the  war  was  nearing  its  close. 
He  received  an  honorable  discharge  July  4,  1865, 
and  returned  to  his  home  in  Ohio,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred 
March  13,  1SG7.  The  following  year  he  left  home 
and  engaged  to  wc>rk  on  a  farm  in  Allen  County 
six  or  seven  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
time,  after  a  biief  visit  to  his  mother,  he  started 
for  Illinois.  He  worked  by  the  month  in  Shelby 
Count}'  about  one  year,  when  he  came  to  Living- 
ston, where  he  concluded  to  remain.  A  year  later 
he  returned  to  Oiilo  for  his  mother,  and  they  sub- 
sequently located  a  tr.act  of  land  from  a  wai-rant 
wiiich  had  been  held  by  the  maternal  grandmotlier 
on  account  of  the  services  of  her  husimnd  in  the 
4* 


War  of  1812.  This  land  is  now  included  in  the 
present  home  of  Mr.  Spence. 

Our  subject,  in  1873,  returned  to  his  native 
State,  and  was  there  married  to  one  of  the  compan- 
ions of  his  childhood,  IMIss  Hannah,  daughter  of 
James  and  Isabella  (Martin)  Walker,  Sept.  10, 
1873.  Of  this  union  there  has  been  one  child 
only,  a  son,  Franklin  M.,  born  Nov.  3,  1875. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  comes  from  excellent 
Pennsylvania  stock,  who  afterward  became  resi- 
dents of  Kentucky,  where  his  father  was  born  Feb. 
4,  1803.  The  maternal  ancestors  were  also  from 
the  Keystone  State,  and  the  mother,  Mrs.  Lueinda 
Spence,  was  born  in  Ohio  July  2,  1812.  She  was 
married  to  the  father  of  our  subject,  Sept.  28, 
1841,  and  Thomas  M.  was  the  third  child  in  a 
family  of  six  sons  all  living,  whose  record  is  as  fol- 
lows: William  Preston,  born  Aug.  25,  1842, 
served  in  the  Union  army  one  year,  married,  and 
became  the  father  of  three  children  now  living 
with  him  near  Ft.  Scott,  Kan;  his  wife  is  dead. 
Robert  Franklin  was  born  April  7,  1844,  and  en- 
listed in  the  4th  Indiana  Cavalry,  serving  two 
years  and  participating  in  several  important  bat- 
tles. He  is  married,  has  one  child,  and  lives  at 
Hazen,  Ark.;  Thomas  M.  is  our  subject;  Calvin 
B.,  born  Dec.  15,  1848,  is  married,  has  three  chil- 
dren, and  is  a  resident  of  Ft.  Scott;  James  C,  born 
March  2,  1851,  is  a  resident  of  Kansas,  and  lives 
with  his  brother  William  near  Ft.  Scott;  JohnL., 
born  April  19,  1854,  is  unmarried,  and  continues 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Rook's  Creek  Township. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Spence  was 
born  about  1756,  and  lived  to  be  eighty-three 
years  of  age.  He  served  three  months  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  received  from  the  Government  a  land 
warrant  which  his  widow  afterward  sold.  The  lat- 
ter was  born  in  1771,  and  also  lived  to  be  eighty- 
three  years  old.  Grandfather  Shields  was  born  in 
1776,  and  died  in  1846,  being  seventy  years  of  age. 
His  wife  survived  him  eighteen  years,  her  death 
taking  place  in  1864,  when  she  was  eighty -six  years 
of  age. 

Mrs.  Spence  was  the  third  child  in  a  family  of 
six,  and  was  born  in  Ohio,  June  1,  1841.  Her 
brothers  and  sisters,  the  most  of  whom  are  in 
Warren   County,  Ohio,  were  named   respectively,  y 
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Mary,  Sarah,  Jane  M.,  Samuel  B.  and  Martin,  and 
a  half-brother,  Scott  Walker.  Her  father,  James 
Walker,  was  born  March  8,  1809,  of  Pennsylvania 
parents  and  ancestry;  he  died  in  July,  1879.  The 
mother  was  born  April  IG,  1810,  and  went  with  her 
parents  to  Ohio  when  a  child  eight  years  of  age. 
They  were  married  Dec.  2-5,  1834,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  at  her  home  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
in  1857. 


^Y/OSEPH  A.  BROWN,  attorney-at-law,  is  one 
of  the  rising  young  members  of  the  legal 
profession  at  Pontiao,  where  he  commenced 
(,^//  practice  July  22,  1884.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessful thus  far  and  bids  fair  to  become  prominent 
as  an  attorney  and  counselor.  Mr.  Brown  was 
born  in  Warren  County,  Ind.,  Oct.  14,  18.51,  and 
is  the  son  of  Joseph  A.  and  Mary  J.  (Myers) 
Brown,  natives  respectivelj'  of  Indiana  and  Ohio. 
His  father  was  a  merchant  of  manj'  years'  standing, 
and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Indianapolis 
in  1856,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children,  Henry 
F.,  now  a  resident  of  Arizona,  where  he  is  eng.iged 
in  mining,  and  the  subject  of  our  slieteh.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Will- 
iam and  Annie  (Buckels)  Myers,  natives  of  Ohio. 
After  their  marriage  thej'  emigrated  to  Indiana 
during  the  pioneer  daj's  of  Warren  County,  where 
the  father  opened  up  a  home  in  the  wilderness  and 
became  a  prominent  citizen.  The  father  of  Annie 
Buckels  was  Abram  Buckels,  who  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  spent  his  last  years 
in  Warren  Count}'. 

The  subject  of  this  history'  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  Warren  and  Benton  Counties,  Ind.,  and  con- 
tinued with  his  mother  until  twenty  3'ears  of  age, 
receiving  a  practical  education  in  tlie  common 
schools.  He  afterward  taught  school  in  his  native 
county  five  months,  and  the  next  year  operated  a 
farm  on  shares.  The  following  winter  was  again 
spent  in  teaching,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  he  en- 
tered upon  a  classical  course  of  studies  in  AVabash 
College,  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  where  he  re- 
mained for  five  j'ears,  then  pursuing  the  same  course 
of  studies  for  one  year  longer  in  Butler  University 


at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  the  classical  course  in  June,  1879; 
then  taught  school  tiie  next  three  years  in  Indiana. 
The  total  expenses  of  his  six  }'ears'  college  course 
were  defrayed  by  our  subject  with  money  earned 
by  him  before  commencing  tiie  course  and  during 
college  vacations.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  the  fall 
of  1882,  and  was  appointed  Superintendent  of 
Fairburj'  schools  in  this  county,  and  acted  as  such 
for  one  year.  In  July,  1883,  be  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi. He  had  heretofore  employed  his  leisure 
thne  in  reading  law,  and  now  entered  the  law 
school  at  Iowa  City,  where  he  was  graduated  after 
a  year's  stud}',  and  tiienee  returned  to  this  county 
and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession 
July  22,  1884.  Politically  he  is  a  decided  Repub- 
lican, imd  took  an  active  part  in  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  1884,  by  stumping  neaily  every 
township  in  Livingston  County. 

Mr.  Brown  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Laura  E.  St.  John,  of  this  county,  Dec.  29,  1881, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Eppard's  Point  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Brown  was  born  July  18,  1859,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Emma  St.  John,  natives 
of  Ohio,  and  residents  of  Illinois  since  1851  or 
1852.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have  one  child,  a  son, 
St.  John  Loyd,  born  Dec.  9,  1883,  at  Iowa  City, 
Iowa. 

<{|?^  RNEST  F.  PIER(JE.  In  a  town  the  size  of 
1^  Graymont,  the  man  who  occupies  the  posi- 
If' — '-^  tions  of  Postmaster,  Freight,  Ticket  and 
Express  Agent,  and  telegraph  operator,  comes 
very  uearl}'  having  business  transactions  with  everj' 
man,  woman  and  child  in  the  territory  adjacent  to 
the  place.  This  is  the  case  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  now  serving  in  all  the  capacities 
named.  He  is  the  son  of  James  H.  and  Rachel 
(Reed)  Pierce,  and  was  born  in  La  Salle  County,  111. 
At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  accompanied  his  father 
when  he  moved  to  Clifton,  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  and  tinware  business,  being  a  tinner  by 
trade.  AVhile  living  in  Clifton,  our  subject  learned 
telegraph}'  in  the  railroad  office  at  that  place,  and 
commenced  working  in  the  office  at  the  age  of 
nineteen.     In  1879  and   1880  he  was  employed  in 
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tbe  switching  yard  at  Gilinan,  vrhen  in  the  fall  of 
18S0  he  took  charge  of  the  office  at  Grayniont, 
where  he  has  since  remained,  and  was  also  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  in  the  spring  of  1882. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  married,  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1882.  to  Miss  Sarah  Beardslee,  daughter  of  iSniilie 
K.  and  Ruth  (Hebron)  Beardslee.  of  Clifton,  111., 
the  ceremony  being  performed  by  George  F. 
Wcekes.  To  them  was  born  a  daughter  on  the  2d 
of  .January,  1887,  upon  whom  ]they  conferred  the 
name  of  Ruth.  Jlr.  Pierce  is  the  oldest  child  in  a 
family  of  six,  the  others  being:  Clara,  Mrs.  Blnford 
L.  Starkey,  living  in  Piano.  Tulare  Co.,  Cal. ;  Harvey 
C.  married  Mary  Brault,  has  two  children,  and 
lives  in  Alleytou,  Mich.;  Albert  H.,  unmarried, 
and  lives  with  his  father  in  Saugatuck,  Mich. ; 
Flora  and  Archie  R.,  unmarried,  live  at  home.  Mr. 
Pierce's  father  was  born  in  Massachusetts  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1825;  his  mother  was  born  near 
Harper's  Ferry,  but  whether  in  Mar^iaud  or  \'n- 
ginia.  Mr.  Pierce  does  not  know,  as  she  lived  in 
both  those  States  when  a  child.  She  came  to  Illi- 
nois with  her  parents  when  about  fifteen  j-ears  of 
age.  and  in  La  Salle  Count}'  Mr.  Pierce's  father 
became  acquainted  with  her,  and  there  they  were 
married.  The  paternal  ancestors  came  over  in  the 
Majflower;  the  maternal  ancestors  were  of  German 
descent.  Mr.  Pierce's  wife  is  the  second  child  in  a 
family  of  eight,  the  others  being:  Laura  E.,  Mrs. 
.Selva  Beebe.  has  five  ciiildren  and  lives  in  Ells- 
worth County,  Kan.;  Emma  J.,  Mrs.  Edmund  A. 
Gardner,  lives  near  Clifton,  III.,  having  one  child, 
a  boy;  Alice  C,  Mrs.  Byron  Osborne,  has  two 
children,  and  lives  in  Linn  Countj',  Kan. ;  William 
R.,  unmarried,  lives  in  Clifton,  111. ;  P'rank  S.,  un- 
married, lives  with  his  parents;  Arthurs,  married 
liachel  Hall,  and  lives  at  Ashkuiii,  111;  George  M., 
unmarried,  lives  at  home. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Pierce  was  born  in  New  York 
on  the  4th  of  November,  1 H24,  and  accompanied 
his  parents  when  they  moved  to  Michigan  when  he 
was  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age.  Iler  mother  was 
born  in  England  on  the  1st  of  April,  1829,  and 
came  with  her  parents  to  America  when  she  was 
two  years  of  age.  They  located  in  Michigan, 
where  in  childhood  she  became  acquainted  and 
went  to  .school  with  the  boy  who  afterward  became 


her  husband,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1849.  Her 
maternal  grandfather,  William  Hebron,  lived  to 
be  quite  old,  and  died  in  1857. 

ilr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  are  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  they  each 
attached  themselves  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mr. 
Pierce  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  casting  his  first 
vote  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in  1876.  He  was 
appointed  to  the  office  of  Postmaster  under  a 
Republican  administration,  and  has  conducted  the 
office  with  such  complete  satisfaction  to  the  people 
that  no  disposition  has  been  manifested  to  displace 
him  since  the  advent  of  a  Democratic  administra- 
tion. 

)ENJAMIN  F.  COLEHOWER,  dealer  in  gen- 
eral merchandise  at  Long  Point,  is  one  of 
the  most  promising  3'oung  business  men  of 
the  jjlace,.  and  already  the  possessor  of  a 
good  propert}^  This  includes  his  store  building 
and  the  two  lots  on  which  it  is  located,  besides 
three  lots  elsewhere,  and  a  two-fifths  interest  in  the 
Masonic  Hall.  He  is  wide-awake  and  energetic, 
one  of  those  men  who  believe  that  the  building  up 
of  his  town  is  as  much  a  credit  to  the  citizens  there- 
of as  the  building  up  of  their  own  personal  inter- 
ests. He  is  accordingly  interested  in  whatever  per- 
tains to  the  prosperity  of  Long  Point,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens. 

Mr.  Colehower  is  a  native  of  this  State,  being 
born  in  Peoria  County,  Sept.  22,  1854.  Of  his 
parents,'John  and  Elizabeth  Colehower,  a  sketch 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album.  Benjamin 
F.  received  a  good  education,  and  at  an  early  age 
gained  a  good  insight  into  business  methods,  and 
began  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future.  He  was  first 
employed  at  Long  Point,  and  established  his  present 
business  in  1882.  He  began  in  a  modest  manner, 
and  increased  his  stock  by  degrees  as  he  became 
known,  and  there  sprang  up  around  him  a  good 
patronage  from  the  best  residents  of  this  section. 
When  the  time  came  that  he  felt  justified  in  taking 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  a  family,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his  choice.  Miss 
.Jennie  I'liillips,  who  was  born  in  Marshall  County, 
111.,  Feb.  2  1,  1858,  and  is  the  daughterof  James  B.  ' 
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and  Sarah  (Clifford)  Phillips,  natives  of  Ohio,  and 
now  residents  of  Nebrasl^a.  The  little  household 
has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Leah 
Blanclie,  born  Jan.  30,  1877.  They  occupy  a  neat 
residence  on  Fourth  street,  and  enjoy  the  society 
and  fricndsliip  of  .i  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


'/OHN  R.  CAPES.  This  country  is  just  now 
passing  tiirough  a  period  of  transformation. 
The  generation  of  ante-bellum  days  is  pass- 
ing away,  and  is  being  replaced  by  a  gener- 
ation of  men  and  women  who  date  their  birth  dur- 
ing and  since  the  War  period.  This  new  generation 
is  one  from  which  much  can  be  expected,  for  it 
partakes  of  the  new  life  which  received  its  birth 
and  impetus  when  the  nation  started  on  its  new  era 
of  prosperity  at  the  death  of  slavery.  The  man 
who  was  born  early  in  the  sixties,  and  has  become 
anchored  in  the  affairs  of  life  is  amply  able  to  fill 
the  place  in  the  stirring  world  of  to-day  left  vacant 
by  any  one  of  the  old  generation.  Among  those 
who  have  come  upon  the  stage  of  action  with  the 
incoming  of  the  new  era  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  a  representative  young  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  32  of  Pontiac  Township, 
and  a  native  of  Tazewell  Count}',  111.,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  30th  of  August,  1860,  the  son  of  Wil- 
loughby  and  Elizabeth  (Milner)  Capes,  of  Pike 
Township,]  Livingston  County.  His  parents  are 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  Livingston 
County  in  1863  and  settled  in  Pike  Township, 
where  they  still  reside.  A  large  family  of  children 
was  born  to  them,  of  whom  the  following  are  sur- 
vivors: Charles,  of  Pontiac;  Hannah,  Mrs.  John 
Crabb,  of  Pike  Township;  George,  of  Livingston 
County;  Jennie,  Mrs.  J.  Mott,  of  McLean  County; 
David;  Louie,  Mrs.  George  Crow,  of  Pike  Town- 
ship; Sarah,  Mrs.  Herman  Baxter,  of  Pontiac 
Township,  and  John  R.  and  William,  also  of  Pon- 
tiac. The  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  widely  known  as  devoutly 
religious  people. 

John  R.  Capes  has  lived  on  a  farm  all  his  life, 
and  in  his  youth  received  a  rudimentary  education 
in   the  district  schools.     For  the  past  ten  years,  in 


addition  to  his  occupation  as  a  farmer,  he  has  en- 
gaged in  threshing,  in  which  business  he  has  been 
quite  successful.  He  was  married  N(jv.  4,  1879, 
to  Miss  Annie  Kirkpatrick,  daughter  of  G.  L.  Kirk- 
patrick,  of  Kansas,  and  they  have  had  tliree  chil- 
dren: George  E. ;  Olive  F.,  deceased,  and  Elsie  M. 
Mr.  Capes  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  be  suc- 
cessfully cultivates.  He  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
political  affairs,  and  in  all  such  contests  casts  his 
influence  and  vote  witli  the  Republican  party.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  tiie  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  take  a  warm  interest,  not  onl}'  in 
church  aifairs,  but  in  all  matters  whicli  tend  to  the 
elevation  of  tlie  people. 


^^  YRUS  G.  BARK,  grain  dealer  and  farmer,  of 
|l(  Nevada  Township,  was  born  in  Bethel,  Clarke 

^^'  Co.,  Ohio,  Sept.  11,  1838.  His  father, 
Jacob  Barr,  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
his  grandfather,  also  named  Jacob  Barr,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Lancaster  County,  where  he  died.  The  father 
was  reared  and  married  in  Lancaster  County,  and 
after  marriage  went  to  Clarke  Cotmty,  Ohio,  pur- 
chasing a  farm  in  Bethel  Township,  where  he  re- 
sided all  the  last  years  of  his  life,  and  died  in  1847. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  Ciiristiana  Barr,  but  no  relation  of  her 
husband,  although  bearing  the  same  name.  Slie 
died  before  her  husband,  on  the  old  homestead. 
To  them  were  born  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
grew  to  man  and  womanhood. 

The  subject  of  our  slvetch  was  tlie  seventh  child 
of  his  parents'  family,  and  was  but  six  3'ears  old 
when  his  mother  died,  and  his  father's  death  took 
place  three  years  later.  He  then  went  to  live  with 
'  James  Lamb,  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio,  with  whom 
i  he  remained  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
then  engaged  in  farm  work  in  the  same  county  at 
$6.25  per  month.  In  1856  he  came  to  Illinois,  and 
on  the  1st  of  April  of  that  year  he  purchased  the 
place  where  he  now  resides,  paying  for  the  land  the 
sum  of  $7.25  per  acre.  It  was  a  tract  of  wild,  un- 
broken prairie,  over  which  deer  and  other  wild  ani- 
mals and  game  roamed  at  will.     After  buying   this 
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land  he  weut  to  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the  winter, 
anil  in  the  spring  of  1857  letiiineil  to  Illinois  and  be- 
gan the  improvement  of  his  farm.  Ho  first  erected 
a  honse,  l-ixTi  feet,  which  he  occnpied,  perform- 
ing his  own  housework  up  to  the  date  of  liis  mar- 
riage. He  devoted  his  entire  time  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  farm  until  1881,  when  he  went  to 
Mansfield  and  engaged  in  the  gniin  business  one 
}-ear;  he  then  resumed  farming  until  1885,  in 
which  year  he  returned  to  Mansfield,  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  grain  business,  leaving  the  act- 
ive management  of  the  farm  to  his  sons. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1861,  :Mr.  Barr  was 
married  to  Keziah  Morrison,  who  was  born  in  Pbil- 
lil)s,  Me..  Jan.  4.  I  844.  Her  father,  Stephen  Morri- 
son, was  a  native  of  the  same  State,  where  he  was 
reared  on  a  farm,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to 
Lowell.  Mass.,  and  married  there;  afterward  he  re- 
turned to  Maine,  where  lie  resided  for  three  or  four 
3-ears,  and  then  went  back  to  Lowell.  In  184S  he 
weut  to  liast  Livermore,  Me.,  and  bought  a  farm, 
upon  which  he  lived  until  185G,  in  which  j-ear  he 
moved  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  DeKalb  Count3', 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1857,  at 
which  time  he  moved  to  Livingston  County,  and 
settled  in  what  is  now  Nevada  Township.  He  pur- 
chased land  on  section  10,  where  he  resided  for  a 
number  of  3"ears,  and  then  moved  to  Uwight,  where 
he  lived  in  retirement  from  active  business  during 
the  last  j'ears  of  his  life.  He  died  in  Dwiglit  in 
July,  1876.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
L3-dia  Hanson,  who  was  born  about  181 8,  and  grew 
to  womanhood  in  Vermont.  She  is  still  living,  and 
resides  in  Dwight. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barr  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  David  E., 
Charles  W.,  Josiah  II.,  Susan  A.,  Minnie  E.  and 
L3'diaE.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barr  are  both  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  its 
affairs  take  much  interest.  To  tiie  necessities  of 
the  church  tlie3'  are  liberal  givers,  and  in  all  good 
works  which  may  result  in  the  benefit  of  the  pub- 
lic, tlie3-  p.'irticipate  activel3'.  In  politics  Mr.  Barr 
is  a  Republican,  and  casts  his  vote  and  uses  his  in- 
fluence for  pure  nominations  and  a  higher  standard 
of  morals  in  the  contest  for  preferment.  He  has 
filled  various  offices  of  trust  and  hoiujr  in  his  town- 


ship, and  alwa3'S  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people, 
and  credit  to  himself.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  pleas- 
ant and  affable  manner,  and  makes  friends  readily 
wherever  he  goes  He  is  one  of  those  persons 
whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  upon  any  and  all  oc- 
casions. 


TEPHEN  D.  EWING.  The -middle  m.an" 
sustains  an  important  position  between  the 
producer  and  the  market,  and  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  he  bears 
that  relation  in  a  dual  capacit3',  buying  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  farm,  and  forwarding  them  to  the 
market,  and  on  the  other  hand,  handling  the  prod- 
ucts of  the  manufacturer,  and  finding  a  market 
for  them  among  the  producers  of  grain.  He  is  a 
grain  bu3er  and  shipper,  and  dealer  in  agrictdtural 
implements,  coal  and  tile,  at  Graymont,  111.  He  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bowers)  Ewing,  and 
was  born  on  the  22d  of  September,  1862,  on  section 
9,  Pike  Township,  Livingston  County.  The  dii3's 
of  his  bo3'hood  were  spent  upon  a  farm,  and  such 
education  as  he  obtained  was  in  the  common  schools. 
He  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  about  twent3'-two  3'ears  of  age. 

On  the  .3d  of  Jnl3r,  1884,  Mr.  Ewing  was  married 
to  Nettie  L.  Crow,  daughter  of  "William  and  Mary 
(Plummer)  Crow,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  another 
part  of  this  Album.  They  have  one  child,  born  on 
the  2d  of  June,  1886,  upon  whom  has  been  con- 
ferred the  name  of  Lester  C.  -Soon  after  marriage 
Mr.  Ewing  moved  to  Grav'mont,  where  he  engaged 
in  Ijuying  grain  for  his  father-in-law,  William  Crow, 
in  whose  emplo3'  he  remained  about  two  years, 
when  Mr.  Crow's  lease  of  the  elevator  expired,  and 
it  was  leased  to  Hamlin.  Congdon  &.  Co.,  who  re- 
tained Mr.  Ewing  in  their  emplo3',  and  entrusted 
to  him  the  management  .of  their  affairs.  On  the 
1st  of  August,  1887,  the  firm  style  was  changed  to 
Middle  Division  Elevator  Company,  and  he  was 
still  continued  in  the  emplo3'  of  thatcompan3'. 

Mr.  Ewing  is  the  seventh  in  a  famil3'  of  eight 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Mar3'  E., 
who  was  born  Sept.  17,  1844,  married  Richard  Mc- 
Millan, and  they  live  in  Esmen  Township;  Rosella, 
born  Nov.   9,   1847,  married  Robert  Ralston,  has 
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Ave  children,  and  lives  in  Thayer  County,  Neb. ; 
Aureliiis  McCurdy,  who  was  born  Dec.  13,  1850, 
married  Frances  Tracy;  tliey  have  five  children, 
and  live  in  Chicago.  James  Loren,  born  Jidy  2, 
1853,  married  Mary  H.  Tracy,  has  three  children, 
and  lives  in  Pike  Township;  George  W.,  born  Oct. 
23,  1856,  died  March  3,  1874,  and  is  buried  in 
Pike  Township  graveyard;  Laura  ]Matilda,  liorn 
March  11,  1859;  Stephen,  our  subject;  and  Will- 
iam C,  born  Feb.  12,  1865.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Ewing  were  born  in  Ohio,  the  fatlier  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1820,  and  the  mother  on  the  25th  of 
April,  1824.  They  were  married  on  the  1st  of 
December,  1842,  .^nd  came  to  Illinois  in  18G2,  ar- 
riving on  the  1st  of  March,  and  locating  on  section 
9,  where  they  remained  until  1863,  when  they  re- 
moved to  their  present  home  on  section  4,  consist- 
ing of  a  half  section,  and  240  acres  on  section  5. 

SAAC  RAMY  .JOHNSTON.  The  people  who 
have  more  to  do  with  shaping  the  destiny  of 
the  country  than  any  other  class  are  the  edu- 
cators of  the  children.  It  is  they  who  first  mold 
into  shape  the  thoughts  of  the  child  when  the  book 
of  life  is  first  opened  to  it.  On  these  educators 
depends  largely  the  status  of  the  rising  generation, 
and  great  responsibilities  rest  upon  them.  No 
matter  how  humble  the  teacher  may  be,  nor  how 
obscure  his  locality,  wherever  it  is  he  is  the  great 
factor  in  shaping  the  new  generation  for  its  duties 
in  life.  To  the  grand  army  of  educators  belongs 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  tlie  teacher  of  the 
school  at  Graymont,  111. 

Mr.  Johnston  is  the  son  of  Adam  Mitchell  and 
Lydia  C.  (Teachenor)  Johnston,  and  was  born  in 
Adams  County,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  January,  1851. 
His  father  was  a  cooper  by  occupation,  and  lived 
in  Manchester,  Ohio.  At  a  time  when  Mr.  John- 
ston was  about  ten  j^ears  of  age  he  came  with  his 
father  to  a  little  village  called  Fairview.  Although 
his  educational  opportunities  were  very  limited  his 
diligence  secured  him  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  at  twelve  years  of  age  he  entered 
his  father's  shop  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the 
'  ^     trade  of  a  cooper,  at  which  he  worked  for  about 
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four  years'.  His  father  then  moved  to  Missouri, 
where  he  engaged  in  school  teaching,  and  Mr. 
Johnston  was  enabled  to  attend  school  for  one 
3'ear,  after  which  he  labored  on  a  farm  for  one 
year  in  che  employ  of  his  father,  and  for  about  two 
years  he  worked  by  the  month,  giving  to  his  father 
the  money  he  thus  earned.  Shortly  after  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  accumulated  money 
with  which  to  purchase  a  horse  and  wagon,  and 
renting  a  farm  commenced  business  for  himself. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1875,  Mr.  Johnston 
was  married,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Polandor,  to  Miss  Laura 
Frances  Stretch,  daughter  of  AV^illiam  and  Eliza- 
beth (Lupton)  Stretch,  of  Lewis  County,  Mo., 
formerly  of  Clinton  County,  Ohio.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Johnston  remained  one  year  in  Missouri, 
and  then  moved  to  Livingston  County  by  wagon, 
where  lie  arrived  in  Janu.ary,  1876,  and  rented  a 
farm  south  of  Pontiac.  On  account  of  the  exces- 
sive rains  of  that  year  his  crop  was  an  entire  fail- 
ure, but  he  tried  farming  one  year  more  and  was 
reasonably  successful.  In  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, that  year,  he  began  school  teaching,  in  which 
profession  he  has  been  more  or  less  engaged  ever 
since.  In  1882  he  was  appointed  Treasurer  of  the 
School  Fund,  a  position  which  he  has  held  ever 
since.  In  1879  he  was  appointed  Town  Clerk,  to 
fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  afterward  elected  five 
times  in  succession.  In  1885  and  1887  he  was 
elected  Assessor.  Mr.  Johnston  is  a  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  When 
eleven  years  of  age  he  became  a  memlier  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  his  actual  con- 
version did  not  occur  until  his  sixteenth  year.  He 
lived  a  consistent  Christian  life  for  several  years, 
but  finally  became  indifferent  and  lukewarm,  and 
was  not  re-awakened  to  his  condition  until  1885, 
at  a  meeting  held  by  the  P'ree  Holiness  Evangelists, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a  believer  in  the 
doctrines  taught  by  that  church. 

Mr.  Johnston's  parents  were  born  in  Ohio.  His 
father  is  of  Irish  descent,  and  his  mother  is  of 
Scotch  origin.  Tliey  were  married  in  1848,  and 
now  reside  in  Wilson  County,  Kan.  They  had 
a  family  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  Sarah 
Ann  married  William  Emerson ;  they  have  three 
children,  and  live  in  Red  Willow  County,  Neb 
_ ■► 
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Isaac  R.,  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch ;  Fiances  E.,  nn- 
inarried;  John  Mitchell,  iinniarried ;  Mary  Agnes 
married  Charles  Newton,  and  has  one  child;  George 
Wilbur,  unniarrieil,  and  Wiley  H..  all  live  in  Wil- 
son County,  Kan.  There  is  an  adopted  sister  named 
Maud,  who  lives  with  his  parents. 

Mrs.  Johnston  is  the  second  child  in  a  family  of 
uine,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy-,  and  seven  are 
stillliving:  Mary  Ann  married  Zacharias  Clifton, 
and  died  in  1^77;  Laura  Frances,  Lewis  Albert; 
Mary  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Shelby  Count}', 
Mo.;  Marion  Alonzo.  married,  is  an  evangelist  and 
sings  at  the  Holiness  meetings;  Alice  Catherine 
married  Brice  Holbart,  has  three  children,  and  lives 
in  Lewis  County,  Mo.;  John  William,  unmar- 
ried, and  lives  in  Kansas;  Cora  May,  unmarried, 
and  lives  in  Lewis  County,  Mo.;  Mary  Emma,  un- 
married, and  lives  in  Lewis  County,  Mo.  Mrs. 
Johnston's  father  was  of  German  descent,  and  the 
ancestors  of  her  mother  were  L'ish.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Johnston  have  h.ad  four  children,  as  follows:  Mary 
Emily,  born  Dec.  6,  1876;  Raniy,  born  March  8, 
1881,  and  died  in  infancy;  Marion  Eeno,  born 
June  30,   1884;    Clarence  Wilbur,  May  27,   1886. 

In  educational  matters  Mr.  Johnston  is  an  en- 
thusiast, and  he  and  his  wifo  both  take  a  very 
ardent  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
profession.  As  a  teacher  he  is  popular,  both  with 
pupils  and  parents,  and  his  school  is  a  model  for 
its  disci[)line  and  perfect  system  of  conduct. 


HRISTOPH  SALZMAN,  a  thrifty  German 
farmer  of  Rook's  Creek  Township,  owns 
eighty  acres  of  good  land  which  he  has  cul- 
tivated successfully  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  and 
upon  which  he  has  erected  a  substantial  and  com- 
fortable residence,  a  goofi  barn  and  all  the  build- 
ings required  by  the  intelligent  agriculliuist.  He 
is  held  in  respect  as  a  useful  member  of  the  com- 
munity, and  for  the  Inst  ten  years  has  served  as 
School  Director,  although  he  would  prefer  to  attend 
stricti}'  to  his  fanning  affairs  without  being  the  in- 
cumbent of  any  olllce.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Fatherland,  and  after  becoming  a  naturalized  citi- 
zen   cast   his  first  l-'residential  vote  for  Abraham 


Lincoln,  whom  he  saw  and  heard  speak  at  Havana 
at  the  time  he  was  candidate  for  Senator. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Saxe 
AVeimar,  Germany,  Jan.  23,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of 
Christopher  and  Dorothea  (Schwinger)  Salzman, 
also  of  German  birth  and  parentage,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  their  native  land.  The  mother  died 
while  a  j'oung  woman,  when  our  subject  was  but 
three  or  four  weeks  old.  He  was  then  taken  by 
his  maternal  grandparents,  Johannes  and  Anna 
Elizabeth  (Tuchscha)  Schwinger,  and  when  a 
young  man  accompanied  them  to  the  United  States. 
His  grandfather  died  at  Cape  Girardeau  while  en 
route  for  St.  Louis,  while  the  steamer  was  blockaded 
by  ice.  Grandmother  Schwingei'  survived  her  hus- 
band several  years,  and  came  to  Mason  County, 
111.,  where  her  death  took  place  in  the  spring  of 
1856.  The  father  of  our  subject  married  a  second 
time  and  reared  quite  a  large  famil\',  all  of  whom 
remained  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Salzman,  upon  coming  to  this  country  in 
1853,  landed  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  whence 
he  at  once  proceeded  to  Havana,  111.,  where  he 
worked  on  a  farm  about  three  3'ears,  and  was  after- 
ward emploj'ed  in  the  store  of  Walker  &  Hancock 
four  years.  He  was  married,  March  13,  1862,  to 
Miss  Mary  Sehmale,  and  soon  afterward  rented  a 
tract  of  land  in  Mason  County,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  four  years.  Then  going  to  Havana  he 
took  a  clerkship  under  J.  W.  Jones,  which  he  held 
two  years,  when  he  decided  to  return  to  rural  pur- 
suits, and  in  1869  located  upon  his  present  farm. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Salzman  there  have  been  born 
nine  children,  as  follows:  The  eldest  son,  William 
Henr3%  born  Dec.  28,  1862,  remains  at  home  with 
his  parents;  Dorothea,  born  Dec.  18,  1864,  is  the 
wife  of  John  Attig,  a  farmer  of  Rook's  Creek  Town- 
ship, and  the  mother  of  one  child  ;  Frederick,  born 
Oct.  19,  1866,  remains  at  home  with  his  [parents; 
George  Louis,  born  April  30,  1869;  Maria  Louisa, 
Jan.  9,  1872;  Sophia  E.,  Oct.  20,  1874;  Albert, 
April  2.  1877;  Anna  C,  Jan.  15,  1880,  and  Emma 
L.,  March  20,   1882. 

Mrs.  Salzman  is  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Sophia  (Bulks)  Sehmale.  Her  father  was  born 
about  1807  and  died  Aug.  28,  1855.  The  mother 
was    born    May  4,   1805,  and  died  Aug.  28,  1877.  ^  * 
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They  were  married  about  1835-36.  Mrs.  S.  was 
the  second  child  of  four  children  who  all  lived  to 
years  of  maturity.  Her  sister  Catherine  died  when 
twenty-one  years  old.  Henry  married  Mrs.  Nancy 
(Schwartz)  Bohlander,  has  two  children,  and  is 
farming  in  Rook's  Creek  Township.  Louisa,  Mrs. 
Louis  Zelle,  is  the  mother  of  eight  children,  and 
lives  in  Havana,  where  her  husband  is  engaged  in 
the  grocery  trade.  Mrs.  S.  has  a  faint  recollection  of 
her  paternal  grandmother,  who  lived  to  be  quite 
aged. 

Mr.  Salzman  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  has  inherited 
the  praise  worth}- qualities  of  a  long  line  of  substan- 
tial Grerman  ancestry. 


'  NTON  G.  JACOBS,  a  prosperous  German 
farmer    of   Rook's  Creek  Township,   owns 
nearlj'  300  acres  of  valuable  land  on  sec- 
5^  tion  34,  which  is  thoroughly  drained  with 

tile  and  provided  with  a  substantial  residence,  a 
good  barn,  ample  corn  cribs,  and  a  fine  assortment 
of  live-stock,  including  cattle,  horses  and  swine. 
Mr.  J.  has  been  largel.y  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  since  starting  out  in  life,  and  his  posses- 
sions are  mainly  the  result  of  his  own  industry. 
His  time  has  been  principally  employed  in  attend- 
ing to  his  own  concerns,  and  the  result  has  been 
very  satisfactory.  He  is  independent  in  politics, 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  and  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Jacobs  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Hanover, 
Germany,  Jan.  10,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  Anton 
G.  and  Mary  (Rebelf)  Jacobs,  natives  of  the  same 
country.  They  emigrated  to  America  in  1855, 
and  proceeding  directly  westward,  took  up  their 
residence  first  in  Peoria,  on  the  28th  of  June, 
whence  they  removed  the  following  month  to 
Woodford  County,  where  the  father  purchased  the 
farm  on  which  he  still  resides.  He  is  a  gentleman 
who  appreciates  the  advantages  of  education,  and 
left  his  native  laud  for  the  sake  of  his  children, 
who  he  considered  would  have  better  advantages, 
both  socially  and  financially,  in  the  New  World. 
4*  


He  had  himself  been  fairly  educated  in  his  native 
tongue,  and  pursued  his  >tudies  after  coming  to 
this  country. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob 
Harmon  Jacobs,  died  in  the  Fatherland  about  1851. 
The  gi-andmother,  who  was  born  about  1783,  sur- 
vived her  husband  several  years,  and  died  in  her 
native  Provhice  when  about  ninetj'-four  years  old. 
Her  family  is  of  German  ancestry,  as  far  back  as 
our  subject  has  any  record.  Mr.  Jacobs  was  the 
fifth  child  in  a  family  of  seven,  who  lived  to  mature 
years:  Henrietta  was  married,  and  died  childless; 
Lamert,  married  and  the  father  of  three  girls,  lives 
in  Woodford  County;  Mary,  Mrs.  Fritz  Zachgo,  is 
the  mother  of  nine  or  ten  children,  and  a  resident 
of  McLean  County;  Margaret  married  John  Will- 
iams, of  Woodford  County,  and  has  five  children; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  Christian  Reiner,  has  four 
children  and  lives  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Jacobs  remained  on  his  father's  homestead 
until  twentj'-three  years  of  age,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried, Jan.  7,  18G8,  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Al- 
bert E.  and  Mary  W.  (Eadler)  Sathoff,  natives  of 
Germanj',  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1857,  when  their  daughter  Mary  was  seven  j'ears 
of  age.  Mrs.  Jacobs  was  born  Jan.  4,  1850,  and 
was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  eight  children. 
After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacobs  settled 
down  on  a  farm  in  Woodruff  Count}',  where  they 
remained  seven  years,  when  they  removed  to  Ben- 
son, and  in  1881  took  possession  of  a  part  of  their 
present  homestead.  Mr.  J.  first  purchased  160 
acres,  to  which  he  afterward  added  126  more. 
Upon  this  he  has  effected  fine  improvements,  build- 
ing up  a  country  home  which  is  the  admiration  of 
all  who  pass  b}'  it.  The  household  circle  includes 
nine  children,  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  The 
eldest  son,  Jacob  Harmon,  named  after  his  pater- 
nal great-grandfather,  was  born  Nov.  7,  1868; 
Mary,  Oct.  31,  1870;  Albert  E..  Aug.  16,  1872; 
Anton  E.,  May  12,  1874;  Henrietta  C,  Aug.  18, 
1876;  Gesena,  Dec.  1.  1878;  John  M.,  Nov.  10, 
1880;  Hajo  E.,  June  8,  1882;  Bennett  L.,  July  13, 
1886. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Jlrs.  Jacobs  are  re- 
corded as  follows :  Bena  was  married  in  earlj'  man- 
hood, and  followed  the  sea,  being  Captain  of  a  sail- 
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iiig- vessel;  their  home  was  in  Germany,  where  his 
wife  diet!  in  1885.  leaving  four  children.  John  is 
married,  has  throe  children,  and  lives  in  Kansas; 
Jesina,  Mrs.  Eddie  Wollzen.  has  four  children  and 
lives  in  Woodford  Count}';  Bernardina,  Mrs.  Al- 
bert Woltzen.  has  thirteen  children,  and  is  also  a 
resident  of  AVoodford  County;  Hajo  married  Miss 
Phebe  Franks,  has  seven  children,  and  lives  in  Mc- 
Lean County;  Albert  E..  married,  and  the  father 
of  six  children,  lives  in  Woodford  County. 

-;;^t^  ^"^s^  {i^"*  <^=;.t-- 

UDOLPH  EISELE.  Lying  on  section  17, 
Book's  Creek  Township,  is  one  of  the  most 
ik^  '\V\  valuable  farms  of  that  locality,  the  eultiva- 
>tion  of  which  has  been  in  the  skillful  hands 
of  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  He  comes  of  excel- 
lent German  stock,  and  is  a  typical  representative 
of  that  reliable  element  to  which  the  AVest  is  so 
largely  indebted  for  its  development  and  progress. 
The  fair  prairies  of  Illinois  are  dotted  all  over  with 
the  substantial  homesteads  of  the  men  who  left  their 
native  land  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  New  AYorld, 
the  great  advantages  of  which  they  had  heard  in 
their  homes  across  the  water. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Germany 
on  the  17th  of  April,  1828,  his  parents  being  Jasper 
Eisele  and  Catherine  (Rosebaum)  Eisele,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  1852,  landing  in  New  Yorlc, 
where  they  remained  three  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Virginia,  residing  there  for  three  years.  He  at- 
tended school  for  eight  years  in  Germanj-,  as  is  re- 
quired by  the  compulsory  education  law  of  that 
country'.  Being  of  a  studious  nature,  he  made  rapid 
progi'ess  in  his  studies,  in  which  he  became  quite 
proficient.  From  A'irgiuia  Mr.  Eisele  came  AVest, 
locating  at  Peoria,  where  he  spent  a  portion  of  his 
time  on  a  farm,  after  vvhich  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  where  he  purchased  100  acres  of  laml. 
Mr.  Eisele  was  married  in  New  York,  in  1856,  to 
Elizabeth  Keck,  and  to  them  have  been  born  seyen 
children:  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy;  Minnie,  Mrs. 
Joseph  AVeliber,  lives  in  IJvingston  County;  John 
married  Miss  M.  S.  Fiigar,  and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek 
Township;  Elizabeth  resides  with  her  i)arents;  Ru- 
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dolph  and  David  are  twins,  born  in  1868,  and  live 
at  home;  Mary  Ann,  the  j-oungest,  lives  at  home 
also.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he  served 
for  six  months  in  the  Union  army.  On  account  of 
disability'  incurred  in  the  service,  he  has  asked  the 
Government  to  grant  him  a  pension,  but  his  applica- 
tion has  not  yet  been  finally  passed  upon. 

Mr.  Eisele  is  an  enterprising  and  energetic  far- 
mer, and  takes  considerable  pride  in  the  amount  and 
qualitj'  of  live  stock  that  he  raises.  His  farm  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  has  erected 
suitable  buildings  for  the  care  of  his  crops,  and  the 
shelter  of  his  domestic  animals.  He  has  a  comfort- 
able home,  with  pleasant  and  agreeable  surround- 
ings, and  enjoj'S  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  his 
neighbors. 
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^^EORGE  K.  HOKE,  one  of  thej'oungest  men 
in  business  upon  his  own  account 
ownship,  is  successful!}^  farming 
and  raising  stock  on  section  17.  He  is  a  native  of 
Livingston  County,  and  Union  Township,  and  was 
born  in  the  house  he  now  lives  in  on  the  17th  of 
December,  1862,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of 
seven  children  born  to  Samuel  and  Laura  (Kenney) 
Hoke,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
history  of  whom  appears  in  another  place  in  this 
Albim. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  wholly  to 
farm  life,  for  which  he  developed  considerable  apt- 
ness early  in  youth.  The  winters  of  his  boyhood 
were  devoted  to  attending  the  common  schools, 
and  he  received  a  very  fair  education.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years  he  concluded  to  tr}'  his  fort- 
unes in  the  AVest,  and  proceeded  to  Lincoln,  Neb., 
where  he  engaged  on  a  ranch  with  the  famous  Buf- 
falo Bill.  He  was  not  well  pleased  with  that  coun- 
try, however,  and  soon  returned  to  Illinois,  where 
he  concluded  to  remain  permanently.  He  began 
farming  for  himself  on  the  home  place,  where  he 
has  continued  until  the  present  time. 

Februar}'  10,  1887,  Mr.  lloke  was  married  to 
Emma  J.  Tanquarry,  second  child  in  a  family  of 
seven  born  to  Levi  and  Sarah  R.  (Mead)  Tanquarry, 
natives  of   Ohio  and    Illinois   respectively.     Mrs. 
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Hoke's  grandparerts  were  William  and  Elizabetli 
(Shackleford)  Tanqiiarrj^  natives  of  Ohio,  and  her 
maternal  urandparents  were  George  W.  and  Lj'dia 
(Perkins)  Mead,  natives  of  Ohio.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Hoke  came  to  Livingston  County  in  18G7, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  about  ten  miles  west  of  Pon- 
tiac,  where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
father,  which  occurred  June  12,  1874.  The  mother 
still  survives,  and  lives  at  Pontiae.  Levi  Tan- 
quarry,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hoke,  served  in  the 
Union  army  for  a  time,  but  his  health  became  so 
badly  impaired  that  he  was  compelled  to  accept  a 
discharge  and  return  home.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  during  his  whole  life,  and 
was  a  Christian  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He 
was  largely  identified  with  all  the  progressive  strides 
made  by  Livingston  County.  For  very  manj' 
years  he  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternitj',  and  religiously  carried  out  its  principles. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoke  have  settled  on  the  farm  lo- 
cated on  section  17,  where  they  expect  to  make 
their  permanent  home,  and  will  expend  their  best 
energies  in  surrounding  themselves  with  all  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  obtainable.  Mr.  Hoke 
is  not  much  interested  in  political  matters,  and  pro- 
poses to  leave  politics  to  the  care  of  politicians, 
while  he  will  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  affairs  of 
his  farm.  Mrs.  Hoke  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  she  takes  an  active 
part,  and  they  are  botii  earnest  workers  in  the 
cause  of  temperance. 

tHOMAS  C.  KIDDER.  This  gentleman's 
farm,  pleasantly  located  on  section  25  in 
Rook's  Creek  Township,  comprises  a  valua- 
ble tract  of  eight}-  acres  of  land,  provided  with  a 
good  residence  and  all  suitable  buildings.  This  to 
him  is  all  the  more  valuable  because  it  was  the 
homestead  of  his  father,  who  settled  here  upon  his 
arrival  in  this  county  about  1856.  Mr.  K.,  in  ad- 
dition to  general  farming  has  given  much  attention 
of  late  years  to  stock-raising,  in  which  he  has  met 
with  success. 

Mr.  Kidder  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State,  hav- 
ing  been    born  in  La  Salle  County,  Feb.  9,  1850. 
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His  parents,  Abel  C.  and  Naucy  (Chamberlain) 
Kidder,  were  natives  respectively  of  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts,  the  father  born  in  1800  and  the 
mother  in  1814.  They  subsequently  became  resi- 
dents of  Ohio,  vvlience  they  removed  to  this  State 
at  an  earl}'  day  and  shared  with  tiie  pioneers  of 
that  time  the  hardships  and  dangers  incident  to  life 
in  a  new  settlement.  Abel  Kidder  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Rook's  Creek  Township,  in  1S(;8, 
and  tiie  mother  Jan.  27,  1882. 

Our  subject  after  the  deatii  of  his  father  took 
charge  of  the  homestead,  upon  which  he  has  since 
remained,  effecting  many  improvements  as  the 
years  have  passed  bj'.  To  this  home  lie  brought  a 
bride  in  1871,  namely  Miss  Alice  B.  Cook,  whom 
he  married  November  30  of  that  year.  They  have 
no  children.  Mrs.  Kidder  is  the  daughter  of  Micajah 
and  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Cook,  and  the  twelfth  In  a 
family  of  tliirteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. She  was  born  March  4,  1850.  Micajah  Cook 
was  born  in  Virginia,  Feb.  27,  1808,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  in  Kentuckj-,  Feb.  16,  1809.  The}'  were 
married  Nov.  3,  1829,  and  made  their  home  in 
Fayette  County,  Ky.,  until  their  removal  to  Illi- 
nois. They  located  upon  a  farm  in  Livingston, 
Pike  Township,  where  the  mother  departed  tliis 
life  April  22,  1871. 

Mr.  Cook  is  still  living,  and  makes  his  iiome  with 
his  daughter  Alice.  Francis  N.  Cook,  a  brother  of 
Mrs.  Kidder,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army, 
belonging  to  the  77th  Illinois  Infantry.  He  took 
part  in  two  or  three  important  battles,  and  after- 
ward contracted  a  disease  from  which  he  died  the 
day  after  his  arrival  home,  in  1862. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  five 
children.  His  sister  is  now  the  wife  of  Wilson 
Breckenridge,  of  Kansas,  and  the  mother  of  four 
children.  William  P.  Kidder,  tlie  eldest  son,  was 
born  in  La  Salle  County  about  1842.  Upcm  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the  20th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  after  jiarticipating  in  the  bat- 
tle at  Ft.  Donelson  was  killed  in  tlie  eng.agement  at 
Shiloh  while  lighting  in  the  front  ranks.  Mr.  Kid- 
der cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant 
in  1872,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  i)arty.  Although  never 
an   office-seeker  he  has  maintained  a  warm  interest 
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in  the  general  welfare  of  his  fellow- citizens,  and 
has  served  as  School  Director  six  j-ears.  He  is; 
ranked  anion"-  the  representative  men  of  his  com- 
niHuity.  where  he  is  held  in  universal  e.'tcem. 

iT  ENRY  KKMINGTON,  retired  merchant 
lr)\',  and  grain  dealer,  is  the  owner  of  a  pleasant 
i«^^^  home  in  Fairbury,  where  he  is  spending  his 
^p  declining  years  in  the  ease  and  quiet  justly 
earned  by  tlie  labors  of  his  earlier  manhood.  He 
is  a  native  of  Siitiield,  Hartford  Co.,  Conn.,  where 
he  began  life  Dee.  14,  1820.  His  earlj'  education 
was  conducted  in  the  common  scliools,  and  when 
fifteen  years  of  age  he  pursued  the  liigher  branches 
in  an  aeademj-  five  years.  The  most  of  his  time 
he  lived  ujion  his  father's  farm,  and  early  in  life, 
after  completing  liis  studies,  embarlced  in  business 
as  a  grain  dealer,  locating  first  at  Camden,  N.  C. 
He  was  a  resident  of  that  town  two  jears,  and  be- 
sides his  grain  operations  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising. The  two  j-ears  following  he  spent  in 
]Mississij>pi  and  Louisiana,  and  migrated  from  the 
latter  .State  to  Illinois  in  1S47. 

While  a  resident  of  East  Granby,  Conn.,  Mr. 
Remington  was  married,  in  1846,  to  Miss  C'hloe  II. 
Alderman,  the  wedding  taking  itlace  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  on  tiie  31st  of  May.  Mrs.  R.  was  born 
in  Chester,  Mass.,  Aju-il  13,  1822,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Harvey  and  Sarah  (Holcomb)  Alderman. 
She  came  to  Illinois  with  her  husband,  and  they 
first  located  at  Kaneville,  Kane  County,  where  they 
resided  four  j-ears.  Mr.  Remington  engaged  in 
farming,  and  afterward  purchased  a  stock  of  gen- 
eral merchandise,  and  continued  in  trade  about 
seven  years.  He  sold  out  in  the  fall  uf  1859,  and 
coming  to  Fairbury  established  his  prese}it  business, 
which  lias  been  marked  with  success  from  the  be- 
ginning. Ml',  and  Mrs.  K.  iiave  one  child  only,  a 
son,  Alljert  II.,  who  was  liorn  Feb.  .">,  18,50,  and 
after  reaching  manhood  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
No3'ce.  lie  is  now  eng.agod  in  real  estate  and  as 
a  grain  dealer  at  Fairbury. 

Besides  Ins  village  propiily,  wjiieli  consists  of  a 
fine  dwelling  with  amijlc  grounds,  Mr.  Remington 
owns    ten    .acres   of   valuable  land  adjacent,  upon 


which  he  keeps  ten  fine  Jersey  cows.  He  has  al- 
ways taken  a  warm  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his 
adopted  town,  and  is  the  encourager  of  those  en- 
terprises tending  to  its  advancement.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Henry  Clay,  and  has 
alwaj's  been  a  stanch  Republican.  Socially  he  is  a 
Knight  Templar  in  the  Masonic  fraternity;  he 
became  identified  with  Masonry  in  1854,  while  a 
resident  of  Kane  County.  He  was  reared  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Remington 
is  a  Presbyterian. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Isaac  and  Abigail 
(Gillette)  Remington,  were  natives  of  Connecticut, 
and  of  English  ancestry.  Their  family  included 
three  children — Chauney,  Daniel,  and  Henry,  our 
subject;  the  latter  is  the  only  immediate  represent- 
ative living,  his  brothers  and  his  parents  being 
deceased. 

'^j  H.  GUPPY*"  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers 
of  Pontiac  Township,  who  at  the  age  of 
forty  3'ears  was  the  owner  of  an  excellent 
farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  has  been  able  to 
purchase  as  the  result  of  hard  work.  Mr.  Guppy 
is  a  native  of  Toronto,  Canada,  where  he  was  born 
on  the  21st  of  July,  1846,  his  father  being  Emanuel 
Guppy,  a  native  of  England,  who  emigrated  to 
Canada  in  1840.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent 
his  first  eight  years  in  Canada,  when  he  removed 
with  his  father  to  Waukegan,  Lake  Co.,  111.,  where 
he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
Civil  War.  lie  was  deprived  of  the  care  and 
affectionate  training  of  a  mother,  she  having  died 
when  he  was  but  seven  years  of  age.  Being  left 
almost  entirely  upon  his  own  resources,  and  having 
to  shift  for  himself,  he  did  not  have  much  oppor- 
tunity for  securing  an  education. 

In  April,  1862,  Mr.  Guppy  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  134th  Illinois  Infantry,  which  was  one  of  the 
100  days'  regiments,  and  served  with  the  regiment 
until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  In 
the  following  spring  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  C, 
155th  Illinois  Infantry,  thus  participating  in  army 
service,  principally  guard  duty,  for  about  seven 
months,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  1863. 
He  came  to  Livingston   County  in   the  spring  of 
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1864.  Since  his  return  from  the  army  he  has  re- 
sided in  this  county. 

On  the  .31st  of  December,  1874,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Lulie,  born  Aug.  31,  1851, 
on  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Esther  Lulje.  Her  parents  came  to  Livingston 
about  1862.  Mr.  Guppj'  lived  in  Odell  Township 
until  1883,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  ICO  acres 
on  section  14,  Pontiac  Township,  where  he  now 
resides.  As  was  said  at  the  opening  of  this  sketch, 
he  is  a  self-made  man,  and  has  obtained  the  owner- 
ship of  a  good  farm  under  the  most  adverse  cir- 
cumstances and  greatest  discouragements. 

Mr.  and  Sirs.  Guppy  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  William  J.,  born  Jan.  28,  1876  ;  Mary  E., 
Sept.  27, 1879,  and  Harvey  J.,  Dec.  9,  1884.  Hav- 
ing overcome  all  the  difficulties  which  surrounded 
them  at  the  beginning  of  their  married  life,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Guppy  are  now  living  in  contentment, 
and  are  very  hopeful  for  the  future.  While  not 
taking  a  very  active  part  in  political  matters  Mr. 
Guppy  patriotically  prides  himself  on  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  party,  and  freely  does  what 
he  can  for  the  success  of  that  political  organization. 


'ilJOHN  W.  MILLS,  Supervisor  of  Reading 
Township,  has  a  fine  farm  of  320  acres  on 
sections  16  and  21,  and  is  largely  engaged 
in  the  breeding  of  Short-horn  cattle.  He 
has  been  a  resident  of  the  Prairie  State  since  1854, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  most  enterprising  and 
wide-awake  men  of  Livingston  County.  The  farm 
is  finel}'  located  and  embellished  with  a  handsome 
set  of  frame  buildings,  including  a  tasteful  dwelling, 
a  good  barn,  and  the  other  structures  required  bj^ 
the  modern  agriculturist  for  the  successful  prosecu- 
tion of  his  calling.  A  view  of  the  place  is  shown 
on  another  page  of  this  work.  Mr.  Mills  has  built 
up  one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  this  section  of 
country,  and  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner 
in  which  he  has  contributed  to  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  Reading  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  the  town    of  Sabina, 


Clinton  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1835,  and  is 
the  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Bennett)  Mills,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky.  Dan- 
iel Mills  was  born  April  17,  1781,  and  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Reading  Township,  Feb.  6,  1868. 
His  wife,  Mary,  was  born  April  16,  1793,  and  died 
also  in  this  township  Nov.  2,  1877.  They  were 
married  in  Ohio,  Feb.  9,  1815,  and  became  parents 
of  the  children  bearing  the  following  names: 
Thomas,  Elizabeth,  Louisa,  James,  Joshua  C,  Mar- 
tha, Elma,  Maria,  Mary,  Margaret,  Melissa,  Letitia, 
Elvira  and  John  W.  (twins),  and  Louis  Clark. 

Mr.  Mills  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  and  early  in  life  began  to  lay  his  plans  for 
the  future.  When  about  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
started  for  the  West,  and  finding  no  place  which 
suited  him  better  than  this  county,  located  here 
and  has  since  remained,  being  now  a  resident  for  a 
period  of  thirty-three  years.  He  first  took  up  his 
residence  in  Reading  Township,  and  in  due  time 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Lucy  E.  Coe,  who 
became  his  wife  March  31,  1864.  Mrs.  Mills  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Wilkinson)  Coe,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Connecticut  and  Vermont,  and 
was  born  Feb.  5,  1842,  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio. 
John  Coe  was  born  Feb.  20,  1811,  and  departed 
this  life  Oct.  5,  1862.  His  wife,  Nancy,  was  born 
Aug.  13,  1813,  and  passed  away  at  her  home  Feb. 
10,  1874. 

The  children  of  the  parental  household  of  Mrs. 
Mills  were,  Dauiel  T.,  now  a  resident  of  Sheridan, 
La  Salle  Co.,  111.;  Clara  E.,  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Whit- 
ney, of  Peoria,  traveling  correspondent  of  the 
Transcript;  Lucy  E.,  the  wife  of  our  subject;  Al- 
bert, who  resides  in  Kansas;  Arthur,  who  died 
when  fourteen  months  old;  Amie  L.,  the  wife  of 
W.  T.  Clark,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Reading- 
Township.  The  parents  were  devoted  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  father  served 
one  year  in  the  Union  arm3%  being  assigned  to  duty 
at  Johnston's  Island,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where 
he  contracted,  a  fever  which  resulted  in  his  death. 
He  died  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  his  remains  were 
taken  to  his  home  in  Geauga  Count3%  Ohio,  for 
burial. 

The  four  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  all 
at  home  with  their  parents.     The  eldest  son,  Fred- 
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die  E..  was  born  July  10,  18G8,  and  after  complet- 
ing his  studies  in  the  common  schools,  entered  the 
business  college  at  Peoria,  111.  He,  together  with 
his  sister,  Clara  E.,  has  developed  uncommon  musi- 
cal t^ilent,  which  is  often  utilized  in  the  social  as- 
semblies of  their  neighborhood  and  church.  Clara 
Eveline  was  born  Aug.  13,  1872;  Charles  Franklin, 
April  13,  1877,  and  Albert  Roy,  April  23,  1881. 

Mr.  :MilIs  was  first  elected  Supervisor  in  1876. 
He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  councils  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  and  served  as  Assessor  four  years, 
besides  being  Commissioner,  School  Treasurer  and 
School  Trustee.  With  his  estimable  wife  he  is  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  politically,  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

"We  give  in  connection  with  this  brief  sketch  of 
one  lof  Livingston  County's  representative  citi- 
zens, the  portrait  of  the  man  of  whom  we  write, 
and  as  an  appropriate  companion  picture,  that  of 
his  estimable  wife. 

JOHN  LOAR.  "Like  father  like  son"  is  an 
old  saying,  and  it  is  a  pretty  trite  one.  The 
man  who  commences  the  struggle  of  life 
without  anything  but  willing  hands  and  a 
brave  heart,  and  fights  successfully  through  until  the 
end,  generallj'  transmits  to  his  children  an  indom- 
itable will,  and  a  courage  which  makes  them  suc- 
cessful in  life.  Such  can  be  said  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  and  stock-grower  on 
section  18,  Belle  Prairie  Township.  He  was  born 
in  Greene  Countj',  Pa.,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1826, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Hester  (Stephens) 
Loar,  natives  of  Marj-Iand  and  Pennsylvania  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  born  on  the  28th  of 
November,  1789,  and  died  on  the  5th  of  May, 
1873,  in  Pennsj'lvania.  He  was  all  his  life  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  commencing  his  career  as 
such  without  a  cent  of  capital,  and  long  before  his 
death  he  had  accumulated  a  conipetinicy.  He  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Protestant  Meth- 
odist Church,  and  in  early  times  the  meetings  of 
that  denomination  were  h<;Id  at  their  residence. 
The  mother  was   born   in  June,  17'Jl,and  died  in 


December,  1881,  both  dying  on  the  same  farm  in  . 
Pennsylvania.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children,  eleven  of  whom  they  reared  to  man  and 
womanhood :  Sarah ;  Jacob,  who  held  the  office  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  fifteen  years;  George,  who  is  a 
minister;  Appollos,  a  physician  and  Christian  minis- 
ter in  Richmond,  Ind.;  Adam  died  in  childhood; 
Martha ;  John ;  Henry  died  at  the  age  of  eight  3ears ; 
Dr.  James  Loar,  of  Bloomington,  111.;  Nancy  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years;  Levi,  Hester  J.,  Lauy  A. 
and  Elizabeth. 

John  Loar  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  White  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1847.  the  Rev.  Foredyce,  of  the 
Protestant  Methodist  Church,  officiating.  She  was 
born  on  the  24th  of  April,  1826,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  David  and  Leah  (Straschneider) 
White,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  was  born  in  1795,  and  is  still  living,  a  hale 
and  hearty  old  man  of  ninety-two  years.  On  the 
day  after  his  ninetieth  bu-thday  he  delivered  a  vevy 
fine  discourse  in  the  same  school -house  where  he 
studied  eighty  years  before,  this  house  standing  on 
the  same  farm  where  he  was  born  and  reared.  He 
displays  considerable  agility,  and  can  run  and 
jump  with  nearly  as  much  ease  as  he  could  sixty 
years  ago.  He  indulges  considerably  in  horseback 
riding,  and  in  1856  he  rode  from  his  home  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  Missouri  in  the  month  of  December. 
He  has  been  preaching  since  1820.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in  April,  1865.  She 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
her  husband  is  credited  with  being  the  oldest  liv- 
ing minister  of  that  denomination.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children — Elizabeth,  Israel, 
Sarah,  Mariah,  Eliza  J.,  Reason,  Mary  A.,  and 
Christina,  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loar  have  had  ten  children : 
Thomas  J.,  now  teaching  school  in  Kansas;  Martha 
J.,  David  W.,  Elizabeth  S. ;  George,  druggist  and 
Postmaster  in  Cropsey,  McLean  Co.,  111.;  Emma 
F.,  a  school  teacher;  James  L.,  a  lawyer,  and 
graduate  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. ;  Fafayette  died 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  months  in  the  year  1868; 
Ida  B.  and  Artie  M.  Mr.  Loar  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1 868  and  located  on  a  farm  of  1 60  acres  on 
section  18,  on  which  he  has  continuously  resided 
since.     In    the  manat;enient   of  his  farm    and  the 
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raising  of  graded  stock,  lie  displays  unusual  enter- 
prise, and  encourages  all  organizations  that  are  in- 
tended to  further  the  interests  of  the  agricultur- 
ists and  stock-raisers.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Livingston  County  Fair  Association,  and  also  in 
the  Belle  Prairie  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, chartered  Jan.  14,  1874,  for  a  term  of  twenty 
years.  As  a  sample  of  the  productiveness  of  his 
farm  it  may  be  stated  that  in  1871  he  cut  twenty- 
four  tons  of  hay  on  ten  acres  of  land,  and  sold 
$600  worth  of  apples  that  were  raised  on  the  same 
ten  acres,  and  in  1881  the  product  of  the  orchard 
was  $550  worth  of  apples.  There  are  GOO  rods  of 
tile  drain  on  the  farm. 

The  familj'  of  Mr.  Loar  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  office 
of  Elder  for  many  years.  He  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  upon  all  proper  occasions  gives  evidence 
of  the  political  faith  that  is  in  him. 

AMUEL  EARP,  one  of  the  pioneer  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Livingston  County, 
resides  on  section  4  of  Rook's  Creek  Town- 
ship. He  is  the  son  of  William  Earp,  and 
was  born  on  the  31st  of  May,  1829,  at  New  Gar- 
den, Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio.  In  1856  he  removed 
to  Wisconsin,  where  he  staid  one  summer,  and  then 
to  Livingston  County,  111.,  and  settled  in  the 
neighborhood  where  he  now  resides. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
in  England  about  the  year  1803,  and  came  to  the 
United  .States  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  landing 
at  Philadelphia  on  his  fourteenth  birthday.  His 
memory  serves  him  so  well  that  he  remembers  the 
return  of  soldiers  to  England  after  the  defeat  of 
Napoleon  at  Waterloo.  He  witnessed  the  review 
of  the  American  soldiers  by  Gen.  La  Fayette  at 
Philadelphia,  in  1824.  He  had  traveled  over  En- 
gland quite  extensively  in  his  boyhood  days  in 
company  with  an  older  brother,  who  was  engaged 
in  selling  pottery,  and  was  present  when  he  sold  a 
set  of  chinaware  to  Queen  Victoria,  before  she  was 
crowned  ;  while  in  Philadelphia  he  learned  the  trade 
of  making  boots  and  shoes.     He    was   married    in 


I 


Pittsburgh  about  1827,  and  some  time  after  this 
moved  to  Ohio  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
the  father  of  four  sons:  Samuel;  James,  who  is 
single  and  lives  in  Livingston  County;  Charles  W. 
died  Dec.   15,  1868;  George  died  in  infancy. 

Samuel  Earp  received  more  than  an  ordinary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  attended 
the  High  School  in  Richmond,  Jefferson  Co.,  Ohio. 
He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1860,  and  has  been  a  constant  and  firm 
supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
ever  since.  He  has  filled  nearly  all  the  viirious 
township  offices,  having  served  .is  Commissioner  of 
Highways  a  number  of  terms,  and  been  thi-ee  times 
elected  as  Supervisor,  and  each  of  these  places  of 
trust  he  h.as  filled  with  such  honesty  and  ability 
that  great  satisfaction  was  given  the  people.  Mr. 
Earp  is  a  man  of  very  generous  impulses,  and  has 
made  it  a  practice  throughout  life  to  assist  all 
worthy  persons  who  applied  to  him  for  aid.  Being 
a  firm  believer  in  pure  Christianity  and  apostolic 
simplicity,  his  inclinations  are  toward  the  Christian 
Church.  Charles  Earp,  a  brother  of  Samuel,  was 
in  the  Union  army  during  the  war,  and  served 
under  Gen.  Sherman,  taking  part  in  that  memora- 
ble march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  In  that  cam- 
paign he  contracted  consumption,  from  which  he 
never  recovered,  and  died  soon  after  returning 
from  the  army. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1858,  Mr.  Earp  was  mar- 
ried to  Caroline  Earp,  daughter  of  Charles  Earp, 
of  Livingston  County.  She  is  a  cousin,  and  was 
born  on  the  18th  of  Februar}^  1834,  in  Norwalk, 
Ohio.  Her  mother  was  born  on  the  26th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1811,  in  England,  and  during  the  first  five 
years  of  her  life  lived  in  Derbyshire,  and  at  that 
age  accompanied  her  father  to  the  United  States, 
landing  in  Baltimore,  and  going  directly  to  Co- 
lumbiana County,  Ohio,  by  wagon.  Her  mother 
had  died  shortly  before.  John  Morledge,  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Earp,  was  born  in  England 
about  1774,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  but 
after  he  removed  to  the  United  States  and  settled 
in  Ohio  he  became  a  farmer,  .and  bought  a  half- 
section  of  land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
and  which  is  now  owned  l)y  John  Morledge,  a  son 
by  his  second  wife.     John  Morledge  was  a  member 


»^l^- 


•2-tS 


a 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


of  the  Church  of  England,  but  his  daughter  Esther 
has  never  been  a  member  of  any  church,  but  be- 
lieves that  pure  and  simple  religion  consists  in  A'is- 
iting  the  widow  and  fatherless  in  their  aftliction, 
and  keeping  unspotted  from  the  world.  Jlrs.  Earp 
is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


JAME8  W.  EISENHOWER,  farmer  and  mer- 
chant clerk,  is  spleudidl_y  situated  ou  sec- 
tion 20,  Rook's  Creek  Township.  He  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Jolin  F.  and  Catherine  J.  (Mil- 
ler) Eisenhower,  and  was  born  ou  the  8th  of  No- 
vember, 1835.  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
made  the  most  of  what  common-school  advantages 
there  were  in  Newburg,  Cumberland  County,  and 
remained  with  iiis  father,  who  was  at  that  time  a 
merchant,  until  he  was  about  twentj"^  years  of  age, 
when  he  was  married  to  Caroline  Harlin,  on  the 
13th  of  December,  18.o5.  For  two  years  after  his 
marriage  he  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  his  father's 
store.  A  son  was  born  to  him  and  his  wife  on  the 
29th  of  October,   18.56,  and  was  named  Theodore 

B.  In  February,  1859,  his  wife  died,  and  he 
moved  to  McLean  Countj^  111.,  leaving  the  child 
iu  the  care  of  his  parents.  After  locating  in  Mc- 
Lean Count}-,  he  rented  a  farm  for  one  j'ear,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  solil  what  property  he  pos- 
sessed, ami  engaged  to  work  by  the  month  for  nine 
months,  but  before  the  contract  expired  he  enlisted 
in  August,  18G2,  in  the  1st  Marine  Artillery  of 
New  York. 

During  its  service  the  regiment  was  mostly  em- 
ployed in  the  coast  defenses,  and  Mr.  Eisenhower 
was  activelj' engaged  in  three  battles;  the  first  at 
Kingston,  on  the  Neusn  River,  near  Newbern,  N. 

C,  in  which  the  Union  side  was  successful  in  capt- 
uring 600  prisoners.  Mr.  Eisenhower  thinks  one 
incident  of  the  battle  is  worthy  of  mention.  "Wlien 
part  of  the  men  who  were  doing  patrol  duty  began 
to  see  shot  and  shell  coming  near  they  concluded 
they  had  better  be  getting  out  of  there,  and  so  ex- 
pressed themselves.  Capt.  Smith,  of  the  17th  Mas- 
sachusetts, reassuringly  said.  ''Oh,  no;  tiiose  are 
from  our  cannon,  and  they  won't  hurt  us;"  but 
when   the   next  one  came  near,  pn^ssing  his  head 


against  the  side  of  a  house  which  stood  near,  he 
remarked  that  "we  had  better  be  getting  out  of 
here."  The  second  battle  was  what  is  known  as 
Dudley  Halls,  in  which  the  Union  forces  were  suc- 
cessful. Soon  after  they  were  in  the  battle  of 
Goldsboro,  where  they  burned  a  bridge  on  the 
road  leading  from  AYeldon  to  Richmond,  and  de- 
stroyed a  portion  of  the  track  in  order  to  shut 
supplies  out  of  Richmond.  Mr.  Eisenhower  went 
through  the  service  without  receiving  a  scratch, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  in  April,  1863. 

Upon  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Eisen- 
hower returned  to  his  home  in  Penns.ylvauia,  where 
he  again  married,  taking  for  his  wife  Miss  Susan 
Gunkel  (now  spelled  with  a  K  instead  of  a  G),  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1863.  He  then  came  back 
to  Illinois  and  farmed  in  McLean  Count}'  until  the 
fall  of  1805,  when  he  moved  to  Marshall  County, 
where  he  carried  on  farnung  until  the  fall  of  1867. 
In  that  year  they  moved  to  Woodford  County, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  re- 
mained there  two  years,  sold  out,  and  moved  back 
to  Marshall  County,  and  from  there  to  Livingston 
Count}',  in  the  fall  of  1869,  where  he  farmed  for 
two  and  one-half  years  on  land  belonging  to  his 
wife's  brother.  He  then  purchased  a  farm  of  120 
acres,  which  he  now  owns.  His  land  was  unim- 
proved when  it  came  into  his  possession,  but  he 
worked  upon  it  industriously,  and  soon  brought  it 
to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  honeycombed 
with  tiled  ditches,  and  where  trees  never  grew  be- 
fore he  has  planted  them,  and  they  now  afford  an 
abundance  of  shade.  He  has  an  excellent  set  of 
farm  buildings,  and  all  necessary  implements  and 
machinery  required  for  the  carrying  on  of  agricult- 
ure in  a  first-class  manner.  The  homestead  pre- 
sents one  of  the  attractive  points  in  the  landscape 
of  Rook's  Creek  Township. 

Mr.  p;isenhower's  eldest  son,  Theodore  B.,  is 
married,  and  lives  in  Albion,  Boone  Co.,  Neb.,  and 
is  a  traveling  express  messenger  on  a  branch  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railway.  By  the  second  marriage 
there  have  been  born  the  following  children: 
George  A.,  born  Aug.  1,  18G4,  married  Lucy  Ben- 
son, and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek  Township ;  William 
A.,  born  Aug.  27,  18()5,  lives  in  the  same  township; 
Edwin  K.,  born  Nov.  1,  1867,  is  single  and  lives  at 
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home.  Mr.  Eisenhower's  sons  are  now  conducting- 
the  farming  operations,  anrl  he  devotes  his  time  to 
the  raan.igement  of  Dr.  J.  Allen's  general  store  in 
Grayniont,  of  which  he  has  complete  control. 

Mrs.  Eisenhower  was  born  on  the  loth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Bar- 
bara (Houser)  Kunkel.  Her  parents  were  natives 
of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  Her  brothers  and  sis- 
ters were  as  follows:  The  eldest,  Martin,  died  in 
infancy;  John,  William,  Elizabeth,  Edwin,  George, 
Israel,  Catherine  and  Martin. 

"Ti  IfclLLIAM  F.  COOK.  One  of  the  younger 
\/iJ//  '"^"  *'^*^  farmers  who  is  destined  to  make 
V^^  his  impress  upon  the  historj'  of  Livingston 
County  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  a 
farm  of  100  acres  on  section  28,  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  Bntler  County,  Ohio, 
where  his  birth  took  place  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1853,  and  consequently  has  the  rare  privilege 
each  year  of  celebrating  the  anniversary  of  his 
birth  and  the  birth  of  the  Nation  simultaneously. 
He  is  the  son  of  Eli  and  Almeda  Cook,  who  were 
both  natives  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  were  pio- 
neers of  Butler  County.  The  father,  during  most 
of  his  life  in  Butler  County,  was  a  grain  dealer, 
and  from  him  his  son  inherited  considerable  busi- 
ness tact.  They  had  a  family  of  four  children — 
William  F.,  Charles  F.,  George  C.  and  Frank  J. 
The  father  died  in  Ohio  on  the  22d  of  June,  1885, 
and  after  his  death  the  mother  came  to  Livingston 
County  and  resided  with  her  sons  until  the  summer 
of  1887,  when  she  went  to  Pueblo  County,  Col., 
and  there  resides.  They  both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  were  very 
much  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  that  organization. 
So  far  as  political  matters  went  the  father  was  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  part3s  and  as 
such  was  widelj'  and  favorably  known  throughout 
Butler  County,  while  the  opposition  in  that  Demo- 
cratic stronghold  have  cause  to  remember  the  blows 
he  struck  in  defense  of  his  party. 

The  years  intervening  between-  the  birth  and 
manhood  of  Mr.  Cook  of  our  notice  were  spent  in 
Butler  County,   where  he   attended    the    common 


schools  regularly-  and  pursued  his  studies  so  assidu- 
ously that  he  received  more  than  an  average  edu- 
cation. Having  an  inclination  for  the  business 
affairs  of  life  he  took  a  thorough  course  in  book- 
keeping at  the  Hamilton  Business  College,  of 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  in  the  year  1 870,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  with  great  credit  to  himself. 
For  several  years  afterward  he  was  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  grain  trade,  and  had  entire  charge 
of  the  books  of  the  firm,  while  he  became  an  ex- 
pert grain  buyer.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  came  to 
Livingston  County,  where  for  the  first  year  of  his 
residence  he  engaged  in  work  on  a  farm  in  the  em- 
ploy of  John  A.  Knapp,  of  Pontiac.  For  the  next 
three  years  he  rented  farms  which  he  managed  suc- 
cessfully. In  1882  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  lives,  on  section  28,  Pontiac  Township, 
and  his  100  acres  are  as  fertile  and  productive  as 
any  similar  body  of  land  in  Livingston  County. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  1878,  Mr.  Cook  was  mar- 
ried to  Rosalind  Knapp,  daughter  of  John  A. 
Knapp,  the  gentleman  for  whom  he  worked  during 
the  first  year  of  his  residence  in  Livingston  County. 
They  have  two  children :  Emma  A.,  born  Dec. 
22,  1879,  and  Edna  B.,  born  May  3,  1881.  Mr. 
Cook  has  made  a  success  in  his  farming  operations 
unusual  with  men  who  are  not  bred  to  farm  life. 
Ever  since  he  became  a  voter  he  has  cast  his  ballot 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  are 
respected  members  of  societ3^  and  are  active  in  all 
things  intended  to  benefit  the  community. 


ff/^  UGH  D.  MACK.  This  gentleman,  who  lo- 
cated in  Avoca  Township  eleven  years  ago, 
purchased  a  quarter  of  section  30,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raisinsr,  and  is  accounted  one  of  its  most  enterpris- 
ino-  citizens.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Prairie 
State  for  a  period  of  thirt3'-four  j'ears,  having 
located  in  McLean  County,  near  Bloomington,  in 
1853,  whence  he  removed  to  this  county  in  1876, 
taking  possession  of  his  present  farm. 

Mr.  Mack  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
was  born  in  Harrison  County,  June  7,  1827.  His 
parents,  Samuel  and  Margaret  (Carnes)  Mack,  were 
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natives  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  early  in  life.  Their  household  included 
eleven  children,  of  whom  the  following  are  living: 
Isabella,  Hugh  D.,  .John,  David,  Ellen,  Lizzie, 
■William,  George  and  Robert.  Some  of  these  are 
located  in  Kansas,  others  in  Ohio,  where  the  parents 
are  now  living. 

Our  subject  remained  a  member  of  his  father's 
household  until  considerably  past  his  majority,  and 
after  passing  his  thirty-fifth  yeav,  was  united  in 
marriage,  on  the  10th  of  May,  1863,  to  Miss  Sarah 
A.  Fosset.  a  native  of  his  own  State,  who  came  to 
Illinois  in  1853.  They  have  three  children — Edith, 
Robert  and  Edna.  The  youngest  is  now  six  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Mack,  struggling  through  the  disad- 
vantages of  a  limited  education,  has  by  his  own  ef- 
forts acquired  sufficient  knowledge  of  business  mat- 
ters to  invest  his  money  in  a  judicious  manner,  .and 
has  attained  to  a  good  position,  both  socially  and 
financiall3\  He  and  his  estimable  lady  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  valued  in  the  communit_y.  His 
land  has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
and  the  farm  buildings,  neat  and  substantial,  are 
kept  in  good  order,  while  everything  about  the 
place  wears  the  air  of  comfort  and  plenty. 


JAMES  L.  ROBERTS,  the  well-known  and  en- 
terprising dealer  in  merchandise,  and  grain 
buyer  and  shipper,  of  the  town  of  Graymont, 
Livingston  Co.,  111.,  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Katherine  (Henkins)  Roberts,  and  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Pa.,  on  the  31st  of  August,  1847. 
In  1851  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Bureau 
County,  111.,  where  tiiey  rented  ground  and  farmed 
four  years.  In  18.55  they  moved  to  a  farm  in 
Putnam  County,  where  the  father  bought  ten  acres 
of  lanfl,  which  he  sold  in  1858,  and  then  moved  to 
Davis  County,  Mo.,  where  they  farmed  rented 
ground  until  the  fall  of  1861,  when  they  returned 
to  Illinois  and  located  in  De  Witt  County.  After 
remaining  in  this  count}'  until  1869  tiiey  came  to 
Livingston  County,  where  tlie  father  bought  forty 
acres  on  section  28,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  one 
rnile  south  of   where  the  town  of  Graymont  now 


stands.  In  1869  the  subject  of  this  sketch  bought 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  in  1874  still  another  fortj' 
adjoining  on  section  28.  He  continued  to  make 
Ills  home  at  his  father's  and  assisted  on  the  farm 
until  1880.  During  this  period  he  was  elected  Com- 
missioner of  Highways. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1880,  Mr.  Roberts  was 
married  to  Miss  Rachel  Jane  Lillie,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Smith)  Lillie,  at  the  residence  of 
W.  F.  Brydi.a,  in  Saunemin  Township,  Livingston 
County,  Rev.  G.  W.  Gue  officiating.  On  the  23d 
of  October,  in  partnership  with  Henry  Pample  & 
Co.,  he  opened  a  stock  of  general  merchandise  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Roberts,  Pample  <fe  Co.,  in 
Graymont.  This  was  among  the  first  establish- 
ments for  the  sale  of  general  merchandise  opened 
in  that  town.  This  partnership  continued  until 
June,  1882,  when  Pample  sold  out  to  B.  S.  Lillie, 
a  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Roberts.  The  firm  then 
became  Roberts  &  Lillie,  who  continued  the  busi- 
ness until  February,  1884,  when  Mr.  Roberts 
bought  out  Mr.  Lillie's  interest,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued the  business  bj'  himself.  In  the  fall  of  1885 
he  added  the  buying  and  shipping  of  grain  to  his 
regular  business,  and  was  the  prime  mover  in  secur- 
ing the  location  of  Graymont  at  its  present  site, 
assisting  also  very  materially  in  obtaining  the  right 
of  way  for  the  Kanliakee  Line  of  the  Middle  Divis- 
ion of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  Mr.  Roberts  re- 
ceived a  very  fair  common-school  education,  and 
in  addition  to  that  he  has  further  qualified  himself 
for  business  affairs  bj'  learning  book-keeping  and 
mastering  its  various  complications.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  man  of  public  spirit,  assisting  in  the 
building  of  churches  throughout  the  surrounding 
countr}'. 

Mr.  Roberts'  parents  were  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
on  or  near  the  line  of  Greene  Township,  the  father 
Nov.  27,  1811,  and  the  mother  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1820.  They  were  married  in  Pennsylvania  about 
the  year  1838.  Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  six  children:  the  oldest,  Eliza 
May,  died  in  infancy;  Lucretia  was  born  July  4, 
1842,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  with  her  parents  in 
Milford,  Montgomery  Co.,  Iowa;  Elijah  Peter  was 
born  on  the  14th  of  July,  1844;  he  enlisted  in 
August,   18G2,  in  Company  G.    107th  Illinois  In- 
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fantiy,  and  was  wounded  in  a  skirmish,  dying 
soon  after  in  a  hospital  at  Baltimore,  where  he  was 
buried.  James  L. ;  Margaret  Susannah,  born  Aug. 
-26,  1863,  and  Mariou  Morris,  born  April  23,  1859, 
are  unmarried  and  live  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  [Roberts'  paternal  grandfather,  James  Rob- 
erts, was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  30th  of  July, 
1787,  and  his  grandmother,  Lucretia  Morris,  on  the 
30th  of  April  of  the  same  3'ear.  They,  were  mar- 
ried on  the  15th  of  May,  1807,  and  moved  to  Han- 
cock County,  111.,  where  they  died.  The  great- 
grandfather was  born  in  New  Jersey  and  moved  to 
Pennsylvania  when  a  young  man;  his  father  was  a 
native  of  Wales.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
born  in  or  near  Greene  County,  Pa.,  the  grand- 
father, Elijah  Henkins,  on  the  22d  of  JMay,  1791, 
and  the  grandmother,  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Henkins, 
July  1,  1787.  They  were  married  about  1814. 
The  "grandmother  died  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1875,  and  was  buried  in  the  Lone  Tree  Graveyard, 
Bureau  County,  111.  The  grandfather  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  Aug.  6,  1887. 
Mr.  Roberts  remembers  seeing  his  maternal  great- 
grandmother,  and  says  she  lived  two  or  three  j'ears 
at  their  home  in  Illinois,  where  she  died  and  is 
buried  in  the  Lone  Tree  Graveyard.  He  thinks 
her  name  was  Lucretia  Brown,  and  he  saj's  he  car- 
ries scars  which  he  received  by  falling  on  her  iron 
kettle. 

The  wife  of  James  L.  Roberts  was  born  at 
Noblesville,  Ind.,  on  the  6th  of  September,  1851, 
and  moved  with  her  parents  to  Bloomington,  111., 
when  about  five  years  of  age.  They  remained 
there  but  one  j'ear  when  they  removed  to  Living- 
ston County,  where  the  father  bought  120  acres  of 
land  on  section  22.  She  attended  the  district  school 
during  her  girlhood,  and  received  a  very  fair  edu- 
cation. She  is  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living;  their  names 
are :  Margaret,  born  on  the  7th  of  November, 
1839,  married  to  William  T.  Brydia  Dec.  7,  1863, 
has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Livingston  County ; 
Letitia,  born  Nov.  29,  1841,  married  R.  M.  Hop- 
kins, has  five  children,  and  lives  in  McLean  Countj^ 
111. ;  Joseph,  born  July  2,  1843,  married  and  has 
three  children,  lives  in  Stephenson  County,  111. ; 
Eliza  B.,  born  April  25, 1845,  married  Robert  Shields 


Nov.  4,  1883,  has  five  children,  and  lives  in  Liv- 
ingston County;  James  W.,  born  March  4,  1847, 
has  one  child  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Benjamin  S., 
born  M.arch  25,  1849,  married  Sept.  14,  1886,  has 
one  child  and  lives  in  Broken  Bow,  Neb.;  Rachel 
Jane ;  Leonidas  L.  H.,  born  Oct.  5, 1  854,  is  unmarried 
and  lives  in  Williarasport,  Dak.;  Elvira,  born  April 
1,  1857,  married  Oscar  Pickering  March  17,  1886, 
and  lives  in  McLean  County;  Effle  K.,  born  July  23, 
1861,  married  Charles  Hopkins  Aug.  6,  1879,  has 
three  children,  and  lives  in  McLean  County;  Mary 
Eudena,  born  June  15,  1865,  is  unmarried  and  lives 
at  Lexington,  111.,  with  her  sister;  Williamette, 
born  May  13,  1869,  is  unmarried  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  sister  in  Gra3-mont. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Roberts  came  from  Delaware, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  30th  of  Maj',  1815;  the 
mother  was  born  in  Ohio  on  the  22d  of  February, 
1821.  They  were  married  Dec.  9,  1838.  The 
father  died  April  2,  1883,  and  the  mother  Feb.  16, 
1885;  the}'  are  both  buried  at  Pleasant  Hill  Ceme- 
tery, BIcLean  County,  111.  Her  maternal  grand- 
father, Benjamin  Smith,  was  born  Feb.  3,  1782, 
and  the  grandmother,  Rachel  Smith,  was  born  in 
1786. 


■^ 


•S^IDWARD  COLLINS,  an  old  and  respected 
l^  citizen  who,  besides  displaying  much  enter- 
/j[jr^  prise  in  his  business  affairs,  has  been  largely 
instrumental  in  building  up  the  schools  and  ad- 
vancing educational  interests  where  he  has  lived,  is 
a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  sections  17,  29  and  7, 
Union  Township.  He  was  born  in  County  Ros- 
common, Ireland,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1819, 
and  was  the  sixth  child  in  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  Patrick  and  Delia  (Eagan)  Collins, 
natives  of  Ireland.  The  paternal  grandparents 
were  Mark  and  Ellen  (Dowd)  Collins,  the  former  a 
prominent  politician  connected  with  the  Rebellion. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  Patrick  and  Julia 
(Regan)  Eagan.  Mr.  Eagan  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  at  the  time  the  French  invaded  Ireland.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Collins  was  a  farmer  b}'  occupation, 
and  died  in  Ireland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  farmer 
lad  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  where 
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such  fair  opportunities  were  aflforded  that  he  ob- 
tained a  good  education.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
his  school  life  ended,  and  at  the  age  of  twentj'-five 
he  was  married,  on  the  30th  of  June,  1844,  to  Em- 
ma AV.  Burke,  who  was  born  in  County  Galway, 
Ireland,  in  1825.  and  was  the  sixth  child  in  a  family 
of  eleven  born  to  James  and  Delia  (Barlow)  Burke, 
nativeslof  Ireland.  As  soon  as  they  were  married, 
Mr.  Collins  and  his  wife  prepared  to  come  to 
America,  and  in  August  of  that  year  sailed  from 
Liverpool  in  the  "New  Hampshire,"'  an  American 
sailing-vessel,  when  after  a  storm}'  voyage  of  nine 
weeks  and  three  days  thej-  landed  at  New  York  on 
the  1 3th  of  November.  They  lived  iu  New  York 
the  first  six  months  after  their  arrival,  where  Mr. 
C.  was  engaged  as  assistant  book-keeper.  They 
then  moved  to  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
engaged  iu  farming,  and  remained  for  nine  j'ears. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  thej'  started  for  the  West, 
where  they  first  located  in  Kendall  County,  111., 
and  engaged  in  farming  on  rented  land  for  twelve 
j-ears.  In  1865  thev  moved  to  Livingston  Count}-, 
where  they  had  purchased  160  acres  of  partly  im- 
proved laud  the  j-ear  before,  and  they  began  to 
make  for  themselves  a  home.  The  township  was 
not  yet  divided  into  districts,  and  Mr.  Collins  was 
largely  instrumental  in  the  advancement  of  the 
schools,  in  which  work  he  entered  with  enthusiasm. 
During  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  Mr.  Col- 
lins' settlement  in  Union  Township  he  has  added 
fort}-  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  besides  im- 
proving the  older  portion  of  tiie  farm,  and  now 
has  200  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  iu  the 
county,  which  he  has  stocked  with  fine  Durham 
cattle  and  Norman  horses.  He  has  a  thoroughbred 
Durham  registered  as  Hibernia,  and  a  large  stock 
of  well-bred  Poland-China  hogs.  Mr.  Collins  al- 
ways takes  an  interest  in  politics  and  is  now 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  although  he 
was  formerly  a  Kepubiicau.  It  has  devolved  upon 
him  to  assess  the  township  for  seventeen  years;  he 
has  been  Commissioner  of  Highways  for  nine  years. 
Collector  for  one  year,  and  School  Director  for 
eighteen  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living — l*atrick  B.,  Ellen, 
Mary  A.,  Margaret,  James  E.,  Edward  K.,  Sarah 


J.  and  John  C.  Ellen  is  the  widow  of  George 
"\V.  Bradley,  and  lives  in  Emington,  this  county; 
Patrick  married  Elmma  Decker,  and  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Odell  Township;  Mary,  Mrs.  John  Kemp, 
lives  in  Kempton.  this  county;  .James  is  unmarried, 
and  farming  in  Odell  Township;  Sarah  is  teach- 
ing school  in  Emington;  Mary  was  also  a  teacher; 
Edward  and  John  are  unmarried  and  live  at  home. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Odell,  and  are  regular  worshipers  with  the  congre- 
S'ation  there. 


^ 


i-^S)HOMAS  TALBOTT,  a  worthy  English  far- 
m^^'  "^"^^  '^^  Belle  Prairie  Township,  owns  a  quar- 
^Vis^  ler  of  section  1,  which  constitutes  one  of 
the  finest  bodies  of  land  in  the  county,  prolific  of 
the  best  crops  of  the  Prairie. State,  and  brought  to 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  been  promi- 
nent in  township  and  county  affairs,  is  a  Deacon  in 
the  Christian  Church,  and  a  Republican  who  has 
exercised  no  small  influence  in  his  party  in  this 
section.  His  industi'y  and  energy  are  proverbial, 
and  of  which  a  forcible  illustration  is  presented  in 
the  handsome  home  which  he  has  built  for  himself 
and  his  family.  The  residence,  with  its  surround- 
ings, invariably  attracts  the  admiring  observation 
of  the  passing  traveler,  and  the  farm  with  its  beauti- 
ful fields  and  well-kept  stock  is  creditable  alike  to 
the  proprietor  aud  the  township  which  he  has 
chosen  for  his  abiding-place. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England, 
April  12,  1.836,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Ann 
(Stuckey )  Talbott,  also  of  English  birth  and  pai'- 
entage.  They  emigrated  to  America  with  their 
family  iu  1857,  and  coming  to  this  State  located  in 
Cook  County,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming, 
and  where  the  mother  died  in  1880;  the  former  is 
now  living  in  Newton  County,  Ind.  Their  four 
children  are  all  living,  and  Thomas  was  the  eldest 
of  the  family.  The  others  were  James,  Caroline 
aud  Christopher.  Thomas  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  then  rented  a 
tract  of  lan<l  in  Cook  County,  upon  which  he 
ojjerated  five  years.  He  was  married  in  18G5,  and 
then    coming   to   Livingston    County,    i)urchased 
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eighty  acres  of  uncultivatert  prairie  land,  which  is 
DOW  included  in  his  jiresent  farra.  This  amount  he 
afterward  doubled,  and  has  since  devoted  his  entire 
attention  to  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  He 
received  no  assistance  whatever  from  his  fatiier 
or  anyone  else,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  his  possessions  are  the  result  of  his  own  in- 
dustry. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Feb.  7,  1865,  was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Stuckey, 
a  native  of  Somersetshire  County,  England,  and 
was  born  March  18,  1840.  She  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  in 
1857,  the  same  year  that  her  husband  came,  and 
formed  his  acqnaintance  in  Cook  County,  where  her 
people  had  settled.  Of  this  union  there  have  been 
born  six  children — Ilattie,  Nettie,  Burt,  Edward, 
and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 


EPENETUS  DIXON  is  quite  an  extensive 
stock  farmer  on  section  5,  Newtown  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  200  acres  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  raises  stock  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  consume  the  entire  grain  product  of 
the  farm.  Mr.  Dixon  was  born  in  Marshall  County, 
111.,  Feb.  11,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  and 
Sarah  (Hodges)  Dixon,  natives  of  England.  The 
father  was  born  in  1800  and  lived  in  England, 
where  he  followed  the  business  of  brick-making 
until  after  marriage.  The  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  was  Ann  Whitaker,  and  she  was  born  in 
England,  and  came  to  America  soon  after  her  son 
Charles  emigrated,  her  husband  having  died  in  En- 
gland. Of  their  children  one  is  buried  in  England, 
one  in  Marshall  County,  111.,  James  lives  in  Kansas, 
and  Charles,  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  mother 
lived  to  be  about  ninety  years  of  age,  and  is  buried 
in  Phillips  Cemetery  in  Newtown  Township. 

Charles  Dixon  and  wife  came  to  America  in 
1835,  arriving  at  New  Orleans,  from  which  place 
they  ascended  the  Mississippi  River  to  St.  Louis, 
and  then  settled  at  Magnolia,  Marshall  Co.,  111., 
where  they  lived  until  about  October,  1847,   and 
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during  the  time  were  engaged  in  farming.  In  that 
year  they  moved  to  Livingston  Countj%  and  pur- 
chased land  on  section  5,  in  Newtown  Township, 
which  is  a  part  of  the  land  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
now  owns.  The  father  died  on  the  21st  of  April, 
1879,  and  is  buried  by  the  side  of  his  mother.  His 
wife,  Sarah,'  died  on  the  21st  of  September,  1871, 
and  is  buried  in  tlie  same  place.  To  them  were 
born  the  following-named  cliildren:  George,  born 
in  May,  1840,  died  in  18G8,  and  is  buried  in  the 
same  cemetery  as  his  parents;  Richard  was  still- 
born; Joseph,  born  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1843,  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Iowa;  Epenetus  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Wilbur,  born  about 
1847,  died  when  eight  years  old;  William,  born  on 
the  IGth  of  November,  1850,  is  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  and  lives  in  Illinois;  Albert,  born  on  the 
18th  of  May,  1852,  is  now  the  owner  of  the  home- 
stead of  his  father  in  Newtown  Township;  Sarah 
Ann,  born  on  the  29th  of  August,  1860,  died  in 
January,  1881;  she  was  the  wife  of  William  A. 
Mason,  who  is  now  living  in  Nebraska. 

The  father  and  mother  of  the  above-named  chil- 
dren were  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  during  their  connection  with  that  denomina- 
tion were  active  in  the  duties  of  raembershi]). 
lipenetns  Dixon  lived  at  home  until  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  township.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Newtown 
Township  ever  since  he  was  two  years  of  age,  ex- 
cepting the  year  1870,  which  would  give  him  a  resi- 
dence of  thirty-nine  years  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Dixon  was  married  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1870,  to  Mary  M.  McCandlish,  who  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  was  born  May  1,  1848;  she  was  the 
daughter  of  George  P.  and  Catherine  McCandlish. 
Robert  McCandlish,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  immigrated  to  America,  where  he 
spent  his  last  days.  His  wife,  Mary  Black,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  the  year 
1855.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
three  of  whom  survive:  Nancy  Sammis  was  born 
on  the  10th  of  November,  1817,  and  lives  in  Wes- 
terville,  Ohio;  Jane  McCandlish,  born  April  24, 
1814;  Sarah  Pyle,  born  Aug.  20,  1830,  resides  in 
Nevada,  "N^ernon  Co.,  Mo.  The  names  of  the  de- 
ceased children  are  as  follows:  Martha  Sammis, 
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born  May  1,  1828;  Elizjvbeth  Emrieh,  Sept.  5, 
1823;  Mary  Aun  Lamb,  Nov.  20,  1819;  Emily, 
born  Dec.  9,  1834,  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years;  Margaret,  born  Sept.  25,  1825,  died  when 
twelve  years  old:  Anthony  S.,  born  Ang.  25,  18il, 
died  in  18(50:  William,  born  Oct.  4,  1812,  died 
June  4,  1 8t)5 ;  George  P.  was  born  J:in.  1,  181G, 
.and  died  Aug.  13,  1875,  in  La  Salle  County,  III. 

Catherine  Deenis,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Dixon,  w.is 
the  daughler  of  Henr\-  and  Margaret  (Rodehafer) 
Deenis,  natives  of  Virginia.  To  them  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  the  living  are  Catherine, 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Dixon:  Nancy  McGee,  in  Os- 
borne County,  Kan.,  and  Mary  A.  Heart,  in  Ge- 
neva, Neb.  Catherine,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Dixon, 
makes  her  home  with  the  latter,  and  is  sixt3'-one 
years  of  age.  The  father  was  born  Jan.  11,  1816, 
and  died  Aug.  13,  1875.  George  P.  and  Catherine 
McCandlish  were  married  on  the  17th  of  June, 
1847,  in  Fairdeld  County,  Ohio,  came  to  Illinois  in 
the  fall  of  18.')G  and  settled  in  La  Salle  County.  To 
them  were  born  four  children:  Mary  M.,  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Sarah  J.,  born  April  28,  1850,  is 
the  wife  of  James  11.  Mason,  and  lives  near  Man- 
ville;  Robert  H.,  still-born  Aug.  4,  1853;  Emily 
Frances,  born  Oct.  15,  1855,  died  April  9,  1803. 
Mrs.  Dixon's  father  enlisted  in  the  arinj'  Aug.  14, 
1862,  in  Company  F,  104th  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
which  he  served  two  years  and  eleven  months.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  Hartsville,  Tenu.,  Dec.  7,  1862. 
During  tlie  latter  part  of  the  war  he  was  in  charge 
of  a  boat  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  Gulf 
coast.  Since  his  death  his  wife  Catherine  draws 
a  pension  of  >iI2  per  month  from  the  Government. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing-named children:  Sarah  Catherine,  born  Nov.  2, 
1872,  died  March  2,  1874;  Nora  Louise,  born  June 
26,  1875;  Georgia  Idella,  born  June  3,  1877,  died 
May  29,  1879;  Nellie  Mabel,  born  Sept.  26,  1880. 

Grandm<jther  Black,  the  mother  of  Mary  Black, 
was  one  hundred  and  four  years  old  when  she  died 
at  the  home  of  Nancy  and  Smith  McCandlish,  near 
Rushville,  Ohio.  She  left  Ireland  during  the  time 
of  the  trouble  between  the  Catholics  and  Orange- 
men, and  on  leaving  entrusted  the  care  of  her  babe 
to  her  si.ster,  expecting  to  return  soon.  The  name 
of  this  child    was    William  Black,  and  he  grew  to 
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manhood  and  was  married  before  coming  to  this 
country.  He  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  died  in 
1870. 

Mrs.  Dixon  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  When  the  Dixon  family  first  came  to 
Illinois,  Livingston  County  was  a  wilderness,  and 
to  show  what  straits  people  were  put  to  we  have 
only  to  mention  that  buckwheat  was  ground  in  a 
coffee-mill  with  which  to  make  flour  for  bread,  and 
at  one  time  corn  was  taken  to  a  feed  grinder,  in 
which  it  was  cracked  and  then  used  as  food. 
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■^  ACOB  COX,  who  is  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  located  on  section  19, 
Pontiac  Township,  is  a  typical  Ohio  man,  be- 
ing a  native  of  Ad.ains  County,  that  State, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  9th  of  May,  1838.  He 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Nancy  (Summers)  Cox,  the 
former  being  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  of  Scotch 
descent.  The  grandfather,  Jacob  Cox,  was  a  Vir- 
ginian by  birth,  who  settled  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania at  an  early  date  in  its  history,  and  subse- 
quently in  Adams  County,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
of  our  subject  was  born  and  reared.  His  parents 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  four  survive — Jacob; 
James  G.,  Andrew  D.  and  Mary  C,  of  Ft.  Scott, 
Kan.  Two  of  Mr.  Cox's  brothers,  John  S.  and 
Henry  C,  were  soldiers  in  the  LTnion  army,  and 
gave  their  lives  that  the  nation  might  live.  In 
1853,  with  his  parents  Mr.  Cox  came  from  Ohio  to 
Livingston  County,  and  settled  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship. At  that  time  Livingston  County  was  very 
sparselj'  settled,  and  this  family'  was  one  of  the 
first  to  make  their  home  there.  They  remained  in 
Livingston  County  until  1869,  when  the  parents 
moved  to  Ft.  Scott,  Kan.,  where  the  father  died  on 
the  22d  of  December,  1884;  the  mother  still  sur- 
vives, and  resides  at  Ft.  Scott,  in  the  seventy-fifth 
year  of  her  age. 

During  almost  all  his  entire  life  Mr.  Cox  has 
been  accustomed  to  living  on  a  farm,  and  during 
his  boyhood  he  received  a  very  fair  English  edu- 
cation in   the  public  schools;  for  a  short  time  he 
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attended  Eureka  College  at  Eureka,  111.  During 
twenty  years  of  his  life  he  devoted  the  winter 
months  to  teaching  school,  being  employed  both  in 
district  and  graded  schools.  When  the  war  broke 
out  in  18G1  he  enlisted  in  tlie  three  months'  serv- 
ice in  Company  D,  20th  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
was  with  that  regiment  during  the  preliminary 
skirmishes  and  incidents  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
On  the  14th  of  February',  1868,  Mr.  Cox  was  mar- 
ried to  Clara  A.  Sj'phers,  a  native  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  daughter  of  Prof.  J.  and  Sarah  (^Kent) 
Syphers,  of  Greene  County,  that  State.  By  this 
union  there  are  four  children— Clara  N.,  Beatrice 
C,  Clemeth  J.  and  Clifford  E.  Mr.  Cox  is  now 
the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  excellent  land,  to  the 
cultivation  of  which  he  devotes  his  entire  time, 
displaying  unusual  ability  in  farm  management  and 
the  raising  of  stock.  Politically  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  alone  is  entitled  to  all  the  credit  that  at- 
taches to  his  success  in  life,  as  what  fortune  he  has 
was  carved  by  his  own  hands.  He  is  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word  a  self-made  man.  Everything 
which  pertains  to  the  good  of  the  community  X'e- 
ceives  his  liberal  and  hearty  support,  and  in  all 
these  things  he  is  cheerfully  seconded  by  his  esti- 
mable wife. 
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-^OHN  M.  WINCE,  of  Owego  Township,  is 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county,  and  dur- 
ing his  long  residence  here  has  secured  for 
himself  the  profoundest  respect  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  is  a  native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va., 
and  was  born  on  the  15th  of  March,  1828,  being 
the  son  of  Philip  and  Catherine  Wince,  the  former 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  paternal  ancestors  were  of  German  de- 
scent, some  of  whom  are  supposed  to  have  been 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  as  they  lived  in 
America  at  that  time,  and  a  vein  of  patriotism  has 
run  through  the  family  since  its  earliest  existence. 
To  his  parents  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom 
the  following  are  the  survivors:  Sarah,  Catherine, 
Lueinda,  Eliza  A.,  Henry  L.  and  John. 

Mr.  Wince  grew  to  manhood  in  Loudoun  County, 
which  is  located  in  the  northern   part  of  Virginia, 
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bordering  on  Maryland,  which  in  1870  produced 
more  wheat  and  corn  than  any  other  county  in  the 
State,  but  which  during  the  boyhood  days  of  our 
subject  was  neither  highly  cultivated  nor  far  ad- 
vanced in  educational  facilities.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances Mr.  Wince  received  but  a  limited  edu- 
cation, the  greater  part  of  his  studies  being  prose- 
cuted by  the  light  of  pine  knots  after  night,  but 
having  obtained  the  rudiments  of  an  education,  he 
has  been  a  constant  and  diversified  reader  all  his 
life,  and  keeps  posted  upon  all  the  general  topics  of 
the  day. 

In  1856  Mr.  Wince  left  Virginia  and  emigrated 
to  Livingston  County,  where  he  devoted  the  next 
ten  j'ears  of  his  life  to  work  upon  the  farm  for 
monthly  wages.  In  this  manner  he  succeeded  in 
accumulating  sufficient  money  to  start  liim  in  busi- 
ness, and  located  on  his  present  farm  on  section  34 
in  Owego  Township,  in  the  year  1864,  where  he  has 
resided  ever  since.  This  farm  consists  of  eighty 
acres,  which  was  composed  entirely  of  raw  prairie 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  but  by  liard  work  and 
good  management  he  has  reduced  it  to  such  a  state 
of  cultivation  that  it  is  now  considered  one  of  the 
best  in  the  township.  Mr.  Wince  can  look  back 
upon  his  past  efforts  with  great  satisfaction,  for 
when  he  reached  Illinois  he  was  without  money 
and  among  strangers;  he  now  has  a  good  farm,  is 
comfortably  surrounded,  and  enjoys  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  the  people  among  whom  he  lives. 

On  the  13th  of  December,  1868,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Marj'  Keith,  a  native  of  Maine,  daugh- 
ter of  Howard  C.  Keith,  who  at  the  time  of  the 
marriage  resided  in  the  northern  part  of  Living- 
ston Count}',  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVince  have  had  tsvo  chil- 
dren: Ida  M.,  born  June  9,  1873,  and  Lillie  D., 
Nov.  7,  1875.  While  Mr.  Wince  lias  never  identi- 
fied himself  with  any  particular  religious  denomi- 
nation, he  takes  an  active  interest  in  church  matters, 
and  was  largely  instrumental  in  organizing  the  first 
church  and  Sundaj'-school  located  in  the  southern 
part  of  Owego  Township.  His  political  proclivi- 
ties are  Democratic,  and  he  is  a  strong  advocate  of 
temperance  principles.  His  office-holding  experi- 
ence has  been  somewhat  limited,  having  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term,  the  duties 
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of  which  he  discharged  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  On  account  of  the 
warm  interest  which  he  tal<es  in  educational  matters 
he  was  appointed  to  the  jiosition  of  School  Director 
in  his  district,  which  position  he  held  four  years, 
and  that  of  School  Trustee  two  years. 

\Y'  AMIiS  D.  SIDLE,  hotel-keeper  and  assistant 
grain  buyer  at  the  Grayniont  Elevator,  is  the 
son  of  Daniel  and  Catherine  (Zorn)  Sidle 
(formerl}-  spelled  Seidle),  and  was  born  on  the 
3d  of  May,  1)^50,  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.  When 
lie  was  about  five  years  of  age  his  parents  came  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Stephenson  County,  where  his 
father  bought  a  farm  in  18.57,  procuring  the  money 
to  make  the  first  payment  from  Benjamin  Sn^yder, 
and  with  the  help  of  his  son  carried  on  farming  and 
blacksmithing,  having  learned  the  latter  trade  in 
Penns\lvania. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1864,  Mr.  Sidle,  at  four- 
teen years  of  age,  ran  away  from  home,  and  after 
making  seven  efforts,  at  lengtli  was  sworn  into  the 
service  as  drummer  to  the  93d  Illinois  Regiment. 
He  soon  threw  away  his  drum  and  took  a  gun. 
The  regiment  to  which  he  was  attached  was  as- 
signed to  duty  at  Camp  Fry.  Chicago,  guarding 
prisoners,  and  at  about  the  end  of  four  months  it 
was  sent  to  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  111.,  where  it 
remained  in  the  same  dutj'.  About  the  18th  of 
Februarj',  1865,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  but  it  was  not  needed  there  and  returned  to 
Springfield.  Mr.  Sidle  received  an  lionorable  dis- 
charge, being  mustered  out  on  the  2Gth  of  March, 
18G.5.  After  his  return  from  the  army  he  once 
more  joined  his  fatiier  and  assisted  him  in  farming 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  worked 
by  the  month  in  Livingston  Count}'  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  whicli  time  he  had  ac- 
cumulated enough  money  to  l)uy  a  team  of  horses, 
harness  and  wagon. 

It  was  in  Livingston  County  liiat  .Mr.  Sidle  be- 
came acquainted  witii  Mary  .J.,  daughter  of  John 
Crow  (wh<;  is  mentioned  in  tlie  biographj'  of 
William  Crow),  whom  he  married  on  the  6th  of 
August,,  1871.     In  the  fall  of  that  year  they  moved 


to  Stephenson  County,  and  farmed  for  one  year, 
during  which  time  the  oldest  child,  John  Henry, 
was  born  on  the  18th  of  September,  1872.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1873,  they  started  for  Nebraska,  making  it 
convenient  to  visit  some  friends  on  the  way,  and 
arrived  at  Palmyra,  Otoe  County,  the  latter  part 
of  March.  Here  he  devoted  the  first  summer  to 
farming  and  raised  a  fine  crop,  of  which,  however, 
100  bushels  of  wheat  were  stolen.  In  February  of 
the  following  year  he  suffered  a  paralytic  stroke 
which  disabled  him  from  work  for  four  years. 
They  returned  to  Stephenson  County,  where  his 
father  started  him  with  a  small  stock  of  confection- 
ery, which  business  he  carried  on  until  he  became 
so  disabled  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  either 
physically  or  mentally  to  attend  to  it,  and  his 
father  closed  up  the  business  for  him.  During  this 
time  the  second  child,  George  Burtin,  was  born, 
June  9,  1874.  In  1875  Mr.  Sidle  removed  his 
family  to  Livingston  County,  where  they  resided 
with  his  wife's  father,  John  Crow,  until  April,  1876, 
when  the}'  moved  into  a  little  log  hut  on  section 
21.  where  he  undertook  to  earn  something  by  cob- 
bling. The  neighbors  gave  him  their  work  to  do, 
and  thej'  remained  there  about  one  year,  when  they 
moved  to  section  32.  The  people  elected  him  to  the 
following  offices :  Constable,  Town  Clerk,  Collector, 
Pathmaster  and  Township  Treasurer.  During  this 
time  his  third  child,  Harry  Watson,  was  born,  on 
the  loth  of  November,  1878. 

While  here  a  very  important  incident  in  the  life 
of  Mr.  Sidle  occurred,  which  was  that  in  answer  to 
prayer  he  was  instantaneousl}'  cured  of  his  afflic- 
tion, so  that  he  was  immediately  able  to  go  to 
work.  They  remained  on  section  32  until  the  spring 
of  1880,  when  they  moved  to  Pontiac,  where  he 
worked  on  the  railroad  about  five  months,  and  then 
went  to  cobbling  through  the  winter,  as  he  was  not 
yet  able  to  bear  exposure  to  the  inclement  weather. 
While  in  Pontiac  his  wife  took  in  boarders  in  order 
to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family.  After  re- 
maining in  Pontiac  about  one  year  he  returned  to 
section  32,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  about 
two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  moved  to 
Graymont,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  1885 
he  was  again  elected  Township  Collector.  In  po- 
litical matters  he  always  acted  with  the  Republican 
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party  until  two  years  ago,  when  he  became  an  ad- 
vocate of  prohibition.  In  187;")  I\Ir.  Sidle  was  con- 
verted to  religion  and  joined  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  While  a  member  of  that  church  he  was 
granted  a  license  to  preach,  and  in  that  eapacitj^  he 
served  the  jNIaster  for  four  years.  About  this  time 
his  attention  was  called  to  sanctifleation  by  the 
preaching  of  B.  F.  Goodwin,  and  under  the  teach- 
ings of  J.  S.  Allison  he  accepted  that  doctrine  and 
has  since  held  no  membersliip  with  any  sect.  The 
fourth  child,  Jesse  Daniel,  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
July,  1883. 

Mr.  Sidle  was  the  }'onng'est  child  in  a  family  of 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  Eme- 
line  first  married  Mr.  Berkebill,  by  whom  she  had 
one  son,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  William  Bon- 
acker,  by  whom  she  has  six  children;  Sarah  mar- 
ried first  Solomon  Lohr,  by  whom  she  had  thirteen 
children,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Lilly ;  they 
have  three  children.  Julia  Ann  married  Benjamin 
Snyder;  they  have  four  children  and  live  in  Ste- 
phenson County.  Henry  is  married  and  lives  in 
Arizona;  F.  A.  is  married,  has  three  children,  and 
lives  iUj  Otoe  County,  Neb. ;  Charles  married,  has 
eight  children,  and  also  lives  in  Otoe  County ;  Mary 
married  Jacob  Andrew,  has  four  children,  and  lives 
in  Stephenson  Countj^;  James  D.  is  the  sul)ject  of 
this  sketch,  in  which  the  details  and  events  of  his 
life  are  chronicled. 


UILLIAM  JONES,  who  stands  as  one  of  the 
leading  and  representative  farmers  and 
^^f^  stock-raisers  of  Owego  Township,  located 
on  section  14,  is  a  native  of  Worcestershire,  En- 
gland, where  he  was  born  on  the  21st  of  Februar3^, 
1826.  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Bil- 
lingsley)  Jones,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  En- 
gland. To  his  parents  were  born  seven  children,  as 
follows:  William;  Benjamin,  of  England;  John,  of 
Saunemin  Township,  Livingston  County;  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  Robert  Bolton,  of  Peoria;  Sarah,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Murphy,  of  the  Island  of  New  Zealand; 
Esther,  Mrs.  George  Vincent,  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal. ;  Frederick,  of  New  Zealand.  Mr.  Jones  re- 
'  '  ceived  an  English  education  in  his  native  country, 
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where  he  remained  until  he  grew  to  manhood, 
learning  also  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  in  which 
his  father  was  then  engaged. 

Mr.  Jones  was  married  in  England,  on  the  29th 
of  July,  18.51,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Cox,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Cox,  of  Shropshire,  an  inland  county  of 
England,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Wales,  and 
through  which  the  Severn  flows.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jones  have  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living: 
Nellie,  Mrs.  James  Roberts,  of  New  Zealand ;  Orin 
W.,  a  farmer  of  Owego  Township;  Benjamin  F., 
grain  dealer  and  buyer  of  Eylar,  Livingston 
County;  Albert,  a  grain-buyer  of  Cullon,  this 
county;  Edward  G.,  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.;  Laura,  at  present  attending  Lincoln 
Universitj',  at  Lincoln,  111. 

Mr.  Jones  emigrated  to  America  in  1852,  taking 
passage  at  Liverpool,  and  landing  in  New  York. 
He  spent  about  three  and  one-half  years  in  Leroj-, 
N.  Y.,  coming  to  Illinois  in  1856.  His  first  ten 
3'ears'  residence  in  this  State  was  in  Peoria  Countj', 
when,  in  1866,  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Owego  Township,  where  he 
now  resides.  When  he  acquired  this  land  by  pur- 
chase, it  was  composed  of  what  is  known  as  raw 
prairie,  and  not  a  foot  of  it  had  ever  been  culti- 
vated. But  nothing  daunted  he  went  to  work  upon 
it  with  a  will,  enduring  all  the  hardships  incident 
to  pioneer  life,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  j'ears 
had  transformed  it  into  a  Qnelj'  cultivated  farm. 
As  the  }^ears  went  bj'  his  successes  were  most  pro- 
nounced, and  he  has  been  able  to  afford  all  his  chil- 
dren ample  facilities  for  procuring  a  good  educa- 
tion. One  of  his  daughters,  Nellie,  now  living  in 
New  Zealand,  was  a  public  school  teacher  for  many 
years.  Although  he  has  frequentlj^  been  solicited 
to  become  a  candidate  for  public  office,  he  has  in- 
variably declined,  excepting  in  the  ease  of  the  of- 
fice of  School  Director,  which  he  has  filled  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  which  he  consented  to  accept 
simply  because  it  would  enable  him  to  labor  more 
■effectively  for  the  advancement  of  education,  of 
which  all  his  life  he  has  been  a  friend  and  promoter. 
As  a  political  thinker,  he  does  not  confine  himself 
to  the  narrow  rut  in  whicli  machine  politicians  run, 
but  takes  a  broad  and  liberal  view  upon  all  ques- 
tions of  public  policy,  and  votes  for  the  men  who 
■» 
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suit  him  best  regardless  of  their  party  aflSliations. 
He  is  to  all  iutcuts  and  purposes,  a  self-made  man, 
so  far  as  his  career  in  this  countrj'  is  concerned, 
and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  labor,  both  in 
the  subst.intial  comforts  of  life,  and  the  satisfaction 
of  having  contributed  to  society  respected  and 
honoi-able  members  in  the  persons  of  his  diildren. 


HARLES  W.  ROLLINS.  One  of  the  most 
substantial  homesteads  in  Owego  Township, 
h-ing  on  section  19,  is  occupied  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
The  family  residence,  which  is  splendidlj-  located, 
is  one  of  the  neatest  and  most  tasteful  in  that  lo- 
cality, and  the  barn  and  other  necess.ary  farm 
buildings  are  handsome  and  substantial  structures 
calculated  alike  for  beauty  and  utility.  The  fences 
and  farm  machinery  are  kept  in  good  repair,  and 
the  stock  and  other  accessories  of  the  estate  testify 
in  a  silent  and  forcible  manner  to  the  intelligence, 
industry  and  enterprise  of  the  proprietor.  Mr. 
Rollins  is  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  and  was 
born  on  the  23d  of  January,  1840.  He  is  a  son  of 
Philip  and  Maitha  Rollins,  who  were  among  the 
very  first  settlers  of  Livingston  County,  and  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  in  another  portion  of  this 
work.  His  earlj'  days  we're  spent  upon  the  farm 
a.ssisting  in  the  work,  and  during  the  school  term 
attending  school. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1862,  Mr.  Rollins  was  mar- 
ried to  Maria  Stinson,  also  a  native  of  Livingston 
Count3-,  born  on  the  21st  of  February,  1844.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  James  L.  and  Mary  Stinson,  na- 
tives of  Ohio.  The  parents  came  to  Livingston 
County  about  1839,  and  settled  upon  the  farm 
which  is  at  ))rfcsent  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  James  L.  Stinson,  in  connection  with  a 
brother,  pre-empted  200  acres  of  land,  which  was 
composed  entirely  of  raw  prairie,  not  a  furrow  hav- 
ing been  turned  in  it  at  the  time  they  became  pos- 
sessed of  it.  He  resided  on  this  land  until  his  de- 
cease in  184.5;  his  wife  survived  him,  and  died  in 
18.53.  The3'  were  the  parents  of  four  children, 
tliree  of  whom  are  living:  Letitia,  widow  of  the 
late   Willard  Foster,  of  Livingston  County;  Mar- 


tha, the  wife  of  G.  W.  Ferris,  of  Pontiac,  and 
Maria,  now  Mrs.  Rollins.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rol- 
lins but  one  child  has  been  born,  a  son,  Charles  A., 
whose  birth  took  place  on  the  2d  of  February, 
18G9. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollins  are  members  of  the  Method- 
i.«t  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
Steward  and  Trustee.  He  is  exceedingly  inde- 
pendent in  his  political  belief,  and  does  not  attach 
his  faith  to  either  of  the  old  parties,  but  makes  it  a 
point  to  vote  for  the  men  whom  he  believes  will 
best  discharge  the  duties  of  the  offices  to  which 
they  are  elected.  For  five  years  he  has  served  as 
Supervisor  of  Owego  Township,  and  for  a  term  of 
one  year  as  Road  Commissioner.  Mr.  Rollins  has 
been  exceptionally  successful  in  his  busine.ss  enter- 
prises, and  now  owns  250  acres  of  as  good  land  as 
is  contained  within  the  borders  of  Livingston 
County. 


,^\  ARTIN  M.  SPENCE.  Illinois  is  a  State 
of  largely  diversified  opportunities  for  the 
industrious  and  enterprising  citizen.  In 
an  agricultural  sense  it  is  one  of  the  best 
in  the  Union,  and  its  vast  prairies,  which  produce 
wonderful  crops  of  corn  and  excel  in  the  raising  of 
hay,  make  the  industry  of  stock-raising  one  of  the 
most  important  and  profitable  in  which  the  people 
engage.  Very  many  of  the  farmers  of  Livingston 
County  engage  more  or  less  in  stock-raising,  and 
instead  of  depending  on  uncertain  markets  for  their 
grain,  feed  their  entire  crop  to  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs,  which  always  find  a  ready  market  at  any  time 
of  the  year,  and  they  thus  have  a  sure  thing  in  dis- 
posing of  the  products  of  the  farm.  One  of  the 
men  who  thus  combines  farming  and  stock-raising 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  fine  stock  farm 
is  on  section  4,  Belle  Prairie  Township.  This  gen- 
tleman is  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  22d  of  August,  1844,  his  parents 
being  William  and  Mary  (Darnell)  Spence,  who 
were  natives  of  Kentucky.  When  Mr.  Spence  was 
a  boy,  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  summerand  attended 
the  district  school  in  the  fall  and  winter,  in  which 
he  made  such  progress  in  his  studies,  that  without 
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difficulty  he  was  admitted  to  Eureka  College,  and 
afterward  attended  college  at  IMonmouth,  "Warren 
Co.,  111.  After  passing  through  these  educational 
institutions  with  great  credit  to  himself,  he  returned 
home  and  engaged  in  work  upon  the  farm. 

September  19,  1881,  Mr.  Spence  was  married  to 
Miss  Jennie  Darnell,  who  was  born  in  Johnson 
County,  Mo.,  on  the  26th  of  July,  1857,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  (Coffman)  Darnell. 
Of  this  union  there  are  two  children,  William  and 
Hazel  May,  who  are  exceptional!}'  bright  for  their 
age.  Mr.  Spence  is  the  owner  of  300  acres  of  as 
fine  land  as  the  sun  shines  on,  whicli  he  has  placed 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  3'ields 
crops  ample  to  feed  a  large  number  of  domestic 
animals.  Mr.  Spence's  stock  operations  .ire  princi- 
pally confined  to  horses,  and  he  makes  a  specialt}- 
of  breeding  heavj-  and  light  draft,  and  saddle 
horses.  This  business  he  conducts  in  such  an  in- 
telligent manner  that  his  profits  are  certain  and 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  Spence  is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  Tar- 
bolton  Lodge  No.  357,  and  also  a  member  of  the 
Chapter.  In  politics  he  is  an  advocate  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  measures  of  the  Greenback  partj^  and 
while  that  party  is  not  numerically  strong,  he  ad- 
heres to  its  doctrines  regardless  of  the  fact  of  its 
being  in  the  minority.  Mr.  Spence  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  occupations,  and  has  shown  rare 
judgment  and  good  management  in  his  business, 
farm  and  stock  operations.  In  the  various  rela- 
tions of  life,  he  sustains  the  character  of  an  estima- 
ble citizen,  neighbor  and  friend,  and  enjoys  the 
full  confidence  and  regard  of  those  who  know  him. 
His  excellent  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  takes  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
that  organization. 


LBERT  J.  MORRISON  is  one  of  the  young 

men  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  who 

can  claim  Livingston  County  as   the  place 

of  his  birth,  and  who  has  been  a  witness  of 

the  wonderful  improvements  which  have  been  made 

and  developments  that  have  taken  place  during  the 


Y  and 
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past  thirty  years.  He  comes  upon  the  stage  of  ac- 
tion at  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  county  when  the 
work  of  opening  and  bringing  it  to  a  state  of  culti- 
vation has  all  been  performed,  and  the  benefits  of 
the  work  of  the  pioneers  are  to  be  gained.  He  is 
truly  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Avoca 
Township,  and  is  pleasantly  situated  on  section    9. 

Mr.  ]\Iorrison  was  born  in  Livingston  County 
on  the  Gth  of  August,  1 854,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 
C.  and  Naomi  Morrison,  the  latter  of  whom  is  de- 
ceased. His  father  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  his  mother  was  born  in  Ohio.  Joseph 
C.  Morrison,  the  father,  is  the  gentleman  who  has 
gained  such  a  large  reputation  as  an  importer  and 
dealer  in  Norman  horses  at  Pontiac,  111.  His  im- 
portations of  fine  horses  average  about  thirty 
animals  every  trip  he  makes  to  Europe,  and  his 
visits  are  made  several  times  a  year.  He  hails  from 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  came  to  Illinois  about 
the  year  1840,  settling  in  Avoca  Township  when 
the  prairie  was  yet  unbroken  and  no  signs  of  cul- 
tivation were  visible.  He  is  one  of  the  early  pio- 
neers to  whose  energy  and  enterprise  can  be  credited 
the  work  of  developing  the  county.  He  had  prac- 
tically no  means  when  he  arrived  here,  and  his 
splendid  stock  farm,  elegant  residence  and  commo- 
dious farm  buildings,  are  evidences  of  his  industry, 
good  management,  and  close  attention  to  business 
all  through  an  active  life.  Besides  being  one  of 
the  heaviest  farmers  and  largest  dealers  in  expen- 
sive stock,  he  is  a  leading  citizen  in  all  the  affairs 
of  the  town  and  count}'.  In  political  matters  he 
acts  with  the  Republican  part}',  and  his  influence  is 
a  power  in  that  section  of  the  county.  Mr.  Morri- 
son is  the  father  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living,  as  follows:  Jasper  N.,  Lotta, Samuel  L., 
Addie;  Delia,  the  wife  of  N.  T.  Green,  of  Pontiac 
Township;  Alta  I.;  John  W.  and  Albert  J.,  the  lat- 
ter the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Albert  J.  Morrison  has  been  a  citizen  of  Living- 
ston County  all  his  life,  and  during  his  boyhood 
days  was  afforded  all  the  advantages  for  obtaining 
a  good  education,  of  which  he  availed  himself.  On 
the  ■27th  of  November,  1879,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Violetta  Augustine,  daughter  of  John  Au- 
gustine, of  Owego  Township,  of  whom  a  sketch 
appears  in  this  ALBU.^r.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Iilorrison  have 
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three  children:  Roy  A.,  born  Jan.  14,  1881 ;  Stan- 
lej-  A.,  Nov.  4.  188-2.  and  Feme  I.,  Aug.  12,  1887. 
The  farm  of  Mr.  Morrison  consists  of  120  acres  of 
.IS  good  land  as  can  be  fovmd  in  Livingston  Countv. 
and  it  isall  welldrained  and  fenced.  'J'he  residence 
he  and  hi>  family  occupy  is  one  of  the  snuggest  and 
best  appointed  in  the  township.  LilvC  his  father, 
"Sir.  Morrison  is  an  enthusiastic  Republican,  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episeo- 
jial  Church;  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  church 
at  McDowell. 

At  the  time  this  sketch  is  written,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Morrison  are  virtually  in  the  first  stages  of  their 
life's  work,  but  their  beginning  is  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices,  and  the  future  undoubtedly'  has 
in  store  for  them  great  and  grand  successes.  Their 
little  family  is  one  of  which  they  m.ay  well  be  proud. 
They  take  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  for  the 
weal  and  welfare  of  the  society  in  which  they  move, 
and  to  all  good  works  tliej"  are  liberal  contributors, 
both  of  time  and  monev. 


JOSEPH  HARRISON  MORRIS,  widely  and 
I  I  favorably  known  as  one  of  the  most  success- 
^^  i  ful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Rook's 
\^^i  Creek  Township,  arrived  in  Illinois  on  his 
eighteenth  birthday,  having  jouruej'ed  from  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  March  1(5, 
1848.  He  consequently  became  a  i-esident  of  the 
Prairie  State  in  the  spring  of  18GG,  and  since  that 
time  has  dwelt  within  its  borders.  He  had  at  that 
time  no  possessions  except  his  resolute  will  and 
strong  hands,  and  with  this  excellent  capital  cour- 
ageously commenced  life  for  himself,  determined 
to  secure  a  good  home  and  a  good  position  among 
his  fellow-citizens.  He  began  first  as  a  farm  la- 
borer, and  has  gradually  climbed  up  milil  now  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  good  property,  :\\ti]  i<  m  ukiii  of 
no  small  importance  in  his  communit3-. 

The  parents  of  our  subject.  Samuel  an<l  Nancy 
Elizabeth  (Swagler)  Morris,  were  natives  respect!. 
ively  of  New  York  and  Ohio.  Samuel  Morris  was 
born  in  ImOO,  and  departed  this  life  in  ^Vashington 
County,  Pa.,  .Sept.  2,  1H.07.     The  mother  who  w.as   I 


born  in  1812,  is  still  living  upon  the  old  homestead 
in  Pennsylvania.  Their  family  included  eleven 
children,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  seventh  in 
order  of  birth,  and  seven  are  still  living,  as  follows: 
John  M.,  a  resident  of  Washington  Count}',  Pa., 
married,  and  the  father  of  several  children;  Jona- 
than, Sarah  M.,  Mary,  Cyrus  and  Isaac  N.  Those 
deceased  are  James  L.,  Samuel,  Susan  and  Nancy  E. 

J.  H.  Morris  received  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  State,  and  after  he 
found  that  his  prospects  would  justify  him  in  the 
undertaking,  was  married,  in  Pontiac  Township, 
Fob.  21,  1878,  to  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Reason 
and  Mary  (McSIillan)  Brown.  The  young  people 
located  on  section  28,  where  Mr.  Morris  had  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land,  and  commenced  house- 
keeping in  unpretending  style,  suitable  to  their 
means  and  station.  Four  and  one-half  yeai's  later 
Mr.  M.  sold  this  property  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  on  section  12,  where  he  now  resides. 

Mrs.  Morris  was  born  in  Rook's  Creek  Township, 
March  IG,  1860,  and  is  the  eldest  of  five  children 
who  comprised  the  parental  household.  Her 
brother,  William  Allen,  and  her  sister,  Nancy  E., 
the  wife  of  John  E.  Blake,  are  also  residents  of 
Rook's  Creek  Township;  Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  Brown, 
lives  on  her  father's  homestead  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship, with  her  brother,  Jesse  S.  Reason  Brown, 
her  father,  was  born  in  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  Sept. 
4,  1838,  and  the  mother  in  Pontiac  Township,  this 
county,  Dec.  25,  1841 ;  they  were  married  in  June, 
1859.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  M.  was 
Andrew  S.  McMillan,  who  married  Miss  Maria 
Springer,  of  Illinois. 


C.  BALL.  The  law  has  always  been  con- 
sidered as  one  of  the  highest  of  the  profes- 
(i\  sions.  The  honest  and  conscientious  law- 
yer is  one  of  the  necessities  of  the  .age,  and 
the  best  friend  of  the  people  in  the  matter  of  se- 
curing their  rights  under  the  law.  A.  C.  Ball,  one 
of  the  leading  younger  attorneys  of  the  Livingston 
County  bar,  is  a  native  of  Bureau  County,  where 
he  was  born  on  the  24th  of  June,  1858,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  M.  and  Hannah  M.  (Frink)  Ball,  who 
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were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  of  James 
M.  was  John  M.,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  went  to  Michigan  in  the 
early  settlement  of  that  State,  where  he  settled  at 
Parma,  and  where  he  is  now  living.  His  family 
consisted  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. Hannah  M.  Frink's  parents  were  Hiram  and 
Malinda  (Ogden)  Frink,  who  were  natives  of  New 
York. 

The  father  of  A.  C.  Ball  was  reared  on  a  farm 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  during  that 
time  attended  the  common  schools,  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  Illinois,  where  he  had 
come  in  1855.  He  followed  contracting  and  build- 
ing until  he  was  about  thirty  years  of  age,  and  then 
for  a  number  of  years  was  a  traveling  man,  and 
about  the  year  1855  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  Bureau  Countj%  111.  In  1881  he  moved  to 
Normal,  McLean  County,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
business  of  publishing.  His  family  consisted  of 
three  children:  A.  C;  Ella  M.,  Mrs.  Burt,  of  Nor- 
mal, McLean  County,  and  Minnie  H.,  Mrs.  Taylor, 
of  McLean  County. 

Our  subject  attended  and  taught  school  until  he 
was  twenty-sis  years  of  age.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
a  Normal  School,  and  also  of  the  Bloomington  Law 
School,  class  of  1885.  After  graduating  from  the 
law  school  he  came  to  Pontiac,  and  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  in  which  business  he  has  been  success- 
ful, and  his  practice  is  continually  increasing.  He 
is  independent  in  political  matters,  not  having 
identified  himself  closely  with  either  of  the  old 
parties,  although  heretofore  acting  with  the  Repub- 
licans. He  is  more  of  a  lawyer  than  a  politician, 
and  will  doubtless  devote  his  life  to  the  profession, 
allowing  politicians  to  take  care  of  the  offices.  He 
has  one  child,  a  son,  named  John  D. 


AJOR  MARTIN  DARNALL,  whose  por- 
trait is  shown  on  the  opposite  page,  has 
the  distinction  of  being  the  earliest  settler 
of  Livingston  County,  and  a  full  and  de- 
tailed history  of  his  life  could  not  be  written  with- 
out writing  that  of  the  county,  for  one  is  almost 


identical  with  the  other.  He  now  resides  on  sec- 
tion 4,  in  Belle  Prairie  Township.  He  was  born  in 
March,  1798,  in  Old  Virginia,  and  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Massey  (Martin)  Darnall,  natives  of  the 
same  State,  and  both  of  whom  died  some  years  ago. 
Major  Darnall  was  reared  on  a  farm,  where  he  be- 
came accustomed  to  hard  work,  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  of  those  daj's,  which  af- 
forded very  limited  facilities  for  obtaining  an  edu- 
cation. He  arrived  in  Illinois  on  the  27th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1830,  making  the  journey  overland  in  a 
wagon  with  the  old-fashioned  scooped  bed,  which 
had  a  wonderful  capacity  for  carrying  household 
goods.  This  wagon  was  drawn  by  four  horses, 
which  were  frequently  almost  inadequate  to  haul 
it  through  the  deep  mud  caused  by  the  rains  at 
that  season  of  the  year.  His  first  year's  residence 
in  Illinois  was  in  a  log  cabin  which  he  built  him- 
self, the  only  tool  used  being  an  ax,  for  he  had  no 
saw.  This  house  was  raised  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1830,  and  he  occupied  it  that  same  winter. 
In  1832,  on  account  of  the  brealdngout  of  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  he  found  it  necessary  to  remove  his 
family  to  Mackinaw,  McLean  County,  for  safety. 
After  peace  was  declared,  he  returned  to  the  house 
he  had  built,  where  he  resumed  his  residence.  A 
tract  of  160  acres  of  Government  land  which  he 
entered  at  that  time,  is  still  in  his  possession,  and 
the  title  which  was  vested  in  him  by  the  Govern- 
ment remains  just  as  it  was  written  at  that  time. 

Major  Darnall  has  been  married  twice,  the  first 
time  in  1817,  when  he  took  Miss  Rachel  Steers  for 
his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Indiana,  in  1793.  Her 
parents  moved  to  Kentucky  when  she  was  but  a 
child,  and  early  in  their  residence  in  that  State,  the 
father  was  captured  by  the  Indians,  and  was  held 
in  captivity  for  seven  years,  during  which  time  he 
suffered  almost  untold  hardships,  and  twice  came 
very  nearly  being  killed.  Upon  three  separate  oc- 
casions he  was  compelled  to  run  the  gauntlet,  and 
upon  one  occasion  was  blackened  and  condemned 
to  be  burned,  but  while  pinioned,  a  few  moments 
before  the  fire  should  have  been  lighted,  there 
stepped  forward  a  man  who  offered  a  price  for  his 
life,  and  he  was  released  from  the  stake.  He  died 
a  natural  death  in  Boone  Countj',  K3".,  in  1848. 
By  his  first  marriage.  Major  Darnall  had  six   chil- 
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dreu — Jonathan,  Mary,  Alvira  M. ;  Malvina  F.,  de- 
ceased :  Nancy  Ann  and  Minerva  A.  Major  Dar- 
nair*  second  marriage  occurred  in  1880,  the  name 
of  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Francis  Cummings,  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  who  died  at  Hutchinson,  Kan.,  while 
on  a  visit,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1883. 

Alvira  M.,  one  of  the  children  by  the  first  mar- 
riage, married  Benjamin  Hieronymus,  in  1839,  who 
was  born  in  1818,  and  died  in  Illinois  on  the  31st 
of  December,  1885.  He  was  a  native  of  Boone 
County,  Ky.,  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1829,  and 
settled  in  Tazewell  County.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  a  cooper  by  trade.  He  was  a  very 
hard-working  man,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Livingston  County,  he  owned 
500  acres  of  land.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  three  of  whom,  William, 
Jasper  and  Elizabeth,  are  living,  and  two,  Martin 
and  Emma,  died  after  they  grew  to  maturity;  three 
died  in  infancy. 

Major  Darnall  was  the  flrstlownship  Supervisor, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  two  terms,  and  in 
early  times  was  a  juror  for  many  years;  on  account 
of  there  being  no  jur^'  room  in  which  to  meet,  the 
jury  were  obliged  to  sit  on  logs  in  the  open  air. 
All  the  early  settlers  of  Livingston  County  remem- 
ber the  deep  snow  of  1830-31,  when  the  snow  fell 
continuouslj-  for  three  days,  and  became  so  deep 
that  it  was  impossible  to  travel,  even  on  horseback. 
The  day  before  this  snowfall  commenced,  Major 
Darnall  went  to  Mackinaw  to  procure  a  supply  of 
meat  for  his  farail3-,  going  in  a  wagon,  and  although 
the  town  was  but  eight  miles  from  his  residence, 
on  account  of  this  extraordinary  snowfall  he  was 
prevented  from  returning  home  for  nearly  a  week, 
and  then  he  did  so  on  horseback.  Although  ninety 
years  of  age,  Major  Darnall  is  a  fine  specimen  of 
manhood,  being  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  and 
weighing  180  pounds,  with  health  much  better  than 
could  be  expected.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Gen.  Jackson,  and  he  has  remained  a  Hick- 
ory Democrat  all  through  ids  life.  Being  a  man 
of  large  intelligence,  and  a  close  observer  of  the 
events  which  have  transpired  since  the  first  white 
man  settled  in  Livingston  County,  it  is  well  worth 
any  man's  time  to  listen  to  his  reminiscences  of  the 
settlement  and  growth  of  the  county. 
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^r^RANCIS  D.  JOHNSON,  of  Indian  Grove 
Unfe;  Township,  is  one  of  the  most  energetic 
li  farmers  of  Livingston  County.  He  has, 
without  doubt,  done  as  much,  if  not  more,  hard 
work  than  anj'  other  man  of  his  age  in  the  county, 
and  being  in  tlie  prime  of  manhood,  has  a  bright 
future  before  him.  Mr.  Johnson  is  the  son  of 
Franklin  I.  and  Mary  A.  (Wightman)  Johnson, 
whose  biographies  may  be  found  in  another  place 
in  this  work. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Hastings, 
N.  Y.,  May  2,  1854.  When  two  years  of  age  his 
parents  moved  to  Vermont,  Fulton  Co.,  III.,  where 
the}'  lived  until  1861,  when  they  moved  to  Peoria, 
and  there  ^'oung  Frank  received  his  first  schooling, 
working  also  in  his  father's  stoneware  pottery  in  that 
cit}'.  When  the  family  came  to  this  county  and 
located  on  their  160-acre  farm,  south  of  Fairbury, 
our  subject  was  of  sufficient  age  to  take  a  full-hand 
share  in  the  work.  He  took  hold  with  his  father 
and  brother,  and  together  they  worked  early  and 
late  to  improve  the  place  and  to  replenish  the  pa- 
ternal exchequer.  During  this  time  he  improved 
what  opportunities  presented  of  attending  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
after  he  had  reached  his  majority,  giving  to  their 
service  his  best  energies. 

On  Dec.  24,  1874,  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to 
Lucena  M.  Odell,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of 
New  I'ork  on  the  2Gth  of  August,  1853,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  James  H.  and  Mary  (Straight)  Odell. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  Birdie  R.,  born 
Feb.  15,  1876,  died  in  infancy  Oct.  4,  1876;  Carrie 
M.,  born  Aug.  2,  1877;  Addie  M.,  born  Aug.  2, 
1879;  Lottie  M.,  born  Aug.  2,  1882,  and  Vinnie 
L.,  born  March  17,  1884.  In  the  year  1876  Mr. 
Johnson  moved  upon  the  farm  on  which  he  at 
present  resides,  consisting  of  120  acres,  and  began 
the  work  of  improvement,  which  he  has  carried 
forward  so  energetically  and  systematically  that  he 
now  has  one  of  the  best  conditioned  farms  in  the 
county.  The  soil  is  of  a  fine  quality,  and  the  drain- 
age is  perfect,  so  that  productiveness  is  much  en- 
hanced. During  most  of  the  time  he  has  resided 
upon  this  farm  Mr.  Johnson  has  made  a  specialty 
of  raising  fine  horses,  meeting  with  excellent   suc- 
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cess.  During  the  year  1886  he  was  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  lose  seventj'-three  head  of  fine  Chester- 
White  hogs.  Although  it  was  quite  a  severe  finan- 
cial loss,  his  courage  was  not  diminished  in  the 
least,  but  he  immediately  began,  with  renewed  en- 
ergy, to  maintain  his  business  up  to  the  standard, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  regain  what  had  been  lost. 
Politically,  Mr.  Johnson  is  an  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  been 
called  upon  to  discharge  the  duties  of  many  of  the 
various  township  offices.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  has  held 
the  various  offices,  and  filled  them  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  fraternity  of  that 
lodge. 

ILTON  KELLEY,  an  intelligent  and  well- 
educated  young  bachelor  of  Indian  Grove 
Township,  is  operating  the  farm  of  his 
father,  on  section  27,  and  engaged  in  the 
breeding  of  fine  stock,  including  Norman  horses 
and  Chester-White  swine.  The  estate  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  in  the  southern  portion  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  the  farm  having  been  opened  up 
mainly  by  the  father  of  our  subject,  who  migrated 
to  Illinois  from  Penns^'lvania  in  1864. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa., 
May  23,  1854,  and  was  consequently  a  lad  ten 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  State  with  his 
parents.  The  latter  were  Jacob  C.  and  Martha 
(Gosline)  Kelley,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia 
and  the  latter  of  the  Keystone  State.  Jacob  Kel- 
ley was  born  June  20,  1815,  and  died  at  his  home 
in  Indian  Grove  Township  on  the  23d  of  June, 
1881.  He  located  in  this  township  March  10, 
1864,  and  became  one  of  its  most  prominent  and 
well-beloved  citizens.  A  thorough  and  progressive 
farmer,  he  was  a  man  prompt  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions, and  took  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  people  around  him,  encouraging  and  sustaining 
those  enterprises  calculated  for  their  well-being  and 
improvement.  Although  never  identifying  himself 
with  any  religious  organization,  he  illustrated  in 
his  life  and  character  the  principles  of  true  Chris- 
tianity, and  no  man  enjoyed  in  a  warmer  degree 
-^4, 


the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
Upon  coming  here,  he  at  once  purchased  the  land 
upon  which  our  subject  now  operates,  where  he 
built  up  a  fine  home  and  reared  his  children  to 
habits  of  industry  and  principles  of  honor. 

Mrs.  Martha  Kelley,  who  was  born  in  1821,  was 
a  lady  in  every  respect  the  suitable  companion  of 
her  husband,  and  the  possessor  of  all  womanly  vir- 
tues. She  looked  well  to  the  ways  of  her  house- 
hold, and  is  yet  affectionately  regarded  as  a  tender 
friend  and  counselor,  kindly  and  charitable,  ever 
lending  a  ready  ear  to  the  tale  of  distress  and  her 
aid  to  the  unfortunate.  She  resides  with  her  sou 
on  the  old  homestead.  The  three  children  of  the 
parental  household  were:  Milton,  our  subject; 
James,  who  died  in  February,  1881,  aged  twenty- 
six  years ;  and  Mary,  who  resides  with  her  mother 
and  brother.  The  daughter  is  finely  educated,  and 
possesses  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  re- 
finement, and  is  in  all  respects  an  ornament  to  the 
home  circle. 

Mr.  Kelley  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Peter  Cooper,  and  has  always  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party.  He  identified  him- 
self with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  1883, 
and  is  one  of  its  most  valued  members. 


AVID  G.  LEWIS,  a  representative  young 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Owego  Town- 
ship, occupying  117  acres  on  section  10, 
has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Prairie 
State,  having  been  born  in  Fulton  County  April 
25,  1851.  He  came  to  this  county  soon  after  his 
marriage,  which  took  place  in  1874,  and  located  on 
his  present  farm  in  1887.  He  has  been  remarkably 
successful  thus  far  in  his  agricultural  operations, 
and  is  keeping  pace  with  the  methods  of  modern 
and  progressive  farming. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  George  W.  and 
Abigail  Lewis,  who  were  of  New  England  birth 
and  parentage,  and  settled  in  Illinois  during  the 
pioneer  days,  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  George 
Lewis  for  many  years  conducted  an  hotel  at 
Fairview,  where  his  death  took  place  March  16, 
1886.     The  mother  passed    to   her   rest   in    1865. 
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There  had  been  born  to  them  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely,  Andrew  V.i 
John  G..  Frank,  and  David  G.,  our  subject.  The 
parents  were  widelv  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Fulton  County  as  representing  its  most  sub- 
stantial and  reliable  elements.  Their  children  re- 
ceived careful  home  training  and  a  good  common- 
school  education,  and  imbibed  those  principles  of 
morality  and  sentiments  of  honor  which  have  ren- 
dered them  worthj'  to  bear  the  name  and  mantle 
of  the  authors  of  their  being. 

David  G.  Lewis  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  couuty,  where  also  he  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary 
Yanostrand,  of  Fulton  County.  Mrs.  L.  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  AY.  and  Fhrebe  M.  Yanostrand, 
and  was  born  hi  Fultou  County,  111.,  in  1856.  Of 
this  union  there  are  two  children :  George,  born 
Aug.  1.5.  1875,  and  Carrie,  Feb.  13,  1886.  The 
family  residence  is  a  neat  and  comfortable  structure, 
and  the  barn  and  out-buildings  are  in  keeping  with 
the  general  air  of  thrift  and  comfort  which  pre- 
vades  the  premises.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  stead}'  and 
persistent  worker,  and  his  labors  in  due  time  will 
bring  him  his  just  reward. 


JOHN  AYIIALEN,  who  has  a  stock  farm  on 
section  30,  Amity  Township,  devotes  a 
large  proportion  of  his  time  to  school  teach- 
ing, for  which  profession  he  is  peculiarly  (it- 
ted,  not  only  by  education,  but  by  natural  inclina- 
tion. Mr.  Whalen  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
County,  and  was  born  Feb.  15,  1847.  He  is  the 
son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Foley)  Whalen,  who 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  America 
when  they  were  about  twenty  years  of  age.  His 
father  was  the  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Dorau) 
Wiialen.  To  Patrick  AVhalen  and  wife  a  family 
of  five  children  were  born,  namely,  Jerome  M., 
John,  James,  Mary  and  Fannie.  John  Whalen 
now  owns  100  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  all  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  which  is  ditched  and  well 
drained;  .Jerome  Whalen  w.'is  educated  in  the  col- 
lege at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  at  Notre  Dame  Uni- 
versity, located  near  South   Bend,  St.  Joseph  Co., 
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Ind. ;  Mary  and  Fannie  both  attended  St.  Mary's 
Academy  atMorris,  111.,  where  the  former  still  re- 
mains; the  Litter  has  returned  home.  James  died 
May  1,  1877,  in  Livingston  C'ountj',  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years. 

John  Whalen,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the 
nigh  School  in  Pontile,  and  afterward  attended 
the  Jacksonville  Business  College,  where  he  took  a 
thorough  practical  course.  Although  he  is  a  farm- 
owner  and  stock-raiser,  he  devotes  most  of  his 
time  to  teaching,  in  which  profession  he  has  been 
eminently  successful. 


^  ftlLLIAM  W.  SKINNER,  whose  early  life 
\&Jil  "^^  characterized  by  energetic  and  indus- 
W^  trious  farm  employments,  in  which  he  was 
remarkably  successful  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock- 
dealer,  has  now  wisely  retired,  and  is  spending  his 
declining  years  in  the  ease  and  comfort  of  a  hand- 
some home  in  Fairbuiy.  He  is  a  native  of  Devon- 
shire, England,  and  was  born  May  5,  1828.  His 
parents,  William  and  Grace  (Leeworthy)  Skinner, 
were  of  pure  English  blood,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1834,  when  their  son  William  was  but 
a  child  six  years  of  age.  After  landing  in  New 
York  City  they  proceeded  to  Sangerfield,  Oneida 
County,  which  remained  their  residence  twelve 
years  thereafter,  and  during  which  time  the  father 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1846  they  all  came 
to  Illinois,  and  the  father  purchased  land  in  Ken- 
dall County,  where  he  built  up  a  fine  homestead, 
and  cultivated  the  soil  until  departing  from  the 
scenes  of  his  earthly  labors.  He  was  born  in  1803, 
and  died  in  1855.  The  mother,  born  in  1799, 
passed  away  three  years  before  her  husband,  in 
1852.  The  household  included  nine  children, 
namely :  Mary  and  Jane,  now  deceased ;  William, 
our  subject;  Henry;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  John, 
Eliza,  Morgan  and  Martha. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  after 
reaching  his  majority.  He  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Kendall  County,  and  began  the  ca- 
reer which  subsequently  proved  so  prosperous. 
His  property  includes  480  acres  of  some  of  the 
finest  land   in  Forest  Township,  a   handsome   and 
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There  had  been  boj-n  to  them  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely,  Andrew  V.. 
John  G.,  Frank,  and  David  G.,  onr  subject.  The 
parent-s  were  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out Fulton  County  as  representing  its  most  sub- 
stantial and  reliable  elements.  Their  children  re- 
ceived careful  home  training  and  a  good  common- 
school  education,  and  imbibed  those  principles  of 
morality  and  sentiments  of  honor  which  hnve  ren- 
dered them  wortln'  to  bear  the  name  and  mnntle 
of  the  authors  of  their  being. 

David  G.  Lewis  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  count}-,  where  also  he  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Mary 
Vanostrand,  of  Fulton  County.  Mrs.  L.  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  AV.  and  Pho3be  M.  Vanostrand, 
and  was  born  rn  Fulton  County,  111.,  in  1856.  Of 
this  union  there  are  two  children :  George,  born 
Aug.  15.  1875,  and  Carrie,  Feb.  13,  1886.  Tlie 
family  residence  is  a  neat  and  comfortable  structure, 
and  the  Itarn  and  out-buildings  are  in  keeping  with 
the  general  air  of  thrift  and  comfort  which  pre- 
vades  the  premises.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  steady  and 
persistent  worker,  and  his  labors  in  due  time  will 
bring  him  his  just  reward. 


JOHN  AVHALEN,  who  has  a  stock  farm  on 
section  30,  Amity  Township,  devotes  a 
large  proportion  of  his  time  to  school  teach- 
ing, for  which  profession  he  is  peculiarly  fit- 
ted, not  onlj-  by  education,  but  by  natural  inclina- 
tion. Mr.  Whalen  is  a  native  of  Livingston 
Count}',  and  was  born  Feb.  15,  1847.  He  is  the 
son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Foley)  Whalen,  who 
were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  America 
when  they  were  about  twenty  years  of  age.  His 
father  was  the  son  'if  Michael  and  Mar}'  (Doran) 
Whalen.  To  Patrick  Whalen  and  wife  a  family 
of  five  children  were  born,  namely,  Jerome  M., 
Joiin,  James,  Mary  and  Fannie.  John  Whalen 
now  owns  100  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  all  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  which  is  ditched  and  well 
drained;  Jerorne  Whalen  w.-is  educated  in  the  col- 
lege at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  at  Notre  Dame  Uni- 
versity, located  near  South  liend,  St.  Joseph  Co., 
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Ind. ;  Mary  and  Fannie  both  attended  St.  Mary's 
Academy  at^Morris,  111.,  where  the  former  still  re- 
mains; the  latter  has  returned  liome.  James  died 
M.iy  ],  1877,  in  Livingston  County,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years. 

John  Whalen,  our  subject,  was  educated  in  the 
nigh  School  in  Pontine,  and  afterward  attended 
the  Jacksonville  Business  College,  where  he  took  a 
thorough  practical  course.  Although  he  is  a  farm- 
owner  and  stock-raiser,  he  devotes  most  of  his 
time  to  teaching,  in  which  profession  he  has  been 
eminentl}'  successful. 


^  I^ILLIAM  W.  SKINNER,  whose  early  life 
\/iJ/i  ^^^*  characterized  by  energetic  and  indus- 
W^  trious  farm  employments,  in  which  he  was 
remarkably  successful  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock- 
dealer,  has  now  wisely  retired,  and  is  spending  his 
declining  years  in  the  ease  and  comfort  of  a  hand- 
some home  in  Fairbuiy.  He  is  a  native  of  Devon- 
shire, England,  and  was  born  May  5,  1828.  His 
parents,  William  and  Grace  (Leeworthy)  Skinner, 
were  of  pure  English  blood,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1834,  when  their  son  William  was  but 
a  child  six  years  of  age.  After  landing  in  New 
York  City  they  proceeded  to  Sangerfleld,  Oneida 
County,  which  remained  their  residence  twelve 
years  thereafter,  and  during  which  time  the  father 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1846  they  all  came 
to  Illinois,  and  the  father  purchased  land  in  Ken- 
dall County,  where  he  built  up  a  fine  homestead, 
and  cultivated  the  soil  until  departing  from  the 
scenes  of  his  earthly  labors.  He  was  born  in  1803, 
and  died  in  1855.  The  mother,  born  in  1799, 
passed  away  three  years  before  her  husband,  in 
1852.  The  household  included  nine  children, 
namely :  M.ary  and  Jane,  now  deceased;  William, 
our  subject;  Henry;  Elizabeth,  deceased;  John, 
Eliza,  Morgan  and  Martha. 

Mr.  Skinner  was  educated  in  the  common  schools, 
and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  after 
reaching  his  majority.  He  then  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Kendall  County,  and  began  theca- 
reer  which  suljsequcntly  proved  so  prosperous. 
His  property  includes  480  acres  of  some  of  the 
finest  land   in   Forest  Township,  a    handsome    and 
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substantial  farm  dwelling,  with  its  necessaiy  adja- 
cent buildings,  and  an  acre  of  land  within  the  limits 
of  Fairbury.  After  reaching  his  thirt3'-second  year 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  F. 
Alford,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  in  November,  18G0.  Mrs.  8.  was  born 
in  Clinton  County,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  9,  1844,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Wesley  J.  and  Cornelia  B.  (Randall) 
Alford,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Her  fa- 
ther was  born  Aug.  17,  1820,  and  h6r  mother  in 
1823.  They  are  both  living,  and  residents  of  Belle 
Prairie  Township,  this  countj-,  where  for  many 
years  Mr.  A.  followed  farming.  The  parents  were 
married  in  1839,  and  the  familj'  circle  was  com- 
pleted by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  namely,  Lu- 
cina  R.,  Hannah  F.,  Seth  R.,  Emeline,  Lorenzo 
W.,  Louisa,  George,  Allie  and  Warren  L. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner  have  two  sons  only :  Rod- 
ney C.  was  born  May  12,  1863,  and  married  Miss 
Ella  Evans,  of  Chenoa;  he  is  farming  in  Forest 
Township.  William  was  born  Sept,  1,  1870,  and 
is  reading  medicine  in  the  office  of  Dr.  C.  G.  Lewis, 
of  Fairbury.  Mr.  Skinner,  jjolitically,  uniformly 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  is  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  the  temperance  movement. 
Mrs.  S.  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 


-~v-.-.e2JZj275?^^-^^^»-g|-a/3TO>v.'\rt^ 


/^  EORG 

((((=,  pio.H 
^yS!    inTi 


r 


)EORGE  B.  FOSTER,  one  of  the  oldest  living 
pioneers  of  Livingston  County,  was  born 
ioga  County,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  17,  1825,  the 
son  of  John  and  Susan  (Shephard)  Foster,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the  latter,  who  it  is 
known  was  of  New  England  birth,  was  probably 
reared  not  far  from  the  birthplace  of  her  husband. 
The  Foster  family  is  of  English  ancestry,  and  w.as 
first  represented  in  this  country  in  the  Colonial  days. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  of  Scotch  descent, 
and  her  great-grandfather  settled  in  New  England 
probably  before  the  commencement  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  The  Fosters  were  largely  repre- 
sented in  New  England,  and  the  father  of  our 
subject  was  one  of  a  numerous  family  whose  father 
had  been  married  several  times.  The  children  now 
living  are:    Edward,   of  Denver,  Col.;  Robert,  of 


Kansas ;  James,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  Frank,  Charles, 
and  George  B.  of  our  sketch. 

In  1837  John  Foster,  with  sixteen  others  of  the 
same  patronymic,  including  the  family  of  the 
maternal  grandfather,  started  West,  making  their 
way  to  Cleveland.  Ohio,  by  lake  and  rail,  then 
engaged  teams  and  proceeded  overland,  locating 
first  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  on  account  of  the  cold 
weather,  which  interfered  with  their  comfort  while 
camping  out  at  night.  They  remained  there  three 
months,  when  they  continued  their  journey,  finall3' 
settling  in  Pontiac.  Here  our  subject  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  trained  especially  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  economy  while  receiving  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  pioneer  school.  He  took  kindly  to 
labor,  and  at  an  early  age  became  initiated  into  tiie 
secrets  of  successful  farming,  which  he  naturally 
chose  as  his  future  vocation.  He  was  married,  Dec. 
21,  1852,  after  reaching  his  twenty -seventh  year,  to 
Miss  Martha  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  Feb. 
25,  1834.  Mrs.  F.  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Emily  (De  Moss)  Jones,  natives  of  Kentuckj',  who 
emigrated  to  Illinois  about  1846,  and  settled  in 
Owego  Township.  They  afterward  removed  to 
California,  where  the  mother  died  about  1863,  and 
where  Mr.  Jones  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Foster  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
the  record  is  as  follows:  Agnes,  the  first  born,  died 
when  one  year  old ;  Henry  obtained  a  fine  educa- 
tion and  is  now  Principal  of  the  Pontiac  High 
School,  and  numbered  among  the  efficient  popular 
educators  of  the  county;  Emily  is  the  wife  of 
William  Decker,  a  prosperous  merchant  of  Owego 
Township;  Susan  married  Charles  Grandy,  who  is 
farming  in  Pontiac  Township,  where  Nathan  also 
pursues  the  same  calling;  Clarence  is  a  resident  of 
Owego  Township. 

In  1852  Mr.  Foster  purchased  the  land  compris- 
ing his  present  farm,  which  was  then  an  unculti- 
vated tract  of  prairie,  distant  from  markets  and 
even  from  the  traveled  highway.  Scarcely  a  fur- 
row had  been  turned,  while  deer  and  other  wild 
game  were  plentiful  in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Foster, 
being  quite  a  marksman,  kept  his  family  supplied 
with  the  finest  of  wild  meats,  and  if  at  times  they 
lacked  flour  they  were  seldom  without  the  impor 
taut  article  of  meat.     He  commenced  farming  with 
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an  ox-team  and  a  few  rude  implementsi  which  would 
be  regarded  with  ridicule  at  the  present  day.  He 
set  out,  however,  with  the  resolution  of  making  the 
best  of  circumstances,  gaining  a  little  each  year 
until  he  had  turned  the  sod  upon  the  greater  part 
of  his  possessions  and  brought  the  soil  to  a  good 
st^te  of  cultivation.  It  is  now  considered  one  of  the 
finest  farms  of  its  size  in  Qwego  Township,  and 
although  consisting  of  but  eighty  acres  is  more 
valuable  than  many  occupying  a  larger  area. 

Mr.  Foster,  while  having  an  abundance  of  labor 
on  hand  in  connection  with  his  own  interests,  has 
deported  himself  unselfishly  and  given  whatever  of 
his  time  and  attention  that  was  needful  in  subserv- 
ing the  welfare  of  his  community.  He  has  been 
School  Director  for  many  years,  .and  sought  by 
his  influence,  and  more  substantial  methods  when 
necessary,  to  encourage  those  enterprises  tending  to 
the  welfare  of  the  people.  He  uniformly  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  with  his  estimable  lady  is 
numbered  among  the  valued  residents  of  Living- 
ston County,  who  have  as«;isted  in  the  development 
of  its  resources,  rejoiced  in  its  prosperity,  and  con- 
tributed their  quota  toward  its  mural  welfare. 


(^NDREW  J.  BROOKS,  of  Rook's  Creek 
^^1  Township,  owns  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres 
on  section  26,  of  which  he  has  been  in  pos- 
session since  the  spring  of  1874.  This  he 
has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  using 
considerable  tiling,  and  purposes  draining  the  land 
still  further  in  this  manner.  His  farming  opera- 
tions have  been  conducted  with  industry  and  good 
judgment,  and  he  has  in  all  respects  performed  his 
part  as  a  useful  citizen  and  a  skillful  agriculturist. 
He  has  attended  principally  to  his  own  concerns, 
but  has  kept  himself  posted  upon  current  events, 
and  is  alwaj's  pleased  to  note  the  progress  and  ad- 
vancement, both  morally  and  financially,  of  the 
people  around  him. 

As  far  back  as  he  has  any  record,  the  ancestors 
of  Mr.  Brooks  were  of  American  birth  and  parent- 
age, and  mostlj'  resi<lents  of  New  York  State. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  .John  Brooks,  served  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 


New  York  State.  The  parents,  Martin  and  Han- 
nah (Appleby)  Brooks,  were  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State ;  the  former  was  born  in  Greene  County. 
In  1 8o3  they  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  La 
Salle  County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  Their  household  included  twelve  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  lived  to  become  men  and 
women.  Andrew  J.,  our  subject,  was  the  youngest, 
and  was  born  in  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  March  12, 
1850.  He  received  a  common-school  education, 
and  when  twenty  j'ears  of  age  commenced  farming 
for  himself.  A  year  later  he  was  mairied  to  Miss 
Sarah  E.  Hornbeck,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride,  Dec.  1,  1870.  The  young 
people  commenced  life  together  on  a  farm  in  La 
S.alle- Count}',  whence  they  removed  three  3'ears 
Later  to  Streator,  111.,  renting  Land,  which  they  tilled 
one  j^ear,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his 
present  farm.  He  was  prospered  in  his  labors,  and 
invested  his  surplus  capital  in  another  eighty  acres 
on  section  3.5,  all  of  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  all  living,  with  one  exception,  and  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Viola,  who  was  born 
Jan.  3,  1872,  died  June  12,  1884,  when  an  inter- 
esting child  of  twelve  years;  Howard  was  born 
May  10,  1874;  Bertie,  Sept.  26,  1876;  Henry,  Jan. 
1,  1879;  Ina,  April  21,  1881,  and  Ralph,  May  16, 
1883.  They  form  a  bright  family  group,  of  which 
the  parents  have  reason  to  be  proud. 

Mrs.  Brooks  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Deb- 
orah (Kimball)  Hornbeck,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  La  Salle 
County  in  1855.  The  household  included  seven 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  B.  w.as  the  third.  Four 
are  now  living,  namely :  Newton  J.  is  mai'ried,  a 
resident  of  Kansas,  and  the  father  of  six  children; 
Sarah,  vvife  of  our  subject;  Clara  married  Albert 
Davis,  and  became  the  mother  of  two  children;  she 
is  now  a  widow  and  lives  in  Streator.  Ida  H.  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Sheppard,  of  Chicago,  and 
is  the  mother  of  one  child.  A.  Lincoln  died 
June  8,  1886,  unmarried,  when  about  twenty-six 
years  of  age.  The  parents  of  these  children  were 
married  June  14,  1843.  The  father  was  born  July 
10,  1822,  and  the  mother  July  20,  1817. 
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The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mr.  Brooks  are  as 
follows:  Lawrence  is  raarrierl  and  a  resident  of 
Ford  County;  he  has  no  children.  Harriett  is 
married  to  her  third  hus^band,  Jackson  Whittaker, 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage; her  first  husband  was  Peter  Alson,  and  her 
second,  John  Hogaboom.  Burgess,  married,  is  a 
resident  of  Nebraska,  and  has  five  children ;  Sa- 
rah, Mrs.  Peter  VanValkenburg,  is  the  mother  of 
five  children,  and  a  resident  of  New  York  State; 
Edwin  is  married,  and  has  seven  children ;  he  is  a 
resident  of  Adair  County,  Iowa.  Andrew  J.,  of 
our  sketch,  was  the  3'oungest. 
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lIRARD  FORDYCE,  one  of  the  most  exten- 
sive farmers,  stock-raisers,  and  breeders  of 
Short-horn  cattle  and  Hambletonian  horses, 
as  well  as  general  dealer  in  stock,  in  Reading  Town- 
ship, where  he  lives  on  section  21,  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  on  the  5th  of 
December,  1834.  He  is  the  son  of  Corbley  and 
Jane  (Bailey)  Fordyce,  also  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. The  father  was  born  June  7,  1807,  and  died 
Nov.  13,  1862,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years- 
The  mother  was  born  June  16,  1811,  and  is  now 
seventy-six  j'ears  of  age  and  residing  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  the  county  in  which  she  was  born. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer,  stock- 
raiser  and  feeder,  and  in  this  business  met  with 
good  success.  His  political  affiliations  were  with 
the  Whig  and  Republican  parties,  and  he,  as  well  as 
his  wife,  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Protest- 
ant Church.  To  them  were  born  the  following- 
named  children:  Eliza  Ann,  born  Feb.  15,  1830, 
and  married  John  Smith,  a  farmer  and  merchant; 
they  have  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  one  de- 
ceased, and  now  reside  in  Greene  County,  Pa. 
Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  28,  1832,  married  John 
Church,  has  had  three  children,  one  deceased :  they 
reside  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  where  the  husband  is 
engaged  as  a  farmer  and  stock-breeder.  Girard  is 
our  subject;  Mary,  born  Jan.  17,  1836,  married 
Thomas  B.  Smith,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  a 
local  minister  in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church: 
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they  have  seven  children  and  reside  in  Ohio.  Joab 
B.,  born  March  27,  1838,  married  Eliza  Garrison, 
and  has  had  three  children,  of  whom  two  are  de- 
ceased; the  family  reside  in  Greene  County,  Pa., 
where  Joab  is  a  farmer  and  stock-dealer.  John  G., 
born  Feb.  14,  1841,  is  a  farmer  in  Greene  County, 
Pa. ;  he  first  married  Jennie  Huffman,  who  died  after 
the  birth  of  two  children,  and  he  afterward  married 
Mary  Phillips,  by  whom  he  has  had  one  child. 
Corbley,  born  Aug.  30,  1843,  died  July  10,  1845. 
Hattie,  born  March  3,  1846,  married  Joshua  Rice, 
a  farmer,  and  has  had  six  children,  one  of  whom  is 
dead;  Ellen,  born  Oct.  20,  1850,  died  in  infancy; 
Jennie,  born  April  9,  1848,  nuarried  Peter  Huffman, 
a  farmer,  and  resides  in  Greene  County,  Pa.;  .Jo- 
seph B.,  born  Feb.  9,  1852,  died  May  3,  1857; 
Homer  C,  born  July  3,  1855,  married  Elizabeth 
Huffman,  has  three  children,  and  resides  in  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  1853,  Mr.  Fordyce  was 
married  to  Joanna  Coe,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  on  the  26th  of  M.arch,  1839,  and  the  daughter 
of  Silas  and  Ruth  (Church)  Coe.  The  marriage 
occurred  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  father,  at 
Waj'uesburg,  Pa.,  the  Rev.  William  C.  Leonard 
officiating.  To  her  parents  were  born  the  follow- 
ing-named children:  William,  born  Jan.  28,  1837, 
and  died  Oct.  4,  1864,  in  Pennsylvania;  .Joanna,  the 
wife  of  our  subject;  John,  born  June  12,  1842,  mar- 
ried Jennie  Knight,  now  deceased,  and  afterward  he 
married  Annie  Keith ;  they  have  had  six  children, 
two  of  whom  are  deceased.  John  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  resides  in  Ancona;  Henr3',  born 
Feb.  14,  1845,  married  Maria  Fr}'  on  the  13th  of 
September,  1864,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1865,  in  Greene 
County,  Pa.;  Joseph,  born  Dec.  25,  1847,  married 
Prude  Barackman,  and  resides  on  a  fai-m  in  Read- 
ing Township.  (At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this 
sketch  Joseph  and  his  wife  are  sojourning  in  Cali- 
fornia with  the  hope  of  restoring  the  health  of  the 
latter.)  Sarah,  born  Nov.  2,  1850,  and  married 
George  W.  Mathis,  a  merchant  and  publisher  of 
Ancona,  whose  biography  will  be  found  in  another 
part  of  this  book:  Cephas,  born  Nov.  14,  1853 
married  Carrie  Barackman,  and  has  three  children 
living;  he  is  a  farmer  and  resides  in  Reading  Town- 
ship. Lile  Ann,  born  Feb.  31,  1857,  married  James  ^'r 
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p.  Mathis,  and  has  had  three  children,  one  of  whom 
is  dead ;  her  husband  is  a  merchant,  and  stock  and 
grain  dealer  at  Rutland.  Robert  G.  resides  in 
California,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
bank. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Girard  Fordyce  eight  children 
have  been  born :  Mary  L.,  in  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
25th  of  May,  1865;  she  is  now  a  student  in  Eureka 
College.  Joseph  C  born  Feb.  1 ,  1 867,  died  April 
1,  1868;  Franklin,  born  June  23,  1869;  Charles  J., 
March  21,  1872:  John  G.,  July  19,  1874;  Harry  S., 
Co-t.  16,  1876:  Nellie  R.,  Dec.  28,  1880,  and  C. 
Roy,  Jan.  27,  1885.  Mr.  Fordj'ce  now  owns  207i 
acres  of  land,  located  on  sections  21,28  and  33,  seven 
and  one-half  of  which  are  covered  with  timber, 
while  all  the  remainder  is  susceptible  of  high  culti- 
vation. A  good  class  of  improvements,  including 
suitable  buildings,  has  been  made  by  Mr.  Fordyce. 

In  his  j-outh  Mr.  Fordyce  received  an  excellent 
common-school  education,  and  afterward  graduated 
from  the  Waynesburg  College,  located  in  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  after  which  he  attended  medical  lec- 
tures in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  then  practiced  medi- 
cine for  two  years.  In  1863  he  responded  to  his 
country's  call  by  enlisting  and  recruiting  a  com- 
pany of  which  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant.  After 
going  into  camp  he  was  notified  by  telegraph  that 
his  father  was  fatalh'  ill  and  could  not  live  long, 
and  upon  his  arrival  at  home  he  found  the  truth  of 
the  summons  verified.  His  father  exacted  a  prom- 
ise from  him  to  resign  his  commission  in  the  army 
and  return  home  for  the  purpose  of  settling  up  the 
estate  he  might  leave.  He  considered  that  his  ob- 
ligations to  his  father  and  his  family  preceded  his 
duty  to  his  countrj',  and  heeded  the  call  made  upon 
him  by  his  father. 

Mr.  Fordyce  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
part3',  in  which  he  takes  an  active  interest.  He 
has  been  School  Director  for  four  terms,  and  has 
also  served  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  in  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Long 
Point,  and  cheerfully  engages  in  such  works  of 
benevolence  as  the  conditions  of  tlie  case  may  war- 
rant. He  is  a  business  man  of  rare  ability,  and  of 
pleasant  social  address,  progressive  in  his  ideas  and 
energetic  in  whatever  he  undertakes. 


ICHAEL  D.  PETERS  is  farming  on  section 
1,  Ne'O'town  Tp.,  and  ccial  mining  in  Shaft 
No.  3,  of  the  Vermillion  Coal  Company, 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  locality  for 
sixteen  j'ears.  during  which  time,  for  about  four 
years,  he  operated  a  small  shaft  of  his  own  on  his 
farm.  Mr.  Peters  is  one  of  the  oldest  employes  in 
the  shaft,  and  has  always  been  constant  and  faith- 
ful iu  his  work.  When  not  engaged  at  the  shaft, 
he  devotes  his  time  to  his  farm. 

Mr.  Peters  was  born  iu  Ireland  in  the  year  1841, 
and  is  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Peters,  natives 
of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  1849,  at  which 
time  they  had  six  children.  They  left  Waterford 
in  April,  and  landed  at  New  York  City  on  the  9th 
of  Jiine,  after  a  long  and  tempestuous  voyage. 
From  New  York  City  they  went  to  Troy,  N.  Y., 
where  they  remained  about  two  months,  and  then 
moved  to  Blossburg,  Pa.,  where  they  remained, 
the  boj'S  engaging  at  work  in  the  coal  mines  at  that 
place.  The  father  was  then  too  old  to  work,  but 
remained  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1866.  Our  subject's  mother  died  in  1851,  soon  af- 
ter settling  in  Pennsylvania.  To  the  parents  were 
born  eight  children — James,  Patrick,  Dennis,  John, 
Michael,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Bridget.  Of  these,  three 
are  now  living:  John,  married,  has  three  children, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  coal  mines  at  Houtzdale,  Pa.; 
Bridget,  the  .wife  of  Michael  Eagan,  who  has  been 
engaged  as  watchman  for  the  New  York  &  Erie  Rail- 
road at  Corning,  N.  Y.,  for  twenty-five  years.  Of 
the  others,  two  died  in  Ireland,  two  died  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Sarah,  Mrs.  James  Lacey,  died  in  Mor- 
ris, Grundy  Co.,  111.  Michael,  our  subject,  lived  at 
home  until  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  when 
he  devoted  several  years  to  traveling  from  one 
place  to  another,  nearly  all  over  the  United  States, 
aud  has  been  in  most  of  the  principal  cities  of  the 
North  and  South.  He  was  near  Chattanooga  at 
the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  en- 
listed in  the  6th  Alabama  Regiment  for  one  year. 
About  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he  ran 
away  and  crossed  the  line  into  McClelland's  camp, 
where  he  surrendered  himself  and  then  returned  to 
Pennsylvania. 

On  the  15th  day  of  January,  1867,  Mr.  Peters 
was  married  to  Ann   Lonergon,  of  Bellefonte,  Pa., 
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where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Mar}'  (Murphy)  Lonergon,  na- 
tives of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  day,  and  were  married  in  Pennsylvania. 
They  reared  a  large  famil}'  of  children,  of  whom 
our  subject's  wife  was  the  third.  Soon  after  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Peters  came  to  Pontiac,  and  engaged  in 
coal  mining  in  the  Pontiac  mines,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  one  year,  and  then  mined  coal  in 
La  Salle  for  about  the  same  length  of  time.  From 
La  Salle  he  went  to  Streator,  remaining  one  year, 
and  then  to  his  present  location.  Ten  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters,  four  of  whom 
died  in  infancy:  Sadie  was  born  Jan.  15,  187.5; 
Annie,  Feb.  8,  1878;  Michael  and  Katie,  twins,  Jan. 
6,  1881.  These  four  are  all  living  at  home,  the 
rest  are  dead.  Mr.  Peters  and  his  family  are  de- 
vout members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  attend 
services  at  Streator. 


<X\  )>)ILLIAM  A.  LATHAM,  a  representative 
\^/l  f'i''™c''  and  stock-raiser  of  Owego  Town- 
\f/^  ship,  is  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
was  born  on  the  12th  of  December,  1837,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  Latham,  both  New 
Englanders  by  birth.  When  an  infant  he  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared.  He  received  a  fair  English 
education,  and  after  having  reached  years  of  ma- 
turity came  to  Illinois  and  resided  in  McLean 
County  a  number  of  years.  He  removed  from 
Kankakee  to  Livingston  County  in  1885,  and  has 
resided  here  ever  since.  He  owns  400  acres  of  land 
in  Livingston  County,  and  also  an  interest  in  a 
large  stock  ranch  in  Colorado. 

In  Bloomington,  111.,  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1874,  his  marriage  was  celebrated,  at  which  time 
Miss  Frances  J.  Weyand,  an  accomplished  lady  of 
Bloomington,  111.,  became  his  wife.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Catherine  Weyand,  they  having 
been  among  the  worthy  and  esteemed  pioneers  of 
McLean  County,  who  settled  in  Bloomington  at  an 
early  day.  The  mother  is  deceased.  The  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latham  has  been  blessed  with 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living — Florence, 


Arthur  W.,  Mary  C.  and  John  H.  Mrs.  L.  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  an  active  and 
influential  member  of  society. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  successful  in 
business  affairs,  and  is  a  public-spirited  man,  being 
in  favor  of  all  things  which  tend  to  elevate  society 
and  improve  the  community.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  a  leading  citizen  in  all  public  affairs. 
None  are  more  worthy  of  a  place  in  this  Album 
than  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Latham,  who  enjoy  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  entire  community  in  which 
they  live. 


^]  OSEPH  R.  PLOWMAN.  Whatever  a  man 
may  (iwn  of  this  world's  goods,  it  is  some 
satisfaction  to  himself,  and  certainly  a  credit 
readily  conceded  to  him,  when  they  are  ob- 
tained through  his  own  efforts,  as  the  reward  that 
comes  of  industry  and  prudence.  The  greatest  ac- 
complishments are  those  made  by  men  who  are 
thrown  entirely  upon  their  own  resources,  and  carve 
out  the  fortunes  of  which  they  become  possessors, 
and  when  these  men  succeed  in  their  efforts,  they 
seldom  fritter-  away  their  holdings,  for  they  know 
under  what  difficulty  they  were  obtained.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  a  self-made  man,  and  his  ex- 
cellent farm  in  Pontiac  Township,  with  all  its  be- 
longings, stands  as  the  evidence  of  hard  work 
through  life. 

Mr.  Plowman  was  born  iu  Huntingdon  County, 
Pa.,  on  the  4th  of  July,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
Edward  L.  and  Sarah  L.  Plowman,  the  father  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  and  the  mother  of  Mifflin  County, 
Pa.  His  paternal  ancestors  are  of  German  descent, 
and  the  maternal  of  English  descent.  His  fore- 
fathers were  among  the  pioneers  of  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa.  His  parents  settled  in  La  Salle  County, 
111.,  in  the  year  1854,  and  were  among  the  pioneers 
of  that  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  the  father  dying  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1884,  and  the  mother  on  the  11th  of  September, 
1876;  they  had  two  children,  named  Joseph  R.  and 
Apollos  F. 

Mr.  Plowman  married  on  the  M  of  April,  1868, 

Martha  E.  Cays,  daughter  of  Conrad  Cays,  of  La 

Salle  County,  111.     They  have  four  children :  Dora, 
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wife  of  H.  F.  Davis,  of  this  conutj' ;  Arthur,  Elmer 
and  Minnie.  Mr.  Plowman  removed  to  Living- 
ston County  in  the  fall  of  1880,  and  thence  upon 
his  present  farm  in  the  spring  of  1887.  He  owns 
120  acres  of  land,  which  is  known  for  its  fertility 
and  tine  location.  t)n  the  14th  of  August,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  104th  Illinois  Infantry, 
under  Capt.  AV.  H.  Collins,  and  was  attached  to  the 
14th  Army  Corps,  Armj-  of  the  Cumberland,  and 
participated  in  many  eng.igements  and  skirmishes 
in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  the  principal  field  of 
operation  of  that  army  corps.  After  serving  near!}' 
three  3'ears,  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  the 
5th  of  July.  18(3.3,  when  he  returned  to  peaceful  pur- 
suits in  Illinois. 

Mr.  Plowman  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a  comrade  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  In  each  of  these  organizations  he 
takes  au  active  interest,  and  occupies  a  prominent 
position.  AVhile  a  citizen  of  La  Salle  Count}',  he 
served  as  Collector  and  Assessor  of  Reading  Town- 
ship. Although  comparatively  a  new  citizen  of 
Livingston  County,  he  has  already  formed  very 
pleasant  social  relations  with  tiie  older  citizens,  and 
it  is  very  probable  that  his  conditions  and  sur- 
roundings will  prove  very  [ileasant  and  profitable 
in  the  future. 


^^^  AMUEL  M.  PRICER,  Supervisor  of  Avoca 
^^^  Township,  and  the  representative  of  a  fine 
lt|V£jjj'  old  Pennsylvania  family,  is  one  of  the  most 
l»rosperons  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  this 
townsliip.  to  which  he  came  in  1873  and  settled  on 
his  present  farm,  which  embraces  460  acres  on  sec- 
tion l,.'ind  to  the  niannuciiicnt  of  wiiii-h  lie  liives 
h\>  attention.  Tlic  land  w.-i-  tlicn  in  an  uni-ulti- 
vated  state,  liut  1)V  tiie  excrcix-  of  continuous  in- 
dustry .-ind  good  judgment.  b.i~  bci-omc  one  of  the 
most  finely  cultivateil  and  fertile  tracts  in  tiie  soutli- 
eni  part  of  Livingston  County.  .Mr.  Pricer,  of  late 
years,  lias  taken  life  easici-.  but  >1ill  extends  the 
.sinie  sujiervision  as  of  old  umi-  lii~  f.inn  op<  rations, 
which  are  cr>nducted  aftci-  tin-  luu-t  hiurlcin  .md  np- 
proved  method-. 

Our  .-ub/'ct  wa-  born  in  Ro.-s  County,  Oliio,  Eeb. 
IC.  1824.  and  is  the  son    of   Jacob   and    Elizabeth 
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(Benner)  Pricer,  whose  birth  took  place  near  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Upon  both  sides  the  par- 
ents were  of  (icrman  ancestry,  and  their  hrmsehold 
included  seven  children,  of  whom  the  following  sur- 
vive: Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Alexander  Brown:  Louisa, 
Mrs.  David  Brown :  Frances  L.,  the  wife  of  John 
M.  Dwire:  and  Samuel  RL,  our  subject.  With  the 
exception  of  the  last  they  are  all  residents  of  Ross 
County,  Ohio.  The  parents  located  in  that  county 
during  the  pioneer  daj\«,  where  the  father  carried  on 
farming  sxTccessfully,  and  where  his  death  took  place 
in  the  spring  of  1852.  The  mother  is  still  a  resi- 
dent there,  continuing  on  the  old  homestead,  near 
the  town  of  Conistock,  and  has  now  passed  her 
eightieth  birthday, 

Mr.  Pricer  spent  his  boj'hood  and  youth  among 
his  native  hiUs,  'receiving  a  good  education  in  a 
State  renoTvnied  for  its  school  facilities,  even  in  the 
country  districts.  He  was  fond  of  his  books,  mak- 
ing good  use  of  his  time,  and  after  leaving  school 
was  engaged  for  a  time  as  a  teacher.  Subsequently, 
when  but  a  j'outh  of  eighteen,  he  engaged  as  clerk 
and  book-keeper  in  the  mercantile  establishment  of 
Elijah  Rockhold,  with  whom  he  continued  four 
3'ears.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time  he  had  ac- 
cumulated sufficient  capital  to  go  into  business  for 
himself,  and  established  a  store  of  general  merchan- 
dise in  company  with  Jacob  Benner,  with  whom  he 
continued  five  years.  He  then  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  his  partner,  and  continued  there  in  busi- 
ness several  jears  longer,  after  which  he  came  to 
this  State. 

Mr.  Pricer,  upon  his  arrival  in  Illinois,  in  1862, 
established  himself  in  the  hotel  business  at  Salem, 
Marion  Count}',  and  thence  removed  to  East  St. 
Louis.  After  a  j'ear's  residence  at  that  point,  he 
established  himself  as  a  general  merchant  atQuincj', 
III.,  where  he  was  thus  occupied  three  years,  and 
then  engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  St.  Louis 
house.  In  1873  he  came  to  this  county,  settled 
down  upon  a  farm,  and  has  since  continued  a  resi- 
dent of  the  rural  districts.  To  this  latter  life  he 
seems  more  especiallj'  adapted,  and  nothing  could 
suit  him  better  than  its  employments  and  pleasures. 
He  has  been  blessed  with  good  health,  the  result  of 
good  habits,  and  besides  his  farm  duties  has  found 
time  to  interest  himself  in  the  welfare  of  his  com-  i  * 
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munity.  He  first  served  as  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways three  j^ears,  and  in  the  spring  of  1 88G  was 
elected  to  his  present  office  of  Supervisor,  the  du- 
ties of  which  he  is  discharging  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  takes  a 
keen  interest  in  the  success  of  Sunday-school  work, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  the  temperance  movement, 
and  is  Chairman  of  the  Blue  Ribbon  Society  of 
Owego  Township,  the  meetings  of  which  are  held 
regiilai'ly  in  the  Methodist  EpiscopaUChurch. 

The  marriage  of  Samuel  M.  Pricer  and  Miss 
Mary  E.  Latham  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  in  Washington,  Faj-ette  Co.,  Ohio,  in  May, 
1856.  Mrs.  Pricer  was  born  in  Grafton  County, 
N.  H.,  in  1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam H.  and  Eliza  (Comers)  Latham,  the  latter 
now  deceased.  Her  father  is  living,  and  a  resident 
of  Tennessee.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  have  no   children. 


?RANK  RALSBECK,  one  of  the  enterprising 
young  farmers  of  Esmen  Township,  is  lo- 
cated near  the  homestead  of  his  father-in- 
law,  Amariah  Bemis,  on  section  2,  where  in  addi- 
tion to  general  agriculture  he  is  engaged  in  the 
raising  of  fine  stock,  including  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs.  He  is  a  native  of  a  far  countr3',  having  been 
born  near  Laxey  Beach,  on  the  Isle  of  Man  in  the 
Irish  Sea,  July  4,  1852.  He  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  seven  children,  the  offspring  of  Robert 
and  Jane  (Gelling)  Raisbeck,  the  former  a  native 
of  England,  and  the  latter  of  the  original  Manx 
blood,  and  born  on  the  Island  where  her  son  was 
given  birth.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  Frank  and  Betsey  Raisbeck,  natives  of 
Yorkshire,  England,  emigrated  to  the  Isle  of  Man 
about  1839.  The  mother's  parents  were  John  and 
Jane  Gelling,  natives  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

Robert  Raisbeck,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  silver  miner  in  his  native  land  and  emigrated  to 
America  about  1856,  going  directly  westward 
to  Benton,  La  Fayette  Co.,  Wis.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lead  mining.  About  1861, 
leaving  his  famil}'  in  Benton,  he  went  to  Pike's  Peak 
and  thence,  after  a  short  stay,  to  Idaho,  returning 
in   1865.     He  then  removed  his  family'  to  Grund}' 


County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  coal  mining,  at 
which  he  still  employs  himself,  though  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Braceville. 

Our  subject  was  reared  partly  on  a  farm,  but 
spent  much  of  his  time  in  the  mines  where  his  father 
was  emploj'ed.  He  remained  a  member  of  the  par- 
ental household  until  reaching  his  majoritj',  and 
then  coming  to  this  count}'  engaged  as  clerk  in  a 
general  store  at  Odell.  He  remained  with  his  first 
employer  four  years,  and  then  desiring  a  change 
to  outdoor  life  he  went  up  into  the  lumber  regions 
of  INIiehigau,  where  he  spent  one  year.  He  was 
married,  March  23,  1876,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.,  daugh- 
ter of  Amariah  N.  and  Lucinda  (Backus)  Bemis 
(a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work). 
The  young  people  located  at  Odell,  where  they  lived 
six  months,  when  Mr.  Raisbeck  made  his  trip  to 
Michigan.  Upon  his  return  he  took  possession  of 
a  farm,  but  soon  after  resumed  clerking  in  Odell. 
A  year  later  he  returned  to  farm  life,  and  in  1881 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  the  limits  of  Odell, 
where  he  combined  the  occupations  of  clerk  and 
farmer.  In  1883  he  sold  this  property,  and  with 
his  family  took  up  his  residence  on  the  Bemis 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raisbeck,  six  in  number, 
are  named  respectively,  Edith  Mny;  Maxwell, 
deceased;  Robert  Bemis,  Nellie  Viola,  Lila  and 
Bessie. 
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z^EORGE  GOSHORN,  proprietor  of  100  acres 
(/|  ,^— .  of  fine  farming  land  on  section  21,  Indian 
^^J!  Grove  Township,  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
successful  stock-growers  of  the  southern  part  of 
Livingston  County,  to  which  he  came  in  February, 
1866.  He  is  an  Ohio  man,  and  was  born  in  Butler 
County,  Sept.  25,  1835,  remaining  a  resident  of  his 
native  State  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war, 
when  he  proffered  his  services  to  assist  in  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Leonard  and  Ellen 
(Dormnn)  Goshorn,  were  natives  respective!}'  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Marj'land,  and  neither  lived  to 
be  aged,  the  mother  dj'ing  in  1849,  and  the  father 
two  years  later.  They  spent  their  last  years  in 
Ohio,  where   the    father   followed    blacksmithing, 
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Tbe  household  circle  Included  the  following  chil- 
dreu:  Mathcw,  John.  Sarah  J..  George,  William 
and  Smith.  They  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation and  careful  home  training.  George  remained 
on  a  farw  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  called 
for  Union  troops,  and  then  laid  aside  his  personal 
interests  and  enlisted  in  Company  I,  39th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, as  a  private.  In  1SG3  lie  was  promoted 
Corporal,  and  served  in  the  army  four  years,  partic- 
ipating in  some  of  the  most  important  battles  of 
the  war.  He  first  met  the  euem}-  at  New  Madrid, 
after  having  been  detailed  to  the  northern  portion 
of  Missouri,  and  was  afterward  at  the  siege  of  Cor- 
inth and  the  battle  of  luka,  Miss.  In  October, 
after  a  second  engagement  at  Corinth,  his  regiment 
was  assigned  to  quarters  near  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and 
subsequentl}-  went  to  Chattanooga  and  joined  Sher- 
man's armj'  in  its  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea. 
While  at  Atlanta  our  subject,  on  the  22d  of  Jul^', 
180-1,  received  a  bad  flesh  wound  in  the  right  arm, 
and  was  confined  in  the  hospital  forty  daj's.  He 
was  granted  a  short  furlough,  upon  which  he  re- 
turned home  to  Ohio,  but  rejoined  his  regiment  at 
Atlanta,  whence  they  went  to  Savannah  and  took 
steamer  for  Buford,  S.  C.  Thence  they  marched 
across  the  State,  and  afterward  engaged  in  the 
hard-fought  battle  at  Bentonville,  N.  C.  About 
this  time  the  war  practically  ended  by  the  sur- 
render of  (Jen.  Lee  at  Appomattox.  Our  subject  and 
his  comrades  not  long  afterward  entered  the  Na- 
tional capital  for  the  grand  review,  and  were  mus- 
tered out  at  Louisville,  Kj'.  Mr.  G.  received  his 
filial  and  iionorable  discharge  at  Camp  Dennison, 
Ohio,  about  the  2.5th  of  July,  1865.  Concerning 
tlie  hardships,  privations  and  fatigues  which  were 
the  common  lot  of  all  who  participated  in  that 
memorable  struggle,  those  who  wci'e  the  most  in- 
terested have  remained  for  the  most  part  admira- 
bly silent.  Mr.  Goshorn.  likewise,  bore  with 
fortitude  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which  he  en- 
countered, and  is  entitled  to  equal  consideration. 
After  retiring  from  army  life  Mr.  Goshorn  spent 
a  brief  time  in  his  native  State,  and  then  set  out 
for  the  West.  After  selecting  his  future  aljiding- 
place  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rebecca 
J.  Crouch,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  Indian  Grove  Township  on  New 
4» 


Year's  Day,  1867.  The  j'oung  people  commenced 
life  together  in  a  modest  dwelling,  and  in  due  time 
became  the  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Nellie, 
born  Nov.  15,  1872.  She  is  now  an  interesting 
young  lady  of  fifteen  years.  ]Mis.  Goshorn  is  the 
daughter  of  Richard  G.  Crouch,  and  was  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  of  which  State  her  parents  were 
also  natives.     Her  mother  is  deceased. 

Both  our  subject  and  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
politicallj^  Mr.  Goshorn  is  a  decided  Republican. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternit}'. 

f/T^  IMON  F.  SLYDER,  an  aged  and  highly  re- 
^^^  spected  citizen  of  Owego  Township,  has 
\\\J_^]  been  identified  with  its  farming  interests 
for  over  twentj'  3'ears,  being  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  this  section,  and  coming  here 
when  but  a  small  portion  of  the  Prairie  soil  had 
been  turned  upward  to  the  sun.  He  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  Keystone  State,  imbibing  with  his  na- 
tive air  those  substantial  qualities  of  character 
which  were  so  much  needed  in  the  West  at  that 
period,  and  came  here  in  the  prime  of  life.  With 
his  strong  hands  and  resolute  will,  he  set  himself  to 
work  to  establish  a  permanent  home,  and  has  built 
up  a  record  of  which  his  descendants  should  be 
proud.  He  was  then  the  possessor  of  but  modest 
means,  and  the  fact  that  he  now  owns  400  broad 
acres  of  the  most  valuable  land  in  Central  Illinois,  is 
sutlicient  indication  of  the  success  which  has 
crowned  iiis  efforts.  The  main  points  in  a  history 
of  more  than  ortlinar}'  interest  are  substantially  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Slyder  was  born  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
Nov.  27,  1816.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Borah)  Slyder,  were  natives  of  the  same  State, 
and  possessed  all  the  substantial  elements  of  their 
excellent  German  ancestry,  the  first  representatives 
of  whom  in  this  country,  crossed  the  water  prior  to 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Several  of  them  served  as 
soldiers  on  the  side  of  the  Colonists  during  their 
struggle  for  liberty,  and  afterward  located  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  family  has  been  largely  repre- 
sented for  the  last  century. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  seven 
■» 
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children,  of  wliom  but  two  are  now  living,  namely, 
Lydia,  the  wife  of  Joseph  L.  Near,  of  AVarren 
Connty,  this  State,  and  Simon,  our  subject.  The 
latter  was  reared  to  manhood  near  the  place  of  his 
birth,  receiving  a  good  common-school  education, 
and  becoming  familiar  with  .ill  the  emploj'nients  of 
farm  life.  He  remained  under  the  home  roof  until 
his  thirty-fifth  year,  when  in  April,  1851,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Beam,  a  na- 
tive of  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and  born  Aug.  7, 
1833.  Mrs.  Slyder,  who  is  several  years  younger 
thiin  her  husband,  was  a  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Margaret  (Bowermaster)  Beam,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  German  descent.  They  located  in 
Franklin  County  soon  after  their  marriage,  and 
during  its  early  settlement,  where  they  remained 
until  185.5,  when  they  came  to  Illinois  and  located 
in  Fulton,  where  they  were  finally  laid  to  their  long- 
rest. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sl^'der  commenced  housekeeping 
in  a  modest  dwelling  at  Clay  Lick  Hall,  Pa.,  where 
they  remained  until  after  tlie  birth  of  one  child, 
and  then,  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  results  of  their 
labors,  decided  to  emigr.ate  to  the  then  far  West. 
They  came  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of  1854,  locating 
first  in  Fulton  County,  whence,  in  1869,  they  re- 
moved to  this  county  with  the  results  which  we 
have  already  indicated.  In  the  meantime  the 
household  circle  had  been  gradually  enlarged  until 
it  included  ten  children.  These  were  named  re- 
spectively, William  IC. :  Elizabeth  M.,  Mrs.  Charles 
Schnurr,  of  Owego  Township;  Simon  F.,  Samuel 
D.,  Luther  B. :  Louisa  C,  Mrs.  I).  S.  Myers:  Annie 
M.,  Jesse  C,  Susie  A.  and  Delia  L.  All  the  chil- 
dren are  still  living,  and  are  located  in  different 
parts  of  Illinois  and  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sly- 
der are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  the  former  has  served  as  Deacon 
for  many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  number  who 
first  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  society  in 
Owego  Township.  He  also  contributed  liberally 
to  the  building  of  their  edifice,  which  is  located  on 
section  2.  He  has  labored  fifteen  years  as  teacher 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school,  and  no 
man  takes  more  interest  in  the  intellectual  and  re- 
ligious education  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Slyder  has  watched   with    unabated   interest 
■<« ■ 


the  growth  and  development  of  Livingston  County, 
and  has  at  all  times  done  what  he  could  toward  sus- 
taining its  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  desirable 
localities  for  the  residence  of  an  intelligent  people. 
Politicall3',  he  was  identified  with  the  Whig  party, 
casting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  W.  H.  Harri- 
son, and  upon  the  abandonment  of  that  platform, 
he  associated  himself  with  the  Democratic  party, 
with  which  he  still  affiliates.  He  has  held  the 
various  township  offices,  serving  as  Assessor  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  for  the 
last  nine  years  has  officiated  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  is  the  favorite  of  3^oung  and  old  in  his  com- 
munity, and  is  held  up  by  the  elder  members  as  a 
worthy  example  for  imitation  by  the  younger 
ones. 
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/^^HARLES  F.  H.  CARRITHERS,  State's  At- 
II  tornej'  for  the  county   of   Livingston,  has 

^^Jf'  been  a  resident  of  Fairbury  since  1883,  tak- 
ing up  his  residence  here  soon  after  being  gradu- 
ated from  the  law  department  of  the  Iowa  State 
University.  He  has  already  become  one  of  the 
prominent  young  members  of  the  legal  profession 
in  this  county,  and  possesses  in  a  large  measure 
those  elements  of  character  which  insure  success. 

Mr.  Carrithers  was  born  in  Marshall  County,  111., 
Dec.  6,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  William  P.  and 
Mary  E.  (Barnes)  Carrithers,  natives  respectively 
of  Indiana  and  Ohio.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  June  6,  1829,  and  during  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  has  officiated  as  a  minister  of  the 
Christian  Church.  His  labors  have  been  eminently 
successful,  and  he  has  particularly  distinguished 
himself  in  the  organization  of  churches,  and  by  his 
zeal  in  upholding  the  cause  of  Christ.  He  now 
preaches  at  Anchor,  McLean  County,  and  Kemp- 
ton,  Ford  County,  this  State,  and  resides  with  his 
family  at  Saunemin,  111.  The  n;other  was  born  in 
January,  1832.  Her  parents  were  Henry  B.  and 
Esther  (Dickinson)  Barnes.  They  went  to  Mar- 
shall County  at  an  early  day,  and  the  father  served 
as  a  Captain  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  On  his  jour- 
ney to  Illinois  he  was  accompanied  by  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  Robert,  William,  Nancy  and  Mary,  who 
—^ — = ■» 
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are  all  raai-ried  and  living  in  this  State,  having  ar- 
rived at  a  good  old  age. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  of  ten  ohildreii  born 
to  his  parents,  namely-,  Charles;  Jennie  died  in 
childhood;  Fred,  in  the  insurance  business  at  Fair- 
bury;  AVilliam  died  when  a  3-outh  of  eighteen 
3-eai-s;  Belle,  Mrs.  John  Watkins;  Edmund,  a  far- 
mer of  Saunemin  Township;  Barnes,  Lizzie,  Nellie 
and  Eugene.  Charles  F.  was  reared  on  the  farm 
with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  attended  the  com- 
mon school  until  seventeen  3rears  old.  He  then 
entered  upon  a  higher  course  of  study  at  Eureka 
College.  Eureka,  111.,  and  tin-ee  years  later  com- 
menced teaching,  which  he  followed  in  this  and 
Marshall  Counties  for  a  period  of  nine  yeais.  and 
ill  the  meantime  employed  his  leisure  hours  in 
reading  law.  He  prepared  himself  for  the  univer- 
sity course,  and  upon  the  completion  of  this,  lo- 
cated at  Fairbur}'  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
G.  W.  Patton,  now  of  Pontiac.  He  was  afterward 
re-examined  and  admitted  to  the  bar  of  this  State, 
in  June,  1884.  The  following  August  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  State's  Attorney  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  is  discharging  his  responsible 
duties  in  a  praiseworthy  manner.  While  in  school 
he  distinguished  himself  by  his  close  application  to 
his  studies,  and  for  a  long  period  he  was  President 
of  his  class.  He  has  a  good  practice  outside  of  his 
office,  in  the  courts  of  this  and  other  counties  of 
the  State.  Socially',  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
f  raternit\',  has  attained  to  the  Comniandery  degree, 
and  served  as  Master  of  his  lodge  two  years. 

Mr.  Carrithers,  while  a  resident  of  Saunemin,  111., 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  M.  Brydia, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1879.  Mrs.  C.  was  born  in 
Kane,  111.,  Aug.  23,  185.T,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Truman  W.  and  Laura  (Day)  Brydia,  natives  of 
Vermont,  who  came  to  the  West  in  1854,  settling 
in  Saunemin  Township,  where  with  his  estimable 
wife,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  in  1871,  and  the  father 
surviving  her  sixteen  years,  passed  away  on  the 
1.0th  of  February,  1887.  Mr.  Brydia  followed 
farming  all  his  life,  and  was  a  prominent  and  use- 
ful member  of  his  community,  where  he  held  the 
various  township  offices,  and  represented  the  peo- 
ple in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  for  many 


years.  He  uniformly  voted  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  b}'  his  industrj^  and  good  judg- 
ment, accumulated  a  fair  competency. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carrithers  have  three  children: 
Truman,  born  July  28,  1882;  Mary,  Oct.  9,  1884, 
and  Fred,  May  30,  1887.  They  occupy  one  of  the 
best  homes  on  Oak  street,  and  enjoy  the  friendship 
of  the  cultivated  and  refined  people  around  them. 

-*&• -HH- ijf  KSj^^  ^^ -^^  ■**" 

J.  HANDLEY  is  a  retired  farmer  of  Pon- 
tiac. If  there  is  any  man  who  is  entitled 
to  ease,  quiet  and  comfort  in  the  twilight 
of  life,  it  is  he  who  sought  a  home  in  a 
new  country  and  became  a  pioneer  in  its  develop- 
ment and  in  the  opening  up  of  its  resources.  To 
this  class  of  men  belongs  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  born  on  the  7th  of  February,  1826,  in 
Loudoun  County,  Va.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Cravin)  Handley,  natives  of  Virginia. 
The  father  was  engaged  in  farming  for  a  short  time 
in  Virginia,  and  about  1831  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
settled  in  Licking  County,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  270  acres,  and  subsequently  another  270 
acres,  which  latter  tract  he  afterward  sold  and  di- 
vided the  monejr  among  his  children.  He  held 
several  of  the  local  offices  of  the  township  in  which 
he  lived,  and  with  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  j^ears,  most 
of  which  time  he  was  a  Trustee.  He  belonged  to 
the  Democratic  partj'  until  during  the  administra- 
tion of  Martin  Van  Buren,  when  he  joined  the 
Know-Nothing  party,  which  was  but  a  step  of  tran- 
sition to  the  Republican  party  later.  He  had  a 
family  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: D.  J.,  Lydia  A.,  James  W.,  Amos  C,  John  S., 
Sarah  E.,  George  W.  and  Esther  J.  John  Handley 
died  in  1870,  and  his  wife  in  1882. 

D.  J.  Handley  was  brought  up  on  a  farm,  avail- 
ing himself  of  such  facilities  for  education  as  were 
presented  by  the  common  schools  of  those  days, 
and  lived  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  For  three  years  he  en- 
gaged in  sheep-raising  in  his  native  county,  and 
then  went  to  Adams  County,  Ohio,  where  he  con 
tinned  the  same  business,  having  at  one  time  a  fold 
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of  sheep  numbering  as  high  as  300.  In  1855 
he  removed  to  Macon  County,  111.,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1856  came  to 
Livingston  County,  and  settled  in  Eppard's  Point 
Township,  on  Roolv's  Creek,  where  he  purchased 
110  acres  of  land.  He  lived  on  this  farm  until 
1884,  when  he  moved  to  Pontiac.  When  he  pur- 
chased this  laud  not  a  foot  of  it  was  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  transformed  it  into  a  model  farm, 
and  has  erected  thereon  an  excellent  house,  as  well 
as  barns  and  stables,  while  the  greater  portion  of 
it  is  enclosed  b}'  a  hedge  fence.  When  he  first 
settled  here  there  was  an  abundance  of  wild  game, 
including  deer,  wolves  and  prairie  chickens.  He 
found  a  market  for  his  products  at  Pontiac. 

Mr.  H.  married,  Sept.  11,  1851,  Bliss  Rebecca  M. 
Griffith,  a  native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Margaret  (Woodard)  Grif- 
fith, also  natives  of  Licking  Countj-.  Tliej'  have  a 
family  of  five  children — Charles  B.,  Arabelle  R., 
Mattie  E.,  George  C.  and  Elma.  Charles  B.  mar- 
ried Sarah  E.  Leedon ;  they  have  two  children, 
named  Albert  W.  and  Joanna,  and  are  engaged  in 
farming  in  Nebraska.  Arabelle  R.  married  John 
Leedon,  a  farmer,  and  resides  in  Nebraslva;  they 
have  one  child  named  Nettie.  George  C.  married 
Ella  Brown,  and  they  reside  at  Pontiac ;  they  have 
one  child  named  Lulu  M. 

Mr.  Handley  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  consider- 
able interest  in  the  welfare  of  that  organization. 
He  has  held  the  offices  of  Assessor,  School  Director, 
Collector,  and  for  four  years  the  office  of  Town- 
ship Clerk.  He  takes  great  pride  in  fine  stock,  and 
at  the  present  time  is  the  owner  of  two  imported 
Cleveland  Bays,  magnificent  horses  of  the  English 
coach  breed,  and  adapted  for  all  purposes. 

-^>>- •.o*o.gJ{!><^^..o*o <^— 

^^EORGE  W.  APPLEGATE,  an  intelligent 
if  ^w?  ^"^  enterprising  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
^^J  located  on  section  24  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship, was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
11th  of  January,  1832,  but  grew  to  manhood  in 
Miami  County.  He  is  the  son  of  George  M.  and 
Margaret  (La  Rue)  Applegate.  The  father  was 
born  in  Warren  County,  Ky.,  and  the  grandfather, 
4*  


whose  name  was  George  Miller  Applegate,  was 
born  and  reared  in  the  same  State,  where  he  lived 
until  he  was  a  very  old  man.  He  moved  to  Ohio, 
and  died  in  that  State  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
^•ears.  He  had  been  married  twice,  his  first  wife 
dj'ing  in  Kentucky,  and  by  his  second  marriage 
there  were  no  children.  He  was  the  owner  of  a 
plantation,  a  steamboat  and  about  200  slaves. 

George  M.  Applegate,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Kentucky  Feb.  IG,  1797,  where  he 
lived  until  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  then  moved 
to  Ohio.  On  the  28th  of  February,  1820,  he  was 
married,  and  resided  in  Ohio  until  1851,  in  which 
year  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  on  section  14, 
Newtown  Township.  He  lived  on  this  homestead 
for  twenty  j'ears,  and  then  removed  to  Blackstone, 
remaining  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
May  21,  1876.  He  was  a  farmer  and  blacksmith 
b}'  occupation,  following  blacksmithing  in  the  ear- 
lier daj'S  of  his  life,  and  farming  until  his  removal 
to  Blackstone,  when  he  retired  from  active  labor. 
During  his  life  he  was  a  very  active  man,  and  of 
good  business  habits.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  al- 
ways a  leader.  Margaret  A.  La  Rue,  his  wife  and 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Clay  County, 
N.  J.,  Sept.  15,  1800,  and  died  Sept.  8,  1881.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Amos  La  Rue,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  who,  with  some  of  his  sons,  participated  in 
the  earlier  wars.  In  his  later  life  he  came  to  Ohio 
and  followed  farming  in  Hamilton  County,  al- 
though he  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  He  was  the 
father  of  five  children,  whose  names  were  Moses, 
Samuel,  Frank,  Margaret  and  Lj'dia.  Moses  was 
wounded  in  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and  died 
soon  after  he  came  home ;  the  others  settled  in 
Ohio,  where  they  reared  families  and  died. 

To  George  M.  and  Margaret  Applegate  were 
born  the  following  children :  Eliza  Jane,  born  Feb. 
17,  1822,  was  the  wife  of  Henrj^  Morter,  and  died 
Dec.  16,  1844:  she  was  the  mother  of  one  child, 
named  Mary  J.  James,  born  Nov.  28,  1823,  is 
now  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Blackstone;  he  has 
been  married  twice,  and  bj'  his  first  wife  had  one 
child,  Albert  A.,  and  by  his  second  the  following: 
Theodore,  Mary,  John,  Amos,  Jane,  Anna,  Susie 
and  Carrie.     William,  born  Dec.  24,  1825,  is  a  re- 
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tired  farmer,  ami  lives  ia  Streator;  he  became  the 
father  of  six  children,  named  Flora  A.,  George  T., 
Lewis  (deceased),  Milton,  Lizzie  and  "William. 
Mary  A.,  born  Dec.  27,  1827,  has  been  married 
three  times,  and  is  now  the  widow  of  William 
Pence:  by  her  first  marriage  she  bad  five  children 
— Lewis,  Hannah.  Jane,  George,  and  Elbe  (de- 
ce.nsed) — and  by  her  last  husband  one  child,  Emma; 
she  now  resides  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Lydia,  born 
Jan.  11,  1830,  is  the  wife  of  James  Swartz,  and 
lives  in  Streator:  she  has  three  children  living, 
named  Jane.  Ettie  and  Nora.  Margaret,  born  May 
10,  1806.  married  James  Swartz,  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  and  died  May  7,  1855.  Amos, 
born  May  28.  1840,  is  married,  and  lives  in  Esmen 
Township,  and  has  four  boj's,  named  Irving,  El- 
mer. Frank  and  Earnest.  Amanda,  born  Jur.e  17, 
1843,  died  in  February,  18G0. 

George  W.  Applegate,  our  subject,  lived  at  home 
until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  then  be- 
gan Work  for  himself.  On  the  27th  of  October 
1857,  he  was  married  to  Nancy  C.  Yale,  who  was 
born  at  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  on  the  5th  of  Jan- 
uary. 1841.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Reuben  and 
Elizabeth  (Gleen)  Yale,  who  were  natives  of  En- 
gland and  France  respectively.  The  grandfather 
was  Reuben  Yale,  who  was  born  in  England,  and 
came  to  America  at  an  early  day.  To  the  parents 
of  Mrs.  Applegate  were  born  the  following-named 
children:  Nancy  A.,  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Amos  died  in  childhood;  Sarah,  born  in  1844,  now 
lives  in  W.ashington  Territory,  and  is  the  widow  of 
Samuel  Olmstead,  to  whom  she  was  married  near 
Ottawa,  this  State;  she  has  three  children  living, 
named  .Sheridan,  Clara  and  Jackson.  Eliza,  born 
in  1846,  died  in  18G(J  in  Streator;  Laura,  born  in 
1851,  is  the  wife  of  Alon/.o  Applegate,  and  lives  in 
Blackstone;  they  have  two  children  living,  Charles 
md  Ira,  and  three  deail.  May  and  two  who  died  in 
ufancy  Mrs.  ApplegateV  father  died  March  31, 
1857,  and  her  mother  April  14,  1887;  the  latter 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  early  life, 
but  her  later  years  were  <pent  as  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  .Mis.  Applegate  has  Ijeen 
blessed  with  four  children:  Addle,  born  Aug.  13, 
I860,  is  the  wife  of  Merrit  It.  Swarner,  and  lives  in 


Newtown  Township;  they  were  married  on  the  21st 
of  January,  1880,  by  Rev.  O.  M.  Dunlevey,  of  the 
IMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  have  one  child, 
named  Elma,  born  April  11,  1883.  Minnie,  born 
Dec.  20,  1867,  lola,  Aug.  29,  1872,  and  Deamie, 
Sept.  4,  1883,  live  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Applegate  are  memliers  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Blackstone,  with  which  thej' 
have  been  connected  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
He  is  one  of  the  Stewards  and  Trustees  of  the 
church.  In  politics,  he  acts  with  the  Democratic 
part}^,  to  which  he  has  alwaj-s  been  loyal.  Mr. 
Applegate  is  an  excellent  citizen,  and  one  who 
takes  an  active  interest  in  everything  that  is  calcu- 
lated to  advance  his  township  and  benefit  the 
people. 

ENRY  G.  GREENEBAUM,  deceased,  was  a 
prominent  merchant  and  banlver  of  Pontiac, 
wluj  died  on  the  24th  of  April,  1887.  He  was 
a  native  of  Gelnbausen,  Germany,  bom  on 
the  6th  of  May,  1837,  and  was  the  son  of  Moses 
Greeuebaum,  also  a  native  of  Germany.  HemyG. 
(Troeneliaum  came  to  America  when  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  first  settled  in  Lexington,  McLean 
Co.,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  clothing  business. 
He  removed  to  Pontiac  in  1856,  and  with  his 
brother,  J.  M.  Greeuebaum,  engaged  in  the  same 
business  under  the  firm  style  of  Greenebaiun  Broth- 
ers, which  they  continued  initil  1874.  In  1871  they 
established  the  Livingston  Comity  National  Bank, 
of  which  J.  M.  Greeuebaum  was  President.  Henry 
G.  was  Cashier,  in  which  capacity  he  continued  mi- 
til  his  death.  In  1882  he  built  a  magnificent  resi- 
dence east  of  the  coint-li<  mse,  where  his  widow  and 
children  now  reside. 

On  the  1 4tb  of  August,  1 864,  Mr.  G.  was  married  to 
Miss  C^arrie  Hart,  of  Chicago.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Minnie  (Straus)  Hart,  who  were 
natives  of  Germany,  and  came  frcmi  near  the  River 
Rhine.  Jacob  Hart  came  to  America  in  1858,  and 
with  bis  family  settled  in  Chicago,  where  he  and  his 
sous  engaged  in  the  clothhig  business  and  continued 
until  liis  death  in  1881.  His  wife  died  in  1887. 
They  u(  re  the  i)arents  of  the  following-named  chil- 
dren:   Mary,    Mrs.  Schoenberg,   who  died  in  New 


f 


■<-' 


■•► 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


285 


Orleans,  in  187G;  she  was  the  matron  of  the  Jew- 
ish orphan  asyhim.  Ileiu'ietta,  Mrs.  Abt,  of  Chi- 
cago; Carrie,  widow  of  om'  snijject;  Eose,  Mrs. 
Franlc,  of  Chicago;  llarrj,  of  C'hicago;  Janic, 
Mrs.  Marx,  of  Chicago;  Max,  Lehart  and  Jacob,  of 
Chicago ;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Meyer,  of  New  York  City. 

Henry  Greeuebanm  left  a  wife  and  six  children : 
Moses  H.,  who  is  clerking  in  the  bank;  Harry,  Rosa, 
Mary,  Jacob  and  Willie.  Mr.  Greenebanm  was  a 
stocliholder  iu  the  Metropolitan,  and  the  American 
Exchange  Banlc,  of  Chicago,  also  in  the  Poutiae 
Coal  Company.  He  was  a  self-made  man,  the  archi- 
tect of  his  own  fortune,  which  was  quite  considera- 
ble at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  had  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  best  business  men  of  Living- 
ston Countj'. 


i 


l^iHLIP    ROLLINS,  the   oldest   living   pio- 

Jj)  neer  in  or  about   Pontiac    Township,    was 

(M  '^  born  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  Sept.   24, 

II  1813,  and  has  consequently' passed  more 
than  the  allotted  threescore  years  and  ten.  His  life 
has  been  marked  by  honesty  and  uprightness,  and 
he  consequently  enjoys  the  friendship  and  respect  of 
a  large  circle  of  acquaintances,  some  of  whom,  like 
himself,  came  to  this  section  at  an  early  day,  and 
shared  in  the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  common  to 
life  in  a  new  settlement. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  William  K.  and  Susan 
Rollins,  natives  of  Virginia,  and  of  French  and  Ger- 
man ancestry  respectivelj^.  Mr.  Rollins  served  in 
the  War  of  1812.  In  theii'  youth  they  removed 
from  their  native  State  to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio, 
and  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
only  three  survive,  namely :  Nanc3%  Mrs.  John  Stur- 
man,  of  Woodford  Comity,  111. ;  Hannah,  wife  of 
William  Neal,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Hamilton 
County,  Ind.,  and  Philip,  of  our  sketch.  Philip 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  receiv- 
ing a  rudimentary  education  in  the  log-cabin  school- 
house,  and  spent  most  of  his  youth  in  farming  pur- 
suits, employing  his  leisure  time  at  carpenter  work. 
In  the  latter  he  became  especially  skillful,  and  diu'- 
ing  the  present  year  (1887)  he  has  superintended 
the  erection  of  the  residence  of  his  son,  William  H., 


located  on  the  old  homestead.  In  additioii  to  farm- 
ing and  carpentering,  he  also  developed  talent  as  a 
natural  machinist,  and  without  eftort  became  fully 
acquainted  with  the  duties  of  a  miUwi'ight,  in  which 
he  became  an  expert.  His  energy  and  industry  mot 
with  ample  reward,  and  he  was  at  one  time  the 
owner  of  nearly  500  acres  of  land,  which  he  divided 
among  his  children.  He  has  always  taken  a  lively 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  connnunity,  being  an 
active  supporter  of  those  measures  that  tend  to  ben- 
efit society  at  large.  He  has  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace  eight  years,  represented  Pontiac  Town- 
ship in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  several 
terms,  and  was  School  Director  in  his  district  a  num- 
ber of  years.  Politically,  he  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket. 

Mr.  RolUns  was  married  in  Indiana,  March  8, 
1839,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Martha  De- 
Moss,  a  native  of  his  own  State,  and  born  in  Hamil- 
ton County  Jan.  23,  1812.  Her  parents,  James  and 
Nancy  DeMoss,  were  natives  respectively  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Kentucky.  In  1841  they  removed  from 
Indiana  to  Livingston  County,  and  settled  in  Avoca 
Township,  where  they  spent  their  last  years.  The 
father  had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  upon  coming  to  Illinois  they  endured,  in  com- 
mon with  the  settlers  of  that  period,  the  hardships 
and  privations  whicli  were  the  distinctive  features 
of  pioneer  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollins  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely :  Pe- 
ter, Charles,  William  H. ;  Nancy,  widow  of  the  late 
George  Hamstreet,  who  was  killed  in  the  late  Civil 
War;  Matilda,  Mrs.  Reuljen  Liddel,  and  Emeline, 
widow  of  Harry  Hill,  late  of  this  county.  In  mak- 
ing the  journey  from  Indiana  to  this  county  Mr.  R., 
with  his  family,  spent  one  week  upon  the  road, 
sometimes  sleeping  at  night  in  the  open  air.  Upon 
arriving  here  he  had  the  sum  of  $1.25  in  his  pocket, 
besides  his  team  and  h(jusehold  goods.  He  took  up 
a  tract  of  160  acres  in  Pontiac  Township,  for  which 
he  contracted  to  pay  $3  per  acre,  and  after  liquidat- 
ing this  indebtedness  he  pre-empted  forty  addi- 
tional acres.  The  fii'st  dwelling  of  the  family  was 
a  rude  log  cabin,  which  they  occupied  a  few  years 
until  it  could  be  replaced  by  a  more  convenient  and 
commodious  dwelling.     Deer  and  wolves  were  plen 
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tiful.  and  Mr.  Rollins  has  killed  as  many  as  seven 
deer  in  one  tiny,  lli'  pridoil  himself  upon  his 
marksmanship,  and  M^ldoiu  failed  to  Ininu-  down  his 
mune.  The  ehange  from  that  lime  to  the  present 
has  been  remarkable,  and  Mr.  Rollins  has  watehed 
the  gi-owth  and  development  of  his  adopted  State 
with  more  than  ordinary  interest.  He  has  also  con- 
tributed his  full  share  toward  its  prosperity,  having- 
characterized  himself  as  a  valuable  citizen,  liberal- 
minded  and  generous,  and  the  cneourager  of  those 
enterprises  that  tend  to  the  best  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. He  and  his  good  wife  are  regarded  with 
that  reverence  and  respect  accorded  those  who 
bKived  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  early 
tijnes,  and  the  publishers  have  nnich  pleasure  in  be- 
ing enabled  to  place  tlieir  jiovti-nils  on  another  page 
of  this  Album. 

•5 J»s^-;^^^-«s«f^ — * 

JOHN  H.  COLEHOWER,  favorably  known 
throughout  Long  Point  Township,  owns 
fort}"  acres  of  land  on  section  27,  and  the 
same  amount  on  section  34,  the  whole  of 
which  has  been  carefully  cultivated,  and  yields 
each  year  to  the  hand  of  industry  an  abundance  of 
the  best  products  of  Central  Illinois.  Aside  from 
his  importance  as  a  skillful  farmer,  Mr.  C.  has  been 
School  Director  in  his  district.  Commissioner  of 
Highways,  and  has  occupied  other  positions  of  trust 
among  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  is  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat, and  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  F. 

Like  many  of  the  early  settlers  in  Livingston 
Count}'  Mr.  Colehower  was  born  in  Pennsjdvania, 
June  22,  1830,  and  is  of  German  descent.  His 
parents  were  Conrad  and  Rachel  (Garner)  Cole- 
hower, the  fcirraer  of  whom  was  born  in  Germany 
and  emigrated  to  this  country  while  a  young  man. 
His  death  was  the  result  of  an  accident,  which  oc- 
curred at  the  corner  of  Tiiird  and  Chestnut  streets 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  in  alighting  from 
a  street-car  upon  tiie  icy  ground,  he  slipped  and 
fell  under  the  car,  wliich  ran  over  him,  jnoducing 
instant  death.  The  mother  continued  with  her 
young  family  in  Penn.sylvania,  where  she  died  in 
f  the  city   of   Harrisburg,  Oct.   23.  1887,  at   eighty 


years  of  age.  The  parents  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  their  youth,  and  the  father,  politically, 
was  decidedly  Democratic.  He  possessed  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  had  he  lived  would  have 
become  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his  township, 
where  he  had  already  held  the  position  of  Super- 
visor and  was  held  in  universal  esteem. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  mother  in  Penn- 
sylvania until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  then 
started  for  the  West,  which  at  that  time  was  at- 
tracting so  many  young  and  enterprising  men 
within  its  borders.  He  located  first  in  Peoria 
County,  where  he  resided  for  a  period  of  thirteen 
ye.ars,  and  then  took  up  his  abode  in  Livingston, 
lie  was  married,  Dec.  1,  1853,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
A.  Ramsey,  who  was  born  Oct.  15,  1831,  and  who 
by  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother 
of  six  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
Benjamin  F.,  born  Sept.  23,  1854,  developed  into 
a  promising  J'oung  business  man,  and  is  now  carry- 
ing on  merchandising  in  Long  Point;  his  biography 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Martha  R.,  born 
Aug.  4,  1858,  became  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Reed, 
whose  biography  will  be  found  elsewhere ;  Thomas 
C,  born  Feb.  5,  1863,  officiates  as  clerk  for  his 
brother  in  a  store  at  Long  Point;  Henry  R.  was 
born  Feb.  28,  1865,  and  died  Feb.  16,  1870,  when 
a  bright  little  lad  less  than  five  years  old;  LydiaF. 
was  born  May  9,  1867,  and  died  Feb.  8,  1870; 
Emma  was  born  Nov.  26,  1869,  and  lives  at  home, 
pursuing  her  studies  in  the  district  school. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included 
twelve  children,  n.amely,  Henry,  Marj'  Ann,  John 
H.  (our  subject),  Washington,  Harris,  Conrad, 
Martha,  Rebecca,  Samuel,  Hannah,  besides  two 
who  died  unnamed  in  infancj\  Henry  was  killed 
by  being  run  over  by  a  railroad  train,  and  left  a 
wife  and  four  children;  Mar}'  Ann  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Free,  of  Philadelphia,  and  is  the  mother  of 
three  children;  Washington  died  in  Philadelphia, 
leaving  a  wife  but  no  children;  Harris,  also  a  resi- 
dent of  tlie  Quaker  City,  is  married  and  has  three 
children;  Conrad,  who  resides  in  Marshall  County, 
this  State,  is  married  and  has  four  children  ;  Martha 
died  wheu  .about  four  years  of  age;  Rebecca  is 
married,  a  resident  of  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  the 
William  died  of  consump- 
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tion  about  1877,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  child; 
Samuel  was  married,  but  liis  wife  died  leaving  one 
cliild ;  Hannah  is  married  and  has  four  children. 
These  three  last  were  residents  of  Philadelijtiia, 
where  the  two  living  now  reside. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Colehower,  Thomas  B.  and 
Rebecca  (Carnog)  Ramsey,  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  their  household  included  nine  chil- 
dren. The  mother  died  in  June,  1884.  The  father 
is  living  and  is  a  resident  of  Long  Point  Township. 
Her  brothers  and  sisters  were  John,  Walter  S.,  Sa- 
rah B.,  all  deceased;  Isaac T.,  who  has  a  famil}'  and 
lives  in  this  couutj^  is  one  of  its  prosperous  farmers 
and  stock-raisers;  William  B.,  deceased;  Charles  A., 
who  is  farming  in  Missouri,  and  has  a  wife  and  six 
children;  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  F.  L.  Saxton  and 
the  mother  of  five  children,  and  Walter  S.,  Post- 
master of  Long  Point,  where  he  is  also  carrying  on 
a  hardware  store;  he  has  a  wife  and  three  childreu. 


TEPHP:N  JOHNSON.  There  is  something 
about  the  place  of  one's  birth  which  acts 
like  a  magnet  during  life,  and  it  is  as  nat- 
ural to  be  drawn  back  to  the  old  home- 
stead after  years  of  absence  as  it  is  for  the  needle 
to  seek  the  pole.  The  bard  sang,  "Be  it  ever  so 
humble  there  is  no  place  like  home,"  and  around 
the  parental  hearth  cling  a  multitude  of  pleasant 
associations. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  Living- 
ston County,  a  man  to  the  manor  born,  who  after 
years  of  residence  in  other  localities  made  up  his 
mind  that  there  was  no  place  like  Livingston 
County,  and  no  other  township  that  possessed  so 
many  endearing  memories  as  Rook's  Creek.  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  10, 
Rook's  Creek  Township,  the  son  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Bloyd)  Johnson,  and  was  born  on  the  home  farm 
on  the  14th  of  September,  1843.  His  father  was 
born  in  New  York  on  the  14th  of  February,  1804, 
and  died  on  the  9th  of  April,  1887.  The  mother  was 
a  native  of  Maryland.  The  paternal  grandparents 
came  from  Ireland  shortly  after  the  great  Irish 
Patriots'  war,  in  which  the  great-great-grandfather 


HI-4»- 


lost  his  life.  The  grandfather,  who  was  the  only 
representative  of  the  family,  settled  In  New  York, 
and  about  1821  moved  to  Sangamon  County,  111., 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  on  which  he  lived  and 
died.  He  was  born  Sept.  16,  1774,  and  his  wife, 
Miss  Betsy  Sacket,  was  born  May  19,  1777.  They 
were  married  on  the  17th  of  June,  1796,  and  to 
them  were  born  nine  children,  as  follows:  Eliza- 
beth, born  April  28,  1797;  Maria,  Feb.  24,  1799; 
Lydia,  Oct.  13,  1801;  John,  Feb.  14,  1804;  Na- 
thaniel P.,  July  30,  1806;  Royal  S.,  Oct.  28,  1808; 
Oliver  P.,  Oct.  21,  1813;  Lucretia,  Oct.  11,  1816; 
Melvine  A.,  April  30,  1820.  Oliver  Johnson,  the 
grandfather,  died  on  the  6th  of  August,  1835. 

Mr.  Johnson's  father  came  to  Livingston  County 
about  1823,  and  was  the  second  man  to  settle  in 
Rook's  Creek  Township.  He  at  first  bought  160 
acres  of  land,  and  afterward  added  to  it  until  he 
had  240  acres.  He  was  married,  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1825,  to  Nancy  Bloyd,  born  Oct.  25,  1806. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity  except  two:  William,  born  Jan. 
2,  1826;  John,  born  Sept.  1,  1827,  died  Jan.  30, 
1855;  Lydia,  born  Oct.  6,  1829;  Elizabeth,  Dec. 
19,  1831;  Henry,  Jan.  5,  1834;  Eleanor,  born  Sept. 

9,  1836,  died  Nov.  14, 1837;  Oliver,  born  Aug.  30, 
1838;  Amanda,  April  5,  1841;  Stephen,  our  sub- 
ject; Lucinda,  born  March  4,  184G,  died  Aug.  25, 
1848. 

Stephen  Johnson  was  married,  on  the  17th  of 
June,  1866,  to  Miss  India  Ann  Sellman,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  the  following-named  children : 
Oliver  E.,  born  Feb.  9,  1868,  on  the  Little  Sioux 
River,  Cherokee  Co.,  Iowa;  John  Henr^',  born  Oct. 

10,  1869,  in  Cherokee  County,  Iowa;  Stephen,  born 
Nov.  15,  1871,  in  Lawrence,  Kan.;  Sherman,  born 
Nov.  2,  1875,  in  Rook's  Creek  Township;  Sharon 
Perry,  born  June  8,  1885,  in  Esraen  Township.  Mr. 
Johnson  lived  on  the  home  farm  while  a  boy,  and 
divided  his  time  between  work  on  the  farm  and 
learning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  from  his  father. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  moved  to  Cherokee 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  both  farming  and 
carpentering.  He  lived  in  that  State  for  three 
years,  when  lie  moved  to  Lawrence,  Kan.,  where  he 
worked  on  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  as  a  bridge 
carpenter,  and  served  two  years  as  foreman.     He 
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then  returned  to  Livingston  County,  and  now  lives 
on  the  old  homesto.-id  where  he  vras  born,  and  where 
his  f.ither  died. 

\|7  UKE  JORDAN.  There  'are  no  people  on 
\\  ((^  earth  who  have  a  greater  love  and  af- 
jfci^.  fection  for  their  native  land  than  the  Irish. 
No  matter  what  their  condition  is  or  may  have 
been  in  the  land  of  their  nativitj',  thej'  look  upon 
it  as  the  most  favored  spot  on  earth,  and  the 
oppressions  and  abuses  which  have  been  heaped 
upon  them  by  English  landlords  have  only  served 
to  intensify  their  love  for  the  old  sod.  This 
oppression  and  proscription  in  years  became  so  in- 
tolerable that  thousands  upon  thousands  have  emi- 
grated to  other  countries,  the  largest  proportion  of 
whom  have  sought  homes  in  this  country,  where 
they  have  become  useful  and  prosperous  citizens. 
The  laws  and  customs  of  this  countr_y  permit  the 
largest  liberty  and  freedom,  which  is  especiall}'  en- 
joj'ed  by  a  people  who  have  been  trampled  upon 
for  centuries. 

Among  those  who  came  to  this  country  at  an 
early  date  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  represent- 
ative farmer  and  stock-raiser  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship, who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1823,  be- 
ing the  son  of  James  and  Catherine  Jordan,  also 
natives  of  Ireland.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living — Michael, 
James,  Luke  and  Catherine.  Luke  spent  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  in  his  native  country,  securing  a 
very  fair  education  in  spite  of  tiie  fact  that  at  that 
time  the  schools  were  of  very  inferior  quality  and 
widelj'  separated,  and  in  order  to  obtain  an  educa- 
tion at  all  it  was  neces.sary  for  him  to  walk  miles 
each  day'  to  and  from  the  nearest  school.  In  the 
year  1851  lie  made  up  his  mind  that  he  would  emi- 
grate to  that  country  of  which  he  had  heard  so 
much,  and  took  passage  on  a  ship  at  Liverpool, 
when  after  spending  seven  weeks  upon  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  he  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
where  lie  remained  for  about  four  years,  and  then 
came  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  resided  at 
Pontiac  for  two  3'ears. 

Mr.  Jordan   was   nianied    to    Miss  A.  Nevalle, 


with  whom  he  lived  happily  until  her  death  on  the 

1 8th  of  September.  1872.  She  was  a  woman  of  many 
estimable  qualities,  and  her  death  caused  a  gloom 
not  only  within  the  household  but  throughout 
her  entire  circle  of  acquaintances.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing— Thomas,  John,  James  and  Anna.  Mr.  Jor- 
dan's farm  is  located  on  section  18,  Pontiac  Town- 
ship, and  contains  2-"^2  acres  of  well-drained  land, 
which  under  the  intelligent  manipulation  of  Mr. 
Jordan  produces  excellent  crops.  He  is  consider- 
ably interested  in  the  raising  of  stock,  and  in  this 
line  of  business  has  been  very  successful.  He 
deserves  a  very  large  measure  of  credit  for  his 
success  in  life,  as  he  began  without  means  and  has 
succeeded  in  accumulating  property  sufficient  to 
make  him  independent,  and  have  no  fear  of  want 
during  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Having  been 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county,  he  has 
long  since  established  himself  in  the  affection  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  whose  confidence  he 
enjoys  to  a  large  degree. 


ILLIAM  RUTZ  bears  the  reputation  of  be- 
'/    ing  one  of   the  most  thorou2;h  and  skillful 
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farmers  of  Eppard's  Point  Township.  He 
deals  largely  in  live  stock,  fattening  each  year  from 
fifty  to  100  head  of  cattle,  and  fully  the  same  num- 
ber of  swine.  He  owns  400  acres  of  finely  culti- 
vated land,  and  for  the  last  six  years  has  lient  his 
energies  to  the  establishment  of  a  good  home,  while 
at  the  same  time  keeping  in  view  those  matters  per- 
taining to  the  general  welfare  of  tiie  community,  in 
whose  advancement  he  takes  a  lively  interest. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Rutz  were  spent  in  the 
Empire  of  Germany,  where  his  birth  took  place 
March  31,  1856.  His  parents,  John  and  Minnie 
(Bung)  Rutz,  were  natives  of  the  same  Province,  of 
pure  German  ancestry,  the  father  born  in  183G,  and 
the  mother  a  year  later.  They  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  after  their  marriage,  and  subsequent 
to  the  close  of  the  late  war,  in  1865,  and  after  set- 
ting foot  upon  American  soil,  proceeded  directly 
to  the  West,  locating  in  Peoria  County,  111.  Three 
or  four  years  later  they  came  to  this  county,  and 
■» 
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the  father  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Pike  Town- 
ship, where  he  engaged  in  fanning,  and  now  re- 
sides. He  has  been  a  hard-working  and  industrious 
man,  commencing  here  with  little  means,  but  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  comfortable  home.  The  parental 
household  included  three  sons  only,  namely,  Charles, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  and  died  about  1870,  iu 
this  county ;  John,  a  resident  of  York  County,  Neb., 
and  William  of  our  sketch. 

Mr.  Rutz  continued  with  his  parents  until  reach- 
ing manhood.  He  was  but  a  lad  of  eleven  years 
when  he  crossed  the  ocean,  and  remembers  that  the 
voyage  consumed  nine  weeks  and  three  days,  be- 
sides being  stormy  and  dangerous.  They  set  out 
on  the  •26th  of  November,  1865,  and  landed  in  New 
York  Cit}'  on  the  1st  of  January  following.  In  the 
meantime  the  father  had  been  taken  ill  with  small- 
pox on  shipboard,  and  was  confined  in  the  hospital 
in  New  York  City  six  weeks  after  landing.  The 
mother  was  afterward  stricken  with  the  same  terri- 
ble disease,  and  died  on  the  farm  in  Peoria  County. 
The  memor\'  of  that  time  still  brings  to  Mr.  Rutz 
the  shadow  of  the  affliction  with  which  he  was  then 
visited.  The  father  subsequently  married  Mrs. 
Rynsta  Chanabeck,  a  native  of  his  own  country. 
She  came  to  America  in  1867,  and  by  her  first  mar- 
riage had  become  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  a 
daughter. 

William  Rutz  continued  with  his  father  and  step- 
mother until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  then  started 
out  for  himself.  He  had  little  capital  to  commence 
with,  but  by  living  economically,  and  saving  his 
earnings,  found  himself  in  due  time  enabled  to  pur- 
chase eighty  acres  of  land  north  of  Chenja,  in  the 
cultivation  of  which  he  was  engaged  for  a  time,  but 
which  he  afterward  sold  in  order  to  remove  to 
Woodford  County.  After  a  residence  there  of  one 
year,  during  which  time  he  was  married,  he  came 
to  this  county  and  first  purchased  a  quarter  section 
in  Eppard's  Point  Township.  His  industry  and 
perseverance  met  with  their  legitimate  reward,  and 
he  wisely  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  additional 
land.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  400  acres,  finely 
stocked  with  excellent  grades  of  cattle  and  swine, 
and  supplied  with  good  buildings. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  Katie 
J.  Altman,  of   Woodford   County  at  the  time  of 


their  marriage,  but  who  was  born  in  Tazewell 
County,  July  21,  1862,  and  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  Dec.  29,  1881.  They  have  two  children: 
Minnie,  born  Nov.  18,  1882,  and  Freddie,  March  4, 
1884.  Mr.  Rutz  meddles  very  little  with  political 
affairs,  but  performs  hisduties  as  a  good  citizen  at 
times  of  general  elections,  and  votes  tiie  straight 
Republican  ticket.  He  and  his  estimable  lady  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Brethren  Church 
at  Ocoya. 

EMANUEL  SWYGERT,  ^\hn  is  numbered 
among  the  representative  farmers  of  Owego 
-  Township,  is  iiloasantly  located  on  section 
9,  where  he  owns  156  acres  of  imjiroved  land,  of 
which  he  took  possession  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence here  of  nearly  twenty  years  he  has  fully 
established  himself  as  a  reliable  and  valued  citizen, 
and  has  attended  strictty  to  the  farming  pursuits  which 
he  commenced  in  his  boyhood.  He  was  comparatively 
witliDut  means  when  he  started  out  for  himself  in 
life,  but  is  now  enjoying  tiie  amjjle  rewards  of  in- 
dustry and  frugality.  He  is  i)ublic-spirited  and 
liberal,  and  nothing  pleases  him  better  than  t(  >  note 
the  prosperitj'  and  advancement  of  the  people 
around  him,  both  morally  and  financially.  He  is  now, 
with  his  aged  and  estimaWe  wife,  passing  quietly 
down  the  sunset  hill  of  life,  comforted  with  a  good 
conscience  and  the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  they 
have  done  what  they  could  in  exerting  a  good  in- 
fluence around  them,  and  setting  an  examjile  wt)rthy 
of  imitation  by  the  rising  generation. 

Mr.  Swygert  forms  an  important  member  of  the 
colony  which,  in  the  early  days,  emigrate<l  in  small 
detachments  from  Pemisylvania,  he  having  been  a 
native  of  that  State,  and  born  in  Franldiu  County, 
July  14,  1814.  His  parents  were  John  and  Susan 
Sfl-ygert,  nati-\-es  of  the  same  State,  where  his  pater- 
nal grandfather,  George  Swygert,  had  located  at  an 
early  day,  after  serving  as  a  soldier  in  th((  Revolu- 
tionary War.  ^Mien  the  struggle  ended  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  Franklin  County,  where  he  was  married, 
and  reared  his  family,  whose  descendants  are  largely 
represented  in  that  section  of  country.  His  sou 
John,  the  father  of  our  -nlijcct.  was  there  reared  to 
farming  pxnsuits,  which  he  followed  all  his  life,  and 
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where  he  was  niarrierl  and  became  the  father  of 
seven  eliiMron.  Of  these  four  Mu\i\H>.  namely. 
William.  Henry.  Julm  and  Emanuol.  In  iiiiddlelifo 
John  S^^y^ivrt  eame  to  the  AVe^^t  with  his  family,  lo- 
eatino;  in  Fnlton  Connty.  111.,  ahont  1842.  where  he 
resided  with  his  estiniahle  wife  until  called  from  the 
scenes  of  earth. 

Our  snliject  sixMit  several  years  in  Fulton  County 
with  his  parents,  and  was  there  married,  in  1844.  to 
!Miss  Catherine  Hawker,  wlio  has  remained  his  dose 
friend  and  ecimi)anii>n  for  over  forty  years.  Mrs. 
S.  is  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  her  hnshand.  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children :  Charles. 
now  deceased,  and  Matilda,  the  wife  of  James  Lowe,  a 
pi-osperi^us  farmer  of  Owego  To-mishij).  They  re- 
moved from  Fnltini  to  Livingston  County  in  1869, 
where  Mr.  S.  had  purchased  the  land  whiehhe  has  since 
transformed  into  a  valuable  farm.  It  had  then  but  a 
small  frame  dwelling  upon  it,  with  a  \inoY  excuse  for 
a  bam.  which  the  family  took  possession  of  until 
they  conld  afford  something  better.  In  due  time 
the  lii-st  humble  residence  was  replaced  by  a  more 
m<  idei-n  and  convenient  structure,  and  a  g(  )od  barn 
stands  in  the  rear.  Adjacent  is  a  fine  orchard  of 
ajjple  and  other  dioice  fi'uit  ti'ees,  and  the  live  stock 
and  farm  machinery  combine  to  give  the  premises 
a  substantial  and  homelike  appearance  which  is 
jjleasant  to  the  eye.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swygert  mmiber 
their  friends  by  the  score  in  Livingston  County,  and 
enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  numbered  not  only 
among  its  fii-st,  but  among  its  best  residents. 


J'OSEPH  BRADSHAW.  When  one  has  per- 
formed all  the  duties  devolving  upon  him 
in  learing  a  family'  of  children  to  manhood 
and  womanhood,  he  deserves  the  ecomium, 
"Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful,"  and  is  enti- 
tled to  pass  the  sunset  da3's  of  his  life  in  rest  and 
quiet.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  now  a  retired 
farmer  living  in  Fairbury,  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  9th  of  July,  1821,  and  is  the 
son  of  Edward  and  Nancy  (Fatteison)  Biadshaw, 
natives  of  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  whei-e  they 
were  married.  'Before  emigrating  to  this  country 
they  had  one  ehihl,  Anna,  now  Mrs.  William  Brock, 


They  came  to  America  in  the  year  1811,  landing 
at  New  Yoi'k,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  Washing- 
ton Countj-,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  weaver,  a  trade  which  he  had  learned  in  his 
native  country,  and  in  which  he  had  become  very 
proficient.  From  Penns3dvania  he  removed  into 
Ohio,  where  he  died  on  the  31st  of  December,  1875, 
aged  eightj'-three  j'ears;  his  wife  died  on  the  22d 
of  November,  18(53.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children — Ann,  Sarah,  David,  Mary,  Joseph,  John 
W.,  Margtiret,  William,  George  and  Catherine. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  the  subject  of  this 
notice  was  apprenticed  to  a  millwright,  which  trade 
he  learned  and  followed  for  about  fifteen  years, 
when  he  concluded  to  engage  in  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer.  In  1859  he  moved  to  Buchanan  County, 
Mo.,  but  not  being  favorably  impressed  with  the 
countrjr  there,  he  remained  but  five  months,  when 
he  went  to  Pike  County,  111.,  and  rented  a  farm  on 
which  he  lived  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  came  to  Livingston  Countj'  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  successfully  managed 
until  188a,  when  he  discontinued  farming,  and  re- 
moved to  Fairbury,  where  he  will  reside  in  the 
future,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  long  life  of  success- 
ful labor. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1842,  Mr.  Bradshaw 
was  married  to  Miss  Dorcas  Arnold,  a  native  of 
Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  who  was  born  Sept.  13, 
1823,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Bar- 
bara (Stonebrook)  Arnold.  The  father  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  1791,  and  died  on  the  15th  of 
May,  1846.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
bj'  trade  a  cabinet-maker.  The  mother  was  a  na- 
tive of  North  Carolina.  To  them  eleven  children 
were  born — Hickman,  Dorcas,  Rebecca,  Prue,  Bar- 
bara E.,  Mary  A.,  Sarah  Jane,  David,  Eli,  Drusilla 
and  Jacob  S. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradshaw  have  had  seven  children : 
Barbara,  now  Mrs.  William  Rutledge,  living  in 
Linn  County,  Kan.;  Edward  H.,  born  Oct.  22, 
1846,  died  Dec.  31,  1875;  Nancy  J.,  now  Mrs. 
Michael  Morris,  living  in  this  county;  Mary,  Mrs. 
Darius  Vail,  living  in  Joplin,  Mo.;  William  T.  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  E.  Cox;  David  W.  died  in  infancy; 
Harriet  E.,  Mrs.  Barkley  Connoi-,  living  in  AVichita, 
Kan.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bradshavy  are  active  and  iuflu- 


-•► 


V 


■♦- 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


291     M 


t'litial  members  of  tlie  Cliiistian  Church,  of  which 
he  lias  been  an  Elder  for  the  past  seven  years,  and 
a  member  for  nine  years.  The  wife  has  been  a 
member  of  that  church  fur  over  fifty  years;  they 
are  both  much  devoted  to  their  chu;ch.  Mr.  Brad- 
sliaw  has  been  a  great  observer  of  political  events 
all  his  life,  and  very  early  in  the  career  of  the  Re- 
publican party  became  one  of  its  enthusiastic  adher- 
ents, remaining  so  up  to  the  present  time. 

^  OSTAH  M.  FETZER.  Many  of  the  earlier 
settlers  of  Virginia  came  from  Germanj'j 
and  the}'  were  among  the  most  thrifty  far- 
mers and  tradesmen  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
although  for  a  great  length  of  time  they  labored 
under  many  disadvantages  unless  they  were  well 
enough  off  to  own  slaves,  which  few  of  them  de- 
sired to,  even  had  they  been  able.  Many  Virgin- 
ians of  German  ancestry  are  now  scattered 
throughout  the  AVest,  and  among  her  best  citizens 
Illinois  can  claim  a  multitude  of  them.  In  Liv- 
ingston County  there  are  quite  a  number  of  fami- 
lies who  are  natives  of  Virginia,  and  thej'  are  all 
thrifty  and  prosperous  people.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  representative  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  28,  Avoca  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Shenandoah  County,  Va.,  and  was  born 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1848. 

Mr.  Fetzer  is  the  son  of  George  and  Catherine 
Fetzer,  the  latter  deceased,  who  were  Virginians  by 
birth,  and  the  father  was  of  German  descent.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are 
living:  John  W.\  Eliza,  wife  of  L.  T.  Courtney; 
James  B.,  George  and  Josiah  M.  When  our  sub- 
ject was  about  four  years  of  age  his  parents  emi- 
grated to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Vermilion  Town- 
ship, La  Salle  County,  where  the  mother  died  in 
the  month  of  June,  1881.  The  father,  who  is 
nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  resides  in  that  county, 
an  honored  and  respected  citizen.  He  has  alwaj-s 
been  identified  with  moral  reforms  and  movements 
for  the  betterment  of  the  people.  For  a  consid- 
erable time  he  served  as  School  Director  in  La 
Salle    County,    and  during  his  administration  the 


affairs  of    the    schools    were   well  and    judiciously 
managed. 

Mr.  Fetzer  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm  in 
La  Salle  County,  where  he  received  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools.  On  the  18th  of  March, 
1874,  he  was  married  to  Mary  F.  Scott,  a  native  of 
La  Salle  County,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Scott,  a 
pioneer  of  that  county.  Of  this  union  there  are 
three  children:  Cora  E.,  born  on  the  2d  of  May, 
1875;  Charles  R.,  May  4,  1879;  Pearl,  Sept.  30, 
1884.  Mr.  Fetzer  came  to  Livingston  County  in 
the  year  1886,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies  in  Avoca  Township.  This  farm  con- 
sists of  100  acres  of  well-improved  land,  which  has 
been  thoroughly  drained  and  made  exceedingly 
productive.  In  connection  with  his  farming  oper- 
ations he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the 
raising  of  stock  of  all  kinds,  and  in  this  has  been 
quite  successful.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
affiliations,  but  does  not  engage  in  politics  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  office.  He  has  served  for 
several  years  as  School  Director,  to  the  duties  of 
which  position  he  has  given  close  and  careful  at- 
tention. He  is  a;friend  of  education  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas  of  the  management  of  schools. 
He  and  his  wife  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the 
society  of  Avoca  Township,  and  are  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  for  their  many  good  qualities. 


ERMAN  GIRARD,  one  of  Long  Point's 
thorough-going  and  progressive  farmers  and 
stock- raisers,  located  on  section  13,  was 
born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  Dee.  23,  1836. 
He  is  the  son  of  Frederick^ and  Dorothea  Girard, 
who  are  natives  of  the  same  country,  and  came  to 
America  in  July,  1850,  landing  at  Castle  Garden, 
N.  Y.  From  New  York  they  proceeded  to  Chi- 
cago, where  they  remained  two  weeks;  thence  they 
went  to  Ottawa,  and  from  there  to  Livingston 
County,  where  Frederick  purchased  ninety  acres  of 
land,  twenty  of  which  were  heavily  timbered. 

On  the  16ti)  of  February,  1868,  Herman  Girard 
was  married  to  Mary  Zeilman,  daughter  of  Corne- 
lius and  Betsy  (Hall)  Zeilman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Girard  have   been   born   eight  children,   seven   of 
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■whom  are  now  living.  Olive  was  born  Deo.  G, 
1868;  Dorothea.  Sept.  4,  1870;  Adolph,  Nov.  25, 
1872;  Philo  AVesIej-,  Nov.  5, 1874;  Marian  Blanche, 
born  Feb.  20,  1877,  died  Jh1_v  0,  1880;  Mabel  Lu- 
ciuda.  born  Jan.  11,  1880;  Mamie  Bell,  April  5, 
1882,  and  Hilda  Melvina,  Dec.  31,  1884. 

Mr.  Girard  enlisted  in  Companj-  C,  39th  Illinois 
Infantry,  which  was  organized  at  Pontiac,  but  his 
enlistment  was  at  Chicago  in  August,  18l!l.  The 
regiment  went  to  St.  Louis  and  from  there  to  AVill- 
iamsburg,  Md.,  arriving  there  Nov.  2,  1861,  at 
which  time  and  place  thej'  received  tlieir  first  guns. 
Mr.  Girard  received  a  flesh  wound  on  the  knee  at 
Morris  Island,  S.  C,  on  the  9th  of  October,  1863, 
while  he  was  on  dut.y  rebuilding  the  old  fort.  He 
was  discharged  from  the  hospital  Jan.  1,  1864,  and 
was  afterward  wounded  at  DrewuT's  Bluff,  Va., 
May  16  of  that  year.  At  the  battle  of  Petersburg, 
Va.,  he  was  again  wounded  in  tlie  left  leg  in  the 
charge  on  Craig,  April  2,  1865.  He  is  now  receiv- 
ing a  pension  of  $10  per  month  on  account  of  these 
List  two  wounds.  Mr.  Girard  was  promoted  Cor- 
poral, and  Sept.  1,  18()3,  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Sergeant.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Petersburg, 
and  on  the  20th  of  March,  1862,  was  in  the  engage- 
ment at  AVinchester,  antl  afterward  was  continu- 
ously under  fire  while  on  guard  duty  along  the 
river.  At  Ft.  AVaggouer  he  helped  to  dig  up  to 
the  fort,  and  the  night  the  fort  was  taken  he  was 
one  of  the  twenty  men  who  first  entered  it  as  vol- 
unteers. After  the  Union  troops  had  taken  poSr 
session  the  Johnnies  tried  to  blow  it  up  by  setting 
fire  to  a  fuse  leading  to  the  magazine;  this  was  first 
noticed  bj-  Mr.  Girard.  He  was  in  the  engagement 
at  Folly  Island,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in 
scouting  and  skirmishing  until  his  discharge  from 
the  army. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Girard  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  although  he  was  a 
cooper  by  trade.  He  now  owns  120  acres  of  fine 
farming  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
which  is  well  improveil,  fenced,  and  drained  by  400 
rods  of  tiling.  Politically,  Mr.  Girard  is  a  Repub- 
lican, having  grown  up  in  that  faitli.  His  service 
in  the  army  strengthened  it,  and  his  mature  judg- 
ment, forme<l  \)y  close  observation  of  men,  and  the 
^ '  course  of  i>olitical  parties,  has  given  a  still  more 


stalwart  character  to  his  political  belief.  He  does 
not,  of  course,  carry  his  politics  into  his  business, 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  does  he  allow  his  business 
to  enter  into  his  politics.  He  is  a  Comrade  of  Post 
No.  223,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Cornell,  in  which  he  takes  a 
leading  and  active  part.  He  was  brought  up  in 
the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  one  of 
Long  Point's  most  progressive  citizens,  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 
His  family  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  that 
section  of  the  county,  and  deservedly  so. 


<^  OIIN  HARRIS.  Some  of  the  best  citizens 
now  residents  of  the  United  States  were  con- 
triljiited  liy  England,   not  only  in   Colonial 

days  but  in  later  years.      They  are  nearly  all 

men  of  intelligence,  because  of  the  advanced  posi- 
tion of  England  in  educational  advantages,  and  also 
of  the  innate  aptness  of  the  English  people  for  getting 
on  in  the  world.  A  large  per  cent  (.)f  the  English- 
men now  in  the  United  States  are  skilled  mechanics, 
and  they  have  been  indispensable  aids  in  assisting 
American  manufacturers  to  occupy  the  leading  posi- 
tii>n  they  do  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  The  En- 
glish farmer  displays  as  much  tact  and  aptness  in  his 
special  calling  as  does  bis  brother  in  the  manufact- 
m'ing  world.  The  suliject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
one  of  the  wealthy  and  respected  fanners  of  Living- 
ston County,  residing  in  BeUe  Prairie  Township, 
was  born  in  North  Devonshire,  England,  on  the  30tli 
of  March,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Bennett)  Harris,  both  of  whom  are  of  pure  English 
lilood.  The  father  was  by  occupation  a  gentleman's 
footman.  His  death  occnn-ed  in  1881,  and  the 
mother's  in  1848.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children — Jeremiah,  William,  Elizabeth,  John,  Susan, 
Thomas  and  Mary  J. 

John  Harris  came  to  America  in  1855,  landing  at 
(Quebec,  Canada,  from  which  place  he  proceeded  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  Thei-e  he  remained  for 
live  years  engaged  at  work  liy  tin'  month.  He  then 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  at  Shirley,  a  place 
soiilli  u(  l!looiiiiiig(oii,  where  he  worked  by  the 
iiioiitli  for  tlicsaine  mail,  a  Mr.  B;nrd,  for  the  next  five 
ycai's.   Al  IlicCiid  of  th;it  time  he  imrrhased  a  i)iece 
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of  laud  in  Forest  Towusbip,  Livingston  County, 
where  he  remained  oue'year,  and  soldtliis  and  rented 
hmd  fur  two  years  ^of  Dr.  Bartlett.  He  then  (.•anie 
to  Belle  Prairie  Township  and  j)urehased  130  aeres 
i)f  unimproved  prairie  land,  which  lie  innnediately 
set  to  work  to  ^transform  into  a  productive  farm, 
in  which  enterprise  he  succeeded  so  well  that  he  n(  )w 
owns  380  acres  of  as  good  land  as  ^can  be  found 
anywhere.  During  his  residence  iu^this  township  he 
has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of 
hogs,  and  also  iu  this  particular  branch  has  been 
eminently  successful,  and  now  is  looked  upon  ns  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  of  tlie  township. 

In  _^May,  1852,  Mr.  Harris^  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Cooper,  who  was  born  in  Devonshire,  En- 
gland, on  the  27th  of  October,  1 830,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  eight  children:  John  C,  wlio  mar- 
ried Miss  Mai-y  A.  Weeks,  Nov.  ti,  1881.  and  they 
have  two  children,  Blanche  and  Mabel;  Franli  J., 
who  married  Hattie  K.  Knight,  and  they  have  one 
child  named  Roy;. Walter  W.,  AVllliam,  Emanuel, 
Mary  J.,  Lydia  A.  and  James.  A.  Mr.  Harris  is  a 
leading  and  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episeopid  Church,  to  which  he  contributes  liberally 
of  both  time  and  money.  He  is  a  straight  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  cam- 
Itaigiis  of  his  party.  In  business  affairs  he  is  promiit 
and  reliable,  and  faithfully  keeps  all  his  obligations. 

Among  the  numerous  fai'm  homesteads  shoT\ni  in 
this  vohune  as  specimens  of  what  Livingston  Comity 
affords  may  be  found  Mr.  Harris'  place. 


"S]  OSEPH  S.  FINLEY,  an  extensive  farmer 
and  stock-dealer  of  Esmen  Township,  is  the 
owner  of  600  acres  of  land  on  section  34, 
^^0}J  which  comprises  one  of  the  finest  estates  in 
Livingston  County.  His  land  is  under  good  cul- 
tivation, and  the  farm  buildings  are  of  a  handsome 
and  substantial  style  of  architecture,  and  admira- 
bly adapted  to  the  purposes  for  j^ which  they  were 
intended.  The  live  stock  includes  some  fine  spec- 
imens of  Norman  and  Cleveland  Bay  horses, 
Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  Mr. 
Finley  has  attained  a  fine  reputation  as  a  breeder, 
and  in  his  business  has  been  remarkably  successful. 


and  exhibits  some  of  the  finest  animals  in  this  part 
of  the  State. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  16,  1830,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of 
nine  children,  the  offspring  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth (Riley)  Finley,  natives  respectively  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Pennsylvania.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Nancy  (Moore)  Finley,  of 
the  same  States.  Grandfather  Finley  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary War.  He  possessed  a  fine  constitution 
and  was  of  excellent  habits,  and  rounded  up  the 
good  old  age  of  ninety  years  before  he  was  gath- 
ered to  his  fathers.  The  parents  of  the  mother  of 
our  subject  were  Joseph  and  Mary  (Smith)  Riley, 
of  Pennsylvania,  where  Joseph  Riley  foUowed  farm- 
ing all  his  life.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  emigrated  to  America  at  an  early  period 
in  its  history,  starting  with  his  parents  from  his  na- 
tive land.  Thej-,  however,  did  not  live  to  beliold 
the  shores  of  the  New-  World,  as  both  died  on  the 
voyage  and  received  an  ocean  liurial.  Their  son 
Joseph  was  then  a  mere  babe,  and  w:is  adopted  bj' 
an  Irish  gentleman  named  Riley.  He  was  too 
.young  to  tell  his  own  name,  and  consequently  never 
knew  it,  and  was  never  able  to  communicate  with 
friends  or  relatives  of  his  parents. 

Robert  Finley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  and  followed 
farming  there  until  1839.  He  then  sold  out  and, 
migTating  westward,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
Kane  County,  this  State,  where  he  established  a 
comfortable  home  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  was  a  man  ( >f  iin  ire  than  <  irtlinary  intelli- 
gence, liecarae  active  in  political  affairs,  and  during 
the  time  of  the  slaverv  agitation  was  one  of  the 
most  active  Abolitionists  of  the  country.  All  the 
strength  of  his  manhood  was  thrown  into  the  lial- 
ance  on  the  side  of  freedom  and  Inunaiiity.  His 
name  is  familiarly  luiown  tliroughout  the  central 
part  of  this  State,  and  he  was  a  strong  foe  of  his  op- 
ponents, the  most  of  whom  were  his  inferiors  in  in- 
telligence and  general  information.  He  is  remem- 
bered as  a  gentleman  of  kind  impulses,  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Ejjiscopal  Church. 
After  a  useful  life,  during  which  he  had  endeavored 
to  build  up  a  worthy  record  for  his  children  to  re- 


i 


296 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


flei-t  uiHTO  in  after  yi':u>.  lie  tVikleil  his  liaiuls  for  his 
final  rest  in  1877.  The  mother  (lei):nte<l  this  life  iu 
1875.  at  the  homesteail  in  l\;ine  (niiiitv. 

Our  snhjeet  was  eiliu-tited  in  the  snli>eriiition 
schools  of  Central  Illinoi-.  ami  traineil  exelnsi\ely 
to  fannin^i;'  pnrsuits.  After  rearliinu  his  ma  ,ority 
lle  eommeneed  enltivatin^^' a  traet  of  land  on  his 
own  aeeonnt.  ami  on  the  IStii  of  April.  18.")5.  look 
to  himself  a  wife  and  hel|inieet  in  the  |)er>on  of  Miss 
jNIarv  J.  Camphell.  who  was  the  seeond  child  of 
James  and  Sarah  ((irahani)  C'amiihell.  nati\es  of 
Ireland  and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  They  enii- 
ufrated  to  America  early  in  life,  and  eventually 
drifted  west  t<)  Marion  County.  Ohio,  where  their 
daughter  Jlaiy  was  Imrn  Oct.  llj.  1833.  That  same 
year  the  family  came  to  thi>  county,  locating  in 
Esmen  To\vnship.  where  there  were  at  the  time 
but  three  or  four  families.  Mr.  Cami)l>cll,  however, 
only  lived  a  short  time  thereafter,  but  many  of  his 
descendants  are  still  residents  of  this  section. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  .ind  ;\Irs.  Finlcy  came  to 
this  county  and  located  ujion  tiie  land  which  is  now 
inchnled  in  their  present  home.stead.  Inking  i]o>~cs- 
sion  on  the  10th  of  May,  18.53.  His  lir>t  [uirchase 
was  a  quarter  section,  and  the  dwelliug  which  he 
afterward  erected  was  the  lirst  frame  hon>e  built 
along  the  creek  in  this  jiart  of  Livingston  County. 
That  structure,  in  18G4,  was  rcpl;iccd  liy  the  hand- 
some and  conuriodious  dwelling  wliii-h  they  now  oc- 
cupy, and  which,  with  its  ad  accnt  buildings  and 
surroundings,  forms  <me  oi  the  most  attractive  fea- 
tures of  the  landscape  in  Esmen  Township.  They 
have  laborcrl  liai'd.  hand  jn  hand,  to  build  up  a 
home,  and  it  n<'ei|s  Imt  .-i  glance  at  this  pidpcity  to 
convince  the  beholder  th;it  they  have  snccceclcd  in 
an  admirable  maimei-.  and  it  is  with  [ileasure  lh;it  ^\l.• 
IHX'sent  in  <-onne<-tion  with  thi<  sketch  a  view  of  the 
lujinc'Stead. 

Mr.  Finlcy.  in  tlie  bill  of  1  si;  1.  was  drjiftcd  f<ir 
tiie  Union  -er\  ice  :Mid  taken  to  Springlield  foi'  cx- 
.'imination.  llew;i<  rejcr-tcd  on  account  of  physical 
di>al»ility.  and  i-on>equently  wa>  not  pciiiiitlcd  to 
see  any  service.  His  intlucncc,  li(,«(v<a'.  like  th.at 
of  his  father.  w;i>  exerted  in  l:i\or  of  the  honorable 
])ros«'Cution  of  the  w.-u'  and  llie  prc>ci\  alion  of  Ihe 
Union. 

The  six  chilrlren  of  Mr.    and    Mrs.    Kinlev    Wfro 
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named  respeetivel_v,  Robert  1'.;  George  R.,  now  de- 
ceased: Sarah  E. ;  Mary  C  deceased  ;  Jennie  P.,  and 
Alice,  decca.-cd.  S;irah  became  the  wife  of  Ed- 
ward \Vh:deu.  ;iml  livt's  :it  home  with  her  parents, 
her  husband  assisting  iu  the  management  of  the 
fai'm:  they  ha\e  had  three  children — Roy,  who  is 
deceased,  Lnln  B.  and  Frank  V.  Robert  and  Jen- 
nie m.tke  their  lumie  ■with  their  parents.  The  latter 
has  been  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  Pontiac  schools 
and  expects  to  T)e  graduated  .soon.  Mr.  Finley  has 
ser\ed  as  School  Director  in  his  district  most  of  the 
time  since  he  first  settled  here,  and  has  been  School 
Trustee  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years.  He  has 
also  served  as  Road  Commissioner.  He  meddles 
little  «ith  politics  otherwise  than  casting  a  straight 
Republican  vote  upon  occasions  of  important  elec- 
tions. 


■^OHN  BUFFHAM,  who  after  many  struggles 
and  much  contending  with  adversity,  is  now 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Nevada  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  IGO  acres  on  section  11, 
was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  on  the  21st  of 
January,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of  John  Buffham, 
also  a  native  of  England,  who  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing all  his  life,  and  died  in  England  in  1850.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Marj^  A.  Green,  who  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  and 
lived  there  until  1856.  In  that  year  she  was  mar- 
ried to  George  Essington,  and  shortly  afterward 
with  him,  accompanied  by  her  three  children  and 
his  eight  by  a  former  marriage,  came  to  America. 
They  settled  in  Plainfield,  Will  County,  where  they 
have  since  resided.  Mr.  Buffham  has  a  brother  and 
sister  living:  Joseph  lives  in  Calhoun  County, 
Iowa,  and  Mary  married  John  Stafford,  who  died 
at  Pontiac  , where  his  widow  now  lives. 

Mr.  Buffham  was  eight  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  and  before  that  occurrence  he  attended  school 
for  a  short  time;  afterward  he  had  to  work  in  order 
to  procure  his  own  living.  He  worked  for  three 
years  for  his  board  and  clothes,  and  after  that  for 
eightjience  i)er  day,  and  boarded  himself.  He 
came  to  America  with  his  mother  and  found  em- 
ployment by  the  month  during  the  first  two  years    i  ' 
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of  his  residence  in  this  country  in  Will  County. 
He  then  went  to  Kendall  County,  and  worked  by 
the  month  until  soon  after  the  breakino-  out  of  the 
War.  On  the  16th  of  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  89th  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  On  the  11th  of 
September,  1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Atlanta, 
after  which  he  was  confined  in  the  prisons  at  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  Milan,  and  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  from  the 
latter  place  was  taken  several  miles  into  the  for- 
ests, where  he  and  his  fellow-prisoners  were  under 
guard  for  two  weeks.  On  the  24th  of  December, 
1864,  he  was  taken  to  Andersonville,  where  he  was 
confined  until  the  close  of  the  war,  after  which  he 
was  taken  to  Baldwin,  Fla.,  and  liberated,  and  with 
others  made  his  way  to  the  Federal  lines  at  Jack- 
sonville, where  he  arrived  more  dead  than  alive. 
During  his  confinement  at  Andersonville  he  suf- 
fered all  its  tortures  and  horrors,  and  has  never  re- 
covered from  the  effects  of  the  starvation  and 
brutal  and  inhuman  treatment  there  received.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Springfield,  111., 
on  the  29th  of  June,  1865,  and  then  returned  to  Will 
County,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1866,  when  he  went  to  Kendall  County  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  1875.  In  that  year  he  sold  out  and  came  to 
Livingston  County,  and  purchased  the  farm  which  he 
now  owns  and  occupies.  This  farm  consists  of  160 
acres,  all  of  which  are  improved,  and  contains  good 
pasture  laud. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1865,  Mr.  Buffham 
was  married  to  Sarah  Ann  Kirton,  who  was  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1843. 
Her  father,  Thomas  Kirton,  was  born  in  the  same 
shire,  where  he  was  reared  and  lived  until  1853, 
when  he  came  to  America  with  his  wife  and  two 
children,  and  located  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They 
resided  in  that  citj^  for  three  years,  and  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Buffham  died  there.  In  1855  her  father 
moved  to  Illinois,  and  lived  in  Mt.  Carroll  until 
1856,  then  moved  to  Will  County.  He  died  at  the 
residence  of  Mrs.  Buffham  in  1879.  Mrs.  Buffham 
had  one  brother  named  AVilliam,  who  was  a  soldier 
in  the  17th  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  died  in  the  serv- 
ice at  Glasgow,  Mo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.   Buffham   are  the   parents  of   five 
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children  living — Joseph  K.,  Mary  E.,  John  T., 
Willie  and  Fred  S.  They  had  two  children  who 
died  in  infancy,  Eddie  and  Sadie.  Our  subject 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  they  are  regular  attendants  and 
to  which  they  contribute  liberally  of  their  means. 
Mr.  Buffham  is  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  self- 
made  man.  Through  all  trials  and  adversities  he 
has  bravely  contended,  and  with  his  own  hands, 
assisted  by  his  excellent  wife,  has  carved  out  a 
comfortable  competency,  at  the  same  time  making 
and  maintaining  for  himself  a  name  for  strict  honor 
and  integrity,  which  after  all  is  the  best  heritage  to 
leave  to  posterity.  In  politics  Mr.  Buffham  has 
always  been  a  Republican,  and  though  not  a  politi- 
cian he  can  invarialily  be  relied  upon  to  further 
the  best  interests  of  the  party.  As  a  citizen  he 
stands  well  with  all  the  people,  and  discharges  faith- 
fulljr  every  obligation  imposed  by  the  law  and  the 
customs  of  his  neighborhood. 


ACOB  SPILLMAN,  Postmaster  at  Swygert, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing, is  widely  and  favorabl3'  known  through- 
out Owego  Township  as  having  been  one  of 
its  must  successful  farmers,  and  who  was  fortunate 
in  accumulating  a  fine  property.  He  retired  from 
active  labor  in  1886,  and  investing  a  portion  of  his 
capit.al  in  general  merchandise,  established  himself 
in  trade  at  Swygert,  where  he  takes  life  compara- 
tively easy,  and  is  numbered  among  its  most  sub- 
stantial residents.  He  carries  a  good  stock  of 
everything  required  in  a  village  or  country  house- 
hold, including  the  smaller  implements  of  the  farm. 
His  straightforward  business  methods  have  com- 
mended him  to  the  people  of  his  community,  and  he 
enjoys  a  large  patronage  among  its  best  residents. 
The  early  home  of  Mr.  Spillman  was  in  Switzer- 
land, where  he  was  born  March  15,  1825.  His 
parents,  John  and  Phrona  Spillman,  were  also  of 
Swiss  parentage,  and  spent  their  entire  lives  on 
their  native  soil.  Young  Jacob  was  placed  in 
school  at  an  early  age,  where  he  pursued  his  studies 
from  the  time  he  was  six  until  he  was  fourteen 
years  old,  and  was  afterward   engaged  at  general 
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work,  making  his  home  with  his  fatlier.  He  had 
been  an  ambitious  boy,  and  was  desirous  of  some- 
thing better  tlian  tlie  prospect  held  out  to  him  in 
the  Fatherland.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  after  reaching  his  majorit^y,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1848  made  his  preparations  for  a  voj'age 
to  the  New  World.  Taking  passage  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  at  Havre  he  bade  adieu  to  the  friends  and 
associates  of  his  childhood,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
twelve  weeks,  set  foot  upon  American  soil,  landing 
first  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  He  remained  in 
the  Crescent  City  but  a  short  time,  and  thence  pro- 
ceeded up  the  Mississipi^i  to  this  State,  not  long 
afterward  locating  in  this  connty,  where  he  began 
the  career  which  has  since  l)een  marked  with  such 
success. 

The  first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
Bureau  County,  111.,  in  1853,  the  maiden  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Fredricka  Dictz.  They  passed 
the  first  j'ears  of  their  wedded  life  in  Bureau  County, 
and  became  the  parents  of  two  children — Albert 
and  Barbara.  The  mother  of  these  passed  away  in 
1880.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1882,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Rosa 
Johnson,  and  they  began  life  together  iu  a  modest 
dwelling  in  Owego  Townslii|).  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  sons  and  one  daugliter — Julius,  Ag- 
gie, and  a  babe  unnamed. 

Mr.  Spillraan  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Presbj'tmian  Church. 
He  has  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities  since 
becoming  a  naturalized  citizen,  and  the  occasion  of 
his  seeking  a  permanent  home  in  the  New  World 
has  proved  fortunate  to  hirjiself  as  well  as  to  the 
people  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 

*  f»/ILLIAM  TAVEXER  is  a  prominent  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  17,  Avoea 
Township,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
country-  for  fifteen  years.  He  was  born  July  14, 
1848,  in  Somersetshire,  a  county  of  England,  lying 
south  of  the  Bristol  Channel.  'I'lie  coast  line  and 
surface  of  this  county  are  very  much  diversified, 
and  liiglily  picture.sque.  It  is  watered  by  the  Farret, 
Axe,  Avon,  and  Veo  Rivers,  all  of  wliicli  flow  into 
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the  Bristol  Channel.  Along  the  rivers  are  many 
marshes  and  tracts  of  high  fertility,  but  in  other 
parts  are  extensive  wastes,  as  Exmoor  at  the  west- 
ern extremit}'.  Cheddar  and  other  cheeses,  wool 
and  cider  are  the  principal  products.  Coal,  stone, 
calamine  and  fuller's  earth  are  obtained.  Woolen 
goods,  silks,  gloves,  linens,  stockings,  paper,  glass, 
ironwares,  Avoolcards,  shoes,  leather  and  malt  are 
manufactured.  The  county  contains  the  cities  of 
Bath,  Wells  and  a  part  of  Bristol.  Antiquities  of 
almost  every  period  of  British  history  are  met 
with  in  this  county.  This  is  the  count}'  from  which 
Mr.  Tavener  hails,  and  where  he  was  born,  the  son 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Tavener,  the  former  de- 
ceased, and  the  latter  still  residing  in  England.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  where 
he  received  an  excellent  English  education.  He 
has  all  his  life  been  engaged  in  the  occupation  of 
farming. 

Mr.  Tavener  was  married  on  the  9th  of  May, 
1872,  in  England,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Masters, 
daughter  of  William  and  Fannj'  (White)  Masters, 
of  Somersetshire,  England.  Her  parents  are  both 
dead.  Directly  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Tavener 
and  his  wife  emigrated  to  America,  and  soon  after 
their  arrival  .at  New  York  proceeded  to  Livingston 
County,  where  for  nine  years  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing upon  a  rented  farm.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he 
settled  upon  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  in 
Avoca  Township,  where  he  has  175  acres  of  excel- 
lent laud,  as  a  reward  for  his  industry,  economy 
and  good  management  since  becoming  a  citizen  of 
this  country.  His  surroundings  attest  truthfully 
the  measure  of  sucicess  he  has  attained,  and  he  is 
now  considered  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers 
of  Avoca  Township.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  their 
devotion  to  the  church  is  manifested  in  many 
ways. 

Mrs.  Tavener  was  born  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1846,  and  is  the  mother  of  seven  children:  Min- 
nie L.,  born  June  20,  1875;  Fannie  E.,  Aug.  10, 
1877;  Walter  S.,  Dec.  25,  1879;  Albert  E.,  Dec. 
25,  1881;  Ch.arlcs  E.,  Jan.  13,  1885;  Jessie  M., 
March  13,  1886,  and  Nellie  M.,  May  13.  1887. 
These  children  are  all  strong  and  healthy,  and  bid 
fair  to  grow  to  man  and  womanhood  in  vigorous 
■» 
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health.  Mr.  and  iVJrs.  Tavener  have  become 
thoi'Gughl}'  identified  with  American  life  and  cus- 
toms, and  have  no  cause  of  legiet  for  having  left 
the  land  of  their  nativitj'  to  make  their  homes  and 
fortunes  in  the  New  World,  where  every  man  is  a 
peer,  and  there  is  no  caste  caused  by  landed  estates 
or  immense  wealth,  which  precludes  the  humblest 
man  in  the  country  from  becoming  its  chief  ruler. 

ylLLIAM  SMITH,  who  has  been  a  resident 
farmer  of  Livingston  County  since  1859, 
and  now  resides  on  section  32,  Avoca 
Township,  was  born  in  Berkshire,  which  is  an  in- 
land county  in  the  southern  part  of  England,  on 
the  3d  of  November,  1834.  He  is  the  son  of 
Henrj'  and  Mary  Smith,  both  ofjwhom  were  natives 
of  England,  and  is  the  sixth  child  of  the  family. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  country,  where 
he  received  a  good  English  education  and  learned 
the  rudiments  of  farming.  He  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica in  1859,  taking  passage  at  Liverpool  in  a 
steamer,  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  fifteen  daysi 
in  which  the  usual  dangers  of  storm  and  wave  were 
encountered,  landed  in  New  York  City.  He  did 
not  tarry  there,  but  came  direct  to  Livingston 
County,  and  after  arriving  here,  for  five  months 
he  worked  by  the  month  at  §13,  and  afterward 
farmed  as  a  renter  for  five  years,  and  in  this  time 
he  not  only  acquainted  himself  with  all  matters 
pertaining  to  American  farming,  but  by  industry 
and  economy  accumulated  enough  to  purchase  a 
farm.  He  settled  on  his  present  fai-m  in  1873,  and 
has  resided  there  since.  It  consists  of  160  acres-of 
good  land,  which  he  has  improved  both  with  good 
buildings  and  undei--draining  until  it  is  one  of  the 
best  iu  the  county.  In  draining  the  farm  he 
has  consumed  about  15,000  feet  of  various  sized 
tile.  All  the  money  he  has  expended  in  draining 
is  being  returned  to  him  now  with  tenfold  profit  in 
the  way  of  increased  crops.  He  generally  keeps 
about  twenty-five  or  thirty  head  of  cattle  of  vari- 
ous kinds,  and  has  from  five  to  six  horses  available 
for  any  kind  of  work.  When  he  made  his  start  as 
an  Illinois  farmer  he  had  a  yoke  of  cattle,  which  he 
traded  for  a  horse,  and  with  which  he  tended  tliirty 


acres  of  corn.  This  corn  when  marketed  only 
lu'ought  him  fourteen  cents  per  busliel,  which  left 
him  a  very  small  margin  after  deducting  the  cost 
of  producing  it,  without  considering  his  time  at  all. 
Mr.  Smith  was  married,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1805,  to  Annie  Rumbold,  a  native  of  Hampshire, 
England.  They  commenced  life  together  on  the 
east  eighty  of  Mr.  Smith's  present  farm,  and  they 
have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living — 
Mary  E.,  Henry  J.,  Thomas  C,  William  E.,  Martha 
S.  and  Alfred  E.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  while  he  is  not  a  politician  he  is  loyal 
to  that  party  tu  the  extent  of  voting  its  tickets  at 
all  elections.  His  sympathies  are  with  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  his  wife's  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  has  served  as  School  Trustee  for  one 
term,  and  the  people  of  Avoca  Township  remem- 
ber that  the  administration  of  school  affairs  during 
that  term  was  such  as  to- give  almost  universal  sat- 
isfaction. Mr.  Smith  enjoj's  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  both  active  and  influential  members  of  the 
society  of  which  they  are  a  part. 

-^ #^| 


,  EN  JAM  IN  E.  HADLEY.  Among  the  ac- 
cessions to  the  ranks  of  its  citizens  during 
the  last  eight  years  none  have  been  more 
welcomed  to  Livingston  County  than  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  on  section  21,  Sunbury  Town- 
ship. He  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  where 
he  was  born  in  Clermont  County,  thirty  miles  east 
of  Cincinnati,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1824.  He  is  the 
youngest  child  in  a  family  of  nine  born  to  Ebene- 
zer  and  Elizabeth  (Patton)  Hadley.  Mr.  Hadley 
was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  obtained  a  fair  com- 
mon-school education  under  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances. At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  life 
for  himself  as  a  farmer,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion in  Ohio  until  twent3'-four  years  of  age,  when 
he  accompanied  his  father  to  Kane  County,  111. 
On  the  8th  of  February,  184G,  before  coming  to 
Illinois  he  was  married  to  Barbara  Whitmore,  who 
was  the  fourth  in  a  famil}'  of  eight  children  born 
to  Conrad  and  Slai-y  (Hensel)   Whitmore,  natives 
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of  Kentucky.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  came 
to  lUiuois  in  1868,  where  he  died  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Hadley.  In  1851 
our  subject  went  to  La  Salle  County,  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  upon  which  he  lived  un- 
til 1880.  At  that  time  land  in  La  Salle  County 
was  ver}'  valuable,  and  Mr.  Hadley  sold  his  farm, 
and  with  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  purchased  150  acres  of  im- 
proved land,  which  he  moved  upon  and  has  since 
been  successfully  cultivating.  Besides  his  agricult- 
ui'al  business  he  is  largely  engaged  in  raising  stock 
of  excellent  quality. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadlc}-  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows :  Han- 
nah M.,  Ezra  L.,  John  W.,  Amanda  M.,  Charles 
W.  and  Jennie  E.  Two  died  in  infancj'.  Han- 
nah, Mrs.  William  Greenlees,  lives  eight  miles 
north  of  Ottawa ;  Ezra  L.  married  Clara  Tompkins, 
and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Suubury  Township;  John 
married  Ella  Davis,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Iroquois 
County;  Amanda,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Piester,  lives  in 
Nebraska;  Charles  married  Flora  Cornell,  and  lives 
near  Cornell  in  this  county;  Jennie  married 
Henry  L.  Davis,  and  lives  with  his  parents  on  the 
home  farm,  which  he  assists  in  conducting.  Dur- 
ing the  time  Mr.  Hadlej'  has  owned  this  farm  he 
has  materially  improved  it  in  every  respect.  It  is 
completely  under-drained,  and  well  fenced,  while 
the  farm  buildings  are  models  of  their  kind.  In 
his  business  affairs  Mr.  Hadley  is  energetic  and 
enterprising. 

Ever  since  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  parly 
Mr.  Hadley  has  been  a  Republican,  and  has  all  his 
life  taken  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  though 
he  has  never  had  any  selfish  motive  in  doing  so, 
for  he  has  never  sought  office,  and  the  only  ones 
he  ever  accepted  at  the  hands  of  the  people  were 
those  of  Constable  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  seven 
years.  He  has  been  a  Notary  Public  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  Governor.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  very  ardent  Sundaj'- 
school  worker,  and  is  at  the  present  time  Superin- 
tendent of  tlie  Sunday-school,  and  President  of  the 
Township  Sunday-School  Organization.  Mr.  Had- 
ley h  a  great  lover  of  good  literature,  and  devotes 
considerable  time  to  reading.     His  library  is  large 


and  varied,  including  works  upon  almost  all  topics. 
He  is  a  great  reader  of  current  literature  and  a 
large  patron  of  the  publications  of  the  day. 


MARIAH  N.  BEMIS,  formerly  a  leading 
(.@lO  farmer  and  stock -raiser  of  Esmen  Town- 
ship, has  retired  from  the  labors  and  cares 
•g^  incident  to  the  supervision  of  a  large  area 

of  land  and  now  occupies  an  elegant  and  comforta- 
ble home,  surrounded  by  the  friends  whom  he  has 
made  in  by-gone  years  and  enjoying  the  comforts 
which  he  has  justly  earned.  He  is  of  New  England 
parentage,  and  was  born  in  the  town  of  Stafford, 
Tolland  Co.,  Conn.,  March  IG,  1814.  His  parents, 
Amariah  and  Sally  (Shumwaj-)  Bemis,  were  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  and  settled  in  Connecticut  about 
1812,  soon  after  their  marriage.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  n.amelj',  Clarissa,  Mi- 
randa, Amariah  N.,  Mary,  Charles,  Isaac,  Judis  and 
Abijah. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Abijah  and  Mar3'  Bemis,  also  natives  of  the  Bay 
State.  His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
and  Comfort  (White)  Shumwa}',  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  of  French  descent.  The  grandmothers 
both  lived  to  be  more  than  ninety  years  of  age, 
and  Grandmother  Shumway  died  at  the  age  of 
ninet3'-flve.  The  Bemis  family  was  originally  from 
England,  the  first  representatives  in  this  country 
being  two  brothers,  the  great-grandfather  and  the 
great-uncle  of  our  subject.  The  uncle  never  mar- 
ried, and  consequently  the  later  descendants  sprang 
from  one  brother.  The  latter  was  the  father  of 
thirteen  children,  as  follows:  Alpheus,  Amariah, 
Aaron,  Amos,  Abigail,  Alice,  Amos  (2d),  Lydia, 
Willard,  Abijah,  Hephzibah,  Tylor  and  Mary.  The 
second  son,  Amariah,  married,  and  became  the 
father  of  eight  children,  namely,  Clarissa,  Miranda, 
Amariah  N.,  Mary,  Charles  S.,  Judith,  Isaac  and 
Abijah.  The  third  child  of  this  family  was  the 
subject  of  our  sketch. 

Young  Bemis  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  in 
the  meantime  was  employed  considerably  in  a 
sawmill.  He  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  after  reaching  his  majority 
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left  the  pai-ental  roof  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
West,  which  was  then  beckoning  eagerly  to  young 
and  enterprising  men.  On  the  way,  liowever,  Mr. 
Bemis  stopped  for  a  time  at  Oxford,  in  Clienango 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  painting,  which 
he  had  harned  in  his  youth.  He  remained  in  this 
locality  a  number  of  years,  and  in  the  meantime, 
on  the  9th  of  September,  1839,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lucinda  Backus,  who  was  born  in 
Oxford,  N.  Y.,  June  18,  1818.  Her  parents,  Capt. 
John  and  Lucinda  (Johnson)  Backus,  were  natives 
respectively  of  Norwich  and  Canterbury.  Conn. 
Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Ezra  and  Rhoda 
(Dodge)  Backus,  of  Norwich,  and  her  mother  was 
the  daughter  of  Obediah,  Jr.,  and  Lucinda  (Dodge) 
Johnson,  also  of  Connecticut.  Col.  Obediah  John- 
son and  his  wife,  Lucy,  were  the  parents  of  Dr. 
Rufus,  Obediah,  Jr.,  mentioned  above,  Ebenezer, 
Nathan,  John  and  Olive.  Capt.  John  Backus  was 
the  father  of  four  children  by  his  first  wife  and  five 
by  his  second.  The  first  four  were  named  respect- 
ively, Lucinda  and  Ezra,  both  now  deceased ;  Will- 
iam and  Lucinda  (2d).  His  second  wife,  Abigail, 
was  the  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Desire  (Crary) 
Glover.  She  became  the  mother  of  Henry,  now  in 
Massachusetts;  John  and  Harriet,  deceased  ;  Nathan 
in  Dakota;  and  Guerdon. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bemis  remained  a  resi- 
dent of  Oxford  for  a  period  of  thirt\--five  years,  the 
first  fifteen  of  which  he  was  employed  as  a  me- 
chanic. A  serious  spell  of  sickness,  however, 
weakened  him  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  trade,  and  he  then  engaged  in  lumbering  and 
freighting,  carrying  this  on  quite  extensivelj'  for 
twenty  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  Illinois,  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  2,  in  Esmen 
Township,  which  he  placed  in  charge  of  hissoii.  He 
also  purchased  the  adjoining  quarter  of  the  same 
section  which  his  son  now  lives  on ;  he  took  posses- 
sion of  it  with  his  family  in  1870,  and  built  the  resi- 
dence which  he  now  occupies.  He  has  superin- 
tended the  cultivation  of  the  land  until  now,  with 
the  aid  of  his  son ;  it  is  all  in  fine  condition  and  pro- 
ductive of  the  choicest  crops.  The  residence  and 
other  buildings  are  among  the  best  in  the  township, 
and  the  whole  premises  indicates  the  supervision  of 
the  thrifty  and  progressive  modern  agriculturist. 
_^^^^ , ^__^^ .^ __—„—— 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bemis,  since  coming  West;  have 
twice  returned  to  their  old  home  in  New  York  to 
visit  among  the  friends  whom  they  had  made  dur- 
ing their  long  residence  there.  Two  of  their  chil- 
dren are  settled  in  the  East,  one  in  Connecticut  and 
one  in  New  York.  They  became  the  parents  of 
five,  of  whom  John  died  in  1848,  when  two  and 
a  half  3^ears  old.  The  others  are,  Nelson  Amariah, 
Mary  Eliza,  Harriet  and  Sarah.  Nelson  married 
Miss  Sarah  L.  Shelden,  and  lives  on  a  farm  adjoin- 
ing that  of  his  father;  Marj-  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
C.  Green,  and  lives  in  Canterbury,  Conn. ;  Harriet, 
Mrs.  DeAVitt  A.  Gleason,  is  a  resident  of  Oxford, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Bemis  has  been  uniformly  successful 
in  the  cultivation  of  Illinois  soil  and  is  ranked 
among  the  representative  men  of  this  section  of 
country.  He  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  has  served  twice  as  Assessor  of  his  township. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  was  instrumental  in  the  erection 
of  their  building,  which  is  located  not  far  from  his 
home.  Mrs.  Bemis  is  connected  with  the  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Odell. 

■vw^OHN  D.  REESE  is  an  important  factor  in 
I  the  mining  interests  of  Newtown  Township, 
I  where  he  is  engaged  at  Shaft  No.  3,  of  the 
^^//  Vermilion  Coal  Company.  He  occupies 
the  official  position  of  Constable  for  this  township, 
and  is  also  a  Deputy  of  the  County  Sheriff.  He 
located  in  this  township  in  1878,  and  was  appointed 
Mining  Inspector  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Livingston  County.  He  devotes  his  time  to  min- 
ing in  Shaft  No.  3,  except  when  discharging  his 
official  duties  in  one  of  the  three  capacities  named. 
He  is  a  property  owner,  and  one  of  the  leading  and 
infiuential  men  among  the  miners  of  this  section. 
He  is  of  very  industrious  habits  and  possesses  all 
the  qualities  of  a  good  citizen. 

Mr.  Reese  was  born  in  Pottsville,  Pa.,  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1837.  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Thomas)  Reese,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Wales,  the  father  in  the  year  1804.  The 
latter  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  but 
remained  here  but  a  few  years,  and  then  returned 
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to  his  native  country,  where  he  married.  He  then 
remained  in  Wales  until  1830,  during  which  time 
several  children  were  born,  and  then  he  returned 
to  America.  Of  the  twelve  children  born  to  them, 
four  arc  now  living:  Marj-  is  the  wife  of  Henr\' 
Meadows,  and  they  live  at  Streator,  111.,  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business ;  John  D.  is  our  subject:  David 
D.  was  engaged  in  the  railroad  business  in  Denver, 
Col ;  Sarah  married  John  T.  Jones,  who  is  a  paper 
manufacturer  in  Lucas,  Iowa.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  Peru,  111.,  un  the  loth  of 
March.  1880.  The  father  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Streator. 

Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  the  father  was  a  local  preacher  and 
very  active  in  churcii  work.  Many  of  his  earlier 
sermons  were  preached  in  the  Welsh  language.  In 
his  earh'  life  he  was  a  miner  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
which  State  [they  settled  when  thej'  came  to  this 
country.  He  acted  in  the  capacitj'  of  Superintend- 
ent of  Mines  until  he  came  West.  After  he  be- 
came a  citizen  of  Illinois  he  engaged  in  farming. 
Politically  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  was  one 
of  the  earliest  supporters  of  the  Whig  party  during 
its  existence;  he  has  always  been  enthusiastic  on 
the  subject  of  politics,  and  his  extensive  reading  of 
political  literature  has  caused  him  to  be  one  of  the 
best  posted  men  in  Livingston  County  on  political 
matters.  He  is  now  enjoying  good  health  in  all 
respects,  excepting  that  impairment  of  eyesight 
consequent  upon  old  age., 

John  D.  Reese  was  married  in  Swatara,  Pa.,  on 
the  28th  of  March,  1861,  to  Mary  Anderson,  who 
was  born  in  1845,  in  Llewell^'n,  Pa.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  England,  and  came  to  this  countr}' 
in  1830.  Both  are  now  deceased,  the  father's 
death  taking  place  in  Peru,  111.,  in  September,  1861. 
To  them  were  born  seven  children,  one  in  England 
and  six  In  this  country;  of  the  five  now  living,  all 
reside  in  Kansas,  excepting  the  wife  of  our  subject. 
To  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reese  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Lemuel,  born  June  .5,1862,  resides 
at  home,  and  is  employed  in  Shaft  No.  3;  Sarah, 
born  Sept.  3,  1864,  married  Thomas  Prilcliard,  who 
died  Jan.  9,  1887,  and  she  and  her  two  children 
re«idf;  with  her  parents:  Thomas,  born  Feb.  13, 
1106;  Jolin  L.,  Aug.   21),  1867;  Daniel  15.,  May  18, 


1SC8;  Joseph,  Aug.  21,  1869;  Charles  and  Ak-xan-- 
der,  Nov.  3,  1870;  the  last  five  nfimed  all  work  in 
Shaft  No.  3;  Charles  (2d),  born  Jan.  28,  1874; 
Mary  E.,  April  26,  1878;  Carrie,  Feb.  15,  1880,  all 
reside  at  home.  During  his  residence  five  miles 
north  of  Peru,  Mr.  Reese's  house  was  destroyed  by 
fire  and  all  his  personal  and  household  property 
was  lost.  At  the  time  of  the  conflagration  his  wife 
was  lying  sick  and  helpless  in  bed,  and  within  a 
moment  or  two  after  she  was  removed  the  walls 
fell  in.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Reese  has  thoroughly 
recovered  from  his  loss,  and  is  now  very  comfort- 
ably situated. 


•^  OHN  W.  SCHULZ,  a  properous  German  far- 
mer of  Owego  Township,  became  a  resident 
here  in  1867,  locating  on  section  23,  where 
he  has  since  carried  on  general  farming  and 
built  up  a  comfortable  homestead.  This  is  mainly 
the  property  of  his  estimable  wife,  and  under  his 
excellent  management  has  become  quite  valuable. 
The  farm  buildings  are  substantial  and  comfortable 
and  in  every  respect  adapted  to  the  requirements 
of  country  life. 

Blr.  Sehulz  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Kur- 
Hessen,  German}',  March  22,  1833,  and  is  the  son 
of  Adam  and  Annie  P.  Sehulz,  who  were  also  of 
German  birth  and  parentage,  and  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  their  native  land.  Our  subject  was  there 
reared  to  manhood  and  received  a  good  education, 
and  after  passing  his  twent3'-second  birthda}^  vvas 
married,  Dec.  25,  1856,  to  Miss  Anna  Elizabeth 
Ilolsower,  a  native  of  his  own  country,  and  born 
May  1,  1830.  Mrs.  S.  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Ann  M.  Ilolsower,  and  by  her  union  with  our 
subject  became  the  mother  of  eight  children,  seven 
living,  namely,  George,  Katharine,  William,  Eliza- 
beth, Annie,  Minnie  and  Michael.  These  are  mar- 
ried and  settled  in  comfortable  homes  of  their  own, 
most  of  them  being  residents  of  this  county  and 
vicinity. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sehulz  continued  in  their  native 
Germany  for  ten  years  after  their  marriage  and 
then  decided  to  emigrate  to  the  New  World.  Bid- 
ding adieu  to  their  friends  and  the  associates  of 
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their  childhood  they  took  passage  on  a  steamer  at 
Bremen,  and  after  a  voyage  of  seventeen  days, 
landed  in  New  York  City  with  their  three  children. 
Thence  they  proceeded  directly  westward,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  Mr.  Schulz  decided  to  take  up 
his  abode  in  this  county.  He  has  proved  a  valued 
addition  to  the  community,  both  soci.illy  and 
financially,  and  with  his  wife  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  German  Evangelical  Association. 
Politically  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket. 


^^  AMUEL  HERBERT.     During  the  last  few 
^^^    years  there  has  been  remarkable  iniprove- 
(ij\/_J|j    ment  in  the  manner  of  gathering  and  hous- 
ing  the  winter's  crop  of  ice,  and  the  sys- 
tem is  now  so  perfect  that  the  percentage  of  loss  by 
shrinkage  is  largely  reduced.      One  of  the  most 
enterprising  ice-packers  and  dealers  is  Mr.  Herbert, 
a  citizen  of  Pontiac,  who  began   that  business  in 
1874. 

Mr.  Herbert  is  a  native  of  Rockland  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1824.  He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Frances  (Keas- 
ler)  Herbert,  natives  of  the  same  county,  who  were 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  The  grandfather 
was  Robert  Herbert,  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  who 
during  his  life  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons  and  carriages.  Jacob  had  a  family  of  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living,  as  follows : 
Samuel,  Hannah  J.,  Charles,  Eliz.ibeth,  Phoebe,  Cath- 
arine, Adelia  and  Theodore.     Daniel  died  in  1854. 

Samuel  Herbert  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  for  seven  years  was 
engaged  in  boating  on  the  Hudson  River.  He  after- 
ward worked  in  a  gTistmill  in  Dutchess  County,  N. 
Y.,  for  sis  years,  when  in  1857  he  concluded  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  the  West.  In  that  year  he  arrived  in 
Pontiac,  and  eug.aged  in  the  business  of  plastering 
until  1875.  In  1859  he  built  his  fii-st  home,  which 
gave  place  in  1872  to  the  fine  residence  which  he  at 
jn-esent  occupies.  His  house,  with  the  land  on 
which  it  stands  and  other  improvements,  cost  him 
$8,000.  Mr.  Herbert  engaged  in  his  present  business 
in  1874,  building  his  fu'st  ice-house  on  the  south 
side  and  near  to  the  Vermilion  River,  and  in  1884 


he  bought  his  second  ice-house  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  city,  which  gives  him  a  total  capacity  for  6,000 
tons.  For  the  delivery  of  his  crop,  during  the  season 
lie  hires  two  wagons  and  four  men  besides  himself. 

In  1848,  Mr.  Herbert  was  m.arried  to  Miss  Ann 
J.  Lewis,  of  Dutchess  Count}',  N.  Y.  She  was  the 
daugiiter  of  John  and  P^sther  (Hudson)  Lewis,  na- 
tives of  England.  Her  father  came  to  America  with 
his  family  in  1831,  and  settled  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boots 
and  shoes,  afterward  removing  to  Poughkeepsie, 
Dutchess  County,  and  engaging  in  the  same  business, 
which  'occupation  he  followed  until  he  died.  The 
wife  died  in  1881.  They  had  a  family  of  thi-ee 
children:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Ward,  of  Pontiac,  and  Ann  J., 
Mrs.  Herbert.  The  children  of  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Her- 
bert are  recorded  as  follows :  Daniel  man-ied  Mary 
Hart,  of  Pontiac,  and  has  three  sons — Harry,  Ward 
.and  Hart ;  Esther,  Mrs.  E.  Wiggins,  of  Chicago,  who 
is  the  mother  of  two  children — Charles  and  Harry ; 
Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Davis,  of  Pontiac,  who  is  the 
mother  of  five  children — William,  Mary,  Henry, 
Mearl  and  Pearl;  John  J.  and  Eunice  A.,  at  home. 
Mr.  Herbert  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  He  gives  his  political  adhesion  to 
the  Democratic  party.  He  has  in  times  past  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Board. 

We  are  pleased  to  present  the  portiait  of  Mr. 
Herbert  on  the  accompanying  page,  together  with 
that  of  his  estim.able  wife. 


eLAYTON  HOSKINS.  One  of  the  most 
beautiful  homes  in  Rook's  Creek  Township 
belongs  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  is 
located  on  section  19.  It  comprises  eighty  acres 
of  good  land,  which  yields  abuBdantly  the  choice 
products  of  the  Prairie  State,  with  a  handsome 
dwelling,  a  good  barn,  and  all  other  out-buildings 
required  by  the  modern  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
His  family  includes  his  wife  and  five  children,  the 
latter  born  as  follows:  Wesley  D.,  May  22,  1874; 
Henry  F.,  Nov.  1,  1875;  Clarence  L.,  March  22, 
1878;  Peter  N.,  March  22,  1881 ;  Flora  May,  Oct. 
21,  1882.  The  head  of  this  interesting  family  is 
about  forty  years  of  age,  having  been  horn  Feb.  29, 
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1848.  His  birthplace  and  earlj'  liome  was  in  Mar- 
shall Countj-,  wliere  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
remained  until  manhood  with  his  parents,  Henr}^ 
and  Mary  Ann  (Bouham)  Hoskins.  natives  of  Piek- 
awaj-  County,  Ohio,  the  former  born  May  12,  1822, 
and  the  latter  about  1825. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Illinois  when 
a  young  man  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  in 
1843,  and  the  mother  came  with  her  parents  when 
a  child.  The  grandparents  on  both  sides  of  the 
house,  it  is  supposed,  were  natives  of  Virginia. 
Grandfather  Hoskins  was  born  about  1793,  and 
spent  his  last  years  in  Marshall  County,  111.  To 
the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born  seven 
children  besides  Clayton,  all  living  and  located 
as  follows;  Eveline  C,  born  in  September,  1850, 
remains  at  home  with  her  parents ;  Clarissa  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Tarbell,  of  Greene  County,  Iowa, 
and  the  mother  of  five  children ;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Clar- 
ence Jarmin,  has  two  children,  and  is  a  resident  of 
Marshall  County,  111. :  William  married  Miss  Ida 
Maj-  Tanquarry,  and  is  farming  in  Rook's  Creek 
Township;  thej-  have  three  children.  Lois  is  the 
wife  of  William  Connor,  a  resident  of  Claj'  Countj-, 
Neb. ;  Thomas  and  Elmer,  the  j'oungest  sons,  re- 
main at  home  with  their  father. 

Mr.  Hoskins,  when  twentj'-one  ye.-irs  of  age  re- 
ceived from  his  father  a  team  of  horses  and  a  por- 
tion of  land,  for  which  he  was  to  pay  a  moderate 
annual  rental.  Upon  this  he  remained  until  past 
twent\'-four  years  of  age,  and  in  the  meantime  was 
married,  Feb.  25,  1872,  to  Miss  Amanda  F.  Nighs- 
wonger.  He  afterward  continued  one  year  on  the 
home  place,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent homestead.  He  put  up  his  house  in  1871,  and 
added  eight}'  acres  to  his  first  purchase,  so  that  he 
now  has  a  fine  tract  of  120  acres,  which  makes  a 
good  start  in  life,  and  iiolds  out  a  fair  prospect  for 
the  future.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  promis- 
ing young  citizen,  and  is  serving  his  first  term  as 
School  Director  in  his  district.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  tlie  Democratic  partj',  and  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  tiie  Christian  Church 
at  Flanagan.  'I'he  parents  of  Mrs.  Hoskins,  Peter 
and  Nancy  (Baringer)  Nighswonger,  were  natives 
respectively  of  Virginia  and  Oliio.  Her  fatiier 
came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  when  a  child  two 


years  of  age,  and  the  mother  came  with  a  married 
sister,  when  a  young  lady,  their  mother  having  died 
some  j'ears  before.  The  parents  were  married  in 
Pike  County,  111.,  and  removed  to  Marshall  County 
in  1856,  where  they  reared  their  family,  and 
whence,  in  1876,  they  removed  to  Missouri,  where 
they  now  reside.  Charles  R.  Nighswonger,  the 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  H.,  died  in  Pike 
Count}',  at  an  advanced  age.  Her  brothers  and 
sisters,  of  whom  there  are  seven,  are  living  mostly 
in  Davis  County,  Mo.  Her  sister  Angeline  is  a 
resident  of  Northern  Nebraska. 
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\|/  ORENZO  F.  PRATT,  a  gentleman  on  the 
((S)  sunny  side    of   fifty,  is   industriously   en- 

^^  gaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 
tion 9,  Belle  Prairie  Township,  on  the  southern 
line  of  this  county.  He  is  a  New  Englander  by 
birth,  having  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in 
Franklin  County,  Vt.,  Dec.  19,  1840.  His  child- 
hood and  j'outh  were  spent  in  his  native  State. 
During  the  late  Civil  W^ar  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  1st  Vermont  Infantr}-,  but  after  serving  four 
months  contracted  a  disease  which  compelled  him 
to  abandon  army  life,  receiving  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. He  remained  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State  a  short  time  afterward,  and  in  1864  set  out 
for  Illinois,  in  which  State  he  has  since  resided. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Allen  and  Ase- 
nath  (Wait)  Pratt,  natives  also  of  Vermont,  where 
they  spent  their  entire  lives,  the  father  passing 
away  in  1854,  and  the  mother,  who  survived  her 
husband  twenty-eight  years,  in  1882.  They  were 
most  excellent  people,  highly  respected  in  .  their 
community,  and  the  motiier  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Allen  Pratt  was 
a  skilled  mechanic,  and  also  engaged  in  lumbering 
and  farming.  Although  never  becoming  wealthy, 
he  alvv.ays  provided  suitably  and  generously  for  his 
family,  which  included  twelve  children,  some  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  They  were  named  as  fol- 
lows: Curtis  P.,  Lorenzo  F.,  Sophia  E.,  Ira  A., 
Lucina  W.,  Betsey  M.,  Ira  C.  (2d),  Charles  J.,  Lu- 
cina  W.  (2d),  Mary  .7.,  Lorenzo  F.  (2d)  and 
George  R.     Those  who  survived  were  reared  on  the 


•-^^ 


^,U 


^v 


-4^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


307 


T 


farm,  and  most  of  them  remained  in  New  England. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  received  but  lim- 
ited school  advantages  during  his  childhood  and 
youth,  but  by  the  kindly'  assistance  of  his  wife  since 
their  marriage,  has  become  quite  well  informed, 
and  by  a  course  of  general  reading  keeps  pace  with 
the  events  of  the  day.  He  is  regarded  as  a  gentle- 
man of  considerable  ability  in  his  township,  where 
he  has  served  as  Clerk,  Road  Commissioner  and 
School  Director.  Upon  coming  to  'Illinois  he  lo- 
cated in  Tazewell  County,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  laborer  four  3rears,  near  the  town  of  Morton. 
He  then  went  into  the  country  and  engaged  on  a 
farm  two  years,  in  the  meantime  living  economic- 
ally and  saving  what  he  could  of  his  earnings.  In 
1874  he  invested  the  little  sum  thus  accumu- 
lated in  120  acres  of  land,  which  constitutes  his 
present  homestead,  and  which  he  has  earefullj'  cul- 
tivated and  supplied  with  all  necessary  buildings 
and  improvements,  so  that  it  is  considered  an  es- 
tate quite  valuable.  For  the  last  two  j'ears,  in  ad- 
dition to  farming,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  tile  in  company  with  a  partner,  the  firm 
being  Cook  &  Pratt  Bros.  He  is  also  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  sorghum  syrup  and  cider,  for 
which  he  has  some  extra  fine  machiner}',  and  turns 
out  large  quantities  each  year,  realizing  there- 
from a  handsome  sura  of  money.  His  cider  press 
has  been  constructed  mainly  from  his  own  plans, 
and  is  quite  different  from  those  in  common  use. 
In  the  fall  of  1886  he  turned  out  from  this  3,500 
gallons,  which  commanded  a  ready  sale  in  his  own 
locality.  Besides  his  other  talents  Mr.  Pratt  is  a 
natural  mechanic,  closely'  superintending  the  erec- 
tion of  all  his  farm  buildings,  and  doing  much  of 
the  work  with  his  own  hands.  While  all  these  are 
models  of  convenience,  the  corn-crib,  from  its  pe- 
culiar arrangement,  attracts  the  especial  attention 
of  the  farmers  of  that  vicinity  on  account  of  its 
system  of  ventilation,  which  prevents  the  corn 
from  heating. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  who  has  proved  to  him 
such  a  valued  companion  and  helpmeet,  was  for- 
merly Miss  Caroline  Lambkin,  born  in  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  Sept.  24,  1838.  They  were 
married  Jan.  5.,  1869,  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Stanbridge,  Quebec.  Her  parents,  like  those  of 
A* 
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Mr.  Pratt,  were  natives  of  Vermont.  The  father 
still  lives  in  Quebec ;  the  mother  passed  from  earth 
in  1843.  The  result  of  this  union  was  the  birth  of 
four  bright  children,  namely,  Clarissa,  Flora, 
Charles  and  Howard.  The  children  are  being 
carefully  trained  and  educated,  Mr.  Pratt  deter- 
mining that  they  shall  not  labor  under  the  disad- 
vantages which  hai'assed  liim  in  his  younger  years. 
Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  since  that  time  has  been  a 
cordial  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 


Vt^  ETER  JASPERSON,  one  of  the  mostpeace- 
)  able  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  Rook's 
Creek  Township,  owns  a  snug  little  farm  of 
sixty-three  acres,  supplied  with  comfort- 
able buildings,  which  property  he  has  acquired  by 
his  own  industry.  His  early  years  were  spent  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  on  the  Island  of 
Bornholm,  Denmark,  where  his  birth  took  place 
May  29,  1837.  In  1859,  when  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  this  country,  and  worked  by  the 
month  for  farmers  in  Putnam  and  La  Salle  Coun- 
ties, this  State,  about  five  years.  During  this  time 
he  saved  what  he  could  of  his  earnings,  and  at 
length  was  enabled  to  purchase  forty  acres  of 
land  located  in  this  county.  After  some  little 
time  he  sold  out  and  purchased  eighty  acres  in 
Rook's  Creek  Township,  which  he  afterward  dis- 
posed of,  and  in  1883  purchased  his  present  home- 
stead. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Morris  Cofifod 
and  Christenia  (Jansen)  Jasperson,  also  natives  of 
the  Island  of  Bornholm,  where  the  father  was  born 
May  29,  1818.  Their  family  included  five  chil- 
dren, namely,  Hans  (or  John)  ;  Peter,  our  subject; 
Christian,  Jans  (or  James)  and  Larse.  Only  two 
of  these  came  to  the  United  States,  Peter  and  Chris- 
tian. The  latter,  during  the  late  war,  enlisted  in 
the  85th  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  taken  ill  and 
died  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Peter  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  his  native  tongue,  and 
after  becoming  a  naturalized  American  citizen, 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  carefully  avoided  politics,  however,  preferring 
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to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  his  own  concerns. 
He  is  ft  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist 
Chni'ch,  and  has  officiated  as  Deacon  six  years. 

The  marriage  of  Peter  Jaspersou  and  Miss  Jo- 
hanna S.  Hendrickson  toolv  place  Feb.  14,  1865,  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  La  Salle  Count}'.  The 
young  people  commenced  life  together  on  the  farm 
which  Mr.  J.  first  purchased,  nine  miles  east  of 
Pontiac.  They  remained  there  until  the  spring  of 
1869,  and  theirsubsequent  changes  we  have  already 
indicated.  The  household  circle  includes  three 
bright  children,  namely :  Hannah  L.,  born  Ma}'  5, 
1868;  Henrietta,  Aug.  30,  1869,  and  Henry,  Dec. 
15,  1870. 

Mi's.  Jasperson  was  the  fifth  in  a  .family  of 
seven  children  born  to  Marse  and  Signe  (Kellar) 
Hendrickson,  and  her  brothers  and  sisters  are  re- 
corded as  follows :  Charlotte  is  a  resident  of  La 
Salle  County,  this  State:  Henrietta  died  in  infancy; 
Christina  lives  in  La  Salle  County ;  Christian  fol- 
lowed the  sea,  and  was  drowned  when  about  fort}'- 
nine  }-ears  of  age ;  Henrietta  (2d)  is  deceased.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Jasperson  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
their  native  count}-,  and  died  some  years  ago.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Hans  Jasper- 
son by  name,  lived  to  be  an  old  man,  and  died  on 
his  native  island. 

^,ETER    JACOBSON,  a    prominent    farmer 

and   stock-raiser  of  Rook's  Creek  Town- 

~lj,       ship,  has  a  fine  farm  on  section  13,  where 

I  ^  he  is  largely  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  Livingston  County.  His 
early  childhood  was  spent  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  where  his  birth  took  place  in  Denmark, 
Feb.  22,  1836.  He  came  with  his  parents,  Jacob 
and  Cathrena  Jacobson,  to  this  country  in  1848, 
and  after  a  l)rief  stay  in  New  York  City,  pro- 
ceeded directly  wc>1\v;ird  to  Lm  S;illc  (.'luiiity,  this 
State. 

Early  in  life  fiur  .-iiliji-i-I  left  the  p;ii'ciit;ilr<i(if,  1k'- 
ing  cng.'iged  soon  ;iflci-  i-(>niiiii;-  tu  tiiis  Stntc  liy  a. 
fanner,  one;  William  ll;ir|icr,  south  of  I'eru,  with 
whom  ho  rcin.'iincd  twoycars,  rcccivingflO  j>ci'  moiitli 
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the  fii'st  year  and  $15  the  second.  He  continued  as  a 
lalioror  another  year,  and  then  rented  a  tract  of  land 
upon  whicli  he  farmed  two  years  for  himself.  The 
outbrcik  of  tlie  Rebellion  then  furnished  employ- 
ment for  in;iny  idle  li;ni(ls.  Our  subject,  however, 
was  by  no  iiK'inis  of  tliis  class,  but  he  laid  aside  his 
pers<m;il  inti'vosts  to  assist  in  tlie  preservation  of  the 
Union,  and  in  pi'ri)etui\ting  the  institutions  of  his 
adopted  conntry.  He  enlisted  in  tlie  104th  Illinois 
Infantiy.  and  niinclied  with  his  regiment  afterward 
tc)  Tennessee,  wlici'c  hi'  was  taken  prisoner  by  Mor- 
gan, .nnd  with  liis  conu'ades  was  marched  100  miles 
in  three  days  without  food.  They  were  then  re- 
leased on  parole,  when,  as  a  natural  consequence  of 
this  terrible  experience,  our  suliject  was"  taken  ill, 
and  for  three  months  was  an  inmate  of  the  hospital 
at  Cincinnati.  His  constitution  now  being  under- 
mined he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disaliility, 
and  returned  to  La  Salle  County.  A  few  months 
later  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Saunemin 
Township,  and  set  himself  industriously  aliout  its 
cultivation.  Not  long  afterward  he  was  iniited  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amiie  Catherina  Holman,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
La  Salle  County,  111.,  in  1863.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  Rook's  Creek  Townshiji,  where  he  has 
since  resided  and  built  n|)  one  of  the  finest  country 
homes  in  the  western  jiart  of  Livingston  County. 
He  has  labored  industriously  when  able,  and  has 
superintended  his  farm  operations  with  excellent 
judgment,  and  invested  his  (•a])ital  in  a  judicious 
manner.  In  eonniion  with  others  he  has  hail  much 
to  contend  with.  Upon  coming  to  this  county  after 
the  war  he  ])ossessed  a  cash  capital  of  $5.  He  has 
now  a  quai-ter  section  of  valuable  land,  underlaid 
with  30,000  feet  of  tile,  and  the  buildings  are  at 
once  elegant  and  sulistantial,  the  admiration  of  the 
country  around. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacolison  arc  as 
follows:  Etheline,  Mrs.  Cha|)nian.  is  a  resident  of 
Pontiai',  III.,  and  has  two  children:  Henry,  unm.ar- 
ried,  is  at  home  with  his  pai-ents,  as  are  also  Lewis, 
William,  Nannie.  Emeline,  Cora,  Annie,  Bertie  and 
Willie,  the  latter,  twins,  born  March  3,  1880.  Mr. 
Jacolisini  after  becoming  a  voter  esi)oused  the  cause 
of  tlu^  Repulilican  jiart}-.  lie  identified  himself 
with  the  Bajrtist   Cliinvh    in    wlileh  he  has  officiated 
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as  Trustee,  and  been  one  of  its  chief  pillars.  Mr. 
Jacubson  was  the  lifth  in  a  family  of  six  children 
born  to  his  parents.  Five  of  tliesc  are  still  living, 
including  our  suliject,  and  the  other  four  having 
their  home  in  Denmarli.  The  mother  died  when 
Peter  was  a  lad  fourteen  years  of  age.  Thi'  father 
lived  to  be  eighty  }"ears  old. 

-^ ^^ v-^ 


'frOHN  W.  A.  LILLY  has  been  a  resident  of 
I  the  village  of  Cornell  since  the  spring  of 
1875,  and  is  serving  his  second  term  as  Jus- 
(^/'  tice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  born  at  Fair- 
mont, W.  Va.,  May  25,  1834,  and  is  the  seventh 
son  of  John  W.  and  Irene  C.  (Patterson)  Lilly,  na- 
tives respectively  of  West  Virginia  and  Connecti- 
cut. In  1845,  John  W.  Lilly,  Sr.,  removed  with 
his  family  from  his  native  State  to  Sharon,  Beaver 
Co.,  Pa.,  where,  in  March  of  the  year  following,  he 
was  stricken  down  with  smallpox,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven  years.  Mrs.  Irene  C.  Lilly  was 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  Patterson,  of  Connecticut, 
and  by  her  union  with  the  father  of  our  subject  be- 
came the  mother  of  nine  children,  seven  sons  and 
two  daughters.  She  survived  her  husband  manj' 
years,  and  died  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety-four, 
in  Grafton,  W.  Va. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  mother  until  reach- 
ing manhood,  and  in  the  meantime  served  a  thor- 
ough apprenticeship  at  the  boot  and  shoe  business, 
which  he  followed  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
In  the  meantime  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Rebecca  A.  McVay,  of  Greene  County,  Pa., 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1859.  Upon  the  first  call 
for  75,000  troops,  Mr.  Lilly  was  among  those  who 
yielded  a  read}'  and  cheerful  response,  and  after 
serving  three  months,  re-enlisted  for  three  years,  or 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  company  was  a  part 
of  the  2d  West  Virginia  Infantrj^  which  afterward 
became  the  5th  Cavalry,  and  he  served  witu  it  un- 
til being  mustered  out  June  16,  1864.  He  con- 
tinued, however,  in  the  army,  being  thereafter  in  the 
recruiting  service,  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  prac- 
tically ended  the  conflict. 

LTpon  retiring  from  the  army,  Mr.  Lilly  rejoined 
his  family  in  West  Virginia,  where  he  engaged    in 


merchandising  until  February,  1872,  then  started 
for  the  West.  He  tarried  a  few  days  at  Cornell, 
this  county,  but  subsequently  took  up  his  abode  in 
Bllmwood,  returning,  however,  to  the  former  place 
in  1875,  of  which  he  has  since  remained  a  resident. 
Here  he  is  quite  a  prominent  citizen.  While  in 
West  Virginia  he  filled  the  ofHee  of  Alderman  in 
the  little  city  of  Cameron,  and  was  afterward  elec- 
ted Mayor. 

Mr.  Lilly  cast  his  drst  Presidential  vote  for  John 
C.  Fremont,  in  1856,  and  has  since  clung  with  un- 
abated fidelity  to  the  Republican  party.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  that  he  will  continue  to  share  its 
triumphs,  likewise  its  reverses,  as  he  is  a  gentleman 
of  decided  opinions,  and  it  will  be  a  remark.ible 
event  that  will  cause  him  to  forsake   his  early  love. 


-«^f*tf^- 


4pi5S\  AMUEL  ALGEO,  a  self-made  man,  is  to- 
^^^  day  a  prosperous  and  highly  respected 
liL^l*'  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  8,  Rook's 
Creek  Township.  He  came  to  Illinois 
with  his  parents,  poor  in  pocket  and  without  in- 
fluential friends,  but  by  the  exercise  of  his  native 
energy  and  resolution  he  has  secured  for  himself  a 
comfortable  home  and  a  competency,  and  has  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. Mr.  Algeo  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Martha 
(Hughes)  Algeo,  and  was  born  in  Maj^,  1836,  near 
Dooballa,  Donegal  County,  Ireland.  He  has  no 
recollection  of  his  paternal  grandparents,  but  can 
remember  his  maternal  grandfather,  who  lived  to 
be  an  old  man. 

Mr.  Algeo  is  tlie  youngest  of  eight  children,  as 
follows:  Eliza  married  Francis  McDeavitt  in 
Ireland,  and  moved  to  Illinois  in  April,  1886;  they 
have  seven  children.  John,  married,  and  living  in 
Marshall  County,  111.,  has  two  children;  William, 
born  in  Ireland,  married  in  the  United  States,  lived 
in  Livingston  County  over  thirty  years,  when  he 
moved  to  Iowa  in  1886  ;  he  has  six  children.  Alex- 
ander, born  in  Ireland,  came  to  Illinois  where  he 
married  and  has  ten  children ;  James,  married  in 
Ireland,  came  to  Illinois  thirty  j'ears  ago,  and  has 
eight  children  living;  Robert,  unmarried,  lives  in 
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Livingston  County ;  Joseph,  married  and  living  in 
Ireland  on  the  old  homestead  as  a  tenant  under 
Sir  Samuel  Haj'es,  has  sis  children,^ and  Samuel  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  married  to 
Miss  Fannie  Margaret  Algeo  ou  the  5th  of  June, 
1865,  and  on  the  16th  of  July  of  that  3'ear  they 
came  from  Ireland  to  the  United  States,  making  the 
voyage  on  the  steamer  Iowa,  which  required  two 
weeks,  and  landing  at  New  York,  where  they  staid 
about  three  weeks.  From  Kew  York  thej'  went  to 
Oswego,  where  they  remained  till  spring  with  an 
elder  brother,  when  they  came  to  Rook's  Creek 
Township,  Livingston  County-,  where  the}'  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  14,  and  have  since 
purchased  120  acres  on  section  8,  on  which  farm 
they  now  live.  The  parents  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Algeo  were  second  cousins.  There  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Algeo  six  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Alexander,  born  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1866;  Robert,  born  Dec.  3,  1868;Cassie, 
born  Nov.  4,  1870;  John  James,  born  Feb. 
27,  1872;  Fannie  May,  born  Nov.  1,  1875; 
Sarah  M.,  born  July  13,  1879.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Algeo  were  Alexander  and  Fannie  (Ralston) 
Algeo,  both  born  in  the  j'ear  1797  in  Ireland,  and 
married  on  the  1st  of  January,  1818.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  named  children : 
James,  born  in  November,  1818,  married,  and  died 
April  24, 1887,  leaving  tlu'ee  children  ;  John,  born  in 
1820,  is  unmarried;  William,  born  in  1822,  married, 
and  lives  on  the  homestead  in  Ireland;  Alexander, 
born  in  1824,  married,  and  has  two  children,  and 
lives  in  New  York;  Samuel,  born  in  1826,  married, 
and  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  Indianapolis; 
Robert,  born  in  1828,  died  and  left  four  children 
who  live  in  New  York;  Thomas,  born  in  1833, 
married,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  Pennsyl- 
vania; Fannie  Margaret  was  born  June  25,  1836; 
Catherine,  Mrs.  William  Raj-,  lives  in  Battle  Creek, 
Mich,  and  has  five  (-hildren. 

Mr.  Algeo  is  an  intelligent  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  has  very  decided  opinions 
upon  matters  both  religious  and  political,  while  he 
is  especially  well  informed  on  the  Home  Rule  and 
other  questions  which  are  agitating  England  and 
Ireland.     He  is  independent  in  politi<'s  and  is  very 


decided  in  his  opposition  to  the  question  of 
Woman  Suffrage.  Mrs.  Algeo  received  a  veiy 
fair  common-school  education  in  Ireland,  and  both 
she  and  her  husband  are  very  extensive  readers, 
keeping  thoroughly  posted  on  all  the  current  topics 
of  the  da}'. 


^  LIVER  JOLLY,  whose  forty-acre  stock  farm 
is  located  on  section  32,  Waldo  Township, 
was  born  Aug.  7,  1835,  near  Martinsburg, 
Knox  Co.,  Ohio.  He  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of 
eiglit  children,  whose  names  are,  Sarah  Jane,  Mrs. 
Hiram  Cawl,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Sarah, 
since  married;  John,  born  Aug.  27,  1830,  married, 
has  one  child,  and  lives  in  California;  Daniel,  born 
Feb.  28, 1832,  lives  in  Nebraska  Township;  Oliver, 
our  ^subject;  Mary  Ann,  born  Oct.  15,  1837,  mar- 
ried Elijah  Wade,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in 
Ohio;  Emma  Eliza,  born  in  1840,  married  Charles 
AYalker,  and  died  leaving  six  children;  Robert; 
born  Aug.  15,  1842,  is  married,  has  several  chil- 
dren, and  lives  in  Ohio;  Eliza  E.,  born  in  October, 
1845,  married  James  McMann,  has  six  children  and 
lives  in  Ohio.  Our  subject's  parents  were  natives 
of  Pennsj'lvania;  the  mother  departed  this  life 
March  18,  1886;  the  father  was  born  in  March, 
1809,  and  still  resides  in  Ohio.  Daniel,  a  brother 
of  our  subject,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  arm}-  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  where  he  served  for  three 
years.  His  brother  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
army. 

Mr.  Jolly  remained  with  his  parents  on  a  farm, 
and  as  opportunities  presented,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  began  to  do  for  himself.  When  about 
twenty-two  years  old.  he  came  to  Illinois  and  lo- 
cated at  Farm  Ridge,  where  he  worked  b}-  the 
month  for  several  years,  when  he  rented  ground 
and  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  and  in 
about  two  years,  in  1867,  he  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  forty  acres  in  Waldo  Township. 

On  the  2d  of  September,  1869,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  Yaryes, 
daughter  of  Paul  and  Melinda  Yaryes,  natives  of 
Pennsj'lvania.     To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jolly  have  been 
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born  two  children,  as  follows:  Estella,  on  the 
26th  of  August,  1872,  and  Matilda,  April  18, 1875. 
Mr.  Jolly  has  always  been  a  Democrat,  and  east  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  holding  mem- 
bership at  Gridley.  While  Mr.  Jolly's  farm  does 
not  comprise  so  many  acres  as  some  other  farms  in 
the  township,  it  is  equally  as  well  cultivated.  The 
improvements  about  the  place  are  good  and  ample, 
and  the  buildings  are  both  substantial  and  com- 
fortable. His  family  identify  themselves  with  all 
matters  which  are  calculated  to  benefit  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  live. 


^^  EORGE   H.  SHERM AI' 

[If  ^— ,  comuiunit}'  may  prospe 
^5^11    competent  as   leaders. 
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^p^ EORGE  H.SHERMAN.  In  order  that  a 
rosper,  there  must  be  men 
enterprising  as  citi- 
zens, and  industrious  as  workers.  While  the  lower 
strata  are  as  useful  in  their  place  as  the  upper,  just 
as  the  mortar  is  as  essential  as  the  bricks  in  rearing 
a  building,  still  there  must  be  master  minds  to  su- 
perintend and  bring  each  division  to  its  proper 
place.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  in  his  community 
has  acted  largely  as  a  leader,  h.as  been  judicious  in 
his  investments,  and  has  added  greatly  to  the  gen- 
eral prospei'ity  of  this  section.  Although  in 
younger  daj's  he  was  something  of  a  mechanic,  and 
possessed  naturall}'  considerable  skill  in  this  line, 
he  later  determined  to  enter  upon  the  more  con- 
genial pursuits  of  farm  life.  The  consequence  is 
that  he  has  now  one  of  the  finest  country  estates  in 
Union  Township,  where  of  late  3'ears  he  has  largely 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  has  been  uniformly 
prosperous. 

The  interesting  points  in  the  life  history  of  Mr. 
Sherman  are  substantially  as  follows:  He  is  the 
eighth  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children  born  to 
Samuel  and  Azubah  (Greene)  Sherman,  natives  re- 
spectively of  New  York  and  Vermont.  The 
youngest  of  the  family  died  in  infancy,  but  the  re- 
maining thirteen  lived   to  mature  years,  married. 


and  had  families  of  their  own,  before  a  death  oc- 
curred among  them.  Eight  of  these  are  now  liv- 
ing, making  their  homes  principally  in  Illinois. 
-The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Alpheus 
and  Rlioda  (Pratt)  Greene,  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont, in  which  State  they  spent  most  of  their  lives. 
Mr.  Greene  died  in  Illinois  in  1861.  Mrs.  Greene 
died  in  New  York  State. 

Samuel  Sherman  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  was 
fond  of  country  life,  and  purchased  a  farm  where 
he  passed  his  last  years.  Although  but  a  youth,  he 
served  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812,  and 
took  part  in  the  memorable  battle  of  Plattsburg. 
In  early  manhood  he  had  identified  himself  with 
the  Whig  party,  but  after  its  abandonment  cor- 
dially endorsed  Republican  principles,  and  later 
was  quite  active  in  public  affairs.  He  came  into 
the  West  in  about  1850,  locating  in  Knox  Count}', 
and  spent  his  last  years  at  Galesburg,  where  his 
death  took  place  in  1875.  The  mother,  whose 
name  is  held  in  the  most  affectionate  remembrance 
by  her  children,  survived  her  husband  until  1886, 
and  then  passed  to  her  final  rest.  Both  parents 
were  universally  esteemed  in  their  community,  as 
those  whose  places  when  they  passed  away  it  would 
be  most  difficult  to  fill. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  years  after  the  man- 
ner of  most  farmers'  boj's,  assisting  in  tlie  sowing 
and  reaping,  and  during  the  winter  season  gaining 
a  knowledge  of  the  common  English  branches  in 
the  district  school.  At  the  age  of  eighteen,  after 
the  famil}'  came  to  Illinois,  he  left  home  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  at  various  places  in  Knox  County, 
finally  renting  a  tract  of  land  and  carrj'ing  on  ag- 
riculture for  himself.  A  few  weeks  before  reach-" 
ing  his  twenty-third  year,  there  happened  one  of 
the  most  important  events  of  his  life,  namely,  his 
marriage,  which  occurred  Nov.  27,  1855.  His 
bride  was  Miss  Charlotte  M.  Sherwood,  who  was 
born  July  9,  1831,  in  Coeymans,  Albany  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  the  second  child  of  Stephen  and  Phebe 
(Ostrom)  Sherwood.  Her  parents  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  State,  and  of  Dutch  and  En- 
glish descent.  Their  family  included  six  children. 
They  came  to  Illinois  in  about  1853,  settling  first 
in  Knox  County,  and  afterward  became  inmates  of 
tlie  home  of  Mr.  .Sherman  for  a  period  of   fourteen 
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j-ears.  Subsequent!}-  the_v  removed  to  Chicago, 
where  they  both  passed  away  in  1884. 

Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Sherman  comtnenced  houselceeping 
on  a  farm  in  Knox  Xount}%  where  the}-  resided 
nine  j'ears.  Mr.  S.  had  in  the  meantime  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Clover  Township,  which  he  after- 
ward sold,  however,  and  in  the  spring  of  1866, 
started  out  to  hunt  for  a  permanent  location,  think- 
ing probably  he  would  go  be3'ond  the  Mississippi. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Livingston  County,  however, 
he  found  he  could  purchase  good  land  at  a  reason- 
able price,  and  consequently,  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  secured  a  section  in  Union  Town- 
ship. It  was  totall}'  uncultivated,  but  he  put  up  a 
small  house  and  began  the  improvement  of  his  pur- 
chase. He  was  prospered  in  his  operations,  and 
each  year  grew  more  attached  to  the  place,  so  that 
it  has  become  a  permanent  home,  and  has  been  his 
residence  now  for  the  last  twenty-two  years.  The 
change  which  has  been  effected  in  this  tract  of  land 
as  well  as  the  country  around  it,  is  ample  evidence 
that  master  hands  have  been  at  work.  Mr.  Sher- 
man has  bent  his  energies  to  the  building  up  of  a 
homestead  which  is  creditable  to  him  as  a  farmer 
and  a  citizen,  and  its  appearance  to-day  indicates 
how  well  he  has  succeeded.  The  soil  is  the  most 
productive  in  the  township,  and  the  farm  buildings 
are  of  the  best  description.  The  fields  each  year 
produce  the  finest  corn  and  wheat,  and  his  live- 
stock includes  the  best  specimens  of  thoroughbred 
Short-horn  cattle  and  Noiman  horses.  He  also 
raises  a  goodly  number  of  Poland-China  swine, 
and  the  income  from  these  sources  nets  him  a  hand- 
some sum  annually. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sher- 
man, but  three  survive:  Sarah,  the  eldest,  is  the 
wife  of  Adolph  Peterson,  agent  of  the  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad  Co.,  at  Adeline,  Ogle  County; 
Cora,  who  possesses  more  than  ordinary  ability  and 
is  fond  of  stud}',  is  attending  school  at  Greencastle, 
Ind.:  Mary  remains  at  home  with  her  parents. 
Mr.  Sherman  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  although  no  ofKce  seeker,  has  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  three  terms.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
active  workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  many  years,  and 
^  served  as  Steward  and  Trustee.     It   will  thus  be 


seen  that  he  has  had  little  time  for  idleness,  and 
looking  back  over  a  life  which  is  yet  in  its  prime, 
he  may  feel  satisfied  with  the  results  attained,  and 
hope  for  still  better  things  in  the  future. 


AVID  L.  MURDOCK,  attorney-at-law, 
)  Fairbur}',  111.,  is  among  the  prominent  cit- 
izens of  Livingston  County.  People  al- 
ways delight  to  honor  a  self-made  man, 
not  alone  for  his  success  in  life,  but  because  he  is 
generally  a  man  of  unselfish  disposition.  Lincoln, 
perhaps,  is  the  most  lofty  example  of  the  reverence 
of  the  people  for  those  who  have  been  the  archi- 
tects of  their  own  fortunes.  Nearly  every  com- 
munity affords  an  example  of  what  a  humble  in- 
dividual may  accomplish  by  properly  directed  en- 
ergy. In  the  subject  of  this  sketcli  an  instance  is 
furnished  where  a  man  began  without  a  dollar, 
and  while  yet  young  in  years  has  gained  a  compe- 
tency which  will  serve  him  through  life. 

Mr.  Murdock  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
on  the  19th  of  November,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of 
Ezekiel  P.  and  Rachel  (Taylor)  Murdock,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Tennessee  respectively.  His 
father  was  born  on  the  10th  of  March,  1809,  aud 
is  still  living  at  his  home  in  "Chicago.  The  mother 
was  born  on  the  29th  of  January,  1814,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Cross)  Taylor,  and  died  in 
August,  1885.  They  were  married  in  Indiana  on 
the  29th  of  June,  1835.  Mr.  Murdock  was  mar- 
ried, on  the  22d  of  November,  1860,  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Pillsbury,  a  sister  of  Judge  Pillsbury,  of  Pontiac. 
She  was  born  on  the  20th  of  September,  1839,  in 
the  town  of  Shapleigh,  York  Co.,  Me.,  and  came 
to  Illinois  in  1855.  Mr.  Murdock  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1854  and  located  in  Hennepin,  Putnam 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  school 
teaching.  In  1859  he  came  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  farmed  until  Aug.  9,  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  77th  Illinois  Infantry  and  became  a 
private  in  Company  H,  and  was  subsequently  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  The  service  of 
the  77th  Regiment  was  principally  in  the  13th 
Army   Corps   and    the    Army   of    the    Tennessee. 
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Among  the  most  prominent  engagements  he  par- 
ticipated in  were  the  siege  of  Viclisburg  and  the 
lialtles  preceding  the  investment  of  the  city,  the 
siege  of  Mobile  and  the  capture  of  vSpanish  Fort, 
and  the  siege  and  capture  of  Jaclfson,  Bliss.  He 
served  full  three  years,  and  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service  on  the  10th  of  July,  1865,  at  Mol)ile, 
Ala.  After  his  return  home  he  went  to  Pontiac 
and  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  Mr.  Pills- 
bury,  in  which  he  continued  until  1869,  when  he 
began  to  read  law  under  the  instructions  of  Judge 
Pillsbury,  of  that  place,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1870.  At  that  time  he  took  up  pernjanent 
residence  in  Fairbur^',  and  has  since  assiduously 
devoted  his  time  to  the  practice  of  law  and  the 
prosecution  of  the  insurance  and  real-estate  busi- 
ness, in  all  of  which  he  has  been  successful,  and 
now  owns  300  acres  of  good  farm  land,  several 
pieces  of  town  property,  and  his  beautiful  resi- 
dence, which  cost  $5,000. 

In  1876  Mr.  Murdock  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  State's  Attorney,  in  which  position  he  served 
four  years  with  much  credit  to  himself  and  honor 
to  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  for  two  years.  The  children  who 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murdock  are:  Ste- 
phen D.,  who  married  Miss  EmmaSiience;  Clarence 
J.  and  Charles  B.,  twins,  the  latter  dying  in  in- 
fancy;  Rachel  I.  and  Nellie  E.  Mr.  Murdock  is  a 
member  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  Grand 
Patriarch  in  the  State  organization ;  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  was  the  first  Com- 
mander of  Post  No.  75,  at  Fairbury.  He  is  one  of  the 
stanch  and  reliable  Republicans  of  Livingston 
County,  and  has  frequently  served  as  a  delegate  to 
State  conventions.  He  can  always  be  depended 
upon  for  active  and  energetic  work  in  behalf  of  his 
party. 

-^-5-^ o.s$-(((iili>-5®.o j!— 5<— 

^  L.    FRISBIE,    of  Pontine,    is  the   Division 

l"'  Superintendent  of  the  Illinois   Central  Rail- 
road.    He  is  a  native  of  Branford,    Conn., 
where  he  was  born  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Hervey  and  Betsy   (Shel- 
don) Frisbie,  who  were  also  natives  of  Branford. 
His  father  was  in  early  days  a  sailor,  anil  later  in 


life  a  shiji-builder.  He  became  a  citizen  of  Illinois 
in  1857,  and  settled  in  Onarga,  Iroquois  Comity, 
where  he  engaged  in  conti-acting  jind  building,  and 
in  which  i)laee  he  yet  retains  his  residence.  The 
grandfather  was  Noah  Frisbie,  also  n  native  of  Con- 
necticut, who  was  a  fisherman,  and  was  drowned  in 
1835.     The  Frisl)ies  were  of  English  descent. 

The  parents  of  Betsy  Sheldon  wcic  Jcre  .-nid  Katy 
(Lami)here)  Sheldon,  nativt's  of  Conneelicut.  The 
father  was  of  English  descent,  and  engaged  diu'ing 
his  life  in  farming.  The  grandi)arents  lived  and 
died  in  the  State  of  C'<»nnecticiit.  The  fntlier  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  family  of  live  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  II.  L.,  oui'  sub- 
ject; Carrie,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Bates,  of  Gardner,  Me.; 
Sara,  Mrs.  John  Frith,  wife  of  the  Circuit  Court 
Clerk,  of  Iroquois  Connty,  111.  The  father  is  a  very 
ardent  Republican.  His  son  John  R.  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  25th  Illinois  Infantry,  a  memljer  of 
Company  P",  hi  1861,  and  at  Missionary  Ridge  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound  from  which  he  died  one  j^ear 
later  at  his  home. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Frisliie  attended  the  seliool>  of  Bran- 
ford, New  Haven  Co..  Conn.,  until  be  was  twelve 
years  of  age,  when  from  that  time  until  be  was 
twenty-one  he  was  engaged  with  his  father  in  shij)- 
building.  He  then  followed  the  sea  for  two  years, 
and  in  1858  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Iroquois 
County,  where  he  engaged  with  his  father  in  contract- 
ing and  building  until  January,  1860.  He  engaged 
for  two  years  as  a  brakeman  cm  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  when  he  enli.sted  in  Company  D,  113th  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  remained  in  the  ser^■ice  about 
three  years.  He  was  appointed  Second  ]>ieutenant, 
and  was,  for  the  most  of  that  time,  on  detached 
duty,  ai»  Adjutant  Quartermaster,  and  Acting  Assist- 
ant Adjutant  (ieneral,  and  [jarticipated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Chickasaw  Bluff,  Arkansas  Post,  ^'ickslulrg, 
and  numerous  skirmishes.  After  the  war  he  re- 
turned to  Onarga,  Iroquois  County,  and  engaged  in 
business,  dealing  in  lumber  and  coal,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  five  years,  when  in  1870  he  resumed 
breakuig  on  the  Illinois  Central,  following  that  oc- 
cupation one  year.  In  1878  he  again  engaged  as 
freight  and  passenger  conductor.  He  afterward 
went  to  Kankakee,  and  had  charge  of  the  trans- 
portiition  coiuiected  with  the  buihling  of  the  Middle 
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Division,  or  the  Kankakee  &  SoutliTresteru  Branch 
of  the  Illinois  Central.  I'pon  the  eonipletion  of 
the  road,  he  took  eharge  of  the  traltie  and  ran  a 
train,  which  he  exchanged  in  April.  1880,  fcir  a  i)a>- 
senger  train,  and  held  the  positit)n  for  tme  year. 
He  then  went  to  Clinton.  111.,  where  he  was  Train- 
nia?ter  nntil  the  22d  of  June.  1881.  when  he  ac- 
cei)ted  the  position  of  Division  Snperiutendent. 
which  positicni  he  holds  at  the  time  this  sketch  is 
Avrilten. 

Mr.  Fri:-liic  was  married  in  18Go  to  Miss  Sarah 
F.  riart.  daughter  of  Nelson  Hart,  of  AVest  Cornell, 
Conn.,  and  three  chil<lren  were  born  to  them:  Ida- 
leue  M..  Bessie  C.  and  Amelia  T.  Mrs.  Frisbit' 
died  in  1870.  In  1871  he  married  for  his  second 
wife  Miss  Charlotte  M.  Hart,  the  sister  of  his  first 
wife.  They  ha^■e  had  three  children :  Charlotte  F.. 
Came  L..  and  L_^^lde  H.,  born  in  1876  and  died  in 
1877.  Mr.  Frisbie  is  much  interested  in  literature, 
and  during  his  life  has  written  a  great  deal,  includ- 
ing many  Christmas  and  war  songs.  Among  these 
are  "Oh.  Bury  the  Brave  Where  They  Fall."  which  is 
aiipro|)riately  sung  on  Decoration  Day ;  "The  Songs 
AVe  Sang  on  the  Old  Camp  (i round."  "Out  AVest," 
and  many  others.  He  has  l)een  a  contributor  to  the 
Haihcai/  Gazette  and  the  Railroader.  He  occupies 
an  elegant  residence  on  Main  street,  and  has  sur- 
rounded himself  and  family  with  all  the  comforts  of 
life.  He  and  his  family  are  attendants  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  |occupies  a  prominent  po>i- 
ti<m  among  the  citizens  of  Livingston  County,  and 
is  considered  liy  railroad  iiu-ii  ;i,-- one  of  tiic  most 
eflicient  .Superintendent-  in  the  \\  i-t.  He  li.is  by 
his  own  efforts  and  attention  to  businc>>  succeeded 
in  attaininga  i)osition  in  railroad  atfairs  which  is  the 
envv  of  all  liis  associates. 


■YfOHN  I'OWELL.  of  I'ontiac  Township,  and 
wjio  is  now  |)a>sing  down  the  >Mii-et  hill  of 
earthly  existeu<-c.  li:i>   had  little  to  complain 

. .       of  in  the  di>triliiilioii   of  tlii-   world's  goods, 

as  he  lias  been  (jiiite  >ucces>ful  in  life  ami  i>  now  in 
the  enjoyment  of  its  creature  conifort>.  Tlic  pinp- 
ei1y  wliieli  !i(r  \m>  accuirniljited  is  the  rc-nlt  of  his 
own    industry  ami    intelligent    efforts   put   foiih   in 


earlier  years.  He  has  battled  bravely  with  what- 
ever hardships  he  has  had  to  contend,  and  has  built 
uji  foi-  himself  a  good  record  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

Mr.  Pt)well  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  21,  1814,  and  is  the  son  of  Philij)  and  Isabelle 
Powell,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  Powells  are  of 
English  descent,  bnt  the  mother  of  our  .subject  was 
of  French-Irish  ancestry.  Her  parents  emigivited 
from  Virginia  to  Kentucky,  settling  at  Bo(me's  Sta- 
ti(  m  in  the  [lioneer  days  while  the  Indians  were  still 
troulilesome  and  aggressive.  Andrew  Kelso,  a  ma- 
ternal uncle  of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  brave 
characters  of  those  days,  and  distinguished  himself 
1  ly  shooting  down  many  a  treacherous  .savage  in  am- 
linsh  and  dm-ing  the  skimiishes  which  continued  to 
jnevail  between  the  settlers  and  their  natural  enemies. 
He  was  a  cotemporary  of  Daniel  Boone  and  possessed 
nnich  of  the  bravery  which  distinguished  that 
famous  old  Kentuckian.  About  1808,  the  parents 
of  our  snl)ject  removed  to  Fayette  County,  Ohio, 
and  were  also  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that 
region.  Thej'  remained  in  the  Buckeye  State  until 
1 835,  then  made  one  more  removal,  to  Eandolph 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  sjjent  the  remainder  of 
their  days,  the  mother  dying  five  years  later,  in 
1840,  and  the  father  in  1859.  Of  their  children, 
eleven  in  niunber,  only  two  sur%  i^e.  These  are 
John,  our  subject,  and  Harper,  of  McLean  County. 

John  Powell  was  reared  principally  to  farm  life 
and  |)ursued  his  early  studies  in  the  pioneer  log 
cabin  of  sixty  years  ago.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage, on  the  25th  of  December,  1848,  with  Miss 
Mary  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Montgomeiy  County, 
Ohio,  April  25,  1814,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Christian  and  Susaimah  Miller,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  of  German  descent.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  seven  children,  six  now  living  andh)cated 
as  follows:  P'ranldin  A.  is  a  resident  of  Thayer 
County,  Neb. ;  Newman  J.,  of  Pontiac ;  Jt>hn  K.,  of 
Oregon;  Sarah  J.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  B.  Turman,  of 
Colorado,  an  engineer  on  the  Kansas  Pacific  Rail- 
roail :  Laurcnc  is  Mrs.  J.  D.  Honeywell,  of  M<mroe 
County.  \\'i>..  and  Susamiah  L.,  the  wife  of  Uriah 
Springer,  of  Pontiac  Township,  this  connt3\  Mr. 
Powell  l)ecame  a  resident  of  Livingstim  County  in 
1851,  loc'iting  tirst  two  .and  one-half  miles  northea.st 
of  Cheno.'i.  In  the  spring  of  1855  he  removed  to 
■» 
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Pontiac  Village,  where  he  resided  eight  yeai's,  and 
then  took  iiossession  of  the  farm  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies on  section  24.  This  comprises  eighty  acres 
of  valuable  hind,  and  he  also  owns  a  half  interest  in 
a  brickyard  located  tlieivon.  The  residence  and 
adjacent  buildings  are  models  of  convenience  and 
comfort,  and  the  resort  of  the  many  friends  whom 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell  have  gathered  about  them  dur- 
ing a  residence  here  of  more  than  thirty  ^'ears. 

Mr.  Powell,  i)oliticaU_y,  is  a  stanch  Prohibitionist, 
and  with  his  estimable  lady,  a  member  in  good 
standing  (_>f  the  Christian  Church.  He  has  served 
several  j'eare  as  School  Director  in  his  district  and 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of 
Pontiac.  In  early  manhood,  while  a  resident  of 
Ohio,  he  served  as  Mayor  of  Ilollansburg,  Darke 
County,  and  has  always  kept  himself  well  posted 
ujion  current  events. 

W)ILLIAM  ASKEAV,  who  is  a  prijminent  far- 
mer living  on  section  34,  Owego  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Northamptonshire,  one  of  the 
ceuti-al  counties  of  Euglaud,  which  is  largelj'  de- 
voted to  agi'iculture  and  the  proiiagation  of  heavy 
black  horses,  Short-horn  cattle  and  sheep.  He  was 
born  on  the  28th  of  October,  1828,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Charlotte  Askew,  wht>  were  natives  of 
England.  '  Eleven  children  were  bi  )rn  to  his  parents : 
Famiie,  wife  of  Thomas  Sonthworth,  of  Nol)le 
County,  Ind. ;  Thomas,  of  Oregon ;  -Jc>hn,  of  England ; 
WiUiam;  Samuel,  deceased;  Keturah,  widow  of 
Thomas  Knight,  of  England ;  Ann,  of  England ;  Jona- 
than, of  Livingston  County;  Robert,  of  Noble 
County,  Ind. ;  Ezra,  of  Livingston  County ;  Charliitto, 
wife  of  Mr.  Wilson,  in  England. 

Mr.  Askew  remained  in  England  until  he  reached 
manhood,  where  he  received  a  fair  education.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  1856,  taking  passage  at 
Liverpool  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  an  ocean 
voj'age  of  thu-ty  days  landed  at  New  York  Citj-, 
from  whence  he  went  direct  to  Noble  County,  Ind., 
where  he  resided  for  about  eleven  j'ears.  During 
the  first  eight  months  of  his  residence  in  Indiana  he 
engaged  as  a  farm  hand  at  $12  per  month,  and  sub- 
sequently for  two  years,  accepted  employment  for 


$136  per  year,  at  the'[end  of  which  time  he  began 
farming  for  himself  in  Iudiau:i.  in  which  he  engaged 
until  the  spring  of  1867.  when  he  (■.■unc  to  Illinois, 
whore  he  remained  in  McLean  County  until  ISCH, 
in  which  year  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  and 
resided  in  Kook's  Creek  Township  until  the  .spring 
of  1886.  Ill  that  year  he  settle.l  on  hi>  present 
farm. 

On  the  4th  of  Februjuy,  1864.  while  residing  in 
Indiana.  Mr.  Askew  was  nian-ied  to  Miss  Lucy 
Perks,  who  was  born  in  England  in  June,  1829. 
She  is  a  d;uighter  of  George  and  Maria  I'erks,  and 
in  1861  emigrated  to  America  witii  a  paity  of 
friends  and  landed  at  Portland,  Me..  tVom  wliicli 
place  she  went  directly  to  Canada,  and  there  re- 
mained two  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Askew  have 
been  born  three  children:  Emma  E.,  the  wife  of 
John  M.  Miller,  of  (Jwego  Township;  William  P. 
and  Leason  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Askew  both  hold  act- 
ive relations  with  the  Methodist  Ejiiscopal  Church, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  Steward  and  Trustee.  By 
assiduou.sly  attending  to  business,  good  management 
and  close  economy,  Mr.  Askew  has  become  the 
owner  of  an  excellent  farm  of  120  acres,  which 
each  succeeding  year  he  makes  better  than  it  was 
the  year  before.  So  far  as  public  position  is  con- 
cerned he  ha.s  served  as  Justice  (jf  the  IVace  eight 
years  in  Rook's  Creek  Town.ship,  two  terms  in  the 
same  township  as  School  Trustee,  and  also  as  School 
Director  for  many  years.  He  is  a  pnblic-siiirited 
man  and  encoin'ages  all  enterprises  having  for  their 
object  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  lives.  Among  his  ni'ighbors 
his  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond.  In 
business  matters  he  adheres  strictly  to  the  Golden 
Rule. 


EL.  STRATTON  is  the  possessor  of  one-half 
of  a  section  in  Long  Point  Township,  lo- 
cated on  sections  5  and  8,  which,  from  little 
better  than  its  primitive  condition,  he  has  trans- 
formed into  a  valuable  and  well-regulated  home- 
stead. The  fine  residence  is  pleasantly  located  and 
surrounded  with  handsome  grounds,  while  the  barn 
and  other  out-buildings,  neat  and  substantial  struct- 
ures, are  highly  creditable  to  the  taste  and  industry 
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of  the  proprietor.  Mauy  of  the  fields  are  laid  off 
with  beautiful  hedge,  which  assists  greatly  in  em- 
bellishing the  landscape  of  that  section,  and  re- 
ceives due  admiration  from  the  passing  traveler. 
The  owner  of  this  property  is  at  once  recognized 
as  a  man  of  good  education,  agreeable  and  well- 
bred,  and  eminently  fitted  to  move  among  the  in- 
telligent anil  enterprising  people  who  have  given  to 
Central  Illinois  its  enviable  reputation. 

Mr.  Stratton  was  born  near  the  northern  bound- 
arj-  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Tioga  County,  Jan.  12, 
1826,  and  is  the  son  of  Se3-mourand  Susan  (Lowns- 
berry)  Stratton,  the  former  a  native  of  Connecticut 
and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Seymour  Stratton 
was  born  in  1794,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  home 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1873,  after  having  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1803,  and  passed  away  several  years 
previous  to  the  death  of  her  husband,  in  1865. 
Their  eleven  children  were  named  respectively, 
Lydia.  Lafaj-ette,  E.  L.,  Harriet,  Dithton,  Martin, 
Julia,  Ruth,  Josephine,  Amelia  and  William.  Six 
are  living,  and  located  in  Penns3ivania,  Iowa,  Illi- 
'lois  and  California. 

Our  subject  first  pur>ueil  hi?  stuilie>  in  the  ccim- 
mon  schools  of  Tioga  County,  Pa.,  and  subsequently 
attended  the  academy  at  Wellsboro  nine  months. 
He  was  afterward  for  several  years  employed  in  con- 
nection with  a  sawmill,  and  gained  a  good  insight 
into  the  lumber  busuiess.  In  May,  1849,  after  pass- 
ing his  twenty-third  birthday,  he  migrated  westward 
into  La  Salle  Countj',  this  .State,  and  later  came  to 
Livingston  County,  where  he  began  setting  about 
the  establishment  of  a  future  home.  One  of  the 
first  important  steps  in  connection  with  this  was  his 
marriage  witii  Miss  Sarah  A.  Jliller,  which  took 
place  Jan.  17,  18.56.  Mrs.  S.  was  born  in  Bradford, 
Pa.,  Aug.  1,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
Wesley  and  Eliza  (Kingsley)  Miller,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  when  a  young  woman  at  her  home  in 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  subsequently  married 
Miss  Jane  Clark,  of  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  and  they 
became  residents  of  Jllinoi.-,  where  he  died  about 
1865. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stratton  became  I  lie  parents  of  the 
i-liildrenwho.se  record  is  as  follows:  Lauretta  was 
Ijorn  Oct.  7,   1858,  and  died  Oct.  5,  1860;  Ilattie 
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was  born  April  1,  1862,  and  remains  at  home  with 
her  parents;  John,  born  April  29,  1864,  died  Nov. 
15,  1877;  Burt,  born  May  31,  1868,  with  the 
younger  children  remains  at  home  with  his  parents; 
Carl  was  born  June  10,  1872,  and  Ray  June  24, 
1874.  Mr.  Stratton  in  politics  votes  independently, 
and  is  a  Senior  Warden  in  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
belonging  to  Chapter  No.  112,  and  Lodge  No.  552, 
at  Rutland,  while  also  being  connected  with  the  fra- 
ternity at  Long  Point. 


(^^AMUEL  SIMPSON,  one  of  the  old  war 
^^^  veterans,  and  now  engaged  in  Nebraska 
\M_M  Township,  on  section  2,  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  is  a  native  of  Muskingum 
Couutj^  Ohio,  where  his  birth  took  place  March 
29,  1824.  His  parents  were  Philip  Alex  and  Polly 
(Imner)  Simpson,  natives  of  Virginia,  whence  they 
removed  to  Ohio  during  their  youth,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  the  Buckeye  State.  Philip  Simpson  was  a 
farmer  b}'  occupation,  and  continued  tilling  the 
soil  ill  Muskingum  Countj',  Ohio,  until  called  from 
his  earthlj'  labors  about  1863. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  passed  to  her  long 
home  while  the  latter  was  a  mere  child  and  the 
father  was  married  a  second  time.  Samuel  con- 
tinued in  his  native  State  until  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age;  then  came  to  Illinois  with  his  brother, 
and  locating  in  Tazewell  Couuty,  was  there  em- 
ploj'ed  as  a  farm  laborer  three  years.  He  then 
changed  his  residence  to  McLean  County,  where 
he  worked  seven  years  and  until  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  late  war.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
the  88th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Missionary  Ridge,  Chickamauga,  Dalton 
and  Resaca.  In  the  last  named  engagement  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  side  by  a  piece  of  shell.  He 
was  rendered  insensible  for  a  time,  but  after  re- 
gaining consciousness,  got  upon  his  feet  and  with 
difhculty  made  his  way  to  the  hospital.  He  re- 
mained there  about  two  months  and  although  only 
partially  recovered,  rejoined  his  regiment  in  time 
to  participate  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Nash- 
ville, and  several  other  important  engagements.    He 
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fortunately  escaped  further  injury,  and  continued 
with  the  army  until  after  the  surrender  of  Lee  at 
Appomattox.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge 
in  May,  1865,  and  returning  to  his  old  haunts  in 
McLean  County,  entered  the  employ  of  the  same 
man  for  whom  he  had  worked  the  seven  years  be- 
fore. Here  he  remained  two  years,  when  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  home. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  1867,  Mr.  Simpson  took 
one  of  the  most  important  steps  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  home  of  his  own,  this  being  his  mar- 
riage with  the  lady  of  his  choice,  Miss  Almedia, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Lydia  (Reese)  Butler.  Not 
long  afterward  he  purchased  the  forty  acres  of  land 
which  he  has  now  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  upon  which  stands  a  neat  farm  dwelling,  a 
good  barn,  and  the  various  other  buildings  required 
for  the  successful  prosecution  of  his  labors.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Simpson  have  one  child  only,  a  son,  George 
Weslejr,  who  was  born  Dec.  25,  1871.  Mr.  S.  as 
part  compensation  for  the  injuries  received  in  the 
army  receives  monthly  a  small  pension. 
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V^^ATHAN  TALBOT,  a  highly  respected  far- 
I  jj  mer  of  Rook's  Creek  Township,  is  a  fine 
H\J^  illustration  of  the  self-made  man.  He  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  very  eai'ly  in  life, 
and  has  attained  to  his  present  position  sociallj^ 
and  financially  solely  through  his  own  industrj'  and 
good  judgment.  He  is  the  proprietor  of  a  com- 
fortable homestead  on  section  5,  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  this  county  since  a  boy  nine  years  of 
age,  receiving  a  fair  education  at  the  common 
school,  and  is  quite  an  extensive  reader,  keeping 
himself  well  posted  upon  current  events. 

Mr.  Talbot  was  born  in  Woodford  County,  111., 
April  15,  1858.  After  coming  to  this  county  with 
the  family  of  his  father,  the  latter  was  removed  by 
death  in  1871,  and  thereafter  Nathan,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, took  his  place  in  supporting  his  mother  and 
the  younger  children.  The  family  included  nine 
children,  and  our  subject  worked  by  the  month  for 
a  period  of  ten  years,  discharging  his  filial  duties 
in  a  manner  reflecting  great  credit  upon  himself  as 
f  a  son   and  brother.     In  due  time   his  labors  were 
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rewarded,  and  he  found  himself  gaining  a  foothold, 
and  is  now  carrying  on  fanning  with  his  two 
younger  brothfers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  of  English  birth 
and  parentage,  and  emigrated  to  America  with  iiis 
parents  when  a  child  four  years  of  age.  They 
lived  for  a  number  of  3'ears  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
then  emigrated  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Woodford 
County,  as  we  have  stated.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  came  to  Illinois  with  her  par- 
ents when  a  child  eight  years  of  age.  They  located 
in  Marshall  County,  where  she  became  acquainted 
with  Nathan  Talbot,  and  they  were  married  in 
1849.  They  resided  in  Marshall  County  nine  years 
and  then  removed  ti>  Wf)odford  County,  where 
they  located  at  Scattering  Point.  The  father  died 
in  Woodford  County. 
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Tf/EREMIAH  TRAVIS.  The  ranks  of  the 
men  who  settled  in  Illinois  in  the  thirties 
are  becoming  perceptibly  thinned,  and  like 
I^J/  the  Old  Guard  of  Napoleon  it  will  not  be 
many  years  before  they  will  have  passed  to  the 
unknown  beyond.  They  will  be  gone  but  not  for- 
gotten, for  the  deeds  they  have  done  in  the  body 
will  live  after  them,  and  perpetuate  their  memories 
without  the  necessity  of  "storied  urn  or  .animated 
bust."  In  the  sisterhood  of  States,  Illinois  stands 
peerless,  and  her  position  could  not  have  been  at- 
tained had  not  willing  hands  and  stout  hearts  per- 
formed their  duties  when  she  was  in  her  infancy, 
No  grander  duty  can  be  performed  by  the  histor- 
ian and  biographer  than  to  put  into  imperish.able 
print  the  deeds  of  the  pioneers  who  have  devoted 
their  lives  to  the  development  and  upbuilding  of 
these  grand  Western  States.  No  matter  how  hum- 
ble the  factor  in  these  accomplishments  may  be  he 
is  entitled  to  a  niche,  and  it  is  with  such  feelings 
that  we  record  the  events  in  the  life  of  a  pioneer, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  of  section  5,  Belle  Prairie  Town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Travis  was  born  in  Middle  Tennessee  on  the 
•24th  of  August,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of  Jeremiah 
and  Margaret  (Peak)  Travis,  who  were  both  na- 
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tives  of  Old  Virginia,  aud  have  loug  since  passed 
to  their  reward.  Mr.  Travis  came  to  Illinois  in 
the  year  1834,  with  his  parents,  who  located  in 
Belle  Prairie  Township.  He  is  the  owner  of  245 
acres  of  No.  1  land,  which  he  entered,  securing  his 
tillc  direct  from  the  Government.  In  his  farm- 
ing operations  he  has  displaj-ed  great  enterprise 
and  has  erected  a  splendid  residence  and  commo- 
dious barns  and  out-buildings.  For  very  many 
j-ears  he  has  made  a  specialt}'  of  fine  cattle,  horses 
and  hogs.  In  1882  he  established  a  drain  tile  fac- 
tory, which  has  been  operated  with  much  success, 
there  being  a  great  demand  for  the  tile  of  his 
manufacture. 

In  1847  Mr.  Travis  was  married  to  Miss  Eunice 
Moore,  wiio  was  born  in  1826.  They  have  had  ten 
children:  Mary  M.  died  at  the  age  of  four  years; 
Jonathan  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ;  Mar3'  M., 
the  second  child  of  that  name,  is  married  to  Mark 
Widowfield  ;  Nicholas  married  Miss  Eliza  Deford  ; 
Joan,  deceased,  was  married  to  Robert  Widowfield; 
Melinda,  deceased,  was  married  to  John  Master- 
son;  Lemuel  L.  married  Miss  Emma  Hanks; 
Richard  lives  at  home,  and  two  children  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Travis  are  members  .of 
the  Christian  Church,  she  having  united  with  that 
body  twelve  years  ago.  Mr.  Travis  is  a  believer 
in  the  Greenback  doctrine,  and  on  the  subject  of 
finance  is  diametrically  opposed  to  the  doctrines 
taught  by  the  two  old  parties. 

Jlr.  Travis'  early  career  in  Illinois  was  begun 
under  manj'  difficulties.  In  1847  he  drove  hogs  to 
Chicago,  requiring  eighteen  days  to  make  the  trip, 
most  of  the  distance  being  in  slush  and  mud  up  to 
the  top  of  his  boots.  On  these  trips  he  frequently 
had  to  cut  brush  and  lay  it  down  for  a  foundation 
for  a  bed  to  keep  him  out  of  the  water  and  mud. 
On  this  pile  he  would  place  his  blankets,  and  despite 
rain  and  storm,  slept  soundly.  On  reaching  his 
destination  the  hogs  were  slaughtered,  and  after 
hanging  for  twenty-four  hours  they  were  weighed 
and  he  was  paid  tiie  sum  of  iSl.50  per  hundred- 
weight. In  early  times  lie  also  engaged  in  driving 
cattle  and  hauling  wheat  and  oats  to  the  Chicago 
markets,  and  the  prices  received  for  these  products 
were  in  about  the  same  proportion  as  that  obtained 
for  his  hog.s.  Mr.  'I'ravis  lias  lived  to  .see  a  complete 


transformation  of  the  condition  of  things.  The 
distance  which  required  eighteen  days  to  traverse 
then  with  a  drove  of  hogs  can  be  made  now  in 
four  or  five  hours  by  rail,  and  the  city  which  fur- 
nished so  scant  a  market  in  1847  now  virtually 
controls  the  markets  of  the  world. 


UGUST  ^FREUDE,  who  owns  a  IGO-acre 
'[[%  farm  on  section  20,  Pontiac  Township,  is 
a  native  of  Prussia,  Germany,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  April,  1854.  He  is 
the  son  of  George  and  Mary  M.  Freudc,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany,  but  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  year  1859,  taking  passage  on  the 
steamer  at  Hamburg,  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of 
two  weeks  landed  in  New  York  City.  Hearing  of 
the  great  advantages  possessed  by  Livingston 
Count}'  they  bade  good-bye  to  New  York  and  came 
direct  to  and  settled  in  Pontiac  Township,  where 
the  family  has  since  resided.  The  parents  had  two 
children,  August,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
Otto.  The  father  died  on  the  23d  of  September, 
1881.  He  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  as  was  also  the  mother,  and  during  his 
life  gave  that  church  and  its  ministry  a  hearty  sup- 
port. The  mother  still  survives,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  church  affairs.  She  resides  on  the  home 
farm  with  her  sou.  The  father  was  a  man  who  was 
much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  lived  an 
honorable  and  upright  life,  conscientious  in  all  his 
transactions. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  liberal  edu- 
cation in  his  native  language,  and  since  coming  to 
this  country  and  learning  to  speak  English  fluently 
has  been  a  constant  reader  of  publications  in  the 
English  language.  He  was  married,  on  the  14th  of 
February,  1880,  to  Augusta  Oelke,  also  born  in 
Germany,  and  the  daugliter  of  Julius  and  Minnie 
Oelke.  Her  father  is  a  resident  of  Nebraska  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freude 
one  child  lias  been  born,  a  bright  little  girl  named 
Emma,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  31st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1881. 

In  connection  with  farming  Mr.  Freude  also  eu- 
uaffes   in  threshing  grain  for  the  neighboring  far- 
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mers.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  although  not 
excessively  active  in  political  matters.  He  and 
his  family  are  much  attached  to  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  Freude's  fine  farm  is  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  under  his  intelligent  manipula- 
tion, produces  excellent  crops.  Both  in  his  farm- 
ing operations  and  the  business  of  grain  threshing 
he  is  meeting  with  the  success  he  so  much  deserves. 


I 


^  OHN  E.  PORTER.  There  is  a  class  of  men 
and  women  who  sustain  a  peculiar  as  well  as 
important  relation  to  society,  and  have  much 
to  do  in  molding  the  destiny  of  future  gen- 
erations. These  are  the  men  and  women  who  teach 
in  the  schools  of  the  citj'  and  countrj^  They  follow 
a  profession  peculiar  in  its  requirements.  To  become 
a  successful  teacher,  it  is  not  onlj'  essential  to  have 
a  good  education,  but  a  teacher  should  be  charac- 
terized by  a  fine  sense  of  distiuetion  between  right 
and  ^n-ong,  a  good  judgment  of  human  nature,  and 
a  large  amount  of  tact  and  an  evenly  balanced  tem- 
perament. The  suljject  of  this  sketch,  although  now 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  has  devoted  a  large 
shai-e  of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  school-room, 
and  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  \\Titer  that 
in  the  capacity  of  a  teacher  he  has  displayed  all  the 
vital  requirements  of  a  successful  and  popular  in- 
sti-uctor,  gaming  the  highest  esteem  of  both  pupils 
and  parents. 

Mr.  Porter  is  now  a  representative  farmer  of 
Avoca  Township,  and  resides  on  section  6.  He  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  was  bom  on  the  3d  of  July, 
1834.  He  is  the  son  of  David  and  Elizabeth 
Porter,  and  was  practically  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  where,  b}"  hard  studj%  he  received  a 
good  education  and  qualified  himself  for  the  profes- 
sion of  school  teaching.  For  many  years  he  taught 
school  in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  and  in  that  profession 
was  eminently  successful.  His  fli'st  settlement  in 
Livingston  County,  lU.,  was  in  the  year  1863,  and 
he  first  occupied  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides 
in  1883.  This  farm  consists  of  107  acres  of  good 
land,  which  under  the  intelligent  manipulation  of 
Mr.  Porter  is  made  to  yield  very  remunerative  crops. 
Mr.  P<jrter  was  married  in  Liviua'stou  Coiuitj',  on 
«»  


the  27th  of  June.  1869,  to  Rachel  S.  Scott,  who  was 
b<)rnontlu"26tli  of  July.  1849.  Slic  is  the  diuigh- 
ler  of  .John  II.  Scott,  foiiiuTly  of  Muskingum 
County.  Ohio,  and  of  whom  a  sketch  a))pears  in  this 
Alulm.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  have  been  born 
seven  children,  five  <jf  whom  are  living:  Cora  A., 
born  July  2,  1870;  Lillian  M.,  born  March  1,  1877; 
Iva  M.,  born  Feb.  17,  1880;  Claudy  R.,  boni  May 
14,  1882:  E^tella  M.,  born  Oct.  8,  1884.  The 
names  of  the  deceased  children  are:  Otto  R.,  born 
April  16,  1872,  and  died  Aug.  1,  1873;  and  Ar- 
thur J.,  liorn  Sept.  7,  1874,  and  died  March  18, 
1879.  Mrs.  Porter  had  four  brothers  in  the  LTni<m 
army,  as  follows :  Wiulicld.  Walter  M..  Wesley  anrl 
Malilon. 

Mr.  Porter  is  a  member  of  the  Dem<.)cratic  part)', 
but  he  is  not  an  active  politician,  i>refeiTing  to  de- 
vote the  time  which  politics  would  require  to  >uch 
matters  as  would  better  the  condition  of  the  com- 
numity  in  which  he  lives.  Mrs.  Porter  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  as  is  also  the  daughter, 
Cora  A.  The  family  are  the  center  of  a  large  circle 
of  warm  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  they  all 
take  an  active  interest  in  whatever  may  effect  the 
society  which  surrounds  them.  Mr.  Porter  has  de- 
voted his  life  to  the  profession  of  teaching,  and  farm- 
ing, and  will  probably  in  the  future  confine  himself 
to  the  latter  occupation. 


-'V^/V.  *\^j2£j2;'®^^^' 


M/^sS.'ZTCfzrav.-wv. 


ANIEL  BLAKE.  One  of  the  men  who 
have  given  Livingston  Countj'  its  great 
reputation  as  a  stock-raising  county,  and  as 
a  community  of  the  best  farmers  of  Illinois, 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  stock  farm  lies 
on  section  1.  Rook's  Creek  Township.  Mr.  Blake 
is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Drusilla  (Carpenter) 
Blake,  and  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  16th  of  December,  1838.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education  in  the  States  of  Ohioand  Illi- 
nois. In  company  with  his  parents  Jlr.  Blake  left 
Ohio  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  located  in  Ottawa, 
La  Salle  Co.,  111.,  where  he  assisted  his  father  in  car- 
rj'ing  on  the  farm  until  about  his  twenty-fourth 
year,  at  which  age  he  was  married  to  Desaline  Earp, 

of   Amit3'   Township,    Livingston  County,  on  the 
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28th  of  Ma.y,  lt>G2.  He  had  purchased  eightj' acres 
of  hind,  the  west  half  of  the  soutlieast  quarter  of 
section  34  in  Amity  Township,  in  18G2.  locating  on  it 
imiuediatelj-  after  his  marriage.  During  the  next 
eleven  j'ears  he  sold  the  first  eight}',  and  bought 
245  acres  on  sections  1  and  12,  Kook's  Creek  To^Mi- 
ship,  to  which  he  has  since  added  until  his  present 
possessions  comprise  315  acres.  His  land  is  all 
well  drained  with  tile,  and  the  farm  buildings  are 
creditable  and  pleasantlj-  situated. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blake  have  been  born  thirteen 
children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows : 
Charles  W.,  born  Jan.  18,  1863;  John  Ellsworth,  born 
Sept.  23,  1864,  married  Nancy  E.  Brown,  of  Pon- 
tiac  Township;  Francis  G.,  born  Oct.  25,  1869; 
Theron,  March  31,  1871;  .Sarah  E.,  March  18,  1873; 
Ida  Pearl,  Jan.  6,  1877;  Isis  F.,  Dec.  16,  1878; 
Carrie  B.,  Aug.  12,  1881.  The  fatlierof  Mr.  Blake 
was  born  in  Maine  in  1811,  and  moved  to  Ohio 
when  a  mere  lad  with  his  parents,  who  were  natives 
of  Maine,  but  with  their  large  faniilj'  moved  from 
that  State  to  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  in  covered 
wagons  in  1816.  They  began  the  making  of  a  farm 
in  the  wilderness,  constructing  their  house  of  hewn 
logs.  The  shoes  worn  by  the  familj'  were  made  by 
the  father,  while  the  spinning  and  weaving  of  the 
goods,  and  the  cutting  and  making  of  the  garments 
were  the  work  of  the  mother's  hands.  Mr.  Blake's 
grandfather  w.as  Daniel  Blake,  who  died  in  1842,  at 
the  age  of  ninety  j'ears.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  Robert  Carpenter,  who  settled  in  Monroe 
County  at  a  time  when  the  Indians  were  very  nu- 
mei;ous.  On  one  occasion  at  least,  he  was  taken 
prisoner  and  wounded  by  these  inhuman  savages. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Blake  had  ten  children:  Rob- 
ert married,  and  lives  in  Kansas;  the  second  brother 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight;  Daniel  married, 
and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek  Township;  Mary  Jane, 
Mrs.  Homer  Earp,  has  two  children,  and  lives  at 
Lawrence,  Kan.;  Margaret  A.  is  Mrs.  D.  C.  Mc- 
Clelland, has  one  child,  and  resides  in  Labette 
County,  Kan.;  Elizabeth  A.,  Mrs.  Samuel  Wertz, 
ha-s  five  children,  and  lives  in  Amity  Township; 
Winfield  S.  married,  and  lives  in  Pontiae;  James 
E.  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Amity  Town- 
ship; John  C.  married,  h.-is  three  children,  and  lives 
\f  in  Amity  Township;  Caroline  J.  married    Samuel 


Rej'nolds  and  moved  to  Missouri,  where  her  hus- 
band was  murdered,  after  which  she  returned  to 
Livingston  County,  and  died  in  1887,  leaving  two 
children. 

Mr.  Blake  was  reared  a  Republican,  casting  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  voting  with 
that  party^  until  1872,  when  he  began  to  advocate 
the  principles  of  the  Greenback  party,  to  which  he 
has  since  adhered.  He  has  been  a  settler  of  this 
township,  and  has  also  held  the  office  of  School 
Director  for  eleven  years,  which  position  he  occu- 
pied when  this  sketch  was  written.  He  is  not  a 
member  of  any  church,  but  believes  that  every  man 
should  try  to  do  right,  living  up  to  the  Golden  Rule. 
He  is  a  man  of  liberal  impulses,  and  has  donated 
lands  on  which  to  erect  a  school-house  and  a 
church,  contributing  freely  to  the  support  of  the 
minister  and  for  all  charitable  purposes. 


ATIIER  H.  W.  FINCH,  the  regiilar  Catholic 
clergyTii.iii  of  Pontiae,  is  a  native  of  New 
Orleans,  where  he  was  born  on  the  21st  of 
November,  1853.  He  is  the  son  of  Michael  and 
Mary  (Phelan)  Finch,  natives  of  Queens  Conuty, 
Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  1831,  and  settled 
in  New  Orleans,  where  they  remained  mitil  their 
death  in  1879  and  1877.  They  had  a  family  of 
twelve  children.  Rev.  Father  Finch  was  ednc.ited  at 
the  I'ni^ersity  of  Louisiana,  and  studied  theology  in 
Caije  Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  Milwaukee,  Wis.  He 
was  ordained  on  the  14tli  of  July,  1876,  by  Bishop 
Foley,  and  served  in  the  capacity  of  priest  in  St. 
Mary's  Church,  at  the  corner  of  Eldridge  court  and 
AVabasli  inenue,  Chicago.  He  aftei'ward  went  to 
Chaniiiaign,  where  he  remained  eleven  months  and 
then  came  to  Pontiae.  His  ministrations  here  have 
been  jileasant  and  exceedingly  successful.  Since 
August.  1883,  he  has  constructed  a  large  brick 
<'hurc!i  that  cost  112,000,  and  has  also  bought  the 
parochial  residence,  and  paid  for  it  since  1877.  He 
is  the  first  Catholic  priest  to  reside  pennanently  in 
Piintitic.  His  congTegation  now  numbers  between 
40(1  ;in(l  fiOO  members,  and  lic>i(lcs  his  regular  serv- 
ice in  tlii>  ciinrcli  he  preaches  every  two  weelis  at 
St.   J(i>cpir.s    Church,  at  Flanagan,  111.,   which   has 
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about  300  members.  This  church  was  fii'st  built 
two  and  one-half  miles  in  the  countrj^,  but  he  has 
had  it  moved  int( )  the  village  of  Flanagan.  In  ad- 
dition to  all  these  labors  he  also  preaches  to  the 
Cornell  Church  every  four  or  six  weeks.  This 
church  has  a  membership  of  from  fifty  to  seventy- 
five.  Occasionallj'  he  delivers  a  sermon  at  the  Re- 
form School. 

Father  Finch  is  a  man  of  great  enterprise  and  fine 
executive  ability,  and  is  building  up  a  large  mem- 
bership in  Pontiac  and  vicinity.  He  is  thoroughly 
devoted  to  his  work,  and  greatly  beloved  by  his 
parishioners.  His  influence  is  felt  very  largely 
throughout  the  coumiunity.  He  stands  high  in  the 
esteem  of  his  superiors,  and  wiU  no  doubt  reach 
great  eminence  in  the  chiu'ch. 


i 


'ENAS  R.  JONES,  Postmaster,  Station  Agent, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  a  large  grain  dealer 
at  Smithdale,  is  one  of  the  .self-made  men  of 
Livingston  County,  who  from  a  humble  beginning 
in  life  have  fought  their  way  up  to  an  enviable 
position,  soeiallj'  and  financially.  Besides  his  trade 
transactions  which  yield  him  a  handsome  income, 
he  is  the  owner  of  108  acres  of  good  land,  twenty- 
eight  of  which  form  a  part  of  his  homestead,  while 
the  remainder  is  farmed  by  his  son. 

The  town  in  which  our  subject  resides  received 
its  name  from  John  Smith,  a  farmer  of  large  means 
who  came  here  in  the  pioneer  days.  Mr.  Jones 
located  here  in  April,  1870,  in  which  year  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster  and  Station  Agent.  He  was 
born  in  Champaign  Count}',  Ohio,  in  1831,  and  was 
brought  by  his  parents  that  same  year  to  Marshall 
County,  this  State.  They  made  the  journey  over- 
land with  teams,  camping  and  cooking  by  the  way- 
side, and  after  their  settlement  in  Illinois  experi- 
enced the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to 
pioneer  life.  Zenas  R.  received  a  limited  educa- 
tion, and  at  an  early  age  was  made  acquainted  with 
the  various  employments  connected  with  farm  life, 
and  continued  with  his  parents  until  they  passed 
away.  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  married  in 
Marshall  County,  and  carried  on  farming  on  the 
homestead  uutil  after  the  division  of  the  estate. 


The  fatlier  of  our  subject,  Justice  Jones,  was  a 
very  prominent  man  in  his  day,  and  the  son  of 
Daniel  Jones,  who  owned  a  fine  property  in  the 
Buckeye  State,  but  died  when  his  son  was  a  small 
child.  The  latter  upon  coming  to  the  West  served 
as  the  first  magistrate  of  Evans  Township,  in  Mar- 
shall County,  which  position  he  occupied  twelve 
years,  and  was  very  popular,  both  in  business  and 
social  circles.  He  had  come  to  Marshall  County 
before  township  organization  was  effected,  and 
aided  greatly  in  its  settlement  by  an  enterprising 
and  intelligent  class  of  people.  He  assisted  in  the 
establishment  of  schools  and  churches  and  was  the 
first  Methodist  Class-Leader  in  Evans  Township, 
which  office  he  held  until  his  death.  He  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  in  Marshall  County,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-one  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  girlhood 
Miss  Sarah  Warner,  a  native  of  Virginia,  whence 
her  parents  removed  in  her  childhood  to  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  locating  near  Mt.  Vernon.  Her  father, 
Joseph  Warner,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  four 
years.  He  spent  his  last  days  with  his  daughter 
Sarah,  in  Marshall  County,  retaining  in  a  remarka- 
ble degree  his  health  and  activity.  A  short  time 
before  his  death  he  walked  twelve  miles  across  the 
prairie  to  Long  Point,  and  when  the  final  summons 
came,  passed  away  in  a  short  time,  apparently  with- 
out pain.  To  Justice  and  Sarah  (W^arner)  Jones 
there  were  born  eight  children,  namely  :  Daniel  W., 
Epinetus;  Zenas  R.,  our  subject;  Louisa,  Mrs.  Wal- 
ter Cornell,  of  Amity  Township;  Matilda,  Mrs.' J. 
A.  Blondin,  of  Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  Drusilla  M.  The 
mother  was  a  true  Christian  woman  of  man}'  excel- 
lent qualities,  and  spent  her  last  days  at  the  old 
homestead. 

Our  subject  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in  July,  1854, 
his  chosen  bride  being  Miss  .Julia  E.,  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Rhoda  A.  Stitt,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  afterward  removed  to  Michigan,  where  their 
daughter,  Mrs.  J.,  was  born  in  1828.  Upon  reach- 
ing womanhood  she  came  to  this  county  to  visit  a 
friend,  and  formed  the  acquaintance  of  her  future 
husband.  Their  union  has  resulted  in  tlie  birth  of 
six   children:  John,  after  reaching  manhood,  was 
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mairied,  aud  continued  on  the  farm  with  his  father 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  Sept.  8,  1 886 ;  he 
left  a  wife  and  one  child.  Ira  and  Dove  died  in 
infancy;  Frances  M.  obtained  a  good  education 
and  for  some  j-ears  has  been  eniploj'ed  as  a  teacher, 
in  which  profession  she  is  highly  successful  and 
popular;  Edwin  B.  is  at  home,  as  is  also  Lewis  L. 

Mr.  Jones  has  been  an  ordained  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
five  years,  and  was  connected  with  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference six  years,  four  j^ears  of  this  time  being  en- 
tirely devoted  to  ministerial  labors.  After  the 
outbreak  of  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  104th 
Illinois  Infantrj-,  in  August,  1862,  and  met  the 
enemy  in  many  of  the  important  battles  which  en- 
sued. At  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  he  was  captured  bj' 
the  rebels  and  taken  to  Murfreesboro,  but  was  soon 
afterward  paroled  aud  rejoined  his  regiment.  The 
hardships  to  which  he  was  subjected,  and  the 
wretched  fare  a  large  part  of  the  time,  brought 
upon  him  a  disease  from  which  he  suffered  seven 
j-ears  thereafter  and  was  unable  to  do  an}'  manual 
labor.  He  has  not  yet  recovered  from  the  effects, 
and  hardly  expects  to. 

Mr.  Jones,  after  his  return  from  the  army,  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  at  Weuona  two 
years,  then  selling  out  purchased  his  present  home. 
In  his  grain  transactions  he  handles  from  25,000  to 
40,000  bushels  per  3-ear.  He  is  a  man  greatly  re- 
spected by  his  neighbors,  aud  with  his  family  still 
remains  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  is  now  Deacon  aud  Class- 
Leader  at  Manville. 


J^  OlIN  C.  ANTRIM,  a  prominent  and  inrtuen- 
I  tial  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  who  is  well  and 
I  favorably  known  as  a  worthy  resident  on 
'  section  30,  Owego  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  14th  of  October,  1830.  He  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Antrim,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
mother  at  present  resides  in  Nel)raska;  the  father  is 
deceased.  The  jjarents  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  where  they   under- 
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went  all  the  trials  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life. 
There  were  born  to  them  ten  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living:  John  C,  William,  Philip  IL, 
George;  Catherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Cook, 
of  Nebraska. 

jNIr.  Antrim  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  engaged  in  work  upon  the  farm, 
cutting  and  clearing  timber  and  preparing  the  soil 
for  the  growing  of  crops  until  he  reacheil  his  ma- 
jority. On  the  22d  of  Februar3-,  1857,  while  j'et 
residing  in  Ohio,  he  was  married  to  Annie  Hallam, 
daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Hallam,  of  Clinton 
County,  Ohio.  Thej^  have  had  born  to  them  nine 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Mary  E., 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Wheeler,  of  Chicago;  Rachel  A.,  Mrs. 
M.  T.  Hyer,  of  Fayette  County,  Ohio;  William  J. 
married  Miss  Sue  Carroll,  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa;Rox- 
ana  K.,  John  L.,  Harriet  E.,  Edward  M.,  Carrie  A. 
and  Imo.  In  1863  Mr.  Antrim,  with  his  family, 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Livingston  Count}-,  and  re- 
sided in  Amity  Township  until  1886,  in  which  year 
he  settled  on  his  present  farm  on  section  30,  Owego 
Township,  where  he  owns  123  acres  of  well-im- 
proved land,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  is  meet- 
ing with  excellent  success. 

In  the  fall  of  1864  Mr.  Antrim  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  from  Livingston  County  and  attached 
himself  to  Company  H,  44th  Illinois  Infantry,  which 
regiment  was  a  part  of  tlie  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land. During  the  time  of  his  service  in  the  army 
Mr.  Antrim  participated  in  the  battles  of  Spring 
Hill,  Franklin,  Nashville,  and  numerous  lesser  en- 
gagements. After  about  a  year  of  faithful  and 
conscientious  service  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  army  on  the  16th  of  June,  1865.  Upon 
his  discharge  he  returned  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  resumed  his  agricultural  pursuits,  which 
he  has  since  industriously  followed,  and  by  work- 
ing early  and  late  and  husbanding  his  resources  he 
has  succeeded  to  such  an  extent  that  he  owns  240 
acres  of  excellent  land  in  Amity  Township,  besides 
his  farm  in  Owego  Township.  Both  of  tliese  fai-ms 
are  very  valuable,  aud  under  the  intelligent  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Antrim  are  ver^'  jsroductive.  He 
takes  considerable  interest  in  all  matters  relating 
to  live-stock,  aud  in  tliis  line  of  his  business  has 
accomplished  much. 
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Our  subject  devotes  but  little  attention  to  po- 
litical matters,  so  far  as  the  stereotyped  doctrines 
of  the  old  parties  are  concerned,  and  is  independ- 
ent enough  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  men  who  will 
faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  con- 
ferred upon  them  regardless  of  the  name  of  the 
party  to  which  they  belong.  He  is  upright  in  his 
business  transactions,  meriting  and  receiving  the 
esteem  of  his  neighbors. 

(^^HOMAS  McC ASHLAND,  a  worthy  agricult- 
urist of  Livingston  County,  which  calling- 
he  has  followed  the  most  of  his  life,  may  be 
found  on  section  7,  Avoca  Township,  where  he  is 
pleasantly  situated.  He  belongs  to  that  class  of 
men  who  have  devoted  their  lives  to  beautifying 
and  turning  to  the  use  of  man  what  Nature  has  so 
bountifully  provided.  In  all  respects  he  is  a  rep- 
resentative citizen,  and  a  model  of  that  class  of 
enteiprising  farmers  who  have  accomplished  so 
much  for  Livingston  Count3\  Mr.  McCashland  is 
a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Va.,  where  he  was 
born  Nov.  30,  1827.  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  McCashlaud,  the  father  a  native  of 
Ireland,  while  the  mother  was  born  in  Virginia. 
At  about  three  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his 
parents  when  they  left  his  native  State  and  emi- 
grated to  the  West,  settling  in  Wayne  County, 
Ind.,  where  they  were  early  pioneers  in  the  White- 
water Valley.  The  father  has  been  married  twice, 
and  of  the  children  born,  twelve  in  number,  five 
are  still  living,  whose  names  are  as  follows :  Benja- 
min, Henry;  MaryA.,  Mrs.  Robert  Pilcher;  Namon 
and  Thomas. 

Thomas  McCashland,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Wayne  County,  Ind., 
where  he  received  a  limited  education,  and  was 
united  in  marriage,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1850, 
with  Miss  Rachel  Thomas,  who  was  born  in  Union 
County,  lud.,  on  the  29th  of  August,  1827.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Thomas, 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Indiana  respectively. 
They  vvere  early  settlers  in  Union  County,  where 
they  lived  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCashland 
are  the  parents  of  five  living  children,  as  follows: 


Henry  M. ;  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  John  Morrison,  of  Pon- 
tiac;  Cora  A.,  Mrs.  George  Tate,  of  Avoca  Town- 
ship, and  Lillie,  who  is  now  attending  the  High 
School  at  Pontiac,  where  she  will  graduate  next 
June,  and  is  an  accomplished  teacher  of  music.  The 
names  of  the  deceased  children  were:  Roxy  R., 
Florence  R.,  Delia  O.  and  Etta  I. 

In  1860  Mr.  McCashland,  with  his  family,  moved 
from  Indiana  to  Livingston  County,  and  for  a  short 
time  resided  about  four  miles  northwest  of  Pon- 
tiac. Thence  he  removed  to  Avoca  Township  in 
187.5,  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  he  at  present 
occupies.  This  farm  consists  of  forty  acres  of 
well-improved  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  suita- 
ble and  substantial  buildings.  Mr.  McCashland  is 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term  a  self-made  man, 
what  he  has  being  earned  by  hard  and  persistent 
work,  and  retained  unincumbered  through  economy 
and  good  management.  In  his  political  afl^liations  he 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  although  he  is 
not  an  active  politician.  In  consequence  of  the 
interest  he  takes  in  matters  pertaining  to  educa- 
tion he  has  been  choseu  to  fill  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  School  Director  during  thejast  fifteen  years. 
Mrs.  McCashland  is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Lode- 
mia  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  the  affairs 
of  the  congregation  performs  her  part  well.  The 
family  occupy  an  enviable  position  in  the  society 
of  Avoca  Township,  and  are  active  participants  in 
its  affairs. 


/^^\  C.  STUDLEY,  who  is  engaged  as  a  merchant 
jl  and  real-estate  and   collecting  agent  at  the 

^^^  village  of  Flanagan,  in  Nebraska  Township, 
is  the  son  of  William  and  Eunice  (Timberman) 
Studley,  and  was  born  in  Neponset  Township,  Bu- 
reau Co.,  111.,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1855. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  but  eight  j'ears  of  age, 
leaving  a  family  of  several  children,  who  earl3'  had 
to  assist  their  mother  in  making  a  living. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  until  the  age  of 
thirteen,  when  he  engaged  with  Austin  Barnum,  a 
cousin  of  P.  T.  Barnum,  the  great  showman,  in  a 
livery  stable,  on  the  condition  that  his  work  should 
pay  for  his  board  while  he  attended  school.  This 
arrangement  continued  through  three  winters,  and 
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during  tbat  time  he  worked  one  summer  in  a  brick- 
yard, and  two  on  his  uncle's  farm.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  began  attending  the  graded  school, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  3'ears.  in  the  mean- 
time taking  private  instructions  in  order  to  fit  him- 
self for  entering  college.  When  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  upon  a  first  examination  he  obtained  a 
first  grade  certificate,  and  taught  school  one  year. 
He  then  entered  the  Universit}' of  Illinois  at  Cham- 
paign, where  he  remained  one  j'ear,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  school  teaching  another  j-ear  in  order  to 
provide  himself  with  means  for  the  purchase  of  the 
necessary-  books  and  clothing  to  continue  his  col- 
lege studies.  After  one  more  j'ear  in  college,  he 
again  fraught  school  one  year  in  Livingston  County, 
and  the  following  summer  began  the  study  of 
law.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  and  entered  the  law  department,  where  he 
remained  about  one  j'ear,  when,  on  account  of  ill- 
health,  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  school.  He 
then  began  studjing  law  in  the  office  of  S.  S. 
Lawrence,  but  his  health  continuing  poor  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  the  study. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1879,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried at  Bloomiugton,  111.,  to  Cora  A.  Herold,  daugh- 
ter of  Amos  (Jobs)  Herold.  During  the  following- 
winter  he  taught  school,  and  in  the  spring  went  to 
Iowa,  where  he  and  his  brother,  C.  M.  Studley,  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  wild  land  and  made  some  im- 
provements on  it.  In  the  following  fall  he  sold  out 
to  his  brother,  and  went  to  Wright  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  taught 
school  that  winter.  In  the  meantime  his  wife  had 
returned  to  Illinois  on  account  of  ill-health  to  re- 
main during  the  winter.  In  tiie  spring  of  1881  Mr. 
Studley  returned  to  Illinois,  where  he  taught  school 
three  mouths.  In  August,  1881,  he  moved  into 
Flanagan,  where  he  taught  the  village  school  five 
days  in  the  week,  worked  in  the  lumber-yard  on 
.Saturdays,  and  kept  books  during  the  evenings. 
In  the  following  spring  he  worked  at  carpentering, 
but  soon  discontinued  business  and  began  clerk- 
ing for  Murphy  Brothers,  driving  their  wagon  a 
portion  of  the  time.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Murphy  Brothers  closed  out  their  business,  and 
Mr.  Studley  was  temporarily  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment.    At  the  suggestion  of  a  friend  he  invested  in 
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a  stock  of  flour  and  feed,  and  from  this  start  he  has 
gradually  worked  up  a  good  trade.  In  politics  Mr. 
vStudley  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  held  the  offices  of 
Village  Trustee  and  School  Director.  When  he 
was  elected  to  the  latter  office,  the  school-house 
stood  about  one  mile  from  the  village,  and  two 
Directors  were  opposed  to  removing  it,  but  within 
six  months  the  location  was  changed,  and  before  his 
term  expired,  the  new  house,  costing  about  $.3,000, 
was  paid  for.  In  1885  he  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Peace  with  only  seven  opposing  votes  out  of 
167  cast.  He  has  been  Treasurer  of  the  village  for 
two  years,  and  holds  that  place  at  the  time  this 
sketch  is  written. 

Mr.  Studlej^  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren :  Clarence  M.  is  married,  is  a  farmer  at  Web- 
ster City,  Iowa,  and  has  four  children ;  George  M., 
married,  is  a  farmer  at  Webster  City,  Iowa,  and  has 
one  child ;  Charles  M.  is  an  Iowa  farmer,  and  has 
no  childreji;  Maria,  Mrs.  Hiram  Thompson,  has  five 
children,  and  lives  in  Iowa;  William  T.  is  unmar- 
ried and  lives  with  his  mother  in  Iowa. 

William  Studley,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  in  the  month  of 
October,  1824,  and  came  to  America  with  his 
parents,  William,  Sr.,  and  Ann  (Chapman)  Stud- 
ley, when  he  was  about  seven  years  of  age.  The 
father  located  near  Jacksonville,  111.,  where  he 
followed  farming,  and  at  which  place  he  enjoyed  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Leaving  Jacksonville  they  moved  to  Stark  County, 
which  was  then  a  wilderness,  and  "squatted"  in 
Osceola  Grove  at  about  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War.  In  about  one  year  they  sold  their  property, 
and  moved  into  Bureau  County,  and  were  the  first 
settlers  in  the  township,  tlieir  nearest  neighbors  be- 
ing eight  or  ten  miles  distant.  The  farm  on  which 
they  settled  in  Bureau  County  is  still  owned  in  the 
Studley  familj'.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
married  in  1848.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  93d  Illinois  Infantry,  .and  was  under 
Grant  at  Vicksburg,  where  he  contracted  a  disease, 
and  after  returning  home,  was  discharged  and  died 
on  the  2d  of  May,  1864.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Studley,  Sr.,  was  born  in  York- 
shire, England,  Dec.  1,  1788.  He  was  in  the  Brit 
ish  service  fourteen  years,  and  wasamemberof  the 
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Home  Guards  at  the  time  of  the  war  with  Napo- 
leon. He  was  married  about  1820,  came  to  this 
country  in  1831,  and  died  in  October,  1878.  Our 
subject's  great- grandf.ather,  George  Studley,  mar- 
ried a  Miss  Coultis,  during  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Studley  have  been  born  two 
children :  Leora  Ethel,  at  Webster  City,  Iowa,  Aug. 
17,  1880;  and  Claude  Melville,  in  Flanagan,  Aug. 
2,  1 883.  So  far  as  home  surroundings  are  con- 
cerned, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Studley  are  very  pleasantly 
situated.  His  business  affairs  are  in  such  a  pros- 
perous condition  that  they  are  enabled  to  live  com- 
fortably, and  provide  liberally  for  those  dependent 
upon  them.  Besides  merchandising,  Mr.  Studley  is 
largely  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  real  estate, 
and  acting  as  collecting  agent,  in  all  which  lines  of 
business  he  has  been  successful. 


<^  l»)  H.  JENKINS,  SupervisoV  of  Pontiac  Town- 
\rJ//  ship.  Deputy  County  Clerk,  Notary  Pub- 
V7^  lie,  and  Insurance  Agent,  it  will  readily  be 
surmised  is  one  of  the  wide-awake  and  enterprising 
citizens  to  whom  Livingston  County  is  indebted  for 
its  present  status  in  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
commonwealths  of  the  West.  He  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1859.  He  was  born 
in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  11,  1846,  and  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Mary  (Frederick)  Jenkins, 
also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  where  they 
ranked  among  the  most  desirable  members  of  the 
farming  commnnit3^  The  father  of  our  subject,  in 
September,  1859,  left  his  native  State  and  migrat- 
ing westward  settled  in  Esmen  Township,  this 
county,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
and  remained  upon  it  until  1869.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Iroquois  County,  where  he  still  resides. 

The  Jenkins  family  is  of  Welsh  ancestry,  and 
came  with  William  Penn  to  America,  settling  in 
Pennsylvania.  On  the  mother's  side  the  Fredericks 
were  of  German  descent.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  David  Jenkins,  was  born  in  South 
Carolina,  whence  he  removed  to  Ohio  at  an  early 
day,  where  he  became  a  prominent  citizen,  and  be- 
sides the  duties  of  looking  after  an  extensive  farm, 
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also  officiated  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many 
years.  He  died  in  Miami  County  about  1856.  His 
son  Samuel,  already  mentioned  as  the  father  of  our 
subject,  in  middle  life  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  belonged,  with  his  estimable 
wife,  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
household  circle  embraced  eleven  children,  seven 
now  living,  namely,  Rebecca  A.,  Isaac  R.,  William 
H.,  Nancy  E.,  Olive  A.,  Samuel  K.  and  Daniel  W. 
They  are  considerably  scattered,  two  living  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  one  in  Dakota  and  the  others  in  this 
State. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  homestead 
among  the  Ohio  hills,  and  after  tlie  manner  of 
most  farmers'  boys  attended  school  in  winter,  and 
assisted  on  the  farm  in  summer.  He  thus  ap- 
proached manhood,  and  in  the  meantime  occurred 
the  outbreak  of  the  late  Rebellion.  He  came  with 
his  father  to  Illinois,  and  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1863,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  39th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  for  eighteen  months  experienced  the 
vicissitudes  of  a  soldier's  life.  He  met  the  enemy  in 
many  important  engagements,  namely,  Drewry's 
Bluff,  Strawberry  Plains,  Darby  Town  Cross  Roads, 
and  in  various  minor  engagements  and  skir- 
mishes. At  the  first  mentioned  place  he  was  shot 
through  the  neck  and  shoulder,  and  after  two 
months'  conflineraent  in  the  hospital  received  a  thirty 
days'  furlough.  Oct.  13,  1864,  at  Darby  Town 
Cross  Roads  he  was  shot  through  the  leg  above  the 
knee.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge  May 
18,  1865,  and  after  spending  a  season  on  the  farm, 
repaired  to  Chicago  and  took  a  six  months'  course 
in  Brj'ant  &  Stratton's  Business  College.  His  leg 
bv  reason  of  the  wound  had  continued  troublesome, 
although  he  hoped  to  save  it.  He  suffered  with  it 
until  the  18lh  of  May,  1868,  when  he  gave  up  all 
hope  of  recovering  from  the  wound,  and  ampu- 
tation was  accordingly  performed  by  Dr.  Charles 
M.  Clark,  of  the  Soldier's  Home,  in  Chicago. 

In  December  following,  Mr.  Jenkins  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  County  Clerk,  and  remained  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  at  Pontiac  until  1874.  For 
two  years  afterward  he  was  engaged  in  keeping 
hotel,  and  then  in  1876  was  elected  Circuit  Clerk, 
which  positit>n  he  held  four  years,  and  was  then 
appointed  Deputy  Circuit  Clerk,  serving  until  Jan. 
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1,  1885,  when  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Comity 
Clerk,  and  the  following  year  elected  Supervisor  of 
Pontiac  Township.  He  received  his  commission 
as  Notary  Public  from  Gov.  Oglesby  in  1883. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly'  Miss  Bessie 
Van  .Scoy,  and  their  wedding  took  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents,  Dec.  21,  1880.  Mrs.  Jen- 
kins is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  James 
W.  and  Margaret  (Wiles)  Van  Sco.y,  natives  re- 
spective!}' of  Ohio  and  Virginia.  They  came  to 
Illinois  in  1868,  and  are  now  residents  of  Pontiac. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenkins  have  one  child  only,  a  son, 
Charles  L.  The}'  occupy  a  comfortable  and  taste- 
ful residence  at  the  intersection  of  Mill  and  Liv- 
ingston streets,  and  number  their  friends  among  the 
most  cultivated  people  of  the  city. 


<S^DDEN  M.  JOHNSON  is  a  member  of  the 
l^  firm  of  Johnson  &  Renoe,  publisliers  and 
liLsif  proprietors  of  the  Free  Tt-ader  and  Observer, 
at  Pontiac.  Our  subject  was  born  in  Monroe 
County,  AV.  Va.,  May  11,  1845,  and  is  tiie  son  of 
ISIorris  and  Minerva  (Ellis)  Johnson,  natives  of  the 
same  county,  where  the  father,  during  his  early 
manhood,  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In 
1856  he  disposed  of  his  i^roperty  in  the  Old 
Dominion,  and  coming  to  Pontiac  followed  mer- 
chandising, and  also  engaged  as  a  farmer  and  stock 
dealer.  He  was  successful  in  business,  and  retii'ed 
upon  a  competency.  His  death  occurred  May  7, 
1886. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  largely  connected 
with  the  business  interests  of  Northern  and  Central 
Illinois,  and  a  prominent  stockholder  in  the  bank 
at  Bloomington,  111.  He  put  up  two  store  build- 
ings in  Pontiac  and  a  fine  residence  on  the  south 
side  of  the  X'ermilion  River.  He  watched  with 
unalloyed  interest  tLe  growth  and  prosperity  of  his 
adopted  State,  and  did  much  toward  encouraging 
the  various  worthy  enterprises  which  at  that  time 
wei-e  being  instituted  in  connection  with  the  build- 
ing up  of  Pontiac.  He  was  Democratic  politically, 
and  .socially  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity. The  parental  family  included  two  children 
only,  our  subject  and  his  sister,  Eunice  J.     The 


latter  married  E.  A.  McGregor,  of  Pontiac,  and 
died  in  1886,  leaving  three  children — Bernice,  Ellis 
and  Lewis. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob 
Johnson  by  name,  was,  like  his  son  and  grandson,  a 
native  of  Monroe  County,  W.  Va..  whence  he  re- 
moved to  McLean  County,  111.,  with  his  family  in 
1856.  He  continued  farming,  and  died  in  McLean 
County  in  1873.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Will- 
iam Ellis,  was  also  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  W. 
Xa.,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  spent  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  State,  liis  death  taking  place 
about  1875. 

Our  subject  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the 
schools  of  Pontiac  after  the  removal  of  his  parents 
to  this  State,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  entered 
Wesleyan  University  at  Bloomington,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1867.  Afterward  he  repaired 
to  Ann  Arbor,  and  entered  the  law  department  of 
Michigan  University,  where  he  took  a  full  course 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1869.  He,  how- 
ever, had  had  his  attention  called  to  newspaper  work, 
and  as  it  seemed  to  coincide  with  his  tastes  and 
inclinations,  he  purchased  tlie  Free  Trader,  and  has 
since  conducted  it  in  a  manner  creditable  to  him- 
self and  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  He  is  of  a 
practical  turn  of  mind,  and  usually  succeeds  in 
whatever  undertaking  his  judgment  approves. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  wiselj^  invested  his  capital  in 
real  estate,  which  embraces  farms  in  this  county 
and  property  in  the  town,  besides  his  office  material. 
His  land  is  cultivated  by  lessees.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  the  organization  of  the  Pontiac  Union 
Coal  Company,  of  which  he  became  President,  and 
which  gives  employment  usually  to  sixty  or  eighty 
men.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  National  Bank, 
and  has  been  identified  with  many  important  move- 
ments contributing  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 
He  was  twice  elected  Mayor,  has  served  as  Sui^er- 
visor  of  Pontiac  Township,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education.  Politically  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married,  Dec.  8,  1869,  to  Miss 
Carrie  M.  Saxton.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  born  in 
Huntingdon,  Pa.,  Oct.  9,  1847,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  Saxton,  natives  of  Peun- 
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sylvania.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  two  children — Mary  E.  and  Beulah 
J.  Their  home,  located  on  the  South  Side,  is  the 
resort  of  the  intelligent  people  of  the  city,  and  its 
inmates  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 


-i^^- 


is  a  lottery,  and  that  all  cannot  draw  prizes. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  man  who  was  born 
Xv@  in  a  foreign  land  and  crosses  the  ocean 
to  this  country  in  his  youth,  linowing  nothing  of 
the  language  or  customs  of  the  people  of  America, 
casts  his  lot  as  he  would  invent  in  a  lottery  ticket, 
with  the  odds  against  him.  And  yet  it  is  a  notable 
fact  that  those  sturdy  people  who  emigrate  from 
German}'  to  this  country'  nearly  always  succeed  in 
their  undertakings.  If  they  engage  in  trade  and 
traffic  they  prosper,  and  if  they  till  the  soil  they 
make  it  produce  and  blossom  as  the  rose.  Of  this 
class  of  men  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  36,  Rook's  Creek  Town- 
ship, who  was  born  in  Germany  on  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, 1844,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Minnie 
(Peters)  Warner,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1853,  first  locating  in  New  York,  where  thej^  re- 
mained about  five  years,  and  then  moved  to  Chi- 
cago. From  Chicago  they  moved  to  Will  County, 
where  they  remained  until  18^8,  and  then  settled 
in  Rook's  Creek  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  sixth  in  a  fam- 
ily of  thirteen  children,  five  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: William,  the  eldest,  is  living  in  Germany; 
Rudolph;  Albert,  married,  has  one  child,  and  lives 
in  Livingston  County;  Lecetta,  Mrs.  George  Howe, 
has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Livingston  County; 
Emma  is  unmarried.  The  father  of  Mr.  Warner  was 
born  on  the  14th  of  March,  1811,  and  his  mother 
was  born  on  the  25th  of  December,  1813.  They 
were  married  in  1836,  and  he  died  on  the  28th  of 
March,  1879.  The  early  education  of  Mr.  Warner 
was  rather  limited,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  edu- 
cational facilities  during  his  boyhood.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  U.  8.  Grant  in 
1872,  and  he  has  continued  to  support  the   Repub- 


lican ticket  since.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  having  been  a  leader  in  the  class 
meetings  of  that  denorain.ation,  and  has  held  the 
..office  of  School  Trustee  for  six  years,  and  School 
Director  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Warner  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Fugar, 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1874,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children:  Henry,  born  on  the  16th 
of  May,  1878,  and  George,  born  on  the  16th  of 
February,  1880.  Mrs.  Warner  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  Sept.  26,  1857,  and  was  brought  to  Will 
County  by  her  parents  in  1858.  Her  father  was  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  on  the  18th  of  February, 
1829,  and  came  to  this  country  with  his  mother  in 
1852,  his  father  having  died  in  Germanj^  in  1832. 
The  mother,  Margaret  Zibbet.  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersej^ 

Mr.  Warner  has  been  successful  as  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  and  besides  bringing  his  farm  up  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  has  been  able  to  construct 
commodious  buildings  for  the  accommodation  and 
comfort  of  his  family.  His  barns  and  out-build- 
ings are  ample  for  the  shelter  and  protection  of  his 
live  stock. 

•ji — '>-^»^-< 

T^  DWJN  V.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  pioneers 
11^  of  thirty  years  ago,  is  now  the  owner  of 
j^— ^  one-quarter  of  section  20,  in  Owego  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  settled  in  1883,  having  for- 
merly resided  on  section  16.  He  may  properlj'  be 
classed  among  the  self-made  men  of  Livingston 
County,  as  he  commenced  in  life  comparatively 
without  means,  and  has  by  his  own  energy  and  per- 
severance, become  the  owner  of  a  good  property. 
He  also  struggled  with  the  disadvantages  of  a  lim- 
ited education,  but  he  availed  himself  of  such  op- 
portunities as  were  afforded,  to  keep  himself  in- 
formed upon  matters  of  general  interest,  and  is 
numbered  among  those  who  encouraged  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  and  the  other  enterprises  cal- 
culated for  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  the 
people.  He  was  Director  in  his  district  for  many 
years,  and  served  as  Road  Commissioner,  besides 
occupying  other  local  offices. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Herkimer  Count}'.  N. 
Y.,  July  28,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Dorastus  and 
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Bethsheba  Johnson,  who  were  of  New  England 
birth  and  parentoge,  and  reared  a  large  family  of 
chililreu.  of  whom  only  tlie  following  now  survive, 
viz..  AA'illiam,  Edwin  V.,  Dorus,  S.anuiel  and  Ce- 
liua.  This  branch  of  the  Johnson  familj'  is  of 
.Scotch  ancestry,  the  first  representatives  of  whom 
in  this  country  settled  in  New  England  during  the 
Colonial  days.  Dorastus  Johnson,  in  1834,  re- 
moved from  Herkimer  to  Cattaraugus  County,  and 
thence  six  j-ears  later  to  Warren  County,  Pa.  Here 
our  subject  reached  his  majority,  but  he  subse- 
quently returned  to  his  native  State  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Chautauqua  Countj^,  in  1852,  to  Miss  Susan 
Holraau.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  seven 
children,  namely,  Laura,  Mrs.  Burt  Nichols,  of 
Minnesota;  Emma,  Mrs.  John  Derry;  Huldah, 
Mrs.  John  Brown,  and  Mar}',  Mrs.  Henry  Finhold, 
all  of  this  count}';  George  E.  married  Miss  Laura 
Phillips:  Calvin  and  Effle  are  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

Mr.  Johnson  came  to  this  county  in  1857,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  a  resident  of  Owego 
Township.  Considering  the  fact  that  he  com- 
menced at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  dependent  upon 
his  own  resources  alone,  and  that  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  valuable  property,  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  that  he  labored  persistently  for  many  years, 
and  always  made  it  a  rule  to  live  within  his  income. 
He  possessed  those  qualities  which  at  once  com- 
mended him  to  the  people  around  him,  whose  es- 
teem and  confidence  he  has  enjo^'ed  since  the  time 
of  his  arrival  on  prairie  soil.  His  children  have 
been  carefully  reared  and  well  educated.  Those 
married  are  settled  in  comfortable  homes,  and  the 
younger  ones  remaining  with  the  parents  are  being 
carefully  trained  for  their  future  position  as  mem- 
bers of  an  unusually  intelligent  community.  Mr. 
Johnson  generally  votes  the  straight  Kepublican 
ticket,  but  when  there  is  a  Greenback  candidate  in 
the  field,  he  gives  to  the  latter  his  preference. 
.Socially,  lie  belongs  to  the  1.  O.  ().  F.,  being  a 
member  of  the  Pontiac  Lodge. 

George  E.  Johnson,  the  eldest  son  of  our  sub- 
ject, occupies  the  old  homestead  on  section  16, 
which  comprises  ninety  acres  of  fertile  land,  and 
upon  which  his  fatlier  first  settled  on  coming  to 
I>ivingston  County.     He  was  born  Sept.  28,  18G2, 


and  was  reared  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers' 
sons,  becoming  useful  upon  the  farm  at  an  early 
age,  and  during  the  winter  seasons  pursuing  his 
studies  at  the  district  school.  Not  long  after  pass- 
ing his  twenty-first  birthday,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Laura  Phillips,  who  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  R.  Phillips,  a  pioneer  of  Livingston 
County.  Her  mother  was  formerly  Miss  Mary 
Rusk;  both  are  now  deceased.  George  Johnson 
bids  fair  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father, 
possessing  the  same  qualities  of  thrift  and  industry, 
and  is  carrying  on  his  agricultural  operations  after 
the  most  approved  modern  methods.  He  has  al- 
ready attracted  considerable  notice  as  one  of  the 
most  promising  young  men  of  his  community. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
School  Director  in  his  district. 

ellARLES  YOUNGER.  Among  the  younger 
farmers  and  newer  citizens  of  Livingston 
County,  none  have  made  a  fairer  start  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  his  prospects  for  the 
future  are  bright  indeed.  An  eighty-acre  farm, 
well  managed,  and  cultivated  with  method  and  sys- 
tem, is  as  pi'ofltable  as  one  of  double  that  size  that 
is  conducted  in  a  haphazard  manner,  and  it  is  nee<l- 
less  to  say  that  Mr.  Younger's  farm  is  one  of  the 
most  productive  in  the  county.  Everything  about 
the  place  denotes  system  and  regulation,  there  be- 
ing a  place  for  everything,  and  everything  in  its 
place.  Since  bis  advent  in  the  county  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  has  popularized,  himself  with  it3»citi- 
zeus,  and  is  rated  among  the  enterprising  men  of 
the  county.  His  farm  is  located  on  section  33  of 
Avoca  Township. 

Mr.  Younger  is  a  native  of  Woodford  County, 
111.,  and  was  born  on  the  8th  of  February,  1848. 
He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Lodemia  Younger, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  when  ten  years  of  age 
accompanied  his  parents  when  they  moved  to  Ohio 
and  settled  near  Salina,  where  they  remained  until 
he  gi'ew  to  manhood.  They  then  came  to  Illinois 
and  settled  near  Washington,  Tazewell  County,  and 
after  remaining  there  for  several  years  removed  to 
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"Woodford  County,  and  there  lived  for  about  thirty 
years.  The  father  now  resides  with  his  sons,  In 
Belle  Prairie  Township.  He  has  been  married 
twice,  and  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  survive — William,  John,  Franlvlin,  and 
Charles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  was 
reared  to  man's  estate  in  his  native  county,  where 
he  received  a  fair  common-school  education,  .nnd 
learned  the  rudiments  of  farming,  which  occupation 
he  has  followed  all  his  life  with  the  exception  of 
about  five  years,  when  he  conducted  a  meat-market 
in  Ainsworth,  Iowa.  In  the  fall  of  1882  he  came 
to  Livingston  Count}',  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  33,  Avoca  Township. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1873,  Mr.  Younger  was 
married  to  Phosbe  Combes,  a  native  of  Woodford 
County,  111.,  and  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Betsey 
Combes,  of  that  county.  To  them  have  been  born 
four  children — -Alfred,  Cora  (deceased),  Benjamin 
and  Herbert.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Younger  took  no- 
tice of  the  political  events  which  were  occurring 
throughout  the  country,  and  when  he  arrived  at 
his  majority  cast  his  lot  with  the  Republican  party, 
with  which  he  has  affiliated  ever  since.  He  has 
never  been  a  seeker  after  office,  and  the  only  one 
which  he  would  consent  to  accept  was  that  of 
School  Director,  for  which  he  is  peculiarly  fitted  on 
account  of  the  interest  he  takes  in  educational  mat- 
ters. Mrs.  Y'ouuger  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  both  identify 
themselves  with  all  social  and  moral  matters. 
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RS.  FRANCES  McDOWELL,*  Fairhury. 
This  lady  is  the  widow  of  the  late  James 
McDowell,  a  well-known  business  man  of 
Livingston  Count}^  who  was  the  possessor 
of  a  fine  property,  wliich  he  accunndated  partially 
in  mercantile  piu'suits,  and  for  manj'  years  was  occu- 
pied as  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  The 
valuable  estate  left  to  his  family  embraces  1,700 
acres  of  land,  embellished  with  fine  buildings,  besides 
the  residence  which  Mrs.  McDowell  occupies  in  the 
village  of  Fairbury. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  a  native    of  Wayne  County, 
Ind.,  and  was  born  Jan.  28,   1824.     He  was  reared 


to  farm  life,  and  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the 
district  schools.  He  came  to  Illinois  with  his  fa- 
ther's family  in  1832,  and  his  iiome  for  several  years 
afterward  was  in  Avoca  Township,  this  county. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Frances  Wilson  took  place 
Dec.  11.  1845.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDowell  lived  in 
Avoca  Townshij)  until  June,  1873,  during  which 
time  he  held  the  position  of  Postmaster  nine  years. 
After  locating  in  Fairbury  he  officiated  as  School 
Treasurer  many  3'ears,  and  represented  Indian 
C4rove  Township  on  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors. He  had  identified  himself  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  during  his  earlj'  manhood, 
and  was  prominent  in  its  councils  for  thirty-five 
3'ears.  He  officiated  as  Steward  most  of  this  time, 
and  contributed  largely  to  the  maintenance  and 
advancement  of  the  society.  Political!}',  he  was 
strongly  Republican.  In  his  famil}'  he  was  kind, 
generous  and  indulgent,  and  in  the  community  no 
man  was  held  in  higher  esteem. 

The  death  of  Mr.  McDowell  occurred  under  very 
painful  circumstances.  In  December,  1879,  he  was 
greatly  injured  by  a  runaway  team,  and  suffered  a 
fracture  of  one  of  his  limbs,  which  resulted  in  his 
death  five  weeks  later,  Jan.  12,  1880.  The  be- 
reaved family  included  his  widow  and  five  children. 
Of  the  latter  the  eldest  son,  Jason  L.,  married  Miss 
Florence  Wilson,  and  is  a  resident  of  Kansas;  John 
W.  married  Miss  Luella  Tanner;  Sarah  J.  is  the 
wife  of  Hiel  Ramsey ;  Grant  Y'ates  and  Lillie  E.  are 
unmarried  and  at  home  with  their  mother. 

Mrs.  McDowell's  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Will- 
iams) Wilson,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the 
father  of  English  and  the  mother  of  German  ances- 
tr}'.  John  Wilson  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and 
died  in  Carroll  Count}',  Ind.,  in  1843,  aged  fifty- 
two  years.  The  mother  had  died  in  1829,  leaving 
seven  children,  namely,  Isaac,  Sarah,  Rachel, 
Thomas,  J.acob,  Frances  and  William.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  McDowell,  his  son  assisted  in  the  ad- 
justment of  the  estate  and  the  carrying  on  of  the 
farm;  this  included  a  tile  manufactory,  from 
which  each  year  is  derived  a  fine  revenue.  The 
land  is  mostly  devoted  to  pasture,  and  the  raising 
of  grain  and  hay  for  the  consumption  of  the  fine 
stock  which  is  raised  upon  it.  This  includes  En- 
glish and  Norman  horses,  which  are  held  for  sale  at 
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Avoca.  Grant  INIeDowell  has  inherited  largely  the 
business  capacities  of  his  father,  and  will  keep  up 
the  reputation  of  the  estate  in  the  same  admirable 
manner  as  he  who  projected  and  established  it.  He 
is  a  strong  Keiniblican,  political!}',  and  bids  fair 
to  become  prominent  in  the  local  affairs  of  his 
township. 

ENRY  J.  DeMOSS.  who  ranks  among  the 
pioneers  of  Avoca  Township,  began  life 
among  the  hills  of  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1830.  His  parents, 
James  and  Margaret  (Nace)  DeMoss,  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  Buckej-e  -State,  the  father  of  French 
ancestry  and  the  mother  of  German.  His  paternal 
grandfather.  James  UeJIoss,  Jr.,  was  born  in  France, 
and  when  a  child  two  years  of  age  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  the  United  States,  where  tliej- settled 
near  the  town  of  Cicero,  Ind.  Ten  years  later 
they  came  to  this  county,  arriving  in  the  spring  of 
1840.  Thej-  located  about  six  miles  southeast  of 
Pontiac,  and  from  there,  a  few  3-ears  later,  removed 
to  a  point  one  mile  north  of  the  old  town  site  of 
Avoca,  where  the  father  of  our  subject  passed  his 
last  year.-  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel  Street. 
The  death  of  James  DeMoss  took  place  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  and  that  of  his  wife  eleven  j-ears 
later.  Their  household  included  eleven  cliildren, 
of  whom  the  following  survive,  namel3\  Henry  J., 
of  our  sketch;  John,  a  resident  of  Highland 
County,  Ohio:  Alexander,  who  is  farming  in  In- 
dian Grove  Township,  this  county;  Eleander,  of 
Sumner  Countj',  Kan.;  Maria,  the  wife  of  Daniel 
.Street,  of  Avoca  Township,  and  Emma,  Mrs.  Wiley 
Sparks,  also  of  Avoca  Township. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  millwright,  a 
trade  which  he  followed  all  his  life,  allowing  his 
bo5's  to  do  most  of  the  farming.  He  put  up  the 
machinery  in  the  first  mill  built  at  Pontiac,  and 
built  the  seats^of  tiie  first  court-house  there.  He 
po.ssessed  great  enei-gy,  and  was  a  man  of  integrity 
and  one  in  whom  the  jjcople  had  entire  confid^ce. 
In  hir-  death  Livingston  County  lost  one  of  her 
most  worth}-  pioneers  and  public-spirited  citizens. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  this  county,  receiving  the  meager  advan- 


tages of  its  common  schools.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  his  marriage,  which  took 
place  in  tlie  spring  of  1851,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Mary  J.  Popejo^s  who  was  born  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  Ind.,  Sept.  27,  1832.  Mrs.  DeMoss  is  the 
daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Gregory)  Popejoy, 
natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  When 
six  weeks  old  she  was  brought  by  her  parents 
to  this  county  during  its  early  settlement.  They 
resided  for  two  j'ears  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Philip  Rollins  east  of  Pontiac,  and  thence  removed 
to  section  25,  in  Avoca  Township,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1846,  and  the  father  the  j'ear  fol- 
lowing. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeMoss,  six  in 
number,  were  named  respectively,  Levi  L.,  Theo- 
dore M.,  Edward  W.,  Henry  B. ;  Margaret  M.,  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Carter,  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Township, 
and  Isadora,  Mrs.  Edward  Skinner,  of  the  same 
township.  Mrs.  DejMoss  was  the  fourth  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  namely,  John 
W,,  Theodore  M.,  Hiram  G.  and  Mary  J. 

The  property  of  our  subject  includes  106  acres 
of  good  land  with  a  comfortable  residen(ie  and  all 
other  suitable  farm  buildings.  He  has  been  prin- 
cipally employed  in  attending  to  his  own  concerns, 
and  has,  therefore,  uniformly  met  with  success  in 
his  farming  and  business  affairs.  He  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  jiarty,  and  has  served 
as  School  Director  in  his  district  several  years. 
He  also  occupied  the  same  position  while  in  Pleas- 
ant Ridge  Township. 

BRAHAM  H.  STATES,  a  resident  of  this 
(O^/tJI!  county  for  the  past  nine  years,  is  carrj'ing 
on  the  manufacture  of  tile  at  Long  Point, 
where  he  has  all  the  buildings  and  machinery 
necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  this  in- 
dustry. He  probably  operates  on  a  larger  scale 
than  any  other  gentleman  in  this  section,  and  turns 
out  an  excellent  product  which  obtains  read}'  sale 
throughout  the  county  and  elsewhere.  His  factory 
buildings  and  his  residence,  with  its  surroundings, 
occupy  nearly  six  acres  of  ground.  The  dwelling- 
is  a  neat  and  substantial  structure,  and  with  its  out- 
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buildings  forms  a  complete  home,  which  in  all  its 
appointments  suggests  the  outla}'  of  ample  means 
and  the  exercise  of  refined  tastes. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Ann 
(Krews)  States,  was  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
Jan.  19,1833.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation;  the  mother  died  early  in  life,  in  1831), 
when  our  subject  was  a  lad  but  six  years  of  age. 
He  was  afterward  taken  to  Maryland  to  live  with 
an  uncle,  with  whom  he  made  his  home  five  years, 
and  then,  on  account  of  ill-usage,  ran  away  and 
went  to  sea.  He  was  a  sailor  for  twelve  years 
thereafter;  has  twice  crossed  the  ocean,  and  been 
the  witness  of  strange  sights  and  strange  peoples, 
thereby  gaining  a  rich  experience  and  a  close  in- 
sight into  the  manners  and  customs  of  people  in 
various  portions  of  the  globe. 

After  Mr.  States  had  resolved  to  settle  down  on 
terra  firma,  he  first  located  in  Ohio,  where,  in  1856, 
he  became  a  resident  of  Clinton  Coynty.  He  there 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Louisa  Johnston, 
the  result  of  which  was  his  marriage,  Oct.  27, 
1857.  Mrs.  States  is  the  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Jemima  Johnston,  and  was  born  in  January, 
1838.  The  young  people  began  life  together  in 
Libert}',  where  they  remained  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  war.  So(>n  after  the  first  call  for  volun- 
teer troops,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company'  B, 
149th  Ohio  National  Guards,  being  stationed  for  a 
time  at  Ft.^McHenrj',  Baltimore,  and  thereafter  go- 
ing to  the  front.  He  was  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
erick, Md.,  and  at  Charleston,  and  in  the  engage- 
meut  at  Frederick,  Aug.  17,  1864,  was  captured  by 
the  rebels.  Four  days  later,  however,  he  made 
his  escape  by  crawling  into  a  ditch,  and  secreting 
himself  until  they  took  their  departure  from  that 
region.  He  was  ten  daj-s  in  reaching  his  regiment 
which  was  quartered  at  Snickers'  Gap,  and  in  the 
meantime  was  kept  alive  by  the  kindness  of  negroes 
who  supplied  him  with  food.  The  leaden  bullets 
afterward  whizzed  by  his  ears  at  Strasburg,  Va., 
but  he  escaped  unharmed  and  received  his  honor- 
able discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  States  lo- 
cated in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged  for  a 
time   in  the   manufacture  of  tile   and  brick,  when 


he  came  to  this  county  in  1878.  To  himself  and 
his  estimable  lady  have  been  born  the  following- 
named  children:  Stephen  E.,  a  stenographer  and 
type- writer  in  the  ofHce  of  the  S.  F.  R.  R.  at  Strea- 
tor;  Amie  L.,  wife  of  Daniel  Mills,  formerly  of 
Long  Point,  and  the  mother  of  two  children — Roy 
and  Glenn;  they  are  now  residents  of  Barton 
County,  Mo.  Louis  A.,  an  engineer  and  machinist, 
makes  his  home  with  his  parents.  The  younger  ones 
are  Marj'  A.,  George  E.,  Maude  S.  and  Aerl  H. 

Mr.  States  with  his  wife  and  their  two  eldest 
daughters  and  one  son,  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Christian  Church  at  Long  Point. 
Mr.  S.,  politically,  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  mem- 
bers of  the  Republican  party,  and  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  success  of  the  prohibition  movement. 
He  possesses  all  the  elements  of  good  citizenship, 
and  has  contributed  no  little  toward  building  up 
the  business  interests  of  his  community. 


^^-^ 
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AMUEL  SCHLOSSEK.  Illinois  is  indebted 
for  her  grand  and  rapid  development  very 
much  to  natives  of  Penns^ivania,  who  had 
the  courage  to  settle  here  while  it  was  a 
wilderness  inhabited  bj'  Indians.  Wherever  a  nu- 
cleus of  Pennsylvanians  were  gathered  the  country 
has  been  made  to  approach  very  near  to  perfection, 
so  far  as  improvement  i.if  the  land  and  its  cultivation 
is  concerned. 

Although  the  subject  of  this  sketch  did  not  be- 
come a  citizen  of  Illinois  while  yet  the  Indians 
held  possession  of  a  large  ])art  of  the  State,  he  be- 
came a  citizen  early  enough  to  be  a  pioneer  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  He  was  born  on  the  6th 
of  September,  1820,  in  Adams  Count\%  Pa.,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Schlosser,  also  na- 
tives of  that  State.  The  grandfather,  Conrad 
Schlosser,  was  a  soldier  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tionary army  and  fought  under  Gen.  Wasliiugton. 
The  grandfather  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Schlos- 
ser family  in  America,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolutionary  War  he  settled  in  Adams  County, 
Pa.,  and  afterward  in  his  declining  years  removed 
to  Preble  County,  Ohio,  where  he  died.  There 
were  born  to  John  and  Mary  .Schlosser  seven  chil- 
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dren,  four  of  whom  are  living — Moses,  Jonas,  Sam- 
uel and  John.  The  parents  were  pioneers  of  Preble 
County.  Ohio,  where  the}'  both  died. 

Mr.  Schlosscr  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  Preble 
Count\-,  attending  the  district  schools  as  opportu- 
nity permitted,  and  succeeded  in  securing  an 
average  education.  He  was  married,  on  the  IGth 
of  May,  1839,  to  Eliza  Ebersult,  who  was  a  native 
of  Ohio.  To  them  eight  children  have  been  born, 
five  of  whom  are  living,  as  follows :  Elijah ;  Sarah, 
wife  of  James  McCoy:  Thomas;  Jlary,  Mrs.  Eben- 
ezer  Colkius,  and  Emeline,  Mrs.  AVilber  Tallman. 

Mr.  Schlosser  came  to  Livingston  Count}'  in 
1854  fHid  settled  in  Pontiac  Township,  where  he 
still  resides  on  section  6.  His  excellent  farm  con- 
sists of  1-26  acres,  and  is  cultivated  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  produce  very  remunerative  crops.  What- 
ever Mr.  Schlosser  can  call  his  own  has  been 
secured  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  His  polit- 
ical proclivities  are  Republican,  and  he  gives  the 
men  and  measures  of  that  party  a  cordial  support. 
He  is  liberal  in  his  views  on  all  questions  of  local 
concern,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  everything 
that  will  benefit  and  elevate  the  members  of  the 
community. 


^^^RS.  ELIZABETH  (KOMER)  EROBISCH, 
who  resides  on  a  farm  on  section  31, 
Rook's  Creek  Township,  was  born  near 
Bern,  Switzerland,  on  the  1 4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1824.  The  canton  of  Bern,  in  which  she 
was  born,  is  the  most  populous  in  the  Confedera- 
tion, and  the  city  of  Bern,  near  which  her  birth- 
place lies,  is  the  finest  in  all  Switzerland,  and  one 
of  the  most  handsome  cities  in  Europe.  It  is  built 
entirely  of  freestone,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  ar- 
cades formed  liy  the  houses  in  all  its  principal 
streets,  and  for  its  numerous  fountains,  many  of 
which  are  orMatnciilcd  with  curious  sculjjture.  It 
has  a  Gothic  cathedral,  a  university,  an  observa- 
tory, a  public  library,  a  museum,  an  arsenal  ajid  a 
mint.  In  all  its  aspects  it  is  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting of  European  cities. 

Mrs.  Frobisch  is  the  daughter  of   John   Komer 
and   Elizabeth    (Matthias)   Komer,    the   youngest 


of  their  five  children ;  her  sisters  and  brothers 
are  Barbara,  John,  Farina  (now  called  Fannie)  and 
Mary.  Barbara  was  married  twice,  her  first  hus- 
band being  George  Cook,  and  her  second  John  G. 
Frobisch;  she  lives  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio.  John 
married  Susan  Gosser,  and  lives  in  Belmont  County, 
Ohio;  they  ai-e  the  parents  of  four  children.  Fan- 
nie married  Jacob  Steiner,  and  lives  in  Butler 
County,  Pa. ;  she  has  nine  children.  Mary  married 
John  G.  Frobisch,  and  had  one  child,  AVilliam. 
who  has  been  twice  married  and  lives  in  Monroe 
County,  Ohio;  she  died  in  Ohio  in  1862. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Frobisch  came  to  this  country  with 
her  parents  in  1831,  and  settled  in  Belmont  County, 
Ohio.  She  was  married,  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  to 
John  M.  Frobisch  on  the  1st  of  I^ebruary,  1849,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Holmes  officiating.  There  they  farmed 
until  1863,  when  they  moved  to  Marshall  County, 
111.,  where  they  lived  about  five  years  and  then 
moved  to  Livingston  County,  and  bought  a  half 
section  of  laud  on  which  she  now  lives,  with 
those  of  her  children  who  are  not  married.  Her 
father  was  born  in  1776;  her  jnother  in  1786.  Both 
died  in  1861.  John  M.  Frobisch,  the  husband  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  November,  1823,  and  died 
Oct.  24,  1869.  He  was  born  in  Saxony,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  he  was  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  father  was  John  G. 
Frobisch,  who  made  two  visits  to  this  country,  but 
died  in  Saxony. 

Mrs.  Frobisch  is  the  mother  of  a  large  family,  as 
follows:  Mary  R.,  born  Nov.  5,  1849,  in  Monroe 
County,  Ohio,  is  unmarried  and  lives  with  her 
mother;  James,  born  Jan.  16,  1851,  in  Monroe 
County,  Ohio,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Caro- 
line Pampel,  April  1,  1874,  lives  in  Livingston 
County,  and  has  six  children  living;  George, 
born  Aug.  8,  1853,  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  is 
unmarried  and  lives  in  Colorado;  Michael,  born  on 
the  5th  of  April,  1855,  died  on  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1881,  in  Adair  County,  Iowa;  Fannie,  born 
Feb.  4,  1857,  married  George  W.  Anderson,  Fel). 
10,  1878,  lives  in  Pike  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  has  three  cliildren;  Louis,  born  March 
25,  1859,  is  single  and  lives  at  home;  Charlotte, 
born  April  2,  1860,  married  Lucas  H.  Brown  on 
the  29th  of  September,  1882,  lives  in  Rook's  Creek 
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Township,  and  has  two  children ;  Jacob,  horn  Feb. 
10,1862;  John,  born  March  10,  1864,  in  Marshall 
County.  111.;  Edward,  born  Oct.  24,  1866,  in  Mar- 
shall County,  111.  The  last  three  mentioned  are 
living'  at  home. 

The  religious  belief  of  the  ancestors  of  Mrs. 
Frobisch  was  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  in  later  life  her  brother  was  a 
Presbyterian  and  her  mother  became  a  Methodist. 
The  children  differ  in  their  religious  belief,  and  all 
the  political  parties  are  represented  among  the 
boys. 


^^EORGE  B.  KOONTZ,  a  most  thorough  and 
III  (— ,  skillful  young  farmer  of  Reading  Township, 
^^j)  owns  one  of  the  best  conducted  farms  in 
that  locality,  consisting  of  eighty  acres  on  section  7. 
This  he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  has  a  beautiful  residence,  flanked  by  a  good 
barn  and  other  convenient  out-buildings.  He  keeps 
a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock,  and  his  farm 
machinery  comprises  implements  of  the  latest  im- 
proved pattern.  In  connection  with  his  farming 
operations  he  runs  a  threshing-machine,  and  is  a 
wide-awake  business  man,  always  willing  to  add  to 
his  income  either  by  downright  hard  labor  or  anj' 
other  honest  means.     He  is  unmarried. 

Mr.  Koontz  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  March  3,  1 862  ;  he  is  the  son  of  J. 
C.  and  Martha  (Weaver)  Koontz,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  Keystone  State.  The  father  was  born 
in  1830,  and  came  to  the  West  in  1866.  His  death 
took  place  in  La  Salle  County  in  1881,  in  a  most 
distressing  manner,  he  being  run  over  bj'  a  train 
of  cars.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Blary  Jane  (Dougherty)  Weaver, 
and  became  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Koontz  June  23, 
1857. 

The  parental  household  included  the  following 
children:  Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  A.  Cossel,  is 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  and  now  a  resident  of 
Reading  Township;  Susan,  who  has  been  twice 
married,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  McGraw, 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  a  machinist  and  foreman 
in  a  car  manufactorj-;  Martha  is  the  mother  of  our 
subject;  Sarah  married  Jacob  Chain,  a  stock  dealer 
4*  


of  Collinsville,  Pa.,  who  is  now  deceased ;  Albert 
died  in  Ottawa,  La  Salle  Co.,  111.,  Nov.  18,  1866, 
when  a  j'oung  man  twenty-three  years  of  age; 
Nicholas,  a  resident  of  Cloud  County,  Kan.,  is  mar- 
ried and  the  father  of  five  children :  Rebecca,  the 
twin  sister  of  Nicholas,  lives  in  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Mary  Jane  Weaver  died  in  1852,  and  Mr.  W.  was 
married  again  and  became  the  father  of  two  more 
children.  To  J.  C.  and  Martha  Koontz  there 
were  born  seven  children:  William,  born  July  24, 
1859,  died  in  this  county  Nov.  7,  1875:  George  B. 
is  our  subject;  A.  Weaver,  born  Aug.  30,  1866,  is 
farming  in  Buena  Vista  County,  Iowa;  Charles  was 
born  Nov.  10,  1868;  Lura,  Sept.  6,  1871;  Harry, 
Dec.  20,  1874,  and  Grace,  June  23,  1880.  These 
remain  at  home  with  their  mother. 

Our  subject,  although  a  public-spirited  citizen, 
takes  very  little  part  in  politics,  further  than  to  at- 
tend the  general  elections  and  cast  his  vote  in  sup- 
port of  Democratic  principles. 


Ij^^  ERRITT  R.  SWARNER,  an  energetic  and 
/V\V  enterprising  stock  farmer,  who  operates 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  New- 
town Township,  is  a  native  of  Indiana, 
and  was  born  in  Warreu  C'ount3-  on  the  11th  of 
December,  1855.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Rebecca  (Spinning)  Swarner,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  13,  1826,  and 
went  to  Indiana  in  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry 
Swarner,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1793.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Spinning,  and  w.as  born  in  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1827.  They 
were  married  in  the  latter-named  State  on  the  (ith 
of  December,  1849.  In  1851  the  father  took  a 
trip  to  California,  and  was  gone  about  one  year. 
He  went  by  the  overland  route  across  the  plains, 
and  returned  on  a  vessel  by  the  way  of  New  York 
City.        . 

To  William  and  Rebecca  Swarner  wore  born  nine 
children:  Mary  E.,  born  Aug.  30,  1850,  married 
E.  C.  Campbell,  and  lives  in  Iowa;  Charles  H., 
born  April  15,  1853,  lives  in  Holt  County,  Neb.; 
Haines,  born  Jan.  20,  1854,  died  in  infancy ;  Mer 
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ritt  R.  is  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  Sarah  A.,  born 
Sept.  1,  1857,  is  the  wife  of  Virgil  AValclrou,  and 
lives  iu  Blackstone,  this  count}-;  William  E.,  born 
Sept.  18,  1859,  resides  in  Colorado;  Milton  F.. 
born  Oct.  20,  1861,  lives  in  Livingston  County; 
John  L.,  born  Nov.  29,  18C3,  lives  in  Nebraska; 
Frank,  born  May  18,  1866,  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  and  mother  now  reside  on  the  home  place 
with  our  subject;  both  belong  to  the  Christian 
Church,  and  are  sincere  and  earnest  in  their  re- 
ligious professions.  The  father  came  to  Illinois 
from  Indiana  in  1868,  and  located  in  this  township, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  resided  all  his 
life  and  where  he  received  his  education. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  1881,  Merritt  R.  Swarner 
was  married  to  Miss  Addie  Applegate,  the  cere- 
mon}-  being-  performed  by  Rev.  R.  Dunlevey. 
Thej-  have  had  one  child,  named  Elma  M.,  who 
was  born  April  11,  1883.  Although  Mr.  Swarner 
is  yet  a  j-oung  man  he  has  made  excellent  progress 
in  his  business,  and  stands  to-day  as  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  fanners  and  stock-raisers  of 
Newtown  Township.  The  farm  is  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  is  well  fenced  and  drained, 
and  is  above  the  aver.age  in  productiveness. 


E  WITT  C.  STOCKHAM.  "Peace  hath  its 
victories  no  less  renowned  than  war," 
and  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  achieved 
victories  both  as  a  private  citizen  in  peace 
and  as  the  valiant  soldier  in  war.  Cne  of  the  por- 
tions of  this  sketch  of  which  our  subject  can  justly 
feel  proud,  is  that  which  records  the  part  he  took 
in  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  and 
which  resulted,  not  onl}'  in  maintaining  the  Union 
intact,  but  in  destroying  tlie  curse  of  human  slav- 
ery in  this  Republic. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  model  farmer  and 
.stock-raiser  on  section  30,  Avoca  Township,  is  a 
native  of  LaSalle  County,  III.,  and  was  born  on  the 
5th  of  June,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  Stock- 
ham,  a  native  of  Lake  Count}',  Oliio.  His  mother 
died  when  lie  was  but  eighteen  iiKHitlis  old.  His 
great-grandfather  was  of  Welsh  descent,  and  lived 
to  the  extraordinai-y  age  of  one  hundred  and  six 


years.  The  father  of  our  subject  settled  in  LaSalle 
Count}-  iu  1826,  being  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
that  county,  and  there  resided  until  1861,  when  he 
removed  to  Nebraska,  and  soon  after  died. 

DeWitt  C.  Stockham  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood in  LaSalle  County,  and  in  the  common  schools 
obtained  what  education  he  could.  When  about 
tvventy  years  of  age  the  war  between  the  States  of 
the  Union  was  inaugurated  by  the  secession  of 
nearly  all  the  Southern  States.  On  the  29th  of 
August,  1861,  when  the  people  began  to  realize 
that  the  war  would  be  a  long  one,  and  the  struggle 
between  the  North  and  the  South  a  desperate  one, 
young  Stockham  saw  that  his  duty  lay  in  the 
direction  of  the  army.  He  enlisted  in  Company 
K,  8th  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  faithfully  and 
honorably  until  every  soldier  of  the  Confederate 
army  was  either  killed  or  surrendered  as  a  prisoner 
of  war.  During  his  term  of  service  he  was  mostly 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  participated  in 
all  those  campaigns  which  have  become  as  world 
famous  as  the  campaigns  of  Napoleon.  The  list  of 
engagements  in  which  his  regiment  participated 
shows  at  once  the  proud  position  it  occupies  in  the 
history  of  the  grand  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The 
list  is  as  follows:  Malvern  Hill, Gettysburg  (which 
battle  was  opened  by  his  regiment,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  being  one  of  the  front  line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  the  beginning  of  the  battle),  Antietam, 
Sharpsburg,  the  noted  cavalry  fight  at  Fredericks- 
burg, and  many  others  of  equal  m.aguitude  in  the 
luunber  of  men  engaged  and  lives  lost.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  July  18,  1865,  and  imme- 
diately after  returned  to  Illinois,  when  iu  the  win- 
ter following  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  and 
settled  in  Avoca  Township  shortly  after.  He  now 
owns  a  good  farm  of  120  acres  of  well-improved 
land. 

Mr.  Stockham  was  married  in  Fairbury,  on  the 
12th  of  March,  1868,  to  Sarah  J.  Zook,  a  native  of 
Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  born  May  28,  1840. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Clarissa 
Zook, 'natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  re- 
spectively, both  of  whom  are  dead.  They  have 
two  children:  Thomas  E.,  born  Dec.  31,  1872,  and 
Edward,  Dec.  21,  1877.  Mr.  Stockham  is  a  Re- 
publican in  iwlitics,  and  through  the  respect  of  his 
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fellow  members  of  that  party,  and  the  citizens 
generally,  he  was  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years 
as  Road  Supervisor  of  his  district,  and  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  School  Director,  for 
which  position  he  is  peculiarly  fitted,  on  account 
of  his  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools.  He 
is  a  self-made  man,  and  whatever  he  possesses  of 
this  world's  goods  has  come  to  him  as  the  result 
of  industry,  perseverance  and  good  m.inagement. 
He  is  a  inember  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  engages  actively  in  church  work,  having 
served  as  Sunday-school  Superintendent  and  Class- 
Leader  for  a  considerable  time.  AVhatever  has 
a  tendency  to  better  the  condition  of  the  com- 
munity or  forward  the  progress  of  the  county  and 
township,  meets  with  his  warmest  approval  and 
support. 

ERNHARD  STROBEL.  Among  the  many 
citizens  of  Livingston  Countj'  who  have 
been  contributed  by  Germany,  none  stands 
fairer  in  reputation,  nor  has  been  more  suc- 
cessful for  the  opportunities  enjoj'ed  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  on  section  19, 
in  Avoca  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  born  on  the  20th  of  August,  1820, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Laura  Strobel,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Germany.  Of  the  five  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents  the  following  named  are 
now  living:  George,  in  Germanj';  Clara  and  Bern- 
hard.  The  last  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  received,  as  do  most  of  the  chil- 
dren of  that  country,  a  good  education  in  his  na- 
tive language.  In  1850,  at  the  age  of  thirty',  he 
concluded  to  emigrate  to  America,  and  after  land- 
ing in  New  York,  proceeded  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where,  for  nearly  eight  years,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  iron-ore  mines,  in  which  occupation 
he  earned  the  money  which  gave  him  his  start  in 
this  country. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1855,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Theresa  Miller,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many on  the  25th  of  February,  1825.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Sebastian  and  Victoria  Miller,  both  of 
whom  were  German  by    birth.     Her    parents    had 


seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living:  Anthony, 
in  Baltimore,  Md.;  Theresa;  Pauline,  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Livingston  County;  Min- 
nie, wife  of  W.  W.  Wagner,  of  Eppard's  Point 
Township,  also  a  teacher;  Maggie,  a  public-school 
teacher;  Emma,  at  present  attending  the  Normal 
School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind. 

In  the  spring  of  1857,  with  his  family,  Mr.  Stro- 
bel came  to  Livingston  Counly  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  which  consists  of  ninety  acres,  eighty 
of  which  are  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
on  which  he  has  erected  appropriate  buildings  for 
the  comfort  of  his  familj',  the  protection  of  the 
products  of  the  farm  and  shelter  of  domestic  ani- 
mals. He  is  eminently  a  self-made  man,  as  what- 
ever he  has  accumulated  has  been  through  his  own 
industry,  perseverance  and  economy.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  does  what  he  can  in  a 
humble  way  to  further  the  interests  of  his  party. 
For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  served  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  Director  of  Schools,  and  in  that  position 
has  done  much  to  elevate  the  educational  standard 
of  his  district.  He  has  always  been  a  friend  of 
educational  interests,  and  believes  in  the  most  lib- 
eral management  of  the  schools.  He  and  his  wife 
are  both  members  ot  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are 
constant  in  their  devotion.  They  are  honored 
members  of  society,  and  enjoy  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community  in  which  they  re- 
side. 

ETER  FOTHERINGHAM.  This  enter- 
terprising  young  farmer  of  Union  Town- 
ship is  starting  out  in  life  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices.  He  is  tlie  only  son 
of  a  prosperous  citizen,  and  the  owner  of  a  fine 
tract  of  land  given  him  bj^  his  father.  This  is 
located  on  section  14,  and  is  embellished  with  a 
neat  residence,  a  good  barn  and  other  out-build- 
iugs.  Mr.  F.  was  reared  to  habits  of  industrj-, 
and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  future  agricultur- 
ists of  this  section,  who  is  bound  to  make  his  mark. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  LaSalle  Countj',  this 
State,  Dec.  6,  1857,  and  is  the  eldest  of  two 
children,  the  offspring  of  David  and  Alice  (Scott) 
Fotheringham,   natives  of   Scotland.      They   emi- 
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grated  to  Aiueiica  in  1851.  settling  nt  once  on  a 
tract  of  land  in  La  Salle  Count}',  where  the  father 
opened  up  a  good  farm,  and  where  they  still  re- 
side. The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Peter  and  Marion  (Anderson)  Fotheringham, 
also  of  Scotch  birth  and  parentage,  who  spent  their 
entire  lives  upon  their  native  soil.  On  the 
mother's  side  his  grandparents  were  James  and 
Mary  (Atchison)  Scott,  of  the  same  country,  where 
they  lived  and  died,  and  the  m.ale  members  of 
which  family  were  for  generations  back  tillers  of 
the  soil.  David  Fotheringham  is  largely  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  possesses  all  the 
substanti.il  and  reliable  traits  of  his  ancestors. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boj'hood  and  youth  after 
the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  becoming  famil- 
iar with  the  various  emploj'ments  of  rural  life  and 
receiving  his  education  in  the  district  school.  He 
continued  under  the  home  roof  until  twenty-seven 
j-ears  of  age,  and  then,  as  a  first  step  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  home  of  bis  own,  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Wjilie.  the  wedding  tak- 
ing place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Union 
Township.  March  7,  1884. 

Mrs.  Fotheringham  was  born  in  La  Salle  County, 
Sept.  3,  18G4,  and  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of 
six  children  belonging  to  John  and  M.argaret 
(Hamilton)  Wyllie.  Her  jjarents  were  also  natives  of 
.Scotland,  and  are  numbered  among  the  well-to-do 
and  reliable  citizens  of  this  count}'.  Their  names 
will  be  found  as  subjects  of  a  biograiihy  pre- 
>cntcd  elsewhere  in  this  Alium. 

Our  subject  and  wife  began  life  together  upon 
tlie  farm  where  thej'  now  live,  and  in  addition  to 
the  quarter  section  here,  Mr.  Fotheringham  oper- 
ates eighty  acres  belonging  to  his  wife.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
a  son,  David  H.,  who  came  to  the  household  Sept.  1 8, 
1887.  Mr.  F.  votes  with  the  Republican  party 
although  not  particularl}'  interested  in  political 
matters.  He  is  willing,  however,  to  give  his  at- 
tention to  important  matters  respecting  the  welfare 
of  his  community,  and  has  consented  to  serve  as 
•School  Trustee  in  his  district.  He  takes  pride  in 
his  farm  and  stock,  and  his  homestead  forms  one 
of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the;  landscape  of 
Union  Township. 


ViJOHN  N.  WOLF.  Following  is  given  a 
brief  sketch  of  a  representati  ve  of  a  class  of 
foreign-born  citizens  who  brought  the  thrift 
and  energ3%  which  were  their  only  heritage 
in  their  native  land,  to  this  country  of  great  possi- 
bilities, .and  have  accomplished  so  much  under  the 
influence  of  the  institutions  of  America.  This 
gentleman,  besides  coming  to  a  country  where  the 
language  and  customs  were  wholly  different  from 
those  of  his  native  land,  was  deprived  of  the  ten- 
der attentions  and  care  of  parents  in  his  youth. 
Thus  early  left  dependent  upon  his  own  resources, 
he  has  made  a  gallant  struggle,  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  record  in  this  Album,  which  contains  the  biog- 
raphies of  so  man}'  of  the  good  people  of  Living- 
ston Country,  the  events  which  have  led  up  to  his 
success. 

Mr.  Wolf  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section 
IG,  Owego  Township,  and  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  28th  of  March,  1829. 
When  eight  years  of  age  he  became  an  orphan,  and 
was  earlj'  thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  His  ed- 
ucation was  obtained  in  his  native  country,  and  in 
his  n.itive  language,  and  included  all  the  ordinary 
branches  taught.  In  his  younger  days  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  cooper  for  a  time.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-seven,  in  the  year  1856,  he  emi- 
grated to  America,  taking  passage  at  Bremen  in  a 
sailing-vessel,  and  after  an  exceedingly  rough  voy- 
age of  forty-two  days,  landed  in  New  York  City. 
He  did  not  linger  there,  but  proceeded  at  once  to 
the  West  and  located  near  Peru,  La  Salle  Co., 
111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  1864,  in 
which  year  he  settled  in  Livingston  County,  locat- 
ing on  the  farm  he  at  present  occupies  on  section 
16,  Owego  Township.  He  first  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  improved,  and  which  is  now- 
one  of  the  model  farms  of  the  township. 

In  October,  185G,  Mr.  Wolf  was  married  to  Mar- 
garet Ai)el.  a  native  of  Germany,  who  was  born  on 
the  20tli  of  January,  1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Hcnr}'  and  Christina  Apel,  with  whom  she  came  to 
America  in  1857.  To  them  have  been  born  eleven 
children,  ten  of  whom  are  living:  Henry;  William; 
Charlotte,  Mrs.  W.  Ellis;  Minnie,  Mrs.  Robert  Al- 
geo;  John;  Gustena;  Christopher;  Mary;  Eliza- 
beth and  Clara.     The  name  of  the  deceased    child 
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was  Michael.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  an  Elder.  They  both  take  an  active  interest  in 
church  matters,  and  are  generous  in  their  contri- 
butions to  aid  and  encourage  all  moral  and  relig- 
ious agencies.  Mr.  Wolf  acts  with  the  Democratic 
part^',  but  is  not  an  active  politician.  For  several 
years  he  served  as  a  School  Director,  and  whether 
as  an  officer  or  a  citizen,  takes  great  interest  in  ed- 
ucational matters.  He  is  a  progressive  man  in  his 
ideas,  and  a  citizen  of  which  any  township  maj' 
well  be  proud. 


^^EORGEW.  PATTON,  .ittonicy  .it  hnv,  of 
III  (— ,  the  firm  of  Strawn  &  Patton.  located  at  Pon- 
^^4)  tiac,  in  1883  moved  from  Fairbury  to  Pon- 
tiac,  and  at  once  became  associated  with  his  pres- 
ent ijartner.  The  partnership  has  proved  a  very  sat- 
isfactory one,  and  abnost  immediately  the  firm  took 
a  front  rank  in  the  profession,  as  represented  in  this 
county.  Mr.  Patton  possesses  those  qualities  of 
mind  which  eminently  fit  him  for  the  business  he  has 
so  aptly  chosen  for  a  life  calling,  and  within  the 
comparatively  short  time  since  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  has  secured  for  clients  some  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens  of  this  county,  and  largest  coriio- 
rations  of  the  State.  He  is  a  close  student,  care- 
fully looks  UJ1  his  cases,  and  works  conscientiously 
and  with  all  his  ability  in  the  interest  of  liis  client. 
Being  an  excellent  judge  of  human  nature  he  is  sel- 
dom placed  at  a  disadvantage  in  any  legal  contest  in 
this  essential  particular.  He  is  likewise  an  enter- 
prisiug  and  valued  citizen  of  Pontiac,  and  has  the 
interest  of  the  public  at  heart.  Such  men  arc  in- 
vahiable  to  any  commnnity. 

Our  sul)ject  is  a  native  of  Greene  County,  Pa., 
and  is  a  son  of  S.aranel  R.  and  Jane  Patton,  nee 
Haines,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  Samuel 
R.  located  in  Green  Townsliii).  Woodford  Co., 
Ill,  in  1854.  where  he  carried  on  farnu'nu'  success- 
fully for  many  years  and  then  retired  from  active 
labor.  The  paternal  grandfatlier  of  our  subject. 
Rev.  James  Patton.  was  a  native  of  Jlaryland  and 
the  son  of  Rev.  John  Patton  <,)f  tlie  same  State,  a 
direct   descendant   of  Scotcli-Irisli    ancestrv.     Mr. 


Patton's  gTeat-gi'andi)arents  on  the  maternal  side 
were  from  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  Colonial  days,  the  great-grandfather 
serving  six  yeai-s  as  a  soldit'r  under  (ieu.  Wasliing- 
t<  in. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  five  sisters  living — 
Elizabeth  Morris,  LucindaCarns,  Margaret  Edwards, 
Catharine  Barnard  and  Martha  E.  Taylor — and  one 
brother,  John  L.,  a  successful  farmer  and  stockman 
residing  on  the  old  homestead  in  Woodford  County. 
Mr.  Patton  was  reared  on  the  farm  until  he  attained 
to  his  majority,  receiving  a  good  connnon-schof)! 
education,  and  subsequently  attending  the  State 
Normal  University  at  Bloomington  for  three  yearS/ 
Afterward  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  at  Secor 
and  El  Paso.  111.  He  read  law  with  Hay,  Greene  & 
Littler,  at  Springfield,  III.,  and  was  there  admitted  to 
the  bar  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  Patton  was  married,  Sept.  21),  1877,  to  Miss 
Flora  E.  Cook,  a  native  of  AVayne  County,  Ind..  and 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Lucinda  Cook.  They 
have  one  child,  Marie  Patton.  Iioru  July  7.  1883. 
Mr.  Patton  is  a  strong  Reiiublicau  in  politics,  and 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  is  a 
Knight  Templar.  He  is  attorney  for  the  C.  &  A., 
the  I.  C,  and  the  C..  S.  F.  cfe  C.  R.  Rds.,  the  Pontiac 
Union  Coal  Conqiany,  and  also  for  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  Livingst(m  County.  Among  his  rel- 
atives now  living  and  bearing  his  iiatronymic,  there 
are  three  ministers,  t«o  physicians  and  three  lawyers, 
one  of  the  latter  being  now  a  Repidilican  Memlier 
of  CongTCSs  from  Pennsylvania. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  j)resent  the  jiortiait  of  Mr. 
Patton  in  this  work,  knowing  that  it  will  be  highly 
ajipreciated  by  his  many  friends. 


.or 


iT^^  Q.  TANQUARY,  attorney-at-law,  Pontiac. 
I  jj  In  Mr.  Tanquary  we  find  an  excellent  ex- 
li\M^  ample  for  young  men  just  embarking  in  the 
field  of  active  life,  of  what  may  be  accomplished  bj' 
energy,  prudence  and  industry.  He  relied  almost 
entirelj'  upon  his  own  efforts  for  an  education,  and 
up  to  his  seventeenth  'year  had  only  such  ad- 
vantages as  were  offered  by  the  connnon  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  in  which  he  lived.  He  com- 
menced teaching  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  teach- 
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ing  in  the  winter  terms,  and   attending  school  and 
working  on  the  farm  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  native  of  Mar- 
shall County,  111.,  and  the  only  child  of  James  and 
Lucinda  C.  (Watkins)  Tanquary,  natives  of  Ohio, 
who  were  married  in  Marshall  Count}'  in  1853, 
where  N.  Q.  was  born  in  1854.  He  has  two  half- 
brothers,  AVilliam  R.,  and  David  R.,  children  of  his 
mother  b}-  a  former  marriage.  .James'  parents  were 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Shackeford)  Tanquary,  na- 
tives of  Ohio.  The  Tanquarys  are  of  French  de- 
scent; his  great-grandfather  came  from  France  in 
the  early  settlement  of  Maryland  and  took  a  grant 
X)f  land,  partially  surrounded  by  the  Chesapeake 
Bay.  This  land  is  still  known  as  Tanquary's  Neck. 
The  father  of  Lucinda  C.  Watkins  was  David,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  of  Scotch-Irish  desceut,  who  was 
engaged  in  farming.  James  came  to  Illinois  in  1853, 
settling  near  Lacon,  Marshall  Count}-,  and  is  one  of 
the  extensive  farmers  and  substantial  men  of  the 
county.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  he  has  been  a  Class- 
Leader  for  many  years.  In  politics  Mr.  Tanquary 
has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  upon  the  farm 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  attending  the  common  schools  in  his  early- 
youth  when  not  engaged  in  working  on  the  farm. 
He  commenced  teaching  at  a  very  early  age,  at  the 
same  time  studying  law,  beginning  when  in  his 
eighteenth  year.  In  1881  he  took  one  year's  course 
in  the  law  school  of  Iowa  City,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  188-2.  In  the  fall  of  the  following 
year  he  located  at  Pontiac,  Livingston  County,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law.  Like 
his  father  he  Is  a  Republican,  and  in  1885  he  was 
elected  City  Attorney,  and  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term,  the  last  time  being  elected  on  the  Tem- 
perance ticket. 

Mr.  Tanquary  was  married  in  1878  to  Miss  Lil- 
lian Xeal,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Asenith  (Math- 
ews) Neal,  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  Her  an- 
cestors were  Scotch  an<l  came  from  the  mother 
country  earl}'  in  the  .settlement  of  New  Hampshire, 
bringing  with  them  a  grant  to  land,  on  which  land 
they  settled.  Her  great-grandfather  was  born  on 
the  ocean  while  his  parents  were  en  route  for 
4*  


America,  and  was  called  Moses.  Moses  Neal  gave 
his  attention  to  the  studj'  and  practice  of  the  law 
and  took  an  active  part  in  politics;  he  was  for 
thirty  years  Speaker  of  the  House  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Tanquary 
settled  in  Peoria  County  in  1830. 

Mr.  Tanquarj'  has  three  children — Graeie,  Ru- 
berta  and  Neal.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Aside  from  be- 
ing one  of  the  most  successful  attornej's  of  the 
Livingston  County  bar,  our  subject  has  accumu- 
lated considerable  propert}-,  being  mostly  real  estate 
located  in  Livingston  and  Marshall  Counties. 

-^i/"-.— ■eI2J^£/5^-^^■|^•^fe■«-^-S^t'^y^'>^'v^'~- 
'^Y?  ACOB  DOWHOWER,  who  occupies  a  prom- 
inent position  among  the  agriculturists  of 
Livingston  County,  is  comfortably  located 
on  section  "24,  in  Owego  Township,  where  he 
took  up  his  abode  in  the  spi'ing  of  1884.  Here  he 
has  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  and  is  numbered 
among  the  skillful  and  progressive  farmers  of  Cen- 
tral Illinois. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sandusky  Count}',  Ohio, 
May  8,  1 838,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Shire)  Dowhower,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
paternal  ancestors  were  of  German  desceut.  To 
the  parents  of  our  subject  there  was  born  a  large 
family  of  children,  of  whom  but  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely,  Jacob  and  David.  Jacob  was  a  youth 
of  sixteen  years  vvhen  his  parents  removed  from  the 
Buckeye  State  to  Wisconsin,  where  they  resided 
until  about  six  years  ago,  when  they  returned  to 
Ohio,  where  the  mother  departed  this  life  in  1880^ 
and  the  father  in  1881.  Our  subject  upon  coming 
to  Illinois  located  first  in  Bureau  County,  where  he 
resided  until  1867.  Thence  he  removed  to  a  point 
near  Dwight  in  this  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  a  j'ear,  and  after  a  short  sojourn  in  Saune- 
min  Township,  where  he  owned  eighty  acres,  came 
to  Owego,  wliich  he  purposes  making  his  [lermanent 
home. 

Mr.  Dowhower,  while  a  resident  of  Bureau 
County,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza 
Rider,  their  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  in  September,  1861.  Mrs.  Dowhower  was 
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born  in  New  York  State,  July  3,  1844,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Kate  Rider,  who  came  to 
Bureau  County,  this  State,  when  their  daughter 
Eliza  was  a  child  eight  years  of  age.  They  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  region  and  ex- 
perienced all  the  vicissitudes  of  pioneer  life ;  tliey 
are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dowhower  are 
the  parents  of  one  child  only,  a  daughter,  Hattie, 
who  was  born  Feb.  17,  1877.  Our  subject  is  Re- 
publican in  politics  and  has  served  as  Director 
in  School  District  No.  6  for  a  period  of  three 
years.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  I.  0.  O.  F. 
Although  receiving  but  a  limited  education  himself, 
he  stoutly  maintains  that  the  establishment  of  schools 
is  a  matter  which  should  receive  the  first  attention 
of  any  community.  To  this  end  he  has  been  will- 
ing to  give  his  time  and  attention,  and  has  in  other 
directions  indicated  the  bent  of  his  mind  in  regard 
to  the  general  welfare  of  society.  He  and  his  estim- 
able lady  number  their  friends  by  the  score  in 
Owego  Township,  of  which  he  is  destined  to  become 
one  of  the  leading  men.  Mr.  Dowhower  since  com- 
ing to  Livingston  has  been  very  successful  in  all 
his  undertakings,  and  promises  to  be  one  of  Living- 
ston County's  solid  men  in  the  near  future.  In 
religion  he  is  liberal  in  his  views,  attending  and  as- 
sisting all  the  Elvangelical  Churches. 

C|7  INCOLN  HAMLIN  TUTTLE,  farmer  and 
I  ((^j  ^^liool  teacher  of  Rook's  Creek  Township, 
jll—^  owns  and  occupies  a  good  farm  on  section 
20,  and  is  numbered  among  the  wide-awake  and 
representative  men  of  that  locality.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  State,  having  been  born  in  Sparland,  Mar- 
shall County,  Sept.  6,  1860.  Seven  years  later  his 
parents  removed  from  town  to  the  farm  but  he 
pursued  his  education  in  the  Sparland  High  School, 
lacking  one  year  of  finishing  the  full  course. 

Mr.  Tuttle  when"  fourteen  j^ears  of  age  removed 
to  Livingston  County  with  his  parents,  who  lo- 
cated on  a  farm  in  Rook's  Creek  Township,  where 
he  was  employed  in  rural  pursuits  until  1878.  He 
then  entered  the  State  Normal  University,  spending 
several  terms  in  study,  and  upon  returning  home 
prepared  to  follow  the  profession  of  a  teacher.    His 


first  experience  was  in  Pike  Township,  District  No. 
3,  and  he  was  thus  occupied  until  1883,  in  different 
places  in  this  county.  He  then  took  up  the  study 
of  law  in  the  ofllce  of  H.  H.  McDowell,  and  in  due 
time  was  fully  qualified  for  admission  to  the  bar. 
His  inclinations,  however,  lay  in  other  channels,  and 
he  consequently  did  not  apply  for  permission  to 
practice  as  an  attorney.  Mr.  Tuttle  when  a  boy 
nine  years  of  age  met  with  an  accident  which  nearly 
proved  fatal.  While  riding  on  horseback  he  was 
practicing  on  a  peculiar  halter  knot  which  his  father 
had  taught  him,  and  had  fastened  the  strap  about 
his  leg.  The  horse  became  frightened  and  starting 
suddenly  threw  him,  and  dragged  him  through  the 
timber  until  the  strap  was  broken  by  the  horse  go- 
ing on  one  side  of  the  tree  and  throwing  the  boy  the 
otiier  side.  He  was  considered  beyond  recovery 
when  picked  up,  but  under  good  care  he  survived. 
Subsequently,  on  the  21st  of  June,  1887,  while 
endeavoring  to  board  a  moving  train,  he  fell  and 
his  right  femur  bone  was  broken  in  two  places. 
From  this  he  has  recovered  very  slowly. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  four 
children.  The  names  of  the  other  three  are :  Lois 
S.,  born  Feb.  2,  1868;  William  A.,  Aug.  5,  1872; 
Carrie  E.,  Aug.  20,  1875;  the  three  eldest  were 
born  in  Sparland  and  the  youngest  in  this  county. 
The  father,  Samuel  B.  Tuttle,  a  native  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.,  was  born  Feb.  25,  1832,  and  was 
the  youngest  of  his  parents'  family.  When  he  was 
a  mere  child  they  left  the  Empire  State  and  located 
on  a  farm  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.  He  received 
a  good  education,  completing  his  studies  in  Hills- 
dale College,  and  for  ten  years  thereafter  followed 
the  profession  of  a  teacher  in  Michigan,  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana and  Illinois.  In  1856  he  went  to  Kansas,  and 
was  associated  with  John  Brown  in  the  troubles 
brought  on  by  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. This  over,  he  returned  to  Illinois,  locating 
first  in  Peoria,  whence  he  removed  to  Sparland, 
Marshall  County.  In  the  latter  place  he  was  united 
in  marriage  witli  Miss  Emma  Swift,  Dec.  25,  1859. 
Mrs.  Tuttle  was  born  Jan.  20,  1839,  and  like  her 
husband  was  also  a  native  of  New  York  State.  Her 
father.  Philander  Smith,  was  born  Feb.  7,  1800,  and 
married  Miss  Arzilla  Agbert,  born  July  11,  1802. 
They  emigrated  from  New  York  to  Illinois  in  1844, 
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and  located  in  Marshall  County,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Martin  Tuttle,  was  born  near  New  Haven,  Conn., 
in  1788,  and  when  quite  yonng  removed  with  his 
parents  to  New  York  State,  where  he  afterward  en- 
gaged in  lumbering,  and  participated  in  the  War 
of  1812.  He  was  first  assigned  as  a  scout  to  the 
Middle  Division,  and  was  afterward  transferred  to 
the  ^Vesteru  Division  which  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Harrison.  At  the  battle  of  the 
Thames  he  was  appointed  messenger  to  carry 
orders  from  Gen.  Harrison  to  Col.  Johnson,  or- 
dering the  charge  upon-  Tecumseh.  Grandfather 
Tuttle  was  present  at  the  charge  and  witnessed  the 
death  of  the  great  chieftain.  He  married  Miss 
Rhoda  Palmer,  daughter  of  Gideon  Palmer,  of 
Greene  County,  N.  Y.,  whose  family  was  largelj' 
represented  in  that  part  of  tiie  State.  John  Tuttle 
subsequent!  \-  removed  West  to  Michigan  and  served 
as  Sheriff  of  Jlonroe  County  two  terms.  Our  sub- 
ject took  possession  of  his  present  homestead  in 
1875. 


vOHN  SULLIVAN,  since  the  spring  of  1876, 
i  has  been  a  resident  of  Cornell,  where  he 
j  owns  a  snug  home  and  an  acre  of  laud.  He 
/  is  spoken  of  as  an  honest,  energetic,  hard- 
working and  highly  respected  citizen,  and  ranks 
among  the  representative  business  men  of  the 
town.  He  possesses  inventive  genius,  and  has  a 
patent  on  a  novel  wagon-box  catch,  for  which  he 
h.as  refused  the  sum  of  $7,000  from  an  Eastern 
capitalist.  Aside  from  perfecting  his  invention  he 
has  been  principally  engaged  in  blacksmithing. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lucas  County.  Ohio,  in 
18-39,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Dugan) 
vSullivan,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland.  When 
he  was  quite  a  boy,  John  came  to  Michigan  witli 
his  parents,  and  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship 
at  blacksmithing.  He  is  an  expert  workman  and  a 
natural  mechanic,  and  has  worked  at  his  trade  in 
Illinois,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  New  York.  The  wife 
of  *onr  subject  was  formerly  Miss  Phcbe,  daughter 
of  Dennis  and  Wilis  Ileatli.  She  was  born  Oct. 
14,  1844.     They    were    married    in   Oil    City,  Pa., 


July  2,  1865.  After  marriage  they  located  in 
Venango  Countj',  Pa.,  where  Mr.  Sullivan  followed 
his  trade  until  becoming  a  resident  of  Cornell. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  become  the  parents 
of  five  children  living,  named  respectively.  Burton 
C,  Winnifred  C,  Kate,  Franc  and  Edward.  Two 
little  ones  were  laid  away  in  early  graves,  namely, 
Mary  Alberta,  wh.0  was  born  Sept.  26,  1867,  and 
died  April  9,  1868,  and  Nellie,  who  died  when  two 
years  and  eleven  months  old. 


^(AMES  P.  MORGAN,  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Livingston  County,  came 
to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1854,  and  for  a 
period  of  more  than  tliirty  j^ears  has  tilled 
the  soil  and  watched  with  intense  satisfaction  the 
development  of  Central  Illinois.  He  comes  from  a 
race  of  people  renowned  for  their  courage  and  en- 
terprise, being  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Rob- 
erts) Morgan,  natives  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  the  former 
the  first  white  settler  who  crossed  the  Allegheny 
Mountains  to  the  West.  He  located  at  a  point  not 
far  from  where  now  stands  Morgan  town,  in  Virginia, 
and  which  was  named  after  the  family.  James 
Morgan  first  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  Olli- 
phant's  Iron  Works,  where  he  resided  for  a  time, 
then  removed  to  Greene  County,  Pa.,  of  which 
he  was  a  resident  many  j'ears.  He  subsequently 
settled  across  the  line  in  Virginia,  six  miles  below 
Wheeling,  where  the  death  of  both  parents  took 
place,  the  mother  passing  away  in  December,  1856. 
James  Morgan  survived  his  wife  nearly  thirty  years, 
and  died  in  1885.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
one  of  a  family  of  si.x  chililren,  three  boys  and  three 
girls,  who  were  named  respectively,  Nathan,  James, 
William,  Polly,  Ruth  and  Sarah.  He  became  fa- 
miliar with  farm  pursuits  early  in  life,  which  he  was 
content  to  follow  until  its  close. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  eight 
children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
James  P.  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  Sept. 
30,  1802.  He  S|)ent  his  earlj'  life  amid  the  quiet 
scenes  of  farm  life  in  Pennsylvania.  Branching  out 
somewhat  from  the  regular  routine,  and  having  a 
taste  for  books  and  newspapers,  he  in  1827  became 
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connected  with  the  printing  business  at  Waynes- 
buvg,  I'a,  and  continued  a  printer  thereafter  for" 
a  period  of  about  twenty  years.  He  understands  the 
business  of  conducting  a  first-class  country  newspa- 
per, iiaving  officiated  as  both  compositor  and  editor, 
and  still  retains  his  interest  in  the  ''art  preserva- 
tive." He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen. 
Jackson,  and  voted  for  the  old  hero  for  President 
three  times  afterward.  AVhen  Mr.  Morgan  came  to 
this  section  of  country  in  1854  wild  game  of  all 
kinds  was  plentiful,  and  he  has  .seen  as  many  as  100 
deer  in  a  herd.  The  pioneers  usuail3'  set  aside 
Saturday  as  a  general  hunting  daj',  when  they  went 
out  and  secured  their  game  for  the  week.  These 
occasions  were  the  source  of  considerable  hilarity, 
and  the  hunters  uniformly  met  with  success  and 
kept  their  families  supplied  with  the  finest  of  wild 
meats. 

James  P.  Morgan  was  married  in  1S34  to  Miss 
Nancy  Bradley,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Gorman)  Bradley,  natives  of  Ireland.  Of  this 
union  there  were  the  following  children :  William 
was  born  July  5,  1835;  Elizabeth,  Sept.  30,  1837; 
James  P.,  Jr.,  Oct.  30,  1838;  Ann  Eliza,  Nov.  28, 
1 840  ;  Charles,  Jan.  5, 1 843  ;  Thomas,  Sept.  2 1 ,  1 844 ; 
Nathan,  July  2G,  1846;  Margaret,  Oct.  19,  1847; 
Eebecea,  Dec.  27,  1848,  and  John,  Nov.  10,  1850. 
William  is  married  and  has  a  familj'  of  twelve 
children ;  he  is  farming  in  Cowley  County,  Kan. 
Elizabeth  died  when  young;  James  P.  is  married, 
and  a  resident  of  Crawford  County,  Kan.,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  mercantile  business ;  Ann  FAizn  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Lonsberry,  of  Long  Point  Town- 
ship; Charles  resides  in  Independence,  Montgom- 
ery Co.,  Kan.,  is  Marshal  of  the  city,  and  one  of  the 
respected  business  men  of  the  place ;  he  is  married 
and  has  three  children.  Thomas  died  when  about 
four  years  old.  Nathan  located  in  Stonewall,  Col., 
where  he  engaged  as  a  merchant,  and  was  shot 
on  the  2Gth  of  December,  1886.  The  assassin  was 
a  young  man  who  went  into  the  store  where  he 
was  and  ordered  him  to  hold  up  his  hands.  Al- 
though the  destined  victim  had  a  revolve)-,  the 
young  man  fired  before  he  could  use  it.  The  thief 
and  murderer  was  afterward  captured,  but  had  re- 
ceived a  fatal  wound  and  died  in  a  short  time. 
'  '    Nathan  Morgan  left  a  widow  and  two  children  to 
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mourn  their  loss.  Margaret  became  the  wife  of 
Jerome  Blair,  of  Michigan,  and  they  located  in 
Cowloy  Count}',  Kan,  where  they  are  farming,  and 
are  the  parents  of  two  children;  Rebecca  died 
when  an  infant:  John  i>  farming  in  Long  Point 
Township;  he  married  a  Mi>>  Wheeler,  of  Long 
Point  Township. 

James  P.  Morgan,  our  subject,  is  the  owner  of 
eighty-two  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  besides  town 
property  at  Long  Point,  which  includes  thirteen 
lots,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  resides  in  a  handsome 
and  comfortable  home.  The  residence  is  not  far 
from  the  Chicago,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad 
depot.  It  is  supplied  with  all  the  modern  conven- 
iences, and  both  within  and  without  gives  evidence 
of  cultivated  tastes  and  an  ample  supplj'  of  this 
world's  goods.  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  and  was  one  of  the  first  County 
Supervi-sors,  which  position  he  occupied  six  years. 
He  was  County  Judge  from  1857  to  and  including 
1858,  and  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twentj- 
years  or  more.  In  early  life  he  identified  himself 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  has  stoutly  main- 
tained its  principles  since  that  time.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  As  a  citizen  he 
has  contributed  his  full  quota  toward  the  building- 
up  of  Long  Point  Township.  He  is  held  in  the 
highest  regard,  and  is  paiticularly  noted  for  his 
kindly  disposition,  while  his  ample  fund  of  inform- 
ation constitutes  him  a  most  intelligent  gentleman 
with  whom  to  converse. 
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UCHARD  STRATTON  has  been  a  resident 
of  Avoca  Township  for  the  past  twelve 
years.  He  is  in  possession  of  179  acres  of 
^;land  on  section  29,  and  besides  general 
farming,  is  largely  engaged  in  stock-raisiug,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary  success. 
He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Prairie  State  for  nearly 
a  half  century,  having  been  brought  here  by  his 
parents  when  a  child  three  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Dec. 
30,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Clay- 
ton) Stratton,  natives  respectively  of    Ireland   and 
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New  Jei'sey.  The  mother  was  of  excellent  German 
ancestry-,  her  grandparents  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  being  among  the  prominent  and 
substantial  settlers  of  New  Eugl.ind.  AVilliam 
Strattou  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Peoria 
County  about  1877.  The  raotiier  is  still  living  on 
the  old  homestead  there. 

Richard  Stratton  was  the  third  son  of  his  parents, 
whose  household  included  eleven  children.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  farm  in  Peoria  County, 
and  received  his  education  in  its  pioneer  schools. 
Upon  coming  to  this  connt3'  in  1870,  he  resided 
about  five  years  in  Eppard's  Point  Township,  and 
thence  removed  to  his  present  farm.  The  improve- 
ments which  we  see  around  him  to-da}',  the  finely 
cultivated  fields  and  substantial  buildings,  are  the 
result  of  his  own  iudustrv  and  perseverance.  He 
has  labored  earl_y  and  late  in  the  effort  to  construct 
a  desirable  homestead,  and  the  passer-by  will  con- 
cede that  he  has  succeeded  in  a  manner  which  should 
be  entirely  satisfactory'  to  all  interested.  He  was 
thrown  upou  his  own  resources  early  in  life,  and 
maj-  consequently  be  termed  a  self-made  man, 
whde  he  is  certainly  a  member  of  his  community 
of  whom  his  fellow-townsmen  have  the  best  opinion. 

The  lad}'  who  has  been  the  close  companion  of 
our  subject  for  a  period  of  fifteen  3'ears,  was  for- 
merly Mrs.  Mary  Wagenseller,  of  Juniata  Count}', 
Pa.,  whom  he  married  Feb.  7,  1873.  They  have 
no  children.  B}'  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Strattou  be- 
came the  mother  of  two  children — Harry  W.  and 
Juniata  W.  Our  subject,  politicall}',  is  a  reliable 
Democrat,  and  in  tlie  pleasant  home  which  he  and 
his  wife  have  togetlier  laliored  to  build  up,  they  dis- 
pense a  generous  hospitalit}'  to  a  large  number  of 
friends. 

fA  ORGAN  THOMAS  owns  IGO  acres  of  land 
\\\  on  section  17,  Newtown  Township,  but,  af- 
IS  ter  a  long  and  busy  life,  he  has  retired  from 
active  work,  and  is  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  his  labor.  He  was  born  in  Wales  Sept.  13, 
1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Jenkins  and  Mary  (Williams) 
Thomas,  also  natives  of  Wales.  The  f.<ither  lived 
until    he  was   eighty-four  years    of   age,  and   the 


mother  died  when  she  was  eighty-seven.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  Thomas,  Eleanor,  Rees  and  Morgan. 

Morgan  Tliomas  lived  in  Wales  with  his  parents 
until  1840,  receiving  such  education  as  the  ordinarj' 
schools  of  that  countr}'  afforded,  and  also  learning 
the  rudiments  of  farming,  and  the  practical  details 
of  coal  mining.  In  the  year  1840  he  came  to 
America,  landing  at  New  York  City,  from  which 
he  proceeded  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  engaged 
in  sinking  and  superintending  coal  shafts.  He 
remained  in  Pennsylvania  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness, excepting  while  on  a  trip  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  for  about  ten  years. 
Upon  his  return  from  the  West,  he  remained  but  a 
short  time  in  Pennsylvania,  and  then  came  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  settled  in  La  Salle  County,  near  the 
town  of  Streator.  Removing  thence  in  18.68,  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  and  settled  upon  the 
160-acre  farm  which  he  now  owns.  In  March, 
1850,  Mr.  Thomas  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Cozad,  formerly 
Miss  Margaret  Moore.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Jane  (Johnson)  Moore,  natives  of  Scot- 
land and  England  respectively,  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica after  their  marriage,  and  were  early  .settlers  in 
Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, named  Hugh,  Margaret,  James,  Sar.ah  and 
Matilda;  they  are  all  living.  James  is  residing  in 
West  Virginia,  and  the  others  in  Pennsylvania,  ex- 
ceptflig  Margaret,  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Margaret 
first  was  married  to  Jacob  Cozad,  and  by  this  union 
were  born  three  children — Mary  Ann,  Thomas  and 
Leonard.  Mary  Ann  lives  in  Minnesota,  Leonard 
in  AYest  Virginia,  and  Thomas  in  Streator,  111.  Af- 
ter the  death  of  Mr.  Cozad,  Margaret  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  Of  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Thomas  and  Mrs.  Cozad  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren— Ellen  and  Elmer.  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Tidabeck,  a  native  of  New  York  State;  they 
have  four  children — John,  William,  Margaret  and  a 
baby  unnamed.  Elmer  resides  at  home  with  his 
parents,  and  is  crippled  in  one  knee,  caused  by  a 
cut  with  an  ax  when  he  was  a  child. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  retired  from  active  life,  and  his 
lium  is  managed  by  his  son-in-law  and  sun.  Dur- 
ing his  entire  life  Mr.  T.  has  been  an  active    man. 
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and  has  been  measurably  successful  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings. He  has  been  a  citizen  of  Livingston 
County  for  about  twenty  years,  and  during  that 
time  has  firmly"  established  himself  in  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens. 


■iwl  OHN  REX,  Ten  years  is  a  tender  age  at 
which  to  commence  buffeting  one's  way 
through  life,  and  where  one  succeeds  who  be- 
gins at  that  age  hundreds  fail  and  fall  bj'  the 
wayside.  The  boy  who  is  then  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources  and  reaches  anything  like  independ- 
ence by  the  time  he  arrives  at  the  prime  of  man- 
hood, is  deserving  of  much  commendation  for  his 
pluck  and  perseverance.  While  the  writer  does  not 
desire  to  be  fulsome  in  any  sense  he  can  commend 
to  boys  and  young  men  the  career  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  ten 
years. 

iNIr.  Rex,  who  was  a  farmer  for  many  j'ears,  but 
now  a  resident  of  Fairbury,  was  born  on  the  (Jth  of 
April,  1844,  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  and  is  the  son 
of  Charles  and  Mary  (Hickman)  Rex,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  farmer  bj'  occu- 
pation, a  member  of  the  Presbyteriau  Church,  and 
an  old-line  Whig.  During  his  life  he  accumulated 
considerable  property,  which  included  about  600 
acres  of  land.  He  was  born  in  Pennsylvania.in  the 
year  1800,  and  died  in  that  State  in  1854.  There  is 
a  remarkable  coincidence  of  dates  in  tlie  birth,  life 
and  death  of  the  parents  of  Mr.  Rex.  The  mother 
was  born  in  the  same  year  as  the  father,  and  they 
both  died  in  the  same  minute  and  hour,  of  the  same 
disease,  and  are  both  Iniried  in  the  same  grave.  At 
their  death  they  left  five  children — Margaret,  Eliza- 
beth, Peria,  George,  and  John,  who  was  the  young- 
est of  the  family. 

Mr.  Rex  was  married  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1865,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  McMinn.  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Pollock)  McMinn,  who 
were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  died  in 
1886,  and  during  his  life  was  a  saddler  by  trade; 
the  mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  Rex  received  a  tol- 
erably fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  but  at 


the  age  of  ten  years  began  to  suiiport  himself,  and 
for  a  considerable  time  earned  what  money  he  could 
at  working  by  tlie  month  on  the  farm.  In  lf*62, 
when  eighteen  years  old.  he  enlisted  in  the  loth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  which  he  was  assigned  as 
a  private  to  Companj'  C,  .-md  with  which  he  served 
for  three  j-ears,  participating  in  the  battles  of  An- 
tietam,  Md.,  Stone  River,  Tenn.,  on  the  march  from 
Nashville  to  Atlanta,  was  with  Gen.  Stoneman  in 
his  raid  through  Virginia,  Tennessee  and  North 
Carolina,  and  marched  through  Alabama  to  Nash- 
ville. His  discharge  from  the  arm}'  bears  date  July 
3,  1865.  LTpon  his  discharge  from  the  army  Mr. 
Rex  returned  to  Pennsylvania  on  a  visit.  In  1 880  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  and  moved  upon  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns,  consisting  of  160  acres  on 
section  17. 

Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Rex  have  five  children — Lizzie  M., 
Willie  M.,  Annie  M.,  Maggie  and  Tressa.  In  1886 
Mr.  Rex  moved  to  the  town  of  Fairbury,  where  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  dairy  and  creamery  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  his  farm  operations.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
the  only  interest  he  takes  in  politics  is  in  the  cause 
of  prohibition,  ©f  which  he  is  an  earnest  and  ener- 
getic advocate.  In  his  business  affairs  he  has  been 
eminently  successful,  and  in  his  later  venture,  in 
Fairbury,  especially  so.  There  have  been  wonder- 
ful improvements  in  the  dairy  and  creamery  busi- 
ness within  the  past  few  years,  and  Mr.  Rex  has 
kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  of  them.  His  farm 
furnishes  him  ample  facilities  for  feeding  and  car- 
ing for  cattle,  and  the  products  of  his  dairy  can  be 
relied  upon  as  coming  from  healthful  sources. 


^AMES  TAPPER,  a  thrifty  English  farmer 
of  Owego  Township,  owns  a  fine  property 
on  section  22,  including  280  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  a  substantial  residence  with  a 
good  barn  and  other  suitable  out-buildings,  a  goodly 
assortment  of  live  stock,  and  the  extensive  mod- 
ern machinery  required  bj'  the  progressive  agri- 
culturist of  this  day  and  age.  Mr.  T.  has  willingly 
availed  himself  of  whatever  would  tend  to  beau- 
tify and  increase  the   value  of  his  country  home. 
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which  has  now  become  one  of  the  most  attractive 
spots  in  the  landscape  of  Livingston  County. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  Devonshire,  England, 
was  born  March  10,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Case.y)  Tapper,  also  of  English  birth 
and  parentage.  He  had  three  elder  brothers,  and 
was  reared  with  them  in  his  native  country  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  set  out  alone  on  a 
voj'age  to  the  New  World,  where  he  hoped  to  bet- 
ter his  condition  in  life.  After  landing  in  New 
York  City  he  made  his  way  to  Albany,  where  he 
was  emplo^-ed  as  a  laborer  one  3'ear,  then  came  to 
Illinois,  and  for  two  j-ears  afterward  was  a  resident 
of  Gruudj-  County-.  His  next  abode  was  in  Peoria 
County,  where  he  resided  several  3'ears  and  thence, 
in  1867,  migrated  to  Livingston,  which  has  been  his 
home  novv-  for  a  period  of  twenty  .years.  He  had, 
during  these  years,  lived  economically,  and  landed 
here  with  a  snug  little  sura  of  money  which  he  in- 
vested in  a  quarter  section  of  uncultivated  land, 
from  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  build  up  a 
permanent  homestead.  The  dwelling  which  first 
constituted  a  shelter  for  his  family  was  a  small 
frame  structure,  which  they  occupied  for  a  few 
j^ears,  and  which  then  gave  place  to  their  present 
more  modern  residence.  He  afterward  added  120 
acres  of  land  to  his  first  purchase,  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  which 
produces  in  abundance  the  choicest  crops  of  the 
Prairie  State.  He  can  look  around  upon  his  pos- 
sessions with  the  satisfaction  that  he  owes  no  man 
anything,  and  that  he  has  received  few  favors  and 
no  assistance  financially. 

Mr.  Tapper's  earlj'  education  was  extremely  lim- 
ited, but  he  has  kept  himself  well  posted  upon  mat- 
ters of  general  Interest,  and  is  in  all  respects  an  in- 
teresting man  to  converse  with.  He  believes  in 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  schools,  and 
all  the  institutions  which  will  give  to  the  young 
those  advantages  which  will  enable  them  to  become 
useful  and  intelligent  members  of  the  community. 
Upon  becoming  a  voter  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Kepublican  party,  whose  principles  he  has  uni- 
formly sustained  since  that  time.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  recognizes  the  im- 
portant influence  of  Christianity  upon  a  people 
and  a  community. 
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Mr.  Tapper,  after  reaching  his  twenty-fifth  birth- 
day was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jane  Ander- 
son, in  1860,  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Akron, 
111.  Mrs.  T.  is  a  native  of  this  State,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Hull)  Anderson, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased,  and  the  former  re- 
sides in  Peoria  County,  111.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  four  children,  three  living,  namely, 
Sarah,  who  married  Bj'ron  Ocean,  and  resides  in 
Owego  Township;  Charlotte  and  Susan,  who  re- 
main at  home  with  their  parents. 


^11  LBERT  FRANCIS,  a  highly  respected 
^EM  member  of  the  farming  community  of 
l!>  Forest  Township,  and  located  on  section 
10,  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston 
County  since  a  boy  twelve  years  of  age.  He  is 
now  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life,  of  excellent 
habits  and  good  business  education,  and  is  the 
owner  of  a  good  homestead  comprising  147  acres 
of  land,  with  ne.at,  suitable  and  convenient  build- 
ings. He  keeps  good  horses  and  cattle,  and  avails 
himself  of  all  the  modern  methods  of  agriculture, 
in  order  to  preserve  his  record  as  an  enterprising 
and  valued  factor  in  a  community  of  more  than 
ordinary  progress  and  intelligence. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Ross)  Francis,  natives  of  Ireland  and 
Ohio  respectively,  who  located  after  their  marriage 
in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  where  Albert,  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  Aug.  1,  1848.  The  elder  Francis 
operated  a  farm  in  that  county  until  1860,  when  he 
determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  AVest.  He 
came  diiectly  to  this  county  and  took  up  a  tract 
of  land  on  section  10  in  Forest  Township,  where 
he  built  up  a  comfortable  home.  Young  Francis 
continued  with  his  parents,  becoming  thoroughlj' 
familiar  with  the  intricacies  of  farming,  which  he 
chose  for  his  vocation  in  life. 

After  passing  his  thirtieth  year,  July  11,1 883,  Mr. 
Francis  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cynthia, 
daughter  of  James  F.  and  Eda  (Moore)  Earnheart. 
Mrs.  F.  was  born  in  Avoca,  this  county.  Dec.  25, 
1856.  Her  parents,  who  were  respectively  natives  of 


I  / 


Kellogg  Bro's   Stock  FARM.SEc.a.PoNTiAcTowNSHiP. 


-4*- 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


;.'53 


Ohio  and  Tennessee,  came  to  Illinois  in  the  pioneer 
days,  and  located  in  Indian  Grove  Township,  where 
they  were  married  and  lived  a  number  of  j'oars; 
they  are  now  living  in  retirement  in  Fairburj%  111. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis  re- 
paired to  their  present  home,  where  they  have  since 
remained,  and  where  their  two  children,  Irma 
Mildred  and  Howard  Milton,  were  born.  They  are 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Forest,  witii  which  they  have 
been  connected  for  several  years,  and  are  among 
its  most  liberal  and  cheerful  supporters.  Mr.  Fran- 
cis is  a  strong  Republican,  and  has  held  the  local 
offices  of  his  township.  His  wife  is  a  most  esti- 
mable and  amiable  lady,  highly  intelligent  ami 
well  educated.  She  taught  school  for  a  period  of 
eight  years  in  Fairbnry,  and  one  year  at  Forest. 

Mr.  Francis,  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
Joseph,  from  1876  to  1886,  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively in  the  manufacture  of  briclc  and  tile,  their 
factory  being  the  first  of  its  kind  established  in 
Livingston  County.  Much  of  the  land  in  this  sec- 
tion having  now  been  drained  and  fitted  for  the 
raising  of  crops,  the  demand  for  this  product  has 
decreased  in  a  proportionate  degree,  and  they 
have,  during  the  past  year,  done  but  little  in  this 
direction.  A  handsome  lithographic  view  of  Mr. 
Francis'  residence  is  shown  on  another  page  of  this 
work. 


(S^^RUMAN  M.  KELLOGG,  of  the  firm  of  Kel- 
logg Bros.,  prominent  stock-traders  of  Pon- 
tiac  Township,  who  have  a  fine  tract  of  land 
on  section  8,  where  he  has  been  operating  suc- 
cessfully for  about  nineteen  years,  is  recognized  at 
once  as  a  gentleman  of  good  business  capacities 
and  excellent  education,  and  with  his  brother,  is 
the  proprietor  of  320  acres  of  land,  well  stocked 
■with  good  grades  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  prin- 
cipally, however,  of  the  former. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  Oct.  7,  1835.  His  parents,  Truman 
and  Melinda  (Marsh)  Kellogg,  were  natives  of  the 
same  county,  of  which  his  paternal  grandfather,  Tru- 
'  f  man  Kellogg,  was  a  pioneer  settler.     The  family  is 


of  Iilnglish  origin,  the  first  representatives  in  this 
country  being  three  brothers  wIkj  crossed  the  ocean 
about  200  years  ago,  and  located  in  New  England. 
Their  descendants  have  mostly  lived  there,  a  few  of 
them,  however,  going  into  the  Middle  States  and  to 
the  South.  Truman,  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  in 
a  family  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  survive, 
namely,  himself,  his  brother,  Nathan  N.,  and  a  sis- 
ter, Cornelia,  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Mason,  of  Joliet, 
III. 

Mr.  Kellogg  was  reared  in  his  native  count}', 
where  he  remained  until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years, 
in  the  meantime  receiving  his  education  under  care- 
ful instructors.  Upon  leaving  the  parental  roof, 
he  migrated  to  Chicago,  111.,  and  w-as  a  resident  of 
that  city  for  about  twenty  j'ears,  following  the  pro- 
fession of  a  civil  engineer.  He  was  assistant  civil 
engineer  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company, 
located  at  Chicago  as  division  engineer,  and  super- 
intended the  construction  of  the  Lake  Shore  Harbor, 
which  is  connected  with  the  road,  and  was  one  of 
the  important  enterprises  of  thatday.  In  the  spring 
of  1872,  determined  upon  a  change  of  location  and 
occupation,  he  came  to  this  count3%  and  invested  a 
part  of  his  capital  in  a  stock  farm  in  Fontiac  Town- 
ship, which  he  and  his  brother  Nathan  have  man- 
aged very  successfully  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 
Their  stables  include  Hambletonian  and  Kentucky 
horses,  and  some  of  the  finest  specimens  of  the  kind 
sold  in  this  county  have  passed  from  their  hands  to 
purchasers  from  all  points  of  the  comi)ass. 

Nathan  M.  Kellogg,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
also  born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1829. 
He  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  and  received  a 
good  education.  From  his  early  boyhood  he 
seemed  content  with  the  employments  of  the  farm. 
He  came  West  in  1868,  and  in  1871  settled  per- 
manently on  the  farm  which  is  now  the  property  of 
Kellogg  Brothers.  He  has  for  many  years  been  au 
excellent  judge  of  live  stock.  He  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Commissioner 
of  Highways,  and  voting  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket  at  general  elections.  The  farm  is  supplied 
with  a  comfortable  residence  and  other  good  build- 
ings, and  the  brothers  dwell  together,  their  house- 
keeping being  done  by  hired  help. 

We  have  pleasure  in  presenting  on  another   page 
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of  this  Album,  a  view  of  tlieiv  residence,  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  buildings  of  this  section  of  the 
eonntrv. 


.ip^  A.MUEL  L.  MORRISON.  The  sul.jcct,  of 
^^^  this  skt'tch  is  an  ilhistration  of  the  wide 
;|L^^'  ditl'ercnec  lictwcon  the  beginning  in  the 
lives  of  the  fathers  who  were  the  pioneers 
in  theearl^'  settlement  of  Illinois,  and  that  of  the 
sons  who  are  now  taking  their  places.  The  father 
of  Mr.  Morrison  came  to  Illinois  at  a  time  when  the 
wild  prairie  grass  grew  ever3'where,  and  when  the 
rude  cabins  of  the  inhabitants  were  few  and  far  be- 
tween. With  his  own  hand  he  helped  to  break  the 
prairie  and  make  corn  grow  wliere  grass  had  held 
sway  for  centuries.  In  this  work  he  persevered,  as 
did  others,  until  Illinois  has  become  a  great  agri- 
cultural .State.  His  sous,  who  are  now  all  settled  in 
life,  know  nothing  by  actual  experience  of  the  hard- 
ships of  the  pioneers,  but  they  h.ave  inherited  the 
energy  and  enterprise  of  the  pioneer  fathers,  which 
the3'  display  in  the  prosecution  of  their  farming- 
operations.  Although  the  young  farmers  find  farms 
already  improved  for  them,  they  do  not  relinquish 
their  efforts  to  further  improve  and  utilize  the  re- 
sources so  bountifully  bestowed  l)y  nature.  Fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  a  father  who  became 
famous  in  the  same  vocation,  the  suliject  of  this 
sketch  is  a  progressive  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Avoca  Township. 

Mr.  Morrison  is  a  native  of  Livingston  County, 
where  be  was  boru  on  the  18th  of  December,  18G0, 
and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  C.  and  Naomi  Morrison. 
Further  mention  of  the  father, is  made  in  the  biog- 
raphy of  AUiert  J.  Morrison,  of  Avoca  .Township, 
.ind  the  mother  is  deceased.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  always  lived  in  Avoca  Township,  where 
he  attended  the  schools  until  he  became  of  age,  and 
received  a  good  education.  With  the  exception  of 
being  engaged  with  his  father  in  importing  and 
dealing  in  Norman  horses  at  Pontine,  he  has  always 
been  occupied  in  agricultui'al  pursuits,  in  which  he 
has  displayed  considerable  enterprise,  and  avails 
himself  of  modern  and  progressive  methods.  His 
faiTD  con.sistsof  eighty  acres  of  well-improved  land, 


on  section  5,  Avoca  Township,  on  which  he  has 
erected  an  excellent  class  of  buildings. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1884,  Mr.  Morrison  was 
married  to  Miss  Jessie  E.  Ferris,  daughter  of  Prof. 
G.  W.  Ferris,  the  present  efficient  Superintendent  of 
Pul)lic  Schools  of  Livingston  County,  a  sketch  of 
whom  appears  in  this  Ai.niJi.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mor- 
rison have  been  blessed  with  one  child,  a  bright- 
eyed  baby  named  Claude  II.,  born  July  10,  1887. 
Mrs.  IMorrison  is  a  lady  of  excellent  education,  and 
much  culture  and  refinement.  During  a  consider- 
able time  she  attended  the  Normal  School  located  at 
Morris,  111.,  and  for  six  years  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. 

Mr.  Morrison  is  an  enthusiastic  young  Repub- 
lican, to  which  party  he  contributes  lioth  of  his  time 
•and  means,  when  they  are  necessary  to  secure  its 
success.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Ei)isco- 
pal  Church,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members 
of  society,  in  which  the}^  are  general  favorites.  Mr. 
Morrison  identifies  himself  with  the  material  affairs 
of  his  township,  and  encourages  and  supports  every 
measure  calculated  to  advance  its  prosperity. 


^^^)EORGE  KERR,  a  prominent  and  influential 
'11  ^--,  member  of  the  farming  community  of  Pon- 
^^sil  ^^^^'  Township,  has  in  a  great  measure  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  and  is  enjoying  the  compe- 
tency which  he  has  accnmidated  and  the  comforts 
of  a  beautiful  homestead  on  section  2.  His  prop- 
erty includes  330  acres  of  good  land,  with  suitable 
farm  buildings,  a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock, 
and  all  the  necessary  implements  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  agriculture. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  boru  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  Dec. 
2.5,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Thompson)  Kerr,  natives  respectively  of  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania.  The  Kerr  familj'  is  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  and  on  the  mother's  side  our  subject  is  of 
English  descent.  His  grandfather,  George  Kerr, 
fought  during  the  early  troubles  with  the  Indians, 
and  James,  the  father,  participated  in  the  struggle 
of  1812,  and  was  one  of  those  who  were  surren- 
dered under  Gen.  Hull  at  Detroit,  Mich.  The  par- 
ental household  included  twelve  children,  five  now' 
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surviving,  namely:  Hanford  N.,  of  Wyandotte, 
Kan.;  George,  our  subject;  Rebecca  A.,  the  wife 
of  Harry  Houston ;  John  and  Perry ;  the  latter 
three  are  residents  of  Miami  County.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  earl3-  pioneers  of  this  region, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They 
built  up  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  and  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  settlement 
in  a  newconntr}'. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  received  a  limited  education,  but  being 
fond  of  his  books  he  pursued  his  studies  during  his 
leisure  hours  after  leaving  school,  and  has  always 
kept  himself  posted  upon  all  matters  of  general  in- 
terest. He  is  one  of  the  best  natural  mathematic- 
ians to  be  found,  which  talent  has  been  of  great 
service  to  him  in  his  busj^  career,  and  in  which  he 
has  been  obliged  to  depend  upon  his  own  sound 
sense  and  good  judgment. 

Mr.  Kerr  was  married  in  Miami  Count}',  Ohio, 
Nov.  26,  1844,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Susanna  Kessler,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that 
county,  and  born  March  1,  1825.  Her  parents 
were  John  B.  and  Susanna  (Fiece)  Kessler,  the  for- 
ijier  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Her  maternal  grandfather  was  of  Holland 
descent,  and  after  emigrating  to  this  country, 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  being  under 
the  command  of  Gen.  Jackson.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kessler  settled  in  Miami  Count}'  at  an  early  period 
in  its  history,  and  there  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  three  now  living,  namelj':  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  C.  D.  Withrow,  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.;  Henry  M.  and  John  B.,  who  are  located  on 
the  homestead.  Mr.  Kerr  came  to  this  county  in 
the  spring  of  1856,  but  eight  months  later  returned 
to  Ohio  and  remained  six  years.  In  the  mean- 
"time,  however,  he  had  not  abandoned  his  original 
intention  of  locating  in  Illinois,  and  now  came  back 
and  secured  possession  of  his  present  farm,  where 
he  has  resided  the  greater  poition  of  the  time  since. 
In  the  meantime  his  children  surviving  him  have 
grown  up  around  him,  and  he  has  given  each  a 
good  education  and  a  fair  start  in  life.  He  has 
'  ^  alway.s  been  a  hard  worker,  and  owes  his  present 
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position,  socially  and  financially,  to  his  own  efforts. 
Politically,  he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  has 
always  been  tlie  encouragcr  and  supporter  of  those 
measures  calculated  for  the  advancement  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byteriau  Church,  in  which  our  subject  has  officiated 
as  Elder  for  more  than  thirty-five  years.  He  has 
been  frequently  solicited  to  accept  official  positions, 
but  has  invariably  declined,  preferring  to  confine 
liis  attention  to  his  family  and  farm. 

/ip^KIN  W.  JONES.  If  the  cluinicter  of  the 
ll  ))  country  which  has  attained  so  high  a  standard 
^^^  during  the  past  few  decades  is  to  be  main- 
tained, n  great  respou.-iliility  devolves  upon  the 
young  men  who  nui>t  take  the  place  of  those  whose 
bauds  have  shaped  and  molded  affairs.  Owing  to 
the  intelligent  and  advanced  education  of  the  par- 
ents of  to-day,  a  generati<_in  of  woithy  successors 
to  them  has  been  raised  up  and  is  ready  to  take 
their  places.  In  the  hands  of  the  young  men  of  to- 
day the  future  t>f  the  country  will  be  safe,  and  par- 
ticularly will  this  be  so  because  of  those  who  are 
natives  and  to  the  manor  born,  for  they  are  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  requirements  of  the 
times.  When  the  exercise  of  citizenship  is  coupled 
with  intelligence,  there  is  no  mistake  in  predicting 
that  the  futm'e  of  the  e(_iuntry's  welfare  is  assured. 

One  of  the  young  men  on  whose  shoulders  is  be- 
ginning to  rest  the  responsibility  of  the  present  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
(m  section  14,  Owego  Township,  and  who  is  a  native 
of  Le  Roy,  State  of  New  York,  where  he  was  bom  on 
the  29th  of  March,  1855.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Mary  .Jones  (of  whom  a  sketch  apjiears  in  tins 
work),  who  were  early  settlers  of  Owego  Townslup. 
When  quite  young  he  accompanied  his  parents  when 
they  came  to  Illinois,  and  this  State  has  been  his 
home  ever  since,  where  his  younger  daj's  were  si)ent 
in  work  upon  the  farm,  during  the  farming  seasons, 
and  attending  school  during  the  winter  moiith>.  in 
which  he  obtained  a  good  education. 

On  the  5th  of  March.  1884,  Mr.  Jones  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Jennie  Kerr,  of  Bloomington,  111.     She 
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is  a  ii:itive  of  Sottlaiid,  and  daughter  of  James  II. 
and  Siirah  J.  Kerr,  nf  Bkioininoioii,  111.,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Scotland.  Mrs.  Jones  and  her  ni(  )tln'r 
eame  to  Amei'ica  in  1872.  Mr.  Kerr  having  preceded 
them  several  years.  Tln>  yonng  eonple  have  made 
an  excellent  start  in  life.  Mr.  Jones  liavingi)urehased 
eighty  acres  of  land  with  the  jiroceeds  of  his  labi>r 
and  good  management,  a  consideralile  portion  of 
which  was  accumulated  liefore  marriage,  lie  and 
his  wife  are  intelligent  and  educated  people,  and  for 
yeai-s  he  has  t«ken  an  active  interest  in  associations 
for  the  advancement  of  good  literature  and  tlie  cul- 
tivation of  literary  tastes.  He  is  not  a  political  j)ar- 
tisau,  and  indeed  politics  liave  uevcr  interested  him 
to  the  extent  of  causing  him  to  become  attached  to 
either  of  the  old  parties. 


AXIEL  STliKKT.  If  one  eoul.l  olitain  a 
liir<rs  lye  view  of  Illinois  liefoic  it  «:i>  in- 
habited by  white  [leople  and  then  suddenly 
look  upon  a  picture  of  the  State,  showing  its 
present  magnificent  imjirovement.  dotted  all  over 
with  cities  and  towns,  crossed  and  recro.ssed  by  rail- 
roads, all  the  lan<l  intervening  between  the  towns 
covered  with  farm  houses  ami  liarn-.  he  would  real- 
ize a  change  in  scene  before  wliieli  would  pale  into 
iusigniflcance  any  transforniati(  m  ever  witnessed.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  a  witness  of  such  a 
transfonnation  in  that  section  of  the  county  in  uliich 
lie  has  lived.  lie  has  seen  improvements  giow  uj) 
where  wild  wastes  of  prairie  existed,  and  splendid 
fanns  made  of  land  wliicli  from  the  beuinning  of 
time  had  been  given  over  to  the  lank  growth  of 
nature,  and  within  lii~  experience  the  whole  State 
has  attained  its  sijlendid  state  of  perfection. 

Mr.  Street  is  a  farmer  of  .\\-oe;i  Town>bip.  and 
resides  on  section  lo.  Ilei-.i  n.itixe  of  Mn>kiii- 
gum  County.  C)liio.  where  he  wa>  liorn  (rn  the  13tli 
of  Mareli.  183].  and  i-  the  -on  of  Jacob  .-ind  Tacey 
Street,  both  of  whoni  aii'  nati\c~  of  Penn>ylvania. 
IIi>  ]»:iterna]  aneestoi's  were  of  Kngli.-li.  and  hi-  ni.i- 
ternal  anc(!:-tors  of  <ieniian  descent.  In  hi-  twenti- 
eth year  he  acc<»nipanied  hi-  p.ncnt-  when  they  re- 
moved to  Putu:im  C'tjuiily.    111.,  and  re^ideil   there 
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aliont  two  years.  Both  of  his  jiarents  died  in  Mar- 
shall t'onnty.  III.  To  them  were  born  eight  chil- 
dren, live  of  whom  are  li\ing:  Daniel:  Robert  M., 
in  Iowa;  Ann,  Mrs.  Aaron  Axline.  of  Wenona.  III.: 
Hester.  Mrs.  Channcy  Gaylord,  of  Missouri  (onnty. 
Kan.:  Amanda.  Mrs.  Ceorge  Dean,  of  Maryland. 
When  a  b,,y  Mr.  Street  learned  the  trade  of  a  potter, 
wliicli  oceu|iation  he  followed  for  about  five  years, 
and  ha>  dexoted  the  remainder  of  his  time  to  farm- 
ing. He  came  to  Living>ton  County  in  the  spring 
of  1857.  where  he  has  resided  ever  >ince.  He  owns 
a  farm  of  fifty  acre-,  which  was  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition when  he  became  i)OSsessed  of  it,  but  within  a 
few  years  afterward  he  had  reduced  it  to  a  condition 
of  splendid  cultivation. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  18G0,  Mr.  Street  was 
married  to  Maria  DeMoss,  daughter  of  James  and 
Margaret  DeMoss,  who  were  pioneer  settlers  of 
Livingston  County.  Thej'  have  had  but  one  child, 
a  daughter  named  Luella,  who  was  born  on  the  3d 
of  August,  18G3.  Mr.  Street  has  always  acted  with 
the  Republican  party,  from  a  sense  of  conscions- 
ness  of  duty,  without  the  expectation  of  otHce  or 
other  reward.  In  an  ofticial  capacity  he  has  served 
the  people  for  three  years  as  School  Director,  and 
his  administration  gave  good  .satisfaction.  He 
heartily  seconds  and  endorses  all  movements  for  the 
bettennent  of  society',  and  in  >uch  matters  has  lieen 
generally  a  leader. 

ARTIN  M.  TRAVIS.  Some  men  there  are 
whose  lives  cannot  be  written  without  in- 
terweaving into  the  story  of  their  incom- 
ings and  their  outgoings  the  history  of 
another  life — that  of  the  wife.  This  is  peculiarlj' 
and  beautifully  so  in  the  instance  under  considera- 
tion. Here  is  a  man  nearlj-  seventy-seven  years  of  age 
who  has  been  married  to  the  woman  of  his  choice 
nearly'  half  a  century — half  a  century  within  itself 
an  average  lifetime.  What  he  has  accomplished 
within  that  time  has  been  with  and  by  the  aid  of 
her  who  has  been  the  sharer  of  his  J03'S  and  sor- 
rows. 

AVhen  men  and  women  married  flftj'  years  ago 
the  surroundings   were  entirely  different  from  the 
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weddings  of  to-day.  There  were  no  railroads  nor 
any  of  the  inventions  that  have  revolutionized 
eomniercial  as  well  as  social  affairs.  Marriage 
meant  hardships,  denials,  troubles,  slow  progress  in 
the  accumulation  of  wealth  in  an  undeveloped 
country  where  luxury  and  many  of  the  ordinary 
comforts  of  life  were  unknown.  To  the  wife 
it  meant  much  labor,  great  sacrifice  of  personal 
comfort,  the  exercise  of  unshrinking  courage,  and 
in  addition  it  devolved  upon  her  in  the  adjustment 
of  the  laws  of  nature  to  be  a  staff  of  inspiration  on 
which  the  husband  might  lean  when  the  clouds  of 
adversity  hovered  over  him  the  darkest.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Travis,  in  the  battle  of  life,  stood  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  and  ever  clasped  hands  in  the  mutual  en- 
deavor to  improve  and  elevate  their  condition.  Mr. 
Travis  met  with  a  great  bereavement  in  the  death 
of  his  beloved  wife,  who  passed  to  her  reward  Oct. 
27,  1887,  after  an  illness  of  about  four  weeks. 

Mr.  Travis  is  a  pioneer  of  Livingston  County, 
whose  farm  is  located  on  section  5,  Belle  Prairie 
Township.  He  was  born  on  the  4th  of  July,  1811, 
in  Overton  County.  Tenu.,  and  his  parents  were 
Jeremiah  and  Margaret  (Peek)  Travis,  natives  of 
Geoi'gia  and  Virginia  respectively.  The  father 
was  born  in  1788,  married  in  1807,  came  to  Illinois 
in  1834,  and  died  in  1871.  The  mother  was  two 
years  his  senior  and  died  in  1872.  The  father  was  a 
chair  and  spinning-wheel  maker  by  trade,  but  de- 
voted considerable  of  his  life  to  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer.  When  they  removed  to  Illinois  their 
mode  of  transportation  was  by  a  wagon  drawn  by 
oxen,  which  made  their  travel  necessarily  slow. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children — Susauna, 
Annie,  Martin,  John,  Pollie,  David,  Jeremiah  and 
Nancy.     Four  of  these  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married,  on  the 
14th  of  December,  1837,  to  Miss  Eliza  Thompson, 
who  was  born  on  the  31st  of  March,  1814,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Mary  (Steers)  Thomp- 
son, natives  of  Ken  luck}'.  The  father  was  born  in 
1788,  and  died  in  1882;  the  mother  was  born 
about  the  same  date  and  died  in  1873.  They  came 
to  Illinois  and  located  in  McLean  County  in  the 
year  1829,  where  they  remained  until  the  occurrence 
of  his  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren— Eliza,  Johnson,  William,  Simpson  E.,  James, 
4»  


Lilliard,  Serena,  Elizabeth,  Washington  and  Mary. 

Mr.  Travis  came  to  Illinois  in  1834,  accompany- 
ing his  parents.  His  boyhood  days  and  early  man- 
hood were  so  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  service  of 
his  parents  on  the  farm  that  he  never  had  an  op- 
portunity to  attend  school  for  even  a  single  day. 
At  the  age  of  twenty -three  he  began  the  struggle 
of  life  for  himself,  and  entered  forty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land,  subsequently  purchasing  forty  acres  and 
then  160  more.  His  farm  now  consists  of  195 
acres  of  well-improved  land,  on  which  is  a  com- 
fortable and  commodious  residence.  Although  he 
is  now  in  his  seventy-seventh  year,  the  latest 
demonstration  of  his  astonishing  vitality  was  re- 
covering his  two-story  house  with  shingles,  entirely 
unaided.  Beginning  life  without  any  means  what- 
ever, through  his  own  industry  and  the  unflag- 
ging aid  and  devotion  of  his  wife,  he  accumulated 
lands  and  means  enough  to  make  him  thoroughly 
independent  during  the  balance  of  his  days. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  had  born  to  them  the  following 
children:  Mary  A.,  Rachel,  John  D.,  Adeline  and 
Francis;  besides  three  deceased,  viz:  Elizabeth,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  ;  Serena,  at  twelve,  and  Blinerva, 
at  thirty-three. 

Mrs.  Travis  for  very  many  years  was  a  de- 
voted and  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
Our  subject  has  twenty-five  grandchildren,  and 
two  great-grandchildren.  Mr.  Travis  has  been  a 
life-long  Democrat  and  refers  with  great  satis- 
f.aetion  to  the  fact  that  he  cast  his  first  Presi- 
dential vote  for  Gen.  Andrew  Jackson. 


Vf/OSEPH  J.  TRULLINGER.  The  histories 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  hardships  and  privations  of  the  early 
pioneers  are  so  nearly  identical,  that  a  man 
born  in  Indiana  at  the  beginning  uf  the  thirties,  ex- 
perienced as  hard  a  beginning  as  the  man  who  was 
born  or  first  settled  in  Illinois  at  that  time.  In 
both  States  the  conditions  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago 
were  sneh  as  to  test  the  mettle  and  make-up  of  the 
men  and  women  who  cast  their  lot  either  by  birth  or 
settlement  in  either  State.  At  that  time  transporta- 
tion wa^j  by  wagons  drawn  by  horses  or  oxen  over 
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roads  which  ran  through  a  wilderness  or  vast  ex- 
panse of  prairie,  and  for  half  the  year  were  utterly 
impassahle.  Steam  had  not  yet  been  utilized  to 
facilitate  overland  travel,  and  the  mails  were  few 
and  f.ir  between  in  their  arrivals  and  departures. 
Compared  with  the  present  era  those  were  trujj'  slow 
coach  days,  but  the  people  were  perhaps  as  content 
and  as  hajipj'  as  they  are  to-da\\ 

The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  is  a  representative  pio- 
neer of  Avoca  Township,  and  a  native  of  Fountain 
County,  Ind.  He  was  born  on  the  1 9th  of  October, 
1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mar}' Trullinger. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  the 
mother  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maryland.  He  re- 
ceived a  rudimentary  education  in  the  earl}' schools 
of  Fountain  County,  which  at  that  time  afforded 
ver}-  limited  advantages.  Mr.  Trullinger  was  first 
married,  on  the  5th  of^  December,  1852,  to  Mary 
Foster,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  shared  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  her  husband  until  the  4th  of  August, 
1886,  when  she  passed  to  her  reward.  On  the  17th 
of  March,  1887.  Mr.  Trullinger  was  united  in  mar- 
ri.age  to  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Spencer,  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  Trullinger  has  always  been  engaged  in  tbe 
vocation  of  a  farmer,  and  largely  depended  upon 
his  own  resources.  His  fathei'  died  when  he  was  an 
infant,  and  his  mother  in  1872.  In  1856  he  came 
from  Indiana  to  Livingston  County,  and  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  added  forty 
acres  more,  making  an  excellent  eightj'-acre  farm, 
which  is  well  improved.  On  one  of  the  forty-acre 
tracts  tliere  are  747  rods  of  tile,  and  the  entire  farm 
is  enclosed  with  a  good  hedge  fence.  When  Mr. 
Trullinger  came  to  this  county,  he  practically  had 
nothing  to  begin  on,  and  his  success,  which  has 
been  measurably  gijod,  is  wholly  attril)utable  to  his 
industry  and  good  management. 

Being  Hepublican  in  politics,  and  (jne  who  takes 
an  active  part  in  local  ])olitical  affairs,  Mr.  Trullin- 
ger has  been  chosen  as  School  Trustee  of  the  town- 
ship for  three  j-ears,  and  also  served  as  School 
Director  for  several  years.  He  takes  great  in|erest 
in  tiie  affairs  of  the  Methodist  Ei)isc(ji)al  Ciiurch,  in 
which  lie  lias  for  eiglit  years  been  Recording  Steward 
and  for  a  considerable  time  a  Class-Leader,  Sun- 
day-school   Superintendent    and    Ciiurch  Trustee. 


He  was  one  of  the  first  to  inaugurate  the  movement 
which  culminated  in  building  the  Lodenia  Method- 
ist Church  and  parsonage,  and  to  that  enterprise 
his  contribution  was  quite  liberal.  His  course  in 
this  matter  fully  illustrates  his  public  spirit  and 
liberal  mind.  He  is  a  representative  citizen  of  the 
township,  and  enjoj's  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the 
citizens  thereof.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  one,  and 
its  results  are  such  as  to  be  satisfactory  to  him  in 
his  declining  3'ears. 


^  IIRISTOPHER  C.  LEONARD  is  largely  en- 
(j(^'  gaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 
^^^  tion  34  in  Newtown  Township,  where  he  owns 
100  acres  of  good  and  well-improved  land,  besides 
forty  acres  in  Amity  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Bradford  Connty,  Pa.,  on  the  26th  of  April,  1836, 
and  is  the  son  of  Edmund  D.  and  Elizalieth  (Rem- 
ington) Leonard.  He  lived  in  Pennsylvania  with 
his  parents  until  about  eleven  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  they  moved  to  Dn  Page  County,  111.,  going 
by  water  to  Chicago,  and  thence  by  teams.  Mr. 
Leonard  began  to  attend  subscription  schools  at  the 
age  of  three  years,  and  continued  until  his  pai'ents 
moved  to  Illinois,  after  which  he  only  attended  dm-- 
ing  the  winter  months.  The  parents  remained  in 
Du  Page  County  about  seven  years,  and  then  came 
to  Livingston  County,  transporting  their  effects  in 
wagons  drawn  by  oxen.  They  located  on  section 
33,  Newtown  Township,  w-here  the  father  entered 
land  from  the  Government,  and  resided  until  his 
death  (see  sketch  of  Mrs.  Leonard).  After  coming 
to  this  county  the  subject  of  our,  sketch  attended 
school  f(jr  three  winters,  when  he  left  home  at 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  lived  in  Amity  Town- 
ship for  a  time,  woi'king  on  the  Laud  where  the  vil- 
lage of  Cornell  now  stands.  After  living  in  the 
various  portions  i>f  the  county  he  pcrnianentl}'  lo- 
cated in  Newtown,  in  1873. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  married,  Feb.  4,  1858,  to  Mary 
JM.M^on,  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Elizabeth  (Shinn) 
Mason,  natives  of  New  .Terse}'.  The  great-grand- 
I'ather  Mason  was  of  Irish  ilescent,  and  Elizabeth 
Sliiiin'>  parents  were  German.  Enoch  wa>  born  in 
(iaIlowM}  Township,  Gloucester  Co.,  N.  J.,  .Tuly  25, 
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1804,  and  was  there  rnarried,  Aug.  28,  1825,  to 
Elizalieth  Shiiiii,  who  was  born  June  18,  1806.  To 
them  were  born  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living:  Mary,  tlio  wife  of  our  siibjeet;  Martha  and 
George.  Martha  was  born  March  7,  1847,  and  was 
married,  Sept.  20,  1866,  to  Orlando  E.  Hart;  he 
died  in  1869,  and  she  was  married  to  William  S. 
Brown  in  June,  1871,  and  tliej'  live  in  Nebraska. 
George  W.  was  born  July  11,  1845,  and  resides  in 
Western  Iowa.  The  deceased  members  of  the  fam- 
ily are:  Hannah,  born  June  29,  1829,  died  Sept.  4, 
1832;  Naomi,  born  June  10,  1831,  died  Aug.  14, 
1832;  Henry,  born  June  6,  1833,  died  Sept.  6, 
1838;  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  10,  1836,  died  Aug.  26, 
1858;  Charles  W.,   born  April  5,  1843,  died  July 

20,  1873;  he  was  married  to  Emil}'  M.  Wilbur 
March  7,  1869,  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  129tli 
Illinois  Infantry,  Aug.  2,  1862.  His  health  becom- 
ing impaired  he  was  discharged  at  the  ejid  of  the 
fii'st  year,  and  lived  at  home  one  year,  when  he  was 
drafted  and  taken  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  his  retiu-n  home 
he  was  married  and  became  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, named  Idele  May,  born  Dec.  16,  1869.  and 
Chester  Allen,  May  13,  1872.  He  died  suddenly 
at  his  home  while  walking  from  the  pump  in  the 
doorj'ard  to  the  house.  Emil}',  his  widow,  was 
again  married,  Nov.  5,  1885,  to  Joshua  A.  Mus- 
grove,  and  lives  in  Kansas.  The  mother  of  these 
children^died  Jan.  4,  1868,  and  Enoch  Mason  was 
again  married  Feb.  21,  1869,  the  woman  of  his 
choice  being  Sophia  Wilbur.  She  died  June  30 
1873,  and  her  husband  followed  her  Sept.  12,  1874. 
Mary,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  Aug.  6, 
1838,  in  Monroe  Count}',  Mich.,  and  her  parents 
came  to  Illinois  in  1850,  and  located  in  Newtown 
Township,  where  they  resided  at  the  time  of  their 
death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  were  married  in  the 
house  in  which  they  now  live,  and  are  the  parents  of 
the  following-named  children :  Olivia,  born  Oct.  22, 
1858:  Lawrence,  born  Nov.   20,   1859,  died  Aug. 

21,  1860;  Emily  A.,  born  May  31,  1861,  married 
John  Weideman,  of  Newtown  Township,  and  has 
three  children ;  Edwin,  born  June  18,  1866;  Clora 
A.,  Feb.  26,  1868;  Ira  G.,  Nov.  16,  1869;  Andrew, 
Jan.  9,  1872;  Franklin  C,  Oct.  18,  1873.  and  Fred- 
erick G.,  Dec.  12,  1875. 

4* 


Christopher  C.  Leonard  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
129th  Illinois  Infantry,  Aug.  2,  1862,  under  Cnpt. 
John  A.  Hoskins,  at  Pontiac,  and  during  his  term 
of  service  participated  in  several  of  the  larger  en- 
gagements, receiving  his  baptism  of  fire  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Buzzard's  Roost,  in  Georgia.  At  the  battle  of 
Peachtree  Creek  he  received  a  slight  injury,  from 
which  he  soon  recovered.  He  was  with  Sherman 
during  his  Atlanta  campaign  and  in  the  march  to 
the  sea,  particiiiating  in  the  capture  of  Savannah, 
and  the  battle  of  Bentonville.  He  was  nuistered 
out  in  Washington  Cit}'  June  8,  1865,  and  received 
his  discharge  papers  in  Chicago  June  17  of  that 
.year.  He  innnediately  returned  to  his  home  in  this 
c<:iunly,  and  resumed  the  occupation  of  farm  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  are  honored  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  devote  con- 
siderable of  their  time  to  matters  intended  to  ad- 
vance the  best  interests  of  the  congregation.  In 
politics  Mr.  Leonard  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
can  always  be  depended  ui)on  to  watch  over  and 
care  for  the  interests  of  that  party. 


^r^LE  PETERSON,  of  Sunbury  Township,  is 
I  j  one  of  the  most  enterprising  representatives 
\^f^  of  his  nationality  in  Livingston  County. 
He  bears  the  reputation  of  a  praiseworthy  and  in- 
dustrious citizen,  one  who  attends  strictly  to  his 
own  concerns,  and  has  therebj'  made  a  success  both 
as  a  farmer  and  business  man.  He  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  Illinois  for  over  twenty  years,  and  located 
upon  a  tract  of  land  which  had  only  been  partially 
cultivated,  and  which  he  has  transformed  into  one 
of  the  finest  homesteads  in  Sunbury  Township. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  born  in  Stavanger,  Norway, 
July  4,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Anna 
Peterson,  natives  of  the  same  country,  who  there 
spent  their  entire  lives.  He  attended  school  dur- 
ing his  childhood  until  fourteen  j'ears  old,  and  at 
the  same  time  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  The 
agricultural  operations  of  the  Norwegian  farmer  in 
his  own  country  are  very  different  from  those  of 
the  present  agriculturists  of  the  Prairie  State.  The 
implements  are  of  rude  construction,  and  the  tiller 
of  the  soil  in  a  country  not  exceedingly  fertile  has 
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to  contend  with  manj-  disadvantages.  Tlie  parents 
of  our  subject  were  people  of  modest  means,  and 
Ole,  when  a  youth  of  sixteen,  left  the  parental  roof 
and  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  received, 
for  hard  work,  rather  poor  fare,  the  munilicent  sal- 
ary of  $10  per  year,  and  a  piece  of  cloth  for  a  suit 
of  clothes. 

Young  Peterson  liad  always  been  a  serious  and 
reflective  youth,  and  not  being  satisfied  with  his 
prospects  and  condition  in  his  own  countrj^  de- 
termined to  set  sail  for  the  New  World,  stories  of 
which  frequentl}-  reached  him  from  across  the  wa- 
ter. Accordingly,  on  the  loth  of  May,  1860,  he 
set  sail  from  the  port  of  Stavanger  accompanied  b}' 
his  wife  and  child,  lie  having  been  married  in  1859. 
After  a  voj-age  of  six  weeks  they  lauded  in  the 
city  of  Quebec,  Canada,  whence  they  came  directly 
to  the  .States  and  at  once  set  out  for  Illinois.  Mr. 
Peterson  landed  in  Ottawa  with  SI  5  in  his  pocket, 
but  soon  found  employment  upon  a  farm  at  $18  a 
month — a  vast  improvement  upon  the  sum  he  re- 
ceived for  the  same  labor  on  his  native  soil.  He 
lived  economicallj',  and  with  the  help  of  his  excel- 
lent wife,  in  the  course  of  two  years  bought  a  little 
herd  of  cattle,  and  hiring  a  cheap  man  to  look  after 
them,  continued  working  as  before  until  enabled 
to  secu)-e  a  tract  of  land. 

Mr.  Peterson  decided  to  locate  in  the  northern 
part  of  Livingston  County,  which  at  that  time  was 
mostly  open  prairie,  especially  the  districts  including 
the  townshii)s  of  Nevada  and  Sunbury.  This 
made  a  good  range  for  stock,  and  Mr.  P.,  bringing 
his  cattle  hither,  still  continued  hiring  them  herded, 
and  rented  a  tract  of  land  upon  which  to  raise  corn 
and  wheat.  He  ojierated  upon  rented  land  three 
j'ears  with  excellent  results,  and  then  purchased 
eighty  acres,  which  forms  a  [lait  of  his  present 
homestead.  For  this  he  was  to  pay  $1,280.  He 
paid  $320  cash,  and  gave  his  notes  for  the  balance. 
One  of  his  first  duties  was  to  put  up  a  shelter  for 
hi.s  family,  and  upon  the  completion  of  this  he  en- 
tered at  once  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  land. 
He  was  successful  from  the  beginning,  the  seasons 
proving  favoi-able  and  the  soil  yielding  plentifully 
to  his  worthy  efforts.  He  invested  his  surplus  cap- 
iUil  in  additional  land,  buying  eighty  acres  adjoin- 
ing, so  that  he  now  has  a  quarter  section,   and  all 


in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  enclosed  with 
neat  and  substantial  fences,  and  the  farm  buildings 
will  bear  comparison  with  anything  of  the  kind  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  In  1863  Mr.  P.  pur- 
chased a  pair  of  colts  which  he  has  worked  upon 
his  farm  ever  since,  and  now,  although  twenty- 
seven  3'ears  old,  thej'  retain  many  of  the  skittish 
waj-s  of  their  j'outh,  giving  evidence  of  the  care 
and  kindness  with  which  they  have  been  treated 
since  coming  into  the  possession  of  their  present 
owner.  It  is  hardly  necessarj"^  to  say  that  Mr.  Pe- 
terson will  never  part  with  these  old  friends  who 
have  served  him  so  long  and  so  faithfulh'. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was,  in  her  girlhood. 
Miss  Bertha  Johnson,  and  became  the  mother  of 
six  children  :Anuie  was  born  in  1861 ;  Tillie,  in  1863; 
Peter,  in  1865;  Bertha,  in  1868;  Lena,  in  1871 ;  John, 
in  1879.  The  mother,  after  remaining  the  faithful 
and  affectionate  companion  of  her  husband  for  a 
period  of  over  twenty  3'ears,  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  in  Sunbury  Township  in  .September, 
1881,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Sunbury 
Cemeter}'.  Mr.  Petersim  was  subsequenth'  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Inger  Rasmussim,  of  Esraen  Township, 
their  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  August,  1835. 

Mr.  Peterson  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  he  still  loj^ally  adheres, 
and  although  interesting  himself  comparatively 
little  in  politics,  uniformly  supports  Republican 
principles,  and  votes  upon  occasions  of  general 
elections. 
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(f^  MERY  WESTERVELT,  accountant,  and  at 
esent  book-keeper  and  assistant  cashier  for 
?h  &  Dominy,  bankers  at  Fairbur}^  is  a 
native  of  Franklin  Count}',  Ohio,  having  been  born 
twelve  miles  northeast  of  the  city  of  Columbus, 
Oct.  7,  1824.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  more  than  or- 
dinary intelligence,  and  forms  one  of  the  important 
factors  of  a  cultivated  communitj'.  He  was  reared 
to  faiming  pursuits,  in  which  he  engaged  success- 
fully for  .■!  number  of  years,  afterward  obtaining 
a  collegiate  education,  and  was  for  two  j'cars  Pro- 
fessor in  Otterbein  Universitj',  at  AYesterville,  Ohio. 


•►•-4^ 


r*^::* 


Residence  or  Samuel  Mills, Sec.8,Esmen  Township 


Residence:  or  Charles  Faust,Sec.33, Sullivan  Township. 


Residence  ofJohn  Harris, SecJ8,SauneminTownship. 
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The  parents  of  our  subject,  Mathew  and  Abiali 
(Leonard)  Westervelt,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Springfield,  Mass. 
Mathew  Westervelt  was  born  June  15,  1788,  and 
departed  this  life  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  Jan.  4,  1865. 
He  followed  farming  his  entire  lire,  and  with  his  ex- 
cellent wife,  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  The  mother  of  our  suliject 
was  born  Aug.  24,  1792,  and  survived  her  husband 
twent3'-two  years,  her  death  taking  place  Jan.  14, 
1887,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  j'ears. 
The  family  included  ten  children. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  on  the  parental 
homestead,  pursuing  his  early  studies  at  the  district 
school,  and  after  his  connection  with  the  university 
had  ended,  engaged  in  farming  five  j-ears.  He  was 
subsequently  married,  April  24,  1850,  to  Miss  Caro- 
line R.  Connelly,  and  a  few  months  later  removed 
to  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
where  he  became  Superintendent  of  Duff's  famous 
commercial  college,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  two 
years.  Afterward  he  was  associated  witli  the  Colum- 
bia  Oil  Company,  a  wealthy  and  highly  successful 
corporation  in  that  city,  with  a  capital  of  $2,500,- 
000,  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  which  positions  he 
retained  until  1868.  Then,  on  account  of  failing 
health  he  removed,  first  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence 
to  New  York  City,  finally  journeying  West  with 
the  Greeley  Colony  to  Colorado.  Upon  his  return 
eastward  in  1870,  he  resided  in  Fairbury,  this 
county,  four  months,  when  he  returned  to  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  and  took  a  position  with  the  firm  of  A. 
French  &  Co.,  extensive  manufacturers  of  railway 
car  and  locomotive  springs.  He  remained  with 
this  firm  three  years,  and  in  1875  returned  to  Fair- 
burj',  where  he  has  since  resided.  Besides  his  duties 
in  the  bank,  he  is  Secretary  of  the  Fairbury  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association,  and  is  rated  among  the 
representative  business  men  of  the  town. 

Mrs.  Westervelt  was  born  near  Lancaster,  Pa., 
Jan.  7,  1829,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Mary  (Graham)  Connelly,  natives  respectivelj'  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland.  They  resided  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  their  death,  which  oc- 
curred many  years  ago.  The  household  circle  of 
our  subject  and  his  wife  includes  three  interesting 
children,  named   Emer}'  E.,  Carrie  and  George  P. 


They  occupy  a  snug  home  on  Elm  and  Webster 
streets,  and  enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a 
large  circle  of  acquaintances.  Mr.  Westervelt, 
politically,  is  a  decided  Republican. 
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<|  ^ILLIAM  L.  TATE,  widely  known  tlirough- 
\^//  out  Pontiac  Township  as  one  of  its  repre- 
ss sentative  farmers  and  stock-growers,  owns  a 
good  property  of  240  acres  on  section  35,  where 
for  the  last  twentj'  years  he  has  been  engaged  suc- 
cessfully in  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  and  making  a 
specialty  of  raising  grain  and  hay  with  which  to 
feed  the  stock,  large  numbers  of  which  pass 
through  his  hands  annually.  His  course  has  been 
marked  by  industry  and  good  judgment,  and  more 
than  ordinary  success.  He  has  distinguished  him- 
self as  a  liberal-minded  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, wide-awake  to  those  measures  tending  to  the 
welfare  of  the  community'  and  the  elevation  of 
society. 

Mr.  Tate,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  was 
born  June  6,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Elizabeth  Tate,  the  former  deceased  and  the  latter 
a  resident  of  Lee  County,  this  State.  Our  sub- 
ject when  a  child  three  years  of  age  crossed  the 
ocean  with  his  parents  to  America.  After  a  brief 
stay  in  New  York  City  they  proceeded  to  Franklin, 
Mass.,  where  they  located,  and  where  the  father 
followed  his  trade  as  a  shoemaker.  In  the  spring 
of  1853  they  started  for  the  West,  and  located  in 
Peru,  111.,  where  the  father  died  the  following  3'ear. 
The  family  included  nine  children,  all  living,  and 
as  follows:  William  L.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest; 
Hannah  H.  is  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Tilden,  of  Boston, 
Mass.;  Samuel  L.,  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor  Uni- 
versity, and  who  for  some  time  officiated  as  a 
Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  at  Grand  Haven,  Mich., 
is  now  a  resident  of  Sioux  Falls,  Dak. ;  Martha  A. 
is  the  wife  of  Tracey  F.  Marshall,  of  Marshall 
Count}',  Iowa;  Eliza  married  Charles  Gratz,  of 
Winterset,  Iowa;  Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Lewis,  is  re- 
siding in  Lee  County,  this  State;  Henry  W.,  a 
graduate  of  Shurtleff  College,  and  of  tlie  Newton 
(Mass.)  Theological  Seminary,  is  now  a  minister 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  located  in  Tiverton,  R 


HI-*H 


n 


•4» 


f 

■  ^- 

<  i   362 


-t 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


I. ;  John  F.  is  a  resident  of  Winterset,  Iowa,  and 
Eva  is  the  wife  of  T.  G.  Smith,  of  Lincoln,  Kan. 

Mr.  Tate  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits  from 
his  boyhood,  and  after  passing  his  twentj'-seventh 
birthday  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Cade,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  Nov.  21,  18G4.  Mrs.  Tate  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  countr3-  as  her  husband,  and  was 
born  April  5,  1840.  Her  parents,  Lewis  and  Jane 
Cade,  emigrated  to  America  when  she  was  a  young- 
girl  fifteen  j-ears  of  age,  and  settled  first  near 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  A  few  years  later  the  father  died, 
and  the  mother  with  her  children  came  to  Lee 
County,  this  State,  wiiere  her  death  took  place  in 
1867.  The  household  included  nine  children,  three 
living,  namel_v,  George  C. ;  Jane,  the  wife  of  Isaac 
Mclver,  a  resident  of  Reno  County,  Kan. :  and 
Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tate  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
nameh',  Alfred  L.,  Henr^'  A.,  Samuel  W.,  Nettie 
E.,  William  G.  and  Everette  L. 

As  stated  above,  the  farm  of  Mr.  Tate  embraces 
240  acres  of  finely  .^cultivated  land  with  substan- 
tial and  convenient  buildings.  His  accumulations 
have  been  solely  the  result  of  his  own  industry,  as 
he  commenced  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  and  has 
been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources.  He  has 
been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Road 
Commissioner  and  School  Trustee,  which  latter  po- 
sition he  now  holds.  He  has  been  distinguished 
principall}'  b3'  his  strict  attention  to  his  own  af- 
fairs, and  b}"  assisting  his  neighbors  and  fellow- 
townsmen  whenever  there  was  need.  In  politics 
he  is  an  uncompromising  Republican.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tale  are  members  uf  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Pontiac. 

=5iE0RGE  W.  STOKER.  Among  the  well-to- 
do  and  successful  farmers  of  Waldo  Town- 
ship, and  a  gentleman  who  has  attained  suc- 
cess in  life  through  industry  and  economy,  isthc 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Ho  is  at  present  engaged  in 
the  calling  which  he  has  followed  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  life,  and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  cereals   is   devoting   considerable   time   to 


stock-raising  on  his  farm,  which  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 32.  He  is  the  son  of  Jehu  C.  and  Anna 
(Nibbs)  Stoker,  and  was  born  in  Mason  County, 
Ky.,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1827.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  of  good  English  de- 
scent. They  had  six  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject was  the  second:  Mary,  born  Jan.  26,  1824, 
married  Eli  Stephenson,  and  died  leaving  one  child  ; 
Martha  E.,  born  April  13,  1830,  married  Eli  Ste- 
phenson, the  husband  of  her  deceased  sister;  they 
live  in  Kentuck}'  and  have  several  children.  Cyn- 
thia A.,  born  Feb.  19,  1833,  married  James  M. 
Mitchel,  has  seven  children,  and  lives  in  Gridley; 
Sarah  B.,  born  Jan.  3,  1836,  married  Rev.  J.  A. 
Windsor,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  two  children;  John  P.,  born  Feb.  28,  1840,  en- 
listed in  the  army  in  1861,  and  lived  but  a  few 
mouths,  dying  of  measles  in  Bowling  Green,  K3'. 

Mr.  Stoker  was  reared  on  a  farm,  during  which 
time  he  received  a  fair  common-school  education. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof,  assisting  his 
father  in  the  management  of  the  farm  until  he  was 
twentj'-five  j^ears  of  age,  .when  he  concluded  to  try 
his  fortunes  in  California,  and  made  the  journey  to 
that  State  by  waj'  of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  which 
required  about  one  month's  time.  While  he  was 
on  board  the  vessel,  he  had  an  attack  of  measles, 
from  which  he  recovered  very  slowly,  and  which 
left  him  in  impaired  health  for  about  one  year. 
He  remained  in  California  for  about  three  years, 
and  dui'ing  that  time  was  engaged  in  mining.  Al- 
though he  did  not  amass  a  fortune  in  his  mining 
operations,  he  accumulated  more  monej' there  then 
he  could  have  done  by  labor  in  the  same  length  of 
time  in  Kentucky.  In  1856  he  returned  to  the 
latter-named  State,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1857,  when  he  came  to  Illinqis  and  set- 
tled in  Livingston  County,  where  he  purchased  160 
acres  of  land,  on  which  he  lived  for  about  three 
years. 

On  the  2d  of  ^La3%  1860,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Marj'  E.  Jewett,  daughter  of  Parker 
and  Mary  (Cochran)  Jewett,  of  Livingston  County. 
In  1861  he  sold  liis  farm  to  the  man  of  whom  he 
formerly  purchased  it,  and  lived  upon  a  rented 
farm  for  one  year.  The  following  year  he  pur- 
chased  eighty  acres  upon  which  his  present  home 
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stands,  and  since  then  has  purchased  forty  acres 
upon  section  33.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stolter  became  the 
parents  of  two  children — George  P.,  born  Aug.  21, 
1861,  and  May  B.,  May  1,  1863;  both  live  at 
home.  Mrs.  Stoker  was  born  near  Belfast,  Me.,  on 
the  11th  of  November,  1832,  and  died  on  the  17th 
of  May,  1887.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Stoker  was  born 
at  Thetford,  Vt.,  May  28,  1807,  and  the  mother 
June  16,  1805,  in  Belfast,  Me.;  they  were  both  of 
English  descent.  Their  marriage  occurred  on  the 
27th  of  December,  1831,  at  Belfast,  at  which  Rev. 
Ferris  Fitch  was  the  officiating  clergyman. 

Mr.  Stoker  cast  his  first  political  vote  for  Frank- 
lin Pierce  for  President,  but  since  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion  he  has  constantly  voted  the  Republican 
ticket.  Since  1863,  which  is  now  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  he  has  been  custodian  of  the  school 
fund,  and  it  is  worthy  of  mention  that  there  has 
never  been  a  dollar  of  the  funds  gone  astray.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Grid- 
ley,  and  has  for  many  3'ears  served  as  its  Trustee. 
He  is  a  man  about  six  feet  in  height,  weighs  about 
180  pounds,  has  grey  eyes,  and  his  hair  was  auburn 
before  it  turned  grey.  He  is  a  man  of  generous 
and  social  disposition,  and  readily  makes  friends 
who  never  desert  him. 


*>^ 


\T]  OHN  A.  CAVANAUGH,  Nevada's  merchant 
prince,  belongs  to  the  nationality  which  has 
contributed  largely  to  the  advancement  of 
the  business  interests  of  this  section.  He 
was  born  in  County  Gal  way,  Ireland,  Sept.  25, 1845, 
and  is  the  son  of  Patrick  Cavanaugh,  a  native  of 
the  same  county.  His  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Cavanaugh,  was  born  in  County  Wexford,  whence 
he  moved  to  Galway  earl3^  in  life,  taking  up  his 
abode  at  his  beautiful  rural  home,  afterward  known 
as  Knava,  near  the  village  of  Eyrcourt,  where  his 
death  took  place  in  1850. 

Patrick  Cavanaugh  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive county,  and  in  1844  married  Miss  iNIar^',  daugh- 
ter of  John  Coyle,  a  farmer  and  magistrate  for- 
merlj'  of  County  Clare.  The  latter  died  in  1848 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1852,  when  our  subject  was  but   a    lad   of   seven 
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years,  his  parents  decided  to  seek  their  fortunes  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  They  embarked  on  a 
sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
five  weeks  landed  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
Eighteen  months  later  they  removed  to  this  State, 
and  located,  in  LaSalle  County.  The  lather  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land  in  Eagle  Town- 
ship, put  up  a  dwelling,  and  entered  industriously 
upon  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  pur- 
chase. As  the  result  of  industry  and  perseverance, 
he  in  due  time  found  himself  the  owner  of  a  beautiful 
farm  of  400  acres,  with  all  the  appurtenances  of  a 
first-class  country  home.  This  he  sold  in  1874, 
and  retiring  from  active  labor,  took  up  his  residence 
with  his  son,  our  subject,  in  Nevada,  where,  with 
his  estimable  wife,  he  is  spending  his  declining 
years  in  the  ease  and  comfort  to  which  he  is  justly 
entitled. 

Our  subject,  being  the  elder  child,  and  only  son 
of  his  parents,  the  family  consisting  of  but  two 
children,  himself  and  one  sister,  now  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Scanlan,  Esq.,  a  real-estate  agent  and  loan- 
broker  of  Rock  Valley,  Iowa,  his  duties  in  the 
building  up  of  a  new  home  were  necessarily  press- 
ing and  laborious;  and  hence  it  was  that  at  the  ag§ 
of  eighteen  his  education  consisted  of  but  a  moder- 
ate knowledge  of  the  rudiments  acquired  at  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Eagle  Township.  Circumstances 
being  now  favorable  to  his  aspirations,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  attend  the  Christian  Brothers'  School  at 
LaSalle  during  a  portion  of  the  years  1864-65,  still 
continuing  to  assist  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1868,  he  resolved  to 
abandon  farming  and  become  a  merchant,  and  pre- 
paratory to  doing  so,  he  repaired  to  Chicago  and 
entered  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  for 
a  business  training,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  1869.  For  nearly  a  year  thereafter 
he  was  engaged  in  book-keeping  for  a  wholesale 
grocery  house.     He  then  returned  to  the  farm. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1870,  Mr.  Cavanaugh 
married  Miss  Kate  O'Leary,  the  youngest  daughter 
of  a  wealthy  and  respected  farmer  of  Grundy 
Count}'.  With  his  bride  he  staid  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  the  fall  of  1872,  when  he  came  to  Ne- 
vada and  engaged  in  the  grain  business,  building  a 
large  and  substantial  elevator,  and  a  handsome  and 
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commodious  office.  Two  years  Later  he  purchased 
a  general  stock  of  merchandise,  to  which  he  has 
been  adding  until  he  has  now  an  immense  and  well- 
selected  stock,  that  would  do  credit  to  any  town  in 
the  county.  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Cavanaugh  are  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  namely,  Clarence  Emmet,  Ed- 
mund S..  (Memeut  J.,  Constance  L.,  John  A.,  Flor- 
ence Emily,  Celesta  A.,  Irene  M.  and  Gertrude  A. 
Clarence,  though  but  sixteen  years  of  age,  is  Prin- 
cipal of  the  town  school,  while  the  others,  except 
the  two  youngest,  are  among  his  pupils. 

That  Mr.  C.  is  a  man  of  but  ordinary  calibre, 
must  not  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  Nevada  is 
but  a  small  village,  on  the  contrary,  he  is  possessed 
of  superior  abilities,  such  as  befit  a  man  for  the 
front  rank  in  any  community.  He  is  considered 
an  authority  in  educational  matters,  having  written 
manv  able  articles  on  tiie  subject  of  education. 

\f;  OHN  AUGUSTINE,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
fanner  and  stock-raiser,  located  on  section 
17,  Owego  Township,  is  the  owner  of  eighty 
i,(^/  acres  of  finely  improved  and  cultivated  land, 
provided  with  a  substcintial  residence,  from  which 
may  be  obtained  a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding 
countr}'.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  farmers  of  Livingston  Count3%  who 
has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  taken 
advantage  of  modern  progress.  His  barn  and  out- 
buildings are  of  good  description,  and  finely  ar- 
ranged for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  storing  of  grain. 
He  has  a  fine  lot  of  high-gr.ade  cattle  and  hoi'ses, 
and  everything  about  the  premises  indicates  the 
supervision  of  an  enterprising  and  intelligent  man. 
Mr.  Augustine  is  a  native  of  Lancaster  County, 
Pa.,  the  date  of  his  birth  lieing  Jan.  27,  1833,  and 
he  is  a  son  of  John  A.  and  Ann  (Miller)  Augustine, 
natives  of  Germany  and  Pennsylvania  respectively. 
The  father  emigrated  to  America  when  he  was  fif- 
teen 'years  old,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  whei'e 
he  married  and  reared  a  family.  He  was  the  father 
of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living  at  the 
time  this  sketch  is  written :  Martin,  Andrew,  Sam- 
uel, John,  Henry,  Susan:  Mary,  the  wife  of  John 
Carson;  Christie  A.,  the  wife  of  B.  W.  Benedict, 
4* 


and  Mattie.  Those  deceased  are  Elizabeth,  Jacob 
and  Michael,  the  two  latter  having  lost  their  lives 
in  the  late  Civil  War,  in  which  thej'  were  engaged 
as  Union  soldiers.  Jacob  enlisted  in  P'ulton  Countj', 
111.,  went  out  as  a  Captain,  and  was  killed  at  Ken- 
nesaw  Mountain  while  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
Colonel,  not  having  at  that  time  received  a  com- 
mission for  that  rank,  which  had  been  issued  by  the 
Governor.  The  other  son,  Michael,  also  enlisted 
in  Fulton  County,  and  was  killed  at  Mission  Ridge. 
Another  son,  Henry  Augustine,  of  Normal,  111., 
also  enli.«ted  in  Fulton  County  as  a  private,  rose  to 
the  rank  of  Captain,  and  served  four  j'ears,  contin- 
uing in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  county,  and  was  given  a  liberal 
education,  reaping  the  benefit  of  the  advantages 
afforded  in  the  admirable  schools  of  Lancaster 
County.  When  nineteen  j^ears  of  age  he  began  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  occupation  he  followed 
about  eleven  j'ears.  On  the  14th  of  August,  1856, 
in  Pennsylvania,  he  was  married  to  Susan  Duke, 
who  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  that  State,  on 
the  19th  of  October,  1837;  she  is  a  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Catherine  Duke.  The  former  is  de- 
ceased; he  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812;  her 
mother  at  present  resides  in  Missouri.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather,  John  Duke,  was  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Augustine  six  children  have  been  born: 
Charles  F.,  deceased  ;  Yioletta,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Morrison;  Emma  L. ;  Lewis  E.,  deceased  ;Alvaretta 
and  John  A. 

In  1856  Mr.  Augustine  emigrated  to  Illinois, 
where  he  resided  in  Fulton  County  until  he  came 
to  Livingston  County  in  the  spring  of  1869,  and 
located  on  section  18,  Owego  Township,  where  he 
remained  until  1875,  in  which  year  he  settled  on 
section  17,  where  he  now  resides;  his  farm  consists 
of  eighty  aci'es  of  land,  upon  which  he  has  intro- 
duced all  modern  conveniences.  At  present  he  is 
Assessor  of  Owego  Township,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  served  for  thirteen  consecutive  years.  In  1880 
he  was  the  Census  Enumerator  for  the  township. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  serving  as  Justice 
of  the  Pe.ace  in  that  township.  In  political  matters  _ 
he  acts  with  the  Republican  party,   and    is   also  a 
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Strong  advocate  of  temperance,  which  he  enthusi- 
astically advocates.  In  religious  matters  he  knows 
no  creed,  nor  does  he  belong  to  an}'  church;  he  is  a 
Free-thinker  in  all  that  the  title  implies,  but  en- 
deavors to  .act  up  to  the  precepts  of  the  Golden 
Rule.  He  and  his  family  enjoy  the  respect  and  cf.m- 
fidence  of  all  by  whom  they  are  surrounded,  and 
their  friends  number  all  who  know  them. 


for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  imitj'."  It 
is  both  pleasant  and  beautiful  to  see  broth- 
1^  eis  dwelling  together  in  unity,  not  only  in 
social  but  business  matters.  The  Russell  brothers, 
Frank  T.  and  George  W.,  finely  illustrate  the  amicable 
waj'  in  which  brothers  should  stand  together  in  the 
affairs  of  life  when  they  have  opportunity. 

George  W.  Russell,  the  younger  brother,  and  a 
farmer  of  Pontiae  Township,  is  a  native  of  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  on  the  26th  of  .Septem- 
ber, 1847.  He  is  a  son  of  William  R.  and  Harriet 
Russell,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Virginia. 
Adam  Russell,  a  grandfather  of  George,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  The  Russell  family  is  of 
Scotch  descent;  their  grandfather  settled  in  Greene 
Coimty  in  1810.  George  RusseU  came  with  his 
parents  to  Livingston  Countj'  in  1869,  and  settled 
in  Poutiac  Township  on  section  30,  on  which  the 
pai-ents  lived  until  the  father's  death,  which  took 
place  in  1871,  and  the  mother's  in  1875.  They  had 
seven  children:  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  Strain, 
of  Greene  County,  Ohio;  Mary ;  Adam,  of  Shelby 
County,  Ohio;  Frank  T.,  George  W.,  William  E.. 
of  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  and  Ada.  The  father  was 
an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  forty  years, 
always  taking  an  active  pai-t  in  the  affairs  of  that 
chui'ch.  He  was  Republican  in  politic*,  and  a  man 
who  was  universally  respected. 

George  W.  RusseU,  one  i)f  the  tirm  of  Russell 
Bros.,  who  are  now  owners  and  man.agers  of  a  farm 
of  eightj'  acres  in  Pontiae  Township,  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Greene  County,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  and  then  came 
to  Livingston  County  in  1868.  On  the  11th  of 
October,  1877,  he  vvas  married   to  Jennie    Living- 


ston, daughter  of  Isaac  Livingston,  of  McLean 
County.  They  li;i\e  had  one  child.  William  R., 
born  July  8,  1S7H,  and  en  the  17th  of  July,  the 
same  year,  his  wife  dieil.  Frank  T.  Russell,  the 
older  brother  of  the  firm  of  Russell  Bros.,  is  also 
a  native  of  Greene  County,  Ohio,  and  was  born  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1844.  He  has  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer  all  his  life,  in  which  he  has 
been  engaged  in  Livingston  County  since  1868. 
Both  of  the  brothers  are  Republican,  and  vie  with 
each  •other  in  their  devotion  to  that  party.  They 
are  both  public-spirited,  and  in  favor  of  everything 
that  will  improve  the  county  and  elevate  society. 


■vt^  DWARD  WHALEN,  successfully  engaged  in 
1^  farming  and  stock-raising  (m  section  7,  in 
IJL^)  Rook's  Creek  Township,  has  been  a  resident 
of  this  county  since  a  child  not  two  years  of  age. 
He  is  a  n.ative  of  Ireland,  born  in  County  Carlo w, 
Oct.  12,  1847,  and  two  years  later  his  iiarents  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  locating  first  in  Ottawa, 
LaSalle  County,  where  they  remained  until  the  boy 
was  nine  years  old.  In  1854,  during  the  Know- 
Nothing  excitement,  when  he  was  about  seven  years 
of  age,  some  of  his  schoolmates  who  had  heard 
their  parents  talk  about  the  "hateful  foreigners" 
took  a  rope  and  hung  him  to  a  st.ake-and-rider 
fence,  and  but  for  the  timely  interference  of  an 
elder  lirother  the  result  would  have  been  fatal. 

Young  Whalen  pursued  his  studies  in  the  com- 
mon school,  and  after  reaching  his  majority  crossed 
the  Mississippi  to  view  the  country,  but  staid  only 
two  months.  In  1872  he  went  to  Minnesota  on  ac- 
count of  his  health,  remaining  in  the  North  six 
months  and  being  greatlj'  benefited.  After  his  re- 
turn to  Illinois  he  was  m.arried,  April  11,  1875,  to 
Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  Felix  and  Ellen  (Hughes) 
Sherry,  the  mother  a  distant  relative  of  Bishop 
Hughes,  <^f  New  York.  The  wedding  took  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Nebraska  Township,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Handley  officiating.  Of  this  union  there 
have  been  born  three  children,  namely,  Felix  E., 
April  24,  1876;  Edward  J.,  Oct.  27,  1877,  and  Mary 
E.,  Jan.  00,  1879.  l\Ir.  Whalen  has  served  as 
School    Director    six  years,  and  usually  votes  the 
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straight  Democratic  ticket,  although  he  reserves  the 
right  of  a  free  American  citizen  to  vote  otlierwise 
if  he  considers  it  best.  Ho  is  an  active  member  t)f 
the  C'atlmlic  Church,  and  in  all  respects  a  highlj' 
respected  citizen. 

Mrs.  Whalen  was  the  sixth  in  a  fanuly  of  nine 
children  born  to  her  parents.  The  latter  are  both 
dead:  the  mother  died  Nov.  2,  1867,  the  father 
Nov.  18,  1859.  Her  eldest  sister,  Mar}',  was  first 
married  to  Peter  C'onlj-,  and  became  the  mother  of 
one  child,  a  son,  James,  now  a  resident  of  Flana- 
gan. After  the  <leath  of  Mr.  Conl}'  she  married 
John  Flanauau,  and  of  this  union  there  were  born 
four  children.  The  mother  died  in  1872,  and  is 
buried  at  EI  Paso.  Arthur  Sherry  is  married  and 
has  six  children:  James  is  single  and  a  resident  of 
Livingston  County:  John  remains  in  his  native  Ire- 
land, and  is  the  father  of  a  family;  Patrick  is  un- 
married and  a  resident  of  this  county ;  and  Annie, 
also  unmarried,  is  housekeeper  for  lier  brother 
James  in  Nebraska  Township. 

-^ #^B- ^^- 

J'~/OIIN  J.  TAYLOR,  who  is  largely  engaged 
in  the  real-estate,  banking  and  milling  busi- 
ness  in  Fairbury,  was  born  on  the  17th  of 
'  July,  1818,  in  Melton,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
and  conies  of  Scotch  stock,  his  grandfather  being 
John  Ta3'lor,  who  emigrated  from  near  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  to  this  country  in  1785.  His  first  loca- 
tion was  at  Boston.  He  was  a  ship  captain  and 
followed  the  sea  for  many  years,  eventually  losing 
his  life  on  the  ocean.  His  widow  settled  near  Sara- 
toga Springs,  N.  Y. 

The  name  of  the  father  of  our  subject  was  George 
AV.  Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
•was  the  third  son  of  the  family'.  He  obtained  an 
excellent  education  in  his  youth,  and  became  so 
proficient  in  mathematics  and  nautical  studies  that 
he  was  able  to  command  a  vessel,  and  followed  the 
ocean  for  fifteen  years,  but  gave  up  that  vocation 
at  the  earnest  request  of  his  wife,  Harriet  L.  Du- 
persoy,  and  adopted  fairaing  as  his  occupation, 
which  he  made  a  success.  He  resided  in  the  State 
of  New  York  during  his  life,  and  died  in  1881. 
Having  been  economical  he  succeeded   in  accumu- 


latlng  about  120,000.  His  wife  was  of  French- 
English  descent,  and  was  born  in  1795,  and  died  in 
1837.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children: 
George  C,  who  married  Uretta  Beutley;  John  J., 
our  subject,  and  Mary  L.,  who  married  O.  H.  P. 
Nash. 

After  obtaining  a  liberal  e<lucation  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  town  Mr.  Taylor  came  to 
Illinois  in  1851,  and  entered  Lennox  Academy, 
where  he  remained  two  and  one-half  years.  He  is 
a  pioneer  in  the  real-estate  business,  and  during  his 
early  residence  in  Illinois  entered  about  11,000 
acres  of  land,  and  ultimately  disposed  of  it  at  a 
good  profit.  He  has  pursued  this  business  to  a 
greater  oi- less  extent  ever  since.  In  1866  he  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business  by  opening  a  private 
lianking  institution.  In  1871-72  he  assisted  in 
establishing  the  First  National  Bank  in  Fairbury, 
and  became  one  of  its  Directors.  The  capital  of 
this  bank  is  $50,000,  and  it  has  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  the  community.  At  the  time  this  sketch 
is  written  Mr.  Taylor  is  the  possessor  of  800  acres 
of  the  best  land,  which  is  divided  into  five  differ- 
ent farms  of  1 60  acres  each,  and  every  one  is  being 
placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor has  twelve  acres  of  land  in  Fairbur}',  on  which  he 
has  erected  one  of  the  finest  dwelling-houses  in  the 
town.  He  is  what  might  be  called  well-to-do,  as 
his  assets  of  real  and  personal  property  probal)lj' 
foot  up  to  8200,000.  He  is  very  largely  interested 
in  the  milling  business  at  Quincy.  His  mills  were 
destroj'ed  by  fire,  but  he  has  rebuilt  them  at  a  cost 
of  about  $100,000;  they  contain  all  the  modern 
roller  improvements,  and  have  a  capacity  of  1,200 
barrels  per  day. 

John  J.  Taylor  was  married,  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1855,  to  Hannah  E.  Cary,  a  native  of  Bruns- 
wick, Me.,  who  was  born  Jan.  19,  1828,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Oakman)  Cary. 
lies  father  was  a  manufacturer  of  clocks  and  was  a 
very  fine  mechanic.  A  Mr.  Dennison,  an  appren- 
tice of  his,  was  the  first  man  to  make  a  watch  by 
machinery,  and  during  their  lives  they  were  fast 
friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Mary  L.  married  Lester  H.  Strong, 
and  lives  in  Ottawa,  111.;  Alice  E.  and  James  C. 

Our  subject   and  wife  attend    the  Presbyterian 
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Church.  He  is  a  thorough-going  Republican,  anrl 
puts  forth  his  best  efforts  in  political  matters  for 
the  success  of  that  party,  although  he  never  neg- 
lects his  business  affairs  for  polities.  ]Mr.  T.ajior 
is  haiulling  his  affairs  successful!}'  and  profitably. 
In  his  business  relations  he  is  always  found  to  be  a 
man  of  strict  integrit}',  honorable  and  fair  in  all 
liis  dealings,  doing  unto  others  as  he  would  they 
should  do  unto  him,  and  thus  merits  and  receives 
the  approval  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances. 


JCHOLAS  WEIHERMILLER.  A  large 
proportion  of  Avoca  Township  is  under 
cultivation  by  the  thrifty  and  industrious 
German  farmer.  This  nationality  has  had  much  to 
do  with  the  building  up  of  the  great  West,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  performing  his  part  as  an 
enterprising  citizen  on  a  snug  farm  on  section  25 
of  the  township  mentioned.  The  early  part  of 
his  life  was  spent  in  the  Province  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  where  he  was  born  May  4.  1856,  and 
from  which  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
the  spring  of  1872. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  George  and  Maggie 
(Heinliue)  Weihermiller,  were  natives  of  the  same 
Province  as  their  son,  and  of  German  ancestry  for 
generations  back.  Nicholas  was  the  fourth  of  the 
famil}',  and  commenced  his  education  when  a  little 
lad  six  years  of  age.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
had  completed  his  studies,  and  two  years  later  with 
the  enterprise  for  which  he  has  always  been  dis- 
tinguished, started  out  by  himself  to  seelv  his  fort- 
unes on  another  continent.  He  embarked  in  a 
sailing-vessel  at  Bremen,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
two  weeks,  set  foot  on  American  soil,  proceeding 
at  once  from  New  York  City  directly  for  the  West. 
For  several  years  thereafter  he  was  a  resident  of 
LaSalle  County,  this  State,  whence  he  came  to 
Livingston  Count}'  in  1877. 

Mr.  A\^eihermiller  commenced  life  in  this  county 
as  a  farm  laborer,  working  two  years  in  Pleasant 
Ridge  Township,  after  which  he  farmed  there  on 
rented  land  two  years  longer.  He  took  up  iiis  resi- 
dence in  Avoca  Township  about  1880,  locating  on 
his  present  farm  where  he  has  since  resided.  His 
<■        ^ 


property  includes  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  and 
the  improvements  which  the  passing  traveler  be- 
holds are  the  result  of  the  industry  and  enterprise 
of  the  proprietor.  Besides  his  home  farm  he  owns 
eighty  acres  in  Iroquois  County,  which  is  operated 
by  a  tenant.  This  also  has  good  buildings,  and 
upon  his  homestead  is  a  creditable  assortment  of 
live  stocic,  and  all  the  necessary  machinery  for 
lessening  labor  in  producing  and  garnering  the 
choicest  crops  of  the  Prairie  State.  Considering 
the  fact  that  Mr.  \\'eihermiller  came  to  Illinois 
with  a  cash  capital  of  sixty-three  cents  in  his 
pocket,  the  progress  which  he  made  should  be  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  himself   and  those  interested. 

The  lady  who  presides  over  the  domestic  affairs 
of  our  subject,  and  takes  the  warmest  interest  in 
his  success,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Louisa  Metz, 
and  she  became  his  wife  on  the  2d  of  Januar}-, 
1878.  Mrs.  W.  was  born  in  Woodford  County, 
Aug.  28,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Frederick 
Metz,  one  of  the  most  thorough  farmers  and  highly 
resp?cted  citizens  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Township. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  five 
children,  namely,  Ida,  born  March  24,  1879; 
George  F.,  Oct.  3,  1881 ;  Matilda,  March  14,  1883; 
Bertha,  Jan.  17,  1885,  and  Delia,  Oct.  30,  1886. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Weihermiller,  Frederick  and 
Barbara  (Somer)  Metz,  are  natives  of  Germany, 
whence  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and 
located  in  this  county  about  twenty  years  ago.  Of 
the  large  family  of  children  born  to  them,  the  fol- 
lowing survive,  namely,  Frederick;  Barbara,  the 
wife  of  William  Voelpel,  of  Tazewell  County;  John, 
Mary,  Louisa,  Samuel,  Lewis,  Lena,  William  and 
Amos. 

Mr.  Weihermiller  is  an  intelligent  citizen  who 
keeps  himself  informed  upon  matters  of  general  in- 
terest, and  politically,  votes  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket. 


LHANAN  MORRIS,  ;i  wealthy  and  influen- 
tial farmer  of  Belle  Prairie  Township,  is 
finely  located  on  section  3,  where  he  has 
eighty  acres  of  valuable  land,  u|)on  which  he  has  ef- 
fected some  of  the  finest  imi>rovements  in  the 
county.     The  residence  is  a  model  of  beauty  and 
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cv>nveuience,  aud  is  flanked  by  a  neat  and  substantial 
barn,  with  a]l  other  necessary  out-buildings.  The 
fields  are  niainlj-  devoted  ti)  grain  and  pasture,  and 
the  land  has  been  thoroughly  drained  with  abiiut 
80(1  rods  o£  tile.  Everything  is  kept  ''shipsha|je," 
aud  Mr.  Morris  is  held  in  the  highest  respect,  bt>th 
as  a  skillful  farmer  and  desirable  member  of  the 
Community.  He  has  never  been  afraid  of  industri- 
I.1US  t^iil  and  has  honestly  earned  every  dollar  of  his 
ptissessions.  Of  late  3- ears  he  has  partiallj'  retired 
from  active  labor  and  is  wisely  spending  his  declin- 
ing daj's  in  the  ease  and  comfort  tv  which  lie  is 
justly  entitlexl. 

Like  nianj-  of  the  early  settlers  of  Illinois,  Jlr. 
Morris  is  a  native  of  Pemisylvauia,  and  was  born  in 
Greene  County,  Nov.  1,  1824.  His  parents,  Abner 
and  Rachel  (Bo'ners)  Morris,  were  born  and  reared 
in  the  same  county.  They  spent  their  entire  lives 
in  the  Ke^'stone  State,  where  Abner  Morris  became 
a  man  of  "wealth  and  prominence,  and  where  his 
death  took  place  in  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he  was 
sixty-nine  years  of  age.  The  mother  had  passed 
away  manj'  3'ears  previous  to  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. Botli  were  devoted  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  numbered  among  its  most  liberal  and 
cheerful  supporters.  Their  family  included  three 
sons  and  five  daughters,  of  whom  Elhanan,  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  eldest.  Tlie  others  were  named  re- 
sjjectively,  Ira,  Margaret,  Rachel,  Mary,  Joseph, 
Rebecca  and  Caroline.  Of  these  Mary  is  deceased, 
and  the  others  reside  in  Nebraslca,  Iowa,  Ohio  and 
Pennsj'lvania. 

Oiu-  subject  remained  under  the  home  n>of  until 
after  reaching  his  twenty-fourth  year,  and  was  tlien 
married  in  his  native  county  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pat- 
ton,  in  December,  1848.  The  year  following  they 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  first  in  Bureau  County, 
where  Mr.  Morris  worked  splitting  rails,  at  $11  per 
month.  He  shortly,  however,  embarked  in  the 
same  businos  on  hih  own  hc^ok,  continuing  in  Bureau 
County  until  the  fall  of  the  year,  when  he  removed 
to  Woodford  and  farmed  upon  rented  land  for  ten 
years.  He  saved  what  lie  could  of  his  income,  and 
in  1  (SCO  came  to  Livingston  County  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  in  due  time 
transformed  into  his  present  beautiful  and  valu.-ible 
farm.     It  i.^  in  all  respects  a  forcible  illustration  of 


what  may  be  accomplished  by  industry  and  perse- 
verance, and  the  peoi)le  around  him  who  have 
known  him  iQng  and  well,  all  agree  that  he  has  no 
more  than  he  deserves. 

Mrs.  Morris,  like  her  husband,  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  was  born  Oct.  IG,  1830.  Her 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Jane  (Ilaynes)  Patton, 
also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  whence  they 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1851.  The  mother  depai'ted 
this  life  some  years  ago  in  Woodford  Count}^;  the 
father  is  living  and  resides  there  upon  the  old  home- 
stead. Our  subject  is  a  valued  member  of  the  New- 
School  Baptist  Church,  and  politically^  is  a  Jack- 
sou  ian  Democrat. 

LBERT  HOFFiMANN,  who  has  traveled  ex- 
tensively in  this  country  and  Europe, 
has  chosen  farming  and  stock-raising  for 
his  occupation,  and  is  now  located  on  a 
160-acre  farm  on  section  33,  Pleasant  Ridge  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Thuringia,  Germany,  Maj' 
26,  1834.  When  a  boy  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
weaver,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  short  time  in  the 
old  countrj'.  lu  1853  he  emigrated  to  America 
and  found  employment  by  the  month  on  a  farm  in 
New  Jersey.  For  three  years  he  continued  at  this 
employment  at  $5  per  month,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Bureau 
County,  where  he  worked  by  the  month  for  ten 
years.  In  1867  Mr.  Hoffmann  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  for  which  he  paid  $15 
per  acre,  and  to  which  he  has  since  added  eighty 
acres  more.  When  he  purchased  this  land  it  was 
in  an  unbroken  state,  but  by  diligent  work  he  has 
put  it  in  a  condition  of  excellent  cultivation.  His 
farm  buildings  are  of  first-class  quality,  the  barn 
being  40x60  feet  in  dimensions.  Like  very  many 
of  the  farmers  of  Livingston  County,  j\h-.  Hoffmann 
is  largely  engaged  in  raising  stock,  and  at  the  time 
this  sketch  is  written  has  twenty-two  fine  horses 
and  a  large  herd  of  Durham  cattle  on  his  farm. 
He  takes  great  pride  in  the  stock  department,  and 
has  earned  a  reputation  co-extensive  with  the 
county  as  a  model  stock-i'aiser. 
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On  the  6th  of  March,  1864,  Mr.  Hofemann 
was  married  to  Miss  Helen  Stahly,  who  was  a  na- 
tive of  Gennanj',  born  Oct.  "22,  1844.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Kate  (Gingeriek)  .Stahly, 
natives  of  Germany,  the  former  born  in  1813,  and 
died  in  1881);  the  mother  was  born  in  the  same 
year,  and  is  still  living.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children — Eliza,  William  and  Helen.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoffmann  have  been  born  six  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follow.?:  Arthur,  Johnnna, 
Ernest,  Bertha,  Edgar  and  Katie. 

Mr.  Hoffmann  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  which  he  joined  upon  his  advent  into  this 
country.  He  is  a  man  who  takes  great  interest  in 
all  matters  relating  to  education,  and  for  that 
reason  has  been  selected  as  School  Director  for  his 
district.  In  1878  he  made  a  return  visit  to 
Europe,  taking  an  extensive  trip  through  the 
greater  portion  of  that  countr3^  He  traveled  ex- 
tensively in  Russia,  being  on  the  road  from  May 
till  Se|)teniber,  and  visited  all  places,  of  interest,  in- 
cluding the  spot  where  Alexander  the  Second  was 
killed  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia.  He  made  a  trif) 
up  and  down  the  River  Rhine,  and  in  the  month  of 
September  returned  to  his  home  in  Illinois,  feeling 
that  he  had  been  much  profited  by  his  visit  abroad. 
He  is  a  man  of  extensive  reading,  which,  coupled 
with  his  wide  experience  as  a  traveler,  makes  him 
a  very  entertaining  man  in  conversation.  He  and 
his  family  occupy  a  prominent  position  in  the  so- 
ciety of  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  and  a  visit  to 
their  home  is  always  agreeable. 

We  present  on  an  aecomiianying  page  of  this 
work  a  view  of  Mr.  Hoffmann's  residence. 

ylLLIAM  F.  EIKLOR,  who  is  accredited 
with  the  ownership  of  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Belle  Prairie  Township,  makes  a  specialty 
of  dealing  in  cattle,  purchasing  and  shipping  to  the 
Eastern  markets.  He  also  breeds  considerably,  and 
altogether  handles  large  numbers  annually.  His 
property  includes  160  acres  of  valuable  land,  which 
he  has  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  pro- 
viding it  with  handsome  and  substantial  buildings 
and  all  the  accessories  required  by  the  intelligent 


farmer  of  the  nineteenth  century.  As  a  citizen  and 
member  of  his  community  he  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  reliable  men  of  his  township,  prompt  to 
meet  his  obligations,  and  possessing  all  the  quali- 
ties which  couimend  him  to  an  appreciative  and  in- 
telligent class  of  people. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  Aug. 
2, 1838,  and  i.s  the  son  of  William  F.  and  Jeanette 
(Cane)  Eiklor,  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  the 
former  of  German  ancestr3^  The  father  was  born 
in  1815,  and  died  in  McLean  Countj',  this  State,  in 
January,  186G.  He  spent  his  childhood  and  youth 
in  his  native  county,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Ohio 
and  there  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  ma- 
chinist, which  he  followed  through  life,  preparing 
principally  the  iron  work  for  vessels,  including 
schooners  and  steamboats.  He  established  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  at  Huron,  and  employed  a  goodly 
number  of  workmen  during  the  busy  scn.sons.  He 
was  a  skilled  mechanic,  and  although  receiving  "but 
a  common-school  education,  became  a  man  whose 
influence  was  sensibly  felt  in  his  community,  of 
which  he  was  a  highly  respected  member.  The 
mother  was  born  in  1818,  and  was  married  in  the 
spring  of  1836:  she  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  children.  Although  quite  aged  she 
is  a  healthy  and  vigorous  lady,  possessing  the  ad- 
mirable constitution  of  her  Irish  ancestors.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  many  years.  They  came  to  Illinois  in 
1847,  and  Mr.  E.  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Cropsey 
Township,  McLean  County,  which  remained  in  his 
possession  until  his  decease.  The  home  circle  in- 
cluded a  large  family  of  children,  of  whom  Will- 
iam F.,  our  subject,  was  the  eldest.  The  others 
were  named  respectively,  James,  Alouzo,  Joseph 
B.,  Rebecca  J.,  Louisa,  Frederick  B.,  Cecelia,  John, 
Edward  H.,  Jay  and  Jeanette. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  nine  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  Illinois.  He  remained  under 
the  home  roof  until  after  reaching  his  twenty-first 
year,  when  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  So- 
phronia  Olmsted,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  Jan.  18,  1858,  Rev.  John  Elliott, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  officiating.  Mrs.  Eik- 
lor was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  27, 
1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Caleb  and  .Samautlia 
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(Wagner)  Olmsted,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
Her  fatlier  was  born  in  1812,  and  eanie  with  his 
family  to  Illinois  in  1S4G,  locating  in  DeKalb 
Count_v,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  became 
quite  wealthy.  His  death  took  place  at  the  home- 
stead there  in  Jnly,  1886.  The  mother  was  born  in 
1814,  and  survived  her  husband  less  than  a  year, 
her  death  taking  place  in  Febnmrj>  1887,  at  Genoa, 
DeKalb  County.  .She  is  .affectionately  remembered 
by  her  children  as  a  lady  possessing  all  the  desirable 
qualities  of  a  wife  and  mother,  and  was  a  devoted 
Christian  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  man}-  years.  The  parental  family  in- 
ehided  eleven  children,  namel_y:  Andrew,  Alfred, 
Chester,  Lester,  Henry,  Sophronia,  Caroline,  Helen, 
Emeline,  Ella  and  Emma. 

The  two  children  of  .Air.  and  Mrs.  Eiklor  are  Will- 
iam A.,  who  was  born  Feb.  25,  1859,  married  Miss 
Susan  Blundj".  and  is  now  occupied  in  farming  in 
Cropsej-  Township,  McLean  County;  and  Eunice 
S.,  who  was  born  Feb.  16,  1865,  and  died  wIilmi  an 
interesting  child  of  seven  j-ears,  Sept.  12,  l.s72. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cropsey, 
and  politically.  Mr.  E.  uniformly  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket. 

As  representative  of  this  section  of  countrj-  we 
refer  to  the  view  of  Mr.  Eiklor's  residence  on  an  ad- 
joining page  of  this  Album. 
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^/ONATHAN  G.  MOORE,  the  well-known 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  whose  farm  is  lo- 
cated on  section  33,  Indian  Grove  Town- 
)  ship,  has  been  boy  and  man  a  resident  of 
Illinois,  and  in  fact  of  this  township,  where  he 
was  born  and  where  he  has  lived  for  over  half  a 
century.  In  that  time  he  has  seen  the  State  grow 
from  wildness  to  sparsely  settled  neighborhoods, 
which  have  grown  to  a  thicklj'  peopled  common- 
wealth dotted  over  with  populous  cities,  and  rami- 
fied in  all  directions  by  railro.ads.  The  rise  and 
progress  of  Illinois  during  the  last  half  century  has 
been  one  of  the  marvels  of  the  West,  ajid  affords  a 
gratifying  comparison  with  the  advancement  of  all 
other  portions  of  the  New  World.  No  class  of  men 


have  had  more  to  do  with  this  remarkable  progress 
than  those  who  transformed  the  vast  expanse  of 
law  prairie  into  farms  many  of  which  are  beautiful 
and  fertile  as  gardens.  It  happens  in  this  instance 
that  both  father  and  son  share  in  the  hon(n-s  that 
crown  the  pioneers,  who  have  lived  to  see,  on  every 
side,  the  happy  results  of  their  handiwork. 

Richard  Moore,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  residing  on  his  farm  on  section  29,  Indian 
Grove  Township,  is  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
this  State.  He  was  born  in  Buford  Count}',  N.  C, 
on  the  31st  of  May,  1810,  and  accompanied  his 
parents  when  they  moved  to  Tennessee  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  1818.  His  removal  to  Illinois  occurred 
in  1830,  and  his  settlement  in  Indian  Grove  Town- 
ship dates  from  1832.  In  the  year  following  he 
visited  Chicago  when  the  stores  of  that  city  con- 
sisted of  six  log  structures.  On  the  1 2th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1828,  Richard  Moore  w.as  married  to  Perlina 
Phillips,  a  native  of  Alabama,  where  she  was  born 
on  the  25th  of  April,  1810,  but  was  reared  to 
womanhood  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  They  are 
the  parents  of  a  large  family,  as  follows:  Elizabeth, 
Sarepta  J.,  Jonathan  G.,  Sarah  A.,  Nancy,  Melinda, 
Martha,  Hannah,  James  R.,  John  M.  He  is  of  Ger- 
man and  Welsh  descent,  while  Mrs.  M.'s  ancestors 
were  Irish.  His  father  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
and  died  in  1842.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for 
many  years  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
congregation  to  which  they  belong.  The  farm  on 
which  they  have  lived  so  long  consists  of  160  acres, 
and  it  has  been  cultivated  to  the  best  advantage. 
He  gives  his  jDolitical  adhesion  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  f<n'  years  has  been  constant  in  his  fealty. 

Jonathan  G.  Moore,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Indian  Grove  Township  on  the  23d  of 
November,  1 835,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  sharing  the  hardships  and  privations 
incident  to  the  primitive  life  of  those  days.  He 
took  advantage  ot  such  school  facilities  as  were 
then  afforded  and  succeeded  in  olitaining  a  fair 
eilucation.  As  soon  as  he  w.ns  capable  he  took 
charge  of  the  home  farm,  the  father  being  in  ill- 
health  and  of  defective  hearing,  and  managed  the 
l^lace  so  that  it  proved  remunerative.  Mr.  Moore 
was  married,  Dec.  24,  1862,  to  Miss  Rosann  Hight, 
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a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Slie  was  born  in  1838, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  Hight, 
who  were  Germans  by  liirth.  One  child  lias  J)een 
born  to  them,  a  bright-eyed  girl  on  wliom  they  have 
conferred  the  name  of  Laura  E.  Mrs.  Moore  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Chureli,  and  talvos  a 
deep  interest  in  its  affairs.  Mr.  Moore  is  independ- 
ent in  his  political  opinions,  and  does  not  yield 
any  allegiance  to  either  of  the  old  political  organi- 
zations. He  owns  a  farm  of  ninety -six  acres,  fifty- 
six  of  which  are  under  excellent  cultivation,  while 
the  remainder  is  used  for  pasture. 

-^>> ^.o*o.(c2\>^/S5-°*°' <^^- 

■^OHN  M.  ZOOK.  Natives  of  Pennsylvania 
I  are  numerous  in  Livingston  County,  and 
wherever  a  Pennsylvanian  is  found  a  thrifty 
farmer  can  be  named.  The  original  set- 
tlers of  Pennsylvania  were  a  hardy  class  of  men 
and  women,  who  were  not  onl^^  noted  for  their 
thrift  and  excellent  abilit}^  as  managers,  but  for 
their  intelligence.  When  one  can  trace  his  an- 
cestry back  to  a  generation  or  two  of  Pennsylva- 
niaus  he  can  establish  beyond  dispute  the  pedigree 
of  good  stock.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
Pennsylvanian,  as  was  his  father,  which  largely 
accounts  for  his  success  in  life,  having  grown  from 
a  very  unpromising  beginning.  When  a  man  be- 
gins on  nothing  and  attains  to  tliat  point  which 
makes  him  independent,  lie  is  deserving  of  credit, 
and  is  generally  awarded  it.  Mr.  Zook  has  de- 
voted himself  assiduously  all  his  life  to  the  work 
of  making  a  home  which  should  be  a  comfort  to 
him  and  all  those  dependent  upon  him,  and  he  has 
succeeded.  He  is  now  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Avoca  Township,  where  he  is  lo- 
cated on  section  33.  He  is  a  native  of  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  Aug.  17,  183C,  and 
is  the  son  of  Solomon  and  Clarissa  Zook,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  New  .Jersey  respectively.  His 
paternal  ancestors  were  of  German  descent,  and  on 
the  mother's  side  of  German  and  Yankee  origin. 
His  maternal  grandfather,  John  M.  Speri-y,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 

When  three  years  of  age  Mr.  Zook's  parents  re- 
moved from  Ohio  to  Montgomery  County,  Ind., 
4* 


where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  and  died 
about  the  year  1849.  Our  subjec^t  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  on  a  farm, 
where  he  received  but  a  limited  education,  on  ac- 
count of  the  inability  of  his  parents  to  pay  for 
tuition,  and  the  necessity  of  his  performing  much 
work  upon  the  farm.  He  came  to  Livingston 
County,  111.,  in  1854,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
farmed  as  a  renter.  At  the  time  he  arrived  in  this 
county  his  cash  capital  amounted  to  !S1.25,  and  with 
that  small  beginning  he  began  life.  He  has  been 
successful  in  his  business  affairs,  and  now  owns  a 
very  excellent  farm,  the  products  of  which  yield 
him  commensurate  returns  for  the  labor  bestowed 
and  the  money  invested. 

Mr.  Zook  was  married,  on  the  2d  of  March.  18G5, 
to  Sarah  F.  McDowell,  daughter  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Dowell, of  Fairbury,  111.  To  them  have  been 
born  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living — -Jes- 
sie, Edward,  Harry  and  Roy.  The  name  of  tlie 
deceased  was  Thomas.  Mr.  Zook  is  independent 
in  political  matters,  voting  for  the  best  man  for 
the  office,  regardless  of  part}-.  For  sevei'al  years 
he  satisfactorily  discharged  the  important  duties  of 
School  Director,  and  in  that  capacity  showed  con- 
siderable abilit3\  He  and  his  excellent  family 
stand  well  in  the  estimation  of  all  tlieir  neighbors, 
and  whenever  occasion  requires  respond  cheer- 
fully and  promptly  to  all  calls  which  appeal  to  their 
generosity.  As  a  farmer  Mr.  Zook  is  modern  in 
his  methods  and  enterprising  in  his  undertakings. 
His  success  testifies  to  his  euergj-  and  good  man- 
agement. 


<^  ARON  WEIDER.  So  far  as  relates  to  rcsi- 
(@/'-J|i    dence,  the  man  wIkj  was  born  in  Ohio  and 

///  I&  resided  there  until  Hearing  his  majority, 
^fl  then  became  a  citizen  of  Indiana  until  liis 

marriage,  and  afterwiird  a  resident  of  Illinois,  can 
boast  of  citizenship  in  three  of  the  greatest  ^Vestern 
States.  Ohio  people  are  good  peoi)le  wherever  you 
find  them.  The  adopted  Indiatiian  is  distinguislicd 
the  World  over  as  a  rugged,  honest  man,  while  he 
who  has  lived  long  enough  in  the  Prairie  .State  to 
lie  an  Illinoisan,  in  fact  has  acquired  about  the  best 
citizenship  that  one  can  boast  of.     In  tliese  declara- 
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tions  we  have  outlined  the  men  among  whom  Mr. 
Weider  can  be  classed,  as  the  facts  nf  his  birth  and 
life  as  revealed  in  the  following-  sketch  will  show. 

Mr.  Welder  is  a  native  of  Ross  Count}-,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  9th  of  October,  1822. 
He  is  the  son  of  Georg-e  and  Patience  (Ford)  Wel- 
der, who  were  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylva- 
nia and  New  .Tersej-,  and  were  both  of  German  ori- 
jrin.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  the  father  served  in  a  like 
capacity  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  the  ftmrth 
son  in  his  fathers  family,  and  was  reared  in  Ohio 
luitil  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he  accompanied  his 
parents  when  they  removed  to  Tippecanoe  Count\', 
Ind. 

On  the  2d  of  Ma}',  1854,  Mr.  Weider  was  mar- 
ried to  Matilda  Tanner,  a  natiAe  of  Montgomery 
County,  Ohio.  They  have  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  live  are  living:  Blanche,  3Irs.  A.  M.  Bentley, 
of  Owego  Township;  Clara:  Jessie  F.,  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Phillips,  of  Nebraska;  Metta  and  Alfred  G.  In 
1856  Mr.  Weider  came  to  Livingston  Country  with 
his  wife  and  one  child,  and  after  residing  in  various 
parts  of  the  count}'  linall}- settled  on  the  farm  which 
be  is  now  occupying,  on  section  IC,  Avoca  Towni- 
ship,  in  the  year  1877.  This  farm  consists  of  120 
acres,  ever}'  foot  of  which  is  available  for  cultiva- 
tion. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  an  entluisiastic  nieni- 
ber  of  the  Republican  party,  which  upon  several 
occasions  has  chosen  him  to  serve  the  people  in 
some  official  capacity.  For  one  year  he  was  Col- 
lector of  Avoca  Township,  and  is  at  present  Asses- 
sor. He  served  for  many  years  as  District  School 
Director,  and  for  four  years  in  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  Treasurer  of  Livingston  County,  in  all  of 
which  various  positions  he  has  discharged  the  du- 
ties which  devolved  upon  him  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  the  ])eople.  He  is  a  member  of  Fairbury 
Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  JL,  and  takes  an  interest  in  all 
things  conncted  with  that  fraternity.  He  and  his 
wife  are  highly  esteenicil  members  of  society,  and 
po|)ular  with  all  their  neighbors. 

Mr.  Weider  has  a  war  record  of  which  any  man 
might  be  proud.  On  tlie  24th  of  July,  1801,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  K,  Sd  Illinois  Cavalry,  and 
r^erved    until  the   5tli   of   December,    1804,  during 


which  time  he  participated  in  many  serious  engage- 
ments, and  mai'ched  many  hundreds  of  miles.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Chick.asaw  Bluffs, 
Black  River,  Edwards  Station,  and  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg.  He  had  two  ribs  Ijroken  by  a  fall  from 
a  horse  while  participating  in  a  cavalry  charge  in 
the  skirmish  on  Red  River  in  Louisiana.  He  took 
part  in  numerous  engagements  and  skirmishes, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Springfield,  111., 
at  the  close  of  his  term  of  service.  He  entered  the 
army  as  a  private  soldier,  and  was  soon  afterward 
chosen  First  Lieutenant  of  the  company,  and  for 
nearly  two  years,  wliile  holding  that  rank,  com- 
manded the  company,  the  Captain  being  absent  on 
detached  service  nearly  all  that  time. 


IjL--^  ON.  GP:0RGE  TORRANCE,  atlorney-at- 
Ifjll  law  and  State  Senator,  a  resident  of  Pon- 
^^>;f^'  tiac,  is  a  native  of  Fairfield  County,  Ohio, 
(^  and  was  born  on  the  loth  of  May,  1847. 
He  is  the  son  of  David  and  Sarah  J.  (Kerns)  Tor- 
rance, who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
came  to  Illinois  in  1863,  locating  in  Danville,  Ver- 
milon  County,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  and  where  he  still  resides. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
always  taken  great  interest  in  the  success  of  that 
organization.  The  family  consists  of  six  children 
living — George,  John,  Elizabeth,  Annie,  Ellen  and 
William.  The  ancestry  on  the  father's  side  was 
Irish,  and  on  the  mother's  German. 

During  his  residence  in  Ohio  George  Torrance 
attended  the  public  schools  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  went  to  Danville, 
Vermilion  County,  with  his  father's  family,  and 
was  there  variously  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  dry- 
goods  store,  clothing  store,  and  assistant  agent  for 
the  United  States  Express  Company.  In  January, 
1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  149th  Illinois 
Regiment,  and  remained  in  the  service  one  year, 
the  full  term  of  his  enlistment.  He  was  on  guard 
duty  most  of  the  time,  and  was  captured  at  Charles- 
ton, Teun.,  between  Knoxville  .and  Chattanooga,  but 
his  imprisonment  was  of  short  duration,  as  his  cap- 
tors were  driven  away  by  the  Union   troops  with- 
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out  being  able  to  take  their  prisoners  with  thcin. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  armj'  our  subject  re- 
turned to  Danville,  and  obtained  employment  as  a 
clerk  in  a  clothing  store,  where  he  remained  until 
1869,  when  he  came  to  Livingston  County  and 
settled  at  Chatsvvorth.  At  that  place  he  clerked  in 
a  drj' -goods  house,  and  then  became  an  agent  for  a 
Chicago  business  house  until  1873,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  Chatsworth  PaUadium.  lie  edited  this 
paper  and  did  most  of  tiie  work  on  it  for  sixteen 
months,  when  he  begau  the  study  of  law  with 
Fosdick  &  Wallace,  in  Chatsworth. 

Mr.  Torrance  was  elected  Justice  of  tlie  Peace 
in  1873,  and  served  until  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1875,  when  he  resigned.  He  theu  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  Chatsworth,  and  continued 
until  1881,  when  he  came  to  Pontiac,  where  he 
continued  the  practice  of  law,  and  in  1884  formed 
a  partnership  with  R.  S.  Mcllduff,  the  firm  now  be- 
ing Mclldutf  &  Torrance.  In  1880  he  received 
the  Republican  nomination  for  State  Senator,  and 
was  triumphantly  elected.  After  serving  four 
years  in  that  capacity'',  the  people  were  so  well  sat- 
isfied that  they  re-elected  him  in  1884.  He  has 
always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  in 
which  he  has  taken  an  active  part.  He  is  a  com- 
rade of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Torrance  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss  Eliza 
M.  Fenn,  the  daughter  of  E.  P.  and  Louis  (Afred) 
Fenn,  wlio  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  Of  this 
union  there  are  two  children — Herbert  E.  and 
Grace  T.  The  family  reside  in  a  very  cosy  and 
comfortably  appointed  residence  on  Howard  street. 


'il  &TLLIAM  II.  ARNOLD  ca- 
\JI  "vei'  thirty-four  years  ago, 
VW     ing  Township,  where  he 


^'ILLIAM  II.  ARNOLD  came  to  tliis  county 
locating  in  Read- 
he  now  lives.  He 
shared  in  common  the  toils  and  anxieties  of  the  pio- 
neer settlers,  and  with  them  labored  long  and  late 
in  the  effort  to  maintain  himself  and  his  family  com- 
fortably, and  build  up  a  homestead  to  shelter  him 
in  his  declining  years.  His  efforts  have  not  been 
unrewarded,  as  he  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty  acres 
of  choice  land,  which  is  pleasautlj'  located  on  sec- 
tion 14,  east  of  the  to^ii  of  Reading,  and  under  a 
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good  state  nf  cultivation.  In  order  to  add  to  the 
fertility  nnd  \-A\w  uf  this  Miil  lie  laid  abnut  SOO 
rixls  (if  tiling,  .-Hid  i>  now  .-ililc  ti)  priidiicc  in  fair 
quantities  someof  the  best  crops  ^)f  the  Prairie  State. 
He  has  a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock,  .and  the 
necessary  farm  implements  for  tlic  successfni  prose- 
cution of  his  calling. 

Mr.  Arnold  is  an  Ohio  man  by  birth,  lirst  opening 
his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Fayette  County,  May  7, 
1844.  His  parents,  John  and  Louisa  (Mills)  Ar- 
nold, were  natives  of  Clinton  County,  Ohio.  The 
former  was  born  Dec.  10,  1816,  and  rested  from 
his  earthly  labors  Oct.  19,  188G,  passing  away  at  his 
home  in  Reading,  111.  His  wife.  Louisa,  was  born 
Sept.  14,  1818.  They  wore  married  in  Sabina  Feb. 
9,  1840,  and  became  the  parents  of  a  large  family  of 
children,  most  of  whom  were  born  in  Ohio.  Daniel 
M.  died  when  twenty  .years  of  age  in  Li\ingston 
County,  lU.;  AVilliam  II.,  of  our  sketch,  was  the 
second  child;  Martha  Emily,  Mrs.  Daniel  Coe,  is 
the  mother  of  two  children:  Levi  Nelson,  l)orn 
Sept.  30.  1848,  and  died,  unmarried,  April  8,  1866, 
in  Reading,  111.,  was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business,  having  a  store  in  Reading  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Sai'ah  E.  married  William  Arm- 
strong, a  farmer  of  Reading,  in  April,  1873,  and  the_y 
have  one  child ;  Franklin  W.  is  a  prosperous  grain 
dealer  of  Peoria,  111. ;  Mary  Melissa  was  married  in 
June,  1873,  to  James  A.  Ilarlej',  a  railroad  engineer, 
who  is  now  deceased;  thej'  had  two  children,  one 
now  deceased,  and  the  other  residing  with  his  grand- 
mother in  Reading.  Anna  Maria  is  the  wife  of 
John  Kern,  a  farmer,  of  Reading,  and  is  the  mother 
of  three  children;  Luella  L.  married  M.  M.  Kera, 
a  teacher  of  Streator,  and  they  had  two  children, 
the  younger  now  dead. 

Mr.  Arnold,  when  a  youth  of  nineteen  years,  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account,  althougii  re- 
maining under  the  pai-ental  roof  imtil  forty  years 
of  age.  On  the  'iSd  of  February,  1886,  he  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Phojbe  (Laughlin)  Arnold,  the  daugiiter 
of  James  and  Phoebe  Laughlin,  natives  of  County 
Derry,  Ireland,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  e:u'l\-  in 
life  and  hjcated  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Mrs.  Ar- 
nold was  born  June  2,  ISGO.  After  niari'iage  our 
subject  and  his  wife  to<ik  up  their  abode  at  their 
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farm  near  Eeailin.<>-.  and  on  the  13th  of  December, 
1886.  bet-ame  the  parents  of  a  son  whom  they  named 
Edward  Nelson,  and  who  is  now  a  bright  fhihl  one 
year  old. 

About  lis78  Jlr.  Arnold  ideutitied  liim>elf  witli 
the  Masouie  fraternity,  and  politically  gives  his  sup- 
port to  the  Kepul)lican  party.  He  has  served  as 
School  Director  in  his  district  for  several  terms,  and 
is  numbered  among  the  quiet,  steady -going  citi- 
zens, with  wliom  the  interests  of  the  community  are 
always  safe,  and  who  have  contribnted  their  full 
rpiota  toward  its  welfare  and  progress. 


j|^J^L^j=^ 


RS.  EMELINE  QUEST.  In  all  countries 
where  men  possess  gallantry  women  play 
an  important  part  in  affairs,  and  in  this 
country,  to  the  honor  of  the  laws  and  the 
customs  be  it  said,  women  are  the  equal  of  men  in 
all  rights  and  privileges,  excepting  the  rights  to 
vote  and  hold  otHce,  and  it  is  possible  that  these 
rights  would  be  conferred  if  it  could  be  made  ap- 
parent that  the  majority  of  the  women  so  desired 
it.  As  it  is,  the  influence  of  women  as  wives, 
mothers  and  sisters,  is  all  potent,  and  wherever 
they  have  assayed  to  fill  positions  requiring  tact 
and  ability  they  have  been  successful,  whether  in 
professions  or  in  the  callings  requiring  talenl  of  an 
executive  order.  Among  the  many  biograpliical 
sketches  found  in  this  Album  space  is  given  to 
none  more  cheerfully  than  to  tiie  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  an  old  settler  of  Livingston  Count}', 
and  resides  on  section  30,  Avoea  Township.  She 
is  a  native  of  Vermillion  Countj',  Ind.,  and  was 
born  on  the  21st  of  October,  1838.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Minor  and  Elizabeth  (Lawrence) 
Rogers.  Her  fatiier  was  born  in  New  England 
and  her  mother  was  a  native  of  Ohio.  When  Mrs. 
(^uest  was  al)out  ten  years  of  age  her  parents  emi- 
grated from  Indiana  to  J^ivingston  County,  and 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers  of  Avoca  Town- 
ship. Her  father  died  in  July,  1886,  and  the 
mother  still  resides  in  Avcjca  Township,  with  Mrs. 
Armilda  Carson,  her  youngest  d:uighter.  She  has 
pa.-sed  threes(M>re  j-ears,  and  much  (;f  her  life  has 
been  spent  as  a  pioneer,  enduring  all  the  privations 
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and  hardships  of  an  earlj'  residence  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  Mrs.  Quest's  father  was  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative pioneers  of  Avoca  Township,  and  was  a 
man  of  large  acquaintance.  He  was  universally 
esteemed  and  respected  for  his  manj-  good  qualities, 
and  when  he  died  his  loss  to  the  count}-  was  severely 
felt. 

Mrs.  tjuest  was  reared  to  maturity  in  Living-ston 
County,  and  availed  herself  of  such  opportunities 
and  advantages  as  were  afforded  for  obtaining  a 
common-school  education.  Her  first  marriage  oc- 
curred on  the  1st  of  May,  1861,  her  husband  being 
Matthew  Clark,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  this  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  as  follows: 
Lizzie,  formerly  a  successful  school  teacher,  and 
now  the  wife  of  Robert  Main,  of  Avoca  Township; 
Annie,  John  and  Fannie.  Mr.  Clark  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  in  both  of  these  organiza- 
tions he  took  a  deep  interest  and  jilayed  an  active 
part.  He  died  on  the  5th  of  December,  1878.  On 
the  11th  of  January,  1885,  Mrs.  Clark  was  married 
to  her  present  husband,  Charles  Quest,  a  native 
of  England.  She  is  the  owner  of  an  excellent 
eighty -acre  farm,  which  is  highly  improved,  well 
drained  and  fenced,  and  contains  good  buildings. 
She  is  a  highl}^  respected  member  of  societv,  and  is 
prominent  in  all  good  works  which  are  projected 
in  her  neighborhood.  She  stands  deservedly  high 
as  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
her. 


^^^  HARLES  M.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  steady, 
(if  I'cliahle  men  of  Indian  Grove  Township,  has, 
^^  by  a  consei'vative  business  course  and  econ- 
omy, surrounded  himself  and  family  with  tlie  com- 
forts of  the  world.  He  beings  to  that  sturdy  class 
of  men  who  accomplish  their  aims  by  substantial 
progress,  always  making  sure  of  a  foothold  before 
taking  the  next  step.  Such  men  are  always  gam- 
ing headway,  slow  though  it  be  sometimes,  but 
never  unjving  backward.  Mr.  Johnson  has  the 
care  and  management  of  a  splendid   120-acre  farm 
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on  section  17,  Indian  Grove  Township,  wliere,  in 
addition  to  general  farming,  he  engages  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  raising  live  stock. 

Charles  M.  Johnson  was  born  in  Oswego  County, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  loth  of  August,  1848.  He  is  a  son 
of  Franklin  I.  and  Mary  A.  (Wightman)  Johnson. 
The  father  was  born  on  the  2d  of  December,  1  820, 
in  New  Lebanon,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  his  parents 
being  Franklin  and  Hopey  (King)  Johnson.  Our 
subject's  mother  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N. 
Y.,  Oct.  24,  1821,  and  was  the/laughter  of  William 
and  Hannah  Wightman.  To  Franklin  I.  Johnson 
and  wife  were  born  four  children:  George,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Charles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Frank  D.  and  Addie,  the  latter  dying  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years.  The  father  now  resides  at  Fair- 
bury,  where  he  is  enjoj'ing  his  later  3'ears  in  the 
midst  of  comfort  and  plenty.  The  mother,  who 
was  a  woman  of  many  very  excellent  traits  of  char- 
acter, and  one  who  led  a  consistent  Christian  life 
as  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  died  on  the 
21st  of  November,  1884. 

The  subject  of  this  history  lived  in  his  native 
State  but  a  short  time,  his  parents  emigrating  to 
Fulton  County,  111.,  when  he  was  quite  young.  In 
1861  they  removed  to  Peoria,  and  there  Charles 
M.  attended  the  city  schools  and  acquired  a  good 
education.  Later  he  employed  himself  in  his  fa- 
ther's pottery,  and  continued  to  reside  in  Peoria 
until  the  family  came  to  this  county,  when  he  ac- 
companied them.  Locating  with  his  father  on  the 
160-acre  farm  three  miles  south  of  Fairbui-y,  ne 
there  lived,  and  labored  early  and  late  for  the  good 
of  the  household.  Subsequently  this  farm  was 
sold  and  240  acres  purchased.  This  was  divided 
into  equal  parts,  and  our  subject  is  now  living  upon 
one,  and  his  brother  Frank  upon  the  other.  Both 
farms  are  supplied  with  fine  residences,  and  our 
subject  is  meeting  with  success  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  chosen  calling. 

On  the  12th  of  Februarj',  1878,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Charles  M.  Johnson  and  Miss  Dora 
Kenney.  Mrs.  J.  was  born  on  the  25th  of  October, 
1851,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Edwin  and  Phidelia  (Baker)  Kenney,  natives  of 
the  same  State,  and  both  now  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Johnson  have  no  children.  They  are  mem- 
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bers  in  good  standing  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Fairbnry,  and  INIr.  J.  has  held  the  office  of  Treas- 
urer in  the  Sunday-school  for  .-several  years.  He  is 
highly  respected  in  his  community,  and  numlieied 
among  its  reputable  and  worthy  citizens. 


VT/OHN  H.  smith,  farmer,  stock-grower  and 
grain-dealer,  also  engaged  in  the  m;inufaet- 
ure  of  tile,  is  one  of  the  wide-awake  and  en. 
terpri.'^iiig  men  of  Pontiac  Township,  and  the 
owner  of  a  good  property  on  section  24.  His  farm 
operations  have  been  successfully  conducted  since 
he  took  possession  of  the  valuable  land  now  in- 
cluded in  his  homestead,  and  in  the  manufacture  of 
tile  he  is  the  leader  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
The  works  are  located  near  the  city  limits,  and  in 
the  busy  season  furnish  employment  to  eighteen 
men.  He  not  only  controls  the  local  trade,  but 
ships  to  various  points  outside. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  (if  Mr.  Smith  were  spent 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in 
Centre  County  Aug.  12,  1840,  and  when  a  child  of 
seven  years  removed  with  his  parents  to  Huuting- 
don  Count}',  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
pursued  his  studies  in  the  common  schools.  His 
parents,  Jacob  and  Lydia  Smith,  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Union  and  Centre  Counties,  and  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  their  native  State,  the  former 
passing  away  Dec.  25,  1880,  and  the  latter  in  18G9. 
They  jjursued  unobtrusively  the  lives  of  iicacciilile 
citizens  and  worthy  members  of  society,  and  both 
were  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

Our  suliject,  when  a  youth  of  seventeen,  began 
learning  the  carpenter's  tra<le,  wliieli  he  followed 
eleven  years.  In  1863  he  migrated  to  Oil  City,  Pa., 
where  he  operated  three  years,  having  a  well  of  his 
own  and  opening  up  sixteen  wells  for  other  parlies. 
This  speculation  was  fairly  successful,  but  he  finally 
resolved  to  make  his  permanent  home  in  the  West. 
After  passing  his  twenty-second  year  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Duff,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Hunting- 
don Count}',  Pa.,  Dee.  30,  1862.  Mrs.  Smith  is  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Eliza  (Cunningham)  Duff, 
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<,if  Huiitiiisi'ilou  C'i>mit\ ,  l';i..  ami  hy  Ikt  imiiMi  with 
our  subject  bocaine  tlu'  uuither  of  three  rhildren — 
Elizalii'th.  'Winuifieil  ami  Charles  C.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  reniaineil  iu  Ihoir  native  State  sis  years 
after  their  luarriajre,  when  they  emigrated  to  llli- 
uois,  and  Mr.  Smith  purchased  the  land  included 
in  his  present  homestead.  He  began  life  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  the  result  is  a  fine  illus- 
tration of  what  may  be  accomplished  by  persever- 
ing industry.  On  his  arrival  in  this  county  he 
owed  a  debt  of  ?t!2,  which,  however,  lie  liquidated 
in  a  short  time,  and  by  the  exercise  of  the  closest 
economj',  iu  due  time  found  himself  upon  his  feet 
and  on  the  highway  to  prosperity. 

The  parents  and  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Smith 
were  all  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  paternal 
grandfather  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Her  par- 
ents came  to  Illinois  in  1866,  settling  in  Pontiac 
Township,  this  county,  where  the  father  died  Sept. 
12,  1873,  and  the  mother  July  13,  1887.  They 
were  people  highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors, 
and  members  iu  good  standing  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  C'huich. 
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(^5^  IMOX  I5RINKMANN.  The  beautiful  farm 
^^^  which  occupies  a  quarter  of  section  33,  in 
Wff\M  Rook's  Creek  Township,  eliciting  the  ad- 
mir.ation  of  all  passers-by,  is  the  property  of 
the  gentleman  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  He  has  obtained  it  through  his  own 
plodding  industry,  as  he  was  early  in  life  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  From  working  as  a  farm 
laborer,  lie  has  become  a  man  of  property,  and  a 
citizen  greatly  respected  as  one  of  the  men  con- 
triljuting  his  full  share  to  the  ]irogress  and  develop- 
ment of  Livingston  County. 

Mr.  Brinkmann  spent  his  (•hildjiooil  in  the  Father- 
land, where  his  birth  took  place  in  the  Province  of 
Dctmold,  Oct.   24,    183!).      lie  is   ihc  son  of   Karl 

and  Sopliia  (Drachmcir)  lirlnkiii i,  also  natives  of 

(iennany,  who  emigrated  to  the  I'nitcd  States  in 
18.53,  the  year  following  the  arrival  of  their  son 
here.  Karl  I'>rini<iii;inu  was  liorn  in  17116,  and 
died   at  his    houje    in   .Ma.>oii   County.  III.,  in    IISG."., 


being  sixty-seven  years  of  age,  while  his  wife, 
Sophia,  commenced  life  in  the  year  1806,  and  passed 
away  in  1861.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Louis  Brinkmann,  spent  his  entire  life  in 
Germany,  as  also  did  August  Drachmeir,  the 
maternal  grandfather. 

The  subject  of  our  biography  was  the  third  in  a 
famil3'  of  five  children  who  all  came  to  this  country 
with  their  parents.  He  has  a  half-sister  who  was 
married  and  remains  in  Germany.  His  own  broth- 
ers and  sister  were :  Frederick,  who  was  married 
but  died  without  children;  Henry,  who  died  and 
left  two  children;  August,  a  resident  of  Independ- 
ence, Kan.,  aud  the  father  of  eight  children;  and 
Sophia,  the  wife  of  John  Myers,  the  mother  of  nine 
children,  and  a  resident  of  Mason  Count3%  111. 
Simon  was  nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
America,  where  two  brothers  had  preceded  him. 
He  joined  them  in  Mason  County,  and  after  oc- 
cupying himself  as  a  farm  hand  one  year,  took 
charge  of  his  brother's  farm  in  that  place.  The 
year  following  he  was  married,  Nov.  18,  1862,  to 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Herman  and  Henrietta 
(Bulk)  Uthmiller.  The  young  people  commenced 
housekeeping  on  a  rented  farm  where  they  con- 
tinued seven  years,  when  thejr  purchased  the  land 
which  they  now  occupy,  and  have  brought  to  a 
fine  state  of  improvement.  The  lowland  has  been 
thoroughly  drained  with  tile  and  they  have  a  good 
residence  and  all  other  necessary  buildings  for  the 
shelter  of  stock  and  the  storage  of  grain.  Their 
home  has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  nine 
children,  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Sophia, 
the  eldest  daughter,  was  born  Jan.  14,  1864;  Lone, 
Dec.  31,  1865;  Frederick,  April  13,  1867;  Henry, 
Sept.  21,  1871;  William,  May  22,  1874;  Matilda, 
March  24,  1878;  Simon,  Oct.  21,  1880;  Mary,  Jan. 
30.  1883;  Anna,  Dec.  5,  1885. 

Mrs.  Brinkmann  was  the  second  in  a  family  of 
three  children  born  to  her  parents.  Her  brother 
William  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Mason  County; 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  George  Behm,  has  seven 
children  and  lives  in  Havana,  111.  Upon  occasions 
of  important  elections  Mr.  Brinkmann  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  in  local  affairs 
aims  to  sui)port  the  man  best  qualified  for  oflice. 
He   has  served   as  School  Director  eight  years  in  ^ ' 
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this  township,  but  further  than  this  has  steadily 
declined  becoming  an  offlce-holder.  He  was  reared 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  loy- 
ally adheres  to  the  religious  faith  of  his  parents. 


^•^t^i-^^i^ 
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?RANKLIN  M.  EADS  is  a  representative 
of  the  family  from  which  sprang  James  B. 
Eads,  the  noted  civil  engineer  who  has 
made  his  name  famous  in  his  connection  with  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  The  subject  of  our 
sketch  is  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  and 
stock-growers  of  Indian  Grove  Township,  and  owns 
a  fine  body  of  land  on  section  26,  and  also  193 
acres  in  Belle  Prairie  Township.  He  was  born  in 
Morgan  County,  this  State,  Dec.  28,  1833,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Anderson)  Eads,  natives 
respectively  of  Maryland  and  North  Carolina. 
When  but  a  lad  John  Eads  removed  to  Lexington, 
Ky.,  with  his  parents,  and  there  learned  black- 
smithing  and  followed  the  trade  for  forty  or  fifty 
years.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1828  or  1829,  set- 
tling first  in  Jacksonville,  Morgan  Count}',  where 
he  resided  until  1832,  when  he  removed  to  a  farm 
twelve  miles  southeast  of  the  city,  where,  with  his 
family,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
death  took  place  about  1859,  and  that  of  his  widow 
in  about  1881. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Jane  Brandon  An- 
derson, was  born  five  miles  from  Salisbury,  Rowan 
Co.,  N.  C,  Oct.  5,  1796,  and  died  at  his  residence, 
five  miles  south  of  Fairbury,  April  15,  1881,  at  the 
age  of  eighty -four  years,  six  months  and  ten  daj's. 
She  was  the  third  child  of  Thomas  and  Martha 
(Dickej')  Anderson,  and  her  paternal  grandfather, 
Isaac  Anderson,  was  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Rowan  County,  N.  C,  and  married  Miss  Sarah 
Farmer.  The  first  husband  of  Jane  Brandon  was 
Ezekiel  Turner,  and  her  second  John  Slads,  Sr.,  of 
Jacksonville,  Morgan  Co.,  111.,  to  whom  she  was 
married  Sept,  18,  1828. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  a  youth  of  nineteen  years,  receiving  a  com- 
mon-school education  and  being  trained  to  habits 
of  industry  and  economy.  Then,  under  the  in- 
struction of  an  elder    brother,  who  was  located  in 
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the  small  village  of  Waverly,  he  took  up  the  trade 
his  father  had  so  long  and  industriously  followed. 
After  an  experience  of  about  ten  years  in  the  shop 
he  turned  his  .attention  to  fanning,  and  has  since 
been  energetically  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He 
has  been  greatly  prospered  in  his  labors,  and  from 
the  time  of  his  first  purchase  of  a  quarter  section  of 
land  he  has  accumulated  until  he  is  now  the  pro- 
prietor of  515  acres,  all  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. His  stock-raising  operations  have  been 
extensive,  and  his  stables  include  imported  Cl.yde 
horses  and  Short-horn  cattle.  As  a  breeder  of 
horses  he  has  attained  an  enviable  reputation,  and 
with  his  cattle  has  followed  the  practice  of  Mr. 
Haaf,  of  Heniy  County,  111.,  that  of  sawing  the 
horns  off  close  to  the  head.  This  he  esteems  a 
humane  procedure.  He  has  also  added  sheep-rais- 
ing to  his  other  interests,  and  as  might  be  expected, 
keeps  the  best  grades.  His  residence  and  farm 
buildings  are  of  excellent  description,  and  every- 
thing about  the  premises  indicates  thrift  and  in- 
dustry of  no  mean  order,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
present  a  full-page  view  of  them  as  a  representative 
farm  estate  of  Livingston  County. 

After  reaching  his  twenty-third  year  Mr.  Eads 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  P^smeralda  P.at- 
ton.  The  wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Woodford  County  on  the  31st  of  May, 
1857.  Of  this  union  there  was  born  one  child,  a 
son,  Willie  E.,  who  died  when  five  mouths  old. 
The  wife  was  called  to  tlie  other  world  in  1868. 
The  second  wife  of  our  subject  was  Miss  Minerva 
Travis,  to  whom  he  was  married  Feb.  13,  1873. 
She  became  the  mother  of  three  children,  namely : 
Laura,  who  died  in  infancy;  Dora  M.,  who  was 
born  March  15,  1875,  and  Lester  E.,  Jan.  22, 
1877.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  her 
home  ill  Indian  Grove  Township  in  1877. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly 
Mrs.  John  (Thompson)  Hougham.  This  marriage 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child  wlio  died  in 
infancy.  Mrs.  Eads  was  born  in  McLean  County, 
this  State,  Aug.  27,  1846,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Simpson  E.  and  Narcissa  Thompson,  natives  of 
Kentucky,  .and  now  living  in  McLean  County. 
Mr.  Eads  has  held  the  various  offices  of  his  towii^ 
ship   and    officiated  as  Deacon    in    the    Christian 
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Church  for  eight  years,  and  has  recently  been 
made  an  Elder.  He  meddles  little  in  politics  and 
is  a  strong-  Prohibitionist.  Mrs.  Eads  united  with 
the  Christian  Church  in  about  the  year  1864,  and 
has  ever  since  been  a  w^irthy  member. 

In  Livingston  County  may  be  found  man3'  highly 
cultivated  aud  well  equipped  farms,  and  some  of 
the  most  advanced  and  enterprising  farmers  in  the 
.State.  While  it  may  be  classed  among  the  very 
leading  agricultural  counties  of  the  Northwest  it 
takes  an  equal  rank  among  the  counties  more  es- 
pecially devoted  to  raising  fine  stock.  Here  both 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  and  the  breeding  of  farm 
animals  are  practiced  after  the  most  modern  and 
■  scientific  principles.  The  pioneers  in  these  ad- 
vanced methods  are  rendering  invaluable  service 
to  the  community  about  them.  Thej^  are  men  of 
skill,  foresight  aud  enterprise.  Among  the  leading 
men  of  the  county  in  both  branches  is  Mr.  Eads, 
the  gentleman  whose  life  is  briefly  outlined  above. 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  piesent  his  portrait 
in  this  volume. 


ENRY  ARTHUR  SWIFT,  dealer  in  hard- 
\\  ware  in  the  town  of  Dana,  LaSalle  Count}', 
just  over  the  line  dividing  that  and  Living 
ston  Counties,  is  a  native  of  the  State  .of 
Illinois,  and  was  born  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1859.  He  is  the  son  of  Robert  S.  and  Sarah  H. 
(Smallwood)  Swift.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
attending  the  common  schools  until  fourteen  j-ears 
of  age,  where  he  made  such  progress  in  his  studies 
that  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  began  to  teach  in 
the  village  of  Reading,  Reading  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  and  alternated  his  time  between 
teaching  and  going  to  school  until  July,  1885,  at- 
tending school  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  about  fifteen 
months,  during  which  time  he  completed  the  busi- 
ness course  of  that  institution.  In  that  month  he 
engaged  in  the  liai'ihvare  business  in  the  town  of 
Flanagan. 

On  the  20lh  of  October,  188ri,  Mr.  Swift  was 
married  to  Lunette  Hakes,  daughter  of  Alfred  B. 
and  Marion  (Howe)  Hake^■,  natives  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Swift  is  a  native  of   Illinois,  and   they  have 


had  one  child  born  to  them,  on  the  20th  of  January, 
1887,  upon  whom  they  have  conferred  the  name  of 
Maudie  Roe.  Mrs.  Hakes  was  born  on  the  3d  of 
August,  1835,  and  is  the  mother  of  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  living.  Their  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: Jared  is  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Clcgg; 
they  have  a  family  of  four  children,  and  are  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Livingston  County.  Anthony 
I.  married  Miss  Mary  Belt,  and  is  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation; they  have  three  children,  and  live  in 
Logan  County,  Kan.  Lunette,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 
Swift,  was  born  Dec.  16,  1863;  Annie  M.  was  born 
in  1858,  and  died  in  February,  1859:  Mary  Jane, 
Edgar,  Arthur,  Cora  May  and  Hettie,  all  at  home. 
At  the  time  this  sketch  is  written,  Mr.  Swift  is 
engaged  in  the  hardware  trade  in  the  town  of  Dana, 
LaSalle  County,  and  carries  a  general  line  of  shelf 
and  heavy  hardware.  He  has  been  located  in  Dana 
since  the  1st  of  March,  1886,  and  has  drawn  to 
himself  an  extensive  trade  from  the  surrounding 
country.  He  owns  the  house  and  lot  where  he 
lives,  and  also  the  business  house  and  lot  where  he 
conducts  his  business.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  they  take 
an  active  interest.  In  politics  he  votes  and  acts 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  strong  advo- 
cate of  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquors. 

Mr.  Swift  is  a  young  man  who  has  developed  ex- 
cellent business  qualifications,  and  those  who  know 
him  predict  for  him  a  bright  future.  He  possesses 
the  three  great  requisites  for  success — honest}',  in- 
dustry and  economy — and  stands  high  among  the 
business  men  of  Dana,  and  of  the  two  counties 
wherein  lies  his  trade. 


f 


OHN  VICKERY,  well  known  throughout 
Nevada  Township  as  one  of  its  most  exten- 
sive and  successful  farmers,  was  born  on  the 
(j^||y  other  side  of  the  water,  and  has  traveled 
over  a  large  portion  of  this  continent,  having  so- 
journed in  twenty-one  different  States.  He  pos- 
sesses more  than  ordinarj^  intelligence,  and  has 
^ ■» 
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made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  for  seeing  life 
and  becoming  acquainted  with  the  various  pliases 
of  human  nature.  He  has  always  been  active,  and 
known  no  greater  pleasure  than  that  of  a  stirring- 
business  life,  in  which  both  hands  and  brain  may 
be  employed. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  where  his  birth  took  place  Oct.  1, 
1824.  He  was  reared  not  far  from  the  vale  of  Ex- 
eter, noted  for  its  rich  and  beautiful  stretch  of 
country,  and  which  forms  such  a  strong  contrast  to 
the  rugged  coasts  of  the  Bristol  Channel,  which 
upon  the  contrary,  is  broken  and  diversified,  being 
in  some  places  wild  and  sterile,  and  in  others  re- 
markable for  fertility.  The  famous  cattle  prized 
so  highly  in  America,  the  red  Devons,  originated 
in  this  county,  and  Dartmoor,  also  within  its  limits, 
feeds  large  numbers  of  small  ponies,  which,  accord- 
ing to  their  size,  possess  remarkable  strength  and 
endurance,  and  are  used  largely  in  the  mines. 

Our  subject  passed  his  childhood  and  youth 
upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  Christopher  Vickerj", 
a  native  of  Cornwall,  and  the  descendant  of  a  line 
of  excellent  ancestrj'  who  were  mostly  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits.  The  father  of  our  subject  speni 
his  last  years  in  Devonshire,  and  the  homestead 
still  remains  in  the  family,  being  now  the  property 
of  his  grandson,  Thomas  Vickery.  Christopher, 
although  fond  of  country  life,  engaged  consider- 
ably in  trade,  and  also  dealt  largely  in  live  stock. 
His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  formerlj- 
Miss  Elizabeth  Hodge,  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  her  son,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Hodge. 
She  departed  this  life  not  far  from  the  place  of  her 
birth,  where  she  had  always  lived,  in  the  spring  of 
1828,  and  had  been  the  mother  of  four  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy ;  Thomas  still  resides 
in  England ;  Elizabeth  came  to  America,  became 
the  wife  of  Charles  Vele,  and  died  in  Vienna  Town- 
ship, Grundy  County,  this  State,  about  1850. 

Mr.  Vickery  attended  school  quite  steadily  dur- 
ing his  childhood  and  youth,  and  subsequently  em- 
ployed himself  in  assisting  his  father  around  the 
homestead,  and  also  learned  the  butcher's  trade. 
He  remained  in  England  until  nearly  twenty-one 
years  old,  but  his  busy  brain  had  for  some  time 
been  devising  a  scheme  whereb}'  he  might  better 
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his  condition  in  life.  On  the  12th  of  July,  1845, 
he  proceeded  to  Plymouth  and  embarked  on  a  sail- 
ing-vessel bound  for  America.  After  a  voyage 
of  six  weeks  and  four  days,  he  landed  at  Quebec, 
Canada,  whence  he  proceeded  directly  to  Kingston, 
and  a  month  later  to  Toronto.  From  there  he  mi- 
grated first  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  then  to  Cincin- 
nati, keeping  himself  sup[)lied  with  pocket  money 
by  working  at  his  trade.  We  next  find  him  in 
Racine,  Wis.,  and  in  1847  he  located  in  Grundy 
County,  this  State,  and  for  a  year  was  engaged  in 
farming.  This  locality  pleased  hirii  better  than 
an3'where  he  had  yet  been,  and  he  accordinglj'  pur- 
chased a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Vienna  Town- 
ship. He  improved  this  considerabh',  and  sold 
out  at  a  good  profit  a  few  years  later.  He  invested 
in  another  quarter  section  in  the  same  township, 
which  he  also  sold,  and  taking  up  his  abode  in 
Highland  Township,  farmed  there  until  1872.  In 
the  spring  of  that  j'ear  he  came  to  this  county  and 
purchased  apart  of  the  land  which  he  now  occupies. 

Mr.  Vickery  has  been  remarkably  successful  in 
his  farming  operations,  the  land  responding  gener- 
ously to  his  skillful  and  thorough  management. 
He  added  to  his  acreage  until  he  has  now  435  acres 
in  Nevada  and  Dwight  Townships,  all  of  which  is 
improved  and  supplied  with  good  buildings.  Be- 
sides this  he  has  600  acres  in  Grundy  County. 
This  furnishes  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
men,  horses  and  machiner}',  and  like  other  enter- 
prising citizens  he  has  thus  acted  the  part  of  a  pub- 
lic benefactor. 

Mr.  Vickery  was  married,  March  22,  1854,  in 
Kane  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary  Staley,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  two  children:  Fremont  J., 
born  June  19,  1856,  married  Miss  Nettie  Johnston, 
a  native  of  Lee  County,  and  of  Scotch  parentage ; 
they  have  one  child,  a  son,  Paul  B.  Charles  B., 
the  younger  son  of  Mr.  "Vickery,  was  born  June  15, 
1871,  and  remains  at  home  with  his  parents.  Mrs. 
Vickery  was  born  in  Euphrates  Township,  Mont- 
gomery Co.,  N.  Y.,  July  10,  1832.  Her  father, 
Adam  Stale}',  was  born  in  Johnstown,  that  county, 
and  was  the  son  of  Abraham  Stale}',  a  native  of  Hol- 
land, who  came  to  America  when  young,  locating 
in  Johnstown  during  its  early  settlement.  He  mar- 
ried a  lady  of  French  birth,  and  both  himself  and 
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wife  sjient  their  last  years  in  that  locality.  Grand- 
father Staley  was  a  man  of  great  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry, and  owned  a  good  farm  which  he  had 
opened  up  from  the  wilderness. 

Adam  Stalej',  the  father  of  Mrs.  A'ickery,  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  and  after 
his  marriage  purchased  a  small  farm  near  Euphra- 
tes, which  he  occupied  until  1840.  He  then  sold 
out  and  started  for  the  West,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  four  children.  They  proceeded  b}"  team 
to  Buffalo,  and  then  embarked,  teams  and  all,  on  a 
vessel  bound  for  Toledo.  Thence  they  drove  to 
Kane  County,  fording  the  river  two  miles  below 
Aurora.  Mr.  Stalej'  rented  a  farm  in  Aurora  Town- 
ship, which  he  occupied  a  year,  and  then  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health,  returned  East  as  far  as  New 
York  State,  locating  in  Oneida  County,  where  he 
resided  nine  or  ten  years.  Illinoif^  in  the  mean- 
time had  become  more  thickl}-  settled,  the  land  in 
better  condition  and  the  atmosphere  purer.  He 
aecoi'dingly  returned  to  the  West,  and  subsequently 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Island  Township, 
Grundj'  Countj-,  from  which  he  opened  up  a  good 
farm  which  continued  his  home  until  his  death,  in 
June,  1865.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Vickery  was 
formerly  Miss  Sallie  Higgins,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Higgins,  also 
a  native  of  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  finest 
families  in  the  Empire  State.  She  is  still  living, 
and  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Frances  West, 
in  Montgomery  County,  Iowa. 

When  Mr.  Vickerj'  came  to  Illinois  there  was 
not  a  railroad  in  the  State.  His  nearest  market 
was  at  Morris,  and  the  nearest  railroad  at  Niles, 
Mich.,  from  wliich  point  he  went  to  Michigan  Citj', 
Ind.,  and  then  to  Chicago,  and  from  there  bj'  stage 
to  Grundy  County.  He  has  been  the  leader  in  the 
various  enterprises  for  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  Livingston  County,  and  was  among  the 
first  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  religious 
and  educational  institutions.  He  has,  since  a 
young  man,  lieeii  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  olficiated  as  Class- 
Leader  and  Superintendent  of  tlie  Sunday-school, 
and  is  now  Trustee  and  .Steward.  He  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party  upon  its  organi- 
zation, and  since  old  enough  to  think  for  himself. 


has  been  an  Abolitionist  of  the  strongest  kind. 
While  a  resident  of  Lisbon,  his  house  was  one  of 
the  depots  of  the  underground  railroad,  through 
which  many  a  fugitive  found  his  way  to  freedom. 
Taken  altogether,  his  life  may  be  written  down  as 
a  success.  Ho  has  spent  few  idle  days  and  neg- 
lected few  oi)portunities  to  use  his  means  and  in- 
fluence toward  the  advancement  of  mankind,  and 
the  dissemination  of  the  principles  of  truth  and 
Christianity. 


eHARLES  KETTELLE,  deceased,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  was  born  on  the 
8th  of  June,  1804.  He  was  the  son  of  An- 
drew and  Eleanor  Kettelle,  of  French  descent,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  city  and  State, 
where  he  received  a  good  education.  In  1831  he 
came  West  and  located  in  Peoria  County,  111., 
where  he  was  one  of  the  first  pioneers  of  the  county, 
which  then  contained  a  population  of  only  about 
300  people.  He  was  one  .among  the  first  Recorders 
of  Peoria  County,  and  served  in  that  office  for 
fourteen  years,  and  afterward  held  the  office  of 
County  Clerk  for  about  twenty  years,  besides  serv- 
ing in  several  minor  offices.  He  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  business  men  of  Peoria,  and  that  city  did 
him  the  honor  to  name  one  of  its  thoroughfares 
Kettelle  street. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1837,  Mr.  Kettelle 
was  married  to  Lucinda  C.  Dickenson,  who  was 
born  on  the  18th  of  April,  1819,  in  Hadley,  Mass., 
and  went  to  Peoria,  III.,  in  1836.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail  (Stoekbridge) 
Dickenson,  both  natives  of  New  England.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kettelle  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living:  George  H. ;  Charles  A.,  the  well-known 
attorney-at-law,  of  Chicago;  Cordelia  S.,  Edwin  S.; 
Katie,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Smith,  and  three  deceased, 
Eleanor,  Abigail  and  Samuel.  Mr.  Kettelle  died 
on  the  14th  of  March,  1882,  in  his  seventy-ninth 
year. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  usually  took  a  veiy  active  part  in 
local.  State  and  National  campaigns.  His  church 
connections  were  with  the  Swedenborgian  denomi- 


-i^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


4 


natiou.  He  was  a  man  whose  reputation  extended 
beyond  the  boundary  lines  of  Peoria  County,  and 
he  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of  most  of  the  prom- 
inent people  of  the  Stale,  while  all  who  knew  him 
esteemed  his  friendship  very  highly.  The  citizens 
of  Peoria  honored  him  with  the  offer  of  Mayoralty, 
which  he  declined,  and  accepted  a  seat  in  the 
Board  of  Alderman.  In  his  death  the  family  lost 
a  kind  and  indulgent  husband  and  father,  and  Peo- 
ria County  one  of  her  most  useful  and  esteemed 
citizens.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  died 
witiiin  a  few  days  after  his  arrival.  The  widow  is 
now  in  her  sixty-ninth  year,  and  with  the  other 
members  of  the  family  resides  on  section  33,  Pon- 
tiac  Township.  She  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
in  her  old  age  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life  spent 
in  usefulne>s  and  well  doing. 

fr^UDOLPH  ULFERS,  of  Avoca  Township,  a 
\\iJy  self-made  man  and  a  fine  representative  of 
/|ni\  the  German  element  which  has  assisted  so 
W(@)  materially  in  the  development  of  Central 
Illinois,  is  located  on  section  32,  where  he  has  160 
acres  of  good  land.  This  he  has  brought  to  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation,  and  it  is  all  enclosed  with  good 
fences.  The  buildings  are  of  that  substantial  char- 
acter required  by  the  progressive  farmer,  and  the 
premises  which  he  has  built  up  by  his  own  industry 
and  thrift  illustrate  in  a  decided  manner  his  enter- 
prise and  perseverance.  Upon  coming  to  this 
countrj-  he  labored  under  more  than  usual  disad- 
vantages, being  not  only  poor  in  pocket,  but  180 
in  debt.  This  he  liquidated  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  before  very  long  met  with  that  encouragement 
which  was  the  legitimate  result  of  his  honesty  and 
industry.  Ere  long  he  found  himself  not  only  out 
of  debt,  but  with  the  prospect  of  securing  a  home 
and  something  to  lay  by  for  a  rainy  day. 

Mr.  Ulfers  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia, 
Nov.  21,  1845,  where  he  spent  his  childhood  and 
youth,  and  received  the  advantages  of  a  common- 
school  education.  He  emigrated  to  America  in 
the  spring  of  1868,  before  reaching  his  twenty- 
third  year,  making  the  passage  from  Bremen  on  a 


sailing-vessel,  and  landing  in  New  Yi)rk  City  after 
a  tedious  voyage  of  eight  weeks.  He  liad  already 
heard  of  the  Prairie  State,  and  without  tarrying 
long  in  the  metropolis,  he  started  directly  for  Illi- 
nois and  located  first  in  Tazewell  County.  A  year 
later  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  has 
since  remained.  He  was  first  employed  as  a  farm 
laborer,  lived  economically  and  saved  what  he 
could  of  his  earnings,  and  will  never  forget  the 
time  when  he  was  so  happy  as  to  be  able  to  secure 
a  quarter  section  of  land.  He  has  become  thor- 
oughly Americanized,  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

The  lady  who  has  shared  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject for  the  last  fifteen  years  and  to  whom  he  was 
married  April  ,5,  1873,  was  formerly  Miss  Sophia 
Brown,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rosa  Brown,  of 
Avoca  Township.  She  was  born  in  New  York,  re- 
ceived a  fair  education  in  the  common  school,  and 
remained  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage.  She 
is  now  the  mother  of  five  children,  who  were  born 
as  follows:  Katie,  Aug.  3,  1874;  John,  Dec.  17, 
1876;  Jacob,  July  11,  1879  ;  Emma,  Sept.  21,1881, 
and  Anna,  Jan.  21,   1884. 


EDSON  L.  WILDER,  who  Is  one  of  the  most 
independent  and  enterprising  of  farmers  and 
stock-raisers,  located  on  section  19,  in 
Waldo  Township,  was  born  in  Oswego  County,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1840.  Ills  father  was 
born  in  Townsend  Township,  Windham  Co.,  Vt., 
on  the  13th  of  March,  1809,  and  received  a  fair 
common-school  education.  The  grandfather,  Natt 
Wilder,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  Jul^'  9,  1784, 
and  died  Aug.  24,  1839.  The  grandmother,  Polly 
(Warner)  Wilder,  was  born  June  30,  1783,  and 
died  April  10, 1852.  The  great-grandfather,  Joshua 
Wilder,  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  which  he  followed 
in  Vermont.  He  reared  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  previous  to  his  death  he  worked  in  a 
hay  field  with  five  generations  of  his  descendants. 
At  the  age  of  nine  years  Mr.  AVilder's  father 
accompanied  the  grandfather,  Natt  Wilder,  from 
his  farm  in  Vermont,  and  settled  in  Oswego  County, 
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N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  after  working  at  that 
occupation  for  about  two  j'ears,  met  with  an  acci- 
dent which  unfitted  him  for  manual  labor,  and  the 
following  winter  he  taught  school.  After  this  he 
worked  at  his  trade  a  portion  of  the  time  as  jour- 
neyman, and  then  as  a  contractor.  On  the  9th  of 
February,  1835,  he  was  married  to  Susan  Titus, 
daughter  of  P.  T.  and  Martha  (Barnum)  Titus. 
Before  he  was  married  he  had  purchased  a  house 
and  lot  in  Washingtonville,  where  the  parents  be- 
gan housekeeping,  and  where  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  was  born.  In  1837  the  father  began  deal- 
ing in  a  general  stock  of  merchandise,  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  for  about  three  years,  after 
which  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade.  In  1856  he 
sold  out  in  New  York,  and  moved  to  Peoria 
County.  111.,  where  he  again  engaged  at  his  trade, 
leaving  the  sous  to  do  the  farming.  He  is  the 
father  of  four  living  children  :  Marshall  DeForrest, 
Malcom  Duuois,  Edson  Llewellvn  and  Mary  Alice. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  though  they  had  been 
married  fifty-two  3"ears,  there  had  never  been  a 
death  in  the  familj-.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  29,  1811,  and  was 
reared  on  a  farm  until  eighten  years  of  age,  when 
her  parents  moved  to  Washingtonville,  where  she 
was  married  and  lived  until  the  removal  West  in 
1856.  In  Peoria  Countj-  the  father  was  Justice  of 
the  Peace  a  number  of  years,  and  in  Waldo  Town- 
ship, this  county,  he  held  the  same  office  for  a 
number  of  j^ears,  and  was  also  Supervisor  for 
eleven  years.  The  parents  are  now  both  quite 
aged,  and  live  in  Waldo  Township  with  their  sons, 
all  of  whom  arc  settled  on  the  same  section. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  five  children:  Polly,  born  July  15,1811, 
died  unmarried:  Loren,  born  Nov.  11,  1813,  mar- 
ried Mary  Hanson,  has  three  children,  and  lives 
in  iledina  Township,  Peoria  Co.,  111. ;  Laura,  born 
July  16,  1815,  married  Itufus  Salisbury,  has  one 
child,  and  lives  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y. ;  Mar- 
shall, who  was  born  Feb.  28,  1818,  married  Emm^  F. 
Green,  and  died  Nov.  7,  1848,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren. Mr.  Wilder's  mother  is  the  sixtii  in  a  fam- 
il}'  of  nine  children,  as  follows:  Sarah  A.,  born 
March  21,  1800,  married  Jonatlian  Newton,   and 


had  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  were  in  the 
Union  army;  Treat,  born  in  December,  1803,  mar- 
ried Roxana  Lester,  and  died  leaving  one  child ; 
Lucinda  married  Elisha  Stevens,  and  died  leaving 
five  children:  Betsy,  Ijorn  Feb.  12,  1807,  married 
David  Ames,  has  six  childien,  and  lives  in  New 
York:  Amos  Barnum,  born  May  18,  1808,  married 
Sophia  Fitch,  has  one  child  and  lives  in  Michigan ; 
Susan  is  the  mother  of  our  subject;  Anson,  born 
Jan.  22,  1814,  married  Nancy  Spencer,  had  nine 
children,  and  lives  in  Minnesota;  Hannah,  born 
July  29,  1817,  married  Robert  McAdam,  died  and 
left  one  child;  Martlui,  born  March  1,  1820,  mar- 
ried Alfred  Welsh,  has  several  children,  and  lives 
in  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  the  lit- 
tle village  of  Washingtonville  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  during  which  time  he  received  a 
good  common-school  education.  In  1856  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Peoria 
County,  where  the  father  rented  ground  for  the 
boys  to  farm.  Here  thej-  remained  farming  in 
partnership,  part  of  the  time  on  rented  land  and 
afterward  on  ground  which  they  purchased,  until 
1864,  when  they  sold  their  interest  there,  and  in 
18G5  joined  in  buying  256  acres  of  land  in  Living- 
ston County.  Mr.  Wilder  continued  farming  op- 
erations with  his  brothers  until  1880,  when  the 
firm  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  carried  on  the  business  himself  on 
a  farm  of  160  acres,  whicli  is  partly  tiled  and  un- 
der a  good  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Wilder  was  married,  on  the  11th  of  April, 
1872,  to  Miss  Jane  Watson,  daughter  of  Alexan- 
der and  Isabella  (Ironsides)  Watson,  of  Waldo 
Township.  She  was  born  in  Aberdeenshire,  Scot- 
land, July  25,  1846,  and  came  to  this  countr3'  with 
her  mother  and  step-father,  when  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age.  Her  father  died  in  Scotland  when 
she  was  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  after- 
ward her  mother  married  Thomas  Kirkton,  by 
whom  she  had  one  son,  John  Kirkton,  who  married 
Carrie  Nethercott,  and  lives  in  Waldo  Township. 
Mrs.  Wilder  is  the  ehlest  of  three  children,  born 
of  the  first  marriage.  Isabella  was  born  Dec.  7, 
1852,  and  married  Malcom  Wilder,  a  brother  of 
our   subject.     Alexander  W.  was   born  Sept.    13, 


■•►Hh 


u 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


3K9 


I: 


t 


1868,  and  lives  in  Waldo  Township.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilder  four  children  have  been  born,  as  fol- 
lows: Loreu,  Jan.  21,  1873;  Edson  A.,  July  29, 
1874;  George  W.,  Sept.  8,  1877,  and  Frances  Jeaii- 
ette,  April  24,  1887. 

Mr.  Wilder  is  a  Democrat  and  comes  of  Demo- 
cratic stock  on  his  father's  side.  He  is  not  con- 
nected with  any  church.  His  parents  were  promi- 
nent Congregationalists  in  New  York,  but  on  ac- 
count of  there  being  no  congregation  here  they 
united  with  the  Presbyterians  at  El  Paso.  Mrs. 
Wilder  belongs  to  the  Congregational  Church,  but 
for  the  same  reason  attends  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  are  both  active  members  of  soci- 
ety, and  whatever  is  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  in  which  they  live,  is  heartily  sup- 
ported by  them. 
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r/OIIN  F.  OVERHOLT,  of  the  town  of  Read- 
ing, in  Reading  Townshij),  has  followed  the 
profession  of  school  teaching  for  the  past 
twenty-flve  years,  but  is  now  retired  from  its 
active  duties.  He  wa^  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1842,  and  is  the  sun  of 
Jacob  D.  and  Mary  F.  (Freed)  Overholt,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  was  born  in  Bucks 
County,  in  1804,  and  the  mother  in  Fayette  County, 
in  1813.  To  them  were  born  the  f billowing  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth,  born  in  1831,  married  William  II. 
Leiminberger,  a  stone-cutter,  and  bj'  him  had  five 
children,  one  t>f  whom  is  dead;  the  husband  died  in 
1883.  Hemy,  born  in  1834,  died  in  childhood; 
Martin,  born  in  1837,  married  Lizzie  Patterson,  of 
Reading  Township,  had  two  children,  and  lived  in 
Streator,  where  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising; 
he  died  in  1 877.  John  F.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Abraham,  born  in  1843,  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
1.55th  Pennsylvania  Infantrj',  and  died  at  Sharjjs- 
burg,  ]\Id.,  after  serving  one  J'eai';  Mary,  bom  in 
1846,  died  at  the  age  of  seven;  Annie  E.,  born  in 
July,  1849,  was  maiTied  in  1872  to  Joseph  R. 
Laughrey,  superintendent  of  one  of  the  coal- works 
at  Dawson,  Pa. ;  she  has  four  children.  Josejih, 
born  in  1852,  now   resides  in  Dak(.)ta;    he  married 


Albina  Piersol,  and  had  one  child,  who,  with  the 
mother,  died  of  typhoid  fever;  Sarah,  hnvu  in  1855, 
died  in  infancy.  The  grandparents  of  our  subject 
were  Jacob  Overholt  and  Elizabeth  Detwiler,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  mother  was  Mary  F. 
Freed,  daughter  of  Hemy  and  Barbara  (Ncwcomber) 
Freed,  also  natives  of  Pennsj-lvanin. 

Mr.  John  F.  Overholt,  onr  subject,  spent  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  engaged  in  work  upon  the  farm  and  clerking  in 
a,  store,  and  during  the  time  secured  a,  good  educa- 
tion in  the  common  and  Normal  schools  of  AVest- 
moreland  County.  He  came  from  that  State  to 
Illinois  in  the  year  1861,  at  the  age  of  nineteen. 
For  twenty-five  years  he  taught  school  without 
intermission,  during  the  winter  seasons,  also  engag- 
ing in  merchandising  in  Pontiac,  and  for  five  years 
conducted  a  drug  business. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1807,  Mr.  Overholt  was 
married  to  Mary  E.  Mathis,  of  Reading,  who  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  November,  1846.  .She  is  the 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Helen  (McKinney) 
Mathis,  n  record  of  whose  family  is  as  follows: 
Maggie  married  George  Wolverton,  and  died  at  the 
birth  of  their  second  child,  in  1861 ;  Rhuhamie  mar- 
ried George  Wolverton,  and  had  three  childi-en; 
her  husband  is  now  deceased ;  Charles  married,  and 
is  engaged  at  hotel-keeping  at  Bartells,  in  the  In- 
dian Territory;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
Seyjnour,  born  Blarch  30,  1848,  resides  in  Streator 
and  is  a  carpenter  by  occupation;  he  married 
Carrie  Fogler,  and  they  have  had  six  children,  one 
of  whom  is  dead.  Olivei',  a  farmer  in  Kansas,  mar- 
ried Miss  Elbe  Allen,  and  they  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is.  dead ;  Lucien,  porter  for  a 
wholesale  house  in  Peoi'ia,  married  Mary  Pope,  and 
the3'  have  one  child ;  Carrie  died   aged  four  years. 

Mr.  Overholt  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
held  numerous  public  positions,  among  which  are 
Town  Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Township  Col- 
lector, and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  Notary 
Public.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  all  the  po- 
sitions with  credit  to  himself,  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  people.  In  his  chosen  i)rofession  he  has 
been  longer  engaged  continuously  than  any  other 
man  in  the  township,  except  one.  It  is  a  profession 
in    which    he    has   always  taken   much  pride,  and 
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through  it  he  has  gained  a  good  Itnowledge  of 
liuman  nature.  He  has  displayed  much  energy  in 
stmlyiug  the  most  modern  methods  of  teaching, 
and  has  kept  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  the  se- 
lection of  text  books. 
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J'~?01IN  W.  KLY^■1■:K.  imMvhanl.  Postmaster, 
Station  and  Express  Agent  at  Rugby  in 
I  Owego  Tiiwuship,  has  estal)lislu'il  his  iwrma- 
'  iient  home  mauy  miles  from  the  i)lace  of  his 
birth,  as  lie  tirst  oiwned  his  eyes  to  the  light.  May 
2.1841.  in  the  Kingdom  of  Denmark.  lie  is  a 
gentleman  of  excellent  education,  and  more  than 
imlinarv  ability,  having  l)een  carefully  reared,  and 
comiileting  his  studies  in  the  university  at  Jonstrup, 
one  of  the  best  educational  institutes  in  Denmark 
at  that  time.  Subsequently  he  engaged  as  a  teacher 
in  his  native  country,  and  afterward  became  a  soldier 
in  the  Danish  anny  during  the  war  between  Prussia 
antl  Denmark.  He  participated  in  several  imiioitant 
liattles  and  was  imce  slightly  wounded. 

Oin-  subject  is  the  S(m  of  Frederick  and  Christina 
KlvAcr,  also  natives  of  Denmark,  where  the  father 
sjtent  his  life  and  where  his  remains  now  lie  at  rest. 
The  mother  is  still  living  in  her  native  country.  At 
the  close  of  his  military  services  John  W.,  desirous 
of  a  career  which  he  had  no  hopes  of  entering  ui)on 
in  Ills  native  country,  ivsolved  to  emigrate  to  the 
New  World.  I'.iddina-  adieu  to  his  friends  and  the 
l)laymates  of  his  cliildhood,  he  eml)arked  t>n  a  sail- 
ing-vessel at  Hamburg,  and  after  a  tedious  voyage 
of  forty-three  days,  set  foot  upon  Auu'i'ican  soil. 
He  first  located  in  Ldwj;  IJrancli,  N.  .1..  ulieuce  lie 
started  two  months  later  for  the  West  and  w.is  em- 
ployed for  two  and  one-half  years  at  Joliet.  Sul)se- 
quently  lie  wmt  South,  where  be  spent  foui' vears, 
and  i-emoved  to  l,i\  iiiiistcjn  Coiiiity  in  the  fail  of 
1878.  He  farmed  foi-  :i  time  on  rented  iiind  and 
finally  enjraged  in  iiiereb;iii<lisinu  at  Riiaby.  haviiit;' 
))iirclia.sed  the  -toek  of  .lo-eph  Koyle.  and  since  that 
time  lias  condiieled  .-i  -neeessfiil  tr.-ide.  He  has 
pursued  those  methods  which  have  secured  liim  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  coiniiuuiit v,  .-iiid  he 
iinmbers  amon<r  his  friend^  and  patrons  tl]e  \  er\-  hest 
|x-oj)le  of  (Jwego  Township. 


"Wliile  a  resident   of   Chicago,   Mr.    Klyver   was 

united  in  niarriai;e  with  Miss  Maria  Ericksen,  the 
weddina  taking  place  on  tiie  I'Oth  of  Decemlier, 
1877,  at  tlie  home  of  the  liricU'  in  tliat  city.  Mr.  K. 
and  his  bride  located  at  once  in  Dwight,  and  in  due 
time  became  the  [larents  ui  a  son,  ^Villiam,  whose  birth 
took  i)lace  Se|)t.  27,  1880,  and  who  still  remains  the 
only  child.  Mr.  Klyver  took  jiossession  of  his  farm 
property  in  Oweg<j  Township  in  1886.  It  includes 
130  acres  of  fertile  land  with  all  the  necessary  farm 
buildings,  a  goodly  assortment  of  live  stock  and  all 
the  other  accessories  of  prosperous  country  life.  It 
is  free  frtun  incmnbrance,  and  considering  the  fact 
that  Mr.  K.  came  to  this  county  with  a  cash  capital 
i_)f  but  $6,  he  will  not  be  blameil  if  he  views  the  re- 
sult of  his  labors  with  considerable  pride  and  satis- 
faction. After  jjecoming  a  naturalized  citizen  he 
identified  himself  with  the  Kepubliean  party,  whose 
principles  he  still  maintains. 

Mr.  K.  is  a  member  of  Sulli\an  Center  Lodge  No. 
738,  A.  F.  ife  A.  M.,  of  Saunemiu,  Livingston  Co.,  111. 
He  is  connected  with  the  Danish  Lutheran  Church, 
and  is  the  supporter  of  those  enterprises  calcidated 
to  benefit  the  ]ieople  at  large  botli  nioj'ally  and  inti'l- 
lectually. 

OHN  WILKEY,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  his  wife,  are  both  natives  of  England, 
where  they  spent  the  greater  portion  of  their 
lives,  only  becoming  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try about  seventeen  years  ago,  since  which  time 
they  have  had  no  occasion  to  regret  their  change  of 
place  of  residence.  Mr.  Wilkey  is  now  perma- 
nently located  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  sec- 
tion '29,  Waldo  Townshii).  He  was  born  in  Charles 
Township,  Devonshire,  England,  on  the  27th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1845,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (King- 
don)  Wilkey,  who  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  wh<im  our  subject  was  the  second.  George 
died  in  England,  and  the  others  came  to  this  coun- 
try. James  married,  but  his  wife  died,  leaving 
three  children;  he  resides  in  El  Paso.  Mary,  Mrs. 
George  Gibbs,  has  six  children,  and  lives  in  Waldo 
Township;  Charles  is  married,  has  one  child,  and 
lives  in  ISenson,  Woodford  County;  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  John    Skinner,    has   live   children,  and   lives 
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in  Woodford  County:  Henry  is  married,  has  one 
child,  and  lives  in  Benson.  Woodford  County. 
Thomas  is  unmarried  and  lives  in  Waldo;  En^ma, 
Mrs.  James  Piirkhurst,  has  two  children,  and 
lives  in  Benson,  Woodford  County.  IMr.  Wil- 
key's  parents  came  to  America  in  187i);  the 
mother  was  born  on  the  9th  of  January,  1821,  and 
died  on  the  lOtli  of  January,  1887.  The  father  was 
born  in  1814,  and  is  now  residing  with  his  children 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  as  a  farmer, 
and  has  followed  that  occupation  during  his  life. 
On  account  of  the  surroundings  during  his  boj'- 
hood  days  he  received  but  a  limited  education.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  came  to  America, 
landing  at  New  York  City,  where  he  remained  for 
two  years,  engaged  in  work  by  the  month.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  England  for  the 
purpose  of  marrying.  On  the  8th  of  March,  1870, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Web- 
ber, daughter  of  James  and  Iillizabeth  (Cuttland) 
Webber,  of  Devonshire.  He  and  his  wife  then 
came  to  America,  and  at  onoe  proceeded  to  El  Paso, 
111.,  where  he  engaged  in  work  by  the  month  for 
three  years.  He  then  purchased  a  team  and  oper- 
ated a  rented  farm  of  eighty  acres.  At  the  end  of 
nine  years  he  had  accumulated  sufiicient  means  to 
purchase  a  farm  of  his  own,  and  he  invested  in 
eighty  acres,  upon  which  he  now  lives,  adding  to  it 
in  1887  forty  acres  more  on  the  same  section.  This 
land  he  has  put  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  has  made  marked  improvements  upon  it. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkey  have  been  born  three 
children,  as  follows:  George  Henry,  Jan.  17,  1872: 
Annie,  July  10,  1875;  and  Ida,  Jan.  22,  1882. 

Mrs.  Wilkey  was  liorn  Aug.  23,  1849,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  common-school  education.  Her  par- 
ents remained  in  England,  where  her  mother  is  still 
living;  the  father  is  dead.  Mrs.  Wilkey  is  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  five  living  children;  Jane, 
Mrs.  James  Grant,  h.as  several  children,  and  lives 
in  Devonshire,  England;  Edward  is  married,  has 
five  children,  and  lives  in  Devonshire;  Philip  is 
married,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  Devonshire; 
Richard  is  married,  has  five  children,  and  li\  es  in 
El  Paso,  111. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkey  <leserve  much  credit  for  the 
.4« ■ — — 


rapidity  with  which  they  have  accumulated  property 
since  they  liecame  residents  of  this  country.  They 
came  from  families  note<l  for  their  thrift  and  en- 
terprise in  England,  and  have  well  maintained  the 
reputation  in  this  country  that  had  been  gained  l)y 
their  parents  in  the  old.  They  are  comfortably  sit- 
uated and  pleasantly  surrounded  at  their  home  in 
Waldo  Township,  and  the  circle  of  friends  which 
they  have  gathered  around  them  is  both  pleasant 
and  large. 


\ip>^,ATHAN  HURT,  proprietor  of  302  acres  of 
l|  jjj  fine  farming  land,  lives  just  outside  the 
/li;^  limits  of  Forest,  where  he  has  built  a  snug 
homestead  in  keeping  with  his  reputation  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means.  He 
is  principally  engaged  as  a  live-stock  dealer,  his 
tiansactions  extending  over  a  large  area  of  territory, 
and  in  this  department  of  agriculture  he  has  been 
uniformly  successful.  He  is  highly  esteemed  in 
both  social  and  business  circles  as  one  of  the  men 
who  have  assisted  in  developing  the  resources  of 
Livingston  County,  and  building  up  its  reputation 
as  a  progressive  and  intelligent  community. 

Mr.  Hurt  was  born  in  Garrard  County,  Ky.,  Aiiril 
5,  1848,  and  his  parents,  EWm  and  Eliza  J.  (Bur- 
ton) Hurt,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  county. 
They  remained  in  that  section  until  1858,  when 
they  removed  to  Morgan  Countj',  Ind.  The  father, 
while  visiting  his  former  home  in  Kentucky,  two 
years  later,  was  seized  with  an  illness  which  soon 
terminated  his  life,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  in  his  na- 
tive soil.  The  mother  continued  to  reside  in  Indi- 
ana, where  her  death  took  place  at  the  homestead  in 
1876.  Of  the  five  children  included  in  the  family 
circle,  Cyrus  and  Sarah  are  deceased,  while  Robert 
and  William  are  residents  of  Morgan  County,  Ind., 
and  engaged  in  farming. 

Nathan  Hurt  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  his 
father's  family  removed  from  Kentucky  to  Indiana. 
He  had  always  been  distinguished  as  a  bright  and 
ambitious  boy,  thoughtful  beyond  his  years,  and 
upon  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  watched  with  in- 
tense interest  the  contest  between  the  opposing  arm- 
ies. In  March,  1863,  although  hut  fifteen  years  of 
age,  he   succeeded    in  being  accepted  as  a  Union 
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soldier,  and  to  his  great  joy  was  permitted  to  enlist 
ill  Co.  B,  1st  Indiana  Heavy  Artillery.  He  inarched 
bi-nvely  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  and  with  his  regi- 
ment twrticipated  in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Blakesley 
and  Sivinish  Fort,  after  which  the  regiment  was 
ordered  to  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  joined  the  Red 
River  expedition.  At  Spanish  Fort  young  Hurt 
was  woniided  In"  a  piece  of  shell,  which  disabled  him 
for  a  short  time,  but  he  recovered  in  time  to  partici- 
pate in  the  joyful  Congratulations  of  the  North  at 
the  return  of  peace. 

After  receiving  his  honorable  dischaige  from  the 
army,  Mr.  Hurt  repaired  to  Tuscola.  111.,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  with  his  brothers  C  yrus  and  Robert, 
where  he  continued  until  1872.  Duiing  the  last 
year  of  his  residence  there,  he  was  also  interested 
in  the  restaurant  known  as  the  Lopp  &  Hurt  Res- 
taurant. He  thence  crossed  the  Slississiiipi  and 
visited  the  raining  districts  of  Colorado,  where  he 
had  invested  a  sum  of  money,  and  also  visited  New- 
Mexico,  returning  to  Illinois  in  February,  1878. 
During  1877  he  was  engaged  in  general  mei'cliandise 
at  Our.ay,  Col.,  and  from  thence  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois. Not  long  after,  in  February,  1878,  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Fcu'est  Township,  where  he  |)nr- 
chased  land,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to 
.agricultural  pursuits  and  live  stock.  His  farm  is 
thoroughly  im|)roved  and  supplied  with  good  build- 
ings and  machinery.  His  homestead  was  a  legacy 
left  him  by  his  uncle,  the  late  Allan  A.  Burton,  who 
w.os  favorabl\-  known  throughout  this  section  of 
countiy,  and  comprises  sixty -two  acres,  forming  one 
of  the  handsomest  dwelling-places  in  that  region. 

The  lady  who  presides  witli  grace  and  dignit}' 
over  the  home  of  our  subject,  and  to  whom  lie  was 
married  Jan.  14,  1 88.5,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Lydia 
(Franci-)  Burton,  daughter  of  .Joiin  and  Margaret 
( Ro.ss)  Francis,  of  Forest.  .She  was  born  in  Oiiio, 
.May  10,  18.53,  and  of  her  union  with  (jur  subject 
there  is  one  child,  a  son.  Kdgar  Burton,  born  Api-il 
17,  1886.  Mr.  Hurt  w.as  reared  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Christian  Church,  of  which  his  parents  were 
prominent  and  worthy  members,  and  with  which  he 
ha.*!  been  connected  since  18(;i.  Mrs.  II.  bc-longs 
U>  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Forest.  As 
int4-lligent  and  well-educated  people,  they  enjoy  the 
societ}'  of  the  best  residents  of  P'oiest  and  vicinity. 


In  our  pictorial  department  of  this  Album,  we 
present  a  view  of  !\Ir.  Hurt's  residence  and  sur- 
roundings. 


'^'  AIRUS  THAY1:R  BOLLARD,  dealer  in  lum- 
ber, fuel,  paints,  oils,  etc.,  at  Chatsworth,  is 
one  of  the  old  and  substantial  liusiness  men 
of  the  place.  He  is  a  native  of  Bethel, 
Windsor  Co..  Vt.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  24th  c)f 
July,  18-2S.  His  ancestors  emigrated  from  En- 
gland, several  generations  back,  and  settled  in  New 
England.  Mr.  Bullard's  father,  Andes  T.  Bullard, 
was  born  in  Francistown,  N.  II.,  is  still  living,  and 
has  been  a  minister  in  tlie  Methodist  Episco- 
p.al  Church  for  flfty-seven  years.  He  is  now  eighty- 
four  years  of  age,  and  exceedingly  well  preserved. 
The  mother,  Lydia  Lincoln,  a  third  cousin  of  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
died  in  1 875  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  They 
had  four  children,  two  boys  and  two  girls,  one  boy 
dying  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  The  three  living 
are:  R.achel,  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Hyde,  who  resides 
in  Lincoln,  Neb.;  Lucinda,  Mrs.  Bailey  F.  Adams, 
of  R.andolph,  Vt. ;  and  J.  T.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  the  eldest  of  tiie  children. 

Mr.  Bullard  availed  himself  of  all  the  opportuni- 
ties afforded  in  his  youth  for  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  3'ears  he  left 
home  and  clerked  in  a  store  at  liadley  Falls,  Mass. 
One  year  later  he  went  to  Boston,  and  entering  the 
employ'  of  a  man  who  had  a  collecting  agency,  he 
engaged  in  collecting  delinquent  subscriptions  for 
\arions  newspapers  in  the  Eastern  States.  In  this 
capacity  he  served  until  1  853,  when  he  accompanied 
his  uncle,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  to  Illinois,  and  for 
several  years  resided  in  Chicago,  where  he  learned 
the  business  of  inspecting  and  dealing  in  lumber. 
In  18f;0  he  moved  to  Paxton,  where  he  owned  a 
iuinlicr-yard  for  three  months,  and  then  moved  to 
Lodi,  where  he  remained  until  1864.  He  then  re- 
liu  ned  to  Chicago  and  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  J.  II.  Walker  &  Co.,  dealers  in  hides.  In  August, 
1  K(i5,  he  went  to  Fairbury,  where  he  carried  on  the 
lumber  trade  until  18G!),  and  then  came  to  Chats- 
worth  and  established  his  present  business,  which 
he  has  conducted  on  an  extensive  scale.     He  also 
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owns  a  lumber-yard  at  Ciilloin,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  J.  T.  Billiard  &  Co.,  at  Saunemin,  this 
county. 

Mr.  Ballard  has  been  twice  married;  the  first 
time  in  1855  to  Mrs.  Jane  Sweetland,  who  was  born 
in  Wallingford,  Vt.  She  died  in  February,  18G4, 
at  Lodi,  111.,  leaving  one  son,  Willie  C.  In  Maj-. 
1865,  he  was  married  tc>  Miss  Marj^  F.  Adams,  of 
Randolph,  Vt.,  near  which  place  she  was  liorn.  Of 
this  marriage  five  children  have  been  born,  two  of 
whom  are  living — Josephine  and  John  T.  Mr.  Bul- 
lard  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  various  local  of- 
fices, serving  as  School  Treasurer  for  twelve  years. 
He  is  an  intelligent  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, being  a  leading  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  a  Knight  Templar.  He  was  made  a  Master 
Mason  in  DeWitt  Clinton  Lodge,  at  Northfield, 
Vt.,  in  1852,  and  has  served  as  Master  of  Chats- 
worth  Lodge  No.  539,  and  as  Eminent  Com- 
mander of  St.  Paul  Commandery  No.  34,  Knights 
Templar,  Fairbury,  111.  In  his  home  surroundings 
Mr.  Bullard  is  happily  situated.  His  family  is  one 
of  marked  intelligence,  and  have  had  the  advantage 
of  refining  influences.  The  residence  they  occupy 
and  its  surroundings  is  the  most  conspicuous  in 
Chatsworth.  Mr.  Bullard  is  a  genial,  wide-awake 
man,  who  looks  always  on  the  sunny  side  of  life, 
and  enjoys  his  meals  and  a  facetious  story  with 
equal  relish. 

On  an  adjoining  page  will  be  found  a  view  of 
Mr.  Bullard's  handsome  residence  and  his  business 
property. 


<iT)OHN  KELSO.  When  intelligently  carried 
on,  the  business  of  stock-raising  has  many 
pleasant  features,  besides  being  exceedingly 
(^^//  remunerative,  and  it  is  in  this  line  of  busi- 
ness that  a  large  proportion  of  the  farmers  of  cer- 
tain sections  of  Illinois  have  become  wealthy. 
This  is  true  of  the  gentleman  who  is  hereby 
sketched,  whose  stock  farm  is  located  on  section  18, 
in  Indian  Grove  Township.  Mr.  Kelso  came  to 
Livingston  County  in  March,  1867,  where  he  pur- 
chased 240  acres  of  land,  and  began  earnestly  the 
work  of  improving  the  same.     It  is  now  under  per- 
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feet  and  profitable  cultivation,  and  he  devotes  large 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  imported  horses, 
fine  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.  In  the  latter  line  he 
has  some  very  valuable  animals,  among  which  are 
some  Shropshires  that  cost  $75  per  pair. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  SwitZ: 
erland  County,  Ind.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1833, 
and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Nelson)  Kelso. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
when  a  child  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  reared 
upon  a  farm,  performing  such  work  as  he  was  able 
to,  and  giving  as  much  time  as  possible  to  at- 
tendance at  the  public  schools.  He  was  married 
in  Indiana,  in  1828  or  1829,  to  Sarah  Nelson,  and 
to  them  were  born  three  children  while  residing  in 
that  State.  In  1834  he  migrated  to  Illinois  and 
located  in  Washington,  Tazewell  County,  where  he 
purchased  land  in  a  raw  state  and  began  farming. 
The  home  place  consisted  of  320  acres,  on  which 
he  resided  until  his  death,  which  event  occurred  on 
the  27th  or  28th  of  October,  1884.  He  was  a  man 
of  large  stature,  five  feet  ten  inches  in  height,  and 
weighed  225  pounds.  He  was  of  an  amiable  tem- 
perament, a  good  neighbor,  a  kind  and  generous 
father  and  husband,  and  his  death  was  a  great  loss 
to  the  community.  The  mother  was  born  in  Indi- 
ana on  the  25th  of  Decemlier,  1811.  and  she  yet 
survives.  Eleven  children  were  born  unto  them: 
Robert  married  Miss  li^mily  J.  Brown;  Charles  died 
in  infancy;  John;  David  died  in  infancy';  Jane 
married  Isaac  McDonald;  William  died  in  infancy; 
Joseph  married  Mary  J.  Messinger,  and  died  in 
1880;  Willson  married  Elizabeth  Day;  Sarah  and 
Eliza  died  in  childhood,  and  Matilda  married  S.  H. 
Payne. 

Mr,  Kelso  was  married  to  Miss  Melissa  E.  A. 
Messinger  on  the  14th  of  March,  1861,  the  cere- 
monj'  being  performed  b}"  the  Rev.  Dr.  Reed,  of 
the  Universalist  Church  of  Peoria.  She  was  born 
in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1841,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Eli  and  Ruth  A.  (Mc- 
Coy) Messinger.  Her  father  was  born  in  Vermont 
on  the  28th  of  February,  1815,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  millwright,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed for  man}'  years.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  the 
year  1834,  and  located  in  Tazewell  County,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade.     He  was  married  in  1839, 
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and  his  wife  died  in  the  sprins;'  of  1857.  She  was 
born  in  Tennessee  on  the  loth  of  April,  1820,  from 
which  State  her  parents  moved  to  Kentucky,  then 
to  Indiana,  ami  in  1834  to  IlliiK)is,  in  which  State 
her  death  occurred,  in  the  town  of  Wasiiington. 
She  was  a  zealous  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  died  in  the  full  realization  of  that  faith.  Of 
the  ten  children  born  to  them  but  two  are  living — 
Mary  J.  and  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kelso  h.ivc  had  the  following- 
named  children:  Eloise;  ilary  A.,  deceased;  Ed- 
gar L. ;  Sarah  L. ;  Maggie  M.,  deceased:  Fred  M., 
deceased:  Dudley  F. :  Claude  L.,  deceased,  and 
John  R.  !Mr.  Kelso  is  a  member  of  the  National 
Democratic  party,  and  heartih"  endorses  the  doc- 
trines enunciated  by  that  partj'  through  its  State 
and  National  platforms  since  he  became  a  voter. 
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JT/AMKS  KlNti.  Tlii»c  will,  are  engaged  in 
I  works  fur  the  elevation  and  iniprovcineiit  nf 
||  mankind  are  called  humanitarians,  and  well 
^tj  they  ile.-erve  the  name.  Men  wlm  arc  cn- 
gtigeil  in  improving  the  qualities  of  ilonu~tic  animals, 
that  are  intendeil  to  draw  and  carry  burdens,  or 
thoM-  which  the  Creator  intended  for  the  -u-tenanee  of 
mankind,  are  engaged  in  a  work  of  a  kindred  nature. 
for  thereby  the  conditiiHi  of  man  i- inipro\  ed.  T!ie 
(U-oiKig-ation  of  perfect  animals  for  the  \aiionspnr- 
]»iM'>  they  are  intendeil  to  sul)serve  is  a  liu>ine» 
calling  for  intelligence  and  a  tine  -en^e  of  the  econo- 
mies and  puri«ises  of  nature.  Sucii  a  man  is  .James 
King,  one  of  the  reprcsentath c  ~tock-grower>  of 
Livingston  County,  who  i~  loc.itecl  on  -ection  '.io, 
Indian  Grove  Township. 

Mr.  King  w.qs  liorii  in  K'ent.  Mnglanil.  in  1817, 
and  came  to  America  along  with  hi-  taniily  in  1851. 
They  landed  at  New  York  City,  wlicm  e  they  |iro- 
cee<Ie<I  to  Buffalo,  but  soon  renioveil  to  Chicago, 
wliere  they  remained  until  18(;7.  lie  dcxoting  his 
energies  and  biisines.-  tsileut  to  trtnisaction-  in  -tock. 
In  the  year  last  above  named  Mi-.  King  iiio\ed  to 
Livingston  County,  anri  loc.ited  in  the  town  of  I'.iii- 
buiy.  where  lie  engaged  for  ten  yeais  in  th<-  iunibei- 
bnsines.-.  lie  then  sold  out  that  biisiues- .ind  moved 
onto  his  farm,  which  consists  of  240  .-icres  of  vny 


fertile  land,  where  he  has  engaged  largely  in  raising 
a  high  grade  of  Imrses,  cattle  an<l  hogs,  and  has  met 
with  leniarkalile  success. 

Ml'.  King  was  married  in  18til  to  Lucy  (Todd) 
Ketteriugham.  a  native  of  Knglaud.  Tiiey  have 
had  b«.>rn  to  them  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  while  the  survivors  are  George.  Mary. 
l>cnj:unin.  Lucy  anil  M:iria.  Ity  his  first  wife,  who 
<lied  in  London  in  1848.  tliere  were  four  children. 
His  present  wife  is  an  acti\c  memlier  of  the  First 
liaptist  Church. 

Although  there  are  no  better  American  citizens, 
Mr.  King  is  a  typical  Englishman,  and  is  as  j)roud 
as  one  can  well  be  of  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He 
is  an  enthusiast  in  whatevei'  he  liecomes  interested, 
and  esi)ecially  is  this  true  of  his  attachment  for  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  M.asous,  of 
which  he  is  lioth  a  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  a 
Knight  Tenijilar.  lie  has  thoroughly  studied  and 
digested  the  teachings  and  doctrines  of  this  frater- 
nity of  fraternities,  and  is  thoroughly  demoted  to  its 
teachings.  Like  many  enthusiastic  Jiasons  he  be- 
lieves that  if  one  lives  up  to  the  teachings  and  re- 
quirements of  this  orcK'r  he  is  aliout  as  good  a 
Christian  as  he  well  can  be.  for  once  a  Mason,  the 
belief  in  a  (iod  is  acknowledged  in  the  mo.st  solenm 
manner,  and  the  requirements  of  Masonry,  if  ob- 
sei'vecl  to  thc>  letter,  must  make  a  man  approach  as 
nearly  to  perfection  as  it  is  pcpssible  for  humanity  to 
attain.  So  thoroughly  iuq)regnated  is  Mr.  King 
with  the  idea  that  a  thoroughly  good  Mason  is  a 
tlioronglily  good  Christian  that  he  considers  his 
lodgt'  voiini  his  religious  temple.  Mr.  King  is  a 
meinnei'  of  the  Deinoc-i-atic  party. 

OHN  CORRIGAN,  a  reputable  farmer  on 
section  22,  Amity  Township,  was  born  in 
the  county  of  Cavan,  Ireland,  Dec.  25, 
1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Alice 
(Conl}')  Corrigan,  natives  of  the  same  county;  the 
former's  parents  were  Peter  and  Honore  (Dillon) 
Corrigan,  natives  of  Monahan  County,  Ireland. 
Patrick,  the  father  of  John,  our  subject,  died  in  the 
parish  of  Dringoon,  Cavan  Co.,  Ireland,  on  the  27th 
of  March,  184lt.     He  was  noted  for  his  devotion  to 
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his  family  and  his  country,  and  his  devoutness  as  a 
Catholic.  Alice  Corrigan,  his  widow,  came  to 
America  in  1865,  and  located  in  Aurora,  111.,  where 
she  remained  until  two  years  before  her  deatii, 
which  occurred  on  the  10th  of  January,  1885,  at 
her  home  in  Cornell,  Livingston  County,  and  her 
remains  were  taken  to  Aurora  for  interment.  She 
left  four  children,  as  well  as  a  host  of  friends,  to 
mourn  her  death.  Like  her  iiusbaud  she  was  a  de- 
vout member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  John  Corrigan  were : 
James,  who  married  Ann  Hughes,  of  County 
Cavan,  Ireland,  and  died  in  1859;  Alice  married 
Samuel  Jeno,  and  they  emigrated  to  Scotland  ;  Mar- 
garet married  Archie  B.  McGinnis,  and  they  also 
went  to  Scotland;  Peter  came  to  America  about 
the  year  1856,  landing  at  New  York  City,  at  which 
place  he  enlisted  in  a  New  York  regiment  and 
served  during  the  war.  He  was  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  in  Libby  Prison  for  eight  months,  when 
in  1864  he  was  exchanged  and  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment. He  was  again  captured  at  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam,  and  was  this  time  sent  to  Andersonville 
Prison,  where  he  died.  In  the  order  of  biith  John, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  stands  next;  Hugii  came 
to  America  in  18G4,  and  lives  at  Ottawa;  James 
was  killed  in  an  accident  on  the  id  of  July,  1881,  at 
Aurora,  leaving  a  wife  and  four  children  ;  Eugene, 
now  a  resident  of  Macon  County,  Mo.,  is  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  the  father  of  five 
children  living,  while  three  are  dead;  Michael  mar- 
ried Mary  Ann  Nolan,  of  Aurora,  and  lives  at 
Bloomiugton,  111.;  they  have  had  live  children,  four 
living  and  one  dead;  Maggie  was  born  in  1848,  and 
died  in  Aurora  in  1868,  at  twenty  years  of  age. 

Mr.  John  Corrigan  was  married,  in  May,  1863,  to 
Miss  Jemima  Dunlap,  at  Naperville,  111.,  by  llev. 
Father  I^isher,  and  they  have  been  blessed  with  eight 
children:  Peter  was  born  Feb.  21,  1864,  and  mar- 
ried Miss  Foley  Feb.  23,  1887;  they  reside  in  Am- 
it}'  Township;  Eugene  was  born  March  23,  1866, 
and  is  living  at  home  with  his  parents;  Mary  E.  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  August,  1867,  received  a  High 
School  education,  and  devotes  her  time  to  teaching; 
Hugh  was  born  on  the  24th  of  May,  1869,  is  en- 
gaged at  work  upon  the  farm  and  attends  school  in 
the  winter;   Alice  was  born  Api'il  21,  1871,  and 
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died  at  the  age  of  ten -months  and  twenty-one  days; 
James  was  born  Oct.  25,  1873;  Alice,  l)orn  Sept. 
12,  1875,  and  Maggie,  June  12,  1878. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  John  Corrigan  were  Wilson 
and  Letitia  Dunlap.  who  have  long  since  passed 
away,  the  father  dying  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  the 
mother  on  the  15th  of  October,  1848.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Protestant  Church.  They  became 
the  parents  of  the  following-named  children:  Ellen, 
who  married  James  liichy,  of  Belfast;  her  husband 
is  a  manufacturer  of  boots  and  shoes,  and  they 
have  a  large  family.  Jane  is  the  wife  of  John  Camp- 
bell, who  was  on  the  police  force  of  Ballybar,  Ire- 
land; their  children,  seven  in  all,  came  to  America. 
Mr.  Campbell  died  in  Ireland  some  time  after  the 
departure  of  the  children  for  this  country.  William 
enlisted  in  Her  Majesty's  service  when  about  eight- 
een years  of  .ige,  and  sailed  for  the  West  Indies, 
and  from  there  to  tlie  Island  of  Malta,  where  he 
served  on  guard  duty,  and  after  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, from  there  to  America;  Wilson  now  lives 
in  Ireland :  Sanderson  came  to  America  when  quite 
young,  and  after  living  here  for  four  years  returned 
to  Ireland,  and  the  last  time  heard  from  he  was  in 
Australia;  Mary  Ann  came  to  America,  and  mar- 
ried Winslovv  Highland,  of  Plainfleld,  111.,  and  now 
lives  in  La  Grange,  III. ;  she  has  an  interest  in  a 
220-acre  farm  near  Plainfleld,  also  lands  in  Kansas, 
and  town  property,  and  is  making  good  use  of  her 
fortune;  Hugh  lives  in  Ireland,  and  has  a  family; 
Jemima,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  April  10,  1840;  James  died  in  America  three 
j'ears  after  landing,  in  about  the  year  1 849 ;  Mary 
married  Michael  McBreeu,  and  died  leaving  a  hus- 
band and  six  children.  All  that  is  known  of  Rosa 
is  that  she  came  to  America  and  was  married  to  a 
Rochester  man,  whose  name  is  unknown  to  the 
family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corrigan  emigrated  to  America, 
landing  at  New  Y'ork  on  the  12th  of  May,  1863, 
after  a  voyage  of  four  weeks  and  two  daj's  from 
Liverpool,  encountering  some  very  stormy  weather. 
They  now  own  a  fine  farm  of  500  acres,  400  of 
which  is  under  cultivation,  and  the  balance  good 
pasture  land.  Besides  being  a  farmer  on  a  large 
scale  Mr.  Corrigan  is  engaged  in  raising  thorough- 
bred Short-horn  Durham  cattle,  blooded  horses  and 
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a  high  grade  of  hogs.  The  farm  contains  fiist-olass 
buildings:  the  dwelling-house  is  nicely  situated  and 
oonifortably  surrounded.  The  familj-  belong  to 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  they  are  well  liked  by  all 
who  know  them.  Mr.  Corrigan  is  a  man  who  is 
always  ready  to  help  any  enterprise  having  a  ten- 
dency to  benefit  the  members  of  the  community 
individually  or  collectively,  and  is  one  who  is  able 
to  give  ample  reasons  for  tlie   faith  that  is  in  him. 

JOHN  FIEATH  SMITH  (formerly  spelled 
Schmidt),  is  as  tiie  name  indicates,  of  Ger- 
man ancestry,  and  is  rated  among  the  most 
thrifty-  and  prosperous  citizens  of  Nebraska 
Township,  where  he  is  carrying  on  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  after  the  most  approved  methods, 
being  supplied  with  good  farm  m.achiner}-  and 
everything  required  for  the  intelligent  prosecution 
of  his  chosen  calling. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  little  Kingdom  of 
Bavaria,  Dec.  11,  183.5,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
Peter  and  Margaret  (Gramjjp)  Schmidt,  who  were 
worthy  representatives  of  a  line  of  honest  and  in- 
dustrious peoi)le.  Young  John  was  placed  in 
school  at  an  early  .age,  where  he  continued  his 
studies  several  j-ears  and  was  then  bound  out  to 
learn  the  cooper's  trade.  After  completing  this 
and  working  as  a  journeyman  a  year  his  parents 
decided  that  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  seek  his  fort- 
une in  America.  He  left  his  father's  house  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1853,  and  landed  in  New  York  City 
on  November  11  following.  He  remained  there 
about  ten  days  waiting  for  news  from  his  brother, 
then  proceeded  to  Baltimore,  where  he  secured 
employment  at  his  trade,  and  ten  days  later  his 
brother  found  him  and  took  him  to  Cumberland, 
Md.  Our  subject  here  secured  employment  in  a 
mill,  then  went  into  the  employ  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  Co.,  for  whom  he  worked  five 
years,  and  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of  ni.achinery. 
The  next  two  years  were  occupied  in  lunning  a 
stationary  engine  in  an  cstablishm(Mit  at  Cumber- 
land, Md.,  during  which  time  he  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  Miss  .Margaret  Wiesenmiller,  who 
became  his  wife  March    17,   18.57.     This  lady  w.as 


the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Baer)  Wie- 
senmiller, natives  of  Germany.  The  young  people 
continued  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  until  March  10, 
1860,  when,  having  previously  made  their  prepara- 
tions they  started  for  the  West,  and  coming  into 
this  State  located  in  Long  Point  Township,  where 
the  father  of  <  )ur  subject  had  preceded  him  two  years. 
The  latter  was  occuiiied  as  a  farm  laborer  a  year, 
then  rented  a  tract  of  land  and  commenced  opera- 
tions for  himself. 

Mr.  Smith  continued  im  rented  land  in  Long 
Point  Township  four  years,  and  had  in  the  mean- 
time saved  a  snug  little  sum  of  money,  which  he  now 
invested  in  forty  acres  on  section  6,  Nebraska  Town- 
shi]i,  where  he  has  since  been  located.  In  due  time 
he  added  to  his  first  purchase  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  160  acres.  This  he  has  thoroughly  di'ained 
with  tile,  and  has  erected  a  good  set  of  farm  Ijuild- 
ings,  the  last  structure  which  he  built  being  a  fine 
barn  put  up  in  1886.  He  keeps  good  stock  and 
raises  some  of  the  best  crops  in  the  western  part  of 
Livingston  County. 

Upon  becoming  a  voter,  Mr.  Smith  identified 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  held  the 
various  township  offices,  being  Supervisor  five,  and 
Road  Commissioner  two  tei'ms,  besides  serving  as 
School  Director  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  years.  He 
also  filled  the  office  of  Constable  a  number  of  years. 
He  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran 
C'hui'ch.  and  confirmed  when  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Of  his  marriage  there  were  born  ten  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  Matilda,  the  eldest  daughter,  was 
born  in  Maryland,  Jan.  23,  1859,  and  died  in  this 
county  Fel).  14,  1882;  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Mt.  Zion  Cemetery.  Barbara  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  Sept.  15,  1861,  and  died  in  Ma}', 
1869;  Ellen  Lavinia  was  born  Jan.  2G,  1864,  and 
died  Sept.  3,  1881;  Magdalena  E.  was  bom  Sept. 
26,  1866;  Adam  Louis,  March  10,  1869;  Charlotte, 
June  22.  1872;  Mary  Christina,  M.arch  10,  1875; 
Oliver  A..  Feb.  7,  1878,  .and  Howard  T.,  July  6, 
1882. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  boin  M;iy  1,  1805, 
;ni(l  is  still  living,  being  a  resident  of  Long  Point 
'TouMship.  He  is  remarkably  strong  and  healthy, 
.'I  IK  I  (l(ic~  not  wear  spectacles.  The  mother  was  born 
Aug.    ill,    1812,    and    they   were   mai-ried   in   1828. 
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The  old  people  reside  with  their  son  in  Long  Point 
Township.  John  of  our  sketch  was  the  third  child 
in  a  family  of  eleven,  of  whom  eight  survive,  and 
witli  two  exceptions  are  all  living  in  tin's  Stale. 
During  the  late  war  Mr.  S.  served  in  tlie  77th  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  with  his  two  brothers  experienced 
three  years  of  anny  life.  They  were  captui'ed  by 
the  rebels  at  Ft.  Taylor,  and  kept  in  prison  thirteen 
months  at  ^Shreveport,  La.  Mr.  Smith  met  and 
shook  hands  with  President  Buchanan,  and  saw  a  let- 
ter wi'itten  b}'  him,  and  states  that  the  antograijli 
given  as  his  in  the  Albums  published  by  the  firm 
issuing  this  volume,  is  exactly  like  that  which  he 
saw  at  the  close  of  President  Buchanan's  letter. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  the  second  child  in  a  family'  of 
nine.  Her  brothers,  Conrad  and  Frederick,  served 
as  scildiers  in  the  Union  armj'.  The  former  was 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  and  obliged  to  have  a 
limb  amputated ;  he  died  soon  afterward  in  the  hospi- 
tal at  'Washington,  D.  C.  Frederick  lived  to  re- 
turn home,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Maryland,  hav- 
ing a  wdfe  and  six  children.  Her  father  was  lioni  in 
1811,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Mar3dand,  in  1885, 
lieing  seventy -four  3'ears  of  age.  The  mother  was 
born  in  1808,  and  is  still  living,  making  her  home 
with  her  son  in  Cumberland,  Md.  They  were  of 
German  birth  and  ancestry,  and  came  to  this  conntrj^ 
when  their  daughter,  Mrs.  S.,  was  a  child  one  year 
old. 
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"it/EFFERY  H.  REED,  a  progressive  young 
farmer  of  Amit}'  Township,  owns  and  occu- 
pies   a    neat   and    well-cultivated    farm    of 

eighty  acres  on  section   19.     He   has   been 

carefully  reared  and  fairly  educated,  and  is  more 
than  ordinarily  intelligent,  ambitious  of  keeping  up 
with  the  moving-  spirits  of  the  day,  and  in  all  re- 
spects a  useful  and  valued  member  of  his  commu- 
nity. He  has  been  School  Director  several  terms, 
and  forms  one  of  the  essential  spokes  in  the  wheel 
of  progress,  nothing  pleasing  him  better  than  to  as- 
sist in  those  enterprises  creditable  to  his  commu- 
nity, and  which  will  insure  its  moral  and  industrial 
welfare. 

Mr.  Reed  was  born  in  Peoria  County,  Oct.    15, 


T86i3,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  under  the 
parental  roof,  coming  to  this  county  in  February, 
1881.  He  was  married  in  Long  Point  Township, 
on  the  25th  of  June,  187(1,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Martha  R.  Colelioui'.  Of  this  union  there  have 
been  born  two  childi-eu:  Benjamin  Franklin  was 
born  July  29,  1878,  and  has  commenced  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school;  Laurie  Luvernia  was 
born  July  24,  1886,  and  is  consequently  yet  a  babe. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Erastus^R.  and  Le- 
vira  L.  (Goodsell)  Reed,  were  natives  respectively 
of  Ohio  and  New  York  State,  and  the  father  was  a 
son  of  Aaron  and  Sarah  (Goff)  Reed.  The  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Hermann  and 
Lura  (Hitchcock)  Goodsell.  Grandfather  Reed 
came  from  Ohio  to  Illinois  in  1830,  when  his  son 
Erastus  was  a  child  three  yeais  of  age,  and  located 
near  Chillicothe,  in  Peoria  County.  Here  Erastus 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  married  Miss  Goodsell 
in  1850.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Lodge 
of  Chillicothe,  Peoria  Co.,  III.  In  1879  they 
crossed  the  Mississippi  and  took  up  theb-  residence 
on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  County,  Kan.,  where  they 
now  reside.  The  parental  household  included  the 
following-named  children :  Foster  was  born  Oct. 
11,  1851,  married  Miss  Charlotte  Bland,  and  is  the 
father  of  one  child ;  he  is  farming  in  Peoria  County. 
Jeffery  H.,  our  subject;  Milo,  who  was  born  in 
1855,  died  when  about  six  months  old;  Benton  G. 
was  born  Aug.  23,  1860,  and  married  Miss  Millie 
Goodman,  of  Kansas,  of  which  State  he  is  now  a 
resident,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child ;  he  is  a 
civil  engineer  by  profession,  but  is  now  engaged  in 
farming.  Hattie  B.  was  born  in  Julj',  1862,  and 
died  in  infancy;  Emma  A.,  born  Feb.  16,  1868,  is 
living  with  her  parents;  she  is  an  accomplished 
young  lady  and  a  graduate  of  the  Valley  Falls 
School  of  Music.  Dorcas  E.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  was  born  April  23,  1871,  and  became  the 
wife  of  Henry  iMiller,  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  County, 
Kan.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  with  which  oiu'  subject  and  his  wife  are 
also  connected. 

Mr.  Reed  votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket, 
and  belongs  to  the  Good  Templars  of  Peoria 
County.  His  farm  operations  are  carried  on  after 
the  most  approved  methods,  and  he  makes  a  spec 
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ialtj  of  stock-i-aising.  The  hnikUngs  are  neat  and 
substantial,  and  Mr.  Reed  is  adding  each  year  to 
the  attractions  of  iiis  farm  as  a  home,  and  to  its 
value  as  a  fertile  tract  of  land,  producing  some  of 
the  choicest  crops  of  Central  Illinois. 


Tpjy  EX.IAMIN"  ]■:.  ROIUNSON,  dealer  in  real 
l^^  est^Ue  at  Fairlniry,  has  been  a  i)rorainent 
/!^j))l,'  citizen  of  Indian  Grove  Township  for  many 
^&>'  j-ears,  and  closely  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  its  people.  He  received  but  limited  ad- 
vantages in  his  youth,  and  has  .attained  to  his  pres- 
ent position  by  the  exercise  of  his  own  natural 
abilities  and  common  sense. 

Mr.  Robinson  spent  his  early  life  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  w.as  born  May  24,  1837,  on 
the  homestead  of  his  parents,  William  and  Nancy 
(Hutson)  Robinson,  also  natives  of  the  Buckej'e 
State.  They  were  reared  and  married  near  the 
home  of  their  childhood,  beginning  life  together  in 
1832.  Twentj'-seven  years  later,  in  1859,  William 
Robinson  and  his  family  came  to  this  State,  .ind 
located  first  in  McLean  County,  where  they  re- 
mained until  18GG.  In  the  spring  of  that  j-ear  the 
father  of  our  subject  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Mc- 
Lean, and  came  to  this  county,  where  his  decease 
occurred  Feb.  6,  1887,  when  about  eighty  j-ears 
old.  his  birth  having  occurred  in  1807.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1812,  and  preceded  her  husband  to  the 
silent  land  in  F"ehruary,  1868.  Of  the  nine  children 
born  of  the  parental  household,  two  died  in  infancy. 
They  were  named  respective!}',  Eleanor  J.,  William 
H.,  .John  n.,  Nathaniel,  James  V.,  Edward,  David 
F.,  Thomas  F.,  and  Benjamin  E.,  our  subject.  Of 
these,  six  were  in  the  army  during  the  Civil  War; 
one  of  them,  Edward,  was  but  thirteen  years  <if  .ige 
when  he  enlisted. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  O.Oth  Ohio  Infantry  as 
a  private,  and  a  few  days  afterward  w.as  promoted 
Second  Lieutenant,  lie  was  assigned  with  his  com- 
mand to  theJArmy  of  the  Tennessee,  and  they  met 
the  enemy  first  at  Richmond,  K}'.  ('|iuii  ihat  oc- 
casion Mr.  Robinson  was  captured,  Inii  |iai(»led 
four  days  later,  and  took  the  field  in  November  fol- 
lowinj;.     He  was  present  at  the  siege    and  capture 


of  Vicksburg.  where  he  was  wounded  In  the  head, 
and  subsequently,  in  Tennessee,  was  wounded  in  the 
leg.  The  next  wound  which  he  received  w.as  in  the 
left  arm,  and  he  was  a  second  time  captured  by  the 
rebels,  remaining  their  prisoner  from  June  10,  1864, 
until  in  March,  1865.  For  thirty  days  he  experi- 
enced the  horrors  of  Andersonville,  and  during  the 
winter  of  1865  w.as  without  shoes  or  stockings,  go- 
ing barefoot.  After  leaving  Andersonville  he  was 
taken  to  Macon,  Ga.,  and  thence  to  Charleston,  S. 
C,  where  he  was  placed  in  the  jail  yard  to  hold  the 
fire  of  the  Union  army.  In  1864  he  was  promoted 
First  Lieutenant,  and  was  subsequently  made  Cap- 
tain,  with  which  rank  he  was  mustered  out. 

Capt.  Robinson  upon  returning  from  the  army, 
resumed  farming  in  Indian  Grove  Township,  this 
county,  for  a  time,  and  then  established  a  livery 
stable  which  he  conducted  about  three  years.  In 
1872  he  was  elected  .Sheriff  of  Livingston  Countj-, 
and  served  his  term  creditably  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people,  as  was  shown  b^'  his  re-election 
in  1874,  and  again  in  1876.  In  January,  1882,  he  was 
appointed  Postm.aster  at  Fairbury,  .and  served  until 
the  change  of  administration  resulted  in  a  Demo- 
cratic successor.  During  the  miner's  strike  at 
Braidwood  in  1877,  Capt.  R< )bius()ii served  as  Captain 
of  a  regiment  which  assisted  in  quelling  the  riot, 
an<l  occupied  the  rank  of  Ci>li>nel  on  the  staff  of 
Gov.  Culkmi  an<l  .also  Gov.  Ilainilton.  Socially,  he 
belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Fairbury  Chapter  No. 
99,  and  St.  Paul  Comnmndery  No.  34,  .and  is  Past 
Commander  in  the  fraternity.  In  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
he  is  a  memlier  nf  IJvingston  Lodge  No.  290,  and 
St.  Bernard  Lodge  No.  129,  K.  of  P.  He  is  also 
Past  C(mimander  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  Fairbury  Post 
No.  75.  Politically'  he  is  a  decided  Republican, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  State,  and  Chairman  of 
the  County  Central  Committee. 

The  marri.age  of  Capt.  Robinson  and  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Finch  was  celebrated  at  the  Baptist  parsonage  at 
Bloomington  by  Rev.  Ellis,  March  27,  1867.  Mrs. 
R.  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  in  August, 
1847,  and  is  the  dauuhter  of  John  and  Emily  Finch, 
the  former  deceased.  Mrs.  Finch  is  living,  and  a 
roideiit  of  Madison  County,  Ohio.  Of  this  mar- 
riage there  were  born  three  children,  of  whom  but 
one  is  now  living,  a  daughter,  Lucy  J.,  born  Jan. 
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Residenceof  Philip  Shrimpton  , Sec. 16  .  Dwight  Township. 


Residence  of  G.  L.Taylor,  Sec.  is.  Dwight  Township. 


Resioenceof  R.L.Holdridge,  Sec. 14.  Saunemin  Township. 
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24,  1868;  Clave  died  in  March,  1874,  aged  three 
years,  and  Charles  in  1882,  aged  eight  years.  The 
family  residence  is  pleasantlj'  located  on  Elm 
street,  and  the  Captain  and  his  wife  enjoy  the^friend- 
ship  and  esteem  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Fairbury. 


'^  OHN  B.  KING  is  one  of  the  enterprising 
I  young  agriculturists  of  Waldo  Township, 
j  and  is  located  on  section  2,  where,  besides 
^^^))  general  farming,  he  engages  in  stock-raising. 
He  is  a  native  of  Illinois  and  was  born  near  Hud- 
son, in  McLean  County,  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian  K.  and  Mary 
(Bechler)  King.  He  is  the  third  child  in  a  family 
of  twelve,  all  of  whom  are  still  living,  their  names 
being  .is  follows:  Phoebe,  born  April  9,  1853,  mar- 
ried John  Stride,  has  six  children,  and  lives  near 
Meadows,  McLean  County;  Joseph  R.,  see  sketch; 
John  B.,  our  subject;  Lena  married  Christian  Ra- 
ber,  is  a  widow  with  three  children,  and  lives  in 
Pike  Township;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Jacob  Yardy,  has 
five  children,  and  lives  in  Wiildo  Township;  Daniel 
B.  married  Lucy  King,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in 
McLean  County;  Mary,  born  Dec.  2.3,  1863,  is  un- 
marrried,  and  lives  at  home;  Christian,  born  Dec. 
21.  1864,  married  Katie  Steinman,  and  lives  in 
Waldo  Township;  David,  born  Dec.  27,  1866;  Si- 
mon, in  1867,  and  Ellen,  Oct.  19,  1868. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  a  farm, 
and  during  that  time  attended  the  common  schools, 
where  he  obtained  a  fair  education.  When  he  was 
ten  or  twelve  years  of  age  his  fatlier,  who  lived 
upon  a  rented  farm  in  McLean  County,  moved  to 
Livingston  Countj',  where  he  purchased  160  acres 
of  land,  on  which  he  still  resides.  When  our  sub- 
ject was  twent3'-one  years  of  age  he  began  farming 
on  his  father's  land.  He  continued  farming  in  that 
way  until  1885,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  his 
present  home  on  section  2. 

When  about  the  age  of  twenty-two  j'ears,  on 
March  14,  1880,  Mr.  King  was  married  to  Miss 
Lena  B.  Meyer,  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  and  Annie 
(Fisher)  Meyer.  She  was  born  in  Butler  County, 
Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1863,  and  was  about  fourteen  years 


of  age  when  her  parents  moved  to  Livingston  and 
afterward  to  Tazewell  County.  Her  father  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  which  occupation  he  followed 
until  his  eyesight  became  impaired,  and  then  he 
began  farming.  He  was  born  in  Mexico  May  6, 
1833,  and  her  mother  was  born  in  Germany  July 
6,1834.  She  is  the  oldest  of  three  children,  who 
are  still  living,  her  sisters  being  Katie,  born  Dee. 
20,  1866,  and  Louisa,  June  6,  1870. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Minnie  Alice,  born  May  29,  1881, 
and  Austin  Irvin,  Oct.  21,  1885.  Considering  the 
time  they  have  been  in  business  for  themselves, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  have  made  excellent  progress. 
They  have  provided  themselves  with  a  comfortable 
home,  surrounded  with  many  of  the  substantial 
comforts  of  life,  and  have  made  a  place  for  them- 
selves in  the  esteen;  of  their  neighbors. 


s^\  AMUEL  G.  WILCOX  is  a  gentleman  who 
operates  a  good  farm  on  section  29,  Ne- 
braska Township,  and  bears  the  reputation 
of  being  one  of  the  most  reliable  citizens 
and  skillful  agrrculturists  of  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. His  early  home  was  in  the  Flmpire  State  at 
Truxton,  Cortland  County,  where  his  birth  took 
place  April  13,  1823.  His  p.arents,  Jesse  and  Orilda 
(Harrington)  AVilcox,  came  to  Illinois  in  1838,  lo- 
cating in  Bureau  County  during  its  early  settle- 
ment, where  they  resided  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years. 

Our  subject  received  a  common-school  education 
and  was  particularly  interested  in  the  stud}'  of  his- 
tory. He  was  the  only  sou  in  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, and  on  reaching  manhood  took  care  of  his 
parents  as  long  .as  the}-  lived.  He  was  married  in 
Bureau  County  on  the  27th  of  May,  1854,  to  Miss 
Louisa  M.,  daughter  of  Garland  and  Peachy  Shiff- 
let,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children: 
Their  eldest  son,  William  G.,  was  born  May  15, 
1855;  he  married  Miss  Lucy  Murray,  and  is  farming 
in  Nebraska  Township:  they  are  the  p.arents  of  two 
children.  Charles  L.  was  born  Feb.  3,  1857,  mar- 
ried Miss  Rebecca  Andrews,  and  is  carrying  on 
farming  in  Waldo  Township;  Emma  was  bom  Dee. 


r 


=^ 


■►  ■  ^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


11, "1858,  and  is  the  wife  of  Russell  J.  Bales,  of 
Kingraau  Count.v.  Kan ;  they  have  four  children : 
"Walter  A.  was  born  JIarch  6,  1862,  married  Miss 
Emma  B.  Mett,  and  has  two  children:  he  is  earpen- 
teriuo-  in  Flanagan.  John  8.  was  born  March  17, 
1867.  and  died  Sept.  23,  18G8:  Samuel  C.  was 
bom  April  17,  1870,  George  E.,  May  6,  1876,  and 
Geneva  M..  April  17,  1878. 

Mr.  ^Vilcox  sold  the  home  farm  in  Bureau 
County  [and  came  to  Livingston  in  May,  1858, 
where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  wild  land  on  sec- 
tion 29,  and  since  then  has  given  his  attention  to 
the  building  up  of  the  homestead.  In  this  he  has 
succeeded  admirably,  erecting  good  buildings,  di- 
viding the  fields  with  neat  and  substantial  fences, 
and  bringing  about  all  the  improvements  required 
by  the  modern  and  progressive  farmer, 

Jesse  Wilcox,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  1794,  and  at- 
tended school  with  Martin  Van  Buren  at  Kinder- 
hook.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  on 
Lake  Champlain.  Much  of  the  time  he  was  doing 
duty  along  the  Canadian  frontier.  He  was  the  son 
of  Jesse  Wilcox,  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  1759,  and 
was  of  English  stock.  The  grandfather  spent  his 
last  years  at  the  home  of  Samuel  G.,  where  his 
death  took  place  in  April,  1855.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  AVashington  County,  N.  Y., 
April  26,  1799,  and  became  the  wife  of  Jesse  Wil- 
cox about  1816.  She  departed  this  life  at  the  home 
of  her  son,  March  17,  1868,  ami  her  husband  fol- 
lowed four  days  afterward.  The  had  lived  har- 
moniously together  for  a  period  of  fifty-two  years. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  of 
Scotch  birth  and  parentage,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  time  to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  He  was  one  of  the  ninety  picked  men  who 
stormed  Stony  Point,  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Bnrgi.yne  and  Cornwallis.  Although  in 
the  thickest  of  the  (ight  he  was  never  wounded,  and 
uiX)n  returning  to  civil  life  located  in  ('ortL-uid 
County,  N.  Y".,  where  his  death  took  place  when  he 
was  seventy-six  years  old. 

Mi-s.  Wilcox  was  born  in  Culpe|jcr  County,  \n.. 
May  3,  18.38,  and  was  about  two  years  old  when 
her  parents  removed    to   Ohio.     Five   years    later 


the3'  emigrated  to  Bureau  Couuty,  this  State,  where 
she  remained  with  them  until  her  marriage.  They 
were  natives  of  Virginia;  the  father  born  Sept.  21, 
1796,  and  died  Aug.  10,  1859.  The  mother  was 
born  in  April,  1811,  and  died  in  May,  1880.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  children,  namely: 
Mitchell,  now  in  Atchison,  Kan. ;  Martha  is 
married,  and  now  a  resident  of  Iowa :  Nelson  and 
Charles,  residents  of  Bureau  County,  111. :  Asher,  of 
Brookyn,  Iowa;  Polly  Ann,  Mrs.  AVilliam  Headley, 
of  Keokuk,  and  Silas,  who  lives  in  Malcom,  Iowa; 
Garland  and'Amanda  are  deceased. 

When  Mr.  Wilcox  first  came  to  this  State,  prairie 
chickens,  wild  deer  and  turkey  were  plentiful,  and 
he  became  an  expert  hunter.  He  has  watched  with 
great  satisfaction  the  development  of  the  country, 
and  has  contributed  his  full  share  toward  its  pres- 
ent condition.  He  is  a  Republican  politically,  and 
has  served  as  Assessor  in  Nebraska  Township  for  a 
period  of  ten  years,  which  fact  speaks  well  for  him 
in  a  section  strongly  Democratic.  He  has  been 
Road  Commissioner  two  terms,  and  School  Di- 
rector for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  During  the 
"log  cabin"  and  "hard  cider"  campaigns  he  drove 
sixteen  yoke  of  oxen,  and  owned  the  pair  which 
headed  the  train. 

ILLIAM  CROW  is  a  gentleman  who  has 
been  largely  identified  with  the  farm, 
stock  and  grain  interests  of  Rook's  Creek 
Towns-hip  especially,  and  Livingston  County  in  gen- 
eral. He  is  tlie  son  of  John  and  Maria  (Cline) 
Crow,  and  was  born  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  on 
the  2-lth  of  May,  18.38,  wlicnce  lie  came  to  Illinois 
with  his  parents  in  the  f:ill  of  1856,  when  eighteen 
years  of  Mgc.  ;iud  located  in  Bureau  County. 

On  the  1st  of  Deeenilier,  1859,  Mr.  Crow  w.as 
niairied  to  Miss  ]\Iary  J.  Plummer,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  ;uid  Elvira  (Evans)  Plnmmer.  He  cou- 
tinue<l  to  reside  in  BnrcMii  ( 'otnity.  where  lie  carried 
(III  t:iriiiiiiL;'  on  reiitecl  Iniid  until  the  spring  of  1865, 
wlieii  lie  inoveil  to  liook's   Creek  Townshij),  where 

he  Ii;hI  I liiit  eiiility  aeres  of   l:ind    on   secticm  28, 

to  wllieli  lie  llJi-   .-idded    fldlii    time   to    time   until  he 
now  liMs  :>  Imiiii  of  2.S0  .-k  res.      During  tud  ye:u-s  of 
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the  time  ^he  has  been  a  resident  of  Rook's  Creek 
TowTiship  he  was  engaged  in  Ituying  and  shipping 
grain.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crow  have  fmu-  children, 
namely:  Elvira  M.,  Imrn  Dec.  27.  1861,  married 
Leland  Alsun,  Dec.  27.  188".,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Adelbert  C,  Imrn  .Inly  28,'  1884, 
and  Charles,  Nov.  8,  1886.  Nettie  L.,  born  Jnly 
4,  1863,  married  Stephen  Ewing,  Jnly  3,  1884,  and 
has  one  child,  Lester  C,  born.Tnne  2,  188.5;  "William 
8.,  born  Fel).  2,  1865,  and  Charles  B.,  May  31, 
1870. 

Mr.  Crow  received  what  education  he  has  in 
the  common  schools.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ee- 
publican  party  and  gave  his  first  vote  to  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1860.  He  has  never  sought  any  office, 
but  for  the  past  twelve  years  his  neighbors  have 
compelled  him  to  serve  as  Director  of  their  pnblic 
schools.  He  is  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  six 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  James,  born 
March  8,  1834,  married  Susan  M.  Welty,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1866;  they  have  three  children  and  live  in 
Shelby  County,  Iowa.  William,  our  subject;  George 
W.  married  Elizabeth  Hodkins,  in  September, 
1853,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Adair  County, 
Iowa ;  Phcebe  Ann,  born  in  July,  1 842,  married  John 
II.  Neff,  in  September,  1867,  has  four  children,  and 
lives  in  Shelby  County,  Iowa;  Mary  Jane,  born 
Oct.  31,  1850,  married  James  D.  Sidles,  in  August. 
1872,  and  has  four  children. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Bethel 
Township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  12th  of  May, 
1809,  and  the  mother  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa., 
Oct.  21,  1807;  they  were  married  on  the  27th  of 
December,  1832,  and  are  still  living.  The  paternal 
grandparents,  John  Crow  and  Catherine  Stout, 
were  born  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  both  died  in 
that  State,  the  latter  at  the  age  of  fifty -five  j-ears. 
The  maternal  grandparents,  George  Kline  and 
Elizabeth  Bowers,  were  born  in  New  Jersey.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  the  gre.at-grandmother,  Maria  Spotts,  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania:  they  both  lived  to  a  very 
great  age. 

Mrs.  Crow  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  fourteen 
children,  thirteen  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  ma- 
turity, while  eleven  are  still  living:  William; 
Asbury  lives  in  Montana;  Chester  M.  was  wounded 


at  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing  and  died  at 
the  hospital  in  Evansville,  Ind.;  Sylvester  E.  re- 
ceived sunstroke  while  in  the  army,  from  which  he 
never  recovered,  and  died  in  Kewanee,  III.,  on  the 
29th  of  January,  1860;  Martha  E.  married  William 
Landers,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Montana; 
Samuel  W., lives  in  Montana;  Sanford  P.  is  mar- 
ried, has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek 
Township;  Benjamin  A.  is  married,  has  one  child, 
and  lives  in  Page  County,  Iowa;  Eliza  M.,  Mrs. 
Joseph  Brown,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in 
Princeton,  Bureau  Co.,  111.;  Amy  is  unmarried  and 
lives  in  Montana;  John  E.  also  lives  in  Montana; 
Frank  is  married,  has  twin  children,  and  lives  in 
Kewanee ;  Albert  D.  lives  in  Kansas. 

ARSHALL  Deforest  wilder.  Among 
the  tillers  of  the  soil  of  Livingston  County 
who  enjoyed  educational  advantages  in 
their  youth  much  beyond  the  average,  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  19,  Waldo 
Township.  He  was  born  in  Washingtonville,  Os- 
wego Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1830,  and 
his  parents  were  Edson  and  Susan  (Titus)  Wilder. 
Mr.  Wilder  had  opportunities  of  attending  school 
almost  uninterrupted!}'  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of 
age.  At  that  time  he  engaged  to  work  by  the 
month  at  Mexicoville  for  Levi  Matthews,  and  con- 
tinued with  him  for  about  four  months.  He  then 
returned  home  and  took  a  clerk's  place  in  the  store 
of  E.  V.  Robbins.  After  December  1st  of  that 
year  he  entered  the  seminary  at  Ft.  Plain  in 
Montgcimery  Country,  N.  Y.,  where  he  studied 
until  spi'ing.  He  then  returned  to  the  store,  where 
he  remained  until  it  was  sold  to  Pruyn  &  Alton, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  January,  and  then 
went  to  school  until  spring.  At  the  close  of  the 
school  term  he  procured  employment  as  a  clerk  for 
I.  C.  <fe  A.  N.  Harding,  and  remained  with  them 
for  two  years.  In  1855,  when  twentj'  years  of  age, 
he  removed  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  where  his 
father  rented  land,  and  our  subject,  in  connection 
with  his  two  brothers,  carried  on  farming.  In  about 
two  years  they  bought  120  acres  of  land  in  partner- 


-^^ 


■*► 


404 


LIA^INGSTON  COUNTY. 


ship,  which  the^'  sold  in  1864,  and  removed  to 
Livingston  Connt^'  in  1S65,  where  they  jointly 
purchased  a  farm  of  256  acres.  This  partnership 
between  the  brothers  continued  until  1880,  when  it 
was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Mr.  AVilder 
owns  at  the  present  time  eighty  acres  of  laud,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  is  drained  by  tiled 
ditches. 

Mr.  Wilder  was  married,  on  the  2i)th  of  May, 
1873,  to  Miss  Frances  Adelaide  Diiigman,  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Lavinia  (Ferguson)  Dingmau,  of 
Oswego  Count}-,  N.  Y.  To  them  have  been  born 
four  children,  as  follows:  Netta  D.,  born  Jan.  24, 
1874;  Mary  J.,  Sept.  6,  1875;  Henry  H.,  Dec.  6, 
187G;  Cleo  Pearl.  Sept.  8,  1885.  Mrs.  Wilder  is 
the  tenth  child  in  a  famil}'  of  eleven,  and  was  born 
in  Orwell,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  14th  of 
April,  1840.  The  names  of  her  brothers  and  sis- 
ters are  as  'follows:  Johanna  married  Thomas 
Tripp,  and  is  deceased ;  Margaret  married  Jona- 
than Salisburj",  and  died  leaving  six  children,  who 
live  in  Iowa;  James  uiarried  Olive  .Sheldon,  has 
one  daughter,  and  lives  in  Oswego  Countj',  X.  Y. ; 
Hannah  married  John  Cain,  of  whom  she  was  the 
second  wife,  the  first  being  her  3-onnger  sister, 
Mary  Jane;  Hannah  had  three  children.  Henry 
married  Mar}'  .Smith,  has  three  children,  and  lives 
in  Jeflferson  Count}',  N.  Y. ;  Lavinia  married  Mar- 
tin H.  Thomas,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in 
Oswego  Count}',  N.  Y.;  Samantha  married  James 
Kelley.  and  died  leaving  three  children,  who  live 
at  Reading,  Mich.;  Klvira  married  Newton  Araes, 
who  died  in  the  army;  by  him  she  had  two  chil- 
dren. Her  second  husband  is  John  Raymond ; 
they  have  two  boys,  and  live  in  Canada.  Annetta 
married  Delos  Watkins,  and  lives  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Wilder  was  of 
German  descent  and  her  mother  of  Scotch  origin. 
The  father  was  born  in  1797,  and  died  July  12, 
1876.  The  mother  was  born  in  1800  and  died 
July  12,  1864. 

In  February,  lH6o,  Mr.  Wilder  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  and  was  assigned  to  Sliernian's  com- 
mand. He  went  from  Springfield,  111.,  to  New 
York,  and  thence  down  the  coast  to  Morehead 
City,  N.  C.  From  there  they  marched  to  Raleigh, 
where  they  joined  the  regiment  and  remained  with 
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it  until  the  surrender  of  Johnson.  They  afterward 
returned  to  Washington  and  took  part  in  the 
grand  review.  Wliile  in  Washington  they  re- 
ceived orders  to  proceed  to  Texas,  but  this  order 
being  countermanded  they  were  sent  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  where  they  were  mustered  out  of  the  service. 
Mr.  AVilder  was  Second  Lieutenant  of  Company  B, 
7th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  has  in  his  possession  the 
sword  which  was  presented  him  by  his  company  at 
Springfield,  111.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  on  the  9th  of  July,   1865. 

Mr.  Wilder  is  a  Democrat  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In 
April,  1877,  he  was  elected  Township  Clerk,  which 
office  he  held  continuously  until  1882.  In  De- 
cember, 1878,  he  was  appointed  Township'  Col- 
lector to  fill  a  vacancy.  In  1882  he  was  elected 
Supervisor,  and  i-e-elected  in  1883,  after  which  he 
refused  to  accept  that  office  again,  but  con- 
sented to  become  Township  Clerk,  and  to  that  po- 
sition he  has  been  elected  and  re-elected  contin- 
uously until  the  present  time.  This  long  continua- 
tion in  office  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow-citizens  of 
Waldo  Township,  is  indicative  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held.  In  his  intercourse  with  others, 
either  in  social  or  business  matters,  he  is  pleasant 
and  affable,  and  as  a  citizen,  in  all  respects,  ranks 
with  the  best. 

i^pSHOMAS  G.  LYONS  is  one  of  the  largest 
fl(/^^.  land-owners  of  Nevada  Township,  and  also 
^^^  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  enterprising 
farmers  in  that  section  of  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  County  Longford,  Ireland,  Dec.  26,  1820, 
and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Daniel  and  Ann  Lyons,  na- 
tives of  the  same  county.  The  paternal  gi-and- 
father  was  also  a  native  of  that  county,  where  he 
was  a  farmer,  and  lived  and  died.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  leared  in  that  county,  and  re- 
mained there,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  Ann  Gilligan,  a  native  of  County 
Longford,  and  a  daughter  of  Bryan  Gilligan.  She 
lived  to  be  eighty-four  years  of  age,  and  was  the 
mother  of  fifteen  children,  eight  of  whom  came  to 
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America.  Their  names  and  places  of  residence  are 
as  follows:  Thomas  G.  lives  in  Nevada  Township; 
Bernard  in  Nevada  Township;  John  in  Odell 
Township;  Patrick  in  Brown  County,  Dak.;  Ste- 
phen in  Saunemin  Township;  Maria  McCormick 
in  Saunemin  Township;  Kate  Dougherty  in  La- 
Salle  County,  near  Ottawa.  Francis  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  remained  here  about  five  3'ears,  a  part  of 
which  time  he  devoted  to  school  teaching,  and  then 
returned  to  the  old  homestead,  in  County  Longford. 
Thomas  G.  Lyons  remained  in  his  native  counl3- 
until  he  reached  manhood,  and  there  enjo3'ed  very 
good  advantages  for  an  education.  AVhile  not  as- 
sisting his  father  on  the  farm,  he  devoted  his  whole 
time  to  study,  whether  in  the  school  or  out.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  1 848,  and  on  the 
5th  of  May  of  that  year,  left  on  his  journey  to 
America,  landing  at  New  York  on  the  10th  of  June. 
He  stopped  in  that  city,  and  was  engaged  in  vari- 
ous kinds  of  work  until  1851,  and  in  that  j'ear  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Kendall  County. 
There  were  no  railroads  west  of  Chicago  at  that 
time,  and  he  went  by  way  of  the  Illinois  Canal 
from  Chicago  to  Joliet,  and  then  on  foot  to  Ken- 
dall County.  He  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  wild 
prairie  land  at  $4  per  acre,  in  that  county.  He  set 
to  work  improving  this  land  and  erecting  buildings, 
and  it  was  not  long  until  he  purchased  another  80- 
acre  tract  at  #10  per  acre,  and  upon  this  farm  he  lived 
until  1867.  He  then  rented  this  land  and  came  to 
Livingston  County,  where  he  bought  160  acres  of 
wild  prairie  in  Nevada  Township,  upon  which  he 
has  since  resided.  His  farm  is  now  one  of  the  best 
improved  in  the  count}',  and  he  has  provided  it 
with  first-class  farm  buildings.  From  time  to  time 
Mr.  Lyons  has  added  to  his  acreage,  until  he  has 
accumulated  upward  of  600  acres  in  one  body  in 
Nevada  Township,  and  also  retains  the  ownership 
of  the  splendid  farm  in  Kendall  County. 

May  10,  1854,  Mr.  Lyons  was  married  to  Ellen 
Murphy,  who  was  born  in  County  Longford,  Ire- 
land, in  1833.  To  them  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living — Joseph,  Stephen, 
Mary  Ann,  Allen  and  Teresa.  These  children  are 
all  bright  and  intelligent,  and  are  of  great  assist- 
ance to  the  parents  in  prosecuting  the  work  of  the 
'  farm  and  household.     Mr.  Lyons  has  always  taken 


a  warm  interest  in  educational  matters,  and  on  ac- 
count of  his  enthusiasm,  has  been  chosen  School 
Director  for  several  years,  and  his  administration 
of  that  office  has  been  marked  by  efficiency.  He 
votes  and  acts  with  the  Democratic  party,  although 
he  is  not  what  could  be  called  an  active  or  offen- 
sive politician.  In  the  full  meaning  of  the  phrase, 
he  is  a  self-made  man,  as  when  he  came  to  this 
country,  he  found  himself  among  strangers  and 
without  capital  with  which  to  begin  the  struggle  of 
life.  His  success  is  such  as  surely  to  be  very  grati- 
fying to  him.  The  wife  of  Mr.  Lyons  died  Nov. 
20,  1882,  and  is  buried  in  St.  Paul's  Cemetery  in 
Nevada  Township. 


C.  BLACKWELL.  Among  the  popular 
young  citizens  of  Pontiac  is  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  and  who  is  in 
/  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Rail- 
road, in  the  capacity  of  Ticket  Agent.  Mr.  Black- 
well  is  a  native  of  England,  and  was  born  in  the 
metropolis  of  the  world,  on  the  26th  of  November, 
1 863.  He  is  the  son  of  James  J.  and  Elizabeth 
(Cooper)  Blackwell,  who  were  also  natives  of  Lou- 
don. James  J.  Blackwell  was  a  contractor  in  En- 
gland, and  his  father,  William,  was  engaged  in 
farming  during  his  life.  The  father  of  Elizabeth 
Cooper  was  James  Cooper,  an  Englishman,  who  fol- 
lowed through  life  the  occupation  of  a  stone  con- 
tractor. 

James  J.  Blackwell,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  came  to  this  country  in  1870,  and  three 
years  later  sent  for  his  family  to  join  him.  On 
their  arrival  in  America,  the  family  settled  in 
Louisiana,  Mo.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad,  as  Roadmas- 
ter,  which  position  he  held  until  1880.  The  fam- 
ily then  returned  to  England,  where  they  remained 
five  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  they 
again  came  to  America,  and  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  at  Bowling  Green,  Mo.,  where  they  re- 
mained a  short  time.  -They  afterward  conducted  the 
same  business  in  Kansas  City,  Slater  and  Moberly, 
Mo.,  until  1 886,  when  they  removed  to  Grand  Island, 
Neb.,  where  they  engaged  in  the  same  business  and 


40G 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


n 


have  since  remained.  He  has  a  family  of  three 
children — MoUie.  Mrs.  Willi.Tm  Conrad,  of  jNIis- 
souri,  J.  C.and  Julia.  In  politics,  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  His  church 
membership  is  with  the  Methodist,  and  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Episcopal  Church. 

James  C.  Blackwell  spent  his  boyhood  dajs  in 
the  schools  of  Enaland.  until  ten  years  of  age,  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents.  He 
attended  school  in  Louisiana,  Mo.,  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  old,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
High  School  of  that  city.  After  leaving  school  he 
learned  telegraphy,  and  occupied  his  first  responsi- 
ble position  at  Bowling  Green,  Mo.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1880,  since  when  he  has  been  with 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad,  in  the  capacity 
of  Telegraph  Operator,  Train  Dispatcher  and  Sta- 
tion Agent.  He  came  to  Pontiac  in  1885,  and  has 
since  had  charge  of  this  company's  ticket  office  at 
that  place. 

On  the  l.Jth  of  June,  188."),  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Minnie  N.aylor,  of  Mason  Citj',  111., 
and  they  have  one  child,  named  Mary  L.  Their 
residence  in  Pontiac  is  on  the  corner  of  Howard 
and  Walnut  streets,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  an  ex- 
cellent 80-acre  farm  in  Nebraska.  He  is  an  en- 
thusiastic young  Republican,  and  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


ENRY  DAA'IS,  of  Gernianville  Township, 
has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston  County 
since  the  spring  of  1871.  He  owns  a  finely 
cultivated  tract  of  land  on  section  1,  where 
he  has  carried  on  farming  successfully  for  a  num- 
ber of  3'ears.  He  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship 
in  this  pursuit,  beginning  a  mere  boy,  when  his 
services  began  to  be  utilized  around  his  father's 
homestead.  He  is  a  native  of  Switzerland  County, 
Ind.,  and  was 'born  Nov.  9,  184G,  but  came  to 
Illinois  with  his  parents  when  a  lad  eight  j'ears  of 
age.  Mr.  Davis  is  a  fine  illustration  of  the  self- 
inade  man,  who,  beginning  life  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources,  has  attained  to  a  good  position,  so- 
<-ially  and  financially 


The  father  of  our  subject,  David  Davis,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  county  as  his  son,  and  was  the 
offspring  of  Thomas  Davis,  who  was  of  German 
birth  and  parentage,  and  emigrated  to  America  in 
time  to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1812.  The 
mother  was  also  born  in  Switzerland  Countj',  Ind., 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Norman  and  JIaria  Sloan, 
natives  of  the  North  of  Ireland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  in  the  spring  of  1854, 
removed  from  Indiana  to  Bureau  County,  111.,  and 
located  in  the  town  of  Lamoille,  where  the  father 
followed  lilacksmithing  and  carpentering.  He  is 
still  living  there,  having  arrived  at  an  advanced 
.nge.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1865.  Of 
the  nine  children  comprising  the  parental  household 
seven  are  now  living.  They  are  named  respectively' 
Melissa  Amanda,  Heniy  and  Mary  (twins),  AVilliam 
N.,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Melita  and  Lyman.  Those 
deceased  are  Anna  Belle  and  Grace. 

Henry  Davis  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  an 
early  age,  and  first  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer.  He 
was  thus  emplo3'ed  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  then,  although  but  a  j'outh  of  eight- 
een, was  accepted  as  a  recruit  of  Company  B,  52d 
Illinois  Infantrj-.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  was  present  at  many  important  battles, 
namely,  Chattanooga;  Beutonville,  N.  C;  Atlanta, 
and  joined  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman  on  its  march 
to  the  sea.  He,  with  several  of  his  comrades,  was 
captured  by  the  rebels  at  Cameron,  N.  C,  but  es- 
caped three  days  later  during  the  excitement  of  a 
heavy  thunderstorm.  He  attended  the  grand  re- 
view at  AYashington;  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, and  was  mustered  out  at  Louisville,  K3'.,  in 
1865.  Few  of  the  soldiers  escaped  hardship,  dan- 
ger and  privation,  and  our  subject  shared  uncom- 
plainingly with  his  comrades  tiie  vicissitudes  of 
war. 

After  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Davis  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  Bureau  County,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  the  spring  of  1871.  He  had  in  the 
meantime  acquired  sufficient  means  to  invest  in 
real  estate,  and  first  purchased  land  in  Ford  County, 
where  he  is  now  the  owner  of  188  acres.  That 
which  he  at  present  cultivates  comprises  a  tract  of 
320  acres,  upon  wliich  he  has  operated  for  the  last 
twelve  years.     In  llic  nieantime  he  has  leased  his 
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own  land  to  other  parties.  He  is  largely  engaged 
in  grain-raising.,  and  realizes  from  his  transactions 
each  3'ear  a  handsome  income. 

Mr.  Davis,  on  the  12th  of  December,  1869,  took 
unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of 
Miss  Elizabeth  Henderson,  a  native  of  Westmore- 
land County,  Pa.,  but  at  the  time  of  their  marriage 
a  resident  of  Chatsworth,  this  county.  Her  parents, 
William  and  Martha  Henderson,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  are  now  residents  of  Brown 
County,  Neb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  become 
the  parents  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  were 
taken  from  the  home  circle,  and  their  remains  now 
repose  in  the  quiet  country  burjing-ground.  Dora 
was  born  in  November,  1879,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  months;  Hattie  passed  away  when  au  in- 
teresting child  of  eleven  months.  On  the  2d  of 
November,  1887,  the  parents  were  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  little  Maude,  of  whom  thej^  were 
suddenly  bereft  when  she  was  only  six  j'ears  old. 
Those  surviving  are  William,  Zora  and  Eugene. 
Mr.  Davis  uniformly  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket,  and  as  an  old  soldier  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  G.  A.  R. 


,  OSCOE  LEONARD,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Livingston  County,  located  on  section  .33, 
ill  Newtown  Township,  at  least  thirty-six 
V©)years  ago  with  iiis  parents.  They  had  made 
the, journey  partly  overland  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
upon  coming  into  Illinois,  flist  located  in  DuPage 
County,  whence  five  years  later  they  removed  to 
Livingston.  The  country  at  that  time  presented  a 
wide  contrast  to  its  appearance  at  the  present. 
There  were  no  farms  or  cities  which  now  beautify 
the  landscape  so  plentifully — only  here  and  there 
to  be  seen  the  smoke  from  the  cabin  chimney  of  an 
adventurous  emigrant.  Deer  and  other  wild  game 
abounded.  The  Leonard  family  began  life  in  a 
manner  similar  to  that  of  their  far-awaj'  neighbors, 
and  our  subject  has  reaped  a  rich  experience  from 
his  observations  of  life  in  this  section  during  its 
transformation  from  the  wilderness. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Edmund  Dexter  Leon- 
ard, a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was    born    .Jan.  24, 


1 803  ;  his  ancestry  for  several  generations  had  lived 
ill  New  England.  He  grew  to  manhood  under  the 
parental  roof  in  his  native  count^^  where  he  learned 
tiie  tanner's  trade,  and  acquired  a  fair  education  in 
the  district  schools.  He  was  the  son  of  .Simeon 
Leonard  and  one  of  three  children  which  composed 
the  family. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  carlj' 
manhood  to  Miss  Elizabeth  H.  Remington,  who  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  Jan.  23,  1808.  They  grew 
up  in  homes  adjacent,  and  their  wedding  was  cele- 
brated at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  parents,  in 
1829.  Soon  afterward  they  located  on  a  farm  and 
in  due  time  became  the  parents  of  ten  children. 
The  family,  in  1832,  left  New  F^ngland  and  located 
in  Bradford  County,  Pa.  Fourteen  years  later  they 
came  to  this  State,  and  subsequently  to  Livingston 
County-,  where  the  father  purchased  land  and  built 
up  a  good  homestead,  upon  which  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  His  death  took  place  in  the 
fall  of  1860.  He  was  an  excellent  man  in  all  re- 
spects, and  a  worthy  citizen,  and  was  held  in  high 
esteem  by  his  neighbors  and  friends.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  in  Manville,  Livingston  County,  where  she 
keeps  house  by  herself,  and  does  her  own  work,  al- 
though seventy-nine  years  of  age. 

The  children  of  Edmund  D.  and  Elizabeth  H. 
(Remington)  Leonard  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Franklin,  born  in  1830,  enlisted  in  the  129th  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  died  of  ery.<ipelas  at  Gallatin, 
Tenn.,  sometime  in  1863,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
tiiat  State  by  his  comrades;  Roscoe  was  born  July 
5,  1832,  in  Massachusetts:  Myra  is  the  wife  of  An- 
drew Stewart,  of  Ford  County,  and  the  mother  of 
four  children ;  Christopher  C.  is  farming  in  New- 
town Township;  Mary,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Sherman  Ide,  and  the  mother  of  five  children; 
Sarah  married  A.  .J.  Hoobler,  and  lives  in  Manville; 
Emily  died  in  childhood;  Isabelle  is  the  wife  of 
John  L.  Cusick,  a  farmer  of  Newtown  Township: 
the  next  child  died  in  infancy;  Hattie  N.  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  Jacobs,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Ford 
Count}^  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Lyda. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  home  roof  until 
twentv-seven  years  of   age.     He    had    obtained   a 
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good  education,  and  had  become  familiar  with  the 
various  employmeuts  of  the  farm,  and  now  felt  en- 
tirely competent  to  carry  on  a  homestead  of  his  own. 
One  of  the  tirst  important  steps  toward  this  end 
was  his  marriage  with  Miss  .Sarah,  daughter  of  John 
and  Betsey  (Teniplin)  Phillips,  which  took  place 
Nov.  5.  1859,  at  Ottawa.  The  i)arents  of  Mrs.  L. 
were  natives  respectively  of  Maryland  and  Ohio. 
The  Phillips  family  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers 
of  the  Buckeye  State.  Edward  Phillips,  the  pater- 
nal grandfather,  was  born  in  Maryland,  whence  he 
emigrated  witii  his  family  to  Ohio.  He  was  the 
father  of  William,  James,  John,  Edward  and  Eliza- 
beth. Edward,  when  last  heard  from,  was  living  in 
Iowa;  John,  who  was  born  Feb.  23,  1808,  was  mar- 
ried when  twenty  \'cars  of  age,  to  Miss  Betsey 
Templin,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Julv  13,  1811. 
The^-  wore  wedded  on  Christmas  Day  in  1828,  in 
Ohio.  Five  years  later  they  started  for  the  farther 
AVest,  coming  into  Bureau  County,  111.,  with  an  ox- 
team,  after  having  been  six  weeks  on  the  road. 
The\"  located  on  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and  for  several 
years  thereafter  endured  the  vicissitudes  of  pioneer 
life.  The  household  was  in  due  time  enlarged  bj^ 
the  birth  of  nine  children.  Their  eldest  sou,  James 
E.,  was  born  July  7,  1830,  is  married  and  living  in 
Missouri:  Elizabeth  Jane,  born  Sept.  1,  1832,  is  the 
wife  of  William  Lemmon,  of  Princeton,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children:  Esther  is  the  wife  of  VAi 
R.  Mathis,  a  merchant  at  Princeton,  and  they  have 
four  cliildren;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Leonard,  was  born  Dec. 
18,  1M3G;  William  T.  died  when  seven  j-ears  of  age 
with  scarlet  fevea-;  .Martha,  born  Jul^'  30,  1840, 
was  the  wife  of  Uriah  M.  Weidman,  who  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  39tli  Illinois  Infantry,  and  died  Dec. 
31.  1864,  in  Lil»by  Prison;  she  died  in  .September, 
IBfJO.  The  next  child  was  named  Isaiah;  he  was 
born  in  1)S43,  and  died  in  infancy.  Levi  T.  is  work- 
ing in  a  tile  factory  at  Cornell,  and  is  the  father  of 
five  children;  Amanda  died  when  three  months  old. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  at  his  home  in 
Newtown  Township,  Jan.  7,  188t.  The  mother  had 
pas.sed  away  not  quite  three  years  before,  her  death 
taking  i>lace  Oct.  U>),  1877,  at  or  near  Streator. 

.Mr.   Leonard  and   his  bride  commenced    house- 
keeping in  a  modest  dwelling  in   Newtown  Town- 
'  sliip,  where  our  subject  eug.aged  in  fanning,  and  in 


due  time  the  household  circle  included  four  chil- 
dren. Their  eldest  sou,  Milo,  was  born  Dec.  8, 
1800,  :ind  was  married  in  1882,  to  Miss  Eliza  Ste- 
phenson. His  wife  was  born  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship, Dec.  17,  1859,  and  is  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Maria  (Rosborough)  Stephenson,  the  former 
born  Feb.  3,  1818,  in  Scotland.  His  wife,  Maria, 
was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  Feb.  17,  1818.  The 
second  child  of  our  subject,  Mj'ra,  was  born  July 
20,  18G6,  and  died  March  19, 1874;  the  third,  Mag- 
gie, born  Nov.  IG,  1870,  is  attending  school,  and 
resides  at  home;  Maud  was  born  May  1,  1873,  and 
died  April  4,  1874. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leonard  are  prominently  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  one 
of  the  Trustees,  and  all  the  children  have  been  care- 
fully trained  in  the  same  religious  faith.  Mr.  L. 
votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  has  always  been 
greatly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  temperance 
movement.  His  farm  includes  seventy-seven 
acres  of  laud  under  good  improvement.  Mrs.  L. 
is  in  her  own  right  the  owner  of  forty  acres. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Leonard  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Jane  (Critzcr)  Templin.  The  latter  was 
born  May  20,  1787,  and  died  in  this  county  Feb. 
7,  1874.  Mrs.  L.  has  the  Bible  which  belonged  to 
Leonard  Critzer,  and  which  was  printed  in  1810. 
The  father  of  James  Templin  was  among  the  first 
settlers  in  Virginia,  to  which  he  and  his  family  emi- 
grated when  the  country  was  principally  infected 
with  hostile  savages,  and  they  never  dared  venture 
out  without  a  gun  on  their  shoulders.  He  was  killed 
by  the  Indians,  and  his  body  mutilated  in  a  horrible 
manner.  The  son  was  taken  prisoner,  and  lived 
among  savages  fourteen  years,  when  he  made  his 
escape  and  returned. 


ATRICK  LAWLESS  is  a  native  of  Erin's 
green  isle,  but  when  a  young  man  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  left  his  native  soil  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States.  He  took 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  for  advancement 
in  the  New  World,  and  is  now  numbered  among 
the  most  prominent  and  reliable  farmers  of  Liv- 
ingston County.     His   property  is  located  on   sec- 
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tion  12,  in  Chatsworth  Township,  and  comprises  a 
broad  extent  of  land,  amounting  to  nearly  900 
acres.  A  large  portion  of  this  is  devoted  to  stock 
farming,  and  so  wise  has  been  his  management, 
and  so  judicious  his  investment  of  funds,  that  he 
has  now  become  wealth}-,  and  fully  able  to  retire 
upon  a  competency. 

Mr.  Lawless  was  born  in  Louth  County,  Ireland, 
in  March,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Bridget  (Mclnnany)  Lawless,  also  of  Irish  birth  and 
parentage,  the  former  of  whom  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  his  native  soil,  dying  when  middle  aged. 
The  mother  subsequently  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  coming  to  Illinois  with  her  son,  our  subject, 
and  spending  her  last  years  in  this  county,  where 
her  death  took  place  about  1860.  There  came 
with  the  mother  three  children — our  subject,  his 
brother  William,  who  resides  in  Marshall  County, 
111.,  and  Bridget,  who  became  the  wife  of  Owen 
Murty,  of  Ford  County,  and  is  now  deceased. 
The  early  life  of  Mr.  Lawless  was  passed  at  the 
modest  home  of  his  parents,  in  his  native  county, 
where  the  father  was  employed  at  farming.  He 
attended  school  part  of  the  time,  and  when  of  suit- 
able age  was  employed  at  farming.  After  reach- 
ing his  majority-,  being  still  occupied  in  tilling  the 
soil,  he  managed  to  save  a  little  sum  of  money 
which  he  decided  to  invest  on  this  side  of  the 
water.  Upon  landing  with  his  mother  and  her 
children  in  New  York  City,  they  all  came  directly 
to  Illinois,  locating  first  in  the  city  of  Peoria,  near 
which  our  subject  rented  a  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  operated  three  years.  His  first  purchase 
was  a  quarter  section  in  Saratoga  Township,  Mar- 
shall Count}',  which  he  afterward  sold,  and  re- 
moved to  Livingston  County.  Here  he  settled  at 
once  in  Germanville  Township,  where  he  at  once 
began  to  make  good  headway,  and  where  he  has 
wisely  remained.  He  had  a  few  hundred  dollars 
when  he  came  to  this  country,  which  he  had 
earned  in  old  Ireland,  and  his  present  ample  pos- 
sessions are  the  result  of  his  own  industry.  He 
possesses  the  generous  traits  of  his  ancestors  and 
despises  a  mean  and  underhand  act.  He  has  been 
blessed  with  good  health,  the  result  of  good  habits, 
and  presents  the  picture  of  a  man  physically  strong, 
with  unimpaired  muscles  and  correct  morals. 


Mr.  Lawless  has  been  particularly  distinguished 
for  his  prudence  all  through  life,  and  did  not  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  a  family  until 
he  found  it  probable  that  he  would  be  able  to  sup- 
port them  comfortably.  After  coming  into  Mar- 
shall County  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mi.ss 
Catherine  O'Neil.  who  also  came  from  the  land  of 
the  shamrock,  her  native  county  being  Fermanagh, 
Ireland,  where  she  was  born  in  1832.  Their  eight 
children  were  named  respectively,  William,  Mary 
Ann,  Lizzie,  Maggie,  Katie,  Bertha,  James  and 
Patrick.  One  son  died  when  six  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Lawless  is  one  of  the  most  zealous  adherents 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  religious  matters 
is  Roman  Catholic. 

Among  our  list  of  illustrations  may  be  found  a 
lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Lawless'    residence. 


■i\  IVILLIAM  WALKER,  of  section  5,  Fay- 
\rJ//  ette  Township,  is  a  native  of  England,  and 
W4  was  born  on  the  21st  of  April,  1834. 
He  is  the  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Smith)  Walker, 
who  were  also  natives  of  England,  and  lived  and 
died  in  that  country.  James  Walker,  the  father, 
learned  the  trade  of  a  wool-weaver  when  a  boy, 
and  was  in  the  employ  of  his  father  until  he  was 
about  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  then  be- 
o-an  to  work  iu  an  iron  foundry,  in  which  he 
was  known  as  a  polisher  or  grinder.  He  continued 
in  this  occupation  until  his  death  in  1847,  at  thirty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  took  a  very  active  interest 
in  political  matters,  and  during  all  the  campaign 
was  a  prominent  man  and  leader  in  the  precinct  in 
which  he  lived.  He  left  a  wife  and  two  children, 
Elizabeth  and  William.  Elizabeth  married  Job 
Farley,  a  farmer  in  Livingston  County ,'and  has  five 
children. 

William  Walker,  our  subject,  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, began  to  care  for  himself,  and  for  four  years 
thereafter  was  engaged  as  a  hostler  by  a  prominent 
physician  in  England.  In  the  year  18.t1  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York,  jour- 
neying west  to  Knox  County,  111.,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  for  seven  years,  and  for 
the  next  nine  years  rented  different  farms  which 
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he  cultivated.  In  the  spring  of  18G7  he  came  to 
LiviniTSton  Couutj'.  and  located  on  the  farm  of 
345  acres  on  section  5.  township  25,  and  range  7, 
which  he  at  present  owns  and  occupies,  and  where 
he  has  been  quite  extensively  engaged  in  fanning 
and  stock-raising.  ni:d<iiig  a  specialty  of  cattle  and 
sheep. 

On  the  21st  of  January.  IsGl.  Mr.  Walker  was 
married  to  Miss  Agnes  Hrownlec.  who  w;is  born  in 
Scotland.  April  14.  IS-'iS.  and  Ihey  have  had  eight 
children,  as  follows:  .I.mio,  who  died  when  four 
years  of  age:  Barbara.  Mary.  James.  Maria,  Fh(el)e, 
John,  and  a  babe  who  died  in  infancy.  Since  Mr. 
■Walker  became  a  citizen  of  Fayette  Township  he 
has  identified  himself  with  its  best  interests.  Po- 
liticall_v  he  is  a  Republican,  and  an  active  member 
of  the  party.  He  has  held  the  following  offices: 
Commissioner  of  Highways,  Overseer  of  Highways, 
School  Trustee.  School  Treasurer  and  School  Di- 
rector, and  has  filled  these  various  places  with  credit 
to  himself,  and  to  the  utmost  satisfaction  of  the 
people.  At  the  present  time  he  is  not  holding  any 
official  positions,  but  devotes  his  time  exclusively 
to  the  det^iilsof  his  business  affairs. 

"We  have  pleasure  in  presenting  on  an  adjoining- 
page  a  view  of  Mr.  Walker's  residence,  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  buildings  of  this  section  of  the 
conntrv. 


RTHUR  L.  KHXT,  of  section  24,  Waldo 
il^O'  Township,  is  a  y(  )ung  man  who  has  displayed 
considerable  business  tact  and  enterprise. 
Although  but  twenty-six  \-ears  of  age  when 
this  sketch  is  written,  he  has  established  liimself  on 
a  b.-Jsis  seldom  obtained  by  men  at  ten  years  later  in 
life.  He  was  born  in  (iridic}',  JIcLcan  Co.,  Ill,  in 
1861,  and  is  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Paul) 
Kent. 

The  father  of  our  snl>ject  was  born  in  ]5(»ston, 
Ma,s.s.,  June  2.  1820,  and  his  mother  in  Dedham, 
M.rss.,  .March  24,  1824.  They  weie  iii;iniod  in 
Massachusetts  in  184;J.  .iiid  rcniovcd  if)  Illinois 
about  1850,  locating  at  Pleasant  Hill.  .McLean 
County,  where  the  father  followed  farming  for 
about  two  years.  He  then  moved  to  IJloomington, 
ill.,  where  he  worked  in  the  real-estate  business  Un- 


about  three  years,  in  the  employ  of  Gen.  Gridley. 
He  then  moved  to  the  town  of  Gridley,  where 
he  opened  a  store  and  eng.aged  in  merchandising 
and  grain  buying,  until  the  beginning  of  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion.  He  then  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
88th  Illinois  Infantry,  where  he  was  promoted  to  a 
Lieutenantc}-,  and  before  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  he  reached  the  rank  of 
Captain,  which  was  well  earned  by  gallant  and  merit- 
orious conduct.  Our  subject  is  the  seventh  child 
in  a  family  of  nine,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  as 
follows:  George  B.,  born  in  1844,  and  died  in  1861 ; 
Theodore  F.,  born  May  2,  1846,  was  a  private  in 
the  88th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  received  a  wound, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  was  a  cripple  till  his 
death,  Aug.  5.  1887,  and  drew  a  pension  from  the 
Government.  He  was  married  twice,  the  first  wife 
dying  soon  after  marriage,  leaving  no  children.  His 
second  marriage  occurred  Sept.  1,  1870,  to  Nellie 
Jewett,  and  of  this  marriage  two  children  were 
born.  Alihy  died  when  quite  young;  Edgar  F., 
born  Jan.  20,  1852,  has  been  married  twice;  by 
the  first  marriage  there  is  one  child  living,  named 
Bessie  Gr.ace;  the  second  marriage  occurred  on  the 
17th  of  May,  1887,  with  Mary  Carson.  Albert  T., 
horn  July  10,  1854,  married  Belle  Kerr,  Jan.  25, 
1883,  and  they  live  in  Gridley;  Fred  P.,  born  April 
23,  1850,  married  Carrie  Eggart  in  September, 
1 886,  and  lives  in  the  State  of  Nebraska ;  Arthur  L., 
our  subject;  William  S.,  born  Dec.  3,  1866,  and 
Margaret  S.,  April  28,  1871. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  at  times,  when  a  boj',  assisted  his  father 
in  conducting  a  store.  When  old  enough  to  have 
some  knowledge  of  business  affairs  he  took  charge 
of  a  wagon  which  was  fitted  out  with  merchandise 
by  his  father,  and  for  six  3^ears  did  a  general  ped- 
dling and  huckster  l)usiness,  in  which  he  was  very 
successful.  In  the  spring  of  1883,  when  about 
twent3'-two  years  of  age,  he  began  farming  for 
himself  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 

On  the  .")t,li  of  June,  ISM  I,  Mr.  Kent  was  married 
to  Miss  Kvn  M.  Freed,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Amanda  ((iilniore)  Freed,  of  GriiUey,  McLean  Co., 
111.,  the  Rev.  H.  S.  Pendleton,  of  Chenoa,  officiating. 
.Mrs.  Kent  was  born  July  (i,  1863,  in  Gridley  Town- 
ship, McLean  County,  where  her  father  was  a  farmer, 
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and  she  receivorl  her  schooling  principally  in  the 
common  schools.  When  about  sixteen  years  olil 
she  attended  school  in  Peoria  for  about  four 
months,  and  then  liegan  teaching,  which  profession 
she  followed  seven  terms  in  District  No.  (i,  Waldo 
Townsiiip,  and  two  terms  in  Gri<lley  Township. 
She  is  third  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  as  follows : 
James  A.,  born  Aug.  28,  1858,  married  Ida  Barnes 
Sept.  20,  1882,  and  lives  in  AVashburn,  111.;  Lulu 
B.,  born  Sept.  5,  1800,  is  unmarried,  and  lives  at 
home  with  her  parents ;  Eva  M.  is  our  subject's  wife ; 
Jennie  N.,  born  Dec.  2G,  1805;  Orville  G.,  Jan.  14, 
1808;  Sarah  M.,  Sept.  14,  1 S7 1  ;  Charles  E.,  June 
17,  187G,  and  Josephine  C,  Sept.  11,  lS7s.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Kent  was  born  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
March  3,  1827,  and  her  mother  was  born  in  Grid- 
ley  Township,  McLean  Co.,  111.,  Feli.  8,  1.S41.  Her 
father  was  twice  married,  and  by  the  last  union 
there  was  one  child,  Elizabeth,  who  has  also  been 
twice  married,  and  liy  the  first  marriage  has  one 
child,  named  Fannie  Wenner;  her  second  husliand 
is  William  Bailey,  who  lives  in  Kansas. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  have  two  children,  whose 
names  are:  Grace  May,  born  Maj'  7,  1885,  and  Al- 
bert Elmer,  Oct.  5,  18,sG,  both  in  Waldo  Township, 
Livingston  Count3^  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  have  made 
a  most  propitious  beginning  in  life,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  but  the  future  has  in  store  for  them  great 
successes  and  grand  achievements.  They  are  both 
yet  young  and  vigorous,  and  have  the  will  to  ac- 
complish great  undertakings.  They  have  alread}' 
taken  their  place  among  the  good  people  who  com- 
pose the  society  of  Waldo  Township,  and  are  be- 
coming general  favorites. 


ijy^  ARTIN  DETWILER.  Onr  subject  comes 
from  an  old  Penns3'lvania  family,  which 
has  been  noted  for  its  sturdiuess  as  far- 
mers and  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Pa.,  Ma}'  20,  1844.  and  is  now  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  17,  Sullivan 
Township.  He  was  the  ninth  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  p]lizabeth  (Lehman) 
Detwiler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania.    The  paternal  grandfather  was  Joseph  Det- 


wiler. The  great-grandfather  Detwiler  was  a  man 
who  liecame  noted  in  early  days  as  a  mend)er  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Militia.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  farmer  in  Pennsylvania  until  1S52,  when 
he  went  to  Carroll  County,  Ind.  There  he  remained 
until  the  fall  of  tliat  year,  when  he  moved  to  Ohio 
and  remained  a  citizen  of  that  State  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  1st  of  May,  1873.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother,  who  is  reputed  to  have  l)een  a  most 
excellent  woman,  of  many  Christian  virtues,  died 
in  Ohio  in  January,  1854.  Our  subject  was  reared 
upon  the  farm  and  received  a  liberal  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  He 
early  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  further  west, 
and  went  to  Warren,  III.,  in  the  spring  of  1867, 
where  he  worked  that  season  by  the  month  and  in 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  came  to  Livingston  Countj'. 
Here  he  purchased  eight}'  acres  of  raw  prairie  land, 
south  of  where  the  village  of  Cullom  now  stands, 
bought  a  team  and  immedialelj'  began  the  work  of 
opening  and  cultivating  his  farm.  He  lemained 
here  engaged  in  this  work  for  three  years  and  then 
sold  this  80-acre  tract,  and  with  the  proceeds 
purchased  160  acres  of  prairie  land  on  section  17, 
and  immediately  began  the  work  of  improvement. 
He  moved  onto  this  farm  in  the  spring  of  1871, 
and  since  that  time  has  kept  adding  from  time  to 
time  until  his  home  place  consists  of  240  acres  of 
fine,  arable  land,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  well  drained  by  tile  ditches.  It 
is  stocked  with  high-grade  Norman  horses  and 
graded  Holstein  and  Durham  cattle. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1871,  Mr.  Detwiler  was 
married  in  Sullivan  Township  to  Susan  Baer,  who 
was  born  in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  on  the  26th  of 
November,  1848.  She  was  the  third  in  a  family  of 
five  children  born  to  Heniy  and  Catherine  (Hart- 
man)  Baer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  German}', 
but  moved  to  this  country  at  an  early  day  and 
spent  their  last  days  in  this  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Detwiler  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  upon  whom 
they  have  conferred  the  names  of  Henry  and 
Samuel.  The  parents  are  giving  these  children  all 
the  .advantages  for  obtaining  an  education  that  are 
afforded  in  the  section  of  country  in  which  they 
live.  Mr.  Detwiler  is  not  very  active  in  political 
matters,  but  he  votes  and  acts  with  the  Republican    ^ ' 
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l>!irty.  He  k-  at  present  the  efficient  Roadi^'om- 
iiiissioner,  which  office  he  has  held  since  1873.  He 
has  served  as  Assessor  one  year,  as  School  Trustee 
for  three  years,  and  has  also  served  as  .School  Direc- 
tor. In  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  it  li;is 
fallen  to  him  to  organize  several  school  districts 
in  .Sullivan  Township,  which  work  he  performed  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all. 


^iKORGE  DAY,  who  is  engaged  as  a  farmer 
^  and  stock-breeder,  owns  a  snug  ht)niestead, 

j   including  eighty  acres   of   finely  cultivated 

land  and  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings,  on  section 
0.  Pleasant  Hidge  Township.  He  is  of  English 
birth  and  ancestr\-,  and  emigrated  to  the  Uni- 
ted .States  in  1858,  when  a  youth  of  fourtceu  years, 
having  been  born  in  1844.  His  native  county  was 
Bedfordshire,  and  his  parents  were  Tlionias  and 
Mary  Daj',  iiath'es  of  the  same  comity,  and  of  pure 
English  blond. 

Mr.  D.ay  spent  his  early  life  altcriiatiiig  lietween 
school  and  farm,  and  upon  ci  lining  to  this  country 
proceeded  directly  westward,  landing  first  in  Ford 
County,  which  he  made  his  home  for  some  years, 
although  he  was  working  in  McLean  County.  Soon 
after  the  outbreak  of  the  Ref)ellion  he  enlisted  in 
the  Union  army,  Aug.  15,  1861,  becoinlng  :i  mem- 
ber of  Compan}'  G,  37th  Illinois  Infantry,  starting 
from  Cheney's  Grove,  McLean  Ci I.,  111.  Not  long 
afterwanl  he  was  sent  to  the  fmnt  with  his  com- 
rades, and  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  .Southwest,  inchiding  Pea  Ridge,  Per- 
ry's Grove,  Hoonville  and  Springfield,  Mo.,  and 
wa3  afterward  engaged  in  the  sieges  of  A'icksburg, 
Ft.  Hudson,  Island  No.  10  and  Ft.  Br<jwnsville, 
Tex.  At  New  Orleans  they  boarded  a  vessel  which 
wa.s  incluiled  in  a  fleet  of  twenty-seven  nn  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico.  A  fearful  storm  not  long  after- 
ward en.sued,  which  lasted  forty-iight  hours,  in 
which  >even  vessels,  with  their  crews,  went  to  ijie 
bottom.  The  remainder  >afel3'  landed,  except  two, 
which  were  wrecked  on  a  sand-bar,  hut  all  the  pas- 
sengers were  saved.  Our  subject,  afterward,  was 
detailed  to  duty  at  Brown.sville,  Tex,  where  he  was 
ti-ansferred  U>  a  battery,  and  remained  until  theex- 


pir.ation  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  After  serving 
three  years  and  two  months  he  received  an  honora- 
ble discharge,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Chicago. 

Mr.  Day,  upon  returning  from  the  arm}-,  located 
ill  McLean  Countjs  and  in  1870  was  married  to 
Miss  Sophia  E.  Hilton.  This  lady  was  born  in 
Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  4,  1853,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Harriet  Hilton,  natives 
of  England  and  New  York  respectively,  and  now 
residing  in  Fairbur}'.  The  four  children  born  of 
this  union  were:  Mary,  now  an  interesting  girl  of 
fourteen  3'ears:  Nellie,  aged  eleven;  Eltie,  seven, 
and  Gu3'  H.,  five.  During  a  perioil  of  eight  years 
Mr.  D.ay  served  as  Constalile  ni  Pleasant  Ridge 
Township,  and  with  his  estimable  wife,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which 
he  officiates  as  Class-Leader  and  Trustee.'  He  is  a 
solid  Republican,  politicall}',  voting  for  the  same 
side  for  which  he  fought. 

SAAC  VOORHEES,  one  of  the  most  peaceable 
and  law'-aliiding  citizens  of  Chatsworth  Town- 
ship, has  for  the  last  twentj'-flve  j-ears  been 
pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  tilling  the  soil, 
providing  comfortably  for  liis  family,  and  enjoying 
the  esteem  of  his  neighbors.  In  addition  to  his 
agricultural  pursuits  he  officiates  as  Postmaster  of 
Healey,  at  his  residence,  which  office  he  has  held 
since  1884.  His  property  includes  eighty  acres  of 
land,  which  is  fairly  well  improved  and  which  he  has 
redeemed  from  its  primitive  condition,  having  se- 
cured it  while  it  was  uncultivated  prairie.  His  farm 
buildings  are  of  medium  size,  but  of  good  quality, 
and  he  has  in  all  resjiects  deported  himself  as  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 

Our  subject  was  born  not  far  from  the  Atlantic 
coast  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.,  Dec.  25,  1846. 
His  parents,  Christopher  and  Mary  (Bacon)  Voor- 
liees,  were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey,  where  they 
were  reared  and  married,  and  whence  after  the  birth 
of  live  children,  they  migr.ated  westward  to  Illi- 
nois. They  first  located  upon  a  tract  of  land  in 
LaS.alle  County,  where  they  followed  farming,  and 
remained  until  the  death  of  the  father.  The  mother 
subsequently  removed  to  this  county  and  her  death 
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took  place  in  this  township  in  1884.  The  five 
children  of  the  parental  household  were  John,  now 
a  resident  of  Tazewell  County  :  Skillman,  engaged 
at  fanning  in  LaSalle  County  ;  Martha,  the  wife  of 
C.  Hodson,  of  Forest  Township,  and  Mary,  who 
married  A.  N.  Opie,  of  Forest  Township. 

Isaac  Voorhees  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation which  was  completed  in  LaSalle  County, 
this  State.  He  came  to  this  county  with  his 
mother's  family,  with  whom  he  remained  until  after 
reaching  his  majority,  and  made  his  first  purchase  of 
land  in  1864.  After  reaching  his  twenty-fourth 
year  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Ten  Eyck,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  about 
1850,  and  came  to  Illinois  with  her  parents  in  about 
1855.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  four 
children,  all  living  and  at  home  with  their  parents, 
namely,  Rosa,  Clara,  Zilla  and  Tunis.  Mr.  Voor- 
hees, politically,  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket.  He  has  uniformly  declined  becoming  an 
office-holder,  preferring  to  give  his  attention  to  his 
farm  and  his  family. 

•■-^ — €-*-! 


ENRY  BOEHM  BARNES  is  perhaps  one  of 
the  oldest  men  of  Livingston  County,  al- 
though he  has  only  been  a  resident  of  the 
county  since  1882.  He  has  been  a  citizen 
of  Illinois,  however,  since  1834,  and  has  seen  the 
State  pass  through  all  tiie  stages  of  prosperity  up 
to  its  grand  position  among  the  States  of  to-day. 
He  began  life  without  any  resources  excepting  his 
own  hands  and  determined  will.  His  life  has  been 
a  success,  but  at  the  beginning,  as  was  the  case 
with  hundreds  of  others,  the  obtaining  of  success 
depended  entirely  upon  labor,  judgment  and  per- 
severance. It  was  a  common  saying  among  the 
first  settlers  of  Illinois,  that  people  must  "  work  or 
starve,"  but  the  remembrance  of  those  days  is 
very  pleasant,  and  the  experiences  made  men  and 
women  noble,  brave  and  generous. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  a  native  of  Sussex  C'ountj^  Del., 
and  was  born  Dec.  4,  1 803.  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (Evans)  Barnes,  who  were  natives  of 
Delaware.  On  the  paternal  side,  his  ancestors  were 
of  English  descent,  and  of  Welsh  on  the  maternal. 


When  his  parents,  in  the  year  1809,  removed  from 
Delaware  to  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  our  subject  ac- 
companied them.  That  section  of  Ohio  was  then 
upon  the  frontier  of  civilization,  although  it  is  now 
one  of  the  most  densely  populated  districts  of  the 
Middle  West.  The  father  died  in  Scioto  County, 
Ohio,  on  tl\e  19th  of  June,  1819.  and  with  his  wid- 
owed mother  and  one  sister,  our  subject  moved  to 
Marion  County,  Oliio,  in  April,  1823,  and  there 
resided  until  1834. 

On  the  13th  of  January',  1831,  j\Ir.  Barnes  was 
married,  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  to  Mary  Dicker- 
son,  and  they  had  one  child,  Mary,  who  was  born 
Jan.  16,  1832,  and  who  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  P. 
Carruthers,  of  Saunemin  Township.  This  wife 
died  in  April,  1832.  Mr.  Barnes  remained  a  wid- 
ower until  the  26th  of  September,  1839,  when  he 
was  married,  in  Marshall  County,  III.,  to  Jane  M. 
Kilgore,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  1,  1819,  and  bore  him  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living:  Isabella  K.,  born  Feb.  28, 
1841;  Louisa,  born  Sept.  28,  1843,  is  the  wife  of 
W.  M.  Kilgore,  of  Saunemin  Township;  Dr.  Sam- 
uel M.,  born  Dec.  4,  1846,  resides  in  Fairbury; 
Dr.  Henry  E.  W.,born  April  4, 1850,  lives  in  Mad- 
ison County,  Iowa,  and  Ollie  S.,"born  July  23, 
1854,  is  the  wife  of  John  Q.  Brown,  of  Madison 
County,  Iowa.  Erastus  T.,  born  Feb.  1,  1858, 
died  Dec.  6,  1858.  In  1834  our  subject  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  that  region  of  country  which 
is  now  included  in  Marshall  County,  and  there  re- 
mained, with  the  exception  of  five  years  spent  in 
Whiteside  County,  until  1882.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  and  settled  on  his 
present  farm  in  Saunemin  Township,  on  section  23. 
This  farm  consists  of  200  acres  of  splendid  land, 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  in 
the  improvement  of  which  all  the  best  methods  of 
agriculture  have  been  adopted. 

Mr.  Barnes  is  a  veteran  Republican,  having 
joined  that  party  at  its  organization  in  1856. 
While  a  resident  of  Marshall  County.  Mr.  Barnes 
served  as  Supervisor  of  Richland  Township  for 
eight  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
in  which  he  has  served  as  Steward,  Class-Leader 
and  local  minister,  and  has  engaged  enthusiastically 
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in  local  ministerial  work  for  raauj-  j'ears.  His  sec- 
ond wife  was  also  a  devoted  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Kpiscopal  Church,  and  lived  and  died  a  con- 
sistent Christian,  her  death  having  occurred  on  the 
19th  of  May.  1882.  Mr.  Barnes  has  lived  a  long 
and  useful  life,  and  now,  surrounded  by  friends 
and  relatives,  is  enjo3'ing  the  fruits  of  a  life  spent 
in  usefulness  and  well  doing.  Mr.  Barnes  has  lo- 
cated each  of  his  childien  vn  lioniesteads  consist- 
ing of  tracts  varying  in  size  from  eighty  to  160 
acres,  and  still  has  200  acres  left  for  himself  in  his 
declinins  vears. 


JILLIAM  LEHMAN.  A  farm  of  120  acres 
of  laud  in  Owego  Township,  no  matter 
what  section  it  is  located  upon,  is  a  prop- 
erty any  man  may  be  proud  of,  and  when  it  is 
owned  in  fee  simple,  without  mortgage  or  other  in- 
cumbrance, the  owner  can  consider  himself  pretty 
well-to-do.  .Some  men  spend  half  a  lifetime  be- 
fore thej'  secure  such  a  prize,  but  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  had  only  been  a  resident  of  this  country, 
to  which  he  came  without  capital,  for  nine  years, 
when  he  became  able,  with  the  proceeds  of  his  la- 
bor, to  purchase  the  excellent  farm  on  section  29 
where  he  now  resides.  With  the  energy  and  econ- 
omy so  characteristic  of  tiie  German  people,  imme- 
diately upon  ills  arrival  in  this  country  he  set  to 
work  to  secure  a  home  wjiere  he  mlgiit  pass  his  life 
comfortably  and  independently,  and  the  details  of 
the  following  sketch  will  show  how  admirably  he 
has  succeeded. 

Mr.  Lehman  is  a  native  of  JMcokleuburg,  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  born  on  the  1st  i>f  May,  18.52. 
He  is  the  .son  of  Carl  (deceased)  and  ilanuah  Leh- 
man, natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  this 
country  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  in  his 
nineteenth  year.  Upon  their  arrival  in  America 
they  came  direct  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Peoria 
County,  where  they  lived  for  four  years.  In  187G 
the  family  came  to  Livingston  County  and  located 
in  Pike  Township,  where  the  father  died  in  Decem- 
ber, 188.5.  The  family  of  his  paieuts  consisted  of 
ten  children,  as  follows:  Carl,  .Joliaima,  Frederick, 
.Minnie,  Kicea,  William,  Louis,  Lena,   Matilda  and 
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August.  The  mother  still  resides  in  Pike  Town- 
ship. The  parents  were  both  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  Church,  of  which  they  were  regular 
attendants. 

Our  subject  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
German  langn.age,  and  h.as  always  been  engaged  in 
the  occupation  of  farming.  On  the  22d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  he  was  married  to  Augusta  Ladnck, 
daughter  of  Louis  Laduck,  of  Pike  Township,  and 
they  have  had  five  children:  Caroline,  born  Oct. 
28,  1877;  Albert,  Dec.  20,  1880;  Emma,  Sept.  1, 
1882;  William,  Aug.  4,  1884,  and  Mattie,  Oct.  4, 
1 886.  Mr.  Lehman  purchased  his  present  farm, 
consisting  of  120  acres,  in  1882,  and  settled  per- 
manently thereon  in  18?4;  the  present  condition  of 
the  farm  is  the  result  of  his  industry  and  good 
inan.agement.  The  first  four  years  after  his  arrival 
in  Illinois  Mr.  L.  worked  in  Peoria  County  for 
William  .Spiser,  receiving  the  compensation  of  $22 
per  month,  and  then,  for  seven  years,  he  rented  a 
farm  in  Pike  Township,  which  he  cultivated  with 
good  success. 

Mr.  Lehman's  family  belong  to  the  German 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  they  occupy  a  leading 
position,  and  to  which  they  donate  liberally.  So 
far  as  political  matters  are  concerned,  while  yield- 
ing true  loyalty  to  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Leh- 
man does  not  devote  enough  time  to  those  mat- 
ters to  be  known  as  a  politician.  He  is  neither  an 
office-holder  nor  an  office-seeker,  and  attends 
strictly  to  his  own  affairs. 

— ^>> ..o*o.-(c5^<^s®-<'*o V^- 

*^/  LBERT  DAVIS  is  one  of  the  most  thor- 
(^O     ough  and  skillful  farmers  of  Forest  Town- 

Ijfix  ship,  where  on  section  34  he  has  been 
(^  located  many  years,  and  has  become 
closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  and  business 
interests  of  the  community.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
wealthy  and  populous  State  of  Ohio,  .and  was  born 
in  Lincoln  County,  April  14,  1836,  at  the  home- 
stead of  his  parents,  Daniel  and  Mary  Ann  (Stat- 
ler)  Davis,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Buckej'e 
State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  disposed  of  their 
l)roperty  interests  in   Ohio  in    1840,  when  Albert 
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was  a  lad  four  years  of  age,  and  coming-  to  the 
West  located  in  Marshall  County,  this  State.  The 
father  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
Roberts  Township,  where  he  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  becoming  a  useful  and 
valued  citizen,  and  died  eighteen  years  later,  Nov. 
21,  1858,  when  fifty  years  of  age.  The  mother  is 
still  living,  making  her  home  in  this  township,  and 
has  now  reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six 
years.  The  parental  household  included  eight 
children,  two  sons  and  six  daughters.  Of  these 
three  are  deceased,  namely:  Clara  Ann,  Laura 
(both  of  whom  died  j^oung),  and  John  A.  The  lat- 
ter during  the  late  war  enlisted  in  the  11th  Illinois 
Infautrj'  and  served  until  near  the  close.  During 
one  of  the  most  important  battles  he  was  captured 
by  the  rebels  and  taken  to  Andersonville  Prison, 
where  he  languished  two  years  and  was  finally  ex- 
changed. The  privations  and  hardships,  however, 
which  he  endured  had  undermined  his  health,  and 
he  died  before  reaching  home,  at  the  age  of  a  little 
past  twenty-one  years.  The  other  children  were 
Malinda,  Eliza,  Charlotte  and  Amanda. 

Mr.  Davis  became  familiar  with  farm  employ- 
ments during  his  early  youth,  and  still  finds  his 
greatest  pleasures  in  a  country  life.  He  established 
his  first  home  in  Marshall  County  in  1858,  having 
been  married  March  18  of  that  year  to  Miss 
Emily  E.  Malone,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Jan.  5, 
1835,  and  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Marshall  County,  111.  Mrs.  D.  was  the 
eldest  child  of  her  parents,  H.artley  and  Julia  Ann 
(Trout)  Malone,  of  Irish  ancestry,  and  natives  of 
Ohio.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
died  some  years  ago.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
making  her  home  in  Marshall  County.  They  had 
two  children,  namely,  Emily  E.  and  William  S. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  became  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  comprising  three  sons  and  five  daughters, 
namely,  Elma,  Laura,  Merissa,  William  Siiermau, 
Katie,  Minnie,  Charles  and  Hartley  Palmer.  Laura 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Dixon,  a  highl}'  respected 
farmer  of  Forest  Township,  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Mr.  Dixon  is  the 
sou  of  Springer  Dixon,  a  wealthy  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Forest  Township.  Merissa  and  Katie 
died  in  Forest  Township,  the  former  when  an  in- 
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teresting  little  girl  of  eight  years  and  the  latter  at 
sixteen.  The  remaining  children  are  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

Mr.  Davis  uniformly  votes  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  in  1885  was  elected  Road  Com- 
missioner, of  which  office  he  still  retains  possession. 
Mr.  Davis  farmed  in  Marshall  County  for  a  period 
of  ten  years  and  then,  in  1869,  purchased  160 
acres  of  his  present  farm.  It  was  then  raw  prairie 
and  required  the  outlaj'  of  years  of  labor  and  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  to  bring  it  to  its  present  fertile 
condition.  He  also  owns  160  acres  on  section  33 
and  160  acres  on  section  5,  Fayette  Township.  He 
has  made  good  Improvements,  and  of  late  years  is 
giving  his  principal  .attention  to  stock-raising, 
dealing  mostly  in  cattle  and  swine,  keeping  of  the 
former  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  head,  including 
Short-horn  and  good  grades  of  common  blood. 
He  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  as  a 
peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen,  taking  a  kindly 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  people  around  him 
and  enjoying  in  :i  marked  degree  their  esteem  and 
confidence. 


OLOMON  E.  KENT,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  on  section  17,  Belle  Prairie  Town- 
ship, does  not  confine  himself  exclusively 
to  either  farming  or  stock-growing,  but 
owns  a  large  meat-market  and  slaughter-house  in 
the  town  of  Colfax,  McLean  County,  where  the 
stock  product  of  his  farm  finds  a  ready  market. 
Mr.  Kent  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
19th  of  September,  1831,  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1868,  and  located  on  the  farm  named  above.  He 
remained  in  Pennsylvania  on  his  father's  farm  un- 
til he  attained  his  majority,  in  the  meantime  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  advantages  afl:'orded  b^-  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  State.  His  parents  were 
Thomas  and  Sarah  (Ingersoil)  Kent,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  in  his  business  affairs  was  successful. 
For  twenty  years  he  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Christian 
Church,  and   w.as  a  prominent  member  nearly  all 
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his  life.  He  was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in  1876, 
in  LaSalle  County,  111.  The  mother  was  born  in 
1801,  and  was  an  active  and  faithful  member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  She  died  in  1872,  after  hav- 
ing become  the  mother  of  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maniiood  and  womanhood :  George 
married  Miss  Deba  Eagon:  Abraham;  Mordecai 
married  Susan  Fry ;  Susan  married  Harvey  Fr^' ; 
John  married  Elizabeth  Fry  :  Thomas  married  Eliza 
lugersoll:  Elmer  and  Martha  died  in  infancj'. 

Mr.  Kent  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  White, 
Nov.  23,  1853.  She  was  born  in  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  Oct.  8,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Leah  (Strosenider)  White,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  w.as  born  in  1794,  and  is  still  living  and 
in  vigorous  health,  which  is  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that  not  manj-  years  ago,  without  any  assist- 
ance whatever,  he  reshingled  his  own  house,  which 
is  one  and  one-half  stories  high.  For  sixty-five 
j'earshe  has  been  a  minister  in  the  Christian  Church, 
and  during  tliat  time  has  refused  to  receive  any 
pay  for  his  services  in  the  pulpit.  In  his  boyhood 
da\s  he  attended  a  college  presided  over  by  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  a  man  of  whom  Henry  Clay  said, 
he  was  the  profoundest  theologian  in  the  world. 
He  has  perhaps  traveled  more  miles  on  horseback 
than  any  other  rtian  of  his  age  now  living.  The 
mother,  who  w-as  also  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  was  born  in  1798,  .and  <lie(l  in  Pennsylva- 
nia in  1866. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  iiave  been  born  seven 
children,  named  as  follows:  David  W.  married 
Miss  Emma  Jones;  Thomas  J.  married  Annie  Cas- 
sidy:  M.  L.  uiarried  Miss  Grace  Taylor;  George  B., 
Larry  S.,  Cora  L.  and  Albert  E.  George,  the 
fourth  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent,  was  educated  at 
the  schools  of  Fairviewand  Colfax,  and  for  sev.eral 
years  has  been  teaching  in  District  No.  4,  Lawndale 
Township.  McLean  County.  Four  other  members 
of  the  family  iiave  taught  .school,  and  one  took  a 
law  course  in  Blooinington,  111.,  and  is  now  practic- 
ing his  professl<jn  with  success  in  Hutchinson,  Reno 
Co.,  Kan.  Mi',  and  Mrs.  Kent  ha\  e  a  family  of 
children  of  whom  they  m.ay  well  be  proud.  They 
are  all  naturally  bright,  and  were  very  ambitious  in 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunities  afforded 
by  their  parents  for   obtaining  good    educations. 


Taken  .all  in  all,  it  is  one  of  the  model  families  of 
Belle  Prairie  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kent  are 
both  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which 
the  former  has  served  for  many  years  as  Deacon. 
In  his  ])olitic.al  affiliations  Mr.  Kent  is  in  harmony 
with  tlie  Democratic  party,  at  the  hands  of  which 
he  has  held  various  township  offices. 

ETER  LAUBENHEIMER,  who  for  many 
ll)  years  was  engaged  in  butchering  and  deal- 
ing in  meat,  but  is  now  occupied  in  farm- 
ing near  Fairbnry,  was  born  in  Dexheira, 
the  Empire  of  German}^,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1834.  He  is  the  son  of  Philip  and  Gertrude 
(Schtark)  Laubenheimer,  natives  of  the  same  Prov- 
ince. The  father  was  born  in  1803,  and  died  in 
Wisconsin  in  1878.  Most  of  his  life  he  was  in  the 
grocery  business.  The  mother  was  born  in  1805, 
and  died  in  December,  1842.  She  onl3'^  lived  two 
months  after  going  to  Wisconsin.  Their  family 
consisted  of  seven  children :  Clara,  the  wife  of  Ja- 
cob Breifogle,  lives  in  Wisconsin;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Antone  Walderbach;  of  Philip  no  trace  hsis 
been  h.ad  for  over  thirty  years;  Peter,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  the  fourth  child ;  Frederick,  of 
whom  all  trace  has  been  lost,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  War;  Gertrude,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Shape,  lives  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  1872,  Mr.  Lauben- 
heimer was  married  to  Annie  Billhartz,  who  was 
born  in  Baden  in  1852,  and  came  to  this  country 
with  her  parents  when  she  was  one  >ear  old.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laubenheimer  have  had  five  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living,  namely — Annie,  Harry  P., 
Goldaand  William  P.  Ilattie  died  .at  the  age  of 
five  months.  The  jiarents  of  Mrs  Laubenheimer 
were  Henry  and  Annie  (Zane)  Billhartz,  natives  of 
Germany.  The  father  was  a  harness-maker  by 
trade,  and  came  to  America  in  1 S5 4,  landing  at 
New  York  City,  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Ot- 
tawa, LaSalle  County,  where  he  died  in  1857.  The 
mother  died  in  April,  1W(;1.  They  were  both  de- 
vout members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  lived  to  be- 
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come  men  aud  women.  They  were  named  respect- 
ivel}',  Henry,  Otto,  Mary,  Benjamin,  Annie,  Louisa, 
Caroline  and  Amiel. 

Mr.  Laubenheiraer  came  to  Illinois  in  the  fall  of 
1S()2,  and  located  in  LaSalle,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  butcher  business  for  three  years,  and  then  came 
to  Fairbury,  March  31,  18G5,  and  entered  into 
partnership  with  Louis  Werling,  continuing  in  the 
same  business.  This  partnership  existed  for  eight- 
een years,  and  during  that  time  the  firm  never  had 
a  settlement,  and  dissolved  with  the  best  of  feeling 
on  the  part  of  each  member.  After  discontinuing 
this  business  Mr.  Laubenheimer  purchased  480 
acres  of  land  and  a  fine  residence  in  the  village  of 
Fairbury.  This  laud  is  all  under  cultivation  and 
is  very  productive  and  valuable.  Mr.  Laubenhei- 
mer's  long  business  career  in  Fairbury  established 
for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  for  integrity  and 
uprightness,  and  he  now  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
the  citizens  of  that  section  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  Fairbury.  Relig- 
iously, he  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Reformed 
Church;  his  wife  for  many  years  has  been  a  Cath- 
olic. In  politics  Mr.  Laubenheimer  is  a  liberal 
Democrat,  but  does  not  take  a  very  active  part  in 
public  affairs. 


/  ARON  BECKER.  The  raising  of  blooded 
cattle  and  hogs  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  industries  of  Illinois,  and  growers 
differ  as  much  in  theii-  choice  of  breeds  as 
woman  do  in  their  notions  of  the  fashions.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  in  his  choice  of  cattle  has  cer- 
tainly made  no  mistake,  for  there  is  no  breed  more 
popular  than  the  Durham,  not  only  in  Illinois  but 
in  every  section  where  cattle  connoisseurs  live.  Of 
Durham  cattle  Mr.  Becker  has  made  a  specialty,  and 
his  experience  with  them  convinces  him  that  that 
breed  will  do  to  tie  to.  He  is  a  large  farmer  and 
stock-breeder  on  section  17,  Belle  Prairie  Town- 
ship, and  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
18th   of  June,   1834.     His  mother  died  in  1875  at 


■^•■ 


the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Of  her  family  of  five 
children  three  are  now  living — Aaron,  Annie  and 
John  AA'illiam. 

Mr.  Becker  was  married  on  the  27th  of  August, 
1862,  to  Fannie  Austin,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who 
was  born  on  the  20th  of  January,  1846.  By  this 
mairiage  four  children  were  born  :  John  and  Martha 
J.,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy;  Sarah  A.,  Mrs. 
W.  L.  Tarr,  and  Mary.  Mr.  Becker  was  a  second 
time  married,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Wilhour,  on  the 
29th  of  February,  1872.  She  was  born  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1845,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Susan  (King)  Wilhour, 
natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  The  father  was 
of  pjuglish  descent,  born  in  1822,  and  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  F^pisco- 
pal  Church;  he  is  now  living  in  Kingman  County, 
Kan.,  to  which  place  he  went  in  1883.  The  mother 
was  liorn  in  1824,  of  English  descent,  and  has  nearly 
all  her  life  lieen  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  They  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  Becker;  Martha  A.,  deceased, 
was  married  to  Daniel  Humphrey ;  Mary  E.  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years,  eleven  months  and  thirteen 
days;  William  H.  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and 
nine  days;  Eliza  C.  married  John  W.  Patterson, 
who  is  now  deceased.  By  Mr.  Becker's  second 
marriage  there  have  been  two  children :  Gertie  A., 
born  June  16,  1876,  and  Jessie  B.,  Feb.  1,  1884. 

Mr.  Becker  came  to  Illinois  in  1858  and  engaged 
at  work  by  the  mouth  for  five  j^ears,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  team  of  horses  and  went  to  work  for  him- 
self. In  1863  he  paid  $1,000  for  a  substitute  in  the 
army.  His  first  purchase  of  laud  was  eighty  acres 
of  iuil)roken  prairie,  and  he  now  owiis  160  acres  of 
highly  cultivated  land,  well  tile  drained  and  hedge 
fenced,  and  well  equipped  with  buildings,  including 
the  fine  residence,  barns,  etc.  Besides  this  farm  he 
owns  320  acres  of  excellent  land  in  Kingman 
County,  Kan.  For  several  years  he  has  been  exteii- 
sively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  making  a  specialty 
of  Durham  cattle  and  high-grade  hogs,  and  in  this 
business  has  been  highly  successful.  He  and  his 
wife  are  both  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  to  which  they  contribute  liberally 
of  their  time  and  money.  Mr.  Becker  acts  with 
the  Republican  party  and  votes  a  straight  ticket.      > 
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As  illustrative  irf  the  progress  of  this  coimnuuitj' 
we  exhibit  on  another  page  of  this  work  n  view  of 
the  i-esidenee  of  Mr.  Beckof. 


II' 


HIO  ARTHl  R,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye 
State,  has  been  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Township 
since  the  spring  of  1 868.  He  then  took  possession 
of  160  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  where  he  has 
since  carried  on  farming  and  stock-growing,  erected 
a  set  of  fine  building's,  and  brought  his  land,  natur- 
ally fertile,  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
June  13,  1836,  and  remained  a  resident  of  that 
section  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  set 
out  to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  West.  He  located 
in  La.Salle  County,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm 
laborer,  and  supplemented  his  somewhat  limited 
education  by  futher  attendance  at  the  public  school 
at  his  old  home.  His  parents,  James  and  Margaret 
(Reed)  Arthur,  people  of  modest  means,  were 
natives  of  Kentucky,  the  father  born  June  12, 
1797;  he  is  still  living,  and  a  resident  of  Brown 
Count}-,  Ohio.  The  mother  was  born  in  Marcli, 
1798,  and  died  at  her  home  in  LaSalle  County,  111., 
in  Januarj',  1879.  The  household  circle  included 
eleven  children,  who  were  named  respectively, 
Elizabeth,  Margaret,  William,  John,  Sarah,  Melinda, 
Mary  J.,  Albina,  Ohio,  Rachel  and  Augustus.  The 
elder  Arthur  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  the 
earl}'  life  of  our  subject,  like  that  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  was  spent  in  the  quiet  retreat  of  their 
country  home.  Upon  reaching  manhood  and  while 
a  resident  of  La.Salle  County,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Braden,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride,  Feb.  10,  186;5. 

Mrs.  Artiiur  was  born  in  (irecne  County,  Pa., 
Nov.  17,  1844,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Nancy  (Johns)  Braden,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  is  still  living  in  Bureau  County,  111. ; 
the  mother  died  in  December,  18.";7,  in  LaSalle 
County,  111.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
six  children,  namely:  Walter  A.,  Howard  O.,  Anna 
B.,  Fannie  R.,  Cora  M.  and  Charles  A.  Of  these 
two  were  laid  away  in  early  graves,  Howard  D.,  at 


the  age  of  three  years,  and  Anna  B.,  aged  three 
years  and  eight  months. 

Mr.  Arthur  in  early  life  was  independent  in  poli- 
tics but  of  late  years  has  given  his  support  to  the 
cause  of  prohibition.  He  has  served  as  Road  Com- 
missioner in  his  township  sixteen  years  and  been 
School  Director  eleven  years.  Religiously  he  and 
his  excellent  lady  are  Second  Adventists. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  of  this  section 
of  country,  we  present  on  an  adjoining  page  of  this 
Album  a  view  of  Mr.  Arthur's  residence. 

AVID  RICE,  located  on  section  20,  Read- 
ing Township,  is  a  native  of  AVestmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  born  Feb.  18,  1834, 
His  parents  were  Henry  and  Shebby  (Re- 
gior)  Rice,  natives  of  the  same  county  as  their  son; 
the  former  was  born  in  1794,  and  lived  to  be  sev- 
enty-eight years  of  age,  his  death  taking  place  at 
his  home  in  his  native  county  in  1872.  The  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  John  Rice  by  name, 
together  with  his  wife,  was  also  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, in  which  State  they  spent  their  entire 
lives.  Mrs.  Shebby  Rice  was  born  in  1800,  and 
died  in  her  native  State  in  1879. 

David  Rice  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren; the  record  of  the  others  is  as  follows:  Sarah 
continues  in  her  native  State,  occupying  with  her 
husband  the  old  homestead  in  Westmoreland 
County ;  John  died  in  infancy ;  Nancy  lives  with 
her  sister  Sarah ;  Barbara  is  the  widow  of  John 
Mumaw,  and  the  mother  of  seven  children ;  they 
also  reside  near  the  old  homestead.  Hannah  is  the 
wife  of  John  Wright,  a  Pennsylvania  farmer,  and 
is  the  mother  of  live  children;  Abram  died  in  child- 
hood, and  Mary  when  eight  years  old ;  Hemy  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Alandus,  and  is  the  father  of  ten 
cliildrrii :  lie  is  fai'uiing  in  Westmoreland  County, 
P:i.  I  )aiiicl  (li<Ml  of  Miiailpc.ix  when  sixteen  years  of 
agf. 

David  Rice  remained  a  niendicr  i)f  his  father's 
household  until  reaching  his  majority,  and  then  de- 
termined to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  farther  West. 
Cuming  directly  to  Illinuis  he  took  up  his  residence 
ill  this  county,  and  tV)r  tlu^  first  three  or  four  months 
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was  employed  on  a  farm  iu  Reading  Township.  He 
was  subsequently  engaged  at  Boyd's  until  his  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  in  Reading  Township,  Feh. 
24,  1860,  the  maiden  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Louisa  Amnions,  who  was  born  Sept.  16,  1842.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Rice  were  natives  of  Peinisylvania 
and  are  now  in  Reading.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  were  born  seven  children :  The  eldest, 
a  daughter,  Shebby  A.,  died  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1864,  when  less  than  a  year  old;  Nancy  A.,  born 
Dec.  20,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Tellis,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children ;  they  reside  on  a  farm  in 
Reading  Township.  John  H.  A.  was  born  Oct.  19, 
1866,  and  lives  at  home;  Elizabeth  A.,  born  Dec. 
26,  1869,  is  the  wife  of  William  Devine,  an  express- 
man, and  the  mother  of  one  child;  they  reside  in 
Joliet,  111.  Mar^-  A:  was  born  Sept.  11,  1871,  and 
died  May  8,  1877:  Sarah  Bell,  born  Dec.  29,  1876, 
lives  at  home  with  her  father,  as  does  also  David  S. 
A.,  who  was  born  April  3,  1879.  Mrs.  Louisa  Rice 
departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Reading  Township, 
on  the  16th  of  August,  1885.  She  was  a  lady 
greatly  respected  in  her  community  and  a  consis- 
tent member  of  the  Church  of  God,  with  which  Mr. 
Rice  also  became  identified  many  years  ago. 

The  farm  of  our  subject  comjOTses  160  acres  of 
choice  land,  with  suitable  buildings,  a  goodly  as- 
sortment of  live  stock,  and  all  the  other  appliances 
which  constitute  the  model  country  homestead.  Mr. 
Rice,  although  taking  a  genuine  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people  around  him  and  always  willing  to 
contribute  to  public  enterprises,  meddles  with  polit- 
ical affairs  very  little  otherwise  than  to  cast  his  vote 
with  the  Democratic  party. 


■NfjACOB  S.  TUCKER.  While  the  late  Civil 
War  was  very  disastrous  in  the  matter  of 
loss  of  property  and  the  sacrifice  of  human 
life,  it  had  redeeming  features  in  many  re- 
spects, one  of  which  was  that  it  offered  the  boys  of 
the  North  an  opportunity  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  customs  and  manners  of  a  large  section  of 
country  which  could  not  have  been  presented  them 
in  any  other  way.     It  also  made  the  men  who  were 
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participants  self-dependent,  for  in  the  army  it  was 
pretty  generally  every  man  for  himself.  To  the 
man  who  went  through  safely,  the  experience  has 
been  and  is  worth  much,  in  that  it  begat  a  spirit  of 
independence  which  is  valuable  under  all  circum- 
stances and  ni  all  the  relations  of  life.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  had  large  experience  as  a  soldier, 
and  in  that  capacity  traversed  an  extensive  section 
of  the  country.  He  is  now  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Avoca  Township,  located  on  section  18. 

Mr.  Tucker  is  a  native  of  Tippecanoe  County, 
Ind.,  and  was  born  on  the  26th  of  January,  1837. 
He  is  the  son  of  Joel  and  Sallie  A.  Tucker,  natives 
respectively  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  His  ma- 
ternal uncle,  Perrin  StuU,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  was  wounded  three  times  during 
that  service.  In  the  fall  of  1851  Mr.  Tucker's  par- 
ents emigrated  to  Livingston  County,  settling  on 
section  16,  in  Avoca  Township,  where  the  father 
died  on  the  10th  of  April,  1885.  During  his  thirty- 
four  years'  residence  in  Avoca  Township,  the  people 
became  much  attached  to  him  on  account  of  his 
many  excellent  qualities,  and  his  death  was  sin- 
cerely mourned  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  an 
enterprising  and  representative  citizen,  and  during 
his  life  engaged  in  many  enterprises  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people,  which  largely  redounded  to  his 
credit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  a  resident  of 
Livingston  County  since  1851,  with  the  exception 
of  four  3'ears  when  he  lived  in  Ford  County,  111., 
and  during  his  service  in  the  arm}'.  On  the  19th 
of  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  3d 
Illinois  Cavalry,  in  which  regiment  he  served  for 
over  three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  following  battles:  Trot  Hill,  Pea  Ridge, 
Ark.,  Cotton  Plant,  Ark.,  in  all  the  battles  preced- 
ing and  during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg ;  Jackson, 
Port  Hudson,  a  cavalry  charge  on  Bayou  Teche, 
and  was  present  at  the  surprise  of  Gen.  Forest  at 
Memphis,  Tenn.  AVhile  on  picket  duty  at  Helena, 
Ark.,  he  was^captured  by  the  enemy,  and  was  con- 
fined as  a  prisoner  of  war  four  weeks  at  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  pa- 
roled. Besides  those  named  above,  which  are  well 
known  as  engagements  in  which  large  bodies  of 
troops  participated,  he  was  in  manv  other  engage- 
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ments  and  skirmishes.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment,  Sept.  o,  1864,  and  immediately  returned 
to  Livingston  Count}'. 

On  the  UUh  of  February,  1865,  ]\Ir.  Tutkt'r  was 
married  to  Lonisa  M.  Langworthy,  of  Chautauqua 
County.  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  had  four  children, 
throe  of  whom  are  now  living — Alta,  Florence  E. 
and  Ira  J.  Mr.  Tucker  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  consist*  of  eighty  acres  of  good  and  product- 
ive land,  in  1880.  He  has  made  a  success  in  his 
undertakings  as  a  farmer,  and  Js  now  very  com- 
fortably situated.  He  is  one  of  that  large  number 
of  men  who  hold  that  the  Greenback  should  be 
the  only  circulating  medium  among  the  people,  and 
on  account  of  his  views  upon  financial  questions  he 
has  long  been  attached  to  the  Greenback  party.  He 
has  served  the  people  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  Avoca  Township,  and  has  held 
other  minor  official  positions.  He  affiliates  witli 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  religious  mat- 
ters, and  socially  is  an  ardent  Comrade  of  Post  No. 
75,  G.  A.  R..  of  Fairbury,  111. 

J'  L.  WESTERN'ELT,  of  the  firm  of  Easton  & 
Westervelt,  i)roprietors  of  the  leading  livery, 
feed  and  sale  stable  at  Fairbury,  is  one  of 
the  young  and  energetic  business  men  ot 
that  jilace.  What  he  possesses  of  this  world's  goods 
he  has  >ecured  through  incessant  and  well-directed 
work,  and  has  been  the  recii)ient  of  no  legacy  what- 
ever. Our  subject  is  the  son  of  James  L.  and  Mary 
A.  (Conlej-)  Westervelt,  and  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  Aug.  19,  1860. 

.lame-  L.  AVestervelt,  Sr.,  was  burn  .June  1,  ISlt), 
in  Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  to  the  calling  of  a 
farmer,  and  followed  that  vocation  through  life. 
Sept.  22,  1840,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mi<s  Mary  A.  Conley,  and  continued  to  reside  in 
that  State  until  all  their  children  were  born.  Hop- 
ing to  better  their  financial  condition,  he  emigrated 
to  Illinois  in  1860,  and  settled  in  the  eastein  i)artof 
.AfcLean  Count}',  about  four  miles  from  Fairbury. 
The  country  was  new  at  that  time,  but  the  father, 
with  his  good  wife  and  a  family  of  iioys,  set  to  work 


with  a  will  to  improve  the  land,  and  ei-e  many  years 
had  passed  away,  had  a  well-improved  farm.  He 
lived  and  labored  on  this  farm  for  eighteen  years, 
and  then  in  1877  disposed  of  it,  and  purchased  a 
residence  in  Fairbury.  Moving  into  the  latter  place, 
he  retired  from  the  active  labors  of  life,  and  there 
lived  luitil  the  Master  called  him  to  a  better  home, 
"a  home  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heav- 
ens," his  demise  taking  place  in  1880.  He  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  man  whose  word  was  as 
good  as  his  bond,  and  one  who  never  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  the  call  of  charity.  He  was  a  consistent 
Christian  man,  holding  fellowship  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  resiiectcd  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

Mary  A.  Westervelt,  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
survives  her  husband.  She  was  born  in  Pennsj'l- 
vania  Dec.  10,  1820,  and  lived  with  her  parents  un- 
til her  marriage.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  Wester- 
velt nine  children  were  born,  six  of  whom  are  j'et 
living,  and  all  are  residents  of  this  county,  with  one 
exception.  Mrs.  Westervelt  with  her  husband 
passed  through  all  the  trials  of  an  early  settlement 
in  a  new  country.  Nobly  she  did  her  part,  and 
the  respect  in  which  her  children  are  held  to-day, 
attests  the  gentleness  and  kindness  with  which 
she  treated  them,  and  the  Christian  teachings  re- 
ceived from  her.  She  is  one  of  those  good  old  Chris- 
tian women  who  have  a  heart  as  big  as  a  motintain, 
and  it  is  full  of  love  for  all  humanity.  She  is  living 
in  Fairbury,  near  to  her  children,  and  none  are 
more  highly  respected  than  Grandma  Westervelt. 

Mr.  Westervelt  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant  when 
his  parents  came  to  Illinois,  and  was  reared  initil 
his  eighteenth  year  on  the  old  homestead  in  Mc- 
Lean County,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  assisted  in  the  labors  on  the  farm. 
When  the  father  moved  to  Fairbury,  our  subject 
engaged  in  clerking  in  a  grocery  store,  in  which  his 
brother  Oscar  was  interested.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Ella,  j'oungest  child  of  Hon.  Amos  M.  and 
Melissa  H.  (Kinney)  Johnson,  Feb.  19,  1882. 
Miss  Johnson  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  111.,  in 
1862,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Westervelt  has 
become  the  mother  of  one  child,  Roy  D.,  born  April 
2,  1883. 

In  1886  Mr.  Westervelt  severed    his    connection 
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with  the  film  of  Westervelt  &  Co.,  and  removed  to 
Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
at  No.  507  Western  avenue,  and  for  five  months  con- 
ducted the  same  with  considerable  success.  Then 
disposing  of  his  stock,  Mr.  Westervelt  returned  to 
Fairbury,  and  associated  himself  with  Alexander 
Easton  in  the  livery,  sale  and  feed  business.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a  red-hot  Republican,  and  trusts  the  time 
will  speedily  come  when  that  party  will  incorporate 
Prohibition  views  in  its  platform. 


.^pss^  QUIRE  LINSCOTT,  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
^^^  eye  State,  and  scion  of  an  excellent  family, 
](\/_3)  who,  on  the  father's  side  were  Vermonters, 
and  on  the  mother's  Virginians,  being  of 
an  enterprising  disposition,  and  desirous  of  seeing 
something  of  the  farther  West.  remoVed  from  his 
native  State,  first  to  Indiana  and  then  to  Illinois, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Avoea  Township.  His  early  years 
had  been  spent  in  the  agricultural  districts,  and  he 
has  shown  himself  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  em- 
ployments of  home  life.  He  commenced  poor  in 
pocket  and  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  680  acres  on  sections  18  and  19, 
which  comprises  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Central 
Illinois,  and  yields  in  abundance  the  richest  crops 
of  the  Prairie  State.  He  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  difficulties  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life, 
and  knows  all  about  the  disadvantages  which  the 
early  settlers  vvere  obliged  to  contend  with.  He 
possessed,  however,  in  a  marked  degree  a  large 
share  of  the  resolution  and  perseverance  common 
to  the  men  of  those  days,  and  entered  upon  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  with  all  the  determination 
with  which  he  was  so  largely  supplied,  and  the  re- 
sults of  which  he  has  reason  to  be  proud.  The 
main  points  in  a  career  more  than  ordinarily  inter- 
esting, are  as  follows: 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
was  born  Feb.  12,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Polly  (Jarrett)  Linscott,  whose  ancestors 
emigrated  from  Wales  to  the  United  States  in  the 
Colonial  days.  His  parents  each  removed  from 
their  native  State  early   in  life.     They   were  mar- 


ried near  Cincinnati,  where  the  father  engaged  in 
shoemaking  for  a  time,  and  afterward  located  upon 
a  farm  in  Greene  County.  They  spent  the  remain- 
jler  of  their  lives  in  Ohio.  The  home  circle  in- 
cluded twelve  children,  of  whom  only  the  follow- 
ing now  survive,  namely:  Jeremiah,  of  Greene 
County,  Ohio;  Mary,  the  wife  of  William  Leath, 
of  Emporia  County,  Kan.,  and  Squire,  of  our  sketch . 

Mr.  Linscott  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  in 
his  native  county,  and  early  in  life  vvas  made  ac- 
quainted with  its  cares  and  responsibilities.  His 
father  possessed  but  a  limited  income,  and  our  sub- 
ject could  only  pass  a  few  months  each  winter  in 
school,  and  but  a  few  winters  enjoyed  the  privileges 
of  study.  At  an  early  age  he  went  out  to  work  by 
the  month,  the  proceeds  of  his  labor  giving  to  as- 
sist in  the  maintenance  of  the  family.  He  began 
for  himself  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  three  years  of  general  merchan- 
dising in  Attica,  Ind.,  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon 
a  farm.  Soon  after  reaching  his  majority  he,  in 
the  spring  of  ISIS,  migrated  to  Fountain  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  remained  several  years  and  became 
the  head  of  a  familj'.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Candace  Hackston  on  the  28th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1 843,  and  the3'  settled  down  in  a  modest  home  in 
Attica,  where  they  became  the  parents  of  one  child, 
a  daughter,  whom  they  named  Sarah  C.  The  young 
wife  only  lived  a  few  years  after  her  marriage, 
her  death  taking  place  in  Perryville,  Vermillion 
County,  Nov.  21,  1848.  She  was  a  native  of 
Fountain  Countj',  Ind.,  and  about  twent^'-four 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

The  present  vvife  of  our  subject  was  formerl}- 
Miss  Minerva  E.  Kingore,  and  they  were  married 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1860.  Mrs.  L.,  like  her 
husband,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Margaret  Kingore,  who  are  now  dead. 
.She  was  born  June  24,  1825,  and  by  her  union 
with  our  subject  became  the  mother  of  one  child, 
a  daughter,  Fannie  E.,  who  was  born  July  24, 
1865,  and  is  now  at  home. 

Mr.  Linscott  removed  from  Indiana  to  this 
county  in  1859,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  lo- 
cated on  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. The  low  land  of  his  farm  has  been  under- 
laid  with   tile,  and   all  his  farm   operations    have 
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been  characterized  by  that  sound  sense  and  good 
judgment  which  cannot  fail  to  result  in  success. 
He  is  a  man  who  is  never  idle,  and  when  not  em- 
ployed with  his  hands,  his  brain  is  active  in  re- 
volving those  projects  which  shall  result  in  good 
to  some  one,  either  his  fauiily  or  his  neighbors. 
He  has  served  as  School  Director  in  his  district, 
and  politically,  is  a  Republican"  of  the  first  water. 
To  the  solicitations  of  his  townsmen  to  become  an 
office-holder  of  more  prominence  he  has  turned  a 
deaf  ear,  believing  that  in  the  quiet  seclusion  of 
his  home,  and  in  aiding  by  his  influence  those  proj- 
ects set  on  foot  for  the  welfare  of  his  commu- 
nity, he  could  be  of  more  real  service.  He  has, 
however,  for  many  years  been  a  great  admirer  of 
the  principles  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  with 
which  he  became  identified  at  Fairbury,  and  has 
passed  all  the  degrees  of  the  Blue  Lodge.  Although 
not  connected  with  an^-  religious  organization  he 
believes  there  is  good  in  all,  and  contributes  to 
all.  His  estimable  lady  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  their  declining  j-ears 
they  are  enjoying  the  fruit  of  a  well-spent  life,  and 
doing  good  as  they  have  opportunitj-. 

fOSHUA  G.  CHESEBRO  came  to  this  county 
in  185'i,  and  pre-empted   a   half  of  section 

I  1«,  in  Sullivan  Township.  Hi'  operated 
(^^  /  there  until  the  spring  of  1H;J7,  then  became 
a  resident  of  Saunemin,  where  he  owns  and  occu- 
pies one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  this  section 
of  the  countrj-.  His  property  includes  4H0  acres  of 
choice  land,  highly  improved,  and  furnished  with 
the  most  valuable  natural  water  power  of  any  tract 
in  the  township,  including  several  good  wells  which 
are  fed  from  never-failing  springs. 

There  was  but  slight  difference  in  the  condition 
of  the  men  who  came  to  Centi'al  Illinois  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years  ago,  most  of  thcni  arriving  poor 
in  pocket,  provided  only  with  their  native  energy 
and  resolution  of  character.  Our  subject  ranks 
essential!}'  among  the  self-made  men  of  Livingston 
County,  although  it  is  true  he  had  some  means  upon 
his  arrival  here.     This  he  was  enabled  to  take  good 


care  of,  and  was  fortunate  in  his  investments,  while 
his  farm  operations  were  uniformly  successful.  He 
was  never  afraid  or  ashamed  of  hard  work,  and 
kept  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  for  many  years  until 
the  necessity  therefor  no  longer  existed. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y., 
July  23,  1 821),  and  is  the  son  of  Beriah  and  Sai'ah 
(Young)  Chesebro,  natives  respectively  of  Connect- 
icut and  New  York.  The  Chesebro  family  is  of 
English  ancestry,  who  crossed  the  water  during  the 
Colonial  da3'S,  and  whose  descendants  were  widely 
and  favorabl}'  known  throughout  the  Empire  State 
for  man  J'  generations.  Joshua  G.,  when  about 
seven  years  of  age,  removed  with  his  parents  from 
his  birthplace  to  the  city  of  Albany,  where  his  fa- 
ther engaged  in  tanning  and  shoemaking,  and 
where  tiie  youth  remained  until  sixteen  years  of 
age.  The  family  then  removed  to  Ohio,  locating 
in  Wyandot  County,  the  mother  having  died  in 
New  York  Stiate,  in  182i). 

Young  Chesebro  remained  in  Wyandot  Count}', 
Ohio,  until  1856,  when  he  migmted  West,  and  com- 
ing to  this  county  located  on  section  4,  in  Sullivan 
Township,  and  from  thence  he  came  to  this  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  seen  much 
of  pioneer  life,  and  contributed  his  full  quota 
toward  the  building  up  of  this  section  and  the  en- 
lightenment of  its  people.  On  the  8th  of  January, 
18.t8,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  E. 
Cleland,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  A.  (Duncan)  Cle- 
land, who  came  to  this  county  during  its  early  set- 
tlement. They  were  natives  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania  respectively,  the  father  being  now 
deceased,  but  the  mother  is  living  in  Pontiac,  III. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chesebro  began  life  in  fair  circum- 
stances on  the  new  farm,  and  in  due  time  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  one  is  de- 
ceased. The  eldest  daughter,  Nettie,  is  the  wife  of 
Alexander  W.  Ross,  of  Saunemin  Township.  The 
others,  who  continue  at  home  with  their  parents, 
are  as  follows:  Walter  B.,  Anna,  Clara  B.  and  Lib- 
bie  F.  Hiram  M.  married  Miss  Charlotte  Watts. 
The  parents  are  prominently  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Chese- 
bro has  served  as  Class-Leader,  Sabbath-school 
Superintendent  and  Trustee  for  many  j^ears.     Our 
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subject  has  also  been  prominent  in  township  affairs, 
serving  as  Clerk  and  School  Director,  and  there  are 
few  worthy  projects  in  connection  with  the  public 
welfare  in  which  he  has  not  taken  a  leading  part. 
Although  lending  his  influence  usually  to  support 
the  Democratic  partly,  he  still  reserves  the  right  to 
vote  independently,  aiming  to  give  his  influence  to 
the  men  best  calculated  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  puljlic.  His  name  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  Saunerain  Township,  as  that  of 
one  of  its  most  valued  and  useful  citizens. 


ENRY  LARSON,  a  prosperous  farmer  on 
section  27,  Esmen  Township,  was  horn  in 
Norway,  near  Stavanger,  on  the  7th  of 
March,  1835.  He  was  the  third  child  in  a 
family  of  nine,  born  to  Large  Hanson  and  Annie 
Hendrickson,  natives  of  Norway,  in  which  country 
they  alw.ays  resided.  The  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Henry  Hendrickson,  and  the  father  was  a  son  of 
Hans  Larson. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  such  education  as  he  received  was  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  that  daj-.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  and  forty  da3'S  he  left  Norway  on  board  the 
ship  "Ward,"  and  sailed  for  Quebec,  where  he  ar- 
rived after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  six  weeks,  on  the 
7th  of  June,  1854.  From  Quebec  he  began  a  jour- 
ney to  the  West,  having  Ottawa,  111.,  as  his  object- 
ive point.  Afterarrivingat  Ottawa  he  secured  em- 
ployment on  a  farm  twelve  miles  north,  wiiere  he 
worked  for  two  years,  and  then  went  up  Fox  River. 
Here  he  was  married  to  Betsey  Knutson,  daughter 
of  Kent  and  Bergali  Knutson,  natives  of  Norway, 
where  their  children  were  all  born.  Mr.  Larson 
and  his  wife  lived  on  Fox  River  for  two  years,  and 
then  went  to  Nettle  Creek,  seven  miles  west  of  Mor- 
.ris,  where  they  lived  four  years.  They  then  carne 
to  Livingston  Count}',  and  lived  four  years  in  Sun- 
bury  Township,  raising  cattle  on  the  prairie,  au'l 
cultivating  a  small  tract  of  land,  when  they  removed 
to  Esmen  Township,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  live,  and  in- 
creased his  farm  to  ICO  acres,  all  of  which  is  highly 


cultivated.     He  takes   great  pride    in  raising  fine 
horses,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  are  the  parents  of  eight  cliil- 
dren — Annie,  Knute,  Hans,  Helen,  Betsy,  Laura, 
Lars  and  Bertie.  They  are  all  married  and  live  on 
farms,  excepting  two  sons  at  home.  Mr.  Larson 
came  to  Livingston  County  in  1862,  and  has  been 
a  witness  of  all  the  changes  which  have  taken  place 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century.  When  he  first 
came  to  the  county,  a  large  proportion  of  the  land 
was  wild  and  uncultivated.  He  has  lived  to  see 
this  land  transformed  into  magnificent  farms,  and 
where  the  country  was  traversed  by  mere  bridle 
paths,  good  broad  highways  have  been  constructed. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larson  are  both  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  He  is  a  consistent  Republican, 
always  voting  that  ticket,  but  does  not  take  an  act- 
ive i>art  in  political  affairs. 


,^^,  ARCUS  LAMP,  one  of  the  most  thrifty  and 
successful  agriculturists  of  Long  Point 
Township,  owns  158^  acres  of  fertile  land 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  where  he 
has  instituted  all  the  improvements  adopted  by  the 
modern  and  progressive  farmer.  He  has  a  neat  and 
substantial  dwelling,  with  a  good  barn  and  various 
sheds  and  other  structures  required  for  the  storing 
of  grain  and  the  slielter  of  stock,  and  the  general 
appearance  of  the  premises  attracts  the  admiring 
eye  of  the  traveler  through  that  section. 

Our  subject  has  illustrated,  during  a  career  which 
has  been  uniformly  successful,  the  results  of  energy 
and  perseverance,  and  is  one  ot  the  finest  repre- 
sentatives of  the  thrifty  German  element  of  this 
section.  His  early  home  was  in  the  Prussian  Prov- 
jnce  of  Holstein,  which  was  formerlj'  a  Duchy  of 
Denmark,  but  is  now  one  of  the  most  impoi'tant 
States  of  the  German  Confederation,  and  more 
popularly  known  as  a  part  of  Sleswick-Holstein. 
His  birth  took  place  July  25,  1839,  and  his  parents 
were  Henry  and  Selk  (Wies)  Lamp,  who  were  also 
(jf  German  birth  and  parentage.     The  father  of  our 
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subject  was  born  in  1803,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
cabinet-maker  and  chair  manufacturer,  which  he 
followed  all  his  life,  and  died  in  his  native  Province 
on  the  2d  of  March,  1887.  The  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing, but  for  the  past  five  ,vears  has  been  a  great  suf- 
ferer from  rheumatism.     She  is  also  quite  aged. 

The  German  youth  are  particularly-  fortuuate  in 
regard  to  educatiou,  aud  our  subject,  in  common 
with  the  children  of  his  native  Empire,  was  placed 
in  school  at  an  early  age,  where  he  acquired  a  good 
km  "wledge  of  the  common  branches.  He  continued 
under  the  home  roof  until  a  j-outh  of  seventeen, 
and  then,  with  the  hope  of  something  better  than 
what  was  held  out  to  him  on  his  native  soil,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  the  spring  of  1857,  and  shortly-  after 
landing  in  New  York  Cit}-,  started  for  the  West. 
After  a  brief  time  spent  in  Chicago,  he  migrated  to 
Wenona,  and  thence  to  Groveland  Township,  La- 
.Salle  County,  where  he  was  employed  three  years 
as  a  farm  laborer.  He  subsequently  removed  to 
Marshall  County,  of  which  he  was  a  resident  for 
fifteen  years  following.  He  had  in  the  meantime 
labored  diligently  and  accumulated  a  snug  little  sum 
of  money,  which  he  determined  to  invest  in  land  in 
this  county,  and  accordingly-  in  1870,  purchased 
eighty  acres  in  Long  Point  Township.  Four  j'ears 
later  he  doubled  this  amoinitof  real  estate,  and  has 
since  given  his  attention  to  the  building  up  of  a 
model  homestead,  in  which  he  has  succeeded  ad- 
mirably. 

Mr.  Lamp  was  married,  .Ian.  -26,  186.J,  while  a 
resident  of  Marshall  County,  to  Miss  Olive  Benning- 
ton, daughter  of  Robert  S.  and  Olive  (Sampson)  Ben- 
nington, of  Marshall  County,  111.  Mrs.  L.  was  born 
in  1841,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  became 
the  motlier  of  nine  children:  Mary  Eliza  was 
born  on  tiie  .3d  of  February,  1867,  and  died  June  2, 
1873,  and  the  little  grave  of  their  first-born  was  made 
in  the  cemetery  at  Antioch;  Millie  Caroline  was 
born  .July  1.  18G8,  and  employs  her  time  in  teach- 
ing; .Je-ssie  Florence  was  born  Aug.  23,  1870;  Rob- 
ert Henry,  Marcii  20,1872;  Margaret  E.,  March 
30,  1874;  Minnie  Myrtle,  Feb.  17,  1877;  William 
Marcus,  Oct.  1.0,  187'J;  Joseph  Floyd,  Jan.  ]:,,  1882, 
and  Albert  Darling,  May  20,  1884.  Mi',  and  Mrs. 
L.,  with  their  two  eldest  children,  are  members  in 
good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church.  (Jur  sub- 
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ject  gives  very  little  attention  to  politics,  but  upon 
occasions  of  important  elections  casts  his  vote  with 
the  Republican  party. 


,  OBER  r  ELMORE,  a  citizen  of  Illinois  since 
18.56,  who  has  240  acres  of  Land  on  section 
33,  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  and  sixty- 
two  acres  on  section  5,  Forest  Township, 
is  one  of  the  largest  stock-raisers  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Ky.,  on  the  7th 
of  May,  1834.  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Baugh)  Elmore,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
respectively.  The  father  was  born  in  1797,  and 
died  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  in  April,  1858. 
He  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  but  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  were  spent  in  farming.  The  mother  was 
born  on  the  3d  of  November,  1805,  and  died  in 
1879.  Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church. 

In  personal  appearance  James  Elmore  was  a  re- 
markable man,  weighing  360  pounds,  and  was  fair 
skinned,  with  dark  hair  and  blue  eyes.  In  early  life 
he  belonged  to  the  Whig  partj-,  but  during  the  last 
years  of  his  life  he  supported  the  Democrats.  To 
them  were  born  twelve  children:  William  died  at 
the  age  of  fifty-three  years ;  John  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation;  Mary,  Asenith  and  Jane  T.  are  dead; 
Robert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  ;  Sarah  F. ;  Martha 
J.,  Mrs.  Shearer;  Rebecca  J.,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Watts; 
James  S.,  and  Thomas  J.,  who  died  in  Chicago. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  came  to  Illinois  in 
1856,' and  located  where  he  now  lives.  On  the  2d 
of  September,  1856,  he  was  married  to  Edith 
March,  who  was  born  in  Madison  County,  K3'.,  on 
the  15th  of  April,  1833.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Susannah  (Robinson)  March,  na- 
tives of  Kentucky.  Her  father  was  born  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1788,  and  died  in  January,  1855;  he 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother  was  born 
in  1793  and  died  in  April,  1878.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  to  which  they  were 
much  devoted  during  the  latter  part  of  tLeir  lives. 
In  1857  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elmore  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  the  house  in  which  they  now  live.  To 
them    have    been    born    five   children:  James  B. ; 
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Mary  A.  married  James  F.  Galbraith;  Susannah 
married  George  S.  Wilson,  and  resides  in  Living- 
ston County;  AVilliam  A.  lives  at  home;  Robert 
M.,  the  youngest  child,  was  accidentally  killed  while 
hunting,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  It  is  supposed 
that  while  he  was  loading  one  barrel  of  his  shot- 
gun the  other  barrel  was  accidentall}'  discharged. 
He  was  a  bright  bo.y  for  his  age,  and  was  the  pride 
of  his  parents  as  well  as  the  favorite  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Mr.  Elmore  has  o02  acres  of  land  where  he  lives, 
and  it  is  all  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  When 
he  first  became  the  possessor  of  his  laud  it  was  just 
as  nature  made  it,  being  unbroken  and  undisturbed 
prairie.  The  buildings  which  he  has  erected  upon 
the  farm  are  first-class  in  every  respect,  and  a 
credit  to  Pleasant  Ridge  Township.  Besides  culti- 
vating his  large  farm  Mr.  Elmore  is  extensively 
engaged  in  buying  and  selling  cattle,  handling 
from  200  to  500  each  year,  while  the  number  last 
year  ran  up  to  800.  IMr.  Elmore  is  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful men  of  Livingston  County,  his  business  efforts 
having  been  rewarded  by  the  accumulation  of  a  con- 
siderable fortune,  which  is  well  invested.  What 
time  he  can  devote  to  political  matters  is  given  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
has  not  been  an  office-holder  to  a  great  extent,  and 
is  satisfied  with  having  held  the  position  of  Road 
Commissioner  for  fifteen  years.  He  and  his  wife 
are  active  and  influential  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  to  which  thej'  contribute  liberally  of  their 
time  and  means.  A  lithographic  vie\v  is  shown  of 
Mr.  Elmore's  handsome  residence. 


OHN  PURSLEY,  a  wealthy  and  prominent 
farmer  of  Fayette  Township,  on  the  southern 
line  of  Livingston  County,  owns  and  oc- 
cupies .360  acres  of  finely  improved  land  on 
sections  5  and  6.  He  is  the  son  of  one  of  the  ear- 
liest pioneers  of  this  section  of  country,  and  came 
to  the  township  when  there  were  but  four  families 
within  its  limits.  From  a  modest  beginning  in  life 
he  has  built  up  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  in 
Livingston    County,    and  owes    no    man    anj'thing 
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either  for  his  position  in  life  or  for  any  assistance 
at  the  beginning. 

Mr.  Pursley  was  born  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
June  2,  1832,  soon  after  his  parents,  Gottfried  and 
Anna  Mary  (Evering)  Pursley,  who  were  natives  of 
Germany,  set  foot  upon  American  soil.  They 
passed  the  first  year  in  New  York  Citj',  where  the 
father  followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking,  and  in 
1 834  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Chicago.  Three 
3'ears  later  they  changed  their  lesidence  to  Ottawa, 
LaSalle  County,  where  in  addition  to  shoemaking 
the  father  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  harness, 
besides  operating  a  tanyard  for  a  number  of  years, 
when  he  was  called  from  his  earthly  labors.  His 
death  took  place  about  1845,  and  a  wife  and  seven 
children  were  thus  left  without  their  natural  pro- 
tector. The  family  included  two  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters, namely,  Catherine,  Phebe,  Elizabeth,  Anna 
Mary,  John,  Daniel  and  Emma;  the  latter  died  when 
seven  years  old.  The  others  are  married  and  most 
of  them  have  families  of  their  own,  and  reside  in 
this  count}'.  The  father  was  a  man  of  much  in- 
telligence, and  after  becoming  a  naturalized  Ameri- 
can citizen,  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  had  been  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
German-Catholic  Church,  to  which  he  closely  ad- 
hered. The  mother  died  in  LaSalle  County  in 
1882. 

In  beginning  life  for  himself,  our  subject  engaged 
in  farming  in  LaSalle  County,  about  1854,  where 
iie  remained  thirteen  years,  and  then  came  to  this 
county,  of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  Upon 
his  arrival  he  took  up  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and  the 
large  and  valuable  farm  of  which  he  is  now  the 
possessor  is  abundant  evidence  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  has  spent  his  time  and  the  rare  good 
judgment  with  which  he  has  been  blessed  by  nature. 
He  has  effected  fine  improvements,  including  a  set 
of  substantial  farm  buildings,  and  of  late  3'ears  has 
given  much  attention  to  stock-raising,  in  which  he 
has  been  uniformly  successful. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Pursley  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Everling.  She  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Rhine- 
folz,  Germany,  July  29,  1831,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  parents  who  were  of  pure  German  ancestry 
and  engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  Her  father  de- 
parted this  life  at  his  home  in  Germany  in  1882; 
■ m^ 


r 


u 


a   432 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


4 


thi'  luothei'  is  still  living  and  a  ivsident  of  Remstein. 
They  were  tlie  parents  of  twelve  children — John, 
Jacob.  Mary.  Philii).  Philip  ("id),  Adam,  Ph.ebe, 
I'atlierine.  Klizaboth,  IVtcr.  Margaret  and  Caroline. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pnrsley  there  were 
born  twelve  children,  namely,  John,  Louisa,  Mary, 
Kosa,  George,  Charles,  Caroline,  Jane,  Peter,  Eliza- 
beth, Joseph,  and  Anna,  who  died  when  thirteen 
months  old.  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Mur- 
phey.  a  highly  respected  farmer  of  Fayette  Town- 
ship; John  married  Jliss  Caroline  Bell,  and  is 
fanning  near  his  father's  homestead.  The  younger 
children  continue  at  home  with  their  parents.  Onr 
subject  and  his  family  .bek>ng  to  the  German 
Catholic  Church,  and  .Mr.  P.,  like  his  father,  is 
DcMHX-ratic  in  politics.  He  has  been  School  Di- 
rector in  his  district  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is  a 
liberal  supporter  of  those  enterprises  calculated  for 
the  general  welfare  of  the  people. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Piirslej's  residence 
is  shown  in  this  volume. 


j'^'^lIOMAS  A.  BEACH,  of  tlie  firm  of  Beach  & 
r^\  Dorainv,  bankers,  at  Fairburv,  deals  also  in 
'^^^  real  estnle,  and  at  the  present  time  is  owner 
of  2,400  acres  of  land,  besides  a  great  deal  of 
town  property.  His  residence  is  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  imposing  buildings  in  the  village 
of  Fairburj-.  It  was  constructed  in  l>S7.i,  and  re- 
gardless of  expense  was  fitted  with  all  the  modern 
ciinveniences. 

Mr.  Beach  was  born  in  the  town  of  Amity,  Mad- 
ison Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1828,  and 
is  the  .son  of  Lorenzo  and  Edith  (Bull)  Beach,  who 
were  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont. Dr.  Lorenzo  Beach  was  born  at  New  Haven, 
Vt.,  on  the  7th  of  November,  175)8,  and  died  at 
P'airbui'y,  III.,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1878,  aged 
seventy-nine  j'ears,  nine  months  and  two  days. 
At  the  .age  of  seventeen  he  moved  to  Worthington, 
Ohio,  where  he  resided  about  one  year.  Tiience 
he  went  to  Urbana,  Ohio,  where  he  studied  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  Parker  three  years,  after  which  he  re- 
moved to  Amity,  Ohio,  and  engaged    in  the  prac- 
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tice  of  medicine  for  twelve  years  continuously, 
when  he  moved  on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity,  and  re- 
sided twenty-three  years  more,  practicing  medicine 
in  connection  with  farming.  He  united  with  the 
Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Amity,  Ohio,  about 
the  year  of  his  first  marriage,  1823,  and  for  over 
fifty  years  was  an  active,  consistent  member  of 
tliat  denomination,  contributing  very  liberalh'  of 
his  means  toward  the  building  of  a  church  at  Am- 
ity, Ohio,  and  Fairburv,  111.  His  business,  as  well 
as  his  Christian  life,  was  a  success.  For  three 
years  before  his  death,  his  mind  as  well  as  his  body 
perceptibly  failed,  though  he  spent  much  time  in 
the  examination  of  God's  Word,  and  any  allusion 
to  it  in  his  hearing  always  brought  a  hearty  and 
ready  response.  He  frequently  sang  those  hymns 
and  tunes  familiar  to  him  in  his  j'outh,  but  forgot- 
ten among  the  busier  scenes  of  life,  to  come  back 
and  comfort  him  in  after  years.  "  He  renewed  his 
youth  like  the  eagle."  "  He  was  like  a  tree  planted 
by  the  rivers  of  water  that  bringeth  forth  his  fruit 
in  his' season ;  his  leaf  also  shall  not  wither,  and 
«  hatsoever  he  doeth  shall  prosper."  His  first  wife 
bore  him  four  children:  James  died  in  infancy; 
Hester  married  Mr.  Ezra  Dominy,  both  of  whom 
died  some  years  ago;  Thomas  A.;  Chloe  married 
Dr.  Bartlett,  and  is  now  a  widow.  He  married 
]Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Roop,  Nov.  23,  1870,  who  was  born 
Nov.  1,  1821. 

Thomas  A.  Beach  married  Miss  Amelia  Bartlett, 
on  the  8th  of  April,  18.53,  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed b^'  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
July,  1828,  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Latham  S.  and  Nancy  (Curastock) 
Bartlett,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York  State 
respectively.  The  mother  died  in  1840,  and  the 
father  died  in  Ohio  on  the  13th  of  June,  1862,  in 
the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  an  early 
settler  in  Ohio,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
For  man}'  years  during  his  life  he  held  the  offices 
of  Trustee  and  Class-Leader  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  married  for  his  second  wife. 
Miss  Hannah  March,  in  1842;  siie  still  lives  at  the 
age  of  sixty-nine  years.  Writing  of  his  religious 
character  and  life,  a  biographer  says  of  Mr.  Bart- 
lett: "He  was  converted  and  joined  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  lived  a  consistent 
member  until  death.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
impulsive,  vacillating  characters,  to  be  governed 
by  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  others,  driven  by 
adversity  or  led  away  by  prosperity,  but  like  every 
consistent,  honest  man,  he  with  a  strong  faith  and 
a  well-balanced  mind,  served  God  and  labored  for 
the  churciv  from  principle.  He  served  the  church 
for  man}'  years  as  Class-Leader  and  Steward,  for 
which  work  he  had  a  peculiar  gift,  as  he  was  ahva^-s 
clieerful,  hopeful,  charitable  and  forbearing,  always 
preferring  others  to  himself.  For  some  seven  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  suffered  much  from  a 
nervous  disease,  and  a  part  of  this  time  he  was  de- 
prived of  church  privileges.  But  at  home  he  used 
the  means  of  grace  and  continued  to  retain  his  con- 
fidence in  God.  and  to  feel  that  His  grace  was  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  him  in  the  hour  of  affliction.  For 
three  months  prior  to  his  death,  his  sufferings  were 
beyond  description ;  every  daj'  during  that  time  he 
thought  would  be  his  last,  and  often  looked  forward 
with  jo3'  to  the  time  when  his  sufferings  would  end, 
that  he  might  leave  this  world  of  woe  to  dwell  in 
the  land  where  pain  caunot  come.  In  the  death  of 
Father  Bartlett,  the  church  lost  a  true  brother, 
the  wife  a  kind  husband,  the  children  an  affection- 
ate father,  our  country  a  true  patriot,  and  the  op- 
pressed of  our  land  an  unflinching  friend."  By  his 
first  marriage  there  were  six  children — William  H., 
Josiah,  Harriet,  Cicero,  Amelia  and  Sarah  A.  By 
the  second  marriage  there  were  also  six  children — 
Lavanda,  Orplia,  Latham,  Ella  M.,  Charles  E.  and 
Horace  G. ;  two  of  the  first  children  are  living,  and 
all  but  one  of  the  last. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thom.as  A.  Beach  have  had  four 
children  :  Sarah  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years;  Chloe  B.,  at  the  age  of  twenty -two  years; 
Thomas  L.,  in  infancy;  Ella,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Lewis, 
of  Fairbury,  has  two  children — Thomas  B.  and 
Amelia.  Mr.  Beach  arrived  in  Illinois  on  the  1.5th 
of  August,  18.34,  and  located  on  a  farm  two  and 
one-half  miles  southwest  of  Fairbury,  where  he  re- 
sided nine  years,  and  then  moved  into  the  town, 
and  for  the  following  sixteen  years  engaged  in  the 
dr5'-goods  and  hardware  business.  In  1874  he  es- 
tablished a  banking  business  which  he  has  since 
continued.     Mr.  Beach  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
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fraternity,  and  has  advanced  as  far  as  the  Chapter. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics;  his  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluircb. 

ELSON  LOUKS,  a  native  of  tlie  Dominion 
of  Canada,  is  familiarly  known  as  one  of 
li\,z^  the  most  prosperous  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Nebraska  Township.  His  boj'hood  and 
jouth  were  spent  amid  the  quiet  scenes  of  rural  life, 
near  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  was  about  twenty 
rods  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  in  Norfolk  Coun- 
ty, Canada.  He  began  life  on  the  1st  of  March,  1830, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Huldah  (Hoffman) 
Louks,  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont, who  became  tiie  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Henry 
Louks  and  his  estimal)le  wife,  were  born  in  New 
lork  State,  the  former  about  17G0.  He  removed 
to  Vermont  forty-three  years  later,  where  he  carried 
on  farming,  and  late  in  life  he  joined  his  son  Will- 
iam in  Canada,  where  he  died  of  typhoid  fever 
when  sixty-two  3'ears  of  age.  His  ancestors  came 
from  Holland  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  the  Empire  State.  His  son  William,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Dutchess  Count\',N.  Y., 
Slarch  22,  1787,  a  little  over  100  years  ago,  and 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  When  the  War  of  1812 
broke  out  he  was  working  at  his  trade  in  Canada, 
and  after  completing  his  contract  he  went  back  to 
New  York  and  served  in  the  militia.  He  had  in 
the  meantime  been  married,  about  1808,  to  Miss 
Huldah  Hoffman,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
Vt.,  Oct.  16,  1791.  The}'  returned  to  Canada  in 
the  fall  of  1821,  where  the  death  of  the  father  oc- 
curred April  11,  1857,  while  the  mother  passed 
away  a  little  over  five  years  later,  June  18,  1862. 
The  record  of  their  children  is  as  follows :  Sarah 
was  born  April  9,  1810,  in  Franklin  Count}',  Vt., 
and  became  the  wife  of  Solomon  Griffin:  she  is  now 
living  in  Delhi,  Canada,  and  is  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  all  of  whom  are  married.  Elizabeth  was 
born  Nov.  28,  181 1,  and  married  Abram  Mills,  who 
has  a  large  farm  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada: 
they  have  nine  children,  all  married.  Jacob  was  born 
June  22,  1815,  was  twice  married,  and  died  in  1865, 
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leaving  a  large  famil}';  Euscbia  was  born  July  19, 
1S17.  and  fii-st  married  Edwin  Putts,  wlm  died 
leaving  no  children:  she  then  became  tlie  wife  of 
Levi  Steinhoff,  who  is  also  deceased:  they  imd  two 
chiiilren.  and  she  now  makes  her  home  witli  her 
son  in  Nebraska  Township,  this  county.  Melissa 
was  born  Aug.  2 1<,  lSli1,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Alex  Cowan:  she  lives  in  Canada  and  has  several 
children,  all  married.  William  IL.  the  first  of  their 
children  born  in  Canada,  was  born  Nov.  '29,  1828, 
and  is  now  a  prosperous  lumberman,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Lapeer  County,  Mich.;  lie  is  married 
and  the  father  of  five  children.  Alex  was  born  .June 
2,  1832,  resides  in  Canada,  is  mairied  and  has  six 
children:  Lucy  was  born  Aug.  30,  183.'),  and  resides 
iu  Canada,  being  the  wife  of  .lolm  Rcid,  and  the 
mother  of  six  children. 

Mr.  Louks  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  farm 
until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  the  last  year  having 
the  management  of  the  homestead.  Upon  leaving 
the  parental  fold  he  migrated  westward  to  Ogle 
County,  this  .State,  where  he  worked  one  year  by 
the  month,  and  the  two  following  years  cultivated 
rented  laud.  In  October,  185.'),  he  purchased  160 
acres  of  railroad  land  on  section  10,  Nebraska 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  took  up  his  abode 
and  has  since  remained.  His  purchase  was  practi- 
cally uncultivated,  without  even  a  shelter  for  his 
head.  He  was  strong  in  hope  and  courage,  how- 
ever, and  entered  vigorouslj'  upon  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  and  Dec.  11,  1856,  strengthened  his 
resolution  to  build  up  a  homestead  by  marriage 
with  the  lad3-  of  his  choice.  Miss  Margaret  Sabina 
.Settle,  Rev.  H.  W.  Richardson,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  officiating.  The  first  sermon 
which  Mr.  Louks  heard  in  Illinois  was  delivered  by 
this  gentleman  three  years  l)efore  that  time,  and  he 
had  not  seen  him  since  until  the  time  that  he  pre- 
sented himself  liefore  the  young  couple  to  perform 
the  marriage  ceremony'. 

In  the  spring  of  IH'i'  our  subject  and  his  3i>ung 
wife  moved  to  their  present  location,  which  has 
since  been  their  home,  .-ind  where  their  nine  chil- 
dren were  born.  These  are  recorded  as  follows: 
James  William  was  born  Sept.  24,  1858,  is  still  un- 
married ;ind  H  resident  of  Colorado:  Nelson  Alex 
was  born  Aug.  23,  1860,  and  died  unmarried,  .Sept. 
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5,  1885,  in  Mead  County,  Kan.,  where  his  remains 
were  laid  to  rest:  Dorothea  Isabelle  was  born  Jan. 
22,  1862,  is  unmarried  and  a  resident  of  Colorado; 
Melissa  Jane,  born  Jan.  18,  1864,  and  Stephen 
James,  Dec.  22,  1865,  are  living  near  their  brother 
and  sister  in  Colorado;  Walter  George  was  born 
Oct.  30,  1869,  and  continues  at  home  with  his 
parents:  Thomas  Charlton  was  born  Dec.  11,  1871, 
on  the  fifteenth  anniversary  of  his  parents'  wed- 
ding;  Margaret  E.  was  born  Jan.  20,  1S74:  Mal- 
com  Wilfred  was  born  Sept.  14,  l.s7s,  and  died 
October  27  following. 

Mrs.  Louks  was  born  Jlarch  ID,  lis38,  in  Lock- 
port,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  within  hearing  of  the  roar 
of  Niagara  Falls,  and  could  often  see  the  spray  rising 
from  the  foaming  water.  She  came  to  McHenry 
County,  this  State,  with  her  parents  when  a  maiden 
of  seventeen,  and  shortly  afterward  they  removed 
across  the  road  into  Walworth  County,  Wis.  Her 
parents,  James  and  Dorothea  (Charlton)  Settle, 
were  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  New- 
castle, England.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
l)ut  also  followed  farming,  and  had  been  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits;  subsequentl3'  they  came  to 
this  county  in  1S61.  The  record  of  their  six  chil- 
dren is  as  follows:  Stephen  James,  born  March  10, 
I.S36,  entered  the  L^nion  army  and  died  with 
smallpox  at  Camp  Fry,  Chicago;  Margaret,  Mrs. 
Louks:  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  Jan.  3,  1841,  married 
John  Louks,  a  nephew  of  our  subject,  now  deceased, 
and  became  the  mother  of  two  children :  she  after- 
ward engaged  as  a  teacher,  and  is  just  finishing  her 
eigiiteenth  year  in  the  schools  of  Minonk.  Isabelle 
was  born  July  6,  1843,  and  died  Oct.  14,  1857, 
when  a  bright  young  girl  of  fourteen  yeais:  Will- 
iam H.  was  born  Jan.  15,  1846,  and  during  the  late 
war  served  in  the  17th  Illinois  Cavalry,  when  he 
was  detailed  to  duty  on  the  frontier;  he  was  pro- 
moted Sergeant  and  hon(iral)ly  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  is  now  living  in  Gridley,  Mc- 
Lean Co..  III. ;  Thomas  Charlton,  born  April  15, 
I.S49,  is  also  a  resident  of  Gridley.  Mr.  Settle  died 
at  Minonk  on  the  27th  of  January,  1.S66,  from  in- 
juries received  by  a  runaway'  team ;  the  mother  is 
still  living,  and  a  resident  of  Minonk. 

Mrs.  Dorothea  Settle  was  born  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,    England,    April    16,    180.S.     She    came    to 
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America  with  her  father  and  step-mother  in  1 825, 
and  they  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  Penn  Yan, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  S.  was  first  married,  at  Auburn,  to 
Robert  I.  Cox,  and  the  second  time,  in  IS35,  to 
the  father  of  Mrs.  Louks.  Her  father,  Henry  Set- 
tle, a  native  of  New  Yorli,  entered  the  Revolution- 
ary array  when  a  boy  fourteen  years  of  age  by  the 
desire  of  his  mother,  a  woman  who  possessed  re- 
markable patriotism,  and  believed  it  her  duty  to 
give  her  son  to  the  cause.  His  father  was  also  in 
the  army  at  the  same  time.  Both  escaped  un- 
harmed, and  the  family  afterward  took  up  their 
residence  in  Canada.  A  cousin  of  Mrs.  Louks, 
John  Charlton,  is  a  member  of  the  Dominion  Par- 
liament. 

Mrs.  Louks' great-grandmother  was  a  native  of 
Stuble,  England  ;  she  was  born  in  1756,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  fift3'-flve  years.  Her  husband,  Thomas 
Charlton,  was  born  Sept.  13,  1737,  and  died  Sept. 
7,  1815.  Mrs.  Lonks'  father  was  boiii  May  31, 
1804. 


'Ji  OHN  G.  STEERS  is  one  of  the  oldestand  most 
worthy  fanners  of  Belie  Prairie  Township, 
whose  home  is  located  on  section  5.  His  farm 
consists  of  271  acres,  which  is  remarkable  for 
its  fertility  and  productiveness,  and  the  homestead 
presents  one  of  the  attractive  points  in  the  land- 
scape of  BellePrairie  Township.  During  his  later 
years  he  has  been  largelj'  engaged  in  breeding  large 
draft  horses,  blooded  cattle  and  Cotswold  sheep. 

Mr.  Steers,  as  well  as  his  parents,  is  a  native  of 
the  Stiite  of  Kentucky,  whose  name  is  said  to  sig- 
nify "Dark  and  Bloody  Ground,"  and  the  ancient 
hunting-ground  for  northern  and  southern  tribes  of 
Indians,  and  few  of  either  section  made  it  a  place 
of  permanent  abode,  each  class  seeming  to  dread 
the  hostility  of  the  other.  The  county  in  which 
Mr.  Steers  was  born  in  October,  1834,  was  named 
after  Daniel  Boone,  who  established  himself  in  this 
region  in  1769,  and  was  followed  by  numerous 
hardy  adventurers  from  Virginia  and  North  Caro- 
lina. They  organized  a  local  government  in  1775, 
and  gave  this  new  countr}'  the  name  of  Transyl- 
vania, which  was  afterw:u-d  declared  a  county  by 
Virginia,  and  ultimatelj'  was  received  into  the 
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Union  in  1792  as  the  State  of  Kentukey.  Tiie  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Steers,  Hugh  and  Elizabeth  (Darnall) 
Steers,  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  father  being 
born  on  the  20th  of  November,  1800.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  a  cooper  by  trade,  de- 
voting the  larger  part  of  his  life  to  farming.  He 
made  the  first  whisky  bairel  ever  put  up  in  Living- 
ston County.  His  first  advent  into  Illinois  was  in 
1828,  but  he  soon  returned  to  Kentuckj^  where 
he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1837,  when  he  re- 
turned and  entered  200  acres  of  land,  which  he 
occupied  until  1852.  He  died  on  the  26th  of 
October  of  that  year,  while  on  a  visit  to  Kentucky, 
and  his  remains  were  buried  near  wheie  those  of 
his  parents  and  Daniel  Boone  repose.  During 
almost  his  entire  life  he  was  a  leading  and  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Regular  Baptist  Ciiurch,  and 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  this  church  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  in  which  he  was  a  Deacon  for 
many  years. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  1822,  Hu<ih  Steers 
married  Miss  Darnall,  who  was  born  about  1806 
in  Madison  County,  Ky.  By  the  death  of  her  par- 
ents she  was  left  an  orphan  when  less  than  a  year 
old.     To  them  were  born  eleven  children  :    Henry 

D.  M.,  William  N.,  Francis  M.,  John  G.,  AlviraM., 
Martin  J.,  Henry  P.,  Mar^'  F.,  Nancj'  E.,   Clarence 

E.  and  Rachel  D.  At  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years  the  mother  died,  in  the  year  1874. 

John  G.  is  the  oldest  member  of  his  father's 
family  now  living.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1847, 
accompanying  his  parents,  with  whom  he  remained 
until  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  manhood.  He  was 
married,  on  the  21st  of  November,  1855,  to  Miss 
Mary  A.  Travis,  who  was  born  Oct.  1,  1838,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth  (Thomp- 
son) Travis,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky, 
respectively.  Her  father  was  born  in  1811,  and 
still  resides  upon  the  farm  upon  which  he  set- 
tled over  fift_v  years  ago;  the  mother  was  born  on 
the  31st  of  March,  1814,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steers  have  had 
nine  children:  Laura  E.,  Mrs.  Henrj'  Hayman; 
Elizabeth  S.,  Mrs.  Foster;  Mary  F.,  deceased,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Darnall;  Lindsey  B.,  Minnie  E. ;  John  M., 
deceased;  Nancy  T.,  William  H.  and  Ida  M. 

Mr.  Steers'  church  connection  is  with  the  Regular 
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Baptist  denomination,  and  he  litis  been  clerk  of  the 
congregation  of  which  he  is  a  member  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  for  twenty-six  successive  years  has 
been  a  representative  in  the  Sangamon  Association. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  Christians,  and 
devote  much  of  their  time  and  means  to  acts  cal- 
culated to  benefit  the  church.  l\Ir.  Steers'  politi- 
cal atRliati')ns  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
he  has  frequently  represented  Belle  I'niirie  Town- 
ship in  its  county  convention.  He  has  never  been 
an  office-seeker,  m.r  office-holder  to  aiiy  great 
extent,  the  latter  being  limited  to  Road  Com- 
missioner almost  immediately  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  township  in  which  he  resides.  The 
material  improvements  he  has  made  upon  his  farm 
are  very  creditahle  in  point  of  taste  displayed  and 
comfort  obtained.  He  has  an  excellent  set  of 
farm  buildings,  and  all  necessary  implements  and 
niacliinery  required  for  the  carrying  on  of  agricult- 
ure and  stock-raising  in  a  first-class  manner. 

l^^REDERICK  HACK.  Sullivan  Township. 
l|L^  The  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  in  Central  Europe, 
/Ivj  and  forming  a  part  of  the  German  Empire, 
has  given  to  the  United  Stales  many  of  her  most 
industrious  and  enterprising  citizens.  The}-  have 
been  people  of  excellent  constitutions,  the  result  of 
good  habits  and  the  healthful  air  which  they  took 
in  us  part  of  their  birthright.  Bavaria  is  the  larg- 
est German  State,  with  the  exception  of  Prussia, 
and  is  rich  in  fertility  of  soil  and  mineral  produc- 
tions. The  people  born  and  bred  there  are  almost 
without  exception  of  excellent  morals  and  temperate 
habits,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  some  parts  of  it 
are  located  the  largest  beei-produoing  districts  of 
tlie  German  Empire.  Tiie  ancestors  of  our  subject 
for  generations  were  noted  along  the  vallej'  of  the 
Rhine  as  having  l)een  of  that  stern  and  sturdy  char- 
acter which  reiKlered  them  desirable  soldiers  in 
time  of  war  and  reliable  citizens  in  time  of  peace. 
The  story  of  one  of  their  later  descendants,  a  w6rthy 
representative,  and  the  suigect  of  this  biography, 
is  substantially  as  follows: 

Mr.  Hack  wa-  born  on  the  I'.tli  of  .March,    1828, 


and  with  the  exception  of  his  half-brother,  Jost 
Kern,  now  deceased,  was  the  onlj'  member  of  the 
familj'  who  came  to  the  United  States,  and  he  is  now 
the  only  one  living,  an  own  brother  and  sister  hav- 
ing died  in  the  Fatherland.  The  parents  passed 
away  in  their  native  Province  in  middle  life,  when 
their  son  Frederick  was  but  four  years  of  age.  He 
was  then  taken  into  the  home  of  an  uncle,  with 
whom  he  remained  eight  years,  and  afterward 
•'  paddled  his  own  canoe."  He  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  two  j'ears  at  the  milling  business,  and 
being  more  than  usually  ambitious  and  enterprising, 
and  not  being  satisfied  with  his  condition  or  his 
prospects  in  his  native  kingdom,  in  the  spring  of 
1S52  set  sail  from  Havre,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
tbirt3^-five  days,  landed  upon  American  soil.  From 
New  York  Citj'  he  proceeded  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
and  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  in  Butler  County  at  $.5 
per  month  and  his  board.  As  time  passed  on  and 
his  services  became  more  valuable,  he  was  paid  ^10 
per  month.  He  remained  in  the  Keystone  State 
about  four  years,  then  migrated  westward,  and  lo- 
cating in  Grundy  Count}',  this  State,  rented  a  tract 
of  land,  and  by  the  aid  of  an  ox-team  in  harness, 
proceeded  to  cultivate  the  soil.  Two  years  later 
he  made  his  advent  into  Livingston  County,  having 
with  him  a  small  sum  of  money  which  he  had  saved 
from  his  earnings,  and  which  he  applied  toward  the 
purchase  of  KiO  acres  of  uncultivated  prairie. 

Mr.  Hack  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the 
southeastern  portion  of  Livingston  County,  and 
continued  farming  with  marked  success  until  the 
town  of  Cnllom  sprang  into  existence.  With  his 
usual  foresight  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  engage  in 
the  lumber  and  hardware  trade  at  this  point,  and 
subsequenti}'  added  grain  to  his  transactions.  He 
wisely  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  additional 
land,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  600  acres  adjoining 
the  town,  all  of  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. Mr.  Hack  has  erected  a  good  set  of  farm 
buildings  and  has  added  all  other  necessary  im- 
provements. He  has  for  many  years  been  the  leader 
in  social  and  business  circles,  and  has  been  the  most 
suli>tantial  eiicourager  of  those  enterprises  tending 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  people  aud  calculated 
to  settle  up  the  country  with  an  enterprising  and 
intelligent  ])opulation.  He  represented  Sullivan 
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Township  three  years  on  the  County  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors, has  been  Road  Commissioner  eighteen 
years,  and  School  Director  sixteen  years.  He  was 
reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  he  remains  a  faithful  adherent,  and  now  at- 
tends regularly  at  chinch  in  Cullom,  wiiere  he  is 
a  Trustee  of  the  society. 

The  marriage  of  Frederick  Hack  and  Miss  Martha 
Knorr  was  celebrated  at  the  bride's  home  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  1,  1852.  Mrs.  Hack  is  a  native  of  the 
same  Province  as  her  husband,  and  came  with  rela- 
tives to  the  United  States  in  her  youth.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom 
the  record  is  as  follows :  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Ezra 
Grush,  who  lives  near  Dwight:  Lena  married  A. 
Opperman,  of  Sullivan  Township;  Caroline,  Mrs. 
A.  H.  Haag,  lives  near  Cullom;  Katie  was  married 
to  Leonard  Haag  and  died  eight  months  after  her 
wedding;  Ezra  and  Frederick  K.  are  both  married 
and  live  near  Cullom.  Mr.  Hack,  politically,  was 
at  first  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
now  votes  independently.  In  addition  to  his  other 
public  duties  he  has  been  President  of  the  Village 
Board  several  years. 

EV.  JOHN  HOSSFELD  is  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  German  Evangelical  Church, 
and  preaches  in  Long  Point  Township.  He' 
f^  is  thirty  years  of  age  when  this  sketch  is 
written,  and  has  already  established  himself  in  the 
affections  and  esteem  of  the  members  of  his  church. 
The  calling  of  a  minister  is  one  full  of  self-denials, 
and  to  serve  the  Master  rightly  and  lead  others  in 
the  narrow  paths  of  righteousness,  is  a  work  that 
calls  for  a  stout  heart  and  strong  faith,  and  both 
these  are  possessed  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  performs  whatever  he  finds  to  do  with  a  light 
heart  and  a  willing  hand,  and  the  courage  and  en- 
thusiasm he  displays  are  not  excelled  by  older 
ministers. 

Mr.  Hossfeld  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was 
born  in  Wiesenthal,  Province  of  Saxonj',  on  the 
6th  of  November,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  Nichols 
and  Kunignnde   (Lorey)   Hossfeld,  natives  of   the 


\       and 


same  Province.  Besides  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
they  have  four  children,  whose  names  are:  L.  Hoss- 
feld, who  is  a  farmer  and  lives  near  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Dora  H.,  wife  of  J.  Goebleh,  has  two  chil- 
dren, and  resides  in  the  old  country;  Barbara,  the 
wife  of  H.  Filler,  a  weaver  by  trade,  has  a  family 
of  three  children,  and  resides  in  Philadelphia;  An- 
nie is  unmarried,  and  lives  in  New  Jersey. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
principally  in  this  country.  He  attended  school  at 
Galena  and  Mendota,  111.,  and  was  ordained  a  min- 
ister of  the  Gospel  iu  1881,  at  Cairo,  111.  At  pres- 
ent he  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  both  the  German 
and  English  languages  at  Streator,  111.  In  addition 
to  this  occupation,  he  has  been  assigned  to  preach 
the  Gospel  in  Long  Point  Township,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  German  Evangelical  Church.  Early 
in  life  Mr.  Hossfeld  manifested  a  fondness  for 
books,  and  after  entering  school,  pursued  his  studies 
faithfully,  improving  all  his  opportunities,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  acquiring  a  liberal  education.  While  he 
is  yet  engaged  iu  teaching,  he  has  selected  for  his 
profession  in  life  that  of  the  ministry.  Thus  early 
in  life  there  are  indications  of  talent  which  will  dis- 
tinguish him  in  his  profession  in  after  life.  He  is 
a  more  than  ordinarj-  speaker,  and  a  cogent  reas- 
oner,  while  his  sermons  at  once  appeal  to  the  bet- 
ter sense  and  judgment  of  his  hearers.  He  has 
made  a  very  auspicious  beginning  in  his  career, 
and  the  future  undoul>tedl3'  has  great  things  in 
store  for  him. 

R.  CHARLES  WORTH  TALBOTT  is  a 
prominent  and  successful  physician  and  sur- 
geon of  Sannemin,  where  he  settled  iu 
1 883,  and  alth(  )ugh  his  residence  has  been 
comparatively  brief,  he  has  fully  established  himself 
in  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
He  is  a  close  and  intelligent  student,  and  by  dili- 
gent attention  to  his  calling  has  already  secured  a 
good  practice,  with  a  bi'ight  outlook  for  the  future. 
Dr.  Talljott  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  having  been  bom 
at  Decatur,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1851.  He  is 
a  son  of  Luther  and  Mary  (Rickord)  Talbott,  the 
father  having  been  a  native  of  Kentuckj',  and  the 
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mother  a  native  nf  A'ir.iiinia.  Init  who  wnc  both 
reared  in  the  vicinity  of  Siiriiiii'lielil.  111.  The  Doc- 
tor's paternal  am-otor^  were  of  Kniili>h  oriuiii.  and 
settled  in  Maryland  al>out  l.'iO  years  ago.  llis  [lar- 
ent>  moved  from  San>;amon  to  Macon  County, 
where  oiu'  suhject  was  liorn.  The  father  died  in 
ISTli,  and  the  mother  in  isst. 

t)nr  snh.ect  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  reached  man's  otate,  devoting  his  time  to 
assisting  in  tlic  worlc  of  the  farm  and  attending 
school.  He  received  u  gotxl,  thorough  I-^nglish  edu- 
cation, and  after  leaving  the  district  schools  attended 
for  a  time  the  Champaign  I'niversity.  The  follow- 
ing six  veal's  were  spent  in  Missouri  in  teaching 
school.  He  then  went  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  attended 
commercial  college,  and  after  completing  his  cimrse 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  English  department 
t>f  the  same  cuUege  for  the  following  two  years. 
At  the  age  of  thirty  yi^ar^  he  hegan  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Dr.  J.  L.  Connelly,  of  Ilai-ristown, 
lU.,  with  whcmi  he  remained  for  a  period  of  six 
months.  He  afterward  went  to  Owaneeo,  Christian 
Co..  111.,  wlieiv  for  one  year  lie  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  J.  vS.  C'.  Cnssins,  and  also  during  this  time 
attended  store  in  the  capacity  of  drug  clerk.  In  the 
fall  of  l.ssi  he  became  a  student  in  Rush  Medical 
College,  in  Chicago,  which  he  attended  for  three  suc- 
cessive tenns,  and  from  which  he  was  gradn.ated  with 
htmor  and  credit  in  the  spring  of  1  ss,!.  Immedi- 
ately after  leaving  Rush  Medical  College  he  con- 
eluded  to  locate  at  Saunemin,  which  he  then  consid- 
ered, and  now  knows,  to  l)e  a  good  location,  and 
began  the  practice  of  medicine.  By  strict  attention 
to  business,  courteous  manners,  and  intelligent  dis- 
pensation of  remeilics.  he  has  built  up  a  j)ractice 
second  to  no  other  ]iliy>irian  in  this  >ection  of  the 
county. 

On  the  Hth  of  March,  l«.s.;.  Dr.  Talbott  was  mar- 
ried to  Ella  F.  Horrie,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  who  was 
born  on  the  17th  of  Sei)teml)er,  18.")7,  and  is  the 
daughtei-  of  I>.ivid  and  Christie  (B.artleman)  Hor- 
rie. They  have  one  child.  nain('(l  Orville  W., 
born  on  the  1  :.'tli  of  .\ovcnibcr  1  ss;,.  Dr.  Talbott 
and  hi-  wife  aie  both  niinjbcr-  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cluu'ch.  and  take  an  active  |].irt  in  society 
matter^.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Sainicniin  Lodge. 
I.    O.    ().    I".,   and    i-    lining   tlie    po-itii f    -Jiuiioi' 


Past  Grand.  lie  is  at  present  serving  as  President 
of  the  ^'illage  Board  of  Trustees,  to  which  position 
he  was  elected  in  May.  IssT.  Dr.  Talbott  is  a  pro- 
gressive man  in  his  views,  and  joins  heartily  in  such 
enterjirises  as  will  advance  the  material  welfare  of 
Saunemin  Village  and  township. 

§'^~~^ "THOMAS  J.  METZ  stands  prominently  among 
^  the  young  men  of  Union  Township,  with 
evidently  a  bright  and  prosperous  future 
before  him.  His  beginning  in  life  is  most  auspic- 
ious, and  his  surroundings  at  home  could  hardly  be 
more  pleasant  than  they  now  are.  With  an  enter- 
prising and  energetic  nature,  he  is  cordially  sec- 
onded in  all  his  plans  and  undertakings  by  his  in- 
telligent and  estimable  young  wife,  a  charming 
lady  in  every  respect.  Mr.  INIetz,  who  has  chosen 
for  his  vocation  farming  and  the  growing  of  stock, 
is  eligibly  located  on  section  7,  Union  Township. 
He  was  liorn  in  this  township,  and  is  the  youngest 
in  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  Peter  and  An- 
geline  (Johnson)  Metz,  who  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  sketch  of  whose  lives  appears  in 
this  Album.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
on  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides,  and  his 
education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools, 
which  he  attended  regularly. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  1883,  when  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  Mr.  Metz  was  married  to 
Annie  B.  Almy,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island  on  the  9th  of  June,  1863,  the  second  of  three 
children  born  to  John  and  Ruth  A.  (Boyd)  Almy, 
natives  of  Rhode  Island,  who  also  came  to  Illinois 
in  1867.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  a  cari)enter  by  trade,  and  was  l)orn  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1810,  and  was 
killed  accidentally  at  New  Bremen,  Cook  Co.,  111., 
on  the  21st  of  April,  1887.  The  widow  now  re- 
sides with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Metz.  The  paternal 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Metz  were  Peter  and  Hannah 
(Coley)  Almy,  natives  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the 
maternal  grandparents  were  James  and  Mary  D. 
(Lake)  Boyd,  also  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  Im- 
mediately after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metz 
settled  on  a  part  of  the  home  farm,  Mr.    M.   erect-  ' 
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Ing  a  comfortable  residence  and  barn.  They  have 
been  blessed  with  one  child,  Aura  Y.,  born  on  the 
14th  of  July,  188,5.  Mr.  Metz  is  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  extensively,  his  specialties  being  Norman 
horses  and  Durham  cattle,  and  of  these  he  has 
raised  some  of  the  finest  specimens  produced  in 
Livingston  County.  He  does  not  take  an  active 
part  in  politics,  but  he  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metz  take  an  active  part  in 
all  society  interests  of  their  neighborhood,  and 
among  their  acquaintances  are  both  deservedly 
pojjular. 
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<i¥]AMES  H.  ODELL  is  one  of  Livingston 
County's  best,  most  enterprising  and  thor- 
ough-going farmers.  He  is  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  con- 
taining 342^  acres,  all  of  which  is  under-drained  and 
considered  to  be  worth  875  per  acre.  He  was  born 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  Nov.  23,  1825,  and  re- 
mained there  until  ten  or  twelve  years  of  age.  At 
that  time  his  father  moved  to  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  for  about  twenty-five  years. 
Young  Odell  worked  upon  the  farm  during  his  boy- 
hood days,  attending  school  during  the  winter 
months,  and  during  his  younger  manhood  devoted 
his  leisure  hours  to  study.  In  that  way  he  secured 
a  thorough  and  competent  education  in  the  leading 
branches.  He  may  justly  be  styled  a  self-made 
man,  and  deserves,  as  all  such  men  do,  the  highest 
commendation  for  what  they  have  accomplished. 
Mr.  Odell  removed  to  Livingston  Count}-  and 
located  in  Indian  Grove  Township  in  October,  1862. 
At  the  time  he  had  but  little  means,  and  went  to 
work  on  a  rented  farm  which  he  held  for  three 
years.  During  that  time  he  had  been  successful  in 
raising  good  crops,  and  the  excellent  prices  of  that 
day  enabled  him  to  accumulate  sufficient  means  to 
purchase  120  acres  and  make  a  small  payment  on 
it.  By  his  prudence,  economy  and  industry,  as 
well  as  a  close  application  to  business,  he  has  been 
prospered  to  that  extent  that  at  the  present  writing 
he  is  the  owner  of  over  a  half  section  of  laud, 
comprising  one  of  the  most  beautiful  farms  in  the 
county.  In  1876  he  erected  a  splendid  farm  resi- 
<■  


dence,  at  a  cost  of  over  $3,000,  and  which  has  been 
regarded  by  others  as  a  good  model  farm  dwelling. 
From  three  to  five  months  during  the  winter  sea- 
sons, for  a  number  of  3'ears  after  coming  to  Illinois, 
Mr.  Odell  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  hi 
this  occupation  as  one  might  expect,  he  was  unusu- 
ally successful. 

We  will  now  revert  briefly  to  the  pai'ents  of 
our  subject,  who  were  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Kil- 
kore)  Odell,  natives  of  New  York  and  Virginia  re- 
spectively. The  former  was  born  Dec.  20,  1800, 
in  Westchester  Count}',  and  died  May  10,  1866,  in 
his  native  State.  The  mother  was  born  in  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  Sept.  10,  1805,  and  died  Aug.  10,  1861, 
in  the  Empire  State.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children.  The  names  of  those  living  are  James  H., 
John,  Washington  E.,  Harriet,  Sarah,  Maria  and 
Mary  Jane.  The  names  of  the  deceased  are  Eliza- 
beth, Peter,  Jr.,  and  George. 

James  H.  Odell  was  married.  May  25,  1848,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  to  Miss  Jlary  Straight. 
This  lady  was  born  in  that  State  June  21, 1827,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  A.  P.  and  Philena  Straight,  both 
of  whom  were  also  natives  of  New  York,  but  are 
now  residing  at  Fairbury,  111.,  at  the  advanced  ages 
of  eight^'-four  years.  • 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Odell  seven  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  Edmund  L.,  the  eldest,  died  of  brain 
fever  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and  six  months; 
Philena  E.,  now  Mrs.  Miller  A.  Bailey,  resides  at 
Fairbury ;  Lucena  M.  is  the  wife  of  T.  D.  Johnson, 
a  farmer;  Levi  J.  was  married  to  Naomi  McKay,  at 
Decatur,  111.,  and  is  now  living  at  L.ake  Geneva, 
Wis.;  he  is  of  an  ingenious  turn  of  mind,  and  has 
invented  several  check-rowers  for  dropping  and 
checking  corn,  one  of  which  proved  very  success- 
ful, and  is  now  on  the  market  and  in  general  use. 
He  also  has  invented  a  corn-planter,  which  is 
now  on  the  market,  and  is  giving  entire  satis- 
faction wherever  used.  His  latest  invention  is  a 
type-writer,  for  which  he  has  secured  a  patent, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  its  manufacture  at  Lake 
Geneva.  Jerome  A.,  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
married  Miss  Ophelia  Earnhart,  daughter  of  F.  J. 
Earnhart,  of  Fairbury;  he  is  engaged  as  a  traveling 
salesman.  Charles  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  type-writers  at  Lake  Geneva,  married 
.^^ 


-4» 


■^^ 


-•►-■^^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


Miss  Eflie  ^rright,  daughter  of  James  L.  Wright, 
of  Fairbury;  Frank  E..  who  is  also  engaged  in  mak- 
ing type-writers  at  Lake  Geneva,  selected  for  his 
wife  Miss  Lizzie  Teuipleton.  daughter  of  John  Teni- 
pleton.  of  Windsor,  111. 

Mr.  Odell  was  a  member  of  the  Free-AVill  Baptist 
Church  at  Fairbury  while  it  continued  its  organiza- 
ti<.«n.  and  was  a  zealous  worker  and  served  as  Super- 
iutendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for  several  years. 
He  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  and  is  still  a 
Director  of  the  Fairbury  Union  Agricultural  Board. 
He  has  also  been  selected  to  fill  various  official  [po- 
sitions of  his  township.  He  is  somewhat  independ- 
ent in  his  political  views,  and  aims  to  vote  for  the 
V>est  man  in  the  place  irrespective  of  parties,  but  at 
the  present  time  his  principles  are  Democratic. 

In  presenting,  the  portraits  i>f  leading  men  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  countj'  none  are  more  worthy 
to  be  included  in  this  class  than  Mr.  James  H. 
Odell.  of  Indian  Grove  Township.  By  his  own  in- 
herent force  of  character  and  business  tact,  he  has 
not  only  accumulated  a  handsome  property,  reaied 
a  large  family,  giving  them  unusual  advantages, 
but  h.as  made  for  himself  a  name  that  in  itself  is  of 
more  value  than  his  broad  and  fertile  acres.  It  is 
to  the  class  of  men  to  which  he  belongs  that  not 
only  hiscommuuit}'  but  the  entire  State  of  Illinois 
owes  so  much  for  the  advanced  position  it  occupies 
to-daj'  among  the  great  States  of  the  nation.  We 
are  not  only  pleased  to  present  the  portrait  of  ]Mr. 
Odell  in  connection  with  this  sketch,  but  give  also 
a  view  of  lii>  iiomestead  in  another  part  of  the 
Ai.isi:m. 


>*  1»ILLIAM  T.  WATTS.  The  State  of  Indi- 
\/-J//  ana  has  furnislied  many  excellent  citizens 
y^  to  Livingston  County,  among  whom  is  the 
subject  of  this  biography,  who  came  from  his  native 
town  of  Evansville  about  18.01,  and  determined  to 
trj'the  exjieriment  of  cultivating  prairie  soil.  The 
result  iia.s  been  quite  satisfactory,  as  from  a  iinni- 
ble  beginning,  without  means,  he  has  accumulated  a 
comfortable  property,  consisting  of  a  good  farm  of 
eighty  acre.-,  with  substantial  buildings,  a  fair  as- 
iortment  of  live  stock,  and  the  machinery  required 
to  carry  on  agriculture  .'successfully,     liesides  this. 


he  has  a  farm   of  143  acres  near  Siblej',  in  Osceola 
Count}-,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Watts  was  born  on  the  4th  of  Jnlj",  1851, 
and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Harriet  (Seybrook) 
Watts,  who  were  natives  of  England.  They  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  early  j-outh,  and  were  reared  and 
married  in  Indiana,  where  they  remained  until  their 
son,  William  T.,  was  five  or  six  years  of  age.  Upon 
coming  to  Illinois  they  took  uptlieir  residence  first 
in  Jlarshall  County,  of  which  they  were  among  the 
earliest  pioneers.  Upon  coming  to  this  county, 
they  had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom 
are  now  living,  with  the  exception  of  George,  who 
died  in  infancy.  There  was  afterward  born  one 
more,  Charles  H.,  who  is  occupied  as  a  laborer  at 
Forest.  William  T.,  our  suljject,  was  the  second 
child;  Albert  D.  is  farming  in  Union  Township, 
this  county;  Sarah  R.  is  the  wife  of  William  Dally, 
of  Union  Township;  Susan  E.  married  Jolin  Shep- 
herd, of  Owego  Township;  Charlotte  A.  is  the  wife 
of  Michael  Chesebro,  of  Saunemin  Township;  Hat- 
tie,  Mrs.  John  Moulds,  lives  in  Nebraska  Township; 
Evaline  M.,  Mrs.  William  Moulds,  and  John  S.,  are 
both  residents  of  Saunemin  Township;  Herbert  L. 
and  !Mary  remain  at  home  with  their  parents.  The 
latter  are  worthy  and  consistent  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  in  which  the  father  has  served  as 
Elder  for  a  number  of  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  his  native  county,  and  received  a  common-school 
education.  Early  in  life  he  became  familiar  with 
farm  pursuits,  which  he  chose  for  his  vocation,  and 
on  the  17th  of  December,  1875,  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Frances  B.  Kelly,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Trumbull  Countj'  July  10,  1857.  Her 
father  is  deceased.     Her  mother  is  living  in  Saune- 

j  miu  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVatts  have  four  sons 
— Norman  A.,  William  R.,  Harry  F.  and  Ernest  D. 
The  property  of  Mr.  Watts  includes  eighty  acres 
of  valuable  land  on  section  35,  in  Saunemin  Town- 
ship, and  143  acres  in  Osceola  County,  Iowa.  He 
h.asbeen  quite  prominent  in  public  affairs,  and  since 
becoming  a  voter  has  given  his  support  to  Repub- 
lican principles.  He  has  never  been  inclined 
to  accept  office,  although  frequently  solicited  by 
liis  townsmen  to  do  .so.     He,   however,  consented 

1    to  serve  as  a  delegate  from  Saunemin  Township  to 
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the  Republican  County  Convention,  in  1886;  in 
1883  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Town  Collector; 
upon  these  occasions  he  performed  his  duties  con- 
scientiously, and  received  the  approval  of  his  party. 
Both  he  and  his  excellent  lady  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  he  is 
Deacon  and  Secretary,  and  thej'  are  held  in  the  high- 
est respect  and  esteem  by  their  neighbors  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

FREDERICK  EISELE.  The  prairies  of  Illi- 
nois afford  a  great  inducement  to  the  emi- 
grants to  this  country,  and  it  is  no  wonder 
that  upon  their  arrival  at  New  York  they  went 
directly  to  that  region  of  which  they  had  heard  so 
much  through  friends  or  relatives  who  preceded 
them  to  the  New  World.  To  the  sturdy  German 
element  of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  good 
representative,  Illinois  is  much  indebted  for  the 
substantial  improvements  which  have  been  made 
within  her  borders.  They  came  to  our  shores 
through  no  idle  love  of  adventure  and  curiosity, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  securing  homes  where  the}' 
might  live  and  rear  families  free  from  the  rigorous 
and  exacting  laws  of  the  old  countries.  With  this 
end  in  view,  they  began  earnestly  in  the  work  im- 
mediately upon  their  arrival,  and  generally  suc- 
ceeded, soon  learning  that  American  citizenship  is 
as  dear  to  the  foreign  born  as  to  the  native  Ameri- 
can. 

Mr.  Eisele  is  a  farmer  in  Pontiac  Township,  his 
farm  being  located  on  section  30.  He  is  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  was  born  on  the  15th  of  March,  1831, 
his  parents  being  Casper  and  Catherine  Eisele,  who 
had  eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  living — Wen- 
dell, Rudolph  and  Frederick.  Before  coming  to 
this  country,  Mr.  Eisele  received  a  good  education 
in  his  native  langu.ige,  which  enabled  him  the  more 
readily  to  master  the  English  language  upon  his  ar- 
rival in  this  country.  In  1854  he  immigrated  to 
America,  taking  passage  at  Havre,  and  after  a  voy- 
age which  lasted  ft)rt3'  days,  landed  safely  in  New 
York. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1871,  Mr.  E.  was  married  to 
Louisa  Hock,  who  was  born  on  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1842,  in  German}',  and   is  the  daughter  of 


John  and  Louisa  Hock.  She  canae  to  the  United 
States  in  1866.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eisele  have  been 
born  four  children:  Frederick,  upon  the  20th  of 
April,  1873;  Rosa,  upon  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1874;  Catherine,  Oct.  21,  1876;  and  Louisa, 
on  the  15th  of  March,  1879.  The  farm  of  Mr. 
Eisele,  on  which  he  located  in  1881,  consists  of  160 
acres.  It  is  composed  of  good  land,  and  he  is 
rapidly  developing  it  by  drainage,  and  method- 
ical cultivation.  Considering  all  the  circumstances 
which  have  surrounded  him  since  arriving  in 
this  country,  he  has  been  very  successful.  Com- 
mencing without  anything,  he  has  accumulated,  be- 
sides his  farm,  considerable  stock  which  is  valuable, 
and  his  prospects  for  the  future  are  very  bright. 


<^  LPHONSO  (].  NORTON,  attorney  and  loan 
(M0|    broker  at  Pontiac,  passed  his  childhood  and 

///  I&  youth  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Living- 
^  ston  County,  where  his  birth   took   place 

April  18,  1859.  He  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Eben  and 
Phebe  (Cain)  Norton,  natives  of  Maine.  His  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Samuel  B.  Norton,  was  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  and  came  to  Illinois  during  the 
early  settlement  of  this  county,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  graduate  of  Cin- 
cinnati (Ohio)  Elclectic  College,  where  he  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  1850,  and  commenced  practice 
at  Mainville,  that  State.  He  was  subsequently 
married,  in  1854,  at  the  same  place,  and  a  few 
months  later  came  with  his  bride  to  this  county, 
where  he  entered  upon  a  long  and  successful  career, 
which  he  followed  as  a  practitioner  until  1885. 
The  parental  household  included  but  tlnee  children 
— Joel  H.,  Alphonso  C.  and  Eben  D. 

Our  subject  attended  school  until  twelve  years 
of  age  in  the  country  districts.  The  year  follow- 
ing he  was  sent  to  Onarga  for  the  pui-pose  of  enter- 
ing Grand  Prairie  Seminary,  where  he  pursued  his 
studies  two  years.  Afterward  he  engaged  as  clerk 
in  a  drug-store  at  Cornell,  this  county,  where  he 
was  occupied  several  years.  In  the  meantime  he 
had  determined  upon  his  future  career,  and  in  1877 
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entered  the  Ann  Arbor  Law  School,  fixmi  which  he 
wa.-i  graduated  two  years  later.  He  then  came  to 
Poutiac  and  read  law  under  the  instruction  of 
Judge  Payson  one  year,  and  in  September,  1880, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  commenced  practice 
in  Pontiac.  He  has  been  a  close  student,  an  ex- 
tensive reader,  and  is  ambitious  to  excel. 

Mr.  Norton  was  married,  March  17,  1887,  to 
Miss  Anna  Sims,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  W.  S.  and 
Salina  A.  (Strong)  Sims,  natives  of  Indiana,  and 
residents  of  this  county  many  years.  Mr.  Norton 
is  a  pronounced  Democrat,  and  his  friends  predict 
for  him  a  successful  career. 


'TEKEMIAII  AMMONS.  a  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Reading  Township,  owns  seventy- 
three  acres  of  good  land  on  section  31,  to 
which  he  came  in  the  spring  of  1884.  He 
is  spoken  of  as  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zen, honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings,  prudent 
and  industrious,  and  one  who  has  built  up  one  of  the 
most  comfortable  homes  in  the  township.  He  has 
g<»od  buildings  and  other  improvements,  aud  his 
accumulations  are  the  result  of  his  own  industry, 
as  he  commenced  life  without  means  and  wholl^v 
dependent  on  his  own  resources. 

Mr.  Ammons  was  born  in  Greene,  the  extreme 
southwestern  countj'  of  Pennsylvania,  in  18.31,  at 
the  iiomestead  of  his  parents,  George  and  Sarah 
(Wright)  Ammons,  who  w-ere  also  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State.  The  father  followed  farming  his 
entire  life,  spending  his  early  years  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  later  emigrating  to  Illinois.  After  his 
arrival  upoii  prairie  soil,  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  in  Bureau  County,  and  entered  upon  its  culti- 
vation and  improvement,  but  his  hopes  and  those 
of  his  family  were  cut  short  by  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  a  year  later,  in  December,  1857. 
The  mother  continued  a  lesident  of  that  county, 
where  her  death  took  place  in  Apiil,  1883,  after 
she  had  reached  the  a<lvanced  age  of  ninety-three 
years.  The  parents  early  in  life  identified  them- 
selves  with    the    Methodist   Episcopal   Church,  in 
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whose  doctrines  they  conscientiously  reared  their 
children,  and  in  the  faith  of  which  they  were  sus- 
tained through  the  trials  of  life  and  in  the  hour 
when  they  were  called  hence. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
fourteen  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  living. 
Solomon,  the  <.'ldest  son,  is  farming  in  Reading 
Township,  this  count3%  and  is  the  father  of  ten 
children,  five  deceased :  Joshua  is  carrying  on 
farming  in  Bureau  County;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Richard  Anderson,  a  resident  of  Bureau  County; 
they  had  twelve  children,  of  whom  all  are  living 
but  two;  Hannie  was  married  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
died  there  some  j'ears  ago;  David  is  farming  in 
Greene  County,  Pa. ;  Susan  is  living  in  Iowa,  and 
is  the  wife  of  August  Adrian,  and  the  mother  of 
one  child,  a  son;  Sarah  was  married  to  Jeremiah 
Wright,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania;  Amy,  when  a 
child  eight  years  of  age,  came  to  her  death  by  be- 
ing burned,  her  clothing  having  caught  fire  from 
an  open  fireplace;  George  is  farming  in  Allen 
County,  Kan.;  Jeremiah,  our  subject,  was  the  tenth 
child;  Daniel  died  in  Bureau,  in  December,  1869, 
when  about  thirty-six  j^ears  of  age;  Elizabeth  is 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Demaranville,  of  Kansas,  aud  the 
mother  of  a  large  family;  Alfred  is  unmarried  and 
farming  in  Bureau  County;  Emeline  is  the  wife  of 
Oliver  Wright,  a  carpenter  of  Bureau   County. 

Upon  leaving  home  our  subject  entered  the 
employ  of  a  farmer  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
staid  five  3'ears,  receiving  the  meager  compensation 
of  seventy-five  cents  per  month.  After  reaching 
his  thirty-fifth  birthday,  and  while  a  resident  of 
Bureau,  he  was  united  in  marriage,  Aug.  19,  1862, 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Rinehart,  who  was  born  Oct. 
5,  1845.  Mrs.  A.  is  the  daughter  of  Simon  and 
C'aroline  (Pettitt)  Rinehart,  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Her  father  was  born  in  Greene  Countj',  Jan. 
9,  1820,  and  departed  this  life  in  Bureau  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1866.  His  wife  Caroline  was  born  Sept. 
24,  1824,   and    they  were  married  Nov.  11,  1841. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rinehart  are  men- 
tioned as  follows:  Nathaniel  died  when  a  boy  nine 
years  of  age;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  our  sul)ject, 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1845;  Elijah  is  married,  has  five 
children,  and  resides  in  Bureau;  Thomas  died  when 
not  quite  five  years  of  age;     Charles  Greely,   who 
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is  farming  in  Allen  County,  Kan.,  lost  his  wife  in 
February,  1887;  he  has  three  sons.  Mrs.  Rine- 
hart,  after  the  death  of  her  flist  husband,  was  mar- 
ried in  February,  1887,  to  Geoige  Ammons,  the 
brother  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Jeremiah  Ammons,  after  their 
marriage,  settled  in  Bureau  County,  and  number  in 
their  household  circle  four  children:  Winslow  S. 
was  born  Nov.  17,  18G3,  and  lives  at  home;  Rena 
M.  was  born  June  23,  1867;  AVillis,  born  Sept.  3, 
1869,  died  March  18,  1871,  in  Bureau  County ; 
Wilbur  was  born  Feb.  22,  1874,  and  died  August 
12  following.  Rena,  who  is  an  intelligent  and 
accomplished  young  lady,  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  united  in  marriage,  Nov.  16,  1887,  with  C.  D. 
Hart,  of  Livingston  CountJ^ 

Mr.  Ammons  during  the  late  war,  enlisted  from 
Bureau  County,  in  Company  E,  'J3d  Illinois  In- 
fantry, serving  eighteen  months.  He  participated  in 
many  important  engagements,  including  the  fight 
at  Jacksonville,  Miss.,  Champion  Hills,  and  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg.  In  the  latter 
conflict  he  received  a  wound  in  the  right  side  from 
a  musket,  from  which  he  suffered  greatly,  and 
which  was  tlie  occasion  flnallj'  of  his  discharge,  at 
which  time  he  was  also  afflicted  with  malaria.  He 
now  receives  a  pension  from  the  Government.  He 
knows  all  about  the  hardships  of  life  in  the  arm}', 
and  endured  bravely  with  his  comrades  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  war. 
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f/OHN  F.  STANFORD,  dealer  in  coal  and  ag- 
ricultural implements,  and  occupying  a 
prominent  position  among  the  business  men 
(^^J/i  of  Chatsworth,  is  comparatively  young  in 
years,  but  possesses  good  business  capacities,  and 
for  a  long  period  has  been  established  on  a  firm 
basis,  both  socially  and  financially.  His  entire  life 
has  been  spent  on  prairie  soil,  as  he  is  a  native  of 
this  State,  and  was  born  near  Tonica,  LaSalle 
County,  Feb.  10,  18r)0. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  oiu'  subject,  who  it 
is  supposed  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  located 
in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  about  1801.  He  was 
there  married  and  reared  a  family,  among  his  sons 


lieing  Emery,  who  was  born  in  1812,  and  in  due 
time  became  the  father  of  oui-  subject.  Emery 
Stanford  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  but  subse- 
quently learned  the  trade  of  mason  and  builder, 
which  he  followed  until  1850,  when  he  took  up 
farming  pursuits.  He  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Emily  Cantine,  who  became  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  and  departed  this  life  about  1837.  This 
daughter,  Susan  M.  by  name,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Heniy  Loomis,  and  resides  in  Homer,  Neb. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  in  1838,  migrated  to 
Illinois  which  was  then  the  far  West,  and  settled  in 
the  village  of  Lowell,  where  he  followed  his  chosen 
vocation,  and  four  years  later,  in  1842,  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Marj'  Elliott,  a  native  of 
Waterloo,  N.  Y.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
five  children,  and  the  mother  departed  this  life  at 
her  home  in  LaSalle  County,  in  1856.  The  family 
record  is  as  follows :  Russell  E.  is  engaged  in 
farming  at  Tonica;  Lueiau  j'ielded  up  his  life  as  a 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  his  country  during  the  late 
war,  having  enlisted  in  Compan}'  B,  104th  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  at  the  battle  of  Hartsville.  Tenn., 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  died  at  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  in  1863;  Sarah  M.,  the  wife  of  J.  S.  Hall,  is 
a  resident  of  Vermilion  County;  John  F.,  of  our 
sketch,  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth ;  Jacob  E. 
died  in  1873,  at  home,  when  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  The  elder  Stanford  in  1850  removed 
to  a  farm  near  Tonica,  where,  amid  the  quiet  sur- 
roundings of  a  country  life,  he  passed  his  declining 
years  peacefullj,  and  rested  from  his  labors  in  1885. 
The  estate  which  he  left  to  his  children  was  valued 
at  $40,000.  Besides  his  fine  capacities  as  a  busi- 
ness man,  he  had  been  a  valued  member  of  society 
and  was  an  active  Christian,  and  for  many  years 
connected  with  the  Congregational  Church.-  He 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party  upon 
its  organization,  and  subsequently  became  a  strong 
Abolitionist. 

John  F.  Stanford  spent  his  childhood  and  youth 
amid  the  scenes  of  country  life,  and  pursued  his 
early  studies  in  the  district  schools.  He  was  only 
six  years  of  age  when  he  was  deprived  of  the  affec- 
tionate care  of  his  mother,  by  death,  but  remained 
with  his  father  until  attaining  his  majority.  Upon 
starting  out  for  himself,  he  located  upon  a  tract  of 
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land  near  Chatswoith.  where  he  cultivated  the  soil 
three  years  with  partial  success,  then  returned  to 
I^iSalle  County  and  followed  farming  four  years. 
lu  1878  he  returned  to  Livingston  Couuti",  and 
ag.iin  took  up  farming  near  Chatsworth,  in  which 
venture  he  met  with  success,  and  three  years  later 
purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  20  in  Chatsworth 
Township,  which  he  cultivated  until  188fi.  He 
then  removed  to  the  village,  and  established  him- 
self at  his  present  business.  He  still  retains  owner- 
ship of  his  farm,  and  his  family  reside  in  Chats- 
worth. 

Mr.  .Stanford,  un  the  10th  of  June,  1875,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie  A.  Hine,  who 
was  born  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  William  E.  and  Marj'  C.  (Robinson) 
Hine,  who  removed  from  Ohio  in  1864,  and  settled 
in  Livingston  Count}-.  Of  this  union  there  is  one 
child,  a  >oii,  William  E.,  born  May  10,  1882. 


jF^  AMILTON  DkMOSS,  deceased,  journeyed 
'r*'^^  from  his  native  State  of  Ohio  to  the  AVest 
VvJ^  more  than  thirty-five  years  ago,  locating  first 
f^)  "''^^'  '''■'^  I'arents  in  Indiana  and  coming 
thence  a  few  years  later  to  this  county,  during  its 
early  settlement.  He  contributed  his  full  quota 
toward  the  development  of  its  resources,  and  is 
kindly  rememliered  by  the  citizens  of  Owego  Town- 
ship as  one  of  its  most  woi-lliy  and  valued  residents. 
He  was  born  in  Highland  County.  Oliio.  Aug.  11, 
1828,  and  dei)aited  this  life  at  liis  lionic  in  Owego 
Townshij),  Jan.  4,  1874. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James  and  Mar- 
garet DeMoss,  natives  of  Obio.  and  long  since  dead 
He  was  reared  to  manhocul  iniili)-  the  ])arental  roof 
receiving  a  fair  eilueation  at  llie  di-tiict  scliool,  and 
was  first  married.  M.iy  Is.  |si.', l,  to  Miss  Rebecca 
Carson.  Of  tin's  union  tlieic  were  liorn  -cNcial  <-bil- 
dren.  all  now  decea-eil.  .■ind  the  niollicr  <lic(l  icn 
ycjirs  after  her  niarri.-ige.  In  1801.  Mr.  iJcMoss  wae 
a  s«'Cond  time  married  No\ .  1."),  1803,  to  Mrs.  Mary 
I  E.  (Reynolds)  Coulter,  daughter  of  John  and  Catlie- 
I  rine  Reynolds,  and  wirlow  of  John  (  onilei-.  a  native 
•  of  Ohio,  and  later  .-i  resident  of  tlii-  coiuilv.     Mr. 


Coulter  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  anny,  where 
he  contracted  a  talal  illness  and  died  in  camj)  at 
Corinth,  June  14.  1861.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  became 
the  parents  of  one  child  only,  a  son,  Emmet  A.,  who 
is  now  living  at  home  with  his  muther.  To  Hamil- 
ton and  Mary  E.  DeMoss  there  were  bom  five  chil- 
dren :  Pinkie,  the  wife  of  J.  E.  Troy,  of  Nebraska ; 
Rose  married  Eugene  Brace,  <  if  Pontiac :  Leander, 
Harry  B.  and  Hamilton  are  at  home  with  their 
mother.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  DeMoss  were  John 
and  Catherine  (Shreves)  Reynolds,  wlm  were  natives 
of  Ohio,  and  came  to  the  AVest  during  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Livingston  County,  locating  in  Amit\' 
To^niship,  where  the  decease  of  both  occurred  not 
many  years  afterward. 

Mr.  DeMoss  eUjOyed  in  a  marked  degree  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  oc- 
cupied the  various  offices  of  Owego  Town,ship,  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  conscientious 
care.  He  settled  here  about  1854,  taking  up  a  tract 
of  raw  pi-airie  land  on  section  34,  where  in  conmiou 
with  the  people  of  that  day,  he  labored  early  and 
late,  tilling  the  soil  and  bringing  the  land  tf)  a  good 
state  of  cultivati(m.  The  comfortable  homestead 
now  occupied  by  his  widow  gives  ample  evidence  of 
the  persistenc'c  witli  which  he  labored,  and  remains  a 
silent  Init  forcible  witness  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
performed  his  duties  as  a  husband  and  father.  Ik- 
was  public-spirited  and  liberal,  and  a  substantial 
supporter  of  those  measures  calculated  to  build  up 
the  community  and  benefit  it  morally  and  educa- 
tionally. Mrs.  DeMoss  was  always  the  cheerful  as- 
sistant of  her  husband  in  bis  worthy  efforts  in  life, 
and  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
jial  Church. 

eE.  LPvGG.  One  of  the  self-made  youna' 
men,  who  have  successfully  reached  that 
point  in  life  where  they  can  feel  that  they 
are  safe  for  the  future,  so  far  as  the  material  affairs 
of  this  world  are  concerned,  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  is  the  agent  .and  manager  of  the  State 
Reform  School  shoe  factory,  which  manufactures 
women's  and  misses'  shoes. 

Mr.  Legg  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  \< .  A'a., 
and  was  born  on  the  8th  of  Novemlier,  1856.     He  is 
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the  son  of  Jesse  and  Catherine  (Johnson)  Legg,  of 
Virginia.  The  father  of  Jesse  was  Jaines,  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  spent  iiis  life  engaged  in  farming. 
The  fatlier  of  Catherine  Johnson  was  Jacobi  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia,  who  left  tliat  State  in  1856  and 
came  to  Illinois,  where  he  settled,  and  engaged  in 
farming  near  Blooniington,  McLean  Connty,  until 
his  death  in  1875.  Jesse  Legg  came  to  Illinois  in 
1857  and  lived  one  jcar  in  McLean  Connt^',  when 
he  came  to  Livingston  Count}'  and  settled  in  Rooli's 
Creek  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until 
1869,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Southwestern 
Missouri,  where  he  is  now  living,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. The  mother  died  in  Rook's  Creek  Township 
in  18()7.  They  had  a  family  of  eight  oliildren, 
seven  of  whom  are  living:  William,  of  Kansas; 
Edna,  Mrs.  John  Sellman,  of  Kansas;  Allen  T.,  of 
Chicago;  Ellen,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Husted,  of  Missouri;  C. 
E. ;  Achalis,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  Martha,  of 
McLean  Count}'. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Legg  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  a 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  obtaining  a  practical  education.  Mis  first 
employment  in  a  business  capacity  was  as  a  clerk 
in  a  boot  and  shoe  store  at  Pontiac,  where  he  re- 
mained four  years,  and  then  engaged  in  the  same 
business  on  his  own  account  at  Pontiac  for  tvvo 
years.  He  then  became  a  traveler  on  the  road  as  a 
salesman  for  R.  P.  Smith  &  Son,  of  Blooraington, 
and  served  in  this  capacitj'  for  two  years,  when  he 
purchased  the  Reform  School  shoe  factory  in  part- 
nership with  D.  M.  Lyon,  and  conducted  it  for  one 
year;  at  the  end  of  that  time  R.  P.  Smith  &  Son 
and  Mr.  Legg  took  a  five  j'ears'  contract  to  man- 
age the  Reform  School  boot  and  shoe  factor}',  and 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1887,  when  this  contract  expired 
sold  their  plant  to  the  State.  Mr.  Legg  was  then 
employed  by  the  State  to  assume  the  management 
of  the  institution  and  dispose  of  its  product,  which 
he  is  doing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  powers  that  be. 

Mr.  Legg  is  connected  in  a  proprietary  way 
with  a  retail  boot  and  shoe  store  at  Marshalltown, 
Iowa,  and  one  at  El  Paso,  111.,  while  he  is  a  Di- 
rector in  the  Loan  and  Building  Association  of 
Pontiac,  and  has  interested  himself  considerably  in 
Kansas  lands. 

Our  subject  was  married  in    1883  to  Miss  Nellie 


Gray,  daughter  of  G-.  B.  and  Martha  (Boynton) 
Oray,  natives  of  New  York.  They  have  one 
child,  a  daughter,  named  Martha  H.  Mr.  Legg's 
-political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican  party, 
lie  and  his  estimable  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  Superintendent  of  the 
Sabbatli-school.  They  occupy  a  very  comfortable 
and  handsome  residence  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Vermilion  River.  Mr.  Legg  is  peculiarly  of  a 
social  disposition,  and  this  trait  of  his  character  has 
won  for  him  many  warm  friends. 


itejLfi/®^®^ 


"^■Si/^rSclty' 


^1 OSEPH  KUNTZ.  Among  the  sturdy  and 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Fayette  Township  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  18. 
He  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  born  in  Ba- 
varia July  IG,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Michael 
and  Barbara  (Roch)  Kuntz,  who  were  farmers  in 
the  old  country,  and  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
The  family  of  which  our  subject  was  a  member 
consisted  of  three  boys  and  two  girls,  whose  names 
were:  Jacob,  Fred,  Joseph,  Magdalena  and  Bar- 
bara. Our  subject  began  life  for  himself,  in  this 
country,  in  1865,  by  first  engaging  in  farming  in 
Tazewell  County,  111.,  where  he  remained  until  he 
located  in  Livingston  Connty,  which  was  in  1867. 
In  that  year  he  came  to  Fayette  Township  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  section  18,  to  which 
he  has  added  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns 
560  acres.  On  this  farm  Mr.  Kuntz  has  placed 
excellent  improvements,  including  houses,  barns, 
fences  and  ditches.  His  farming  and  stock  opera- 
lions  are  carried  on  extensively  and  so  managed  as 
to  prove  very  remunerative. 

Mr.  Kuntz  was  married,  April  7,  1856,  to  Miss 
Barbara  Meister,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  was 
born  Sept.  17,  1837.  Nine  children  have  blessed 
this  union,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Peter, 
Joseph,  Henry,  Albert,  John,  Mary,  Susan,  Kittie 
and  Rosa.  Five  of  these  are  married,  namely:  Pe- 
ter, who  married  Elizabeth  Garboge,  a  lady  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  but  reared  and  educated  in  the 
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city  of  Chicago;  the}'  have  four  children,  named 
Joseph,  William,  Hermann  and  Clara  Catherine. 
Joseph,  who  married  Elizabeth  Kanauer,  and  is 
located  in  Ford  County,  111. ;  he  has  one  boy  named 
Frankie.  Henry,  who  married  Emma  Friday,  a 
native  of  Chicago,  and  the3'  live  in  McLean  County, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  farming.  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Joseph  Benway,  and  they  have  two  children, 
named  Albert  and  Charlie;  thej-  are  located  in 
Ford  County".  111.,  and  engaged  in  farming.  Susan, 
who  married  Henry  Witzburger,  and  they  have 
one  child  named  Stella;  they  reside  in  Fayette 
Township,  and  are  engaged  in  farming.  The  other 
children  of  the  familj'  are  j-et  unmarried,  and  are 
living  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Kuntz  and 
his  familj-  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to 
which  they  are  verj-  much  devoted.  His  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his 
interest  in  that  organization  is  evidenced  by  his 
regul.irly  voting  the  ticket.  He  has  been  Road 
Commissioner  for  two  terms  and  School  Director 
for  District  No.  2  for  two  terms. 

Mr.  Kuntz'  farm  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
county,  and  his  operations  are  about  as  extensive 
as  those  of  any  citizen  of  Fayette  Township.  His 
business  methods  are  correct  and  in  his  transactions 
he  is  prompt  and  reliable.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  a  view  of  his  place  in  connection  with 
this  sketch. 

^^j  HAKLES  F.  WOODBURN,  one  of  the  most 
(l(  prosperous  and  prominent  farmers  of  Forest 

^^0  Township,  is  the  owner  of  2.57  acres  on  sec- 
tion.s  1  and  2,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
provided  with  a  substantial  residence  and  other 
convenient  farm  buildings.  He  is  a  descendant  of 
excellent  Pennsylvania  stock,  and  was  himself  born 
in  Cumberland  County-,  that  State,  Sept.  20,  1837. 
His  early  home  was  located  near  the  .small  village  of 
Stoughstown,  and  his  parents  were  William  S.  and 
.Sarah  (Ma.xwell)  Woodbiirn,  also  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State. 

Our  subject  when  a  child  three  years  of  age  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Morrow  County,  which  had 
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formerly  been  a  part  of  Richland  Copnty,  in  North- 
ern Ohio,  where  they  opened  up  a  smtill  farm  in  the 
woods  and  resided  for  a  period  of  twenty  j'ears. 
In  1857,  deciding  upon  a  removal  to  the  farther 
West,  they  set  out  with  teams,  and  after  reaching 
this  St,ate,  located  first  in  Marshall  County.  Not 
being  quite  satisfied  with  his  prospects  in  that  sec- 
tion, the  elder  Woodburn  only  remained  there  a 
year,  going  the  following  spring  into  Woodford 
Count}',  where  he  farmed  on  rented  land  for  four 
years,  and  then  located  on  a  tract  which  the  father 
had  previousl}'  purchased,  on  section  24,  in  Linn 
Township.  This  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railroad  Company,  and  comprised  the 
west  half  of  the  section.  Young  Woodburn  assisted 
his  father  in  cultivating  the  soil,  and  making  im- 
provements, and  they  remained  there  until  the 
spring  of  1871.  They  then  sold  out  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  the  town  of  Weston,  McLean 
County,  where  the  death  of  the  father  occurred  in 
June,  1872. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  after  becoming  a 
widow,  returned  to  Pennsylvania  on  a  visit,  and 
then  conung  back  to  Woodford  County,  this  State, 
spent  the  remainder  of  her  life  at  the  old  home- 
stead there,  her  death  taking  place  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1873.  The  parental  household  included  eight 
children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  The 
youngest  daughter  died  at  the  age  of  five  years  in 
Morrow  County,  Ohio.  The  others  attained  their 
majority.  Sarah  Agnes  became  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Henry  D.  Ledgerwood,  of  McLean  County ;  Charles 
F.,  who  is  our  subject;  Mary  C.  became  the  wife 
of  Marion  Akers,  of  Woodford  County,  and  died 
in  1876;  George  M.  is  living  in  Ford  County,  111.; 
James  S.  died  when  twenty-seven  years  old;  Jane 
E.,  also  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Henry  Wilson,  of 
Woodford  County;  Matthew  Cumberland,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  is  now  living  near  Newton, 
Harvey  Co.,  Kan.  Our  subject  pursued  his  pri- 
mary studies  in  the  district  school,  and  during  his 
childhood  and  j'outh  remained  under  the  parental 
loof,  receiving  caieful  home  training,  and  becom- 
ing thoroughly  familiar  with  farm  pursuits.  Upon 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  47th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  until 
Decembei',  18G4,  three  years.      With  the  exception 
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of  a  thirty  days'  furlough,  he  continued  in  service 
during  the  entire  time,  and  participated  in  many  of 
the  important  battles  of  the  war.  He  was  present 
at  the  sieges  of  Corinth  and  Vicksburg,  and  with 
his  comrades  met  the  enemy  in  many  minor  engage- 
ments and  skirmishes.  His  health  and  strength 
were  preserved  to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  he  was 
neither  wounded  nor  captured  by  the  enemy.  He 
was  a  witness  of  all  the  terrors  of  war,  and  suffered 
an  experience  which  he  would  not  willingly  repeat. 
Upon  his  return  to  Woodford  County,  in  1865,  he 
continued  at  the  old  homestead  until  the  spring  of 
1867,  when  he  took  possession  of  his  present  farm, 
which  he  had  previously  purchased.  It  originally 
comprised  142  acres,  but  he  has  added  by  degrees 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  257  acres,  all  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  and  supplied  with  good 
buildings.  The  family  residence  is  a  substantial 
frame  structure,  and  the  barn  and  out-buildings 
commodious.  To  stock-raising  he  has  given  con- 
siderable attention,  and  has  attained  quite  a  reputa-/ 
tiou,  operating  principally  in  roadsters  and  draft 
horses.  He  has  also  a  herd  of  pure-bred  Jersey 
cattle. 

Mr.  Woodburu  was  first  married  in  the  fall  of 
1872,  to  Miss  Frances  Catherine  McCoy,  who  was 
born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Illinois 
when  quite  young.  After  the  birth  of  one  son, 
she  departed  this  life,  dying  Aug.  7,  1874.  The 
child,  J.  Smith  Woodburn,  is  still  at  home.  The 
present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  Lucy 
Philbrook,  and  they  were  married  in  the  spring  of 
1878.  Mrs.  Wood  burn's  parents,  Samuel  and  Emily 
(Twitchell)  Philbrook,  were  natives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Maine,  respectively,  and  resided  in  the 
latter  State  a  few  years,  and  then  went  to  New  York,  • 
where  they  resided  fifteen  years ;  from  there  thej' 
nioved  to  Wisconiiin.  The  father  died  Sept.  25, 
1878.  The  mother  then  made  her  home  with  her 
son  Oren  G.,  in  this  township,  until  her  death, 
Jul3'  5,  1886.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject  has 
borne  him  three  children — Onie  Edna,  Jennie  Emily 
and  Lucy  AUie.  The  three  little  girls  comprije  an 
interesting  family,  of  which  the  parents  may  justly 
be  proud. 

Mr.  Woodburn,  although  having  extensive  opera- 
tions to  look  after,  has  always  taken  agreat  interest 
4> - -  


in  the  progress  of  the  people  around  him,  and  has 
served  as  School  Director  in  his  district  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  has  also  been  Road  Commissioner 
several  terms,  and  in  politics  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
liable members  of  the  Republican  party.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  Forest  Lodge  No.  614,  A.  F.&  A.  M. 
A  lithographic  view  is  shown  of  Mr.  Woodburn's 
residence,  and  it  will  be  at  once  recognized  as  a 
most  delightful  country  homestetid. 

ELIZABETH  II.  LEONARD,  a  resident  of  the 
village  of  Manville,  was  born  in  Cambridge, 
,j -'  Washington   Co..  N.  Y.,  Jan.  24,  1808.    She 

is  the  daughter  of  Seneca  and  Mary  (Sergeant) 
Remington,  the -former  born  in  the  town  of  Suffield, 
Conn.,  Feb.  13,  1771,  and  died  in  1S(;(;.  He  was 
married  in  West  Springfield,  Mass.,  on  the  20th  of 
November,  1794,  to  Mary  Sergeant,  who  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  opposite  the  city  of  Boston,  Sept. 
30,  1772,  and  died  Sept.  11,  1«56.  He  was  a  cooper 
by  trade  and  followed  that  occupation  the  gi-eater 
part  of  his  life.  Tliey  were  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  [lolitics  he  was  an  old-line 
Whig. 

Mrs.  Leonard's  parental  family  included  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Silas  S.,  born  Aug.  16.  1795,  and 
died  April  7,  1796;  Mary,  born  Feb.  5,  1797,  and 
died  Jan.  24,  ISOo;  Seneca,  born  Dec.  10,  1798,  and 
died  Dec.  .'),  iss,"),  in  the  State  of  Kansas;  Oliver, 
born  Oct.  IC  1801,  and  died  May  21,  1802;  Mary, 
born  May  9,  l.S(i;i,  and  died  Feb.  17.  1  s,S7 :  Hulda, 
born  June  21,  1805,  and  died  Nov.  22,  1  ssc  ;  Eliza- 
beth is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Zono  11.,  born  Feb. 
26,  l.slO.  and  died  Oct.  2.  l.s.')2:  Philetus,  born 
Nov.  IS,  IS  1 2,  a  farmer  now  living  in  Cla}'  County, 
Kan.,  lint  in  frail  health,  has  reared  a  family  of  eight 
chikb-en,  all  of  whom  are  living  except  one ;  Naomi, 
born  Aug.  2.  lsl.">.  and  died  Aug.  19,  1847;  Jane, 
born  April  14,  isi^i),  and  died  Jan.  28,  1873, 

Philetus  and  Elizabeth,  our  subject,  are  the  only 
surviving  mendjers  of  this  large  faniilj',  Mrs. 
Leonard  lives  in  a  home  by  herself,  in  which  she  per- 
forms all  the  household  work.  With  the  exception 
of  failing  eyesight,  she  is  in  good  health  and  does 
not  appear  to  be  over  fifty  years  of  age.  On  the 
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1  'ith  of  November,  1 820,  she  was  inarriecl  to  Ed- 
nmiul  1).  Leonanl,  of  Midilletiekl,  Mass.,  and  to 
thoiu  were  born  nine  children.  whi>se  names  are  a.s 
follows:  Fnuiklin,  Roseoe.  Myra.  Christopher  C. 
Mary.  S:irah.  Emily.  Isjibella  and  Ilattie  N.,  besides 
one  wlut  died  in  iiifanev ;  her  husband  died  Nov.  l;!, 
Ist'.O.  After  their  niarri.iiie  i"  Hinsdale.  Mass., 
they  went  to  Pennsyhaiiia  in  the  fall  of  lSo2,  and 
thenee  to  Illinois  in  .Tuly.  lS4t!.  locating  in  Living- 
ston County  in  1S.')l>,  where  !Mi-s.  Leonard  has  since 
ivsided.  She  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
while  her  brothei-s  and  sisters  were  Bajitist.  and  her 
chihbvn  are  nienibei-s  of  the  I\[i'thodist  Eiiiscoiial 
Church.  The  family  throughi.iut  is  composed  of 
Christian  iicoi)le,  and  all  Ix'long  to  some  religious  de- 
noniinatii>n. 
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6HAHLES  IL  TKYON,  who  is  cuiuluctino  an 
,  excellent  120-acre  farm  on  section  11, 
F.iyette  Township,  was  born  in  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  on  the  l"2th  of  December,  185*,  and  is 
the  son  of  Frederick  and  JIary  (Comstock)  Tr^'on, 
who  during  the  latter  portion  of  their  lives  were 
farmers.  The  father  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade 
of  a  cooper  in  early  life,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion for  mauy  years.  He  came  West  in  the  3'ear 
18.")5,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren, and  located  at  Ottawa,  LaSalle  County.  The 
names  of  his  children  were:  Maria,  Fred  and 
Charles  IL  Maria  became  the  wife  of  James  C.  Eber- 
sol,  anil  they  are  located  in  Fall  River  Township, 
La.Salle  County. 

Charles  H.  Tryon  began  liusiness  for  himself  in 
1875,  by  renting  a  farm  in  LaSalle  County,  which 
he  cultivated  for  two  3'ears  and  then  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  and  liis  father,  and 
brother  Fred,  jointly  jturchased  tlic  farm  owned 
bj-  M.  L.  Sullivan,  C(jnsisting  of  320  acres.  At 
the  present  time  Mr.  Tryon  only  farms  120  acres 
of  this  land,  which  is  located  on  section  11.  Be- 
.sides  general  farming  he  ile votes  considerable 
time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  stock,  and 
in  both  these  lines  of  business  has  met  with  excel- 
lent "uccess.  iJuring  the  first  eightei-n  year.-  of  his 
life  .Mr.  Tryon  attended  the  common  schools  when 
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not  assisting  his  parents  in  the  work  upon  the  farm. 
.-Vfter  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he  attended  the 
seminary  at  Marseilles,  LaSalle  County,  for  one 
term  and  a  half,  which  completed  his  school  educa- 
tion. Since  he  has  been  a  man  he  has  been  an  ex- 
tensive reader  and  has  kept  himself  well  posted  on 
all  the  topics  of  the  daj',  and  especially  those  which 
relate  to  public  affairs. 

Februarj^  5,  1877,  ]Mr.  Tyron  was  married  to 
Miss  Sophronia  Vail,  who  was  born  at  Sag  Harbor, 
N.  Y.,  .Tune  2,  1852,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  IClizabeth  (Comestock)  Vail.  Ilcr  father  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade  and  followed  that  occupation 
almost  his  entire  life.  He  has  retired  fiom  the 
active  use  of  the  hammer  and  chisel,  and  is  enjoy- 
ing his  old  age  in  quiet  and  i-est.  There  were  six 
children  in  his  family,  named  Mary,  Sophronia, 
Kate,  Frank,  Lizzie  and  Grace.  Marj-  and  Kate 
are  married ;  Lizzie  died  when  only  two  years  of 
age,  and  Frank  is  unmarried.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tryon  have  been  born  two  children :  Leroy  on  the 
9th  of  May,  1880,  and  Fay  on  the  25th  of  July, 
1885.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tryon  interest  themselves  in 
such  matters  as  are  intended  to  add  to  the  comfort 
and  enjoyment  of  the  people  among  whom  the}'  re- 
side and  are  foremost  in  all  such  affairs.  Their 
home  is  comfortably  surrounded  and  the^^  make  it 
a  pleasant  and  hospitable  place  for  their  neighbors 
and  friends.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Tryon  acts 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  to  its  candidates 
invarialil}' gives  a  cordial  support.  He  has  never 
been  an  office-seeker  and  has  not  held  any  official 
position  in  Fayette  Township. 

it^T'RANKLIN  I.JOHNSON,  who  has  retired 
|l-a(gl  from  the  active  labor  of  farm  life,  and  the 
/ll,  ~~  cares  of  business,  is  passing  his  declining 
years  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sufflciencj',  and  makes 
his  home  in  Fairbur}'.  What  he  has  of  this  world's 
goods  he  has  accumulated  through  his  own  efforts, 
which  were  always  seconded  by  the  hearty  co-oper- 
ation of  his  ever  faithful  wife  and  loving  children. 
His  biography  needs  no  embellishments  at  the 
hands  of  the  write)',  and  his  disposition  is  such  that 
a  simple  and  plain  statement  of  facts  regarding  his 
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past  life  is  all  that  he   would   wish  to  have  appear 
in  print. 

Franklin  I.  Johnsun  is  the  son  of  F'ranlilin  and 
Hopcy  (King)  Johnson,  and  was  born  twenty  miles 
east  of  Albany,  at  the  little  town  of  New  Lebanon, 
Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1820.  His  parents  were  natives  of  New  York,  and 
Franklin,  .Sr.,  was  the  3'oiingest  child  of  his  parents, 
family.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Richard  and  Rachel  (Ide)  Johnson,  were  natives 
of  Rhode  Island,  whence  thej"  moved  to  New  York, 
where  the  grandfather  followed  the  calling  of  a 
farmer,  meeting  with  varied  success,  and  continued 
to  reside  until  the  date  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1827  or  1828.  The  f.ither  of  our  subject  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  continued  to  live  on  the 
old  homestead  in  New  Y''ork  State  until  about  1834 
or  1835.  He  then  sold  the  place  and  moved  to 
Oswego  Countj-  in  the  same  State,  where  he  pur- 
chased 400  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  agreed  to 
pay  the  sum  of  §10,000.  He  paid  $400  at  the  time 
of  the  purchase,  but  meeting  with  reverses  he  was 
unable  to  discharge  the  remainder  of  the  obligation 
and  lost  the  place.  Disposing  of  his  interests  in 
New  Y'ork  he  moved  to  Carroll  County,  Mo.,  and 
after  a  residence  there  of  some  three  years  he  came 
to  Illinois  and  located  at  'V'ermont,  Fulton  County, 
where  some  of  his  children  were  living  at  the  time. 
A  cancer  appeared  on  the  side  of  his  face,  and  al- 
though ever3^thing  was  done  that  skill  could  ac- 
complish, it  caused  his  death  in  1859.  His  good 
wife  had  crossed  the  river  of  death  in  1852  or 
1853,  at  Nauvoo,  Hancock  County,  and  they  both 
lie  sleeping  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Yer- 
mont.  He  followed  farming  during  his  life,  and 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  while  in  1844  he 
and  his  son,  Albert  D.,  assisted  in  the  suppression 
of  the  Mormon  rebellion. 

The  union  of  Franklin  Johnson  and  Hopey  King- 
was  blessed  b}-  the  birth  of  the  following  children, 
viz:  William  K.,  born  Feb.  9,  181G  :  Emeline.  Aug. 
6,  1817;  Amos  M.,  Aug.  3,  1819;  Franklin  I.,  Dec. 
2,  1820;  Richard  C,  Aug.  16,  1822;  Elizabeth  M., 
Sept.  0,  1824;  Abner  D.,  March  19,  1828;  Harriet 
E.,  Oct.  17,  1830;  Maryette,  July  24,  1833;  Horace 
'  r  I,.  March  8,  1835;  Raviuna  O.,   May  5,  1840.     Of 


the.se  Amos,  Emeline,  Richard  and  Abner  D.,  are 
deceased,  and  the  others  are  all  residents  of  this 
State,  and  occupy  a  prominent  position  in  the 
various  vocations  of  life. 

Franklin  I.  Johnson  was  the  fourth  in  order  of 
birth  in  his  parents'  family  of  twelve  children.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Oswego  Countj-,  N.  Y..  and  received  the  advantages 
afforded  by  the  common  schools  for  obtaining  an 
education.  He  lived  on  the  old  homestead  until 
his  p.arents  came  West,  and  after  settling  up  his 
father's  business  affairs  he  engaged  at  farm  work 
for  others  about  two  }'ears.  Subsequenily  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  land  containing  about  forty  acres, 
mostly  covered  with  timber.  Prior  to  this  time 
the  most  important  as  well  as  happiest  event  in 
the  life  of  our  subject  occurred;  this  was  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  A.  Wightman,  on  the  27th 
of  April,  1843.  Miss  Wightman  was  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Hannah  (Palmer)  Wightman,  and 
was  born  in  Oswego  Count}%  N.  Y.,  on  the  24th  of 
October,  1821.  William  Wightman  and  wife  were 
of  New  England  ancestry,  and  were  honored  and 
respected  wherever  known.  He  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  followed  that  vocation  during  life. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  they  took  a  warm  interest.  After 
marriage  onr  subject  and  wife  located  on  their 
40-acre  farm  in  York  State,  and  there  lived  and 
labored  together  for  about  twelve  years. 

In  1855  Mr.  Johnson  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
New  Y'ork  and  came  with  his  family  to  this  State, 
locating  at  Vermont.  There  he  engaged  in  the 
land  business,  which  he  followed  successfully  for 
about  six  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  in 
1861,  he  moved  to  Peoria,  this  State,  and  engaged 
in  the  stoneware  and  pottery  business.  After  an 
experience  of  about  five  years  in  this  business,  in 
which  he  lost  some  money,  he  concluded  to  return 
to  his  occupation  of  farming.  He  consequentlj' 
traded  his  pottery  for  an  80-acre  farm  in  Mar- 
shall County,  which  he  sold  and  then  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County.  He  was  not  long  in  selecting  a 
location,  which  proved  to  be  160  acres  three  miles 
south  of  Fairbury,  which  he  purchased  and  moved 
upon.  For  seven  years  he  and  his  excellent  wife 
and  ciiildren  lived  on  this  farm  and  all  performed 
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tlieir  part  in  the  work  of  its  iiupiovcnieiit.  .Selling- 
this  farm,  Mr.  Johnson  purchased  240  acres,  which 
lie  divided  into  two  farms  where  his.  onl3'  sur- 
viving children,  Charles  and  Fiank,  now  reside. 
A  biograiihy  of  ln>lh  these  gentlemen  may  lie 
lounil  elsewhere  in  this  Ai.ni  m.  In  I.STG  ilr. 
Johnson  erected  a  line  residence  in  Fairburv, 
where  be  and  his  loving  and  faithful  com|)anion 
hoped  to  spend  many  years  in  peace  and  quiet, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  each  other's  company. 
Alas,  the  Angel  of  death  beckoned  the  beloved 
wife  to  the  other  shore.  Among  them  stood  the 
loving  little  Addie,  with  outstretched  arms,  sing- 
ing, "Mamma,  come."'  Mamma  crossed  the  river, 
and  soon  the  time  will  couio  when  papa,  hus- 
band, will  meet  them  there  and  the  luoken  fara- 
ilj'  be  rennited.  .She  departed  tliis  life  at  her 
home  in  Fairbury,  on  Friilay  morning.  Nov.  il. 
1884.  of  typhoid  pneumonia.  Mrs.  Johnson  was 
born  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1821.  When 
but  a  girl  she  niaik'  a  pulilic  profession  of 
religion,  which  she  maintained  to  the  end  by  a 
consistent  life.  .She  united  with  the  Baptist  Church, 
of  which  her  |)arents  were  prominent  and  influen- 
tial members.  In  1843  she  was  married  to  the 
husband  who  survives  her,  with  whom  she  lived 
hapjjil}-  for  forty-one  3'ears. 

Mrs.  Johnson  was  a  remarkable  woman  in  many 
respects,  and  her  devotion  to  her  husband  and 
children  could  not  be  surpassed.  Hand  in  hand 
and  heart  to  heart  with  her  husliand,  she  toiled 
with  a  song  ui)on  her  lips  for  the  biixllings  in  the 
nest.  "None  knew  her  but  to  love  her,"  and  al- 
though her  remains  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at 
Fairbury,  her  soul  still  lives.  Yes;  mamma,  with 
fjeorge  and  Addie  on  either  side,  is  waiting,  papa, 
waiting  for  your  coming  over  there. 

Franklin  I.  Johnson  has  been  a  har<l  worker  dur- 
ing his  life,  and  to  his  indomitable  energy  is  due 
his  success.  He  has  been  a  great  reader,  and  al- 
though not  possessing  a  classical  education  he  is 
one  of  the  best  posted  men  (ju  National  and  State 
issues  in  the  county.  His  motto  in  life  lias  been 
"Fulfill  all  promises,"  and  strietly  has  he  adhered 
toil.  In  politics  he  is  a  <!rcenbackei-,  and  as  a 
citizen  he  is  rcspeeted  by  ail. 

To  Mr.  Johnson  and  his  wife  four  childien  were 


born:  George,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles  and 
Frank  D.,  living  in  this  county,  and  Addie,  who 
died  when  thirteen  j'ears  of  .age.  Addie  was  crip- 
pled in  the  spine  when  a  child,  and  those  who  vis- 
ile<l  the  old  home  cannot  fail  to  remember  the  love 
she  had  in  the  hearts  of  all  members  of  the  familj' 
and  their  devotion  to  her.  Mr.  Johnson  lives 
alone  in  his  elegant  home  in  Fairbury.  but  the  cage 
is  lonesome,  for  his  mate  is  gone. 

;REU  C.  DEWEY,  who  has  been  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  35,  Pleasant 
Ridge  Township,  since  1881,  was  born  in 
Stark  County,  111.,  Oct.  18,  18.56.  He  is  the  son  of 
C^'renius  and  Louisa  (Blood)  Dewey,  natives  of 
W'rmont  and  New  York,  respectivel3'.  The  father 
was  born  in  the  year  1825,  and  died  on  the  23d  of 
August,  1884;  he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and 
met  with  considerable  success.  The  mother  was 
born  on  the  31st  of  August,  1830,  and  since  the 
death  of  her  husband  has  remained  a  widow.  She 
is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  much  of  her  time  is  given  to  that  organization. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  whose  names  are 
Fred  C.  and  Frank. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1879,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  April  May  Pinkney.  who  was  born 
in  Peoria  County,  111.,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1857, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Catherine  M. 
(Reding)  Pinkney,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Kentucky-,  respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  was  born  in  1817;  the  mother 
was  born  in  1830  and  died  in  1863.  The  father 
was  again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Miss 
Wealthy  Bennett;  by  the  first  marriage  two  children 
were  born  and  six  by  the  second  marriage.  Their 
names  .ire  as  follow's:  Hannah  E.,  Louis  H.,  Fran- 
cis K.,  Israel  C. ;  Maggie,  deceased ;  April  May, 
Stephen  W.  and  Charles  R.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey 
have  one  child,  Ralph  R.,  who  was  born  Nov.  12, 
IS.SG. 

In  ills  early    boyhood   Mr.    Dewey  attended  the 
common    schools,    in    which    he    devoted    himself 
closely  to  study,  .and  during  the  vacations  between  ^  ^ 
terms  he  .assisted  in  the  farm  work.     In  addition 
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to  his  common-school  education  he  also  took  a 
course  in  a  commercial  college.  He  came  to  this 
county  in  1881,  and  purchased  160  acres  of  land 
on  section  35,  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  where  he 
is  now  engaged  in  raising  grain  and  growing  stocl^. 
His  farm  is  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation, 
and  the  buildings  are  among  the  best  in  the  town- 
ship. The  land  is  well  drained  by  tile  ditches, 
thereby  adding  to  its  productiveness.  Mr.  Dewey 
is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  but  is  not 
active  in  politics.  He  and  his  wife  enjoy  the  es- 
teem and  confidence  of  all  their  neighbors,  and 
take  an  active  part  in  all  matters  that  have  for 
their  object  the  elevation  and  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  themselves  and  neighbors. 


'  NDREW  J.  McDowell,  after  a  long  and 
@/4!j|  bus}'  life  is  now  a  retired  farmer  at  Long 
l4\  Point,  where  he  intends  to  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days  enjoj'ing  that  quiet 
which  he  has  so  richly  earned.  He  is  a  native  of 
Bradford  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
8th  of  Ma}-,  ISll,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Christina  (Miller)  McDowell,  who  are  natives  of 
Ireland  and  Germany  respectively.  They  came  to 
Pennsylvania  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
five  years  of  age,  and  remained  there  until  1837, 
when  they  came  to  Long  Point  Township,  this 
county.  They  settled  in  Bradford  Count}-,  Pa._ 
when  that  country  was  almost  a  wilderness,  and 
the  nearest  mill  was  eighteen  miles  distant,  to  reach 
which  tliey  had  to  go  through  a  heavy  forest  which 
was  infested  Tiy  panthers.  On  one  occasion  the 
boy  of  a  neighbor  was  thrown  down  by  a  panther 
which  lacerated  his  face,  and  while  the  beast  was 
sucking  the  blood  from  the  wound  a  dog  came  and 
chased  it  up  a  tree,  when  the  boy  arose  and  made 
his  way  to  the  house,  and  the  father  went  out  with 
his  gun  and  killed  the  beast.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children :  Andrew  J.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Polly,  who  married  L.  E.  Rhodes,  and 
died  leaving  a  family  of  two  children  living  in 
Peru;  Sarah  married  Lorenzo  Pratt,  and  died,  leav- 
ing a  family  of  three  children:  John  died  at  Long 
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Point  on  the  3d  of  July,  1S48;  Jeremiah  ninnicd 
Ellen  Foster,  of  Long  Point,  and  has  four  children, 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Kan- 
sas; Christiana  mnrried  Crawford  Isenhour,  and 
died  in  Kansas  in  issi,  leaving  a  family  of  six 
cliildicn;  Susie  married  George  Stilson,  and  died 
in  June,  1H8;5,  leaving  a  family  of  six  children. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home  until 
the  death  of  his  parents,  and  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  walking  one  and  one-half  miles  to 
and  from  the  old  log  school-house.  The  pay  of  a 
school  teacher  in  Pennsylvania  at  that  time  was 
$12  to  $13  per  month  for  men,  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  week  for  women. 

Mr.  McDowell  was  married,  on  the  IGth  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1848,  to  Dorleska  J.  Perry,  a  daughter  of 
Ichabod  and  Hannah  (Denton)  Perry,  the  former 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the  latter  of  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.  She  was  born  on  the  20th  of  April,  182(;, 
and  was  educated  in  the  common  schf)ols,  remain- 
ing at  home  with  her  parents  until  the  date  of  her 
marriage.  To  Blr.  and  Mrs.  McDowell  have  been 
born  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  are  deceased: 
Almira,  born  on  the  1st  of  February,  184'.l,  died  on 
the  2d;  Duminett  J.,  born  Sept.  ICi,  1851,  died 
June  13,  18(;2:  Charles,  born  Xov.  (i,  1857,  died 
Jan.  1'.),  1858:  Diana,  born  Aug.  1(!,  1851),  died 
Sept.  7,  18(10;  Lenora  died  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1801,  aged  eighteen  days;  Gertrude,  born  Dec.  11), 
186G,  died  March  14,  1871  :  Alice,  born  March  20, 
1860.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Mellen,  a  farmer,  and 
has  one  child;  Celinda  L.,  born  July  3,  1853,  mar- 
ried D.  A.  Howard,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in  Iowa; 
John  D.,  born  Nov.  15,  1855,  married  Lottie  Allen, 
has  a  family  of  five  children,  and  lives  in  Long 
Point  Tow-iiship;  Andrew  J.,  born  April  28,  1862, 
is  Associate  Principal  of  the  High  School  at  Sey- 
mour, Mo.;  Luella,  born  May  111,  1865,  is  Musical 
Director  in  the  same  school. 

Our  subject  settled  in  Long  Point  Township  in 
1837,  and  now  owns  305  acres  of  land,  all  of  which 
is  under  excellent  cultivation  excepting  thirty-five 
acres  which  have  been  reserved  for  timber.  The 
entire  farm  is  surrounded  by  good  fences,  and  the 
land  is  valued  at  $50  per  acre.  He  also  owns  three 
lots  in  Long  Point,  where  he  now  lives,  and  one 
house  and  two  lots  on  which  the  son-in-law  resides, 
^ ■» 


T 


■<• 


^i^l 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


besides  four  vacant  lot«.  Mr.  McDowell  has  served 
as  Township  Assessor,  Collector,  and  was  a  Conntv 
Commissioner  nnder  the  old  law  before  the  creation 
of  a  Board  of  Supervisors.  In  the  early  settlement 
of  Illinois  Mr.  McDowell  had  some  thrilling  ad- 
ventures in  apprehending  and  bringing  to  convic- 
tion the  horse  thieves  who  infested  that  portion  ot 
the  Stnte.  There  is  now  standing  on  his  farm  the 
fii-st  frame  building  erected  in  Lung  Point  Town- 
ship. The  frame  was  constructed  in  Chicago  and 
hauled  to  this  pt>int.  where  it  was  jn'.t  together. 
During  the  early  days  JMr.  McDc)well  was  a  great 
hunter,  and  had  an  old-f.ashioned  gun  which  he 
prized  very  highly  fur  its  accuracy  and  long  range, 
and  once  very  greatly  surprised  a  part}'  of  Englisli 
hunters  by  killing  game  with  this  gun  which  they 
could  nut  reach  with  the  improved  breech-loaders 
which  they  hail  brought  with  them. 

At  the  time  this  sketch  is  writteu  Mr.  McDowell 
is  in  his  seventy-sixth  year,  but  is  quite  active  fur 
one  of  that  age.  His  mind  is  stored  with  many  in- 
teresting reminiscences  of  early  days,  both  in  Penn- 
sylvania a'ul  Illinois,  in  both  of  which  States  he 
was  a  pioneer  settler.  He  is  highly  respected  and 
much  esteemed  b^'  the  people  among  whom  he  has 
lived  so  long. 

EP.  METZ,  Union  Townsliip.     The    subject 
of    the  following  sketch,  one  of  the   most 
;  successful  fanners  and  stock-raisers  of  Liv- 

ingston Comity,  is  popular  socially  and  politic-lily 
and  as  a  farmer  and  business  man  is  classed  among 
its  representative  citizens.  He  has  a  fine  home  and 
a  good  property",  distinguishing  himself  by  his  in- 
dustry- and  enterprise. 

Mr.  Jletz,  like  man3-  of  llie  early  settlers  of  this 
locality,  spent  his  enrly  years  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
.sylvania,  his  birth  taking  place  in  Blair  County. 
March  24,  1851.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Angelinc 
(Johnson)  Metz,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State,  are  written  of  elsewhere  in  this  work.  E.  P. 
was  fifth  of  the  nine  children  comprising  the  paren- 
tal family,  and  in  common  with  his  lirothers  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  'i'he  elder  .Metz,  in  1860,  mi- 
grated   to  Illinois   with  his  family  and  now  resides 


in  Odell  Township,  on  the  old  homestead  where 
they  first  settled  upon  coming  to  this  State. 

Mr.  Metz  remained  a  member  of  his  father's 
huusehuld  until  the  latter  retired  from  active  labor, 
and  when  his  mother  had  dropped  the  household 
reins,  brought  his  bride  to  take  them  up.  She 
was  Miss  Martha  W.  Ketcham,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried Sept.  27,  1877,  at  her  home  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship. Mrs.  Metz  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Nov. 
20,  1 850,  and  is  the  j-oungest  child  of  Henry  and 
Phebe  (Barton)  Ketcham,  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  Mr.  Ketcham  in  his  younger  years  carried 
on  farming  in  Canada  and  is  now  a  resident  of  New 
York  City,  where  the  mother  died  many  years  ago. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  came  to  the  West  in  her 
girlhood  to  make  her  home  with  her  brother,  E.  B., 
who  is  a  prosperous  merchant  of  Dwight,  and  there 
made  the  acquaintance  of  our  subject.  They  have 
now  occupied  the  home  farm  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  In  the  meantime,  in  1883,  they  went  East 
and  visited  the  principal  cities  and  most  prominent 
places  of  summer  resort.  In  this  trip  they  jour- 
neyed up  through  the  beautiful  country  of  the 
Hudson  River,  and  after  a  number  of  weeks  thus 
spent  in  travel,  returned  rested  and  refreshed  to 
their  home,  feeling  truly  that  they  had  devoted  a 
portion  of  their  time  and  means  in  the  wisest  man- 
ner they  could  have  selected. 

In  1885  Mr.  Metz  crossed  the  Mississippi  and 
invested  a  portion  of  his  surplus  capital  in  Dakota 
and  Minnesota  lands  to  the  extent  of  240  acres, 
which  is  as  yet  in  an  uncultivated  state.  His 
home  farm  is  well  stocked  and  supplied  with  all  the 
machinery  necessary  to  the  carrying  on  of  agricult- 
ure after  the  most  improved  methods.  Mr.  Metz 
has  mixed  very  little  with  matters  outside  of  his 
business  interests,  and  has  a  thorough  contempt  for 
the  offlce-seeke:'.  He  believes,  however,  that  every 
man  should  do  his  duty  in  support  of  correct  ])rin- 
ciples,  and  upon  occasions  of  important  elections, 
casts  his  vote  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  several  terms  and  is  at 
present  one  of  the  Trustees  in  his  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metz  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  three  of  whom  have  been  taken  from  the 
home  (-irclc  by  the  hand  of  death.  Harry  C,  a 
bright  and  interesting  child,  was  born  Jan.  4,  1 


•►  ■     » 


■*► 


f 


if^ 


■*¥■ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


457   '  f 


Artie  A.,  died  when  thirteeu  months  old  and  two 
died  in  infancy  unnamed.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  aotivelj'  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  numbered  among  its  most 
cheerful  worljers  and  liberal  supporters. 

x^\  HKISTIAN  R.  KING,  one  of  tlie  venerable 
(l(  I-,  dtizens  located  on  section  33,  Nebraska 
^^^'  To\\iiship,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  sttick- 
raising.  He  was  born  in  Germany  on  the  1 9th  of 
December,  1820,  and  came  to  America  when  about 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Phoebe  (Eedigen)  King,  who  were  natives  of 
Germanj^,  and  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
onr  subject  is  the  eldest.  The  names  of  the  others 
are  as  follows :  Phcebe  married  John  8clu'<:)ck,  now 
deceased,  and  she  lives  in  Nebraska  Township ;  An- 
nie married  Fielden  Augstein,  also  deceased;  she 
has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Nebraska  Township. 
Nicholas  died,  leaving  three  children,  who  live  in 
McLean  County;  John  is  married,  and  has  eight 
children;  Daniel  is  married,  and  lie  and  Jnhn  live 
in  Nebraska  Township. 

\^^^en  our  subject  came  to  America  he  located  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  remained  for  aliont  tw(  i 
year's,  when  he  moved  to  JIcLean  County,  111.. 
where  he  lived  until  the  close  of  the  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion, at  which  time  he  became  a  citizen  of  Liv- 
ingston Coimty.  His  fii-st  purchase  of  land  in  this 
county  was  160  acres,  to  which  he  has  since  made 
additions,  luitil  he  now  owns  in  various  pnrts  of  tlie 
county  640  acres. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1852,  Mr.  King  was  married 
to  Miss  Marj'  Bechler,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Katie 
(Somers)  Bechler,  of  Butler  County,  Ohio.  At  the 
time  of  the  -nTiting  of  this  sketch  there  are  twelve 
living  children  as  the  fruits  of  tliis  marriage: 
Phoebe,  born  April  14,  1863,  married  John  Streight, 
has  six  children,  and  lives  in  McLean  County ; 
Joseph,  born  May  25,  1854,  of  whom  see  sketch  in 
another  place ;  John,  born  Feb.  13,  1 850,  whose  sketch 
also  is  given  in  this  Adbuim  ;  Lena,  born  March  1 8, 

1 857,  married  Chi'istian  Raber,  has  three  children, 
and  lives  in  Pike  Township;  Katie,  born  Oct.   U), 

1858,  manned  Jacob  Yordie,  has  five  children,  and 
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lives  in  Waldo  Township;  Daniel,  born  May  17, 
isiio.  hns  cine  child,  nnd  lives  in  McLean  Comity; 
Jl.nv.  Imuh  ])iT.  17.  isc-i,  resides  at  home;  Chris- 
tian. Ikuh  Dec.  1 :!,  1S(!4,  married  Katie  Stein- 
nuni.  Mild  lives  in  Waldo  Township;  David,  born 
Dec.  1.".,  l.silC:  EHm  r.^irbar;!,  Oct.  Id,  1X68;  Simon, 
Feb.  -n,  1S71.  Mild  WiliiMiii,  March  :'.,  1873.  The 
last  four  live  at  lionie  with  their  parents. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  GeniiMiiy.  in 
May,  1833,  and  emigrated  to  this  country  with  her 
parents  when  but  four  years  of  age,  locating  in  But- 
ler County,  C)hio,  whei-e  she  was  reared  tf)  woman- 
hood and  married.  Her  |)arents  were  born  in  France, 
the  father  in  1810,  the  mother,  Feb.  i'.  isil.  The 
father  died  in  this  county.  May  7,  1S7S;  the  mother 
is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  seventy -seven  years,  and 
is  making  her  home  with  her  daughter,  in  Nebraska 
T<  iwnship. 

At  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years  Mr.  King  is  com- 
paratively a  hale  and  hearty  man.  His  many  acres 
of  valuable  land  in  Livingston  CJounty  testify  to  the 
energy  and  good  management  which  have  charac- 
terized his  business  efforts  through  life.  He  has 
been  blessed  with  a  family  of  children  of  whom  any 
parent  might  well  feel  proud,  and  they  delight  to 
honor  his  declining  years.  He  has  always  been  a 
useful  citizen,  and  his  correct  methods  and  fair  deal- 
ings with  all  people  have  secured  for  liim  the  confi- 
dence <;)f  all  who  Iviiow  him. 

if^^HOMAS  DAY,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on 
section  9,  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  where 
he  has  been  a  resident  since  1879,  and 
within  that  time  has  finely  improved  and  put  un- 
der cultivation  160  acres  of  land,  was  born  in 
Golmworth,  Bedfordshire,  England,  Dec.  22.  1837. 
He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mar^-  (Leeton)  Day, 
both  of  whom  were  of  pure  English  blood.  The 
father  was  a  farm  laborer,  and  was  honest  and  hard 
working;  he  died  in  1875.  The  mother  still  lives 
in  England,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  father  was  twice  married, 
and  three  children  were  born  to  the  first  wife: 
Whitbread,  who  came  to  America  in  1887;  Isaac, 
who  came  in  1848;  Keziah  married   Joseph  Perry, 
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and  now  resides  in  Ford  Count}'.  B}-  the  second 
uinvriagc  tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  is  tlie  oldest 
child  now  living.  Mary  A.  married  John  Knight, 
and  resides  in  E<lgeware,  England  ;  George  lives  in 
thisconnty;  Elizabetli  married  Richard  Barcock, 
and  resides  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  James. 

Thomas  Day  came  to  America  in  1855,  landing 
at  New  York  City  on  the  23d  of  April,  whence  he 
soon  proceeded  to  Paxton,  Ford  County,  where  he 
remained  for  six  months,  and  then  going  to  Che- 
ney's Grove,  he  remained  one  j'ear,  working  by  the 
month  on  a  farm.  From  there  he  went  to  Penn- 
S3'lvania,  and  for  the  next  three  months  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business.  He  then  returned  to  McLean 
County,  where  he  remained  for  two  j'ears,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1859  started  for  Pike's  Peak  on  foot. 
At  St.  Louis  he  bought  a  new  pair  of  boots,  in 
which  he  walked  until  the  soles  were  entirely  worn 
ofif.  He  never  reached  Pike's  Peak,  however,  but 
turned  back  just  before  arriving  there,  after  hear- 
ing the  dismal  accounts  that  were  given  to  him  by 
the  disappointed  adventurers  who  were  returning 
home.  L'pon  reaching  Wabaunsee,  Kan.,  on  his 
return  trip,  he  concluded  to  remain  a  while,  and 
pre-empted  eighty  acres  of  Government  land,  using 
a  land  warrant  which  had  been  issued  to  Benjamin 
Bisb}'.  In  18G1  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  3d  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  as  a  private,  and  served  for  three 
years  and  one  month,  during  which  time  he  partic- 
ipated in  man}'  of  the  well-known  battles  of  the 
war.  He  was  at  Pea  Ridge,  Cliickasaw  Bayou, 
Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Arkansas  Post,  and  many  other 
engagements  of  less  importance.  He  was  dis- 
charged on  the  5th  of  September,  18(!4,  at  Spring- 
field, 111.  During  the  time  he  was  in  the  army  he 
enjoyed  "some  fun,"  as  he  expresses  it,  and  endured 
very  many  hardships.  After  he  was  discharged, 
he  came  to  Livingston  County  and  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  soon  sold,  and  then  moved 
to  Saunemin  Townsiiip,  where  he  resided  for  eleven 
3'ears  on  an  80acre  farm.  Tliis  farm  he  dis- 
l)osed  of,  and  purchased  one  of  KIO  neics  in  I'li'iis- 
ant  Ridge  Township  in  1.^711.  upon  which  lie  lias 
since  resided. 

Mr.  Day  was  marricil.  on  llie  i!'.Hii  of  August, 
lHf;5,  to  Miss  Ann  Chambers,  who  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Lincoln,  Lincolnshire,  England,  on  the  11th 


of  April,  1849.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George 
and  Ii^lizabeth  (Nutt)  Chambers,  natives  of  En- 
gland, and  accompanied  her  parents  to  America  in 
1854.  They  now  reside  in  Saunemin  Townsiiip, 
Livingston  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  have 
been  born  five  children — Annie  E.,  George  W., 
AaroirT.,  Martha  J.  and  Charles  B.  Mr.  Day  and 
his  family  are  active  and  influential  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Day  takes 
considerable  pride  in  the  reputation  he  has  earned 
for  raising  the  highest  grade  of  cattle  in  Livingston 
County.  He  is  a  good  stockman,  thoroughly  un- 
derstanding all  the  delicate  details  of  the  business, 
and  has  been  eminently  successful,  both  as  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  takes  considerable  interest  in  po- 
litical affairs,  but  has  no  inclination  for  ofHce-hold- 
ing  and  has,  therefore,  never  been  an  office-seeker. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic  comrade  in  Fairbury  Post 
No.  75,  G.  A.  R.  In  his  social,  as  well  as  business 
relations  with  the  people,  Mr.  Day  has  popularized 
himself,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  classes  of 
people. 

^'/OHN  L.  SHEARER,  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Searing  &  Shearer,  dealers  in  grain, 
agricultural  implements  and  feed  at  Cullom, 
(^^'  is  the  son  of  John  J.  and  Catherine  (Leh- 
rnan)  Shearer,  and  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State. 
He  was  born  in  Franklin  County  Dec.  7,  1854,  and 
when  a  youth  of  fourteen  years  eame  to  this 
county  with  his  parents,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
He  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  after  the  manner 
of  most  farmers'  sons,  becoming  familiar  with  ru- 
ral scenes  and  employments,  and  assisted  in  tilling 
the  soil  on  the  home  farm  until  1881. 

Mr.  Shearer,  in  the  spring  of  the  year  mentioned, 
entered  the  employ  of  a  grain  firm  in  Cullom,  and 
became  so  proficient  in  his  duties  that,  four  years 
later,  he  was  admitted  as  a  partner  in  the  business. 
His  correct  habits  and  straightforward  manner  of 
dealing  have  been  the  means  of  establishing  him  in 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  best  citizens  of 
tills  locality,  and  he  is  now  the  sharer  in  a  lucrative 
trade,  and  numbers  among  his  friends  and  patrons 
the  solid  men   of  the   communit}'.     He   is   looked 
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upon  as  one  of  the  rising  j'oung  men  of  Sullivan 
Township,  of  whom  much  is  expected  in  the  future. 
Mr.  Shearer  estahlislied  family  ties  on  the  3d  of 
April,  1883,  by  his  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Caroline  Park,  who  were 
natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father  is  deceased, 
and  the  mother  lives  near  Cullom.  Mrs.  Shearer 
was  born  in  Bureau  County  Dec.  31,  1857.  The 
little  household  includes  two  children,  both  daugh- 
ters, Florence  and  Ethel.  Mr.  Shearer  possesses 
agreeable  social  traits  which  render  him  a  valued 
member  of  the  community,  is  intelligent  and  well 
read,  and  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 


•-^^ -l^^' '-^— 

ff^^  UFUS  C.  STRAIGHT.  The  man  who  has 
been  a  western  farmer  for  twenty-live  years 
can  well  remember  what  an  undertaking  it 
V^  was  to  profitably  drain  his  land  with  open 
ditches,  and  yet  such  drainage,  in  the  absence  of 
an}'  better  sj'stem,  was  necessary.  A  few  years  ago 
the  tile  was  invented,  aud  was  quickly  recognized 
as  of  inestimable  value  by  the  farmers,  in  not  only 
enabling  them  to  reclaim  waste  places,  but  to 
greatly  increase  the  productiveness  of  almost  all 
land.  The  tile  soon  came  into  general  use,  and 
the  result,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  agricultural 
districts,  particular!}'  of  Illinois,  has  been  wonder- 
ful.^ The  tile  iuventor,  and  also  the  tile  manufact- 
urer, have  been  benefactors  in  their  day  aud  gen- 
eration of  the  entire  people  of  the  country.  Prom- 
inent among  the  latter  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who,  in  addition  to  his  farming  operations,  which 
are  conducted  on  section  9,  Indian  Grove  Town- 
ship, is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  tile.  He  is 
a  gentleman  who  is  not  only  well  and  favorably 
known  in  his  immediate  communitj',  but  through- 
out the  county. 

Mr.  Straight  was  born  in  Chautauqua  Count}',  N. 
Y.,  June  28,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Arby  P.  and 
Philena  (Simmons)  Straight,  also  natives  of  tlie  Em- 
pire State,  and  both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  year 
1803.  They  were  married  in  July,  1824,  and 
came  to  Livingston  County  in  1857.  Here  they 
purchased  land,  and  followed  farming  until  eight 
years  ago,  when  they  retired  from  active  life,   and 


are  now  living  at  Fairbury.  The  former  is  a  lead- 
ing member  of  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  has  held  the  various  offices  of  that  body, 
while  the  latter  is  a  Close-Communion  Baptist. 
They  have  had  nine  children  boi'n  to  them,  namely: 
Emily,  now  Mrs.  N.  C.  Johnson;  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
James  H.  Odell;  Alonzo,  who  married  Miss  Ma- 
hala  Stoddard;  Levi,  who  married  Miss  Jane  Lang- 
worthy;  David,  who  married  Annie  Cassidy;  Ru- 
fusC;  Caroline,  now  Mrs.  Rogers;  Johnson  W., 
who  married  Miss  Jennie  Ellidge :  Hiram,  who  mar- 
ried Annie  Wheeler,  and  Milton  Leander. 

Mr.  Straight  married  Miss  Franeina  Abbey,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  born  May 
28,  1837.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Horatio  and 
Martha  (Smith)  Abbey,  natives  of  Erie  County, 
Pa.  The  father  came  West,  where  he  died,  and 
the  mother  died  many  years  ago  in  Penns3'lvania. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straight  have  had  born  to  them  eight 
children:  Willis,  Lee,  Lizzie,  Nellie,  Guy,  Stella; 
Lena,  who  died  Oct.  24,  1887,  aged  ten  years,  five 
months  and  twenty-six  days;  and  Ray,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  Straight  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1854,  and 
located  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  purchased 
laud  and  went  to  farming,  in  which  occupation  he 
has  been  unusually  successful.  In  1879  he  erected 
and  fitted  up  a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  tile 
of  seven  different  sizes,  and  with  sufficient  cai^acity 
to  employ  twenty  men  during  the  entire  tile-mak- 
ing season.  This  was  the  first  establishment  of  the 
kind  operated  in  the  county.  The  clay  upon  a  por- 
tion of  his  farm  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  tile  mold- 
ing and  baking,  and  the  product  of  his  factory  is 
of  the  most  excellent  quality.  He  is  one  of  the 
principal  memliers  of  the  Tile  Manufacturers'  As- 
sociation of  Illinois,  and  has  given  a  great  deal  of 
time  and  attention  to  this  industry,  and  it  may 
justly  be  said  of  him  that  he  has  brought  as  much 
good  common  sense,  enterprise  and  means  to  bear 
in  the  manufacture  of  tile  as  any  man  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  .State.  He  owns  780  acres  of  excellent 
land,  the  home  farm  consisting  of  365  acres,  on 
which  he  has  erected  a  modern  brick  residence  and 
excellent  farm  buildings,  aud  we  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent, in  connection  with  this  brief  sketch  of  his  life, 
a  full-page  view  of  the  homestead  and  tile  factory, 
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as  well  as  a  portrait  of  the  generous  proprietor. 
Mr.  Straight  is  one  of  the  TiHistees  of  tlie  Presby- 
terian Church,  has  held  various  township  offices, 
and  has  been  President  of  the  Agricultural  Associ- 
ation for  eight  jears.  He  is  quite  pronounced  in 
his  political  views,  and  espouses  with  enthusiasm 
the  principles  of  the  Republican  part}-. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straight  have  a  ver^'  interesting 
family  of  children,  of  whom  thej'  are  pardonably 
proud.  Willis  is  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  and  is  operating  a  Large  tile  establishment 
at  Manhattan,  111.;  Lee  is  also  a  tile  manufacturer, 
and  is  successfull}'  managing  a  large  establishment 
at  El  Paso,  111.;  Miss  Lizzie  is  natural!}-  an  artist, 
and  in  188.")  began  to  take  instructions  in  art  of  Mr. 
Bigelow,  of  Chicago,  and  has  also  been  under  in- 
struction iu  Evanston,  111.;  Nellie  has  likewise 
been  a  student  at  Evanston;  she  has  made  re- 
markable progress,  and  will  no  doubt  become  an 
eminent  artist.  Guy  and  Stella  are  attending  the 
public  schools  of  Fairbury,  from  which  the  latter 
will  graduate  in  the  coming  June. 

!Mr.  and  Mrs.  Straight  were  certainly  born  under 
a  lucky  star;  they  have  prospered  in  all  the  mate- 
rial affairs  of  life ;  the}-  have  within  their  call  a  fam- 
ilj-  of  dutiful  children;  have  been  honored  by  the 
social  and  religious  organizations  to  which  they  be- 
long, and  have  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  the 
people  of  the  community  in  which  they  live.  If 
all  these  conditions  are  not  conducive  to  happiness, 
what  is.- 


<^       J>yILLIAM  H.  MOORE  many  years  ago   be- 


came known  throughout  Pontiac  Township 
V?'^J'     as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of   more  than 
ordinary-  abilit}-,  and  whose  efforts  were  uniformly 
rewarded  with  success.     He  has  a   fine    homestead 
on  section  13,  and  is  the  owner  of  eighty   acres, 
while   his  wife  has    100  acres.     He    came  to  this 
county  in  the  spring  of  1S77,  and  at  once    became 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Road   Com- 
missioner and  Sciiool  l^irector,    and    assisting,    as 
time  and  opportunity  afforded,  in  building  up    the 
business  and  social  interests  of  the  community. 
Mr.  Moore  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Mass., 
' '   Ma}'  3, 1 832,  and  is  the  son  of  William  G.  and  Eliza- 


beth (Handy)  Moore,  natives  respectively  of  Maine 
and  the  B.hv  State.  They  emigrated  from  New 
England  to  the  West  in  1840,  and  coming  into  this 
State,  located  first  in  Fulton  County,  whence  they 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Peoria  County,  in 
which  they  resided  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years. 
In  their  declining  years  they  cro.ssed  the  Missis- 
sipjii,  and  the  father  died  iu  Holt  County,  Neb.,  in 
July,  1885.  The  mother  had  returned  East  and 
spent  her  last  days  in  her  native  State,  passing  away 
in  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, 
namely,  William  H.,of  our  sketch;  John,  a  resident 
of  Nebraska;  Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  Henry  Shugart, 
of  Peoria  County,  111.;  Ann,  the  wife  of  John  S. 
Keller,  of  Holt  County,  Neb.;  Sarah,  widow  of 
the  late  John  Dailey,  of  Peoria;  Charles  W.,  of 
Holt  County,  Neb. ;  and  Catherine,  the  wife  of 
Jan)es  Dodd,  of  the  same  place.  The  father  of 
John  S.  Keller,  Isaac  Keller  by  name,  was  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and.  was  among  the 
pioneer  preachers  of  Peoria,  111.,  where  he  labored 
successfully  many  years. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  nine  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  to  this  State,  and  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated mostly  in  Peoria  County.  He  has  been  con- 
tinuously engaged  in  farming  pursuits  since  a 
youth,  with  which  his  tastes  and  inclinations  have 
alway:;  fully  accorded.  Soon  after  reaching  his 
majority,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
E.  Keyes,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  November, 
1832,  and  became  the  mother  of  four  children: 
John  I.  was  born  Sept.  28,  1855  ;  Faiiny  C,  Nov.  1, 
1858,  is  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  K.  Teach;  Alice 
J.  was  born  July  10,  1862,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Oliver  Teach,  of  Pontiac;  Charles  W.  was  born  Oct. 
22,  1870,  and  is  now  at  home.  Tlie  mother  of 
these  children  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in 
Peoria  County,  111.,  Jan.  6,  187-1. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Jan.  24,  1882,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Winni- 
fred  Ilandley,  of  Livingston  County,  111.  She  was 
born  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  April  11,  1843, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Eliza  Duff. 
When  a  young  lady  she  was  married  to  John  S. 
Ilandley,  and  became  the  mother  of  two  children: 
Anna  B.,  born  Feb.  23,  1870,  and  Robert  C,  Dec. 
0,1874.     The  maternal  great-grandfather  of    Mrs. 
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Moore,  John  Cunningham  by  name,  served  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  War,  passing  his  last  years 
in  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  that 
State,  where  they  remained  until  after  the  late  Civil 
War,  then  came  to  Livingston  County,  111.,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  fatlier 
dying  in  1873,  and  the  mother  in  1887. 

Mr.  Moore,  politically,  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  although  taking  little  part  in  the  vari- 
ous questions  of  the  day  otherwise  than  performing 
his  dutj'  asan  American  citizen  at  the  polls.  Mrs. 
Moore  is  a  worthy  and  acceptable  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


"^ ^^-^w^ "^ 

^  OMULUS  J.  OAKES,  who  has  seen  much  of 
^  the  world,  both  on  the  good  and  the  bad 
iOaI  side,  during-  his  life,  is  now  a  fanner  and 
\^j  st<:>ck-raiser  on  section  33,  Long  Point  To\vn- 
ship.  He  is  a  native  of  Waterville,  Yt.,  and  was 
born  on  the  Ifith  of  Maj-cL,  1822.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Amy  (Thomas)  Oakes,  who  w-ere  the 
parents  of  the  following-named  children :  Darius, 
who  was  a  farmer  l\y  occupation,  and  died  in  Michi- 
gan, leaving  a  wife  and  three  children;  Nathan,  who 
was  twice  married  and  died  in  A'ermont,  leaving  two 
children;  Esther,  who  married  Amos  Thomas  and 
had  one  child,  and  whose  husband  died  in  1884,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years;  Cyrenus  died  in  Belvi- 
dere,  Yt.,  and  left  three  cliildren ;  Oscar  died  in  1 870, 
leaving  a  wife  and  two  daughters ;  Horatio  married 
Mrs.  Ann  Gregg,  and  they  have  a  family  of  five 
children,  and  live  at  Blackstone,  111. 

Romulus  J.  Oakes  has  been  married  twice.  The 
fu'st  wife  was  Mrs.  Huldah  (Leonard)  Wilkison,  wlio 
was  born  on  the  31.st  of  March,  1826,  and  died  at 
6:30  A.  M.,  Feb.  27,  1876,  at  the  age  of  forty -nine 
years,  ten  months  and  twenty-seven  days.  This 
marriage  occurred  in  October,  1871.  The  second 
marriage  was  on  the  30th  of  December,  1877.  ti) 
Miss  Nancy  Rickej-,  of  Long  Point,  and  the  result 
of  this  union  has  been  one  child,  Don  Carlos,  wlio 
was  bom  on  the  1 1th  of  Septemlier,  1 878,  .and  is  now 
attending  school  at  home.  Nancy  Rickey,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Oakes.  was  boni  on  the  1 6th  of  December, 
1861,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  B.  Rickey, 
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who  -wa.s  bom  on  the  1 4th  of  March,  1 835,  and  died 
June  25,  1870,  aged  thirtj'-five  j^ears,  three  months 
and  nine  days,  and  Mary  A.  (Smith)  Rickey,  who 
was  born  on  the  4th  of  July,  1838,  and  the  date  of 
whose  death  is  not  remembered.  Thomas  B.  and 
Mary  A.  Rickey  were  the  jjarents  of  the  following- 
named  children:  Sarah  A.,  bom  Dec.  22,  1.S56, 
and  was  married  to  L.  G.  Belt  March  2,  1882  ;  Mary 
Isabelle,  bom  June  10,  185S,  and  died  Jan.  5,  1860, 
aged  eighteen  m<mths  and  twenty-six  da j^s;  Foster, 
liom  April  1,  1860,  and  died  Aug.  27,  1867,  aged 
seven  years,  four  months  and  twenty -seven  days; 
Annendy,  born  Aug.  12,  1863,  and  was  maiTied  to 
Freeman  Smalley,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Kan- 
.sas;  Lillie,  born  June  2,  1855,  was  married  to  John 
Russel  Feb.  15,  1883,  has  two  boys,  and  lives  in 
Livingston  County;  Josephine,  bom  Nov.  28, 1866, 
married  Charles  Wedding,  and  lives  in  Kansas; 
James  P.  was  bom  Sept.  25,  1868;  Rose  Ann,  March 
23,  1878. 

R.  J.  Oakes  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
for  a  short  time,  and  is  largely  a  self-educated  man. 
He  came  from  "N'ermont  to  Ohio  in  1836.  From 
Ohio  he  went  to  Michigan,  where  he  stopped  one 
year,  and  from  there  back  to  Ohio,  remaining  one 
sunuuer,  and  in  1831)  went  to  work  on  a  Mississippi 
River  steamboat.  At  St.  Louis  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  5th  United  States  Infantry,  where  he  served 
for  four  years,  eleven  and  one-half  months,  and 
was  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  his  time.  He 
enlisted  under  the  name  of  Joseph  Simpson,  the  ob- 
ject lieing  to  keep  his  parents  and  relatives  fi-om 
knowing  of  his  whereabouts,  and  for  seven  years 
they  had  no  tidings  whatever  from  him.  After  be- 
ing discharged  from  the  army  at  Detroit  he  went  to 
the  State  of  N»w  York,  where  he  engaged  for  six 
j'ears  in  keeping  a  canal  station  during  the  sunnner 
months.  From  New  l''ork  he  went  back  to  Michi- 
gan and  worked  for  one  year  in  a  saw^nill,  and  then 
came  to  Illinois  but  did  not  remain  long,  going  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  staid  two  j'ears.  In  the  fall 
that  Uncle  Abe  Lincoln  ran  for  President  he  came 
back  to  Illinois,  and  dates  his  residence  in  this  State 
from  that  time.  His  residence  since  that  time  in 
Illinois  has  been  continuous. 

Mr.  Oakes  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  wliich 
is  eligilily  located  on  section  33,  Long  Point  Towm- 
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ship.  Besides  farming  he  devotes  considerable  at- 
tention to  stoek-iiiising,  and  has  been  successful  in 
both.  1U>  is  in  politics  an  independent  Eepnblican, 
which  means  that  he  will  ^ote  tor  the  Repnblican  in 
preference  to  a  member  of  any  other  party,  prt)\id- 
ing  he  is  a  good  man:  in  utlicr  words,  while  his  be- 
liefs are  in  harmony  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Re- 
publican jxirty,  he  does  not  feel  himself  in  duty 
bound  to  vote  for  a  scalawag  sinijily  l)ecanse  he  is  a 
Ixepidilicaii.  lie  is  a  man  who  h:is  seen  both  the 
dark  and  the  bright  sides  ^)f  the  woild.  but  makes  it 
an  ob.ect  n<;)w  to  put  himself  intii  a  posititni  to  look 
uiK>n  the  bright  side  all  the  time.  His  wife  is  a  lady 
ot  good  education,  and  has  a  natural  taste  for  cer- 
tain lines  of  artistic  and  fancy  work,  and  is  an 
exi>ert  in  the  making  oi  tissue  paper  boquets,  hair 
work,  Kensington  embroidery  and  fancy  work,  and 
the  walls  and  windows  oi  her  residence  show  manj' 
evidences  i  >f  her  skill  in  this  line.  They  are  happih' 
and  pleas;intly  situated  and  well  surrounded  with  the 
comforts  of  life. 

MOS  EDWARDS,  retired  farmer  and  now 
^yLi|  a  resident  of  Cornell,  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  Livingston  County,  who 
nearly  fifty  j'ears  ago  pushed  his  waj'  into 
an  unsettled  country,  and  entered  a  quarter  section 
of  land  from  the  Government.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, take  possession  of  this  until  the  following 
year,  but  returned  to  his  native  State  of  New 
York,  and  completed  his  pre|)arations  for  the  pro- 
posed change.  He  had  ab'eady  a  wife  and  family 
and  when  starting  for  Illinois  the  second  time  was 
equipped  with  a  lumber  wagon  anfU  two  horses,  by 
which  means  he  transijorled  his  family  and  house- 
hold goods,  and  arrived  at  his  destination  on  the 
7th  of  September,  1839.  On  his  land  there  was 
not  even  sliclter  for  their  heads,  and  they  moved 
int<j  the  house  of  a  neigiilioi',  said  structure  being 
built  of  logs,  and  furnished  in  the  most  primitive 
manner.  In  Ma}'  following  Mr.  Edwards  had 
erected  under  great  diliicultics  a  fi'ame  dwelling 
after  the  Ea.stern  fashion,  and  wiiich  was  considered 
a  very  fine  affair  for  those  days.  This  he  occupied 
for  many  years,  and   until   after  his  children    liad 


grown  up,  and  leaving  the  home  shelter  had  estab- 
lished themselves  in  domiciles  of  their  own. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  the  offspring  of  some  of  the 
best  and  oldest  stock  of  the  East,  originally  New 
Englanders,  but  subsequently  locating  in  New 
Y'ork  State.  His  parents,  Paul  and  Del lorah  (  Wage) 
Edwards,  were  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former 
born  Aug.  3,  1774,  and  the  latter  in  1776.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  Peleg  and  Margaret 
(King)  Edwards,  who  traced  their  ancestrj^  back  to 
England.  Mrs.  Deborah  Edwards  was  the  daughter 
of  Amos  and  Chloe  (Brown)  Wage,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage with  tWe-  father  of  our  subject  became  the 
mother  of  the  children  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Deborah,  born  in  1801,  was  married,  and  died  in 
1833,  leaving  an  infant  about  three  weeks  old  ;  Sam- 
uel was  born  July  20, 1803,  was  married  and  became 
the  father  of  three  daughters,  and  one  son,  who 
died  in  the  South  while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army;  Amos,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Sar- 
atoga County,  N.  Y'.,  Dec.  15,  1806;  Nathan  was 
born  April  14,  1808,  and  died  in  1857;  Lydia  was 
born  March  5,  1810,  became  the  wife  of  Philip 
Nigh,  of  Ohio,  and  died  in  November,  1875;  Pe- 
leg was  born  in  April,  1814,  and  died  in  Amity 
Township,  this  county,  in  1862,  leaving  a  wife  but 
no  children;  William,  born  in  1817,  died  when  five 
years  old.  The  mother  of  these  children  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Amity,  in  December.  1851. 
Paul  Edwards  had  passed  away  Aug.  27,  1850,  in 
Amity  Township. 

Our  subject  remained  a  resident  of  his  native 
State  until  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  being  em- 
ployed mostly  in  teaching,  for  which  he  received 
fifty  cents  per  day,  twenty-four  days  in  the  month 
for  seven  years.  Finally,  in  1835,  he  migrated  to 
Sandusky  County,  Ohii>.  He  had  while  in  New 
Y'ork  St:ite  been  married,  Sept.  19,  1833,  to  Miss 
Abigail  Coffin,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Providence.  Mrs.  Edwards 
w.as  born  Dec.  1,  1811,  and  became  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Maria,  born  March  16,  1835; 
Harriet.  Nov.  28,  1836,  and  Henry  C,  April 
21,  1838.  Mrs.  Abigail  Edwards  departed  this 
life  at  her  home,  Oct.  13,  1840.  Our  subject  sub- 
sequently married  Laura  Lounsberg,  Jan.  21, 1841  ; 
she  died  Jan.  27,  1875.    Mrs.  Jemima  Talbot,  May 


«»     ■    49 


^ 


►-;«-^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


a 


407 


21,1876,  became  his  third  wife.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Ohio,  Dec.  16,  1809.  She  came  to  Illinois  with 
her  parents  in  1838,  and  remained  with  them  until 
her  first  marriage. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  been  in  all  respects  one  of  the 
most  useful  and  enterprising  men  of  his  township, 
and  as  the  country  settled  up  around  him  he  was 
tacitly  chosen  as  a  leader,  and  a  man  suitable  to  be 
the  incumbent  of  the  first  offices.  He  was  elected 
Count}'  Surveyor  in  1844,  serving  four  years,  and 
re-elected  for  a  second  term.  At  the  next  election 
the  candidate  either  could  not  or  would  not  qualify, 
and  Mr.  Edwards  was  called  upon  to  fill  the  office 
thus  made  vacant,  officiating  twelve  j'ears  thereafter 
in  this  capacity.  He  was  appointed  Postmaster  of 
the  infant  town  of  Amity  under  Cave  Johnson, 
who  sent  his  commission  to  the  house  and  invested 
him  with  the  office,  which  beheld  until  1801,  wlien 
he  lost  bis  political  scalp. 

Mr.  Edwards'  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  in 
1832  for  Andrew  Jackson,  and  he  has  since  remained 
an  uncompromising  Democrat.  On  account  of  his 
extraordinarily  retentive  memory  be  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  men  to  converse  with  to  be 
found  anj'where.  His  knowledge  of  early  events 
enables  him  to  chronicle  a  long  series  of  interest- 
ing events,  many  of  which  have  escaped  the  notice 
and  memory  of  the  pioneers  who  were  connected 
with  tbem  and  are  now  fast  passing  away.  Our 
subject  did  not  particularly  bend  his  energies  to  the 
accumulation  of  wealth;  however,  he  owns  a  com- 
fortable home  in  the  village  and  some  town  prop- 
erty besides. 
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^SAAC  J.  SPANGLER.  '-Whatever  is  worth" 
I  doing  at  all  is  worth  doing  well"  is  a  motto  that 
l|i  should  be  faithfully  adhered  to  all  the  way 
through  life;  but  unfortunately  such  is  not  the  case. 
Where  a  man  is  found  who  personifies  in  his  work 
and  business  affairs  this  axiom,  there  system,  order 
and  harmony  prevail,  and  there  is  no  uncertainty 
about  the  resultant  prosperity.  The  writer  is 
prompted  to  these  reflections  by  a  visit  to  the  mag- 
nificently' ordered  stock  farm  on  section    18,   Belle 


Prairie  Township,  owned  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Mr.  Spangler  was  born  in  Lebanon  County,  Pa., 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Maria  (Beckley)  Spangler,  natives  of  the 
same  Slate.  The  father  was  born  in  1806  and  died 
April  25,  1879,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  spoke  and  wrote  German  influcntlj'.  lie 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  but  a  part  of  his  time 
was  engaged  in  the  management  of  a  small  farm. 
The  mother  was  born  in  1808,  and  died  in  1851. 
She  was  a  kind  and  gentle  woman,  and  was  much 
beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  German  Eeformed  Church,  and 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  including  our 
subject:  Michael;  Jonathan,  deceased;  Samuel 
lives  in  Pennsylvania;  David  lives  in  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Maria;  Israel;  Harriet  died  at  the  age  of  five 
years;  Joseph  lives  on  the  homestead:  Catherine; 
Rudolph,  now  in  Arkansas,  and  one  child  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Mr.  Spangler  came  to  Illinois  in  1861,  reaching 
Bloomington  penniless,  and  pawned  his  watch  for 
the  small  sum  of  $2.50,  to  enable  him  to  get  to 
Pontiac;  from  there  he  proceeded  to  a  farm  adjoin- 
ing the  one  he  now  owns,  where  he  entered  the  serv- 
ice of  Benjamin  Walton  as  a  farm  hand.  He  was 
married,  on  the  31st  of  January,  1866,  to  Ellen  A^ 
Wareham,  a  native  of  Ohio,  where  she  was  liorn  on 
the  18th  of  March,  1849,  and  reared  to  womanhood. 
They  had  five  children:  Delia;  John,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  months;  George  S. ;  Francis  died 
in  childhood;  Isaac  J.  was  killed  instantly  in  Ohio 
by  the  falling  of  a  pile  of  lumber.  Mr.  Spangler 
was  married  a  second  time,  on  the  29th  of  Sejrtem- 
ber,  1881,  to  Miss  Emma  A.  G.  Brant,  a  lady  of 
hio-h  culture  and  refinement.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Leonard  and  Susan  Brant,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia  respectively,  who  were  residents 
of  Livingston  Count}',  where  the  father  died  in 
1883.  By  this  marriage  two  children  have  been 
born — James  B.  and   Ira  J. 

Mr.  Spangler  is  the  owner  of  168  acres  of  land, 
which  is  cultivated  after  the  most  approved  meth- 
ods. His  farm  house  is  a  model  of  its  kind,  and  the 
barns  and  other  out-buildings  are  as  complete  in  all 
their  details  as  they   could  possibly  be  made.     He 
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purchased  this  farm  in  1868,  and  has  been  assidu- 
ous in  making  improvements.  He  is  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  fine  stock,  and  makes  a  si3ecialt\'  of  breed- 
ing Norman,  Belgian  and  F^nglish  draft  horses,  and 
high-grade  Short-horn  cattle,  lie  has  held  the  of- 
fice of  School  Director,  and  acquitted  himself  to  the 
perfect  satisfaction  of  the  people.  During  the 
struggle  of  the  nation  for  an  existence  from  1  86 1 
to  1865.  he  served  three  j-ears  in  Company  K  of 
the  3d  Illinois  Cavalry,  enlisting  in  August,  1861. 
His  service  was  principall}-  in  the  southwest,  and 
the  first  chance  that  he  had  to  smell  gunpowder  was 
at  Pea  Ridge,  Ark.,  at  which  eng.agement  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  and  conve^'ed  to  Ft.  Smith,  where 
he  was  confined  for  thirty  days  until  exchanged. 
He  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  in  the  en- 
gagements in  front  and  rear  which  preceded  it;  and 
at  the  battle-  of  Germantown,  Guntown,  and  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.:  he  was  mustered  out  in  September, 
1864. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spangler  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  take  great  inter- 
est in  their  church  affairs.  In  political  matters  Mr. 
Spangler  approves  of  the  doctrines  taught  and 
practiced  bj-  the  Republican  party. 


*        IfclLLIAM  M.  KILGORE,  of  Saunemin  Town- 
*       '''    ship,  and  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life, 
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is  eminently  worthy  of  a  place  among  the 
records  published  in  this  work,  as  that  of  an  enter- 
prising and  useful  citizen  who  located  in  Saunemin 
Township  about  1870,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
a  good  farm  on  section  23,  where  he  mostly  em- 
l<loys  his  time  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  and  was  born  in  Mar- 
shall County,  Oct.  4,  1841.  He  is  consequently  in 
the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  and  has  full}'  established 
himself  in  the  e>teein  and  confidence  of  the  peoi)Ie 
■around  him. 

The  paternal  ancestors  of  our  subject  were  of 
.Scot<;h-Irish  descent,  and  his  jiarents  were  Jesse  and 
Mary  (<^iigley)  Kilgore,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
William  Kilgore  was  orphaned  early  in  life,  his 
mother  dying  when  he  was  about  two  years  of  age, 
and  his  father  two  years  later,     lie  was  then  taken 


into  the  home  of  his  grandparents,  Joseph  and  Mary 
Quigley,  residents  of  Cumberland  Countj',  Pa.,  and 
with  them  remained  until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years. 
Then,  ambitious  to  connnence  life  for  himself,  he 
started  for  the  "West,  and  after  reaching  this  State 
located  in  Marshall  County,  of  which  he  remained  a 
resident  until  his  removal  to  Livingston,  in  the 
spring  of  1870.  Here  he  has  since  been  a  resident. 
He  had  received  a  common-school  education,  and 
his  entire  life  has  been  employed  in  farming. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  Marshall  County,  Nov.  7,  1872,  was  formerly 
Miss  Loisa  B.  Barnes,  who  was  born  in  Marshall 
County,  Sept.  28,  1843.  Mrs.  K.  is  the  daughter  of 
Henry  B.  and  Jane  M.  (Kilgore)  Barnes,  natives  of 
Delaware  and  Ohio,  and  her  father  now  resides  in 
Saunemin  Township.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
c<Mnmenced  life  together  on  the  farm  at  this  place, 
and  there  were  born  to  them  two  children — Harry 
B.,  Feb.  4,  1877,  and  a  boy,  who  died  in  infancy, 
unnamed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at 
Saunemin,  in  which  "Hi"  subject  officiates  as  Trustee 
and  is  one  of  the  chief  pillars.  Polilically  he  is  Re- 
publican, like  his  father  before  him,  and  has  in  all 
respects  proved  the  friend  of  education  and  prog- 
ress. The  property  of  himself  and  his  wife  in- 
cludes 160  acres  of  valuable  land,  each  being  the 
owner  of  eight}',  acres.  Mr.  K.  when  starting  out 
for  himself,  received  the  munificent  salary  of  $5  per 
month,  and  in  looking  upon  his  surroundings  to- 
day, it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he  has  made 
good  use  of  his  time  and  opportunities. 
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^^?^  W.  FERRIS,  Superintendent  of  Livingston 
ll  (^-,  County  schools,  has  made  the  cause  of  edu- 
"^^^Jj  cation  principally  his  life  work,  having 
commenced  his  career  as  a  teacher  before  he  was 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
Pontiac  and  vicinity  since  18.59,  and  has  been  a 
prominent  figure  in  the  educational  interests  of 
Livingston  County.  He  was  born  May  23,  1840, 
in  Addison  County,  Vt.,  and  is  the  son  of  Melanc- 
thon  and  Elizabeth  (Shepherd)  Ferris,  also  natives 
of  the  Green  Mountain  State.     His  paternal  grand- 
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father,  Darius  Ferris,  was  a  native  of  England,  who 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Ad- 
dison County,  assisting-  largel\'  in  building  up  the 
village  which  afterward  bore  his  name.  He  had 
followed  the  sea  many  years,  and  died  at  Ferrisburg 
about  1840.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Shepherd,  a  native  of  Panton, 
Vt. 

Melancthon  Ferris,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
sailed  on  the  lakes  with  his  father  when  a  boy,  and 
afterward  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was 
born  in  1795,  and  died  in  Panton,  Vt.,  in  1870. 
The  mother  rested  from  her  labors  in  middle  life, 
in  1844.  The  parental  household  included  nine 
children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  and 
seven  are  now  living,  namelj':  Charles;  Augusta, 
Mrs.  Bailey ;  Mary,  Mrs.  Vancor;  Samantha,  who 
also  married  a  Mr.  Vancor;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Mat- 
thews; George  W.,  our  subject;  Martha,  Mrs.  Farr, 
and  Carlisle.  The  last-named  brother  was  the  eld- 
est of  the  familj-,  and  during  the  late  war;served 
in  the  1st  New  York  Infantry  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Va.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  an  old-line  Whig  in  earlj^  manhood,  but 
afterward  affiliated  with  the  Republicans,  and  both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  For 
twenty-five  years  Melancthon  Ferris  commanded  a 
lake  schooner  of  which  he  was  the  owner,  and 
which  ran  on  Lake  Champlain  and  to  Canada.  He 
finally  retired  from  a  seafaring  life,  and  his  last 
years  were  spent  on   a  little  farm   in  Panton,  Vt. 

Mr.  Ferris  during  his  boyhood  attended  the 
common  school  in  his  native  county,  and  afterward 
a  select  school  under  the  instruction  of  James  Ten 
Brocke.  Subsequently  he  attended  the  academy 
of  Lunenburg,  Mass.,  one  year,  then  taught  for  a 
time  in  bis  own  county,  and  subsequently  attended 
Barre  Academy  near  Montpelier,  Vt.  He  came  to 
Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1859,  locating  first  in  Owego 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  was  employed  two 
winters  as  a  teacher,  and  in  1861  settled  on  a  farm. 
The  same  year  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  Stinson,  vvho  wiis  born  in  Indiana, 
April  13,  1842,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  L. 
and  Mary  (Herschburger)  Stinson,  natives  of  Indi- 
ana, where  James  L.  was  engaged  as  a  civil  en- 
gineer.    Mr.  Ferris  remained   on   the    farm    until 


1884,  during  which  time  he  had  been  somewhat 
employed  in  teaching,  and  was  also  engaged  in 
the  nursery  business.  He  put  up  a  handsome  resi- 
-dence  in  1873,  and  beautified  his  home  by  planting 
evergreens  and  fruit  trees  and  surrounding  the 
dwelling  with  choice  flowers.  The  homestead  is 
the  admiration  of  the  passer-by,  and  indicates  the 
refined  and  cultivated  taste  of  its  proprietor. 

Mr.  Ferris  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools  in  1882,  and  re-elected  in  188G.  He  moved 
to  Pontine  in  1884,  and  purchased  a  home  on  Liv- 
ingston street,  where  he  now  lives.  Of  his  mar- 
riage there  were  born  six  children,  namely:  Aldace 
M.,  Jessie  E.,  Carl  I.,  Milly  M.,  Claude  and  Claire. 
The  eldest  son,  Aldace  M.,  married  Miss  Electa  O. 
Hull,  of  Marshall  Count}^  and  was  formerly  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  at  Pontiac;  he  is  now 
a  resident  of  San  Diego,  Cal.  Jessie  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Morrison,  and  has  one  child,  a  son, 
Claude;  Carl  is  occupied  as  a  drug  clerk  in  Pontiac. 
Mr.  Ferris  is  an  extensive  reader  and  keeps  him- 
self well  posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest. 
He  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  socially, 
belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
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Tl  ANSING  HUTCHINSON.  This  enterpris- 
farmer  not  many  years  ago 
for  himself  in  a  field  of  labor 
to  which  he  is  most  admirably  adapted,  both  by 
training  and  natural  qualifications.  He  enteis  with 
genuine  interest  into  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and 
nothing  appears  pleasanter  to  his  eye  than  the  spec- 
tacle of  growing  grain,  the  well-kept  and  thriving 
live  stock,  and  all  the  other  appurtenances  of  a  well 
conducted  farm.  Possessing  this  true  spirit  with 
which  to  operate,  there  is  no  conjecture  in  predict- 
ing for  him  that  complete  success  of  which  he  is  so 
eminentlj'  deserving.  His  land  lies  on  section  20, 
Avoca  Township,  and  includes  154  acres,  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation  with  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence and  good  out-buildings. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  Feb.  17, 
1857,  and  is  the  sou  of  Gideon  and  Susannah  (Shan- 
gle)  Hutchinson.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  family 
came  from  England  to  the  United  States  with  the 
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Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  landed  at  Pl\-niouth  Rock. 
Thov  became  prominent  amono'  the  Colonists  as 
people  possessing  in  a  marked  degree  those  traits  of 
character  which  fostered  the  earlj- "spirit  of  liberty, 
and  assisted  in  throwing  oflf  the  yoke  of  the  op- 
pressor. Thej  married  and  reared  families,  and 
their  descendants  have,  almost  without  exception, 
reflected  the  virtues  of  their  ancestors.  The  father 
of  our  subject,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  came  to  the 
West  when  his  son  Lansing  was  a  little  lad  four 
j-eai-s  of  age.  They  located  first  in  McLean  County, 
this  StAte,  where  thej'  resided  until  the  spring  of 
l!^67,  and  then  took  up  their  abode  in  this  count}'. 
Gideon  Hutchinson  soon  after  his  arrival  purchased 
a  tract  of  land,  onlj-  a  part  of  which  had  been  cul- 
tivated, and  which  now  constitutes  the  home  of  our 
subject.  He  cultivated  the  soil,  and  added  year 
after  year  the  improvements  which  made  the  place 
attractive  and  valuable.  He  occupied  it  until  the 
spring  of  1881,  when  he  removed  across  the  Missis- 
>ippi  into  Carroll  County,  Iowa,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. Gideon  Hutchinson  was  Supervisor  of 
Avoca  Township  a  number  of  terms,  and  served  as 
School  Director  man}'  years.  Both  parents  were 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  the  father  served  as  an  Elder,  and 
did  good  service  in  building  up  the  society  and 
encouraging  its  growth.  Politically,  during  his 
later  years,  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party.  Although,  perhaps,  not  the  hero  of  any 
thrilling  event,  he  has  employed  his  time  and  tal- 
ents worthily,  and  is  esteemed  as  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen. 

Of  a  large  family  of  children  born  to  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  six  now  survive,  namely,  Philip, 
Lansing:  Catherine,  Mrs.  George  Cook,  of  Eppard's 
Point  Town.-hip;  Howard,  Frederick  and  Mary. 
Lansing  Hutchinson  passed  his  boyhood  and  j'outh 
after  the  manner  of  niosi  fanners'  sons,  spending 
his  winters  at  the  district  school  and  his  smumcrs 
on  the  farm,  where  his  services  were  utilized  in  as- 
sisting to  plant  and  garner  the  crops.  He  was  a 
bright  and  ambitious  boy,  fond  of  good  hooks,  and 
supplemented  his  school  advantages  by  a  course  of 
sensible  reading  at  homi;  during  his  leisure  hours. 
,  He  remained  a  member  of  his  father's  household 
until  ready  to   launch  out  in    life  f<^r  him.self,  and 


was  married,  Fel).  27,  1S79,  to  Miss  Lillian  J. 
Taylor.  Mrs.  Hutchinson  was  born  in  Jefferson, 
Mo.,  Oct.  23,  1858,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram 
J.  and  Sybil  (Gibbs)  Taj'lor.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Scotland  and  the  mother  of  Missouri. 
The  former  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Mis- 
souri in  1800;  the  mother  survived  her  husband 
twelve  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson  have  a  blooming  family 
of  four  children :  Lottie  E.  was  born  Dee.  28,  1879; 
Arthur  L.,  Sept.  2,  1881;  Albert  E.,  July  14,  1883, 
and  Bessie  M.,  Feb.  8,  1 886.  Mr.  H.,  following  the 
example  of  his  honored  father,  votes  the  straight 
Republican  ticket  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  Clerk  of  Avoca  Township.  He  belongs  to 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  Mrs.  H.  is  a  Meth- 
odist in  religious  lielief. 

^^F;0RGE  STUCKEY,  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
III  __,  on  section  7,  Forest  Township,  first  became 
^^^  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  1856, 
when  he  settled  at  Hudson,  McLean  County,  and 
engaged  in  farming  on  a  rented  place.  In  1 867  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  added  until,  at  the 
present  time,  his  farm  consists  of  160  acres,  which 
is  well  stocked  with  Ilolstein  cattle,  Norman  mixed 
horses,  and  Poland-China  hogs.  There  are  six 
acres  planted  in  choice  varieties  of  apples  and  other 
fruit  trees.  He  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers 
in  Livingston  County,  111.,  among  whom  but  few  are 
left,  including  Messrs.  Marberly,  Weeks,  Thomas 
and  Riley. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  England, 
on  the  14th  of  February,  1828.  He  is  the  son  of 
Edward  and  Margaret  (Gillett)  Stuckey,  who  were 
farmers  in  the  old  country,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1862,  locating  in  McLean  County,  where 
they  remained  a  few  years  with  their  people.  The 
lather  died  in  1867,  and  the  mother  soon  afterward. 
Our  subject  was  first  married,  in  1854,  to  Eliza 
Doble.  By  this  marriage  there  were  born  seven 
children — William  Edward,  Walter,  Frank,  Mary, 
llattie  J'].,  Elizabeth  and  Lettie.  Edward  married, 
and  located  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  is  en- 
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gaged  in  farming;  Mary  married  Job  Manning,  a 
farmer,  and  tlie  ottiers  are  unmarried.  This  wife 
died  in  July.  1877.  In  March,  1881,  Mr.  Stuckey 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Elmira  Conn,  a  native  of  Ni- 
agara County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  born  on  the 
4th  of  August,  1844.  Her  parents,  Patrick  and 
Hannah  (Smith)  Mahoney,  came  West  about  1837, 
first  settling  in  McLean  County,  111.,  where  they 
lived  about  ten  years,  and  then  came  to  Fairbury, 
this  county,  where  they  now  reside,  retired  from 
active  work.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  Cordelia,  Edward,  Susan, 
Elmira;  Amanda  Jane,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four 
j-ears,  and  the  same  name  was  conferred  upon  the 
sixth  child ;  Josephine  and  Effie,  all  of  whom  are 
now  married.  By  Mrs.  Elmira  Conn's  first  mar- 
riage were  born  four  children — James,  Leslie,  Will- 
iam and  Freddie.  Her  husband  died  in  187(1.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
son,  James,  is  married,  and  is  now  located  in  Ne- 
braska. Mr.  Stuckey  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
In  religion,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stuckey  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  at  Fairbury,  III. 


SHOMAS  H.  EDWARDS.  Whatever  of  his- 
tory that  has  been  made  in  that  part  of  lUi- 
^  nois  comprised  in  Peoria  and  Livingston 
Counties,  ought  to  be  very  familiar  to  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  on  section  30,  Owego 
Township,  for  he  is  a  native  of  Peoria  County,  and 
was  born  Jan.  1,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Edward 
D.  and  Susan  E.  Edwards,  who  were  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Mar3'land,  respectively.  His  paternal 
ancesters  were  Scotch-Irish,  and  the  maternal  ances- 
tors of  German  descent.  The  grandfather,  Thomas 
Edwards,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
parents  of  Mr.  Edwards  left  Virginia  in  1833,  and 
emigi'ated  to  Peoria  County,  where  they  were  among 
the  very  first  settlers,  and  indeed  at  that  time  not  a 
house  had  been  built  where  the  cit^'  of  Peoria  now 
stands.  The  father  for  several  years  operated  a 
sawmill  on  the  banks  of  the  Illinois  River,  on  the 
spot  now  decided  to  be  near  the  foot  of  Fayette 
street  in  the  city  of  Peoria.  The  father  died  in 
October,  1857,  and  the  mother  still  resides  in  Peo- 


ria County.  There  were  born  to  them  eight  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living:  Nellie,  wife  of  D.  S. 
Gigley,  of  McLean  County,  111. ;  Francis  A.,  of  Peoria 
Count3';  Edward  D.,  of  Peoria  County;  Susan  E., 
wife  of  I'raneis  Van  Arsdall,  of  Peoria  County ;  and 
Thomas  H.  The  latter  grew  to  manhood  in  Peoria 
County,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools, 
in  which  he  received  a  good  education. 

Mr.  Edwards  w.as  married  in  Peoria  County  on 
the  14th  of  March,  1869,  to  Virginia  A.  Woolford, 
a  native  of  Virginia,  who  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1845.  She  is  the  daughter  of  George  Wool- 
ford,  of  Peoria  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F]d- 
wards  there  have  been  l)oru  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living,  as  follows:  Edward  D.,  George 
H.,  Thomas  J.;  Leslie,  deceased;  James  II.,  Benja- 
min F.  and  Quincy  Adam. 

Mr.  Edwards  came  to  Livingston  County  in 
1882,  and  settled  on  his  farm  in  Owego  Township 
in  the  spring  of  1883,  the  farm  consisting  of  120 
.acres  in  Owego,  and  forty  acres  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship. He  also  owns  eighty  acres  on  section  35,  in 
Owego  Township.  Onthe  14th  of  Feliruarjs  1865, 
Mr.  Edwards  enlisted  in  Company  A,  15Ist  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  served  one  year,  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  time  performing  patrol  duty  at  Colum- 
bus, Ga.  In  February,  1866,  he  was  honoralJ}'  dis- 
charged and  returned  home. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Edwards  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  but  resided  al)0ut  twenty  years  in  Peoria 
County,  where  the  mother  died  in  December,  1881. 
Thej-  h.ad  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  six  of 
them  are  living :  Mary,  the  wife  of  D.  W.  Hodson, 
of  Peoria  County;  Sarah  E.,  of  Peoria  County; 
Benjamin  F.,  of  Peoria  Country;  Adam  L.,  of  Liv- 
ingston County;  Christiana,  wife  of  James  Helsey, 
of  Peoria  County;  the  one  deceased  was  Phcebe 
J.  The  father  is  still  alive,  and  resides  in  Virginia. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards  are  Ijoth  much  attached  to 
the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  they  are  members. 
Mr.  Edwards  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
been  constant  in  his  affiliations  with  that  party. 
For  nine  years  he  served  as  School  Director  in  Peo- 
ria County,  and  for  three  years  in  Owego  Town- 
ship. In  the  spring  of  1885  he  was  elected  one  of 
the  three  School  Trustees  of  Owego  Township  for  a 
term  of  three  years.     In  Mr.  Edwards  is  illustrated 
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what  cAn  l>e  accomplished  l>y  industry,  frugaJity, 
and  good  management,  when  one  is  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources.  In  whatever  has  l>ecn  accomplished 
since  his  marriage,  his  efforts  have  been  seconded 
bv  his  excellent  wife. 


J.  BENNKTT.  located  on  section -24,  Ch:ir- 
lotte  Township,  and  identified  with  the 
^  business  and  agricultural  interests  of  that 
region,  is  considered  one  of  the  important 
factors  in  a  community  highly  prosperous  and  in- 
telligent, and  oper.ates  200  acres  of  some  of  the  fin- 
est farming  land  in  Livingston  County.  The  hand- 
some property  of  which  he  is  now  the  possessor  is 
the  result  of  his  own  persevering  industry,  as  he  re- 
ceived no  legacy-  to  begin  with  and  has  fought  his 
way  single  handed  amidst  many  difficulties. 

The  people  born  upon  the  soil  of  New  York  State 
are  tacitly  given  credit  for  excellent  business  ca- 
pacities, which  were  usually  supplemented  with  a 
practical  education.  Our  subject  was  born  there 
in  the  town  of  »ie,  Cayuga  County,  Jan.  25, 1838, 
and  passed  his  childhood  and  youth  on  the  old 
liomestead  belonging  to  his  parents,  Otis  and  Clar- 
inda  (Savery)  Bennett.  They  were  natives  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  which  State  the  parents  of  both  had 
settled  at  an  earl}'  day.  Otis  Bennett,  like  his  father 
before  him,  understood  all  about  farming,  in  which 
he  engaged  considerably,  while  in  the  meantime 
working  as  a  shoemaker,  which  trade  he  had  learned 
in  his  youth.  He  also  followed  this  after  his  re- 
moval to  New  York  State.  The  family  came  to 
the  West  in  the  fall  of  1856,  locating  on  a  rented 
farm  in  Peoria  County,  this  State,  where  the  mother 
died  the  following  j'ear.  She  was  a  lady  of  most 
excellent  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  and  was 
greatly  mourned  by  her  family  and  friends.  The 
father  continued  to  reside  on  the  farm  in  Peoria 
County,  where  his  death  took  place  in  1877. 

The  early  education  of  our  subject  was  conducted 
in  the  district  school,  and  he  was  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years  when  his  father  and  the  family  came  to  this 
State.  He  soon  afterward  started  out  for  himself, 
working  by  the  month,  and  the  j'ear  following  had 
saved  a  .sufllcient  sum  of  money  with  which  to  buy 


'  a  team  and  commence  operations  for  himself  on  a 
tract  of  rented  land.  This  he  occupied  three  years, 
and,  still  climbing  up  little  by  little,  purchased,  in 
18(!0,  fort}'  acres  of  improved  land  in  Peoria  County, 

j    of  which  he  remained  in  possession  seven  j-ears,  and 

1  with  excellent  results.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  on  section  1  2,  in 

I  Charlotte  Township,  and  the  year  following  came 
to  Livingston  County.  In  the  summer  of  1868  he 
broke  a  part  of  his  first  purchase,  and  a  few 
months  later  sold  the  fortj'  acres  in  Peoria  County 
and  i)urch:ised  eighty  acres  on  section  24,  and  sold 
the  eighty  on  section  12. 

The  affairs  of  Mr.  Bennett  had  now  assumed 
such  shape  that  he  considered  he  was  in  good  con- 
dition to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  and  take  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  a  famil}'.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  spring  of  18G9,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Ridgeway,  a  native  of 
Franklin  County,  N.  Y'.,  and  born  March  24,  1850. 
She  was  the  third  child  in  the  family  of  John  H. 
and  Lydia  (Wheeler)  Ridgewa^',  natives  respect- 
ive!}' of  Ireland  and  Canada,  and  the  parents  of 
seven  children.  The  young  people  at  once  re- 
paired to  their  farm,  where  there  had  been  erected 
a  modest  dwelling,  and  where  they  are  still  located. 
Mr.  Bennett  has  added  considerably  to  his  original 
purchase,  and  in  1873  erected  a  more  substantial 
residence  which,  together  with  the  barn  and  adja- 
cent out-buildings,  completes  a  handsome  and  com- 
fortable home.  The  farm  stock  includes  graded 
Durham  and  Holstein  cattle,  Morgan  and  Clyde 
horses  and  Poland-China  swine. 

Mr.  Bennett  brought  with  him  to  this  section 
that  high  regard  for  the  establishment  of  educa- 
tional institutions  which  is  an  essential  feature  of 
the  men  of  the  Empire  State.  He  greatly  aided  in 
the  organization  of  the  school  districts  and  the  put- 
ting up  of  the  various  buildings  required,  and  has 
served  as  Director  in  his  district  for  a  period  of 
twelve  years,  besides  occupying  other  important 
offices.  He  takes  very  little  part  in  politics,  but 
votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  liberal  in 
church  matters,  and  one  of  the  first  men  called  upon 
to  contribute  toward  the  further.-ince  of  those  enter- 
prises which  will  benefit  the  people,  both  morally 
and  financially.     Mrs.  B.  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
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ing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch.  They 
have  an  interesting  family  of  four  children,  namelj\ 
George  Francis,  Nellie  Maud,  Roy  Earnest  and 
Stella  Fern,  comprising  an  unbroken  circle,  and  all 
at  home.  The  children  have  all  been  well  educated, 
and  in  taking  their  proper  stations  in  life  will  do 
honor  to  their  estimable  parents. 


bEONIDAS  T.  STOUTEMYER.  One  of  the 
liest  qualities  a  Itusiness  man  can  possess  is 
conservatism,  a  quality  which  prompts  hnn 
to  take  no  important  step  until  he  is  sure  he  is  right, 
and  then,  as  was  said  by  David  Crockett,  go  ahead. 
Men  frequently  accumulate  fortunes  by  taking  steps 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  regardless  of  conse- 
quences, but  that  kind  of  a  fortune  seldom  stays 
by  a  man.  Those  who  reach  ultimate  success,  and 
wind  up  their  long  lives  having  accomplished  all 
which  thej'  set  out  to,  are  the  men  who  are 
cautious  and  conservative  in  all  their  transactions. 
These  are  qualities  which  are  largely  possessed  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  prominent  farmer, 
located  on  section  13,  Chatsworth  Township,  and 
whose  residence  in  the  county  dates  from  1865. 
He  is  a  native  of  Miami  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
born  on  the  8th  of  December,  1841.  His  father, 
AVilliam  B.  Stoutemyer,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
but  when  twelve  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his 
parents'  when  they  removed  to  Miami  County, 
Ohio,  where  the  family  were  pioneer  settlers.  The 
father  grew  to  manhood  in  Miami  County,  where  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Nancj'  Ross,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  her  parents  were  early 
pioneers  of  Clarke  County,  Ohio.  They  followed 
farming  in  Miami  County  until  1864,  when  they 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Bloomington,  where  the  mother  died  in  February, 
1879.  The  father  then  came  to  Livingston  County, 
and  died  in  April  of  the  same  year.  They  were 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  lat- 
ter dying  in  childhood.  The  sons  are  still  living, 
and  are:  William  E.,  who  resides  in  Livingston 
County;  John  B.,  who  resides  in  Bloomington  ;  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  the  oldest  of  the 
'  f    tliree.     He   was   about   nine   years   old   when   the 


family  removed  to  Logan  County,  Ohio,  where  lie 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  assisted 
in  the  work  upon  the  farm.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in 
the  month  of  July,  and  was  mustered  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  service  in  Company  E,  45th  Ohio  In- 
fantry, with  which  he  served  three  years,  and  soon 
after  entering  the  army  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Dutton  Hill  and  Campton  West.  He  was  with 
Gen.  Burnsides  in  his  famous  raids  through  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee.  The  winter  of  18G3-64  was 
passed  by  the  regiment  at  Ml.  Sterling,  Ky.,  after 
which  it  joined  Gen.  Sherman  at  Chattanooga,  and 
l)articipated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  subsequently 
returning  with  Gen.  Thomas  and  participating  in 
many  a  hard-fought  battle.  In  the  battle  at  Knox- 
ville,  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  head, 
which  rendered  him  unfit  for  duty  for  a  few  weeks, 
but  he  did  not  go  hito  a  hospital.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service,  he  received  an  lionor- 
able  discharge  from  the  array,  and  came  to  Illinois, 
as  during  the  interim  the  family  had  moved  to  Mc- 
Lean County.  In  1866  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  where  his  father  owned  land,  which  Mr. 
Stoutemyer  improved,  and  has  since  followed  farm- 
ing as  a  constant  occupation.  He  now  owns  320 
acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivates  after  the  most 
approved  methods,  and  devotes  a  large  share  of  his 
attention  to  the  propagation  and  raising  of  stock, 
in  which  business  he  has  attained  a  large  measure 
of  success.  His  farm  buildings  are  of  ample  dimen- 
sions and  excellent  quality.  He  is  a  strong  ad- 
vocate of  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  believes  that  the  affairs  of  the  nation  ought  to 
lie  administered  by  the  men  who  saved  it.  He  has 
held  several  local  offices,  and  served  nine  years  as  a 
Trustee.  In  religious  matters  he  espouses  the  doc- 
trines and  tenets  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he 
is  a  Deacon  and  a  Trustee. 

Mr.  Stoutemyer  has  been  married  three  times.  In 
1868  he  married  Sarah  Kinnan,  who  was  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  died  in  Januar3',  1869.  On  the  6th  of 
June,  1871,  he  married  Mary  E.  Newman,  who  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  died  in  April,  1872,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Mary  E.  In  1875  he  married  Anna  J. 
Little,  who  was  born  in  Logansport,  Ind.,  and  they 
have  five  children — -Flora  May,  Nancy  E.,  Edwin 
Ross,  Howard  and   Sarah  Margaret.     Mr.    Stoute- 
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luyer  and  his  family  are  very  pleasantl.v  situated  in 
their  home,  and  are  able  ti>  ooinniand  almost  any 
of  thecomfortsof  life  that  iliey  lequirc.  Tliey  are 
highly  esteemed  by  all  tlieir  neigliburs,  with  whom 
thev  are  on  tlie  best  of  terms. 


^S5^  Yl.VESTER  I.ONGNECKKH.  The  peo- 
^^^  pie  who  settled  in  Livingston  County  over 
1M/__J|  f<>rt3'  years  ago  found  it  a  vast  expanse  of 
wild  piairie.  isolated  almost  from  civiliza- 
tion and  wholly  devoid  of  comfort.  Since  that 
time  they  have  seen  the  country  transformed  from 
its  original  eomlition  to  productive  fields  and  val- 
uable farms,  dotted  here  and  there  with  cities  and 
villages,  with  a  dense  population  of  intelligent,  pro- 
gressive, prosperous  people,  who  are  happy  and 
contented  in  all  their  surroundings.  These  condi- 
tions have  been  brougiit  about  by  just  such  active 
and  courageous  people  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  were  the  pioneer  settlers. 

Mr.  Longnecker,  a  farmer  on  section  3l'  in  Sun  " 
bury  Township,  was  born  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Jan.  22,  1827,  and  was  the  fourth  child  in  a  family 
of  eleven  born  to  Jacob  and  Sarah  D.  (Porter)  Long- 
necker, natives  of  Maryland  and  Kentucky  respect- 
ively. The  paternal  grandparents.  Andrew  and 
Elizabeth  (Rhinehart)  Longnecker,  were  natives  of 
Germany,  and  emigrated  to  America  at  an  earlj' 
daj-.  settling  first  in  Maryland,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  Kentuckj',  and  tiience  to  Ohio.  He  died 
in  (Jhio  and  she  went  to  Ottawa,  III.,  and  spent  her 
last  days  there  with  her  daughter.  The  maternal 
grandfather  wa>  a  native  of  Kentuekj-,  and  his  fa- 
ther, John  Porter,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  was  reputed  a  bold  and  fearless  sol- 
dier. He  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  by 
whom  he  was  wounded,  and  carried  two  musket 
balls  in  his  body  until  his  death.  The  father  of 
our  sidjjcct  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  while 
engaged  in  that  occupation  also  earried  on  farming. 
In  1833  he  moved  to  Clinton  County.  Ind.,  remain- 
ing two  years,  when  he  removed  to  Tippecanoe 
County,  where  he  farmed  until  1844,  and  then  took 
the  overland  route  with  horses  and  oxen   for  Illi- 


nois,  bringing  his  sheep,  cattle  and  hogs  with  him. 

Our  subject  was  seventeen  years  of  age  when  the 
family  arrived  in  Livingston  County.  While  liv- 
ing in  Indiana  he  had  no  opportunity  for  obtaining 
an  education,  but  since  arriving  at  manhood  he  has 
applied  himself  diligently  to  study,  and  succeeded 
in  fitting  himself  for  business  affairs.  He  and  his 
father  bought  and  entered  320  acres  of  wild  land 
upon  their  arrival  in  Livingston  Count}-.  At  that 
time  there  was  plenty  of  deer,  turkeys,  wolves  and 
small  game.  On  the  land  then  purchased  they 
built  a  house  on  the  edge  of  a  strip  of  timber,  and 
it  is  3et  occupied  by  our  subject  and  his  family. 
They  cultivated  a  small  portion  of  the  land  at  the 
beginning,  and  gradually  developed  it  until  it  has 
all  been  placed  under  cultivation.  The  township 
of  Sunbury  was  organized  after  their  arrival  in 
Livingston  Count},  and  took  its  name  from  a  post 
station  which  was  located  on  a  road  for  general 
travel  through  that  part  of  the  count}'.  In  this 
county  seven  of  a  large  family  of  children  grew  up, 
only  one  of  whom,  besides  our  subject,  is  now  liv- 
ing in  the  county — a  sister,  Mrs.  Gates,  of  Cornell. 
Of  the  children  we  have  the  following  record  :  John, 
born  Dec.  IS),  1820;  William  W.,  Sept.  23,  1822; 
Elizabeth,  May  19,  1825;  Sylvester,  Jan.  22,  1827; 
Mary  J.,  born  Dec.  27,  1829,  died  July  IG,  1842; 
Rachel,  born  Oct.  13,  1830,  died  July  14,1843; 
Absalom,  born  July  13,  1833,  died  Aug.  28,  1842; 
Jacob,  born  JMay  30,  1836;  Newberry  S.,  July  27, 
1838;  Sarah  M.,  born  Aug.  13,  1840,  died  Aug. 
2.5,  1842;  Jeremiah,  born  Nov.  6,  1842.  The  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  was  born  iu  November,  1798, 
and  died  in  April,  18G0,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
The  mother  was  born  Oct.  7,  1801,  and  died  iu 
1870. 

Mr.  Longnecker  was  married,  Oct.  12,  1854,  to 
Laura  M.  Hampton,  who  was  born  in  Darke  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  on  the  14th  of  July,  183G.  and  was  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  John 
and  Eliza  (Booth)  Hampton,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Connecticut  respectively.  Her  parents  came  to 
Illinois  about  1837,  making  the  journey  overland 
with  teams.  They  bought  and  improved  a  farm  on 
Fox  River,  and  after  a  time  .■settled  iu  Livingston 
County.     The  mother  died  in  Grundy  County,  and 

the  father  married  again,  and  settled  in  Livingston 
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County  pcrinaiiently  immecliately  after  the  second 
marriage. 

Mr.  Longnecker  has  150  acres  of  land  in  Sunbiny 
Township,  and  twenty  acres  in  Esmen  Township, 
all  of  which  is  highly  improved.  He  devotes  much 
attention  to  raising  graded  stock,  and  to  the  de- 
tails of  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longnecker  ar-;  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: Eliza  B.,  born  Oct.  IG,  1855;  Mary  E.,  May 
31,  1857;  Andrew,  Dec.  1,  1859;  Oscar,  June  22, 
1862;  Arthur,  Jan.  8,  1865;  Martha  Ann,  March 
28,  1 867 ;  Leroy,  Dec.  27, 1 870,  and  Frederick,  July 
14,  1876.  Mary  E.  married  John  Webb,  who  is 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Barton 
County,  Mo.  These  children  have  all  been  given 
a  good  education,  and  two  of  them,  Oscar  and  Ar- 
thur, have  developed  considerable  talent  for  music. 
Andrew  was  in  the  Chatsworth  i-ailroad  disaster  of 
1887,  but  escaped  without  serious  injur3'. 

Our  subject  has  served  as  Road  Commissioner 
and  School  Director.  While  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party  he  does  not  take  an  active  part 
in  politics,  and  in  the  selection  of  township  officers 
he  is  whoDy  non-partisan.  He  is  decidedly  in 
favor  of  choosing  the  best  men  for  the  administra- 
tion of  local  affairs  regardless  of  the  political  party 
to  which  they  belong.  As  a  citizen  and  neighbor 
Mr.  Longnecker  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and  in  his 
business  relations  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact. 

ICHAEL  MARTIN.     One  reason  why  the 
opulation  of  the  United  States  contains  so 
large  a  per  cent  of  foreign  born  citizens  is 
)ecause  ( )f  the  oppressive  laws  of  many  of 
the  European  countries.     While  an  Irishman  loves 
his  native  conutrj'  as  he  loves  hintself,  the  systems 
of  landlordism   and  tenantiy  in   that    eoiuitry   for 
many  ^-ears  have  been  so  unjust  and  oppressive  as  to 
compel  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  people  to  leave 
their  native  land  to  seek  homes  in  new  countries. 
America  has  become  a  rallj'ing  point  for  the  greater 
number  of  these  people,  and  when  once  here  and 
settled  down  thej^  have  become  the  most  lawful  and 
'  f  law-abiding  of  our  citizens.  There  are  no  anarchists 
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nor  soeialists  among  the  American  citizens  of  Irish 
descent.  As  a  rule  they  readily  assimilate  with  the 
native-born  citizen,  and  respect  law  and  order  while 
they  enter  with  zest  into  all  movements  for  building 
u[i  American  institutions.  The  subject  of  this  sketch, 
a  resident  of  Union  Township,  is  the  son  of  a  man 
who  was  conipelled  to  \ea\e  the  land  of  his  birth  on 
account  of  the  tyranny  of  landlordism,  and  seek  a 
home  in  this  country. 

Michael  Martin  was  born  in  Kerry  Count}',  Ire- 
land, on  the  25th  of  June,  1842,  and  was  the  third 
child  in  a  family  of  four  born  to  Thomas  ,and  Mar- 
garet (O'Sullivan)  Martin,  natives  of  Ireland.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  Michael  and  Mary  (Fitz- 
gerald) Martin,  and  the  maternal  grandparents  were 
Daniel  and  Margaret  (Welsh)  O'Sullivan;  all  were 
natives  of  Ireland  and  farmers  by  occupation.  The 
father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  farmer  in 
Ireland,  but  because  of  the  oppression  of  the  land- 
owners was  compelled  to  leave  that  countiy.  He 
came  to  America,  where  for  a  time  he  engaged  in 
railroading,  and  afterward  located  on  a  farm  in 
Bureau  County,  where  in  1864  he  was  enabled  to 
Imy  a  farm  of  his  owai.  In  1855  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters came  and  located  in  the  East,  and  soon  after 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  the  remaining  mem- 
bers of  the  familj'  came  to  the  United  States.  They 
embarked  on  the  "  Lady  Russel,"  and  after  a  stormj- 
voyage  of  nearly  five  weeks  landed  at  New  York. 
They  went  to  Massachusetts,  where  they  lived  until 
the'next  spring,  and  then  he  and  his  mother  proceeded 
to  Bureau  Count}',  111.,  where  they  joined  the  hus- 
band ,and  father  on  the  farm.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  to  farm,  life  and  had  but  hmited 
chances  for  obtaining  an  education. 

In  November,  1868,  Mr.  Martin  was  married  to 
Ellen  Lines,  who  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Julia  (Dnnn)  Lines,  natives 
of  Ireland.  They  first  settled  in  Bureau  County, 
where  he  purchased  100  acres  of  land  from  his 
father,  and  lived  there  for  about  twelve  years,  when 
they  sold  out  and  came  to  Livingston  County,  where 
he  bought  160  acres  of  partlj- improved  land,  and 
on  which  he  has  resided  ever  since.  They  have  had 
a  family  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living — 
Margaret  Theresa,  Julia  Agnes,  John  Joseph, 
Thomas    William,    Michael    Allen,    Enos    Patrick, 
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James  Edward,  Daniel  Henry  and  Mary  Ellen,  the 
latter  two  being  twins.  One  chilil,  Thonia.s,  is  de- 
ceased. These  ehildien  :iri'  ;iU  ;it  home  with  their 
IKireuts.  and  attending  sihool.  They  are  all  l)iight 
and  intelligent,  and  it  is  the  ambition  of  their  parents 
that  each  shall  be  well  edneated. 

Mr.  Martin  devotes  considerable  tinie  to  raising  a 
flue  gi-ade  of  cattle  and  hoi-ses,  and  in  this  line  of 
bnsiuess  has  met  with  excellent  siucess.  While  he 
is  not  an  active  i)artici|>ant  in  politics  he  invariably 
oasts  his  vote  with  the  party  of  his  choice,  the  Demo- 
cratic. He  an<l  lii~  family  arc  devout  members 
of  the  Catholic  Ciiunh.  and  are  regular  in  their 
attendance.  As  citizens  Mr.  Martin  and  his  family 
are  respected  and  esteemed,  and  so  far  as  neighbor- 
ship is  ciincerned  there  are  none  better.  Whatever 
is  intended  tc>  elevate  the  condition  of  the  people  of 
Union  Township  meets  with  Mr.  Martin's  most 
heai'ty  and  cordial  snijport,  and  he  is  always  fi)re- 
niost  in  such  enterprises.  The  pages  of  this  Albltji 
woidd  be  incomplete  without  this  liiograi>hical 
sketch,  and  it  gives  ns  i)l('asure  to  [nesent  it  here- 
with. 


J.  SHEARER  migrated  from  his  native 
State  of  Pennsylvania  when  a  young  man, 
having  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  per- 
manent home.  The  country  was  then  pass- 
ing through  its  first  stages  of  settlement,  and  was 
waiting  for  just  such  industrious  hands  and  strong 
hearts  of  which  our  subject  was  a  striking  example. 
He  had  been  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy, and  the  fact  that  hardship  stared  him  iu  the 
face,  together  with  many  other  difficulties,  did  not 
in  the  least  dismay  or  discourage  him.  He  went 
to  work  with  a  will,  and  can  now  look  around  him 
iiljon  the  result  of  his  laliors  with  a  just  feeling  of 
pride  and  satisfactic^n.  He  put  ids  shoulder  to  the 
wheel,  and  year  after  year  pushed  ahead  steadily, 
and  has  no  regret  for  tlie  muscle  which  he  e.xpended, 
for  the  result  has  been  satisfactory  to  the  last  de- 
gree. He  owns  a  fine  property  in  Sullivan  Town- 
ship, consisting  of  200  acres  of  land  on  section  24, 
where  he  is  carrying  on  farmmg  and  stock-raising. 
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surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  his  neighbors. 

Tlie  earlj'  years  of  Mr.  Shearer  were  spent  iu 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  took  place  on 
the  11th  of  May,  1828.  He  was  the  eldest  of  six 
cinldren  born  to  Michael  and  Mary  Ann  (Stewart) 
Shearer,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Michael  and 
Mary  (Rhodes)  Shearer,  were  also  natives  of  Penn- 
sjdvania,  and  on  his  mother's  side  his  grandparents, 
Thomas  and  Mary  Stewart,  were  born  in  Scotland 
and  Virginia  respective!}'.  Grandfather  Stewart 
was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  in  the  Colonial 
days  made  shoes  for  the  slaves  of  Gen.  George 
Washington.  He  also  voted  for  the  Father  of  his 
Country  when  he  was  a  Presidential  candidate,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  same  Masonic  lodge  to  which 
Washington  belonged. 

Michael  Shearer  carried  on  farming  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  1850,  and  then  removed  to  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  with  his  family,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  employed  as  before,  and 
where  his  death  took  place  iu  July,  1885,  when 
seventy-nine  years  of  age.  His  excellent  wife  had 
preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent  land  iu  August, 
1882,  when  seventy-five  years  old. 

Our  subject  continued  with  his  parents  in  Penn- 
sjdvania,  and  was  married  before  their  removal  to 
Ohio,  his  bride  being  Miss  Catherine  Lehman,  and 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  her  par- 
ents, March  14,  1850.  Mrs.  Shearer  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  6,  1825,  and  is  the 
second  child  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Kauffman) 
Lehman,  also  natives  of  that  State  and  where  they 
spent  their  entire  lives.  Directly  after  mafriage, 
the  young  people  removed  to  Ohio  with  the  father 
of  our  subject,  where  they  went  to  housekeeping, 
and  Mr.  Shearer  employed  himself  at  farming. 
They  remained  residents  of  Franklin  Count}'  for  a 
period  of  eighteen  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1807 
Mr.  Shearer,  having  caught  the  Western  fever, 
came  to  this  State  and  purchased  a  quarter  section 
of  wild  land  in  Sullivan  Townshij),  where  he  now 
resides.  The  following  spring  he  was  joined  by 
his  family,  and  then  commenced  the  improvements 
which  now  stand  as  a  silent  monument  of  bis  en- 
terprising industry.  He  added  l.Jl  acres  to  his 
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first  purchase,  has  now  200  acres  near  Cullom,  and 
upon  it  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings.  In  addition 
to  this  he  also  purchased  151  acres  in  Ford  County, 
whicli  he  has  since  sold  to  his  sons  upon  easy  pay- 
ments. 

The  home  farm  of  our  subject  is  in  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  and  he  exhibits  some  of  the  finest 
live  stock  in  this  section  of  country.  This  includes 
high-grade  Norman  and  Cli'de  horses,  with  Dur- 
ham cattle  and  Poland-China  swine.  In  consider- 
ation of  the  large  interests  which  he  has  controlled 
in  so  praiseworth}'  a  manner,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  he  has  found  little  time  to  take  part  in  politi- 
cal affairs.  He,  hovvever,  performs  the  duties  of  a 
good  citizen  at  the  polls  each  j"ear,  and  usually 
supports  the  Republican  candidate.  He  has  offici- 
ated as  Town  Clerk,  and  held  the  office  of  School 
Treasurer  nearly  twenty  years.  He  represented 
Sullivan  Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors, which  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  estima- 
tion in  which  he  is  held  b}'  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
has  been  warmly  interested  in  educational  matters, 
and  taken  an  active  part  in  the  organization  of 
school  districts.  These  are  now  all  complete,  and 
the  township  boasts  of  ten  good  school-houses, 
which  are  excellent  indications  of  the  class  of  peo- 
ple by  which  it  is  settled.  Mr.  S.  and  his  excellent 
lady  are  prominently  connected  with  the  German 
Reformed  Church. 

The  six  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer  are  all 
living,  most  of  them  married  and  settled  in  com- 
fortable homes  uf  their  own.  Samuel  W.  is  farm- 
ing in  Ford  County ;  Joseph  P.  assists  in  the  labors 
and  management  of  the  homestead ;  John  L.  is  en- 
gaged as  a  grain-dealer  at  Cullom;  Mary  E.  is  the 
wife  of  William  Hildebraud,  who  is  carrymg  on 
farming  in  Adams  County,  Neb. ;  Uriah  S.  is  Sta- 
tion Agent  and  operator  at  Flanagan,  this  county; 
Emma  F.  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Null,  Station  Agent 
of  Buckingham,  Kankakee  County.  Mr.  Shearer, 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  state,  gave  his  children 
the  best  of  school  advantages,  and  they  have  grown 
up  around  him  intelligent  and  accomplished,  and 
form  a  group  of  which  tiie  parents  may  reasonably 
be  proud. 

Two  brothers  of  Mr.  Shearer  served  as  soldiers 
in  the  late  war,  and  our  subject  himself,  as  a  mem- 


ber  of  the  Ohio  militia,  was  on  active  duty  at  the 
time  of  Morgan's  raid  in  the  Buckeye  State.  He 
has  seen  much  of  life,  made  the  most  of  his  oppor- 
tunities, and  his  social  and  financial  standing  to-day 
is  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and  determination. 


^=^EOKGE  \V.  BILLINGS,  one  uf  the  most 
(((  '^  pruniising  young  men  of  Long  Point,  and 
5^41  (ine  who  has  thonnighly  poinilarized  himself 
with  the  people  of  the  communitj-,  is  now  the  tele- 
graph operator,  express,  freight  and  ticket  agent  at 
this  point.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Hannah  Bill- 
ings, who  were  natives  of  Jlaine,  and  both  of  whom 
are  dead,  the  mother  dying  on  the  20th  of  October, 
1880,  and  the  father  on  the  Kith  of  December,  1883, 
at  Ancona,  Livingston  County.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  seven  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Sarah,  who  married  George  H.  Fisher,  a  gTain  in- 
spector, lives  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  has  one 
child ;  Mercy  married  C.  H.  Crowell,  who  is  a  far- 
mer and  stock-raiser,  and  resides  in  Maine;  Artie  G. 
niaiTied  W.  F.  Edgerly,  who  is  a  farmer,  living  near 
Stewart,  Iowa ;  Mary  E.  and  Hannah  J.  are  twins ; 
the  former  married  E.  N.  Gillnian,  who  is  a  farmer, 
and  they  live  at  Rutland,  111.,  and  the  latter  lives 
with  their  brother,  George  W.  Eva  C.  married  A. 
II.  Edgerly,  a  fai'mer,  and  lives  in  Maine.  The 
father  was  a  physician  of  the  Eclectic  School,  and 
was  a  gTaduate  of  the  Metropolitian  College  of  New 
York.  He  was  a  practicing  physician  for  about 
forty  years,  and  was  successful  in  his  profession. 
He  came  from  Maine  to  LaSalle  Count}',  the  first 
time  in  1867,  and  soon  after  returned  to  his  native 
State,  where  he  remained  about  one  year-,  when  he 
returned  to  Illinois  and  located  in  LaSalle  County, 
living  there  until  1872,  when  he  went  to  Champaigni 
County,  where  he  remained  for  two  j'^ears  and  then 
went  back  to  LaSalle  County,  and  in  1875  moved  to 
Livingston  County,  where  lie  died  in  1883,  at  the 
age  of  sixty -nine  years. 

George  W.  BiUings  came  with  his  jinrents  to  Long 
Point  in  1 875,  and  studied  telegTaphy  in  the  railroad 
office  at  Ancona.  Since  then  he  has  devoted  most  of 
his  time  to  telegraphy,  and  two  years  ago  took  posses- 
sion of  the  otlice  at  this  place,  and  in  addition  to  its 
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management  is  also  express,  freight  and  ticket 
agent.  He  never  enjoyed  any  educational  advant«ges 
other  tlian  those  afforded  by  the  common  schools, 
but  he  was  so  studious  that  he  obtained  far  more 
than  an  average  education.  lie  does  not  ass;\y  to 
be  an  active  iK>litician,  but  li.-is  i-nrnestly  os]ioused 
the  d«x>trines  of  tlie  Greenbnck  jiarty. 

«^=7RED    DUCKETT,    who    is    engaged  in  the 

P^  drug  trade  at  Forest,  is  a  native  of  Sonier- 
''  setshire.  England,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  10th  of  November,  1810.  His  parents  were 
Benjamin  and  Jane  (Redmond)  Duckett,  also  na- 
tives of  England,  where  the}'  passed  their  lives,  the 
mother  d_ving  in  1885.  There  were  born  to  them 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  Francis 
lives  in  Sac  Conntj',  Iowa:  Daniel:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Ar- 
ney;  Fred,  and  Gabriel,  who  resides  in  Australia. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  resided  in  his  native 
country  until  18.t4.  and  then  emigrated  to  the 
United  .States,  where  his  two  elder  brothers  had  pre- 
ceded him.  He  landed  in  New  York,  going  at  once 
to  the  central  part  of  the  State,  and  worked  as  a 
farm  hand  in  Oswego  and  Onondaga  Counties.  In 
the  fall  of  18o<;  he  made  his  advent  into  the  State 
of  Illinois,  first  stopping  at  Henry,  Marshall  County, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  few 
mouths.  He  then  proceeded  to  Peoria  County  and 
worked  at  farming  until  l>^6'2. 

During  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Duckett  enlisted  in 
the  anil}-,  and  in  June  was  mustered  into  Company 
K,  11th  lllir.ois  Cavalry,  serving  until  September, 
1805.  He  was  with  Gen.  Grierson  in  his  raid  into 
Eastern  Tennessee,  and  participated  in  all  the  sub- 
sequent raids  and  engagements  in  which  the  regi- 
ment took  a  part.  He  was  promoted  from  private 
U)  Corporal  and  then  to  Sergeant,  and  in  .March, 
18G5,  he  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  in 
which  rank  he  was  mustered  out  in  Septcn)ber, 
I  >i*j5.  He  then  returned  to  Peoria  County,  where 
he  engaged  ingrowing  hedge  plants  until  1867,  when 
he  came  to  Forest  and  entered  tlie  employ  of  hife 
brother.  Dr.  Daniel  Duckett,  with  whom  he  served  as 
drug  clerk  until  Jidy,  1884.  On  the  4th  of  July  of 
'  r  that  j-ear  Mr.  Duckett  w;is  liadly  injured  by  a  prem- 


ature discharge  of  fireworks,  and  when  he  recov- 
ered from  his  injuries  in  September,  he  purchased 
his  present  business. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  18(;6,  Mr.  Duckett  was 
married  to  Mary  E.  Munhall,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  Munhall.  To 
them  have  been  born  six  children,  whose  names  are 
Jennie,  Arthur  F.,  Jessie  S.,  Nellie  M.,  Mabel  M. 
and  Loie  A.  Mr.  Duckett  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  takes  considerable  interest  in  public  affairs. 
He  has  served  as  Township  Collector  and  Village 
Trustee,  and  in  lioth  of  these  capacities  gave  good 
satisfaction  to  the  people.  He  takes  great  interest 
in  social  and  benevolent  orders,  and  is  a  prominent 
and  leading  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitj'.  He 
is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  for  nine  3'ears  served  as 
Worshipful  Master  of  Forest  Lodge  No.  614,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.  In  his  social  intercourse  he  is  genial  and 
pleasant,  and  is  a  man  of  good  business  abilit}'.  He 
has  already  secured  a  large  and  profitable  trade, 
which  he  will  have  no  difHculty  in  increasing. 


SAAC  T.  RAMSAY,  of  Long  Point  Township, 
owns  a  snug  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  27, 
of  which  he  has  been  in  possession  since  the 
spring  of  1868.  He  has  good  buildings,  and  his 
fields  are  handsomel}'  laid  off  with  hedge,  which  con- 
tributes gTcatly  to  the  beautj'  and  value  of  tlie  prop- 
erty. He  also  uses  wire  fence  considerably,  which  is 
a  great  iniiirovemeut  upon  the  the  clumsy  and  old- 
fashioned  rails.  He  is  recognized  as  a  skillful  far- 
mer, a  man  who  provides  well  for  the  wants  of  his 
family,  and  in  all  respects  a  valued  factor  in  the 
comnuinity. 

The  earl}'  years  of  our  subject  were  spent  in 
Montgomery,  Pa.,  where  he  began  life  on  the  28th 
of  April,  1840.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Rebecca 
(Conog)  Ramsay,  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State,  the  former  born  in  1 807  and  the  latter  two 
years  later  in  1 809.  The  mother  departed  this  life 
at  the  old  home  in  Long  Point  Township,  where 
the  father  is  still  living  at  an  advanced  age. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents 
in  1854,  locating  first  in  Northampton,  Peoria 
Coiuify,  where  he  was  engaged  a  year  at  farm  work, 
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and  thence  eaine  to  this  county,  where  he  developed 
into  manhood.  In  1 863  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Maria  Moffett,  a 
native  of  Illinois,  and  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Bu- 
reau County.  She  is  the  daugliter  of  Hugh  and 
Jane  (Laughlin)  Moffett,  and  was  born  in  1837.  By 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  are  six  children: 
Allen  J.  was  born  June  10,  1864,  makes  his  home 
with  his  grandmother  Moffett,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  and  stoclc-raising;  Jennie,  born  .Sept.  23, 
1866;  Jessie,  in  1S69;  Hugh,  Jan.  17,  1872;  Maud 
B.,  Aug.  29,  1875,  and  Walter,  July  20,  1878, 
are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Ramsay,  politically,  is  a  Democrat  "dj'ed  in 
the  wool."  He  is  a  gentleman  of  decided  opinions 
and  fearless  without  being  offensive  in  the  expres- 
sion of  th'jm.  He  takes  pride  in  his  farm,  and  has 
always  aimed  high  in  his  career  as  a  citizen  and  a 
member  of  the  agricultural  society.  He  has  served 
in  his  township  as  Road  Commissioner  and  School 
Director,  and  is  always  approachable  upon  those 
matters  having  for  their  object  the  general  welfare 
of  society. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
of  stanch  Pennsylvanian  stock,  honest  and  reliable 
people,  who  figured  as  worthy  members  of  the 
community,  and  made  for  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren a  desirable  and  worthy  name.  The  mother 
of  Mrs.  Ramsay  was  a  native  of  Nortli  Carolina, 
and  her  father  of  Ohio. 

-^V o*o.-fcJS><v®'.o*o <,— 

RS.  CHLOE  C.  BARTLETT,  of  Fairbury, 
is  the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Cicero  C. 
Bartlett,  formerly  a  practicing  physician, 
but  who  later  in  life  took  up  farming  pur- 
suits which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years  suc- 
cessfully. He  spent  his  last  days  in  Indian  Grove 
Township,  where  his  death  took  place  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1883,  when  he  was  fifty -six  years  old,  his 
birth  having  occurred  Dec.  4,  1826. 

Dr.  Bartlett  was  a  native  of  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  childhood  and  youth,  and 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  under  the  in- 
struction of  his  uncle,  W.  H.  Bartlett,  M.  D.,  of 
Butler.     Subsequently    he   entered    the  Columbus 


(Ohio)  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1852,  and  on  the  13th  of  April,  that  same 
year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Chloe 
C.  Beach.  Mrs.  Bartlett  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  Ohio,  Sept.  17,  1831,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Dr.  Lorenzo  and  Edith  (Bull)  Beach,  the  former 
a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  New  York 
State.  Dr.  Beach  was  born  in  1798,  and  died  in 
August,  1878.  The  mother  was  born  in  1805,  and 
departed  hence  several  years  previous  to  the  death 
of  her  husband,  her  decease  occurring  in  1874. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children — James, 
Thomas,  Chloe  and  Hester. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  after  their  marriage  com- 
menced life  together  in  a  modest  dwelling  at  Dills- 
boro,  Ind.,  whence  they  removed,  in  1855,  to 
this  county,  and  Dr.  B.  opened  up  a  farm,  where  he 
cultivated  the  soil  two  years,  then  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  Fairbury  and  engaged  in  gen- 
eral merchandising,  including  extensive  transactions 
in  grain.  About  1870  he  instituted  the  private 
bank  which  was  afterward  familiarly  known  under 
the  firm  name  of  Bartlett,  Beach  &  Dominy.  On 
account  of  failing  health,  however,  Dr.  Bartlett  was 
obliged  to  retire  from  active  business,  and  spent  the 
last  four  or  five  years  of  his  life  at  home  retired 
from  active  labor. 

Dr.  Bartlett  was  public-spirited  and  liberal,  and 
did  much  toward  building  up  the  town  of  Fairbury, 
being  foremost  in  those  enterprises  calculated  for 
the  progress  and  welfare  of  its  people.  The  great 
ambition  of  his  life  was  <o  provide  a  handsome  and 
comfortable  home  for  his  family,  which  lie  was  per- 
mitted to  accomplish.  The  fine  residence  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  widow  is  as  much  an  0|g^^t  to 
the  residence  portion  of  tlie  city  as  it  is  a  ctedit  to 
him  who  projected  it.  It  is  pleasantly  located  on 
Walnut  street,  and  both  within  and  without  gives 
evidence  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means. 
The  grounds  comprise  lialf  an  acre,  finely  laid  out 
and  planted  with  choice  shade  trees  and  shrubbery. 
The  carriage-barn  stands  in  the  rear  and  all  the  ap- 
purtenances of  the  homestead  combine  to  give  it 
an  air  of  comfort  and  plenty,  which  is  extremely 
pleasant  to  the  eye.  As  a  husband,  father  and 
member  of  society,  Dr.  Bartlett  presented  in  his 
whole  career  the  character  of  a  man  whose  example 
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was  eminently  worthy  of  imitation.  He  had  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church 
early  in  life  and  remained  a  consistent  memlier  un- 
til his  death.  He  was  mourned  as  the  useful  and 
valued  citizen  whose  loss  it  is  is  difficult  to  replace. 
He  filled  the  various  township  offices,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  with  conscientious  fidelit^y,  and 
in  politics  uniformly  voted  the  Republican  ticket. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bartlett  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  two  <>f  whom  died  in  infancy.  Edith, 
the  eldest  daughter,  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Lewis,  of 
Fairbur3-.  who  is  engaged  as  a  commercial  traveler; 
Albert  C.  married  Miss  Emma  McDowell,  and  re- 
sides in  Fairbnry;  Emma,  Mrs.  Hiatt  B.  Taylor,  is 
a  resident  of  Ohio:  Harry  remains  at  home  with 
his  mother.  ]Mrs.  Bartlett  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  a  lady  highly  respected  in  her 
comrauuitv. 


-»«j^ -vefijza?®-^^ 
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<Y^DWIX  R.  LUCAS,  one  of  the  most  skillful 
fe  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Amity  Town- 
jl^-^'  ship,  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life  and 
in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  His  has  been  a 
varied  and  interesting  career,  a  part  of  which  was 
devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country  during  the 
late  war.  L'pon  retiring  fmrn  army  life  he  returned  to 
his  native  State,  and  took  up  the  farming  operations 
which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  terrors  of  the 
Rebellion,  and  since  that  time  has  given  most 
of  his  attention  to  the  improvement  and  embellish- 
ment of  his  property.  This  comprises  eighty  acres 
of  finely  cultivated  land  on  section  19,  which  he 
thoroughlj-  drained  with  tile,  and  wliich  yields  in 
abundance  the  choicest  crops  of  the  Prairie  State. 
Mr.  L.  has  proved  himself  public-spirited  and  lib- 
eral, improving  his  opixirtunitj-  to  encourage  en- 
lightenment and  education  as  carried  on  in  the 
schfKjIs  in  his  township,  in  eoimcction  with  whicli 
be  has  served  a^  Director  for  several  years.  He 
votes  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  and  thougli 
no  office-seeker  is  serving  his  second  term  as  Road 
Commissioner.  Altiiough  not  identified  with  any 
religious  organization,  he  is  honest  and  upright  in 
his  transactions,  a  good  neiglibor,  a  kind  man  in  his 
family,    and    universally  popular  with   his  associ- 

4«  


ates.  He  keeps  himself  thoroughly  posted  upon 
current  events,  and  is  interesting  to  converse  with. 
Our  subject,  a  native  of  this  State,  was  Ijorn  in 
Vermilion  County  Feb.  27,  1844.  His  parents, 
John  H.  and  Sally  (Smith)  Lucas,  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  John  Lucas 
came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  in  18.31,  when  a  lad 
thirteen  years  of  age,  and  remained  in  ^'ermilion 
Count}'  until  the  fall  of  1855.  He  had  in  the  mean- 
time been  married,  and  now  with  his  family  re- 
moved across  the  Mississippi  into  Davis  Count}-,  Mo., 
but  not  liking  the  country  came  back  to  Illinois  and 
located  in  Amity  Township,  this  county,  where  he 
still  resides.  The  mother  of  our  subject  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  Vermilion  County  when 
Edwin  R.  was  a  young  child.  His  father  subse- 
quently married  Miss  Elizabeth  Bixler.  Of  the 
first  marriage  there  were  born  four  children — Pres- 
ton, Levina,  John  B.,  and  Edwin  R.,  our  subject. 
John  B.  yielded  up  his  life  as  a  sacrifice  during 
the  late  war,  dj'ing  after  a  lingering  illness  in  the 
hospital  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  in  December,  1862. 
Of  the  second  marriage  of  John  Lucas  there  were 
born  Bruce,  Steward,  Nettie,  Agnes  and  Delia. 

Edwin  R.  Lucas  was  a  youth  of  but  seven- 
teen j'cars  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  at  once  experienced  an  intense  desire  to  assist 
in  whipping  the  Confederates.  He  was  considered 
nmch  too  young  to  enlist  at  that  time,  but  he 
would  not  abandon  the  ide*,  and  in  August,  1862, 
became  a  member  of  Company  A,  ]2Sltli  Illinois, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  June,  1865. 
Upon  being  mustered  into  service  the  regiment 
remained  at  Pontiac,  whence  it  was  ordered  to 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  became  a  portion  of  the  38th 
Brigade  of  the  12th  Division,  under  the  command 
of  Maj.  Gen.  Gilbert.  Soon  afterward  they  were  de- 
tailed to  pursue  the  rebel  General,  Bragg,  and  his 
troops  who  were  threatening  the  city  of  Louisville, 
Ky.  This  duty  accomplished  our  subject,  with  some 
of  his  comrades,  was  stationed  as  guard  along  the 
river  and  around  Bowling  Green,  and  to  harrass  the 
guerrill.'is.  Afterwanl,  marching  to  the  southeast, 
he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Resaca,  Ga.,  which 
resulted  in  victory  for  tiie  Union  forces.  After  sev- 
eral engagements  and  skirmishes  he  found  himself 
before  the  city  of  Atlanta,  which,  after  a  siege  of 
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six  weeks,  was  surrendered  by  the  enemy,  and  the 
Union  army  took  possession.  Our  subject  was  one 
of  those  who  crawled  up  to  the  ramparts  at  night, 
and  from  his  concealment  in  a  ditch  conversed  with 
some  of  the  "Johnnies"  while  they  also  lay  in  hid- 
ing. Young  Lucas  shortly  afterward,  while  assist- 
ing some  of  his  comrades  in  hauling  a  log,  was 
greatly  injured  on  account  of  over  exertion  as  his 
Lieutenant,  who  was  helping  to  hold  the  other  end, 
was  disabled  by  a  bullet,  which  left  the  main  weight 
on  Edwin.  The  latter,  with  his  usual  persistence, 
determined  to  carry  his  end,  and  strained  himself 
to  a  serious  extent.  However,  by  good  care  of  him- 
self, he  recovered  from  this.  At  Atlanta  seventeen 
of  his  brave  comrades  yielded  up  their  lives  before 
the  log  defense  was  made.  Our  subject  subse- 
quently entered  Milledgeville,  and  was  afterward  at 
Ft.  Hardy,  which  was  erected  during  the  troubles 
of  1812.  On  the  16th  of  December,  18G4,  after 
making  a  charge  on  the  enemy  at  Aversboro,  they 
retired  a  short  distance,  and  Mr.  Lucas  with  a  com- 
rade picked  up  a  pine  log  which  they  contemplated 
carrying  a  short  distance  for  the  purpose  of  using 
for  defense.  While  returning  for  their  guns  the  log 
was  fully  occupied  bj'  their  comrades,  so  there  was 
no  room  for  themselves.  His  companion  proposed 
that  they  should  go  for  another,  although  the  ene- 
my's balls  were  flying  thick  around  them,  and  al- 
though Mr.  Lucas  considered  it  a  suicidal  move, 
which  it  proved  to  be,  for  his  comrade  received  a 
bullet  in  the  heart  and  died  in  the  arms  of  Mr.  L. 
This  is  only  a  specimen  of  the  dangers  which  thej' 
endured,  and  which  they  bore  heroically  for  sake  of 
the  end  to  be  gained.  After  man}'  other  hairbreadth 
escapes  news  came  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee, 
and  not  long  afterward  our  subject  received  his 
honorable  discharge  and  returned  home. 

Mr.  Lucas  resumed  his  old  life  and  farm  labors 
in  Aniitj'  Township,  and  in  due  time  began  to  make 
arrangements  for  a  home  of  his  own.  One  of  the 
first  steps  toward  this  was  his  marriage,  on  the  10th 
of  April,  1870,  to  Miss  Martha  A.  Con  well,  which 
took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride.  Mrs.  Lucas 
is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Carlisle)  Con- 
well,  natives  of  Ohio.  She  was  born  in  Zanesville, 
that  State,  in  1847,  and  was  deprived  by  death  of 
her  father's  care  when  a  small  girl.  She  remained 
<i  


with  her  mother  a  few  years  and  then  removed  to 
McLean  County,  where,  our  subject  made  her  ac- 
quauitance.  "  Mrs.  Conwell,  now  Mrs.  Dean,  subse- 
quently removed  to  Kansas  where  she  now  resides, 
and  is  remarkably  well  preserved  for  an  aged  lady. 
She  is  sixty-nine  years  old  and  has  the  same  glossy, 
black  hair  as  in  her  youth,  with  a  trace  of  gray.  Mrs. 
Lucas  has  one  sister  and  two  brothers:  David  C, 
who  is  married  and  lives  in  Missouri;  Sarah  E.,  the 
wife  of  G.  W.  Simpson,  residing  near  Bloomington, 
and  the  mother  of  four  boys;  and  Stephen  W., 
who  resides  in  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  is  married 
and  the  father  of  one  child. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lucas  there  have  been  born 
nine  children,  three  of  whom  have  been  laid  away 
to  their  long  sleep.  Of  the  six  remaining  the  rec- 
ord is  as  follows:  Amy,  the  eldest  daughter,  was 
born  Oct.  2,  1872,  and  is  now  an  interesting  maiden 
of  fifteen  summers,  pursuiug  her  studies  in  the  dis- 
trict schools;  Viota  G.  and  Viola  (twins),  were  bom 
April  19,  1875,  and  are  also  attending  school;  LiUie 
L.  was  born  Sept.  13,  1877;  Edwin  H.,  Jan.  28, 
1880,  and  Jessie  Ross,  Sept.  5,  1886.  The  deceased 
were  Jasper  H.,  who  was  born  Jan.  28,  1871,  and 
died  Oct.  22,  1 872  ;  Justin,  born  March  5, 1 882,  lived 
but  a  day,  and  Myrtle  May,  born  July  9,  1883,  died 
October  22  following. 

flOMAS  Y.  BROWN,  of  the  firm  of  J.  E. 
Brown  &  Co.,  bankers  at  Chatsworth,  III,  is 
numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  Livingston 
County,  as  his  settlement  dates  from  May,  1855, 
when  he  first  settled  in  what  is  now  Germantown 
Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  born  on  the  15th  of  November,  1810, 
lieing  a  descendant  of  George  Brown,  who  emi- 
grated from  England  in  the  early  settlement  of 
America.  The  father,  Henry  Brown,  was  born  in 
1786,  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  but  when  only  four- 
teen years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  parents  to 
the  Black  River  Country  of  New  York,  in  1799, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  became  one  of  the 
successful  farmers  of  Jefferson  County.  He  died 
in  April,  1868.  The  mother,  Sally  (Brown)  Brown, 
was  also  born  in  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  moved 
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with  her  parents  to  New  York,  where  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Henry  Bro^^^l,  and  thej'  had  five  children: 
Lysander  H.,  a  lawj-er  Tjy  profession,  residing  at 
Ogdensburg.  N.  Y. :  Thomas  Y.;  Loretta,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  yeai-s;  Geoi'ge  M.,  who  was 
an  iron  founder  at  Carthage,  N.  Y.,and  died  at  the 
age  of  fift_v-two,  and  Sarah,  who  married  Alexander 
Brown  and'lives  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.  The 
mother  died  in  1818,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years.  His  father  lived  a  widower  for  fifty  years. 
From  the  fact  that  the  mother  died  of  consumption, 
it  was  predicted  that  the  children  would  all  die 
j-oung,  but  not  a  death  occurred  among  them  for 
fifty  years  after  her  demise. 

T.  Y.  Brown  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools,  never  having  the  advan- 
tage of  an  academical  or  college  course.  In  1 837  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Everett,  who  was 
born  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  inDecember,  1818. 
and  in  connection  with  his  father  conducted  a 
dairj-  farm  of  800  acres  and  100  cows  until  1855, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  Illinois  and  purchased 
1,200  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  known  as  Gcr- 
mautown  Township,  for  which  he  paid  $o  per  acre. 
This  land  he  improved  and  resided  upon  until  1870, 
when  he  removed  into  the  village  of  Cliatsworth  to 
retire  from  active  l)usiness.  In  1885  he  associated 
himself  with  his  son,  Jacob  E.  Brown,  and  suc- 
ceeded C.  A.  Wilson  &  Co.  as  bankers.  To  efich 
of  his  three  children  he  gave  a  good  farm  of  150 
acres,  and  has  since  disposed  of  the  remainder  of 
his  land,  and  invested  his  capital  in  banking.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  have  been  married  for  over 
half  a  century,  and  have  three  children  :  Jacob  E. ; 
.Sarah  A.,  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Shear,  and  Mary  F.,the 
wife  of  Joel  R.  Strawn.  Mr.  Brown's  first  vote  was 
c.'ist  for  Andrevv  Jackson,  and  he  afHliated  with  the 
Democratic  i)arty  until  18(J4,  when  he  voted  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  since  supported  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  are  both 
highly  esteemed  by  the  peojjle  who  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  their  acquaintance,  and  have  one  of  the  most 
plea-ant  liomes  in  tlie  county  of  Livingston.  They 
are  hospitaljlc  |)eople,  and  take  great  delight  in  en- 
tertaining their  friends.  Mr.  Brown  and  his  wife 
I)oarded  the  fated  excursion  train  which  was 
^'    wrecked  near  Cliatsworth,  on  the  lOlh  of  August, 


1887;  they  entered  one  of  the  forward  cars,  and 
after  the  train  left  the  depot  passed  back  to  a 
sleeper.  They  had  just  entered  and  closed  the 
door  of  the  first  sleeper,  when  the  crash  came,  and 
all  the  cars  in  front  were  wrecked.  Eighty  persons 
were  fatally  injured,  and  hundreds  of  others  were 
badlv  hurt,  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  escaped  with- 
out injury. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE  SEARS,  Postmaster 
of  Chatsworth,  and  one  of  its  well-known 
^S^  business  men,  came  to  the  southeastern 
part  of  Livingston  Count^^  when  the  ground 
now  occupied  by  the  village  was  comparatively  va- 
cant. He  located  at  E)  Paso  in  1857,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  shoemaker  and  was  the  first  rep- 
resentative of  St,  Crispin.  In  1864,  desirous  of  a 
change  of  occupation,  he  went  into  McLean  County, 
and  located  on  a  small  tract  of  land,  from  which, 
however,  he  removed  the  next  year  to  Chatsworth 
where  he  had  alreadj^  purchased.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most  val- 
ued citizens  of  the  hamlet,  which  now  began  to 
assume  the  semblance  of  a  village,  and  in  1866  he 
was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  ofHce,  with 
the  exception  of  four  years,  he  has  held  to  the 
present  time.  In  connection  with  this  he  has  also 
carried  on  a  thriving  insurance  business  in  connec- 
tion with  collecting  and  dealing  in  real  estate.  In 
1862-63  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  El  Paso 
Township  in  Woodford  County,  and  has  held  the 
same  office  in  Livingston  County  several  terms, 
and  is  the  present  incumbent.  Politically  he  has 
always  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
partj'.  In  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home  his  fam- 
ily consists  of  his  estimable  wife  and  the  five  chil- 
dren which  have  been  spared  to  them  out  of  a  fam- 
ily of  ten,  the  offspring  of  a  congenial  marriage. 
These  hitter  ari'  Frank,  Barna,  Libbie,  Grace  and 
Fannie. 

Mr.  Sears  was  born  in  Short  Tract,  near  Portage, 
N.  Y.,  April  21,  1828.  He  is  the  scion  of  an  ex- 
cellent old  English  famil_y  whose  first  represent- 
ative to  the  United  States  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  who  settled   near  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
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there  reared  a  family  among  whom  was  Franklin, 
who  became  the  father  of  William  W.  Franklin 
Sears  left  his  native  i;ity  when  a  young  man,  and 
emigrating  to  New  York  State,  located  in  Living- 
ston County  during  its  early  settlement.  He  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  and  became  the 
possessor  of  a  small  tract  of  land  which  lie  culti- 
vated in  a  moderate  way,  and  where  he  spent  tlie 
remainder  of  his  life.  His  death  took  place  in 
1869,  after  he  had  attained  his  fourscore  and  four 
years.  He  had  married  in  earl 3'  manhood  Miss 
Elizabeth  Shadders,  who  was  born  in  Hagerstown, 
Md.,  and  removed  with  her  parents  to  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  when  a  child  nine  j^ears  of  age. 
She  became  the  wife  of  Franklin  Sears  about  1820, 
and  they  lived  together  for  nearly  half  a  century. 
She  survived  her  husband  scarcely  a  year,  her 
death  taking  place  in  1870,  and  her  age  being 
seventy-four.  The  parental  household  consisted 
of  seven  daughters  and  two  sons,  of  whom  four 
girls  and  the  two  boys  attained  their  majority,  and 
with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  continue  to  re- 
side in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  Edward  W.  is 
a  resident  of  Moscow ;  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Harvey 
Ewart,  of  Groveland ;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  Daniel 
T.  Barnuni,  who  is  now  ninety  years  of  age;  Julia 
married  William  Crawford,  of  Champaign  Count}', 
111.,  returning  to  Moscow  after  becoming  a  widow; 
Mary,  Mrs.  Bickford,  is  deceased. 

Our  subject  was  but  a  small  boy  when  the  fam- 
ily removed  from  Portage  to  Moscow,  N.  Y., 
where  he  pursued  bis  studies  in  the  Black  School- 
house.  Subsequently  he  learned  shoemaking  under 
the  instruction  of  his  father,  which  he  followed 
in  his  native  State  until  the  fall  of  18.57.  He  then 
turned  his  steps  westward,  arriving  in  Woodford 
County  on  the  20th  of  October.  His  subsequent 
course  we  have  already  indicated.  He  has  been 
prominent  in  local  affairs,  indentified  with  man^'  of 
the  important  interests  of  Chatsworth,  and  is  the 
man  usually  first  called  upon  to  endorse  the  meas- 
ures set  on  foot  for  the  welfare  of  the  comraunicy. 
At  the  time  of  the  terrible  railroad  disaster  at 
Chatsworth,  he  was  foreman  of  the  Coroner's  jury 
which  held  the  inquest  over  the  bodies  of  seventy- 
four  victims. 

The   wife   of  our    subject   was   in   her   girlhood 


Miss  Margaret  Poorman,  a  native  of  Waterloo, 
Seneca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  born  Dec.  9,  1832.  Her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Sears  was  celebrated  at  the  home 
■of  her  parents  in  September,  1855.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Isabel  (Hogan)  Poorman, 
and  is  the  mother  of  the  ten  children  heretofore 
mentioned.  She  accompanied  her  husband  to  this 
county  and  has  stood  bravel}'  by  his  side  in  his 
difficulties,  proving  at  all  times  his  closest  friend 
and  counselor,  and  h,as  contributed  her  share  to- 
ward his  prosperity. 


,EUBEN    OUTRAM,  saddler   and    harness- 
oemaker    and    repairer    at  Long- 


Point,  is  a  native  of  the  county  of  Kent, 
;-England,  .and  was  raised  in  the  town  of 
Sevenoaks.  He  is  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah 
(Gunner)  Outram,  and  his  father  was  the  son  of 
William  Outram.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  re- 
mained in  England  until  he  was  twenty  years  of 
age.  He  was  educated  in  the  National  schools  of 
his  native  county,  which  are  supported  by  leg.acies 
and  endovvments  principally,  the  law  requiring  the 
pupil  to  pay  one  penny  per  week,  which  is  equiva- 
lent til  two  cents  of  American  money.  The 
schools  at  Sevenoaks  furnished  all  tiie  books  and 
other  school  equipments.  Sevenoaks  stands  on 
high  ground  amidst  fine  and  varied  seener}',  and  is 
in  the  midst  of  several  populous  villages.  It  de- 
rives its  name  from  seven  oak  trees  which  have 
long  since  disappeared,  but  are  now  represented 
by  other  trees  about  one  mile  distant  on  the  Turn- 
bridge  road.  The  name  was  given  in  ancient  times. 
The  place  possesses  many  attractions  for  the  inva- 
lid and  the  tourist.  It  has  a  spacious  church,  and 
a  grammar  school  founded  in  the  fifteenth  cent- 
ury. It  has  a  population  of  about  5,000.  The 
count}'  of  Kent,  in  which  Sevenoaks  is  located; 
forms  the  southeastern  extremity  of  Great  Britain, 
having  on  the  north  the  Thames  and  the  North 
Sea,  on  the  southeast  the  straits  of  Dover,  and  on 
the  south  Sussex  and  the  English  Channel.  The 
products  of  Kent  are  more  varied  than  in  any 
other  county  in  England,  and  geuerallj-  superior  in 
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quality.  Wheat,  barley  and  other  grain,  turnips, 
hops  and  clover,  are  of  the  finest  growths ;  cherry, 
plum  and  filbert  orchards  are  extensive.  Agricult- 
ure is  in  an  advanced  state.  The  estates  are  small, 
owing  to  the  S-ixon  custom  here  still  maintained, 
by  which  the  lands  of  the  father  dying  intestate 
are  divided  among  all  the  sons  alike.  Kent  was 
the  first  established  Kingdom  of  the  Saxon  Hep- 
tarchy. The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1873,  and  he 
accompanied  them. 

Reuben  Outram  was  married  to  Sarah  Ann  Grove 
on  the  18th  of  October,  1876;  she  is  the  daughter 
of  Richard  and  .Savah  (Smith)  Grove,  who  were'na- 
tives  of  England.  To  them  have  been  born  five 
children — Alice  Maud,  Reuben  Edward,  Grace 
Beatrice,  Alfred  James  and  Lucy  Ann.  Mr.  Out- 
ram first  lived  in  DuPage  County,  and  from  there 
removed  to  .Streator,  where  he  remained  one  month 
only,  and  in  March,  1876,  moved  to  Long  Point, 
where  he  owns  ten  lots,  on  one  of  which  is  located 
his  business  house.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable 
business  ability-,  is  a  splendid  workman,  and  has  the 
reputation  of  being  a  square  man  in  his  business 
transactions,  and  is  much  respected  by  all  the  people 
who  know  him. 


EMAN  MILTON  BANGS,  druggist,  and 
also  proprietor  of  a  book-store  at  Chats- 
worth,  is  numbered  among  the  successful 
business  men  of  the  town  and  a  man  who 
has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  He 
commenced  business  in  a  modest  manner  in  1867 
and  his  progress,  though  perhaps  slow  at  first,  was 
sure,  and  he  is  now  plainly  on  the  wave  of  pros- 
perit3'.  He  possesses  good  business  capacities,  has 
made  it  a  point  to  live  within  his  income,  and  may 
be  properly  classed  as  a  model  business  man  and 
citizen. 

Mr.  Bangs,  in  common  witli  many  other  subst.nn- 
tial  resident,s  of  tiie  soiitiieastei-n  part  of  Living- 
ston Cotmty,  njigrated  from  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y.,  wliere  iiis  birth  took  place  in  the  town  of 
Hammond,  Aug.  10,  1847.  His  paients,  Heman 
and  Alruira  (Philiip.s)    Bangs,  removed   with  their 


young  familj'  from  the  Empire  State  to  Sheboygan, 
Wis.,  and  later  to  Lake  County,  111.,  where  our  sub- 
ject pursued  his  early  studies  and  subsequently  en- 
tered the  academy'  at  Waukegan,  111.,  where  he 
took  a  thorough  coarse  and  completed  his  educa- 
tion. Upon  attaining  his  majority  and  starting  oiit 
for  himself,  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  drug-store  and 
availed  himself  of  all  the  information  within  his 
reach  in  order  to  become  posted  in  this  important 
branch  of  business.  In  1866  he  associated  himself 
in  business  with  his  brother,  Eldward  A.,  in  the 
drug  and  grocery  business.  This  partnership  was 
dissolved  in  1876,  and  our  subject  established  him- 
self in  the  drug  business  at  Flora,  111.,  whence  he 
came  to  Chatsworth  a  year  later  and  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  drugs,  medicines  and  notions,  which  he  has 
since  carried  on  successfull3'.  Ten  mouths  later  he 
added  a  stock  of  boolvs,  and  from  the  two  depart- 
ments of  trade  enjoys  a  comfortable  income.  He 
has  been  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
Chairman  of  the  Livingston  County  Republican 
Central  Committee,  besides  holding  other  offices, 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
ing Secretary  of  Chatsworth  Lodge  No.  539.  It 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  that  he  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Jan.  16,  1873.  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Tilla 
A.  Brown,  who  was  born  in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  Aug. 
19,  1854,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  D.  C.  and 
Mary  (Plank)  Brown,  who  are  still  residents  of  the 
Empire  State.  This  marriage  has  resulted  in  the 
liirth  of  two  children — Clarence  M.  and  Mabel 
Ithia.  The  latter  was  taken  from  the  home  circle 
by  death  at  the  tender  age  of  four  years  and  three 
months. 
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\f/OSEPH  BROWN,  located  on  section  19,  in 
Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  owns  and  occu- 
pies 160  acres  of  valuable  land  which  he 
purchased  in  November,  1882.  A  large 
part  of  his  time  and  attention  is  given  to  the  breed- 
ing of  fine  stock,  including  Norman  hor.ses  and 
Sliort-horn  cattle.  Altliongh  in  the  prime  of  life 
he  has  long  been  identified  with  the  educational  and 
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business  interests  of  his  township,  holding  its  vari- 
ous offices,  and  is  largely  interested  in  the  mainten- 
ance of  schools  and  all  other  enterprises  calculated 
to  promote  the  cause  of  education  and  benefit  the 
people  general!}'. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
was  born  near  the  town  of  Camillus  Sept.  7, 
1840.  His  parents,  John  and  Rebecca  (Coniilin) 
Brown,  were  natives  of  Scotland  and  New  York 
State  respectively,  the  father  born  in  1810,  and  the 
mother  in  1820:  the  latter  died  at  her  home  in 
New  York  in  the  spring  of  1852.  John  Brown 
emigrated  to  America  in  1832,  and  located  in  New 
York,  where  he  lived  until  the  spring  of  1856,  when 
he  casne  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Peoria  County, 
whence  he  removed  to  Livingston  in  1868.  He 
engaged  in  farming,  and  is  spending  his  last  years 
at  the  homestead  in  this  township.  Their  family 
included  seven  children,  namely,  Margaret,  Joseph, 
George,  John,  Shadrach,  Robert  and  James.  Two 
of  the  brothers  during  the  late  war  enlisted  in  an 
Illinois  regiment.  Shadrach  was  killed  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Mission  Ridge,  while  John  contracted 
an  incurable  malady,  and  died  after  coming  home- 
Another  one  was  wounded  at  Kennesaw  Mountain 
but  recovered. 

Mr.  Brown  became  familiar  with  farm  pursuits  at 
an  early  age,  and  was  perfectly  content  with  the 
pursuits  and  enjoyments  of  a  country  life.  His 
chief  ambition  was  to  secure  a  farm  of  his  own,  and 
another,  the  establishment  of  a  home  with  a  con- 
genial companion.  On  the  24th  of  October,  1865, 
he  was  accordingly  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emily,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Archdale,  of 
English  extraction.  She  was  born  Nov.  16,  1844, 
and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject  became  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  namely,  William,  Alice, 
Charles,  Joseph,  Eddie,  Florence,  and  two  who 
died  in  infancy,  named  James  and  George. 

Mr.  Brown  soon  after  the  outbreak  of  the  late 
war  joined  his  brothers  in  the  struggle  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union,  enlisting  in  the  122d  New 
Y''ork  Infantry,  and  serving  as  a  private  in  Com- 
pany H  for  a  period  of  three  years.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  the  battles  of  Gettysburg  and  Antietam,  and 
went  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley  with  the  army 
of  Gen.  Sheridan.     He  was  under  fire  upon   three 


ship. 


different  occasions  at  Fredericksburg,  and  was  also 
present  at  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  Win- 
chester, and  met  the  enemy  in  various  other  minor 
engagements  and  skirmishes.  He  was  remarkably 
fortunate,  escaping  wounds,  capture  and  serious 
illness,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  received  his 
honorable  discharge,  on  the  3d  of  Jul}',  1865. 

ARQUIS  D.  SPENCE,  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  highly  respected  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Livingston  County 
resides  on  section  4,  Belle  Prairie  Town- 
It  was  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  that 
he  was  born,  and  the  date  of  the  event  was  June  29, 
1856.  The  residence  of  his  parents  at  that  time 
was  a  roughly  constructed  log  house,  which  was  re- 
placed some  years  ago  by  a  modern  residence.  The 
parents  were  Williamson  and  Mary  (Darnell) 
Spence.  The  father  came  to  Illinois  in  1831,  and 
the  mother,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  came  in 
1830,  and  both  were  among  the  very  earliest  set- 
tlers of  Livingston  County. 

Mr.  Spence,  beinga  native  of  Livingston  County, 
passed  all  his  boj'hood  dajs  here,  and  availed  him- 
self of  all  the  opportunities  presented  for  obtaining 
an  education  in  the  common  schools.  After  this 
he  attended  the  select  schools  of  Fairbury  for  two 
years,  and  then  spent  two  years  at  the  Eureka  Col- 
lege, at  Eureka,  111.,  at  the  end  of  which  time  his 
health  became  impaired  and  he  was  compelled  to 
abandon  the  school-room  and  travel  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health.  With  this  end  in  view  he  made  a 
journey  to  Leadville,  Col.,  and  other  places  in  the 
far  West,  crossing  the  plains  twice  in  the  j'ear  1876. 
In  1880  he  found  it  necessary  to  again  engage  in 
travel,  and  repeated  his  trip  across  the  plains,  this 
time  by  train,  at  which  time  he  pre-empted  160 
acres  of  land,  which  he  afterward  sold  to  good  ad- 
vantage. In  the  fall  of  1880  he  returned  home 
and  settled  on  the  old  homestead,  and  for  the  next 
three  j'ears,  jointly  with  his  brother  Malachi  M., 
managed  the  farm.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the 
brothers  divided  the  land  and  its  appurtenances, 
of  which  Marquis  took  240  acres,  which  he  has  since 
continued  to  cultivate,  and  is  now  also  largely  en- 
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gaged  in  raising  horses  of  the  Hambletouian  breed 
and  Hamlet-Denmark  saddle  and  roadster  stock, 
and  is  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  breeding  of 
fine  cattle.  He  has  iu  his  herd  at  this  time  two 
Short-horn  cows  of  the  purest  blood  that  can  be  ob- 
tained. He  also  has  eighty  bead  of  pure-blooded 
Cotswold  sheep.  He  takes  great  interest  and  dis- 
plaj's  much  enterprise  iu  the  breeding  of  stock,  in 
which  line  of  business  he  has  alreadj*  obtained  an 
enviable  reputation.  He  has  attained  that  position 
among  the  leading  breeders  of  this  section  of  the 
.State  of  which  a  much  older  man  might  justly-  be 
proud.  It  maj-  also  be  mentioned  iu  tbis  connec- 
tion that  no  other  portion  of  the  great  Northwest 
has  made  equal  progress  in  the  breeding  of  blooded 
stock  with  this  portion  of  the  Prairie  State.  Here 
we  find  some  of  the  most  magnificent  specimens  of 
horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  swine  to  be  seen  anj'where 
iu  the  United  States.  More  real  benefit  has  been 
conferred  upon  the  entire  country  lij-  the  enterpris- 
ing men  who  have  taken  such  a  deep  interest  in 
this  business  than  most  people  realize.  They  de- 
serve the  highest  commendation  for  elevating  the 
grade  of  the  animals  that  we  work,  as  well  as  those 
we  use  for  meat,  and  no  one  of  the  j'ounger  men  is 
worthj'  of  more  praise  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  We  present  a  view  of  his  home  and  sur- 
roundings, as  well  as  a  picture  of  one  of  his  fine 
horses. 

Mr.  Spence  is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  affiliates  with  the  Tarbolton  Lodge 
No.  357.  The  family  do  not  have  any  active 
church  connections,  but  they  are  in  sympath}'  with 
all  movements  of  a  moral  or  religious  character. 
In  politics  Mr.  S.  acts  with  the  Democratic  party, 
to  which  he  demonstrates  his  loyaltj'  without  seek- 
ing office  at  its  hands.  Mr.  Spence's  excellent  ed- 
ucatiDU  and  the  experience  growing  out  of  travel 
make  him  a  valuable  member  of  tlie  community, 
and  he  is  looked  upon  as  a  manof  sound  judgment, 
and  the  wisdom  of  his  arguments  is  seldom  dis- 
puted. 

Mr.  .Spence  was  married,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1883,  to  Mis.s  Cora  B.  Myers,  who  was  born  on  the 
KJth  of  April,  I8(;i,  in  McLean  County,  111.,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  John  V.  and  Sarah  (Hirdsall)  My- 
ers, both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Kentucky.     The 
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father  of  Mrs.  Spence  is  an  accomplished  musi- 
cian, and  endowed  with  remarkable  literary  talent, 
and  has  written  many  poems  which  have  been 
widely  published.  He  now  resides  in  Indian  Grove 
Township,  where  he  is  a  wealthy  and  respected 
farmer,  and  is  largely'  engaged  in  growing  fine 
stock.  There  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  j\Irs. 
Spence  one  child.  Marquis  Mcurl,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred Oct.  31,  1887. 


1^^  TEPIIEN  HEER  settled  on  a  quarter  sec- 
^^^^  tion  of  land  in  Fayette  Township  iu  the 
%^-M  *P^''"g  o^  1869,  and  commenced  in  earnest 
the  building  up  of  a  permanent  home- 
stead. His  land  was  in  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
state,  and  he  realized  that  it  would  require  the  out- 
laj'  of  years  of  labor  and  thousands  of  dollars  to 
bring  into  existence  the  home  which  he  had  pict- 
ured in  his  mind,  and  of  which  he  determined  he 
would  3'et  become  possessor.  He  is  one  of  the 
happ3'  few  who  have  been  permitted  to  realize  in  a 
large  measure  the  fruition  of  his  hopes  and  plans. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  320  broad  acres,  h'ing  on 
sections  8  and  18,  and  with  their  neat  and  substan- 
tial buildings,  the  fine  assortment  of  live  stock  and 
the  various  modern  improvements,  constitutes  one 
of  the  most  desirable  spots  in  Livingston  County. 
Mr.  H.  for  the  last  ten  years  has  been  giving  his  at- 
tention principally  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  grain, 
in  which  he  has  become  largely  interested  and 
from  which  he  realizes  annually  a  handsome  profit. 
The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  iu  the  Province  of  Baden, 
Germany,  where  his  birth  took  place  Dec.  9,  1842. 
His  parents,  Sebastian  and  Josephine  (Stukle)  Herr, 
were  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage,  and 
traced  their  ancestry  back  for  several  generations. 
Sebastian  Herr  was  a  stonemason  by  occupation, 
which  he  followed  until  retiring  from  active  labor. 
He  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when  a  young 
man,  going  to  Tazewell  County,  111.,  in  1856, 
where  he  was  joined  by  his  wife  and  family  four 
years  later.  The  parents  were  married  in  their  na- 
tive Province  in  November,  1839,  and  are  now  res- 
idents of  Tazewell   County,    111.     Like   bis  father 
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before  him,  he  is  connected  with  the  German-Cath- 
olic Church.  Grandfather  llerr  was  a  miller  I13' 
trade,  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  his  native  soil. 

Tlie  p.arental  household  of  our  subject  included 
Stephen,  Theresa,  Hermann  and  Bertha,  all  of  whom 
are  married  and  settled  in  comfortable  homes  of 
their  own.  Stephen  remained  under  the  home  loof 
until  the  spring  of  186.3.  and  then  began  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  home  which  is  viewed  to-day  by  the 
admiring  traveler,  and  is  a  silent  monument  of  the 
thrift  and  industry  of  the  proprietor.  In  1865, 
the  prospect  being  favorable  as  to  his  ability  to 
support  a  family,  Mr.  Ilerr  was  married  to  Miss 
Harriet  W.ageman,  a  native  of  the  Province  of 
Bavaria,  Germany.  The  event  occurred  on  the  8th 
of  August.  Her  parents  emigrated  to  America  in 
early  life  and  located  in  Tazewell  Count}",  where 
the  father  is  still  living,  the  mother  dying  June  14, 
1873.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  family  of 
six  children,  namely  :  Katie,  Johnnie,  Mary,  Emma, 
Frank  and  Eddie,  the  eldest  twenty  years  old  and 
the  youngest  three  years.  The}'  -are  all  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

As  is  natural!}'  to  be  expected  Mr.  Herr  has  been 
prominent  in  all  matters  of  importance  connected 
with  the  affairs  of  his  township,  having  served  as 
School  Director  and  Trustee,  still  occupying  the 
latter  oflflce,  and  has  also  otBciated  as  Eoad  Com- 
missioner. He  has  watched  with  interest  the  im- 
provements which  have  been  effected  on  the  face 
of  the  country  since  he  settled  here,  and  has  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure  to  the  importance  and 
prosperity  of  Fayette  Townshij).  Among  the  il- 
lustrations given  in  this  volume  may  be  founil  that 
of  Mr.  Herr's  residence. 

-,s-^^3— :;;^^; ~^^^- 

ill^RANCIS  W.  STEWART,  fi'om  early  boy- 
l-Hg;  hood  bred  to  farming  pursuits,  is  the  sub- 
^  ject  of  a  history  which  in  its  main  points 
is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  this 
State,  May  6,  1858.  and  is  the  son  of  Ste[)hen  and 
Agnes  E.  (White)  Stewart,  also  natives  of  Illinois, 
and  both  now  deceased.  The  mother  had  been  in  ill- 
health  for  some  months  and  was  taken  South  to  Flor- 
ida, where  her  death  took  place  in  18G1.     Stephen 


Stewart  survived  his  wife  twenty  years,  his  death 
occurring  at  the  home  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Stewart  in  Pe- 
oria in  January,   1881. 

Our  subject  was  but  a  child  two  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  mother's  death,  and  had  accompanied 
her  to  the  South.  He  was  brought  back  soon  after- 
vv.ird,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's 
farm.  The  latter  was  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry  and 
followed  agriculture  his  entire  life.  He  owned  a 
fine  tract  of  land  in  Putnam  County,  and  became 
quite  prominent  as  a  successful  stock-raiser.  He 
was  a  uative  of  Bond  County,  111.,  and  had  been 
a  resident  of  Putnam  County  since  18.32.  In 
1878  he  removed  from  Putnam  to  Livingston 
County.  Although  mostly  engrossed  with  his 
farming  operations  he  was  a  conscientious  sup- 
porter of  Republican  principles,  and  with  his  wife 
and  family,  belonged  to  the  Congregational  Church. 
The  household  circle  was  completed  by  the  birth 
of  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only 
remaining  member,  one  babe  having  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  their  little  son,  Willie,  when  ten  years 
of  age. 

Jlr.  Stewart  remained  a  member  of  his  father's 
household  until  1876,  acquiring  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school,  and  later  entering  the 
college  at  .Jacksonville,  III.,  from  which,  after  a 
course  of  five  years,  he  was  graduated  June  6, 
1881.  He  then  returned  to  this  county,  where  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. He  is  the  owner  of  625  acres  in  Forest  Town- 
ship, a  part  of  which  he  rents  and  the  balance  is 
devoted  to  his  stock  operations,  which  include 
mostly  graded  cattle  with  a  sprinkling  of  excellent 
common  stock,  the  heads  of  each  herd  being  all 
thoroughbred.  This  property  lies  not  far  from 
the  village  limits,  within  which  Mr.  Stewart  took 
up  his  residence  hi  1881.  He  has  one  of  the  most 
desirable  homes  in  the  village,  the  handsome  resi- 
dence being  finished  and  furnished  in  modern  style 
and  all  its  surroundings  in  keeping  with  the  habits 
of  a  gentleman   of    intelligence  and   means. 

Mr.  Stewart  was  married  in  October,  1881,  to  Miss 
Jennie  T.  McVay,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  Nov. 
27,  1859.  Mrs.  S.  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Homer 
and  Harriet  (Thompson)  McVay,  natives  of  Scot- 
land and  Ohio   respectively,  and  now  residents  of 
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Urbana,  this  State,  where  the  father  officiates  as  a 
minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Ciuirch.  Mr.  ;ui(l 
JIi^s.  Stewart  have  one  child,  a  son.  Homer  Vt'illis, 
born  July  18,  1886.  They  spent  the  winter  of 
1882-83  in  Florida,  visiting-  the  iirincipal  cities  of 
the  Sonthcast,  and  the  gr;ive  of  the  mother  of  I\Ir. 
Stewart,  at  Milton. 

Our  subject,  although  not  thirty  years  of  age, 
has  a  fine  start  in  life,  and  possessing  natural  busi- 
ness capacities  and  great  euergj'  of  character,  is 
bound  to  succeed  financially,  while  his  excellent 
personal  qualities  commend  him  to  his  fellow-citi- 
zens as  one  who  iu  time  will  justly  become  prom- 
inent among  the  various  interests  identified  with 
the  welfare  of  thepeojile. 

^^f  N'DREW  .T.  BRADBURY  is  a  representa- 
@/LI|'i    live  young  farmer   of  section    30,  Avoca 
III    I*    Township,  and    is  a  native  of  Massachn- 
(^  setts,  where  he  was  born  on  the  8th  of  Alay, 

184.J.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  S.  (deceased)  and 
Mary  M.  Bradbnry,  natives  of  the  States  of  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  respectively.  The 
former's  paternal  ance.stors  are  of  English,  while  the 
latter  is  of  French-English  descent.  Of  the  twelve 
children  born  to  his  parents,  five  survive — Charles 
W.,  Andrew  J.,  Jennie  L.,  Benjamin  F.  and  George 
R.  AVhen  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  three 
years  of  age,  he  accompanied  his  parents  when  they 
emigrated  to  West  Virginia,  where  they  resided  for 
two  j'ears,  and  then  came  to  Peoria  County,  111. 
In  that  county  they  resided  until  the  spring  of 
18Gf*,  when  they  came  to  Livingston  County  and 
settled  in  Eppard's  Point  Township,  wiiere  the 
father  died  in  the  year  1880.  The  mother  still 
survives  and  is  living  on  the  (^Id  homestead. 
While  the  father  was  a  citizen  of  Ejjpard's  Point, 
he  took  great  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  development  of  his  townsliip  and  cuunty.  lie 
had  the  esteem  and  confidence  (jf  all  who  knew 
him,  and  it  may  truly  be  said  that  in  his  death  the 
county  lost  one  of  her  best  citizens  and  most  pub- 
lic-spirited men. 

Andrew    J.    Bradbury   wiicii   a   Ijoy   received   a 


good  district-school  education,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  years  spent  in  the  occupation  of  a 
carpenter,  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming  all  his 
life.  On  the  20th  of  February,  1872,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Christina  Watson,  and  they  have  had 
two  children — Robert  E.,  born  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, 1875,  and  James  Franklin,  on  the  20th  of 
Julj%  1877.  Mv.  Bradbury's  farm  consists  of  108 
acres  of  well-improved  land,  on  which  he  has  con- 
structed all  the  buildings  necessar3'  for  the  com- 
fort of  his  family  and  domestic  animals,  and  the 
care  of  the  products  of  the  farm.  He  has  under- 
drained  his  laud  in  such  an  admirable  manner  that 
every  foot  of  it  is  available  for  cultivation.  When 
Mr.  Bradbury  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the 
time  when  he  started  in  life  for  himself,  his  cash 
capital  consisted  of  §3,  but  with  that  small  begin- 
ning he  went  to  work  with  a  will,  and  the  result 
can  be  seen  by  a  visit  to  his  excellent  farm,  and  an 
inspection  of  the  premises.  In  the  fullest  sense  of 
the  word  he  is  a  self-made  man,  a  representative 
New  Englander,  coming  from  a  class  of  people 
noted  for  their  hardiness,  their  sterling  worth  and 
their  indomitable  energy.  Mr.  Bradbnry  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  proclivities,  to  which 
[larty  he  confesses  constant  allegiance. 

y;ALTER  S.  RAMSAY,  Postmaster  at  Long 
Point  and  dealer  in  general  hardware,  is 
^  ^  the  owner  of  good  village  property,  be- 
sides an  80-acre  tract  of  Kansas  land  which  is  partly 
improved  and  will  in  time  be  valuable.  He  was 
born  in  Montgomerj'  Count3%  Pa.,  Feb.  20,  1850, 
and  came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  when  a  little 
lad  four  j'ears  of  age.  They  located  in  Peoria 
County  during  its  early  settlement,  and  the  father 
now  resides  at  Long  Point  with  his  son. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Thomas  and  Rebefcca 
(Carnog)  Ramsay,  were  also  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  after  coming  to  this  State  resided  in 
Peoria  County  until  the  fall  of  1867,  when  they 
took  up  their  residence  in  Livingston.  Walter  S. 
pursued  iiis  studies  iu  the  common  schools  of 
Peoria  Cnuiitj',  and  worked  on  the  farm  with  his 
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father  until  ill-health  compellerl  him  to  abandon 
manual  labor.  He  then  commenced  teaching,  which 
he  followed  in  Livingston  County  five  terms,  and 
tlieu  engaged  in  the  hardware  liusiness.  On  the  3d  of 
January,  1875,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  IMiss 
Mary  Welsh,  who  was  born  May  25,  1854,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Adela  Welsh,  natives  of 
Ohio.  She  never  looked  upon  her  father's  face,  as 
her  birth  took  place  after  his  death.  She  is  one  of 
four  children,  namelj',  Heury,  who  died  when  an 
infant  of  eighteen  months;  Julia  A.,  who  now  re- 
sides with  her  sister  Mary;  Robingney,  a  brick- 
mason  of  Stafford  County,  Kan.,  and  Mary,  the 
wife  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  and,  ]\Irs.  Ramsay  have  three  children : 
Flora  M.,  born  Aug.  6,  1876;  Lillian  A.,  June  2, 
1878,  and  Thomas  B.,  Aug.  8,  1884.  Mr.  Ramsey 
is  Democratic  in  polities,  and  was  appointed  Post- 
master Julj'  1,  188G.  He  has  served  as  Township 
Collector  two  terms  and  the  same  length  of  time 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  has  been  Town  Treas- 
urer since  1879,  and  was  Town  Clerk  one  year.  He 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  as  a  man  and  citizen  enjoys  the  respect 
of  his  community. 

ENRY  F.  ANDREWS,  a  prosperous  farmer 
on  section  25,  Waldo  Township,  was  born 
in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  March  10,  1854. 
He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Freel) 
Andrews,  and  is  the  second  living  child  in  a  familj- 
of  six,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Mary,  who  is 
the  only  girl,  was  born  in  January,  1851 ;  Heury  F., 
our  subject;  John  K.,  who  was  born  June  7,  1856; 
Thomas,  July  3,  1 858 ;  Joseph,  Jan.  30, 1 860 ;  James, 
Jan.  31,  1863.  These  children  all  live  in  Waldo 
Township.  Mr.  Andrews'  parents  are  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  former  of  Irish  and  the  latter  of 
German  descent.  The  father  was  born  in  1815, 
died  on  the  21st  of  March,  1879,  and  was  buried  iu 
the  Gridley  Cemeter}'.  The  mother  was  born  in 
1825,  and  is  still  living  in  Waldo  Township. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  assisted 
in  snch  work  as  he  could  perform  during  his  boy- 
hood days,  while  in  the  winter  months,  as  was  the 
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custom  in  those  days,  he  attended  the  district 
schools.  He  accompanied  his  parents  when  thej' 
came  to  Illinois,  when  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of 
age.  They  hicated  in  Waldo  Township,  where 
they  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  which  Henry  as- 
sisted in  tilling  until  he  was  about  twenty'  years  of 
.age,  and  then  went  out  to  work  by  the  month  for 
one  summer.  He  then  made  an  arrangement 
whereby  he  farmed  forty  acres,  for  the  rent  of 
which  and  the  use  of  a  team,  he  gave  one-half  of 
his  crops;  the  next  year  he  purchased  a  team  and 
rented  sixtj'  acres  of  land. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1876,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  married  to  Miss  Hattie  E.  Houghton, 
daughter  of  Thomas  B.  and  Sarah  (Jaunt)  Hough- 
ton, of  Gridley,  111.  His  wife  was  born  in  Bloom- 
ington.  111.,  on  the  24th  of  August,  1856,  whence 
her  parents  removed  to  Gridley  when  she  was  about 
five  j'ears  of  age,  and  at  this  place  she  was  reared 
and  received  a  fair  common-school  education.  Her 
father  was  born  Sept.  25,  1828,  and  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  as  was  also  her  mother,  who  was 
born  iu  July,  1828,  and  they  were  married  in  that 
State.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith  bj'  occupation. 
In  1861  he  became  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  in 
which  he  served  for  a  period  of  three  years,  during 
which  time  his  health  became  very  much  impaired, 
and  he  died  Nov.  5,  1869,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Gridley  buryiug-ground.  The  mother  still  sur- 
vives, and  lives  in  Gridley. 

The  parental  famil}'  of  Mrs.  Andrews  included 
the  following-named  children  :  Samuel  E.,  who  was 
born  in  June,  1852,  and  at  the  age  of  five  years 
ceased  growing,  at  which  time  he  was  thirty-one 
inches  in  height  and  weighed  but  fort}' -one  pounds. 
He  remained  at  this  stature  and  weight  until  he 
was  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  when  he  began  grow- 
ing agaiu,  and  now  weighs  seventy-five  pounds. 
For  many  years  he  traveled  with  the  amusement 
troupe  known  as  "Jack,  the  Giant  Killer,"  and  in 
that  way  assisted  materially  in  the  support  of  the 
family ;  he  now  lives  in  Gridle}'.  Benjamin  F'.  was 
born  in  1854,  and  died  at  the  age  of  five  years; 
Hattie  E.,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  Aug.  24,  1856;  Grace  was  born  Dec.  27, 
1858,  married  Frank  Kent  Oct.  1,  1876,  and  died 
Feb.  14,  1878,  leaving  one  child,  Bessie  Grace,  who 
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lives  with  her  father  in  Gridley :  Eva,  born  Sept. 
20,  1860,  married  Fred  W.  Klein,  Dec.  7,  1879,  has 
t»vo  children,  and  lives  in  El  Paso;  Etta  was  born 
June  30,  18G3,  married  Henr^-  Killenbach,  June  29, 
1886,  and  has  one  child;  Frederick  B.  was  born 
Nov.  5,  1867,  and  is  engaged  as  a  telegraph  oper- 
ator in  New  Mexico.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Andrews,  Thomas  Houghton,  lived  to  be 
ninety-four  years  old,  having  been  born  on  the  5th 
of  June,  1792,  in  Massachusetts.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  the  oldest  man  in  McLean  Couuty  when 
lie  died,  on  the  5th  of  October,  1886.  For  the 
last  twentj'-five  years  of  his  life  he  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  ^Methodist  Episcopal  C'luiich,  as  is 
his  wife,  who  survives  him. 

Since  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Andrews  he  has  con- 
tinued in  the  occupation  of  farming,  and  during 
the  past  six  jears  has  remained  on  the  farm  where 
he  uow  resides,  and  for  which  he  has  a  lease  for 
four  j'e.irs  longer.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  have 
been  born  five  children:  Thomas  J.,  on  the  12th 
of  August,  1877;  Frank  B.,  Aug.  24,  1879;  Sarah 
E.,  Oct.  14,  1881 ;  Walter  Lee,  June  5.  1884,  and 
Charles.  Aug.  19, 1886.  The  children  are  all  bright 
and  perfectly  healthy,  and  in  them  the  parents  take 
pardonable  pride.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  occupy 
a  good  social  standing  among  their  neighbors,  and 
thoroughly  interest  themselves  in  all  movements 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 


'Y  OHN  BUTLER.  In  the  minds  of  a  great 
many  people  the  impression  is  lodged  that 
railroad  corporations  employ  inferior  and 
unskillful  men  because  they  can  secure  that 
class  of  men  at  wages  less  than  skilled  men  will 
work  for.  This  is  an  erroneous  impression.  Rail- 
road nian.agers  are  wi<e  in  their  day  and  generation, 
and  have  learned  by  tiie  saddest  kind  of  experience 
that  ti'ue  economy  in  the  management  of  a  railroad 
demands  the  most  competent  and  skilled  cniploves 
in  every  department,  particularly  so  far  as  the  run- 
ning of  trains  and  the  management  of  the  physical 
affairs  of  the  railroad  is  concerned.      It  can  be    .said 
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truthfully,  that  no  Western  railroad  management 
exercises  greater  care  in  the  selection  of  men  to 
carry  out  the  details  of  its  management  than  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad.  This  is  evidenced  by  a 
careful  inspection  of  the  personel  of  the  present  em- 
ployes of  their  road,  one  of  whom  is  Mr.  Butler,  of 
Pontiac,  the  Roadmaster  of  that  division. 

Mr.  Butler  was  born  in  1832,  in  Ireland,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Hassett)  Butler, 
natives  of  Ireland,  who  engaged  in  farming  during 
life,  and  had  a  family  of  ten  children,  three  of  the 
sons  coming  to  America,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
in  1849.  Before  coming  to  this  country,  he  re- 
ceived three  years'  careful  education  in  an  Irish 
agricultural  college.  The  first  point  at  which  he 
settled  after  arriving  in  America,  was  at  Janesville, 
Wis.,  where  he  devoted  two  years  to  farming,  and 
then  went  into  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
Railroad,  commencing  as  a  common  laborer.  He 
was  so  faithful  and  trustworthy  that  he  was  soon 
asked  to  take  the  position  of  section  boss  at  Buck- 
ley, on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  Iroquois 
Count}',  111.,  which  he  did,  and  passed  from  that 
grade  to  the  position  of  Roadmaster,  wliich  place 
he  has  occupied  for  seventeen  years. 

Mr.  Butler  moved  to  Pontiac  in  1880,  and  pur- 
chased a  fine  residence  on  Mills  street,  north  of  the 
court-house,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  also 
purchased  a  store  building  on  Madison  street,  which 
yields  him  a  good  rental.  In  addition  to  his  rail- 
road business,  he  is  engaged  in  real-estate  transac- 
tions, having  bought  and  sold  large  amounts  of  farm 
land.  Coming  to  this  country  when  a  young  man, 
without  money  and  without  friends  to  lean  upon, 
he  has  by  his  business  capacity  and  close  attention 
to  whatever  he  might  be  engaged  in,  become  one  of 
the  leading  railroad  men  of  the  West. 

Mr.  Butler  was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Jane  B. 

Tyrell,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  they  have  a   familj' 

of  six  children  living:  Margaret  A. ;  William,  ticket 

and  local  agent  for  the  I.  C.  R.   R.,  married    Miss 

Gusta  Gunsell,  daughter  of  H.  B.  Gunsell,  one   of 

the  prominent  citizens  of  Pontiac,  and  they    have 

one  son ;  Charles  E.,  who  is  telegraph   operator    at 

Kankakee,    111.;  Jului  H.,  onv    subject;  Mary   and 

Francis  .1. 

Mr.  Butler    has   alliliated    with  the  Democratic 
■» 
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part3%  but  floes  not  take  an  active  part  in  politics, 
as  his  whole  time  is  given  to  the  work  that  he  loves 
above  all  others — railroading.  He  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


^OHN  CUMMINGS.  The  future  is  full  of 
I  possibilities  for  the  young  man  who  has  se- 
I  cured  a  foothold  in  Illinois,  for  he  has  none 
(^^j//  of  the  conditions  to  contend  with  that  the 
e.irly  settlers  had.  The  difference  between  the 
early  settler  and  the  young  man  who  becomes  the 
farmer  of  to-day,  is  about  like  the  difference  be- 
tween traveling  bj'  a  path  whose  course  is  marked 
by  blazed  trees,  and  going  upon  a  good  broad  high- 
way. The  difficulties  surrounding  early  citizen- 
ship have  all  passed  away,  and  the  conditions  now, 
if  not  luxurious,  are  at  least  comfortable,  and  if 
one  becomes  possessor  of  an  Illinois  farm  now,  it  is 
all  ready  for  the  plow  and  the  reaper.  There  are 
no  wild  prairies  to  reduce  to  a  state  of  cultivation, 
no  swamps  to  drain  or  trees  to  fell.  This  prelimin- 
ary work  has  been  done  b}^  a  hardy  set  of  pioneers, 
and  it  is  onlj'  necessary  for  those  who  follow  them 
to  reap  the  benefits  of  their  labor.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  at  a  time  when  the  pioneer 
days  in  Illinois  were  just  closing,  and  he  comes 
upon  the  stage  of  action  at  a  time  after  the  trans- 
formation has  taken  place. 

Mr.  Cummings  is  a  native  of  the  Iloosier  State, 
being  born  near  the  town  of  Columbus,  Bartholo- 
mew County,  in  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Nicholas 
(deceased)  and  Lavinia  Cummings,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Of  his  father's  family  he  is  the 
oldest  son,  and  when  he  was  six  years  old  his  par- 
ents moved  to  Bloomington,  111.,  where  they  re- 
sided for  fifteen  j'ears,  and  where  his  boyhood  days 
were  spent  in  assisting  in  work  upon  a  farm,  and  at 
such  seasons,  when  it  was  possible,  attending  the 
common  schools,  where  he  made  such  reasonable 
progress  that  when  he  came  to  manhood  he  had  a 
tolerably  fair  education. 

In  Maj',  1881,  Mr.  C.  was  married  to  Emma 
Youle,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Youle,  of 
Delavan,  111.,  who  were  natives  of  ICngland,  and 
came  to  America  in  1851,  coming  direct  to  Illinois 
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upon  their  arrival,  and  whe;-e  thej'  reside  in  Taze- 
well County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummings  have  one 
daughter,  Ivn  A.,  born  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1881.  Mr.  Cummings  settled  in  Livingston  County 
on  the  farm  of  his  parents,  in  1883.  Me  is  now 
the  owner  of  KSO  acres  of  land  on  section  29,  Pon- 
tiac  Township,  and  is  making  one  of  the  snuggest 
farms  of  it  in  Livingston  County.  He  cultivates 
it  under  all  the  improved  methods,  and  is  fast  ac- 
cumulating modern  labor-saving  machinery.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  displays  his  loyalty 
to  that  party  by  casting  his  vote  for  its  candidates 
at  every  election.  He  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  are  highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and  ac- 
quaintances of  the  township  in  which  the^'  live. 


^^EORGE  BERRY, 
[|[  (=^  Devonshire,  Engl 
^^^   1829.     He  grew  I 


lEORGE  BERRY,  deceased,  was  a  native  of 
>land,  and  was  born  about 
to  manhood  in  his  native 
country,  where  he  was  fairly  well  educated,  and 
emigrated  to  this  counti'y  about  the  year  1850, 
taking  passage  at  Liverpool.  After  a  pleasant 
ocean  voyage,  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  and 
was  employed  for  about  one  year  as  a  farm  hand 
near  Batavia,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  then 
came  to  Illinois,  and  for  several  years  was  located 
near  Ottawa,  LaSalle  Counter,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming.  He  came  to  Livingston  County  about 
the  year  1858,  and  settled  on  section  13,  Owego 
Township. 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1853,  in  the  town  of  Ot- 
tawa, Mr.  Berry  was  married  to  Hannah  E.  Howe, 
a  native  of  England,  who  was  born  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1831,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Alfred  and 
Elizabeth  Howe,  of  England.  Through  hard  work 
and  good  management  he  accumulated  an  estate  of 
320  acres  of  land  and  a  good  store  property  in  the 
town  of  Rugby.  111.  He  was  known  for  his  quiet, 
unassuming  manner,  and  sterling  integrity,  and  al- 
waj-s  strove  to  do  right.  For  a  short  time  he  car- 
ried on  a  grain  business  at  Rugby,  in  which  he  was 
very  successful.  He  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  his  locality,  and  was  respected 
and  esteemed  by  all  who  enjoyed  his  acquaintance. 
, — _ ■► 
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Mr.  and  Mi-s.  B.  were  confirmed  in  their  native  land 
in  the  Church  of  England,  by  the  Bisliop  of  Exeter, 
but  there  being  no  church  in  Livingston  County, 
they  united  with  the  Methodist  Church,  in  which 
he  remained  a  consistent  member  until  his  death. 
He  filled  manj-  important  offices,  and  was  among  its 
most  prominent  members,  always  advancing  its  in- 
terests, both  by  example  and  the  substantial  contri- 
bution of  means.  He  was  a  kind  and  loving  hus- 
band, and  a  good  neighbor.  He  passed  away  in 
March,  1883. 

In  Mr.  Berry's  demise  Livingston  County  lost 
one  of  her  best  citizens,  who,  during  hiii  life,  was 
in  favor  of  every  measure  to  elevate  society,  and 
improve  all  the  conditions  of  the  count^^  In  poli- 
tics he  affiliated  with  tlie  Republican  party,  but  he 
would  never  permit  his  name  to  be  placed  upon  a 
ticket  for  office. 


^-.>J^><-^<;^ 
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\?(  OHN  BENNETT,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
j 
I    neers  of  Avoca  Township,  is  now  pleasantly 

1  located  on  section  36,  where  he  is  passing  his 
ll^jl/  declining  years  in  the  midst  of  a  people  who 
have  known  him  long  and  well,  and  who  have 
learned  to  thoroughly  respect  and  esteem  him  for 
his  excellent  traits  as  a  man  and  a  citizen.  He  has 
looked  upon  the  changes  transpiring  in  his  adopted 
.State  with  the  interest  peculiar  to  tbe  intelligent 
and  progressive  spirit  which  first  impelled  him  to 
leave  iiis  native  State,  near  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
make  the  long  journey  toward  the  setting  sun. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  born  in  Cape  May  County,  N. 
.J.,  Eel).  5,  1821,  which  county  was  also  the  birth- 
place of  his  parents,  James  and  Deborah  (Goff) 
Bennett.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  natives  of 
Ireland,  and  his  mother  descended  from  an  excel- 
lent old  Welsh  farail^^  which  afterward  was  repre- 
sented by  many  descendants  in  the  New  England 
and  Middle  States.  When  John  was  a  youth  of 
fourteen  years,  with  his  father  and  step-mother, 
he  started  off  on  a  long  journey  westward  and  lo- 
cated in  TippeeaiKje  County,  Ind.,  during  its  early 
settlement.  His  mother  had  died  when  he  was  a 
little  lad  four  years  of  age.  His  father  only  sur- 
vived until  1847,  his  death  taking-place  at  his  home 


in  Tippecanoe  County.  John  Bennett  was  there 
reared  to  manhood,  receiving  a  limited  education, 
his  early  studies  being  conducted  in  a  log  school- 
house  which  was  built  after  the  manner  of  those 
daj-s,  with  puncheon  floor  and  a  place  to  let  in  the 
light  which  by  no  means  could  be  dignified  by  the 
name  of  window.  He  continued  at  farming,  to 
which  he  had  been  reared,  and  to  which  his  tastes 
naturally  inclined,  and  after  reaching  his  twent3'- 
flfth  birthday  was  married,  Oct.  6,  1846,  to  Miss 
Rachel  Shaw,  a  native  of  his  own  State  and  born  in 
1824. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  commenced  life  in  a  mod- 
est manner  on  a  farm  in  Tippecanoe  County,  where 
they  continued  to  live  until  1863,  when  our  subject 
disposed  of  his  interests  there,  and  coming  to  Avoca 
Township  operated  for  a  time  on  rented  land.  In 
1856  he  purchased  120  acres  of  wild  prairie,  from 
which  he  eliminated  his  present  comfortable  and 
valuable  homestead.  Not  a  furrow  had  been  turned 
when  he  took  possession  of  it,  and  viewing  the 
splendid  farm  of  to-day  the  passer-by  can  easily 
imagine  what  years  of  labor  and  persistence  must 
have  been  emplo3'ed  in  order  to  bring  it  to  its  pres- 
ent condition.  Mr.  Bennett  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources  early  in  life  and  was  content  to  start 
in  a  small  way  and  labor  and  wait  for  results.  When 
settling  upon  the  land  which  he  first  purchased  in 
Avoca  Township  he  had  about  $80  in  cash,  a  few 
rude  farm  implements  and  some  live  stock.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  320  acres,  embracing  one  of  the 
finest  bodies  of  land  in  the  southern  part  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  which  is  a  standing  monument 
of  his  industry  and  perseverance.  He  is  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  hardships  and  difficulties  of 
pioneer  life,  and  the  "shifts"  which  all  the  early 
settlers  were  obliged  to  make  in  order  to  keep  soul 
and  body  together.  Besides  carrying  on  the  cul- 
tivation of  his  land  in  a  wise  and  judicious  manner, 
he  still  took  time  to  interest  himself  in  the  welfare 
of  the  people  about  him,  representing  his  township 
in  tbe  County  Board  of  Supervisors  three  years,  and 
serving  as  School  Director  and  Trustee  in  his  dis- 
trict. The  community  long  ago  learned  to  look 
upon  him  as  one  of  its  most  trustworthy  citizens, 
and  he  has  never  disappointed  them. 

Mr.  and   Mrs.  Bennett,  in  additi(jn  to  the  other 


•►■-41 


^ 


h 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


good  things  which  befell  them  as  the  reward  of 
worth  and  integrity,  became  the  parentti  of  a  bloom- 
ing family  of  eight  children,  who  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Sarah  was  born  Aug.  29,  1848,  and  is  at 
home;  Miriam  was  born  Jnly  20,  1850,  and  be- 
came the  wife  of  Joshua  Mills,  of  Ottawa,  III. ;  Win- 
field  S.  was  born  Nov.  15,  1851,  and  is  at  home: 
John  E.  was  born  M.arch  5,  1855,  married  Minnie 
Merrit,  and  lives  in  this  township;  George  H.  was 
born  Nov.  19,  1857,  married  Jennie  Crum,  and  lives 
in  Belle  Prairie  Township;  Rachel  Emma  was  born 
March  17,  1862,  and  married  John  Mitton,  of  Fair- 
bury,  111.;  Aaron  J.,  born  Feb.  28,  1864,  and  Mary 
D.,  May  9,  1868,  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bennett  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Beimett  has  always  voted 
the  Reimblican  ticket. 


=<s^\  TEPHEN  A.  HOYT,  banker,  at  Forest,  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  vicinity  since  the 
spring  of  1865.  He  then  engaged  as  a  lum- 
ber and  stock  dealer,  and  afterward  em- 
barked in  the  grain  trade.  He  still  buys  and  sells 
cattle,  shipping  them  to  the  Chicago  market,  and  is 
the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  valuable  land,  800  of 
which  is  in  Dakota,  and  the  balance  in  Illinois.  He 
is  distinguished  as  a  gentleman  of  enterprise  and 
energy,  who  has  been  nniformlj'  successful  and  one 
who  has  a  thorough  contempt  for  the  idler. 

The  main  points  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Hoyt  are 
substantial!}'  as  follows :  He  was  born  in  Ulster 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  27,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of 
Curtis  and  Maria  A.  (Myer)  Hoyt,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Connecticut  and  New  York.  Neither  of 
his  parents  reached  old  age,  both  dj'ing  before  fift}' 
years  old.  The  father  was  a  hatter,  which  trade  he 
followed  many  years,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Delaware  County.  His  mother  died  in  Saugerties, 
N.  Y.,  about  1853,  and  the  father  a  few  years  later. 
Their  seven  children  are  recorded  as  follows :  Sarah, 
Mrs.  Turner,  is  a  resident  of  Forest,  111.;  Theodore 
became  a  sailor,  and  was  wrecked  on  the  Feejee 
Islands,  where  he  married  the  daughter  of  a  mis- 
sionary and  has  since  remained ;  Francis  M.  married 
Miss  Emma  Hale,  and  is  a  resident  of  Eureka,  111. ; 
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Peter  M.  married  Miss  Kate  Diedrich,  .ind  lives  in 
Forest;  George  died  in  infancj';  Elizabeth  married 
T.  J.  Kerr,  of  Forest;  Stephen  A.,  of  our  sketch, 
is  the  oldest  of  the  family. 

Young  Hoyt  remained  under  the  parental  roof  in 
his  native  county  until  after  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents, and  in  the  fall  of  1857  migrated  westward  to 
this  State.  After  a  brief  sojourn  in  Chicago  he 
went  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  where,  two  months  later, 
he  was  attacked  with  chills  and  fever  and  suffered 
from  this  malady  for  some  time.  He  had  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  wiiile  a  resident  of  New  York, 
and  followed  the  business  u))  to  the  time  of  enlist- 
ment. 

The  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  which  tm-ued  the 
current  of  the  lives  of  so  man}'  young  men,  also  in- 
terfered with  the  plans  of  our  subject,  as  he  consid- 
ered it  his  duty  to  forego  his  present  interests  and 
array  himself  on  the  side  of  the  Union.  Ac- 
cordingly on  the  12th  of  May,  1861,  soon  after 
the  firing  upon  Ft.  Sumter,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  17th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  followed  the  fortunes 
of  war  until  its  close.  He  was  soon  promoted 
Second  Sergeant,  the  Orderly  Sergeant  being  H.  D. 
Clark,  now  a  Christian  minister  of  Bloomington, 
and  the  Captain,  O.  A.  Burgess,  also  a  Christian 
minister.  Young  Hoyt  proceeded  with  his  regi- 
ment to  the  scene  of  conflict,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm.  He  was  de-, 
termined  not  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly detailed  to  headquarters,  where  he  acted 
as  clerk  for  Gen.  W.  R.  Rowley.  He  met  the  enemy 
in  various  engagements  and  skirmishes,  and  per- 
formed his  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain  the 
approval  of  his  superior  officers  and  the  esteem  of 
his  comrades.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  en- 
listment he  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield,  111.,  in 
July,  1864,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge.  His 
army  life  was  like  that  of  many  another  soldier 
whose  hardships  and  privations  remain  unchroni- 
cled;  but  who  performed  their  duty  faithfully  and 
well,  and  have  perhaps  for  their  only  consolation 
the  approval  of  their  own  consciences. 

Mr.  Hoyt,  after  leaving  the  army,  engaged  as  a 
builder  and  contractor,  which  business  he  followed 
in  Eureka  until  the  spring  of  1865.  On  the  3d  of 
October  following,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
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Miss  Riitilia  Gillum,  Rev.  Dr.  Allen,  of  the  Eureka 
Cbristian  Church,  offieiatino'.  Mrs.  Hoyt  was  born 
iu  Christian  County,  Ky.,  in  1840,  and  is  the  (laugh- 
ter of  James  ami  Eleanor  C.  (Harvey)  Gillum,  also 
natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State. 

The  bank  with  which  Mr.  Hoyt  is  connected 
was  established  on  the  oth  of  January,  1881!,  under 
the  name  and  stj'le  of  Hoyt  &  Co.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  §25,000.  Its  business  transactions  extend 
over  a  large  section  of  country,  and  its  projector,  and 
also  the  other  gentlemen  who  are  identified  with  it, 
are  citizens  of  standing  in  the  communitj',  and  in 
whom  it  has  implicit  confidence.  It  is  fast  becoming 
one  of  the  indispensable  institutions  of  Livingston 
County,  and  its  methods  are  such  as  will  insure  suc- 
cess. 

Mr.  Hoyt  has  distinguished  himselfCns  a  liberal- 
minded  citizen,  and  politically  is  a  Republican, 
with  strong  Prohibition  principles.  He  believes  in 
giving  to  all  classes  of  people  the  rights  to  which 
thej'  are  naturally  entitled,  and  mantains  that 
woman's  work  in  particular  should  receive  its  just 
compensation,  and  that  she  should  be  eligible  to  all 
the  offices  under  the  Government.  He  has  repre- 
sented his  township  in  the  Count}-  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  has  officiated  as  School  Director  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  and  his  excellent  wife 
are  members  in  good  standing  (if  the  Christian 
Church. 

>:>     :@:     <V 

ELI  PEARSON.  The  "  village  blacksmith  " 
has  been  immortalized  in  song,  but  the  ideal 
blacksmith  of  the  poet  is  not  the  blacksmith 
of  the  present,  but  the  one  of  many  years  ago, 
when  he  not  only  welded  and  forged  but  made 
wagons  as  well,  and  in  those  days  they  made  honest 
wagons  too,  as  all  the  wooden  parts  were  made  by 
hand  and  of  the  best  timber  obtainable,  and  the 
ironing  was  done  substantially  if  not  as  artistically 
.as  to-da}-.  The  village  blacksmith,  whose  praises 
are  sung  by  the  poet,  has  almost  passed  out  of  ex- 
Lstencp,  for  mechanical  inventions  have  supplanted 
him,  and  about  all  he  finds  to  do  now  is  to  make 
repairs.  At  the  time  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
followed  the  occupation  of  blacksmith  and  wagon- 
maker  the  great  establishments  which  now  monop- 


olize  manufactures  in  those  lines  had  not  come  into 
existence;  since  theyjhave  assumed  the  sway  thej' 
enjoj',  the  early  mechanics  wlio  did  all  the  work 
honestly  and  with  their  hands  have  been  driven  to 
the  farm  or  other  occupations.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  chose  the  life  of  a  farmer,  which  he 
has  followed  for  several  years  in  Avoca  Township. 
He  is  a  native  of  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  and 
was  born  on  the  12th  of  July,  1835.  He  is  a  son 
of  Lot  and  Sophia  Pearson,  of  whom  further  men- 
tion is  made  in  the  biographical  sketch  of  Martin 
Pearson,  his  brother.  When  about  five  years  of 
age  Mr.  Pearson  was  left  an  orphan  bj'  the  death  of 
both  his  parents,  and  was  thrown  entirely  upon  his 
own  resources.  When  old  enough  to  do  so  he 
learned  the  trade  of  blacksmithing  and  wagon- 
making,  which  he  followed  for  about  twelve  years, 
and  has  devoted  his  life  since  to  the  occupation  of 
a  farmer.  He  and  his  brother,  Martin  Pearson, 
were  the  first  mechanics  in  the  line  of  wagon- 
making  and  blacksmithing  to  settle  in  the  ancient 
village  of  Avoca,  in  Avoca  Township,  of  which 
onlj'  a  few  ruins  remain  to  mark  the  spot  where 
once  stood  a  prosperous  hamlet.  During  his  boy- 
hood days  Mr.  Pearson  received  a  fair  common- 
school  education,  which  has  availed  him  well  in 
after  life.  He  came  to  Livingston  County,  111.,  in 
185(1,  and  has  been  here  continuously  since  that 
time. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  18.')(1,  Mr.  Pearson  married 
Mahala  Virgin,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  M.  and 
Amanda  Virgin,  who  were  among  the  early  pioneer 
settlers  of  Livingston  Count}'.  They  have  had  four 
children :  Alonzo,  Meredith  M.,  Ulysses  G.,  and 
Flora,  wife  of  Edward  DeMoss.  Mr.  Pearson  owns 
100  acres  of  good  land,  and  as  a  farmer  has  been 
quite  successful.  AVhen  he  came  to  Livingston 
County  he  had  $100  in  cash,  and  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  tools  with  which  to  carry  on  his  trade,  in 
the  prosecution  of  which  he  accumulated  sufficient 
means  t(j  purchase  and  equip  his  farm.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations  he  acts  with  the  Democratic  party, 
whose  princiiiles  and  candidates  receive  from  him  an 
earnest  support.  E(3r  seventeen  j'ears  he  has  served 
as  Assessor  of  Avoca  Township,  and  has  been  Col- 
lcct(j)'  for  two  years.  He  interests  himself  in  all 
matters  which  involve  the  welfare  of  the  commun- 
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ity  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  quite  liberal  in  his 
contributations  of  time  and  money  to  all  local 
enterprises,  and  is  considered  in  every  respect  a 
first-class  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  identify  them- 
selves with  the  best  elements  of  societ}',  by  whom 
they  are  deservedly  esteemed  and  respected. 

POLLOS  CAMP,  an  aged  and  retired  far- 
(@zUll  rocr  and  capitalist  who  has  lived  a  useful 
life  and  completed  the  sum  of  more  than 
fourscore  j^ears,  is  now  sheltered  in  au  ele- 
gant home  in  the  city  of  Pontiac,  by  whose  people 
he  is  held  in  peculiar  veneration  and  respect.  An 
original  Yankee,  he  was  born  in  Plymouth  (since 
known  as  Thomaston),  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  March 
19,  1806.  His  parents,  Ephraim  and  Mabel  (Par- 
dy)  Camp,  were  also  natives  of  Plymouth,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  milling  the  early  part  of  his 
life,  and  subsequently  retired  upon  a  competence. 
He  had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  possessed  the  hardy  and  resolute  spirit  of 
the  men  of  his  time. 

The  subject  of  this   sketch   was  reared   upon  a 
farm,  and  upon   reaching  his  majority  learned  the 
trade  of  a  stonemason.     After  becoming  proficient 
in  this  he  engaged  as  a  contractor  exclusively  for 
savy  work,  and  was  thus  occupied  five  years.     In 
■528  he  was  appointed  foreman  of  the  farm   and 
.perintendent  of  material  in  the  shops  of  the  great 
ock-maker.  Seth  Thomas,  at  Hartford,   in  whose 
mploy  he  remained  for  a  period  of  eighteen  3'ears. 
Mr.  Camp,  now    desirous  of  a  change,  invested 
his  capital  in  120  acres  of  land  in  his  native  county 
of  Litchfield,  which  he  tilled  about  two  years.     In 
May,  1852,  he  sought  the  great  West,  and  entered 
from  the  Government  320  acres  of  land  in  Sunbury 
Township,  this  county.     He  returned  to  Connecti- 
cut in  October  following,  and  in  May,  1853,  moved 
his  family  to  Illinois  and  purchased  about  800  acres 
more  land,  mostly  in  Esmen  Township,  some,  how- 
ever, reaching  over  into   Amity   Township.     The 
same  year  he  built  a  house  on  his  first   farm  and 
graduall}'  effected  the  valuable  improvements  which 
made  it  so  well  known  throughout  the  count3^ 
Mr.  Camp  was  married  in  Connecticut,  in  June, 


1833,  to  Miss  Nancy  Thomas,  a  native  of  that 
State.  Of  this  union  there  is  but  one  child  living, 
a  daughter,  Harriet,  now  Mrs.  Bennet  Humiston,  of 
Pontiac,  with  whom  Mr.  Camp  makes  his  home. 
Mr.  Humiston  settled  in  Esmen  Township  in  1852, 
and  engaged  extensively  in  farming.  In  1876  he 
moved  to  Pontiac  and  took  a  fine  residence,  remain- 
ing there  until  his  death,  Nov.  14,  1883.  Edward 
T.  Camp,  the  only  son  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Thomaston,  Conn.,  Dec.  24,  1843,  and  was  nine 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  this  county. 
His  early  years  were  spent  on  the  farm  in  Esmen 
Township,  and  at  school.  He  was  a  student  one 
winter  in  Clark's  Seminar}',  at  Aurora,  and  after- 
ward for  three  years  attended  Lombard  University 
at  Galesburg,  111.  He  was  intensely  ambitious,  and 
as  the  result  of  too  close  application  to  his  studies, 
his  system  became  in  a  measure  enfeebled,  and 
readily  succumbed  to  an  attack  of  typhoid  fever 
during  the  summer  vacation.  He  died  Sept.  14, 
1864,  after  an  illness  of  ten  daj's.  He  was  a  young 
man  of  great  promise  and  fine  intellectual  attain- 
ments. The  blow  to  the  stricken  father  was  doubly 
hard  to  bear  on  account  of  the  recent  death  of  the 
wife  and  mother.  Mrs.  Nancy  (Thomas)  Camp 
departed  this  life  Jan.  21,  1864. 

Mr.  Camp  was  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Livingston  County.  He  con- 
tinued to  live  in  the  country  until  1880,  then  re- 
tired from  active  labor  and  took  up  his  residence 
in  Pontiac.  Seven  tenant  farmers  attend  to  his 
rural  interests.  In  Pontiac  he  is  a  stockholder  and 
Director  in  the  National  Bank,  and  owns  valuable 
shares  in  the  Pontiac  Coal  Company.  He  was  al- 
waj's  active,  stirring  and  industrious,  and  retains 
much  of  his  old-time  vigor  with  his  mental  capaci- 
ties. His  accumulations  stand  as  the  best  evidence 
of  his  prudence  and  econom}'.  He  never  sought  or 
wished  for  office,  but  has  invariably  voted  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket. 

Mr.  Camp  is  of  a  particularly  kind  and  generous 
disposition,  and  in  him  the  poor  and  needy  have 
always  found  a  reliable  friend.  We  take  the  lib- 
erty of  citing  an  instance  of  his  manner  of  doing 
the  right  thing  at  the  right  time.  One  of  his  ten- 
ants for  a  period  of  nine  years  had  cultivated  the 
soil  with  little  profit,   the   seasons  having  Iteen  al- 
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most  without  exception  unpropitious.  Not  long 
since  Mr.  Camp  requested  this  tenant  to  accompaii}' 
him  to  the  Recorder's  office  and  pay  SI  he  owed 
there.  The  tenant  did  so,  and  upon  the  payment 
of  the  dollar  was  handed  a  warrantee  deed  to  the 
farm,  the  only  stipulation  being  that  he  should  pay 
the  usual  rental  during  the  lifetime  of  Mr.  Camp. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  tenant  accepted  the 
deed  and  the  terms  with  alacrit_y. 

The  portrait  list  of  Livingston  County  would  liy 
no  means  be  complete  without  the  pictured  features 
of  this  honored  pioneer  and  the  companion  of  his 
\-outh,  who  has  preceded  him  to  the  better  land, 
and  we  accordingly  give  them  place  as  representa- 
tives of  a  by -gone  time,  whose  history  and  whose 
people  will  lie  cherished  in  future  years  bj'  their 
proud  descendants. 


«(^JNCENT  I.  AARON,  the  subject  of  this 
^//  sketch,  is  engaged  in  the  hardware  trade  in 
^  the  Tillage  of  Strawn,  where  he  has  con- 
ducted a  successful  business  for  several  years.  He 
is  a  gentleman  who  fitted  himself  for  business  af- 
fairs by  education  in  one  of  the  most  prominent 
business  colleges  of  the  countrj^,  and  his  practical 
life  has  been  a  success.  He  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  born  in  Jefferson  County  June  G, 
l.soO,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Mary  T. 
Aaron,  a  biographical  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found 
in  another  part  of  this  Album.  Our  subject  came 
to  Livingston  Count}-  with  his  parents  in  18G9,  and 
thej-  located  in  Fayette  Townshij)  on  section  4, 
where  they  now  reside.  Vincent  remained  with 
them  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  giving 
excellent  service  on  the  farm,  and  atteniling  school 
in  the  winter.  In  the  winter  of  18(il)-70  he  at- 
tended the  Bryant  &  Stratton  College  of  Chicago, 
in  which  he  studied  the  prineii)al  branches,  includ- 
ing book-keeping,  banking,  commercial  law  and 
penmanship.  After  leaving  the  school  he  returned 
to  jyivingston  County  and  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  for  about  two  years.  In  December,  1X73,  he 
abandoned  farm  life  and  opened  a  hardware  store 
in  the  village  of  Strawn.  He  is  the  only  hardware 
dealer  in  the  village,  and  enjoj's  an  extensive  trade. 
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On  the  5th  of  January,  1875,  Mr.  Aaron  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  T.  Winslow,  who  was  born 
in  Avoca,  III,  Oct.  17,1855.  .She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Kate  (Clark)  Winslow,  natives 
of  Ireland,  and  farmers  of  Livingston  County, 
where  they  have  for  many  years  been  successfully 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Aaron  have  been  born  four  children :  Mary 
Rosemma,  ten  years  of  age;  Margaret  Cointha, 
eight  3'ears  of  age ;  Stella  Catherine,  six  3-ears  of 
age,  and  Thomas  Vincent,  five  months  old  when 
this  sketch  was  written. 

Mr.  Aaron  is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs. 
He  has  been  School  Treasurer  of  Fayette  Township 
since  1877,  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
office.  He  has  been  President  of  the  Village 
Board  for  the  period  of  two  years,  and  for  eight 
years  has  been  Assistant  Postmaster,  the  Strawn 
post-office,  during  this  time,  being  located  in  his 
store.  Blr.  Aaron  and  his  family  belong  to  the 
Catholic  Church,  of  which  thej-  are  regular  attend- 
ants and  devoted  members.  Mr.  Aaron  takes  a 
livelj'  interest  in  all  public  affairs,  and  is  a  leading 
and  influential  citizen. 

OIIN  BYERS,  a  leading  farmer  and  stock- 
grower  of  Owego  Township,  owns  eighty 
acres  of  well-developed  land,  and  is  being 
prospered  in  his  farming  operations,  while 
at  the  same  time  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  the  community.  His  farm  is  supplied 
with  a  neat  residence,  a  good  barn,  and  the  other 
buildings  required  by  the  modern  agriculturist, 
while  the  whole  premises  wears  the  air  of  thrift  and 
prosperity,  lie  is  serving  as  School  Director  in 
his  township,  and  is  one  of  the  most  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  earlj"  home  of  our  subject  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland, 
where  he  was  born  in  Februarj%  1849.  His  parents, 
Robert  and  Mary  A.  (Hutchison)  Byers,  were  also 
of  Irish  birth  and  parentiige,  and  are  still  residents 
of  their  native  isle.  John  remained  under  the 
home  roof  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
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and  thea  decided  to  seek  his  fortune  across  the 
water.  He  had  received  an  ordinary  educ.ition, 
but  possessed  very  little  capital,  depending  mainly 
upon  his  resolute  character  and  willing  hands  to 
carve  out  his  fortune.  He  boarded  the  "  London- 
derry" at  Liverpool,  and  after  a  voyage  of  eleven 
daj's,  landed  in  New  York  City.  His  stay  in  the 
metropolis  was  very  brief,  and  proceeding  west- 
ward he  came  direct  to  this  county,  where  he  took 
up  his  abode  and  has  since  remained.  He  was  first 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  saved  something  each  year  from  his  somewhat 
limited  earnings.  When  possessed  of  what  he  con- 
sidered sufficient  means,  he  took  unto  himself  a 
wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Miss  Susan 
Wilson,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of 
theliride  in  Harrisburg.  Pa.,  Feb.  9,  1876. 

Mrs.  Byers  is  the  daughter  of  David  and  Elmer 
(Ervin)  Wilson,  natives  of  Ireland,  and  was  her- 
self also  born  there  in  County  Donegal  in  1849, 
but  emigrated  with  her  brother  to  this  country  in 
1870.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there  have 
been  born  six  children,  namely,  Eobert,  David, 
Mary  A.,  William  J.,  Ellen  and  Isabella.  They 
form  an  interesting  little  family,  the  elder  ones 
jnst  commencing  their  studies  in  the  district 
schools.  Mr.  Byers  possesses  all  the  elements  of  a 
good  citizen,  and  nothing  pleases  him  better  than 
to  note  the  progress  and  prosperit}'  of  his  adopted 
countrj'. 


^EN.JAMIN  F.  BARNES.  In  Livingston 
County  are  many  extensive  land-owners, 
and  often  these  gentlemen  have  amassed 
their  property  by  their  own  energy  and 
business  tact.  Prominent  among  this  number  is 
Benjamin  F.  Barnes,  who  is  the  owner  of  450  acres 
on  sections  33  and  3i,  Indian  Grove  Township. 
This  farm  is  finelj'  improved  and  cultivated,  pro- 
vided with  a  handsome  and  commodious  residence, 
from  which  may  be  obtained  a  tine  view  of  the 
surrounding  country.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  farmers  of  Livingston 
County,  who  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities, 
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and  taken  advantage  of  modern  progress.  His 
barns  and  out-buildings  are  of  first-class  description 
and  finely  arranged  for  the  shelter  of  stock  and  the 
storing  of  grain.  He  has  a  fine  lot  of  high-grade 
cattle,  hogs,  and  blooded  horses,  and  everything 
about  the  premises  indicates  the  supervision  and 
enterprise  of  an  intelligent  man.  In  addition  to  his 
farm  and  stock  operations,  Mr.  Barnes,  associated 
with  Mr.  George  King,  is  largely  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  drain  tile.  The  factory  buildings 
are  fitted  up  with  the  most  approved  machinery, 
and  they  give  employment  to  quite  a  luimber  of 
men. 

Benjamin  F.  Barnes  was  born  on  the  31st  of 
October,  1834,  in  Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  and  Telitha  (Wilkerson)  Barnes, 
natives  of  Indiana  and  Virginia  respectively.  The 
father  died  about  1852  and  the  mother  about  1862 ; 
they  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Sarah  A.,  Elizabeth,  Benjamin  F.,  Willis,  Mary, 
Jane,  Rebecca,  Henry,  Lemuel  and  John,  On  the 
12th  of  March,  1862,  Mr.  Barnes  was  married  to 
Miss  Apphia  Spenee,  who  was  born  Jan.  19, 
1843,  in  Livingston  County.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Carrie  and  Abigail  (Cunningham)  Spenee,  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  Indiana  respectively.  They 
were  early  settlers  of  Livingston  County,  where 
they  located  in  1830.  They  are  both  deceased. 
There  were  born  to  them  six  children,  as  follows: 
Apphia  married  Benjamin  F.  Barnes;  Malachi  mar- 
ried Emeline  Phillips:  Robert  married  Hannah 
Moore ;  Josiah  married  Miss  Mary  Combs ;  Isabelle 
married  James  Roan,  and  Absalom  is  deceased. 

In  the  year  1835  Mr.  Barnes  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Illinois  and  located  near  Metamora, 
Woodford  County,  where  the  father  entered  land 
and  went  to  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  1860  our 
subject  located  in  Indian  Grove  Township  where  he 
has  since  remained,  and  owns  450  acres  of  most 
excellent  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
and  well  stocked  with  graded  h<n'ses  and  fine  cattle 
and  hogs.  For  The  past  fifteen  years  he  has  made 
a  specialty  of  high-grade  horses  and  hogs,  and  in 
this  business  has  been  signally  successful. 

The  interesting  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes 
consists  of  Isabella,  married  to  William  Mundle; 
Frank,  married  to  Miss  Anna  Cooper,  and  lives  in 
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Indian  Grove  Township;  Martin,  Mary  E.,  Rachel, 
William  B.,  Elgin  E.  and  Cora  G.  In  his  political 
affiliation?  Mr.  Barnes  has  a  decided  preference'for 
the  Dt'inocratie  party. 

J"'  ^  B.  CUMMIN.S,  a  model  farmer  of  section  5, 
Esmen  Township,  was  born  in  Rook's  Creek, 
'    Livingston  County,  on  the  11th  of  Noveni- 
/'    lier,  1844,  and  was  the  eldest  child  horn  to 

Hugh  and  Hannah  (Chew)  Cummins.  Our  subject 
was  br«,>ught  up  to  farm  life,  and  for  a  time 
served  in  the  Streator  Glass  AVorks.  During  his 
bo\-hood  days  he  attended  the  common  schools,  in 
which  he  obtained  a  fain  education.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  on  the  11th  of  November,  1862,  at 
Ottawa,  he  enlisted  and  was  mustered  into  the  6th 
Independent  Light  Artillery,  under  Capt.  E.  C. 
Henshaw,  and  was  soon  after  sent  to  Louisville  for 
duty.  He  remained  there  a  short  time  and  then 
went  to  Glasgow,  where  the  batter3'  was  attached 
to  a  brigade  and  sent  after  the  raider  Morgan,  un- 
der Gen.  Judy.  The}'  remained  in  Kentucky  until 
Morgan  was  finally  captured,  after  which  they  went 
to  Lebanon,  Kj'.,  and  Loudon,  Tenn.,  at  the  latter 
place  participating  in  an  engagement.  During  the 
rainy  season  they  were  under  Buniside,  who  was 
opposing  Longstreet  for  the  purpose  of  drawing- 
troops  awaj'  from  and  weakening  Bragg.  They 
fell  back  from  Huff's  Ferry  to  Leonora  Station, 
where  they  had  an  engagement.  After  this  tiiey 
were  almost  constantly  engaged  in  skirmishing 
until  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  in  which  they  took 
part.  They  were  then  ordered  to  Loudon,  Tenn., 
where  they  i-emained  until  they  were  called  to 
Camp  Butler,  and  discharged  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1865,  receiving  their  pay  on  the  21st  and  ;iiriviiig 
at  iiorae  on  the  22d. 

Mr.  Cummins  remained  on  the  farm  for  three 
and  one-half  years,  and  then  went  into  Southern 
Illinois  and  engaged  in  the  stock  business  for  two 
years  witii  E.  G.  Rice,  after  whicli  he  returned,  and 
ha."?  remained  on  tiie  home  farm  ever  since.  On 
the  4th  of  September,  1871,  he  was  married  to 
Ellen  E.  Garretson,  daughtci'  of  William  and  Mary 
E.  fGolay)  Garretson.     She  was  born  near  Bridge- 


port, W.  Va.,  on  the  27th  of  April,  1848,  and  was 
the  second  in  a  family  of  eight  children.  Her 
father  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Piedmont,  in 
June,  1864,  being  the  fourth  man  to  die  in  an  at- 
tempt to  place  the  Union  flag  upon  the  rebel  fort. 
His  widow  came  to  Illinois  in  1864,  and  here  lier 
daughter  was  married  to  Mr.  Cummins.  Immedi- 
ately after  their  marriage  they  came  to  this  farm, 
where  they  have  resided  ever  since,  except  about 
'eighteen  montlis  while  jNlr.  Cummins  was  working 
in  Streator. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummins  have  been  born  eight 
children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Hannah  E., 
Hugh  L.,  Susan  R.,  Sarah  A.,  Mary  E.,  Fannie  B., 
Tessie  Y.  and  Emily  M.,  all  of  whom  reside  at 
home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Cummins  does  not 
take  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  and  he 
casts  his  vote  independently.  He  has  served  as 
School  Director  and  Road  Commissioner,  in  both 
of  which  positions  he  has  served  the  people  well, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  that  are 
calculated  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the 
township.  He  is  a  comrade  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post 
No.  IIS,  at  Streator. 

^^EORGE  C.  NETTLETON  is  a  successful 
III  f—,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Odell  Township, 
^^4)  and  is  comfortably  located  on  section  16, 
where  he  pursues  his  vocation  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults. He  was  born  in  Litchfield  Countj',  Conn., 
Dec.  20,  1833,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of 
eight  children  horn  to  Elijah  and  Rlioda  A  (Ful- 
ler) Nettleton,  botli  of  whom  were  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. The  maternal  grandparents  were  Isaac 
and  Mary  (llolley)  Fuller,  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  he  was  an  Elder  of  a  Baptist  congre- 
gation and  a  local  preacher  for  many  years.  Of 
the  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  only  two 
are  living:  Mrs.  Caroline  M.  Blinn,  residing  in  New 
Milford,  Conn.,  whose  oldest  son  was  Col.  Blinn, of 
the  late  vv;ir;  and  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Lawton,  wife  of 
r.cnj.'uiiin  Lawt<in,  ;i,  merchant  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.  Isaac  F.  was  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  late 
war,  and  died  in  a  hospital  at  New  Orleans:  Alfred 
ll.,a  tciicher  by  profession,  died  in  Goshen,  Conn.; 
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Sarah  A.,  the  second  child,  married  E.  N.  Jencks, 
:i  Baptist  minister  and  missionarj'  to  China;  Lydia 
M.  died  in  Goshen.  Conn.,  at  the  time  of  Alfred's 
death,  and  Ellen  Louisa  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
.year.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  and  carried  on  a  small  farm  besides. 

Mr.  Netlleton  worked  upon  a  farm  when  a  boy 
and  attended  the  common  schools  with  considera- 
ble regularity.  His  education  was  completed  at 
Farm  Ridge  Seminary,  LaSalle  County,  where  his 
sister  settled  with  her  husband,  ivho  was  a  Princi- 
pal of  the  school  at  that  time.  He  left  his  home 
for  Illinois  on  the  I3tli  of  September,  1852,  being- 
then  nineteen  years  of  age.  The  j'ear  following 
his  term  at  the  seminary  he  began  teaching  at  Deer 
Park,  and  continued  teaching  in  the  winter  and  do- 
ing work  upon  the  fano  in  the  summer  for  seven 
years,  and  then,  Nov.  3,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  53d  Illinois  Infantry,  for  three  3'ears,  un- 
der Capt.  J.  B.  Wright,  and  was  mustered  in  at 
Ottawa,  bj-  C.  B.  Watson.  The  company  was  first 
sent  to  Chicago,  and  guarded  prisoners  until  the 
following  spring  and  then  went  to  Savanna,  Tenn., 
where  it  remained  until  the  7th  of  April,  and  was 
then  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  .Landing.  It  then 
went  by  way  of  Corinth  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  cau- 
tiously fortifying  on  the  way  until  the  evacuation 
of  Corintli.  During  this  time  it  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Halleck.  The  company  then  went  to 
Bolivar,  Tenn.,  where  it  remained  until  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Corinth,  and  after  that  participated 
in  the  engagement  of  Hatchie  River.  After  this 
engagement  our  subject  was  placed  in  charge  of  a 
wagon  of  the  wounded  on  its  way  from  Hatchie  to 
Bolivar,  and  he  drew  rations  for  the  post  hospital. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  the  sick  were  sent  to  La- 
Grange  hospital,  and  Mr.  Nettleton  was  assigned 
to  the  o9th  Regiment,  Colored  Volunteers,  of  which 
he  was  made  Hospital  Stewai-d,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Tupelo  while  connected  with  the  colored 
regiment.  He  was  stationed  at  Memphis  until  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  and  was  dis- 
charged on  the  29th  of  March,  1864,  and  re-en- 
listed at  once.  His  final  discharge  was  on  Aug. 
4,  1865,  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

While   in  the   army   Mr.    Nettleton  pmcLired   a 


furlough  and  came  North,  and  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember, 1864,  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Putnam, 
daughter  of  Carlos  and  Lavinia  Putnam.  Imme- 
-diately  upon  his  discharge  from  the  army  he  came 
home  and  began  farming  where  he  now  resides. 
He  purchased  after  coming  from  the  army,  in  the 
spring  of  1861,  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  on  sec- 
tion 16,  upon  which  he  built  a  house.  His  wife 
died  July  15,  1877,  having  borne  him  no  children. 
She  died  in  the  full  Christian  faith  and  had  always 
been  an  earnest  Christian  woman.  Mr.  Nettleton 
remained  on  his  farm  until  April,  1884,  and  on 
the  24th  of  that  month  was  married  to  Mary  J. 
Jenelis,  who  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1850,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  six  children  born  to  Obed  and  Hannah 
(Muzzey)  Jencks,  who  were  natives  of  New  York. 
Her  f3,ther  died  in  Pennsj'lvania  and  her  mother 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Will  Countj'.  She 
lived  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nettleton  until  her  death 
in  June,  1886.  She  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman, 
and  her  life  was  very  largely  devoted  to  the  per- 
formance of  good  acts.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nettleton 
are  both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which 
the}'  have  been  active  for  many  years.  In  politi- 
cal matters  he  has  always  acted  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  As  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  he  dis- 
plays much  enterprise  and  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  most  progressive  of  Odell  Township. 


^^"^EORGE    SEATON,    one    of    the    principal 

Ifl farmers  of   Faj'ette  Township,  where   he  is 

'^;^(  pleasantly  located  on  section  6,  was  born  on 
the  ISth  of  February.  1817,  in  Henderson  Town- 
ship. Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  is  the  son  of  Willard 
and  Polly  (Adams)  Seaton,  who  were  natives  of 
Connecticut.  Our  subject's  great-great-grandfather 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  and  first  located  in  Connecticut.  He  had  ten 
sons,  some  of  whom  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  the  regiment  of  which  thej'  were  mem- 
bers went  on  an  expedition  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  to  form  a  junction  with  a  fleet  which  was  to 
supply  the  army  with  provisions.  The  fleet  failed 
to  make   its   connections,   and    on   returning   they 
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were  surprised  by  Indians,  who  captured  two  of 
the  sous  and  burned  them  at  the  stake.  The  re- 
mainder of  till'  partA"  managed  to  escape.  Our  sub- 
jert's  grandfather  was  a  sailor  for  seven  years,  after 
which  he  went  into  the  army.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  he  went  to  farming  in  New  York  State, 
in  which  occupation  he  continued  for  several  years. 
From  there  he  removed  to  Canada,  where  he  lived 
with  our  subject's  father  until  his  death.  Mr.  Sea- 
ton's  father  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
At  that  age  he  was  married,  and  then  engaged  in 
farming  and  school-teaching,  at  which  he  continued 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Ohio  in  1848. 
His  family  consisted  of  ten  boys  and  four  girls, 
thirteen  of  whom  lived  and  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
in  Stark  Count}-,  Ohio,  until  he  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  during  which  time  he  gave  a  helping 
hand  on  the  farm  during  the  cropping  season,  and 
attended  school  in  the  winter.  Being  of  a  studious 
disposition  he  applied  himself  assiduously  to  his 
books,  and  thus  obtained  more  than  an  average  ed- 
ucation. After  leaving  home  he  worked  out  by 
the  month  for  one  and  one-half  years,  and  then 
managed  a  rented  farm  for  one  year. 

March  11,  1844,  Mr.  Seaton  was  married  to 
Miss  Florinda  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  14,  182i!.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  (Wood)  Wilson,  who  were 
natives  of  Vermont  and  Pennsylvania  respectively'. 
The}'  came  to  Kendall  County,  111.,  in  1843,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  Her  father  died  in  1848,  and 
the  mother  in  1866.  There  were  five  children  in 
their  family:  Florinda,  Achsah,  Andrew  J.,  Charles 
W.  and  Elizabeth  Jane.  The  latter  married  George 
D.  Weeks;  they  have  five  children,  whose  names  are 
Wilson  R.,  Mary  F.,  Charles  M..  Corella  B.  and 
Rebecca  S.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weeks  are  located  in 
Crawford  County,  Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the 
business  of  a  drayman. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seaton  liave  four  chililren,  whose 
names  arc  Mary,  Charles  W.,  Ida  J.  and  Ibittie  E. 
Mary  married  W.  T.  Kerr,  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  resides  at  Milan,  Rock  Island  Co.,  III.;  Ida 
'married  Albert  Cording,  a  liardwai'o  merchant  at 
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Saunemin,  111.;  Charles  W.  and  Hattie  are  unmar- 
ried and  live  at  home.  Mr.  Seaton  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  has  been  selected  by  his  fellow-citi- 
zens to  hold  several  official  positions.  He  has  been 
School  Director  of  District  No.  1  for  three  terms, 
and  was  elected  Assessor  of  Fayette  Township  for 
one  year  in  1877.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  they 
take  an  active  interest  and  occupy  a  leading  posi- 
tion. 

ENRY  BLOOM,  late  of  Avoca  Township, 
and  one  of  its  most  highly  respected  citi- 
zens, was  born  in  the  city  of  Emden,  Ger- 
many, Nov.  20,1817.  His  parents,  Fol- 
kert  and  Lumka  Bloom,  were  also  of  German  birth 
and  parentage,  and  spent  their  lives  on  their  native 
soil. 

Mr.  Bloom  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
Province,  and  was  placed  in  school  at  an  early  age, 
where  he  continued  until  fourteen  years  old.  Some 
years  after  reaching  manhood  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  a  maiden  of  his  own  Province,  Miss 
Ida  Gruter,  their  wedding  taking  place  in  the 
spring  of  1852.  Mrs.  Bloom  was  born  Oct.  2G, 
1817,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  two  now  living,  namely, 
Fannie  and  Folkert,  and  two  deceased — Lumka, 
who  died  in   infancy,  and  one  who  died  unnamed. 

Our  subject  continued  in  his  native  Province  un- 
til 1854,  when,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one 
child,  he  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Bremen, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  over  nine  weeks  landed  in 
the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Thence  they  came  di- 
rectly to  this  Stnte,  locating  at  first  near  Peoria, 
where  they  resided  three  and  one-half  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Tazewell  County.  Mr.  Bloom 
engaged  in  lab<_)r  there  two  and  one-half  years,  but 
not  being  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  he  came  to 
Avoca  Township,  this  county,  where  he  subse- 
(juentlj'  became  possessor  of  300  acres  of  land  from 
which  he  built  up  a  fine  homestead,  and  where  his 
death  (occurred  July  4,  1884. 

Mr.  Bloom  was  one  of  the  finest  representatives 
of  the  German  element  in  this  State  that  has  con- 
tributed so  largely  to  the  development  of  its  re- 
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sources.  He  was  industrious  and  enterprising,  and 
possessed  that  resolute  and  determined  spirit  which 
admitted  no  such  word  as  fail.  He  had  practicality 
nothing-  when  he  came  to  Illinois,  while  at  his  death 
he  loft  to  his  family  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms 
in  Central  Illinois.  He  was  greatl}-  respected  by 
his  entire  community,  and  in  his  family  was  kind 
and  indulgent,  while  outside  he  was  always  willing 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need,  or  to  what- 
ever project  would  result  in  the  general  good.  He 
was  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  which  in  bis  death  lost  one  of  its  most 
cheerful  and  liberal  supporters.  His  widow  and 
daughter  still  occupy  the  homestead,  while  his  son 
Folkert  is  part  proprietor  of  a  lucrative  mercantile 
business  at  Elvansville,  Ind.  Mr.  Bloom  after  be- 
coming a  naturalized  American  citizen,  informed 
himself  thoroughl}'  upon  the  politics  of  this  coun- 
try, and  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic 
party  as  representing  his  sentiments  and  beliefs. 
He  never  sought  office,  but  was  content  in  a  quiet 
waj'  to  encourage  those  enterprises  set  on  foot  for 
the  building  up  of  educational  and  religious  insti- 
tutions, and  which  would  must  surel3'  effect  the 
happiness  of  the  people. 


■<-^:^«-K5>s^ 
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WjILLIABI  CAINE  is  a  native  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  which  is  an  island  in  the  Irish  Sea 
west  of  England,  east  of  Ireland,  south  of 
Scotland  and  north  of  Wales,  the  extreme  length  of 
which  is  about  thirty  miles,  with  an  irregular 
breadth  varying  from  six  to  twelve  miles.  The 
principal  streams  of  the  island  are  the  Neb,  at  Peel; 
the  Colby,  near  Ramsey,  and  the  Black  and  Gray 
Waters,  near  Douglas.  It  was  latterly  held  as  a 
feudal  sovereignty  by  the  Earls  of  Derbj',  and  more 
recently  by  the  Dukes  of  Athol,  from  whom  it  was 
purchased  by  the  British  Crown  in  1806.  Its  legis- 
lative and  judicial  authorities  are  principally  vested 
in  the  House  of  Keys,  a  self-perpetuating  body. 
The  Governor  is  named  b}'  the  Crown.  The  Manx 
language,  derived  from  the  ancient  Celts,  is  still 
in  common  use,  although  part  of  the  inhabitaiits 
speak  English.  The  principal  towns  are  Castletown, 
Peel,  Douglas  and  Ramsey.    It  was  vipon  this  island 
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that  Mr.  Caine  was  born  and  reared  to  manhood, 
and  his  life  there  furnishes  some  interesting  details, 
which  are  set  forth  in  the  following  sketch : 
"  Mr.  Caine,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  section  4,  Esmen  Township,  was 
born  on  the  Isle  of  Man  about  Jan.  1,  1833,  and 
the  seventh  child  in  a  family  of  eight  born  to  John 
and  Isabella  ( Boyde)  Caine,  who  were  natives  of 
the  Isle  of  Man.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Thomas 
Caine,  was  a  farmer.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  farmer  and  butcher,  and  died  on  the  island  of 
his  birth.  His  widow  survives  him  there,  and  is 
nearly  ninety-seven  years  of  age.  He  followed 
butchering  in  the  country,  and  took  the  meat  to  a 
town  thirteen  miles  distant  in  jjaskets  suspended  by 
straps  across  a  horse's  back. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  at  fif- 
teen he  went  to  serve  his  time  at  milling  with  a 
brother;  at  eighteen  he  had  completed  his  trade,  and 
remained  at  home  until  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  began  the  life  of  a  herring  fisher- 
man. At  first  Lie  was  cook,  and  for  three  years 
received  fifty  cents  per  week  as  compensation  for 
his  work.  After  working  at  these  wages  for  three 
years  he  bought  a  seine  at  an  expense  of  14.75,  for 
which  his  father  went  security,  and  with  his  uncle, 
Thomas  Caine,  embarked  in  the  fishing  business  on 
board  the  smack  Beagle.  He  continued  in  this  for 
five  years,  and  then  with  £5  went  into  partnershp 
with  his  cousin  in  building  the  "Persia."  He  sailed 
on  her  as  quarter  owner  under  Capt.  Gerret,  for  a 
considerable  time.  His  accuinul.ations  enabled  him 
to  buy  a  quarter  interest  in  another  vessel  called 
the  "Express,"  of  which  he  was  made  Captain.  He 
retained  this  position  for  eight  j^ears,  most  of  the 
time  working  eight  seines  successfully.  He  was 
once  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Ireland,  and  once 
thrown  overboard.  At  the  time  of  the  wreck  he 
swam  ashore  with  a  line,  and  by  that  means  saved 
the  whole  crew. 

When  he  quit  the  ocean  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1866,  Mr.  Caine  was  marrieil  to  Maiy  Ann  Coole, 
the  ninth  in  a  familj'  of  eleven  children  born  to 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Cowin)  Coole,  natives  of 
Kirkbraden,  where  their  daughter  Mary  was  born 
Ma}'  1,  1838.  Her  paternal  grandparents  were 
William  and  Elizabeth    Coole,    and    the    maternal 
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iTi-audfather  was  Thomas  Cowin,  and  thej-  all  re- 
mained there  until  their  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caine 
Siiiled  from  Liverpool  on  the  "City  of  Baltimore"  in 
the  spring  of  18G7.  and  after  a  stormy  voyage  of 
two  weeks,  during  which  time  Mr.  Caine  was  se- 
verely- injured  while  helping  to  save  the  vessel, 
the3-  landed  at  New  York.  They  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  Ohio,  where  the^'  remained  a  few  weeks 
in  C'avuga  County,  sojourning  with  a  cousin  named 
James  Boyd.  Mrs.  Caine  remained  there  for  a  while, 
and  Mr.  Caine  went  to  Ottawa,  111.,  where  she 
joined  him  later.  He  worked  in  Ottawa  until  the 
nest^spring,  and  then  came  to  Livingston  County  in 
18158,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  "of  partly  im- 
proved land  in  Esmen  Township.  After  a  fruitless 
attempt  for  two  years  to  pay  for  this  land  he  had 
to  give  it  up,  and  disposed  of  it  to  a  man  named 
Beckwith,  realizing  but  8.J00  for  the  improvements 
made.  After  this  he  purchased  eighty  acres  where 
he  now  resides,  and  settled  upon  it,  and  within  five 
ye^ars  met  with  such  success  th.at  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  for  it.  Since  that  time  he  repurchased  the 
fii-st  80-acre  tract  and  now  has  an  excellent  farm  of 
160  acres,  five  acres  of  which  are  well  covered  with 
timber.  He  has  a  good  house  and  commodious  farm 
buildings,  all  of  his  own  construction.  His  farm  is 
stocked  with  100  head  of  Leicestershire  sheep,  and 
many  fine  horses,  c.-Utle  and  hogs.  He  takes  great 
pride  in  the  quality  of  slock  he  produces,  for  all  of 
which  he  finds  a  ready  market.  Mr.  Caine  has 
never  held  office  in  this  country  excepting  those  of 
Pathmaster  and  School  Director,  and  only  two 
years  ago  took  out  his  full  naturalization  papers. 
Mr.  Caine  has  been  so  careful  in  his  business  and  so 
correct  in  his  contracts  that  he  has  never  been  sued, 
although  transacting  an  extensive  business  for 
many  years.  He  has  never  had  a  case  of  his  own 
in  a  court  of  record,  and  so  conscientiously  has  he 
obeyed  the  laws  that  he  has  never  been  called  upon 
by  an  officer  of  the  law.  He  is  a  strict  temperance 
man,  both  in  practice  and  precept,  and  has  never 
been  addicted  to  the  use  of  tobacco  or  intoxicat- 
in<r  liquors.  He  and  Mrs.  Caine  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Ki)iscopal  Church,  and  he  wasiustru- 
mental  in  building  the  first  chiu'ch  constructed  in 
the  neighborhood.  In  their  early  bcgiiniing  they 
encountered  much  adversity,  but  in  their  later  life 
4* 


they  have  been  successful.  Honesty  and  integrity 
have  characterized  Mr.  Caine's  everyday  life,  and 
he  is  emphatically  a  self-made  man,  who  has  by  his 
own  unaided  efforts  succeeded  admirably  in  busi- 
ness, the  i)athway  of  which  was  at  first  strewn  with 
adversity.  In  political  matters  he  acts  with  the 
Repulilican  party  because  the  principles  of  that 
party  more  nearly  coincide  with  his  views  than  any 
other  of  the  existing  parties. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caine  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living :  William  N.,  John  S., 
Robert  T.,  James  E.,  Walter  D. :  Alfred  C.  died  in 
infancy;  Lyda  E.,  Mary  A.:  William  Nelson  is  a 
telegraph  operator  at  J.  B.  Farwell's,  and  the  other 
children  are  at  home.  None  of  the  boys  nse  liquor 
or  tobacco,  and  in  this  respect  follow  closely  the 
example  of  their  father.  Taken  all  in  all  it  is  one 
of  the  best  conditioned  families  in  Livingston 
County,  a  family  in  which  all  the  members  live  to- 
gether in  the  most  perfect  harmony,  each  seeming 
to  thoroughly  understand  the  other. 

jENJAMlN  TURNER,  a  praiseworthy  and 
^,  useful  citizen  of  this  county,  is  engaged  in 
I  general  farming  and  stock-raising  on  a  farm 
of  IGO  acres  of  choice  land,  on  section  25  in 
Fayette  Township.  He  has  been  accustomed  to 
country  life  since  his  boyhood,  and  is  entirely  fa- 
miliar with  farm  pursuits.  He  is  the  possessor  of 
a  comfortable  income,  and  has  no  one  with  whom 
to  share  it,  for  he  is  still  unmarried. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  Nov.  19,  1822,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert 
and  Nancy  (Felkenner)  Turner,  natives  respect- 
ively of  England  and  Pennsylvania,  who  went  to 
Ohio  when  Benjamin  was  a  child,  whence  they  re- 
moved several  3'ears  later  to  Virginia.  In  1842  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  LaSalle  Count3', 
whence  he  removed  to  his  present  home  in  the 
spring  of  1867.  Robert  Turner  was  a  member  of 
the  old  Whig  party  until  its  abandonment,  and  he 
then  cordially  endorsed  the  Republican  principles. 
He  was  a  woolen  manufacturer  in  this  country',  and 
passed  his  last  years  in  Fayette  Township,  depart- 
ing this  life  about  1885,  when  ninety-one  j'ears  of 
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age;  Mrs.  Turner  died  in  1881,  aged  eighty-three 
years. 

The  parental  household  included  six  children — 
Benjamin,  Sarah,  Mary,  Robert,  Anna  and  James. 
Mary  became  the  wife  of  William  Lloyd,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  was  also  engaged  as  a  woolen  manu- 
facturer, but  finally  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  lo- 
cated in  Elk  City,  Kan.,  where  he  now  lives  with 
their  family  of  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters — Edgar,  Minnie,  MoUie,  William,  Annie 
and  Cornelius.  Mrs.  L.  died  in  1884,  and  Mr.  L. 
was  sub.sequently  married  to  her  sister  Anna.  The 
others  are  living  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  began  life  for  himself  when  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  in  the  woolen  factory  at 
Steuben ville,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  until 
the  spring  of  1867,  at  which  time  he  determined  to 
seek  his  fortune  farther  west.  Although  perhaps 
not  the  hero  of  any  very  thrilling  event,  he  has  ac- 
quitted himself  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citi- 
zen, attending  strictly  to  his  own  concerns,  and  by 
his  straightforward  business  methods  he  has  en- 
joj'ed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people 
wherever  he  has  lived.  He  is  bringing  about  va- 
rious improvements  upon  his  farm,  which  bears 
fair  comparison  with  those  of  his  neighbors. 

We  present  on  an  adjoining  page  a  view  of  Mr. 
Turner's  residence,  as  representative  of  the  build- 
ings of  this  section  of  country. 


L.  CONINE,  one  of  the  wealthy  and  sub- 
stantial   farmers    of     Livingston    County, 
finely  illustrates  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  industry,  good  management,  and  close 
attention  to  business.     He  began  his  career  in  life 
without  capital   or  other  resources  than   his  own 
hands  and  a  determined  will  to  succeed.     In  trac- 
ing his  career  in  this  sketch  it  will  be  seen  how 
completely  his  anticipations  have    been   realized. 
He  now  owns  a  magnificent  farm  on  section   31, 
Indian  Grove  Township,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
eligibly  situated   in  the  county,  and  under  the  in- 
telligent manipulation  of   Mr.  'Conine  has   become 
remarkabl}'  productive.     The  improvements  in  the 
way  of  buildings  and  fences  are  first-class.     It  is  a 
'     model  farm  in  every  respect,  and  its  owner   looks 
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upon  it  with  pardonable  pride.  Among  the  illus- 
trations in  this  Ai.iiim  we  present  a  view  of  Mr. 
Conine's  residence. 

The  subject  of  our  notice  was  born  on  the  30th 
of  November,  183.5,  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  S.  and  Nancy  (Monnet)  Co- 
nine, who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Virginia 
respectively.  The  father  was  a  resident  of  Ohio, 
and  a  house  carpenter  by  trade,  vvhich  business  he 
followed  all  his  life  with  such  energy  and  persever- 
ance that  he  became  quite  wealthy.  He  was  not  a 
man  of  any  pronounced  religious  views,  nor  did  he 
ever  attach  himself  to  any  church  organization,  but 
was  a  very  sincere  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nit3',  and  had  great  faith  in  the  teachings  of  that 
order,  believing  that  if  its  mandates  were  strictly 
lived  up  to  a  man  would  be  about  as  good  a  (Chris- 
tian as  possible.  During  the  existence  of  the  Whig- 
party  he  was  a  member  of  that  organization,  and 
when  it  vvas  merged  into  the  Republican  party  he 
transferred  his  political  allegiance  to  the  latter,  to 
which  he  adhered  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Ohio,  in  187.").  His  wife, 
who  died  some  j'ears  previously,  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Of  their  nine  children, 
three  died  in  infancy,  and  the  following-named  are 
still  alive:  Nancy,  Norman,  Salvenas  L.,  Gifford, 
Wellington  and  Marinda. 

Mr.  Conine  remained  under  the  protecting  care 
of  the  paternal  roof  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  during  which  time  he  assisted  in  the  work 
which  fell  to  the  family,  and  devoted  a  part  of  the 
time  to  attending  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood. 
He  then  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  remained  but  a 
few  days,  when  he  went  to  Blooraington,  and  then 
to  Mackinaw  in  the  same  county,  wdiere  he  en- 
gaged in  work  for  William  Hainline  during  the  fol- 
lowing three  and  one-half  years.  From  Mackinaw 
he  came  to  Livingston  County,  and  for  the  next 
three  years  engaged  in  breaking  prairie,  employing 
two  teams  of  four  yoke  of  cattle  each.  In  1865, 
having  accumulated  sufficient  money,  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  from  time  to  time  has 
added  to  the  original  purchase  until  he  now  has 
209  acres  in  Livingston  County,  and  eighty  acres 
in  Newton  County,  Mo. 

On   the  1st    of    March,   1860,  our    subject  was 
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married  to  Miss  Martha  Moore,  wlio  was  born  in 
Illinois  in  184o,  and  is  tlie  dangbter  of  Riehard 
and  Panlina  ^Phillips)  Moore.  The  father  came 
from  Tennessee  to  Illinois  about  18211,  making  the 
journey  in  an  ox-cart,  and  their  first  j-ear  of  res- 
idence in  Illinois  was  in  a  rudel}'  constructed 
rail  pen.  Hut  prosperity"  smiled  upon  them,  and 
thej-  now  own  •20C  acres  of  land  on  section  28,  In- 
dian Grove  Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conine  have 
been  blessed  with  a  faniilv  of  six  children,  whose 
names  are.  John  R.,  Charlie  A.,  Iva  N.,  Nina,  Vena 
A.  and  Glenis  V.,  the  youngest  j'et  an  infant.  To 
demonstrate  the  measure  of  Mr.  Conine's  success  it 
is  onh'  necessary  to  refer  tv  the  tax  duplicates  of 
Livingston  Count}',  which  show  that  during  the 
first  two  j-ears  of  his  farm  life  he  paid  int(j  the 
treasury  for  taxes  assessed  against  him  the  sum  of 
fifteen  cents  each  year.  Bj'  turning  over  the  leaves 
of  the  book  until  coming  to  the  record  of  last 
year  it  will  be  found  that  the  amount  assessed 
against  him,  and  for  the  payment  of  which  he  holds 
a  receipt,  was  *!l  12.50.  It  does  not  require  mucli 
of  a  mathematician,  taking  these  figures  for  a  basis 
of  calculation,  to  determine  the  per  cent  of  Mr. 
Conine's  increase  in  property  during  his  residence 
as  a  free-holder  in  Illinois.  He  takes  great  interest 
in  live-stock  matters,  and  at  the  time  of  the  writing 
of  this  sketch  he  has  upon  his  farm  twenty-eight 
horses  and  mules,  seventy-four  cattle  and  forty 
hogs,  and  thej'  are  all  of  fine  strains  of  blood. 

Mr.  Conine  has  alwaj'S  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic partj',  although  he  does  not  neglect  his  busi- 
ness to  devote  much  time  to  jjolitics.  He  has 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  and  School  Director, 
in  the  latter  office  for  thirteen  years.  He  takes  a 
special  interest  in  schc.ol  matters,  and  has  been  in- 
strumenlal  in  largely  improving  the  schools  under 
his  jurisdiction. 


'i'  OllN  iJODLKY,  Av.M-M  TowuMiiii.  In  .vciy 
II    new    settlement  thai    \y.i~  .-itlMinrd    lo   picmii- 

\\i  nencc  and  success  in  ihc  ImililiiiL;  up  of  its 
fi^/,'  iiirlustri:il  :nid  ('ilni-;ili..n;il  in,~l  it  iitioii>  ami 
also  it's  agricnltin-al  Inti-rc.-l-.  tluir  1i.m\c  .■ihvays  been 
a  few  leading  spirits  to  plant  the  ~l;inihnil  '<(  proii- 
re-s  and  si-rve  as  a  wat(,-lier,  as  it  wimc,  on  the    walls. 
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so  that  things  should  keep  on  moving  and  not  be 
allowed  to  stagnate  or  turn  back.  The  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  biograiiliy  has  largely  repre- 
sented one  of  the  moving  spirits  of  his  community, 
of  which  he  became  a  member  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
more  than  thirty  years  ago.  In  him  were  at  once 
recognized  the  intelligence  and  resolution  so  essential 
in  the  settling  u]>  of  a  new  country,  and  his  whole 
course  through  life  has  been  that  of  a  helijer  and  a 
leader.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  educational 
and  religious  interests  of  the  southern  part  of  Liv- 
ingston County  ever  since  he  was  numl.ered  among 
its  citizens,  and  is  accordingly  held  in  due  respect. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County, 
Ohio,  was  born  in  a  modest  homestead  near  Dayton, 
Feb.  9,  1829.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Anna  J. 
(Duncan)  Bodley,  were  natives  respectively  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio.  His  paternal  ancestors  are  of  pm-e 
English  descent,  while  his  mother's  side  represented 
some  of  the  best  blood  of  the  Scotch-Irish.  His 
great-grandfather  Bodley  came  to  this  country  in 
time  to  assist  the  Colonists  in  their  sti'uggle  for 
liberty,  and  his  grandfather  Duncan  later  served 
in  the  ^^'al■  of  1  si  2.  Having  sprung  from  such  a  race 
of  people,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  John 
Bodley  stands  where  he  does  to-day. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Bodley  soon  after  his  birth 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Fomitain  County,  lud.,  dur- 
ing the  early  settlement  of  that  region.  He  took 
up  a  tract  of  Government  land  and  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  c(.imfortable  homestead,  where  he 
cultivated  the  soil,  and  with  his  estimable  wife  spent 
the  remaindei'  of  his  days.  His  death  took  place  in 
1  S.'iO,  and  that  of  the  mother  in  IStJS.  The  parental 
household  included  eight  children,  six  now  living,  and 
residents  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Kansas.  The  boys 
are  engaged  in  farming,  and  the  girls  mostly  man-ied 
"SOUS  of  the  soil." 

Our  sulijeet  was  reareil  to  manhood  in  Fountain 
County.  Ind..  with  limited  advantages,  his  educa- 
tion lieing  ('(juducted  in  the  sid)scription  schools, 
mainly  dnriim'  the  winter  seaxm.  In  sunnner,  as 
xiun  as  old  enongli  to  be  of  service,  he  was  made 
nseliil  on  the  farm  and  liecame  familiar  with  its 
\arions  eni|il(iynients.  He  began  to  lay  his  plans 
early    in   life,  and    soon    after   reaching  his   majority 

took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  pers(jn 
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of  Misss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  William  niul  Margaret 
(AMiitehall)  Boliva,  of  Fuuntaiii  Cmiiity.  The 
wedding  was  celebrated  at  the  hunie  of  the  l)ride  on 
the  5th  of  June,  1850,  and  they  began  life  together 
in  a  modest  dwelling  in  Shawnee  Township,  Foun- 
tain Co.,  Ind.  There  they  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  and  later  Ave  nujre  were  added  to  the 
household  circle.  Of  these  but  four  are  living, 
namely,  Thomas,  John,  William,  and  Dora,  the  wife 
of  George  Bentley,  who  lives  near  Pontiac.  Those 
deceased  died  at  an  earl}'  age.  They  were  Mary 
E.,  Elizabeth,  Delia  and  Eddie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bodley  continued  to  reside  in 
Fountain  County  until  the  fall  of  1854,  then  com- 
ing to  Central  Illinois,  located  at  Avoca,  where  Mr. 
B.  had  entered  3U0  acres  of  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment. Not  a  furrow  of  this  had  been  broken  and 
there  were  no  buildings  upon  the  entire  tract.  He 
secured  a  small  tenement  for  the  shelter  of  his 
family  and  in  addition  to  beginning  the  cultivation 
of  the  soil,  superintended  the  cutting  of  timber 
with  the  design  of  building  a  frame  house.  The 
trees  were  felled  in  June,  1855,  the  lumber  dressed 
in  a  sawmill  and  kiln-dried,  and  the  following- 
August  the  house  was  completed,  the  whole  busi- 
ness being  done  inside  of  two  months.  It  was  put 
lip  in  the  substantial  manner  which  was  characteris- 
tic of  all  the  operations  of  our  subject,  and  was  the 
wonder  and  admiration  of  the  country  around.  In 
due  time  a  barn  and  other  necessary  out-buildings 
followed,  together  with  the  fencing  of  the  fields 
and  the  gathering  together  of  convenient  machinery 
and  all  the  other  appliances  required  by  the  pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  agriculturist.  The  prop- 
erty now  presents  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots 
in  the  southern  part  of  Livingston  County,  the 
land  being  under  a  higli  state  of  cultivation,  the 
farm  stock  of  the  best  description,  and  everything 
about  the  premises  kept  in  the  best  of  order.  •  Mr. 
Bodley  has  parted  with  a  few  acres,  hiiving  now 
but  35-2. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  first  Supervisors  of 
Avoca  Township,  has  served  as  Road  Commis- 
sioner, and  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  has  been  deeply  interested  in  church  matters  since 
coming  here,  and  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Centennial  Methodist  P]pis- 


copal  Church  at  Lodemia  Station,  the  edifice  being 
built  during  the  year  1870.  To  the  support  of  this 
society  he  contributed  liberally,  and  has  represented 
the  Onarga  and  the  Kankakee  Districts  as  delegate 
to  the  General  Conference  four  sessions.  He  and 
his  wife  are  at  present  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Lodemia,  in  which  Mr.  B.  is 
Steward  and  has  been  Sunday-school  Superintendent 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  also  Steward  of  Kan- 
kakee District. 

Mr.  Bodley  is  little  past  the  prime  of  life  and  is 
in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness.  In  a  world  where 
there  is  so  much  room  for  action  on  the  part  of  tlie 
benevolent-minded,  he  is  destined  to  continue  an 
important  part,  and  receives  ample  reward  in  the 
esteem  aud  confidence  of  the  i)eople  of  his  com- 
munity. 


lEORGE  G.  BREESE,  who  is  a  farmer  of 
broad  ideas,  and  owns  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  31,  Pontiac  Township,  is  anative 
of  Jennings  County,  Ind.,  and  was  born  on  the  12th 
of  April,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary 
Breese,  who  are  at  present  residing  in  the  State  of 
Oregon.  The  father  was  a  native  of  England,  and 
the  mother  was  born  in  Scotland.  The  father  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  about  the  year  1850, 
and  proceeded  to  Ohio,  where  he  married  Mary 
Rook,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  young- 
est. In  the  fall  of  1868  they  moved  to  Livingston 
County  from  Indiana,  and  settled  in  AValdo  Town- 
ship. They  lived  there  one  year,  and  then  moved 
to  Rook's  Creek  Township,  where  thej'  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  they  moved  to  Ore- 
gon, where  they  now  reside.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  aud  mnch 
devoted  to  that  religioiis  organization.  He  is  a  Re- 
puljlican  in  politics,  and  has  always  taken  a  great 
iuterest  in  the  affairs  of  that  party. 

Mr.  Breese  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits all  his  life,  and  when  a  youth  received  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Indiana.  On 
the  23d  of  March,  1882,  lie  was  married  to  Hattie 
A.  Piper,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Hannah  (Vaz- 
son)  Piper,  of  Rook's  Creek  Township.  The  mother 
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of  Mi's.  Breese  is  deceased,  and  the  father  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Rook's  Creek  Township.  Mr.  Breese  set- 
tled on  his  present  farm  in  18Si>,  and  during  the 
short  time  ot  his  residence  there  has  met  with  ex- 
cellent success.  He  is  practically  a  self-made  man, 
having  been  left  dependent  upon  his  o'.vn  resources 
l\v  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  the  far  West  when 
comparatively  j'oung.  He  and  his  wife  are  well 
known  throughout  their  section  of  countrj-,  and  en- 
joy the  esteem  and  respect  of  a  very  large  circle  of 
acquaintances.  They  are  broad  and  liberal  in  their 
views,  and  are  valuable  members  of  society.  Mr. 
Breese  has  renounced  his  connection  with  the  old 
political  parties,  and  has  put  on  the  armor  of  the 
Prohibitionist,  and  conscientiously-  devotes  as  much 
time  as  he  can  possibly  spare  to  that  cause. 


■Ii;_^ERMAX  KLINGELHOFEU.  The  snug 
jfjii  farm  property  of  this  gentleman  comprises 
^)^  eighty  acres  of  good  land  on  section  3;"),  in 
(^j  Owego  Townsliip,  where  he  has  been  located 
twelve  or  thirteen  years.  He  has  been  largely  en- 
gaged during  this  period  in  attending  strictly  to  his 
own  concerns,  tilling  the  soil  and  adding  improve- 
ments as  time  passed  on  and  his  means  justified. 
He  has  served  as  School  Director  in  his  district,  and 
is  in  all  respects  regarded  as  a  reliable  and  substan- 
tial citizen,  whose  advent  to  this  part  of  the  county 
was  a  fortunate  occurrence  both  for  himself  and  the 
neighborhood  around  him. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Kur-Hes- 
sen,  Germany,  April  G,  l.s;33,  and  is  the  son  of 
.John  and  Catherine  (Maurer)  Klingelhofer,  who 
were  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage,  and  spent 
their  entire  lives  on  their  native  soil.  Herman  was 
reared  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof,  and  in 
common  w^ith  the  youth  of  his  native  country,  was 
placed  in  school  at  an  earl^' age  and  continued  his 
studies  until  fourteen  years  old.  After  reaching 
his  majority  he  was  fii'st  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Reitz,  also  a  native  of  (ierraan3',  who  became  the 
mother  of  eight  children,  four  living,  namely, 
Valentine,  Christian,  Annie  and  Julia.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  about  1h7I).  Mr.  K.  was  tiie  sec- 
'    ond  time  mumed,  aliout  1»H0,  to  Miss  Kreszentia 


Kellar,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Rosa.     This  lady  died  in  1882. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  tc>  whom  he  was 
married  in  Strawn  in  1883,  was  formerly  Miss  Julia 
Faust.  Mrs.  K.  is  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
was  born  May  15,  1835.  Mr.  K.  emigrated  to 
America  in  1861,  taking  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel 
at  Bremen,  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  nearly  ten 
weeks,  landed  in  New  York  City,  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  this  State.  He  located  first  in 
LaSalle  County,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  day 
laborer  until  18C5,  and  then  took  up  his  abode  in 
this  count}'.  He  operated  on  rented  land  until 
about  1875,  in  the  meantime  living  eeonomicall}' 
and  saving  what  he  could  of  a  limited  income.  He 
purchased  his  present  farm  not  long  afterward,  and 
has  gained  each  year  a  little  capital,  adding  gradu- 
ally the  improvements  most  needed,  so  that  he  is 
now  comparatively  independent,  and  can  take  time 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  early  industry.  Upon  be- 
coming a  naturalized  citizen,  he  first  identified  him- 
self with  the  Republican  party,  but  of  late  years 
has  voted  independently,  aiming  to  support  the  men 
whom  he  considers  are  best  qualified  to  serve  the 
people. 


eHARLES  W.  BARBER,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  farmini>'  and  stock- raisins  on 
sectic 
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section  8,  Odell  Township,  was  born  in  Sar- 
atoga County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  7th  of  July,  1834,  the 
second  child  in  a  family  of  three  born  to  Zina  and 
Sarah  A.  (Potter)  Barber.  The  grandparents  were 
all  early  setlers  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  where  they 
spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives.  Grandfather 
Potter  was  noted  for  physical  strength  and  power- 
ful manhood,  and  served  as  Constable,  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  etc.,  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Barber  was  a  mechanic,  and  fol- 
lowed lumbering  and  sawinilling  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  He  was  born  in  Old  Saratoga  Town- 
ship on  the  9th  of  November,  1809,  and  lived  there 
until  1851,  when  he  sold  all  his  interests  there  and 
came  West  where  he  bought  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  EaSalle  Count_y,  111.,  and  after  establishing 
his  family'  upon  it,  he  engaged  in  carpentering  and 
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his  boys  conducted  the  farm.  In  the  suranier  of 
1855  he  attempted  to  help  in  the  harvest  field,  and 
died  from  the  effects  of  sunstroke,  on  the  25th  of 
July.  He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  and  was  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  Constitution,  and  an  enthu- 
siastic Unionist.  While  he  took  an  active  part  in 
political  matters,  he  never  sought  office.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
was  one  of  the  earliest  Secedcrs  from  that  denomina- 
tion on  account  of  his  anti-slavery  views.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  was  the  father  of  ten  children, 
two  of  whom  were  killed  in  one  week  near  the  close 
of  the  Civil  War,  as  they  were  advancing  toward 
Richmond. 

Mr.  Barber  was  reared  to  lumbering,  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  was  educateil  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  to 
the  city  of  Chicago,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
for  three  years,  and  then  returned  to  LaSalle 
County,  where  he  spent  two  years  at  his  trade,  and 
then  on  the  11th  of  October,  1857,  he  was  married 
to  Adeline  Harris,  who  was  born  in  Livingston,  111., 
on  the  ■26th  of  September,  1835.  She  was  the  sixth 
child  in  a  family  of  seven  born  to  Harvej'  and 
Elizabeth  Harris.  Soon  after  they  were  married 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  settled  on  a  farm,  and  ho  di- 
vided his  attention  between  farming  and  carpenter- 
ing. After  continuing  thus  with  varied  success  for 
several  years,  they  came  to  Livingston  County. 
During  his  residence  in  LaSalle  County  he  at  one 
time  concluded  to  try  cabinet-making  and  contract- 
ing, and  formed  a  partnership  with  anotlier  party 
and  began  business  in  Centreville,  St.  Joseph  Co., 
Mich.  One  year's  experience  in  this  line  was  suf- 
ficient, and  he  returned  to  the  farm.  In  18G6  he 
located  on  a  farm  which  he  purciiased  near  Odell, 
and  built  a  house  upon  it.  The  following  year  he 
moved  to  town  and  opened  a  carriage  and  w.agon 
shop,  and'about  a  year  later  purchased  eighty  acres, 
upon  which  he  immediately  moved  and  now  re- 
sides, having  recently  added  another  eighty  acres. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  living — Mary  E.,  Rozelle 
A.,  Emma  J.,  Harvey  C,  Fanny  B.,  Mabel  A.,  Nel- 
lie L.  and  Edith  A.  A  twin  sister  to  Nellie  died 
in  infancy.  Mary  married  Robert  Flack,  who  was 
^  *    accidentally  killed  by  a  street  car  in   Chicago,  in 


t 


which  city  he  was  engaged  as  a  foreman  of  a  car- 
penter-shop. He  had  wisely  provided  himself  with 
a  life  insurance  policy  of  $3,000,  which  was  paid 
soon  after  his  death,  and  the  widow  invested  it  in 
a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near  the  home  of  her  parents 
in  Livingston  Count}'.  Rosa  married  Fred  G. 
Church,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Odell  Township; 
Emma  married  Charles  Burke,  a  farmer,  and  lives 
in  Greene  County,  Iowa.  Tlie  other  children  are  at 
home  with  their  ixirents.  Rosa  is  the  mother  of 
two  ciiildren — Susie  and  Robbie;  Emma  has  two 
children — Mabel  and  George.  Mr.  Barber  has 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  and  School  Director 
for  many  years,  is  conservative  in  his  politics,  but 
casts  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party,  having 
voted  for  the  first  time  for  the  first  Republican 
candidate  for  President,  Gen.  John  C.  Fremont. 
Mrs.  Barber  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- ' 
pal  Church,  and  both  have  always  been  active  in 
their  support  of  religious  and  moral  enterprises. 
Mr.  Barber  is  now  a  stock-raiser,  making  a  specialty 
of  Holstein  cattle,  Norman  horses  and  Poland  hogs. 
With  all  of  his  farming  enterprises  he  has  been  sig- 
nallj'  successful. 


IIARLES  R.  BAMBER  resides  on  a  beauti- 
fully located  farm  on  section  (i,  Waldo 
Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  general 
fanning  and  stock-raising.  His  farm  consists  of 
eighty-eight  acres  eligibly'  situated,  and  contains 
good  buildings  of  all  kinds,  besides  a  never-failing 
supply  of  water. 

Mr.  Bamber  was  born  in  Washington,  Taze- 
well Co.,  Ill,  Aug.  G,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
B.  and  Angeline  (Emmitt)  Bamber.  The  father 
was  a  tailor  by  ti-ade,  in  Washington,  but  owned  a 
farm  about  three  miles  from  the  town,  where  the 
family  resided  a  portion  of  the  time.  The  father 
was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1810,  and  was 
an  only  child.  He  came  to  America  with  his  par- 
ents, locating  on  a  farm  in  Illinois.'  The  paternal 
grand f.ather,  Robert  Bamber,  was  a  weaver  by 
trade,  whicli  occupation  he  followed  for  some  time 
in  this  State,  but  finallj-  embarked  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, in  which  he  was  engaged  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  while  on  a  trip  to  St.   Louis 
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to  purchase  goods.  Oiii'  subject's  mother  was  born 
in  Winchester,  Va.,  Jan.  17,  181."(,  and  came  of 
German  pareut.age;  she  is  still  living  in  Washing- 
ton, 111.  She  became  the  wife  of  the  father  of  our 
subject  in  December,  1839,  and  bore  him  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  is  the  j'oungest.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  John  B.,  born  Aug.  27,  1840, 
was  a  private  in  the  47th  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which 
he  served  during  the  entire  war;  he  married  Susan 
Beauchamp,  deceased,  and  resides  in  Tazewell  C'oun- 
tj',  and  has  one  child,  named  Charles  William.  Jane, 
born  Nov.  19,  1842,  married  John  Hugill,  has  five 
children,  and  lives  in  Washington,  111. ;  Robeit,  born 
May  24,  1844,  was  a  private  in  the  14Gth  Illinois 
Infancy,  and  served  about  eleven  months:  he  mar- 
ried Thankful  Trowbridge,  has  two  children,  and 
lives  in  Washington,  111. ;  Charles  R. 

Our  subject  did  not  enjo3^  verj-  good  opportuni- 
ties for  oVitaining  an  education,  but  succeeded  in 
familiarizing  himself  with  most  of  the  elementary 
branches.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  contracted 
to  farm  his  father's  estate,  and  on  the  24th  of  No- 
vember, 1867,  which  was  Thanksgiving  Day,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Pauline  Noel,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Pauline  (T3'ria)  Noel,  of  Tazewell 
County,  111.  .She  was  born  near  Paris,  France,  June 
12,  1848,  and  was  three  j'ears  of  age  when  her  par- 
ents came  to  this  country  and  located  in  Tazewell 
County,  where  they  still  reside.  She  is  the  third 
child  in  a  family  of  fourteen,  of  whom  three  died 
young,  and  eleven  are  still  living,  as  follows: 
Mary  married  James  Brown,  has  six  children,  and 
lives  in  Iowa:  Harriet  married  Solomon  Betz,  has 
four  children,  and  lives  in  Washington,  111. ;  Pauline 
is  our  subject's  wife;  Rosella  married  John  Beatty, 
has  six  children,  and  lives  in  Washington,  111,;  John 
also  lives  in  Washington;  Julius  lives  in  Iowa; 
Sophia  married  George  Parsons,  has  thi'ee  children, 
and  lives  in  W:ildo  Township;  Elizabeth  married 
John  Taylor,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in  Peoria;  Sa- 
rah, Klla  and  Joseph  are  unmarried,  and  live  in  Peo- 
ria. Mrs.  Baniber's  parents  are  living  in  Wash- 
ington, Tazewell  County, atan  advanceti  age.  The3- 
were  born  in  P' ranee,  the  fathci'  In  ixo.s.  the  mother 
in  1823:  they  were  married  Feb.  23,  l><44. 

For  one  year  after  marrisige  Mr.  Bamlicr  engaged 
in   farming,  and  for   two  years  aftei'ward  followed 
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various  pursuits,  when  he  resumed  farming  in 
1870.  on  the  ground  where  the  village  of  Benson 
now  stands.  In  the  fall  of  1871  he  assisted  in 
platting  that  town,  and  in  the  same  j'ear  purchased 
forty  acres  of  ground  on  section  26,  Minonk  Town- 
ship, Woodford  Conntj',  to  which  he  moved  in  the 
spring  of  1872.  He  continued  to  live  on  this  land 
for  eleven  years,  and  then  sold  it  and  bought  his 
present  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bamber  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  William  Edward,  born  in  Wash- 
ington, 111.,  Nov.  19,  1869;  Robert  J.,  born  at 
Benson,  111.,  Aug.  11,  1871;  John  F.,  at  Benson, 
Dec.  27,  1872;  Cbarles  S.,  in  Minonk  Township. 
AVoodford  County,  May  28,  1874;  Delia  M.,  born 
Oct.  20,  187.5,  died  March  25,  1876  ;  Jennie  B.,  born 
Oct.  23,  1878;  Orplia  W.,  Dec.  17,  1881,  in  Minonk 
Township,  Woodford  County;  Minnie  Orah  E., 
Dec.  12,  1882:  Pearl  A.,  in  Waldo  Township, 
Sept.  13,  IP 84. 

Mr.  Bamber  takes  a  prominent  part  in  the  affairs 
of  his  township,  and  is  the  encourager  and  sup- 
porter of  every  measure  having  for  its  object  the 
.advancement  of  education  and  morality.  He  started 
in  life  without  means  of  his  own,  and  his  present 
possessions  are  the  result  of  his  own  industry  and 
good  management.  Aside  from  the  ordinary  pur- 
suits of  agriculture  he  gives  considerable  attention 
to  stock-raising,  in  which  he  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful. 


'^'j  OHN  LONG  has  been  a  respected  resident 
of  Dwight  Township  since  the  spring  of 
18II9.  In  his  historj'  we  have  an  illustra- 
&j/J  til  m  of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
observant  of  the  sons  of  Erin,  who,  from  the  "land 
of  great  possibilities"  has  watched  with  deep  inter- 
est the  struggle  of  his  countrymen  and  possesses  a 
good  knowledge  of  the  various  events  which  have 
taken  place  since  they  began  to  agitate  the  question 
of  their  freedom.  The  Irish-American  citizen  has 
taken  kindly  to  the  institutions  of  this  country,  and 
there  are  few  great  public  works,  canals,  railroads 
or  buildings,  in  which  their  industry  has  not  been 
utilized  and  where  they  have  not  proved  them- 
selves eminently  ingenious  and  reliable.     This  per- 
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haps  accounts  foi'  the  ahiiost  universal  sympathy 
which  Americans  feel  for  struggling  Irelnnrl,  aurl  to 
which  they  often  give  voice  in  both  public  and 
private. 

Mr.  Long  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  1.S33, 
of  parents  more  than  ordinarilj'  intelligent  hut  who 
could  only  bestow  ui)on  him  a  common-school  edu- 
cation. The  bo3%  however,  made  the  best  of  his 
opportunities,  and  eagerly  devoured  everything 
which  came  within  his  reach  in  the  shape  of  in- 
structive reading.  The  old  traditions  of  his  coun- 
try had  for  him  an  especial  interest,  and  he  believes, 
with  thousands  of  others,  that  the  dawn  of  a  better 
da}'  for  Ireland  is  not  far  off.  He  remained  upon 
his  native  soil  until  reaching  manhood,  and  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age  was  married  to  Miss  Ann 
O'Brien,  of  Mead,  and  for  their  wedding  tour  they 
embarked  upon  a  sailing-vessel  bound  for  America. 

Our  subject  and  his  bride,  after  a  safe  voyage 
of  forty -five  days,  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  a  month  later  started  for  the  West,  locating 
first  in  LaSalle  County,  this  State.  From  that 
time  .until  the  spring  of  1869,  Mr.  Long  was  em- 
ployed at  various  work,  principally  mining,  and  in 
the  meantime  had  accumulated  a  snug  little  sum  of 
money.  He  now  determined  to  change  his  occu- 
pation and  location,  and  coming  to  this  county 
wisely  invested  his  capital  in  a  tract  of  land  which 
is  now  included  in  his  present  homestead.  This 
was  but  slightly  improved,  with  rude  buildings, 
and  only  a  part  of  the  land  under  cultivation.  Mr. 
Long  has  affected  a  marked  change  in  the  con- 
dition of  things,  having  now  a  home  comfortable 
in  all  respects,  a  goodly  assortment  of  farm  machin- 
ery, with  horses  and  cattle  in  good  condition,  and 
everything  about  the  homestead  creditable  to  the 
industry  of  its  proprietor. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long,  eight  in 
number,  were  named  respectively,  Peter,  Richard, 
John,  Michael,  Christopher,  Mary,  Catlierine  and 
Julia.  The  eldest  son,  Peter,  married  Miss  Mar- 
garet O'Connor,  and  is  engaged  in  a  wiremill  in 
Joliet.  The  remaining  ones  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Our  subject  upon  becoming  a  naturalized 
citizen  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  religious  matters,  with  his  excellent 
wife   and    their   children,   closely    adheres    to  the 
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Catholic  faith  of  his  fathers.  No  man  is  more  up- 
right and  honorable  in  his  business  transactions, 
and  consequently  none  is  more  respected  by  his 
neiglibors. 


^^^:  ILBERT  L.  HEADLE  Y.  Li 
III  '^  Contains  among  her  citizem 
^^4)    have  had  n   hard  struggle 


ILBERT  L.  HEADLEY.  Livingston  County 
■ns  man}-  men  who 
in  life,  and  been 
dependent  entirel_y  upon  their  own  resources  for 
whatever  of  success  they  have  attained.  Among 
these  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  owns  and 
resides  upon  a  150-acre  farm  on  section  6,  in 
Saunemin  Township.  He  began  life  a  poor  boy, 
having  none  of  the  advantages  which  fall  to  even 
the  poorest  of  the  present  day,  and  it  is  creditable  to 
him  to  sa}' that  he  has  attained  a  measure  of  suc- 
cess much  above  the  average.  Mr.  Headley  is  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  in  Trumbull  County 
on  the  22d  of  January,  1834.  He  is  a  son  of  Amos 
and  Experience  (Lindley)  Headley,  and  comes 
from  English  descent.  In  the  family  of  his  parents 
there  were  twelve  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  sixth  in  their  order  of  birth.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, 
and  began  working  in  Peiuisylvania  on  a  salar}- 
of  $6  per  month,  and  continued  at  this  place 
for  one  year.  Being  compelled  to  work  the  greater 
portion  of  the  time  in  order  to  support  himself  he 
was  denied  those  advantages,  limited  though  they 
were,  that  other  boys  of  that  day  were  afforded  for 
obtaining  an  education.  In  1855  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois and  settled  in  LaSalle  County,  and  resided 
there  until  1870,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  settled  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns,  in  Saunemin  Township.  This  farm  consists 
of  150  acres  of  as  good  land  as  may  be  found  in 
Livingston  County. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  I8G3,  Mr.  Headley 
was  married  to  Miss  Persis  S.  Thompson,  of  La- 
Salle County,  111.  She  is  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  was  born  in  Windsor  County,  that  State,  on 
the  14th  of  June,  1847.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
John  W.  and  .Sarah  E.  (Leonard)  Thompson,  both 
natives  of  Vermont.  In  her  tenth  year  she  accom- 
panied her  parents  when  they  emigrated  from  Ver- 
mont to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  LaSalle  County. 
— J ■► 
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Uer  mutlier  died  in  that  count}'  in  1868,  and  the 
father  now  resides  in  the  State  of  Kansas.  To  her 
parents  were  born  fonr  children,  of  whom  three 
survive:  Rachel  B..  wife  of  Clay  Burgess,  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. :  Laura  V.,  wife  of  Robert  ILaverfleld, 
of  Larned,  Kan.,  and  Mrs.  Hoadle.y.  Her  parents 
were  pioneers  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  and  assisted 
materially  in  opening  and  improving  that  county. 
Her  father  has  been  for  many  years  an  ardent 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Headley  have  been  born  eight 
children:  Laura,  born  Aug.  22,  1864;  Emma,  born 
M.ay  7.  1866,  wife  of  Albert  Schnurr,  of  Union 
Township,  this  county;  Benjamin  F.,  born  Nov.  20, 
1867  :  .Samuel,  born  Sept.  11,  1869,  and  now  resides 
in  .Sanuemin  Township;  Neota,  born  May  22,  1872; 
Cephas,  born  Sept.  11,  1874;  Victor,  born  July  4, 
1877,  and  Luther,  born  Feb.  6,  1880.  Mr.  Head- 
ley  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  gives  the  men 
and  measures  of  his  party  a  cordial  support.  He 
has  served  as  Director  of  his  school  district,  in 
wliich  capacity  ho  gave  perfect  satisfaction  ti)  his 
constituents. 


D 


ELSON  G.  BENNETT,  the  leading  furni- 
ture dealer  and  undertaker  of  Saunemin,  al- 
though comparatively  young  in  j'ears,  con- 
trols a  lucrative  trade  of  probably  $.''),000  per  an- 
num, which  he  established  in  1883.  His  business 
house  occupies  an  area  of  28x68  feet,  and  tvvo  floors 
are  utilized  in  the  storing  of  his  finely  assorted  stock 
of  merchandise,  which  includes  queensware,  glass- 
ware, organs  and  sewing-machines. 

In  glancing  at  the  details  of  the  business  of  our 
subject,  we  are  not  surprised  to  find  that  he  was 
born  among  the  wide-aw.ake  and  ingenious  Yankees 
of  New  England.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  May  3,  1849,  in  Litchfield  County,  Conn. 
His  parents,  William  and  Sarah  (Bronson)  Bennett, 
were  natives  of  the  same  locality,  and  descended 
frojn  excellent  English  ancestry,  from  whom  they 
inherited  those  reliable  and  substantial  traits  of 
character  which  con.stituted  thoin  honest  men  and 
good  citizens.  About  tiiree  years  after  the  birth 
of  our  subject,  his  parents  determined  upon  a  change 
of   location,  and  after  due  ])rei)aration,   he    started 


with  their  little  family  on  an  overland  journey  to 
the  great  West.  They  came  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  young  Prairie  State,  and  located  in  LaSalle 
Comity  during  its  earliest  settlement,  upon  a  tract 
of  land  in  Farm  Ridge  Township,  and  about  two 
years  later  moved  to  Deer  Park  Township.  The 
death  of  the  father  occurred  in  1856,  when  he  was 
in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  The  mother,  al- 
though now  a  resident  of  Normal,  still  retains  the 
old  homestead  in  LaSalle  County. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  and  the 
record  is  as  follows:  Diana  became  the  wife  of  Rev. 
A.  S.  Calkins,  engaged  in  the  ministry  at  Normal, 
111. ;  Isaac,  George  A.  and  Henry  F.  are  carrying  on 
farming  in  LaSalle  County;  Charles  F'.  is  in  Cali- 
fornia; Edgar  in  Mendota,  and  Edwin  in  Marshall 
County,  Iowa.  Nelson  G.,  our  subject,  was  reared 
on  the  homestead  in  LaSalle  County,  and  being  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  escaped  man^'  of  the  sterner 
duties  and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  He  received 
a  good  education  in  the  schools  which  were  later 
organized  under  competent  teachers,  and  remained 
a  member  of  his  father's  household  until  his  mar- 
riage. The  maiden  of  his  choice.  Miss  Hattie  A. 
Trout,  w.as  one  of  the  most  attractive  3'oung  ladies 
in  Deer  Park  Township,  and  the  wedding  was  cele- 
brated at  the  home  of  his  brother  Edwin.  Oct.  15, 
1876. 

Mrs.  Bennett  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Vi- 
anna  Trout,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Missouri, 
and  are  now  residents  of  Andersonville  County, 
Kan.  Their  household  included  nine  children,  and 
Hattie  A.  was  born  in  Wisconsin  in  1850."  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  after  their  marriage,  came  to  this-  count}' 
and  located  on  a  farm  four  and  one-half  miles 
south  of  Forest,  where  they  remained  three  years 
and  until  the  removal  to  Saunemin.  Hei*  Mr. 
Bennett,  in  partnership  with  Mr.  A.  Cording,  {*iit  up 
the  first  business  house  of  any  importance  after  the 
village  was  laid  out.  Together  the}'  purchased  a 
stock  of  general  hardware  and  groceries,  including 
a  goodly  assortment  of  farm  implements,  and  car- 
ried on  business  about  'eighteen  months.  Mr.  B. 
then  withdrew  and  established  his  present  business, 
which  was  first  located  where  the  drug-store  of 
Benkina  A    Dow  now    stands.     In  the  summer  of 
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1886  he  moved  to  his  present  quarters,   which  af- 
ford more  room  and  better  facilities. 

The  family  residence  of  our  subject  is  plcasantlj' 
located  and  he  and  his  amiable  lady  are  the  valued 
members  of  an  extremely  pleasant  and  cultivated 
social  circle.  Their  onl}'  child,  Daisy  E.,  was  born 
Aug.  8.  1887.  Mr.  B.,  politically,  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  with  his  wife  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Socially,  he  be- 
longs to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  at  Saunemin.  He  is  con- 
tributing his  full  share  to  the  business  interests  of 
the  town,  and  has  made  himself  quite  valuable  both 
as  a  citizen  and  business  man. 


^ ^-^ '^ 

<Y/UDGE   BILLINGS  P.   BABCOCK,   one  of 

the  earliest  settlers  of  Livingston  County, 
first  came  to  this  State  in  1847,  after  having 
(^^[1/  finished  his  legal  education  and  been  admit- 
ted to  practice  in  the  courts  of  New  York,  his 
native  St.ate.  He  did  not  remain  here,  however, 
upon  his  first  trip,  but  returned  the  following  j'ear 
and  purchased  a  large  acreage  of  beautiful  rolling- 
prairie,  which  was  designated  as  the  Grove  property, 
so  named  on  account  of  a  natural  growth  of  forest 
trees,  which  afterward  received  the  name  of  its 
purchaser,  and  was  considered  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  spots  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  His  nearest 
neighbor  was  then  four  miles  distant,  and  the 
Bloomington  &  Chicago  State  Road  running  by  was 
traveled  by  State  officers,  and  merchants  going  to 
Chicago,  and  was  a  great  thoroughfare  for  cattle- 
drovers  in  autumn,  who  in  this  manner  transported 
thousands  of  head  each  year.  Judge  Babcock 
since  that  time  has  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of 
this  locality  and  the  leader  in  most  of  the  enter- 
prises which  have  brought  it  to  its  present  status. 
He,  with  two  Associate  Justices  as  County  Com- 
missioners, l)uilt  the  first  truss  bridge  over  the 
Vermilion  River  at  Pontiac,  and  the  brick  court- 
house, which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1874.  Both 
were  substantial  improvements  and  a  much  greater 
undertaking  for  those  times  than  the  iron  bridge 
and  beautiful  court-house  of  the  present,  with  the 
later  facilities  for  construction. 

Our  subject  is  a  native   of   Oneiila  County,  N. 


Y.,  and  was  born  March  29,  1814.  He  is  the  son 
of  Dr.  Charles  and  Nancy  (Pratt)  Babcock,  the 
former  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  Latter  of 
New  York.  The  family  is  of  English  descent,  and 
its  first  representative  in  this  country'  was  John  Bab- 
cock, who  emigrated  in  the  early  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  settling  in  one  of  the  New  England 
States.  Col.  Babcock,  of  Revolutionary  fame,  was 
a  direct  ancestor  of  our  subject,  and  the  father  of 
the  latter  participated  in  the  War  of  1812  as  a 
surgeon,  and  was  stationed  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 
After  the  war  he  settled  at  New  Hartford  Village, 
Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  his  practice 
successfully  and  attained  to  a  high  position  among 
his  medical  brethren.  He  was  several  times  elected 
President  of  the  Oneida  County  Medical  Society, 
which  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the  State, 
and  there  were  few  who  possessed  bis  knowledge  of 
materia  medica  in  its  various  departments.  He 
spent  his  last  years  in  Oneida  County,  where  his 
death  took  place  in  1850.  The  parental  family  in- 
eluded  three  children,  of  whom  only  two  survive 
— Billings  P.  and  his  sister  Mary  C,  the  wife  of 
Henry  G.  Abbott,  of  Utica,  N.  Y. 

The  Judge  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  pursued  his  early  studies  and 
distinguished  himself  as  a  pupil  fond  of  his  books 
and  anxious  to  excel.  When  eighteen  jcars  old  he 
entered  Hamilton  College  in  his  native  county,  and 
studied  two  years,  then  entered  the  senior  class  of 
Union  College  at  Schenectady,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  one  year  later.  He  commenced  read- 
ing law  with  the  celebrated  firm  of  Noyes  &  Tracey 
of  Utica,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  1835,  while  at  the 
same  time  passing  his  examination  successfully  for 
admission  to  practice  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
He  entered  upon  his  professional  duties  at  New 
Hartford,  but  owing  to  ill-health  was  obliged  to 
abandon  for  a  time  his  chosen  profession  and 
engage  in  active  out-door  exercise.  About  this 
time  he  emigrated  westward,  and  obtained  his 
first  view  of  Livingston  County,  where  he  deter- 
mined to  establish  a  permanent  home.  After  mak- 
ing his  second  trip  to  the  West  and  taking  possession 
of  tlie  land  which  he  had  purchased,  he  commenced 
dealing    in    stock,    making   sheep  a  specialty,  and 
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greatly  increasing  the  wool  product  of  this  section 
of  country.  He  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  ad- 
ditional land,  and  in  all  his  undertakings  wasremark- 
ablj'  successful.  He  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
County  Court  in  1852,  the  duties  of  which  office 
he  discharged  in  an  efficient  manner  three  years,  and 
then  resigned  in  order  to  attend  to  personal  matters 
of  importance. 

A  mail  mute  from  Wilmington  to  Pontine  was 
opened  soon  after  the  arrival  of  Judge  Babcoek  in 
this  localit}'.  and  through  his  exertions  a  post-office 
was  established  at  the  Grove  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  settlers  on  the  Mazon.  Our  subject  was 
appointed  Postmaster,  and  was  the  means  of  bring- 
ing about  other  measures  which  added  greatly  to 
the  building  up  of  the  community  and  encouraged 
immigration.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Henrj^  Clay,  and  at  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  became  one  of  its  most  cordial 
supporters,  and  still  gives  to  it  his  vote  and  in- 
fluence. 


w 


^ILLIAM  M.  GREGORY  is  one  of  the  prom- 
ising 3'oung  men  of  .\mit}-  Township,  where 
he  owns  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  2!). 
He  comes  of  English  stock  which  has  1)een  noted  for 
several  generations  for  intelligence  and  morality. 
Having  been  bom  in  1805  he  now  comes  upon  the 
stage  of  action  at  a  time  when  the  country  is  nearly 
in  its  zenith  of  progress  and  improvement,  and 
necessarily  he  rloes  not  have  to  contend  with  the 
trials  and  tribulations  which  were  met  at  every  step 
liy  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Illinois.  Instead  of  the 
crude  and  unwieldy  implements  of  the  farm  of  the 
eai-ly  days,  he  finds  the  work  of  the  agriculturist  now 
l)erfornied  almost  wholly  hy  the  most  i)erfect  ma- 
chinery the  ingenuity  of  man  has  lieen  alile  to  pro- 
duce. \Vith  such  machiniMy  as  tliev  now  use  as 
farming  accessories  Mr.  Gregory  can  accomplish  as 
nnidi  now  as  five  men  could  in  the  days  of  the 
wooden  moldboard  plow. 

In  writing  this  sketch  of  one  of  .-XniKy  Township's 
coniinir  hk-h  it  is  not  amiss  to  say  that  he  is  a  native 
of  this  town-hip.  and  was  liorn  where  he  now  lives 
on  the  2'ith  of  EeMruary,  18(15,  and  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  J.  and  Ellen  Gregoiy,  natives  of  lOngland. 


Mrs.  Gi'egory  was  the  daughter  of  Hemy  and  Eliza- 
beth (Moss)  Ilolsworth,  who  were  natives  of  Lan- 
castershire,  England.  Elizabeth  Holsworth  died 
on  the  4th  of  March,  18(i].  Thomas  Gregory, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  England  on 
the  18th  of  November,  1827,  and  died  on  the  4th 
of  February,  1886.  He  was  married  to  Ellen  Hols- 
worth, a  native  of  England,  on  the  1 8th  of  July, 
1847,  and  came  to  America  in  April,  1855,  landing 
at  New  York.  Soon  after  they  went  to  Chicago, 
remaining  one  month,  and  from  Chicago  to  Living- 
ston County.  He  was  a  Protestant  Methodist  min- 
ister, and  labored  as  such  for  over  thirty  yeai'S. 
He  devoted  altogether  about  foi'ty  years  to  the  min- 
istry. He  was  in  the  Union  armj^  for  about  eleven 
months  as  a  member  of  Compan}'  C,  129th  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  was  discharged  on  account  of  disability 
incm-red  while  serving  as  a  cook  in  the  hospital.  To 
Thomas  J.  and  Ellen  Gregorj^  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren :  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  in  England  in  1 849j 
married  William  Ellis,  and  has  two  children ;  they 
are  located  in  Butler  County,  Kan,  and  their  post- 
office  address  is  El  Dorad6.  Thomas  Gregory  was 
born  in  1847,  and  died  when  four  years  of  age  in 
pjUgland  ;  Thomas  John  was  born  in  1849,  and  died 
in  England  when  eleven  months  and  two  weeks  old ; 
Richard  was  Tiorn  in  1851,  and  when  nearly  five 
years  old  died  in  England ;  Thomas  John  mairied 
Miss  Julia  Louderbeck,  has  three  children  living  and 
one  dead,  and  resides  in  Livingston  County ;  Philip 
Wilbur,  born  March  4,  1859,  married  Elizabeth 
Campbell,  has  two  children,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Amitj'' 
Township;  Charles  Henry,  born  June  27, 1863,  mar- 
ried Olive  Widdifleld,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Amity 
Township;  James  Abram.  born  May  16,  1862,  was 
graduated  at  Keokuk,  I(jwa;  he  married  Mareella 
Boyer,  and  is  a  practicing  physician  at  Chatsworth. 
William  Morris  Gregory  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
llis  land  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is 
verj'  productive.  It  is  very  eligibly  located,  being 
ne:n-  churches,  schools  and  markets. 

P<ilitically,  Mr.  Gregory  is  a  stanch  Re)>ublic.an, 
;ind  liy  the  mendiers  of  that  party  is  considered  one 
of  tiif  ;icti\c  workers.  When  a  boy  he  received  a 
good  cdiic-itioii.  .•111(1  is  MOW  a  great  reader,  and  is 
very  fooil  of  Ijooks  :nid  iu'Wspapers.  He  is  [iro- 
gressivc  in  nil  his  ideiis  and  very  liberal  minded. 
>► 
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He  is  a  youug  inaa  who  is  very  popular  with  all  his 
acquaintances,  and  takes  a  leading-  position  in  the 
affairs  of  his  township. 

-if  OSEPII  S.  BABCOCK,  deceased,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born 
on  the  26th  of  June,  1828,  the  son  of  Joseph 
and  Phct'be  Babcock.  His  paternal  ancestors 
were  of  Euglish  descent,  while  those  on  the  mater- 
nal side  were  French,  and  were  among  the  Hugue- 
nots who  left  Europe  to  escape  religious  persecu- 
tion. Joseph  Babcock  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  State,  and  was  educated  at  Lima 
Seminary,  New  York.  His  early  days  were  spent 
on  a  farm,  and  when  he  was  in  his  twenty-sixth 
year  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  New 
York  City,  and  continued  in  that  business  for  sev- 
eral years.  In  about  the  j'ear  1857  he  removed 
his  entire  stock  of  merchandise  to  Pontiac,  the  ob- 
ject of  his  removal  being  to  improve  his  health. 
He  also  had  extensive  money  interests  in  this  lo- 
cality. He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of 
Pontiac,  and  independently  of  that  business  was  an 
extensive  monej'  lender.  He  remained  in  business 
in  Pontiac  for  five  or  six  years,  but  owing  to  con- 
tinued bad  health  was  obliged  to  remove  to  his 
farm,  one  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  the 
town,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  6th  of  July,  1870. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1861,  Mr.  B.  was  married  to 
Mary  O.  Norton,  a  native  of  Farmington,  Me.,  and 
daughterof  Hon.  Samuel  and  Mary  (Norcross)  Nor- 
ton; her  father  a  native  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  and 
her  mother  of  Farmington,  Me.  In  1861  her  par- 
ents came  to  Pontiac,  where  they  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives.  To  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Babcock  were 
born  three  childreu — Stanton,  deceased;  May  and 
Stanton  (2d).  Mr.  Babcock  died  on  the  6tli  of 
July,  1870,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  leav- 
ing a  large  circle  of  friends  and  relatives  to  mourn 
their  loss.  He  was  a  kind  and  loving  father  and  hus- 
band, and  of  unquestioned  honor  and  integrity  in 
business  affairs.  In  his  demise  the  county  lost  one 
of  her  best  citizens,  and  the  community  a  valued 
member.     His  remains  were  interred  in  the  cerae- 


tery  at  Pontiac.  The  widow  and  two  children  sur- 
vive him,  and  reside  on  the  farm,  which  is  one  of 
the  best  improved  in  the  county.  They  are  lead- 
ing members  of  society. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  closely  identified  with  all  the  important  move- 
ments of  that  party  in  his  county.  He  was  one  of 
the  original  founders  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Pon- 
tiac, and  always  contributed  liberally  of  his  means 
for  the  support  of  that  denomination,  while  he  al- 
ways favored  every  movement  for  the  benefit  of  so- 
ciety and  the  improvement  of  the  county. 

Ebben  Norton,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Babcock, 
represented  Kennebec  County  in  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  when  Maine  was  yet  a  province,  and 
in  the  year  1843  Samuel  B.  Norton,  her  father,  was 
a  member  of  the  Maine  Legislature.  He  had  al- 
ways been  in  public  life,  and  for  a  considerable 
time  served  as  Treasurer  of  Franklin  County,  Me. 

*-»!<- p-  i ■■ 

DMUND  T.  METZ,  the  leading  insurance 
and  real-estate  agent  of  Odell,  was  born 
while  his  parents  were  residents  of  Will- 
iarhsburg.  Pa.,  Dec.  29,  1848.  He  was  the  fourth 
child  of  Peter  and  Angeline  (Johnson)  Metz,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Ke^'stone  State,  and  a 
sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another  page.  Edmund 
T.  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools,  making  his  home  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-three  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Metz  when  first  starting  out  for  himself,  his 
parents  having  come  to  this  State  in  1860,  opened 
a  general  store  in  Odell  and  associated  himself  in 
partnership  with  William  Vaughn.  They  continued 
together  five  years,  the  firm  being  dissolved  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Vaughn.  The  business  was  then  closed 
out,  and  Mr.  Metz  embarked  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  company  with  his  brother  William,  who  at 
that  time  was  practicing  law  at  Odell.  They  con- 
tinued together  until  the  spring  of  1885,  when  Will- 
iam withdrew  and  Edmund  T.  has  since  carried  On 
the  business  alone,  and  conducts  also  a  real-estate, 
and  the  largest  insurance  agency  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Metz  was  married  rather  late  in  life,  Oct.  12, 
1882,  to  Miss  Birdie  Losee,  a  native  of  Dwight, 
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this  county,  and  born  Jan.  9,  1863.  Mrs.  Metz 
■was  the  youngest  child  of  lier  parent*,  whose  family 
included  three  sous  and  four  daughters.  Her  father 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  whence  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois during'  the  early  settlement  of  Livingston 
Conuty,  and  where  he  first  engaged  in  general  mer- 
chandising. He  became  quite  prominent  in  public 
affairs  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Finallj' 
he  abandoned  trade,  and  in  connection  with  his 
office  carried  on  a  thriving  business  as  a  collector. 
He  is  now  deceased.  His  wife,  formerly  Miss  Lydia 
Miller,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
is  now  living  in  Dwight. 

Mr.  Metz,  after  becoming  a  voting  citizen,  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  although 
he  meddles  very  little  with  political  matters.  His 
estimable  lady  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  With  a  snug  home 
on  Prairie  avenue  they  are  fond  of  those  matters 
-which  conduce  to  the  growth  of  the  intellect,  and 
enjo\'  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


J'nOHN  A.  BUELL,  a  prominent  young  farmei- 
of  Owego  Township,  is  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  good  land  on  section  12,  of  which 
he  took  possession  in  the  spring  of  1886.  and 
is  meeting  with  good  success  in  his  farming  opera- 
tions. He  represents  the  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise of  that  locality,  and  is  a  citizen  of  whom  much 
is  expected  in  the  future,  possessing  those  natural 
abilities  which  with  ordinary  effort  on  Ills  part  will 
bear  their  legitimate  fruits. 

Mr.  Buell  was  born  in  Saratoga  Count}',  N.  Y., 
June  30,  1853,  and  is  the  onlj'  child  of  Samuel  and 
Harriet  (Beach)  Buell,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State.  The  mother  is  now  deceased, 
but  the  father  is  living  and  a  resident  of  California. 
John  A.  was  reared  by  his  grandparents  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  then,  in  company  with  his 
paternal  uncle,  James  Buell,  came  to  the  West  and 
at  once  located  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and 
received  the  advantages  afforded  by  the  common 
schools.  After  passing  his  twenty-seventh  j'oar  he 
wa.s  united  in  marriage   with    Miss   Luclla  Tucker, 


the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  McDowell,  Avoca  Township,  Dec.  23,  1880. 
Mrs.  B.  is  the  daughter  of  Willard  and  Matilda 
Tucker,  natives  of  Ohio,  but  now  residing  in  Avoca 
Townshij),  .and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  three  children :  Irwin  A., 
who  was  born  April  4,  1882;  Earl  B.,  June  19, 
1884,  and  Bertha. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buell  began  life  together  in  a  mod- 
est dwelling  at  Avoca,  whence  they  removed  to 
their  present  home,  which  with  its  neat  residence 
and  convenient  out-buildings,  forms  a  pleasant  pic- 
ture of  quiet  countrj'  life.  They  number  their 
friends  by  the  score  in  this  section,  and  are  fair  rep- 
resentatives of  its  intelligence  and  worth.  Mr. 
Buell  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 


^|AMES  H.  HOWARTH.  Lancashire,  En- 
I  gland,  is  the  great  seat  of  the  British  cotton 
manufacture,  which  has  increased  since  1770 
'  with  a  vapidity  unparalleled  in  the  .history 
of  mechanical  industry.  Woolen,  worsted,  linen, 
silk,  hats,  paper,  soap,  chemicals,  etc.,  are  also  man- 
ufactured on  a  large  scale.  Manchester  is  the  prin- 
cipal seat  of  cotton  manufacture  in  the  count}',  and 
Liverpool  of  the  shipping  trade;  the  former,  how- 
ever, is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  numerous 
other  towns  in  the  shire,  including  Preston,  Bolton, 
Oldham,  Ashton,  Blackburn,  Buiy,  Chorley,  Wigan 
and  other  minor  points.  A  complete  network  of 
railways  and  several  important  canals  afford  means 
of  rapid  conveyance  between  Lancashire  and  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Lancaster  is  the  capital  of 
the  shire,  and  it  is  picturesquelj'  situated  upon  an 
eminence  crowned  by  the  church  and  castle.  It  is 
a  city  of  20,000,  and  was  formerly  a  port  which  en- 
joyed a  large  foreign  trade,  but  in  later  3'ears  that 
has  been  transferred  to  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Howarth,  now  a  farmer  and  stock-grower  on 
section  (i,  Belle  Prairie  Township,  is  a  native  of 
Lancashire,  England,  and  was  born  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1847.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Selina 
(Fielding)  Howarth,  who  were  also  natives  of  En- 
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gland.  The  father  was  born  on  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1814,  and  was  a  coal  miner  and  stonemason 
by  trade,  and  in  his  youth  received  a  very  limited 
education.  He  first  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1842,  and  in  the  same  year  located  in  Peoria 
County,  111.,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
about  1862,  when  he  began  farming  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  boys,  and  also  dealt  in  coal  until  1872, 
when  he  retired  from  the  latter  business.  He  is 
novv  the  owner  of  about  600  acres  of  land,  and  still 
resides  in  Peoria  County.  The  mother  was  born 
in  1820,  and  is  still  living.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  has  been  for  many  years. 
They  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living — James  H.,  Colonel  D.,  Benjamin,  Sarah 
A.,  John  and  Selina. 

On  the  .Jth  of  April,  1871,  Mr.  Howarth  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Alice  Hindle,  who  was  born  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1849,  in  Peoria  County.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Susannah  Hindle,  who  were 
u.itives  of  England  and  came  to  America  in  1842, 
and  located  at  Peoria.  The  mother  and  father  were 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  had  been  a  Class-Leader  for  many- 
years.  The  father  died  in  1879.  They  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  viz.,  Martha,  Alice,  David, 
Mary  A.,  James  H.,  Richard,  Lilly,  Arvesta  J. 
and  Selina  M. 

Mr.  Howarth  came  to  Livingston  County  in 
1870,  and  purchased  120  acres  of  land,  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  which,  and  the  raising  of  stock,  he  de- 
votes his  time.  In  the  spring  of  1882  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Township  Supervisor,  which 
office  he  filled  for  four  years,  and  then  after  a  year's 
intermission  he  was  re-elected,  and  is  now  in  his 
fifth  term  of  that  office,  in  which  he  is  serving  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  Belle  Prairie 
Township.  He  has  held  the  position  of  member  of 
the  Committee  on  County  Equalization,  in  which 
position  he  has  been  of  much  valuable  service  to 
the  people.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  is  an  active  member  of  Tarbolton  Lodge  No. 
351. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howaith  have  had  six  children — 
Flora  A.,  S.  Lilly,  Richard  B.  (deceased),  Jesse 
D.,  Martha  A.  and  John  P.  The  parents  are  both 
active  members  of   the  Pi'esbyterian   Church,   and 


take  a  lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  that  organiza- 
tion. Mr.  Howarth  gives  his  political  adhesion  to 
the  Republican  party,  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
its  campaigns. 
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A.  SMITH.  This  country  has  liecome  a  safe 
harbor  for  thousands  of  men  whose  ideas  of 
right  were  so  pronounced  as  to  preclude 
(^^//  their  remaining  in  their  native  land.  In  the 
case  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  the  fortunes  of 
war  were  such  that  to  remain  in  Denmark  he  might 
be  compelled  to  raise  arms  against  his  own  people. 
After  the  southern  portion  of  Denmark  passed  un- 
der the  sway  of  Prussia  the  rigorous  military  law 
compelled  the  Danes  to  serve  in  the  Prussian  army 
and  even  fight  their  own  countrymen,  if  it  were 
the  will  of  the  King.  Under  these  circumstances 
Mr.  Smith  had  to  chose  one  of  two  alternatives — 
remain  and  submit  to  this  military  service,  or  seek 
a  home  in  some  other  country.  He  chose  the  latter, 
and  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  it 
is  safe  to  predict  that  he  has  never  regretted  the 
step  he  took  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  is  a  progressive  farmer  of  Dvvight 
Township,  is  a  son  of  J.  Schmidt,  and  was  born  in 
Denmark  in  1843.  His  father  w.as  a  blacksmith  at 
Berklew,  near  Sleswick,  Denmark,  now  a  Province 
of  Prussia,  and  was  the  father  of  the  following- 
named  children :  Jep,  Paul,  Catherine  M.,  Maria, 
Meret,  Peter  S.,  Abbe,  Andreas,  and  one  child  who 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Schmidt  was  married  three 
times,  and  of  his  children,  J.  A.,  Andreas  and  Peter 
came  to  this  country.  Andreas  is  a  farmer  in 
Grundy  County,  111.,  and  Peter  is  a  lilacksmith  in 
Chicago.  The  remainder  of  the  family  are  living 
in  Denmark. 

J.  A.  Smith,  our  subject,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker  while  a  boy,  and  received  a  common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years,  in  1806,  he  emigrated  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Dwight,  where  he  began  working  at  his 
trade,  in  which  business  he  continued  at  that  place 
four  years,  and  for  a  time  at  Gardner.  In  1867 
Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  M.  Nielson, 
daughter  of  Niels  C.  Nielson,  of  Jutland,  Denmark. 
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Their  household  consists  of  the  following  children: 
Marius.  Mary,  Finne,  Caroline.  Andrew  and  Will- 
iam: they  have  also  reared  a  girl  named  Hannah 
Howson.  In  1870  Mr.  Smith  rented  a  farm  in 
Union  Township  and  began  farming.  He  remained 
on  tliis  farm  for  two  years  and  then  rented  a  farm 
in  Dwight  Township,  on  which  he  lived  for  four- 
teen years,  when  lie  came  to  the  farm  which  lie  now 
owns  and  lives  on  near  Dwiglit. 

Politically.  Mr.  Smith  is  strongly  Republican,  and 
uniformly  casts  his  vote  in  support  of  the  candi- 
dates of  that  party.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smitli  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  participate 
activeh'  in  the  affairs  of  the  congregation  to  which 
the}-  belong.  Mr.  Smith  is  providing  liberally  for 
his  faniih',  and  is  giving  each  the  advantage  of  a 
good  education.  The  family  residence  is  pleasantly 
located,  and  within  and  without  is  indicative  of 
cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means.  The  friends 
and  associates  of  our  subject  comprise  the  cultiva- 
ted people  of  Dwiglit  Township,  and  they  are  most 
worthily  filling  their  places  as  worthj'  members  of 
society. 

x^\\  HRISTIAX  BECKER,  an  industrious  and 
(If  ^  thrift}'  young  fanner  of  Charlotte  Township, 
^^^'  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  8,  where  he 
has  100  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  has  already  dis- 
tinguished himself  as  a  successful  breeder  of  high- 
grade  English,  Norman  and  Clj'de  draft  horses  and 
good  cattle.  Although  located  here  less  than  a 
}-ear,  he  has  alreadj*  establisiied  himself  in  the  con- 
fidence of  his  neighbors,  and  is  recognized  as  a 
valued  accession  to  tiie  conmiunity. 

Mr.  Becker  was  born  in  Pontiac  Township,  this 
county,  April  28,  1859,  and  is  the  elder  of  two 
children,  the  parents  being  John  H.  and  Matha 
(Williams)  Becker,  natives  of  German}'.  They 
emigrated  to  America  in  early  life,  and  the  father 
Tv.^s  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  is  now  a  resident 
of  Chatsw'orth  Township,  and  one  of  the  most  in- 
dustrious and  well-to-do  citizens  of  that  locality. 
He  began  life  in  this  country  a  poor  man,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  fine  hrmicstead  corapri>ing  ICO 
acres  of  land,  with  good  buildings  and  all  the  other 
appurtenances   of   a    valuable   country   estate.     A 


sketch  of  him  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
Mr.  Christian  Becker  remained  with  his  parents 
until  twonty-two  years  of  age,  becoming  familiar 
with  the  various  employments  of  the  farm,  and  de- 
veloping the  habits  of  industry  and  economy  in 
wliich  he  had  been  trained  by  his  excellent  parents, 
lie  was  married,  Feb.  28,  1887,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Chatsworth,  to  Miss  Hilka  Muller,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  is  the  youngest  of  the  three 
children  of  Heinrich  and  Franka  (Johnson)  Muller. 
She  came  to  the  United  States  alone  in  1885, 
and  is  a  lady  greatly  respected  wherever  known. 
Mr.  Becker  with  commendable  forethought,  had 
laid  the  foundations  for  a  future  home,  and  they 
have  begun  life  comfortably  and  surrounded  by 
all  that  makes  it  desirable. 


y,.^  LFRED  E.  HARDING,  attorney-at  law  at 
,^/lJI.  Pontiac,  came  to  this  place  thirty  years 
//  14  ago,  and  establishing  an  office  immediately 
commenced  practice.  In  July  following- 
lie  assumed  charge  of  the  editorial  columns  of  the 
Lioingston  County  Neirs,  the  first  Democratic 
paper  published  in  the  county.  He  remained  con- 
nected with  this  until  December,  1859,  and  since 
then  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  the  duties 
of  his  profession.  He  is  the  oldest  living  practitioner 
in  the  county,  and  for  many  years  has  been  one  of 
the  leading  attorneys  of  the  Livingston  County  bar. 
Mr.  Harding,  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Bethany  June  £4,  1830. 
His  parents  were  Alfred  and  Maria  (Gill)ert)  Hard- 
ing, natives  of  Connecticut,  and  his  paternal  grand- 
jjarents,  Ephraim  and  Susan  (Wheeler)  Harding, 
were  natives  of  the  same  State,  and  of  English  de- 
scent. Ephraim  Harding  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  five  years.  When  he  entered 
the  army  he  was  a  well-to-do  farmer,  and  when  the 
war  was  over  he  found  that  the  British  soldiers  had 
stolen  his  horses,  cattle,  and  whatever  else  of  value 
they  could  lay  their  hands  upon,  whicl)  theft  made 
him  i)ractically  a  [loor  man.  He  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  quite  well  stricken  with  years,  and  at 
seventy-five  years  of  age  became  blind.  He  was  of 
a  literary  turn  of  mind  and  composed  poetry,  whidi 
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his  grandchildren  would  write  down  for  him.  He 
lived  in  thi.s  manner  nearly  ten  years,  his  death  occur- 
ring when  he  wa.s  eighty-four  j'ears  old.  His  wife 
was  nearly  one  hundred  when  her  death  occurred, 
and  both  died  at  Bethany,  N.  Y.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  thirteen  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
lived  to  mature  3'ears.  Alfred,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  when  about 
twenty  3'ears  of  age  entered  the  American  army,  and 
was  soldier  and  Sergeant  in  tlie  War  of  1812. 
Afterward  he  married,  and  became  the  owner  of  a 
farm  in  the  Holland  Purchase.  He  first  secured 
possession  of  a  moderate  extent  of  land,  to  wliich 
he  added  until  he  l^ecame  one  of  the  most  extensive 
land-ovvners  in  Genesee  County.  The  parental 
household  embraced  thirteen  children,  of  whom 
seven  are  now  living,  namely,  Erastus  D.,  Ellas  E., 
Harriet  B. ;  Alfred  E.,  of  our  sketch;  Julia,  Marcia 
and  Thomas  J.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  in  bis 
3'ounger  daj's,  but  later  in  life  wheeled  over  into 
the  ranks  of  the  Republicans.  He  and  his  estima- 
ble wife  were  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Baptist  Church.     Both  are  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  remained  at  his  father's  homestead 
until  sixteen  years  of  age,  pursuing  his  early  stud- 
ies in  Ihe  common  schools.  He  then  took  a  three 
years'  course  in  the  Genesee  and  Wyoming  Semi- 
nary and  commenced  reading  law  in  1854,  in  Alle- 
gany County.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Buffalo,  in  May,  1856,  and  afterward  practiced  in 
Allegany  County  one  j'ear,  then  started  for  the 
West.  His  career  in  Illinois  has  been  one  eminently 
creditable  to  him  as  a  citizen  and  a  member  of  the 
legal  profession. 

Mr.  Harding  was  married,  in  October,  1855,  to 
Miss  Laura  G.  Manwaring,  of  New  London,  Conn., 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  sons,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living — Benjamin  A.  and  Alfred. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  her  home 
July  31,  1875.  Mr.  Harding  was  again  married,  in 
1876,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Haines,  of  D wight,  111., 
who  died  in  September,  1882,  leaving  no  children. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  Ottawa,  Oct.  21,  1885,  was  formerly 
Mrs.  Alice  J.  Stephens,  wlio  has  borne  him  a  daugh- 
ter, Atossa  Louise.  The  family  residence  is  located 
V         at  the  corner  of  Livinmton  and    Division    streets. 


and  is  one  of  the  substantial  dwellings  which  are  an 
ornament  and  a  credit  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Harding  votes  the  straight  Democratic 
-ticket,  and  was  elected  Mayor  of  Pontiac  in  1875. 
He  was  at  one  time  a  Director  in  the  Livingston 
County  National  Bank,  and  attorney  for  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  Railroad. 


^^EORGE  HA 
'ij  (=p  will  stand  as 
''^S    in  the  histoi 


^?=5^E0RGE  HALL.  The  4th  of  July,  1863, 
as  one  of  the  most  important  days 
liistory  of  the  United  States,  for  on 
that  day  the  Union  army  was  successful  in  the 
memorable  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  the  Gibral- 
tar of  the  South,  Vicksburg,  which  had  blocked  the 
Mississippi  from  the  day  of  the  commencement  of 
hostilities,  was  surrendered  to  Gen.  Grant,  and  the 
Southern  Confederacy  was  cut  in  twain.  The  suc- 
cess of  Meade's  army  at  Gettysburg  settled  no 
question  of  advantage,  but  was  simply  a  grand  vic- 
tory of  the  Union  troops,  while  the  capitulation  of 
Vicksburg  gave  us  complete  control  of  the  great 
river  from  St.  Paul  to  New  Orleans,  and  made  two 
minor  Confederacies  instead  of  one  solid  and  com- 
pact bodj'.  The  defeat  of  the  Confederate  army 
was  virtually  assured  by  the  capture  of  Vicksburg, 
and  it  could  only  remain  a  question  of  time  when 
all  the  Southern  States  would  be  subdued  and 
would  surrender.  It  is  not  the  intention  to  put  in 
this  Albvh  a  history  of  the  war,  but,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  having  participated  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  and  witnessed  the  surrender  of  that 
stronghold,  it  is  proper  that  the  importance  of  the 
capture  be  set  forth;  for  if  he  lives  until  history 
records  all  the  facts  of  the  war,  the  proudest  boast 
he  can  make  will  be  "I  was  with  Grant  at  Vicks- 
burg." This  will  be  an  honor  equal  to  that  claimed 
by  the  heroes  at  Waterloo,  who  fought  with  Wel- 
lington. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a  representative  citizen  of  Avoca 
Township,  and  resides  on  section  21.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  McLean  County,  III.,  and  was  born  on  the 
28th  of  September,  1845,  being  the  son  of  Jere- 
miah S.  and  Jane  C.  Hall,  both  natives  of  New  En 
gland.  Two  of  his  paternal  great-uncles  were  sol- 
diers in  the  Revolutionary  War.     Of  the  five  chil 
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dreu  born  to  his  parents  but  tliree  survive :  AVilliam 
F.,  of  McLean  County:  Hannaii,  and  George,  the 
subject  of  this  slvetch.  Mis  parents  settled  in  Mc- 
Lean County  in  1 834,  and  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  that  county.  The  father  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1882,  and  the  mother  in  April,  1874. 
They  were  widel3'  and  favorablj'  known  in  that 
county,  where  they  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  all  who  knew  them. 

Mr.  Hall  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  where  he  secured  a  good  common-school 
educatiou.  On  the  8th  of  December,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Companj-  K,  2Cth  Illinois  Infantrj',  and 
remained  in  the  service  until  the  20th  of  J11I3', 
ISG.'i.  The  26th  Regiment  was  initiated  into  the 
realities  of  war  at  New  Madrid  and  Island  No.  10, 
which  were  the  first  engagements  looking  to  the 
opening  of  the  Jlississippi  River  from  the  North. 
Afterward  they  participated  in  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
the  first  and  second  battles  of  luka  and  the  battle 
of  Corinth.  When  Gen.  Grant  started  with  his 
army  toward  Vicksburg,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  wounded,  north  of  Ik)ll\-  Springs,  Miss.,  in  the 
right  leg.  After  being  at  the  hospital  for  about 
four  months,  he  rejoined  his  regiment  in  time 
to  participate  in  the  operations  in  front  and  rear  of 
Vicksburg,  and  in  the  siege,  which  lasted  fort}'- 
seven  days  and  nights.  Subsequently  he  was  in 
the  battles  of  J.acksou,  Chattanooga,  siege  of  At- 
lanta, and  in  Sherman's  entire  campaign,  which  cul- 
minated in  the  memorable  march  to  the  sea,  and 
wound  up  with  the  grand  review  at  Washington. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  on  the  20tli  of  Jul^', 
1865,  and  then  returned  to  Illinois. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1871,  Mr.  Hall  was 
married  to  JIarian  McKee,  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Moore)  McKee,  of  Woodford  County, 
111.,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children : 
Frederick  J.,  born  on  the  28th  of  January,  1874; 
Corbin  G.,  born  May  18,  1877;  Jennie  M.,  born 
March  24,  1879,  and  Elsie  R.,  born  Jan.  21,  1883. 
In  the  spring  of  1873  Mr.  Hall  went  to  Nebraska, 
and  resided  in  Buffalo  County  until  the  fall  of 
187G,  when  he  I'eturned  to  Illinois,  and  resided  in 
Ford  County  until  1880.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Livingston  Comity,  and  settled  on  the  farm  which 
he  now  occupies,  and  which  consists  of  eighty  acres 


of  very  excellent  land,  where  he  is  meeting  with 
success  in  all  his  oiierations.  He  is  independent  in 
political  matters,  and  does  not  owe  allegiance  to 
either  of  the  old  parties.  He  and  his  wife  both  oc- 
cupy an  enviable  position  in  society,  for  which 
they  are  fitted  both  by  education  and  intimacy 
with  the  affairs  of  the  world.  Mrs.  Hall  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church. 

ellARLES  C.  BOYS,  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  Pa.,  located  in  Saunemin  Town- 
ship, on  section  34,  in  the  spring  of  1876, 
and  has,  by  his  energy  and  industiy,  already  laid 
the  foundations  of  a  good  home  and  a  competency. 
He  has  but  just  passed  his  fortieth  year,  and  is  one 
of  the  men  in  the  prime  of  life,  to  whom  a  com- 
munity naturally  looks  for  leadership  in  the  enter- 
prises which  are  constantly  being  set  on  foot  in 
this  lively  and  progressive  age.  He  is  proving 
equal  to  the  emergency,  and  in  addition  to  his  own 
extensive  transactions  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
has  still  found  time  to  contribute  of  his  means  and 
attention  to  the  various  matters  involving  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  the  people  of  his  commu- 
nity. He  has  been  uniformly  successful  in  his 
farming  operations,  and  has  become  quite  promi- 
nent as  a  stock-raiser,  from  which  business  he  en- 
joys a  handsome  income. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Pa., 
May  23,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Cath- 
erine (Andre)  Boys,  wbo  were  also  born  in  the 
Keystone  State.  In  1857,  in  company  with  his 
father,  Charles  C.  came  to  Illinois,  and  they  subse- 
quently settled  iu_  Marshall  County,  where  the 
death  of  the  father  occurred  on  the  22d  of  Au- 
gust, 1878.  The  motherof  our  subject  died  when 
he  was  only  six  years  old,  in  1853.  The  father's 
second  wife  was  Hannah  A.  Tanguy,  by  whom  one 
child  was  born.  The  six  children,  of  whom  five 
survive,  were:  Leonard  A.,  a  resident  of  Kansas; 
Mary  H.,the  wife  of  William  Watt,  of  this  county; 
Jane  R.,  who  married  S.  V.  Jones,  of  Turner 
County,  Dak.,  where  they  now  reside;  Charles  C, 
our  subject,  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth;  Elizabeth 
T.,    who   married    W.   H.   Hull,  a  farmer  of    this 
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township,  and   Martha  B.,  who  died  when  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age. 

Our  subject  continued  with  his  parents  in  Mar- 
shall County  until  reaeliing  manhood.  He  attended 
school  quite  regularly  in  his  district,  and  later  en- 
tered college  at  Quincy.  111.,  where  he  spent  three 
years.  Subsequenth'  he  engaged  in  teaching,  which 
he  followed  several  terms,  and  in  the  meantime 
made  the  acquaintance  of  Mi»s  Margaret,!.  Thomp- 
son, to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1 874.  Mrs.  Boys  is  the  daughter  of  Asa  and  Ma}' 
(Orr)  Thompson,  the  former  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Marshall  County,  and  whose  death  took 
place  there  Fel).  15,  1874.  The  mother  still  re- 
sides "on  the  old  homestead,  in  Marshall  County. 
Mr.  B.  for  two  years  after  his  marriage,  continued 
in  Marshall  County,  and  in  1876  came  to  Living- 
ston and  settled  on  section  33,  Saunemin  Town- 
ship, where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1882, 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm.  This  com- 
prises 156  acres  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation, 
and  to  which  he  has  added  many  improvements 
since  taking  possession.  He  is  a  worthy  member 
of  a  most  intelligent  community,  and  several  j'ears 
ago  identified  himself  with  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  in  which  he  officiates  as  Trustee,  and 
has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  for 
many  years.  Mrs.  Boys  has  proved  in  all  respects 
the  worthy  companion  of  her  husband,  and  with 
him  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  They  have  five  bright 
children,  namely:  Stella,  born  Sept.  26,  1875;  Asa 
T.,  May  9,  1878;  Samuel  E.,  July  26,  1882;  Will- 
iam L.,  April  13,  1884,  and  Milford  C,  April  3, 
1886. 


AVID  W.  HILSBACK  has  been  a  resident 
of  the  Prairie  State  for  over  thirty-five 
years.  During  this  time  he  has  mostly  en- 
gaged in  farming,  but  in  January,  1881,  re- 
tired from  active  labor,  and  is  now  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  industry  in  the  comforts  of  a  pleasant 
home  in  the  city  of  Fairbury.  When  coming  to 
this  locality,  in  common  with  his  brother  pioneers, 
he  established  himself  upon  a  tract  of  uncul,tivated 
land,  which  he  transformed  into  a  fine  faim  gup- 


plied  with  a  substantial  set  of  buildings  and  every- 
thing neces.sary  to  complete  a  modern  country  home. 
This  comprises  160  acres  in  Livingston  and  Ford 
Counties.  Mr.  H.  has  been  prominent  in  the  local 
affairs  of  this  section,  and  turned  iiis  attention 
largely  to  religious  work,  having  been  for  over 
thirty  years  a  licensed  preacher  of  the  Methodist 
Episcop.'il  Church.  It  has  always  been  his  disposi- 
tion to  do  good,  and  he  has  exerted  a  great  in. 
fluence  to  this  end  among  both  young  and  old,  who 
have  come  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence. 

Mr.  Hilsback  was  born  in  Stokes  County,  N.  C, 
Jan.  9,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Fulk)  Hilsback,  natives  of  the  same  State.  His 
father  was  born  Dec.  9,  1791,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  Owen  (Jounty,  Ind.,  April  8,  1847. 
The  mother  was  born  in  August,  1792,  and  died  in 
Iowa  in  1866.  Both  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  carried  out  in  their  daily  lives  the  i:)rin- 
ciples  which  they  professed,  rearing  their  children 
piously  and  carefully,  and  doing  good  to  tho.se 
around  them  as  they  had  opportunity.  Their  views 
were  liberal,  and  while  the  Methodist  Church  was 
their  choice,  they  attended  others  and  permitted 
their  children  to  do  so.  The  parental  household  in- 
cluded the  following  :  Elias,  .Joseph,  Eliza,  David  W., 
William,  Elizabeth,  Catherine,  John  and  Permelia. 
Of  these,  eight  are  living  and  all  married  with  the 
exception  of  Catherine.  Joseph  w.as  married,  and 
died  about  1886. 

Mr.  Hilsback  came  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of 
1851,  and  located  first  in  Woodford  County,  where 
he  purchased  land,  and  upon  which  he  remained 
twelve  J'ears.  In  1864  he  removed  to  the  eastern 
part  of  the  county,  where  he  had  purchased  a  farm, 
which  he  sold  upon  coming  to  the  city  of  P'airbury. 
In  the  meantime  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
had  stimulated  his  patriotism,  and  on  the  13th  of 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  77th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  soon  afterward  marched  with  his  com- 
rades to  Covington,  Kj'.  On  account  of  failing 
health,  however,  he  wasonlj'  permitted  to  serve  until 
March  following,  when,  after  having  been  confined 
in  the  hospital  at  St.  Louis  two  months,  he  was  dis- 
charged for  disability.  Since  then  he  has  never 
been  able  to  do  manual  labor,  and   receives  a  pen- 
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sion  from  the  Goveruraent.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  Post  No.  7.i.  at  Fairhury,  of  which  he  ha> 
been  Chnpl.ain  fur  many  years,  and  is  al?o  Post 
Commaiuler. 

Our  siibjecl.  wlien  Iwoiity-two  years  of  age,  was 
uniteil  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  .Martha  (Carniiehael) 
Holder,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  in  Greene  County,  Ind.,  Dee.  H,  1841. 
Mrs.  H.  is  a  native  of  the  same  State  as  her  husband, 
and  was  born  .June  7,  1810.  She  went  with  her 
parents  to  Indiana  about  1833,  and  there  met  her 
husband.  Their  children,  seven  in  number,  were 
named  respectivelj-,  J.inies  C,  Solomon  E.,  John 
R.,  Jennie:  .Sarah,  now  deceased;  Mary  E.  and  Mar- 
tha A.  Those  surviving  are  all  married  and  set- 
tled eomfortabl}-  in  life.  Mr.  Hilsback  served  as 
School  Treasurer  four  3-ears  in  Woodford  County, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  since 
1883.  His  decisions  have  been  marked  by  excel- 
lent judgment,  none  of  them  having  been  reversed 
by  a  higher  court.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  united  with 
the  Methodist  Church  in  1842,  and  oursubject,  be- 
sides his  ministerial  duties,  has  served  as  Class- 
Leader,  and  in  other  wavs  manifested  his  zeal  f(>r 
the  cause  of  religion.  He  has  been  zealons  at  re- 
vivals, and  in  1864  conducted  a  protracted  meet- 
ing in  Penolia  Township,  Woodford  County,  upon 
which  occa>ion  large  numbers  were  added  to  the 
church.     Politicallj'  he  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
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JETER  .METZ.  I'etired  farmer,  and  now  a 
I  resident  of  Odell,  is  familiarly  known  as 
being  one  of  its  most  wealthy  and  promi- 
^  nent  citizens.  Commencing  life  with  mod- 
erate means,  but  possessing  more  than  an  ordinary 
amount  of  persistence  and  enterprise,  he  has  ac- 
cumulated a  large  property,  and  now  surrounded 
by  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life,  is  spending 
his  later  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  prosperity'. 
Mr.  Metz  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  liiilh,  and  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  day  in  HIair 
County,  on  the  2.')th  of  May,  1815.  His  i)arents 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  where  they 
were  reared  :in<l  married,  and  spent  their  entire 
lives.     Their  family  included  mx  children,  of  whom 


our  subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  His 
early  advantages  were  exceedingly  limited,  and  he 
began  at  an  earh'  age  to  practice  those  habits  of 
industry  which  were  the  secret  of  his  later  suc- 
cess. 'After  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years  at  the 
l)lasterer's  trade,  he  began  contracting  for  himself 
throughout  the  State.  He  remained  in  his  na- 
tive State  until  his  marriage,  in  1845,  the  lady  se- 
lected to  share  his  future  being  Miss  Angeline 
Johnson,  the  second  child  of  Thomas  Johnson,  of 
Ironville,  Pa.  Mrs.  Metz  was  born  in  February, 
1824,  and  during  her  early  years  remained  in  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  death  of  her  father  occurred. 
Her  mother  afterward  removed  to  Iowa  and  spent 
her  last  years  with  her  children  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Metz  and  his  .young  wife  began  life  together 
in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  where  they  remained  until 
Ihe  spring  of  1859.  Our  subject  then  desiring 
something  better  than  the  prospect  afforded  in  that 
sectio'i  of  country,  resolved  to  seek  the  Western 
countr}-.  After  reaching  this  State  he  purchased 
215  acres  of  wild  land  in  Union  Township,  where 
he  put  up  a  house  and  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  his  famil3\  who  joined  him  in  the  following  j'ear. 
He  remained  a  resident  of  the  farm  which  he  had 
built  up  from  the  uncultivated  prairie  for  a  period 
I  if  eighteen  years,  during  the  latter  portion  of 
which  time  he  became  largely  interested  in  real 
estate.  He  finally  became  agent  of  Eastern  land 
speculators,  and  carried  on  extensive  transactions, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  superintended  the  culti- 
vation of  his  farm  and  added  to  his  own  real  estate 
until  he  was  the  possessor  of  800  acres.  In  1878 
he  left  the  farm  and  removed  to  Bloomington  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  the  children  who  had 
grown  up  around  him.  This  being  accomplished  he 
returned  to  Odell,  where  he  felt  most  at  home,  and 
put  up  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  commodious 
dwellings  in  the  place.  Here  he  has  since  resided, 
and  there  are  few  permanent  residents  of  the  towni 
who  are  not  familiar  with  the  form  of  Mr.  Metz, 
and  with  the  fact  of  his  being  one  of  its  most  sub- 
stantial and  reliable  citizens. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metz, 
Seward,  a  plasterer  l)y  trade,  is  a  resident  of  Chi- 
cago; Callie  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Thomas 
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E.  and  Ernest  carry  on  the  farm  in  Union  Town- 
ship; William  is  a  practicing  attorney  of  Wyo- 
ming Territory;  f^dmiind  is  in  the  insurance  and 
real-estate  business  at  Odell;  Calvin,  Louisa  P. 
and  Florence  L.  are  deceased. 


<|i  n^ILLIAM  CHAMBERS,  one  of  the  pnblic- 
\r\j/}  spirited  men  of  Saunemin  Town.ship,  1ms 
Vy  \y  contributed  his  full  quota  toward  its  busi- 
ness and  agricultural  interests.  In  glancing  at  the 
results  of  a  comnumity  of  entei  prising  men  it  may 
perhaps  be  dirtieult  to  single  out  one  who  has 
achieved  more  than  anc  )ther,  but  were  he  taken  from 
his  place  the  vacancy  would  at  once  be  apparent. 
This  gentleman,  although  perhaps  not  the  hero  of 
any  very  thrilling  event,  has  pursued  the  even  tenor 
of  his  way  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  and  has 
jH'oved  himself  an  important  factor  in  establishing  the 
reputation  of  his  locality  as  a  desiralile  place  of  resi- 
dence and  as  one  which  has  been  settled  up  by  a  class 
of  wide-awake  and  reliable  men. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Chambers  lies  on  section  4, 
and  includes  a  tract  of  choice  land  under  good 
cultivation,  with  suitable  buildings  and  all  the  con- 
A'eniences  requii-ed  by  the  modern  farmer.  His 
early  home  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in 
Lincolnshire,  England,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  March  1 4,  1 844.  His  parents,  George 
and  Jane  Chambers,  were  also  natives  of  England, 
and  the  mother  died  there  when  her  sou  William 
was  a  lad  five  years  of  age.  The  father  then  decided 
to  emigrate,  and  accompanied  by  his  familj',  took 
passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool  on  the  1 2th 
of  April,  1853,  amving  in  New  York  City  on  the 
3d  of  June  following.  Thence  the}'  removed  directly 
to  Fountain  Count}-,  Ind.,  where  the  father  emjiloyed 
himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  in  order  to 
support  his  famil3%  In  1 850  he  came  with  his  family 
to  this  county,  of  which  our  subject  has  since  been  a 
resident,  together  with  the  father,  who  now  makes 
his  home  at  Saunemin,  where  he  has  lived  for  the 
last  twenty-three  j'ears. 

Young  Chambers  commenced  earh'  in  life  to  do 
^  '  for   himself,  and  being  of   an  enterprising  turn  of 
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mind,  resolved  ujion  having  a  farm  of  his  own  a.s 
soon  as  hard  work  would  accomplish  it.  ^\'ill•ll  liut 
a  youth  he  commenced  breaking  i)rairie  with  an  ox- 
team  on  the  ju'esent  site  of  Saunemin  Village.  His 
[ilans,  however,  like  those  of  many  (jthers,  were 
broken  in  uixm  by  the  Rebellion,  and  in  August, 
18(12,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  121)th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  with  his  (Munriidcs  was  assigned  to  guard 
duty  along  the  Louis\  iile  cVr  Nashville  Railroad 
until  in  February.  l.s(;4.  He  wa>  tlicn  transferred 
to  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman,  and  fought  .-it 
Resaca  and  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  besides  being  in 
the  entire  campaign  in  the  southeast,  including  the 
march  to  the  sea.  Subsequently  he  was  detailed 
from  his  company  on  a  foraging  expedition  which 
extended  the  entire  distance  from  Atlanta  to  the 
sea.  Some  days  they  marched  as  many  as  fifty 
miles,  carrying  a  knapsack  and  often  lea-\ing  the 
lines  to  obtain  provisions.  Mr.  Chambers,  however, 
was  blessed  with  a  good  constitution,  and  although 
many  times  in  the  midst  of  danger  and  death,  he 
escaped  without  serious  injury,  with  the  exception 
of  being  struck  by  the  bark  of  a  tree  while  on  picket 
duty  in  front  of  Atlanta,  the  tree  being  riddled  by 
shots  from  the  enemy.  At  Resaca  the  com|)anioiis 
of  Mr.  C.  on  b(jth  sides  of  him  fell,  one  dead  and 
the  other  wounded,  and  he  expected  each  moment 
would  be  his  last.  He  was  spared,  however,  and 
after  going  up  through  the  Carolinas,  particijjated  in 
the  grand  review  at  Washington,  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  June,  1865. 

Upon  returning  from  the  army  Mr.  Chambers 
located  in  Saunemin  Township,  entering  the  employ 
of  Spafford  Bros.  He  hauled  probablj- the  first  rails 
laid  in  fence  upon  their  farm,  and  first  broke  the 
sod  upon  the  land  now  owned  by  Tiiomas  Sjjafford 
and  at  this  time  occupied  by  an  orchard  of  choice 
apple  trees.  Mi'.  Chambers  remained  in  single  bles- 
sedness several  years  afterward,  but  in  the  meantime 
made  the  acquaiutance  of  Miss  Susan  P.  Potter,  of 
Will  Countj^  111.,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  the 
2d  of  March,  1873.  Mrs.  Chambers  was  born  in 
Will  County,  June  18,  1850,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Mary  Potter,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  now 
residing  in  this  toAni.ship.  Of  this  union  there  have 
been  bom  three  children,  namely.  Myrtle  J.,  l)orn 
July   22,  1876;  Ettie  M.,  born  Dec.  3,  1878,  and 
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died  Nov.   11,  l88o.  aud  Guy  H.,  born  May  15, 
1  .-^SO. 

The  Kepublirau  piiiuijiK's  in  whiili  Mr.  t'lianibiTfi 
had  beon  reared  were  strengthened  by  his  experience 
in  the  anny.  and  lie  is  a  member  in  good  stiinding  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Sannemin.  He  and  his  estim- 
able wife  are  popular  among  tlieir  neiglibors,  re- 
spected in  their  eomniiiiiity.  and  numbered  among 
its  most  wortliy  i)ei)pli'. 


HRISTOPHER  C.  ALLEN.  One  of  the 
neatest  farms  in  Pontiae  Township  is  lo- 
cated on  section  29,  adjoining  Pontiac,  and 
contains  iift\--one  acres.  This  farm  is  owned  bj' 
the  subject  of  this  slvetcb,  who  is  just  now  in  the 
prime  of  manhood,  and  is  the  head  of  an  interest- 
ing family  of  four  members.  His  farm  is  not  so 
large  as  those  which  belong  to  some  of  his  neigh- 
bors, but  it  is  just  as  productive,  and  to  till  it  ac- 
cording to  his  ideas  Iceeps  Mr.  Allen  busy,  wliile 
he  makes  every  rod  of  it  available  in  some  way. 
He  takes  great  pride  in  doing  well  whatever  he 
finds  to  do,  and  as  a  result,  his  crops  are  always 
abundant  and  his  domestic  animals  are  kept  in  ex- 
cellent condition. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  18th  of  December,  184o,  in  the  county 
of  Jeflferson.  He  is  a  son  of  Abel  and  Prudence 
Allen,  his  father  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  his 
mother  of  Tennessee.  His  ancestors,  on  both  sides, 
were  of  English  descent.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  j'oungest  child  of  his  father's  familj', 
which  consisted  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  five 
are  now  living:  Dr.  Joel  Allen,  of  Livingston 
County;  Jackson,  of  Hancock  County;  Lewis  V., 
of  Lincoln  Countj',  Wash.  Ter. ;  Henry  C,  of  Lo- 
gan County,  Col.,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Jefferson  County, 
and  received  an  excellent  common-school  educa- 
tion. His  boyhood  daj's  were  spent  exclusively 
upon  the  farm,  and  he  was  assiduous  in  his  assistance 
to  his  parents. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  1«71,  Mr.  Allen  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Anna  M.  Judd,  daughter  of  John  C. 
and  Sarah  Judd,  natives  of  Ohio.     She  was  born  in 


Lawrence  Count}-,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Hamilton 
County,  111.,  with  her  parents  when  but  two  years 
of  age,  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage.  They 
have  been  blessed  with  three  children :  Ethel  S., 
who  was  born  on  the  19th  of  June,  1873;  Nora  J., 
Aug.  22,  1875,  and  Ida  M.,  May  1,  1883. 

Our  subject  is  a  Re})ublican  in  politics,  and  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  all  inatters  which  enhance  the 
popularity  and  promote  the  prospects  of  that  grand 
old  party.  While  a  citizen  of  Jefferson  County  he 
served  acceptably  as  Clerk  of  Moore's  Prairie 
Township.  He  is  not  a  seeker  after  office,  and 
whatever  he  maj'  do  in  a  political  way  is  purely 
through  patriotism.  Mr.  Allen's  success  in  life  is 
very  largely  due  to  'ais  own  efforts,  and  since  mar- 
riage, to  the  cordial  support  given  him  in  all  his 
affairs  by  his  excellent  wife. 


LEXANDER    M<  INTOSH.      One    of   the 
(@/lJII    most  enterprising  and   successful    farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Rook's  Creek  Town- 
(^  ship  is  the  subject  of   this   sketch,    whose 

farm  is  located  on  section  7.  Mr.  Mcintosh  was 
born  in  Scotland  on  the  19th  of  June,  1821,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  June,  1851, 
and  almost  immediately  upon  his  arrival  located  in 
Marshall  Count}',  111.,  where  he  purchased  land  and 
carried  on  farming  for  about  five  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  sold  his  lands  and  moved  to  Put- 
nam County.  In  that  county  he  had  mail  con- 
tracts and  engaged  in  various  occupations  for  about 
fifteen  years,  in  the  meantime  indulging  in  a  little 
land  speculation.  On  the  1st  of  March,  1870,  he 
located  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Mcintosh  was  married,  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1851,  to  Emma  Gillespie,  in  Marshall  County. 
They  have  had  six  children :  John  C,  who  was 
married,  Oct.  10,  1883,  to  Miss  Nellie  L.  Mclntire, 
and  has  one  child,  Alfred  A.:  Thomas  M.,  Alex- 
ander G.,  Alfred  A.,  Frank  E.  aud  William  G. 
Thomas  married  Beatrice  Fyffe,  Dec.  25,  1882,  and 
has  one  child,  Emma  L. ;  Alexander  G.  and  Alfred 
A.  are  dead;  ^^'illianl  G.  lost  his  hearing  when 
about  nine  months  old,  and  has  been  educated 
at  the  school  for  mules,  at  Jacksonville,  from  which 
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institution  he  was  graduated  in  1886,  and  is  now  at- 
tending National  College,  in  Washington  Citj%  D. 
C.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  fourth  child 
in  a  family  of  five;  his  parents'  names  were  Daniel 
and  Isabel  (Grant)  Mcintosh;  the  former  was  born 
in  1 755  and  died  in  1 844,  the  latter  was  born  in  1 78(! 
and  died  in  1838.  His  brotliers  and  sisters  all  died 
in  Scotland  and  England.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Mc- 
intosh was  John  Gillespie,  a  native  of  Montrose, 
Scotland,  who  was  born  in  1794  and  died  in  1838. 
Her  mother's  name  was  Charlotte  A.  Merall,  and  she 
was  born  the  23d  of  November,  1794,  in  England. 
She  was  married  in  1829,  in  London.  Her  husband 
died  in  1838,  and  in  1842  she  was  married  a  second 
time,  and  removed  to  Illinois  in  the  year  1850. 
Mrs.  Mcintosh  finished  a  course  of  study  at  West- 
brook  House  Seminary,  which  included  French,  and 
she  was  graduated  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mr.  Mc- 
intosh was  educated  in  Scotland,  and  completed  a 
course  of  studj'  at  the  High  School  of  Scranton, 
Scotland. 

Mr.  Mcintosh  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
part3',  and  has  been  from  the  date  of  its  organiza- 
tion, having  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Free- 
mont,  in  1856.  He  has  occupied  several  minor 
offices,  and  is  now  serving  as  Road  Commissioner. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and 
has  been  a  Trustee  of  that  body  ever  since  it  was 
organized,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  erection 
of  the  building,  and  gives  liberally  for  the  support 
of  the  church. 


-^»;^ 


jj^^— «5,S- 


ENRY  HORNBECK.  Some  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  progressive  farmers  of  Illinois 
came  from  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  a  county 
which  is  located  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
that  State,  bordering  on  West  Virginia,  which  is 
drained  by  the  Monongahela  and  Youghiogheny, 
and  Redstone  Creek.  The  surface  is  finely  diver- 
sified with  valleys,  hills,  and  two  long  ridges  called 
Laurel  Hill  and  Chestnut  Ridge.  A  large  part  of 
the  county  is  covered  with  forests  in  which  the 
sugar  maple  abound.  The  soil  is  fertile,  and  pro- 
duces corn,  oats,    wheat  and    hay,   so  the  Fayette 


County  man  locating  in  Illinois  does  not  leave  his 
native  home  beeanse  of  bai-enessof  soil  and  predom- 
inance of  rocky  hills.  l)ut  comes  West  where  he 
can  find  a  broader  scope  for  action  than  he  could 
have  had  in  the  more  densely  settled  State  of 
Pennsylvania;  and  this  was  the  motive  which 
brought  Mr.  Hornbeek,  who  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  21,  Indian  Grove  Township,  to 
Livingston  County.  He  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  4th  of  October,  1831,  and  is 
the  son  of  Abraham  D.  and  Esther  (Dobbs)  Horn- 
beck,  who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Peiuisyl- 
vania  respectively.  The  father  was  of  German 
ancestry  and  was  born  in  1808,  dying  in  Livingston 
Countj'  on  the  10th  o/  October,  1878.  He  was  a 
merchant  and  hotel-keeper,  and  at  times  during 
his  life  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  about  1870  he 
came  to  Illinois,  having  lost  his  wife  in  1805,  and 
died  in  this  place.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth 
and  more  than  ordinary  ability,  which  in  all  politi- 
cal matters  was  devoted  to   the  Democratic  party. 

Henry  Hornbeek  lived  in  a  village  until  he  was 
twenty-six  years  old,  when  he  came  West,  and 
settled  in  Livingston  County  in  1857,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  of  quarrying  stone  for  a 
period  of  about  twenty  years.  His  first  purchase 
of  land  occurred  in  1861,  and  consisted  of  forty 
acres,  to  which  he  has  from  time  .added  until  his 
farm  now  consists  of  190  acres  which  he  has  taken 
great  care  to  cultivate  after  the  best  methods  and 
improve  by  the  erection  of  commodious  and  well- 
equipped  buildings. 

Mr.  Hornbeek  was  married,  on  the  3d  of  January, 
1878,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Harrison,  who  was  boin  in 
Livingston  County  on  the  4th  of  March,  1842,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Isam  and  Polly  A.  (Spenee) 
Moore,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  born  on  the  1 8th  t>f 
June,  1818,  and  is  still  living;  the  mother  was  l)orn 
on  the  3d  of  December,  1826;  and  they  are  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he 
being  a  Class-Leader  and  exhorter  for  many  years. 
The  names  of  their  four  children  are:  James  I. 
Sarah  J.,  Susannah  K.  and  John  H.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Hornbeek  have  had  five  children — Hank  B. ; 
Davis  B.,  deceased;  Harvey,  Bessie  and  Daisy. 
Mrs.  Hornbeek  was  twice   married,   the  first  union 
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being  with  Preston  Hairisou,  in  1860,  by  wLom 
she  had  six  children — Annie  E.,  Riciiard  I.,  Rosina, 
Benjamin  A.,  James  X.,  deceased,  and  Lillie.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Horubeck  came  to  Illinois  in  1833, 
and  located  in  Livingston  Countj-,  where  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Polly  A.  Spenee,  who  was  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1832.  Mr. 
Moore,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Ilornbeck,  is  the  owner 
of  fifty-three  and  one-half  acres  of  laud,  is  a  Green- 
b.icker  in  i)olitics,  and  for  fift^-three  years  has  been 
a  member  of  the  ^Methodist  Episcoi^al  Chnrch. 
Henry  Hornbeck  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  In- 
di.in  Grove  Township,  a  representative  of  her  prog- 
ress, and  a  firm  believer  in  her  material  prosperity 
in  the  future.  He  is  a  man  of  the  largest  liberalit}' 
in  his  political  views,  and  never  permits  himself  to 
he  bound  bj-  the  dictates  of  political  caucuses. 

_^J> -o^o.  ;'ci^[!>\-^@-o*o. <<-— 

WARREN  H.  DANFORTH,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  reliable  farmers  of  Owego 
Township,  is  pleasantlj'  located  ou  section 
10,  where  he  owns  eightj'  acres  of  laud,  upon  which 
he  is  operating  after  the  most  improved  modern 
methods.  He  commenced  in  life  with  little  or  no 
means,  but  by  the  exercise  of  his  inherent  industr}' 
and  good  judgment,  has  attained  to  a  good  position 
among  his  fellow-men,  both  socially  and  financially. 
Mr.  Danforth  is  of  New  England  birth  and  par- 
entage, his  earliest  recollections  being  of  a  spot  in 
Worcester  County,  Mass.,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  May  27,  1844.  His  parents, 
George  P.  and  Fidelia  (Royers)  Danforth,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Bay  State,  and  the  descendants  of 
excellent  English  ancestry,  who.se  first  representa- 
tives in  this  country  came  over  in  the  Mayflower 
with  tiie  Pilgrim  Fathers.  George  and  Fidelia  Dan- 
forth became  the  parents  of  two  children  only — 
Ella  M.  and  \i^arreu  II.,  our  subject.  The  mother 
[Kissed  away  when  the  latter  was  a  little  lad  five 
years  of  age,  and  he  was  then  taken  in  charge  by 
relatives.  Seven  years  later  he  came  with  his  father 
and  oti)er  members  of  tiie  family  to  Woodford 
Count}',  this  State,  at  an  early  period  in  its  history'. 
He  was  there  reai'ed  to   manhood,  and   received  a 


limited  education  in  the  pioneer  schools.  In  com- 
mon with  the  other  settlers  of  that  time,  they  en- 
dured hardship  and  privation,  but  were  made  of 
the  stern  stuff  which  characterized  the  people  of 
that  day,  in  whose  vocabulary  there  was  no  such 
word  as  "fail."  They  had  come  to  establish  a  home 
in  the  waste  places,  and  set  themselves  resolutely 
about  the  task  before  thom.  The  comfortable  sur- 
roundings which  were  built  up  gradually  from  the 
primitive  soil,  attested  in  due  time  how  successful 
they  had  been  in  their  undei  taking,  and  constituted 
a  rich  reward  for  that  which  they  had  endured. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  farmer  his  entire  life, 
commencing  at  an  early  age  to  mark  out  his  future 
career.  One  of  his  most  important  undertakings 
was  his  marriage,  which  occurred  before  he  had 
reached  his  twenty-fourth  year,  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1868,  his  chosen  bride  being  Miss  Mary  A. 
Greene,  and  the  wedding  taking  place  in  Minonk. 
Mrs.  Danforth  was  born  in  Renssel.aer  Count}-,  N. 
y.,  Aug.  8,  1846,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Natlian 
and  Sarah  (Main)  Greene,  who  were  of  New  En- 
gland birth  and  parentage.  They  emigrated  West 
during  the  fifties,  and  located  in  Woodford  County, 
this  State,  among  the  pioneer  settlers.  They  have 
since  jiassed  to  their  long  home,  the  death  of  the 
mother  occurring  in  18.57,  and  that  of  the  father  in 
1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Danforth  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  George  N.,  born  Feb.  26, 
1869:  Frank  L.,  July  16,  1870;  Minnie  E.,  April 
9,  1878;  Perry  W.,  Sept.  12,  1885,  and  Charles  E., 
Feb.  26, 1875.  The  last  named  died  when  less  than 
ten  years  old,  Nov.  2,  1884.  Our  subject,  in  1874, 
came  with  his  family  to  this  county,  locating  first 
in  Eppard's  Point  Township,  wiiere  he  resided  five 
years,  and  then  ]iurchased  his  present  farm.  This 
comprises  eigiity  acres  of  fertile  land  which  yields 
in  abundance  the  choicest  crops  of  the  Prairie  State. 
Tiie  residence  with  its  adjacent  buildings  is  neat 
and  substantial  in  appearance,  the  farm  stock  well 
fed  and  well  cared  for,  and  the  machinery  all  that 
is  required  for  the  successful  operation  of  the  farm. 
Mr.  Danforth  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  in  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manner,  is  held  in 
high  respect  as  a  member  of  society,  and  for  several 
3'ears  lias  been  a  Deacon  and  Trustee  in  the  Baptist 
Church.     He  meddles  little  with  politics,  but  uni- 
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formly  casts  a  straight  Republican  vote  at  the  gen- 
eral elections.  His  snug  little  property  is  the  ac- 
cumulation of  his  own  industry. 

NTON  HUBER  is  comfortably  located  on 
^'£jj  a  160-acre  farm  on  section  23,  in  Waldo 
|l\  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  stock- 
raising,  in  additi<.in  to  general  farming. 
He  was  born  in  the  Grand  Dukedom  of  Baden, 
Germany,  on  the  loth  of  May,  1822,  and  is  the  sou 
of  Fidele  and  Theresa  (Stetter)  Hulier.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of  sis,  only  one  of 
whom  besides  himself  ever  came  to  America.  This 
brother,  Joseph,  was  married,  and  died  in  Peoria, 
111.,  Jan.  22,  1885,  leaving  five  children. 

Mr.  Huber  was  reared  in  the  town  of  Stockach, 
where  he  was  educated  in  his  native  language  in 
the  common  schools.  His  father  was  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  and  with  him  he  served  an  apprenticeship, 
and  followed  that  occupation  during  his  residence 
in  GermanJ^  Aug.  4,  1847,  Mr.  Huber  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Kleiner,  daughter  of  George  and 
Ida  (Waltz)  Kleiner,  of  Stockach,  Germany.  Ho 
continued  to  live  in  Germany  for  six  years  after 
his  marriage,  and  during  this  time  four  children 
were  born.  In  October,  1853,  he  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica, and  landed  at  New  York  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber. He  did  not  tarry  there  but  proceeded  to 
Peoria  County,  111.,  where  a  brother  resided.  He 
remained  in  that  county  and  followed  his  trade  for 
five  years.  In  1858  he  removed  to  El  Paso,  Wood- 
ford County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  brewer}' 
business,  and  in  which  he  continued  for  nine  years. 
He  disposed  of  this  business  in  the  fall  of  1866, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1867  moved  to  his  present 
home  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land.  In  1881  he  bought  eight}- 
acres  more,  and  now  has  a  good  and  valuable  farm, 
which  is  well  drained  by  tile  ditches,  and  on  which 
are  located  good  and  convenient  buildings.  Pre- 
vious to  his  marriage,  above  recorded.  Mi-.  Huber 
~  was  married  on  the  16th  of  May,  1846,  to  Caroline 
Klotz,  who  died  on  the  14th  of  February,  1847. 
'     The  result  of  this  marriage  was  one  child,  Caroline, 
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Born  Feb.  9,  1 847.  She  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Stuckel,  a  farmer  who  lives  in  Montgomery  County, 
Kan.,  and  they  have  six  children.  By  Mr.  Huber's 
second  marriage  there  were  born  nine  children, 
whose  record  is  as  follows:  John  died  in  infancy; 
John  (2d),  born  April  12,  1850,  married,  has  three 
children,  and  lives  on  the  home  farm ;  Josephine, 
born  Dec.  27,  1851,  and  died  in  infancy;  Polly, 
born  June  7,  1853,  and  died  in  London  when  her 
parents  were  en  route  to  America;  Polly  (2d), 
born  Oct.  9,  1854,  in  Peoria,  111.,  married  John 
Pfeffinger,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  'Waldo 
Township;  Joseph,  born  Feb.  8,  1857,  and  died  in 
infancy;  Mary  Ida,  born  Oct.  13,  1858,  married 
Adam  Jacob  Schreck,  has  three  children,  and  lives 
in  Waldo  Township;  Wilhelmina,  born  Jan.  3, 
1862,  and  lives  at  home;  Rosina,  born  Feb.  24, 
1864,  married  Hugo  Hendricks,  and  lives  in  McLean 
Count}'.  Mrs.  Huber  was  born  Jan.  16,  1822;  she 
is  now  sixty -six  years  of  age  but  is  as  spry  and 
active  as  a  woman  of  forty.  Mr.  Huber  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  has  held  the  offices  of  Road 
Commissiom^r  three  years.  Township  Clerk  nine 
years.  Assessor  five  years,  and  School  Director  for 
six  years.  He  was  reared  a  member  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  but  is  very  liberal  and  tolerant  in  his 
religious  views.  Since  his  residence  in  Livingston 
County,  by  his  many  sterling  qualities  he  has  pop- 
ularized himself  with  the  people  of  the  county. 

ARRY  HILL,  deceased,  late  of  Pontiac 
Sj^  Township,  was  born  in  Miami  County.  Ohio, 
Jan.  21,  1835.  His  parents,  Henry  and 
Sarah  A.  Hill,  were  also  natives  of  the  Buck- 
eye State.  They  came  to  Livingston  County  when 
their  son  was  a  young  man  during  the  early  settle- 
ment of  Central  Illinois,  and  built  up  a  home  from 
the  uncultivated  soil,  experiencing  in  common  with 
hundreds  of  others  the  hardships  and  difficulties  of 
that  time. 

Mr.  Hill  received  a  common-school  education 
and  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  July  4,  1863,  with  Miss  Emeline, 
daughter  of  Philip  Rollins,  a  pioneer  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  whose  biography  appears  elsewhere 
__ ^ ■» 
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in  this  volume.  Of  this  union  there  were  four  chil- 
dren: Carey  "\V.,  born  Feb.  16,  1864,  was  married 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Smith,  Jan.  23,  1887;  Nettie  was 
born  Feb.  10,  1866;  Tillie  L.,  Nov.  7,  1875,  and 
Harr\-  L.,  Aug.  8,  1878. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  after  their  marriage  located  on 
a  tract  of  land  which  constitutes  the  present  home 
of  the  widow,  and  which  now  includes  a  comforta- 
ble farm  residence  with  good  barns  and  out-build- 
iugs.  Mr.  Hill  labored  industriouslj'  and  built  up 
a  worthj'  record  as  a  member  of  society,  the  head 
of  a  family,  and  a  man  interested  in  everything 
that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  his  community. 
He  departed  this  life  at  the  homestead  Aug.  11, 
1881,  when  in  the  prime  of  life,  forty-six  years  of 
age.  He  left  to  his  family  a  comfortable  property, 
120  acres  of  land  under  good  cultivation  with  the 
improvements  already  mentioned.  The  farm  is 
now  carried  on  by  Carey  W.  Mrs.  Hill  is  a  lady 
greatly  respected  among  her  neighbors,  and  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Her  chil- 
dren are  being  carefully  reared  and  well  educated, 
and  the  family  rank  among  the  worthy  and  sub- 
stantial residents  of  Pontiac  Township. 


JOSEPH  M.  PORTER.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  biography,  and  who  is  a 
representative  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  occu- 
pies a  fine  homestead  on  section  19,  Owcgo 
Township,  where  he  is  comfortably  situated,  and  is 
in  the  possession  of  all  the  comforts  of  life  and 
manj'  of  its  luxuries.  The  worldly  goods  of  which 
he  is  possessed  have  been  accumulated  solely  by 
the  exercise  of  his  own  industry,  as  he  never  re- 
ceived any  legacy  to  assist  him  on  the  high  road  to 
prosperity'.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Prairie 
State  for  a  pei'iod  of  twenty-seven  years,  and  {lur- 
ing that  tiinchas  established  for  himself  areputatlon 
as  a  fair  and  honest  ni;in  and  a  good  citizen. 

The  subject  of  this  bi(jgraphical  sketch  is  a  na- 
tive of  Licking  County,  (.'hio,  and  was  born  on 
the    lltth   r,f  .linic,    1«;)7.     lie    is  the  son  of   David 


and  Elizabeth  Porter,  natives  of  Pennsj'lvania  and 
Virginia  respectively,  who  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive: 
John,  of  Livingston  Count3' ;  Joseph ;  Jane,  wife  of 
William  Priest,  of  Licking  County,  Ohio;  Martha, 
wife  of  Morgan  Willey,  of  Licking  County;  Ezra 
N.,  of  Licking  County;  Matthew  T.,  of  Ohio; 
Perry,  of  Pontiac,  111. ;  Francis  M.,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  Civil  War;  and  Minerva,  wife  of 
Garrett  Gifford,  of  Linn  County,  Kan. 

Until  after  attaining  his  majority  Mr.  Porter  re- 
mained in  his  native  State,  devoting  his  time  to 
work  upon  the  farm,  and  when  it  was  possible  for 
him  to  do  so,  attended  the  common  schools  in  his 
sectionjof  the  State,  and  succeeded  in  securing  a 
fair  common-school  education.  Preceding  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois,  which  event  occurred  in  1860, 
he  engaged  in  school-teaching  for  four  tei-ms. 
Upon  his  arrival  in  Illinois  he  went  directly  to 
Livingston  County,  where  he  procured  employ- 
ment in  Owego  Township,  and  in  1874  settled  upon 
his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since  continuously 
resided. 

Mr.  Porter  was  married,  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1861,  to  Elizabeth  M.  Porter,  daughter  of  Luther 
Porter,  of  Vermont,  and  she  had  also  been  en- 
gaged in  the  occupation  of  teaching  for  several 
years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  have  been  born 
six  children,  two  of  wliom,  John  W.  and  Eva  J., 
are  living,  the  four  deceased  being  as  follows: 
Rosa  B.,  David  L.,  Fratik  E.  and  Milo.  Mr.  Por- 
ter and  his  wife  are  both  zealous  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  as  is  Jilso  their  daughter,  and 
at  the  present  time  he  is  serving  as  Trustee  of  the 
church,  both  being  respected  members  of  society, 
and  on  account  of  their  amiability  are  much  be- 
loved by  their  neighliors.  Mr.  P.  is  now  officiating 
as  President  of  the  Owego  Township  Sabbath- 
School  Association,  in  which  he  takes  a  great  in- 
terest, and  also  devotes  much  time  to  the  cause  of 
temperance  and  his  church.  So  far  as  politics  go 
he  has  use  for  no  otlier  party  than  the  one  which 
will  prohibit  tlie  manufacture  and  sale  of  ardent 
and  malt  li(iuors.  Mr.  Porter  has  served  as  Clerk 
of  Owego  Township,  as  Tax  Collector  for  one  year, 
and  Trustee  of  the  Owego  Township  schools  for 
over  twenty  years.     In  the  discharge  of  the  duties     T 
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of  these  various  offices  his  sound  judgment  and 
practical  knowledge  of  affairs  have  stood  him  well 
in  hand. 


;¥p*>  ICHARD  HANNA,  a  resident  of  the  Pr.ai- 
IIL^  rie  State  for  the  last  thirty-seven  3'ears,  has 
!^\  spent  the  most  of  his  time  since  coming 
W^'  here  in  this  county.  He  is  now  pleasantly 
locatetl  on  section  27,  Indian  Grove  Township, 
where  he  has  120  acres  of  valuable  land  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  with  a  neat  and  commod- 
ious dwelling,  a  good  barn  and  all  the  other  farm 
buildings  required  by  the  progressive  agricultur- 
ist. He  has  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  this  and 
Belle  Prairie  Townships,  having  held  the  offices  of 
Collector,  Commissioner  of  Highways,  School  Treas- 
urer and  Director,  and  while  in  Belle  Prairie  Town- 
ship, adjoining,  was  a  member  of  the  County  Board 
of  Supervisors  four  terms,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee.  He  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  the  offices  to  which  he  has  been  called  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner,  and  comprises  no  unim- 
portant factor  of  an  intelligent  community. 

Mr.  Hanna  is  the  scion  of  an  excellent  old  fam- 
ily of  Welsh  and  Irish  descent,  whose  ancestors 
settled  in  Penns3'lvania  more  than  a  century  ago. 
He  was  born  in  Faj'ette  County,  that  State,  Nov. 
26,  1825,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Sineah  (Will- 
iams) Hanna,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State. 
Jesse  Hanna  was  born  in  Fayette  County  in  1801, 
and  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Belle  Prairie 
Township,  in  the  fall  of  1868.  In  addition  to 
general  farming  he  was  also  a  stock-trader  of  con- 
siderable note,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  had 
been  a  resident  of  Illinois  for  a  period  of  eighteen 
3'ears,  having  come  here  in  1850.  He  located  first 
in  Woodford  County,  whence  he  removed  five 
years  later  to  Belle  Prairie,  which  remained  his  per- 
manent home.  He  also  was  Supervisor  of  Belle 
Prairie  Township  and  served  as  Assessor  and 
Treasurer,  besides  holding  the  other  offices.  The 
Baptist  Church  recognized  in  him  one  of  its  chief 
pillars,  and  he  was  ever  a  liberal  and  cheerful  con- 
tributor to  those  enterpi'ises  calculated  for  the  good 
of  the  communitj'. 


The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  Feb. 
25,  1824.  The  mother  was  born  in  February,  1801, 
and  survived  her  husband  six  years,  her  death  tak- 
ing place  in  1 875.  She  was  a  lady  who  enjoyed 
the  highest  esteem  of  all  who  knew  her,  being  re- 
markably kind  and  gentle  in  disposition,  and  ful- 
filling in  all  respects  her  duties  as  a  wife  and 
mother,  rearing  her  children  carefully,  and  instill- 
ing in  them  those  principles  which  are  the  basis  of 
all  good  citizenship.  The  household  included 
eight  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely  :  Richard  ; 
Thomas,  now  deceased ;  Johanna,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Richard  Crouch,  died  June  4,  1887;  Will- 
iam, deceased;  Mary,  David,  Robert;  Margaret, 
the  wife  of  George  R.  Conn ;  Alpheus,  Nancy, 
James  and  John  M.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  of  Irish  birth  and  parentage,  and 
emigrated  to  this  country  in  1774,  in  time  to  serve 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  mar- 
ried a  Welsh  lad\%  and  the}'  spent  their  last  years 
in  Pennsylvania. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He 
came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  in  1850.  Five 
years  before,  however,  he  had  left  the  farm  and 
engaged  at  boiler-making  at  Pittsburgh  three  years, 
and  for  two  years  afterward  was  with  the  firm  of 
Lippincott  &  Co.,  shovel  manufacturers  in  the 
same  city.  He  was  first  married  in  Erie  County, 
Pa.,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Miller,  a  native  of  Crawford 
County,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren— Leslie  P.  and  Jessie  F.  the  latter  died  in 
infancy.  Leslie,  who  is  a  youth  of  more  than  or- 
dinary intelligence,  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  Wes- 
leyan  University  at  Bloomington,  in  the  Sopho- 
more class,  and  seems  naturally  adapted  for  the 
legal  profession.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  at  her  home,  Sept.  18,  1865.  Mr.  Hauna  was 
subsequently  married,  in  1872,  to  Miss  Phebe  A., 
the  daughter  of  Owen  D.  and  Ann  (Thompson) 
Hanna.  She  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
Jan.  16,  1849.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio  respectively,  the  father  born 
Oct.  5,  1819,  and  the  mother  Dec.  14,  1822.  They 
were  married  Feb.  20,  1844.  They  reside  in  Piatt 
County.  The  parental  household  included  eight 
children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy  unn.amed. 
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The  others  were  named  respectively,  Mary  E.,  Al- 
bert J.,  Phebe  A.,  Sarah  E.,  Samuel  L.,  Benjamin 
F.  and  Stephen  A. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna  are  the  parents  of  four 
children — Orestes  D.,  Edna  H..  Harold  A.  and  Liz- 
zie E.  Mr.  H.  is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  was  one  of  the  five  who  organ- 
ized the  societ}'  at  Fairbury  in  1858.  He  was  at 
that  time  appointed  Clerk,  and  has  since  been  one 
of  the  most  liberal  and  cheerful  contributors  to  the 
support  of  the  cause. 

/p^  PRINGER  DIXON  came  to  Livingston 
^^^  County  in  1866,  and  has  since  been  a  resi- 
(j\/_^)  dent  of  Forest  Township.  Since  coming 
to  the  West  he  has  resided  in  Iowa  and 
several  localities  in  Illinois,  but  was  not  quite  satis- 
fied with  any  of  them  until  he  stopped  in  Forest 
Township,  where  he  will  probably  spend  the  bal- 
ance of  his  days.  He  owns  and  occupies  one  of 
the  most  ample  farms  of  the  county,  which  consists 
of  400  acres,  and  every  acre  of  it  is  rich,  product- 
ive ground.  Mr.  Dixon  is  a  native  of  Fayette 
Count}',  Pa.,  and  was  born  March  1,  1833.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  James  Dixon,  was  a  native  of 
the  North  of  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
when  a  3'oung  man  and  married  Miss  Montgomery. 
Of  six  children,  the  third  also  bore  the  name  of 
James,  and  he  was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Mr.  James  Dixon  in  early  life  engaged  in  a 
woolen  factorj',  and  aft(;rward  became  a  merchant, 
in  which  line  of  business  he  obtained  success.  The 
later  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  farming,  and 
he  died  in  Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of  about  sixty- 
six  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Lucy 
Ann  Springer,  who  was  also  born  in  Fayette  Count}', 
Pa.  She  was  of  Dutch  ancestry,  but  the  Springers 
settled  in  Delaware  previous  to  the  Revolutionary 
War.     She  was  the  mother  of  four  children. 

Mr.  Springer  Dixon  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  day,  and  during  his  boyhood  and 
j-oung  manhood  assisted  his  father  in  coiiducting 
the  affairs  of  the  store.  In  the  spring  of  18.54  he 
^vas  married  to  Mary  Sampe}',  a  daughter  of  James 


and  Rebecca  Sampey,  who  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Pa.  In  the  spring  of  1855  Mr.  Djjcon, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  emigrated  to  Davenport, 
Iowa,  where  be  worked  in  a  sawmill  and  gristmill 
for  about  two  years.  He  then  removed  to  Putnam 
Count}',  111.,  where  he  rented  land  and  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  time.  He  afterward  removed  to  La- 
Salle  County,  and  from  there  came  to  Livingston 
County  in  1866,  and  settled  in  Forest  Township, 
locating  on  his  present  farm  four  years  later.  He 
now  owns  400  acres  of  land,  and  engages  exclus- 
ively in  raising  grain.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon 
have  been  born  six  children — Charles,  Lincoln, 
George,  Ellen,  James  and  Adeline.  In  their  relig- 
ious beliefs  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  are  adherents  of 
the  doctrines  taught  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  they  are  active  members.  Polit- 
ically, Mr.  Dixon  is  a  Republican,  and  gives  to  the 
men  and  measures  of  that  party  a  hearty  support. 
In  all  their  conditions  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon  are  hap- 
pily situated.  Their  large  and  productive  farm 
affords  them  remunerative  crops.  With  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  and  with  loving  children,  verily 
their  lines  are  cast  in  pleasant  places. 

-0.  _^=ES.  i^J^^e^^-* 


EDWARD  BUNTING,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  farming  in  Dwight  Township, 
this  State,  comes  of  a  family  of  English 
origin.  He  was  born  in  Stanfleld,  Norfolk  Co., 
England,  in  18'27.  He  is  the  son  of  Robert  and 
Hannah  (Belcham)  Bunting,  who  spent  their  lives 
in  England,  where  they  were  engaged  in  farming. 
His  father  held  the  position  of  steward  of  the  same 
farm  for  a  period  of  forty  years.  Young  Edward 
spent  the  principal  part  of  his  time  at  work  upon 
tlie  farm  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and 
during  that  time  became  skilled  in  all  the  details 
of  practical  farming.  His  parents  afforded  him 
such  facilities  as  were  possible  for  acquiring  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  by  hard  study  and  close 
application  he  made  considerable  advancement. 

In  1853  Mr.  Bunting  was  married  to  Miss  Har- 
riet Place,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Hol- 
den)  Place,  of  Norfolk  County,  England.  In  a 
short  time  after   their  marriage  they  left  England 
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for  this  country,  in  company  with  three  brothers  of 
Mr.  Bunting.  His  brother  John  and  himself  were 
married  on  the  same  day,  and  together  with  their 
wives  took  passage  on  tlie  same  vessel.  After  a 
pleasant  and  safe  voyage  they  arrived  at  the  city 
of  New  York,  where  thej'  remained  a  short  time. 
Edward  and  his  wife  came  West,  first  stopping  in 
Ohio,  where  they  remained  for  nine  months,  during 
which  time  Mr.  Bunting  was  engaged  at  work  upon 
a  farm.  In  1854  he  moved  to  Illinois,  and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  DuPage  County,  where  he  remained 
until  1865,  and  then  moved  to  D wight  Township, 
Livingston  County,  and  rented  a  farm.  In  1880 
Mr.  Bunting  bought  160  acres  of  land  in  this  town- 
ship, where  his  son  Robert  now  resides. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bunting  have  had  three  children, 
all  of  whom  are  living — William  J.,  Robert  E.  and 
Frank  A.  J.  Frank  resides  at  home  with  his.par- 
ents;  Robert  E.  occupies  the  farm  above  named, 
and  William  J.  is  living  on  a  farm  in  Dwight  Town- 
ship. The  boys  partake  largely  of  the  characteris- 
tics of  the  father,  particularly  in  matters  of  enter- 
prise, economy  and  good  management.  They  are 
all  succeeding  in  the  enterprises  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  and  are  substantial  and  estimable  citizens. 


•  LFRED  DES  VOIGNE,  dealer  in  harness, 
i@ZUll  sewing-machines  and  organs  in  Odell,  thif^ 
county,  was  bc)rn  in  Switzerland  ou  the  9th 
of  Februarj',  1845,  and  was  the  onlj'  child 
of  John  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Colon)  Des  Voigne, 
who  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  although  the 
mother  was  of  French  blood.  The  father  was  a 
cabinet-maker  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion in  his  native  country  until  1845,  when  he  sailed 
from  Havre  to  America  and  landed  in  New  York, 
where  he  engaged  at  his  trade  and  remained  until 
his  death,  with  the  eseeptidii  i.if  a  few  years  spent 
in  the  West. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  licirn  in  Xcw  Ymk 
Citj',  where  he  attended  school  u\w  ^'car,  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Ottawa,  111.,  and  he  had  nf)  fur- 
ther opportunities  for  education.  He  was  engaged 
for  four  years  on  the  telegraph  line  for  the  million- 
nhv  C'aton,  and  then  came  to  Odell,  where    he    en- 


gaged at  hai-uess-making,  while  his  father  followed 
his  trade,  until,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  left 
home  and  set  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  went  to 
Peoria,  and  there  followed  his  trade  nearly  a  year. 
The  Civil  War  was  then  in  progress,  and  in  the 
month  of  May,  1S62,  he  enli.sted  hi  Companj'  F, 
68th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
service  at  Springfield.  This  regiment  was  uniformed 
and  drilled  as  a  Zouave  regiment,  and  was  composed 
exclusively  of  yoxnig  men,  most  of  whom  were 
reared  in  or  near  Bloom  ington.  They  were  first  sent 
to  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  the  first  engagement 
in  which  they  participated  was  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  where  the  regiment  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Stewart,  and  the  company  to  which 
the  suljject  of  this  sketch  belonged  was  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Moore.  The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered in  for  three  months,  but  served  in  the  Shen- 
andoah \'alley,  skirmishing  and  doing  guard  dutj', 
for  five  months,  and  was  then  ordered  to  Spring- 
field and  discharged. 

Mr.  Des  Voigiie  returned  to  his  work  at  his  trade 
in  Peoria,  but  six  mouths  later  he  went  to  St.  Louis 
and  enlisted  in  Company  F,  1st  Missouri  Light  Ar- 
tillery, which  was  commanded  b}^  Capt.  Morse. 
The  company  was  mustered  iu  at  St.  Louis,  and  sent 
by  boat  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  Memphis, 
thence  to  Helena,  Ark.,  and  on  to  Duvall's  Bluff,  to 
the  interioi'  of  Arkansas  on  White  River,  where  they 
remained  a  short  time  on  guard  duty.  They  then 
went  to  Little  Rock,  where  there  was  a  light  en- 
gagement with  the  rebels  under  Gen.  Marmaduke,  a 
detachment  of  Gen.  Price's  command.  Here  they 
made  their  headquarters  for  a  considerable  time,  de- 
fending the  city.  AH  the  troops  which  had  been 
concentrated  here  were  called  off  to  accompany 
Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea,  excepting 
twelve  artillery  companies  left  to  guard  the  city. 
The  rebel  General,  Price,  endeavored  to  checkmate 
Sherman  by  threatening  the  city,  but  the  artillery 
companies  impeded  his  progress  so  m\ich  bj'  felling 
trees  and  destroying  roads  that  he  was  unable  to  ac- 
complish his  purpose.  The  I'emainder  of  Mr.  Des 
A^oigiie's  service  was  with  these  eomi)anies,  guarding 
the  city  of  Little  Rock  and  skirmishing  in  the  sur- 
rounding country  until  Lee  and  Johnson  surren- 
dered their  armies.     Five  months  later   they    were 
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called  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  were  discharged,  and 
he  was  given  transportjition  home  to  Odell. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  oiir  subject  found 
himself  the  possessor  of  $500,  and  the  first  six 
mouths  after  his  return  he  went  tci  scIkmiI.  At  the 
close  of  this  school  term  he  opened  a  shop,  which 
he  sold  in  1873  and  went  to  Canton,  Ohit>,  where  he 
again  opened  a  shop,  but  remained  only  one  year. 
He  invested  some  money  in  land  in  this  county  on 
his  return,  which  proved  to  be  a  vcr}'  profitable 
transaction.  lie  then  erected  the  first  brick  build- 
uig  in  the  town  of  Odell,  and  he  now  ownis  one- 
fourth  of  the  block  in  which  his  business  is 
Conducted.  For  one  year  he  engaged  in  business 
in  Blooming-ton,  but  never  gave  up  his  interest  in 
Odell.  Besides  the  Inisiness  he  conducts  here  he  is 
largely  interested  in  western  lands,  and  now  owns 
more  than  1,000  acres  in  Nebraska  and  Kansas. 

Mr.  Des  Voigiie  was  married,  on  the  2Gth  of  De- 
cember, 1S68,  to  Adele  Chenot,  who  was  l)C)rn  in 
France,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Kat- 
rina  Chenot,  who  were  natives  of  France,  but  lie- 
came  residents  of  the  United  States  alumt  tlie  time 
of  the  war.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  named  Ida  and  George,  both  of 
whom  are  at  school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Des  Voigne  are 
supporters  of  the  Congxegational  faith,  and  are  act- 
ive in  all  matters  that  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  Mr.  Des  Voigne  is  not  verj^  active  in 
politics.  He  is  a  genial  man  in  his  social  intercoiu-se, 
and  has  a  good  and  kind  word  for  ever}'  one.  In 
business  aflfau-s  he  is  shrewd  and  enterprising,  and 
has  been  verj*  successful. 


DWAKD  A.  BANGS,  lianker  and  merchant 
at  Chatsworth,  is  the  oldest  business  man  of 

;  the  place,  having  located  here  in  18G1,  when 

the  present  thriving  village  was  an  unimportant 
hamlet.  He  spent  his  younger  years  upon  bis  fa- 
ther's farm  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his 
birth  took  place  Dec.  15,  1835.  He  has  made  good 
use  of  his  time  and  opportunities  and  po.ssesses 
those  manly  traits  of  character  which  have  made 
him  dignified  and  pleasing  in  manner,  and  indicate 
a  gentleman  born  and  Ijred.      He  is  also  of  that  se- 


date and  tiionghtful  mien  which  at  once  commands 
respect,  while  the  kindly  undercurrent  of  his  char- 
acter is  evident  here  and  there  as  he  walks  in  and 
out  among  his  fellow-citizens,  by  whom  he  is  held 
in  high  esteem. 

The  Bangs  familj'  is  of  pure  Elnglish  ancestr}^  of 
whom  the  first  representatives  in  this  country  crossed 
the  Atlantic  probably  200  years  ago.  The}'  located 
in  New  England  and  formed  a  large  proportion  of 
the  substantial  and  reliable  element  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Vermont.  Heman  Bangs,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  for  a  long  period  carried  on 
farming  and  stock-raising  in  the  Green  Mountain 
State,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  reared  a  fine  family  of  sons  and  daughters, 
among  them  being  Heman  A.,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  who  was  born  in  1779,  and  followed  farm- 
ing principally,  though  for  a  time  he  conducted  a 
hotel.  He  migrated  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  N. 
Y'.,  while  still  a  young  man,  and  was  there  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Almira  A.  Phillips,  a  native 
of  his  own  State.  They  resided  in  New  York  State 
until  1848,  then  removed  to  Sheboygan  County, 
Wis.,  and  thence  to  Illin()is  in  1851,  and  for  a  pe- 
riod of  nearly  twenty  years  were  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  Lake  County.  The  labors  of  Heman  Bangs 
were  rewarded,  and  he  became  the  possessor  of  a 
fine  property.  From  Lake  County  he  removed  to 
Chatsworth,  where  he  passed  his  declining  j'ears, 
retired  from  active  labor.  He  folded  Jiis  hands  for 
his  final  rest  in  March,  1884.  The  mother  is  still 
living  and  has  passed  her  eightieth  birthdav.  She 
resides  with  her  son  in  Wymore,  Neb. 

Heman  Bangs,  when  first  becoming  a  voter, 
identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  partj-,  but 
upon  the  organizatioi^  of  the  Republicans,  in  1856, 
wheeled  over  into  the  ranks  of  the  latter,  with 
whom  he  afterward  remained.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  business  capacities,  and  possessed  all  the  ele- 
ments of  good  citizenship.  Wiiile  a  resident  of 
the  Empire  State  he  served  as  Sheriff  of  Jefferson 
County,  and  wherever  he  made  his  ubiding-plaee 
was  recognized  as  a  valued  factor  in  the  commu- 
nity. 

The  parental  houseliold  of  our  subject  included 
six  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
Cliarles  CJ.,  a  skilled  mechanic,  is  at  Waukegan,  IJl. ; 
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his  sister,  Susan  C,  now  Mrs.  Whitmore,  also  re- 
sides tliere;  Edward  A.,  our  subject,  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth ;  Ann  C.  is  the  wife  of  A.  W. 
Thompson,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  George  is  a 
resident  of  Wymore,  Neb.,  and  JMilton,  of  Chats- 
worth,  this  county. 

The  earljr  educational  advantages  of  Mr.  Bangs 
were  somewhat  limited,  but  his  sound  common 
sense,  and  naturally  keen  observation,  provided 
him  with  a  good  education  for  business  and  society. 
He  was  a  youth  of  thirteen  years  when  the  family 
removed  from  New  York  to  Wisconsin,  and  he  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  during  their  :iuccess- 
ive  removals,  and  until  after  becoming  residents  of 
Chatsworth.  During  the  winter  of  1859  he  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  regions  of  Wisconsin,  and 
after  coming  to  Chatsworth  followed  for  a  fevv 
months  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  In  the  fall  of 
1861  he  became  associated  with  W.  E.  Est}',  and 
under  the  firm  name  of  Esty  &  Bangs,  they  estab- 
lished a  store  of  general  merchandise,  with  which 
Mr.  B.  has  since  been  connected.  Mr.  Esty  re- 
tired from  the  firm  in  1868,  and  after  that  time 
George  A.  Bangs  filled  his  place.  Our  subject 
established  a  private  bank  in  1877,  and  considering 
the  fact  that  he  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  his 
communitj'  and  the  people  of  Livingston  County, 
there  is  no  question  but  that  it  will  continue  in  the 
successful  manner  which  is  marking  the  first  j'ear 
of  its  operations. 

Mr.  Bangs  was  first  married  in  1863,  to  Miss 
Harriet  E.,  daughter  of  Moses  Esty,  and  •  formerly 
of  Lake  County,  ID.  Of  this  union  there  were  born 
two  children,  Frank  H.  and  Gay,  who  are  now 
twentj'-one  and  thirteen  3'ears  of  age.  The  mother 
of  these  sons  departed  this  life  at  her  home  in  Chats- 
worth in  1871.  Seven  years  later  IMr.  Bangs  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  M.  Crurapton,  daughter  of 
William  and  Nancy  Crurapton.  Mrs.  Bangs  was 
born  in  Maine,  in  18-12,  and  has  become  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Hal  C,  who  was  born  in  1878.  The 
family  residence  is  pleasantly  located,  and  is  a 
neat  and  shapely  structure,  full^'  in  keeping  with 
the  character  of  its  proprietor,  and  the  head  of  the 
family.  Mr.  Bangs  gives  his  attention  mainly  to 
his  business  concerns,  although  he  has  held  various 
local  offices,  and  is  warmly  interested  in  the  estab- 


lishment and  maintenance  of  schools,  and  is  now 
School  Treasurer.  He  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
lican ticket,  is  identified  with  the  Masons,  and  in 
matters  of  religion  is  a  Spiritualist  and  a  Free- 
thinker. 

^|;OHN  R.  BIG  HAM,  a  thrifty  farmer  and 
fruit-grower,  located  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  Livingston  County,  has  a  town  residence 
in  Chatsworth,  and  has  been  in  this  vicinity 
since  the  spring  of  1867.  His  first  recollections  are 
of  a  country  home  near  Hamilton,  Butler  Co.,  Ohio, 
where  his  birth  took  place  Oct.  27,  1831.  Since 
coming  to  this  State  he  has  engaged  mostly  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits,  making  a  specialty  of  fruit- 
growing, and  industriously  engaging  in  the  im- 
provement of  his  land,  which  comprises  eighty 
acres  on  section  4. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William 
Bigham,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Williamsburg,  Va.,  Nov. 
1,  1750,  and  when  a  young  man  removed  to  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  where  he  married  Miss  Mary 
Reed,  Nov.  25,  1779.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  thirteen  children,  of  whom  the  youngest, 
William,  born  April  12,  1802,  became  the  father  of 
our  subject.  William  Bigham,  Jr.,  in  due  time  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Butler  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  married,  first. 
Miss  Jane  Clark,  of  Hamilton  County.  This  lady 
died  soon  after  her  marriage.  His  second  wife  and 
the  mother  of  our  subject  was,  in  her  girlhood.  Miss 
Martha  C.  Ross,  who  was  born  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  Jan.  16,   1807. 

William  Bigham,  Jr.,  inherited  a  portion  of  his 
father's  farm  in  Butler  County,  where  he  remained, 
cultivating  the  soil,  until  he  rested  from  his  earthly 
labors,  Jan.  27,  1853.  The  mother  has  survived 
her  husband  for  a  period  of  thirty-four  years,  and 
is  now  living  with  her  son,  our  subject.  The  par- 
ental family  included  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
lived  to  reach  their  majority:  Lydia  became  the 
wife  of  Rev.  James  H.  Burns,  and  is  now  deceased; 
John  R.,  our  subject,  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth;  Caroline  died  in  Ohio,  aged  about  eighteen 
years;  William  Rossis  a  lumber  dealer  at  AVhite 
City,  Kan.;  Darvvin  L.  is  engaged  in  handling  ag- 
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lii-ultinal  implements  at  Redwood  Falls,  Minn., 
and  three  children  died  in  eail}^  life  while  the  par- 
ents resided  in  Ohio.  William  Bigham  was  a  true 
Christian  man,  and  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  for  a  period  of  thirty-five 
years,  and  in  1847  was  chosen  Elder,  to  succeed  his 
brother  who  had  died.  He  was  a  man  of  few 
word*,  of  quiet  and  unobtrusive  manner,  but  one 
in  whom  his  family  and  the  community  had  abso- 
lute confidence.  He  is  remembered  as  a  kind  hus- 
band, indulgent  parent  and  good  citizen. 

The  boyhood  and  youth  of  John  R.  Bigham  were 
spent  in  the  rural  districts,  where  he  entered  upon 
his  primary  studies,  and  afterward  completed  his 
education  in  the  academj'  at  Hamilton,  Ohio.  He 
remained  a  citizen  of  his  native  State  until  1856, 
and  then  concluded  to  seek  the  farther  West.  Af- 
ter his  arrival  in  this  State  he  purchased  a  quarter 
section  of  unimproved  land  near  El  Paso,  in  Wood- 
ford County,  to  which  he  gave  his  undivided  at- 
tention until  the  spring  of  1867.  Then  selling  out, 
he  removed  within  the  town  limits  of  Chatsworth 
and  took  possession  of  his  town  residence,  where 
he  has  gathered  around  him  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  In  coimection  with 
his  residence  property  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  val- 
uable land  within  the  town  limits,  where  he  gives 
full  scope  to  his  tastes  for  horticulture,  and  also 
raises  coi'n  and  vegetaliles.  Upon  this  he  has 
erected  a  neat  dwelling,  with  a  good  barn  and  the 
various  out-buildings  required  by  the  modern 
farmer,  the  whole  combined  making  one  of  the 
most  attractive  places  in  Chatsworth  Township. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  Bigham  took  place  at  Sparta, 
Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  11,  1859,  the  maiden 
of  his  choice  being  Miss  Rose  B.  Traxler,  who  was 
a  native  of  that  county  and  born  May  20,  183.3. 
Her  parents  were  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Kuhn) 
Traxler,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Nevv  York 
respectively,  and  now  deceased.  Of  this  union 
there  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  Rose  died 
in  1872,  when  eighteen  months  <jld.  Those  sur- 
viving are  Carrie,  Elizaljeth,  Kate,  William,  Mary 
and  John.  Mr.  Bigham  has  discharged  the  duties 
of  the  variou>  local  offices,  and  politically,  uni- 
formly votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  became 
connected  with    the    Presljyterian    Church    many 
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years  ago,  in  which  he  has  been  an  Elder  since  1860. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Coroner's  jury  which  held 
the  inquest  upon  the  remains  of  seventy-four  vic- 
tims, whose  death  was  occasioned  bj'  the  terrible 
railroad  disaster  at  Chatsworth,  and  which  calamity 
will  be  remembered  l\v  the  people  of  this  section 
for  many  years  to  come.  It  was  an  occasion  call- 
ing forth  the  S3'mpathies  of  the  whole  community, 
and  our  subject  was  equal  to  the  emergency  and, 
in  common  with  many  others,  assisted  as  far  as 
possible  in  mitigating  the  terrors  of  the  scene. 


LEXANDER  McKAY,  Treasurer  of  Liv- 
ingston Count3%  was  elected  to  his  respon- 

,,.  —  sible  office  in  November,  1886,  for  a  term 
\^  of  four  years.     He   is  a  gentleman  in  the 

prime  of  life,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
for  over  twenty  years.  His  native  city  was  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  where  he  began  life  on  the  3d  of 
January,  1842. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  James  and  Mary 
(McAllister)  McKay,  were  of  substantial  Scotch 
ancestry,  and  natives  of  Scotland,  as  were  also  the 
grandparents,  John  and  Margaret  (Campbell)  Mc- 
Kajf,  who  spent  their  lives  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, where  their  remains  now  lie  at  rest.  Their 
family  included  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  now 
living,  but  only  two  in  America — Estee  and  James. 
The  other  children  are  named  Mary,  Margaret 
and  John.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  Godfrey  and  Jane  (AVilsou)  McAllister, 
natives  respectively  of  Scotland  and  Ireland.  They 
emigrated  to  Canada  in  1836,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  wife 
and  mother  departed  this  life  in  1862,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Allister died  two  j^ears  later.  Their  famil}'  in- 
cluded ten  children,  seven  now  living,  namely, 
John,  Duncan;  Mar}',  the  mother  of  our  subject; 
Ann,  Mrs.  Campbell;  Jeanette,  Mrs.  McDermott; 
Margaret,  Mrs.  Montgomery,  and  Rachel,  Mrs. 
McEwen. 

James  McKay,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
reared  to  farming  pursuits,  and  went  to  Canada  in 
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1836,  when  a  young  man  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
accompanied  by  his  bride.  He  secured  possession 
of  a  large  bodj^  of  land,  upon  which  he  operated 
until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  he  removed  across 
the  Mississippi  to  Washington  Count}^  Kan.,  where 
he  now  lives,  engaged  as  before  in  earr3'ing  on  a 
large  farm.  He  belonged  to  the  militia  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada,  and  was  given  the  rank  of  Major. 
The  parental  household  included  twelve  children, 
eight  now  living,  nameh" :  John  ;  Alexander,  our 
subject;  Godfrey,  Robert,  Peter,  Charles;  Jeanette, 
Mrs.  Galloway,  of  Dakota,  and  iMarj%  Mrs.  Campbell. 
Robert  and  Peter  are  large  stock-dealers  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Kan.,  and  operate  together  under 
the  firm  name  of  McKay  Bros. ;  John  is  connected 
with  a  stage  route  in  British  Columbia,  and  God- 
frej'  is  in  the  canning  business  in  that  portion  of 
the  Northwest;  Charles  is  a  teacher  in  Simcoe 
County,  Canada. 

Our  subject  continued  his  studies  in  his  native 
Province  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  the  follow- 
ing two  years  farmed  with  his  father.  He  then 
served  a  four  years'  apprenticeship  at  harness-mak- 
ing, and  in  1864  migrated  to  Chicago,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  a  year,  and  afterward  continued 
it  in  D wight,  this  county,  until  1884.  He  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  insurance  business.  He  served  three 
terms  as  Supervisor  of  Dwight  Township,  and  was 
also  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  besides  being 
Village  Trustee  and  Town  Treasurer.  His  harness 
business  at  this  place  in  due  time  assumed  consider- 
able importance,  and  he  gave  employment  to  five 
hands.  In  the  meantime  he  put  up  a  substantial 
dwelling  and  a  business  house,  besides  other  build- 
ings, from  the  rent  of  which  he  received  a  hand- 
some income.  The  family  residence  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1887  is  pleasantly  located  on  Howard 
street,  and  is  one  of  the  most  tasteful  and  comfort- 
able of  its  kind. 

The  marriage  of  Alexander  ilcKay  and  Miss  Lou- 
isa Lytic  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Dwight,  Nov.  23,  1865.  Mrs.  McKaj'  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James  Lytle. 
a  native  of  the  same  State.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  are  two  sons:  James  L.,  born  in  1869, 
and  Harry  A.,  in  1872.     Mr.  McKay  is  a  decided 


Republican,  politically,  and  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F.  He  also,  with  his  es- 
timable lady,  is  connected  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Jr-j^ELIX  HOUCK  has  resided  in  Pontiac  and 
ijp^l  vicinity  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  is  now 
^  comfortably  located  on  a  good  farm  of 
eighty-one  acres  on  section  3,  in  Eppard's  Point 
Townshiix  He  has  all  his  life  been  familiar  with 
farm  pursuits,  and  at  this  vocation  has  met  with 
fair  success.  His  land  is  well  cultivated  and  pro- 
ductive, and  the  buildings  upon  it  neat  and  sub- 
stantial. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  Troy,  Miami  Co., 
Ohio,  in  November,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Rhodocker)  Houck,  the  former  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  and  born  Oct.  4,  1788. 
The  father  of  our  subject  left  his  native  State  when 
a  youth  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  in  1804  located 
near  Cincinnati,  where  he  engaged  in  milling,  and 
whence  he  removed,  some  years  later,  to  Mi- 
ami Countj',  and  engaged  in  farming.  There  his 
death  took  place  May  27,  1865.  When  a  young 
man  he  had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  although  not  the  hero  of  any  particularly 
thrilling  event,  performed  his  duties  in  life  in  a 
worthy  manner,  and  did  honor  to  his  excellent 
German  ancestry.  His  wife,  Catherine,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  April  28,  1800,  and  was  married 
about  1 8 1 8-1 9.  Their  twelve  children  were  born  as 
follows:  William,  born  Jan.  31, 1820,  died  Februar}' 
11  following;  Elizabeth,  born  May  14,  1821,  died 
Aug.  14,  1822;  Rebecca,  born  May  26,  1823,  died 
November  26  following;  Susanna,  born  Oct.  7,  1824, 
died  Dec.  14,  1848;  she  was  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Dye, 
and  the  mother  of  two  children.  They  were  living 
in  Indiana  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Mary,  born 
Jan.  25,  1827,  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Dellaven,  with 
whom  she  lives  on  the  old  Houck  homestead,  in 
Miami  Countj',  Ohio,  and  has  four  daughters;  the 
eldest,  Alice,  is  married  and  lives  with  her  mother. 
John  Houck,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  8,  1829,  and  died 
April  9,  1844;  Jacob  was  born  Feb.  1,  1832,  and 
died  July  5,  1863,  in  the  hospital  at  Memphis, 
Tenu;  he  was  taken  ill  at  Vicksburg,  and  his 
brother  Felix  went  to  the  South  and  took  care  of 
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him  until  his  death.  His  remains  fill  a  soldier's 
grave  in  the  Chapel  Cemetery  on  Spring  Creek, 
two  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Troy,  Ohio. 
He  left  a  wife  and  three  children  who  are  still  liv- 
ing. George  ^W.  Hoiiok  was  born  April  7,  1834, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  at  Prince- 
ton, this  State ;  he  has  a  wife  and  one  son.  James 
M.  was  born  Oct.  20,  1840,  and  was  burned  to 
death  in  "Winnebago  County,  111.;  he  left  a  wife 
and  two  children.  Sj^lvester,  born  Aug.  24,  1842, 
is  a  commercial  traveler,  and  malics  his  home  near 
Dayton,  Ohio,  where  he  has  a  wife.  Mrs.  Cather- 
ine Houck  departed  this  life  July  14,  1862. 

Our  subject  continued  with  his  parents  until 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  assisted  in  car- 
rying on  the  farm.  When  prepared  to  establish  a 
home  for  himself,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  J.  Ralston,  who  was  burn  Oct.  13, 1840, 
and  is  the  only  daughter  of  David  and  Amanda 
(Sims)  Ralston.  She  is  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  her  husband,  and  became  the  wife  of  the  latter 
on  the  5th  of  March,  1868,  the  wedding  taking 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Piqua,  Ohio,  Rev. 
Mr.  Shepherdson  officiating.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Houck  died  when  she  was  but  a  child,  and  her 
mother  not  many  years  later,  in  about  1867.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born 
four  children,  namely,  Mamie,  born  Dec.  9,  1871 ; 
Amie,  Jan.  20,  1873;  Edward  Chase,  Aug.  1, 1874. 
The  youngest,  George  Sims,  was  born  in  Pontiac, 
Aug.  26,  1876.  Mrs.  Ilouck  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  our  subject, 
politically,  is  independent.  They  enjoy  the  com- 
forts of  a  nicely  located  and  tasteful  home,  and  in 
addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  Ilouck  carries  on 
stock-raising  with  wood  success. 
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ILLIAM  B.  IIKWITT,  a  very  well-cdu- 
ucated  and  intelligent  gentleman,  fond  of 
country  life,  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
and  successful  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Eppard'S 
J'oint  Township,  and  finely  located  on  section  31. 
Ilis  land  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  culti- 
atiou,  and  the  value  of  the  property  is  enhanced 


by  the  existence  of  a  fine  stone  quarry  which  lies 
along  the  banks  of  Rook's  Creek.  Mr.  H.  illus- 
trates in  the  highest  type  the  modern  and  progres- 
sive farmer,  who,  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil,  has  given  due  attention  to  the  imi)rove- 
ment  of  his  mind.  He  also  possesses  considerable 
literary  talent,  and  is  at  present  compiling  a  sta- 
tistical work,  which  will  be  quite  voluminous,  300 
pages  being  now  ready  for  the  press  and  more  to 
follow.  He  has  been  largely  identified  with  the  best 
interests  of  Livingston  County,  and  both  as  a  busi- 
ness man  and  a  member  of  society,  is  extremely 
popular. 

Mr.  Hewitt  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
Feb.  4,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Eliza- 
beth Hewitt,  the  former  born  in  1807,  and  a  native 
of  the  same  county  as  his  son,  where  he  spent  his 
entire  life,  occupied  mostly  as  a  millwright.  His 
death  took  place  near  Colliusville.  Pa.,  at  the  house 
of  his  friend,  James  Collins,  and  was  the  result  of 
an  accident,  he  having  strained  himself  bj-  over- 
lifting  around  the  machinery  of  a  sawmill.  A  frac- 
ture of  one  of  his  limbs  some  years  before  Jiad  di- 
minished his  muscular  strength,  and  was  indirectly 
a  cause  of  the  accident.  He  was  a  skilled  me- 
chanic and  a  good  man  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the 
word.  He  set  the  first  120-horse-power  engine  that 
was  utilized  in  Fayette  County,  and  was  identified 
with  many  of  its  other  enterprises.  He  was  married 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Brownneller,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
county,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick  Brown- 
neller, of  German  birth  and  p.arentage.  The  lat- 
ter was  married  in  his  native  Empire,  whence  he 
emigrated  to  America  in  the  pioneer  days. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss 
Elizabeth  Brownneller.  The  parental  household 
included  eight  children,  who  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Joab,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy;  Rebecca 
married  Thomas  Warender,  of  Ponti.ic,  and  died 
in  1872,  leaving  eight  children;  John  H.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Chicago ;  Susan  B.  married  Oran  Wither- 
all,  and  resides  in  Normal,  111. ;  William  B.  of  our 
sketch  is  the  fourth  child;  Mary,  Mrs.  H.  Stillham- 
mer,  resides  in  Kansas;  Elraira,  Mrs.  Elliott  Mil- 
ler, lives  at  Jamestown,  Dak.,  and  David  H.  is  car- 
rying on  the  real-estate  business  in  San  Diego,  Cal. 
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The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  Bloom ington 
in  1878.  She  was  born  in  1804,  and  was  conse- 
quently sevent3'-four  years  of  age. 

The  youth  and  boyhood  of  William  B.  Hewitt 
were  spent  on  the  farm  in  his  native  count}',  where 
he  resided  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
started  out  by  himself  to  seek  a  location  in  the 
West.  He  made  his  home  with  his  uncle  at  Ton- 
iea,  LaSalle  County,  two  years,  and  after  a  visit  of 
three  months  in  his  native  State,  crossed  the  JNIis- 
sissippi  and  traveled  over  the  States  of  Iowa,  Ne- 
braska and  Dakota.  Upon  returning  to  Illinois  he 
settled  down  in  Chenoa,  where  he  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  and  proceeded  to  bnild  up  a  comfortable 
homestead.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he  erected  a 
handsome  residence  on  his  farm  and  moved  there, 
occupying  this  house  until  the  27th  of  June,  1877, 
when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  together  with  most 
of  its  contents.  It  was  one  of  the  most  finely  ar- 
ranged dwellings  in  McLean  County,  and  its  de- 
struction was  the  cause  of  universal  regret.  Not 
long  afterward  Mr.  Hewitt  came  to  this  count}'  and 
took  jjossession  of  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  a 
comfortable  dwelling  and  a  particularly  fine  barn. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  who  became  the  sharer 
of  his  fortunes  Feb.  13,  1860,  was  formerly  Miss 
Rebecca  Ellen  Yanarsdale,  their  wedding  taking 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  the  city  of  Bloom- 
ington.  Mrs.  Hewitt  was  born  in  Owen  County, 
Ky.,  Feb.  24,  1839,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Abram 
and  Rebecca  Vanarsdale.  This  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  eight  children,  who  are  recorded  as 
follows:  Ellsworth,  named  after  the  well-known 
young  hero  of  the  late  Civil  War,  died  in  in- 
fanc}' ;  Charles  H.  is  serving  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  blacksmith  trade  at  Chenoa;  Mary  for  the  last 
two  years  has  been  teaching,  and  at  the  present 
writing  (October,  1887)  is  visiting  in  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.;  Arthur  is  connected  with  a  wholesale  car- 
pet store  in  Grand  Rapids;  Eleanor,  Albert,  How- 
ard and  Edward  H.  are  at  home  with  their  parents, 
the  two  latter  attending  school.  IMr.  Hewitt  be- 
lieves most  decidedly  in  giving  to  the  j'oung  those 
advantages  which  will  enable  them  to  become  intel- 
ligent and  worthy  citizens.  His  children  form  a 
bright  family  group,  inheriting  largely  the  talents 
of  their  father,  and  the  love  of  study,  which  is  one 
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of  his  chief  characteristics.  The  latter  wields  the 
pen  of  a  ready  writer,  and  exerts  his  influence  in 
favor  of  everything  which  shall  conduce  to  the 
welfare  and  enlightenment  of  the  people.  He  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  politicallj',  and  was  a  great 
admirer  of  the  martyred  President,  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. He  meddles  little,  however,  with  political  mat- 
ters, and  has  steadily  declined  becoming  an  office- 
holder, although  at  (jne  time  he  served  as  School 
Director. 


Vl  OHN  W.  EAGLE,  dealer  in  hard  and  soft 
coal  at  Pontiac,  is  transacting  a  jirofitable 
business,  and  has  a  convenient  office  and 
yard  near  the  tracks  of  the  Wabash,  St. 
Louis  &  Pacific  Railroad.  He  is  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  town,  having  come  in  when  there 
were  but  eleven  houses,  and  purchased  the  entire 
stock  of  lumber  in  the  place  with  which  to  build  a 
shanty,  and  then  did  not  have  enough  shingles  to 
cover  it.  As  may  be  supposed,  he  has  watched  with 
interest  and  satisfaction  the  growth  of  his  adopted 
town,  and  has  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  its 
present  importance. 

Mr.  P^agle,  a  native  of  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  was 
born  Dec.  20,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and 
Susannah  (Williams)  Eagle,  the  former  a  native  of 
llarrisburg.  Pa.,  and  the  latter  of  Greenbrier 
County,  Va.  Geoi'ge  Eagle  was  reared  to  farming 
pui'suits,  and  left  his  native  State  when  a  young 
man,  going  into  Greenbrier  County,  Va.,  where  he 
married  the  mother  of  our  subject.  They  removed 
to  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  in  1812,  at  an  early  period 
in  the  historj'  of  that  State,  and  purchased  Govern- 
ment land  at  $1.25  per  acre.  It  was  all  timber  and 
George  Eagle  secured  possession  of  1,700  acres. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  and 
strong  physically,  and  cleared  500  acres  of  land, 
building  up  a  fine  homestead  and  becoming  one  of 
the  most  extensive  farmers  of  that  region.  He  and 
his  wife  occupied  this  place  during  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  and  both  died  on  the  4th  of  July,  the 
mother  in  1865,  when  seventy-five  years  old,  and 
the  father  five  years  later,  in  1870,  after  having 
reached  fourscore  years.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  eight  years  and  County  Commissioner  twelve 
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years.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  EiJis- 
c-v>i>al  Church.  The  jiarental  householrl  included 
nine  children,  four  now  living,  namelj-,  Matilda, 
Mrs.  J.  Hughes,  of  Gallia  County',  Ohio;  .Sabrina, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Barlow,  of  Poniero_v,  Ohio;  John  AV., 
our  subject,  and  Frances  A.,  Mrs.  J.  Rliodes,  a  resi- 
dent of  Jlissouri. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  also 
George  Eagle  bj-  name,  was  born  on  the  River 
Rhine  in  Germany,  and  learned  the  trades  of  cooper 
and  carpenter.  He  emigrated  to  America  before 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  entered  the  army  as  a 
wagonmaster,  in  which  capacity-  he  served  until  the 
struggle  was  ended.  He  then  moved  with  his  family 
to  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  in  1812,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  and  lived  to  be  seventy-five  j'ears  of  age. 
His  death  occurred  in  183G.  His  wife  survived 
Lim  several  j'ears,  her  death  taking  place  when  she 
was  ninety-seven  years  old.  The  in.aternal  grand- 
parents of  our  subject  were  William  and  Polly 
(Watts)  Williams,  natives  of  Grcenbrief  County, 
Ya.  Grandfather  Williams  was  a  farmer  b^'  occu- 
pation and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  near 
Lewisbnrg.  Ya.,  where  his  death  took  place  after  he 
had  reached  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and 
eight  years;  he  was  the  father  of  nine  children.  The 
mother  had  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land  when 
about  sixty-eight  years  old. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  after  the  manner  of  most  farmers' 
sons,  and  received  a  limited  education.  His  earlj' 
studies  were  conducted  in  a  log  cabin  two  miles 
from  his  home,  and  which  was  finished  and  fur- 
nished after  the  manner  of  those  daj's,  with  slabs 
for  .seats  and  desks  and  greased  paper  for  window- 
panes.  The  floor  was  of  puncheon  and  the  roof 
covered  with  clapboards.  The  teacher,  as  was 
customary  at  that  time,  ruled  with  the  rod  and 
made  liberal  use  of  it.  The  children  were  taught 
to  make  obeisance  to  jieople  whom  they  met.  and  if 
thej'  failed  in  this  were  promptly  punished.  Young 
Kagle  attended  school  during  the  winter  season 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  remained  under  the 
home  roof  four  years  later.  He  was  then  united 
ill  marriage  with  Jeannetta  Woneldorff,  a  native  of 
his  own  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Michael  and 
.Jane  (Waddle;  \\'oneldortf,  natives  of  Ohio  and  of 


German  descent.  They  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
the  Buckeye  State,  and  wore  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  seven  now  living,  and  located  as  follows: 
Mary  A.,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Holmes,  is  a  resident  of  In- 
diana; John,  of  Missouri;  George,  David,  Francis 
and  James  are  residents  of  Ohio.  Jeannetta,  Mrs. 
Eagle,  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  after  their  marriage 
continued  on  a  farm  in  their  native  county,  where 
.Mr.  Elagle  cultivated  240  acres  of  laud  for  a  period 
of  eight  3^ears.  He  then  sold  out  and  repaired  to 
.Middleport,  Meigs  Count3%  where  he  engaged  in 
general  merchandising  four  years.  He  then  sold 
out,  and  in  1856  came  to  Livingston  County,  this 
State,  and  purchased  240  acres  near  Pontiac  besides 
040  acres  on  Rook's  Creek.  The  following  year 
he  lost  300  acres  of  wheat  by  wet  and  freezing 
weather,  and  the  next  year  he  lost  (lOO  acres,  be- 
sides -S5,000  in  Ohio  bj-  a  bad  debt.  These  mis- 
fortunes ruined  him  financially  for  the  time,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1859  he  went  to  Pike's  Peak,  where 
he  took  up  some  fine  claims  and  was  cheated  out  of 
these  by  border  ruffians  who  swore  that  thej'  had  a 
prior  claim.  His  feelings  as  he  returned  home  in 
the  f.all  of  18G1  can  be  better  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. Resolving,  however,  to  make  the  best  of 
circumstances,  he  went  to  work  at  §1  per  day,  and 
by  the  exercise  of  the  most  rigid  economy,  sup- 
jjorted  his  family,  and  at  the  end  of  six  months  had 
$50  ahead.  He  continued  working  by  the  day  for 
two  years  longer,  and  in  due  time  his  fortunes  be- 
gan to  mend.  He  had  assisted  in  organizing  Liv- 
ingston County  and  the  city  of  Pontiac,  and  in 
1865  was  elected  City  Marshal,  in  which  position 
he  served  four  years.  Afterward  he  was  made 
Deputy  Sheriff.  In  1867  he  leased  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  in  Pontiac  Township,  upon  which  he 
operated  successfully  four  years,  then  returned  to 
the  town,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  estab- 
lished his  coal  business  at  that  time,  and  in  the 
winter  of  1864-65  put  up  ins  present  tasteful  and 
substantial  residence,  whicli  is  located  at  the  corner 
of  Main  and  North  streets. 

Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Eagle  became  the  p.arents  of  three 
children,  a  son  and  two  daughters,  namely,  George 
W.,  deceased;  Marj'  E.,  the  wife  of  C.  L.  Bige- 
low,  engaged  in  a  restaurant  and  b.akery  at  Pontiac; 
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Fiances  L.  is  the  wife  of  B.  W.  Wliite,  engaged  in 
the  trade  and  manufacture  of  cigars.  Mr.  Eagle, 
poh'tically,  was  in  early  manhood  a  member  of  the 
Whig  party,  but  upon  its  abandonment  identified 
himself  with  the  Republicans.  Of  late  years  he  has 
voted  independently. 

The  celebrated  "Blue  Jeans"  Williams,  ex-Gov- 
ernor of  Indiana,  was  own  cousin  of  our  subject.  He 
was  an  extensive  farmer  and  stocli-raiser  of  La- 
fayette County.  The  sobriquet  was  applied  to  him 
from  the  fact  that  he  wore  a  blue  jeans  suit  while 
"stumping"  the  State  during  his  candidacy  for 
Governor. 


(F^  H.  McDOWKLL,  who  is  one  of  the  leailing 
jr^'i  members  of  the  bar  of  Pontiac  and  Master 
IlL^'  in  Chancery  for  Livingston  County,  is  a  na- 
(^j  tive  of  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
born  on  the  6th  of  March,  1840.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Price)  McDowell,  respectively 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio;  his  father  being  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  latter  died  in  Indiana, 
and  after  his  death  the  mother,  with  her  familj', 
moved  to  Illinois  in  18.50  and  settled  in  Livingston 
County.  Of  a  family  of  nine  children  there  are 
now  onl}' four  living:  Isaac  P.,  President  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  FairburJ^  Livingston  Coun- 
t}';  Oliver  P.,  of  Fairbury,  now  retired;  Mary  E., 
now  Mrs.  Ladd,  of  Pontiac,  and  II.  H. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  divided  his  time  be- 
tween working  on  a  farm  and  attending  school  un- 
til he  was'seventeen  3'ears  of  age,  when  he  returned 
to  Indiana  and  entered  the  Tborntown  Seminary, 
located  in  Boone  County,  about  thirty-five  miles 
north  of  Indianapolis,  and  remained  there  about 
three  j'ears.  In  May,  1861,  almost  at  the  begin- 
ning of  hostilities  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
Mr.  McDowell  enlisted  in  Compan3-  B,  17th  Indiana 
Infantry,  and  remained  in  that  regiment  for  nearly 
one  year,  when  he  returned  home  and  assisted  in 
organizing  the  129th  Illinois  Infantry,  of  which 
regiment  he  was  made  Sergeant  Major,  and  subse- 
quently was  commissioned  a  Lieutenant  of  Company 
E.  He  particip.ated  in  all  the  battles  in  which  this 
regiment  was  engaged,  and  with  a  few  picked  men 
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he  captured  the  noted  guerrilla  chief,  Capt.  Bur- 
ton, near  Gallatin,  Tenn.  On  account  of  his  pe- 
culiar fitness  for  the  position,  he  vvas  detailed  as 
an  aid-de-camp  to  Brig.  Gen.  Harrison — who  has 
since  represented  Indiana  in  the  United  States  Sen- 
ate— from  Atlanta  to  Washington,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  in  .lune,  1865.  After  his  return  from 
the  war  Mr.  McDowell  engnged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Fairbury,  making  hardware  a  specialty.  At 
this  time  he  began  to  read  law,  and  after  three 
years  of  study  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1872; 
then  he  located  in  Pontiac,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, and  devoted  his  time  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  Mr.  McDowell  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  ten  j'ears,  and  by  ap- 
l)ointment  of  President  Hayes  was  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  census  of  thirteen  counties  in  1880.  He 
is  the  attorney  for  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fair- 
bury, and  in  his  practice  is  generally  on  one  side  or 
the  other  of  all  the  important  causes  tried  in  the 
Livingston  Count}'  Courts. 

Mr.  McDoT^  ell  was  married  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1866,  to  Miss  Emma  C.  Thayer,  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  Gilbert  Thayer,  Presi- 
dent of  the  Morgan  Park  Female  College,  of  Cook 
County,  111.  They  have  an  interesting  family  of 
four  children — Julia  M.,  Louis  Donald,  VV^illiam 
Thayer  and  Isaac  Price.  Mr.  McDowell  is  a  Re- 
publican, and  during  the  campaign  preaches  the 
doctrines  of  that  party  upon  all  projier  occasions. 
He  is  an  enthusiastic  comrade  of  the  G.  A.  R.  He 
and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  take  a  lively  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  tliat  body.  From  the  success  he  has  at- 
tained in  the  past  the  prophecy  of  a  brilliant  career 
in  tlie  future  of  Mr.  McDowell  is  amply  justified. 


n2£^t#?5-?l- 


^i^EORGE  ALBRIGHT.  This  gentleman  is 
III  ,— -,  one  of  the  most  striking  illustrations  of  the 
^^sil  good  result  of  energetic  and  persistent  labor 
that  can  be  found  in  the  great  State  of  Illinois.  He 
commenced  in  life  at  the  very  foot  of  the  ladder, 
without  means  and  with  little  encouragement,  hav- 
ing only  his  strong  hands  and  resolute  will.     These, 
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as  will  be  seen,  he  employed  to  the  very  best  ad- 
vantage. He  is  now  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  the 
finest  farming  land  in  Central  Illinois,  and  his  home- 
stead is  embellished  with  a  set  of  farm  buildings  not 
excelled  by  any  in  the  township.  The  residence  is 
built  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  and  finished 
and  furnished  in  modern  style.  The  barns  and 
other  outbuildings  are  admirably  adapted  to  all  the 
requirements  of  the  progressive  agriculturist,  and 
the  homestead  is  the  admiration  of  all  who  pass  bj' 
it.  A  well  se vent}' -three  feet  in  depth  and  fed 
from  a  living  spring  of  the  purest  water,  is  operated 
by  a  wind  pump  of  the  latest  improved  pattern,  and 
the  general  machinery  of  the  farm  is  of  the  most 
convenient  description  and  finely  adapted  to  the 
general  purposes  of  agriculture. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  Pa., 
was  born  Oct.  2,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of  Christo- 
pher and  ilargaret  (Prakner)  Albright.  The  formei' 
was  born  in  Lancaster  County  and  died  while  com- 
paratively a  j'oung  man,  in  the  spring  of  1828.  lie 
was  a  good  business  man,  a  wagon-maker  by  trade, 
and  also  fond  of  farming  pursuits.  He  owned  a 
small  tract  of  land,  and  in  connection  with  his  other 
business,  carried  on  blacksmithing  and  the  manu- 
facture of  plows.  He  had  already  accumulated  a 
good  property,  and  left  his  widow  in  comfortable 
circumstances.  The  parental  household  included 
fourteen  children,  thirteen  of  whom  lived  to  mature 
3'ears.  They  were  named  respectively  John,  Cath- 
erine, Elizabeth,  Christian,  Susan,  Hannah,  Solo- 
mon, JIary,  U.achel,  Samuel,  Jacob,  Henry,  George 
and  Margaret. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  our  subject  was  next  to 
the  3'oungest  child  of  his  parents.  He  received  but 
a  limited  education  and  early  in  life  was  made  ac- 
quainted with  hard  labor.  He  worked  some  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  which  was  the  main  industry  of 
his  native  count}'.  He  continued  in  Pennsylvania 
until  in  the  fall  of  1848,  in  the  meantime  having 
been  married.  He  was  not  satisfied,  however,  with 
the  result  of  his  labors  in  that  section  of  country, 
and  on  the  1.0th  of  SeptemlK-i' .'-tailed  with  his  wife 
and  child  for  Washington  C'junt}',  Wis.  He  was 
one  of  the  |;ioneers  of  that  section  and  tixjk  u|)  a 
tract  of  land,  where  he  opened  up  a  line  lurin  of  240 
acres,  and  at   tiie  end  of  eigiit   years    was    wortli 


18,000.  He  had  gone  there  with  a  capital  of  1300. 
He  spent  many  a  week  and  month  chopping  down 
the  forest  trees,  digging  out  stumps  and  preparing 
his  land  for  cultivation,  but  in  the  end  felt  duly 
repaid  for  his  labor.  After  a  residence  of  twenty 
years  in  Washington  County,  in  which  he  carried 
on  carpentering  as  well  as  farming,  he  sold  out  in 
the  spring  of  1867,  and  coming  to  this  county, 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant  Ridge 
Township.  Eighty  acres  of  this  had  been  broken 
and  he  soon  had  the  whole  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation. 

Mr.  Albright,  while  a  resident  of  Bedford  County) 
Pa.,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charity  A. 
Smith,  the  wedding  taking  plfice  at  the  home  of  the 
bride,  July  2,  1845.  Mrs.  Albright  was  born  iu 
Bedford  County  in  1826,  and  by  her  union  with 
our  subject  became  the  mother  of  four  ciiildren. 
Of  tliese  Rebecca  married  William  Bell,  and  lives 
in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township;  Margaret  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Albert  Gray,  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Township; 
and  Bellzeuia  married  George  Graj',  brother  of  the 
above,  and  the}'  are  living  with  her  parents.  Mr. 
Albright,  politically,  is  a  Democrat  of  the  first  wa- 
ter. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  William 
H.  Harrison  and  nothing  has  availed  to  turn  him 
from  his  first  principle.  Solomon  and  Samuel  Al- 
bright, two  brothers  of  our  subject,  are  carrying  on 
farming  successfully  in  Washington  County,  Wis. 
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\T  ENRY  HILTON,  who  resides  on  section  34, 
Avoca  Tciwushij),  is  a  native  of  P^ngland, 
and  was  1iiim  in  Yorkshire,  the  Largest 
county  in  the  Kingdom,  situated  iu  the  north 
l)art,  and  having  on  the  cast  the  North  Sea  and  land- 
ward the  counties  of  Durham,  Westmoreland,  Lanca- 
shire, C'heshii'e,  Derby,  Nottingham  and  Lincoln.  The 
surface  is  veiy  much  diversified.  In  the  northwest 
are  some  of  tiie  highest  mountains  of  England,  and 
elsewhere  liaiicn  moors,  alternated  with  some  of  the 
richest  tracts  in  llic  Kingdom.  The  rivers  are  all 
ti'ibutMry  to  the  Oiisc  and  1  lumber,  excepting  the 
Tees  forming  tlir  iiortlicrn  boundar\ ,  and  the  Rib- 
blc  ill  (he  (•x1r<'nic  wot.  '^'orksliiri'  is  an  agricult- 
ural, grazing  and  manufactui'ing    county  of  the  first 
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rank,  while  the  west  division  of  the  county  is  the 
chief  seat  of  mining  and  manufacturing  industry. 
York,  the  second  city  of  England  in  point  of  rank, 
though  not  in  size  or  commercial  importance,  is  a 
parliamentary  and  muiiieipal  liorough,  and  is  the 
capital  of  Yorlcshlre.  In  this  conntj^  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  was  born  on  the  2d  of  August,  1822. 

Henry  Hilton  is  the  son  of  James  and  fHannali 
Hilton,  both  natives  of  England.  In  the  spring  of 
1830  with  his  parents  he  emigTated  to  America, 
taking  passage  at  Hull  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after 
an  ocean  voyage  of  about  six  weeks  lauded  at  New 
York  City.  His  parents  settled  in  Chautauqua  Conntj% 
N.  Y.,  where  they  resided  many  j'ears.  Thej'  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  survive. 
William  died  Oct.  13,  1887,  in  Chautauqua  County, 
N.  Y. ;  John  is  in  the  East;  James,  in  Indiana; 
Thomas,  in  Minnesota;  Heur3^;  Anna,  Mrs.  Thomas 
Starr,  of  Dunkirk,  N.  Y. ;  Eliza,  Mis.  Fox,  also  of 
Dunkirk,  N.  Y. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man's 
estate  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  and  received 
but  a  moderate  education  at  the  common  schools  in 
that  counter.  In  the  spring  of  1850,  during  the  ex- 
citement consequent  upon  the  discovery  of  gold  in 
California,  he  went  to  that  State,  arriving  in  Au- 
gust, 1 850.  He  remained  there  as  a  miner  until  the 
fall  of  1 85 1 ,  when  he  went  to  Oregon,  and  was  en- 
gaged there  in  various  occupations.  In  going  to  Cali- 
fornia he  went  via  the  overland  route  and  returned 
by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien  to  New  York 
State,  -where  he  remained  for  several  years. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  1863,  Mr.  Hilton  was 
married  to  Harriett  Odell,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  City  on  the  20th  of  March,  1830.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  Odell,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  mother 
a  Virginian  by  birth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilton 
have  been  boin  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Sophia  is  the  wife  of  George  Day,  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Townshii);  Josephine,  Mrs.  Elliott  Gifford, 
of  Linn  County,  Kan. ;  Belle,  wife  of  George  Cot- 
tingham,  of  McLean  County,  111. ;  Emma  and  Julia. 
In  1865,  with  his  family,  Mr.  Hilton  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in 
Avoca  Township,  where  he  has  continuously  resided. 
He  owns  forty  acres  of  well-improved  land,  which 
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is  well  equipped  in  the  way  of  buildings  and  fences. 
He  has  been  a  hard-working  man  all  his  life,  and 
whatever  he  possesses  is  the  result  of  his  own  industry 
and  good  management.  He  has  served  as  Scliuol  Di- 
rector, in  which  i)osition  he  has  given  good  satis- 
faction. I'dlitically  he  votes  and  acts  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  nud  he  nnd  his  wife  ni'c  lioth  con- 
sistent jnemliers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  affaii's  of  which  they  take  an  active  interest. 
They  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  the  people 
by  wiiom  they  arc  surrounded. 
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OllN  KINGDON.  Our  subject  comes  from 
original  English  stock,  lieing  a  native  of 
Devonshire,  one  of  the  best  known  counties, 
on  account  of  the  tbriftiness  of  its  people, 
in  England.  He  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-r.aising  on  section  17,  Sullivan 
Township.  His  birth  occurred  on  the  24tli  of  No- 
vemlier,  1 8311,  and  he  was  the  second  in  a  family  of 
five  children.  His  parents  were  Hemy  and  Eliza- 
beth (Westcott)  Kingdon,  natives  of  England.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  Henry  and  Mary  King- 
don, and  the  maternal  grandparents  were  Christo- 
pher and  Marj'  Westcott,  who  were  Ijorn  in  Eu- 
oland.  The  father  of  oiu'  suliject  was  a  farmer  and 
butcher  in  that  country,  and  in  the  former  occupa- 
tion our  subject  was  reared.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  private  schools,  and  was  eousideral)!^- 
advanced  when,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  resolved 
to  try  his  .fortunes  in  the  New  World.  On  the  1 5th 
of  April,  1858,  he  set  sail  from  Plymouth  on  the 
sailing-vessel  "  Cape  St.  Roqne,"  and  after  a  very 
pleasant  voyage  of  four  weeks,  he  landed  at  Quebec. 
From  there  he  went  direct  to  Peoria  County,  where  a 
brother  was  living,  and  immediatel}'  engaged  at  farm 
laljor.  In  September  of  the  following  year  he  en- 
listed, in  Peoria  County,  in  Company  H,  47th  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  was  in  the  service  four  :uid  one- 
half  years.  During  the  time  he  was  in  the  army  he 
participated  in  the  engagements  at  Corinth,  Cuya- 
hooa.  Holly  Springs,  Nashville,  Vicksburg  and  t>ther 
places.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  war  Mr.  King- 
don served  in  the  2d  Iowa  Battery,  to  which  he  had 
lieen  transferred,  but  was  again  returned  to  his  reg- 
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iiuent.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Spriiigliehl, 
111.,  in  Felivnarv.  1865,  as  Third  Sergeant,  and  im- 
mediately went  to  AVoodf<.)rd  County,  where  he  en- 
""ased  at  farm  lalH>r  for  one  year,  and  then  attended 
rented  laud  for  one  year. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1808,  at  Chillieothe,  III. 
Mr.  Kingdou  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Thorne. 
who  was  bori\  in  Devonshire,  England,  on  the  Oth 
of  Xovemlier,  1847.  She  was  the  fonith  in  a  fam- 
ily of  ten  children  bmn  to  A\illi;nn  and  Deborah 
(I'assmore)  Thorne.  who  were  native>  of  England 
.and  emigrated  to  this  conntry  in  18.57.  The  fathei' 
died  in  Peoria  Count}'  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  }-ears;  the  mother  still  resides  in  that  county. 
The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  country, 
and  after  remaining  for  a  while,  returned  to  En- 
gland, and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  The 
mother  died  two  weeks  after  reaching  America. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kingdou  set- 
tled ou  a  rented  farm  near  El  Paso,  where  they  re- 
mained for  one  3-ear.  Mr.  Kingdon  came  to  Sul- 
livan Township,  Livingston  County,  in  February, 
1809,  having  purchased  eightj'  acres  of  wild  prairie 
the  previous  fall.  He  had  built  a  house  upon  the 
laud,  into  which  the  famil}'  moved  on  the  date 
above  mentioned,  and  then  began  in  earnest  the 
work  of  improvement  and  cultivation.  Since  then 
he  has  added  eighty  acres,  and  now  owns  IGO  acres, 
all  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  The 
iiouse  and  barn  are  among  the  best  in  the  township. 
The  barn  now  standing  is  the  second  he  has  built 
upon  the  place,  as  the  first  one  was  destroj'ed  by 
lightning  when  it  was  filled  with  hay,  oats,  imple- 
ments and  horses,  the  latter  being  the  only  part  of 
the  contents  saved.  Mr.  Kingdon  has  stocked  his 
fann  with  Cl3'de  and  Morgan  horses,  graded  Dur- 
ham cattle,  Poland-China  hogs  and  a  limited  num- 
ber of  fine  wool  sheep.  He  has  not  been  very  act- 
ive in  politics,  but  what  attention  he  does  give  in 
that  direction  is  in  the  interest  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Democratic  part}'.  He  has  been  Overseer 
of  Highways,  and  for  twelve  years  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  School  Director. 

P'ive  cliildren  iiave  blessed  tlic  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kingdon,  and  tliey  are  .-dl  living.  Tiieir 
names  are  Edwin  James,  Cora  Elizalieth,  Joiin, 
Williaiii  Ervj'  and  George.     Tlio}'  ,'ire  all  at  lioine 


with  their  parents,  and  are  being  given  all  the  op- 
portunities possible  for  procuring  an  education. 
They  are  all  bright  and  intelligent  children,  and 
will  doubtless  live  to  be  a  credit  to  their  parents 
and  an  honor  to  themselves. 


'i^l 


OBERT  S.  JIcILDUFF.  It  is  a  notaljle 
fact  that  the  larger  per  cent  of  the  leading 
lawyers  of  Illinois  of  to-day  belong  to  the 
younger  generation,  and  this  can  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  within  the  past  three 
or  four  decades  the  facilities  for  obtaining  a  legal 
education  have  been  much  increased,  both  in  the 
schools  and  colleges,  while  the  literature  of  the  law- 
has  received  important  additions.  The  system  of 
reports  now  in  vogue  in  the  States,  and  the  numer- 
ous current  publications  peculiar  to  the  profession, 
are  great  aids  to  the  modern  disciples  of  Blackstone 
which  the  older  generations  did  not  enjoy,  and  the 
libraries  of  the  younger  generation  of  progressive 
lawyers  may  be  found  freighted  with  all  the  neces- 
sary adjuncts. 

Mr.  Mcllduff,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Mcllduff  &  Torrance,  in  reaching  his  present  envi- 
able position  at  the  bar,  has  availed  himself  of  all 
valuable  publications  of  the  day,  and  has  constantly 
kept  himself  abreast  with  the  decisions  and  opin- 
ions of  the  best  leg.al  minds  of  the  d.iy.  He  is  a 
Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  Hunt- 
ingdon County  on  the  1st  of  June,  1848,  and  is 
the  son  of  James  and  Agnes  M.  (Speer)  Mcllduff, 
natives  of  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  Huntingdon 
County,  Pa,,  respectivelJ^  County  Down,  Ireland, 
has  furnished  the  United  States  some  of  her  best 
Irish-American  citizens.  It  is  a  county  in  Ulster, 
and  contains  a  population  of  295,000,  most  of 
whom  are  intelligent  farmers.  Agriculture  is  car- 
ried on  with  great  skill  and  success.  The  capital  is 
Downpatrick,  which  claims  to  be  one  of  the  oldest 
towns  in  Ireland,  having  been  the  place  of  residence 
of  tiie  ancient  native  kings  of  Ulster,  and  the  chosen 
residence  of  St.  Patrick,  who  founded  religious  es- 
tablishments here  and  presided  over  them  until  his 
death,  in  493. 

James  Mcllduff  came  to  America   in   1834,  and 
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first  settled  in  Philadelpliia,  engaging  in  a  commis- 
sion liouse  as  accountant.  lie  was  a  graduate  of 
tlie  Belfast  Academical  Institute  at  the  age  of 
twenty',  and  in  his  studies  had  fitted  himself  for  a 
navigator,  but  his  father  protested  against  his  en- 
gaging in  that  vocation.  His  father  was  John  Mc- 
Ilduff,  a  farmer  who  lived  and  died  in  Ireland.  He 
had  a  family  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  .ire 
living — James  and  Edward,  the  latter  residing  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

James  Mcllduft'  was  married  at  Cassville,  Hunt- 
ingdon Co.,  Pa.,  in  1847.  From  1835  he  owned 
and  ran  a  line  of  boats  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal 
until  1848,  when  steam  knocked  the  canal-boat  out 
of  water.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing at  CassviUe  and  Eagle  Foundry,  and  continued 
in  that  business  till  1854.  Then,  after  settling  up 
matters,  he  came  with  his  family  to  Dwight  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  in  1855,  and  engaged  in 
farming,  breaking  the  first  farm  groimd  in  Dwight 
Township  in  1855,  He  continued  farming  until 
1866,  when  he  retired,  and  moved  to  the  village  of 
Dwight,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  served  as 
Postmaster  three  years,  Police  Blagistrate  thirteen 
j'ears,  and  has  also  held  the  offices  of  School  Di- 
rector, Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Town  Clerk.  His 
children,  all  now  living,  are:  Robert  S. ;  Agnes  C, 
a  teacher  in  the  Dwight  schools,  and  Thomas  E., 
now  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Memphis, 
Tenn. 

The  parents  of  Agnes  M.  Speer  were  Robert  and 
Agnes  (Cowen)  Speer,  who  were  natives  of  County 
Antrim,  Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  about 
1822.  They  settled  near  Shade  Gap,  Huntingdon 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  they  engaged  in  farming,  afterward 
.removing  to  Cassville,  where  he  carried  on  mer- 
chandising, lumbering,  farming,  and  buying  and 
shipping  grain.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  are  living:  Agnes  M.,  Mrs. 
Mc-Ilduff;  Isabella  H.,  Mrs.  Baker,  of  Dwight,  111., 
and  Hon.  R.  Milton  Speer,  of  Huntingdon,  Pa. 

Robert  S.  Mcllduff  spent  the  years  from  1855 
till  1866,  except  1859  and  1860,  on  a  farm,  and 
had  the  usual  experiences  of  Illinois  farmers'  boys 
of  that  period.  He  had  the  benefit  of  the  public 
schools  only  of  that  time,  working  on  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  going  to  school  in  the  winter, 
<■  


either  walking  nearly  three  miles  from  home,  or, 
when  so  fortunate  as  to  get  the  opportunity,  doing- 
chores  for  his  board  for  some  one  in  town.  From 
beginning  school  until  he  quit,  in  1867,  the  entire 
time  of  his  attendance  would  not  aggregate  more 
than  five  years,  all  at  the  Dwight  school  except  one 
year  at  Cassville  before  his  father  removed  to  Illi- 
nois. The  public  schools  of  those  days  did  not 
occupy  the  advanced  position  of  to-day,  and  the 
Directors  of  the  Dwight  school  forbade  the  Princi- 
pal. O.  F.  Pearre,  now  Police  Magistrate  of  Pontiac, 
teaching  Latin,  geometry  and  trigonometry  to  By- 
ron Smith,  son  of  Col.  Smith,  12i)lh  Illinois  Volun- 
teers, and  Mr.  Mcllduff.  Mr.  Pearre  pluckily  said 
he  would  hear  them  recite  at  recess  and  noon,  and 
to  Mr.  Pearre  the  subject  of  this  sketch  feels 
greatly  indebted.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  became 
Assistant  Postmaster,  and  acted  in  that  capacity 
till  the  spring  of  1868,  when  he  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, and  began  reading  law  with  his  uncle, 
Mr.  Speer,  remaining  one  j'ear.  During  this  time 
he  took  lessons  in  grammar,  English  and  Latin. 
Upon  his  return  to  Dwight  he  was  employed  to 
teach  the  grammar  department  of  the  public  school, 
and  taught  two  terms,  at  the  same  time  prosecuting 
his  law  studies.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  returned 
to  Huntingdon  to  finish  his  law  course,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  on  the  loth  of  August,  1870,  by 
Hon.  George  Taylor,  Presiding  Judge,  after  an  ex- 
amination by  a  committee  of  the  bar  appointed  by 
the  Court. 

After  his  admission  to  the  liar  Mr.  Mcllduff  re- 
turned to  his  home  and  there  remained  till  Janu- 
ary, 1871,  when  he  went  to  Bolivar,  Polk  Co.,  Mo., 
where  he  hung  out  his  shingle,  remaining  five  or 
six  months.  He  then  came  back  to  Dwight  and 
remained  till  the  spring  of  1872,  having  charge  on 
two  or  three  occasions  of  the  Dwight  schools  dur- 
ing the  temporary  absence  of  the  respective  Prin- 
cipals. In  the  spring  of  tiiat  yenv  he  went  to  Kan- 
sas Citj'  and  opened  a  law  office,  remaining  till  the 
fall  of  1874,  when  his  western  ardor  was  cooled  by 
the  grasshopper  plague.  On  his  return  to  Dvyight 
he  formed  a  partnership,  Oct.  26,  1874,  with  L.  G. 
Pearre,  for  the  practice  of  law,  which  firm  contin- 
ued till  April,  1878,  when  it  was  dissolved  b3'  mu- 
tual consent.     Mr.  Mcllduff  continued  the  practice 
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of  law  at  Dwight  until  the  11th  of  October,  1881, 
when  he  removed  to  Pontiac,  where  he  has  since 
remained.  In  1880  he  was  elected  State's  Attor- 
ney, in  which  capacity  he  served  four  years,  and 
during  that  time  never  had  an  indictment  quat^hed. 
He  reluctantly  consented  to  be  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, but  because  of  his  vigorous  prosecution 
of  offenders  against  the  laws,  was  defeated,  al- 
though he  led  eveiv  other  candidate  on  his  ticlvct 
from  Elector  down.  He  was  elected  Alderman 
from  the  Third  Ward  in  Pontiac,  in  1885,  and 
served  one  term.  The  present  law  firm  of  Mcllduff 
it  Torrance  was  established  Jan.  1,  1884. 

Mr.  Mcllduff  was  married,  on  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1875,  to  Miss  Marj^  J.  Paul,  a  native  of  West- 
moreland County,  Pa.,  daughter  of  James  and 
Martha  (Bradeu)  Paul,  natives  of  the  same  C(iunt\'. 
They  have  three  children — Helen  S.,  Gratia  P.  and 
Howard  J.  Mr.  Mcllduff"  and  family  occupy  a 
pleasant  residence  on  South  Mill  street,  and  he  and 
his  wife  .are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  congregation  they  stand  high.  Mr.  Mcll- 
duff is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  at  the  Liv- 
ingston County  bar.  He  is  an  advocate  of  unusual 
force  and  power,  and  as  a  political  orator  his  serv- 
ices are  much  sought  in  campaign  time  by  com- 
mittees of  the  Democratic  p.artj'. 

■^f/OHN  H.  CURYEA,  in  the  spring  of  1876, 
I  came  to  Fayette  Township  and  purch.ased 
I  320  acres  of  land  not  far  from  the  vill.age 
'^^/i  limits  of  Strawn,  where  he  has  since  carried 
on  general  fanning  and  stock-raising,  and  is  recog- 
nized as  a  prominent  and  well-to-do  citizen.  He 
keeps  from  forty  to  sixty  head  of  graded  Short- 
liorn  cattle,  numbers  of  which  he  feeds  and  ships 
annually  and  receives  therefor  a  good  round  sum. 
His  skill  and  experience  in  agriculture  have  given 
him  a  leading  position  among  the  men  of  his  class, 
where  he  is  no  less  respected  for  his  personal  worth 
than  for  his  excellent  business  capacities. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
born  in  .'<henan(loah  County  Nov.  3,  1830.  His 
parents,  John  and  Lydia  (S.ager)  Curyea,  were  na- 
tives respectively  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
and  the   father   wa>  a   mechanic  eaiiy   in    life,  Init 


later  engaged  in  farming.  He  came  to  the  West 
in  1 843,  locating  in  Ottawa,  LaSalle  County,  where 
he  followed  milling  for  a  period  of  over  twenty 
years.  Before  coming  to  this  State  he  had  carried 
on  shoemakingin  Vii'ginia  and  Ohio  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years.  He  acquired  a  moderate  amount  of 
propert}-,  and  spent  his  declining  years  retired  from 
active  labor.  The  parental  household  included 
four  sons  and  five  daughters,  namely,  Mary  Ann, 
Cincinnati  J.,  John  H.,  William  M.,  Atha  D.,  Julia 
Ann,  Isabella,  Emeline  and  George  W.  They  .are 
all  living,  with  the  exception  of  Atha,  and  .all  mar- 
ried except  Isabella. 

The  subject  of  this  biograph}-  left  home  soon  af- 
ter reaching  his  majority,  and  was  employed  as  a 
farm  laborer  three  months,  and  then  for  two  years 
was  occupied  in  mining  in  California.  This  was  in 
1852  and  1853  and  spring  of  1854.  Subsequently 
he  engaged  as  a  stock-dealer,  bujing  and  selling  in 
Coles  Count}'.  He  then  sought  a  new  field  of  op- 
erations in  LaSalle  Count}-,  of  which  he  remained  a 
resident  ten  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  accumulated  a  snug  little  sum  of  money,  a 
liart  of  which  he  invested  in  the  laud  which  he  now 
occupies.  Upon  this  he  has  effected  great  improve- 
ments since  taking  possession,  so  that  it  has  become 
one  of  the  most  desirable  homesteads  in  Livingston 
County. 

More  than  thirty  years  ago,  on  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1856,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Manema  McMunn,  of  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  and  born  in  1838.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Burt)  McJIunn,  who  were 
among  the  most  worthy  members  of  the  farming 
community  of  Coshocton  County,  but  passed  to 
their  loug  home  many  years  ago.  The  J'oung  peo- 
ple first  began  housekeeping  in  Mattoon  in  1857, 
and  the  household  circle  was  gradually  enlarged 
until  they  became  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Charles  D.,  now  a  resident  of  Strawn ;  Norah  V.  is 
the  wife  of  Robert  A.  Hamilton,  a  general  merchant 
of  Strawn ;  Sally  married  B.  F.  Landis,  of  Fayette 
Townsiiip;  Frank  m.arried  Miss  Mollie  Goembel, 
and  is  farming  ir  Fayette  Township;  Lucy,  Ger- 
trude, Belle,  John  B.  and  George  W.  are  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

Ml'.   Curyea  meddles   very   little    with    political 
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matters,  but  defends  auti-inouopoly  doctrines.  He 
was  elected  to  represent  Fayette  Township  in  the 
Connt\-  Board  of  Supervisors  in  1870,  which  office 
he  held  three  years,  and  has  been  School  Trustee 
also  for  three  j'ears.  He  is  considered  entirely  re- 
sponsible and  reliable,  and  a  solid  citizen  of  whom 
the  township  may  justly  be  proud. 


ELESTUS  BEARDSLEY,  of  section  27,  Es- 
nien  Township,  is  a  model  farmer  and  dairy 
veeper.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Me- 
Donough,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  22d  of  No- 
vember, 1823,  and  was  the  fourth  child  of  a  family 
of  ten.  His  parents  were  Belah  and  Rebecca 
(Smith)  Beardsley,  natives  of  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  the  father  of  the  village  of  Kent,  and  the 
mother  of  Goshen;  their  parents  emigrated  to  New 
York  during  their  youth.  T'iie  paternal  gi-andpar- 
ents  were  William  and  Rachel  (Benton)  Beardsley; 
he  was  a  farmer,  and  fought  in  the  War  of  1812  as 
a  private,  being  crippled  in  the  hand  by  the  burst- 
ing of  a  guil.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  Jo- 
seph Smith.  The  father  of  Mr.  Beardsley  was  a 
practicing  physician  the  greater  portion  of  his  life, 
and  died  in  his  ninety-fourth  year,  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1887.  He  was  born  on  the  5th  of  October, 
1793.  His  long  and  eventful  career  was  one  of 
great  usefulness,  and  he  was  devotedly  attached  to 
his  profession.  His  last  days  were  spent  with  his 
children,  who  resided  in  New  Jersey.  His  excel- 
lent wife  was  born  on  the  24th  of  April,  1795,  and 
died  in  March,  1875. 

Mr.  Beardsley  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  worlied  on  a  farm  until  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age ;  lie  then  followed  the  tow  path 
on  the  canal.  At  seventeen  he  left  home,  .and  for 
the  next  seven  years  his  life  was  a  checkered  one ; 
he  worked  at  all  kinds  of  common  labor,  as  oppor- 
tunities presented  themselves,  and  on  the  19th  of 
August,  1  847,  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  he  was 
married,  the  ladj'  of  his  choice  being  Amanda 
Palmer,  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  six  born  to 
George  R.  and  Mary  Ann  (Briggs)  Palmer,  natives 
of  Rhode  Island,  where  Mrs.  Beardsley  was  born 
on  the  9th  of  June,  1826. 

Our  subject  first  settled  in  Cortland   County,  N. 
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Y.,  where  he  bQughfc  a  farm.  Here  he  remained 
six  years,  and  then  left  the  farm  and  became  a  day 
lal)orer  again ;  after  three  years  of  wandering  he 
rented  a  farm  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,whicli 
he  managed  for  five  years.  He  then  bought  a  farm, 
and  after  working  it  for  three  3'ears,  sold  it  and 
moved  to  Illinois.  In  1866  he  settled  on  section 
27,  where  he  lived  on  a  rented  farm  for  two  years. 
He  then  bought  forty  acres  of  this  land,  and  has 
resided  on  this  tract  ever  since.  He  has  added  to 
the  farm  forty  acres,  whicli  is  all  the  land  he  owns, 
having  given  the  balance  to  his  children.  He  is 
the  father  of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living: 
Oscar,  born  April  30,  1848;  Arthur  Eugene,  Oct. 
4,  1853;  Mary  Ella,  June  30,  1855;  Dora  Pollen, 
Sept.  17,  1862.  In  1875  Oscar  married  Alice 
Palmer,  and  lives  near  his  father's  homestead;  Eu- 
gene married  Ella  Pearson,  of  Trinidad,  Las  Ani- 
mas Co.,  Col.,  where  thej'  now  reside;  he  is  a  civil 
engineer  and  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University. 
Mar}''  married  John  A.  Cross,  and  they  live  in  Da- 
kota, where  he  is  engaged  in  farming;  Dora  is 
with  her  sister  in  Colorado.  The  parents  took 
great  pride  in  giving  each  of  their  children  a  good 
education,  and  each  of  them  have  taught  school. 
Mr.  Beardslej'  and  his  son  Oscar  jointly  manage 
the  farm,  the  active  management  lieing  in  the  son's 
hands. 

Mr.  Beardsley  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  served  five  j'ears,  and  has  also  served  as  Road 
Overseer,  but  has  never  sought  office.  He  is  not 
very  active  in  political  affairs,  but  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  He  is  an  independent  thinker 
and  reasoner,  and  is  a  strong  advocate  of  any 
cause  he  espouses. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  present  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Beardsley  in  connection  with  this  brief  sketch,  as 
being  that  of  a  worthy  and  representative  member 
of  the  farming  community  of  Esmen  Township. 


HILIP  K.  HILTON  is  one  of  Livingston 
)  County's  prominent  and  highly  -  respected 
citizens,  and  has  met  with  success  in  his 
chosen  vocation  in  life.  He  resides  on  his 
country  estate  of  315  acres  of  excellent  land,  free 
from  encumbrances,  on  section  30,  Sunbury  Town 
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ship.  He  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  ' 
May  25,  1 820,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Y.  and  Anna 
(Grumraon)  Hilton,  natives  of  New  Y'ork.  The 
paternal  grandparents.  William  P.  and  Martha  Hil- 
ton, were  also  natives  of  that  State,  and  the  grand- 
father was  a  Revolutionav}' soldier,  serving  through 
the  ent're  war.  He  was  a  physician  by  profession, 
and  spent  his  declining  years  in  the  town  of  Blen- 
heim, Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  farmer,  and  moved  to  "Warren  Couuty, 
Pa.,  in  1830,  going  by  canal  to  Buffalo,  and  mak- 
ing the  balance  of  the  journey  overland.  Twelve 
years  later  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  on  Wolf  Creek,  where  he  remained 
for  several  j^ears,  his  death  occurring  in  October, 
1864.  He  was  a  soldier  in  tlie  War  of  1812,  for 
which  a  pension  was  granted  him,  the  certificate 
bearing  the  date  on  which  he  died.- 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Five  or  six  3'ears  after  his  father  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  our  subject  left  home  to  do  for  him- 
self, starting  away  without  any  money,  his  entire 
possessions  consisting  of  twelve  pounds  of  maple 
suo-ar  and  a  small  surplus  of  clothing  which  he  car- 
ried in  a  bundle.  At  Columbus,  Pa.,  he  sold  the 
sugar  for  money  to  pay  his  fare  to  Erie,  Pa.,  where 
he  shipped  on  board  a  schooner,  and  worked  fur 
two  months.  In  1836  he  took  a  trip  through  Michi- 
gan, but  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  In  1837  he 
went  to  Grand  Haven,  Mich.,  where  he  ejigaged  in 
a  sawmill,  and  there  had  a  severe  spell  of  sickness. 
In  the  same  year  he  went  to  Will  County,  111.,  and 
shortly  afterward  came  to  Livingston  County, Where 
he  made  his  home  with  a  brother  on  Mud  Creek. 
This  county  has  been  his  home  since  that  time. 
Soon  after  coming  here  he  worked  on  the  Michigan 
Canal  at  and  near  .Joliet  for  three  years.  At  that 
time  the  settlements  through  this  section  of  Illinois 
were  located  along  the  creek.  The  Indians  had  all 
disappeared,  but  the  country  was  yet  wild  and  un- 
broken, and  there  were  plenty  of  wolves,  deer,  tur- 
keys and  prairie  diickens.  He  spent  a  season  in 
Vennilion  and  LaSalle  Counties  engaged  in  saw- 
milling.  In  1842  he  went  to  Iowa,  and  thence  to 
New  Orleans  with  a  flatboat  loaded  with  corn.  On 
the  return  up  the  river  the  boat  was  blown  up,  and 


several  men  were  lost.  Mr.  Hilton  had  his  face  and 
hands  badly  scalded.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
returned  to  Iowa,  and  reached  his  home  in  Living- 
ston County  in  the  winter.  The  following  year  he 
engaged  at  farming,  and  later  on  farmed  on  shares 
at  Babcock's  Grove.  At  this  time  he  hauled  wheat 
to  Chicago,  and  sold  it  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  and 
frequently  iiauled  corn  across  the  prairie,  which  was 
fed  to  the  liogs  that  were  being  driven  to  Cliicago. 
During  these  trips  he  was  much  exposed  to  the 
weather,  and  one  time  became  belated,  and  had  to 
remain  out  all  night,  surrounded  by  wolves,  and 
was  nearly  frozen  to  death  before  reaching  a  house. 
It  had  rained  until  he  became  wet,  and  then  sud- 
denly' turned  cold  and  froze  his  clothing.  Two  or 
three  years  later  he  returned  to  the  neighborhood 
of  Mud  Creek. 

On  the  9th  of  April,  1848,  Mr.  Hilton  was  mar- 
ried to  Matilda  S.  Longnecker,  daughter  of  Heze- 
kiah  and  Polly  A.  (Crouch)  Longnecker,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  respectively.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Hilton  settled  in  Esmeu  Township, 
and  began  farming  in  earnest.  He  lived  in  the 
edge  of  the  timber,  and  cultivated  the  prairie  ad- 
jacent. Two  years  after  marriage  he  took  up  a 
claim  of  1 60  acres,  and  began  improving  it  by 
building  a  log  house  and  cultivating  the  land.  He 
entered  this  land  by  40-acre  lots,  during  the  sum- 
mer time  being  engaged  in  breaking  prairie  to  ob- 
tain money  for  the  support  of  his  family,  and  to 
pa}'  for  the  entry  of  the  land.  After  this  he  bought 
an  80-acre  tract,  and  through  enterprise  and  good 
management,  has  been  able  to  increase  the  farm  to 
315  acres,  of  which  eighty  acres  is  well  covered  with 
timber.  He  remained  on  this  farm  without  inter- 
mission until  his  wife  died  in  1857,  leaving  one 
child.  She  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  a  lady  of  man}'  excellent  traits  of 
character. 

After  the  death  of  iiis  wife,  Mr.  Hilton  remained 
on  the  farm  until  1865,  and  then  spent  considerable 
time  in  travel  through  Micliigan  and  Canada.  He 
went  to  Niagara  Falls,  and  thence  to  Schoharie,  N. 
Y,.  afterward  traveling  in  Pennsylvania,  and  re- 
turning home  by  Chicago.  Accompanied  by  his 
son,  he  went  overland  to  Iowa  in  1873,  and  then 
liy   team   to   Denver,   Col.,   visiting  .all    the   parks,  ^ 
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springs,  and  mountain  scenery  in  that  State.  In 
1874  he  went  to  Boulder  and  spent  the  winter  in 
teaming  to  the  camps.  On  his  trip  to  the  West  he 
went  alone,  and  was  the  first  to  cross  the  plains 
after  the  Indian  outbreak  of  1874.  At  Boulder  he 
sold  his  outfit  and  went  to  California,  stopping  at 
San  Francisco,  from  which  place  he  went  by  steamer 
to  San  Pedro  and  Los  Angeles.  From  there  he  went 
by  rail  and  stage-coach  to  San  Jose,  traveling  in 
one  day  116  miles  by  stage ;  thence  he  went  to  Santa 
Cruz,  and  from  there  to  see  the  big  trees.  He 
measured  one  tree  which  was  sixty  feet  in  circum- 
ference. He  spent  several  months  in  travel  in  Cali- 
fornia, returning  to  San  Francisco  and  back  to  Den- 
ver by  rail.  On  the  return  trip  lie  stopped  at  Salt 
Lake  City,  and  attended  a  Mormon  Church,  and 
heard  music  made  by  the  great  organ  in  Brigham 
Young's  Temple.  He  returned  to  this  county  in 
the  fall  of  1875. 

Mr.  Hilton's  farm  being  rented  until  September, 
1870,  he  concluded  to  again  indulge  his  propensity 
for  travel,  and  started  East,  visiting  Chicago,  Niag- 
ara Falls  and  Albany,  and  thence  to  New  York 
City  by  boat.  He  spent  eight  days  at  the  Centen- 
nial Exposition  in  Philadelphia,  and  from  there 
went  to  Washington,  where  he  visited  the  grave  of 
the  Father  of  his  Country  at  Mt.  Vernon.  Thence 
by  the  way  of  Pittsburgh,  Cleveland  and  Detroit, 
he  went  into  the  pineries  of  Michigan,  to  visit  his 
brother,  Alanson  V.  Hilton,  now  deceased.  He  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1876, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1877  he  started  West  again, 
going  by  the  way  of  Yankton,  and  by  river  to  Ft. 
Pierre,  and  with  teams  overland  to  Deadwood.  He 
engaged  in  mining  twenty-five  miles  west  of  Dead- 
wood,  at  Bear  Gulch,  for  one  season,  and  was  fairl3' 
successful.  While  here  the  Indians  were  trou- 
blesome, and  thej'  were  compelled  to  break  camp 
and  move  out.  He  then  went  by  team  to  Chey- 
enne, and  thence  by  rail  to  Denver,  returning  home 
by  the  way  of  St.  Louis.  In  1884  he  made  a  trip 
to  Iowa,  and  was  in  a  railway  collision  near  Des 
Moines,  where  one  was  killed  and  one  wounded. 
After  traveling  nearly  all  over  the  East  and  the 
West,  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  began  to  culti- 
vate it  himself,  which  he  has  continued  to  do  since. 
In  1885  he  was  disabled  by  nearly  severing  one  of 
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his  feet  with  an  ax.  Since  then  he  has  made  a  trip 
to  Denver  for  his  health,  and  remained  there  five 
months.  He  partially  recovered  and  returned  home 
by  the  way  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Hilton  is  not  very  active  in  politics,  but 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  the  only  one 
in  Sunbury  Township  who  voted  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket  while  the  war  was  in  progress.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  united 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  1858.  He  became 
an  Odd  Fellow  in  1876,  of  which  he  has  remained 
a  member  in  high  standing  ever  since.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  two  years 
as  a  representative,  and  attended  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State  of  Colorado  in  Denver.  Mr.  Hilton's 
extensive  travel  has  made  him  a  man  familiar  with 
nearly  all  sections  of  the  country,  and  he  is  possessed 
of  a  valuable  fund  of  knowledge  on  general  subjects 
besides. 

We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  on  an  adjoining 
page  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Hilton. 
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JOHN  H.  BECKER,  one  of  the  most  highly 
esteemed  citizens  in  Chatsworth  To^Tiship, 
resides  near  the  town  limits,  where  he  owns 
eight  acres  of  land  and  a  handsome  and  con- 
venient residence,  with  tlie  out-buildings  required  by 
the  suburban  dweller.  In  another  portion  of  the 
township  he  has  a  quarter  section,  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  superintends  and  from  the  proceeds  of 
which  he  enjoys  a  handsome  income.  He  is  one  of 
the  self-made  men  of  Livingston  County,  who  came 
from  across  the  Atlantic  hoping  to  better  himself 
both  sociaUj-  and  financially,  arriving  here  with  but 
$15  in  his  pocket.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  good 
propertj^,  which  he  has  accumulated  b}'  hard  work 
and  the  exercise  of  the  strictest  economy. 

Mr.  Becker  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Olden- 
bm-g,  Germany,  in  the  city  of  Jever,  Jul}'  6,  1825. 
He  was  reared  in  the  agricultural  districts  and  re- 
mained near  his  birthplace  until  the  spring  of  1853, 
and  until  twenty -eight  years  of  age.  The  labors  of 
manj'  j^ears  had  been  quite  unsatisfactory  in  their 
results  and  he  determined  upon  a  change  of  loca- 
tion.    Embarking  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Bremen,  he 
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with  quite  a  company  of  his  fellow  connti-ymen 
Itounrl  for  different  places,  set  sail  for  the  New 
World,  and  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks  landed  in 
New  Orleans.  A  few  days  later  he  pn)ceeded  up 
the  river  to  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  and  thence  to  Peoria  in 
this  State.  From  there  he  went  into  Wt>odford 
County,  where  he  engasred  in  fanning,  and  in  due 
time  made  the  acquaintance  of  his  future  wife,  Miss 
Matha  il.  Williams,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
the  spring  of  1858. 

Mrs.  Becker  was  liorn  in  the  Kingdom  of  Han- 
over, and  came  to  the  L^nited  States  with  her  mother, 
brother  and  sister  about  18.57.  Her  father  had 
died  in  the  old  country.  Om'  subject  after  his 
marriage  came  to  Li^■ingston  Count}'  and  located 
with  his  bride  near  Pontiac,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming,  and  from  there  he  removed  some  years 
Later  to  Charlotte  Township,  and  occupied  the  farm 
which  he  now  i>wns  until  1 882.  He  then  abandoned 
active  labor  and  took  possession  of  his  present  home- 
stead, where  he  is  jiassing  his  later  years  in  the  ease 
and  comfort  to  which  he  is  amj)ly  entitled. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Becker  there  were  born  only 
two  children :  Christian  J.,  au  enterprising  young 
fanner  of  Charlotte  Townshiix  whose  biography  will 
be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  Manno  M., 
the  wife  of  Ilem-y  M.  Flassner,  a  resident  of  Char- 
lotte Townshij).  Mr.  Becker,  after  becoming  a 
imtui-alized  citizen,  identified  himself  with  the  Re- 
publican part}',  to  which  he  still  closely  adheres.  He 
an<l  his  excellent  wife  are  memljers  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  are  held  in  the 
highest  respect  by  the  residents  of  Chatsworth  and 
vicinity.  Mr.  BeckerV  only  sister.  Anna,  is  the 
wife  of  Carl  Sigert,  and  lives  in  Chatsworth. 


yMLLIAM  BLAIX.  wh,,  is  not  only  an  ex- 
teiL-iv(!  fanner  and  stock-grower  on  section 
^  „  31.  but  a  prominent  man  in  all  the  affairs 
of  Plea.<ant  Ridge  Township,  was  b(jrn  in  Orange 
County.  N.  Y.,  on  the  30th  of  September,  Ibil. 
He  i>  the  non  of  Abia  and  Fannie  (Baird)  Ul.iin. 
lioth  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  tiorn  in 
\T.)'.I.  and  died  on  the  2.".d  of  Septemljer,  1847. 
\V'hen  Mr.  Abia  Blain  was  a  young  man  he  wa.s  ap- 


prenticed to  a  wagon-maker  in  Newburg,  and 
served  for  three  years.  After  the  expiration  of  his 
ai)prenticeship  he  opened  a  shop  of  his  own  at  AVar- 
wick.  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  From  there 
he  went  to  Butler,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  He  was  a  prominent  mem- 
ber in  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  belonged  to  the 
Democratic  part3^  The  mother  was  1  Mini  in  1800, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  sketch,  in 
1887,  is  still  living,  and  envoys  fairly  good  health. 
She  has  been  a  widow  since  1 847,  and  has  resided 
with  our  subject  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Townshij).  She 
is  the  mother  of  seven  children,  William,  our  sub- 
ject, being  the  oldest;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Love_,o.y;  Mary  E.  died  Dec.  10,  1830,  aged  ten 
years,  four  months  and  thirteen  days;  Cynthia  mar- 
ried George  B.  Holland,  and  died  Feb.  17,  1870; 
Paulina  was  born  jMaj'  27,  1832,  and  died  Jan.  ;>, 
1842;  Christina,  born  in  October,  1835,  mamecl 
William  Zeek,  and  died  Jan.  lii,  ISGC;  Abia  M., 
born  July  15,  1838,  died  Jan.  18,  1S47. 

William  Blain,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  H.  Center,  a  native  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  on  the  3()th  of  Seiitember,  1851.  She  was 
born  July  13.  1832,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Dewej')  Center,  natives  of 
New  York  State.  Her  father  was  born  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1793,  and  died  at  the  age  of  fifty -six 
years ;  he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  thr(  )Ugh 
industry  and  good  management'accumulated  large 
property  interests.  The  mother  was  born  on  the 
'.)th  of  December,  1805,  and  died  on  the  10th  of 
August,  1884,  in  LaSalle  County,  lU.  They  were 
the  i)arents  of  the  following  children:  Helen,  born 
July  13,  1832;  Hallet  C.,  born  Dec.  2G,  1833;  John, 
born  May  11,  183(;:  Dow  D..  bom  Aug.  S.  1838; 
Eliza  B.,  born  May  12,  1841,  and  Harriet  J.,  born 
Feb.  12,  1845.  All  these  chikbeu  are  stiU  living. 
To  Mr.  anil  Mrs.  Blain  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren; Theron,  Aug.  30,  1853:  ld;i  \V.,  Nov.  14^ 
1.S55;  Nathaniel  A.,  Nov.  18,  18.">'.i,  and  Fannie  M., 
born  Fell.  20,  18i;5.and  dii'd  on  tiie  (Uli  of  Novem- 
lier.  l.Slw. 

Mr.  Blain  came  to  Illinois  in  1867,  and  purchased 
240  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Townshi|),  ujion 
w])ich  he  now  I'esides.  He  also  owns  a  snug  little  farm 
of  seventy-nine  acres  in  P\ird  County,  111.    His  early 
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echication  was  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  and 
Ijj'  constant  reading  he  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times 
in  the  waj'  of  information  about  current  events.  His 
political  beliefs  are  in  harmony  with  the  jninciples 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  such  official  positions 
as  he  has  been  i)l;tci'(l  he  has  discharged  his  trusts  to 
the  satisfaction  i>(  the  people.  In  1872  he  was 
elected  Sujjervisor  for  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  He  takes  a 
[nominent  jiart  in  the  political,  religious  and  busi- 
ness affairs  of  the  township.  He  is  a  Trustee  and  an 
Polder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Fairljury,  and 
for  fifteen  years  has  served  as  School  Director.  He 
is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
in  wliich  he  has  lilled  some  of  the  princiiial  chairs. 
In  all  respects  he  is  a  first-class  citizen,  a  man  who 
looks  closely  after  his  own  business,  and  devotes  but 
little  time  to  the  management  of  the  business  of 
other  people. 
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-iffOHN  T.  MORTIMORE.     No  county  in  the 
I  I    great  Prairie  State  can  boast  of  such  an  ar- 

dl    ray  of  intelligent  agriculturists  as  Living- 
Jj    ston.     Everywhere  are  evidences  of  thrift, 

wisdom  and  enterprise,  and  on  section  33,  Owego 
Township,  is  comfortably  located  the  farm  where 
one  of  Livingston  County's  good  farmers  is  prose- 
cuting his  chosen  calling  with  success.  This  farm 
consists  of  eighty  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land, 
with  a  tasteful  and  substantial  farm  building,  a 
good  barn,  and  all  the  accessories  of  tlie  intelligent 
and  progressive  farmer,  and  here  he  spends  his 
time  as  an  industrious  and  law-abiding  citizen,  en- 
joying the  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  fulfilling 
the  obligations  incident  to  liis  station  as  a  substan- 
tial member  of  the  eoraraunil\-. 

j\Ir.  Mortimore  is  a  native  of  Putnam  County, 
111.,  and  was  born  on  the  8th  of  April,  18.38.  He 
is  the  son  of  Henry  T.  and  Hannah  J.  Mortiinore, 
of  Pontiac,  the  father  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
se3',  and  the  mother  being  liurn  in  Rochester,  N. 
Y.  The  parents  were  married  in  Putnam  County 
in  1857,  and  liave  been  blessed  with  four  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  John  T.,  Frank  JI., 
ilarvy  O.  and  Mary  L.     The    settlement    of    the 


parents  in  Livingston  County  occurred  about 
twenty  years  ago,  when  they  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Owego  Township,  where  they  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1887.  when  they  moved  to 
Pontiac,  where  they  now  leside.  Tiie3'  own  320 
acres  of  land  in  Owego  Township;  upon  wliich  they 
spent  tvveiity  of  the  best  years  of  their  lives.  The 
fatlier  has  always  been  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  and  his  fellow- 
citizens  of  Owego  Township  chose  him  as  their 
Trustee.  The  father  and  mother  are  both  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
wliich  the  father  was  for  many  years  a  Trustee,  and 
a  leading  man  in  the  management  of  church  affairs, 
for  which  he  was  admirably  fitted,  on  account  of 
his  good  judgment  and  ability  to  grasp  all  ques- 
tions as  they  presented  themselves.  During  their 
long  and  active  life  both  of  the  parents  labored 
zealously  for  the  improvement  of  their  neighbors, 
as  well  as  themselves,  and  now  that  they  have 
retired  from  active  life  to  siiend  their  declin- 
ing years  in  the  city  of  I'ontiac,  they  carry  with 
them  the  best  wishes  and  kindest  regards  of  all  their 
old  neighbors  of  Owego  Townshiii. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  ^^ki'tch  I'anie  to 
Livingston  County  wlien  lie  was  in  the  tenth  year 
of  his  age,  and  iii>  life  fiom  that  period  has  been 
spent  in  this  county,  as  a  farmer  boy,  as  a  i)upil  in 
the  common  schools,  and  as  a  farmer  aftei'  he  reached 
the  age  of  maturity.  His  education  i>  ;!■- thorougii 
and  complete  as  could  be  ol)taiiKMl  in  tlic  >chools  of 
tlie  day.  but  he  lias  kept  abreast  of  tlic  tlionght  of 
the  day  by  constant  reading  of  tlie  cuiicnt  publica- 
tions. 

Mr.  Morriinore  w:is  mari'icd,  on  the  .'id  of  Febru- 
ary, IS.sC,  to  Ida  A.  lliltabrand,  of  Owego  Town- 
shi]),  and  one  child  has  been  Ixirn,  ii|ioii  wlioin  they 
ha\e  conferred  the  name  of  Mytia  J.,  its  liirth  hav- 
ing occurred  on  the  20th  of  May,  1SS7.  As  stated 
above,  Mr.  Mortimore's  farm  consists  of  cigiity  acres, 
every  acre  of  whicli  is  tillalile,  and  i>  made  availa- 
ble either  in  th<'  production  of  annuiil  <io]is  or  for 
grazing  puri)o>es.  Mr.  Mortimore,  as  wa>  bis  father 
before  him,  is  a  Re])ublicaii  in  politio,  and  is  thor- 
ougiily  imbued  witli  all  tlie  niocleni  and  progressive 
te;ieliiiig>  of  tli:it  party.  lie  ha-  -erved  three  years 
in  the  capacity  of  Sehool    Direetor,    and    in  all  edn- 
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cationa)  works  he  entei-s  with  the  ardor  and  enthusiasm 
of  young  manhood.  Mrs.  Moi'timore  is  a  memlicr 
of  the  Methodist  Episeojial  Church,  in  tlie  affairs  of 
which  she  takes  an  active  interest. 

-^ '^'^ ^- 


"ilJOHN  ^y.  STEWART  is  one  of  the  self-made 
men  of  Long  Point  Township,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  on  section  2\.  He  was 
'^^  born  Jan.  10,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Miller)  Stewart,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  died  Oct.  9. 
1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy  j'ears,  and  the  mother 
Jan.  "2,  1867.  To  them  were  born  the  follow- 
ing-named children :  Solomon,  who  was  a  steam- 
boat man  on  the  Ohio  Eiver,  .and  died  from  the  ef- 
fects of  an  injur3-  received  in  May,  188.5,  was 
married  twice,  and  left  a  wife  and  children ;  John- 
son is  unmarried,  and  a  farmer  living  near  Blonon- 
gahela  Citj%  Pa.:  Washington,  who  died  in  1884, 
married  Sarah  Billeter,  and  was  the  father  of  three 
children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased ;  John  W.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch ;  David  married,  and  after 
the  decease  of  his  wife  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army,  and  died  at  the  end  of  two  years,  leaving 
two  children;  AVilliam,  who  married  Louisa  Root, 
had  sis  children,  one  of  whom  is  deceased,  and 
he  died  at  Princeville,  Peoria  Co.,  111.,  in  August, 
1884;  Harriet  is  now  living  with  her  brother  in 
Pennsj'lvania ;  Joseph,  who  lives  in  Washington 
County,  Pa. ;  Henry,  who  is  married  to  Henrietta 
F.  Borgordon,  and  lives  in  New  Albany,  Ind.,  and 
Marj',  who  is  teaching  school  in  Pennsylvania. 

John  W.  Stewart  was  married  on  the  27th  of 
September,  1860,  to  Rosalie  A.  Kenyon,  daughter 
of  John  and  Betsy  (Maxson)  Ken3-on,  natives  of 
New  York.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenyon  were  born 
the  following  children :  Thomas  .1.,  born  May  9, 
1829,  married  three  times,  the  names  of  his  wives 
being  I'olly  Church,  of  New  York,  Lucinda  Allen, 
who  bore  him  one  child,  and  Hannah  Maxson ;  he  now 
lives  on  a  farm  in  Dakota.  Maria,  born  in  1830, 
married  Joel  Hakes,  of  New  York,  who  died  .luly 
16,  1H86,  leaving  two  children;  Rosalie,  wife  of 
our  subject,  born  (Jet.  30,  1832;  Betsy  Angeline, 
born  June  20,  1834,  married  Jo.seph  Fuller,  of  New 


York,  has  a  family  of  fiA'e  children,  and  now  resides 
in  Iowa;  Lunian  K.,  born  June  6,  1837,  married 
Elizabeth  Mason,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Kan- 
sas; Mary  Almeda,  born  Sept.  11,  1842,  married 
Warren  Lamphere,  of  New  Y(_>rk,  who  died  in 
1  881,  leaving  six  children. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  have  been  born  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  Emma  Louisa,  Jul_y  28, 
1861,  now  married  to  George  Coleman,  of  Illinois, 
has  two  children;  George,  born  March  24,  1867,  is 
a  farmer;  William  Henry,  lioi'n  .Tan.  25,  1870,  is  at 
home  attending  the  common  schools  in  which  he  is 
making  good  progress. 

Mr.  Stewart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
a  fair  common-school  education  while  he  remained 
at  home.  At  seventeen  j'ears  of  age  he  left  home, 
and  for  three  years  was  at  work  upon  the  river, 
and  came  to  Livingston  County  in  1869,  where  he 
has  remained  most  of  the  time  since.  lie  now 
owns  1 20  acres  of  land,  eightj'  of  which  are  on 
section  21,  where  he  has  spent^loO  in  tile  <1itching, 
and  forty  on  section  22,  all  of  which  is  under  cul- 
tivation. Mr.  Stewart's  home  is  four  miles  from 
Long  Point,  his  post-ofiice. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  are  both  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Her  parents 
were  Seventh- Day  Baptists.  Mr.  Stewart  in  polit- 
ical matters  acts  with  the  Republican  party,  to 
which  he  gives  faithful  adherence  at  all  times  and 
under  all  circumstances.  He  is  a  citizen  who  en- 
joys the  eoniidence  and  esteem  of  all  his  neighbors. 


ACOB  E.  BROWN,  of  the  firm  of  J.  E. 
Brown  A-  Co.,  bankers,  of  Chatsworth,  is  the 
eldest  of  the  familj'.  and  only  son  of  Thomas 
Y.  and  Mary  A.  (Everett)  Brown.  He  was 
born  in  Brownsville,  Jefferson  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the 
29th  of  September,  1838,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  academy  at 
Brownsville,  N.  Y'.  When  not  in  school  he  assisted 
in  the  lighter  duties  around  the  farm,  and  also  for 
a  time  cleikcd  in  a  store.  In  1856,  when  he  was 
in  his  nineteenth  year,  his  f.amily  moved  to  Living- 
ston County,  111.,  and  settled  in  Germauville 
_•►- 
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Township.     He    assisted    in    the    woric  on  a  farm 
until  the  winter  of  1859,  at  which  time  Chatsworth 
sprang  into  existence,  and  he  entered  into  the  em- 
ploy of  C.  D.   Brooks,  Chatsworth's  first  merchant, 
Postmaster  and  Station  Agent,   as  a  clerk.     In  the 
spring  of  1860   Mr.   Brown  returned   to  his  home 
and  took  charge  of  his  father's  farm,   which  con- 
tained  about    1,200    acres.     In    August,  1802,  his 
bosom  thrilling  with  patriotism,  he  offered  his  serv- 
ices to  the  Government  as  a  soldier,  which  were 
accepted,  and  he  was  mustered  in  and  assigned  to 
Compan_y  M,  9th  Illinois  Cavahy,  and  served  as  a 
member  of  that  company   uiitil  May,    1865,  when 
he  was  mustered  out.     Upon  entering  the  army  he 
joined    the   company  at  Helena,  Ark.,   then  under 
c<mimand  of  Gen.   Steele.      He  was  detailed   under 
different  commanders  as  a   scout,   and   served    in 
different  portions  of  Arkansas.     After  the  downfall 
of  Little  Rock,  in  the  spring  of  1863,   tlie  cavalry 
command  was   removed   across    and  up  the  Missis- 
sippi River  to  Memphis,   Tenn.,  and  ])laced   under 
the  command   of   Gen.   Grierson,    and    during  the 
following  year  he  served  as  detail  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  that  General  and   Gen.   Hatch,  during  the 
summer  of   1864,  doing  like  duty   for  Geu.  Grier- 
son.     N(.)V     19,     18(i4,    he    together    with    forty 
others,  while  on  detached  service,  on  Shoal  Creek, 
near  Florence,  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  held  by 
the  rebels  until  April,   1865,   a  greater  portion  of 
the  time  being  in  the  prison  at  Cahaba,  Ala.    When 
he  was   paroled,  and  while  on  parole,  he  was  com- 
missioned Second  Lienten,ant,  but  being  in  .very  poor 
health   he  .accepted  a  final  discharge   in  May,  and 
returned    home.     For  one  year  he   did  but  little, 
excepting    that  in  the  spring  of   1866   he    took  a 
course  at  Eastman's  Commercial   College  in  Chi- 
cago.    Then  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  was  a  tiller 
of  the  soil  until  1874,  when  he  removed  to  Chats- 
worth,  but  his  health   being   so  precarious  he   gave 
but  little  attention   to  business  for  that  j'ear.     In 
1875  he   was  engaged  as  a  clerk  by  the  hardware 
firm  of  Hall  &   Crane,    where   he    remained    until 
1877.      In  August  of  that  year  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  book-keeper  in  the  banking  house  of  C.  A. 
Wilson  &  Co.,  from  which  position  he  soon  became 
cashier   and    served  in   that  capacity    until    1885, 
wiien  he,  as  senior  member  of    the   firm  of  .1.  E. 


Brown  &  Co.,  succeeded  C.  A.  Wilson  &  Co.  in 

business. 

Oil  the  lOth  of  .lanuary,  1S68,  Mr.  B.  married 
Elizabeth  Browne  Pope,  of  Piper  Cit}-,  III.,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  W.  and  Elizabeth  .J.  (McKee) 
Pope.  She  was  born  in  Rockcastle  County,  Ky., 
on  the  7th  of  January,  1843,  at  which  time  her 
[)arents  were  passing  a  few  months  at  their  winter 
home,  their  permanent  home  being  .at  Lancaster, 
Girard  Co.,  Ky.  In  1855  the  family  removed  to 
Illinois  and  settled  at  Pope's  Grove,  Ford  County, 
and  later,  in  1858,  at  Piper  City.  The  mother 
died  in  1876,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  and  the  father 
died  Jan.  13,  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  3'ears. 
There  were  four  bovs  and  three  girls  in  the  family, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  have 
three  children — Robert  F.,  Bessie  McKee  and  Madge 
Everett;  Mr.  Brown  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Republican  part}^,  and  contributes  of  his  means  and 
time  for  the  success  of  that  organization.  As  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  that  noble  organization.  He  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  E.  G.  Trask  Post  No.  388,  G.  A.  R., 
nnd  occupied  the  position  of  Commander  for  two 
years.  In  his  relations  with  his  fellow-citizens  he 
is  courteous  and  cordial,  and  in  business  affairs  is 
coi'rect  and  conservative.  He  is  a  valuable  citizen, 
in  Chatsworth,  and  takes  a  livelj'  part  in  all  move- 
ments intended  for  her  advancement. 

Mv.  Brow-n,  while  not  a  member,  is  a  regular 
attendant  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,'  of  which 
his  wife  and  two  eldest  children  are  devout  mem- 
bers. 

''^%  ORNELIUS  BEUKMA,   senior    member    of 
'"  the   firm    of   Beukma   &  Dow,  druggists  of 


G 


Saunemin,  is  a  native  of  Plainfield.  N.  J., 
and  was  born  June  .'iO.  1  .s.Vl.  His  parents,  William 
and  Helen  (Beuckm;i)  BeiiUma,  were  born  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  Kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands,  whence  they  emigrated  to  America  in 
1836,  and  in  company  with  relati\es,  located  in 
LaFayette.  Ind.  Tbeucc  they  remi.ived  eastward 
to  New  Jersey.  wIhtc  Ihiv  located  and  remained 
until  186;!.      In    1  s!6;!    the    parents   returned  to  Eu 
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v<,>pe,  but  the  mother  died  after  landing  at  Bremen, 
Oermanv.  The  father  now  resides  nut  f:ir  from 
tlie  place  <  >f  his  1  lirth. 

Mr.  Benkma  aceompanied  his  father  to  Europe  in 
1S(>;!,  wlien  a  lad  nine  years  of  age,  where  he  re- 
mained eleven  ye:irs  mid  completed  his  studies  in 
the  Hiuh  School  at  (irduinaen,  a  noted  institution 
under  the  suijervLsion  of  highly  educated  instructors. 
The  educati^)nal  institutions  of  Holland  have  a 
World-wide  reputation,  and  there  young'  Benkma 
was  admirably  litted  f^)r  the  further  duties  of  life 
and  gained  a  fine  insight  into  business  methods,  also 
acquiring  a  valuable  fund  of  general  information. 
He  I'etnrued  to  America  in  1874,  and  taking  up  his 
abode  near  his  birthplace,  in  Plainfleld,  N.  J.,  was 
there  engaged  one  year  as  a  boiik-kec]>cr,  then  nii- 
gTated  to  the  West  and  to  this  county.  Here  he  en- 
gaged as  a  drug  clerk  two  years  at  Oilell,  and  subse- 
quently entered  the  empl(\v  of  Richard  Evans,  the 
well-knoiMi  Ci)al  operator  of  Streator,  where  he  kept 
books  and  made  himself  useful  in  the  laige  interests 
centered  at  that  jxiint.  Mr.  Benkma  caini'  to 
.Saunemin  in  1882,  and  entered  the  di'uu-storc  of 
Dr.  C.  C  Hemphill,  with  whom  he  remained  two 
years,  and  in  the  meantime  applied  himself  closely 
to  the  Imsiness.  In  Iss-Jhe  received  his  certiticate 
from  the  State  Board  a>  a  licentiate  in  pliarmacy 
and  in  1884  he  established  himself  in  Imsiness  at 
Pontiac,  III.,  where  he  continued  thiec  years.  In 
the  spring  of  I8.s7  lie  associated  himself  with  his 
present  partner  at  Saiiiiemiii,  and  they  have  since 
been  successfully  engaged  at  tlieir  [ireseiit  location 
in  building  nji  a  hicrati\e  trade.  Their  enn-eet 
business  methcid-  lime  e-tablisheil  them  in  the  eoii- 
fideiice  i)f  the  cdniniuiiity  and  they  are  rapidly  lie- 
ciiining  ini]iurt;int  faet(ii>  ainoiii;'  its  leadini>'  iiiter- 
e>t-. 

.Mr.  Bcukliia,  while  a  resident  of  I'cjiitiae,  was  mar- 
ried. Sept.  J,  1884,  t(.  .Mis"  Franco  (';iijielin,  the 
wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  tli<'  luide  in 
.Nel)ra.ska  Township,  Li\iiigston  (  onnty.  Mr>.  li. 
wa.«  born  in  Nebra>ka  Town-hip  April  I'.'i,  I  sd  I , 
and  is  the  ijaug-htcr  of  Thonia-  N.  and  yhiiy  (  anie- 
lin,  who  locMtcd  on  a  traet  of  l:ind  in  \elir:i-k.'i 
T'lwnship  duriicj  it-  e.-nlie-t  -ettlenient,  and  Ijnilt  up 
a  comfoi-fidih-  honie  uljeic  tlii-y  -till  re-ide.  Of 
thi-  union  tliere  i-  one  -on.    William,    liorn  .Nov.    I, 


1 885.  Mr.s.  Beukma  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and 
good  business  capacity,  and  is  conducting  a  millinery 
business  at  Saunemin. 

Our  siili;ei't,  [lolitically.  is  a  w:inii  ,-npporter  of 
Kepiiblie.-in  priiicililes,  ami  >ei\ed  one  year  a>  Clerk 
of  Sanneniin  Towll^hip.  Socially  lie  lielongs  to  the 
Masonic  Lodge  at  Pontiac,  and  is  also  a  meinlier  of 
the  I.  O.  ( ).  F.  at  the  same  place.  He  kee|js  him- 
self jiostcd  upon  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  busi- 
ness, and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  enterprises  set 
(.)n  foot  for  the  general  good  of  the  community'. 
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T/  UDWIG  BISC'HOFF  is  well  known  through- 
II  ^)  out  Avoca  Township  as  one  of  its  most  in- 
1^^  dustrions  and  enterprising  Cierman  farmers, 
who  c<»mmenced  life  in  this  section  practically  with- 
out means,  and  by  a  continued  course  of  industry 
and  deterniiiiation,  has  secured  a  g(jod  homestead 
and  a  good  po.-itioii  among  his  neighbors.  His 
[iroperly  includes  120  acres  of  good  land  on  section 
14,  which  is  enclosed  with  neat  aii<l  substantial 
fencing  and  supplied  with  good  buildings.  His 
farm  stock  and  machinery  are  eicditable  alike  to  the 
man  and  the  township,  and  liear  fair  comparison 
with  those  ad.acent. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  in  the  Kingdom  of  Wui'tem- 
herg.  (u'riuany,  Aug.  17,  1828.  His  parents,  Mat- 
thew and  Margaret  (Polus)  Bischoff,  were  also  of 
(iermau  birth  and  ancestry,  and  passed  their  entire 
lives  oil  their  native  soil.  Our  suliject,  in  common 
with  the  youth  of  that  Fhnjiire,  which  represents 
largely  the  ediie:i1ion  and  eiiltivation  of  Europe, 
commcnce(l  his  studies  in  the  school>  of  his  native 
ProAdnce  when  ;i  lad  six  years  of  age  and  continued 
until  fourteen.  Thereafter  he  was  employed  in 
masonry  and  farming  until  twenty -six  year.s  of  age, 
when,  lieeoming  dissatisfied  with  his  condition  .and 
pro-peet-  in  his  own  country,  he  determined  to  seek 
his  fortune  aenjss  the  Atlantic.  He  set  sail  from 
lla\re  in  Feiniiary,  I S.")  (.  ;iiid  after  a  M)yageof 
foi  ty-1  Wo  (l;iy-  oil  a  sailing-vessel,  landed  in  New 
'idik  City  and  eame  directly  to  tiie  Prairie  State. 
Altera  -holt  lime -pent  in  the  city  of  Chicago  he 
e:ime  into  Stephenson  County,  of  which  he  was  a 
resident  two   years  and    was  employeil   at    larming. 

~.m^ 


I 


RESIDENCE     OFJOSEPH    R  .  KI  NG  ,  5  Ed,  24,  WALDO    TP. 


RESIDENCE   OF    G.  A  .  GARR  E  LS  ,  5E  C. 16  .NEBRASKA   TP. 


te. 


RE51DENCE    OF      JACOB     KIN  G  ,  5EC  .  14,  WALDO    TP. 


S^ 


•►-■— 4« 


-•► 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


Thence  he  remo^-ed  tu  McLean  County,  where  he 
rented  a  ti;u-t  <it'  lanil  several  years,  and  came  in 
18(i5  t(i  his  i>resi-nt  farm  in  Avoca  Tuwnship,  where 
he  has  since   I'c'sided. 

While  a  resicU'ut  of  McLean  Comity.  Mr.  Bis- 
choff  was  married.  Oct.  •_'.■"),  I  SCO.  to  Miss  Mary 
Alendorff,  a  natixc  of  Prussia,  lioru  in  1840.  She 
became  the  mother  of  five  children  and  departed 
this  life  at  her  home  in  A\-oca  Township  April  l'T. 
18S4.  She  was  a  faithful  and  alTectionate  wife,  a 
wise  and  kind  mother,  and  performed  all  her  duties 
in  life  in  a  praiseworthy  maimer.  She  is  remeiii- 
licrcd  by  her  family  and  friends  as  a  lady  wlio  pos- 
sessed all  the  w<jmanly  virtues,  and  was  oreatly 
m<.)nrned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  Bischoff 
has  but  two  children  living,  namely,  Wilhelm,  born 
Feb.  r.,  18()2,  and  Matilda,  Sept.  10,  LSdl).  lie  j 
meddles  little  with  ijolitical  matters,  but  upon  occa- 
sions of  imi^ortant  elections  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Reiniblican  party.  He  is  recognized  as  a  man  hon- 
est in  his  transactions  and  as  a  valued  factor  in  a 
communitv  more  than  ordinarilv   intelligent. 
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\f?OHN  J.  HOPVVOOD,  a  thrifty  farmer  of 
Nebraska  Township,  is  pleasantly  located 
on  section  9,  where  he  raises  some  of  the 
best  crops  of  the  Prairie  State,  and  is  also 
engaged  considerably  in  stock-raising.  He  is  num- 
bered among  the  reliable  men  and  valued  citizens 
of  that  locality,  as  the  worthj'  descendant  of  sub- 
stantial old  German  ancestiy.  the  first  representa- 
tives of  whom  in  America  crossed  the  water  prc)ba- 
bly  200  years  ago. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Moses  and 
Sarah  C.  (James)  Hopwood,  the  former  born  in 
A^irginia,  in  1806,  and  the  latter,  in  Tennessee, 
probably  about  1818.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  the  third  wife  of  Moses  Hopwood.  Of  her 
first  mai'riage  there  was  born  one  daughter,  Eliza, 
who  married  William  Spiers;  by  the  second  no 
children,  and  by  the  third  there  were  seven,  of 
wh(mi  onr  subject  is  the  sec(jnd.  They  were  named 
respectivelj',  Martha;  John  J.,  our  subject;  William 
ISL,  Byron,  Susan  V.,  Allie  Jane,  and  Mary  Geneva. 
Most  of  these  live  in  Illinois;  Susan   is  in  Kansas. 


Byron  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  during  the  late 
war  and  took  the  smallpox  when  aliout  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  Lie  was  brought  home  and  died,  and 
was  buried  in  Central  Cemetery,  Nebraska  Town- 
ship.    The  ]iarents  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Hopwood  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits  and 
received  but  a  limited  education.  lie  remained 
with  his  parents  until  their  decease.  During  the 
late  war  he  was  drafted  into  the  Union  army,  and 
paid  $1)00  for  a  substitute,  who  afterward  deserted, 
was  captured  and  suffered  a  deserter's  fate.  His 
marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Ann  Simpson  tO(jk 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  \\'oodford.  111., 
Feb.  18,  1865.  Mrs.  H.  is  the  daughter  of  Harri- 
son and  Maria  (Combs)  Simpson,  and  was  the  third 
in  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living.  She  was  born  in  Pickaway  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  7,  1844,  and  came  to  Illinois  with  her  parents 
when  a  child  three  years  of  age.  She  remained 
under  the  home  roof  until  her  marriage  with  our 
subject.  Of  this  union  there  are  six  children, 
namely,  Charles  Harrison,  born  Jan.  8,  LsiWl;  Carrie 
Ellen,  born  Dec.  7,  1867,  and  died  June  7,  1872; 
Sarah  M.,  liorn  Feb.  18,  1870;  Benjamin  F.,  Dec. 
15,  1872;  James  A.,  Oct  31,  187G:  John  Edward, 
June  5,  1880,  and  Mark  Y.,  Feb.  26,  1886. 

The  pai'ents  of  Mrs.  Hopwood  were  natives  respect- 
ively of  Ohio  and  Yirginia,  the  father  born  in  181!), 
and  the  mother  in  August,  1814.  Harrison  Simp- 
son si)ent  his  last  years  in  Collins  C'ounty,  Tex.,  where 
his  death  took  place  in  Januarj-,  1885.  His  remains 
were  taken  to  Minonlc,  111.,  for  burial.  The  mother 
is  still  living  in  Texas.  Mrs.  II.,  like  her  husband, 
is  of  German  descent  on  her  father's  side. 

^^  ONRAD  MUNZ,  whose  farm  is  located  on 
111  r  •*'?<-''''0'i  25,  and  is  considered  the  finest  in  the 
^^'  township  of  Pleasant  Hidge,  was  born  in  the 
canton  of  Thurgau,  Switzerland,  on  the  2!)tli  of 
April,  1841.  This  canton  is  in  the  northeastern  [lart 
of  Switzerland,  and  is  separated  from  Baden  by  the 
River  Rhine.  It  has  an  area  of  270  scpiare  miles, 
and  a  population  of  about  100,000,  of  whom  four- 
fifths  .are  Protestants.  The  surface  is  undulating 
and  fertile,  and  the  ct)uutr3'  is  watered  bj^  the  Thur, 
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the  Sitter  and  the  Murg  RiA^ei-s.  Agriculture,  spin- 
ning and  weaving  are  the  chief  operations  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  parents  of  Mr.  JMiniz  were  Jacob 
and  Klizabeth  (Altwegg)  Munz.  «iio  wire  natives 
of  Switzerland.  The  father  was  bdin  mi  the  Uh  i^if 
September.  1  SI •>.  and  died  June  21.  lS."i8.  He  was 
bv  occupation  a  fanner  and  wine  dealer,  and  achieved 
considerable  reputation  for  the  vintage  vi  his  wines. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Switzerland  July  29,  1S2'2, 
and  died  Jan.  3.  18(!l.  They  were  both  devoted  t<i 
zealous  Christian  work.  The  names  of  the  children 
were  as  follows:  Conrad,  Jacob.  Ma.  Eniil,  Anna, 
John  and  Wilhelmina.  two  of  wlioni  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Munz  came  to  America  in  1S7;1,  and  landetl 
in  New  York  October  28.  lie  v:\mr  almost  imme- 
diately to  Livingston  County,  and  pnrchMSed  120 
acres  of  land,  to  which  lie  has  aildcd  forty  acivs. 
He  has  erected  a  full  complement  of  fanii  luiildiiigs, 
all  of  which  are  constructed  with  a  view  to  comfort 
and  beautv.  He  has  put  in  over  JiO.OoO  tiles,  and 
has,  therefore,  a  most  completely  drained  farm.  Ta1v- 
ing  its  aiipointments  throughout  Sir.  Munz  lias  as 
tine  a  farm  as  there  is  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township, 
and  lie  has  recently  purchased  104  acres  of  very  ex- 
cellent land  near  Fairburv.  Livingston  County. 

August  2!).  1871,  Mr.  Munz  \vn>  mai-iicd  in 
.Switzerlan<l  to  Catherine  Blumer.  who  wa<  boin  Fcli. 
2.  184!i.  To  tlicni  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Frieda,  Annie,  David.  I'nnl.  Joiiiithan 
and  Conrad.  Two  children  dieil  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mi>.  .Munz  are  lioth  ineinbers  of  tlie  Onii>h 
Churcji,  in  wiiich  ciiurch  they  were  both  raised. 

Jlr.  Munz  is  an  enterprising  cattle  grower,  and 
raises  a  considerable  number  of  horses,  hut  does  not 
make  any  [iretensions  to  cultivating  blooded  holies. 
He  has  on  his  f:irni  a  large  \  incyard.  :ind  iTieli  ye:ir 
manufacture-  from  .-ix  to  eight  li,-irrel>  of  wine., 
Mr.  Mnnz  proeure(l  the  piipers  which  made  lihii  a 
full  citizen  of  the  I'niled  .St:ite>  only  abont  two 
years  ago.  He  has  not  taken  a  very  active  interest 
in  politics,  caring  nothing  for  office-holding,  ;ind  the 
only  odicial  position  he  ha-  consented  to  hold  was 
that  of  .School  Directoi'.  for  which  he  wa-  laninently 
litted  by  education.  In  hi-  ii;ilivc  coniitry  Mr. 
Mnnz  received  a  high  c'hic.'il  ion,  :ind  while  in  that 
coinitiT  he  was  engaged  nio-t  of  the-  1  iine  ;i-  book- 
kee[M>r  and  clerk  in  a  large   -ilk  and  diiniask  tactory. 


a  position  which  required  considerable  knowledge  (jf 
business.  At  one  time  in  Switzerland  he  was  quite 
wealthy,  but  reverses  overtook  him  which  swept 
a\\:iy  the  greater  portion  of  his  fortune.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  substantial  men  of 
the  township  in  which  he  re-iides,  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  eveivbodv  who  knows  him. 


AMES  BESGROVE.  of  Belle  Prairie  Town- 
ship, is  a  prominent  rejiresentative  of  its 
wealth  ;iiid  (irosperity,  and  the  prf>prietor  of 
J  one  of  its  clioicest  farms,  comprising  IGO 
a(a'es  on  section  1.  lie  obtained  the  land  while  it 
was  in  its  uncultivated  state,  purchasing  first  eighty 
acres  whii'Ii  he  improved,  and  then  doubling  the 
amount,  lie  ]mt  u))  later  a  fine  residence  and  all 
the  other  structures  required  by  the  intelligent  and 
skillful  agriculturist.  For  many  years  he  diligently 
tilled  the  soil  ami  ti.iok  careful  note  of  his  expendi- 
t:ires,  an<l  ei'e  long  found  himself  on  the  high  road 
to  a  competency.  lie  wisely  invested  his  surplus 
capitiil  in  additional  land.  Soon  after  coming  to 
this  section  of  coiintiy  he  was  recognized  as  a  valued 
:idditioii  to  the  <'onimunity,  and  is  respected  no  less 
foi'  his  -traiuhtforward  Inisiness  methods  than  fta- 
his  kindly  persoiud  character. 

A  hirge  i)roporti(.)n  of  Livingston  Comity  is  set- 
tkMl  by  substantiid  English  residents,  and  our  sub- 
ject was  himself  born  in  Somersetshire,  Dec.  13, 
I84(i.  His  [larents,  Ch;irles  and  P^liza  (Browning) 
BesgroNX',  were  also  of  English  birth  and  parentage, 
and  the  father  who  died  in  l.S(!2  sjKmt  his  entire  life 
in  hi-  native  land.  The  mother  is  still  living  in 
faigland.  and  is  now  .a  very  old  kidy.  The  parental 
lamily  inclndecl  seven  children,  of  whom  (me  died 
ill  Infancy.  Those  surviving  were  named  respect- 
ively, William.  Henry,  M;ny  A..  James,  of  our 
-ketch.  Alfred  :md  Charles.  Most  of  the  brothers. 
:ind  -ist(as  are  located  in  Missoui'i. 

.Mr.  l!e-gro\e  came  to  the  United  St:jtes  when  a 
youth  of  sixteen  yc;}]-^  of  jige,  -tarting  out  by  him- 
-clf  :ifler  the  (le;ilh  of  his  f.atlua'.  :ind  bidding  adieu 
to  the  as-oiiate-  .and  IVicaid-  of  hi-  childhood.  Af- 
ter :i  tedioii-  \  iiyagc  of  five  wc<'ks  and  three  days  on 
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a  sailino-vessel,  he  lauded  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Albany,  where  he  found 
himself  i)enniless  and  a  stranger.  He  ff>uiul  means 
to  commnnicate  with  his  brother  Henry,  who  liad 
preceded  him  tn  tliis  cduntry,  and  was  located  in 
McLean  County.  111.,  who  -cnt  fm-  him.  and  he 
Worked  thereafter  in  that  vicinity  by  tlu-  month 
aliout  three  years,  at  §200  per  year.  By  theni<ist 
rigid  economy  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  had  man- 
aged to  .save  the  sum  required  to  make  his  tirst  pur- 
cha.se  of  uncultivated  prairie  land. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  our  subject  was 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Mastis,  which  took 
place  in  Indian  Grove  Townshijj,  Jan.  1,  IS7-2.  Mrs. 
B.,  liorn  Sept.  4,  1 8.53,  is  a  native  of  the  same  shire 
as  her  husljand,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1870. 
Her  parents  died  in  England.  Their  family  included 
four  children — Mary.  Susan.  Elizabeth  and  Sarah 
N.  The  children  of  Mr.  and  JMrs.  Besgrove,  seven 
living  and  one  dead,  were  born  as  follows :  Frank, 
Nov.  18,  1873:  Herliert  J.,  Oct.  4,  1875;  Mary  C, 
Oct.  4.  1S77:  Blanche  E.,  Sept.  3,  1879;  Fanny, 
Aug-.  '.),  1.S81  ;  Charles,  April  23,  1883;  Annie,  Jan. 
26,  1885;  and  Eliza,  born  Sept,  12,  1.S87,  and  died 
Sept.  27,  1887.  They  constitute  a  bright  and 
promising  family,  ■  receiving  a  good  education  as 
thej'  reach  the  proper  age  to  attend  school  and  bene- 
fit by  its  advantages.  Mr.  Besgrove  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

lAEAK  M.  BULLARD.  the  leading  livery 
man  at  Forest,  is  a  native  of  Fullerville,  St. 
f«j))))|j  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  1'.,  and  was  born  on  the 
6th  of  October,  1836.  He  is  the  son  of 
Luther  and  Sallie  M.  (Lee)  Bnllard,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. Luther  Bullard,  in  early  life  learned  the 
trade  of  bellows-making,  and  .subsequently  engaged 
with  others  in  the  manufacture  of  pjtash  and  iron, 
operated  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  thus  became  widely 
and  well  known.  In  the  fall  of  1844  the  family 
removed  to  Bureau  County,  111.,  making  the  jour- 
ney in  wagons.  While  living  there,  the  father  be- 
ing of  a  mechanical  turn,  adopted  the  tr.ade  of  a 
carpenter,  to  which  he  applied  himself  during  the 
remaining  days  of  his  life.     He  died  in  Dec('mber, 


1847,  while  his  wife  survived  him  many  years. 
.Slie  died  in  Ai)ril,  1886,  having  lived  more  than 
seventy-five  years. 

Four  bo3's  and  two  girls  constituted  their  family 
of  cliildren:  one  girl  died  in  infancy,  and  one  son, 
Cheselton,  died  of  typhoid  fevei'in  1847,  one  month 
jirior  to  the  death  of  the  father.  Those  living  are 
Lucian,  who  at  present  occui)ies  the  position  of 
Postmaster  at  Forest;  Lockhart  was  a  carpenter,  and 
resides  in  Iowa;  Delcena  is  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Igon, 
of  F'orest;  Morenus  resides  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
and  B.  M.  is  our  subject. 

Mr.  Bullard  was  eight  years  old  wiien  tlie  family 
settled  in  Illinois,  and  has  since  been  a  resident  of 
his  adopted  State.  He  was  reared  to  work  upon 
the  farm,  and  resided  in  Bureau  C'ount3'  until  1861, 
when  he  enlisted  and  was  mustered  into  the  service 
in  Company  E,  33d  Illinois  Infantry.  It  was  known 
as  the  Norm.al  Regiment,  as  nearly  all  the  officers, 
and  many  of  the  privates,  were  from  the  Illinois 
State  Normal  University,  having  been  organized  at 
Bloomington.  The  regiment  was  mustered  in  on 
tlio  loth  of  August,  1861,  under  Charles  E.  Hovey, 
formerly  President  of  the  Illinois  State  University. 
Tlie  officers  and  men  were  drawn  from  nearly  all 
portions  of  the  State,  many  of  them  being  former 
students  and  teachers  in  tiie  Normal  University. 
On  the  20th  of  September  the  regiment  entered  act- 
ive service  at  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  then  a  frontier  post, 
where  it  remained  for  nearly  five  months.  Three 
companies  were  stationed  on  the  Iron  Mountain 
Railroad,  on  guard  duty.  On  the  15th  of  October 
two  of  the  companies,  to  one  of  which  Mr.  Bullard 
belonged,  were  attacked,  and  lie  with  others  was 
taken  prisoner.  On  tlie  2 1st  of  Octol)er  the  re- 
mainder of  the  regiment  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Frederickstown,  in  which  Jeff  Thompson's  army 
was  routed  with  heav_v  loss.  On  the  1st  of  March. 
1S62,  the  regiment  marched  southward  witii  Gen. 
Steele's  column,  which  united  with  tlie  main  armj' 
under  Gen.  Curtis  at  Batesville,  Ark.,  and  then 
made  the  celelirated  inarch  to  White  River  V'alley. 
in  which  the  army  was  for  some  time  lost  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Northern  public,  and  suffered  con- 
siderable hardships  and  iirivations.  During  this 
march,  on  the  7th  of  Julj',  a  portion  of  the  regi- 
ment was  concerned  in  a  severe  fight  at  Ceche 
■» 
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Baj'Oii,  in  which  Gen.  Rust's  Texans  were  defeated 
with  great  loss.  On  the  UUh  of  July  the  aiiiiv  ar- 
rived at  lleleiui.  Ark.,  and  the  reoiuient  w.is  sta- 
tioned at  and  near  Oiil  Tnun  Landing,  below  He- 
lena, until  October,  and  during  this  time  made  fre- 
quent expeditions  into  the  interior,  and  liad  numer- 
ous skirmislies  with  the  enemy. 

At  St.  Genevieve  in  .Southern  Missouri,  under 
(4en.  Davidson,  on  tlie  ICtli  of  JLireh  the  regiment 
emharked,  and  descended  the  river  to  Milliken's 
Bend,  La.,  where  it  joined  the  ex|)editi()n  ;ind  en- 
gaged in  the  great  campaign  against  N'icksburg.  It 
composed  a  part  of  Carr's  liivision,  of  llie  l.'ilh 
Army  Corps,  and  .-it  the  liattle  of  Cluimpion  Mills. 
on  the  llltli  of  May.  it  was  in  the  foi'emost  lines. 
After  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  the  regiment  was 
transferred,  on  the  l',ith  of  August,  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  which  was  under  conim:nid  of 
Gen.  N.  P.  Banks.  On  the  lyth  of  XovendxM-  it 
embarked  on  a  vessel  ftn'  Texas,  and  iilanted  the 
Union  colors  on  the  walls  of  Ft.  Hspeninza  on  the 
oOth  of  November.  Afterward  it  occupied  lu- 
dianola,  whdi'e  the  regiment  re-enlisted  in  the  veteran 
service,  and  in  January,  1801,  departed  for  Illinois 
on  veteran  furlough.  After  spending  thirty  days  at 
home,  the  regiment  returned  to  New  Orleans,  where 
it  was  largely  increased  by  recruits.  It  then  en- 
gaged in  guarding  railroads  in  Louisiana  until  the  1st 
of  March,  IStlo,  when  it  went  to  Mobile,  and  partici- 
pated in  its  capture.  It  then  went  to  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  and  was  the  first  regiment  of  Union  troops  to 
appear  in  that  city.  The  regiment  was  subsequently 
stationed  at  Meriden,  Miss.,  and  was  mustered  out 
of  the  service  at  Yazoo  City  in  December,  ISCj. 

The  first  time  our  subject  was  under  fire  was  at 
J5ig  River  Bridge,  on  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad, 
within  forti'  miles  of  St.  Louis,  on  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1861.  There  were  only  about  foily  men  in 
the  engagement,  and  they  wire  surrounded  by  (Jen. 
Jeflf.  Thompson's  comnnind.  and  t.Hkeii  prisouei's. 
They  were  soon  paroled,  and  in  l'"cbru;iiy,  |.si)2, 
were  exchiingcd.  ami  on  the  1st  of  .M;ncb  rejoined 
the  regiment  at  I'ihil  Knob,  .Mo.,  and  with  it 
marched  to  Helena,  Ark.  On  llic  jjiarcli  l(j  (hat 
place  our  subject  was  altack(Ml  by  brain  fever,  and 
for  fom-teen  days  l.ay  iniconscions  at  Pocahontas, 
.Mo.     On  June  23,  having    paitially    recovered,  he 
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started  with  a  provision  train,  and  was  soon  again 
with  the  ret;iment.  After  the  war  he  returned 
North,  and  settled  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township, 
Livingston  County,  where  he  engaged  in    farming. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1867,  Mr.  Bullard  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Hoover)  Chambers,  who  wns 
born  in  Richland  Township,  Marshall  Co.,  HI.  He 
continned  farming  until  August,  1884,  and  then 
came  to  Forest, and  engaged  in  his  present  business. 
To  .Mr.  ,ind  Mrs.  Bullard  have  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are,  Dell,  Mason,  John,  Byron 
and  Nellie.  Mr.  Bullard  still  owns  his  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  and  ;dso 
owns  pro[K'rly  in  Forest. 

Ill  politics  iMr.  Bullard  adheres  faithfully  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Republican  party,  and  gives  to  its 
candidates  a  cordial  and  hearty  suiiport.  He  was 
Assessor  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Township  for  twelve 
years,  and  in  1880  was  the  census  enumerator.  He 
has  served  as  School  Trustee  for  three  years,  School 
Director  for  five  years,  and  was  President  of  the 
Village  Board  for  one  year.  He  is  a  member  of 
Forest  Lodge  No.  614,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  writing  of  this  sketch  is  Commander  of 
Forest  Post  No.  114,  G.  A.  R.  In  both  of  these 
orders  he  takes  an  active  interest,  and  occupies  a 
prominent  position. 


GRACE  W.  WINSOR,  the  owner  of  a  fine 
and  valuable  farm  of  160  acres  in  Dwight 
Township,  traces  his  family  history  back  to 
England,  and  tradition  has  it  that  the  pat- 
ronymic and  that  of  Windsor  Castle,  one  of  the  favor- 
ite residences  of  the  reigning  Queen,  were  in  some 
vague  manner  closely  connected,  although  the  lapse 
of  years  has  partially  obscured  the  detailed  histor3'. 
The  family,  however,  are  certainly  of  English  de- 
scent and  of  great  antiquity,  and  were  the  holders 
of  valuiil)lc  estates  ill  England  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  Time,  however,  which  works  changes  in 
all  men  and  conditions,  constrained  one  of  the  later 
descendants  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New  World. 
Thisgenlleman,  thegreat-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
crossed   the  Atlantic  during  the  Colonial  days,  and 
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settler!  in  Rhode  Islanrl  near  his  kinsman,  Ko<)in- 
Williams,  tiie  eminent  champion  of  religii)us  free- 
dom and  the  founder  of  the  Baptist  C'hurcii  in  this 
country. 

The  Winsor  family  for  manj^  generations,  true  to 
their  natui'al  instincts  and  their  early  training,  cou- 
tinue<l  Baptists  of  the  Old  School,  and  strictly  ad- 
hered to  the  peculiar  and  strict  doctrines  of  that 
faith.  From  this  branch  of  the  Winsor  family 
there  were  two  sons — David  and  Charles,  who  after 
marriage  located  in  .Sterling,  Windham  Co.,  Conn. 
David,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  married 
Miss  Lydia  Angel,  of  Situate,  R.  I.,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  thirteen  childreu.  David  Win- 
sor was  very  successful  in  life  and  became  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  200  acres,  where  he 
carried  on  agriculture,  Imt  only  lived  to  be  middle 
aged,  his  death  occurring  when  he  was  forty-two 
years  old.  His  wife,  however,  a  lady  of  more  than 
ordinarj'  intelligence  and  excellent  business  capac- 
ity, kept  her  children  together  until  they  were  old 
enough  to  go  out  into  the  world  for  themselves. 
She  spent  the  remainder  of  her  life  upon  the  home- 
stead, and  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years. 

Among  the  sous  of  David  and  Lydia  Winsor  was 
Daniel,  the  father  of  our  subject.  He  was  born  at 
his  father's  fann  near  Sterling,  Conn.,  Dec.  5,  1794, 
and  was  the  eldest  of  the  children.  He  continued 
under  the  home  roof,  Itecoming  familiar  with  all 
the  employments  of  farm  life,  and  was  a  3-outh  of 
eighteen  years  at  the  death  of  his  father.  He  then 
became  manager  of  the  farm  and  discharged  liis 
responsible  duties  with  rare  good  judgment.  He 
remained  the  support  and  counselor  of  his  widowed 
mother  for  ten  years  following,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sallie  Westcott,  of  Coventry,  R.  I. 
This  lady  was  the  daughter  of  Silas  and  Annie 
(Wicks)  Westcott,  and  after  her  marriage  reijaired 
to  the  homestead  of  her  husband,  where  they  con- 
tinued five  years.  Mr.  Winsor  then  purchased  the 
farm  adjoining,  where  he  resided  for  a  jjeriod  of 
thirty  years,  and  after  the  death  of  his  wife  came 
to  the  home  of  his  son,  our  subject,  where  he  spent 
his  last  days,  his  death  occurring  AprU  .30,  1878. 
His  life  had  been  characterized  by  great  energy 
and   industry,    and   he   was   widely  and  favorably 
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known  as  a  qniet  and  inoffensive  citizen,  over  at- 
tentive to  the  call  of  duty,  a  kind  neiglibor  and 
friend,  and  one  who  always  iiad  in  mind  llie  welfare 
and  comfort  of  iiis  family.  Tiie  family  included 
nine  children,  named  respectively,  Annie,  I'lielte, 
Horace  W.,  Lydia,  Lucy,  Christopher,  David, 
Lucy  (ad)  and  Thom.as,  all  born  in  Sterling,  Conn. 
Of  these  two  are  living  and  residents  of  Livingston 
County. 

Horace  Vv".  Winsor  was  born  attlie  old  lioraesttad, 
Oct.  14,  1822.  In  common  with  his  l)rothers  and 
sisters  he  received  a  fair  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  at 
which  he  worked  seven  3^ears  in  Worcester  County, 
Mass.  Before  reaching  liis  twenty-third  year  he  was 
married,  April  7,  184.5,  to  Miss  Sabra,  daugiiter  of 
John  A.  and  P0II3'  (Barbar)  Gallup.  Tlie  parents 
of  Mrs.  W.  were  descendants  of  an  old  Puritan 
family,  which  is  further  referred  to  in  tlie  biogra- 
phies of  Orrin  and  Daniel  Gallup,  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 

Our  subject  after  his  marriage  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  his  father's  farm,  where  he  continued 
four  years.  Then,  desirous  of  seeing  something  of 
tlie  great  West,  lie  came  to  Illinois  and  purchased 
a  .farm  near  Waltham,  LaSalle  Count}',  which  lie 
operated  fourteen  years,  and  from  wliich  he  re- 
moved to  his  present  homestead.  Here,  as  else- 
where, he  has  been  distinguished,  like  his  fore- 
fathers, for  his  thorough-going  inilustry,  by  the 
exercise  of  which  he  has  built  up  one  of  the  most 
desirable  homesteads  in  this  section,  and  is  espec- 
ially uoticealile  for  his  strict  integrity  and  blameless 
character.  Politically  he  is  a  straight  Republican, 
and,  with  his  excellent  wife,  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

The  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Winsor  was  maile 
glad  by  the  birtn  of  three  children,  two  daughters 
and  a  son.  The  eldest,  I^mily  A.,  in  1868  became 
the  wife  of  Samuel  McCord,  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  Audrain  County,  Mo. ;  Herbert  E.,  a  youtii  of 
more  than  ordinary  intellect,  perfected  himself  in 
the  study  of  law,  was  graduated  from  Hillsdale 
College,  and  is  now  a  practicing  attorney  in  Mar- 
shall, Mich.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Eldridge,  of 
Dwight;  they  occupy  a  pleasant  home  and  enjoy 
the    soeietv    of  a  large  circle  of  refined  and  culti- 
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vatoil  people-  Helen  M.  Wiusor  is  the  wife  of 
.laiues  Alniv,  manager  of  :i  store  of  general  mer- 
fhandise  at  Glondive,  ^Moiit.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Win- 
sor  are  thus  left  alone,  but  are  frequently  cheered 
In"  visits  from  the  children,  who  find  that  "there 
is  no  plnee  like  home." 


J^/OHN  PATTERSON,  who  operates  155  acrc.^ 
of  rented  land  near  Streator,  is  also  the 
'  owner  nf  thirty-three  acres  of  highly  ini- 
'  proved  huiil  at  Long  Point,  twenty-two 
acres  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  growing  of  small 
fruits,  wiiile  the  balance  is  in  pasture.  Mr.  Patter- 
son .also  makes  a  specialty  of  hog-raising,  a  busi- 
ness of  which  he  has  a  good  understanding  and 
which  usually  yields  him  a  handsome  income. 

Mr.  Patter.-on  has  been  a  resident  of  the  Prairie 
State  since  lisiio.  His  childhood  was  spent  in 
Washington  Count}",  .Southwestern  Pennsylvania, 
where  his  birth  took  place  .June  14,  1835.  His  par- 
ents, Samuel  and  Eliza  (Helium)  Patterson,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Kej'stoue  State,  the  former  liorn 
Feb.  16.  1810,  and  the  latter  March  (;.  1811,  in 
Pennsylvania.  The}^  were  reared  in  homes  adja- 
cent, an<l  became  husband  and  wife  in  1828. 

'J'he  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
William  and  Annie  (Cook)  Patterson,  also  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  Their  son  Samuel,  like  his  father, 
followed  farming  as  an  occupation,  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  his  native  State,  his  death  taking  place 
.Inly  15,  1852.  The  household  of  .Samuel  and  Eliza 
Patterson  included  a  large  family  of  children. 
Their  eldest  son.  William,  came  to  Illinois  in  1852, 
and  is  now  farming  in  La.Salle  County:  Thomas 
died  in  Penn.sylvania  when  three  years  of  age; 
Julia  Ann  was  married  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
to  Newton  Curry,  and  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  of  whom  but  two  are  now  living;  they 
came  to  Illinois  in  1855,  and  subsequently  moved 
to  Kansas,  where  the  death  of  both  tonfc  place. 
J(^hn,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  fourth  child:  Charles 
H.,  during  the  late  war,  enlisted  iis  a  Union  soldier 
in  the  lOltli  Regiment,  and  died  in  the  hospital  at 
St.  Loui-  in  l«6:j,  of  consumption,  brought  aliout 
by  exposure  and  hanlsliip:  Stephen  H.,  married  and 


the  father  of  three  children,  is  carrying  ou  farming 
and  stock-raising  in  Reading  Township,  this  county ; 
Louis  died  in  Pennsylvania  when  two  years  old, 
and  Maria  at  the  age  of  five;  Susan  J.,  the  wife  of 
Eben  Ilurton,  is  a  resident  with  her  husband  of 
LaSalle  County,  and  the  mother  of  one  sou;  Sam- 
uel, Jr.,  is  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
LaSalle  Count}',  and  makes  a  specialty  of  P^nglish 
draft  horses;  Eliza  was  born  July  15,  1852,  on  the 
day  her  mother  died,  and  is  now  deceased.  Sam- 
uel Patterson  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Julia  Ann  Helium  in  1858,  and  of  this  union  there 
were  born  the. following  children  :  Andrew  J.,  who 
died  when  about  fifteen  years  of  age  in  this  county: 
Sarah  B.,  Mrs.  Charles  Howell,  of  Long  Point,  and 
Frederick,  also  a  resident  of  Long  Point,  where  he 
is  eng.aged  in  la3'ing  tile. 

John  Patterson  left  his  native  State  about  18G3, 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  LaSalle  County,  111., 
where  he  engaged  in  teaming.  While  a  resident  of 
LaSalle  County  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mar}'  Brooks,  and  settling  in  that  county  be- 
came the  father  of  a  large  family  of  children,  re- 
corded as  follows:  Charles  is  carrying  on  teaming 
at  Long  Point;  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Long, 
who  is  farming  in  Pike  Township;  Rosa  died  in 
September,  1873,  when  three  years  of  age,  and  Ste- 
phen in  1875,  at  the  same  age;  Samuel  and  Martin 
continue  at  hoiae  with  their  parents;  Ora  died  when 
two  years  of  age:  Mary  when  two  weeks  old  ;  Will- 
iam and  Ralph,  the.  two  youngest  sons,  remain  on 
the  homestead.  The  residence  is  located  in  Read- 
ing Township,  and  the  land  which  Mr.  Patterson 
cultivates  aside  from  his  own  property,  is  located 
on  section  3.  He  is  wide-awake  and  enterprising, 
and  politically,  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
party.  In  1876  he  served  as  Assessor  of  Reading 
Townshij),  but  gives  little  attention  to  politics,  pre- 
ferring to  confine  himself  to  his  business  interests. 

^  LIVER  P.  \'ERRY,  Odell  Township.  This 
I  I  gentleman  is  the  proprietor  of  a  good  farm 
5^^  on  section  8,  and  is  the  central  figure  of  a 
history  more  then  ordinarily  interesting.  It  is  not 
long  since  he  passed  his  fifty-sixth  birthday,  and  he 
is  an  excellent  representative  of  the  result  of  good 
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habits  and  correct  principles,  and  one  who  has  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities  in  life.  After  a  va- 
ried career  during  his  j'ounger  years,  three  years  of 
which  time  was  spent  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
arm}',  he  located  permanently  in  thit;  county,  where 
for  the  last  twenty-one  years  he  has  been  sticces.s- 
fully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is 
numbered  among  its  most  valued  citizens.  He  set 
his  mark  high  in  the  beginning  of  life,  and  resolved 
to  earn  the  good-will  and  respect  of  his  fellowmen, 
which  he  long  ago  attained,  and  fully  realizes  tlie 
truth  of  the  theory  that  a  life  well  spent  brings  its 
own  reward. 

Mr.  Verry  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State,  his 
birth  having  taken  place  near  Jacksonville,  Mor- 
gan County,  June  26,  1831.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  a  family  of  eight  children  burn  to  William  C. 
and  Lucinda  (Horton)  Verrj',  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  agricult- 
ural districts.  William  Verry  was  a  resident  of 
Taunton  until  1820,  then  started  overland  for  the 
West,  and  after  a  three  months'  journey  landed  at 
a  point  near  Jacksonville,  where  he  entered  a  tract 
of  Government  laud,  upon  which  he  proceeded  to 
build  up  a  permanent  home,  and  where  he  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1877.  Although 
quite  well  advanced  in  j'ears,  his  life  would  prob- 
ably have  been  prolonged  still  further  had  it  not 
been  for  an  injurj'  which  he  received  in  1865,  by 
being  thrown  from  a  horse.  B'rora  this  shock  his 
system  never  recovered.  He  was  born  in  1795, 
and  was  consequently  about  eightj'-two  j-ears  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  mother  contin- 
ued on  the  homestead  in  Morgan  County,  where 
her  decease  took  place  in  1880. 

Our  subject,  a  farmer's  boy,  spent  his  early  life 
mostly  in  the  fields,  receiving  a  limited  education 
in  the  district  schools.  Upon  reaching  his  majority 
he  repaired  to  Sangamon  Count}-,  and  engaged  in 
farming  on  rented  land  near  Waverly.  After  thus 
gaining  a  start  in  life,  and  making  his  arrangements 
for  a  future  habitation,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife 
and  helpmeet  in  Miss  Anna  Leonard,  their  wedding- 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, Oct.  9, 1854.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, where  her  parents  still  live.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Verrj-  after    their    marriage  located   in    Mc- 
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Lean  County,  where  our  subject  had  purchased  a 
quarter  section  of  partly  improved  land,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  until  the 
spring  of  186L 

Mr.  Verry  was  subsequently  occupied  at  farming 
until  in  July,  1862,  and  then  feeling  that  he  could 
no  longer  restrain  his  patriotic  impulses,  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  117th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  after  a 
brief  stajr  at  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  was  detailed 
with  his  regiment  to  Memphis,  Tenn.  After  fifteen 
months  on  guard  duty  at  that  point,  they  were  sent 
bv  boat  to  ^'icksburg■,  and  from  there  marched  to 
Meridian,  Miss.,  wliere  they  met  the  enemy  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes,  tore  up  the  railroad  tracks  in  tliat 
vicinity,  and  then  returned  to  Vicksburg. 

Not  long  afterward  they  went  out  with  the  Red 
River-  expedition  to  join  the  command  of  Gen. 
Banks,  where  at  Pleasant  Hill  our  subject  first 
met  the  enemy  in  open  combat.  They  returned 
fighting  all  the  way  back  to  Mississippi,  and  after 
meeting  the  enemy  at  different  points  and  tearing 
up  more  railroad  tracks,  they  were  detailed  to  St. 
Louis,  to  keep  the  rebel  General,  Price,  out  of  the 
city.  They  worked  over  the  country  in  the  Iron 
Mountain  regions,  and  afterward  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Nashville  and  Ft.  Blakesley,  the  latter 
the  last  battle  of  the  Civil  War,  which  was  fought 
April  1-1,  and  which  is  often  designated  as  the 
"  battle  of  Mobile."  Tlie  regiment  was  mustered 
out  at  Springfield,  111.,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1865. 
Mr.  Verrj'  was  particularly  fortunate,  and  after  a 
three  years'  service  came  home  without  a  scratch. 

Our  subject  at  the  exj^iration  of  his  army  life, 
returned  to  McLean  Count}',  and  having  sold  his 
farm  while  in  the  service,  located  on  rented  land. 
In  1867  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  an 
unimproved  tract  of  eighty  acres.  Upon  this  there 
were  no  buildings,  and  he  began  in  earnest  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  permanent  home.  His  industry 
and  frugality  were  in  due  time  rewarded,  and  he 
gradually  brought  about  the  improvements  which 
are  observed  to-day  with  admiration  by  the  passer- 
by, and  stand  as  a  fine  illustration  of  the  energy 
with  which  j\lr.  Verry  pursued  the  object  in  view. 

Mr.  V.  has  met  with  adversity,  however,  his  first 
great  affliction  being  the  death  of  his  excellent  and 
amiable   wife,  who   had   shared   with   him  his  first 
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trials  nntl  labors,  and  had  exemplified  the  most  at- 
tractive qualities  possessed  by  woman.  Of  this 
faithful  counselor  her  family  wore  bereft  on  tlie 
20th  of  September.  18G9.  Her  two  children,  AVal- 
ter  O.  and  Lillian  A.,  were  then  quite  joimg.  The 
former  is  now  mining  in  Colorado,  and  Lillian  is 
teaching  in  McLean  County.  Mrs.  Verry  was 
highly  educated,  and  was  also  a  teacher  before  her 
marriage.  She  was  for  many  years  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  labored  for  its  prosperity. 
Her  name  is  held  in  tender  remembrance  by  her 
family  and  friends  and  the  community  who  had 
learned  to  locik  u|)on  her  as  one  of  its  brightest 
lights. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  .Jan.  9.  1879,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Julia  C. 
(^Butterfield)  Lewis,  daughter  of  A.  D.  Butterfield, 
and  widow  of  William  A.  Lewis.  She  was  born 
in  LaSalle  County,  Aug.  2,  1843,  where  her  father 
was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers,  and  assisted  in  la}'- 
ing  out  the  county  into  townships.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Verry  spent  their  last  years  in  LaSalle  County, 
the  father  dying  Sept.  15,  1887,  and  the  mother 
in  1871.  Of  this  marriage  of  our  subject  there 
have  been  born  two  children — Claude,  born  Feb. 
8,  1880,  and  Earl,  July  25,  1885.  Mr.  V.  has 
served  as  School  Diiector  most  of  the  time  since 
coming  to  Odell  Township,  and  although  not  par- 
ticularly active  in  politics,  uniformly  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  stoutly  upholds  the  principles 
of  his  party. 
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jEN.JAMIN  IIIERONYMUS.  No  man  in 
the  community  where  he  so  long  resided 
made  a  brighter  record  or  was  more  highly 
esteemed  than  Mr.  Hieronymus,  of  whom  we 
give  the  following  sketch:  He  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  was  born  on  the  13th  of  January,  1818, 
his  parents  being  William  and  Elvira  (Darnell) 
Hieronymus.  both  natives  of  Virginia.  The  great- 
grandfather of  William  came  from  German}'  in  the 
year  17()5,  and  settled  near  tlic  Blue  Ridge  Mount- 
ains in  Virginia,  and  in  1804  moved  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  died  in  1831.  The  genealogy  of  this  fam- 
ily has  lieen  traced  back  many  centuries,  and  it  is 
found  that  the  tree  began  in  Germany  in  the  year 


330,  the  first  of  the  stock  being  a  minister  who 
died  in  the  year  420,  at  the  age  of  ninety  j'ears. 
His  name  was  Sophronius  Eusebius  Hieronymus. 
Benjamin  came  from  this  ancient  family,  and  pos- 
sessed many  of  the  characteristics  of  his  ancestors. 
He  came  to  Logan  County  in  1828  with  his  parents, 
and  endured  .all  the  privations  and  hardships  of  the 
settlers  of  those  days.  Li  1839  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County  and  purchased  land,  where  he  be- 
came one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county.  He 
augmented  his  estate  until  his  farm  consisted  of 
GOO  acres  of  most  excellent  land.  He  was  an  en- 
terprising man,  and  devoted  his  energies  largely  to 
stock-growing,  making  a  specialty  of  fine  colts.  He 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Christian  Church 
for  nmny  years.  He  was  a  strictlj'  honest  and  con- 
scientious man,  and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  death  occurred  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1885,  and  his  loss  to  tlie  community 
was  keenly  felt  and  duly  mourned. 

The  portrait  of  this  esteemed  gentleman,  which 
we  present  in  this  connection,  will  be  highly  appre- 
ciated by  his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  was  well 
known  throughout  the  southern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  doubtless  had  as  many  friends  as  anj' 
man  within  its  borders. 

Let  us  now  refer  to  the  estimable  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  was  ma?Tied  on  the  19th  of  September, 
1  839,  in  Livingston  Couuty.  At  the  time  her  parents 
settled  in  Lidian  Grove  two  tribes  of  Indians,  the 
Pottawatomies  and  Kickapoos,  numbering  400 
souls,  occupied  that  territory,  and  the  name  of 
their  chief  was  Shanbina.  Mrs.  H.  was  twelve 
3'ears  of  age  when  her  parents  came  among 
these  tribes  of  Indians  and  took  possession  of 
land  on  which  to  make  their  future  home.  She 
was  born  in  1822  in  Boone  County,  Ky.,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Valentine  M.  and  Rachel 
(Steers)  Darnell,  natives  respectively  of  Virginia 
and  Ohio.  He  came  to  Livingston  County  in  1830, 
:ind  located  in  Indian  Grove.  At  that  time  there 
were  scarcely  any  settlements  whatever  of  whites, 
the  Indians  being  not  yet  wholly  dispossessed  of 
their  lands  by  acts  of  Congress. 

INIrs.  Hieronymus  is  the  mother  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living — "William,  Jasper  and 
Elizabeth.     Jasper  married  Miss  Alvira  Travis,  and 
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Elizabeth  married  Charles  Westervelt,  of  Fairbury. 
Three  died  in  infancy,  and  Martin  and  Emeline 
after  reaching  mature  years.  Mrs.  Alvira  M.  Hier- 
onynuis  lives;  on  tiie  iiome  place,  located  on  section 
4,  Belle  Prairie  Township,  and  is  surrounded  with 
all  the  comforte  of  a  rural  hume;  she  has  been  for 
manj-  years  a  consistent  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  is  a  most  exemplary  ludy  possessing 
rare  and  lovable  traits  of  both  heart  and  mind,  and 
was  a  worthy  companion  of  the  noble  husband  who 
so  long  and  faithfully  walked  by  her  side. 


ANIEL  GRAY.  The  man  who  made  his 
\j  advent  into  Illinois  over  fifty  3^ears  ago, 
and  has  lived  there  continuously  since,  has 
witnessed  great  changes.  Under  his  ob- 
servation the  .State  has  grown  from  a  waste  of  wild 
prairie  to  a  compactly  settled  commonwealth,  whose 
farms  are  the  best  cultivated,  most  productive  and 
most  diversified  in  products  of  any  in  the  Union. 
The  great  area  of  the  State  includes  almost  all  va- 
rieties of  climate,  reaching  from  long  winters  which 
prevail  in  the  region  of  the  Great  Lakes  to  the  semi- 
tropical  climate  at  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers,  and  this  enables  the  growing  of 
Northern  and  Southern  crops  within  the  boundar^^ 
of  a  single  State.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  population 
of  the  territory  extending  from  what  is  now  the 
Wisconsin  boundary  line  to  the  Ohio  River  was  not 
much  greater  than  that  now  contained  by  indi- 
vidual counties,  so  that  the  man  who  has  lived  in 
Illinois  for  fifty  years  can  look  retrospectively  at 
great  growths  and  wonderful  developments.  This 
is  illustrated  in  our  subject,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
grower  on  section  18,  Belle  Prairie  Township,  who 
was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ind.,  on  the  13th  of 
June,  1833,  and  became  a  resident  of  Illinois  in  1834. 
Daniel  Gray  is  the  son  of  Allen  and  Malinda 
Gray,  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  respect- 
ively. The  father  was  born  in  1804,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  held  very  liberal  views 
upon  all  theological  questions,  which  he  was  able  to 
present  intelligently  upon  anj'  and  all  occasions. 
For  some  years  he  was  Supervisor  of  the  township 


in  which  he  resided,  and  was  Postmaster  at  Crow 
Meadows,  Marshall  Countj',  under  Fillmore,  which 
office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1 8.55.  The 
mother  was  born  in  1806  and  died  in  1877,  and 
during  her  life  was  an  ardent  member  of  the 
Old-School  Presbyterian  Church.  There  were  born 
to  them  nine  children — James,  AVilliam,  John,  Dan- 
iel, Joseph,  Robert,  Samuel,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah. 

Our  subject's  youth  was  spent  upon  the  farm, 
and  such  education  as  he  was  able  to  obtain  was  by 
attendance  upon  the  short  terms  of  the  common 
schools  of  those  da3's.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Richardson, 
on  the  13th  of  September,  1855.  She  is  a  native 
of  Huntingdonshire,  England,  and  was  born  in 
1836,  coming  to  the  United  States  when  sixteen 
years  of  age  with  her  parents,  Thomas  and  Rachel 
Richardson,  natives  of  England.  The  mother  died 
some  years  ago,  but  the  father  still  survives. 

Mr.  Gray  was  brought  to  Illinois  in  1 834  by  his 
parents,  with  whom  he  remained  and  assisted  in  the 
work  on  the  farm  until  he  arrived  at  manhood. 
In  1881  he  came  to  Livingston  Count}'  and  pur- 
chased 200  acres  of  fine  land,  to  the  farming  of 
which  he  has  devoted  considerable  of  his  time.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gray  have  had  eleven  children:  Allen, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Robert  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Ilaynes ;  Laura  married  Henry  Patton  ;  Thomas ; 
Ella  married  Plummer  Coffman;  Minnie  died  in 
childhood  ;  Charles  died  at  the  age  of  seven  ;  Eben- 
ezer,  Letitia,  Jason  and  .Stella,  who  are  twins.  Mr. 
Gray  is  a  Democrat  of  the  old  Jacksonian  school, 
but  has  never  held  any  office  except  that  (jf  Col- 
lector, in  Marshall  Count}',  for  one  year.  Quite 
recently  he  sold  his  farm  on  section  18,  Belle 
Prairie  Township,  and  has  purchased  1 60  acres  on 
section  2G,  Saunemin  Township. 


ILLER  HOTALING.  Many  of  the  old 
settlers  have  passed  away,  and  from  those 
who  are  living,  in  many  cases,  the  mantle 
is  falling  upon  j'ounger  and  stronger  shoul- 
The  subject  of  this  history  is  the  son  of  a 
farmer  of  New  York  State,  who  died  there  in  May, 
1881,  namely,  Richard  Hotaling,  the  ro[)resentative 
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of  a  large  family  of  that  name,  who  were  numbered 
among  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  has 
now  passed  her  sixtieth  birthda}-. 

Mr.  Hotaling  was  Ijorn  July  oO,  1851.  His  par- 
ent*, Richard  and  Helen  Hotaling,  were  natives  of 
New  York  State,  which  for  many  years  had  been 
the  home  of  his  paternal  grandfather,  who  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  AVar  of  1812.  His  great-grand- 
father fought  on  the  side  of  the  Colonists  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  spent  his  last  j'ears  in 
Coxsackie,  N.  Y.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of 
om-  subject  comprised  a  large  familj^  and  those 
living  are  named  respectively :  Annie,  Mrs.  John 
Jacobs,  of  llazleton,  Pa. ;  Augusta,  Mrs.  Harry 
Herr.  of  Athens,  N.  Y. ;  Adam,  of  Coxsackie,  N. 
Y'.;  Allen,  of  Athens;  William  and  Harry,  of  Cox- 
sackie; Mattie,  Mrs.  Orin  Miller,  of  Windham,  N. 
Y'. :  Mav,  of  Schneetady,  and  Miller,  our  subject. 
Jacob  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  late  war, 
and  is  believed  to  have  starved  to  death  in  Ander- 
sonville  Prison.  He  spent  twenty-two  montlis 
within  that  terrible  stockade,  and  those  who  were 
so  solicitous  for  his  welfare  can  onlj^  imagine  the 
sufferings  he  endured. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boj'hood  and  youth  on 
the  farm,  coming  to  this  State  when  a  youth  of 
seventeen  years,  and  following  the  calling  to  whicli 
he  had  been  accustomed  in  McLean  County  about 
four  years.  The  latter  part  of  this  time  he  operated 
on  rented  lan.d  with  fair  results,  and  on  the  24tii  of 
December,  1874,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Flora,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  C'hloe  (Cbilson)  Pul- 
sifer,  the  former  now  deceased  and  the  latter  resid- 
ing at  Fairbury.  The  young  people  began  life  in 
a  modes!  dwelling,  and  became  the  i)arents  of  foui- 
bright  children,  namely:  Lewis  R.,  born  Jan.  26, 
1877;  Philip  M.,  July  24,  1878;  Leah,  Nov.  24, 
1881,  and  Chloe  H.,  March  IC,  1884.  Mrs.  Hotal- 
ing departed  this  life  Dec.  23,  1886. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Hotaling  includes  ninety- 
five  acres  of  good  land  located  in  Avoca  Tovvnslii|i, 
which  yielils  in  abundance  the  ciioicest  crops  of 
Central  Illinois.  Kacli  year  adds  something  to  the 
value  and  attr.activeness  of  his  homestead,  and  he 
has  been  uniformly  successful  in  Iiis  farming  opera- 
tions.    Politically,  he  votes  with  the  Repulilicans, 


and  has  served  as  School  Director.  About  1881 
he  identified  himself  with  .the  Christian  Church,  in 
which  he  officiates  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  and  contributes  according  to  his  means  to 
those  enterprises  calculated  to  promote  the  best  in- 
terests of  society. 


(*  )*:ILLIAM  COTTRELL,  whose  farm  is  lo- 
WiJi  ^^^^*^  '^"  Congressional  section  2,  Pleasant 
W^  Ridge  Township,  but  judicially  in  Saune- 
min  Township,  is  a  AVesterner  bj'  birth  and  life. 
He  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born  on  the 
23d  of  January,  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  Cottrell,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  When 
in  his  seventh  year,  our  subject  lost  his  father  by 
death,  ami  shortly  after  that  event  he  became  a 
member  of  the  household  of  John  Arnold,  of  Knox 
County,  111.,  who  was  a  maternal  uncle,  and  with 
whom  he  remained  until  his  eighteenth  year.  In 
18r),5  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  of  which  he 
lias  since  been  a  resident.  He  received  but  a  lim- 
ited education  in  a  district  school,  not  having  any 
(if  the  advantages  which  are  afforded  boys  and 
young  men  of  to-day. 

In  August,  18G2,  Mr.  Cottrell  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  129th  Illinois  Infantry,  which  regiment 
soon  afterward  became  a  part  of  the  army  under 
Gen.  Sherman.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Resaca,  and  was  badly  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Peachtree  Creek,  receiving  a  fracture  of  the  bone 
of  the  right  arm,  and  for  six  months  was  confined 
in  various  hospitals.  After  recovering  from  his 
wounils  he  rejoined  his  regiment  at  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
After  Lee  had  surrendered  to  Grant,  his  regiraenl 
proceeded  to  Washington  by  the  way  of  Richmond, 
and  participated  in  the  grand  review.  He  was  dis- 
charged from  the  service  at  Washington  in  June. 
1HG5,  and  imnicdiately  thereafter  returned  to  Illi- 
nois. 

On  Uic  l.')th  of  February,  1872,  Mr.  Cottrell  was 
married  to  Mary  Blackmore,  a  native  of  Perry 
County,  111.,  who  was  born  on  the  21st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1853.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
Blackmore,  the  former  being  a  native  of  England, 
and  the  latter  of  Virginia.     Her   parents   came  to 
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Living-stou  County  in  1865,  and  resided  here  until 
they  moved  to  Nebraska  in  1879,  where  they  still 
live.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cottrell  have  heen  born 
nine  children:  Harrj^  B.,  born  Ma}'  21,  1873; 
Charles  A.,  May  8,  1876;  Addie  J.,  Jan.  25,  1877; 
May  J.,  March  31,  1879;  Lucy  B.,  .Jan.  17,  1881  ; 
William  T.,  Dec.  17,  1883;  Henry,  -July  11,  1885; 
Alvah,  Dec.  3,  1887,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Cottrell  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  the 
spring  of  1872,  where  lie  has  spent  the  time  inter- 
vening in  cultivating  and  making  material  improve- 
ments upon  it.  This  farm  consists  of  160  acres  of 
good  land,  which  annually  produces  most  excellent 
crops.  Mr.  Cottrell's  success  as  a  fanner  is  such  as 
necessarily  comes  to  a  man  of  great  energy-  and 
good  management. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Cottrell  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  in  the  carap.aigns  gives  that  party 
his  best  efforts.  He  served  as  School  Director  of 
the  Sixtli  District,  and  during  his  administration 
the  schools  were  kept  in  admirable  condition.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cottrell  are  both  respected  members  of 
society,  and  enter  heartily  into  all  movements  for 
its  betterment. 


AMUEL  MORRISON,  deceased,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  emi- 
grated to  Illinois,  behig  among  the  very 
earliest  settlers  of  Avoea  Townslnp,  when 
the  land  was  composed  entirely  of  raw  prairie,  and 
was  compelled  to  undergo  all  the  hardships  and  pri- 
vations which  befall  the  first  settlers  of  a  new  coun- 
try. During  his  life  he  was  twice  married,  the  first 
time  to  Mary  A.  Rockwood,  lay  whom  he  had  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  .John  O.,  George 
D. ;  Susan  A.,  now  Mrs.  Herring,  of  Indiana;  James 
H.  and  Samuel  D.  He  married  for  his  second  wife 
Maria  Phillips,  who  bore  him  seven  children  :  Nellie, 
wife  (if  J.  E.  Barker;  Joseph  C,  WiUiamR.,  Harry 
L.,  Leonora,  Matlie  and  Charles.  Mr.  Morrison 
died  on  the  1st  of  May,  1 884.  During  his  residence 
In  Avoca  Township  he  endeared  himself  to  the  peo- 
ple of  tiiat  township,  and  had  a  large  measure  of 
their  esteem  and  respect  when  he  died.  In  his  death 
llie  county  lost  an  excellent  citizen,  one  who  had  al- 
<■  


w.ays  taken  a  pride  in  the  advancementand  develop- 
ment of  the  county.  lie  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  had  served  the  people  in  the  capacity  of 
Road  Commissioner  and  other  minor  positions. 
During  his  life  he  accumulated  240  acres  of  land, 
which  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  under  a  perfect 
state  of  cultivation,  and  had  been  finely  equipped 
with  all  the  most  improved  appliances  used  in  farm- 
ing. 

Samuel  D.  Morrison,  his  son,  who  has  charge  of 
the  father's  estate,  is  a  native  of  Livingston  County, 
and  was  born  on  the  20th  of  October,  1857.  He 
has  always  been  a  resident  of  Livingston  County, 
with  whose  material  interests  he  has  closely  identi- 
fied himself.  He  is  devoting  his  attention  entirely 
to  farming,  and  resides  on  section  16,  on  the  home 
farm  left  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 


lEORGE  C.  KRACK,  one  of  the  well-to-do 
residents  of  Forest  Township,  is  located 
just  outside  the  village  limits,  where  he  has 
a  fine  residence,  and  in  all  other  respects  a  valuable 
modern  homestead.  He  owns  210  acres  of  land 
on  sections  3  and  10,  which  is  mostly  devoted  to 
stock-farming,  and  upon  which  he  has  effected  fine 
improvements,  which  indicate  him  as  a  man  of 
industr}-  and  enterprise,  one  who  has  availed  him- 
self of  modern  methods  and  machinery,  and  kept 
himself  thoroughlj^  posted  upon  all  matters  of  in- 
terest pertaining  to  his  chosen  calling. 

Mr.  Krack  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind., 
Aug.  30,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  I.  J.  and  Mary 
(Worrol)  Krack,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Indi- 
ana. They  were  married  in  Montgomery  County, 
Ind.,  and  in  1857  came  with  their  familj'  to  this 
countj',  making  a  permanent  settlement  in  Forest, 
where  the  father  carried  on  farming  and  is  still  liv- 
ing, retired  from  active  labor.  George  C.  spent 
his  childhood  and  youth  under  the  home  roof,  re- 
ceiving a  good  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  assisting  his  father  until  starting  out  in 
life  for  himself.  After  reaching  his  thirtieth 
birthdaj-  he  was  married,  Oct.  22,  1884,  to  Miss 
Ollie,  daughter  of  John  and  Charlotte  (Hins 
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dale)  Ross,  aud  who  was  born  in  JNIcLean  Countj', 
June  26,  1855.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  K.  were  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina  and  Connecticut  respect- 
ively. The  mother,  who  is  now  deceased,  reared  a 
family  of  five  children.  Mr.  Ross  now  resides  in 
McLean  Count.y,  111. 

Mr.  Krack.  in  the  midst  of  such  extensive  inter- 
ests as  are  his  at  present,  finds  little  time  to  devote 
to  the  political  questions  of  the  daj*,  but  maintains  a 
genuine  interest  in  the  success  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples, and  to  this  end  gives  his  voice  and  vote  as 
opportunity  occurs.  He  is  well-read  and  intelli- 
gent, and  with  his  estimable  lady,  in  a  pleasant 
home,  enjo3's  the  esteem  and  the  society  of  hosts 
of  friends.  Mrs.  Krack  is  a  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church. 


ENRY  L'LBRIGHT,  engaged  in  general 
farming  aud  stock-raising,  o^ns  and  occu- 
pies a  very  desirable  farm  located  in  Forest 
Township.  Mr.  Ulbright  was  born  in  Sax- 
on}', Germany,  Oct.  4, 1833,  aud  is  the  son  of  Fred- 
erick and  Christian  (Eckert)  Ulbright,  who  were 
farmers  in  the  old  country,  and  both  of  whom  are 
dead.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
four  boj's  and  seven  girls,  seven  of  whom  grew  to 
the  age  of  maturity.  Our  subject  remained  at 
home  until  lie  was  twenty -one  years  of  age,  during 
which  time  he  was  engaged  at  work  upon  the  farm, 
and  attended  the  district  schools.  Upon  his  arrival 
in  the  United  States  he  went  to  Tazewell  County, 
111.,  where  he  engaged  at  work  upon  a  farm  for 
eight  niontiis,  and  attended  school  for  a  time.  He 
then  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  worked 
ill  Galesburg  for  one  j'ear,  after  which  he  spent  one 
year  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  then  went  to  Chi- 
cago, where  he  engaged  at  his  trade  at  intervals  for 
about  nine  3"ears.  He  then  settled  permanently  in 
Livingston  County,  and  bought  eighty  acres  on 
section  !(,  and  three  acres  on  section  10,  in  Forest 
Townsiiip.  He  has  since  added  to  this  tract  ninety- 
eiirht  acres  on  section  9,  making  181  acres  in  iall, 
one-half  mile  from  Fore.-t. 

Mr.  Ulbright  was  married,  (Jet.  1,  l.s(J3,  to  Miss 
.Mar}'  Jane  Krack,  a  native  of  Indiana.  Her  par- 
ents wen-   farmei's,  but   the   father   wtjrked   at  cir- 


pentering  at  intervals,  at  which  trade  he  had  worked 
when  a  boy.  Her  mother  is  dead  and  the  father  is 
still  living  at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  retired  from 
active  work.  There  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ulbright  three  children:  Jennie  E.,  born  July 
•25,  18G4,  died  March  -IS,  1870;  George  E.,  born 
IMareh  4,  1867,  and  Frank  H.,  Feb.  13,  1870,  both 
of  whom  are  living  at  home.  Mr.  -Ulbright  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  held  several  township  offices. 
In  1875  he  was  elected  Road  Commissioner,  and 
held  the  office  about  nine  j'ears,  and  for  nine  years 
has  been  School  Director  of  District  No.  2,  village 
of  Forest.  He  and  his  fainilj'  belong  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  which  they  are  active  members. 
Mr.  Ulbright  is  a  representative  man  among  the 
enterprising  fanners  of  Forest  Township,  while  he 
and  his  family  occupy  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of 
the  people  among  whom  they  live.  As  representa- 
tive of  the  buildings  of  this  section  of  country  we 
present  on  another  page  a  view  of  Mr.  Ulbright's 
residence. 
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ILLIAM  T.  BRYDIA,  son  of  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Sauneniin  Township, 
and  its  first  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  has  for  many  years  been  closely  identified 
with  its  various  interests,  and  is  numbered  among 
its  most  valued  and  popular  citizens.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Greene  County,  this  State,  and  was  born 
Nov.  2,  1837,  at  the  home  of  his  parents,  Truman 
W.  and  Laura  A.  (Day)  Brydia,  near  the  town  of 
Bluffdalc.  They  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and  the 
family  was  represented  at  an  early  period  in  the 
history  of  New  England.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, ^V^illialn  Brydia,  Sr.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  .nnd  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  pos- 
sessing all  the  etturage  and  substantial  traits  of  his 
ancestry.  He  spent  his  last  years  in  Illinois,  and 
died  about  1865.  He  married  a  lady  of  A^ermont, 
and  they  reared  a  fine  family  of  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, whom,  it  is  believed,  are  now  all  deceased. 

Truman  W.  Brydia  grew  to  manhood  in  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  where  he  was  married  and 
where  he  remained  until  1832.  Then,  accompa- 
nied by  his  family,  he  came  to  this  State,  and  took 
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up  a  tract  of  land  in  Greene  County  shortlj'  before 
the  township  organization  was  effected.  He  pos- 
sessed the  elements  mostly  needed  in  the  settle- 
ment of  a  new  eountiy,  and  c'ontril)uted  his  full 
quota  toward  the  devclopnu'nt  of  its  resources,  and 
at  the  end  of  a  long  and  useful  life  closed  his  eyes 
to  eai'thly  scenes  on  the  loth  of  February,  1887. 
The  mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to  the  better 
land,  her  death  taking  place  at  their  home  in  Sau- 
nemin  Jul.y  9,  1873.  The  parental  family  of.  our 
subject  included  four  children,  naracl}":  William  T. ; 
Mary  C,  the  wife  of  Rodnej^  C.  Crook,  of  White- 
side County ;  Charles  S.,  a  resident  of  Saunemin, 
and  Lucy  M.,  the  wife  of  Charles  F.  Carrithers, 
the  present  State's  Attorney  of  Livingston  Count}-. 

Li  1856  the  Brydia  family  removed  fi'om  Greene 
County  to  Saunemin  Township,  this  county,  where 
the  father  had  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  section 
3.3,  and  where  he  resided  a  number  of  years.  In 
this  locality  he  partially  repeated  the  experience 
through  which  he  had  passed  in  Greene  Countj', 
and  opened  up  a  good  farm  from  land  which  had 
been  but  indifferently  cultivated.  Here,  as  before, 
he  distinguished  himself  as  a  progressive  citizen, 
and  was  identified  with  all  the  enterprises  tending 
to  the  building  up  of  its  business  and  agricultural 
interests.  He  was  a  man  of  kindly  and  generous 
impulses,  and  if  ever  he  refused  to  lend  a  helping- 
hand  to  the  enterprises  set  on  foot  for  the  general 
welfare  of  the  people,  it  was  because  he  had  some 
weighty  and  excellent  reason.  In  his  demise  the 
county  lost  one  of  its  best  and  most  reliable  citi- 
zens, and  his  descendants  have  reason  to  lie  proud 
of  his  record. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Saunemin 
Township,  and  earl}-  in  life  became  familiar  with 
farm  pursuits.  He  naturally  continued  the  life  to 
which  he  had  been  trained,  and  like  his  father  be- 
fore him,  followed  fanning  successfully  until  he 
had  sufficient  to  retire  from  active  labor.  In  1883 
he  disposed  of  his  landed  interests  and  removed  to 
Saunemin,  where  he  has  a  comfortable  home  and  is 
spending  his  later  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  com- 
petency. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage,  which  occurred  over 
twenty  years  ago,  on  the  8th  of   December,    18C4. 


The  maiden  of  his  choice,  Miss  Maggie  Lilly,  was 
born  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  Nov.  7,  1839,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Joiin  and  Mary  (Smith)  Lill}-, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.  Mrs. 
Brj'dia  has  been  in  all  respects  tiie  suitable  help- 
meet of  an  intelligent  man,  and  the  four  children 
whi)  in  due  time  cauie  to  their  household  formed 
a  family  group  of  which  the  parents  were  justly 
proud.  Of  these  but  two  are  now  living,  namely, 
Laura  F.,  the  wife  of  Truman  A.  Harris,  of  Will- 
iamsburg, Kan.,  and  Mary  L.,  who  is  assistant 
cashier  and  book-keeper  in  the  bank  of  jMessrs. 
Dow  &  Co.,  at  Saunemin.  Henr}-  S.  and  Fannie 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Brydia,  politically,  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  serving  as  Assessor  and  Collector  of 
the  township  for  a  number  of  years.  He  and  his 
excellent  w-ife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  have  their 
warmest  friends  among  those  who  know  them  best. 

T^^  ICHARD  RUSH  PUFFER,  who  is  engaged 
l^l';'  in  the  nursery  and  insurance  business  in 
^\  Odell  Township,  was  born  in  Sunderland, 
^p!  Franklin  Co.,  Mass.,  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1833.  His  father,  Samuel  L.  Puffer,  was  born 
in  Sudburj',  Mass.,  and  the  grandfather,  Samuel 
Puffer,  was  born  in  the  same  place,  and  was  a  farmer 
who  moved  to  Sunderland  about  1805,  and  was 
among  the  early  settlers.  He  bought  timber  land 
and  improved  the  farm  on  which  he  lived  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
but  a  mere  boy  when  his  father  moved  to  Sunder- 
land. He  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker  in 
Greenfield,  and  resided  at  that  place  until  1857, 
when  he  moved  to  Putnam  County,  111.,  and  located 
at  Mt.  Palatine,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  and 
also  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1886,  in  his  eightj--eighth  jear.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was 
Emily  Graves.  She  was  born  in  Sunderland,  Mass., 
and  died  at  Mt.  Palatine  in  1885,  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years.  To  them  were  born  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  grew-  to  maturity:    Samuel,  who    lives 
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in  Chemung,  111. :  Richard  R.,  in  Odell  Township; 
Josiah  G.,  in  Union  Township,  this  country;  Annie 
E..  in  .Juniata.  Neb. :  Llelia  (Tallaht'i',  and  George 
M.,  near  Mt.  Palatine. 

Mr.  Puffer  was  reared  in  his  nati^  e  town,  and  when 
twenty  ^ears  of  age  went  to  Greenfield  and  learned 
the  trade  of  edge-tool  maker,  at  which  he  worked 
until  1S.57.  when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  at 
ilt.  Palatine,  Putnam  Countj-,  where  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  trade,  except  in  the  harvesting  sea- 
son, when  he  worked  on  the  farm.  In  l.s.j!),  in 
common  with  many  others,  he  contracted  the  gold 
fever,  as  a  result  of  the  reports  of  the  rich  discov- 
eries of  Pike's  Peak,  and  started  with  a  yoke  of 
oxen  for  that  place.  He  proceeded  as  far  as  the 
territory  of  Kansas,  when  he  met  many  disappointed 
20ld-seekers  returning,  and  he  turned  his  cattle 
around  and  retraced  his  footsteps  to  Mt.  Palatine. 
Immeiliately  upon  his  return  he  entered  the  Nor- 
mal School,  at  Normal,  111.,  which  he  attended  un- 
til the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he  left  his 
books  to  enlist  in  Company  II,  20th  Illinois  State 
Troops,  for  one  month.  Upon  the  expiration  of 
this  term  of  service  he  re-enlisted,  in  Company  E, 
8th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  went  to  the  front,  where 
he  served  in  the  Western  Army.  He  jjartieipated 
in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  the  first  engagement  at 
Vicksburg,  the  battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Ra3niiond, 
Champion  Hills,  and  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicks- 
buro-.  The  regiment  Mr.  Puffer  was  in,  was  one  of  the 
best  sent  out  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  its  record 
shows  that  he  made  a  good  soldier.  The  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated,  particularly  in  the 
rear  of  Vicksburg,  were  among  the  bloodiest  of  the 
war.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he 
received  an  honorable  discharge,  and  returned  to 
Mt.  Palatine.  In  1865  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  in  comi)any  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Wood- 
bury, engaged  in  farming  in  Union  Township,  and 
planted  about  ten  acres  of  osage  orange.  In  1809 
he  came  to  Odell  Township,  and  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  hedge  fence,  working  also  at  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter.  In  these  occupations  he  continued 
until  1  88.5,  .since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  sale  of  nursery  stock  and  in  the  insui-auce 
liMsine.ss.  In  both  of  thoe  lines  of  business  he 
represents  »onii-  of  the  best,  lirnis  and  most    reliable 


ccnupauies  in  the  United  States,  and  is  meeting  with 
remarkable  success. 

On  the  1 1th  of  March,  1869,  Mr.  Puffer  was  mar- 
ried to  Paulina  .J.  Calwell,  who  was  born  in  West- 
moreland County,  Pa.  Her  father,  David  Calwell. 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  moved  to  Ohio, 
and  spent  the  last  days  of  his  life  in  Crawford 
County  of  that  State.  Her  mother  was  Jane  An- 
derson, also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She  died 
when  Mrs.  Puffer  was  three  years  of  age,  and  the 
latter  was  reared  by  an  older  sister  in  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Puffer  have  had  four  children — Emil^- 
Pearl,  RoUie  R.,  George  Irving  and  Willie.  The  sec- 
ond child  born  died  at  the  age  of  twentj'  months. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puffer  enjoy  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends. 


AUL  HEISNER.  The  loyalty  of  German- 
orn  people  to  the  United  States  stands 
unquestioned,  and  the  rolls  of  those  who 
participated  in  the  war  in  the  Union  arm}' 
sliow  that  a  large  percentage  of  our  soldiers  either 
descended  from  German  ancestrj^,  or  are  native 
liorn  of  Germany.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  com- 
plied with  the  laws  of  his  country,  which  require 
militarj'  service  by  becoming  a  soldier  for  three 
years.  Upon  his  arrival  in  the  United  States,  he 
found  this  Government  struggling  with  a  gigantic 
Rebellion,  and  as  he  had  determined  to  become  a 
citizen,  it  was  important  to  him  that  the  Govern- 
ment be  preserved  intact:  and  almost  immediately 
upon  his  arrival  he  tendered  his  services  to  the 
(iovernmcnt,  as  set  forth  further  on  in  this  sketch. 
He  is  now  a  prominent  fanner  and  stock-raiser  on 
section  2(),  Pontiac  Township.  He  was  born  in 
(ierniau}-  on  the  27th  of  June,  1837,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  Heisner,  who  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketcii  was  the  second  son.  He  spent  a  portion  of 
his  life  in  Germany,  ami  received  a  fair  education 
f(Ji-  the  (>i)|)nrtunlties  presented.  Under  the  com- 
l)iilsory  mililaiT  law  lie  was  required  to  do  service 
in  llie  (Iciiiian  ainij',  and  in  compliance  with  its 
pr()vi>ions  scivi'd  for  three  j'cars,  and  for  four 
years  IdllowiMg    iiis    dischai'ge    from    t.lie   aiiiiy  was 
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employed  in  a  brickyard.  In  the  spring  of  1864 
he  sailed  from  Bremen  in  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after 
a  voyage  of  more  than  seven  weeks  landed  in  New 
York  City,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Cook 
C( unity.  III.,  where  he  engaged  at  work  upon  a 
farm,  but  soon  learning  of  the  questions  at  i^ssue  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South,  which  were  being- 
settled  by  tlie  arbitrament  of  arms,  he  concluded 
that  his  dut3'  lay  in  supporting  the  Government  un- 
der which  he  expected  to  live,  and  in  October, 
18()4,  he  Liecanie  a  niember  of  Company  B,  30th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  went  to  the  front.  He 
reached  the  regiment  to  which  he  was  assigned  in 
time  to  [)articipate  in  Sherman's  grand  marcli  to  the 
sea,  and  took  part  in  ihe  siege  of  Savannah,  and 
the  battle  of  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  He  continued  in 
the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  received 
an  honorable  discharge  in  the  summer  of  1865.  In 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  came  to  Livingston  County 
and  located  three  miles  south  of  Pontiac  City, 
where  he  cultivated  forty  acres  of  land  for  three 
years,  and  then  for  six  years  lived  in  Rook's  Creek 
Township.  In  1875  he  moved  to  his  present  farm 
in  Pontiac  Township,  which  consists  of  400  acres 
of  very  excellent  land,  which  represents  the  indus- 
try and  perseverance  of  Mr.  Ileisner  since  coming 
to  this  country. 

Mr.  Heisner  was  married,  in  February,  1864,  to 
Catherine  Drender,  and  the}-  have  five  children — 
Philip,  Frederick,  "William,  Frank  and  Paul.  Mr. 
Heisner  is  identified  with  the  German  Evangelical 
Association,  and  is  a  liberal  worker  in  all  enter- 
prises that  are  calculated  to  upbuild  the  commu- 
nit}'  in  which  he  lives.  During  his  residence  in 
this  country  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party. 


jjOYAL  R.  GOULD,  one  of  the  wealthy  far- 
mers and  stock-raisers  of  Long  Point  Town- 
ship, owning  200  acres  located  on  section  2, 
^p)  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  23d  of 
Februarj',  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Philander  and 
Patience  M.  (Benson)  Gould,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  respectively'.  The 
father  was  born  Oct.  21,  1801,  and  the  mother 
Feb.  21,  1815.  The  former  died  in  1881,  and  the 
latter    Oct.   12,    1880.     To  them  were  born  eleven 


children:  Fieutte,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1836,  mar- 
ried William  Lane,  and  had  one  child  named  Grant, 
still  living;  she  died  on  the  20th  of  December, 
1883;  George,  born  in  January,  1838,  enlisted  in  the 
army  at  Rutland  in  1862,  and  served  t\yenty -three 
months;  on  the  27th  of  August,  1864,  in  a  skirmish 
near  Ream's  Station,  Va.,  he  was  shot  over  the  right 
eye,  and  the  ball  came  out  over  the  left  ear;  dur- 
ing his  term  of  service  he  was  in  forty-one  battles 
besides  skirmishes.  Harriet  was  born  March  20, 
1845,  and  died  June  17,  1882;  Reddington  was 
born  in  April,  1846,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania  Sept. 
1 ,  1 875  ;  Royal,  our  subject,  was  born  Feb. -23,  1 848 ; 
Philander  Erwin,  born  Dec.  4,  1849,  married  Minnie 
Marsh;  the}'  have  one  child,  and  live  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Pennsylvania.  LaP'ayette  was  born 
Sept.  24,  1851,  and  married  Alta  Marsh;  they  have 
three  children, and  reside  in  Bradford  Count}',  Pa.; 
Frank  M.  was  born  Sept.  30,  1 853,  and  was  married 
to  Mabel  Ridenhour,  of  Bradford  County,  Pa.;  she 
is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Esther  Rightmire; 
they  have  one  child,  and  reside  in  Ingham  County, 
Mich.  Mary  C,  born  June  10,  1855,  married  Jake 
Williams,  who  died  July  6,  1881,  leaving  one 
child;  Floyd  was  born  March  2,  1857,  is  unmarried, 
and  lives  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.;  Hannah  A.  was 
born  May  31,  1861,  was  married  to  Albert  Series, 
and  has  one  child. 

On  the  nth  of  May,  1876,  Royal  R.  Gould  was 
married  to  Mary  L.  Carlton,  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Laura  Carlton,  whose  biographies  will  be 
found  in  another  part  of  this  wo.rk.  Mrs.  Carlton 
was  the  wife  of  Lanson  Miller,  deceased,  and  her 
maiden  name  was  Eatou.  By  her  first  husband  were 
born  three  children :  John  L.  was  married  to  Mag- 
gie Stephenson,  and  resides  in  Colorado;  Deloss  is 
mining  in  Idaho;  Laura  J.  was  born  Jan.  23,  1842, 
and  died  Jan.  29,  1865;  she  was  the  wife  of  Gus 
Payne,  and  resided  at  Long  Point.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gould  there  have  been  born  four  children: 
Benjamin  R.,  July  11,  1S78;  Lome  W.,  Dec.  30, 
1879;  Ina  Ethel,  Dec.  25,  1881;  George  Leland, 
Aug.  27,  1885.  Mr.  Gould's  farm  is  well  improved 
and  finely  cultivated.  Its  productiveness  has  been 
much  added  to  by  the  construction  of  considerable 
tile  ditches. 

In  politics  Mr.  Gould  acts  with    the   Republican 
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p;irU'.  liut  wholly  through  motives  of  patriotism,  as 
he  has  no  desire  to  hold  office,  nor  inclination  to  be- 
come an  office-seeker.  He  is  larg'jlj-  interested  in 
the  material  welfare  of  his  county  and  township, 
which  he  manifests  ui>on  all  occasions.  Mrs.  Gould 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
devotes  her  best  energies  to  good  works. 
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&OLLAN])  C'ATTON,  a  prosperous  and  indus- 
'i  trious  farmer  and  representative  citizen  of 
Fayette  Township,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire, 
England,  in  September,    1822.     Hi.-;  parents 

were  Thomas  and  JNIary  (Clark)  Catton,  who  were 
also  born  in  England,  and  who  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  Lincolnshire,  the  father  following  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming.  They  were  quiet  and  law-abid- 
ing citizens,  of  modest  means,  faithful  as  parents, 
and  useful  as  members  of  a  well-ordered  com- 
munity. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
five  sous  and  three  daughters,  of  whom  Holland, 
our  subject,  was  the  eldest;  Joseph  was  burned  to 
death  when  four  years  of  age.  The  others  are  liv- 
ing, and  are  named  respectively :  AVilliam,  John, 
Thomas,  Joseph  (2d),  Alice,  Mary  and  Ann.  Hol- 
land, like  his  brothers  and  sisters,  was  trained  to 
habits  of  industry  and  economy  earl^'  in  life,  and  be- 
gan to  make  himself  useful  when  but  a  lad.  At 
fourteen  he  had  started  out  for  hi]nself,  but  con- 
tinned  to  reside  in  his  native  county,  employing 
himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  until  he 
wa.-<  over  thirtj'  years  of  age.  He  then  determined 
to  -eek  his  fortunes  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
L'pon  landing  in  Michigan,  which  he  did  in  the 
spring  of  18.55,  he  remained  there  during  the  .sheep- 
shearing  season.  Thence  he  migrated  to  Brim- 
field,  Peoria  Countj',  this  State,  where  he  was  cm- 
plyyed  as  a  farm  laborer  one  summei',  when  he 
rented  a  coal  bank,  and  was  engaged  in  mining  for 
about  twelve  years.  He  then  purchased  the  bank, 
which  he  opeiated  on  his  own  account  for  four  years, 
and  then,  about  the  year  18G!),sold  out  and  came  to 
this  county. 

Mr.  Catton,  after  coming  iiilo  Livingston  Coiiiil^', 
look  up  his  residence  in  that  part  of  Lcllc    I'lMirir 


Township  which  was  afterward  included  in  Fayette, 
and  still  holds  possession  of  the  lan<l  on  section  4, 
which  he  purchased  at  that  time.  Here  he  carries 
on  general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  is  num- 
liered  among  the  prosiierous  and  well-to-do  citizens 
of  the  township,  and  among  the  views  of  farm  resi- 
dences shown  in  this  Ai.uuji  maj'  very  appropriately 
be  found  that  of  Mr.  Catton. 

Mr.  Catton,  in  1845,  while  a  resident  of  his  na- 
tive county  in  England,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Bliss  Ellen  Eyre,  who  was  born  about  1825, 
not  far  from  the  boyhood  home  of  her  husband. 
They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
six  are  living,  namely:  Mary,  Martha,  Benjamin, 
William,  Sallie  and  Nellie.  A  little  daughter, 
Martha  (1st),  died  when  about  eight  months  old,  and 
another,  Nettie,  passed  away  at  the  interesting  age 
of  seventeen  years.  The  parents  arc  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr.  C.  is  one 
of  the  most  reliable  members  of  the  Republican  party 
in  Fayette  Township.  He  has  been  School  Director 
in  his  district  for  some  time,  and  is  always  interested 
in  the  projects  inaugurated  for  the  advancement 
and  welfare  of  the  people. 


\f]  AMES  II.  LINN  located  in  Charlotte  Town- 
ship in  the  spring  of  186(i,  where,  on  sec- 
tion  '2h,  a  few  months  previously,  he  had 
l^/i  purchased  an  80-acre  tract  of  wild  prairie 
lan<l.  He  was  not  quite  ready  at  that  time,  how- 
ever, to  begin  its  improvement  and  cultivation, 
and  the  following  spring  rented  another  tract,  which 
had  been  slightly  improved,  and  he  put  up  for 
his  dwelling  a  shant^',  partly  slab  and  partly  sod. 
in  which  he  and  his  young  wife  made  their  home 
for  quite  a  number  of  years.  This  house,  however, 
stood  on  his  own  land,  and  in  1869  he  put  up  the 
main  part  of  the  dwelling  which  he  now  occupies. 
lie  industriously  set  about  building  up  a  home- 
stead, and  was  [U'ospered  in  his  labors.  He  in- 
vested his  surplus  capital  as  he  accumulated  it  in 
additional  land,  and  is  now  tlie  proprietor  of  240 
acres,  which  he  has  brought  to  .-i  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  provided  with  suitaMe  l)Liildings.  Be- 
sides lliis  property,   our   subject    and    Ills    children 
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have  a  claim  upon  880  acres  in  Nebraska.  The 
home  farm  is  stocked  with  high-grade  Short-horn 
and  Hureford  cattle,  while  in  his  stables  are  seen 
some  fine  specimens  of  Norman  horses.  All  his 
farm  operations  are  carried  on  in  a  regular  and 
systematic  manner,  and  the  result  is  highly  credita- 
ble to  a  man  who  commenced  in  life  without  means 
and  dependent  upon  his  own  resources. 

Mr.  Linn  was  born  in  Clinton  Country,  Pa..  Dec. 
3,  1835,  and  was  the  fifth  child  of  Thomas  and  Ra- 
chel (Leymau)  Linn,  also  natives  of  the  Kej'stone 
State.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Andrew  and 
Rachel  Linn,  were  natives  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
the  parents  of  his  mother,  Miciiael  and  Rachel  Lej^- 
man,  were  born  in  Germany.  Thomas  Linn,  upon 
reaching  manhood,  engaged  in  lumbering  in  his  na- 
tive State,  which  he  followed  until  185G,  when  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Kendall 
County.  From  there  he  removed  to  Chatsworth 
in  1874,  where  lie  and  his  vvife  spent  tlie  remainder 
of  tlieir  lives,  the-  latter  passing  away  Nov.  27, 
1883,  and  the  former  Aug.  15,  1885. 

.James  H.  Linn  early  in  life  learned  that  he  must 
work  for  his  living,  and  first  f(jllowed  the  canal  and 
lakes  from  Erie,  Pa.,  to  Chicago,  which  business  he 
continued  until  twenty-two  years  old.  Afterward 
he  engaged  in  farming,  and  on  Jan.  1,  1859,  after 
coming  to  the  West,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Jane  Parkhurst,  who  was  born  in  Kendall 
County,  111.,  Nov.  7,  1841.  Mrs.  Linn  is  the 
daughter  of  Joel  and  Fidelia  (Damon)  Parkhurst, 
and  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four  children. 
Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York  State,  but 
spent  their  last  years  in  Kendall  County,  where 
they  were  pioneer  settlers.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  were  residents  of  that  county  until  their  re- 
moval here.  The}'  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  of  whom  but  six  are  living,  namely:  Orrin 
p.,  who,  possessing  the  enterprise  of  his  father  in  a 
marked  degree,  has  taken  up  a  homestead  in  Ne- 
braska; Lora  L.,  who  has  finished  her  education, 
and  is  now  at  home  with  her  parents;  Girdon  F., 
James  Eugene,  Delia  E.  and  Ida  L.  Orrin  P. 
completed  his  education  at  the  Normal  School  at 
Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  all  of  tiie  children  will  receive 
the  Ijest  advantages  our  well-i-cgulated  school  sys- 
tem offers. 


Mr.  Linn  was  the  first  Assessor  of  Charlotte; 
Township,  and  has  officiated  as  School  Director  for 
a  [)eriod  (if  eighteen  years.  He  unifoimly  encour- 
ages those  enterprises  which  are  for  the  moral  and 
intellectual  welfare  uf  the  people,  and  nothing 
pleases  him  better  than  to  note  the  progress  of  ed- 
ucation and  those  enterprises  which  will  liuild  uj)  a 
community  socially  and  financially.  Altlioiigli  not 
at  present  connected  with  any  religious  organiza- 
tion, he  is  always  interested  in  church  matters. 
JMrs.  Linn  and  her  eldest  daugliter  ;ire  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Church  at  Chatsworth.  On  an 
adjoining  page  may  be  found  a  view  of  Mr.  Linn's 
residence,  wliich  is  certainly  one  of  Livingston 
County's  representative  country-  estates. 


^^EORGE  W. 

'11  g— ,  conducting 
'^^[    Cullom,  is  a 


.^^EORGE  W.  BOEMAN,  who  is  engaged  in 
g  livery,  feed  and  sale  stables,  at 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  was 
born  in  Hunterdon  County  on  the  22d  of  February, 
1841.  His  parents  were  David  and  Mary  (.Sigler) 
Boeraan,  who  were  also  natives  of  New  Jersey. 
Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life,  in  which  he 
early  evinced  considerable  interest,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State. 
He  resided  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  until  he 
reached  the  years  of  his  majority,  and  then  came 
West  and  located  in  Bureau  County,  111.,  where  he 
farmed  until  1871,  coming  then  to  Livingston 
County,  and  settling  in  Sullivan  Township,  where 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  on 
section  14.  He  liegan  at  once  tlie  improvement  of 
this  land,  and  followed  farming  there  until  1887. 
During  this  time  he  had  placed  it  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  erected  good  and  suitable 
buildings,  properly  drained  it,  and  built  good  fences. 
In  1887  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Cullom.  and 
commenced  in  the  business  in  which  lie  is  at  present 
engaged.  Before  removing  to  Culloin,  however, 
he  sold  his  farm  to  good  advantage. 

In  June,  1869,  Mr.  Boeman  was  married  to  Sarah 
Martin,  who  is  a  n.itive  of  Illinois,  having  lieen 
born  in  Bureau  County.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Caroline  Martin,  natives  of  New  Jersej-. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boeman  have  had  two  children,  whose 
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names  are  Sigler  and  Orlie.  In  1>62  Mr.  Boeman 
entered  the  Union  army,  having  enlisted  in  Com- 
l^any  B.  i>3d  Illinois  Infantry,  and  remained  with 
that  regiment  nntil  the  close  of  the  war.  [lartieipating 
with  it  in  many  of  the  hard -fought  engagements  arid 
severest  marches  of  the  war.  He  took  [lart  in 
the  memorable  Vicksburg  camjiaign,  and  in  the  bat- 
tles of  .Jackson  and  Chamj)i^in  Hills  Imre  tlie  brnnt 
of  the  onslaught  of  the  enemy.  At  the  last  engage- 
ment Jlr.  Boemau  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  the 
left  thigh,  and  was  taken  prisoner,  l)ut  as  lie  was 
severely  injured,  he  was  paroled  on  the  field,  and 
in  a  few  days  was  taken  to  the  hospital.  He  re- 
mained in  the  hospital  for  about  three  months, 
when  he  rejoined  his  command,  and  remained  with 
it  until  his  regiment  was  mustered  out  at  the  close 
(_>f  the  war. 

Our  subject  takes  an  active  part  in  politics,  and 
in  that  direction  gives  his  best  energies  to  the  main- 
tenance of  tlie  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
Fur  several  years  he  has  been  Township  Collector, 
and  is  at  the  present  time  discharging  the  duties  of 
that  office.  He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  take  considerable  inter- 
est in  moral  and  religinus  affairs. 

ENRY  RIXGLER,  a  leading  general  mer- 
chant of  Strawn,  carries  a  Large  and  well- 
assorted  stock  of  drj'-goods  and  groceries, 
and  in  fact  keeps  nearly  everj^thing  required 
in  the  household  together  with  the  lighter  imple- 
ments of  the  farm.  His  present  store  was  estab- 
lislied  in  1877,  and  for  the  past  twenty  j'ears  he 
has  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Fayette  Township,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
lucrative  trade  among  its  best  residents.  His  has 
lieen  a  life  of  industry,  and  the  comforts  with  which 
he  is  surrounded  to-da}'  are  but  the  just  reward  of 
his  labors. 

Mr.  Ringlcr  is  one  of  the  finest  representatives 
of  that  nationality  to  which  the  State  of  Illinois  is 
.so  greatly  indebted  for  her  pre.sent  position  among 
the  comnioiiwealtlis  of  the  West.  Mis  early  home 
was  aero.ss  the  water  in  the  Province  of  Ilersfeld, 
(lerniany,  where  liis  liirtli  loiik  p|ac('  .tunc  HI,  1844. 


His  parents,  Peter  and  Gertrude  (More)  Ringler, 
were  of  pure  German  ancestry,  and  emigrated  with 
their  family  to  the  United  .States  in  18(16.  In  the 
meantime  there  had  been  born  to  them  seven  sons, 
namelj":  Peter,  George,  John,  Henry,  William, 
Frederick  and  August.  It  has  been  the  custom  of 
tlie  Emperor  from  time  immemorial  to  bestow  a  gift 
t)f  ^-1'2  upon  the  father  of  seven  successive  sons, 
and  Peter  Ringler  was  the  recipient  of  this  bequest 
from  the  present  ruler  of  Germany,  Pi^mperor  Will- 
i.ini.  This  remark.able  incident  occurs  only  about 
once  in  10,000  families,  and  is  well  worthy  of 
record. 

Upon  setting  foot  on  American  soil  the  father  of 
our  subject  resided  for  a  time  in  New  York  .State, 
and  then  came  to  this  county,  locating  in  Belle 
Prairie  Township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
as  a  contractor  and  builder.  He  had  at  one  time 
a  large  fortune  which  he  lost  through  the  schemes 
of  a  railroad  company,  and  afterward  abandoned 
contracting,  and  gave  his  attention  exclusively  to 
farming  until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1875. 
The  mother  died  at  the  homestead  in  Belle  Prairie 
Township  about  1882. 

Our  subject  remained  with  his  parents  until  his 
childhood  was  passed,  receiving  a  good  education, 
and  then  .served  a  thorough  a[iprenticeship  at  the 
blacksmith  trade.  While  the  family  were  in  New 
York  he  followed  his  trade  there,  and  three  years 
later,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1868,  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Fox,  a  native  of  his  own  country. 
Her  parents  enugrated  to  America  about  18G6  and 
located  in  Chicago,  where  they  remained  until  1870. 
Subsequently  they  came  to  this  county  and  took  up 
their  residence  with  their  son-in-law,  our  subject, 
where  the^'  passed  their  last  days,  the  mother  pass- 
ing away  in  1872,  and  the  father  in  1878. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ringler,  eight  in 
number,  were  named  respectively,  Frederick,  Au- 
gust, Lizzie,  Henry,  Mary,  (ieorge,  Katie  and  Will- 
iam. They  form  an  interesting  family  group, 
which  happil}'  to  this  time  has  been  unbroken,  and 
tliey  are  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Ring- 
lcr has  a  brother  in  New  York  who  has  ju^t  pur- 
chaseil  .'320  .acres  adjoining  this  city,  and  our  suli- 
ject  takes  charge  of  it  in  the  spring. 

Upon  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage,  Mr.  Ring. 
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ler  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  reiigiousl}',  is  a  member  of  tlie  Lutheran 
Church.  The  familj'  residence  is  one  of  the  most 
shapely  and  substantial  in  the  village,  anil  its  in- 
mates enjoj'  the  society  Of  many  friends.  On  an- 
other page  ma}'  be  fonnd  a  view  of  Mr.  King- 
Icr'.-  residence  and  ])lace  of  business. 

^f  AMES  MONAHAN.  Although  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian  by  birth,  our  subject  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  Illinois  nearly  all  his  life,  and  tiiis 
State  has  been  the  exclusive  field  of  liis  oper- 
ations. Lilvc  nearl}'  all  Pennsjdvanians  he  has 
been  an  enterprising  farmer,  a  liard-working  man 
and  a  good  manager,  and  where  these  qualities  are 
combined  success  is  the  result.  Mr.  Monahan  is 
now  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 
tion 3G,  Sauuemin  Township. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Dauphin  Count}',  Pa., 
where  he  was  born  on  tlie  25th  of  March,  1834, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Chambers) 
M(.>nahan,  the  former  a  native  of  Ireland  and  the 
latter  of  Penns3'lvania.  The  advent  of  the  Mona- 
han famil}'  into  Illinois  was  in  the  spring  of  1838, 
and  they  settled  in  Richland  Township,  Marshal! 
County.  In  this  count}'  the  parents  resided  until 
their  decease,  the  death  of  the  father  occurring  on 
the  18tli  of  August,  1871,  and  that  of  the  mother 
on  the  27th  of  January,  1883.  They  were  among 
the  very  early  settlers  of  Marshall  County,  arriving 
there  when  houses  were  long  distances  apart,  and 
settlements  few  and  far  between.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily (if  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  survive,  whose 
record  is  as  follows:  John  A.,  of  Kansas;  James, 
oursuljject;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Garrett  Wykoff,  Charles 
and  William,  all  of  Marshall  County.  Our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Marshall  County,  where 
he  obtained  his  first  knowledge  of  agricultural  jiur- 
suits,  and  received  an  elementary  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  day,  and  tiiat  early  in  the  history  of 
Illinois  the  common  schools  afforded  very  limited 
advantages. 

On  the  23d  of  February,  181)4,  Mr.  Monahan 
was  married  to  Susanna  M.  Jackson,  who  was  born 
in  tiie  10th  of  April,   183'J,  and  is  the  daughter  of 


Andrew  and  Mary  (Gray)  Jackson,  who  settled  at 
an  early  day  in  Marshall  County.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Monahan  have  ijeen  born  five  children — Elsie 
J.,  Mary  E.,  Jane,  Mabel  C.  and  Kyle.  Elsie  J. 
was  born  Dec.  31,  1864,  and  is  engaged  in  public 
school  teaching;  Mary  E.  was  born  Sept.  10,  1867, 
and  is  also  a  school  teacher;  Janet  was  born  April 
(!,  1873;  Mabel  C,  Dec.  14,  1877,  and  Kyle  J..  Sept. 
10,  1886.  In  the  fall  of  1874,  with  his  family  our 
subject  came  to  Livingston  County,  and  settled  in 
Saunemin  Township,  where  he  purchased  120  acres 
of  land,  npon  which  he  has  since  resided.  This 
farm  is  well  improved  and  has  been  placed  under  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  The  parents  as  well  as 
two  daughters,  are  active  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  Saunemin,  and  the  father  is  at  present 
serving  as  Deacon  and  Trustee  of  that  church.  Po- 
litically, he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  at  present  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  office  of  School  Director. 
He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  religious  and  moral  af- 
fairs, and  contributes  liberally  of  time  and  means 
to  each  of  these  causes. 


ij^^^  ARION  GALLUP,  a  representative  young 
farmer  and  stock- raiser  on  section  29, 
Owego  Township,  has  been  a  farmer  since 
1880,  although  by  education  he  fitted  him- 
self for  the  profession  of  law.  He  is  a  native  of 
Peoria  County,  and  was  born  on  the  20tli  of  No- 
vember, 1854,  his  parents  being  Joseph  and  Cecelia 
Gallup,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  C(jnnecticnt. 
The  paternal  ancestors  were  of  English  descent, 
coming  to  this  country  previous  to  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  in  which  several  of  them  served  and  also 
in  the  War  .of  1812.  Tlie  founder  of  the  present 
Gallup  family  was  Capt.  John  Gallup,  who  held 
that  rank  in  the  body  of  Colonial  Troopers,  whicli 
he  organized  during  the  French  and  Indian  war. 
The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  emigrated 
to  Peoria  County  in  1851  and  settled  in  Hallock 
Township,  in  which  the  father  still  resides  and 
where  the  mother  died  in  July,  1877.  They  had 
born  to  them  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
J udie  A.,  wife  of  Harvey  Wetmore,  of  Dana,  111.; 
Loren,  of  Peoria  County  :  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Edward 
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Tiimnons.  of  Peoria  County:  Ellen  J.,  wife  of 
Oevillo  Potter,  of  Peoria  Count}- ;  Klvira,  decearJed  ; 
anil  Marion,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Joseiih 
(iallup  was  a  nieraher  of  the  Illinois  Legislature,  in 
which  he  represented  Peoria  County  in  1882  and 
18S4.  thus  serving  it  two  terms  of  two  years  each. 
For  many  years  he  served  in  his  localit}'  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered  efficient 
service  on  account  of  being  well  versed  in  legal 
matters.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  one 
of  the  leaders  of  his  party  in  Peoria  County.  To 
a  very  large  degree  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  every  one  in  his  community. 

Marion  Gallup  attained  his  manliood  in  his  na- 
tive county,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
during  his  earlier  days,  and  in  1872  he  began  a 
course  of  studj-  in  the  High  ScIkkiI  in  t'hillicothe, 
111.,  and  was  graduated  on  the  ITtli  uf  June,  1875. 
He  soon  began  the  study  of  law  under  the  instructions 
i>f  Hopkins  &  Morran  in  Peoria,  and  with  them 
continued  for  two  years,  when  he  was  admitted  to 
prai-tice  at  the  bar  in  .June.  1880,  having  passed 
a  critical  examination  very  successfully  at  Spring- 
field. While  not  making  any  pretensions  of  prac- 
ticing law  as  a  business  yet  he  occasii>n;Uly  takes 
charge  of  a  case  in  court. 

Mr.  G.allup  was  married,  on  the  Itli  of  October, 
Is77.  to  Nellie  L.  Kimball,  a  native  of  Maine,  who 
is  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Lucy  M.  Kimball,  now 
residing  in  Douglas  County,  Dak.  Her  father  is  a 
native  of  Maine  and  the  mollier  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut. In  18fiii  her  parents  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois, where  they  resided  until  1882,  in  w'hich  year 
they  removed  to  Dakota,  and  where  they  have  con- 
tinued to  reside.  To  Jlr.  and  Mis.  Gallup  have 
been  born  three  children:  Cecilia,  Oct.  2,  1878; 
.Joseph  K.,  Feb.  27,  1880;  and  Nellie  .1..  April  4, 
1881.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Methijdist  Episcopal  Church  at  Pontiac,  and  take 
great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  cliurch. 

Mr.  (;allu]j  caiiK?  to  Livingston  County  in  1  .s.sO, 
where  he  purcha.sed  240  acn^s  of  land,  on  which  he 
now  reside.-,  and  has  given  his  best  enei'gies  to  its 
cultivation  and  improvement.  He  is  meeting  wfth 
most  excellent  and  gratifying  success.  In  politics 
he  generally  acts  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  is 
a  irian  of  stri/iiLT  Prohibition    iiroclivitics.      He    has 


served  the  people  of  Owego  Township  as  Tax  Col- 
lector for  one  j'ear,  and  School  Treasurer  for  two 
years.  Within  the  short  time  he  has  resided  in 
Owego  Township  he  has  gathered  around  him  a 
wide  circle  of  friends,  in  the  confidence  of  whom  he 
has  firmlv  established  himself. 


MOS  C.  HANDLEY,  one  of  the  reliable 
citizens  and  successful  farmers  of  Owego 
Town.<hip,  occupies  a  fine  propertj'  located 
on  section  27,  where  in  addition  to  gen- 
eral agriculture  he  is  giving  much  attention  to  the 
raising  of  stock.  His  .snug  homestead  includes 
eighty  .acres  of  finely  cultivated  land,  upon  which 
lie  has  erected  good  farm  buildings,  the  location 
being  one  of  the  best  in  this  section  and  command- 
ing an  extended  view  tif  the  beautiful  surrounding 
country. 

Mr.  Handley  is  a  native  of  Licking  Count}-, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  on  the  23d  of  July,  1837.  His 
l)arents  were  John  and  Hannah  Handley,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Thej- 
^vere  the  parents  of  ten  children,  the  roll  of  those 
now  living  being  Daniel  J.,  Lydia  A.,  James  W., 
.Sarah  E.,  Amos  C,  John  S.,  Esther  J.  and  George 
W.  The  younger  days  of  Mr.  Handley  were  passed 
in  Licking  County,  where  he  received  a  more  than 
average  education,  and  after  passing  out  of  school 
he  became  teacher  and  taught  for  eight  or  ten 
terms,  in  Ohio  and  Illinois. 

On  the  12th  of  Januarj^,  18G.5,  in  Ohio,  Mr. 
Handley  was  married  to  Marinda  E.  Etnire,  of 
Licking  Count}',  who  died  on  the  llth  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  their  m.arriagc.  He  was  married  a 
second  time,  on  the  2(ith  of  January,  1869,  in  Illi- 
nois, the  wife  of  his  choice  being  .Sarah  E.  Chaney, 
a  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and  to  them  were 
born  eight  children,  six  of  whom  yet  live,  their 
names  being  as  follows:  Ellla  A..  Marinda  A., 
Clara  E.,  Edward  C,  Nina  B.  and  Roy  C;  the 
names  of  the  two  deceased  are  Gr.acie  and  Nora  F. 
Mr.  Handley  first  became  a  citizen  of  Illinois  in 
18.51),  but  did  not  remain  long;  he  returned,  how- 
ever, in  18.58,  and  has  resided  in  the  .State  ever  since 
and  In  Livingston  County  during  the  entire  period, 
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excepting  seven  years,  which  he  spent  in  Cham- 
paign County.  He  owns  eighty  acres  of  excellent 
land,  which  he  cnltivates  after  the  most  approved 
method,  and  devotes  considerable  energj-  and  en- 
terprise to  the  raising  of  stock.  Me  and  his  esti- 
mable wife  are  active  and  eiithnsiastic  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  of  whicii  he  is  a  Trustee  and 
a  Steward.  They  closely  identify  themselves  witli 
the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  all  raoveuients  inaugu- 
rated for  the  improvement  and  elevation  of  the 
people  among  whom  they  live.  Tbey  are  both 
public  spirited  in  a  large  degree,  and  give  liberally 
t(j  all  the  charities  which  have  a  right  to  demand  of 
their  bounties. 

Mr.  Handley  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  to  which  he  yields  devoted  loyalty  upon  all 
occasions  when  his  services  will  be  a  benetit.  He 
was  elected  as  Treasurer  of  Owego  Township  in 
188fi,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  which  office 
he  has  fully  met  the  expectations  of  the  friends 
who  conferred  their  suffrages  upon  him. 
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OHN  HAYES  RAY'MOND,  who  after  living 
in  various  sections  of  Illinois,  finally  con- 
cluded that  Odell  Township,  Livingston 
Count}',  was  about  as  good  a  place  as  a  far- 
mer could  find,  located  upon  section  21,  where  he 
now  resides,  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  Mr.  Raymond  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y'.,  sixteen  miles  from  Saratoga  Springs, 
Sept.  27,  1828.  He  was  the  eldest  child  born  to 
Isaac  and  Esther  (Hayes)  Raymond,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
Abram  and  Hannah  Raymond,  and  the  maternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Tina  Hayes,  all  natives 
of  Connecticut,  where  they  were  farmers  and  lived 
and  died  on  their  original  farms.  The  father  of 
Mr.  Raymond  was  a  farmer,  and  came  West  in  .lune, 
1806.  and  settled  in  Tonica,  LaSalle  County,  where 
he  spent  his  declining  years.  Mr.  Raj'mond's 
mother  died  when  he  was  six  years  of  age,  and  he 
was  thus  deprived  of  her  tender  care. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  work 
upon  the  farm,  and  obtained  a  fair  common-school 
education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  j^ears  he 
<■  ^ ■^---— -- 


left  his  home  in  New  Y'ork  State,  and  migrated  to 
the  prairies  of  Illinois.  He  first  settled  and  farmed 
for  one  year  in  Putnam  County,  and  then  went  to 
LaSalle  County,  where  he  farmed  for  two  years. 
At  that  time  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in  New 
Y'ork,  where  he  remained  and  engaged  in  farming 
for  four  years.  Having  had  a  taste  of  life  in  the 
West,  he  concluded  to  try  his  fortune  here  again, 
and  returned  to  LaSalle  County  in  18(5/!,  where  he 
farmed  on  shares. 

On  the  5lh  of  October,  lS(j,o,  Mr.  Kaymond  was 
married  to  Miss  Eliza  L.  Holcomb,  who  was  born 
Sept.  1,  1842,  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.  She  was 
the  oldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to 
William  and  Adeline  (Temple)  Holcomb,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  respectively.  Her 
father  was  a  farmer  and  wagon-maker,  and  died  in 
Pennsylvania.  Her  mother  survived  the  father  for 
many  years  and  died  at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond. Her  paternal  grandparents  were  Asa  and 
Lucinda  (Miller)  Holcomb,  of  English  descent,  but 
natives  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y^.,  and  were 
born  near  Sandy  Hook.  The  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  Robert  and  Eliza  (Allen)  Temple,  and 
were  probably  natives  of  New  Yoi-k.  Robert  was 
a  drummer  boy  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Immediately  after  marriage,  Mr.  Raymond  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  improved  land  and  settled 
upon  it.  After  erecting  buildings  and  living  upon 
this  farm  one  year,  he  sold  it  and  purchased  a  farm 
on  the  county  line,  upon  which  he  lived  three 
years.  This  farm  he  also  sold  and  removed  to  the 
citv  of  Tonica,  where  he  lived  one  3'ear.  He  then 
bought  a  farm  of  sixty-eight  acres,  upon  whicli  he 
lived  for  four  years.  In  1874  he  came  to  Living- 
ston County,  and  bought  the  farm  of  120  acres 
upon  which  he  now  resides.  Here  he  has  erected 
a  commodious  residence,  and  suitable  barns  and 
other  out-buildings.  Through  enterprise  and  en- 
ero-y  he  is  rapidly  pushing  forward,  and  now  has 
one  of  the  best-equipped  farms  in  Odell  Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  are  the  parents  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  home — William 
Isaac,  Jessie  Belle,  George  Elmer,  John  Holcomb 
and  Bertha  May.  The  parents  take  much  pride  in 
educating  their  children,  the  oldest  showing  much 
talent  as  an  artist.     They  are  all  bright  and  active. 
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ami  take  to  education  readily.  .Mr.  Raviiioml  is 
not  active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Denio- 
evatic  party.  He  does  not  desire  office,  but  con- 
sents to  serve  as  Sdiool  l^ireetor  because  of  the  in- 
terest he  takes  in  educatii>nal  matters. 
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^TLEXAXDER  H.  HOKE,  representing-  the 
i@ftj|{    grain  and  coal  business  at  Rugbj%  is  one  of 

7//Ts  '^'^'^  most  wide-awake  business  men  of  Oweg'o 
(S*  Township,  where  he  has  been  widely  and 

favcuiibly  known  fur  many  years.  Like  many  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Central  Illinois,  he  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  wa>  born  in  Blair  County  Sept. 
16.  18."»0.  His  parents,  .Samuel  and  Laura  Hoke, 
Were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  whence 
they  migrated  We.st  in  18.")!i.  and  became  residents 
of  Union  Tnwniship,  this  innnty.  staying  there 
twenty-eight  yeai-s.  The  father  then  letired  from 
active  labor  and  took  up  his  re>ideuce  in  the  village 
<  .f  Odell,  where,  with  his  estimable  wife,  he  still  re- 
>ides. 

.Samuel  Hoke  and  hi>  wife  were  the  parents  oi 
seven  children.  >ix  nuw  li\ing.  namelj':  Alexander 
K..  uur  subject;  Hanna  M.,  the  wife  of  J.  AV.  Hou- 
ihins:  William  E..  Charles  H.,  George  K.  and  Frank 
L.  Our  sidi_,ect  wa.*  reared  to  manhood  and  received 
a  practical  business  education,  taking  his  preparatory 
course  in  the  Wesleyan  University,  at  Blooniinott)n, 
.•md  comi)leting  his  studies  at  Dixon  College  in  Lee 
County,  where  he  took  the  full  scientific  course,  and 
lieiug  ambitious  to  excel,  made  the  most  of  his  op- 
portunities. He  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  commer- 
cial dei)artment  of  the  same  institution.  He  there- 
after engaged  in  teaching  in  various  townshi])s  of 
this  coinity. 

On  the  13th  of  Decendier,  1  SSl',  .Mr.  Hoke  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Moit-y,  of  Ohio.  They 
conmienced  life  together  in  a  --niig  dwelling  in  Un- 
ion Town.--hi|i.  whcic  Mr.  Hoke  then  engaged  in 
farming,  which  li<-  c-iiTied  on  until  the  fall  of  188i;, 
when  he  rcmo\ cd  to  Riii;li\  :iiiil  cMdi.-ii-kccl  in  his 
present  venture,  lb- h.-i- nifide  good  prooii-^-.  >o  far. 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  will  be  entirely  >uc- 
ce-sfnl.  He  handles  l;n-ge  quantitii'>  of  «he;it,  oats 
and  corn,   and  be^^ido  hi>  co.al  tiiin^nctions   intends, 


a>  >0on  as  arrangement>  can  be  made,  to  e^tablish  a 
trade  in  lumber. 

.Air.  Hcike  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  jieople  anmnd  him,  and  is  recogTiize<l  as  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  community.  He  is  a 
worthy  meiidier  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
])olitically  voles  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 
While  a  resident  of  Union  Township,  he  served  as 
Assessor  for  two  yeai's  and  Road  Commissioner 
three  years.  He  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
current  events,  and  believes  in  giving  to  the  young 
all  the  possible  advantages  which  shall  enable  them 
to  carry  on  business  properly  and  fit  them  for  worthy 
and  desirable  citizens.  To  this  end  he  encourages 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  schools,  and  is 
clearly  destined  to  a  position  of  pr^nninence  among 
the  luiobtrusive  but  working  philanthroj)ists,  who, 
although  perhaps  silent,  are  alwaj's  effective.  Mr. 
and  JMrs.  Hoke  have  become  the  jiarents  of  three 
children — Frank  F.,  Luella  M.  and  Samuel  L. 


,EV.  ALEXANDER  B.  POWELL,  who  has 
been  engaged  in  the  ministry  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  for  twenty-seven  j-ears,  is 
^^comfortably  situated  on  a  well-improved 
farm  of  160  acres  on  section  3,  Newtown  Township. 
He  (jccupies  a  comfortable  residence,  and  his  farm 
products  and  domestic  animals  are  eared  for  in  a 
commodious  barn.  During  his  ministry,  Mr.  Pow- 
ell served  for  five  years  as  Presiding  Elder  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Conference  of  his  church. 

Mr.  Powell  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio,  ou 
the  13th  of  March,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
Powell,  who  died  when  our  subject  was  but  nine 
years  of  age.  The  grandfather,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  was  a  native  of  South 
Wales,  and  came  to  this  country  at  an  early  day, 
when  he  was  a  young  man.  He  was  married,  and 
had  four  children,  of  Nvhom  the  j'oungest,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  married  Margaret  Engle,  a  native 
of  Ohio.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  seven  are  living:  Ciu-tis  Powell  is  married, 
and  an  active  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  and 
located   in  Bowen,  III.;  one   of   his   sons   is   also  a 
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minister  in  the  same  church.  William,  who  has 
been  a  minister  in  the  Protestant  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  is  now  a  practicing  ph^ysician  in  fSchuj'- 
ler  County,  111.;  Mary  ,T.,  a  twin  sister  of  William, 
died  at  about  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  Thomas, 
married,  has  three  daughters,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming  in  Menard  County,  111.;  David  resides  in 
Mason  City,  Mason  Co.,  111.,  where  he  was  a  banker, 
but  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Powell  & 
Tucker,  boot  and  shoe  dealers ;  be  has  been  married 
twice,  and  has  a  family  of  three  daughters  and  one 
son  by  his  first  wife.  John,  married  and  living 
with  his  second  wife  in  Kansas,  was  a  local  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  is  now  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  in  which 
denomination  he  has  a  license  to  preach  ;  Alexander 
B.  is  our  subject;  Martha  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Jacob 
Ogle,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Salem  City,  Ore. ; 
they  have  three  children  living.  Jefferson  S.  went 
to  Wisconsin  when  he  was  a  young  msin,  where  he 
married  and  then  removed  to  Oregon,  where  he 
now  resides  and  has  a  family  of  six  children ;  Mar- 
garet died  when  she  was  three  years  of  age.  The 
father  came  to  Illinois  in  about  1836,  and  first  set- 
tled in  Menard  County,  whence  he  removed  to  Ful- 
ton County,  near  Astoria,  and  entered  land,  and 
there  his  death  occurred  in  1845.  Some  time  after 
the  father's  death,  the  mother  returned  to  Menard 
County,  where  she  remarried  and  soon  after  died. 
During  her  entire  life  she  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Alexander  B.  Powell  remained  at  home  until  his 
mother  discontinued  housekeei^ing.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  in  1800,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five,  entered  the  ministry.  On  the 
.sth  of  August,  1858,  Mr.  Powell  was  married  to 
Mary  C.  Haffner,  of  Fulton  Countj',  III.,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Diana  (Lutz)  Haffner,  natives  of 
Augusta  County,  Va.,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  1850 
and  settled  in  Fulton  County.  To  them  were  born 
eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living — 
JohnB.,  Mary  C,  Samuel  H.,  Sarah,  Elizabeth. 
William  and  Andrew,  all  of  whom  are  married. 
John  B.  and  Andrew  reside  in  Kansas,  Elizabeth  in 
Iowa,  Henry  in  Scbuj'ler  County,  111.,  William  in 
Fulton  County,  on  the  home  iikce,  and  Sarah  in 
Schuyler   Connty.     The   father  died  Aug.  4,  1886, 


at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  nine  months  and 
three  days;  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Fulton 
County.  They  were  both  active  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  Mr.  Haffner  was  verv 
much  interested  in  the  woi'k  and  financial  affairs  of 
the  church. 

The  following-named  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell:  William  O.,  born  July  10, 
1859,  is  married  and  is  a  practicing  physician  in 
Tazewell  County,  111.,  with  a  diploma  from  the 
State  Medical  Board  ;  he  was  educated  at  Westfield, 
III.,  and  was  married  to  Angeline  Stites,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Stites,  of  Pontiac.  Charles  Andrew,  born 
Sept.  8,  1861,  married  Susanna  Hoobler,  daughter 
of  Frederick  Hoobler,  has  three  children,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  near  Saunemin,  Livingston 
County;  Esther  Florence,  born  Dec.  8,  1863;  Dan- 
iel Thomas,  May  15,  1867;  George  Ellsworth,  June 
8,  1869,  and  Jessie  Roy,  Feb.  3,  1882.  Mr.  Pow- 
ell came  to  Livingston  County  in  18C4,and  located 
where  he  now  resides.  He  was  appointed  by  the 
Conference  to  which  he  belonged  to  take  charge  of 
the  church  at  New  Michigan,  where  he  lived  for 
about  ten  years.  He  then  went  to  McLean  County, 
where  he  had  lived  before  coming  to  Livingston 
County,  and  traveled,  eng;iged  in  church  work,  for 
six  years.  In  1878  he  returned  to  Livingston 
County,  where  he  has  since  lived.  Mr.  Powell's 
family  are  mostly  church  members,  those  who  do 
not  belong  to  his,  being  members  of  some  other 
church  denomination. 


(^,  )>;ILLIAM  McKINDLEY,  who  is  engaged  in 
\aj/l  farming  and  stock-raising  on  section  16, 
W^  Waldo  Townshiii,  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Delilah  (Gr.iham)  Mc'Kindlcy,  and  w.as  liorn  in  High- 
land Count}',  Ohio,  about  fifty  miles  east  of  Cincin- 
nati, on  the  11th  of  M.av,  l'S47.  He  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  receiving  a  common-school  education,  nn<l 
came  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  1S65, 
when  he  was  about  eighteen  3^ears  old,  (lri\ing 
through  with  wagons  and  locating  in  Peoria  County, 
where  he  remained  for  about  two  years.  From  that 
County  they  moved  to  AA'akU)  Townshiii,  Livingston 


-4^ 


-4" 


I'.dO 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTV. 


County,  where  diir  .-ulijert  jiuivhased  t'dity  aeie;-  of 
laml.  uiKMi  whicli  he  now  re.-ides.  He  Imuiilit  thiV 
land  a  few  months  liefore  lie  was  twenty-<_)ne  years 
of  ai;e.  His  i)arents  lived  with  him,  and  shortly 
after  cumini>-  to  this  locality  his  father  died. 

51r.  McKindley's  fatlier  was  horn  in  Connty  Down,  | 
Ireland,  in  IsO.").  lie  wa>  of  Seot eh  descent  and  came  j 
to  America  when  thirty  years  of  ai>e.  locating  in  i 
C'anaila,  where  he  remained  for  many  years.  '\A'hile 
living-  in  Canada  he  was  seized  with  ague,  and  the 
doctors  failing  to  cure  him.  he  was  finally  advised 
lo  cross  the  ocean,  hut  before  he  had  .arrived  upon 
the  other  side  he  fi.unid  himself  so  nuu-h  improved 
that  he  liecanie  a  sailor,  and  followed  that  occupa- 
tion for  several  year.-.  He  returned  to  Canada  and 
l)articipated  in  the  s(.)-called  "Patriots'  ^\■ar,"  and  was 
at  the  Immliardment  of  Navy  Island  and  at  se\  eral 
ini|iortant  council  meetings.  After  that  war  was 
over  he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  married.  lie 
died  in  Waldo  Townshii).  Livingston  County,  May 
."11.  18711.  Mr:  McKindley's  mother  was  horn  in 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  jMarch  22,  1.S21.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Bevans) 
Graham.  The  father  was  of  Scotch  descent,  and 
left  Scotland  when  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  locating 
in  New  Jersey.  He  afterward  resided  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio,  and  died  in  Peoria  County,  111.,  in 
18.-.7. 

On  the  2'.ith  (if  February,  1872.  Mr.  McKindley 
was  married  to  ;\Ii>s  Jane  Gee,  daughter  of  William 
and  Kllen  (Jee.  She  was  born  in  England  on  the 
oOtli  of  3Iay,  lsi.")2,  and  came  to  America  with  her 
li.areuts  when  about  tlu-ee  j'ears  of  age.  She  is  the 
eldest  child  in  a  family  of  thi'ee.  Her  brother  John 
married,  ha-  tw(]  children,  and  resides  in  the  State 
of  Nebraska.  Her  .-i>ter  Ellen  mai-ried  Thomas  (iard- 
ner.  Ii.-i-  foiu' children,  and  li\c-  in  IJarton  County, 
Kan.  Mr-.  McKindley-  mother  is  ilecea-ed,  .and 
the  father  i-  li\  ing  near  El  I'.-iso.  III. 

Mr.  and  .Mr-.  .Ahdvin.lley  have  had  six  children, 
■■is  follow-:  M.-uia.  who  w.-i-  born  .M.-irch  ••:il.  I.s73: 
Prank.  Oct.  '.).  1  .s7  I ;  Elizalietli,  July  III,  I.s7<;;  Till- 
man. May  l.'i.  1.S7.S;  Clara,  July  .'..  I  sso  ;  K'eljeec.a. 
Oct.  2,  1887.  .Mr.  McKindley  i-  the  elder  child  in 
a  family  of  two.  the  other  being  ;i  -i-ler  named 
Elizabeth,  horn  Aug.  22,  1 84i) ;  .-he-  was  nevei- mar- 
ried, and  died  Aug.  :50,    1878.     Since  liecoming  a 

i^ : 


citizen  of  Waldo  Townsliiii  Mr.  McKindley  has  met 
with  e'ood  sucees.-  in  his  occup;\tion  as  a  farmer  and 
stock-raisei-.  He  is  comfortably  situated  on  a  very 
snug  farm,  and  lias  the  good-will  and  esteem  of  all  his 
neighbors. 
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<>|iASPER  N.  MORRISON.  About  the  most 
I  independent  men  in  this  county,  whose  voca- 
I  tion  is  chisely  allied  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
^&Jj  are  those  who  devote  their  time  to  the  prop- 
agation of  line  blooded  stock.  The}'  aire  generally 
men  of  large  natural  intelligence,  and  quite  fre- 
quently of  splendid  education.  There  is  some- 
thhig  about  the  graded-stock  business  which  seems 
to  require  comprehensive  minds  which  can  appre- 
ciate, analyze  and  utilize  certain  laws  of  nature, 
and  apply  them  intelligently  in  mingling  strains  of 
l)lood  in  animals  so  as  to  produce  the  l)est  results. 
When  a  man  of  broad  comprehension  once  engages 
in  the  stock  business,  and  particularly  that  branch 
which  involves  thoroughbred  and  expensive  ani- 
mals, he  becomes  wedded  to  it  and  grows  enthusi- 
astic, just  as  the  scientist  does  when  he  discovers 
the  solution  of  a  great  problem.  Much  advance 
has  been  made  in  stock-breeding,  particularly  as  it 
relates  to  horses,  within  the  last  few  years,  and  no- 
where has  this  attained  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 
Illinois,  which  is  fast  becoming  the  great  tine-stock 
propagating  State  of  the  Union. 

One  of  the  most  enthusiastic  young  stock-raising 
farmers  of  Livingston  County  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  born  in  Livingston  County  on  the  17tli  of 
June,  185G,  and  now  located  on  section  5  in  Avoca 
Township.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  C.  Morrison, 
of  whom  mention  is  made  in  the  biographical  sketch 
of  Albert  J.  Morrison.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  this  count}',  where  he  has  always  made  his  home. 
He  devotes  most  of  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  has  the  general  supervision  of  his  father's  ex- 
tensive stock  farm,  following  his  specialty  of  rais- 
ing fine  blooded  stock.  In  1883  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  Europe,  and  assisted  in  the  purchase  of 
forty-two  head  of  French  draft  horses,  which  they 
imported  and  shipped  to  their  Livingston  County 
farm.  Mr.  Morrison  is  the  owner  of  six  imported 
French  draft  mares,  valued  at  $800  each.    He  owns        , 
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eighty  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  is  well  iiii- 
proverl  in  the  way  of  buiklings,  fences  and  ditohos. 
Both  his  farming  and  stock  operations  are  con- 
ducted on  a  liberal  basis  and  a  large  scale. 

While  Mr.  Morrison  has  but  little  time  to  look 
after  political  matters  he  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  has  served  as  Director  of  the 
schools  of  his  district  for  several  years,  and  takes 
deep  interest  in  educational  matters,  as  well  as  in 
everj'thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  his  townsln']). 

'jSJOHN    VIRGIN.     Remarkable    strides    have 
1  I    been  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  qual- 

di  ily  of  horses  and  other  domestic  animals  in 
I  /  tliis  country  within  tlie  past  few  years,  and 
in  Livingston  County  may  be  found  some  of  the 
men  who  have  accomplished  so  much  in  this  re- 
spect. One  of  these  gentlemen,  whose  name  is 
known  throughout  the  country,  resides  at  Fairbury. 
He  is  engaged  in  importing,  breeding  and  dealing 
in  French  draft  horses,  and  brings  to  bear  in  his 
business  a  rare  amount  of  enterprise  and  skill.  To 
him  belongs  the  honor  of  first  introducing  this 
stock  of  horses  into  Livingston  County,  and  since 
tliose  pioneer  days  in  the  development  of  this  noble 
animal  in  this  section  of  the  .State,  no  man  has  done 
more  and  deserves  higlier  praise  than  he,  and  in 
presenting  his  portrait,  which  we  do  in  this  connec- 
tion, we  give  to  our  patrons  the  picture  not  only  of 
an  enterprising  business  man,  but  an  estimable  and 
worthy  citizen.  He  takes  special  interest  in  all 
niuvements  for  the  pulilic  good,  and  contributes 
liberally  both  of  his  lime  and  means  to  every  good 
work. 

Mr.  Virgin  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  was  liorn 
in  Carroll  County  on  the  10th  of  August,  1838.  He 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Lucinda  (Girard)  Virgin, 
who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  The  former  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  that  State,  moved  to  Indi.ana  and 
was  there  married.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  became  a  citizen  of  Illinois,  where  he  continued 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1870.  His  widow  and 
family  of  eight  children  are  all  still  living. 


Our  subject  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois  in 
1854,  and  located  near  Pontiac,  where  he  worked 
on  a  farm  until  1870,  and  during  that  year  moved 
to  Fairbury.  In  1868  he  began  the  breeding  of 
French  draft  horses,  which,  as  above  indicated, 
was  before  anyone  else  had  inaugurated  this  en- 
terprise which  has  since  proved  to  be  of  such  vast 
importance,  not  only  to  the  agriculturists  of  the 
country,  but  to  the  business  interests  of  the  g^'eat 
cities.  In  1872  he  made  the  first  importation  of 
these  horses  to  Livingston  County,  bringing  at  that 
time  three  splendid  animals.  Of  late  years  the 
purchase  of  these  horses  in  France  is  effected 
through  a  resident  party  in  that  country,  who  buys 
the  finest  stock  and  consigns  them  to  Mr.  Virgin 
for  sale.  Since  beginning  the  business  he  has  shipped 
between  400  and  .'tOO  animals,  and  tlie  sales  now 
amount  to  130,000  or  $40,000  annually.  When 
Mr.  Virgin  began  the  business  he  had  no  capital 
with  which  to  operate,  and  the  first  money  used 
was  borrowed  at  a  time  when  he  was  a  f.arm  tenant. 
His  splendid  success  from  such  a  beginning  cer- 
tainly indicates  rare  business  talent. 

Mr.  Virgin  was  married,  Jan.  26,  1865,  to  Miss 
Sarepta  J.  McDowell,  of  Fairbury,  the  ceremony 
being  performed  by  Rev.  John  Houston,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mrs.  Virgin  was 
born  in  Livingston  Countj'  April  5,  1842,  and 
came  from  a  pioneer  family  who  settled  in  Avoca 
Township  in  1 832.  The  names  of  her  parents  were 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Moore)  McDowell,  natives 
respectively  of  Ohio  and  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Virgin  have  had  four  children:  Georgie,  who  was 
born  Oct.  23,  1866,  and  died  Sept.  12,  1881; 
Minnie,  who  was  born  Aug.  18,  1868;  Alta,  Aug. 
4,  1870,  and  Daisy,  Feb.  25,  1875. 

Mr.   Virgin    was  a  member  of  Company  K,  3d 

Illinois  Cavalry,  for  three  years.     He  entered  as  a 

private  Aug.    7,  1861,  and  was  promoted  Orderly 

Sergeant,  in  which  capacity  he  acted  for  nearly  three 

years.     He  participated  in  all  the  heavy  battles  of 

the  West,  and  was  taken  prisoner  Nov.  25,  18(33,  at 

Vermlllionville,  La.,  and  was  held  for  thirty  days 

when  he  was  paroled.  He  remained  on  parole  seven 

I   months,  during  part  of  which  time  he  served  as  Quar- 

I    termaster   in    the  panjle  camp,  and  upon  being  ex- 

I   changed  remained   in  this  capacity  until  the  expir 
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ation  of  his  term  of  service.     He  was  discliarged 
Sept.  4,  1864,  at  Springfield.  111. 

The  firm  of  A'irgiu,  Brown  it  Co.,  own  400 
acres  of  fine  land  in  various  tracts  which  is 
specially  devoted  to  raising  fine  stock.  Much  of 
this  land  is  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Virgin  is  a  Republican,  and  takes  great  interest  in 
both  the  National  and  local  campaigns  managed  by 
that  party.  Mr.  V.  is  and  has  been  a  member 
of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the  past  four 
years,  and  is  now  General  Superintendent  of  the 
State  Fair  and  fat-stock  show.  He  is  one  of  tiie 
charter  members  of  Fairbury  Post  No.  75,  G.  A.  R., 
and  has  occupied  most  of  its  posts  of  duty  and  is 
now  Commander.  He  takes  great  pleasure  in  at- 
tending State  Encampments  and  meeting  his  old 
comrades.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  contribute 
liberally  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  that 
organization. 


\l7  GUIS  METTE,  a  prosperous  grain  merchant 
ll  (@  °^  Chatsworth,  came  to  this  section  over 
jIL^^  twent}'  years  ago,  bringing  with  him  the 
industrious  and  reliable  traits  of  his  substantial 
German  ancestr\'.  He  set  out  for  himself  in  life 
with  the  sole  capital  of  his  strong  hands  and  reso- 
lute will,  and  now  presents  the  pleasing  picture  of 
a  man  of  property',  and  occupies  a  comfortable 
home,  surrounded  by  that  which  makes  life  most 
desirable.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  he 
was  a  shepherd  boy,  and  probably  while  watching 
his  flocks  had  cast  many  a  glance  to  the  future  and 
saw  more  to  hope  for  in  the  New  World  tlian  he 
could  probably  attain  in  the  old.  He  was  not  long 
in  putting  his  plans  into  execution,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  years  bade  adieu  to  his  family  and 
friends  and  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel  .<»t  Bre- 
men, from  whicli  he  landed  at  New  Orleans  eleven 
weeks  and  five  daj's  later,  and  there  commenced 
the  struggle  which  has  been  so  fortunate  in  its  re- 
sults. He  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eigiit  chil- 
dren, and  is  the  only  one  who  canic  to  the  United 
.States. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  IJukedom  of  Bruns- 
wick,   near  the   Hartz  Mountains,   Fob.   27,   1829. 
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His  parents  were  John  and  Johanna  (Leur)  Mette, 
also  natives  of  Germany,  where  the  father  and 
brothers  were  employed  as  sliepherds.  The  father 
died  in  the  spring  of  1846,  a  few  weeks  before  his 
son  Louis  left  his  native  land.  Our  subject  re- 
mained in  the  Crescent  City  until  the  spring  of 
1847,  then  engaged  in  steamboating  on  tlio  Missis- 
sippi, Ohio,  Missouri  and  other  rivers  until  1858. 
He  had  now  been  absent  from  his  home  and  friends 
a  period  of  twelve  years.  He  had  occupied  his 
time  industriously  and  had  saved  some  means,  and 
felt  justified  in  appropriating  a  part  of  his  hard- 
earned  money  toward  treating  himself  to  a  trip  to 
the  old  country.  He  there  spent  three  months  and 
then  returned  to  the  New  World,  greatly  refreshed 
in  mind  and  body,  the  result  of  again  looking  upon 
the  faces  of  his  family  and  childhood  friends. 
Upon  returning  he  set  out  for  Pike's  Peak,  in  the 
spring  of  1859,  and  spent  a  j'ear  traveling  over  the 
western  countrj',  emploj'ing  himself  at  times  in  re- 
munerative labor.  Finally,  coming  east  as  far  as 
Illinois,  he  took  up  his  abode  at  Minouk,  where  he 
commenced  dealing  in  grain,  and  was  thus  success- 
fully occupied  until  1865.  He  then  changed  his 
location  to  Chatsworth,  where  he  continued  his 
ff)rmer  business  and  in  due  time  erected  the  ele- 
vator which  is  now  owned  by  Searing  &    Messier. 

My.  Mette,  in  1868,  once  more  crossed  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  going  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  commenced 
dealing  in  Texas  cattle.  Two  years  later  he  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  trade,  and  in  1875  returned 
to  Chatsworth,  still  continuing  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness. In  1879  he  resumed  his  operations  in  grain, 
which  have  3'ielded  him  excellent  results.  In  1883 
he  invested  a  goodly  amount  of  his  surplus  capital 
in  a  fine  tract  of  land,  seventy  acres  in  extent,  part 
of  which  lies  within  the  town  limits.  Upon  this  he 
erected  a  handsome  residence  and  has  effected 
other  admirable  improvements.  Of  late  vears  he 
has  given  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
draft  horses,  and  has  been  fu'ly  as  successful  in  this 
as  in  his  other  ventures.  His  stables  contain  some 
fine  specimens  of  the  equine  race,  and  Mr.  Mette 
has  alread}'  attained  quite  a  reputation  as  a  breeder. 

The  mariagc  of  Mr.  Mette  took  place  in  the 
spring  of  1861,  at  Minonk,  III.,  his  chosen  bride  be- 
ing Miss  Mary  Wienand,   who    was    born     in     the 
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Kingdom  uf  Prussia,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  a  yonng  girl,  with  her  parents,  Joseph 
and  Theresa  (Susewind)  Wienand,  natives  of  Prus- 
sia. Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  had  two  chil- 
dren, a  bo3'  and  girl  who  died  in  infanc}',  Init  some 
years  ago  they  adopted  a  boy  whom  they  named 
Louis,  and  who  is  now  nine  years  of  age.  Mrs. 
Mette  is  an  adherent  of  tlie  Roman  Catholic-  faith, 
and  our  subject,  religiously,  is  a  German  Lutheran. 
He  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  has 
worthil}^  discharged  the  duties  of  the  various  town- 
ship offices. 

In  the  pictorial  department  of  this  Ai.ur.M  may 
be  found  a  view  of  Mr.  Mette's  residence  and  its 
surroundings. 


"iff'  ACOB  PHILLIPS  owns  900  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  Newtown  Township  and  has  his 
home  on  section  7.  The  greater  part  of  his 
real  estate  is  under  a  good  degree  of  culti- 
vation, and  tlie  balance  includes  180  acres  of  tim- 
ber. The  family  residence  is  a  substantial  and 
convenient  structure,  and  the  large  barn  in  the 
rear  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township.  Our  subject, 
as  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Livingston  County, 
is  looked  upon  with  peculiar  respect.  He  came  to 
this  locality  in  the  spring  of  1837,  with  his  parents, 
who  located  near  the  creek  but  a  few  feet  from  the 
present  residence  of  our  subject. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  son  of 
Edward  Phillips,  who  was  born  in  Marj'land  about 
1768,  about  eight  j'ears  prior  to  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  continued  in  his  native  State  until  reach- 
ing middle  life,  in  the  meantime  having  married 
and  become  the  father  of  a  famil3'.  Then  with  his 
wife  and  seven  children  he  emigrated  to  Ohio, 
where  the  mother  subsequenth'  died,  and  the  father 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Barbara  (Welshl  Loman,  the 
widow  of  James  Loman,  a  native  of  Maryland,  who 
died  six  weeks  after  reaching  Ohio.  Tliey  had  be- 
come the  parents  of  eight  children,  and  Mr.  Loman 
had  been  an  acquaintance  of  Mr.  Phillips.  The 
Loman  children  grew  up  under  the  protecting  care 
of  their  step-father,  but  only  one  is  now  living, 
Arthur  B.,  who  came  to  this  State  many  years  ago 


and  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  near 
Ottawa. 

The  children  of  Kdwnrd  Phillips'  first  union  are 
recorded  as  follows:  James,  born  in  Maryland  and 
died  in  Logan  County,  this  State,  leaving  a  wife 
and  large  family  of  children;  William  died  in  Ohio 
when  about  twenty-one  years  old ;  John  engaged  in 
farming  in  Newtown  Township,  and  died  about 
1870-80,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children;  Ed- 
ward died  in  Iowa  leaving  a  family;  Rebecca  died 
in  Ohio  when  about  twenty  years  of  age.  Of  the 
second  marriage  of  Edward  Phillips  there  were 
born  four  children,  namely:  Barbara,  the  wife  of 
a  wealthjr  farmer  living  near  Odell;  Jacob,  of  our 
sketch:  Rachel,  of  Fairmont,  Neb.,  and  Mary,  Mrs. 
William  Ziegler,  of  Newtown  Township.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  at  her  home  in  New- 
town in  1863,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in 
the  cemetery  not  far  from  the  residence  of  her  son, 
our  subject.  The  father  had  died  in  1847,  when 
seventy-nine  years  old,  and  the  mother  was  about 
the  same  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Both  were 
members  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  many  years,  in  which  the  father 
officiated  as  Class-Leader,  and  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  society  at  Bethel.  He  had  enjoyed 
only  limited  advantages  during  his  youth  but  pos- 
sessed a  remarkable  memory,  and  being  more  than 
ordinaril}^  intelligent,  kept  himself  well  informed 
upon  matters  of  general  interest.  He  preserved 
his  health  and  strength  remarkably  and  when  sev- 
enty-four years  old  would  walk  eight  or  ten  miles 
to  attend  church.  He  was  of  a  resolute  and  de- 
termined disposition  and  greatly  respected  l)y  his 
neighbors. 

Jacob  Phillips  was  but  thirteen  3'ears  of  age 
when  his  parents  caine  overland  to  Illinois,  and  he 
remembers  many  incidents  of  the  journey  and  the 
after  difficulties  which  the  famil}'  experienced  as 
pioneers.  He  continued  with  his  mother  until  her 
death,  and  when  twenty-two  j'ears  of  age  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Amy  Jane  Lundy,  born  Jan.  28,  1  848, 
and  the  daughter  of  Amos  Lundy,  now  deceased. 
The  young  people  commenced  housekeeping  in 
Newtown  Township,  and  in  due  time  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  namely :  Orville  F.,  now 
married  and  living  in  Dakota,  and  Mary  Melissa, 


^^1 


-»-* 


1 


'  >   606 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY, 


the  wife  of  Levy  Snyder,  of  Newtown  Township. 
The  mother  of  these  children  lived  only  a  few 
yeare  after  her  marriage,  her  death  taking  place  at 
her  home  in  Newtown  Feb.  28,  l8ol. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  married  the  second  time.  Oct.  7, 
1852.  to  Miss  Mar3'  Ziegler,  of  Indiana.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following- 
named  children :  Frederick  E.,  W.  A.  Phillips, 
Elizabeth  B..  Salsbury  E.,  Jacob  D.,  John  M.,  Lu- 
cretia  R.,  and  Minerva  A.,  who  remains  at  home 
with  her  parents.  The}-  have  been  carefullj'  trained 
and  educated  and  those  who  are  married  the  father 
has  assisted  to  a  good  start  in  life.  Bc)th  parents 
and  children  belong  to  the  United  Brethren  Church 
in  which  Mr.  Phillips  and  his  wife  are  active  work- 
ers. Mr.  P.  has  been  quite  prominent  in  township 
affairs,  officiating  as  Supervisor  four  years  and 
serving  as  School  Director  in  his  district.  In  early 
manhood  he  identified  himself  with  the  old  Whig 
part}-  but  upon  its  abandonment  cordiall\' endorsed 
Republican  princijjles,  to  which  he  has  since  given 
his  support. 


4-H^ — ^>^K- 


^^EORGE  KOESTNER.  It  is  a  serious  step 
'II  g— ,  in  life  when  one  leaves  the  roof  which  has 

^^J)  sheltered  him  for  twenty-eight  years,  and 
bids  farewell  to  relatives,  and  starts  on  a  journey 
wliich  is  to  put  a  vast  ocean  between  him  anil  them 
for  the  balance  of  their  lives;  yet  this  is  just  what 
tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  ilid  when,  with  his  young 
bride,  he  .set  sail  for  Amerit;i  wlicic  they  expected 
to  sliajje  for  themselves  a  home  in  which  to  live  in 
comfrirt.  and  rear  to  manhood  .nnd  womanhoorl  the 
cliililren  which  Providence  might  give  them.  Mr. 
Koestner,  who  is  the  Sujjervisoi-  of  Germanville 
Township.  wa.~  liorii  in  IJav.-uia,  Germany,  on  the 
■2:!d  of  March.  I.hh;.  .-ind  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Fearkalp  Koestner.  who  had  a  family  of  foui'  cliil- 
dren.  the  other  three,  daughters,  remaining  in  Ger- 
many, George  being  the  only  iiienibi  r  i,(  the  f.-uiiily 
wiio  came  to  this  country.  In  1  «  |  |  he  um-  uinrricil 
to  .Sophia  Wachtei-,  who  \v;i-  liuiu  in  the  same  town 
in    which  Mr.   Koc-tncr  «:i~  Immh.      \crv  .s<iou  after 


their  marriage  the  young  couple  concluded  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  New  World,  and  sailing  from  Bre- 
men, after  a  voyage  of  seventy-two  da.ys  entered 
the  port  of  New  Orleans  in  Deceml>er,  1844,  where 
the}'  remained  until  the  following  May,  when  they 
ascended  the  Mississippi  River  as  far  as  St.  Louis, 
and  there  Mr.  Koestner  followed  the  occupation  of 
carpenter  for  scmie  time,  receiving  a  compensation 
of  |!l  per  day.  In  185/)  he  removed  to  Mai-shall 
County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  re- 
sided there  until  18(iSl,  when  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  settled  in  tJermanville  TL>wn.ship, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  The  faiin  which  he 
now  owns  contains  240  acres  of  land,  which  is  very 
productive'  and  considered  valuable.  Good  build- 
ing's have  been  erected  ujion  this  farm,  and  his  res- 
idence is  one  of  the  most  comfort^ible  in  the  neigh- 
hood.  The  wife  he  married  in  Germany,  and  who 
aeconiiianied  him  to  this  country,  died  in  Marshall 
C\)iinty  in  ls(!(i,  leaving  eight  children:  Frank: 
Maiy,  wife  vf  Henry  Bartel;  Coiu'ad;  Anna,  wife  of 
Gustav  Koehler:  Michael,  John;  Ably,  \vife  of 
Adt)ll)h  Koehler,  and  Henry. 

In  18()7  Mr.  Koestner  married  Sophia  Hertel,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Bavaria,  and  by  this  marriage 
seven  children  have  been  born,  five  of  whom  are 
now  living — Adam,  Andrew,  Peter,  Sophia  and 
Magt>ie.  When  Mr.  Koestner  first  arrived  in  the 
United  States  the  outlook  for  the  future  was  ex- 
ceedingly gloomy.  When  he  and  his  wife  stepped 
ashore  at  New  Orleans  all  the  money  the}'  jjossessed 
in  the  world  was  $4,  and  his  first  employment  was 
work  ujion  the  river  which  yielded  him  but  seventy- 
five  cents  per  day;  but  they  were  economical  and 
lived  within  that  income  until  they  could  do  better. 
He  had  received  a  good  education  in  his  native 
couutiy,  and  readily  learned  to  read  and  speak  the 
English  language;  and  during  his  years  of  residence 
in  this  coiuitry  has  kejit  himself  well  posted  upon 
internal  and  foreign  affairs.  The  doctrines  of  the 
Democratic  party  appeared  to  him  most  wholesome 
when  he  beg.in  to  study  the  [lolitics  of  this  country, 
and  he  es])oused  tliein,  and  has  remained  a  member 
of  that  party  ever  sini-e.  In  an  ottieial  capacity  he 
li.is  served  the  people  tluee  terms  as  -Supervisor,  nine 
years  .as  S(rhool  Director,  twelve  years  as  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways,  and  seven  times  as  member  of 
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the  Grand  Jnry  within  the  past  eight  years, 
a  member  of  the  Koman  t'atholii'  Chiu'ch,  l( 
he  is  (levotedlv  attaehed. 


He  is 

which 


>->^^i^^^^f^^^k-^--<- 


VtpiilTHAIS'  ANGEJ.L.  This  aged  and  highly 
fe)  respected  resident  of  (Jdell  Township,  after 
1*^-^1  the  labors  of  a  well-si)ent  life,  during  which 
he  was  prospered,  has  now  j)assed  nearlj'  fourscore 
and  ten  years,  and  surrounded  by  the  comforts  of 
life,  is  patiently  waiting  for  the  call  which  shall 
bring  to  him  his  higher  reward.  His  course  in  life 
has  been  such  that  it  has  earned  him  the  good-will 
and  esteem  of  all  who  have  known  him,  and  the 
children  watching  liis  declining  years  with  affec- 
tionate solicitude,  in  this  manner  illustrate  the  i)re- 
cepts  of  their  early  training. 

Mr.  Angell  was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  Nov. 
6,  1798,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a  famil3^  of  five  chil- 
dren, whose  parents  were  natives  of  the  same  State. 
He  was  reared  to  fai'm  life,  and  being  in  a  locality 
where  there  were  no  schools,  never  had  a  day's  in- 
struction in  one  of  these  institutions.  He  was,  how- 
ever, naturally  bright  and  well  balanced,  and 
acquired  a  sulHcient  knowledge  C)f  business  to  insure 
his  futiu'e  success.  While  }'et  a  boy  his  parents  re- 
moved from  Rhode  Island  to  Pleasant  Vallej',  N. 
Y.,  where  the  father  put  up  a  hotel  and  a  cotton 
factor^-,  wliich  he  operated  successfully  and  also  the 
farm  which  he  had  purchased.  Young  Ethan  soon 
became  the  leading  spirit  of  his  father's  business, 
and  \\a>  of  that  temperament  by  which  he  became 
known  far  and  wide  and  was  a  general  favorite 
among  his  associates.  The  family  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Ithaca,  and  Ethan  ivmained  luider  the 
home  roof  until  his  marriage.  His  chosen  bride  was 
Miss  Martha  Dudley,  who  was  a  native  of  New 
York  State,  whose  parents  were  of  English  birth  and 
parentiige.  They  emigrated  t(^  this  countr3'  just  at 
the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  while  lunnarried, 
making  their  acquaintance  upon  the  vessel  which 
brought  them  over,  and  united  their  fortunes  soon 
after. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell  began  life  together  on  a  farm 
near  Ithaca,  but  foiu'  years  later  removed  to  W  ayue 


County,  where  our  subject  purchased  a  tract  of  tini- 
Ijer  land  which  he  transformed  into  a  good  farm  and 
«hich  he  occupied  for  a  period  of  thirty-five  years. 
He  became  the  father  of  twcl\e  children,  of  wjioni 
two  died  in  infancy.  Tiuisc  now  sur\  i\ing  are 
William  D.,  Elizabeth,  Cornelia,  Lucinda,  Martha, 
Calista  and  Harriet.  Lu  Faimie  and  Est'ck  died 
Nov.  2G,  liS86,  and  May  0,  1841,  respectively. 

In  186-S,  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell  all 
being  married  and  settled  in  homes  of  their  own, 
they  disposed  of  their  in'operty  in  the  Empire  State 
and  migrated  to  Illinois,  locating  at  once  in  Odell 
Townshi]j,  where  Mr.  Angell  [jurchased  "200  acres  of 
land  and  where  he  has  lived  since  that  time.  He 
commenced  in  earnest  its  improvement  and  culti^•a- 
tion.  repairing  the  old  buildings  and  putting  up  new, 
and  it  was  not  hjng  before  he  was  recognized  as  an 
important  addition  to  the  community.  In  the 
meantime  he  also  crossed  the  Mississii^pi  and  pur- 
chased land  farther  west.  His  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate wife  departed  this  life  c)n  the  l.jth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1872,  and  since  that  time  he  has  made  his  home 
with  his  married  daughter. 


^=^  AMUEL  L.  MARSH,  one  of  the  model 
^^^^  farmers  of  Saunemin  Township,  located  on 
|(\/_j))  section  27,  and  whose  farm  and  its  improve- 
ments are  attractive  and  valuable,  is  a  native 
of  Worcester  County,  Mass.,  and  was  born  on  the 
loth  of  Februar}',  1820.  He  is  the  son  of  Albi- 
gence  and  Catherine  (Clemans)  Marsh,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Massachusetts.  The  pa- 
ternal ancestors  were  of  English  descent,  and  came 
to  America  previous  to  the  war  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States.  Our  subject  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  where  he 
received  a  good  English  education,  and  after  leav- 
ing school  engaged  for  a  time  in  teaching.  AVhen 
aliout  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  as 
his  occupation  until  1 850.  In  that  year  he  immi- 
grated to  Illinois  for  a  permanent  settlement,  hav- 
ing, however,  been  on  .a  prospecting  tour  of  the 
State    one   year    previously.     He    lirst    located   in 
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1 850  for  a  time  in  LaSalle  Couuty,  and  came  to 
Livingston  Coimt\'  in  I808,  and  settled  on  liis  pres- 
ent farm,  on  section  27,  Sauuemiu  Township.  At 
this  time  and  place  be  purchased  HiO  acres  of  land 
from  Jose[)h  E.  Wilson,  who  entered  it  directly  from 
the  Government.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement 
ftpon  these  lands  there  had  never  been  a  furrow 
turned,  and  it  was  covered  with  prairie  grass  which 
had  never  been  disturbed.  He  has  continued  mak- 
ing improvements  upon  this  farm  until  it  is  now 
considered  one  of  the  most  complete  in  all  its  de- 
tails in  Sauuemin  Township.  The  farm,  at  the 
present  time,  consists  of  ninety  acres,  he  having 
disposed  of  seventy  acres  some  years  ago. 

On  the  -iOth  of  June,  1848,  Mr.  Marsh  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Lee,  who  was  born  in  Worces- 
ter Count3%  Mass.,  on  the  21st  of  April,  182G. 
.She  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Rebecca 
(Sloan)  Lee,  both  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Her 
paternal  ancestors  were  of  English-Irish  descent, 
and  on  the  maternal  side  of  Scotch  descent.  Her 
maternal  great-grandfather,  .lonathan  Pierce,  and 
three  >ons,  were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
During  her  girlhood  Mrs.  Marsh  was  afforded  am- 
ple educational  facilities,  whereb}-  she  made  her- 
self competent  for  school  teaching,  in  which  pro- 
fession she  was  engaged  some  years  previous  to 
her  marriage.  To  Mr?  and  Mrs.  Marsh  have  been 
boni  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Myra  C,  born  Jan.  2'.),  18.j8,  and  now  the  wife  of 
Webster  Pearson,  of  Sauuemin  Township;  Abbie 
R.,  born  Aug.  3,  1800,  now  the  wife  of  George  C. 
Erwine,  of  Saunerain  Township:  Eh'ira  L.,  born 
July  27,  1802:  Henry  S.,  born  Feb.  1!),  18G6,and 
Frank  H.,  born  July  13.  186'J.  Emily  and  Wil- 
lard  L.  died  in  infancy.  In  their  religious  opin- 
iuns.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh  are  inclined  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Universalist  Church.  In  political 
matters,  Mr.  Marsh  acts  independently  of  any  of 
the  nrganizeil  parlies,  and  votes  for  the  man  whom 
he  considers  the  best  (jualified  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office  and  possesses  the  best  reputa- 
tion for  honor  and  integrity.  He  has  several  yeap 
served  nx  Road  Commissioner,  and  for  twentV'-two 
j'ears  lia.s  discharged  the  duties  of  School  Treasurer 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
i-onslilueiits.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marsh  are  now  in  their 


declining  years,  but  their  pathway  down  tlie  de- 
cline of  life  will  be  made  less  rugged  by  the  de- 
voted friends  who  surround  them. 


^,  AUSHALL  B.  KNIGHT.  Among  the 
ciiunties  of  Pennsylvania  which  have  fur- 
nished a  large  quota  of  the  present  popu- 
lation of  Illinois,  none  sent  hither  a  more 
intelligent  or  enterprising  class  of  citizens  than 
Susquehanna,  which  is  located  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  that  State,  bordering  on  New  York.  It  is 
one  of  the  principal  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
a  diversified  surface,  and  is  extensively  covered 
with  forests  of  beech,  oak,  chestnut,  pine,  ash  and 
silver  maple,  and  the  products  are  hay,  oats,  corn, 
potatoes,  butter,  cattle  and  wool.  It  is  drained  b3" 
the  Susquehanna,  Tunkhannock,  Wyalusing  Creeks, 
and  the  Lackawanna  River  rises  in  the  eastern  part, 
and  transportation  facilities  are  afforded  by  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Raili'oad  and  a 
Ijranch  of  the  Erie  Road.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  a  prominent  farmer  of  Livingston 
County  residing  in  its  extreme  southeastern  part, 
and  whose  farm  comprises  the  south  half  of  section 
13,  Germanville  Township,  bordering  on  Ford 
County,  is  a  native  of  Susquehanna  Count3',  Pa., 
where  he  was  born  on  the  5th  of  April,  1831,  and 
is  the  son  of  Amasa  and  Lovina  Knight,  who  were 
n.atives  of  \'ermont.  In  about  1845  the  faniil}' 
migrated  to  Illinois,  and  first  stopped  near  Ottaw-a, 
where  they  engaged  in  farming.  The  father  died 
in  about  1850,  and  the  mother,  who  lived  some 
years  longer,  died  of  smallpox  in  Bureau  Countj-. 
There  were  nine  children:  Mary  married  Edward 
Stricklin,  and  died  in  Pennsylvania:  Lj-dia  married 
Mynm  Fairchilds,  an<l  (Iie<l  in  Pennsylvania;  Pho'be 
married  Samuel  Linilsej';  Iluldah  married  M.  L. 
JMinder,  and  died  in  Bureau  County,  111.;  Fannie 
married  William  Smith;  Austin,  Marcus,  Albert 
and  M.  B. 

Mr.  Knight  was  about  fifteen  years  old  wlien  the 
family  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  he  was  reared  on 
;i  faini  until  the  death  of  liis  father  about  the  time 
he  was  twei'ity  years  of  age.  He  then  began  the 
struggle  of  life  for  himself,  and  engaged  In  farming 
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in  Bureau  and  LaSalle  Counties.  In  1851  he  raar- 
rieil  A.  C.  Tillotson,  wiio  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  after  marriage  continued  fiirming  in  LavSalle 
County,  and  then  for  a  time  in  Will  County,  and 
next  in  Ford  Count}',  wliere  he  pnrciiased  160  acres 
of  land.  In  1874  he  sold  this  farm  and  purchased 
the  one  he  at  present  owns,  which  consists  of  320 
acres.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knight  have  eight  children : 
Mary,  the  wife  of  F.  D.  Pettis;  Almeda,  now  Mrs. 
Charles  Rudd;  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  William  Marsh; 
Alice,  the  wife  of  M.  J.  Davis;  Eva,  Warren,  Ira 
and  Elmer.  In  his  earlj'  life  Mr.  Knight  was  so 
situated  th.nt  he  could  not  even  avail  himself  of  the 
meager  advantages  those  days  afforded  for  obtain- 
ing an  education,  but  in  late.r  life  he  has  improved 
the  opportunitj'  to  learn  the  rudimentarj'  branches. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  oflice,  preferring  to  display'  jiatriot- 
ism  by  his  devotion  to  his  party  rather  than  by  seek- 
ing it  for  ottice. 
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;ILLIAM  COWLING  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Cottage  Hotel  at  Chatsworth,  and  pos- 
sesses all  the  qualifications  necessary  to 
make  a  popular  public  entertainer.  He  is  a  very 
genial  gentleman  in  his  intercourse  with  the  public 
and  has  fixed  views  on  the  subjects  upon  which  all 
intelligent  citizens  are  supposed  to  be  posted,  and 
while  he  shows  great  respect  and  consideration  for 
the  opinions  of  others  he  is  not  afraid  to  express 
himself  upon  anj'  question.  He  is  a  man  of  sharp 
judgment  and  has  a  keen  eye  to  business,  while  he 
is  ever  ready  to  assist  any  public  enterprise  which 
has  for  its  object  the  betterment  of  the  community 
in  which  be  lives.  In  his  capacity  as  proprietor  of 
the  Cottage  Hotel  he  is  deservedly  popular,  not 
only  with  the  traveling  public,  but  with  his  fellow'- 
citizens,  and  in  their  esteem  his  wife  holds  an  equal 
place. 

Mr.  Cowling  was  born  on  the  2(itli  of  No\eniber, 
1.S48,  in  St.  Stephens,  near  St.  Austell,  Cornwall 
County,  England,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Trethewey)  Cowlings,  who  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farming.     The  father  died 


in  1885,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  the  mother  is 
now  living  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven.  To  them 
were  born  ten  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  the 
age  of  maturity,  named  as  follows:  Catherine, 
Charles,  William,  Sarah,  Emily,  Richard,  Lewis  H., 
Arthur,  Mary  and  Bessie.  Catherine  married 
Samuel  Williams,  and  now  resides  in  Australia; 
Charles  and  Sarah  reside  in  England;  Emily  mar- 
ried Arthur  Cunday,  and  died  in  England;  Rich- 
ard resides  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Lewis  H.  and  Arthur 
died  in  England;  Mary,  wife  of  F.  Richards,  re- 
sides in  London,  and  Bessie  resides  with  lier  mother 
in  England. 

Mr.  Cowling  spent  his  youthful  days  upon  the 
farm,  and  attended  the  common  schools  in  his  na- 
tive country  until  1869,  when  he  bade  his  friends 
farewell  and  sailed  for  the  United  States,  taking 
passage  at  Liverpool  and  landing  in  New  York  in 
the  month  of  October.  He  at  once  started  west- 
ward, making  short  halts  at  Philadelphia,  Harris- 
burg  and  Pittsburgh,  terminating  his  journey  at 
Chicago.  He  soon  after  came  to  Chatsworth,  being 
induced  to  do  so  from  the  fact  of  having  met  a 
gentleman  upon  the  steamer  who  gave  him  the  ad- 
dress of  M.  L.  Sullivan,  the  king  farmer  of  Illinois; 
but  when  he  arrived  in  Chatsworth  instead  of  going 
on  the  farm  he  worked  for  some  time  by  the  day 
at  vvhatever  he  found  to  do.  He  then  engaged  as 
a  night  watchman  of  a  firm  which  manufactured 
tow  from  flax.  In  1871  he  entered  the  employ  of 
Hall  &  Crane,  hardware  and  grocery  merchants, 
whom' he  served  for  nearly  four  years,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  at  Forest  for  two  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Chatsworth,  and  in  1876  took 
possession  of  the  Cottage  Hotel,  which  property  he 
had  purchased  in  1875.  Soon  after  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  hotel  he  enlarged  the  building  materially 
and  improved  it  in  various  ways ;  it  is  now  the  only 
hotel  in  Chatsworth.  A  barn  has  been  purchased, 
and  he  conducts  a  livery  stable  in  connection  with 
the  house.  To  illustrate  how  hardly  pressed  Mr. 
Cowling  was  when  beginning  his  business  career  it 
can  lie  stated  that  in  1870  he  carried  a  letter  in  his 
pocket  for  three  weeks  because  he  did  not  have  the 
money  with  which  to  purchase  a  postage  stamp; 
but  by  industry  and  the  observance  of  due  econ- 
omy he  has  been  successful  and   is  now  numbered 
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among  the  substantial  business  men  of  (Jhatsworth. 
lie  became  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  five  years 
after  arriving  in  this  eountry,  and  has  ever  since 
atMIiated  with  the  Republican  parlj',  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  ^'illage  Board  fur  several  terms. 
He  was  reared  under  the  influences  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  but  since  coming  to  the  United  States 
has  not  attached  himself  to  an^*  religious  organiza- 
tion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
in  which  he  is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  stands  high 
among  the  members  of  that  ancient  and  honorable 
fraternity. 

Mr.  Cowling  was  married,  in  May,  1872,  to  Miss 
Martha  Jane  Lyons,  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.  They  have  one  boy,  named  Harry 
Stuart.  Mrs.  Cowling  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  takes  deep  interest  in  all 
tilings  wliich  pertain  to  the  welfare  of  that  orgaui- 
zatitm.  She  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  the 
^ociety  of  Chats  worth,  for  which  her  education  and 
experience  in  life  peculiarly  fit  her. 

On  another  page  we  present  a  view  of  Mr.  Cow- 
ling".- Cottage  Hotel. 


f  MIEL  HARMON,  a  gentleman   of  French 
ful.    birth  and  parentage,  came  to  America  with 

his  parents  when  a  child  nine  years  of  age. 

After  setting  foot  upon  the  soil  of  the 
United  States  they  proceeded  directly  westward  to 
Illinois,  of  which  State  our  subject  has  since  been  a 
resident.  He  is  now  proprietor  of  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  Forest  Township,  comprising  160  acres  of 
land  on  si'Ction  .35.  His  agricultural  operations 
have  been  conducted  skillfully  and  successfully, 
and  he  i.-  numbered  among  the  public-spirited  citi- 
zens of  the  county. 

Our  subject  was  liorn  iu  France  in  the  Province 
of  Alsace,  now  part  of  (jennany,  on  the  2d  of  Jan- 
uary, 1«42,  and  is  the  son  of  John  B.  and  Adeline 
(Abury;  Haimon,  also  of  French  birth  and  parent- 
age. Their  first  home  in  this  countiy  was  in  Ot- 
tawa, LaSallc  County,  near  which  place  the  fatli^r 
engaged  in  farming  many  years,  and  where  his 
death  took  place  Feb.  10,  1H8(;.  The  mollier  had 
also  died  at  the  old  homestead    two   ycius    before. 


May  14,  1884.  The  parental  family  included  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
John,  Joseph,  Kate,  Amiel,  Louisa,  and  Phelix,  who 
died  in  infancy'. 

Young  Harmon  left  the  parental  roof  when 
nineteen  3'ears  of  age,  and  soon  after  the  outbreak 
of  the  late  Civil  War.  He  had  now  become  thor- 
oughly Americanized,  and  determined  to  indicate 
his  sympathy  with  the  Union  sentiment  in  a  de- 
cided manner.  He  accordingly^  enlisted,  Sept.  I), 
18(il,  in  the  4th  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  followed  the 
fortunes  of  war  until  its  close,  receiving  his  honor- 
able discharge  Jan.  10,  186G.  He  participated  in 
many  of  the  important  battles,  including  the  sieges 
of  Fts.  Henry  and  Donelson,  and  was  present  iu 
the  engagements  at  Shiloli,  Corinth,  and  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  besides  meeting  the  enemy  in  many 
other  minor  engagements  and  skirmishes.  Like 
many  of  the  old  veterans,  he  speaks  little  nowadays 
of  the  hardships  and  dangers  which  he  endured. 

Upon  returning  to  civil  life  Mr.  Harmon  sought 
his  old  haunts  in  LaSalle  County,  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  September,  1866.  On  the 
27th  of  that  month  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Cashion,  who  was  born  in  New 
Y'ork  City  in  1842,  and  vvas  a  few  months  younger 
than  her  husband.  Her  parents,  Michael  and  Mai'y 
(Murphy)  Cashion,  were  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
father  died  in  about  1844,  and  the  mother  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  where  she  is  still  living 
in  LaSalle  County;  Mi's.  Harmon  was  their  only 
daughter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harmon  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  live  sons  and  two  daughters.  They  com- 
prise an  interesting  family,  and  are  being  carefully 
trained  and  educated.  They  were  named  respect- 
ively :  Florence  Adeline,  Albert,  Joseph,  Louis, 
Charles,  Harry  and  Mar3'^  Louisa.  Mr.  Harmon, 
after  marriage,  operated  his  father's  farm  for  about 
eight  years  with  good  results,  and  in  1875  invested 
ids  capital  in  the  land  lying  around  his  present 
iioniestead.  It  was  then  a  tract  of  wild  prairie, 
but  now  presents  a  linely  cultivated  farm  with 
good  buildings  and  modern  improvements.  In  the 
fall  of  1887  he  put  up  a  fine  barn,  and  is  now  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  producing 
ijood  yrades  of  cattle  and  excellent  Norman  horses. 
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He  was  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith,  to  which  he 
still  closely  adheres,  and  is  one  of  the  most  liberal 
and  cheerful  supporters  of  his  church  at  Strawn. 
He  votes  the  Deiiiocratie  ticket,  and  has  ofliciated 
as  School  Director. 

On  an  adjoining-  p.-ige  of  this  work  may  lie  found 
a  view  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  Harniun. 


EHHY  M.  POTTER,  widely  and  favorably 
)|)  kno'vn  throughout  Indian  Grove  Town- 
ship as  one  of  its  most  extensive  and  suc- 
cessful breeders  of  fine  horses  and  cattle, 
has  a  valuable  tract  of  land  220  acres  in  extent,  on 
section  14,  where  he  spends  the  most  of  his  time 
and  takes  pride  in  the  superiority  of  his  stock,  and 
the  general  excellence  of  his  farm  products.  He 
operates  mostlj'  in  Short-horn  cattle  and  pursues 
the  methods  adopted  by  Mr.  Haaf,  of  Henry  County. 
His  herd  comprises  fiftj'  head  of  fine  animals,  in- 
cluding a  magnificent  bull,  while  his  horses  are  of 
the  English  draft,  and  models  of  symmetry  and 
strength.  Mr.  Potter  located  on  his  present  farm 
in  18G6,  and  has  bent  his  energies  to  its  improve- 
ment and  embellishment.  As  a  financier  he  is  a  de- 
cided success,  displaying  the  same  judgment  in  this 
direction  which  is  illustrated  in  his  financial  opera- 
tions. The  main  points  in  a  history  unusually  in- 
teresting are  substantiallj'  as  follows: 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Windsor  Count}',  Vt., 
Dec.  11,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Clarissa  (Robinson)  Potter,  natives  of  Massachu- 
setts, whence  they  removed  to  Vermont,  where  tliej- 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  was 
born  in  178G,  and  departed  this  life  in  1848.  He 
served  in  the  "War  of  1812,  and  when  but  a  lad  had 
the  honor  of  sharing  in  the  victory  of  Commodore 
Perry  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  fortunate  enough  to 
receive  a  liberal  education,  and  subsequently 
learned  ship  carpentering  and  also  the  trade  of  a 
millwright.  Politieally  he  was  identified  with  the 
old  Whig  party,  and  was  a  man  of  decided  views 
and  fearless  in  the  expression  and  advocacy  of 
them.  The  mother  was  born  in  1793,  and  survived 
her  husband  about  seven  3'ears,  her  death  taking 
place  in  18;")5. 

Mr.   Potter  was   fairly  educated  and  started  out 


for  himself  early  in  life,  engaging  first  in  a  hotel  at 
Boston,  where  he  remained  six  years.  He  then  em- 
barked asa  sailor  on  the  whaling  ship  "Callao,"  and 
sailed  around  Cape  Horn  to  the  .Sandwich  Islands, 
whence  he  voyaged  to  the  Arctic  Ocean  and  liack, 
when  he  was  taken  ill  and  confined  in  the  hospital 
at  Highlow  three  months,  and  subsequently  in  that 
at  Honolulu.  In  nowise  discouraged  by  this  little 
stroke  of  misfortune,  as  soon  as  able  Mr.  Potter 
shipped  for  Hong  Kong,  China,  and  after  his  arri- 
val there  staid  tlii'ee  weeks,  when  he  embarked  for 
Australia,  landing  at  Melbourne,  where  he  remained 
with  the  ship's  crew  two  months.  In  the  mean- 
time he  experimented  in  gold  mining,  with  little 
success,  however,  and  boarded  a  vessel  for  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  revisiting  the  Sand  wish  Islands  on 
the  waj',  and  landed  at  the  Golden  Gate  in  July, 
1858.  Here  he  once  more  engaged  in  mining,  with 
indifferent  success  two  years,  finally  migrating  to 
Vancouver  Island,  and  thence  up  the  Frazier 
River,  still  in  search  of  the  yellow  ore.  Here  he 
was  more  successful,  remaining  untilJanuary,  1860. 
He  then  returned  to  San  Francisco,  and  a  year  later 
he  started  home  via  the  Isthmus,  landing  in  Fair- 
bury,  this  county,  in  the  vicinitj'  of  which  he  has 
since  been  contented  to  remain. 

Mr.  Potter  met  with  some  thrilling  incidents 
during  these  years.  In  making  the  return  trip  to 
A'ancouver  Island  he  started  down  the  Frazier 
River  in  December,  and  before  reaching  their  des- 
tination there  came  a  sudden  cold  snap  which 
formed  ice  so  rapidly  that  thej'  were  unable  to  pro- 
ceed. They  were  obliged  to  leave  their  vessel  in 
the  midst  of  the  stream,  and  proceed  on  foot  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Harrison  to  Ft.  Langley,  now  New 
Westminster,  in  British  America,  and  tlience  on  to 
the  Pacific,  a  distance  of  forty-five  miles  over  four 
feet  of  snow.  Mr.  Potter  with  his  companions  was 
without  food  nearly  six  days,  and  when  reaching 
the  end  of  his  journey  was  comparatively  without 
clothing,  having  only  a  Hudson  Bay  blanket  with 
which  to  cover  himself,  his  clothing  having  been 
literally  torn  from  him  by  the  brush  through  which 
he  had  been  obliged  to  labor.  The  weather  as  in- 
dicated was  cold,  and  upon  this  trip  150  out  of  500 
men  perished.  The  survivors  were  first,  taken  to 
\'ancouver  Island  and  thence  to  San  Francisco,  ex- 
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trcniel}'  glad,  as  may   be  supposed,  to  again  enter 
the  bounds  of  civilization. 

The  marriage  of  Perry  M.  Potter  ;uul  Mi>s  Kli/.a- 
l>eth  \'anarsdale  was  celebrated  on  the  28th  of 
February.  18<;6,  in  Pontiac.  Mrs.  Potter  was  born 
in  Itica,  N.  Y.,  in  1844,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Elizabeth  (Cooper)  A'anarsdale,  a  prom- 
inent famih'  of  German  descent  whose  ancestors 
settled  on  the  Mohawk  River.  The  parents  after- 
w;»rd  became  residents  of  (irundy  Count}',  this 
State,  where  their  decease  occurred.  Of  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  there  have  been  born  nine 
children,  namely:  Eva  E.,  the  wife  of  Charles  AV. 
Keck,  of  Fairbury:  Charles  P.,  Eunice.  Dean,  Mary, 
Kirk,  (irace.  Clarissa  and  Lura.  The  last  is  a  babe 
of  twelve  mouths.  The  family  residence,  of  which 
we  present  a  view  on  another  page  of  this  work,  is 
a  convenient  ar.d  commodious  structure,  finely  fin- 
ished and  furnished,  and  in  all  respects  in  keeping 
with  the  Uistes  and  means  of  the  proi)iietui'.  The 
homestead  attracts  universal  attention  fium  the 
passing  traveler  and  with  its  embellishments  forms 
one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the  southern 
part  of  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Potter  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fair  Association  at  Fairbury,  where  he 
is  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off  first  premiums  bj'  the 
half  dozen,  and  to  the  interests  of  wiiich  he  has 
added  largely-  by  his  stock  operations.  Politically, 
he  is  confined  to  no  particular  party,  usually  voting 
indejiendently. 

olLLIAM  ]).  ANGELL.  In  the  subject  of 
the  following  .-ketcli  we  find  an  excellent 
example  for  young  men  just  embarking  in 
the  field  of  active  life,  of  what  may  be  accom- 
plished bj'  a  man  begimiing  comi)arativel3'  without 
capital,  but  honest,  prudent  and  industrious.  Mr. 
A.  In  early  life  enjoyed  only  ordinary  advantage?^, 
having  fullowed  the  plow  until  a  youth  of  eighteen 
years.  Me  bc<-:ime  acquainted  (•.■uly  iu  life  with 
the  fact  that  he  must  rely  mainly  u|i(in  hi^  own 
efforts  would  he  achieve  >urce~>.  This  he  has 
realized  to  a  marked  degree,  not  alone  in  the  sense 
of  accumulating  wealth,  but  by  his  large-hearted- 
lll•^s  and  i)ublic  spirit  as  a  citizen,   winning  the    re- 
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spect  and  esteem  of  those  who  have  been  familiar 
with  his  career.  He  has  distinguished  himself  in 
business  as  careful  and  conscientious,  and  both  in 
public  and  private  matters  has  been  guided  by  the 
dictates  of  his  conscience,  .-iiid  the  princii)les  of 
honor  and  honesty  in  which  he  was  reared  by  most 
excellent  parents. 

Mr.  Angell  was  born  in  Wayne  County.  X.  Y., 
.Ian.  25,  182  1,  and  was  the  ebU'St  in  a  family  of 
twi'lve  children.  His  parents,  Ethan  and  Martha 
(Dudley)  Angell.  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  William  D.,  in  common  with  his  brothers 
and' sisters,  was  reared  to  the  pursuits  of  country 
life,  and  attended  the  district  school,  completing 
his  studies  by  attendance  one  winter  in  the  city 
school  at  Clyde.  X.  \'.  AVIien  eighteen  years  of 
age,  thinking  he  would  like  other  [lursuits  better 
than  farming,  he  repaired  to  the  town  of  Clyde,  in 
his  native  county,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
two  years  at  the  tinner's  tr.ade.  Then,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  he  was  obliged  to  return  home,  and 
spent  two  more  years  upon  the  farm.  Afterward 
lie  clerked  in  a  general  store,  first  at  Clyde,  and 
then  in  Tompkins  County,  but  the  results  not  prov- 
ing satisfacUny,  cither  in  point  of  health  or  tinan- 
ciallj',  he  once  more  returned  to  the  home  roof, 
and  contented  himself  with  farm  labor  until  his 
marriage,  which  took  place  on  the  2.5th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1850.  The  lady  who  then  became  the  sharer 
of  his  fortunes  w.as  Miss  Mary  Jane  Harvey,  who 
was  born  in  Borodino,  Onondaga  Co.,  N.  Y'.,  Sept. 
21,  1831.  She  is  the  only  child  of  Leonard  and 
,Iane  (Rathbone)  Harvey,  natixes  of  New  Y'ork, 
who  passed  away  many  years  ago,  the  mother  in 
her  native  State,  and  the  father  in  Kendall  County, 
111. 

Upon  his  wccKling  trip,  and  while  i)assing  through 
the  city  of  Newfield,  Mr.  Angell  was  solicited  to 
enter  the  mercantile  business  at  Newfield,  Tomp- 
kins County,  where  he  had  formerly  filled  the  posi- 
tion of  clerk.  This  he  accepted,  and  was  thus  pros- 
perously engaged  three  years.  He  had,  however, 
a  yearning  for  the  untried  West,  .-is  the  most  de- 
sirable outlook  for  the  young'.aiid  enterprising  man, 
and  after  a  year's  stay  at  the  old  lK>mestead,  set  out 
for  Illinois.  He  reached  Will  County  in  August, 
1854,  and  entering  into  partnership  with  Mr.  I5ird, 
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an  Eastern  gentleman,  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising at  Channahon.  Here,  however,  he  was  not 
so  successful,  nnd  after  seven  months  the  firm 
dissolved,  and  Mr.  Angell  served  as  clerk  one  sum- 
mer, and  then  storing  his  household  goods,  he  jour- 
neyed to  Virginia  to  visit  his  wife's  parents.  Leav- 
ing Mrs.  A.  with  her  people,  Mi\  A.  started  out  and 
traveled  through  the  East  considerably,  being  pres- 
ent in  the  city  of  New  York  during  the  riots  of 
1855,  before  the  beginning  of  the  three  months' 
Buchanan-Fremont  campaign.  In  the  meantime 
he  cmplo3ed  himself  teaching  school,  and  returned 
to  Illinois  in  December,  185G.  Thereafter  for  a 
time  he  had  charge  of  a  brancli  store  belonging  to 
his  former  employer,  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Channahon. 
The  following  year,  however,  the  numerous  bank 
failures  in  the  country  also  had  their  effects  upon 
this  business,  and  the  store  was  closed. 

In  1857  Mr.  Angell  purchased  1(30  acres  of  wild 
land  one  mile  north  of  Minooka,  upon  which  he  set- 
tled, and  began  its  improvement  and  cultivation. 
This  he  transformed  into  a  good  farm,  whiclj  he  oc- 
cupied until  1865,  when,  selling  out,  he  came  to  this 
countj',  and  having  in  view  the  idea  of  a  home,  and 
a  brief  rest  from  active  labor,  purchased  a  snug 
dwelling,  and  one  acre  of  land  in  the  city  of  Odell. 
He  had  intended  now  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  but 
circumstances  led  him  to  employ  his  time  otherwise 
and  not  long  afterward  he  was  appointed  assignee 
of  a  dry-goods  business  which  had  failed,  and  was 
probably  a  year  in  settling  up  the  business.  After 
these  various  changes  he  decided  to  return  per- 
manently to  farm  life,  and  made  first  a  purchase  of 
forty -seven  acres  near  the  limits  of  Odell.  Subse- 
quently he  purchased  forty  acres  north  of  the  city, 
and  while  still  having  his  residence  within  the  town 
carries  on  farming  and  stock-raising  after  the  most 
approved  methods,  enjoying  a  handsome  income, 
and  taking  life  as  easy  as  is  consistent  with  the  over- 
sight of  important  interests.  His  farm  land  is  sup- 
plied with  all  the  conveniences  for  the  care  and 
breeding  of  stock,  and  all  his  farm  operations  are 
conducted  after  the  most  modern  and  approved 
methods.  His  residence  in  town  is  a  handsome  and 
tasteful  structure,  standing  in  the  midst  of  fine 
grounds,  and  indicates  in  all  its  surroundings  the 
existence  of  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  mears. 
^•-^ . : 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Angell  are  the  parents  of  one  child 
only,  a  daughter,  Elvena  I.,  who  was  born  Sept.  10, 
1  861),  and  remains  at  home  with  her  parents.  She 
lias  been  finely  educated,  is  :i  graduate  of  Odell 
High  School,  and- an  expert  stenographer.  She  is 
also  one  of  the  most  active  members  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua Society,  keeping  thoroughly  educated  in  its 
various  departments. 

Mr.  Angell,  wiiile  in  Kendall  County,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tiie  Town  Board  of  Seward  Township,  and 
has  served  in  a  similar  manner  at  Odell.  He  isone 
of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  business  inter- 
ests of  the  town,  and  politically,  although  not  tak- 
ing a  very  active  part  in  public  affairs,  uniforml}' 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

During  the  Centennial  year  Mr.  >\.ngell  wisely  ex- 
pended a  sum  of  money  in  a  visit  to  the  Exposition 
at  Philadelphia,  and  later  visited  the  World's  Ex- 
position at  New  Orleans  with  his  family,  tiie  trip 
l)eing  very  profitable  as  well  as  pleasant. 

ON.  PERRY  F.  REMSBURG,  of  Chats- 
worth,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  is  a  native  of  Fremont, 
Ohio,  vvhere  he  first  saw  the  light  on  the 
10th  of  February,  1825.  The  Remsburgs  were 
originally  from  Germany,  but  the  last  few  genera- 
lions  have  resided  in  the  United  States. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketcli,  Casper 
Remsburg,  was  born  in  Frederick  County,  Md.,  on 
the  24th  of  February,  1787.  On  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, 180'J,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Bowlus,  who 
was  born  in  Maryland  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1792.  In  1822  they  emigrated  to  Ohio,  and  set- 
tled at  Lower  Sandusky,  now  named  Fremont, 
which  was  then  an  Indian  trading-post.  Thus  they 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  the  Buckeye  State. 
Casper  Remsburg  followed  liis  trade.  Which  was 
that  of  a  millwright,  and  as  he  was  one  of  the  very 
first  millwrights  on  the  Sandusky  River,  he  eitiier 
built  or  put  the  machinery  into  many  of  the  mills 
in  that  part  of  the  State.  As  long  as  lie  was  able 
he  followed  that  occupation,  and  then  pas.sed  his 
remaining  days  on  a  farm  near  Fremont,  dying  in 
August,  1849.     His  wife  survived  him  seven  years. 
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tlying  at  Chatsworth  on  the  13th  of  June,  1880. 
The  father  was  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  and  the  mt^ither  of  the  Methodi.^t  Protest- 
ant Church.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  chil- 
dren, one  of  wlioui  died  in  infancy;  tlie  others 
oren"  to  maturity.  Their  record  is  as  follows: 
Matilda  was  born  in  1810,  married  John  Ellis,  and 
died  Feb.  8.  1874,  at  sixty-four  years  of  age;  Ilez- 
ckiah  was  born  Feb.  2,  1812,  and  is  an  attorney-at- 
law-at  Fremont,  Ohio;  'Williani  was  born  Oct.  23, 
1813,  is  a  minister  of  the  INIethodist  Protestant 
Church,  and  resides  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Ann 
Rebecca  died  in  infancy;  Mary  Ann  was  born  Nov. 
3,  1817,  married  James  Rosenberger,  Nov.  2,  1843, 
and  resides  near  Fremont,  Ohio;  Susannah  was 
born  April  13,  1810,  married  Emanuel  Crowell, 
and  resides  at  Milan,  Rock  Island  Co.,  111.;  she  was 
married  twice,  lier  last  husband  being  William 
Brown.  Rebecca  was  born  Nov.  10,  1820,  married 
Samuel  A.  Crowell,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1859:  Perry 
F  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  John  was  born  Oct, 
b.  1826,  and  died  Nov.  29,  1847;  Lewis  E.  was 
born  Dec.  28,  1831,  and  resides  at  Ohio,  Bureau 
Co.,  111. 

Jlr.  Rcmsburg's  early  life  was  spent  upon  a  farm, 
and  he  received  his  education  in  the  public  and 
select  schools  of  Fremont.  Ohio,  in  which  town  he 
grew  to  manhood.  On  the  15th  of  February,  1852, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Brown,  daughter 
of  Stanton  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Whiting)  Brown;  she 
was  born  in  Otttiwa  County,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of 
.September,  1833.  .  Mr.  Remsburg  eng.aged  in  farm- 
in;;  until  1857,  when  he  removed  to  Ft.  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  engaged  in  farming  for  two  years  near 
that  place.  In  1859  he  ri^noved  to  Ohio,  Bureau 
Co.,  111.,  wliere  he  tilled  tiie  soil,  except  during 
three  j'ears  when  he  was  a  merchant  at  Ohio,  until 
1»«1,  when  he  sold  his  farm  of  280  acres  and  re- 
moved to  Chatsworth,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
owns  nearly  400  acres  of  land,  sixty  of  which  lies 
witliin  the  incorporated  limits  of  Chatsworth,  and 
on  which  he  erected  a  splendid  residence,  and  com- 
fortably situated  himself  and  family.  He  is  lie- 
pulilican  in  politics,  and  represented  Bureau  Coun- 
ty in  tlie  Twenty-seventh  Oencral  Assembly,  and 
has  filled  the  office>  of  Supervisor,  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  other  local  offices,      lie  h:is  always  taken 


an  active  part  in  |)olitics,  and  the  honors  which  his 
party  have  conferred  upon  him  have  been  recipro- 
cated on  his  part  by  faithful  adherence  to  its  prin- 
ciples, and  zealous  etforts  in  its  behalf.  In  relig- 
ious matters  he  believes  in  the  doctrines  enunciated 
by  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  of  which  he  is 
a  member.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Remsburg  have  had  thir- 
teen children,  six  boys  who  died  under  the  age  of 
twelve  3'cars.  The  names  of  the  survivors  are, 
Laura  Augusta,  Casper,  Louisa,  Sarah  Ellen,  Grant 
S.,  William  F.  and  Estella  M.  Laura  Augusta  is 
the  wife  of  Leander  Mercer,  and  Louisa  of  T.  J. 
Lovell;  both  reside  in  Chatsworth  Tovvnshii).  Sa- 
rah Ellen  is  the  wife  of  James  Bullock,  and  resides 
near  Longford,  Dak.,  where  Casper  also  lives; 
Grant  S.  and  William  F.  reside  in  Bureau  County, 
111.,  and  Estella  M.  is  at  home  with  her  patents. 
As  representative  of  the  buildings  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  we  present  on  another  page  a  view 
of  INIr.  Remsburg's  residence. 

0-^   HARLES  ELLIOTT  SMITH  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
'   Saunerain  Township,  in  which  he  is  located 

on  section  19.  He  is  a  native  of  England,  and  was 
born  in  Cambiidgeshire  on  the  4th  of  October,  1845. 
He  is  the  son  of  AVilliam  and  Elizabeth  (Edwards) 
.Smith,  natives  of  England,  of  which  country  they 
have  chosen  to  remain  citizens.  Of  the  six  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents  the  following  named  sur- 
vive:  AVilliam,  Charles  E.,  Plnebe,  Elizabeth  and 
Thomas.     The  name  of  the  deceased  was  Arthur. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  in  England 
until  he  reached  the  years  of  maturity,  and  was 
afforded  fairly  good  opportunities  for  obtaining  an 
education.  With  the  exception  of  a  short  time 
spent  in  merchandising  and  four  years  at  brick- 
making  and  coal-inining,  Mr.  Smith  has  been  a 
fai'mer  all  his  life.  He  emigrated  to  America  in 
1807,  taking  pas.sage  at  Liverpo(jl,  and  within  ten 
days  after  leaving  that  port  he  landed  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  great 
West,  of  which  he  had  heard  so  much  while  in  the 
old  country.  He  stopped  in  Illinois,  and  for  live 
years  resided  in  Marshall  County,  where  he  engaged 
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in  farm  work.  In  the  spring  of  1874  he  came  to 
Livingston  Count3\  anil  for  the  next  tliree  yeai's 
farmed  as  a  renter.  In  the  year  1S77  he  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  has  since  resided,  consisting 
of  eighty  acres  of  most  excellent  land,  which  is 
susceptible  of  the  highest  state  of  cultivation,  and 
has  invariably  produced  bountiful  crops. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1871,  Mr.  Smith  was  married 
to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Norman,  who  was  born  on  the 
4th  of  October,  1847,  and  is  a  native  of  England. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Mary  A. 
Norman,  also  natives  of  England,  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  1852,  and  are  now  residing  in 
Saunemin  Township.  When  thej'  first  came  to 
Illinois  the}'  settled  in  Marshall  County,  where 
they  remained  until  their  removal  to  Livingston 
County  in  1877. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  May  23,  1 872  ; 
Millie  Belle,  Nov.  14,  1873;  William  Henry,  Dec. 
21,1877,  and  Robert  Ernst,  Sept.  2 1 ,  1878.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  stand  prominently  as  active  members 
of  tlie  congregation.  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican 
in  i)olitics,  and  contributes  to  the  success  of  that 
party  as  much  of  his  efforts  as  possible.  He  is  a 
peaceful  and  law-abiding  citizen,  and  has  firmly  es- 
tablished himself  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens  generally. 

/^\  IIARLES  H.  TUESBURG,  Acting  Supervisor 
(l(  of  Odell  Township,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 

'^^^'  sioned  by  the  death  of  Mattiiias  Tombaugli, 
was  born  on  the  29th  of  December,  1844,  in  the 
village  of  Tremont,  Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  and  grew 
up  to  village  life.  His  early  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  country  schools,  and  his  last  three 
winters  were  spent  in  the  High  School  conducted 
by  Mr.  H.  O.Snow,  in  the  old  court-house.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered  the  employ  of  Pet- 
tis it  Ingalls,  with  whom  he  remained  until  May, 
1864,  and  then  on  the  4th  of  that  month  he  enlisted 
in  Companj'  C,  139tli  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Capt. 
Dietrich  Smith,  of  Pekin,  and  Col.  Davidson.  The 
regiment  was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Lyon  at  Peoria 
on  the  1st  of  June,  and  soon  afterward  was  placed 


on  garrison  duty  at  Carroll.  The  first  expedition 
of  the  regiment  was  into  Kentucky,  in  August,  and 
their  duty  was  to  return  deserters  and  bounty 
jumpers  to  their  commands.  Mr.  Tucsburg  was 
commissioned  First  Corporal,  which  pnsition  he 
held  until  the  close  of  his  term  of  services.  The 
enlistment  was  for  100  days,  but  the  companj'  re- 
mained fifteen  days  over  time,  and  then  returned 
to  Peoria.  They  had  scarcely  reached  there  when 
they  were  ordered  to  Missouri  to  aid  in  heading  off 
the  rebel  General,  Price.  He  was  with  his  corn- 
pan}'  in  the  expedition  to  Missouri,  but  was  never 
put  into  active  service,  and  was  discharged  on  the 
28th  of  October,  1864,  at  Peoria,  after  serving 
about  six  months.  Immediately  afterward  he  en- 
gaged with  Ingalls,  Spaulding  A-  Co.,  gene;'al  mer- 
chants in  Tremont. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  Mr.  Tuesburg  left  the 
store,  and  prepared  to  buy  a  piece  of  land  for  farm- 
ing. Accordingly  he  went  to  Chenoa  to  look  for 
an  opportunity  of  purchasing  on  easy  terms.  After 
consulting  with  JNIr.  Scott  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  to  look  at  land  belonging  to  that  gentle- 
man. He  located  a  quarter  of  section  21,  and  re- 
turned to  report.  In  June  lie  went  and  examined 
the  land  again,  and  not  being  so  well  satisfied  he 
made  a  new  selection  on  section  ."io,  where  in  No- 
vember he  bought  160  acres  at  $10.50  per  acre. 
At  this  time  the  country  for  miles  and  miles  around 
was  wild.  The  first  time  he  crossed  the  land  a  fine 
drove  of  deer  arose  from  the  grass  on  the  knoll 
where  his  residence  now  stands.  In  April,  1866, 
he  came  with  a  team  and  plow  and  broke  fort}' 
acres  which  he  planted  in  corn.  The  crop  was  al- 
most a  failure,  and  he  spent  the  remainder  of  the 
year  in  the  store  at  Tremont  with  his  old  employ- 
ers. In  the  spring  of  the  following  year  he  gave 
up  his  position  in  the  store,  and  made  arrangements 
to  jjermanently  occupy  the  farm.  At  first  he 
boarded  one  and  one-half  miles  from  his  farm,  but 
on  his  second  attempt  he  bought  some  rough  lum- 
ber and  built  a  house  with  his  own  hands  in  which 
he  and  his  raothei'  lived.  This  season  he  put  in 
sixty  acres  of  corn,  and  about  this  time  his  grand- 
mother died  and  his  mother  went  home  to  care  for 
her  father. 

Mr.  Tuesburg  now  having  no  housekeeper  rented 
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his  farm  and  went  lo  his  nioliitn-  ;\t  K.-ippa.  four 
miles  from  El  Paso,  where  he  spent  the  winter  of 
1807  and  the  summer  of  1808  working  on  his  grand- 
father's farm.  The  next  spring  he  returned  to  his 
own  farm,  bringing  his  mother  with  him.  This 
_vear  was  very  wet,  but  nothing  daunted  he  plodded 
on  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties,  setting  out 
twenty-five  acres  of  orchard,  which  proved  a  fail- 
ure. In  the  spring  of  1809  he  built  a  bettei'  house, 
and  a  little  later  erected  another  which  he  fitted  up 
in  excellent  style. 

On  the  -iTth  of  JIarch.  187".,  Mr.  Tue.-l)urg  was 
married  to  .Sarah  K.  Dunn,  who  was  born  near 
Farmington.  Fulton  Co.,  III.,  Nov.  l(j,  1843,  the 
fifth  child  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bevins) 
Dunn,  of  A'irginia  and  Ohio  respectively.  Her 
parents  settlecl  near  Farmington  at  a  \'ery  early 
day,  and  reare<l  a  large  family  of  children,  all  of 
whom  became  heads  of  families.  One  year  ago 
they  all  stood  around  the  mother's  deathbed  as  she 
quietly  passed  to  the  unknown  shores.  Her  death 
was  the  first  in  the  family  for  fortj'  j'ears.  The 
father,  inured  to  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  is 
still  hearty. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuesburg  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  all  ot  whom  are  living:  John  Albert  Sid- 
ney, born  Feb.  12,  187.");  Lillian  Annetta,  July  4, 
1877  ;  Charles  Elmer,  March  7,  1879  ;  William  Han- 
son, Aug.  1 8,  1 882.  Mr.  Tuesburg  sixteen  years  ago 
took  charge  of  the  land  belonging  to  Dr.  John  W. 
.Scott  and  sisters,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  is  now  in 
charge  of  all  their  landed  interests  in  Illinois, 
amounting  to  5,500  acres.  Daring  the  years  1884 
and  1885,  he  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  under- 
drainage,  putting  in  more  than  IGO  miles  of  tiling. 
Besides  the  .Scott  property  he  has  charge  of  other 
lands,  altogether  7,000  acres.  .  This  is  contiruiously 
occupied  b\-  sixty-five  tenants.  The  tenant  houses 
are  all  neatly  i)ainted  and  well-kept.  Mr.  Tues- 
burg has  purchased  480  acres  additional  which  ho 
h.as  tiled  and  highly  improved,  and  the  last  three 
years  has  leased  to  tenants.  He  is  an  ardent  tem- 
perance worker,  has  served  as  Clerk  of  the  School 
Koard  for  fifteen  years,  and  is  President  of  the 
Home  Insurance  Company,  organized  under  the 
State  laws  governing  Township  Insurance  Com- 
panies.    This  society  is  of  twelve  yeai's'  standing. 


is  prosperous  nml  has  a  capital  of  S!2,000,000.  .Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tuesburg,  although  formerly  Congrega- 
tionalists  at  Odell.  are  now  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  aiding  to  build  up  a  church 
society  in  tlieir  own  neighliorhood. 

-„>, o*o.-(c>v"^'V^-i>»o. <, 

ARKIN  L.  SNYDER  owns  and  occupies  a 
ifortable  homestead  in  Dwight  Town- 
on  section  24,  and  since  his  residence 
here  has  thoroughl3'  identified  himself  with  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  his  townshijj.  His  father, 
IsaacQSnyder.  a  German,  was  born  in  East  Tennes- 
see, and  married  Miss  Matilda  Wilson.  Thej-  were 
the  parents  of  nine  children — John,  Henry,  Rich- 
ard, Ellen,  Samuel,  Jane,  Ann,  Larkin  L.,  and 
James,  who  died  in  infancy-.  Isaac  .Snyder  owned 
a  farm  in  East  Tennessee,  which  consisted  of  100 
acres;  here  he  lived  for  many  years,  and  here  all 
the  children  were  born.  He  was  a  very  reliable 
and  honorable  man,  but  becoming  involved  for  the 
sake  of  his  son,  who  failed  in  business,  he  was 
obliged  to  sell  his  farm,  and  then,  in  1800,  came  to 
Illinois  with  but  $."i00  in  money.  He  rented  a  farm 
in  Fulton  County  and  remained  there  for  four  j'ears, 
and  then  ])nrchased  a  farm  of  220  acres  in  Kendall 
County.  He  paid  for  this  by  dint  of  personal  in- 
dustry and  economy.  He  .and  his  wife  were  de- 
vout members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  were 
sincere  believers  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity. 
In  his  political  opinions  he  was  in  hannonj'  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  always  supported  its  men 
and  measures.  He  died  in  1881  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years.  It  can  l)e  truly  said  of  him  that 
he  lived  the  life  of  :<  Chiistian,  and  died  in  the  full 
f.aith. 

Larkin  L.  Snyder,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
born  in  East  Tennessee  and  received  little  or  no 
education,  as  the  schools  at  that  time  were  few  and 
far  between,  and  of  little  account.  Mr.  Snyder 
early  learned  to  perform  farm  work,  and  on  the  hill- 
sides of  East  Teimessee  labored  with  the  most  primi- 
tive tools.  The  corn  was  cultivated  by  hand,  and  the 
grain  was  reaped  with  a  sickle,  after  the  fashion  of 
the  olden  times,  and  two  men  could  care  for  but 
ten    acres  of  corn.      He  came   to   Illinois   with  his 
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father  when  but  thirteen  j'ears  of  age,  and  worked 
for  him  until  he  begau  for  himself. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1872,  Mr.  .Snyder  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Annie  Drollinger.  who  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Matthias  and  Amelia  (Lloyd)  Drollinger. 
Tlie  3'Oiing  couple  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half 
with  Mr.  Snyder's  father,  who  then  gave  them  a 
farm  consisting  of  forty  acres  in  Will  County. 
Here  they  Iniilt  a  home  and  lived  for  one  year,  and 
then  sold  this  farm  and  purchased  one  of  eighty 
acres  in  Gruudy  County,  where  they  remained  for 
one  year.  In  1885  they  moved  to  their  present 
homestead  near  Dwight.  Their  household  has  been 
blessed  with  one  child,  named  Minnie  A.,  who  is 
an  intelligent  little  girl  of  eight  years,  and  is  now 
attending  the  district  school. 

Mrs.  Snyder  was  born  in  Wabash  County,  Ind., 
and  came  with  her  parents  to  Kendall  Count3', 
when  she  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Snyder  in  her  nineteenth  3'ear.  She  is 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Church  of  God,  and  her 
daily  life  is  that  of  a  Christian.  Mr.  Sn^'der' be- 
longs to  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he  gives  a 
hearty  and  cordial  support  at  all  times.  He  is  an 
industrious  and  upright  man,  and  among  the  peo- 
ple who  know  him  enjoys  an  enviable  rei)iitation. 

VT/ACOB  fare,  of  Neliraska  Township,  has 
been  a  resident  here  since  a  youth  of  seven- 
teen years,  having  come  to  this  section  with 
(^^  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  1861.  With  the 
excei)tion  of  three  years  spent  in  the  armj-,  he  has 
employed  his  time  principally  in  farming  pursuits, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  experienced  agricultur- 
ists anil  stockholders  in  the  western  part  of  Liv- 
ingston Count}'.  His  properly  includes  a  beautiful 
tract  of  160  acres  thoroughly  drained  with  tile, 
where  he  has  a  neat  and  substantial  residence,  a 
good  barn  and  the  out-buildings  required  for  the 
shelter  of  stock  and  the  storing  of  grain.  He  raises 
Norman  and  Belgian  horses,  of  which  he  makes  a 
specialty,  and  is  also  giving  considerable  attention 
to  Poland-China  swine. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  England,  May  14,  1844, 
4*  


where  he  lived  until  a  lad  six  years  of  age,  and  was 
then  brought  by  his  parents  to  America.  His  father 
first  located  on  a  small  tract  of  land  near  Canastota, 
Madison  Ci>.,  X.  Y.,  wliere  they  resided  twelve 
years,  and  then,  in  isdl,  migrated  west  to  this 
county.  He  had  previously  purchased  eighty  acres 
on  section  2,  in  Nebraska  Township,  of  which  they 
now  took  possession,  and  where  tlie  parents  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Soon  after  locating 
here,  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebelliun  called  for  vol- 
unteer troops,  and  young  Jacob,  true  to  the  senti- 
ments to  which  he  had  been  trained  by  his  honored 
parents,  was  anxious  to  distinguish  himself  as  a 
soldier  of  the  Union.  Although  but  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years,  he  enlisted,  in  August.  1SG2,  in  the 
129th  Illinois  Infantry,  marched  to  the  scene  of 
conflict  with  his  comrades,  and  was  present  at  the 
battles  of  Resaca,  Dall.as  Woods.  Marietta,  Ken- 
nesaw  Mountain,  Peachtree  Creek  and  Atlanta. 
From  this  latter  city  he  joined  Sherman's  army  on 
its  march  to  the  sea.  and  took  part  in  all  tiie  prin- 
cipal battles  of  that  campaign.  He  was  remarkably 
fortunate  in  his  military  experience,  escaping  serious 
sickness,  wounds  and  capture,  and  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  in  June,  1865. 

Mr.  Farr  upon  leaving  the  army,  returned  to  his 
old  haunts  in  this  county,  and  commenced  farming 
for  himself.  On  the  24th  of  January,  1867,  he 
took  to  hiii  home  a  wife  and  helpmeet,  in  the  per- 
son of  Miss  Charlotte  A.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  S. 
and  Mary  (Hitchner)  Oilman.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Farr 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
they  laid  away  in  early  graves.  Clarence  W.  was 
born  Dec.  9,  1867,  and  died  on  the  10th  of  May, 
1871.  when  an  interesting  little  boy  nearly  four  and 
one-half  years  of  age;  Mary  E.  was  born  June  22, 
1870,  and  continues  at  home  with  her  parents; 
Laura  B.  was  born  June  15,  1873,  and  died  Aug. 
20,  1875;  Jennie  A.  was  born  Aug.  10,  1875;  Ar- 
thur F:.,  Nov.  5,  1879,  and  Edwin  J.,  May,  23,  1884. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Bas- 
queby)  Farr,  and  the  eldest  of  four  living  children. 
His  sister,  Mary  A.,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Richard- 
sou,  of  Long  Point  Township,  and  the  mother  of  six 
children;  John  married  Miss  Nettie  Jloulds,  and 
is  farming  inSauuemin  Township,  and  is  the  father 
of  Ave  children  ;  Harriet  F.  married  Albert  Moulds,        , 
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lives  in  Long  Point  Toniisliip,  and  has  Ihr^e  ohil- 
di-en.  Joseph  F"arr  was  born  in  Englanci,  Doe.  '■'•. 
1814,  and  his  nife,  Kliza.  in  the  same  locality.  Fell. 
1.  1814.  They  were  married  about  1810.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  ^larch  ■_>,  18G9,  and  the 
father  ten  years  later.  March  •>,"),  1879.  They  lie 
side  by  side  in  Mt.  /.Ion  C'enieteiy.  Xebiaska  Town- 
ship. 

Henjaniin  S.  and  Mary  (llitchner)  (liliiKin,  the 
parents  of  Mi's.  Farr,  were  born  in  (.'iiiiiberlanil 
County.  N..1.  Their  daughter  Charlotte  was  born 
in  the  same  county  Sept.  19.  184().  When  she  war- 
a  child  eight  years  of  .age,  they  emigrated  to  the 
\Ve>t.  locating  in  Xebr.aska  Township,  where  the 
mother  died  Sept.  -22,  1870,  and  her  remains  were 
also  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Mt.  Zion. 

Soon  after  marriage  our  subject  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  4,  Nebraska  Townshij), 
which  he  occupied  .about  eight  years,  when  he  sold 
out  and  jjurchased  160  acres  on  section  24,  of  which 
he  still  holds  possession.  He  h.as  one  of  the  finest 
homesteads  in  this  part  of  the  count3\  and  is  looked 
upon  by  his  neighbors  as  a  model  farmer  and  v.alued 
citizen.  Fie  united  with  the  Metliodist  Episcopal 
Church  about  1870,  and  has  since  been  one  of  its 
most  active  and  zealous  members.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  Grant,  and  has  since 
been  an  ardent  supporter  of  Repnblienn    principles. 


(^^\  S.  .ML'NRCJ  has  been  a  citizen  of  the  State 
^^^  of  Illinois  for  tliirtj'  years,  and  a  resident 
'(i£_3i  of  the  county  of  Livingston  f(n-  nearly 
twenty  years,  and  during  that  time  he  has 
made  a  re|iutation  for  himself  as  a  farmer  and 
j-tock-raiser  co-extensive  with  the  county.  Mr. 
.Munro  is  a  Ma.ssachusetts  man  by  birth,  and  first 
saw  the  light  of  d.ay  on  the  14th  of  September. 
1M.3C.  He  is  the  son  of  .lo.sepli  and  Olive  (lirown) 
Munro,  both  New  Englanders  by  birth.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  his  patern.'d  ancestors  came  over  on  the 
Mayflower  and  landed  at  Plymouth  Ruck.  They 
were  of  Scotch  descent,  and  his  maternal  ances- 
tor- weri'   Engli>li.     His  great-gi;mdfallier.  Aaron 


Ibown.  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary-  War, 
and  served  under  the  immediate  command  of  Gen. 
Washington.  His  father,  .Insepli  Munro,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  \\':\r  of  1812,  in  which  he  served 
from  1811  to  1814.  The  fatiier  remained  in  Mas- 
sachusetts after  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  April  23,  18tJ3.  The 
mother  died  in  AVatseka,  III.,  on  the  8th  of  Octo- 
lier.  1S78.  They  were  the  jjarents  <if  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living:  Melvin,  of  Wis- 
eunsin;  Cortland,  of  Wisconsin;  Brown,  of  LaSalle 
County,  111.;  .Joseph,  of  Washington  Territory; 
Seneca  W.,  of  Wisconsin;  Warren  C,  of  Saunemin 
Township,  and  our  subject.  The  names  of  the  two 
deceased  were  William  and  Mason  C. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
in  which  he  received  a  very  fair  education.  He 
began  the  work  of  a  farmer,  which  has  been  his  oc- 
cupation all  his  life.  In  185G  he  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois and  settled  in  LaSalle  County,  where  he  re- 
mained until  1869,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  settled  in  Saunemin  Town- 
ship on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides. 

On  the  28th  of  January,  18G 8,  Mr.  Munro  was 
married  toLydia  F.  F'ranlcs,  who  was  born  on  the 
8th  of  March,  1847,  in  Muskinguifi  County,  Ohio. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Is.aac  and  Hannah  Franks, 
who  now  reside  in  Muscatine  Conntj^  Iowa.  They 
were  both  natives  of  Virginia,  and  for  a  short  pe- 
riod were  residents  of  Muskingum  County,  Ohio. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munro  are  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  Ada  F.,  born 
Jan.  IG,  1870;  Eva  M.,  April  23,  1871  ;  Bertha  E., 
Feb.  5,  1873;  Walter  G.,  born  Jan.  5,  1875,  died 
Sept.  1,  1883;  Harmon  S.,  born  Jan.  5,  1878; 
Ralph  K.,  Jan.  5,  1880;  Herbert,  July  25,  1882; 
Everett  L.,  March  26,  1884,  and  Elmer  E.,  Feb. 
20,  1887. 

When  Mr.  Munro  settled  on  his  present  farm  the 
land  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  but  diu-ing  his 
occupancy  he  has  converted  it  into  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  county,  comprising  120  acres, 
well  supplied  with  a  good  class  of  farm  buildings. 
Mr.  Munro  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  .and  while 
not  taking  a  very  active  part  in  political  affairs, 
always  votes  that  ticket  at  the   elections.      He  and 
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his  wife  are  botli  members  of  tlie  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  he  having  served  that  denomination 
in  the  capacity  of  Steward.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munro 
are  l)Oth  respected  members  of  societ}^,  and  their 
influence  is  always  felt  in  the  cause  of  religion 
and  morality'.  They  are  generous  and  hospitable, 
and  devote  much  of  their  time  to  all  good    works. 

HILIPPINA  GIRARD,  widow  of  the  late 
111  Albert  Girard,  of  Long  Point  Township,  is 
the  proprietor  of  a  fine  homestead  on 
section  29,  which  includes  "200  acres  of 
highly  cultivated  land,  the  fields  mostly  laid  off 
with  handsome  hedges,  and  the  farm  buildings  of 
the  best  description.  The  passing  traveler  at  once 
observes  that  the  hand  of  taste  and  industry  has 
been  here  employed  to  good  advantage,  and  the 
farm  with  its  appurtenances,  besides  its  value  in 
itself,  has  added  largely  to  the  attractions  of  the 
surrounding  country. 

The  gentleman  who  was  mainly  instrumental  in 
"building  up  this  beautiful  home  was  born  in  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia  Oct.  22,  1 838,  and  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  in  Long  Point  Township  Aug. 
7,  1887.  He  emigrated  to  this  country  when  about 
eighteen  years  of  age,  becoming  a  resident  of  Long 
Point  Township,  and  commenced  life  mainly  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resources.  In  his  subsequent 
career  he  displayed  in  a  marked  degree  the  sub- 
stantial and  industrious  traits  of  his  reliable  Ger- 
man ancestry.  He  was  recognized  as  a  thorough 
and  skillful  farmer,  a  worthy  citizen,  and  one  who 
fulfilled  his  entire  duty  toward  those  dependent 
upon  him. 

Mrs.  Girard,  also  a  native  of  Prussia,  was  born 
Sept.  24,  1848,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Margretta  (Betz)  Binz,  natives  of  the  same  country 
as  their  daughter,  where  the  father  spent  his  entire 
life,  his  death  taking  place  in  1850.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1808,  and  is  still  living  in  her  native 
Province.  The  parental  family  included  four  chil- 
dren: Frantz,  the  youngest,  died  in  infancy;  John, 
the  eldest,  continues  in  his  native  land,  where  he  is 
following  farming  and  brick  manufacturing;  he  is 
married,  and  the  father  of  two  children.  Lenora  is 
the   wife  of  John  Miller,  and  the  mother  of  eight 


children.;  she  lives  in  Germany.  Philippina  came 
to  this  country  alone  in  18(i7,  and  was  married 
Feb.  10,  1868. 

The  husband  of  Mrs.  Girard  was  the  son  of  Fritz 
and  Theodora  Girard,  the  former  of  whom  died  in 
Illinois  in  1871,  while  the  latter  is  still  living,  and 
was  seventj'-nine  3'ears  old  on  the  0th  of  October., 
1887.  The  children  of  Albert  and  Philippina  Gi- 
rard are  recorded  as  follows :  Maggie  was  born 
Nov.  21,  1808,  and  died  on  the  2d  of  October, 
1875;  Frederick  was  born  June  24,  1871,  and  is 
living  at  home  with  his  mother;  Henry  was  born 
Dec.  13,  1873;  Alice,  Sept.  30,  187(1;  and  Ida, 
April  15,  1879.  Mrs.  G.,  since  the  death  of  her 
husband,  has  superintended  the  affairs  of  her  large 
and  valuable  estate  with  rare  good  judgment,  and 
is  giving  careful  .attention  to  the  education  of  the 
children.  She  is  a  lady  held  in  the  highest  respect  in 
the  community,  and  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
German  Evanoelical  Church. 


'^  ACOH  KUNS  is  not  only  one  of  the  largest 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship, but  one  of  its  most  highly  respected 
citizens.  He  lives  on  section  13,  where  he 
owns  (!40  acres  of  well-improved  land,  on  which 
there  are  erected  as  comfortable  and  commodious 
buildings  as  can  be  found  in  Livingston  County'. 
He  is  the  most  extensive  farmer  in  the  township, 
owning  altogether  818  acres.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Newtown  Township  since  1852,  in  which 
year  he  entered  240  acres  of  Government  land. 
To  this  he  has  added  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
section  upon  which  it  is  located  and  on  section 
24,  until  he  now  owns  the  magnificent  tr.act  of 
land  aliove  mentioned.  It  must  certainly  be  highly 
gratifying  to  him,  as  well  as  showing  his  substan- 
tial worth  as  a  business  man,  to  know  that  on  this 
vast  propertj'  there  is  no  encumbrance,  and  no 
claim  of  anj'  kind  against  its  owner,  save  one  of 
$400. 

Mr.  Kuns  was  born  in  LTnion  County,  Pa.,  on 
the  Kith  of  May,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  Dan- 
iel Kuns,  who  was  born  in  the  same  State.  The 
grandfather,  John  Kuns,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev 
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olutionary  War.  and  was  also  in  the  AVar  of  1812, 
serving  a.*  a  substitute  for  another  man.  He  died 
in  Union  Countj-,  Ta.,  at  about  eight}-  years  of  age. 
He  was  the  father  of  tive  children,  three  of  whom 
livetl  and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  Their  names  were 
Daniel,  Samuel,  John,  George,  and  a  girl,  name  not 
now  remembered,  who  married  and  went  to  Ohio, 
and  no  tidings  have  been  received  from  her  ex- 
cepting once  shortly  after  she  located  in  that  State. 
Daniel,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
year  17tlO,  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  weaver  by 
trade,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  "War  of  1812.  He 
was  married  to  Louisa  Speace,  who  was,  perhaps, 
born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  this  country  with 
her  parents,  who  were  early  settlers  in  Pennsj'lvania. 
D.aniel  lived  in  Pemisylvania  until  our  subject  was 
abi  >ut  sixteen  years  of  age. 

When  Jacob  was  aliout  nine  3- ears  old  his  father 
purchased  his  first  horse,  at  a  public  sale  at  the  res- 
idence of  his  wife's  parents.  The  horse  was  about 
fifteen  years  of  age,  was  totallj'  blind,  and  cost  him 
the  sum  of  *12.  From  this  animal  he  raised  a  team 
which  hauled  him  and  his  family  to  Ohio,  wliere 
they  settled  in  Pickaway  County  in  1838.  They 
remained  there  for  four  years,  during  which  time 
thej-  were  engaged  in  farming.  From  there  the 
father  removed  to  Vermilion  County,  111.,  making 
the  journey  in  a  wagon  drawn  by  the  same  horses 
which  took  him  and  his  fanu'Iy  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Ohio.  His  first  purchase  of  land  consisted 
of  eighty  acres,  which  he  improved  and  resided 
ui)on  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  18(il,  at 
the  a<rc  of  fifty-three  j'ears.  His  wife  died  before 
he  left  Pemisylvania,  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  To 
them  were  born  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living,  as  follows:  .Jacob,  our  subject;  Samuel,  who 
lives  on  the  old  home  place  in  Vermlli(»n  County, 
and  which  he  owns;  the  place  consists  of  about 
400  acres  of  most  excellent  land;  he  is  married 
and  has  a  family  of  three  children.  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  Henry  Gillnian,  residing  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship. The  names  'pf  the  deceased  children  arc 
George,  who  died  in  youth:  John,  who  died  in 
Ohio  at  the  age  of  twenty -two:  Daniel,  who  mar- 
ried, moved  to  Wisconsin,  and  died,  leaving  a  wife 
and  three  children;  Susan,  who  di<'d  in  Ohio,  at 
the  age  of  nineteen ;   Lear,  who  died   in   Vermilion 
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County,  111.,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and  William, 
wlio  died  in  the  same  county  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

Jacob  Kuns  lived  at  home  until  he  was  about 
twenty-four  years  old,  during  which  time  he  was 
engaged  with  his  father  in  trading  and  farming. 
On  the  20th  of  October,  1849,  he  was  married 
to  Jemima  Hooblcr,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Hoob- 
ler,  of  whom  a  sketch  is  given  in  another  part  of 
this  Ai.BUJi.  She  was  born  on  the  10th  of  Januarj', 
1824,  in  Ohio.  Her  parents  left  that  State  .and 
moved  to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  \'ermilion 
County,  III.  On  the  wa}'  from  Ohio  Jemima  met 
with  an  accident,  which  made  her  a  cripple  for  life. 
She  fell  from  the  wagon  in  which  the  family  was 
being  transported,  and  one  of  the  wheels  ran  over 
and  severed  one  of  her  legs. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuns  have  been  born  eight 
children:  John  D.,  who  was  born  Aug.  22,  I80O, 
is  now  living  on  a  portion  of  the  home  place;  he 
was  married  to  Ph(X'be  Brooker,  who  w\as  born  in 
Livingston  County,  Sept.  2,  1871,  and  they  have 
seven  children.  Marion  Franklin,  born  Nov.  20, 
1852,  was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a  horse  on  the 
head;  Marj^  C,  born  July  G,  186.5,  was  married  to 
Benjamin  Ziegler,  who  was  born  in  Indiana:  they 
have  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living 
and  two  dead:  thej'  live  on  a  part  of  the  home 
place.  Sarah  R.,  born  .Jan.  7,  1858,  is  the  wife 
of  Frederick  Ide;  they  have  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living,  and  reside  on  section  24,  New- 
town Township.  Margaret  E.,  born  Nov.  1 1, 1860, 
died  Nov.  1,  1.SG2;  Elizabeth  Ann,  born  June  12, 
1x62,  died  in  September,  1867:  Andrew  J.,  born 
Dec.  14,  1.S65,  died  Sept.  2:!,  1807;  Isabella,  born 
June  25,  186'.l,  is  unmarried  and   resides  at  home. 

Mr.  and  INIrs.  Kuns  were  married  in  North 
Fork,  \ermilion  Co..  111..  Oct.  20,  184i),  the  Rev. 
A.  Peterson  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  offi- 
ciating. Three  j'cars  later  they  came  to  their  pres- 
ent location,  where  they  have  the  finest  farm  in 
Newtown  Township,  a  view  of  which  is  presented  in 
this  volume.  Politically,  Mr.  Kuns  is  an  Inde- 
pendent, voting  for  the  men  whom  he  prefers  on 
whatever  ticket  they  may  be.  In  1884  he  cast  his 
vote  for  (irover  Cleveland  for  President,  believ- 
ing that  he  would  make  a  better  executive  ttian 
either  of    the  men   who   ran  in  opposition   to  him. 
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Mr.  Kuns  is  a  man  of  correct  business  methods, 
and  is  promjjt  and  reliable  in  all  his  transactions. 
His  agricultural  and  stock  operations  are  on  a  large 
scale,  and  they  are  invariably  successful. 

Among  the  numerous  portraits  presented  in  this 
volume,  none  are  of  more  highly  esteemed  or  re- 
spected people  than  tliose  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuns, 
which  are  presented  in  this  connection. 

ylLLIAM  H.  CHAPMAN,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  section  fi,  Fayette 
Township,  is  a  young  man  who  has  had  ex- 
perience in  varied  lines  of  business,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  systematic  and  intelligent  agiiculturists  in 
Livingston  County.  He  is  a  native  of  Maryland, 
and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  Ma\'  15, 
1850.  He  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  J.  and  Enmia 
(Ackerley)  Chapman,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and 
New  York  respectively.  The  father  was  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  glass  manufacturing  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  for  a  considerable  time,  and  in 
that  line  of  business  achieved  success.  During  the 
war  he  served  as  Provost  M.irshal,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  war  proceedings  in  that  section  of  Mary- 
land. His  first  wife  died  in  1869,  and  was  buried 
in  Baltimore.  The  father  was  married  to  his  second 
wife,  who  was  Miss  Elizabeth  Sauer,  in  1871.  By 
the  first  marriage  there  were  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  were  boys,  and  four  of  them  are  now  living, 
named  Jonathan  George,  Alfred  A.,  Charles  B.  and 
William  H.,  the  latter  being  the  subject  of  our 
sketch.  The  n.imes  of  the  deceased  children  are 
Thomas  C.  and  Theodore,  and  two  died  in  infancj-. 
By  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Chapman  has  had  three 
children — Robert  Howard,  Walter  Johnson  and 
Annie  Elizabeth. 

At  eighteen  years  of  age  our  subject  engaged 
himself  as  a  clerk  in  Baltimore,  in  the  commission 
house  of  J.  A.  Hutchins  &  Co.,  where  he  remained 
for  three  years,  and  gave  good  satisfaction  to  his 
employers.  For  about  a  year  after  leaving  this 
house  he  carried  on  the  commission  business  on  his 
own  account.  On  the  10th  of  February,  1880, 
Mr.  Chapman  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Bell,  a  native  of  Maryland,  who  was  born  Feb.  24, 
4» 


185(j.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Edward  J.  and 
Sarah  (Button)  Bell,  who  were  farmers  by  occupa- 
tion. The  father  died  in  January,  1874,  and  the 
mother  is  still  living  in  Maryland.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  five  were  boys 
and  five  girls.  By  a  former  marriage  Mr.  Bell  had 
four  children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  have 
been  born  four  children,  whose  names  are  Elizabeth 
Belle,  Carrie  Ackerley,  Julia  Maria,  and  a  daugh- 
ter unnamed.  Mr.  Chapman's  farm  consists  of 
160  acres  of  choice  land,  which  has  been  ex- 
cellently improved.  He  eng.ages  in  general  farm- 
ing, and  raises  all  the  various  grains  for  which  this 
section  of  Illinois  is  so  well  adapted.  He  also  en- 
gages extensive!}'  in  raising  various  kinds  of  stock. 
During  his  short  residence  in  Fayette  Township 
Mr.  Chapman  has  endeared  himself  to  the  people 
by  his  uniform  courtesy  and  upright  demeanor. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Tax  Collector  of  Faj'ctte 
Township  since  1885,  and  is  still  the  incumbent  of 
the  same,  and  also  School  Director  of  District  No. 
1.  In  these  official  capacities  he  displays  unusual 
intelligence  and  good  judgment,  and  his  adminis- 
tration gives  eminent  satisfaction  to  the  people 
whom  he  serves. 


GEORGE  W.  CLINE,  one  of  the  important 
members  of  the  farming  community  of 
Chatsworth  Township,  is  widelj'  and  favor- 
ably known  by  the  people  of  this  section  among 
whom  he  has  lived  eighteen  years.  His  birthplace 
and  early  home  were  in  Tazewell  County,  where  he 
first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Dec.  21,  1829. 

John  Cline,  the  father  of  our  subject,  a  native 
of  Mar3dand,  was  born  May  3,  1784,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  and  youth  in  his  native  State.  Thence  he 
migrated  to  Virginia,  where  he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of,  and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Hill,  who  was 
born  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia  Aug.  4,  1789. 
Soon  after  uniting  their  hearts  and  fortunes,  the 
young  people  removed  to  Ohio,  where  the  husliand 
purchased  land  in  Licking  County  and  there  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  1823.  He  then 
resolved  to  join  the  caravan  that  was  marching 
westward  to  the  young  and  rapidly  growing  Prai- 
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rie  State,  and  upon  his  arrival  chose  for  his  location 
a  spot  in  Elm  Grove  Township,  Tazewell  County, 
where  he  was  among  its  earliest  pioneers.  He  en- 
tered 240  acres  of  land  and  at  once  began  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  inimitive  soil,  remaining  there  the 
balance  of  his  life  and  transforming  the  once  wild 
waste  intti  a  comfortable  and  valuable  homestoad. 
There  his  death  took  place  in  1844.  The  wife  and 
mother  survived  him  for  a  period  of  tweuty-seven 
j-ears,  and  spent  her  last  days  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  our  subject,  at  Chatsworth,  passing  awaj'  with 
the  fall  of  the  leaf  in  1S71. 

Of  the  thirteen  children  born  to  John  and 
Elizabeth  Cline,  nearly  all  attained  their  majority. 
married,  and  located  in  homes  of  their  own ;  only 
three  are  now  living.  John  is  a  resident  of  Taze- 
well County'  and  his  sister  Elizabeth  makes  her 
home  with  him  and  with  our  subject.  The  latter 
with  his  brothers  and  sisters  attended  the  district 
school,  and  as  soon  as  large  enough  his  services 
were  utilized  on  the  farm.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  during  his  childhood  and  3'outh,  and  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1856,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
America,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catiierine  Ann 
Fishbern.  Mrs.  Cline  was  born  in  Middletown,  Pa., 
Feb.  12,  1830,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Illi- 
nois during  its  early  settlement.  Thej'  located  in 
LaSalle  County,  where  she  continued  with  her  par- 
ents until  her  marriage  with  our  subject,  after 
which  the  young  couple  s}ieut  eight  3'ears  in  La- 
.Salle  Countv.  In  1864  they  came  to  this  county, 
and  took  possession  of  the  land  which  Mr.  Cline 
has  since  transformed  into  a  comfortable  home- 
stead. He  began  the  struggle  of  life  without  other 
capital  than  his  strong  hands  and  stout  heart,  and 
the  result  is  one  which  can  afford  only  entire  satis- 
faction. He  has  lived  his  life  simply  and  uuosten- 
tatiousl}',  and  probably  has  derived  more  real  sat- 
isfaction in  the  quiet  seclusion  of  his  country  home 
than  many  who  have  perhaps  attained  to  larger 
possessions  witii  their  added  cares. 

The  household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cline  lias 
b(!en  completed  by  the  birth  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  ten  are  living.  The  eldest  daughter,  a  bright 
and  interesting  girl  of  fourteen  years,  was  taken 
from  the  househc^ld  by  death  in  1871.  Those  sur- 
viving are:   Emma,  Charles,  fieorge,  Harry,  Frank, 


Ida,  Kate,  John,  James  and  Eugenia.  Mr.  Cline 
when  first  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  voted 
with  the  Democi'utic  party,  but  in  1874  identified 
himself  with  the  Greenbackers.  He  has  always 
been  greatly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  tem- 
perance movement  and  is  a  decided  Prohibitionist. 
He  represented  Chatsworth  Township  in  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  six  years,  and  has  been  the 
incumbent  of  various  other  local  oflices.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity-. 

(_)n  another  page  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Cline's 
I   residence,  as  indicative  of  the  taste  of  the  agricult- 
urists of  this  section  of  country. 


EMMETT  R.  SUTTON.  This  gentleman, 
who  has  a  fine  and  true  appreciati(.)n  of  the 
la—^i-/  possibilities  of  farming  as  carried  on  in  a 
scientific  manner,  has  contributed  in  no  small  de- 
gree to  the  establishment  of  llis  leading  ideas, 
which  are  those  of  the  most  intelligent  men  of  the 
country,  lieing  interested  in  the  invention  of  the 
self-governing  spring  motor,  applicable  to  pumps 
on  the  farm  or  in  mills,  and  to  both  upright  and 
rotauy  motions,  and  which  can  be  utilized  equally 
well  upon  street  cars  or  eorn->hellers.  There  are 
evidences  that  this,  in  time,  will  be  the  nucleus  of 
a  snug  fortune  to  its  jiatentee,  Obediah  Smith. 
While  Mr.  Sutton  gave  the  princiii;d  idea,  he  has 
only  one-half  interest. 

Mr.  Sutton  is  agreeably  located  on  section  34,  in 
Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  where  he  owns  100  acres 
of  land,  supplied  with  good  buildings  and  all  the 
other  appurtenances  of  a  modern  country  estate. 
On  another  page  of  this  Ai.iii  :\i  we  present  a 
view  of  Mr.  Sutton's  I'esidence.  He  was  liorn  in 
Seneca  Coiuitj',  N.  Y.,  April  17,  18.j8,  and  is  the 
son  of  Benjamin  B.  and  Aritta  (Sherwood)  Sutton, 
natives  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  was 
born  Jan.  5,  ISdl),  and  died  at  his  home  in  Seneca 
County  Feb.  2C.,  1S(I7.  The  mother  was  born 
Febrnary  I  of  the  same  year  as  her  husband,  and. 
surviving  him  several  years,  departed  this  life 
Dec.  18,  187'.t.  lienjaniin  B.  Sutton.  Sr.,  the  pa- 
ternal grandfather  of  our  subji'ct,  was.  like  his  two 
male    descendants    already    mentioned,    a     man    of 
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more  than  ordinaiy  ability,  a  farmer   and  a  mill-   [ 
Wright,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  the    | 
Empire  State,    where    his  death  took  phiee  about 
181(1.     'i'lie  children   uf  IJenjumin,  Jr.,  and  Aritta 
SnltiMi,  ten    in   nnmlier,    were    luinicd  resiiectively :    , 
Stephen    S.,  Warren,  M.,    lienjamin   S.,  Wakeman 
S.,  Marinda,    Mary,    Kmniett    R..  Rebecca    A.,  Ed- 
win and   Natt.     These    nil  lived    to    mature  j'ears, 
and    li\e   of  them    nianied    and    became    parents; 
Mary  and  Wakeman  are  deceased. 

Ennnett  R.Sutton  came  tn  Illinois  in  llSGl,  lo- 
cating;- in  Bloomington,  where  he  remained  until 
.lulv.  l.s(>2.  Tiie  war  now  being  in  [irogress,  he 
enlisted  in  tiie  "J4th  Illinois  infantry,  and  marc-lied 
with  his  regiment  to  the  Southwest,  vhere  he  met 
the  enemy  in  battle,  first  at  Springfield,  Mo. 
Snbsequentl3'  he  was  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and 
assi.sted  in  the  loading  of  the  caiitured  cotton  upon 
steamers,  and  from  there,  with  his  comr.»des,  was 
detailed  to  Nevv  Orleans,  where  he  served  in  the 
convalescent  camp  until  the  April,  folicving,  when 
he  was  given  charge  of  a  department  on  the  river 
hospital  boat  which  ran  between  New  Orleans  and 
St,  Louis,  where  he  remained  until  Oct.  10,  1S63. 
He  was  then  permitted  to  return  honie  on  a  fur- 
lough, when  he  had  the  pleasure  of  casting  his 
Presidential  vote  for  Aliraham  Lincoln.  He  re- 
joined his  regiment  in  time  to  march  on  Spanish 
Fort,  and  was  at  Mobile  at  the  time  of  the  blow- 
ing up  of  the  magazine,  which  resulted  in  the'lo.ss 
of  hundreds  of  lives  and  hundreds  of  dollars' 
worth  of  ammunition.  He  spent  the  4th  of  July, 
l.si;,T,  at  Galveston,  Tex.,  and  was  mustered  out 
five  clays  later,  receiving  his  discharge  on  the 
17th. 

Mr.  Sutton  now  vrent  to  the  East,  and  engaged 
as  ;i  school  teacher  for  the  next  two  years ;  he  had 
taught  school  before  entering  the  army.  In  the 
meantime  he  had  been  married,  Feb.  7,  1807,  to 
Miss  Minerva  Kinne,  who  was  born  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  5,  1838,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  David  W.  and  Mary  L.  (Stone)  Kinue,  natives 
of  INew  York,  and  for  generations  back  of  New 
England  ancestry.  The  mother  was  a  devoted 
Christian  lady  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  She  departed  this  life  March  1 1, 
1 872,  and  the  father  is  still  living  on  the  old  home 
<• 


place.  Their  children,  eleven  in  numljer,  were 
respectively' :  Minerva,  Ennna,  Sarah,  Ada,  Lucy, 
Smith,  Charles,  Mary,  Ella,  Wisner,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sutton  have  tlu'ee  children — Ella, 
Frederick  W.  and  Emi.  Mr.  S.,  politically,  is 
one  of  the  most  reliable  members  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  lielongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post  No. 
114,  at  Forest.  He  has  estal)lished  one  of  the  finest 
homesteads  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  and  is  a 
leader  in  the  enterprises  tending  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  people,  both  morall}' and  intellectually. 
He  is  quite  an  extensive  reader,  and  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  success  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment. He  has  been  connected  with  the  manufact- 
ure and  sale  of  windmills  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  expects  in  the  near  future  to  begin  the  manu- 
facture of  his  invention,  which  is  patented  in 
England,  Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  is 
called  the  Obediah  Smith  Motor. 

Nij^ICHOLAS  REISING  is  fa\orably  known 
I  jjj  throughout  Saunemin  Township,  as  a  suc- 
[1\^^  cessful  German  farmer  of  moderate  means, 
and  owning  a  comfortable  homestead,  which  he  has 
built  up  by  the  labor  of  his  own  hands.  His  early 
home  was  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  where  his  birth 
took  place  Sept.  17,  1824.  His  parents,  Nicholas 
and  Catherine  (Helendall)  Reising,  were  also  of 
German  birth  and  parentage,  and  Nicholas  was 
their  only  son.  He  was  consequently  carefully 
watched  over  during  his  childhood  and  youth,  and 
received  an  excellent  education,  being  placed  in 
school  at  the  early  age  of  six  years  and  continuing 
there  until  fourteen.  He  took  kindly  to  learning 
and  has  since  followed  up  the  course  of  reading 
which  he  commenced  soon  after  being  able  to  mas- 
ter his  native  language.  His  parents  lived  upon  a 
small  farm  in  Bavaria,  where  he  assisted  them  in 
plowing,  sowing  and  reaping,  and  became  familiar 
with  agricultural  pursuits  as  carried  on  in  Germany, 
although  as  maj'  be  supposed,  the  methods  were 
quite  different  from  those  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Reising  continued  a  resident  of  his  native 
Province  until  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  then 
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not  beini;-  satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  hibors  and  i 
the  piDspeot  heUi  out  to  him  in  the  future,  re^*olved 
to  join  the  large  number  of  his  eountrjMiien  in  the 
New  World.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  Antwerp. 
where  he  embarked  on  the  steamship  '•  Constitu- 
tion." and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of  eleven  days, 
lauded  in  New  York  City.  This  was  considered  a 
very  quick  trip,  and  most  assuredlj"  was  a  wide 
contrast  in  point  of  iiomfort  and  rapidity  to  the 
journej'  made  ou  a  sailing-vessel  by  man}"  of  his 
countrymen. 

From  the  metropolis  of  the  East,  Mr.  Reising 
proceeded  direct  to  this  State,  locating  in  Wood- 
ford County,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of 
18(!G.  He  then  came  to  Livingston  County  and 
purchased  eightj^  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  upon 
which  scarcely  a  furrow  had  been  turned,  and  where 
there  were  no  buildings.  He  was  aware  that  it 
would  take  years  of  labor  and  require  hundreds  of 
dollars  to  effect  its  transformation  into  a  good 
farm,  but  this  outla}'  he  was  willing  to  make,  and 
entered  at  once  upon  his  labors.  The  results  are 
eminently  satisfactory-,  for  he  can  now  look  around 
him  upon  a  fine  and  fertile  farm  with  good  build- 
ings, a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock  and  the  other 
appurtenances  of  a  comfortable  homestead.  He 
has  labored  hard,  and  can  now  relax  his  efforts  as 
he  ha-  laid  the  foundation  for  a  competency  in  his 
old  age. 

■\Vhile  a  resident  of  A\'oudford  Count3',  31r.  Reis- 
ing made  the  acquaintance  of  a  most  estimable 
young  lad\',  one  of  his  own  country-women,  Miss 
Maggie  Foltz,  and  they  were  married  on  the  14th 
of  October,  18.j8,  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
AVoodford  County,  and  commenced  housekeeping 
in  that  place.  In  due  time  the  home  circle  was  en- 
larged by  the  birth  of  eight  children :  Mary,  who 
was  born  Nov.  14,  1858;  John  and  August  N. 
(twins),  Jan.  4,  1.^01;  Henry,  Feb.  4,  1863;  Jo- 
-epii.  June  20,  180.5;  Annie  M.,  Oct.  (1,  1868;  Su- 
san B.,  Dec.  16,  1870,  and  Matilda,  who  was  born 
March  4,  1873,  and  died  Feb.  13,  1880. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  tiie  faith 

of    the    Roman    Catholic    Church,  to    which    they 

closely    adhere,   and    Mi-.    Ji.,    politically,    usually 

votes  the  iJeniociatic   ticket,  although   exercising 

'  '    the  right  of  an  inde|)ciidenl  American  citizen,  and 


willing  to  give  his  support  to  men  of  other  parties 
whose  qualifications  and  political  views  meet  his 
approval.  He,  however,  meddles  little  with  poli- 
tics, preferring  to  devote  his  time  mostly  to  his 
farming  interests. 


tHKODORE  WIENAND.  Tlie  thrifty  Ger- 
man citizen  is  found  all  over  Livingston 
County,  sandwiched  between  its  most  en- 
terprising and  industrious  agriculturists,  where  he 
holds  his  own  and  often  outstrips  the  native-born 
American  in  the  extent  of  his  possessions  and  his 
value  as  a  citizen  and  business  man.  The  subject 
of  this  biography  is  one  of  the  foremost  of  his  coun- 
trymen iu  this  part  of  Central  Illinois,  and  is  lo- 
cated on  section  35,  in  Charlotte  Township,  wliere 
lie  has  built  up  a  good  homestead  and  is  largely 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

The  early  home  of  Mr.  Wienand  was  in  Arens- 
berg,  Germany,  where  he  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
the  light  Dec.  11,  1829.  He  was  the  sixth  in  a 
family  of  eleven  children,  the  offspring  of  Joseph 
and  Theresa  (Susewind)  Wienand,  also  of  German 
birth  and  parentage.  Joseph  Wienand  wa>  a  man 
of  good  education  and  possessed  great  musical 
talent.  emi)loying  himself  as  a  teacher  of  music  in 
the  city  of  Oldenburg.  Theodore  was  reared  at 
home  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  receiving  a  good 
education  in  his  native  langu.age,  and  after  leaving 
school  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship at  harness-making  and  followed  this 
trade  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years. 

Young  Wienand,  however,  being  of  an  ambitious 
turn  of  mind  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  his  labors,  and  resolved  to  seek  a  new 
field  of  operations  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Accordingly,  in  the  spring  of  1853,  after  passing 
his  twenty-fourth  birthday,  he  repaired  to  Hamburg, 
and  on  the  17th  of  April  boarded  a  sailing-vessel 
bound  for  New  York  City.  Afterarougli  vo3'age 
of  about  forty  days  he  landed  in  the  great  metrop- 
olis, where  he  remained  two  months,  working  at 
liis  trade.  Then(^e  he  migrated  east  to  Barring- 
ton,  Mass.,  and  froni  there,  in  18.")5,  started  for  the 
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West.  After  coining  into  Woodford  County',  this 
State,  he  secured  employment  in  a  harness-shop  at 
Panola  and  worked  two  years  at  $18  per  month. 
He  then  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law  pur- 
cliased  the  shop  and  its  equipments,  which  he  con- 
ducted about  two  years. 

Mr.  Wienand  continued  in  Panola  until  the  spring 
of  1860.  In  the  meantime  he  was  married,  March 
8,  1858,  to  Miss  Wilhelmina  Cook,  one  of  his  own 
country-women,  born  in  the  Province  uf  Mecklen- 
burg Oct.  1 , 1 83-1.  She  is  one  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, most  of  whom  were  born  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water.  Only  four  are  now  living,  all  in  the 
United  States.  Two  j'ears  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
AVienand  invested  a  part  of  his  surplus  funds  in 
forty  acres  of  partly  improved  land  near  Oliver 
Grove,  this  county,  to  which  he  removed  after  put- 
ting up  a  small  house  and  otherwise  making  things 
comfortable  for  his  family.  It  was  a  wild  section, 
although  near  the  town,  and  infested  with  rattle- 
snakes, of  which  he  killed  thirty-two  in  the  S})ace  of  ' 
three  weeks.  He  soou  tired  of  this  kind  of  farming 
and  traded  the  property  for  a  store  building  in 
Chatsworth,  where  he  opened  a  harness-shop  and 
worked  at  his  trade  two  3'ears. 

Although  I\Ir.  AVieuand's  first  farming  venture 
proved  unsatisfactory,  he  determined  to  give  coun- 
try life  another  trial,  and  now  traded  his  store 
with  its  contents  for  eighty  acres  of  improved  land 
where  he  now  resides.  This  experiment  proved 
higiily  satisfactory ;  he  was  prospered  in  his  farm 
operations,  and  invested  his  spare  cash  in  additional 
laud  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres,  160  of 
this  being  in  Ford  County.  It  has  all  been  brought 
to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  the  homestead 
embellished  with  first-class  buildings  and  stocked 
with  mixed  grades  of  .Terse}',  Durham  and  Short- 
horn cattle,  besides  Norman  and  Clydesdale  horses. 
The  fences  are  neat  and  su))stantial  and  the  farm 
machinery  embraces  some  uf  the  best  inventions  uf 
the  day. 

Mr.  AVienand  has  become  thoroughly  Ameri- 
canized, and  takes  an  acti\  e  interest  in  politics, 
casting  his  vote  with  the  Democratic  i)artv.  He 
assisted  in  organizing  the  different  school  districts 
in  his  township  and  has  officiated  as  Director  for 
some  time.     He   and  his  excellent  lady  are  among 


the  most  valued  members  of  the  German  Evangeli- 
cal Church  at  Chatsworth.  They  have  a  blooming 
family  of  children,  nine  in  number,  and  named 
respectively:  Amelia,  Clementine,  Louisa,  Theo- 
dore, Joseph,  Lewis,  Otto,  Olga  and  Minnie. 
Amelia  was  born  March  8,  186;J;  Clementine,  Aug. 
24,  1864;  Louisa,  Aug.  20,  1866;  Theodore,  Dec. 
8,  1867;  Joseph,  April  6,  186!);  Lewis.  Jan.  11, 
1871;  Otto,  Nov.  8,  1872;  Olga,  April  11,  187.3; 
AAHlhelmina,  Dec.  8,  1877.  The  eldest  daughter, 
Amelia,  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Meisenhelder,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  operating  near  the  AV^ienand  home- 
stead;  Clementine  married  Frederick  Meisenhelder, 
and  also  lives  not  far  from  her  parents;  Louisa  is 
keei)ing  house  for  her  brother  in  Ford  County,  and 
the  younger  children  are  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. They  have  received  all  the  advantages  pos- 
sible, being  well  educated,  while  the  son  Joseph, 
who  is  attending  school  at  Chatsworth,  is  a  youth 
of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  will  doubtless 
choose  one  of  the  professions  for  his  calling  in  life. 
Mr.  AA^ienand  has  accumulated  his  property  by  the 
sweat  of  his  brow,  having  never  been  afraid  of 
hard  work,  and  will  ha\  e  a  snug  income  for  a  rainj' 
day. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  of  this  section 
of  country,  we  pi-esent  on  another  page  a  view  of 
Mr.  AVienand's  residence. 
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ILLIAM  A.  MYER.  It  is  no  small  honor 
to  be  the  son  of  one  of  those  men  who 
early  in  life  signalized  the  resolute  enter- 
prise of  their  character  b}'  breaking  away  from  the 
connnon  routine  and  seeking  in  a  new  country'  to 
build  up  for  themselves  a  hom«  and  a  reputation 
which  could  not  be  otherwise  than  an  honor  to 
their  posterity.  The  subject  of  this  history  occu- 
pies this  enviable  position,  being  the  sou  of  Eli 
Myer,  who  came  to  Illinois  nearly  forty  years  ago. 
Eli  Myer  was  a  native  of  Alleghany  County,  Md., 
and  was  born  Oct.  18,  1796.  He  was  the  son  of 
John  Myer,  also  a  native  of  Maryland,  where  he 
spent  his  entire  life  and  reared  a  large  family,  of 
whom  Eli,  AVilliam  and  Peter  came  to  the  AA'est. 
William    located    in     LaSalle     County    during  its' 
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earliest  settlement  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  liis  life,  passing  away  at  a  ripe  old  age.  Peter 
located  in  SheUn-  County,  Ind.,  whore  he  also  died. 
Their  brother,  John,  continued  in  his  native  State. 
Elizabeth,  Nancy  and  Sarah  lived  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  but  on  the  borders  of  three  States, 
ilaryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia. 

Eli  Myer,  the  father  of  our  suljject,  was  reared 
within  five  miles  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  con- 
tinued there  with  his  }>arents  some  time  after  his 
marriage.  Then,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  one 
child,  he  started  overland  for  Ohio,  in  May,  1831, 
and  located  in  Licking  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  the  fall  of  1850,  then  came  to  Illinois. 
He  had  a  Mexican  land  grant  of  KiO  acres,  and 
took  up  a  claim  on  section  29,  of  Eppard's  Point 
Township.  He  was  prospered  in  his  labor  of  till- 
ing the  soil  and  invested  his  surplus  capital  in 
more  land  until  he  became  the  owner  of  478  acres. 
This  he  willed  to  his  children,  the  home  place  of 
320  acres  being  divided  among  the  three  3'oungest 
boys.  He  was  public-spirited  and  liberal,  and 
took  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple around  him,  doing  much  to  encourage  emigra- 
tion and  holding  up  the  hands  of  the  faint-hearted 
by  his  counsel  and  encouragement.  He  was  the 
first  Supervisor  after  the  organization  of  the  town- 
ship and  served  as  Clerk  several  years.  He  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Baptist  Church,  serving  as 
Deacon  and  contributing  largely  of  his  means  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  society.  He  also  left  a 
bequest  for  the  purpose  of  putting  up  a  church 
edifice  at  Ocoya,  a  sum  equal  to  one-fourth  its 
cost,  and  which  was  used  as  he  desigued.  He  was 
also  foremost  in  the  establishment  of  educational 
institutions  and  taught  the  first  school  organized 
in  Eppard's  Point  Township.  After  a  well-spent 
life  he  folded  his  hands  for  his  final  rest  on  the 
30tii  of  December,  1808,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years. 

The  mothei-  of  our  subject  was  iu  her  girlhood 
Miss  Catherine  I'mphenour.  She  was  a  lady  in 
every  resjiect  fitted  to  be  the  companion  of  her 
husband,  standing  bravely  by  his  side  iu  all  his 
projects  and  plan.>  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
i-ommuiiity,  and  taking  an  active  part  in  church 
work.  She  survived  her  husband  about  six  y(!ars, 
<■  


her  death  taking  place  in  1874,  at  Fairbury,  where 
she  was  on  a  visit  with  her  daughter.  She  was 
born  in  1809,  and  was  nearly  sixty-six  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  Eli  Myer  and  his  wife 
were  of  German  ancestry.  The  record  of  their 
children  is  as  foUows:  Emily  was  born  in  Mary- 
land, is  the  wife  of  0.  P.  McDowell,  a  prosperous 
hardware  merchant  of  Fairburj',  and  the  mother  of 
seven  children;  William,  of  our  sketch,  was  the 
second  of  the  family;  Joseph  E.  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  is  farming  on  section  22,  in  Eppard's  Point 
Township,  where  he  has  a  wife  and  three  children; 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  C.  Knapp,  who  is 
carrying  on  a  nurser3'  near  Normal,  McLean 
County;  she  has  been  twice  married,  her  first  hus- 
band, James  McDowell,  being  killed  in  the  army 
near  Vicksburg,  and  has  two  children  living  and 
one  deceased;  Benjamin  P.,  born  in  Ohio,  is  farm- 
ing on  section  20,  in  Eppard's  Point  Township, 
and  has  a  wife  and  three  children;  Samuel  G.  and 
Charles  F.  occupy  the  old  homestead;  both  are 
married,  the  former  has  two  children  and  the  latter 
one.  Nelson  J.,  the  youngest,  was  born  in  Eppard's 
Point  Township,  where  he  now  lives  on  section  21, 
and  has  a  wife  and  two  children ;  he  was  elected 
Supervisor  in  1883. 

William  A.  Myer  was  horn  in  Licking  County, 
Ohio,  Dec.  31,  1833,  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Illinois,  and  remained  with  them  until  taking  pos- 
session of  his  present  homestead.  In  the  meantime 
he  had  worked  two  years  as  a  farm  laborer,  and 
with  the  means  thus  accumulated  was  ready  to  lay 
the  foundations  for  a  future  home.  With  this  end 
in  view  he  was  married,  April  21,  1859,  to  Miss 
Eliza  St.  John,  who  was  born  iu  Warren  County, 
Ind.,  June  25,  1838.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Margaret  (Coldron)  St.  John,  natives  of 
Ohio,  aud  the  parents  of  five  children.  Their  eld- 
est son,  Seth,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army 
and  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  by  whom  he  was 
held  a  prisoner  until  his  death  at.  Florence,  S.  C. ; 
William  Isaac  is  farming  in  Long  Point  Township, 
this  county  ;  Ada  C.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  G.  Myer; 
Ruth  Ann  died  when  aliout  nineteen  years  of  age. 

The  household  circle  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.yer  was 
completed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children,  and  thej' 
were  called  to  part  with  three  of  these  in  their  in- 
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fancy.  Rosa  Olive  is  the  wife  of  Lewis  Dillon,  and 
resides  in  Logan  County;"  they  had  one  cliild, 
Katie,  ^rho  died  at  the  age  of  one  year  and  ten 
months.  Margaret  C.  married  C.  N.  Wicksizerand 
lives  in  Vernon  County,  Mo.;  Seth  E.  and  Sanuiel 
J.  are  at  home  with  their  father.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  departed  this  life  at  lier  home  in  Eppard's 
Point  Township,  Nov.  15,  1872,  aged  thirty -four 
years.  She  was  a  lady  to  whom  her  family  and 
friends  were  greatly  attached,  and  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcop.al  Church.  Mr. 
Myer  has  never  aspired  to  office,  although  serving 
as  Township  Trustee  for  a  period  of  twelve  years 
or  more.  He  is  a  firm  .idlierent  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
his  community,  and  is  a  man  always  approachable 
at  those  times  when  assistance  is  needed  to  further 
a  worthy  enterprise. 

-M— <* — o^-<i(S(i8)>'^ss.o — #>-5<— 

\l| ^^OMER  J.   CLARK,  junior  member  of   the 

.[TjiJ  firm  of  Lowry  &  Clark,  editors  and  proprie- 
/^^  tors  of  the  Pontiae  Sentinel,  is  connected 
(^)  with  the  pioneer  and  leading  Republican  pa- 
per of  Livingston  County,  which  was  established 
thirty  years  ago,  in  1857.  The  office  contains  an 
uuusu.al  amount  of  valuable  material,  with  power- 
presses  and  all  the  other  appliances  necessary  for  the 
successful  carrying  on  of  steam  printing. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  young  man,  having  been  born 
Sept.  20,  1853,  in  Peoria  County,  this  State.  His 
pai-ents,  John  L.  and  Laura  (McManus)  Clark, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Washington  and 
Chautauqua  Counties,  N.  Y.,  where  they  both,  be- 
fore marriage,  were  engaged  in  school  teaching. 
The  former,  before  this  time,  had  removed  with  his 
father's  family' to  Michigan,  then  a  Territory,  where 
the}'  settled  in  the  town  of  Raisinville,  near  Mon- 
roe, and  where  he  pursued  his  education  as  best  he 
could  till  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
He  then  returned  to  New  Y'ork  State,  and  entered  an 
academy  at  West  Avon,  where  he  acquired  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  English  education,  and  began  teaching 
in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. 

The  patern.al  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Dr. 
Tiiomas  Clark,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  emi- 


grated to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when 
young,  with  whom  he  settled  in  Washington  County, 
N.  X.  Choosing  a  professional  life,  he  began  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  after  graduating  at  a  medi- 
cal school,  engaged  in  practice  in  Argyle,  N.  Y. 
Here  lie  married  a  Scotch  lady  by  the  name  of  Isa- 
bella Campbell,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Michi- 
gan, where  he  spent  the  l)alance  of  his  life,  his 
death  taking  place  in  1824. 

The  parents  of  our  sul>ject  were  married  in  Michi- 
gan, in  1848,  where  the  mother,  Miss  Laura  McMa- 
luis,  was  engaged  in  teaching, and  immediately  went 
East  to  the  home  of  her  father,  Rev.  Joseph  Mc- 
.Manus,  near  Forestville,  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Here  they  remained  the  two  succeeding  winters,  the 
father  teaching  school,  and  in  the  summer  he  was 
engaged  with  a  corps  of  civil  engineers  in  survey- 
ing the  line  of  the  first  railroad  west  from  Roches- 
ter to  Attica,  N.  Y.  After  the  birth  of  their  first 
child  they  removed  to  Peoria  County,  III.,  where 
Mr.  Clark  was  employed  as  a  teacher  for  about 
twenty  3'ears,  and  then  retired  to  his  farm  in  Trivoli 
Township,  until  1882.  The  death  of  the  mother 
then  broke  up  the  family,  and  Mr.  Clark  retired 
from  business.  He  now  divides  his  time  between 
the  residence  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  that 
of  his  married  daughter,  Mrs.  Martha  E.  Bitler,  who 
resides  in  Knox  County,  Mo.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  three  children  by  a  former  wife,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living,  and  two  children  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  of  whom  only  the  latter  is 
living.  His  half-sisters  are  Mrs.  Isabella  Walford 
and  Mrs.  Martha  E.  Bitler. 

Mr.  Clark  attended  the  school  taught  by  his 
father,  and  worked  on  the  farm  until  eighteen  years 
old.  His  education  was  continued  afterward  at  a 
private  school  in  Peoria,  where  he  attended  six 
mouths,  and  then  commenced  teaching.  After  a 
few  terms  thus  occupied  he  entered  Monmouth  Col- 
lege, in  Warren  County,  III.  where  he  studied  dur- 
ing the  years  of  1870-77.  He  afterward  resumed 
teaching  in  the  common  schools  for  a  few  years, 
and  then  accepted  the  principalship  of  the  Prince- 
ville  graded  school,  where  he  continued  two  years. 
We  next  find  him  located  in  Gibson  City,  Ford 
County,  occupying  a  similar  position  in  addition  to 
being  Superintendent  of  the  city  schools.     He  re- 
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siii'iu'd  two  years  later  tv  take  the  position  which 
ho  now  holds,  anil  to  wiiieh  he  is  admirably  adn|)tO(l 
by  his  natural  talents  and  education. 

Themarriageof  our  subject  with  Miss  Julia  Scott 
was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride.  Oct.  30, 
1878.  !Mrs.  Clark  is  a  native  of  the  same  county 
as  her  husband,  and  was  born  Oct.  30,  1800.  Her 
parents  are  John  A.  and  Philancy  (Watrous)  Scott, 
also  natives  of  Peoria  County,  where  her  father 
operates  extensively  as  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Clark  is  their 
only  child,  and  by  her  marriage  witli  our  subject 
has  become  the  mother  of  two  sons,  Lawrence  A. 
and  Bruce  E.,  and  a  daughter.  Grace  Eleanor.  Mr. 
Clark  is  one  of  the  most  reliable  members  of  tiie 
Republican  party,  and  with  his  accomplished  wife, 
is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 


rjAMES  M.  MARTIN.  This  gentleman,  al- 
though in  the  prime  of  life,  li:i>  been  tlic 
subject  of  many  interesting  experiences  and 
is  a   fine  illustration  of  the  results  of   >elf- 

iaucc.  rcM>luticin  :inil  imlustry.  lie  licg:in  in  life 
without  nu':iu>.  dcpcnilcnt  upon  hi-  own  ii^ouii-o. 
and  with  little  encourMgcnu'iit.  His  (Mliication  had 
been  >ailly  neglected  but  he  w;is  inrliiicil  to  reading 
and  stuily.  and  in  llii-  niannei-  pi<-ke(|  up  considev- 
alile  infoi-mation.  Aftei-  an  expiaience  in  the  army 
of  three  and  one-half  y<'ai-..  he  i-eiiteil  a  tract  of 
l:ind  two  veai-  in  ;Mar>liall  County,  111.,  and  in  ISOT 
eatne  to  thi-  county  with  -mall  means  and  purchased 
fortv  aero  where  he  now  re-ii|es  in  Nebraska  Town- 
ship. Thi- he  ha-  eaiefully  cultivated  and  ha>  given 
consideralilc  attention  to  -toek-iai>ing.  lie  i-  ii'- 
garded  a- a  prai-euoitliy  :in<l  repiitalile  citizen,  and 
is  tilling  lii>  >phere  in  life  to  the  lie>t  of  hi-  aliility. 

.Mr.  M.artin  is  a  n:iti\c  of  this  State.  lia\ing  lieen 
burn  in  Belle  I'laine  Town-hip.  Mar-hall  County, 
Dec.  \-2.  IHl:;.  Hi-  parent-,  .lame-  and  Charlotte 
(Fen-i>)  Martin,  weic  peopl<'  of  niode-t  mean-  who 
ciMild  do  little  for  llieir  cliil.lieu,  and  .lame-  .M. 
when  a  hid  of  thirteen  year-    left  the    parental    roof 

and  c<»nnnenceil    woi-kin2  liy  the) th    t'oi- hini-elf, 

licing  permitted  to  icceive  hi-  own  uaiic-.  When 
'  '      foiMleeii  years  of   agi'  he  wa-   eniployi'd    liy  .lo><'ph 


Irviugton,  of  Marshall  County,  for  a  peiiod  of  eight 
months,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  time,  upon  de- 
manding his  wages,  fo\inil  that  he  was  to  lie  di,-ap- 
pointed,  as  he  did  not  get  a  cent  cif  the  entire 
.amount.  Thi-  was  a  severe  trial  to  the  industrious 
boy  but  there  was  nothing  to  do  exce|)t  to  go  at  it 
again,  Avhich  he  did  under  another  employer,  and 
thus  labored  until  the  fall  of   18(;i. 

t)ur  -ubject  wa>  then  only  eighteen  yeai>  old  but 
wa>  well  de\'eloped  and  intelligent,  and  upon  prof- 
fering hi>  -erviees  as  a  soldier  of  the  I'nion  was 
accepted,  and  became  a  member  of  the  4th  Illinois 
Cavalry,  to  continue  for  three  years.  He  i)artici- 
pated  in  the  battles  at  Ft.  Jionelson,  Pittsburg 
Landing  and  Corinth,  and  met  the  rebels  in  various 
minor  engagements  and  skirmishes,  receiving  in  the 
lueantime  a  shot  through  the  wri.-t.  Being  now 
unfitted  for  service  for  a  time,  he  wa-  left  Iiehind 
his  regiment  at  Trenton,  Tenn.,  and  aftiaward,  in 
the  engagement  at  Trenton  Station,  Tenn..  was 
taken  pri.-oner  by  Forrest's  Cavalry,  ainl  tor  about 
-e\'en  days  he  had  scarcely  any  food.  Shortly  af- 
terward, howexer,  he  was  paroled  and  escorted  to 
the  rnion  lines,  when  he  was  sent  to  Benton  Bar- 
racks. He  coneluiled  that  as  he  eonhl  not  light  for 
liir-  country  he  would  go  upon  a  \isil  to  his  friends, 
.  wliich  h<'  did  without  leave,  and  upon  re|iorting  for 
duty  the  following  May.  was  fined  about  $1-2."),  for 
hi-  ali,-ence,  which  was  at  least  an  imiirovement 
upon  being  .-hot  for  a  di'Serter,  although  he  had  by 
no  means  intended  to  desert.  He  was  retiu-ued  to 
hi-  regiment  in  Octolier  following,  when  near  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  and  mustered  out 
<pu  the  3d  of  Novembei-.  ISCJ.  receiving  his  hoinjr- 
able  diM'hargc. 

Mr.  iMarlin.  the  .-econd  Umr.  after  K'aving  the 
aiiiiy.  repaired  to  Marshall  County,  and  -pent  the 
wintci'  following  in  attending  school,  in  the  mean- 
tinn'  working  for  his  lioard  night  and  morning.  As 
the  s|iriug  op<'ued,  tlii'  war  still  being  in  jirogress, 
he  resolved  to  again  lieconie  a  .-(tidier,  and  enlisting 
Al.arch  2.  I  si:.'),  in  the  11th  Illinois  Cavalry,  con- 
tiuueil  with  Ills  comi)any  until  again  houoi-alily  dis- 
<-harucd  the  following  September.  Upon  returning 
to  illinoi-  he  purcha-ed  a  team  and  cros-ed  th<' 
.Mi^si— ippi  into  Kan-as  and  back.  He  had  expected 
to   locate    farther    west,    liut   changed  his  mind  and 
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com-liuk'd  there  was  iiu  better  place  than  the  Pniirie 
State,  of  which  he  lias  since  lieen  a  resi<lent. 

After  becoming- satisfied  th:it  lie  could  coiiifortalily 
iiinintaiii  a  family,  Mr.  Martin  was  united  iu  iiianiauv, 
Sept.  111.  iscs,  with  the  maiden  of  lii>  cliuice,  Miss 
IJachel  A.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  S.  and  Mary 
(Ilitchner)  Gilmaii.  They  first  began  housekeep- 
ing- ill  a  modest  home  where  they  at  jireseiit  reside, 
and  in  due  time  the  hou.seholil  was  eiiliu-g-e(l  liy  the 
liirth  of  nine  ciiildren :  Eugene  A',  was  born  May 
•2'.),  186!);  Harvey  Benjamin,  Oct.  -J,  1.S70:  Waller 
M.,  March  7,  1S72;  Linden  C,  July  3,  1.S74;  Will- 
iam Ferris,  May  (1.  1S77;  Lulu  Ma}',  April  «,  18711; 
Rachel  Iv,  Oct.  1,  I.SSO;  Charlotte  B.,  May  I'.i, 
1882;  and  Hope  Emma,  May  21,  1  S8."). 


4 


AXID  F.  SMITH.  The  tendency  nf  the 
vegetable  productions  of  nature  is  to  de- 
teriorate, and  particularly  is  this  so  in  the 
ca.se  of  fruit.  In  order  to  maintain  a  high 
standard  of  quality  in  apples,  peaches,  pears,  grapes 
and  other  fruits  which  enter  so  largely  into  the  con- 
sumption of  the  -world,  the  constant  attention  of 
man  is  recpiired  not  only  in  preijaring  the  soil  which 
is  to  nurture  them.  l)ut  in  grafting-  ami  interniing- 
ling-  the  varieties.  This  business  has  so  many  nice 
and  delicate  jioiiits  involved  in  it  that  much  intelli- 
gence and  C(jnstiiiit  study  are  required  t<.)  make  a 
success  of  horticulture,  and  to  be  a  competent  fiorti- 
eulturist  a  thorough  kiiowleilge  of  botany  is  re- 
quired. When  these  two  lines  of  business  are  com- 
bined and  carried  on  where  the  climatic  and  soil 
conditions  are  right  they  are  a  source  of  much  pleas- 
ure and  iirotit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  engaged  in  Horticult- 
ure and  horticulture  on  section  3,  Indian  (irove 
Township,  (me-half  mile  north  of  the  town  of  Fair- 
bury,  111.  He  was  born  on  the  21st  i>f  .T;uiuni-y, 
183.-J,  in  Perry  t'ouiity,  Ohio,  and  is  the  -on  <if 
George  and  Mary  (Fisher)  Smith,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  and  the  latter  of  Switzerland;  they  are 
both  living,  he  at  the  age  of  seventy -eight  years 
and  she  at  eighty.  This  venerable  coiqile  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  the  eldest  of  whom  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;    the  names  of  the  others  are: 

4*  ■ 


Sarah.  Lena.  Elizalielh.  Su>Mn,  E\i',  "cliccra  .-uid 
(ieorge  F.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  I'eter  Humliarger; 
Lena,  of  Isaac  Foucht;  Elizabeth,  of  Mr.  Schrider; 
Susan,  of  Charles  Pooriiian;  Eve.  of  Alfred  Mech- 
ling,  and  Eebecca,  of  Levi  Humbarger:  (U'orge  F. 
married  Sarah  King. 

On  the  2Gth  of  Sei)trmbei-,  18r,7,  Mr.  Smith  mar- 
ried Miss  Clan  Smith.  Our  >ubject'.-  a(ht>nt  into 
Illinois  was  on  the  18tliof  April,  1  SG.').  He  came 
alone  and  at  once  entered  into  the  nursery  business. 
His  place  consists  of  seven  .■ures  of  land  which  is 
well  planted  in  small  fruit  trees,  and  other  nursery 
stock,  and  "on  which  he  has  erected  two  tine  hot- 
houses, which  are  fifty  feet  in  length.  During  the 
time  he  has  lieen  in  business  he  has  built  up  an  ex- 
tensive trade  in  Livingston  and  ad_,oining-  counties, 
and  gained  an  enviable  reijutation  for  his  trees  and 
>hrubs  wherever  thej-  have  Vieen  introduced.  On 
this  small  farm  he  has  erected  one  of  the  finest 
dwelling-houses  in  the  count}',  and  in  its  siuTound- 
ings  Mr.  Smith  has  disj)layed  much  taste.  In  18.53 
he  met  with  an  unfortunate  accident,  losing  his 
right  hand  ]iy  the  explo>ion  of  a  gun.  In  political 
matters  he  votes  and  works  with  the  Democratic 
party,  but  under  no  circumstances  does  lie  permit 
l)olitical  matters  to  interfere  with  his  business  affairs. 

In  our  illustration  deiiartinent  we  present  a  view 
of  Mr.  SmithV  residence  and  surroundings. 

\Y(OHN  N.  CTrTIHHE.  While  it  is  not  one 
of  the  principles  of  our  Government  that 
the  State  shall  provide  food  or  raiment, 
home  or  money  for  its  citizens  who  are 
able  to  care  for  themselves,  without  a  return  on 
their  part  of  some  sort  of  an  equivalent,  there  are 
in  all  the  minor  branches  of  our  Government, 
systems  of  charity  and  benevolence,  maintained  by 
taxation,  whereby  the  indigent  of  all  ages  and 
nationalities  are  cared  for.  The  States  have  pro- 
vided asylums  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  blind  and 
feeble-minded,  and  hospitals  for  the  insane.  .The 
General  Government  has  founded  homes  (vhere 
those  who  h>st  their  health  or  their  limbs  in  the 
service  of  the  eonntry  m.aj-  spend  their  days  in 
comparative  comfort,  and  the  counties  of  the 
•^ 
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i^tates  have  provided  bouses  of  refuge  for  the  des- 
titute, who  may  have  no  claim  upon  either  tiie 
State  or  the  General  Government.  The  County 
Poor  Huu^e  is  not  a  palace  in  nuy  sense  of  the 
word,  but  under  the  systems  in  vogue  in  most  of 
the  counties  it  is  a  comfortable  hume  for  the  un- 
fortunate men  and  women  who  have  not  where  to 
lay  their  heads.  Nearly  all  the.se  houses  are  man- 
aged upon  humanitarian  systems,  and  are  in  the 
hands  of  people  of  true  benevolence.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Asylum  for  the  Poor  of  Livingston  County. 

Mr.  Guthrie  was  born  on  the  21st  of  Februarj', 
1828,  in  Fountain  County,  lud.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Jane  (Mclnt\re)  Guthiie,  the  former 
born  in  Rockbridge  County,  ^■a.,  in  1788,  and 
who  died,  at  the  age  of  eigiity-one  years,  in  Ep- 
pard's  Point  Township,  at  the  residence  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  AVhen  the  father  left  Virginia 
he  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  lived  until  181(!, 
and  then  removed  tn  Washington  County,  Ind., 
where  he  was  married  and  lived  until  about  ls27, 
ft^iUowing  farmin;;  .-ind  carpcnterinu.  lli>  wife's 
l)areuts  were  from  \"ii;iiiiia,  ami  t-nine  to  Iiiiliaua 
in  about  ISlC,  wIuti-  llu'  f:ithcr  died  when  he  was 
over  eighty  year>  of  ane.  The  names  of  Mv. 
Guthrie's  maternal  gnuKlpareiits  were  Koliert  and 
Sarah  Jlelntyre.  KobiTt  was  :i  Ri'presentative  in 
the  Legislature  from  Fountain  County,  Ind..  and 
was  a  Deputy  Sheiitf  for  several  years.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  bu>iness  qualifications  and  was  highly 
respected. 

To  the  parents  of  our  suli_,e(t  were  liorn  seven 
children — In<liana,  George  \V.,  Mary  J.,  Margaret, 
Robert  M.,  Catherine  and  John  Nelson.  Indiana 
was  bom  in  Washington  County,  Ind.,  and  married 
John  Jones,  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  they  had  one  boy,  Jo.se]ili  W.  Jones, 
now  a  lawyer  iu  Danville,  111.,  who  lias  served  as 
Suite's  Attorney  for  several  y<"iis:  Iniliaii;i  died 
ill  1850,  in  Fountain  County,  .■iml  Imt  luisliand  w;i.-, 
married  a  second  time  .ind  <liei|  soon  alter  in  Wis- 
consin. George  W.  «;i^  boin  iu  Washington 
Coiint\",  Ind.,  is  maiiied,  has  a  family  of  live  chil- 
ilren,  and  lives  in  F'ranklin  Coiintv,  111.:  Mary  J. 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Ind.,  and  died  in 
Fountain  County,  .it  the  age  of  seventeen:  Mar- 
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garet  was  born  in  Wasliington  County,  married 
Daniel  Brown,  and  died  in  18i;0,  in  Jasi)er  Countj', 
Ind.,  leaving  four  children:  Robert  M.  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  Ind.,  was  a  wagon-maker 
by  trade,  and  died  in  Fountain  County,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-live;  Catherine  was  first  married  to 
Pliili|i  Lickeuhons,  who  died  one  year  afterward: 
she  is  now  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Clark,  of 
Ci'dar  Comity,  Mo.,  and  has  a  family  of  seveii  chil- 
dren. 

The  siilijrrt  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  about  four- 
teen months  old,  and  he  lived  at  the  home  of  a  sis- 
ter until  he  was  old  enough  to  take  care  of  himself. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  jears,  on  the  r.)th  of 
September,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Ann  A  titer,  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Martha  (Marlatt)  Auter, 
natives  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Indiana  about  18.31, 
at  which  time  she  was  about  six  months  old.  Her 
parents  had  six  children — Harvey,  Peter,  John, 
Mary  J.,  Elizabeth,  and  Ann,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject. Of  these,  three  are  living:  Mary  J.,  the 
widow  of  Allison  Virden,  of  Pontiac;  Elizabeth, 
who  lives  in  Pontiac:  and  Peter,  who  lives  in 
Fountain  County,  Ind.  The  father  died  when 
Ann  was  a  child. 

Mr.  Guthrie  has  been  a  farmer  ever  since  lie  was 
eleven  years  of  age,  and  for  the  [last  year  and  a 
half  has  heeii  Superintendent  of  the  County  Poor 
Farm,  of  which  he  has  a  lease  for  three  years. 
His  management  of  this  fiinn  has  given  great  satis- 
faction to  the  peo]ilc  and  the  authorities.  He  has 
.served  in  an  ollicial  caiiacity  as  Trustee  and 
Assessor  of  the  township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guthrie  have  been  born  five 
children — Martha  J.,  Florence  A.,  Lillie,  Cora,  and 
one  who  died  before  lieing  named.  Martha  J.  was 
born  Seirt,  G,  l.s,jl,  and  acts  as  Matron  of  the 
asyluin.  She  was  married  to  William  Halsted,  of 
New  York,  who  i  ame  to  Illinois  when  quite  young 
mill  (lied  on  the  2."ith  of  August,  1878,  leaving 
one  child,  Florence  A.  Halsted;  Florence  A.  died 
in  infancy:  Lillie  was  born  Ajiril  14,  18(i.'3,  .-ind  is 
the  wife  of  Lewis  Thrasher;  she  is  a  tcai'her  by 
occupation.  Cora  niaiiied  George  AVooley.  and 
lix'cs  in  .\voc;i  Touiishi|i;  they  have  three  sous. 
The  wife  (if   .^L•.  ( ■  iitliric  dic(l   of    consumptiou  on 
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the  5th  of  March,  1887.  In  May,  18S6,  she  went 
on  a  visit  to  her  brother  in  Douglas  Connty,  and 
while  waiting  at  the  depot  was  exjiosed  to  the 
weather  and  eontracted  a  cold  which  resulted  in 
hei'  death. 

Mr.  Gnthrie  is  an  active  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist p4)iscopaI  Chnrch,  in  which  for  many  years 
he  has  served  as  Steward.  He  is  Democratic  in 
politics  and  takes  quite  an  active  part  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  township  and  county.  He  is  a  man 
of  excellent  liusiness  reputation,  which  is  justified 
by  his  record  in  this  county. 
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(SI  )>;ILLTAM  G.  MESSLER  is  the  junior  niem- 
\/jJ//  her  of  the  firm  of  Searing  &  Messier,  deal- 
WW  ei's  in  grain  and  agricultural  implements 
at  Chatsworlh,  and  is  numbered  among  the  enter- 
prising and  reliable  business  men  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  having  been  born  in  the 
town  of  Cuba,  Fulton  County',  on  the  14th  of  Oc- 
tober. 1849. 

Benjamin  W.  Messier,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  but  when  a 
young  man  he  moved  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  locat- 
ing near  the  city  of  Dayton,  where  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mary  E.  Cline,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  she  was  born  June  25,  1820.  Imme- 
diatel3'  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
loaded  their  household  goods  into  a  wagon  and 
started  westward,  and  after  a  weary  journey'  ar- 
rived in  Fulton  Count}',  ill.,  where  they  were  num- 
bered among  the  earl_y  pioneers.  The  father  at 
firstLengaged  in  merchandising  at  Farmington,  but 
a  few  years  later  located  on  a  farm,  whicli  he  soon 
after  left,  and  became  a  hotel-keeper  in  the  town  of 
Liverpool.  He  next  removed  to  Cuba,  near  which 
place  he  resided  and  followed  farming  for  several 
years,  meeting  with  marked  success.  He  continued 
in  this  occupation  until  1863,  when  on  account  of 
his  advanced  age,  he  moved  into  the  village,  where 
he  passed  his  remaining  years  in  retirement  from 
active  business,  and  died  in  the  year  1871,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-six.  Mrs.  Messier  is  still  living,  and  re- 
sides at  Cuba.  Their  family  consists  of  six  chil- 
dren :  Hannah,  the  wife   of   W.  H.   Heller,  resides 
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on  a  farm  adjoining  Cuba;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
H.  E.  Heiffner,  resides  in  Beardstown;  John  C. 
lives  near  Crete,  Neb. ;  William  G. ;  Benjamin  F. 
resides  in   Farmington,  and  George  F.  at  Havana. 

Mr.  Messier  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  received 
a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Cuba. 
When  about  twenty  j-ears  of  age  he  learned  teleg- 
raphy, and  was  cmjiloj-ed  as  operator  at  Canton, 
111.,  for  the  C,  B.  &  Q.  R.  R.  After  dis(4iarging 
his  duties  faithfully  for  three  years  for  this  com- 
pany, he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Toledo,  Peoria 
&  AVestern  Railroad  Company,  for  which  he  worked 
about  ten  years,  being  located  at  intervals  at  State 
Line,  Gridley  and  Chatsworth,  serving  as  operator 
and  Station  Agent.  In  1883  he  became  associated 
with  A.  B.  Searing  in  the  business  in  which  they 
.are  at  present  engaged. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1874,  Mr.  Messier  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  L.,  daughter 
of  Martin  F.  and  Mary  J.  Wright,  and  born  near 
Lewistown,  Fulton  Co.,  Ill,  Feb.  11,  1848.  They 
have  three  children — Bloice  N.,  Gertrude  Etta  and 
Alta  Bernice.  Politically,  Mr.  Messier  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  part}',  but  never  takes  any  in- 
terest more  than  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  citizen 
by  casting  his  vote.  Office-seeking  has  no  allure- 
ments for  him,  and  the  only  position  he  has  ever 
accepted  was  a  membership  in  the  Town  Council. 
He  is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
is  a  Knight  Templar,  and  for  three  years  served  as 
Master  of  Chatsworth  Lodge  No.  539.  The  firm 
to  which  he  belongs  is  a  very  reliable  one,  and  has 
large  transactions  with  the  people  of  Livingston 
Count}',  whose  confidence  it  enjoys  in  a  lai'ge 
measure. 

A  view  of  Messrs.  Searing  and  Messlcr's  elevator 
is  shown  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

EDWIN  G.  MITCHELL.  The  time  was  when 
a  farmer  was  simply  a  man  who  devoted  his 
;  time  to  putting  the  seed  in  the  ground,  and 
harvesting  the  crops  that  grew  therefrom  when 
ready  for  garnering;  but  during  the  past  few  years 
the  Illinois  farmer  has  discovered  that  there  are 
accessories  to  farming  that  pay  a  profit  which  fully 
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justifies  him  in  including  in  his  calling  that  of 
breeding  live  stock.  Some  stock-raisers  devote 
their  attention  to  raising  cattle  simply  for  the  food 
market-s,  while  others  with  higher  ambitions,  strive 
to  improve  the  strains  of  certain  breeds  of  horses 
and  cattle.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  a  parti- 
ality for  raising  fine  Belgian  horses  and  has  been 
quite  successful,  one  stallion  of  that  breed  in  his 
stables  pulling  the  beam  at  1,500  poun<ls,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  horses  in  all  Living- 
ston County.  In  horse  culture  Mr.  Mitchell  com- 
bines great  ambition  with  much  sagacity.  His  farm 
is  located  on  section  l!,  Belle  Prairie  Townsliip. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  born  in  Calhoun  County,  Mich., 
on  the  22d  of  January,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
George  W.  and  Clara  M.  ( Brainard)  Mitchell,  both 
of  whom  are  natives  of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occui^ation,  in  which  he 
met  with  much  success.  During  the  early  days  he 
was  a  Captain  in  the  State  Militia,  in  which  position 
he  served  for  many  years.  He  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan soon  after  his  marriage  in  1837,  and  died  in 
1849.  The  mother,  who  was  born  in  1818,  is  still 
living.  To  them  were  born  four  children — Melissa 
A.,  Edwin  G.,  Mj'ba  JL,  and  Clara  M.,  now  de- 
ceased. 

Our  subject  remained  at  Imme  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  devoting  his 
time  to  learning  the  rudiments  of  farm  work,  and 
obtaining  a  common-school  education.  In  1858 
he  moved  to  Marshall  County,  Kan.  where  he  re- 
maine<l  two  years  and  thence  went  to  Burlington, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  when  he 
came  to  Illinois,  in  which  State  he  has  since  resided. 

In  1874  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces Travis,  daughter  of  Martin  M.  and  Eliza 
(Thompson)  Travis,  both  natives  of  Tennessee. 
She  was  born  on  the  13th  of  June,  1854,  and  is  the 
mother  of  three  children — Zelpah,  Martin  E.  and 
Clayton.  Mr.  Mitchell  owns  a  farm  of  sixty-five 
acres,  which  is  thoroughly  tile  drained  and  highly 
cultivated.  He  lives  in  a  model  lesidence,  which  is 
a  credit  to  him. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  are  members  in  good 
;-tanding  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  take  unusual 
interest  in  church  affairs.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  Republican  part}',  to  which  he  gives 


willing  and  ready  allegiance,  on  all  occasions  de- 
fending its  principles,  and  votes  for  its  nominees. 
At  the  present  time  he  is  School  Director,  and 
takes  great  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
schools  of  his  township,  and  to  education  in  general. 


ANIEL  McCOY,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
on  section  33,  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
jest-cultivated  and  improved  farms  in 
Reading  Township.  It  consists  of  160 
acres  of  fine  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
Mr.  McCoy  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  on 
the  23d  of  October,  1834.  He  is  the  soii  of  John 
and  Tacy  (Slaughter)  McCo}',  natives  of  Virginia. 
The  father  died  on  the  8th  of  September,  1879, 
and  the  mother  in  June,  1843.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve 
jears  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
He  and  his  father  Joseph  were  the  first  settlers  in 
the  southeastern  portion  of  Ohio. 

Daniel  McCoy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  one 
of  a  family  of  nine  children  as  follows:  Henrj', 
Millie,  Lucinda,  Elizabeth,  Eliza,  Penn}'  Ann,  Mary 
Ann,  Daniel  and  Molona.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
until  1862,  when  he  came  to  Livingston  County 
and  located  where  he  now  resides.  In  1869  he  re- 
moved to  Missouri,  but  after  living  there  about 
four  months,  returned  and  occupied  the  same  farm 
and  house  from  which  he  had  removed. 

On  the  4th  of  January.  1855,  Mr.  McCoj'  was 
married  to  Isabelle  McGrew,  who  was  born  on  the 
27th  of  November,  1827,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Mary  McGrew,  natives  of  Penns^dva- 
nia.  Her  parents  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
whose  names  are,  Eliza,  Mary,  Margaret,  Is.abelle, 
Finlej',  Lucinda,  Nathan,  Sarah  and  George.  To 
Daniel  McCoy  and  wife  four  children  have  been 
born — William,  John  Finley,  Sarah  Maria  and  Tacy 
Bell.  William  was  born  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1855,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months  and 
eighteen  days;  John  Finley  was  born  IMarch  8, 
1857,  married  Elizabeth  Blacklidge,  and  had  one 
child,  now  deceased;  he  is  a  lawyer  and  resides 
in  Kansas  Cit3\     Sarah  Maria   was  born  Dec.   13, 
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1860,  and  attended  the  Normal  Schuol  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Ind.,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  the 
teachers'  course,  in  1 884 ;  Tacy  Bell  was  born  D(^c. 
27,  1864,  and  attended  the  same  school,  bein.u' 
graduated  in  the  scientific  and  classical  departments 
in  1886.  Both  of  these  daughters  are  now  at  home 
with  their  parents. 

Besides  general  farming,  J\Ir.  McCoy  makes  a 
specialty  of  fine  horses  and  other  stock.  He  is  at 
present  the  owner  of  two  Abdallah  horses,  and  a 
grade  of  Norman  strains  in  others.  He  has  earned 
considerable  reputation  as  a  stockman,  and  in  all 
the  affairs  of  the  township  he  is  considered  a  lead- 
ing as  well  as  a  representative  man. 


'iflACOB  STREAMER,  proprietor  of  the  fine 
store  of  drugs  and  varieties  located  on  Mad- 
ison street,  Pontiac,  came  to  Illinois  in  April, 
1844,  settling  first  at  Magnolia,  Putnam 
County,  where  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  med- 
icine. Six  years  later  he  removed  to  Reading,  this 
county,  and  became  book-keeper  in  a  store  of  gen- 
eral merchandise.  On  the  22d  of  May,  1852,  he 
came  to  Pontiac,  when  nothing  but  the  name  sug- 
gested a  town,  for  there  were  but  seven  persons  in 
the  place.  He,  however,  engaged  a  room  in  one  of 
the  new  buildings  which  iiad  been  put  up,  and  be- 
gan the  tailoring  business  which  he  had  learned 
in  his  youth.  In  connection  with  this  he  put 
in  a  stock  of  drugs,  and  to  eke  out  a  slender 
income,  carried  the  mail  in  his  hat  and  was  digni- 
fied by  the  name  of  Postmaster  in  connection  with 
J.  P.  Garner.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  he 
has  been  the  witness  of  many  and  great  changes 
since  that  time,  and  has  been  no  unimportant  fac- 
tor in  the  growth  and  development  of  this  part  of 
Livingston  County.  He  served  twelve  years  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Pontiac  Township,  and  has 
been  largely  identified  with  those  enterprises  tend- 
ing to  the  moral  and  intellectual  advancement  of 
the  people.  Considering  the  fact  that  he  came  to 
this  section  of  country  with  a  cash  capital  of  $15, 
and  that  now  he  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  property,  it 
I  is  hardly  neeessarj'  to  say  that  he  has  been  diligent 
in  business  and  judicious  in  his  investments. 
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Mr.  Streamer  was  born  in  WilliMnisburg,  Blair 
Co.,  Pa.,  Feb.  8,  1818.  His  parents  were  Chris- 
tover  and  Elizabeth  (KnefHer)  Streamer,  natives 
respectively  of  Germany  and  Pennsylvania.  Cliris- 
tover  Streamer  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young 
man,  settling  first  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  tailor.  He  was  born  July  7, 
1779,  and  died  in  Williamsburg  Aug.  11,  1849. 
The  mother  was  born  Jan  30,  1792,  and  died  Dec. 
2,  187;!.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely :  Jacob,  our 
subject;  Mary,  Martiia,  Christover,  George  and 
Francis.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
was  Dr.  Francis  Streamer,  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  first  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  whence  he  afterward  removed 
to  Williamsburg,  where  he  remained  through  life. 
The  maternal  grandfather  was  Dr.  Jacob  Kneffler, 
a  native  of  Germany,  who  after  coming  to  the 
United  States  also  located  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  where 
he  followed  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Jacob  Streamer  attended  school  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  and  then  employed  himself  in  the 
tailor  shop  of  his  father.  His  tastes,  however,  in- 
clined otherwise,  and  he  spent  considerable  time 
among  the  medical  works  in  the  office  of  a  physi- 
cian. He  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of  diseases 
and  their  remedies,  and  became  admirably  qualified 
as  a  dealer  in  drugs  and  medicine.  He  also  availed 
himself  of  the  works  of  the  best  authors  of  the  pres- 
ent daj%  and  one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of 
his  present  home  is  a  librar}'  for  which  he  has  re- 
fused $5,000. 

The  marriage  of  Jacob  Streamer  and  Miss  Salina 
Sturnian  took  place  at  the  h(jme  of  the  bride  in 
Pontiac,  April  14,  1853.  Mrs.  Streamer  was  born 
in  Virginia  Oct.  3,  1831,  whence  her  jjarents  re- 
moved to  Ohio  when  she  was  but  a  babe,  and  after- 
ward came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Rook's  Creek 
Township.  They  are  now  deceased.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Streamer  have  been  born  four  children,  all 
living:  Joseph  is  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Mary  E., 
of  Pontiac;  Frances  M.  and  Hattie  E.,  of  Boulder, 
Col.  Mr.  Streamer  was  born  and  reared  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  adhered  loj'ally  to  first  principles. 
Socially,  he  belongs  to  the   I.  O.  O.  F.     He  is  a 
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public-spirited  citizen,  and  nothing  pleases  him 
better  than  to  note  the  progress  and  advancement 
of  the  town  whicli  was  liardly  a  liandet  even  when 
he  came  hero.  He  donated  the  lot  upon  which  to 
huild  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  noted 
for  his  iiosi)it-:dity  and  kindness  of  heart.  He  has 
been  the  especial  friend  of  the  poor  and  needy,  to 
whom  he  deals  out  the  remedies  for  their  physical 
ills  without  money  ami  without  price. 

-»-*<H-ijf-<sJ:{4^:ijf$S>-t^-»-       * 

HCHIBALD  McMULLEN.  One  of  the 
W/Ul  men  who  are  entitled  to  credit  for  trans- 
forming Chatsworth  Township  from  an  ex- 
panse of  raw  prairie  to  a  township  com- 
l>osed  of  highlj-  cultivated  farms,  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  became  a  resident  of  Livingston 
County  In  1868,  locating  on  section  31.  He  is  a 
native  of  Canada  West,  where  he  was  born  Jan.  7, 
183ti.  His  father,  Archibald  MciMullen,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  possessed  all  the  peculiar  traits  of 
that  splendid  people,  and  his  mother,  Jane  (Boyd) 
McMullen,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The 
parents  were  married  in  Canada,  and  resided  there 
during  their  entire  lives.  The  father  was  killed  by 
the  fall  of  a  tree  In  1844,  and  the  mother  died  in 
1852.  The3'  were  the  parents  of  five  children. 
three  of  whom  are  living:  iMary  Jane,  Mrs.  John 
Karsting;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Robert  Baggs,  and  Archibald. 

Our  subject  resided  in  Canada  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  when  he  crossed  over  the  line  to  find 
ii  future  home  in  the  United  States.  Journeying 
west  he  first  stopped  at  Ottawa,  LaSalle  Co.,  HI.. 
where  he  secured  employment  first  as  a  farm  hand, 
and  then  in  rafting  for  three  months  on  the  Missis- 
sippi River.  He  subsequently  rented  land  and 
farmed  on  his  own  account  for  sis  years.  In  1808 
he  came  to  Livingston  County,  and  first  rented 
land  near  the  village  of  Forest,  where  he  remained 
until  1870,  when  he  settled  in  Chatsvvorth  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  resided.  The  farm  which 
he  owns  and  cultivates  contains  1 1!0  acres,  which 
was  raw  ]>rMirie  when  he  took  possession  of  it,  not 
a  plowshare  ever  having  been  sunk  in  it,  and  now 
is  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  the  county. 

In  the  iiionlh  of  .March,  1  «(;r,,  Mr.  McMullen  was 


married  to  Louisa  llarman,  who  was  born  in  France 
Nov.  7,  1  840,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ade- 
laide (Obrey)  Harman,  who  with  their  farail}'  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1850,  and  became  settlers 
of  LaSalle  County.  She  has  one  sister  and  three 
brothers — John,  Amil,  Joseph  and  Kate.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  JIcMulleu  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  one 
vt  whom,  Lizzie,  died  in  infancy,  the  nine  living 
being:  George,  Ella,  John,  Addie,  Louisa,  Jennie, 
Josie,  Stella  May  and  Ethie  Vera  Arzelle.  Mr. 
McMullen  votes  and  acts  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  discharged  efficiently  the  duties  of  School 
Director.  He  and  his  family  are  attached  to  the 
Presb3'terian  Church,  of  which  they  are  worthy 
members. 
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EORGE  B.  DURKEE  is  one  of  the  many 
excellent  farmers  and  stock- raisers  of  Read- 
ing Township,  whose  home  is  pleasantly'  lo- 
cated on  section  27.  He  is  a  native  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  was  born  on  the  29th  of  March, 
1837,  in  Tioga  County,  and  is  the  son  of  George 
W.  and  Linda  (Swartwood)  Durkee,  the  father  be- 
ing a  native  of  Vermont,  who  was  born  in  1806 
and  died  in  18Gl'.  The  mother  was  a  native  4)f  New 
York,  lioni  ill  ISIO,  and  died  there  Feb.  0,  18S1. 
The  father  was  ;i  (■:iri)cntcr,  which  trade  he  followed 
nearly  all  his  life,  both  in  his  native  State  and  in  the 
State  of  Vii-ghiia,  to  which  he  i-('ino\(Ml  in  isi>8. 
He  was  married  in  the  year  1832.  and  became  the 
father  of  live  children,  whose  names  are:  Mary 
Durkee,  boin  July  14,  1834,  married  A.  P.  Gordon, 
a  carpenter  liy  trade,  has  six  children  and  now  re- 
sides in  California;  George  B.,  our  subject;  John, 
born  Oct.  10,  1839,  has  followed  various  (x^cnpa- 
tions,  and  resides  in  New  York;  Charles  A.,  born 
Sept.  14,  1842,  married  EUie  Kinney,  has  a  family 
of  three  children,  and  resides  in  Virginia,  where  he 
is  a  farmer  and  merchant;  Frank  E.,  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1848,  married  Warren  Knapp,  a  merchant, 
has  two  children ;  and  resides  in  Waverly,  N.  Y. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  resided  at  home  until 
about  twenty-three  years  of  age,  during  which  time 
he  received  a  good  common-school  education.  On 
the   Oth   of   April,    1860,  he  was  married  to  Carrie 
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Poyer,  a  native  of  New  York,  who  was  born  Dee. 
17,  1838.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Sarali  Poyer.  By  this  marriage  tliere  were  born 
the  following-named  children:  George  M.,  liorn 
June  21,  1862,  at  Little  Roclc,  Ark.,  who  was  ;t 
soldier  in  the  regular  army,  his  term  of  service  ex- 
piring in  October,  1887;  Fred  C,  born  June  21, 
1868;  Annie,  born  Oct.  10,  1873,  ;uk1  Linda,  born 
June  8,  1877. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Durkee,  our  subject's  fiist  wife,  died 
on  the  6th  of  April,  1880,  and  on  the  30th  of  Au- 
gust, 1881,  Mr.  Durkee  was  again  married,  to  Mrs. 
Emma  (Fillingham)  Rien,  the  widow  of  J.  W.  Rien, 
wlio  died  Aug.  28,  1877.  By  her  first  marriage 
she  was  the  mother  of  one  child,  who  died  in  in- 
fanc3^  Mrs.  Emma  Durkee  is  the  daughter  of  Levi 
and  Eliza  (Savage)  Fillingham.  Ilor  father  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  September,  1817,  and  her 
mother  was  born  April  20,  1818,  and  died  April 
20,  1886.  They  were  both  natives  of  England  and 
came  to  America  in  the  3'ear  1847.  Thej'  were 
the  parents  of  the  children  whose  record  is  as  fol- 
lows: Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  married  Miles  Corkin, 
has  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  resides  in  Liv- 
ingston County ;  Esther,  who  married  Orris  Barto, 
.  has  a  family  of  three  children,  and  resides  at  Colfax, 
III. ;  Phoebe  married  John  Collins,  a  drayman  bj' 
occupation,  has  a  family  of  five  children,  and  re- 
sides in  Colfax,  III;  P^dmund  L.  married  Hadusa 
Maxwell,  h.as  a  family  of  four  children,  and  resides 
in  Woodford  County,  111.;  Mary  A.,  born  Feb. 
8,  1857,  married  Henry  Zinck,  a  farmer  b}' occu- 
p.ition,  has  a  family  of  nine  children,  and  resides  in 
Nebraska;  Emma,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  born 
June  16,  1853;  Naomi  Jane,  born  Oct.  15,  1855, 
married  James  Blacl^,  a  farmer  and  carpenter,  h<i.s 
one  child,  and  resides  in  Nebraska;  Annie  M.,  born 
May  28,  1857,  married  John  Black,  a  carpenter  and 
poultry  dealer,  has  two  children,  and  resides  in  Eu- 
reka, 111.;  and  two  brothers  now  deceased. 

Our  subject  owns  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Pontiac 
Township,  which  is  under  good  cultivation,  and  is 
well  improved,  containing  a  good  house,  commodi- 
ous barns  and  a  fine  orchard.  This  farm  is  located 
on  section  3,  in  the  above-named  township,  but  the 
farm  which  Mr.  Durkee  cultivates  consists  of  a 
^  '   quarter  section   of    land    near    Ancona,    Reading 
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Township.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  first- 
class  farmer,  and  conducts  his  business  systemati- 
cally. Politically  he  h.as  identified  himself  for 
sevei'al  years  with  the  Greenback  party,  and  is  an 
earnest  and   intelligent  advocate  of  its  doctrines. 


!kM  ILO  M.  MILLER,  of  Chatsworth  Tovni- 
ship,  is  of  New  England  birth  and  parent- 
is age,  and  migrated  to  the  West  when  a 
young  man,  in  1855.  Eight  j'ears  later  he 
became  a  resident  of  this  county,  where  he  has 
since  remained,  and  is  numbered  among  its  most 
valuable  and  enterprising  citizens.  He  is  the  owner 
of  a  good  farm  propert3'  located  on  section  17, 
and  also  carries  on  the  manufacture  of  brooms. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Adams,  Berkshire  Co., 
Mass.,  where  he  began  life  Nov.  15,  1830.  His 
father,  Caleb  Miller,  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
whence  he  removed  during  his  early  manhood  to 
Adams,  Mass.  He  there  met  and  married  Miss 
Nancy  Mitchell,  a  native  of  his  own  State.  They 
located  on  a  farm  near  the  town  of  Adams,  Mass., 
where  they  became  highly  esteemed  citizens  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  They  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years. 

Milo  Miller  was  the  youngest  of  his  parents'  fam- 
ily, .and  in  common  with  his  brothers  and  sisters 
received  the  advantages  of  tlie  Adams  schools.  He 
remained  a  member  of  his  father's  household  until 
a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  and  then  commenced  for 
himself  by  working  for  his  brother-in-law.  He  con- 
tinued with  him  about  four  years,  and  in  October, 
1849,  migrated  to  East  Whitley,  and  securing  a 
position  in  a  broom  manufactory,  served  a  tliorough 
apprenticeship,  and  afterward  worked  as  ajournej'- 
man  in  Hatfield.  In  the  spring  of  1851,  becoming 
wearied  of  the  monotony  of  his  trade  he  boarded 
a  vvhaling-vessel  from  Provincetown,  and  in  his 
subsequent  voyages  passed  through  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  visited  the  Bermudas  and  the  coast  of 
Africa.  His  vessel  was  principally  engaged  in  the 
capture  of  sperm  whales,  which  only  frequent  trop- 
ical waters.  After  a  six  months'  cruise  they  re- 
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turned  to  the  New  England  coast,  and  young  Mil- 
ler at  the  first  opportunitY  engaged  himself  to  the 
commander  of  a  merchant  vet^sel.  They  did  not 
sail,  however,  until  the  following  January,  and  set 
out  for  Apalaehicola,  Fla..  with  a  cargo  of  ice, 
and  returned  to  Baltimore  with  a  load  of  cotton. 
He  next  shipped  on  a  vessel  bound  for  New  Or- 
leans. The  sea  still  possessed  for  him  a  wonderful 
fascination,  and  after  the  completion  of  this  voyage 
he  entered  the  United  States  Navy  on  the  28th  of 
Max.  and  started  with  the  Perry  expedition  for 
Japan.  When  they  reached  Norfolk,  Va.,  our  hero 
was  transferred  to  another  vessel  bound  for  tlie 
Mediterranean.  He  was  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  change  and  continued  in  the  naval  service  three 
years,  visiting  all  the  principal  ports  of  that  sea. 
He  found  himself  once  more  on  the  New  Englnnd 
coast  in  the  spring-  of  1855.  and  landed  in  Phihidel- 
phia  May  17. 

Mr.  Miller  now  concluded  he  would  try  terra  firnia 
for  a  time.  He  accordingly  cast  aside  his  sailor's 
suit,  and  donning  the  outfit  of  a  landsman  set  out 
for  the  West.  Upon  arriving  in  Chicago  he  con- 
tinued there  during  the  winter  of  ISSo-SCJ  engaged 
at  his  old  trade,  the  manufacture  of  brooms.  In 
the  spring,  feeling  a  little  homesick  he  returned 
East,  and  in  the  fall  of  1856  came  back  to  Illi- 
nois and  took  up  his  location  at  Marengo,  McHenry 
Countv.  He  there  followed  his  trade  and  at  the 
same  time  formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Kate 
L.  Eathbun,  who  became  his  wedded  wife  on  the 
4th  of  June,  1857. 

Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  New  York  State,  Aug. 
7,  1834,  and  removed  with  her  parents  when  a 
child  first  to  Michigan  and  later  to  Illinois.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Sceurman) 
Rathbun.  natives  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey 
respectively.  The  mother  is  now  deceased;  the 
father  still  lives  in  Chicago,  111.  Our  subject  and 
wife  began  life  together  in  a  modest  dwelling  at 
Marengo,  where  they  continued  until  185!),  and 
then  Mr.  Miller  concluded  to  try  Chicago  once 
more.  He,  however,  spent  but  one  winter  there 
engaged  at  his  trade.  .  We  next  find  liim  in  the 
citj'  of  Detroit,  where  he  continued  with  his  family 
until  March,  18C3,  and  then  came  to  Fairlniry,  of 
which  he  was  a  resident  seven  years. 


Mr.  Miller  by  a  course  of  industry  and  economj-,. 
in  which  he  was  ably  assisted  by  his  excellent  wife 
and  helpmeet,  had  saved  a  little  sum  of  monej' 
which  he  now  wisely  concluded  to  invest  in  real 
estate.  Accordingly  in  the  spring  of  1870  he  pur- 
chased a  small  tract  of  land,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  gave  all  his  spare  time  and  attention,  and 
in  the  meantime  prosecuted  his  trade.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  snug  farm  of  eighty  acres,  with  a 
neat  and  substantial  dwelling  and  the  various  con- 
venient out-buildings  required  fur  his  comfort  and 
the  profitable  management  of  his  farm. 

The  household  circle  of  our  subject  and  his  wife 
was  completed  iiy  the  birth  of  four  children, 
namely:  Alice  B.,  who  was  born  March  10,  1858; 
Rrenton  L.,  Nov.  15, 1861  ;Sj'-lvia  M.,  April  1, 1871 ; 
and  Cora  M.,  who  was  born  Jan.  20,  1868,  and 
died  March  30,  1872.  Mr.  Miller  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fi-eraont,  and  since 
that  day  has  continued  a  Republican  of  the  first 
water.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent citizens  of  his  community,  always  interested 
in  its  advancement  and  welfare,  and  has  served  as 
Road  Commissioner  and  School  Director.  Sociallj' 
he  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  belonging  to  Chatsworth  Lodge  No.  539. 


ER.  BURT,  a  leading  farmer  of  Forest  Town- 
ship, located  ou  section  17,  is  a  native  of 
?  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  and  was  born  on 
the  14th  of  January,  184G.  He  is  the  son  of  Jo- 
seph E.  and  Harriet  M.  (Hodskins)  Burt,  natives  of 
Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  respectively.  The 
mother  died  on  the  26th  of  October,  1  860,  and  the 
father  on  the  31st  of  Jul3',  1879.  The  latter  was 
engaged  in  farming  during  his  life.  He  arrived  in 
Illinois  on  the  27th  of  November,  1856,  and  first 
located  at  Brimfield,  Peoria  Count}',  where  he 
bought  eighty  .acres  to  which  he  afterward  added 
eighty  more.  On  this  place  he  followed  general 
farming  and  stock-raising  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  Republican  and  took  an  active  part  in  political 
affairs.  He  was  the  father  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: E.  Roscoe,  Clifford  AV.,  Laura  H.,  Eva 
L.,  Charles  H.,  Cora  A.,  Abbie  U.  and  Alta  E.     C. 
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W.  was  married  to  a  Miss  Alice  Hiines,  and  he  lo- 
cated in  Brimfleld  Township,  Peovia  County,  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  died  in  1876,  leaving  a  wife 
and  two  children,  named  Maud  and  Philip,  both  of 
whom  are  in  New  York  State  with  their  mother. 
Laura  H.  died  in  Peoria  County  at  the  age  of 
twenty-seven  3'ears;  Eva  L.  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  was  married  a  second  time,  to  Mrs.  Himes, 
and  by  this  union  there  was  one  child,  named 
above,  Alta  E.,  who  died  of  typhoid  fever  in  1876, 
aged  fourteen  years.  On  the  father's  side  the  an- 
cestors were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  :it  home  un- 
til he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  assisting  at 
work  upon  the  farm  and  attending  school  nine 
months  in  the  3'ear.  Upon  leaving  home  he  rented 
a  farm  in  Forest  Township  for  one  year  of  Thomas 
Weeks,  next  of  C.  C.  Bartlett,  on  which  he  re- 
mained for  three  years,  after  which  he  rented  a 
farm  on  section  20,  which  he  occupied  and  tended 
for  one  year.  Dec.  23,  1871,  Mr.  Burt  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Jennie  (Stuckey)  Howard,  daughter 
of  Edward  and  Margaret  (Gillett)  Stuckey.  The 
father  died  about  1864,  and  one  year  later  the 
mother  died.  They  were  farmers  and  became 
residents  of  McLean  Connty  in  1858.  The}'  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  named  as  follows: 
George,  Daniel,  James,  Charles,  Adolphus,  Mary 
Ann,  Job,  Walter,  Jennie,  Arthur,  Thomas  and  An- 
nie. Job  and  Walter  died  while  serving  in  the  Union 
army,  and  James  died  after  coming  back  from  the 
army.  Four  brothers  enlisted  in  the  52d  Illinois 
Infantry  on  the  17th  of  September,  1861,  and  re- 
enlisted  as  veterans  at  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  on  the  25th 
of  December,  1863.  E.  R.  Burt,  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  146th  Illinois 
Infantry,  on  the  26th  of  August,  1864,  and  was 
discharged  on  the  8th  of  July,  1865,  at  Springfield, 
because  of  the  close  of  the  war.  A  number  of  men 
enlisted  in  his  company  had  been  in  the  army 
bef«re  and  were  experienced  soldiers. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burt  have  been  born  three 
children:  Eva  J.,  Sept.  29,  1872 ;  Mabel  H.,  Oct. 
18,  1874,  and  Walter  A.,  Feb.  23,  1877.  Mr. 
Burt  has  been  Collector  of  Forest  Township  for 
one  year,  and  is  at  present  School  Director  of  Dis- 
trict No.  4,  which  office  he  has  held  for  fifteen 
4t 


years.  Mrs.  Burt  has  been  married  twice,  her  first 
husband  being  Philip  Howard,  with  whom  she  was 
united  in  marriage  in  1868.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  a 
Republican  in  politics.  One  child  was  born  to 
them,  on  Nov.  23,  1869,  named  Lola  L.  Mr. 
Howard  died  in  February,  1 870. 

^/AMES  MADDEN  is  a  man  whose  residence 
in  Livingston  began  at  a  time  when  neigh- 
bors lived  from  thirty  to  fortj'  miles  apart, 
(^^//  and  the  nearest  mill  and  market  for  the 
farm  products  were  fifty  miles  distant.  He  has 
witnessed  the  wonderful  growth  of  one  of  the  re- 
markable counties  of  Illinois  from  its  birth  to  its 
full  manhood.  He  now  resides  on  section  5,  South 
Sullivan  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Madden  was  born  in  Ohio  County,  Va.,  near 
the  city  of  Wheeling,  Oct.  28,  1828.  He  was  the 
elder  of  two  children  born  to  John  and  Nancy 
(Tolan)  Madden,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  Henry  and  Nancj' 
Madden,  natives  of  Ireland.  The  Tolans  on  the 
maternal  side  were  of  German  descent.  Grand- 
father Madden  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
army.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  stonema- 
son b)'  trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  during  the  cholera  epi- 
demic in  1832,  of  which  he  was  among  the  first 
victims.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he 
was  very  young. 

Our  subject  lived  at  Wheeling,  Va.,  until  he  was 
about  seven  years  old,  and  in  the  year  1835,  in 
company  with  James  Kain,  with  whom  he  resided 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  went  to  Put- 
nam Count}',  111.,  and  located  at  Columbia,  now 
known  as  Lacon,  Marshall  County.  They  went 
down  the  Ohio  River  on  a  steamer  that  became  dis- 
abled, which  compelled  them  to  re-ship  on  the 
steamboat  Argos,  which  was  bound  for  St.  Louis. 
At  that  city  they  transferred  to  the  boat  Compan- 
ion, on  which  they  proceeded  to  Lacon.  Jlr.  Mad- 
den remained  at  that  place  until  1852.  During  the 
first  twenty  years  of  his  life  he  engaged  at  farm 
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labor,  and  in  that  time  cleared  out  nearly  300  acres 
of  timbered  land ;  in  the  meantime  he  attended  the 
common  schools  as  much  as  possible,  and  gained  a 
fair  education.  At  the  age  of  twent}'  he  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  at  which  he  worked  for 
cue  year. 

On  the  lilth  of  November,  1851,  Mr.  Madden 
was  married  to  Susan  Hush,  daughter  of  .John  and 
Elizabeth  (Cutwright)  Hush.  She  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  on  the  2 4th  of  Ma}',  1831  ;  her  paternal 
grandparents  were  Pringles,  natives  of  Mrginia. 
Immediately  after  marriage  Mr.  Madden  and  his 
Avife  moved  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  had 
entered  120  acres  of  wild  prairie  laud  on  section 
18.  At  the  time  of  settling  on  this  farm  the 
nearest  neighbor  was  one  Mazou,  twenty-three 
miles  north,  and  the  next  was  forty  miles  east.  The 
nearest  market  place  was  Pontiac,  and  many  times 
he  had  to  travel  fifty  miles  to  mill.  He  began  the 
improvement  of  eighty'  acres  of  the  laud,  and  in 
18.52  built  a  log  house,  in  which  the  family  lived 
until  1864.  Mr.  Madden  then  sold  his  farm,  and 
bought  120  acres  on  section  8  and  fort}'  acres  on 
section  5,  town  27,  range  8.  This  farm,  which  was 
partially  improved,  he  sold  at  the  end  of  one  year 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  160  acres  on  section  5, 
upon  which  he  now  lives.  His  present  farm  has 
been  verj'  much  improved,  and  contains  three 
dwelling-houses,  in  one  of  which  Mr.  Madden  and 
his  family  reside.  He  lias  stocked  his  farm  with 
high  grades  of  Durham  cattle  and  Norman  horses. 

During  his  residence  in  Livingston  County  Mr. 
Madden  has  filled  many  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. In  1861  he  was  the  enrolling  officer 
for  the  Government,  and  the  military  draft  which 
wa>  made  during  the  latter  years  of  the  war  was  from 
ills  enrollment.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  politics, 
and  acts  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  held 
all  of  the  various  township  offices,  being  Assessor 
twenty-two  years,  Justice  of  the  Peace  twenty  years, 
and  .School  i^irector  for  thirty-three  years,  which 
latter  office  he  holds  at  the  present  time.  He  is 
now  serving  his  twenty-second  year  as  Commis- 
sioner of  Highways.  He  has  always  held  an  im- 
portant relation  to  t\n'  schools  of  the  townshiii,  and 
wa.s  one  of  the  aetivi-  men  in  the  organization  of 
the  school  district.      I)nrin<i  his   olficial    career    he 


has  helped  to  build  several  school-houses  in  .Sulli- 
van and  Pleasant  Ridge  Townships.  He  was  the 
first  Congressional  Township  Clerk  of  Saunemin 
Township,  which  was  sulisequcntly  divided  into 
Saunemin,  Sullivan,  Pleasant  Hidge  and  Charlotte 
T(_)wnships. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  iMadden  have  lieeu  born  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living — George  W.,  Cas- 
sius  M.,  Laura  E.,  James  C,  Stella  R.  and  Carrie 
L.  George  W.  is  in  the  grain  business,  and  is 
railroad  agent  at  Charlotte;  Cassius  is  married,  and 
is  farming  on  the  old  homestead;  Laura,  Mrs.  J. 
H.  P^ellows,  resides  near  by  on  section  7 ;  James  C. 
is  on  the  old  homestead;  Stella  R.,  now  Mrs.  Up- 
hoff,  resides  on  section  0,  Charlotte  Township,  and 
Carrie  L.  is  still  at  home.  Mr.  Madden  has  given 
all  his  children  good  opportunities  for  securing  an 
education,  which  they  have  availed  themselves  of 
to  the  fullest  extent.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  and 
whatever  he  has  of  this  world's  goods  was  secured 
through  his  own  efforts,  hard  work  and  good  man- 
agement. He  began  his  life  without  capital  or  the 
backing  of  friends,  and  has  made  the  fight  alone, 
excepting  that  he  has  been  ably  seconded  through 
his  entire  career  bj'  the  unselfish  efforts  of  liis  ex- 
cellent wife. 
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OSEPH  MIES,  proprietor  of  400  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  .Saunemin  Township,  has 
been  in  possession  of  iiis  present  homestead 
(]^^  on  section  3  since  the  spring  of  1869.  He 
is  largely  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  from  a 
modest  beginning  in  life  has  accunndated  quite  a 
fortune,  for  which  he  is  indelited  alone  to  his  own 
industry  and  perseverance. 

Central  Illinois  has  been  largely  settled  by  the 
thrifty  and  enterprising  German  nationality,  who 
possessed  the  stiu-dy  resolution  so  essential  to  the 
development  of  a  new  country.  Our  subject  was 
born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  Feli.  14,  1834,  and 
is  the  son  of  Godfried  and  Elizabeth  (Shutz)  Mies, 
natives  of  the  same  Province  as  their  son.  The 
latter  received  a  good  education  in  his  native  lan- 
guage, and  spent  his  early  years  on  the  farm  of  his 
fatlier   who  carried  on  agiicniture  in  a  small  way 
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and  lived  the  quiet  and  unostentatious  life  of  an 
lionest  man  and  a  good  I'itizen.  Joseph  remained 
a  member  of  the  jwrental  household  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  in  the  spring  of  1854  repaired  to 
Antwerp  and  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  bound 
foi'  Amerien.  After  an  ocean  voyage  of  forty- 
seven  days  he  landed  in  New  Yorli  City,  and  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  Mieiiigan,  where  he  remained 
until  the  follovving  year.  He  came  to  this  State  in 
1855,  locating  first  in  LaSalle  County  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  respond  to  the  call  for  troops  to 
preserve  intact  his  adopted  country,  enlisting  on 
the  10th  of  September  in  Company  C,  2d  Califor- 
nia \\)lunteers,  and  was  assigned  to  guard  duty 
principally  along  the  Pacific  coast.  He  was  thus 
occupied  until  in  December,  1864,  and  his  term  of 
enlistment  having  expired,  he  received  his  honora- 
ble discharge  and  was  mustered  out. 

Mr.  Mies  upon  retiring  from  the  army  located 
in  Omaha.  He  was  boss  carpenter  on  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  and  built  all  the  water  tanks  along 
that  line.  On  the  4th  of  February,  1867,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ennenbach.  They  be- 
gan housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  at  Omaha, 
where  our  subject  engaged  in  farming,  and  from 
which  they  removed  in  1869  to  their  present  home- 
stead. In  due  time  their  household  was  enlarged 
by  the  l)irth  of  nine  children,  of  whom  eight  are 
living,  namely:  AVilliam  E.,  Henry  J.,  John  C., 
Frank  P.,  George  G.,  Jacob  B.,  Anna  E.  and  Joseph 
A.  One  died  unmarried.  The  children  are  receiv- 
ing all  tln'  advantages  which  education  and  ani])le 
nic:in>  c:in  liestow,  liesides  careful  home  tiaiuing 
from  wi>e  and  judicious  parents.  Mr.  .^lies  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  German  Catholic  Church, 
and  after  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen,  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  p:u1y,  who.-c  princii)les 
he  has  since  ui)held  with  all  the  earnestness  of  his 
eharactei:.  Socially  be  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  at 
Saunemiu,  and  has  always  been  jileased  to  encourage 
by  his  means  and  influence  whatevei'  project  was 
inaugurated  for  the  benefit  of  the  connnunity 
art)und  him. 

The  wife  of  our  suliject  i>  a  native  of  Prussia 
and  was  born  in  July,  1^47.  Her  parents,  Jacol) 
and  Anna  M.  Einienbach,  were  natives  of  the  same 
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place,  whence  they  immigrated  to  America  in  1 847, 
and  located  in  LaSalle  County,  this  State,  during 
its  early  settlement.  Their  family  included  eight 
children,  of  whom  six  sur\ive,  namely:  Theresa, 
Catherine,  Henry,  Elizabeth,  William  and  Frank. 
Mrs.  Mies  was  reared  in  the  same  religious  faith  as 
her  husband  and  like  him  continues  a  member  of 
the  German  Catholic  Church.  The  Mies  estate  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  Saunemiu  Township,  and  as  the 
result  (.)f  the  labors  f)f  the  self-made  man.  is  highly 
creditable  to  the  youth  who  landed  in  America 
with  scarcely  money  enough  to  pay  foi- a  night's 
lodsiing. 
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OHAKLES  \VIJ.SO^,  now  engaged   in  farm- 
,  ing  and  stock-raising  on  section  23,  Waldo 
Township,   was   born   in    Bloomington,  111., 

Dec.  4,  1 S60.  He  is  the  son  of  John  A.  and  Electa 
A.  (Holcomb)  Wilson,  and  is  the  fourth  child  in  a' 
family  of  ten,  as  follows:  John  A..  Jr.,  born 
Dec.  13,  1855,  is  inunarried  and  lives  in  Saline 
County,  Kan.;  Catherine,  born  May  12,  1867,  mar- 
ried David  Wilson,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in 
McLean  County,  111. ;  Annie,  Mrs.  Martin  Wilson, 
was  liorn  Sept.  14.  1859,  has  three  children,  and 
lives  in  Missouri:  Charles  is  our  subject;  Mary, 
born  Dec.  22,  1861,  lives  with  her  father  in  Bloom- 
ington, 111.;  she  is  a  short-hand  reporter,  and  writes 
for  Ewing  &  Phillips,  attorneys-at-law,  of  Blooming- 
ton.  Leila  died  at  the  age  of  three  3'ears;  Julia, 
born  July  4,  1865.  is  a  teacher  in  McLean  County; 
Ma.  born  March  1,  1868;  William,  Mareli  26.  1869. 
Albert  died  in  infancy. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
Feb.  5,  1828,  and  his  mother  was  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  Sept.  24,  1833.  They  both  moved 
to  Bloomington,  111.,  where  tliey  became  acquainted, 
and  were  married  near  that  city  Sept.  5,  1854. 
They  reside  in  Bloomington,  111.,  at  the  present 
time.  Alexander  Wilson,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1800. 
He  moved  to  Kentucky  where  he  married  Eliza- 
beth Doroth}',  and  in  ls,")4  came  to  Illinois,  where 
his  son  had  already  located,  and  died  in  1875.  Our 
subject's  matern.-d   grandfather,   Birdsy   Holcomb, 
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was  born  in  Connecticut,  Jan.  30,  1807,  and  moved 
to  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  whence  he  came  to 
Bloomington,  111.,  where  he  died  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  Nov.  23.  1886. 

Charles  Wilson  w.is  reared  on  a  farm  until  about 
twelve  years  of  age.  when  his  father  discontinued 
farming  and  eng.aged  in  the  real-estate  liusiness  in 
Normal,  III.  Here  our  subject  lived  until  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  attending  the  public  schools,  until 
he  received  a  good  common-school  education.  At 
the  age  of  ninete'jn  years  he  made  a  trip  to  Kansas 
for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  some  lands  whii-h 
his  father  owned  in  that  State.  While  there  he 
purchased  IGO  acres  of  land  and  remained  one  sum- 
mer. After  returning  to  Illinois,  he  engaged  in 
teaming  in  Normal  and  Bloomington  for  about 
three  years. 

On  the  20th  of  .June,  1883,  Mr.  AVilson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Polly  A.  Clayton,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Connor  of  the  Christian  Church,  of  Normal,  111., 
being  the  officiating  clergym.<in.  Mrs.  Wilson  was 
born  in  Orange  County,  Ind..  Dec.  7.  1862.  and 
was  the  youngest  child  in  a  family  of  nine.  Her 
father  died  when  she  was  one  and  a  half  years  of 
age,  while  her  mother  died  in  1879,  and  in  1880 
she  came  with  her  cousin  to  Edgar  County,  111., 
where  she  remained  with  an  uncle  for  about  two 
years.  Her  uncle  afterward  moved  to  Normal,  and 
it  was  here  that  she  became  acquainted  with  the 
gentleman  who  is  now  her  husband.  Of  the  broth- 
ers and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Wilson  there  are  four  living: 
Christian  J.,  a  Union  soldier  during  the  war,  is  now 
married,  has  seven  children,  and  lives  in  Indiana; 
Matilda.  Mis.  William  Lee,  has  two  children,  and 
lives  in  Indiana;  Elijah  is  married,  has  one  child, 
and  lives  in  Indiana;  IMartha  S.  lives  in  Gridley, 
111. 

After  Mr.  Wilson's  marriage,  he  lived  on  a  farm, 
where  he  engaged  in  work  by  the  month  for  about 
two  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1886  he  moved  upon 
the  farm  of  George  Ayres,  of  Gridley,  where  he 
DOW  resides.  To  him  and  his  wife  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  liright  little  boy  named  Frank  C.  whose 
birth  occurred  July  30,  1884.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a 
member  of  the  l>emocratic  party,  and  comes  <if 
Democratic  stock  on  his  father's  side.  His  mother 
i-  of  liepublicaii  (larentage.      He  is  an  active  nieni- 


l)er  of  the  Christian  Church,  .and  for  a  man  of  his 
age  has  obtained  a  creditable  position  and  standing 
among  the  men  of  that  section  of  the  county,  while 
the  future  evidently  has  a  bright  prospect  for  him. 


M/  UCIAN  BULLAKD,  Postmaster,  Notary 
I  (@  Public,  and  otherwise  a  ijrominent  and  act- 
■j^\  ive  citizen  of  Forest,  is  a  native  of  St.  Law- 
rence County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  Oct.  31, 
1831.  In  the  fall  of  1S44  he  came  with  his  father's 
family  to  Bureau  County,  111.,  the  entire  distance 
lieing  made  in  a  w.agon  and  occupying  thirtj'  days. 
The  parents  of  our  subject,  Luther  and  Sally  M. 
(Lee)  Bullard,  were  natives  of  Vermont,  where  the 
father  was  born  Feb.  1,  1797,  and  the  mother  Dec. 
1,  1810.  They  were  married  in  Fowler,  N.  Y., 
April  la,  1827,  and  became  the  parents  of  seven 
iliildien.  After  their  removal  to  Illinois  the  fam- 
ily were  stricken  with  typhoid  fever,  from  which 
the  father  died  Nov.  25,  1847,  while  a  son,  Chessel- 
ton,  had  died  twentj'  days  before  the  decease  of  his 
father,  Nov.  5,  1847.  The  other  children  were 
named  respectively:  Lueian,  our  subject;  Lockhart, 
Bar.ak;  Delsena,  the  wife  of  D.  C.  Igou;  011a,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Morenus.  The  mother  sur- 
vived her  husband  nearly  thirty-eight  years,  her 
death  taking  place  at  Forest,  April  10,  1886.  from 
paralj'sis. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Lucian  Bullard  and 
the  famil}'  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  frtmi  the 
Government  at  §1.25  per  acre.  This  our  subject 
labored  upon  during  his  younger  years,  remaining 
with  his  mother's  family  until  1852.  Hitherto  his 
education  had  been  extremely  limited,  and  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  more  book  knowledge  he  entered 
the  academy  at  (iranville.  111.,  and  afterward  took 
up  a  course  of  stud3^  in  the  preparatory  department 
of  Knox  College,  at  that  time  under  the  Presidency- 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Blauchard,  later  of  Wheaton  College. 
Young  Bullard  the  following  year,  after  a  time 
sjjent  as  a  teacher,  took  up  the  study  of  medicine 
at  \'ictoiia,  Knox  County,  which,  after  prosecuting 
for  a  term  of  nine  months  he  was  obliged  to  aban- 
don on  account  of  ill-health.  He  retired  to  the 
farm  for  a  time,  but  unwilling  to  relinquish  his  idea 
of  becoming  a  membei-  of   the  medical   profession, 
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returned  to  his  studies,  which  to  his  great  disap- 
pointment he  was  compelled  to  give  up  a  second 
tiiiie  for  the  same  reason  as  before. 

Mr.  BuUard  next  engaged  at  cabinet-making-  for 
three  yeai'S,  and  then  returned  to  the  farm.  In 
ISG-l  he  disposed  of  his  laud  in  Bureau  County  and 
the  year  following  came  to  Livingston  County,  and 
purchased  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  34,  in 
what  was  then  township  27.  In  186(5  he  took  up 
his  abode  in  the  village  of  Forest,  where  he  soon 
became  prominently  interested  in  local  affairs.  In 
1  870  he  was  made  Notary  Public,  receiving  his  com- 
mission from  Ciov.  John  M.  Palmer,  and  still  holds 
the  office.  He  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  party.  In  1875  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  under  the  administration  of  Gen.  Grant, 
and  lias  been  continued  in  the  office  since  that  time, 
no  change  having  been  made  during  the  general 
hegira  of  Republican  office-holders  upon  the  incom- 
ing of  the  Democratic  administration.  Mr.  Bullard, 
in  connection  with  his  official  duties,  to  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  give  his  entire  attention,  keeps  a 
full  line  of  books,  periodicals,  stationery,  notions 
and  wall-paper,  and  enjoj^s  a  profitable  trade.  He 
represented  Forest  Township  in  the  Count}'  Board 
of  Supervisors  one  year,  officiated  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  three  years,  as  Town  Clerk  one  year.  Assessor 
fifteen  years,  and  has  been  Township  Treasurer  for 
the  past  twelve  years. 

The  course  of  Mr.  Bullard  has  been  steadilj'  uji- 
ward  from  the  beginning,  anil  in  1872  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  Eighteenth  District  in  the 
Twenty-eighth  Cieneral  Assembly  of  the  Illinois 
Legislature.  In  this  body  he  served  acceptably 
and  with  good  judgment  uijon  various  important 
committees.  His  life  has  been  stirring  and  active, 
and  his  natural  industry  has  led  him  to  find  his 
greatest  pleasure  in  emiiloj'ing  his  mind  and  hands 
at  something  Avliich  should  be  of  benefit  not  onlj-  to 
himself  but  to  the  world  arounil  him. 

The  marriage  of  Lucian  Bullard  and  Miss  Lizzie 
Clement,  of  Bureau  County,  was  celebrated  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1861.  Mis.  Bullard  is  the 
daughter  of  Gilbert  and  Lucy  Ann  Clement,  who 
came  from  Vermont  to  Lamoille,  111.,  in  1836,  and 
is  the  eldest  of  ten  children,  eight  girls  and  two 
boys.     She  is  a  lady  of  much  intelligence,  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  an  enthusi- 
MStic  worker  in  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  Four  years  ago 
she  was  chosen  Treasurer  of  the  Ninth  District, 
embracing  the  counties  of  Woodford,  Marshall, 
Livingston,  Iroquois  and  Kankakee,  in  which  office 
she  is  still  retained.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bullard  are  the 
l)arents  of  two  children — Nettie  and  Nerva.  The 
former  is  the  wife  of  Howard  P.  Smith,  and  an  ac- 
complished teacher  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music ; 
Nerva  is  a  graduate  of  the  Forest  High  School,  and 
at  present  is  the  main  assistant  of  her  father  in  the 
post-office.  Mr.  Bullard  is  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  Knight 
Templar,  being  also  for  a  pei-iod  of  five  years  Mas- 
ter of  Forest  Lodge. 

Our  subject  came  near  being  a  victim  of  the  ter- 
rible wreck  of  the  Niagara  excursion  train  on  the 
Toledo,  Peoria  &  Western  Railroad  on  the  night  of 
Aug.  10,  1887.  He  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life, 
being  terribly  bruised  about  the  chest  and  shoul- 
ders, and  disabled  for  months  afterward.  The 
scenes  of  that  dreadful  catastrophe  will  never  be 
effaced  from  his  meinoiy,  and  form  an  experience 
which  comparatively  few  men  have  passed  through. 


[^  ENRY  WENDEL  is  well  known  throughout 
Pleasant  Ridge  Townshi])  as  one  of  its 
youngest  and  most  enterprising  farmers. 
Although  but  thirty-four  years  of  age  he 
has  a  fine  start  in  life  and  a  valuable  property,  in- 
cluding 480  acres,  which  is  under  a  thorough  state 
of  cultivation,  drained  with  9,000  rods  of  tile,  and 
exceedinglj'  productive.  The  farm  buildings  are 
of  the  most  sui>stantial  description,  and  everything 
about  the  well-kept  premises  indicates  the  industry 
and  standing  of  the  proprietor,  as  will  be  seen  by 
an  examination  of  the  view  which  is  presented  on 
an  adjoining  page  as  a  fitting  adjunct  to  this  sketch. 
Aside  from  general  farming  he  is  largely  engaged 
in  stock-raising,  buying  and  shipping  annually  large 
numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs.  He  came  to  this 
county  in  1875,  and  at  once  established  himself  on 
his  present  homestead,  where  he  has  effected 
marked  improvements  since  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session. 

Mr.    VVendel    was    lioni    in    Bure;iii  County,  this 
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State,  Sept.  li.  1853.  ami  is  the  son  of  Frederick 
and  Margaret  (Druckenprol)  Weiulel,  natives  of 
Germany,  born  in  the  Province  of  Bavaria,  and  the 
representatives  of  old  and  excellent  families.  The}- 
crossed  tlio  Atlantic  in  1 847,  and  coming  to  the 
West  located  in  Bnrean  C'onnt^-,  where  the  mother 
died  in  |8iU.  The  father  is  still  living,  and  con- 
tinues a  small  farm  nhich  he  ojicrates  near  Men- 
dota.  La.Salle  Co..  111.,  although  he  is  practically 
retired  from  active  labor. 

Mr.  Wendel  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Bureau 
County,  where  he  attended  the  district  school  and 
pa^sed  his  boyhood  and  youth.  In  1876,  the  year 
after  coming  to  this  county,  and  after  having  se- 
lected his  future  location  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Fauber,  who  was  also  born  in  Bureau 
County.  July  31,  18.")I.  Her  parents,  John  and 
Elizal)eth  (Rechdenbaugh)  Fauber,  were  natives  of 
(iermauyand  of  German  ancestry.  The  young  peo- 
ple commenced  life  together  under  the  roof  which 
still  shelters  them,  and  have  become  the  happ3'  par- 
ents of  three  children — Fred  E.,  Lillj-  D.  andHarry 
J.  G.  .Mr.  Wendel  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon 
matters  of  gener.al  interest,  and  uniformly  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Republican  part3'.  There  seems  to 
be  no  limit  to  his  industry,  and  witli  his  fine  con- 
stitution and  exc-ellent  health  there  is  scarcely  a 
question  that  he  will  become  one  of  the  most  piom- 
inent  citizens  of  Central  Illinois.  In  his  agricult- 
ural operations  he  avails  himself  of  modern  meth- 
ods and  the  latest  improved  machinery.  The  cattle 
upon  the  farm  are  supplied  with  water  from  two 
wind-pumps,  the  fluid  coming  from  a  fine  under- 
ground spring  whicii  never  fails.  The  farm  is  finely 
located,  inid  invarialjly  attracts  tlio  nttention  <jf  the 
[KL-sing  traveler  as  forming  one  of  tlie  most  desira- 
I'le  liomesteads  in  the  southern  |i:irl  uf  Livingston 
Countj-. 

^1  ONN  .NASKK.  A  good  volunteer  soldier 
ll  generally  makes  a  good  citizen.  A  man  who 
^  I  ha.-  served  tliree  or  four  j'ears  in  defense  of 
'^^'  I'J"*  I'nion  in  tlic  late  war,  doing  his  duty 
<-r,ii.cientioii»ly,  lias  learned  many  things  which  aid 
ill  lemijeringhini  to  the  conditions  of  life  afterward. 


Being  disciplined  as  a  soldier,  he  is  capable  of  clis- 
ciplining  himself  in  such  manner  as  to  make  the  ills 
of  life  less  rugged  and  more  easily  borne.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  has  an  enviable  war  record, 
which  it  is  our  pleasure  to  give  somewhat  in  detail 
in  this  notice.  Mr.  Naser  is  a  farmer,  stock-raiser 
and  mechanic,  whose  farm  is  located  on  section  IG, 
in  Rook's  Creek  Township.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Barbara  (Clump)  Naser,  and  was  born  in  Ma- 
rion Township,  Hocking  Co.,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1841.  His  father  died  of  Asiatic  cholera 
when  our  subject  was  about  six  years  old,  and  his 
mother's  death  had  taken  place  three  years  previ- 
ously. He  was  reared  on  a  farm  by  his  uncle, 
Matthias  Walters,  where  his  opportunities  for  edu- 
cation in  the  common  school  were  very  limited, 
though  he  received  some  instruction  in  a  private 
school,  conducted  under  the  auspices  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church.  Our  subject  formerly  spelled 
his  name  "Nauser,"  but  in  1870,  by  correspond- 
ence with  relatives,  found  that  the  correct  way  was 
as  it  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  Mr.  Naser  entered  into 
a  contract  with  E.  P.  Jackson  to  learn  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter.  At  this  occupation  he  w.as  engaged 
when  the  first  call  for  volunteers  was  issued  by 
President  Lincoln,  and  he  responded  at  once  by 
enlisting  in  the  three  months'  service  in  Company 
A,  17th  Ohio  Infantry,  on  the  6th  of  April,  18()1. 
After  serving  three  months  Mr.  Naser  re-enlisted 
for  three  years,  this  time  in  the  61st  Ohio  Infantry, 
but  was  transferred  to  the  rt8tli  Ohio  Infantry.  Dur- 
ing his  service  in  the  army  he  participated  in  the 
following  skirmishes  and  battles:  Ft.  Donelson, 
Shiloh,  Milliken's  Bend,  llaynes'  Bluff,  Greenville, 
Bolivar  Landing,  Ft.  Morgan  and  Arkansas  Post.  He 
was  also  detached  for  duty  on  the  United  States  gun- 
boat '"Pittsburg,"  on  which  he  was  in  action  at 
Rolling  Forks,  and  while  running  the  blockades 
,'it  Vicksburg,  Grand  Gulf,  Ft.  Beauregard  and 
Simsport.  He  rejoined  his  regiment  on  the  12th 
of  October,  1863,  at  Vicksburg.  On  account  of 
disability  received  during  service  at  Arkansas  Post 
he  was  sent  to  the  Marine  Hospital  at  St.  Louis, 
and  was  then  stationed  at  the  Transportation  Bar- 
racks, where  he  vvas  Assistant  t^)uartermaster,  and 
IkuI   chai'ue    of    Die    accounts    of  the   iilficers   with 
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the  Government,  remaining  there  until  August, 
1804,  when  he  rejuined  his  regiment,  which  was 
doing  provpst  duty  at  Vicksburg,  and  remained 
with  it  luitil  it  was  mustered  out  of  the  service 
Jan.  8,  18(!5.  receiving  an  honorable  discharge,  and 
complimentary'  mention  from  his  Captain.  He  bore 
the  rank  of  Corporal.  After  his  return  to  Ohio  he 
worked  on  a  farm  by  the  month. 

Oi)  the  12th  of  October,  1865,  Mr.  Naser  was 
married  to  Caroline  Good,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Sarah  (Gaster)  Good,  of  Fairfield  County,  Ohio. 
He  then  worked  at  a  portable  sawmill  for  about 
two  years,  during  which  time  the  eldest  child,  Mary 
M.,  was  born,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1 8G6.  In  1 867  he 
moved  to  Livingston  C<iunty,  111.,  where  he  bought 
1'20  acres  of  land  on  section  10,  in  Rook's  Creek 
Township,  forty  acres  of  which  he  afterward  sold. 
While  living  here  the  second  child,  Laura  Ida,  was 
born,  on  the  14th  of  December,  1867.  In  the  fall 
of  1868  Mr.  Naser  sold  his  farm,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1869  moved  back  to  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
foui'  years,  devoting  a  part  of  his  time  to  work  at 
his  trade.  While  living  in  Ohio  his  third  child, 
Annie  Floi'ida,  was  born,  on  the  25th  of  Maj-,  1869. 
and  the  fourth  child,  John  Henry,  on  the  5th  of 
February,  1871.  In  November,  1872,  Mr.  Naser 
moved  back  to  Illinois  to  the  same  farm  he  had 
previously  owned,  where  his  remaining  children 
were  born:  Laman  Monroe,  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1873;  Seth  Beadress,  on  the  19tii  of  December, 
1875;  Rosina  Caroline,  Feb.  5,  1877;  Lillie  Doro- 
thea, Oct.  17,  1879;  and  Jessie  May,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1886. 

Mr.  Naser  has  added  to  his  farm  from  time  to 
time  until  it  now  contains  160  acres,  on  which  he 
erected  a  good  house.  A  portion  of  it  has  been 
tile  drained,  which  has  added  very  materially  to  its 
productiveness.  In  addition  to  cultivating  his  farm 
he  devotes  considerable  time  to  carpentering.  He 
is  ver}'  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  is  very  zealous 
in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  educational  interests 
of  his  township,  serving  eight  years  as  Director  of 
the  schools.  He  has  also  been  very  active  in  pro- 
moting the  cause  of  Christianity,  and  has  labored 
for  the  advancement  of  the  Sunday-school.  He  has 
alwajsbeeii  a  Repul)lican  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln. 


Mr.  Naser's  parents,  born  in  Germany — the 
father  in  Wnrteml)erg,  and  the  mother  in  Baden — 
came  to  this  country  when  children,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  Ohio.  Mr.  Naser  had  one  half-brother, 
Christopher  Clump,  who  died  leaving  six  children, 
in  Shelby  County,  111.;  and  one  sister,  Rosina,  who 
has  been  married  twice,  first  to  Marcus  Schwartz, 
by  whom  she  had  two  children,  who  live  at  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio;  and  second  to  Henry  Schwartz, 
brother  of  Marcus,  by  whom  she  had  six  children. 
Mi-s.  Naser's  mother  was  of  German  descent; 
her  father's  ancestors  originally  c^ame  from  Virginia. 
She  is  the  third  child  in  a  family  of  six,  as  follows: 
Anna  Eliza,  married,  and  has  a  large  family,  living 
in  Ohio;  Mary,  married,  has  six  children,  and  lives 
in  Indiana;  Caroline,  wife  of  our  subject;  Jacob, 
married,  has  five  children,  and  lives  in  Ohio;  John, 
married,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Indiana; 
.Samuel  Thomas,  married,  has  one  child,  and  lives 
in  Ohio.  The  mother  died  in  1804,  and  the  father 
married  again.  By  this  marriage  there  were  four 
children — Amanda    J.,   Henrv    D.,  Lavinii  K.  and 
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^  ICIIAEL  MORRIS,  located  on  section  2S, 
in  Forest  Township,  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  22,  1843.  He  came 
to  the  West  when  a  young  man  eighteen 
years  of  age,  locating  at  once  in  Belle  Prairie  Town- 
ship on  the  extreme  southern  line  of  this  county. 
He  was  here  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  a  .year,  and 
the  late  Civil  War  being  then  in  progress  he  finally 
decided  to  enter  the  service,  and  enlisted  Sept.  7, 
1802,  in  Company  E,  129th  Illinois  Infantry. 

Mr.  Morris  was  mustered  into  service  as  a  Union 
soldier  at  Fairbury,  and  marched  with  his  comrades 
to  the  scene  of  conflict,  thereafter  engaging  in 
many  of  the  important  battles  of  the  wai',  namelj', 
Resaca,  Dallas,  Peachtree  Creek,  and  othm-  points 
in  the  South  and  Southeast.  At  Atlanta  he  joined 
the  army  of  (len.  Sherman  and  was  one  of  those 
who  participated  in  the  famous  march  to  the  sea. 
He  afterward  went  np  through  the  Carolinas,  being 
at  Raleigh  when  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  took 
place  at  Appomattox.  From  there  the  regiment 
marched  to  Richmond  and   thence  to  Washington, 
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where  Mr.  Morris  was  given  an  huni>r:ible  discharge, 
and  soon  afterward  set  his  face  westward,  return- 
ing to  his  old  haunts  in  Belle  Prairie,  and  engaging 
in  farming  as  before  for  a  period  of  five  years.  He 
purchased  land  on  sectinn  .)•_'.  and  has  now  UiO 
acres  under  a  high  sU\te  of  cultivation.  Tiiis  he 
titilizes  mostly  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  includ- 
ing blooik'd  Durham  cattle,  Norman  horses  and 
Poland-China  swine.  He  has  eflfected  fine  impiove- 
nicnts,  the  beautiful  homestead  being  the  admira- 
tion of  the  country  around. 

Our  subject  h.as  an  inteiesting  family,  inehidinga 
wife  and  four  children.  The  former  was.  in  her 
girlhood.  Miss  Nancy  Jane  Bradshaw,  who  was  hvvn 
in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  Oct.  ■>-2,  1.S4S.  Her 
jMrents  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  re- 
sjjectively.  and  are  now  living  in  Fairlmry.  111.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  four  cliildnn,  all  living, 
namely:  Thomas  Sherman.  Mary  Alice,  Flora  May 
and  Edward  Carl;  they  are  all  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Morris  bears  the  rei)utation  of  a  lib- 
end  ami  public-spirited  citizen,  and  uniformly 
casts  his  Vote  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  community,  and  for 
the  last  three  years  has  officiated  as  School  Director. 
Mr.  Morris  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Post  No. 
7.'),  Fairbury,  111. 
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j«s^  TKPHEN  TUOXC,  one  nf  the  most  exten- 
■^^^  sive  land-iiwners  of  Livingston  Count}', 
iH/\H)  possesses  a  model  farm  which  he  built  u)) 
from  the  uncultivated  soil,  and  where  he 
has  established  one  of  the  most  valii.alile  and  at- 
tnictive  homesteads  in  Avoca  Township.  His  ca- 
reer has  been  distinguishe<l  by  industry,  good  judg- 
ment :ind  intelligence,  and  he  has  always  seemed 
to  do  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time  and  in  the 
right  place. 

The  eai'ly  home  (^f  our  .-nhjeel  was  on  the  otlii'r 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  I'rovincc  »{  Kur-He.-<seii, 
(iermany.  where  his  birth  took  place  July  21,  1842, 
at  the  modest  home  of  his  parents,  Alexander  and 
Catherine  fLudwig)  Tronc.  The  fath(;r  was  of 
l''rencli  birth  and  anee.-try.  and  lln-   ninlher  nf  Gei-- 


Mian.  Ste[ihen  Tronc  is  a  direct  descendant  of  a 
I'rench  llngenot  family,  and  is  the  oul^'  son  of  his 
parent>.  Ho  was  reared  in  his  native  Province  un- 
til a  youth  nineteen  years  old,  and  then  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  making  the  voyage,  which  occupied  six 
weeks,  on  a  sailing-vessel  from  Bremen.  He  landed 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  whence  he  started  directly 
westward,  and  took  up  his  abode  for  a  short  time 
in  .La Salle  County,  this  State,  in  September,  1860. 
The  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  had  necessitated  an 
urgent  call  for  troops,  and  he  was  thus  enabled  to 
most  clearly  signalize  his  intention  of  becoming  an 
American  citizen  by  enlisting  in  the  defense  of  the 
prineiiiles  which  the  majority  of  Americans  hold 
most  dear.  He  enlisted  in  Company  I,  1  Ith  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  marching  with  his  comrades  to 
the  scene  of  conflict,  engaged  in  >ome  of  the  most 
important  battles  of  the  war.  After  jjartieipating 
in  the  engagements  at  Fts.  Henry  and  Donelson, 
they  moved  upon  Shiloh,  and  in  the  encounter 
with  the  rebels  there  Mr.  Tronc  was  wounded  in 
both  legs,  which  necessitated  his  removal  to  the 
hospital.  He  was  not  content  to  remain  long  in 
confinement,  however,  and  by  the  very  force  of  his 
will  in  a  short  time  recovered  so  that  he  rejoined 
his  regiment,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  being 
present  at  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg.  He 
subsequently  escajied  injury,  although  meeting  the 
enemy  in  several  minor  engagements  and  skirmishes. 
After  a  service  of  a  little  over  thi'ee  years  he  re- 
ceived his  final  discharge  and  was  mustered  out  in 
Sei>tember,  1864.  He  then  returned  to  Illinois,  and 
in  1868  located  near  Forest,  in  this  county,  whence 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm  on  section  2.  The 
extensive  tract  of  land  which  is  the  property  of  Mr. 
Tronc  lies  in  Owego  and  Avoca  Townships,  and 
embraces  one  of  the  most  fertile  tr.acts  in  Central 
Illinois.  It  is  h.'U'dly  necessary  to  state  that  its 
prcsenf  condition  has  been  effected  by  continuous 
.■mil  niilinms  labor,  which  has  been  richly  rewarded. 
,-is  I  he  pi'o|)erty  is  now  very  valuable. 

Ml-.  Tronc  took  for  his  wife  one  of  his  own  coun- 
try-\\(jmcii,  namely,  Miss  Helena  I*'redcrick,  to 
"lioni  he  was  mairied  Oct.  16,  1864,  at  the  home 
of  the  liride  in  Bureau  County.  .lohn  Frederick, 
the  r.ither  of  Mrs.  Tronc,  was  a  native  of  the  .same 
Province  as  Mr.  Tronc      He  die<l  in  April,  188 
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Of  this  union  there  were  born  ten  children,  of 
wlioni  two,  Otilla  and  Rosa  S.,  died  in  early  child- 
hood. Those  surviving  are  Frederick  A.,  Henry 
A.,  Eh'za  M.,  Emma  E.,  Lena  S.,  Birdie  A.,  Katie 
L.  and  Stephen  W.  Most  nf  tliese  are  at  lK)nie 
with  their  parents.  Mr.  Tniuc  having  been  reared 
in  a  country  which  coni|iels  its  youth  to  be  edu- 
cated, is  naturally  in  favor  of  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  schools,  and  in  giving  the  young 
those  advantages  to  which  they  are  entitled.  He 
has  served  as  Director  in  his  district  for  many  years, 
and  is  a  citizen  who  is  among  the  first  to  be  con- 
sulted upon  matters  tending  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people  around  him.  He  has  served  as  Road 
Commissioner  of  Avoea  fonr  years,  and  religiouslj" 
is  identified  with  the  Evangelical  Association. 
Upon  becoming  a  voting  citizen  he  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  Republicans  with  whom  he  has  since 
affiliated,  and  is  a  member  of  Pontiac  Post,  G.  A.  R. 

-^>> o«Kj.-eciJv></@-<»*o AB- 
USES W.  MOULTON,  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  on  section  3fi,  Pleasant 
Ridge  Township,  was  born  in  Lyman 
Township,  Grafton  Co.,  N.  H.,  on  the  6tli 
of  Jannary,  1837.  He  is  the  son  of  Gabriel  G.  and 
Sophia  P.  (AValker)  Moulton,  both  natives  of  that 
State.  The  mother  died  about  thirty-seven  years 
ago,  and  the  father  is  now  a  retired  farmer,  and  still 
lives  in  New  Hampshire  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
j'ears.  The  paternal  grandfather,  .Jt)nathan,  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  died  in  1848  or  1841)  at 
the  age  of  eighty -nine  years.  He  was  one  of  seven 
brothers,  all  of  whom  except  one  lived  to  be  from 
seventy  to  ninety-three  years  old.  The  Moult(jn 
family  has  alwaj's  been  noted  for  its  longevity.  For 
man}'  generatioiLS  back  they  have  been  farmers  by 
occnjjation  and  their  origin  was  Scotch-Irish. 

Mr.  Moulton  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  oli- 
tained  his  education  in  the  common  sch(iol>  with  a 
short  term  at  an  academy.  Before  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  began  to  teach  school,  and  continued 
in  that  occupation  for  twelve  years.  In  18o8  he 
came  West  and  located  at  Bloomington,  111.,  where 
he  continued  to  teach  school  imtil  18(17.  except 
llncc   years  spent   iii   the   army;    in    the    meantime 


he  came  to  this  county,  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  raw  prairie  land,  which  he  has  now  in  an  advanced 
state  of  cultivation. 

In  August,  1862,  Mr.  Moulton  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  '.)4th  Illinois  Infantry,  as  a  pri\atc.  but 
when  the  oi'ganization  of  the  company  wa>  effected 
he  was  appointed  Corpoial.  and  iluring  hi>  service 
was  promoted  to  a  Sergeantcy.  During  the  tinu^  of 
his  enlistment  the  legiment  to  which  Mr.  Moulton 
belonged  experienced  some  hard  service,  endured 
man}-  hardships  and  particip.ated  in  se\-ei-al  veiy 
destructive  engagements.  Mr.  Moulton  was  at  the 
capture  of  Vicksliurg  on  the  4th  of  July,  186.3,  and 
also  at  the  capture  of  Spanish  Fort,  near  Mobile,  at 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  and  Paseagoula.  Miss.  During 
the  time  he  was  in  the  army  he  received  no  wound, 
but  had  a  severe  spell  of  typhoid  fever,  and  contracted 
a  disease  which  compelled  him  t(j  remain  for  some 
time  in  a  private  house  under  the  care  of  physicians. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  the  1st  of 
August,  186.5,  after  campaigning  for  three  j'ears. 
Upon  his  return  home  froni  the  army  Mr.  Moulton 
taught  school  the  following  two  winters. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1867,  Mr.  Moulton  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Julia  W.  Moulton,  who  was  born  in 
A'ermont  (m  the  20th  of  August,  1841,  and  died  on 
the  Ulth  of  October,  1870,  leaving  two  children — 
Maud  A.  and  Minnie  J.  On  the  20th  of  Februarj-, 
li^77,  Mr.  Moulton  was  married  again,  his  choice 
being  Kate  E.  Kaber,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  on  the 
22d  of  May,  1848.  By  a  fonner  marriage  she  had 
one  child,  named  Ettie  E. 

Mr.  Moulton  was  elected  to  the  olHce  of  Supci-- 
visor  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Townshij)  in  1.^70,  ;ind 
was  re-electe(l  in  the  year  1 878,  serving  eight  yeai's  in 
succession  in  that  otlice,  and  for  two  years  was 
Chairman  of  the  Board.  He  has  held  the  oliice  of 
Township  Treasure)-  and  is  still  the  incuml)ent.  He 
has  also  T)een  School  Diiector  for  several  years,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  with  much  eHiciencv.  hav- 
ing a  practical  knowledge  of  school  matters.  Mr. 
Moulton  is  one  of  the  leailing  farmers  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Township,  and  manifests  consideiable  i)leas- 
ure  in  assisting  all  public  enterprises.  For  the  last 
twenty-seven  ja^ars  he  has  been  a  permanent  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  for  tw(j  years  has 
been  Master  of  Forest  Lodge  No.   CI 4,   while  he 
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has  filled  the  other  ottices  of  the  lodgv.  Mrs.  Mcnl- 
ton  is  a  member  of  the  Cougrejiiitioniil  t  liurili,  .unl 
her  two  il!Uighter>  are  iiu'iiibers  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr.  Moiilton  i>  a  riii\ crsalist  in  his  w- 
liuioiis  belief,  and  i)olitic-aliy  is  an  adliercnt  of  tlie 
prineiples  of  the  Heinihlit-an  |iarty.  In  all  rospci-ts 
he  is  a  model  fannei-  and  an  exrcilent  rili/en. 


.^777^rv*'\/V/^^ 


vSt,  UAKLKS  K.  AXr  was  aiipointeil  I'ustniaster 
■li  of  Odell  in  1886,  the  duties  of  which  office 

^^T  he  has  discharged  faitlifnily  and  conscien- 
liously.  and  in  which  he  lias  taken  a  genuine  inter- 
est. He  has  introduced  many  improvements  in  the 
methods  of  conducting  tiie  business,  and  also  in 
regard  to  the  appearance  of  tiie  place,  wliich  he  has 
caused  to  be  rejuvenated  and  supplied  with  new 
and  neat  furniture  which  is  as  much  a  benefit  to 
the  office  by  increasing  its  ira|)ortance  to  the  com- 
munity as  it  is  a  credit  to  the  Postmaster.  \Vith- 
out  in  any  manner  neglecting  his  official  duties, 
Mr.  Axt  is  also  carrying  on  a  successful  jewelry 
business  whicli  he  estalilished  at  Odell  several  years 
ago. 

The  early  honic  <>f  Mr.  Axt  was  nn  the  western 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  at  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa. 
wlierc  he  was  boi'n  Feli.  1 '.).  1  S5;i.  He  is  the  eldest 
child  of  Carl  and  Elizabctli  (  Litchie)  Axt,  whose 
family-  included  himself  and  Julius  IL,  and  three 
half-sisters — Mrs.  Annie  Anthes.  .lohanna  Litchie 
and  Elizabeth  Hammer,  all  residents  of  Ft.  Madi- 
son, Iowa.  Carl  Axt  was  born  in  the  cit3'  of  Koe- 
nigsberg,  on  the  North  .Sea.  in  Prussia,  where  he 
spent  his  childhood  anrl  youtli.  .and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  locksmith.  lie  served  his  allotted  time 
in  th<'  Prns~i;in  ar-my  and  >iib~c(picnl  ly,  at  the  , age 
of  twfiity->i\  yc'.-ir-.  <Mci"r(l  llic  Allantic,  I.Miiding 
fir-t  iit  .New  Oi-lean-.  whrrc  lie  was  (aiipl..y<>i|  Wiy  :i 
time,  and  then  went  tn  Si.  l,(ini<,  and  atti'iw.-ii-d  \<i 
Ft.  Madison.  low.-i.  In  the  lallcr  place  he  look  up 
his  trade  vi<;iirously,  ;iildingli>  it  lil.Mil<>milhing  and 
wagon-making.  :ind  operated  llm-  -cvrr.il  3'e;ir>, 
when,  being  (jiiile  funrfor(al)ly  -iipplicd  with  means 
he  ri-.-olvi-d  to  indulgi-  liim-ilf  uilh  .'i  \  i>i1  In  hi- 
native  land.      lb'  -.-lileij  in  Ihc  -inmiii-r  i  if  |.s,',s,  :iij(| 


reUKiiiied  niitil  the  early  part  of  \s:>\).  Upon  tlie 
homeward  voyage  lie  ecmtracteda  se\-er<'  cdld  wjiicli 
re-nlteil  in  lypli<iid  pneumonia,  from  which  lie  died 
Mil  the  -Jd  (if  February  following.  The  mother  is 
si  ill  li\  ing.  making  her  home  with  her  daughter.  Mrs. 
.Vmiie  .Viithes.  of  Ft.  IMadisou.  Iowa.  Her  other 
son.  .liilius  II.,  is  a  druggist  at  Keokuk,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Axt  was  but  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  father's  death,  and  afterward  made  his  home 
with  his  mariied  sister.  "\\'lieii  of  suitable  years  he 
took  up  cig.ar-making,  which  employment,  however, 
not  being  congenial  to  his  tastes,  he  left  at  the  age 
vi  thirteen,  and  engaged  with  the  Northei-n  Line 
Packet  Company  as  cabin  boy.  His  close  attention 
to  his  duties  led  to  his  promotion,  and  he  soon  be- 
came Steward.  One  season  he  was  employed  in  run- 
ning from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  and  the  other 
two  which  he  spent  upon  tlu'  river  he  ran  north 
from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  abandoned  river  life  and  returning  to  Ft. 
Madison,  ser\ cd  an  apprenticeship  at  the  jeweler's 
traiU'.  and  s|>eiit  the  time  until  he  was  twenty  years 
of  age  iirineipally  at  that  place.  On  the  loth  of 
October,  187;l,  occurred  one  <.>f  the  most  important 
events  of  his  life,  iiaraelj',  his  marriage  with  Miss 
Nellie  F.  Slew.art.  The  young  people  commenced 
life  together  in  the  city  of  Ft.  Madison,  and  thence 
removed  to  Lincoln,  111.,  where  Mr.  Axt  was  em- 
ployed at  his  trade  one  year,  and  then  coming  to 
Odell  '111  Thanksgiving  Day  in  1  874,  opened  a  store 
and  established  the  business  in  whicli  he  has  since 
been  uniformly  successful. 

The  excellent  qualities  of  Mr.  Axt  as  a  citizen 
and  member  of  society  soon  developed  themselves, 
;iud  he  was  called  to  various  local  offices,  being  first 
elceteil  X'illagc  (  lerk,  Avhich  position  he  held  ten 
years  in  succession.  Being  Democratic  in  politics, 
upon  the  change  of  administration  it  was  not  long 
I lefore  he  was  selected  as  the  propei-  incumbent  of 
the  post-office,  to  which  position  he  was  aiipointed 
on  the  Ttli  of  .I.annary,  1  SSC.  'The  office  was  then 
rated  as  fourth-class,  .and  Mr.  Axt  put  forth  all  his 
energies  to  pl:iee  il  in  a  better  position,  and  finally 
received  his  appointnu'iit  direct  from  the  President, 
al  which  time  the  otliee  was  rated  as  third-cUiss. 
lie  li.a.-  given  much  of  his  time  .and  attention  beyond 
\\|i;i,l  was  nalnr.'dly  reipiiicd  lo  make  it  of  sufficient 


*t 


-#i- 


■^^ 


ii^^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


importauco  to  the  people  of  this  section,  and  it  now 
is  the  source  of  a  neat  revenue,  whicli  adfls  acoord- 
inglj-  to  the  salary  of  the  position. 

Mrs.  Axt  was  born  in  West  Point,  Iowa,  Jinic  2"-', 
1853,  and  is  the  ehlest  chihl  uf  Alexander  and  5I:nv 
(Marsh)  Stewart,  natives  respectively  of  Maine  and 
Ohio.  Her  maternal  grandfather,  AA'illiam  IMarsh, 
was  a  native  of  Maine,  and  for  nianj'  years  a  Pre- 
siding Elder  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  parental  family  included  five  children,  who  are 
now  mostly  residents  of  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Axt 
are  the  parents  of  three  bright  and  wins(jme  little 
girls:  Linnie,  born  Feb.  18,  1875  ;  Mayraie  E.,  Aug. 
21,  1879,  and  Anna  Grace,  Aug.  25,  1881.  Mr. 
Axt  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  being  Master 
of  Odell  Lodge  No.  401,  and  is  also  one  of  the 
Grand  Trustees  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  I.  O.  M.  A.,  of 
Illinois. 

•^  OSEPH  M.  BURNHAM  is  one  of  the  leading 
agiiculturists  of  Dwight  Townshii),  living  on 
a  2 40 -acre  farm  located  on  section  27.  He 
(^/'  is  from  an  old  New  England  familj^,  of  which 
there  are  three  distinct  branches,  one  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  in  Connecticut  and  one  in  Maine.  This 
family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  a  time  when  four 
brothers  were  living  on  a  farm  near  London,  En- 
gland. Three  of  these  brothers  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1683,  and  settled  in  the  States  respectively 
named  above,  each  founding  a  distinct  branch  of 
the  familj-.  The  fourth  brother  remained  in  En- 
gland, and  died  a  bachelor  on  the  farm  which  was  so 
near  London  that  it  formed  a  suburb,  finally  becom- 
ing a  part  of  the  city  itself,  and  consequently  was 
very  valuable  propertj'.  The  fourth  brother  died 
without  a  will  or  English  heirs,  and  the  American 
heirs  taking  no  interest  in  recovering  the  estate, 
this  jiroperty  re\erted  to  tlu'  Crown,  and  thus  be- 
came lost  to  its  rightful  owners.  Several  attempts 
have  since  been  made  to  recover  it,  but  thej'  have 
never  been  pushed  vigoniusl}'  enough  to  meet  with 
success. 

Nathaniel  Burnham,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Maine,  where  he  was   one   of  the 
first   settlers   of    Harrison   Township,   Cumberland 
County.     He  was  married  to  a  Miss  Scribuer,  who 
4' 


was  from  an  old  Maine  family.  The  great-grand- 
father was  killed  while  felling  a  tree  in  what  w.is 
then  ;i  wilderness,  Lriduluu  Centre,  Me.,  but  wliich 
i>  now  quite  a  large  tiiwn.  A  Bai)tist  Church  stands 
upon  the  spot  where  he  fell  and  where  he  was  buried. 
Nathaniel  Burnham,  the  fathei'  of  q,ur  subject,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  at  Harrison,  Me.  The 
old  house  was  built  of  the  best  "  pumpkin  "  pine 
an<l  kept  well  painted,  and  stands  to- day  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation,  with  a  prospect  thnt  it  will 
last  for  centuries  to  come,  although  it  is  now  over 
eighty  years  old.  Maine  in  those  days  was  covered 
with  the  piinuti\'e  forests,  and  i>ine  and  other  trees 
grew  luxuriantly  and  weie  immense  in  size.  The 
early  settlers  were  men  of  iron  frame  and  great 
mental  vigor,  and  from  such  descends  the  Burnham 
family.  They  were  men  who  went  fearlessly  into 
the  wilderness,  and  cut  out  homes  from  the  forests, 
fearing  nothing  and  no  one  but  God. 

Nathaniel  Burnham  was  a  farmer,  an<l  married 
Miss  Mary  Mustard,  whose  mother  was  a  Tin  imp- 
son,  and  was  a  niece  of  Samuel  Thomi)son,  of  Top- 
sham,  Me.,  who  was  a  man  of  great  wealth,  but 
known  as  an  eccentric  character,  and  generally 
called  '-(lid  Sam  Thompson."  Mr.  Burnham  by 
his  first  wife  had  but  one  son,  our  subject,  wlu)  was 
born  on  the  21st  of  April,  1840.  His  first  wife  died, 
and  he  married  Miss  Olive  Sawyer,  of  Madison, 
Me.  Mr.  Burnham  drove  the  stage  from  Anson  to 
Augusta,  and  sometimes  to  Portland,  in  the  days 
when  staging  was  the  only  means  of  transirortation. 
In  1865  he  came  to  Dwight,  111.,  where  he  died  at 
the  home  of  his  son,  Joseph  M.  He  was  a  Bapti-^t 
in  his  religion,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

Joseph  M.  Burnham,  our  subject,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  built  by  his  father,  and  was  af- 
forded a  common-school  education.  He  learned 
the  details  of  practical  farming,  and  at  the  .age  of 
twentj'-four,  in  March,  1864,  came  to  Odell,  111., 
where  he  engaged  in  herding  cattle  and  farming 
until  1857. 

On  the  28th  of  February,  1867,  Mv.  Burnham 
was  married  to  Jane  W.  Gray,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  (Urquehart)  Gray,  who  were  early  set- 
tlers in  Grundy  County,  111.,  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Scotland  in  1836,  at  which  time  Mrs. 
Burnham  was  an  infant  in  her  mother's  arms.  In 
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186.S  Mr.  Burnham  inheriteil  from  Saimiel  Tlioiup- 
son,  of  Topsham.  Me.,  *  14.000  ms  his  share  of  the 
estate.  Mr.  Thompson  did  not  intend  that  Mr. 
Burnhaui  .should  ever  receive  a  doihir  of  his  nioni'V, 
l>ut  he  died  without  a  will,  and  but  for  the  eireiini- 
stauee  that  Mrs.  Thuiupson  outlived  her  husband  a 
few  hours,  thus  eouiing  into  possession  of  the  greater 
l«rt  of  the  entire  estiite,  which  she  willed  away, 
Mr.  Burnham  would  have  fallen  heir  to  a  large  fort- 
une. In  18()'.»  Mr.  Burnham  bought  his  present 
farm  of  'i-lO  acres,  which  he  has  improved  by  the 
erection  of  good  buildings,  the  sinking  of  an  aite- 
sian  well,  etc. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham  live  children  have 
been  born — Nathaniel  V.,  John  S.,  Mabel  M.,  Car- 
rie J.  and  Clarence  E.  Nathaniel  F.  died  in  in- 
fancy. In  the  year  1870  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burnham 
went  on  a  pleasure  trip  through  the  Eastern  States, 
visiting  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  New  York.  Bos- 
ton, Portland,  Me.,  and  the  familiar  scenes  in  the 
old  Pine  Tree  .State.  These  scenes  he  had  held 
vividly  in  his  memory',  and  upon  revisiting  them 
the  old  song  recurred  to  his  mind,  "How  dear  to 
my  heart  are  the  scenes  of  my  childhood,  when  fond 
recollection  recalls  them  to  view." 

For  manv  j'ears  Mr.  Burnham  has  taken  consid- 
erable interest  in  political  matters,  affiliating  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  official  capacities  has 
served  as  Road  Commissioner,  and  fllle<l  several 
other  township  olHces.  Both  lif  .ind  his  excellent 
wife  are  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  have  Ihe 
pleasure  of  their  acquaintani-e. 
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j^^ACHARIAlI  WAl.TEK.  wh. 
^  con>iderable  iiroiiiinence  as 
/mL^  fanner,  and  a  piogrcssive  stoel 
t«;d  on  section  1.3,  Reading  Townshi|i.  lie  w.as  JMini 
on  the  14th  of  December.  1S.".1,  in  tlii'  State  ul 
Pennsylvania,  and  is  the  -on  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth (Werner)  Walt<"r.  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  'I'o 
tlie  jKirent'  were  born  the  foilowing-naiiicd  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth  Henry,  Sarah.  M.-iry.  Zaehariah,  Al- 
len, .Sn-aii,  Leah,  Lydi:i,  .and  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. They  afterward  lemovid  froni  Peiinsylvaniii 
to  Oiiio,  in   \K'A,  where  the  father    b.llowc.l  Ihe  oc- 


cupation of  a  farmer,  altliiiugli  he  hail  followed  the 
trade  of  a  tailor  in  Pennsylv.auia.  The  mother  w.is 
of  a  family  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased    excepting    one    brother     who    resides  in 

Ohi ml  a  sister  who  resides  in  Pennsj-lvania. 

Zachariah  Walter,  our  subject,  was  but  three  years 
of  age  when  his  p.arents  moved  to  Ohio,  where  he 
resided  until  1 8.")0.  In  the  winter  of  that  year  he 
came  to  Marshall  County,  111.,  and  remained  un- 
til the  spring  of  18.51,  when  he  moved  into  Read- 
ing Township,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Ou  the 
11th  of  August,  1853,  Mr.  Walter  was  married  to 
Miss  Malinda  Deffenbaugh,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
was  born  on  the  id  of  August,  1 83.5.  To  them 
w^re  born  a  large  family  of  children,  four  of  whom 
are  deceased.  The  record  of  the  children  is  as 
follows:  Oliver,  born  Jan.  18.  1855,  married  to 
Miss  Belle  Ryan,  who  died  leaving  two  children; 
he  married  a  second  time,  and  is  a  bridge  carpen- 
ter by  occupation,  living  in  California.  Nelson, 
born  May  18,  1850,  and  died  about  1868;  Melissa, 
born  Nov.  20,  1857,  died  in  infancy;  Andrew,  born 
Jan.  7,  1860,  married  Margaret  Buzzard,  and  they 
have  one  l)Oy;  William,  born  March  ?5,  1862,  and 
died  June  2.'i,  1S86;  he  married  Lizzie  Mont- 
gomery, by  whom  he  had  two  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased.  Lewis,  born  March  8,  1864,  is  unmar- 
rieil  and  resides  at  home;  Charles,  born  Dec.  19, 
isci;,  an<l  died  when  quite  young;  Jones,  born 
Sept.  30,  1868;  Cora,  born  July  22,  1871  ;  Louisa, 
born  Sept.  28,  1873;  an  infant  born  Feb.  28,  1876, 
diceased ;  Morris,  born  March  29,  1877;  Jessie, 
born  Oct.  27,  1879.  Melinda  Walter,  the  mother 
of  these  children,  died  on  the  2d  of  October,  1 880. 
She  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  names 
of  the  others  being  Lewis,  Oliver,  Louisa,  Eliza- 
beth, Caroline,  Rachel,  Catharine  and  Marion. 
Li'wis  died  in  the  arrny,  leaving  a  wife  and  one 
eliild.  Oliver,  deceased,  was  married,  and  liad 
1  wo  children,  one  of  whom  died;  Louisa  had  a 
family  of  live  eliildren,  two  by  her  lii'st  husband 
and  three  by  her  second  husband;  Elizabeth  died 
lea\  inu  .i  family  of  three  children,  one  of  whom  is 
deceaseil ;  Caroline  died  leaving  one  child,  who 
has  since  died;  Rachel  died  leaving  three  children; 
Catherine  has  fmu'  children,  and  resides  in  Kansas; 
Marion  has  one  child  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Kansas. 
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Our  subject  owns  a  farm  of  200  acres,  which  he 
cultivates  after  the  most  approved  method,  and  has 
adorned  by  the  erection  of  substantial  buildingfi. 
Besides  the  homestead  there  is  another  house  occu- 
pied bj'  .1  tenant.  In  politics  Mr.  Walter  goes  with 
tiie  Democratic  jiarty.  lie  has  been  School  Director 
for  twelve  years,  and  was  chosen  as  Road  Commis- 
sioner, but  after  sei'ving  for  a  time  he  resigned. 
Since  his  residence  in  Reading  Townshij)  Mr.  Wal- 
ter has  thoroughly  identified  himself  with  whatever 
might  promote  the  interests  of  the  people  (.>f  the 
township.  He  is  a  citizen  who  has  attained  an  en- 
viable reputation  for  promptness  and  relia))ility, 
and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  his  neighbors. 
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ENRY  B.  SHEPHERD.  A  farm  of  160 
acres  of  land  located  almost  anywhere  in 
Livingston  County  is  considered  of  great 
value,  but  a  tract  of  that  size  on  section 
31,  Chatsworth  Township,  is  considered  particu- 
larly valuable,  because  of  the  peculiar  fertilitj'  of 
the  soil  and  other  advantages.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  may  therefore  consider  himself  fortunate 
that  when  he  settled  there  in  the  spring  of  1S69  he 
became  the  possessor  of  this  identical  farm. 

Mr.  Shepherd  is  a  native  of  Adams  Count3', 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  the  21st  of  March, 
1 841 .  His  parents  were  Johnson  and  Mar3f  ( Henry) 
Shepherd,  who  were  natives  of  Brown  Count}-, 
Ohio.  Johnson  Shepherd  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  married  Malinda  Living- 
ston, and  in  1833  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  near 
Hennepin,  Putnam  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  While  living  there  his  wife  died,  leaving 
to  his  care  two  children — William  W.  and  Ellisson 
L.  William  W.  resides  in  Putnam  County,  and 
Ellisson  L.  in  Macon  County,  Mo.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife  Mr.  Shepherd  returned  to  Ohio, 
where  he  married  Mary  Henry,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  In  1861  he  again  came  to 
Illinois,  settling  in  Putnam  County,  and  in  1869 
removed  to  Chatsworth  Township,  where  he  died 
on  the  5th  of  August,  1874.  His  widow  died  on 
the  10th  of  January,  1883.  They  h.ad  four  chil- 
dren— Sarah  Ann,  Mar^'  E.,  Agnes  and  Henr}^  B. 
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Sarah  is  the  wife  of  R.  L.  Patton;  Mary  E.  was 
married  three  times,  her  husbands  being  William 
Thompson,  K.  Gibson  and  W.  Meyers;  she  died  on 
the  11th  of  Se|)tember,  187.S.  Agnes,  now  Mrs. 
James  Moore,  resides  iu  Pawnee  County,  Neb. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  son,  and 
was  reared  on  the  farm,  (obtaining  what  education 
he  has  in  the  common  schools.  He  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Illinois  in  1861,  and  on  the  16th  of 
May  of  that  year  enlisted  in  the  army,  but  was 
assigned  to  duty  with  the  State  Militia  of  Ohii) 
until  the  following  October,  when  he  was  discharged. 
When  Mr.  Shepherd  came  to  Illinois  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  1869,  when  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  settled.  He 
now  owns  160  acres  of  land,  which  is  well  improved 
and  is  among  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Shepherd  was  married,  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1866,  to  Hannah  M.  Ilusted,  a  native  of  Eranklin 
Count}',  lud.,  and  the  daughter  of  William  luid 
Rachel  Husted.  jMr.  and  Mrs.  Shepherd  are  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  as  follows:  Maurid  K., 
Mary  A.,  Ethelwyn  O.,  Millie  T.,  Sigraund  C, 
Jacob  H.,  L3de  J.  and  Bernice.  Mr.  Shepherd  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Republican  partj',  and  re- 
gardless of  political  matters  has  been  chosen  to  fill 
several  local  offices.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by 
the  people  of  the  surrounding  neighborhood,  with 
all  of  whom  he  is  on  good  terras.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  M.  A. 

As  illustrative  of  the  homesteads  which  attract 
the  attention  of  the  traveler  in  this  section  of 
country  we  present  on  another  page  of  this  Album 
a  view  of  Mr.  Shepherd's  residence  and  environ- 
ments. 
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\f/OHN  WADE.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  been  a  resident  of  Eppard's  Point 
Tdwnsiiip  for  only  six  3'ears,  but  during 
that  time  lie  lias  demonstrated  the  fact  that 
he  understands  how  to  make  a  success  of  farming, 
and  performs  the  many  details  of  a  farmer's  life  in- 
telligently and  practically.  '  He  is  a  man  of  excel- 
lent education  and  considerable  experience  in 
affairs.      When   a   boy  he  was   blessed  with  educa- 
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tioual  iulvaiiUiges  that  l\\v  v(  the  son:<  uf  pioneer? 
enjoyed,  aud  liis  army  exporience  broadened  lii> 
ideas  of  the  responsibilities  of  life,  lie  eonies  uf 
ail  excellent  family,  the  reputjUion  of  wliich  lie  is 
maintaining  admirably. 

Mr.  Wade's  farm,  (m  whii'h  hi'  has  been  located 
but  six  yeai-s,  is  situated  in  Epjiard's  Point  Town- 
ship, where  he  removed  from  McLean  County, 
where  he  had  been  engaged  in  farming  in  Yates 
Township  since  18(>G.  Mr.  Wade  was  born  on  the 
i'5th  o(  September,  ISIO,  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  re- 
mained at  the  home  of  his  father,  assisting  on  the 
farm  and  attending  school  at  Oberlin  College  until 
the  2.')th  of  August,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Itith  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  which  was  commadned 
by  Capt.  James  A.  Mitchell,  who  was  killed  dur- 
ing the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  This  battery  soon  left 
Ohio  and  camped  for  the  first  time  in  .St.  Louis, 
and  was  for  a  considerable  time  engaged  in  cam- 
jaigning  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  It  was  in  all 
the  battles  and  marches  under  the  command  of 
(ien.  Curtis,  including  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge. 
.Soon  after  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  Mr.  Wade  took 
sick  and  was  sent  to  the  LInited  States  Hospital  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  from  which  he  was  discharged  by 
order  of  the  United  States  Inspecting  Officer,  in 
\f<*<-i.  Mr.  Wade  had  a  brother  named  Ira,  a 
member  of  Company  E,  124th  Ohio  Infantry,  who 
was  killed  at  the  iiattle  of  Chickamauga,  and  buried 
by  the  rebels,  but  as  his  giave  w:u3  unmarked  it  has 
never  been  identified.  He  was  a  senior  in  the  Ohio 
Class  at  Oberlin  College,  and  held  the  rank  of 
Cor|K)ral  in  tiie  company  to  which  he  belonged. 

After  Mr.  Wade  was  discharged  from  the  annv 
he  returned  Uj  his  home  in  Ohio.  In  1K66  he  came 
to  McLean  County,  111.,  where  he  occupied  lands 
which  he  had  purchased  the  year  before,  five  miles 
southeast  of  Chenoa,  ujwn  which  he  lived  until 
IH«I,  when  iie  sold  his  land  tlieie  and  purchased 
320  acres  on  section  30,  Kjipard's  Point  Township, 
i^ivingston  County,  uixjn  which  he  now  resides. 
This  is  one  of  the  i)est  fai'uis  in  the  county,  and 
contiiin?  an  exi'cllent  stone  (juai  ly. 

Oliver  Wade,  the  Lather  of  the  ^uiijei  I  of  tiii> 
sketch,  was  born  in  Decrlield,  N.  IL,  in  l.sj  1.  and 
the  grandfather  was  Caleb  M.  Wade,  who  was  ;i 
native  of   the  same   .State,    while  iIk-  f;iiMil\'  dates 


bark  to  it>  early  settlement  He  died  in  1870 
:it  St.  -JohnV,  Mich.,  and  was  over  one  hundred 
years  of  age.  For  man}'  years  of  his  life  he  was  a 
Baptist  minister.  Oliver,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  tliis  sketch,  had  a  family  of  five  children,  four  of 
wliom  are  living,  as  follows:  Laura  E.  C. ;  George, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  1st  Ohio  Light  Artillery; 
Franklin,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

John  Wade  was  married  to  Susan  Squire,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  they  had  four  children :  Lydia,  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Little,  of  Yates  Township,  McLean  County; 
Edward,  Emma  and  Ira.  Mr.  Wade  was  a  second 
time  married,  to  Martha  .St.  John,  daughter  of  John 
St.  John,  of  Eppard's  Point  Township.  To  them 
have  been  born  four  children — Olive,  Eva,  Oliver 
and  Erwin.  Mr.  Wade  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
K.  Post  at  Chenoa,  of  which  order  he  is  an  enthusi- 
astic comrade. 


-^•# 


^^^  HAliLES  SllULL,  tlie  sub 
ji(  is  a  farmer  and  stock-rais 

^^^  Long  Point  Township.     1 


HARLES  SIIOLL,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
iser  on  section  20, 
He  is  a  n.ative  of 
New  York,  and  was  born  in  1858.  All  the  knowl- 
edge that  he  has  of  his  parents  is  that  his  father's 
name  was  David  Sholl,  and  that  his  mother  died 
in  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  has  never  known 
the  tender  care  and  affection  of  a  mother,  and  has 
never  had  the  advantages  of  the  counsel  and  en- 
couragement of  a  father.  Had  the  sj'stem  of  pre- 
ser\ing  the  records  of  the  lives  of  parents  and 
children  in  biographical  albums  been  in  vogue 
during  their  lives,  as  it  is  now,  Mr.  Sholl  would 
liave  had  preserved  to  iiim  a  knowledge  of  his 
j)arents  and  their  ancestors.  As  it  is,  the  source 
from  which  he  springs  is  not  known,  and  the  his- 
toi'y  of  the  family  before  him  is  a  closed  book. 
Whatever  of  succe.ss,  therefore,  which  he  has  at- 
tained in  life  is  wholly  through  his  own  efforts, 
unaided  by  kith  or  l<in,  and  his  record  up  to  this 
lime  in  the  battle  for  a  place  among  mankind  is 
one  of  wiiicli  he  has  reason  to  be  proud.  Through 
industry,  economy  and  good  management  he  has 
already  put  himself  in  a  position  in  wiiich  lie  can 
li\e  comfortably  during  his  life. 

Oiuing  his  younger  days  Charles  Sholl  was  cared 
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fur  by  a  sister  until  old  enough  to  go  out  into  the 
world  for  himself.  As  soon  as  he  was  old  enough 
to  work  he  came  to  Illinois  and  secured  employ- 
ment on  a  railroad  which  was  being  constructed 
throtigh  Bureau  Count}'.  His  work  consisted  of 
getting  out  timber  and  preparing  it  for  use  on  the 
road.  By  dint  of  industry  and  economy  he  saved 
sufficient  money  to  pay  for  120  acres  of  laud, 
located  as  indicated  above.  He  has  worked  in- 
dustriously and  continuously  to  place  this  land 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  has  succeeded 
admirably.  Mr.  Sholl  is  unmarried  and  prefers, 
as  he  expresses  it,  to  remain  so.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  but  does  not  take  an  active  part  in 
political  matters,  being  content  simply  to  vote  at 
all  tiie  elections  for  the  nominees  of  his  party. 
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\f(OHN  T.  PHILLIPS,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent men  of  Pike  Township,  has  a  fine  prop- 
erty'  on    section   10,  where   he  took  up  his 

aliode  in  the  fall  of  1885.     Mr.  Phillips  is  a 

native  of  Tazewell  Count}',  where  he  was  reared 
and  farmed  nine  years.  He  then  purchased  120 
acres  of  wild  land,  from  which  he  built  up  a  good 
farm,  whicli  he  sold  at  a  handsome  sum  in  1874. 
With  a  part  of  the  proceeds  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent homestead,  and  has  now  fully  identified  himself 
with  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  section.  He 
has  been  Assessor  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  has 
officiated  as  census  taker.  Town  Clerk  and  School 
Director.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  been  a  Republican  since 
becoming  a  voting  citizen. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  Tazewell  County,  tiiis 
State,  Sept.  14,  1837.  His  grandfather,  Cornelius 
Phillips,  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  who  was 
born  Oct.  29,  1767,  and  was  united  in  marriage  in 
his  native  State  to  Miss  Rhoda  Moore.  Grand- 
mother Phillips  was  a  native  of  the  same  State  as 
her  husband,  and  born  in  1771.  After  marriage 
they  removed  to  Wayne  County,  K}'.,  where  the 
grandfather  purchased  a  tract  of  land,  and  there  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  his  death  taking- 
place  Sept.  20,  18.34,  and  that  of  his  wife    Feb.  17, 
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1847.  Their  fourteen  children  were  named  Mary, 
Alfred,  Macajah.  James,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Abner, 
Ephraim,  Hiram,  Nancy,  Pleasant  B.,  John  W., 
Minerva  and  Lucinda.  The  eldest  was  born  Nov. 
9,  1793,  and  the  youngest,  Aug.  4,  1814. 

Alfred  Phillips,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  ill  North  Carolina,  Dec.  31,  1794.  and  com- 
menced his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county.  He  was  a  lad  of  ten  years  when  his  parents 
removed  to  Kentticky,  and  he  staid  with  them  until 
his  m.arriage  in  1824,  with  Miss  Susan  Cullom,  wlio 
was  born  Jan.  15,  1804.  Six  years  afterward  they 
emigrated  to  this  State,  and  Mr.  Phillips  entered 
300  acres  of  land  in  Tazewell  County  in  the  fall  of 
1830.  He  proceeded  at  once  with  the  cultivation 
of  his  land,  and  continued  making  improvements 
until  his  death,  on  the  6th  of  May,  1857.  The  wife 
and  mother  survived  until  May  28,  1875.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Iiipiseopal  Church, 
with  which  Mrs.  Phillips  had  been  connected  for 
over  fifty  years.  Their  remains  rest  side  by  side 
in  Buckeye  Cemetery,  Morton  Township,  Tazewell 
County.  Alfred  Phillips  had  been  prominent  iu 
the  local  affairs  of  Tazewell  County,  serving  as 
Sheriff,  and  occupying  other  offices.  The  parental 
household  included  nine  children,  namel}' :  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Jacob  Banta,  of  Eureka,  Woodford 
County;  Hiram  L.,  deceased;  Micajah  S.  died  in 
August,  1887;  William  C,  Alfred  C. ;  John  T.,our 
subject;  James  M.,  Edward  M.  and  Isaac  N-)  the 
latter  an  attorney-at-law  in  Bloomington. 

John  T.  Phillips  was  born  Sept.  14,  1837,  and 
fairly  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native  count}'. 
He  lived  at  home  until  after  reaching  his  majority, 
and  was  married,  Feb.  28,  1P61,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
S.  Monroe,  a  native  of  Arbroath,  Forfarshire,  Scot- 
land, her  birth  taking  place  Jan.  22,  1839.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret  (Nicols) 
Monroe,  and  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
parents  when  a  young  girl  fourteen  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Phillips  after  his  marriage  rented  land  in  Taze- 
well County,  as  we  have  said,  and  his  career  since 
that  time  has  been  uniformly  fortunate.  His  family 
includes  eleven  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Lilly  was  born  March  U,  1862,  and  is  the 
wife  of  J.  H.  Sandmeyer,  of  McLean  County;  Isa- 
belle  was  born  June  10,  1863,  and  is  teaching  school 


i 


<• 


f 


'4- 


-•► 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


in  Pike  Township;  William  A.  was  born  April  9, 
1865:  Edward  A.,  Jan.  5,  1867;  Lucius  C,  Jan.  7, 
1869;  Susan  M.,  Jtilj- S.  1871;  Maurice  M.,  Feb. 
•24,  1873;  Nora  was  born  Dec.  (i,  1874,  aud  died 
Nov.  8,  1877;  Maude  was  born  M.iy  "28,  1877; 
Jane  P.  was  born  Oct.  2.^,  1878,  aud  died  November 
8  following:  Ralph  AV.  E.  was  born  Dec.  8,  1881. 
Mrs.  Phillips  is  a  lady  held  in  high  esteem,  and  a 
i-onsistent  member  of  the  Pi-esb3'terian  Church. 
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EVY  SNYDER,  who  has  lun-n  a  farmer  and 
ft"  ifk-raiser  at  his  present  location,  on  section 
1^— V  1 .'),  Newtown  Township,  for  the  last  six  j^earsi 
was  born  in  Butler  County.  Pa,,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1 S43,  and  was  about  five  years  of  age  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Newtown  Township.  They  located  on  sec- 
tion 17,  where  the3-  resided  until  their  death. 

John  Snyder,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  May  l.J,  1.S07,  and  was  the 
son  of  Phillip  Sn3-der.  whose  parents  were  natives 
of  (ierman^',  who  came  ti)  Pennsylvania  at  a  very 
earl}'  da}\  He  was  married  twice,  and  the  chil- 
dren by  the  first  wife  were  John,  Phillip,  Betsy  and 
Jane.  B.v  the  second  wife  there  were  five — Hiram, 
Jonathan,  Eleanor,  Rebecca  .and  Deborah — who 
are  all  living  in  the  same  county  in  Pennsj'l- 
vania  where  thej'  were  born.  John  Sii^'der  was 
first  married  to  Mahala  Hill.  ;niil  by  her  two  chil- 
dren were  born,  Thomas  and  Sarah  ;  the  mother  died 
when  S.irah  was  a  babe.  Thomas  died  when  but 
ten  or  eleven  3'ears  of  age,  and  S.arah  grew  to 
womanhood  and  married  Merrit  Williams,  who  died 
about  one  3'ear  afterward,  leaving  one  child.  About 
three  years  afterward  Sarah  was  married  to  Will- 
iam Lawton,  a  native  of  I'^ngland,  who  came  to  this 
Country  and  settled  in  Livingston  County  when 
about  twenty  3'ear^  of  age.  To  them  were  born 
three  cliildren,  wiiose  names  were  Merrit  E.,  Lucy 
and  Julia;  tliey  are  all  married,  :iiiil  live  in  Carroll 
County,  Iowa. 

'I'he  father  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Mnvy 
.Mortland,  a  native  of   Pennsylvania,  and    to   them 
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were  born  tiu'ee  children:  Clinton  D.  is  married, 
and  engaged  in  farming  in  Newtown  Township;  he 
has  three  children — Phillip,  Nancy  Margaret  and 
Nora  May.  John  Calvin,  deceased,  and  Levj*. 
John  Calvin  was  born  June  11,  1838,  in  Penns3d- 
vania;  he  came  to  Livingston  County  with  his  par- 
ents, and  m.arried  Pluebe  Jane  Thomas,  daughter  of 
Joel  and  Rachel  (Leonard)  Thonias.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  in  181 1,  and  now 
lives  in  Hardin  C(>unt3'  of  the  same  State;  the 
mothei-  was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  May 
26,  181.5.  Thej'  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  are  now  living:  Pha'be  Jane  and 
George  W.,  in  Ohio ;  William  L.,  in  Michigan  ;  Johu 
and  Angelina,  in  Ohio.  Pha?l)e  Jane,  the  wife  of 
J.  C.  Sn3'der,  came  to  Illinois  with  her  uncle,  Sam- 
uel Pope,  and  settled  in  this  township.  John  and 
Phiebe  Jane  Sn3'der  were  married  on  the  2r)th  of 
August,  isci,  by  Rev.  Joseph  Robertson,  pastor  of 
tlie  United  Brethren  Church.  The}'  lived  in  Read- 
ing Township,  and  came  to  this  locality  in  1868. 
To  them  were  born  the  following-named  children : 
John  jNIcClelland,  Joel  Thomas,  George  Erastus, 
Rachel  Ellen  and  Liilic  Yiotoria.  John  Calvin 
Snyder  died  on  tlie  li^ith  of  August,  1874,  and  is 
buried  in  the  cemeter}-  at  Phillips.  The  widow  is 
now  living  on  a  snug  farm  near  Manville.  Lev}', 
our  subject,  was  the  third  child,  and  the  mother 
died  in  Indiana  aliout  eight  months  after  he  was 
born.  Thi'ce  or  four  years  after  this  the  father  was 
.again  married  in  Indiana. 

The  father  moved  from  Indiana  just  after  the 
death  of  his  second  wife,  and  engaged  in  farming. 
Through  a  disease  called  milk-siokness  he  lost  his 
wife,  one  child,  and  all  his  livestock,  in  the  year 
1843.  The  f.ather's  third  wife  was  Nancy  Kilgore, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  of  this  union  was  born  one 
child,  Elizabeth,  who  died  when  about  two  and  one- 
half  years  of  age.  The  father  w.as  married  in  the 
evening,  and  on  the  next  morning  started  for  Illi- 
nois, by  tlie  pioneer  conve3'auee.  He  bought  lands 
here,  which  he  improved,  and  devoted  his  time  to 
farming.  His  last  wife  died  in  1879,  at  the  .age  of 
al)out  seven ty-thi'ce  years,  and  is  buried  in  Phillips 
Cemetery;  she  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  to  which  she  was  much  devoted.  The  fa- 
ther died  in  May,  1880.  He  was  reared  a  Seceder, 
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and  during  the  later  years  of  his  life  was  a  religious 
enthusiast,  but  did  not  hold  active  connection  with 
any  church  denomination. 

Levy  Snyder,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  remained 
at  home  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which 
event  occurred  in  Newtown  Township,  Dec.  18, 
1867,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Mary  M.  Phillips, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Amy  J.  Phillips,  of  Newtown 
Township.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Robinson,  a  local  minister  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  The  result  of  this  marriage  has 
been  'five  children:  Orville  Perrj-,  born  Sept.  4, 
1868;  William  Amos,  Sept.  9;  1871;  John  Frank- 
lin, Feb.  19,  1874;  Jacob  Marion,  Jan.  19,  1879; 
George  Henderson,  born  Dec.  24,  1881,  and  died 
June  25,  1887.  In  1881  Mr.  Snyder  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  147  acres,  u\)on  which  he  located 
in  1882,  and  since  that  time  has  been  extensively 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  has  made 
many  material  improvements  aliout  the  place,  in- 
cludingxlitches,  fences,  and  the  erection  of  necessary 
buildings.  Mr.  Snj'der  is  a  man  of  strong  political 
convictions,  and  maj'  be  written  down  as  a  radical 
Republican.  He  takes  great  pride  in  the  achieve- 
ments of  that  part}'  since  its  organization,  and  con- 
gratulates himself  on  the  fact  that  he  has  contrib- 
uted in  every  way  possible  to  its  success.  By  the 
people  of  his  neighborhood  he  is  considered  a  thor- 
oughly good  citizen,  and  enjoys  the  esteem,  respect 
and  confidence  of  all'. 
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5^,  ILAS  D.  DUELL,  of  Fairbury,  is  an  ex- 
tensive dealer  in  horses,  and  is  a  man  of 
much  knowledge  of  that  business.  He 
is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  and  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  June,  1837,  in  New  London. 
He  is  the  son  of  Wilbur  and  Betsy  (Andrews) 
Duell,  natives  of  England  and  Massachusetts  re- 
spectivel3'.  The  father  was  an  owner  of  a  steam- 
boat, and  was  also  captain  of  a  steamer.  He  lost 
his  life  by  a  blast  from  a  stone  quarrj-  in  New 
York  in  1847,  and  his  wife  died  in  that  State  in 
1885.     They  wei'e   the   parents   of  five    children: 


Laura  A.,  Mrs.  Phillips;  James,  who  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Linate ;  Silas  D. ;  George,  who  married 
Mary  Nerber,  and  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Cook. 

Silas  D.  Duell  was  married  to  Miss  Cordelia  Ma- 
honey  on  the  25th  of  April,  1855.  She  was  born 
in  Lewiston,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in  1836,  and  is 
tlie  daughter  of  Patrick  and  Hannah  (Smith)  Ma- 
honey,  the  former  a  native  of  Canada,  and  the  lat- 
ter of  New  York;  both  her  parents  are  now  living, 
the  father  being  seventy-four  and  the  mother  sev- 
enty-two j'ears  of  age.  They  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children :  Hannah,  now  Mrs.  Duell ;  Edwin, 
who  married  Casey  Cumston ;  Susan,  now  Mrs. 
John  Morris;  Almira,  Mrs.  Stuekey;  Josephine, 
Mrs.  Moore;  Jennie,  now  the  widow  of  Mr.  King, 
who  was  killed  in  a  coal  shaft  in  1886;  and  Effa, 
Mrs.  T.  Sterling. 

BIr.  and  Mrs.  Duell  have  three  children — Charles 
D.,  Lydia  L.  and  Frank.  Charles  D.  married  Miss 
Ida  Cook;  he  has  two  children  by  a  former  wife. 
Lydia  L.  married  George  Enslow,  and  has  one 
child  living  in  Alexandria,  Neb.  '  Mr.  Duell  had 
very  meagre  advantages  in  the  way  of  early  edu- 
cation. From  infancy  he  was  kept  on  board  of 
the  vessel  of  which  his  father  was  captain,  on  the 
Erie  Canal,  and  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  was 
put  to  steering  the  boat,  in  which  work  he  was  en- 
gaged until  twenty  j-ears  of  age,  when  he  came 
West  and  settled  in  Indian  Grove  Township,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  The  first  land  he  bought  after 
arriving  in  the  West  was  eighty  acres  in  McLean 
County,  and  then  he  bought  forty  acres  in  Living- 
ston Couutj^  and  engaged  in  farming  on  the  latter 
tract  for  two  3'ears,  making  a  specialty  of  raising 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  At  the  end  of  two  years 
he  rented  his  land  and  moved  to  Fairbury,  where 
he  purchased  a  house,  and  soon  engaged  in  the  liv- 
ery business  and  buying  army  horses.  He  was  the 
first  man  in  this  region  to  ship  horses  to  the  army 
and  the  New  York  mai'ket.  He  is  also  the  pioneer 
in  shipping  horses  from  the  Territories  to  this  re- 
gion of  country  for  sale.  He  is  a  speculator  by 
nature,  and  among  his  transactions  he  mentions 
having  bought  town  lots  here  for  $100  and  dispos- 
ing of  them  for  §2,000.  He  has  been  successful  in 
his  speculations,  and  has  accumulated  about 
$30,000   worth  of  property,    being   the    owner    of 
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three  good  farms,  all  under  cultivation,  and  a  lai-ge 
amount  of  town  property. 

Mr.  Duell  i#  a  member  of  Fairburv  Lodge  No. 
290,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  he  and  lii>  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  whieli  he  is  one  of  the 
Trustees.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  first,  last 
and  all  the  time.  He  is  a  valuable  man  to  a  com- 
munity, because  he  takes  an  interest  in  everything 
that  tends  to  the  welfare  of  the  people.  He  is  en- 
terprising, liberal  and  sociable,  and  Fairburv  can 
consider  herself  fortunate  in  having  such  a  citizen 
within  her  limit-. 
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k^nJCHOLAS  HORNICKLE,  of  Germanville 
i[  jji  Township,  has  been  for  the  last  thirt}'  years 
ijl  ,^.  pursuing  tlie  even  tenor  of  his  way  as  a  quiet 
and  law-abiding  citizen  of  this  county,  to  which  he 
came  in  the  spring  of  1858.  He  has  a  good  farm 
of  1 60  acres  on  sections  8  and  9,  which  he  has  brought 
to  a  state  of  thorough  cultivation,  despite  the  fact 
that  he  has  labored  under  considerable  disadvant- 
age in  not  having  the  full  use  of  one  of  his  limbs. 
His  energv  and  perseverance,  however,  have  served 
him  in  good  stead,  and  have  enabled  him  to  accom- 
plish more  than  many  able-bodied  men. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  Province  of  Hesse- 
Cassel,  Germany,  Aug.  14,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Schuck)  Ilornickle,  who  were 
also  of  German  birth  and  parentage,  and  emigrated 
to  the  L'nitcfl  .States  with  their  family  in  18.57, 
when  Nicholas  was  a  youth  fourteen  jears  of  age. 
They  located  first  in  Peoria,  and  the  following- 
spring  came  to  this  county.  Our  subject  develoj^ed 
into  manhood,  imbued  with  the  industrious  habits 
of  his  ancestry,  and  determined  to  estaldish  in  his 
adopUid  country  a  good  home  and  position  among 
honest  men.  He  was  first  married  in  the  fall  of 
1873,  to  Miss  Hannah  Clinics  a  native  of  LaSalle 
County.  After  becoming  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, she  dejiarted  this  life  at  her  home  April  26, 
1880.  'I'h(!  offspring  of  this  union,  two  sons  aiyl  a 
daughter,  were  named  ICdwaid,  Louisa  and  John. 

In  the  ijpring  of  IW2  Mr.  Ilornickle  was  the 
.second  time  marricfl,  to  Miss  Mary  Wurmnest,  a 
native  of  hi-  own  I'rovince  in  (ierrnany,  who  came 


to  this  country  in  her  girlhood.  She  is  the  mother 
of  fourc'hildren,  namely  :  Martha,  Jacob,  Lizzie  and 
Anna.  The  fine  farm  of  Mr.  H.  is  supplied  with 
neat  and  substantial  buildings,  surrounded  liy  a  gen- 
eral air  of  comfort  and  prosperity.  He  takes  very 
little  interest  in  politics,  preferring  to  give  his  time 
and  attention  to  bis  farming  interests.  He  was 
reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  he  still  remains  a  devout  member. 

^^  HARLES  WORDEN.  The  time  will  come, 
[I  if  it  is  not  at  band  now,  when  the  man  who 

^^<7  was  born  in  Illinois  when  it  was  one  of  the 
3M)ung  States  of  the  Union,  will  he  exceedinglj^ 
proud  of  the  fact,  as  it  is  destined  to  take  its  place 
at  the  top  of  the  list,  from  the  reason  that  its  natu- 
ral resources  are  vaster  and  more  varied  than  those 
of  any  other  State,  and  its  strides  in  the  race  for 
supremacy  in  the  sisterhood  have  been  more  rapid 
and  successful  than  any  other  commonwealth.  It 
will  socm  have  the  largest  American  citj'  which  will 
control  the  markets  of  the  world,  the  lai'gest  area  of 
tilled  land,  and  the  most  abundant  production  of 
domestic  animals.  The  native  of  Illinois  can  prob- 
alily  point  to  the  position  the  State  now  occupies, 
but  the  future  has  in  store  for  lier  things  that  will 
make  her  heai't  swell  with  greater  pride  and  joj'. 

One  of  the  men  who  will  enjoy  this  privilege  is 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  who  was  born  in  Hender- 
son County,  111.,  on  the  10th  of  October,  1847,  and 
is  one  of  the  wealthy  and  substantial  farmers  of 
Belle  Prairie  Township,  residing  on  section  6.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  A.  (Salter)  Worden, 
^\lio  were  natives  of  New  Jersey,  and  born  respect- 
ively in  1S21  and  IS.'iO.  They  were  married  in 
Ohio  ill  the  year  1  .s4o,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1846, 
localiiii;  ill  1  Iciiilcisoii  t'ounty,  where  he  bought  G40 
acres,  .-iiMi  hccniiie  a  large  stock-grower.  There 
were  lioiii  (o  tliciii  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  are 
liviiin',  and  it  is  .m  strange  coincidence  that  at  no 
time  (luring  tlu'ir  lives  have  they  all  sat  around  the 
same  t.alile  :il  the  same  time,  the  older  children, 
many  of  tliem,  having  grow  ii  up  and  married  before 
the  youngest  were    lioiii.     A  family  reunion  at  the 
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residence  of  tbe  parents  at  their  liome  in  Sumner 
C'ountj',  Kan.,  is  contemi)lated,  at  wliicli  all  the 
children  and  grandchildren  shall  assemble.  The 
names  of  the  members  of  this  large  famih'  are  as  fol- 
lows: Hannah  E.,  Charles,  Sarali  E.,  John  S.,  Mary 
Jane,  Samnel,  Fannie  G.,  Lovina.  David,  James  C., 
Panl  S.  and  William  E. 

Charles  Worden  vvas  married  un  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, 18G9,  to  Miss  Armina  Vantu}'],  a  native  of 
Bntler  Connty,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  on  the 
•2.')th  of  August,  184.S.  She  is  of  Holland  parent- 
age, tbe  ancestors  coming  from  Amsterdam,  Hol- 
land. The  mother  of  Mrs.  ^\'orden  prepared  the 
first  dinner  for  the  men  who  put  up  the  first  resi- 
dence in  Middletovvn,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  AVorden 
are  the  parents  of  seven  children — S<»pliia,  Annie, 
Fannie,  Edwin,  Rnby,  Mary  A.  and  Ernest.  Mrs. 
A^'orden  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Prcftestant 
Church,  and  the  parents  of  Mr.  Worden  were  prom- 
inent members  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnreli 
in  Ohio,  the  father  being  a  member  of  great  influ- 
ence. 

Mr.  Worden  Ijecame  a  citizen  of  Livingston 
County  in  the  spring  of  1871,  purchasing  200  acres 
of  partlj^  improved  land.  His  farm  now  consists  of 
250  acres,  which  is  well  tile-drained  and  hedge- 
fenced,  and  on  which  there  is  a  fine  dwelling-bouse 
and  good  out-l)uildings.  Mr.  Worden  engages  ex- 
tensivelj'  in  raising  high-graded  stock.  He  has  been 
honored  bv  election  to  the  offices  of  School  Di- 
rector, Township  Clerk  and  Commissioner  of  High- 
ways. In  all  political  matters  the  Republican  part}' 
reaps  the  benefit  of  his  influence  and  vote. 


<jj^  DWARD  M(  DONALD.  The  name  of  this 
fej  gentleman  is  held  in  the  most  kindly  re- 
/l' — ^  membrauce  by  the  people  of  Saunemin 
Township,  where  he  lived  worthily  and  labored  in- 
dustriously for  many  years.  As  a  citizen  he  was 
one  of  the  most  valued  raerabei's  of  the  community, 
being  kindly,  hospitable  and  liberal-minded,  and  as 
a  husband  and  father  performed  all  his  duties  in 
the  most  conscientious  and  praiseworthy  manner. 
He  left  a  competency  to  his  widow,  including  a  good 
farm  of  120  acres,  supplied  with  suitable  buildings 


and  all  the  machinery  fur  carrying  on  its  operations 
in  a  successful  and  profitable  manner.  The  historj' 
of  this  excellent  man  is  substantially  as  follows: 

Mr.  McDonald  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  May 
19,  1822,  and  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young 
man.  Soon  after  landing  upon  American  soil  he 
made  bis  way  to  the  West,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  a  resident  of  LaSalle  and  Marshall  Coun- 
ties, where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer,  and 
thus  laid  tbe  foundation  for  his  future  home.  He 
was  married  rather  late  in  life,  Dec.  22,  1862,  to 
Mrs.  Frances  Heylin,  a  native  of  Kings  Countj%  N. 
Y.,  and  born  Aug.  4,  1834.  Mrs.  McDonald  is  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Jane  Pollock,  and  was  de- 
prived of  lier  mother  when  an  infant  of  six  weeks 
old.  Upon  reaching  womanhood  she  was  first  mar- 
ried, Dec.  20,  1857,  to  James  Heylin.  They  located 
in  Marsball  County,  and  became  the  parents  of  two 
children:  Isaac  N.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  and  Willis  J.,  now  with  his  mother. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald  began  life  together  in 
Marshall  County,  whence  they  removed  in  1866  to 
the  present  homestead  of  Mrs.  McDonald,  and  here 
the  death  of  her  husband  occurred  April  16,  1887. 
His  last  illness  was  marked  by  the  same  fortitude 
and  patience  which  bad  distinguished  him  all 
through  life,  and  liy  that  kind  consideration  for  the 
welfare  of  bis  family  which  bad  attached  them  to 
him  FjO  greatl}'.  He  had  always  been  a  hard  worker, 
strictly  honest  and  temperate,  and  although  his 
earthly  remains  are  covered  by  tbe  "clods  of  the 
valley"  his  name  is  tenderly  cherished  b}'  tbe  mourn- 
ing widow  and  children,  to  whose  comfort  he  was 
always  attentive.  Outside  of  tbe  home  circle  be 
was  held  in  tbe  highest  regard  as  a  man  who  cheer- 
fully assisted,  according  to  his  means,  in  the  further- 
ance of  worthy  projects,  and  in  lending  his  influence 
to  whatever  tended  toward  the  moral  and  financial 
welfare  of  the  people  around  him. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  living,  namely:  Addle  B.,  the 
wife  of  Joseph  J.  Norman,  of  Saunemin  ;  Albert  H., 
Adrian  A.,  Bertie  E.  and  Stella  R.  One  daughter, 
Katie  M.,  died  when  two  years  of  age,  and  another 
when  an  infant  of  a  few  months.  Mrs.  McDonald 
was  in  all  respects  the  suitable  helpmeet  of  her  bus- 
liand,  and  proved  a  stimulus  to  his  kindly  Christian 
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i-liaracter.  She  has  been  a  faithful  wife  and  mother. 
and  1*  greatly  esteemed  by  a  large  eirele  of  friends 
and  aequaintanees.  "With  the  aid  of  her  sons  she 
is  earrying  on  the  farm  in  a  creditable  manner,  and 
endeavoring  to  preserve  the  reputation  of  the  liome- 
stead  whieh  her  husband  built  up  by  his  thrift  and 
industry,  and  whieh  he  left  to  her  as  a  legacy  of  his 
respect  and  affection. 


two  sons,  Henry  R.  and  Julius  H.  In  1871  Mr. 
Gillette  was  again  united  in  marriage,  with  Miss  M. 
K.  Bryant,  of  Indiana,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  namely  :  Aurelia.  Louisa.  Nellie  and 
.Tennie.  These  remain  with  their  parents,  who  are 
pleasantly  located  on  Elm  street.  Mr.  Gillette, 
politically,  is  a  liberal  Democrat,  and  in  religious 
matters  is  in  sympath}'  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  Socially  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  and  has  reached  the 
Knight  Templar  degree. 


I_^ORACE  M.  GILLETTE,  grain  dealer  of 
f  )|i  Fairbnry.  came  to  this  vicinity  in  the  fall  of 
Xy^  ISGO,  and  established  his  present  business, 
;^)  together  with  that  of  general  merchandising. 
He  became  associated  with  Mr.  H.  Remington,  and 
they  operated  together  about  eight  years,  since 
which  time  Mr.  G.  has  conducted  his  business  alone. 
He  commenced  in  life  without  means,  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  ha>  made  a  good 
record. 

Mr.  Gillette  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  he 
was  born  in  Nuffield,  Hartford  Count}',  Aug.  13, 
lfS34.  His  jxirents,  James  and  Martha  Gillette, 
were  natives  of  the  same  State,  and  both  died  there 
early  in  life,  the  father  when  his  son  Horace  was  a 
j-car  old.  and  the  mother  two  years  later.  There 
were  three  children  thus  orphaned,  narael}' :  Aurelia 
M.,  who  died  at  Cold  Springs,  N.  Y.,  in  1  So2  ;  James 
F.,  a  member  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade,  and 
our  subject. 

Mr.  Gillette,  after  the  death  of  his  parents,  was 
cared  for  b}-  Hoi'ace  Sheldon,  and  when  eight  years 
old  was  bound  out  to  a  farmer  with  whom  he  re- 
mained eight  years.  He  in  the  meantime  attended 
the  common  school,  and  spent  six  months  in  the 
High  .School,  where  his  studies  were  completed  in 
the  winter  of  IHo.O.  Soon  aft<'rw.Mrd  he  started  for 
the  West,  and  after  reaching  Chicago  was  emphj^ed 
by  the  firm  of  S.  A.  Kent  d:  Co.  two  ye:ns.  He 
then  came  to  I'tjnliai-,  where  he  commenced  operat- 
ing :ls  a  grain  dealer,  and  continued  until  the  fall 
of  1860,  when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Fair- 
bury. 

Mr.  IVillelte  war-  married,  in  iXOb,  to  Miss  An- 
nette Harmon,  wImj  died  seven  years    later,   leaving 
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<it?OHN  MoCLOUD,  one  irf  the  pioneers  of 
183.5,  came  from  New  York  to  this  .State  and 
located  in  Kendall  County,  of  which  he  was 
a  resident  until  18G0.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  and  settled  in 
Union  Township,  and  three  years  later  upon  what 
is  now  known  as  the  McCloud  homestead  in  Saune- 
min  Township.  It  was  at  that  time  but  a  tract  of 
uncultivated  land,  but  under  the  hand  of  industry 
was  developed  into  one  of  the  most  desirable  and 
comfortable  homesteads  in  this  section.  Mr.  Mc- 
Ck)ud  possessed  the  true  pioneer  spirit  and  was 
always  ready  to  extend  a  kindly  hand  to  those 
around  him.  He  possessed  that  genial  and  cheer- 
ful disposition  which  attracted  to  him  a  large  circle 
of  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  was  honest  and 
con.scientious  in  hi>  dealings  with  his  fellowmen, 
and  his  long  and  useful  career  was  closed  on  the 
25th  of  July,  188;").  His  death  took  place  at  his 
home  when  he  vvas  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  his 
birth  having  taken  place  April  G,  1806. 

Mr.  McCloud  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Wilson)  McCloud,  who 
were  also  of  New  England  birth  and  parentage.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  ins  native  State,  and 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age  migrated  to  Clinton 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  met  the  lady  who  after- 
ward became  his  wife.  Their  marriage  took  place 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Clinton  County,  Feb. 
I  H,  Is.Il'.  His  wife,  Miss  Pauline  Ricketson,  was  a 
native  of  that  county,  and  born  March  4,  1813. 
Her  parentf  were  Jonathan  and  Esther  (Slyter) 
Ricketson,  probably  natives  of  New  England,   who 
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settled  ill  Clinton  Couut.y,  N.  Y.,  in  the  pioneer 
daj's.  Tlie  .young  people  began  the  journey  of  life 
together  at  a  modest  home  in  Clinton  County,  N.  Y., 
and  three  years  later  migrated  to  the  West.  In  due 
time  the  household  circle  was  enlarged  by  the  birth 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  recf)rd  is  as  follows: 
Jonathan  is  farming  in  Grundy  C'uunty,  III.;  Julia 
is  the.  wife  of  D.  C.  Tabler,  and  with  her  brother 
Piatt  is  also  a  resident  of  Grundy  County;  John  is 
carrying  on  farming  in  Clay  Count}-;  James  went 
to  California  several  years  ago,  where  he  still  re- 
mains; Jemima  is  the  wife  of  J.  R.  Righter,  of  this 
township;  and  Simon,  of  Sullivan  Township;  Mor- 
ton B.  is  farming  in  Saunemin  Township,  and  Eliza, 
the  youngest,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  McCloud  in  earlj'  life  identified  himself 
with  the  AVliig  partj',  but  upon  its  abandonment 
Cordially  endorsed  Republican  principles.  He  be- 
gan in  life  without  means,  but  by  the  exercise  of 
perseverance  and  industry  secured  a  good  farm  of 
120  acres,  and  was  enabled  to  leave  his  widow  com- 
fortably provided  for.  Mrs.  McCloud  makes  her 
home  with  her  son  Morton  on  the  home  farm,  and 
is  the  center  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances whom  she  has  gathered  around  her  in 
the  course  of  a  long  life,  marked  b}'  all  the  womanly 
virtues. 

Morton  McCloud  was  born  in  Kendall  County, 
Dec.  16,  1851,  and  continued  to  be  the  mainstay 
of  his  parents  from  his  j'outh  to  their  later  years. 
Like  his  father  before  him  his  course  has  been 
marked  bj'  industr}^  and  good  judgment,  and  he  is 
acquitting  himself  as  a  useful  member  of  the  com- 
munity. He  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  has 
accumulated  a  snug  property  including  160  acres 
which  he  cultivates  in  connection  with  the  home- 
stead. 


ELVIE    T.    POTTER.      Wliile  the  history  of 
the  old  pioneers  is  intensely  interesting,  it  is 
^^ •)  also    important    to    keep   in   mind  those  on 

whom  the  future  must  depend  for  its  prosperity. 
Industry  and  good  judgment  are  just  as  essential 
in  keeping  the  car  of  progress  in  motion  as  they 
were  to  start  it  on  its  onward  march.  A  comnuinit\- 


invoiuntarih'  regards  its  capable  young  men  with 
pride,  and  this  sentiment  extends  in  more  tlian  an 
ordinary  degree  to  the  subject  of  the  folhiwing 
sketch : 

He  of  wliom  \\X'  write  is  tlie  son  o(  Stephen 
and  Mary  A.  (Killmer)  Pottei-,  whose  biography 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in 
Round  Grove  Township,  March  i),  1857,  reared  on 
his  father's  farm  and  educated  at  the  common 
schools.  He  was  a  bright  and  industrious  youth, 
and  under  the  tuition  of  his  excellent  father  be- 
came perfectly  familiar  with  the  various  emploj'- 
ments  of  fai'm  life  and  entirely  fitted  to  enter  upon 
a  useful  and  worthj'  career.  He  has  kept  himself 
well  posted  upon  matters  of  general  in'terest  out- 
side of  agriculture,  and  was  elected  Supervisor  in 
the  spring  of  1887.  the  duties  of  which  office  he  is 
discharging  in  a  creditable  and  satisfactory  manner. 
He  has  also  been  Township  Collector  and  School 
Director  in  his  district.  He  has  decided  ideas  ujron 
political  matters  and  uniformly  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket. 

Upon  laying  his  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  home,  one  of  the  most  important  steps 
which  Mr.  Pottter  took  toward  the  accomplishment 
of  this  object  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
E.  Glover,  which  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bridegroom  in  Round  Grove  To«iiship,  April  22, 
1886.  Mrs.  Potter  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
young  ladies  of  the  neighborhood,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  L.  and  Martha  J.  (Dunn)  Glover,  na- 
tives respectively  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
Her  parents  settled  in  Pennsylvania  after  their  mar- 
riage, and  in  about  1856  came  to  this  State,  locat- 
ing first  in  LaSalle  County,  and  removing  about 
1861   to    Livingston    County,  where  thej^  took  up 

j   their  residence  on  a  farm  in  Broughton  Township. 

i   From    there,    in    1S86,    they   removed    to   Custer 

I  Countj',  Neb.,  where  they  now  reside.  Mrs.  Pot- 
ter was  the  second  of  their  six  children,  and  was 
born  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  Aug.  4,  1858,  where 
she  received  a  good  education,  and  was  engaged  as 
a  teacher  some  time  before  her  marriage.  She  is  a 
highly  intelligent  lady  and  well  fitted  to  be  the  com- 
[lanion  and  helpmeet  of  a  rising  young  citizen. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  after  their  marriage  located 

,    at  their   present  home  on    section    15.     Here    our 
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subject  has  eighty  acres  of  land,  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  is  c^inyiug  ou  succe:<sfull3',  and  availing 
himself  of  the  most  modern  methods  and  approved 
maehinerv.  The  dwelling  is  neat  and  sul)stantial, 
the  farm  st<_iek  well  cared  for,  and  everything- about 
the  premises  indicates  the  hand  of  tnstc  and  indus- 
try. 


'  SAAC  .SHERMAN,  one  of  the  very  oldest  set- 
tlers of  Illinois,  who  has  been  engaged  for  many 


* 


/ll  years  in  farming  in  -Sunburj'  Township,  was 
born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  April  1,  1825.  His 
father,  William  Sherman,  was  born  in  Marlboro, 
Middlesex  Co.,  Mass.,  and  the  grandfather,  Isaac 
Sherman,  was  born  somewhere  in  New  Iiingland,  the 
exact  location  not  being  known.  Tiadition  has  it 
that  Roger  Sherman,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  was  the  great-great-grandfather 
of  our  subject,  and  the  Sherman  family  dates  back 
to  Roger  Sherman,  who  landed  in  the  Mayflower  at 
Pl^-niouth  Rock.  The  gi'audfather  was  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  but  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
mercantile  business,  and  spent  the  latter  j-ears  of 
his  life  in  the  city  of  Boston.  He  served  eight 
years  in  the  Revolutionary  War  assLsling  at  Bun- 
ker Hill,  where  he  helped  to  roll  stones  upon  the 
British.  He  ;ilso  crossed  the  Delaware  with  Wash- 
ington to  attack  the  Hessians,  Dec.  24.  1776.  Tlie 
father  of  our  subject  was  a  ship  carpenter  and 
house  joiner  by  trade.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he 
removed  to  Ohio  and  worked  in  the  shipyards  iit 
Cincinnati,  wliili'  his  familj'  lived  on  a  farm  in 
Morgan  County.  In  183.3,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  eleven  children,  he  came  to  Illinois,  the 
entire  journey  lieing  made  overland  with  four 
horses  and  one  wagon.  He  located  on  the  Illinois 
River  in  Putnam  County,  where  he  entered  Gov- 
ernment land,  built  a  log  house,  and  followed  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  He  conducted  this  farm  for 
many  3'ears,  and  liiere  died.  'J'he  maiden  name  of 
his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  suljject,  was  Rebecca 
DeLong,  who  was  born  at  Ft.  Necessity,  neai'  Har- 
per's Ferry.  Her  grandparents  were  natives  of 
Holland,  who  came  to  America  in  Colonial  times. 

Our  suljject  was  eight  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  Illinois  with   his   parents,   with    whom   he   lived 


until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  work 
for  himself  at  $12  per  month,  and  was  engaged 
with  one  man  for  five  seasons  at  that  compensation. 
During  the  winter  he  chopped  wood  and  split  rails 
until  he  was  thirty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  pur- 
chaseil  120  acres  of  land  in  Putnam  County,  giv- 
ing in  pa^Mnent  Ijis  note  which  he  paid  by  working 
at  $12  per  month.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he 
settled  upon  this  farm  on  which  there  was  a  log- 
cabin,  which  was  afterward  replaced  by  a  comfort- 
able frame  house.  Here  he  lived  until  1808,  by 
which  time  he  had  the  farm  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  then  sold  it  and  came  to  Living- 
ston Count3',  where  he  bought  the  160-acre  farm  ou 
w'hich  he  now  lives.  He  has  erected  a  comfortable 
residence  and  commodious  farm  buildings,  and 
planted  many  fruit  and  sliade  trees.  To  the  orig- 
inal tract  he  has  added  eighty  acres  which  gives 
him  a  farm  of  240  acres,  all  enclosed  by  good 
fences  and  drained  bj'  ample  tile  ditches. 

On  the  12th  of  Julj',  18.^7,  ISIr.  Sherman  was 
married  to  Susan  McKec,  who  was  born  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  died  in  18G9.  By  this  marriage 
one  child  onlj'  of  those  born  is  living.  His  name 
is  Henry,  and  he  resides  with  his  father.  Marion 
died  aged  twenty-one  years  and  six  months;  John 
aged  one  year  and  nine  months ;  Rebecca  aged 
fifteen  j'ears,  and  Isaac  aged  sixteen  years.  Mr. 
.Sherman's  second  wife  was  Jane  Bailes,  a  native  of 
Kentuckv.  By  this  marriage  two  children  were 
born:  Barton,  March  25,  1875,  and  Jasper,  June 
28,  1877.  The  second  wife  died  on  the  29th  of 
.September,  1887.  Mr.  Sherman  is  a  member  of 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  has  always  been 
a  believer  in  Christianity,  and  a  praying  man,  but 
did  not  become  a  member  of  the  church  until 
twelve  years  ago.  He  is  quite  regular  in  his  at- 
tendance, and  thoroughly  interested  in  all  the  af- 
fairs of  the  church.  In  i)olitics,  he  casts  his  vote 
and  influence  with  the  Republican  part}'.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen.  Taylor,  and  he 
was  a  Whig  until  the  organization  of  tlie  Repub- 
lican party  in  1  S.'iG. 

Mr.  Sherman  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  now  re- 
siding in  Livingston  County.  When  he  first  came 
to  the  State,  and  for  many  years  after,  wolves,  deer 
and  othei'  kinds  of  wild  game  were  plentiful,  and 
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roamed  at  will  over  the  prairies.  He  began  to 
hunt. as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  to  shoulder  a 
musket,  and  killed  his  first  deer  at  the  age  of  tliir- 
teen.  He  wa^  liunting  quail  at  the  time,  and  esj)}'- 
inu'  >ome  deer  in  the  thicket  of  liazel  bushes,  he 
drew  the  siiot  from  the  gun,  and  replacing  them 
witli  a  ball,  shot  and  killed  the  nearest  deer  though 
200  paces  away.  During  his  boj'hood  he  partici- 
pated in  a  wolf  hunt,  which  lias  since  been  made 
the  subject  of  an  illustration.  The  Sherman  fam- 
ily have  been  noted  through  several  generations  as 
pioneers.  The}'  emigrated  from  the  East  to  the 
Northwest  Territor}^  previous  to  1800,  and  settled 
in  that  part  which  now  constitutes  the  State  of 
Ohio.  The  long  and  tedious  journe}-  they  made 
overland  with  teams,  stopping  at  convenient  inter- 
vals to  hunt,  and  in  that  way  procured  ttieir  pro- 
visions. Gen.  Tecumseh  Sherman's  grandfather 
was  a  second  cousin  of  the  father  of  our  subject. 
Although  Mr.  Sherman  is  now  in  his  sixty-second 
year,  he  is  remarkably  well  preserved,  and  bids 
fair  to  live  many  years  to  come.  He  is  one  of  the 
best-known  citizens  of  Livingston  Countj',  and  en- 
joys the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  his  fellow- 
citizens. 


Jl 


'^  IfclLLIAM  YOUNGER,  of  Belle  Prairie 
\^/l  Township,  has  one  of  the  finest  stock  farms 
W^  in  Livingston  County,  which  includes  305 
acres  of  land,  a  living  spring  of  water,  and  all  the 
buildings  required  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
his  chosen  calling.  He  has  for  several  years  en- 
joyed an  enviable  reputation  as  a  breeder  of  Devon- 
shire cattle,  fine  horses,  mostly  draft  animals,  and 
Poland-China  hogs.  This  breed  of  cattle  came 
originall}-  from  a  county  of  England  which  forms  a 
part  of  its  southwest  peninsula,  with  a  surface 
gi-eatly  broken  and  diversified,  but  remarkable  for 
its  fertility,  and  particularly  adapted  to  the  devel- 
opment of  the  cattle  which  for  a  century  have  been 
highly  valued,  both  in  this  coiintr}-  and  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  Younger  began  the  breeding  of  these 
cattle  in  1876,  and  now  lias  a  herd  of  twenty-five 
full-bloods.  He  has  been  accustomed  for  the  last 
six  years  to  carrying  off  the  blue  ribbons  at  the 
various  county  fairs,  and  at  tlie  State  Fair.  At  the 
-^« 


Fat  Stock  Show  held  in  Chicago  in  1887,  his  cattle 
took  the  sweejistakes  premium. 

Mr.  Younger  was  born  in  Woodford  County,  III., 
Aug.  11,  1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  (Turner)  Younger,  natives  of  Oliio,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  died  wlien  William  was  but  eighteen 
months  old.  The  father  afterward  married  Miss 
Lodema  White,  of  Scioto  County,  Ohio,  who  died 
at  her  home  in  Peoria  County,  Aug.  12,  1887.  The 
father  still  survives,  and  is  now  retired  from  active 
laljor,  making  his  home  in  Livingston  County 
wliere  he  lias  a  moderate  property.  He  was  born 
in  Ohio  in  1810,  and  is  consequently  sevent3'-seven 
years  of  age. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father".-  farm,  and 
received  such  an  education  as  the  district  schools 
afforded  until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  when  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself,  and  his  present  con- 
dition and  surroundings  indicate  the  large  measure 
of  success  he  has  achieved  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  a 
home  and  a  competencj'.  After  reaching  his  twen- 
ty-ninth year  Sir.  Younger  was  united  in  maiTiage 
with  Miss  Nancy  Hatton,  Oct.  18,  1865.  Mrs. 
Younger  is  a  native  of  Brown  County,  Ohio,  where 
she  was  born  on  the  22d  of  April,  1844.  The  re- 
sult of  this  union  is  three  children,  a  son  and  two 
daughters,  namely:   William  H.,Emma  and  Ida  M. 

The  family  residence  located  on  section  2,  in 
Belle  Prairie  Township,  is  a  structure  i;i  keeping 
with  its  environments,  combining  comfort  and 
beauty,  and  displaying  in  all  its  appointments  the 
most  cultivated  tastes  and  ample  means.  As  illus- 
trative of  the  advance  made  in  the  style  of  archi- 
tecture in  this  section  <>f  countiT  we  present  on 
an  adjoining  page  a  view  of  Mr.  Younger's  resi- 
dence with  its  surroundings.  Mr.  Younger  has 
labored  industriously,  lived  economically,  and  liis 
pos.<essions  are  but  the  just  reward  of  his  toil  and 
frugality. 

\¥;OHN  SL  KRACK,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
I  County,  Ind.,  was  born  Sept.  2'.»,  1844,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  this  county  in  the 
(^^jl/  spring  i>{  18.57.  He  has  the  greater  part  of 
his  life  been  engaged  in  the  peaceful  vocation  of  a 
farmer,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  in  which 
ho  conducted  a  grocery  trade  at  Forest.     He  has 
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been  the  privileged  witness  of  tlio  many  uroat 
clianges  whieli  have  oceiirrcd  in  C'ontial  Illinois 
during  a  jwriod  of  thirty  years,  and  although  nut 
the  hero,  perhaps,  of  any  very  thrilling  evi-nt,  he 
h.-»s  always  signalized  himself  as  a  law-abiding  citi- 
zen, and  kept  himself  well  posted  ninm  matUM>  of 
general  interest. 

Onr  snbjeet  is  the  sou  of  1.  .1.  and^lnry  (Worrel) 
Krack,  the  latter  long  deceased,  but  the  former  still 
living  and  a  resident  of  Forest,  llis  early  studies 
weiv  conducted  in  the  district  school,  and  upon 
becoming  a  voter  he  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  whose  principles  he  has  su[ii)iii  ted 
faithfidly  for  over  thirty  years.  He  has  iield  the 
various  township  offices  and  was  Postmaster  at  For- 
est during  the  administration  of  President  Lincoln. 
Upon  retiring  from  the  grocer}-  business  he  carried 
on  a  shoe  store  for  his  father  two  years,  and  «as 
for  a  brief  time  thereafter  connected  with  the  ware- 
house in  Forest.  lie  now  has  charge  of  ISO  acres 
of  land  belonging  to  his  father-in-law,  ttiiich  is  lo- 
cated on  section  1 1 . 

Mr.  Knick,  Dec.  2iS.  L^tj'.i.  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Daucy)  Wallace,  natives  of  L'cland,  and  now  resi- 
dents of  Forest.  Mrs.  K.  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
•Ian.  8,  184!»,  and  came  to  the  West  with  her  par- 
ents in  about  1801.  They  located  in  Forest  Town- 
ship, and  she  remained  with  them  until  her  mai-- 
ri.ige.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  foiu- 
children,  namely:  Jennie,  Maggie,  Lil)l)ie  and  Wal- 
lace. Mr.  K.  is  not  connected  with  any  religious 
organization,  but  endeavors  to  follow  the  precepts 
of  the  Golden  Rule.  His  estimable  wife  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cluircli. 


,^^:E()li<iE  C.  TAYLOR,  a  rcpi-CM-ntative  far- 
Ill  ^—,  nier  and  stock-raise]'  of  Ponliac  To\vnslii|), 
^^s4  "1'''  ^  gentleman  who  h;is  Ix'cn  cMiincnIlv 
successful  in  life,  is  a  native  of  the  islan<l  nf  St. 
Bartholomew,  West  Indies,  when-  lii>  birth  took 
place  Jan.  30,  1>S17.  He  is  the  ^on  of  (ieoige  W. 
and  Harriet  L.  Taylor,  tin-  former  a  native  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.,  and  the  Latter  of  the  West  Lidies.  This 
branch  of  the  Taylor  family  is  of  .Scotch  aucotr^-, 


liut  the  mother  of  our  subject  is  of  French  and  En- 
glish descent.  The  jiaternal  grandfather  of  George 
C,  wlio>e  name  wa>  John  Tajior,  emigrated  from 
Scotlanil  to  America  about  1788,  and  for  a  time 
engage(l  in  mercantile  business  in  Boston.  He 
owned  and  was  master  of  a  vessel  lost  at  sea,  upon 
which  occasion  he  went  down  with  his  crew  to  a 
watery  grave.  George  W.,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  also  a  sea  captain  in  his  early  manhood, 
but  later  abandoned  the  ocean  and  settled  down  on 
terra  firma.  When  our  subject  was  seven  months 
old  his  parents  removed  to  S.<iratoga  Springs,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  was  reared  to  maidiood,  receiving 
careful  home  training  and  completing  his  education 
at  I\Iilton  Hill  Academy,  He  possessed  considera- 
ble musical  talent,  and  for  many  years  was  em- 
ployed as  a  teacher  of  this  art. 

."\h-.  T.aylor  was  first  married,  Sept.  15,  1837,  to 
Miss  Uretta  Bentlej-,  a  native  of  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, of  whom  oidy  one  survives,  John  C,  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  Pontiac  Township.  The  de- 
ceased were  named  respectively,  James,  Ottis  B. 
and  (icorge  W.  The  mother  of  these  children 
<lied  on  the  8th  of  March,  1877.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
again  married,  Aug.  16,  1877,  to  Miss  Minerva  E. 
Jsortli,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Mary  North,  and  a 
native  of  Michigan.  Her  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Marj'  Warner,  and  her  parents  were  natives  of 
New  York  State.  They  came  to  Illinois  in  1868, 
locating  in  Effingham  County,  where  tiie  father 
died  the  same  year.  A  few  months  later  the 
mother  with  her  family  came  to  this  county  and  lo- 
cated in  Owego  Township,  where  she  resided  a 
numlier  of  years.  Thence  she  removed  to  Ne- 
braska, where  she  now  lives.  She  has  for  many 
years  been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  parental  household  in- 
eluded  five  children,  namel}',  Charles,  Clara,  Mi- 
ner\a  E.,  Mary  and  Carrie. 

■Mr.  Taylor  came  to  this  county  in  1858,  and 
located  on  section  36,  in  Pontiac  Township,  where 
for  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
He  owns  fifty  acres  of  valuable  land,  besides  prop- 
erty in  the  village,  and  is  looked  upon  by  his  fel- 
low, townsmen  as  a  self-made  man,  who  has  im- 
proved his  opportunities  and   justly    deserves    the 
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comforts  of  which  he  is  now  in  possession.  He  has 
been  quite  prominent  in  locnl  affairs,  serving  as 
School  Director,  Commissioner  of  Highways  and 
Vice  President  of  the  County  Agricultural  JSocietj'. 
He  was  also  Highway  Commissioner  six  years,  and 
officiated  as  President  of  the  County  Bible  Society 
two  years,  besides  being  Sundaj'-school  Superin- 
tendent and  otherwise  interested  in  the  progress 
and  welfare  of  his  communit}'.  Religiouslj',  he  is 
connected  with  the  Baptist  Church,  In  politics, 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 


i&^ 


//^  AMUEL  CRUMPTON.  This  gentleman, 
^^^  residing  in  Chatsworth  Township,  is  uum- 
WL^  bered  among  the  progressive  citizens  of 
Livingston  County,  to  the  southeastern 
portion  of  which  he  came  in  1867.  He  first  en- 
g.aged  in  the  grain  trade,  at  which  he  continued  for 
sixteen  years  following,  his  transactions  extending 
to  different  points  around  Chatsworth,  and  yielding 
very  satisfactory  returns.  Being  always  fond  of 
country  life,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  laud  in  1877, 
and  since  that  time  has  given  much  of  his  attention 
to  farming  pursuits.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
400  broad  acres,  besides  village  property  and  real 
estate  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mississippi.  When 
entering  upon  man's  estate,  he  was  absolutely  with- 
out means,  bis  condition  in  life  being  in  striking 
contrast  with  that  of  the  present,  as  he  is  now 
wealthy,  and  surrounded  by  the  comforts  and  luxu- 
ries of  life.  His  residence,  erected  in  1883,  is  one 
of  the  most  handsoraeand  commodious  dwellings  in 
the  county,  and  the  farm  stock  and  implements  are 
fully  in  keeping  with  the  means  of  the  proprietor, 
being  well  cared  for  and  of  first-class  description. 

Mr.  Crumpton  was  born  near  the  Atlantic  Coast 
in  Franklin  County,  Mc,  Feb.  17,  1841,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  and  Nancy  H.  (Ford)  Crumpton, 
also  natives  of  that  State,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  farming,  which  he  followed  through  life.  The 
family,  in  1851,  migrated  westward  and  settled  on 
a  farm  near  Freedom,  LaSalle  County,  where  the 
father  spent  the  remainder  of  hisda3s,  his  death  oc- 
curring Sept.  27,  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  four   months   and    twenty-six    days.      The 


mother  subsequently  came  to  Chatsworth,  and  passed 
away  on  the  15th  of  June,  1879,  aged  seventy-six 
years,  seven  months  and  twenty-four  days.  The 
parental  household  included  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  as  follows:  William  W.,  the  eldest,  died 
in  LaSalle  County  in  1883,  and  Emeline  in  1851; 
Sarah  J.,  the  vife  of  Henry  J.  Davis,  and  Charlotte, 
Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Davis,  reside  in  LaSalle  County; 
Samuel  is  the  subject  of  this  biography;  and  Ann 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  A.  Bangs,  of  Chatsworth. 

Our  subject  was  ten  3'ears  of  age  when  the  family 
came  west  and  located  in  LaSalle  County,  this  State, 
where  he  completed  a  practical  education,  winding 
up  with  a  course  at  the  seminary  at  Aurora.  He 
then  began  farming  for  himself,  continuing  in  La- 
Salle County  until  1867,  when  he  had  accumulated 
capital  sufficient  to  embark  in  the  grain  trade.  He 
now  established  himself  in  Chatsworth  Township, 
where  he  has  since  resided  and  been  uniformly  suc- 
cessful in  his  business  transactions. 

The  marriage  of  Samuel  Crumpton  and  Miss 
Alice  S.  Lawrence  was  celebrated  in  LaSalle  Coun- 
ty, Jan.  10,  1877.  Mrs.  Crumpton  is  the  daughter 
of  Jairus  and  Alice  (Farham)  Lawrence,  and  was 
born  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  Feb.  28,  1H52.  Her 
[jarents  removed  from  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the 
fall  of  1849,  to  Illinois,  locating  in  LaSalle  County, 
where  the  mother  is  still  living.  The  father  passed 
away  on  the  29th  of  July,  1881,  aged  seventy-one 
years,  six  months  and  five  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crumpton  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  of 
whom  one  son,  Ray  L.,  died  when  an  infant  of  five 
months.  Those  surviving  are  William  J.,  May  A. 
andOra  J.  Politically  Mr.  Crumpton  is  a  solid  Re- 
pLiblican,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  Blue  Lodge, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M. ;  Freedom  Lodge  No.  194,  Freeilom, 
111.,  and  St.  Paul  Commandery,  Fairbury,  111. 


\|7  ELAND  M.  RHODES.  Livingston  County 
I  (@  *-"*"  possibly  boast  of  having  a  greater  num- 
i'L-^\  ber  of  fine  stock-farms  than  any  other  coun- 
ty in  Illinois.  The  grass- producing  soil  and  the 
great  quantity  of  living  water  afford  unusual  facil- 
ities for  engaging  in  that  useful  and  profitable  oc- 
cupation.    Of  the  thousands  of  stock-farms  within 
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her  borders,  none,  perhaps,  is  better  tlian  the  one 
on  section  U!.  Ksmen  Township,  eoniprisiug  3'20 
aeres.  ."ind  owned  and  operated  by  the  subject  of 
tills  sketch,  who  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  Rhodes  was  biirn  in  the  town  of  Berlin, 
Rensselaer  County-,  that  State,  on  the  12th  of  M.ay, 
1S16,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Patience  (Beiitley)  Khodes, 
natives  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Isliind  respect- 
ively. The  paternal  grandparents  were  Walter  and 
Mary  (Hill)  Rhodes,  who  were  of  English  descent. 
He  w.as  first  mate  ou  an  English  mereh.niit  voscl, 
and  served  under  his  father  who  was  the  C'apt.'iin. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  Benjamin  and 
Lydia  (Rathbone)  Bentley.  who  were  bom  in  the 
State  of  New  York:  he  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  of  AVelsh-English  descent. 

Mr.  Rhodes'  father  was  a  carpenter  liy  trade,  and 
also  followed  farming.  Of  a  family  of  eleven 
brothers,  he  was  nexl  to  the  \-oungest.  The}-  were 
all  soldiers  in  the  \Var  of  181 '2,  where  he  enlisted 
as  Orderly  Sergeant,  and  was  promoted  to  Briga- 
dier (Quartermaster.  After  tiie  war  he  fcjllowed 
his  trade  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  ami  then  spent 
his  time  among  his  children,  dying  in  Wisionsin  at 
the  end  of  a  Christian  life. 

Mr.  Rhodes  w.as  reared  to  farm  life,  and  worked 
with  his  father  at  carpentering,  receiving  such  edu- 
cation as  could  be  obtained  in  the  common  schools, 
until  he  was  twentj'-one  years  of  jige,  lie  then 
left  home,  and  soon  after  eng.aged  in  burning  char- 
coal, accumulating  in  one  year  sullicient  me.-ins  to 
enable  him  to  set  out  foi-  a  trip  to  the  fai-  West. 
There  being  no  railroad  facilities  for  travel  at  that 
time,  he  was  compelled  to  make  the  journe}-  on 
foot,  first  traveling  to  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  thence 
to  BufTalcj.  N.  Y.,  and  by  water  to  Detroit,  whence 
he  walked  across  the  State  of  Michigan  t(j  the 
southwest  coi-ner,  and  then  went  u|i  the  Lakes  to 
what  is  now  Chicago,  and  thence  by  the  \\:\y  of 
Dorr  Prairie,  Ind.,  where  he  lay  >i(k  foi-  a  tim(\ 
and  lin.ally  reached  Illinois,  'riie  canal  was  being 
built  at  that  time,  and  he  staid  for  auliileat  .loliet, 
"when  he  wcnl  |o  Plainlield  Piairie.  where  he  struck 
the  Chicago  Ar  Rock  Island  Indian  trail,  which  he 
followed  to   Rock   River,  and    llienci'  to    the  had 
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mines  of  Galena.  A  few  days  later  he  took  the 
Mississippi  trail  which  he  followed  to  St.  Louis, 
and  spent  some  time  in  looking  at  the  country 
around.  He  returned  to  St.  Louis  and  took  pas- 
sage on  the  bttatto  Cairo,  whence  he  went  to  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  crossing  the  .State  on  a  trail  which  was 
marked  by  blazed  trees.  From  there  he  went  by 
water  up  to  Cincinnati  and  took  to  the  country 
again,  ti-aveling  northeast  until  he  reached  the  Na- 
tional Turnpike,  which  he  followed  to  Wheeling, 
Va.,  thence  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  e.ast  through  the 
mountains,  with  nothing  but  the  sun  to  guide  him, 
to  Bradford  County,  from  which  he  had  started. 
After  resting  here  a  short  time  he  returned  to  his 
home.  This  journej'  was  made  wholl}'  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeing  the  country  and  learning  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  for  the  same  reason  he  also  made  a  trip 
into  INIassachusetts.  The  next  spring  he  attempted 
tc>  start  in  business  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  but 
sickness  compelled  him  to  return  to  his  home  where 
he  engaged  at  carpentering.  At  this  he  worked 
only  one  season,  when,  whi!e  mowing,  he  w.as  acci- 
dentally struck  widVa  scythe  and  disabled  for  a  year, 
the  right  leg  being  almost  severed  at  the  knee. 
When  able  to  sit  up  he  began  to  study  medicine, 
tliinking  he  would  never  again  be  able  to  follow 
his  trade,  but  he  did  not  have  much  taste  for  that 
profession,  and  discontinued  the  studj\  About 
this  time  his  mind  turned  to  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  he  began  to  prepare  himself  for  the 
ministry.  Although  he  never  eng.aged  as  a  regu- 
lar preacher  he  has  preached  locally  ever  since  in 
the  Baptist  Church,  to  which  he  belongs.  As  soon 
a.'^  his  health  was  restored,  he  resumed  his  trade  in 
and  around  home,  and  followed  it  until  1.S40. 

On  the  10th  of  June,  1849,  our  subject  was  mar-' 
ried  to  Caroline  Clarke,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Amanda  (Gleason)  Clarke,  the  former  a  native  of 
\'erniont  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  Caroline 
was  liorn  in  Schoharie  Count}',  N.  Y..  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1830,  wliere  her  f.ather  was  engaged  in 
sawmilling  and  farming  most  of  his  life.  Soon 
after  their  marriage,  Mr.  Rhodes  and  his  wife  set 
out  for  Wisconsin,  making  the  trip  l)y  water,  and 
settled  in  Geneva,  Walworth  County,  that  State, 
where  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  on  section 
l."i.     Tiicy   livid   luTc  for  many  years  engaged  in 
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fanning  and  stock-raising,  his  father  living  with 
him  until  his  death.  Mr.  Rliodcs  worked  assidu- 
ously until  he  accumulated  120  acres  of  finely  im- 
proved land,  and  also  160  acres  in  LaSalle  County, 
111.,  the  latter  of  which  he  had  fenced  and  put  un- 
der cultivation  before  his  removal  to  Illinois.  In 
1875  he  sold  his  farm  in  LaSalle  County,  and  came 
into  this  county,  where  he  bought  .3'20  acres  on 
which  he  now  resides,  of  Bennet  Humiston. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhodes'  family'  consisted  of  eleven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  William, 
born  July  20,  1850,  and  Eliza,  Sept.  4,  1851,  both 
died  in  infancy;  Epama,  born  (Sept.  4,  1852;  Le- 
land  M.,  born  Jan.  25,  1855,  died  Jan.  1,  1861; 
Arvilla  C,  born  May  6,  1857,  died  Jan.  12,  1861  ; 
Mary,  born  June  25,  1859,  died  July  30,  1869; 
Milford,  born  July  30,  1860;  Flora  Cecilia,  April 
1,  1863;  Isaac  W.,  Sept.  1,  1865:  Harlow  A., 
March  30,  1?568,  and  Olive,  Nov.  16,  1870.  Emma 
married  George  Whithani,  and  lives  in  Esmen 
Township;  Flora  married  W.  C..  Corbin.  Mr. 
Rhodes  is  a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  and  is  a  man  who 
is  never  inclined  to  office-seeking.  He  is  a  Deacon 
in  the  Baptist  Church. 
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ENRY  HORNICKLE  is  a  resident  of  Ger- 
manville  Township,  where  he  owns  and 
operates  a  farm  of  150  acres  of  good  land 
which  has  been  brought  to  its  present  con- 
dition from  the  raw  prairie.  He  took  possession 
of  this  in  1870,  and  has  a  good  set  of  farm  build- 
ings, a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock  and  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  progressive  agriculturist. 

The  birthplace  of  Mr.  Hornickle  was  in  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Hesse,  a  beautiful  Province  of 
Germany,  situated  in  the  basins  of  the  Rhine  and 
AVeser.  More  than  half  the  territory  is  arable  and 
the  soil  very  fertile.  The  vine  is  cultivated  ex- 
tensively, and  the  other  products  are  flax,  hemp, 
hops,  tobacco  and  fruit.  The  face  of  the  country 
is  beautifully  diversified  with  forests  and  hills,  and 
there  are  rich  mines  of  coppei',  iron,  coal  ai;d  salt. 
The  manufactui-e  of  silk,  linen  and  paper  is  also 
carried  on  extensively.     The   educational   institu- 


tions  form  one  of  the  iniiiortant  features  (_if  the 
Province,  where  the  young,  as  throughout  all  (Jer- 
niany,  are  placed  in  school  at  an  early  age  and 
compelled  to  attend  a  sufficient  time  to  obtain  a 
good  practical  education. 

Our  subject  left  this  delightful  region  in  1857, 
when  a  youth  of  eighteen  years,  his  birth  having 
taken  place  June  15,  1831).  His  parents,  John  and 
Margaret  (Schuch)  Hornickle,  were  of  pure  Ger- 
man ancestry',  and  were  also  reared  and  married  in 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Hesse.  After  becoming  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  they  concluded  for  the 
sake  of  these  to  emigrate  to  America,  hoping  to 
better  their  condition,  socially  and  financiallj'. 
The  West  seemed  to  be  the  most  desirable  field  of 
operation  and  accordingly,  upon  setting  foot  on 
American  soil  the3'  proceeded  directly  to  the 
Prairie  State,  locating  first  near  Washington,  Taze- 
well County.  A  year  later  they  came  to  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Livingston,  where  they  engaged  in 
farming.  The  niothei-  rested  from  her  earthly 
labors  in  1880;  the  father  is  still  living  and  is  quite 
aged,  having  been  born  in  1809.  With  one  excep- 
tion their  children  are  all  living.  Henry,  of  our 
sketch,  was  the  eldest  son ;  Margaret  is  a  resident  of 
Iowa;  Nicholas  is  written  of  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume; Martha  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Lee,  who 
is  farming  in  Nebraska ;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Frederick 
Tonb,  is  a  resident  of  Peoria;  Conrad  is  carrying 
on  farming  in  this  township,  and  Lizzie  married 
Henry  Hest,  and  lives  in  Ford  County,  this  State. 

Mr.  Hornickle  after  completing  a  very  good 
education  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade  before 
coming  to  this  country,  but  has  followed  it  little 
since  that  time,  preferring  the  more  active  and  in- 
teresting pursuits  of  farm  life.  He  was  married,  in 
1869,  to  Miss  Fredricka  Lehmann,  a  native  of  his 
own  country  and  born  about  1845.  She  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents  when  quite  young, 
and  has  since  been  a  resident  of  Wisconsin  and 
later  of  Illinois.  They  have  a  bright  and  interest- 
ing family  of  ten  children,  whom  they  named  re- 
spectively as  follows:  John  11.,  Frederick  William, 
Conrad  H.,  Catherine  M.,  Amelia  M.,  Christina  M., 
Annie  E.,  Christian  F.,  Jacob  C.  ancl  Peter  Robert. 
Another,  Elizabeth  C,  died  in  infancy.  They  are 
being  trained  in  the  way  which  will  insure  their 
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usefulness  as  business  citizens  and  their  value  as 
intelligent  members  of  the  fommunity. 

Mr.  Hornicklc  is  regarded  by  his  neighbors  as  a 
good  citizen,  and  has  served  in  his  township  as 
School  Director  and  Road  Commissioner.  Politi- 
cally he  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  relig- 
iously belong-s.  with  his  estimable  wife,  to  the 
Evansrelical  Church. 


/^  HRISTOPIIKR  Df:NNEWITZ.  This  is  an 
\ti  I-.  inviting  country  to  the  people  of  the  old 
^^^^  world,  who  desire  to  better  their  condition, 
aud  to  adopt  and  live  under  the  broad  and  liberal 
laws  of  government  which  were  obtained  here  man}' 
\-eai-s  ago,  and  prevail  to-day.  Not  onl}'  our  laws 
and  our  institutions  are  inducements  to  the  man  who 
is  proscribed  by  nnjust  and  dictatorial  powers,  to 
come  to  this  country,  but  our  vast  and. unoccupied 
domain  is  ample  enough  to  furnish  homes  for  al- 
most the  entire  populatii.ui  of  the  world.  Of  the 
people  of  all  parts  of  the  earth,  who  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  great  opportunities  of  this  coim- 
try,  none  have  filled  a  more  important  place  than 
the  sturdy  sons  of  the  various  portions  of  Ger- 
many. They  occupy  prominent  places  in  all  parts 
of  our  business  fabrics,  and  wherever  the\'  have 
chosen  to  ado])t  agriculture  as  their  calling,  are  to 
be  found  the  best  farms  of  the  country.  The  Ger- 
mans practically  made  Pennsj'lvania  what  it  is,  and 
their  work  is  going  on  surely  and  gradually  in 
man}-  of  the  newer  States  of  the  Union,  and  espe- 
cially in  Illinois,  where  they  have  secured  so  gi-eat 
a  foothold. 

Among  the  German  citizens  of  Livingston  Coun- 
ty is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  native  of 
Prussia,  Germany,  and  was  born  in  that  country,  in 
Howtroder,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1842.  He  is  the 
son  of  diaries  and  Rosa  Dennewitz,  who  Ijecame 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  whosi'  nnmcs  arc  .as 
follows:  Charles,  Christophci-,  Wiili.nii,  Razcy. 
Rickey.  Frederick  and  Ernestine.  Of  these.  Charles, 
Christopher  and  William    were  born   in   Germany, 

,   and  the  rest  in  Ross  County,  Ohio.     When  the  i)ar- 
ents  emigrated  to  America  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
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was  five  years  of  age.  Upon  landing  at  New  York, 
they  went  directly  to  Ross  County,  Ohio,  where 
our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood.  Early  in  his 
youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  cooper,  and  after  ar- 
riving at  manhood  followed  that  occupation  for 
several  years.  In  the  ^-ear  1870  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  of  which  he  has  been  an  honored 
resident  since.  His  father  was  gathered  to  his 
fathers  in  April,  1875;  the  mother  is  residing  in 
this  count}'. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  1873,  Mr.  Dennewitz 
was  married  to  Miss  Emma  Kessling,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  on  the  30th  of  October,  1854.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Angeline  Kessling, 
now  residents  of  Putnam  County,  111.  They  have 
two  children,  whose  names  are,  Katie,  who  was  born 
April  22,  1875,  and  Frederick,  May  30,  1880. 
During  the  first  years  of  Mr.  Dennewitz'  life  he 
had  many  hard  struggles.  He  began  without  capi- 
tal and  under  most  unfavorable  circumstances,  but 
he  persevered  with  much  courage  until  he  now  is  in 
comparatively  easy  circumstances.  His  farm  con- 
sists of  forty  acres  of  good  land,  which  yields  him 
a  fair  revenue  each  year,  and  by  good  management 
and  economy  he  is  enabled  from  time  to  time  to 
add  such  improvements  as  materially  enhance  the 
value  of  the  farm.  In  the  selection  of  a  wife  he 
was  very  fortunate  in  securing  a  woman  who  has 
proved  an  excellent  helpmate. 

Mr.  Dennewitz  votes  and  acts  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  is  not  active  enough  in  politics  to 
consume  time  which  could  be  devoted  to  business. 
He  and  his  wife  are  honored  members  of  society, 
and  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  tiie  people 
among  whom  thev  live. 


••#- 


*  l^'ILLIAM  Z.  WALDEN,  of  Pontine  Town- 
wiJ/l  ^'"'1''  '^  ^^^^  proprietor  of  180  acres  of  good 
WW  l:i"d  on  section  1 2,  and  is  a  worthy  illus- 
tialioii  oi  tiie  self-made  man,  who,  by  his  enter- 
prise and  industry,  has  attained  to  a  good  position 
socially  and  financially.  He  came  to  this  section 
when  a  young  man  in  the  twenty-second  year  of 
his  age,  and  has  since  been  a  resident  here,  identi- 
fying himself  fully  with  the  interests  of  the  people 
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around  liirn,  and  contributing  his  full  share  toward 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil  ami  the  development  of 
the  resource;;  of  Livingston  County.  Of  late  years 
his  land  has  been  largely  devoted  to  the  raising  of 
hay  and  grain,  which  he  has  utilized  in  the  feeding 
of  a  large  amount  of  stock,  including  cattle  and 
hogs. 

Mr.  Walden  was  born  near  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 
Nov.  7,  1848,  and  is  the  son  of  Aaron  W.  and  Mar- 
garet (Black)  Walden.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Kentuck}';  his  mother  died  when  he  was  a  child  of 
seven  3'ears.  He  remained  with  his  father,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  principallj' in  McLeau  County, 
this  State,  to  which  the  father  had  removed.  Sub- 
sequently the  elder  Walden  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Pontiac  Township. 

Mr.  Walden  was  married,  in  the  spring  of  1870, 
to  Miss  Alice  Pettibone,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  a  resident  of  this  county. 
Mr.  Walden  was  subsequently  married,  Oct.  20, 
1876,  to  Miss  Enstena  Olke.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  five  children,  four  now  living,  namel}' : 
Mary,  Frances,  Rachel  and  May.  One  daughter, 
Laura,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Walden,  politically, 
is  a  decided  Republican,  and  is  numbered  among 
the  representative  men  of  his  township.  He  has 
been  successful  in  the  management  of  his  farm  and 
the  investment  of  his  capital,  effecting  great  im- 
provements on  the  land  since  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session, and  each  j^ear  adding  something  to  its  at- 
tractions as  a  place  of  residence,  and  its  value  as 
real  estate. 
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iOBERT  WALKER,  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
^  in  the  village  of  Emington,  has  been  a 
citizen  of  Broughton  Township  since  the 
)  spring  of  1883.  He  is  a  Scotchman  by 
birth  and  parentage,  and  an  admirable  specimen 
mentally  and  phj'sically  of  that  nationalit3-  than 
which  there  is  considered  none  superior  in  the 
whole  world.  His  birth  took  place  near  Dumfries- 
shire, Maj'  2,  1826,  in  the  parish  of  LTrr,  at  the  home 
of  his  parents,  John  and  Mary  (Nish)  Walker,  na- 
tives of  the  same  locality.  Young  Walker  contin- 
ued near  the  scenes  of  his  earlv    childhood    until 
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reaehing  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  when 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  located  near  the  city 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.  He  had  been  reared  to  farm  pur- 
suits, and  followed  this  in  the  Empire  State  for 
some  time.  He  finally  became  a  resident  of  Great 
Valley,  Cattaraugus  County,  and  there  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Miss  Lydia  Atilda  Matthevvson,  to 
whom  he  was  married  on  the  10th  of  December, 
18.")3. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker 
came  to  LaSalle  County,  this  State,  where  our  subject 
engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  for  a  period  of  five  years. 
He  then  purchased  a  team  and  rented  a  tract 
of  land  in  Ophir  Township,  where  he  farmed 
four  years  on  his  own  account,  and  then  re- 
moved, in  1865,  to  LTnion  Township,  this  county. 
Here  he  rented  land  another  four  years,  and  in  the 
meantime  had  purchased  eighty  acres,  applying  his 
surplus  cash  to  its  payment.  He  was  prospered  in  his 
labors,  and  in  1872  added  another  eighty  acres  to  his 
first  purchase,  and  now  has  a  quarter  section  of  as 
good  land  as  there  is  in  this  part  of  Livingston 
County.  It  is  thoroughly  drained  with  tile,  and 
thefencesare  of  hedge,  combining  both  beauty  and 
utility;  the  farm  buildings  are  neat  and  substan- 
tial. Here  Mr.  Walker  continued  with  his  estim- 
able ladj'  until  retiring  from  active  labor  in  the 
spring  of  1883.  He  then  purchased  the  town  resi- 
dence which  he  now  owns,  and  surrounded  by  the 
comforts  of  life,  is  enjo^'ing  his  declining  vears  in  a 
manner  befitting  his  station. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Mary 
P.  was  born  May  2.5,  1855,  in  Great  Valley,  Catta- 
raugus Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  became  the  wife  of  Walter 
W.  Wright,  of  Union  Township,  this  county;  they 
are  living  upon  a  farm  and  are  the  parents  of  two 
children.  Lj'dia  E.  Walker  was  born  Sept.  3,  1850, 
in  Waltham,  LaSalle  County,  and  married  Alfred  E. 
Wright,  of  Union  Township,  where  they  now  re- 
side; Robert  John  was  born  March  12,  1861,  in 
Ophir  Township,  LaSalle  Count3',  and  married  Bliss 
Phebe  Cook;  they  occupj'  the  old  homestead,  and 
have  two  children. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Hale 
and  Prudence  (Williams)  Matthewson,  who  were 
married  Feb.  14,  1817,  in  Springville,  Cattaraugus 
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Co.,  N.  Y.  Her  father  w:is  a  native  of  Massaclui- 
sett^  and  a  rlesceiidant  of  excellent  Scotch  ancestry. 
He  was  I'orn  Jan.  9,  1793,  and  departed  this  life 
at  his  home  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y..  Jnnc  19,  1871. 
He  served  as  a  drummer  in  the  War  o{  181l',  :mil 
at  the  time  of  the  burning  of  Buffalo  was  stationed 
there.  He  was  finally  taken  ill  and  sent  home  on  a 
furlough,  and  the  war  closed  before  he  was  enabled 
to  return  to  his  regiment.  His  wife  Prudence  was 
born  in  the  .State  of  Vermont,  July  2,  1798,  and 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  a  brother  of  Roger  Will- 
iams, of  Rhode  Island.  She  also  died  at  the  home- 
stead in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  passing  aw.ay  many 
years  before  her  husband,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1844.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Walker 
died  in  Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y.,  where  her  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Stephen  Williams,  also  spent 
his  last  years,  in  Concord.  The  male  members  of 
the  family  for  many  generations  were  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthewson 
had  a  family  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  lived 
to  reach  their  majority,  and  six  are  still  living: 
Mary  Helen  was  born  June  6,  1820,  and  married 
Alfred  Devendorf:  she  died  in  September,  18G4, 
leaving  three  children,  who  are  still  residents  of 
New  York  State.  Lydia  Atilda,  Mrs.  Walker,  was 
born  Feb.  1,  1824:  Jenks  H.  was  born  Sept.  ■•),  1826, 
is  married  and  the  father  of  two  children ;  he  is 
farming  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.  Eliza  Jane  was  born 
Feb.  5,  1831,  and  is  the  wife  of  William  Huftell,  a 
machinist  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  they  have  one  child 
living.  Stephen  W.  was  born  Nov.  1,  1833,  is  un- 
married, and  a  resident  of  the  Empire  State;  Chris- 
topher C.  was  born  Nov.  10,  1835,  is  unmarried, 
and  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania;  Valencia  was  born 
Dec.  G,  1837,  married  John  Huftell,  of  Buffalo,  and 
they  have  one  child;  Chancy  B.  was  born  Nov.  17, 
1840,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  under  Gen. 
McClelland,  and  in  one  of  the  hard  fought  battles  lost 
a  liand;  he  received  a  pension  from  the  Government 
and  died  at  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  in 
about  1808. 

Mr.  Walker  is  a  liorn   geiilluiiian,    whole-souled 

and  generous,  and  a  great  favorite  among  his  neigh- 

liors  and  acquaintances.      He  came  to  this  part  of 

,    Illinois  in  the  midst  of  his  youth  and  strength,  and 

proved  just  such  a  man  as  was  needed  in  his  town- 


ship to  assist  in  developiiig  the  soil  and  encouraging 
its  settlement  by  a  thrifty  and  intelligent  class  of 
people.  As  has  been  already  inilicated  he  commenced 
life  without  means,  and  accumulated  his  present 
desiraT)le  property  solely  by  the  exercise  of  his  own 
industry  and  good  judgment. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  son  in  a  family  of 
six  children.  His  eldest  brother,  John,  who  re- 
mains in  his  native  Scotland,  owns  a  portion  of  the 
land  that  was  deeded  to  one  of  his  ancestors  by 
Robert  Bruce,  under  the  following  circumstances: 
After  Sir  William  Wallace  and  Robert  Bruce  had 
finished  fighting  a  certain  battle  they  went  to  a 
house  and  called  for  food.  When  the  good  lady 
had  supplied  it  Bruce  told  her  to  go  out  and  walk 
around  all  the  land  she  could  while  they  were  eat- 
ing and  he  would  deed  it  to  her.  Whereupon  she 
gave  the  two  but  one  spoon,  and  the  porridge  being 
hot,  she  thus  secured  IGO  acres,  which  has  been  in- 
herited from  father  to  son  since  that  day. 

Robert  Walker  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket  and  is  a  strict  temperance  man,  his  sympathies 
leaning  strongly  toward  prohibition.  Both  he  and 
his  estimable  lady  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  Emington,  and  for  years  have 
been  numbered  among  its  most  cheerful  and  liberal 
supporters. 

^70HN  MASTERS  is  truly  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Pleas- 
ant Ridge  Township.  His  farm  consists  of 
309  acres  of  choice  land,  and  the  buildings 
which  afford  shelter  for  his  family  and  the  domestic 
animals  of  the  farm  are  ample  in  dimensions  and 
convenient  in  their  construction.  There  is  no  bet- 
ter conducted  or  better  regulated  farm  on  section 
30  than  the  one  owned  by  our  subject.  Mr.  Mas- 
ters is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  was  born 
in  Butler  County  on  the  yth  of  September,  1830. 
He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Mas- 
ters, of  Ohio.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  during  his  life  was  a  prominent  citizen  of 
the  section  where  he  resided.  He  died  in  the  year 
1830,  .and  the  mother  survived  until  the  1st  of 
January,  18G8.     They  were  the    parents   of  seven 
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children:  Maiy,  who  died  in  cliiklliood;  Annie, 
Mrs.  William  Virgin;  Sarah,  who  married  William 
Sense,  and  died  some  years  after;  James,  Samuel, 
AVilliam  and  John. 

Our  suliject  was  the  youngest  member  of  his 
father's  family.  At  the  age  of  five  years  his  mother 
moved  to  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  and  he  was 
reared  on  the  farm  where  he  remained  twenty  yeai*s. 
During  this  time  he  attended  the  common  schools 
as  opportunities  would  permit,  and  assisted  to  the 
best  of  his  abilities  in  the  worjc  upon  the  farm.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  on  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1853,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  Connor,  a 
native  of  Indiana,  who  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1833.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Franklin)  Connor,  and  her  mother  died  when 
Mrs.  Masters  was  twelve  months  old.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Masters  have  been  born  three  children : 
Jasper  C,  who  married  Dorcas  J.  Oppey ;  William 
A.,  who  married  Rosa  Bryant,  and  one  who  died  in 
infancj' ;  both  of  the  sons  are  farmers,  and  are 
meeting  with  success  in  their  undertakings. 

Mr.  Masters  came  to  Illinois  from  Tippecanoe 
County,  Ind.,  in  1856,  and  located  in  Pleasant 
Ridge  Township,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  the  township.  All  of  his  large  tract  of 
land  is  highly  cultivated,  and  the  improvements  of 
all  classes  are  good.  Mr.  Masters  belongs  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  keeps  pace  with  the  pro- 
gressiveness  of  that  organization.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  he  has  been  en- 
trusted with  some  of  the  township  offices,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  lias  given  excellent  satisfac- 


tion. 
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^^EORGE  WORRICK,  a  retired  farmer  and 
III  ^^  now  a  resident  of  Fairbury,  came  to  Liv- 
^^ijj  ingston  County  in  1854,  making  the  long 
journey  from  the  State  of  Ohio  by  teams,  and  af- 
terward settling  upon  an  uncultivated  tract  of  land, 
wliich  he  in  due  time  transformed  into  a  valuable 
homestead.  His  first  purchase  was  125  acres,  to 
which  he  subsequently  added  until  he  is  now  the 
possessor  of  a  half  section,  supplied  with  handsome 
^  '  and  substantial  buildings  and  all  the  appliances  of  a 
4» 


first-class  country  estate.  He  retired  from  active 
labor  in  1883,  when  he  turned  over  the  farm  to  the 
hands  of  his  sous  and  removed  to  town,  where  he 
occupies  one  of  the  finest  dwellings  in  the  village. 
He  was  long  ago  recognized  as  a  valued  addition  to 
the  communitj'  of  Indian  Grove  Township,  and 
both  in  country  and  town  is  widelj'  and  favorably 
Imown  as  a  representative  citizen. 

The  early  years  of  Mr.  Worrick's  life  were  passed 
in  Marj'land,  where  he  was  born  Jan.  26,  1810.  In 
1819  his  parents  removed  to  Greene  County,  Pa., 
where  he  remained  until  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
employed  in  farming,  and  during  the  winter  season 
pursuing  the  common  branches  at  the  district  schools. 
While  a  resident  of  the  Keystone  State  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Comjiston,  a  na- 
tive of  Greene  County,  and  born  July  31,1813. 
Mrs.  Worrick  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Evans)  Compston,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  latter.of  Culpeper  County,  Va.  They 
were  married  in  Greene  County,  Pa.  Mr.  Wor- 
rick's parents  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1857,  locat- 
ing in  Belle  Prairie  Township,  this  county,  where 
the  father  followed  farming  until  called  from  his 
eartlily  labors  in  February,  1882.  The  mother  had 
departed  this  life  ten  years  earlier.  They  were 
ver}^  pious  people  and  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  IMrs.  Worrick  removed  from  Pennsylva- 
nia to  Ohio  in  1842,  locating  in  Licking  County, 
where  our  subject  occupied  himself  in  keeping  a 
hotel  and  dealing  in  stock  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
one  years.  He  came  to  Illinois  in  1854,  and  his 
subsequent  course  we  have  already  indicated.  The 
household  circle  was  completed  by  the  bii'th  of  five 
sons  and  three  daughters :  Mary  J.,  the  eldest,  is 
the  wife  of  William  Johnson,  of  Strawn ;  John  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  E.  Ayers,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased, the  former  being  killed  by  a  runaway  team : 
Maria  is  Mrs.  Alex.  McNabb,  of  Chicago ;  Henry 
married  Miss  Maria  Lyons;  Luther  R.  married  Ma- 
rion Carpenter,  who  died  of  consumption  in  1881  ; 
Harriet  became  the  wife  of  John  Skane,  and  is  liv- 
ing in  Fairbury;  Charles  married  Miss  Jane  Harp, 
and  Jacob  married  Miss  Maiia  Barnes. 

Mr.  Worrick  has  been  prominent  in  local  affairs 
since  becoming  a  resident  of  Livingston   County, 
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holiling  the  variouj  township  ottices,  and  being-  one 
of  the  pillar?  of  tlie  Chri:<tian  Chiivch,  in  wliieh  he 
has  offieiateil  as  Elder  for  thirty  years.  He  cast  his 
first  Presi<lential  vote  for  (^en.  Jackson,  and  con- 
tinued a  Democrat  up  to  the  administration  of 
James  Buchanan.  The  war  aaitatiim  and  its  results 
had  the  effect  of  chauaing  his  political  views,  and  he 
has  since  voted  the  Republican  ticket. 

T  OLLIS  P.  SWAX.  Among  the  well-to-do 
Ir'^',  farmers  of  Living-ston  Countj^  who  have 
JL^  succeeded  through  individual  effort  and 
(^i  economy  in  acquiring  a  handsome  propert_y 
both  real  and  personal,  Mr.  Swan  deserves  promi- 
nent mention.  He  is  living  upon  his  large  and  pro- 
ductive farm  on  section  16,  Saunemin  Township, 
and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  grain  is  ex- 
tensively eugaged  in  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Swan  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  was  born 
on  the  12th  of  September,  1836.  He  is  the  son  of 
Jarvis  W.  and  Esther  (Wallace)  Swan,  natives  of 
^'ermont  and  New  York  respectively.  His  pater- 
nal ancestors  were  of  English  origin,  and  the  grand- 
father, Ebeuezer  Swan,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,  being  one  of  the  minute  men,  and 
W.1S  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  The  ma- 
ternal ancestors  were  of  Scotch  origin,  the  family 
name  being  Wallace.  In  the  fall  of  1836,  when  our 
subject  was  a  babe,  his  parents  removed  to  Illinois 
and  settled  in  Kane  County,  where  they  were 
among  the  earliest  pioneers  and  remained  until 
their  death,  that  of  the  father  occurring  on  the  7th 
of  December,  1883,  antl  the  mother's  on  the  l.sth  of 
April,  1886.  The  parents  had  six  children,  of 
whom  five  survive,  viz.:  Hollis  P.,  our  subject; 
Cordelia,  the  widow  of  Edward  Delano,  of  Kane 
County;  E^dwin,  of  Harvey  County,  Kan.;  Charles 
H.,  of  Livingston  County,  and  Albert  W.,  of  Paw- 
nee C<junty,  Kan.  The  father  of  our  sul>ject  was 
one  of  the  representative  pioneers  of  Kane  County, 
III.,  and  became  widely  and  favorably  known  dur- 
ing Ills  residence  there.  In  that  county  the  snbjeet< 
of  our  .iketcli  was  reared  to  manhood  and  received 
a  limited  erlucation.  Since  becoming  a  man  he  has 
'  l^een  a  constant   reader   ;ind  an  extensive  traveler. 


thus  making  his  knowledge  of  affairs  broad  and 
comprehensive. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1859,  Mr.  Swan  was  mar- 
ried, in  Kane  County,  111.,  to  Miss  Mary  AVilding, 
a  native  of  that  county.  She  was  born  on  the  15th 
of  February,  1840,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Louisa  (Benjamin)  AVilding,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Wales,  and  the  latter  of  New  York,  and 
both  became  early  settlers  of  Kane  County,  111. 
The  father  died  on  the  3d  of  Maj',  1885,  and  the 
death  of  the  mother  occurred  on  the  6th  of  Janu- 
avy,  1875.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  lllj'. 
and  Mrs.  Swan:  Perry  L.,  deceased;  and  Sylvia  Y., 
wife  of  A.  M.  Iiwin,  of  Marshall  Count}',  111.,  but 
at  present  residing  with  Mr.  Swan. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1861,  Mr.  Swan  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  7th  Kansas  Cavalrj^  being  a 
resident  of  that  State  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  For  a  time  he  operated  in  the  western  border 
counties  of  Missouri,  and  at  the  battle  of  Little 
Blue  he  was  severely  wounded,  having  received  in 
this  fight  six  bullets,  and  was  left  in  tbe  woods  for 
dead  when  the  regiment  marched  away.  He  was 
subsequently  in  various  hospitals  several  months, 
and  upon  his  recover}-  rejoined  his  regiment,  which 
was  then  sent  into  the  South  and  conducted  its  fu- 
ture operations  principally  in  Keutncky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  He  was  with 
his  regiment  in  the  battles  of  Corinth,  Holly  Springs, 
and  the  Red  River  campaign,  after  which  they 
were  transferred  to  the  Iron  Mountain  Railroad  in 
Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  driving  out  Gen.  Price 
and  his  array,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Iron  Mountain,  Pilot  Knob,  and  numerous  otliers 
of  minor  importance.  His  enlistment  in  the  army 
was  as  a  private,  but  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Sergeant,  and  in  that  position  was  discharged 
and  mustered  out  in  November,  1863.  He  then 
returned  to  Illinois  and  to  Livingston  County,  in 
1865,  arriving  but  a  few  days  before  the  assassina- 
tion of  President  Liuculn.  He  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  on  section  16  in  that  year,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

Mr.  Swan  owns  320  acres  of  land  in  Saunemin 
Townsliip,  and  also  has  landed  interests  in  Kansas. 
Politically,  he  votes  and  acts  iudcpcndentl}'.  He 
has  served   us   Township   Road    Commissioner,    in 
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which  capacity  he  rendered  good  service,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  atSauneraiu,  and  also 
of  the  Masonic  fraternitj-,  No.  738,  Saiinemin,  III. 
He  is  a  liberal-minded  man  and  warmlj'  endorses 
all  enterprises  projected  for  the  advancement  of 
the  people  of  his  neighborhood. 


R.  NATHAN  S.  PARSONS,  diiiggist  and 
practicing  ph_ysicianatFairbiirv,  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  old  school,  and  completed  his 
studies  at  Burlington,  Vt.,  in  1874.  He 
had  taken  a  thorough  course,  and  was  for  three 
years  under  the  tutorship  of  the  eminent  Dr.  Will- 
iam S.  Honsinger,  of  West  Chazj',  N.  Y.,  where  he 
also  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital. He  has  been  a  faithful  student,  and  keeps 
himself  well  posted  upon  the  views  of  the  latest 
authors  of  medical  works,  and  assisted  by  a  fine 
library,  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  success, 
and  long  ago  became  universally  popular. 

Dr.  Parsons  was  born  in  Clinton  Count}-,  N.  Y., 
May  13,  1851,  and  was  reared  on  the  farm  of  his 
father,  Nathan  M.  Parsons,  until  a  youth  of  eight- 
een years.  Then,  having  graduated  from  the  com- 
mon schools,  he  entered  upon  the  higher  branches, 
and  after  a  thorough  course  in  these,  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
formerly  Miss  Sarah  Moore,  a  natives  of"  Canada, 
and  both  parents  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  the  father 
was  connected  for  forty  years.  He  was  born  in 
1800,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  county, 
his  death  taking  place  in  1871.  He  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability,  both  intellectually  and 
in  a  business  capacit}^,  and  besides  filling  the  minor 
offices  in  his  township,  served  three  years  as  County 
Clerk.  The  mother  passed  away  in  1 862,  wheu 
fifty-one  years  of  age.  The  ten  children  of  the 
parental  family  were  named  Henry,  Washington, 
Almira,  Tempy,  Gilson  T.,  Cornelius  H.,  Dora, 
Henry  C,  Alfred  A.  and  Nathan  S.  Of  these, 
seven  only  are  living. 

Dr.  Parsons  while  a  resident  of  West  Chazy,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma   F.    Reynolds, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  the  city  of  Burling- 
<t*  • 


ton,  Vt.  Mrs.  P.  was  born  m  that  city  in  18C1. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birtii  of  three  chil- 
dren, all  living,  Mabel  M.,  Jessie  M.  and  George 
S.  The  Doctor  commenced  practice  at  Altona,  N. 
Y.,  in  1874,  and  altho^igh  still  a  young  man,  en- 
joys an  extensive  patronage.  He  is  especially  pro- 
ficient as  a  surgeon,  and  at  the  time  of  the  terrible 
Chatsworth  disaster,  was  one  of  the  first  called  upon 
to  assistin  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded. 
His  cool  judgment  and  steady  nerves  were  just 
what  was  needed  at  that  time,  and  he  proved  him- 
self equal  to  the  emergencj',  acting  with  prompt- 
ness and  excellent  judgment,  amputating  limbs,  set- 
ting joints  and  reducing  fractures,  besides  stitching 
up  gaping  wounds.  He  carries  a  fine  stock  of  drugs, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  as  a  citizen  and  business 
man,  as  well  as  a  phj^sician  and  surgeon.  He  was 
reared  by  pious  parents  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  although  npt  at  present  con- 
nected with  any  religious  denomination.  Politi- 
cally he  upholds  Republican  principles,  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Modern  Woodman  of 
America,  being  Examining  Surgeon  of  the  lodge  at 
Fairbury.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  City 
Council  in  August,  1887.  His  handsome  and  at- 
tractive residence  is  located  on  Fourth  street,  where 
he  and  his  excellent  lady  dispense  generous  hospi- 
talit}'  to  scores  of  friends. 
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LVIN  WAIT,  County  Clerk  of  Livingston 
■@/lJ|  Country,  is  now  completing  his  third  term 
'//^ii  as  the  Incumbent  of  this  office,  the  duties 
of  which  he  has  discharged  in  a  highly 
creditable  manner.  He  has  been  connected  with 
local  affairs  for  many  years,  serving  as  Township 
Collector  and  Deputy  Postmaster  before  being 
elected  to  his  present  position. 

Mr.  Wait  was  born  in  Dresden,  Ohio,  Oct.  30, 
1843,  and  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth  after  the 
manner  of  most  farmers'  sons,  attending  school 
during  the  winter  season  and  assisting  on  the  farm 
in  the  summer.  He  was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  Rel)eUion,  and  a  year 
later  enlisted  in  Companj'  D,  l-27th  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  served  two  j^ears  and  seven  months.  He 
,= ■» 


1^ 


t 


6S2 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


-J 


participated  in  maii_y  of  the  important  battles  of 
the  war,  namelj-,  tlie  sieoe  and  capture  of  Vicks- 
burg  and  the  battles  of  Arkansas  Post,  Resaea, 
Ga.,  Dallas  Woods,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  and  the 
siege  of  Atlanta.  Biiring  the  fierce  conflict  at  the 
last-named  place,  which  lasted  from  July  20  to  tiie 
28th,  his  left  leg  was  so  badl^'  shattered  bj-  a 
niinie  ball  that  it  became  necessar3^  to  amputate  it. 
This  naturally  ended  his  fighting  days,  and  he  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  on  the  2jth  of 
March,  18(55. 

After  being  mustered  out  Mr.  AVait  returned 
home  and  attended  a  district  school,  and  also  the 
Soldier's  College  at  Fulton,  Whiteside  County. 
Dec.  31,  1808,  he  was  uniterl  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Alice  A.  Maxwell,  who  was  born  in  Taunton. 
Mass.,  April  -i,  IS-iJ,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  J.  .S.  Maxwell,  a  minister  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  now  a  resident  of  Crawfordsville,  lud. 
The  young  people  after  their  marriage  located  in 
Dwight,  this  count}',  and  Mr.  Wait  was  elected  to 
his  present  position  in  November.  1877,  moving  to 
Pontiac  on  the  28th  of  November  of  that  year. 
He  is  a  decided  Republican  politically,  and  so- 
cially belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  G.  A.  K.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wait  there  were  born  five  children. 
four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Burton  C, 
Hattie  E.,  Grade  M.  and  an  infant  not  named. 


^ilJ'OHN  W.  HART.  One  of  the  enterprising 
citizens  of  Long  Point  Township  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  who  is  located  on  a  farm 
on  section  19.  He  was  born  on  the  28th  of 
July,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Rachel 
(Thomas)  Hart,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
respectively.  The  father  of  Mr.  Hart  came  to 
Grundy  County,  111.,  in  1854.  and  during  his  life 
was  engaged  in  farming,  and  was  a  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Church  for  about  forty  years.  He  was 
born  June  17,  1817,  and  died  Jan.  2G,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-five  years.  Tlie  motlier  is  still  living, 
and  resides  in  Odell  Township,  in  this  county.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  nearly  all  her  life,  and  has  been  devoted  to 
religious  and  benevolent  work.     .Samuel   and    Ra- 


chel Hart  became  the  parents  of  the  following- 
named  children :  Hannah,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years;  William  resided  in  Nebraska,  was 
twice  married,  first  to  a  Miss  Martin,  deceased,  and 
afterward  to  Sarah  INIartin,  who  is  also  dead;  there 
was  one  child  born  by  each  marriage.  Aquilla  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  after  being  in  the 
service  two  and  one-half  j^ears,  was  struck  by  a 
piece  of  shell  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  re- 
ceiving an  injury  which  resulted  in  his  death;  Sa- 
rah married  E.  Anderson,  has  seven  children,  and 
lives  in  Livingston  County;  Robert  married  Sarah 
White,  and  died  on  the  7th  of  September,  1887, 
leaving  two  children  ;  Lydia  Ann  married  Charles 
Martin,  and  they  had'five  children,  one  of  whom 
is  deceased;  Mr.  Martin  is  a  tile  and  brick  manu- 
facturer, and  lives  at  Watseka,  111.  Mary  married 
Leonidas  Martin,  of  Dwight,  111.,  and  h.as  had  four 
cliildren,  one  of  whom  is  deceased;  Rachel  married 
L.  M.  Bundy,  a  physician  and  druggist  at  Cissna 
Park,  Iroquois  Co.,  111.,  and  has  two  children;  John 
W.  married  Anna  Amanda  Whiteley.  Mr.  Hart 
and  Miss  Whitelej'  were  married  on  the  24th  of 
December,  1868,  and  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  Elmira,  born  Nov.  25,  1870;  Samuel  F., 
born  July  26,  1874,  and  now  attending  the  High 
School  at  Streator,  111.,  and  Annie,  born  April  11, 
188G.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hart  were  F.  A.  rmd 
Elmira  (Russell)  Whiteley,  natives  of  New  York, 
the  former  born  Oct.  3,  1812,  in  Tioga  County, 
and  the  latter,  Nov.  21,  1812,  in  Putnam  County. 
Their  marriage  took  place  Jan.  17,  183S),  and  of  the 
children  of  this  union  Mrs.  Hart  alone  survives. 

.lohn  W.  Hart,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  en- 
listed in  the  army  on  the  13th  of  August,  1862,  in 
Grundy  County,  111.,  and  was  assigned  to  Company 
D,  1 27th  Illinois  Infantry.  After  remaining  in 
Chicago  about  two  months,  he  went  with  his  regL- 
ment  to  Memphis,  Tenn.  He  participated  in  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  the  engagement  of  Arkan- 
sas Post,  wlieic  the  Union  forces  captured  nearly 
all  the  rebels  engaged  in  the  fight.  He  was  at  Mis- 
sion Ridge  and  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  but  when 
within  sight  of  Atlanta  he  was  taken  jirisouer  and 
removed  to  Andersonville  Prison,  where  he  re- 
mained one  month  and  twenty-two  days,  when  he 
was  exchanged.     ^V'hileat  Andersonville  the  suffer- 
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ing  on  account  of  insufficient  food  and  water  was 
intense.  A  part  of  the  time  a  half  pint  of  unbolted 
meal  per  daj\  and  the  balance  of  the  time  a  small 
amount  of  corn  bread,  with  once  a  week  about  a 
tablespoonful  of  molasses,  was  all  they  had  to  sub- 
sist on,  and  the  water  which  they  drank  was  that 
which  ran  from  the  camps  and  the  cook  houses,  and 
was  wholly  unfit  for  even  beasts  to  drink.  When 
he  was  exchanged  he  rejoined  his  company  and 
regiment,  and  went  with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  and  at 
the  close  of  this  campaign  his  regiment  proceeded 
to  Washington,  where  lie  was  nuistered  out  of  the 
service. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  army  5Ir.  H.  engaged  in 
the  work  of  farming,  and  has  followed  that  occu- 
pation ever  since.  He  owns  fortj'  acres  of  land  on 
section  27,  and  his  wife  owns  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 1  7,  upon  which  they  reside.  Both  pieces  of 
land  are  well  improved  and  in  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation, well  fenced  and  bountifullj'  supplied  with 
wholesome  water.  Mr.  Hart  is  a  member  of  Rut- 
land Post  No.  292,  G.  A.  R.,  aud  is  highly  es- 
teemed as  a  comrade.  He  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  in  good  standing  of  ilie  Methodist  ^Epis- 
copal Church.  On  account  of  his  very  decided 
views  on  the  temperance  question,  Mr.  Hart  has 
attached  his  political  fortunes  to  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  of  the  doctrines  of  that  party  he  is  a 
strong  and  earnest  advocate.  Mr.  Hart's  educa- 
tional advantages  were  ver3'  meagre,  but  by  study 
at  odd  times  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  fair  edu- 
cation. He  has  had  to  depend  largeh'  on  his  own 
resources  for  success  in  life,  and  has  been  rewarded 
with  measurably  good  success.  He  is  a  Christian 
gentleman,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  stable  citizen. 

/p^ILES  D.  SAXTON.  The  jesvol  of  a  corn- 
Ill  ,— p  munity  is  the  good  neighbor  who  can  al- 
^^^41  ways  be  depended  upon  in  times  of  adver- 
sity or  pressing-  emergency,  and  the  acts  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  some  of  which  are  named  further 
on,  show  that  he  has  never  failed  to  respond  cheer- 
fully to  such  demands,  and  without  hope  of  reward, 
further  than  an  approving  conscience.  Mr.  Saxton's 
farm   home  is  located  on  section  8,  Rook's  Creek 


Township,  where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  fine  farm- 
ing land,  with  a  residence  which  is  so  nearly  perfect 
in  all  its  ap[(ointmeuts  that  further  improvements 
would  be  out  of  the  question. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Frederick  Saxton,  and 
was  born  on  the  26th  of  August,  1834,  in  the  State 
of  Now  York.  He  left  there  at  the  age  of  three 
3'ears,  and  with  his  parents  located  in  Piqna  County, 
Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  Illinois  in  the  year 
1852.  locating  in  Peoria  County.  Mr.  Saxton  was 
married,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1864.  to  Jane  M. 
Young,  of  Chillicothe,  111.,  at  which  time  he  was 
thirtj'  years  of  age.  When  a  boy  of  eight  years,  he 
commenced  working  in  a  brickyard,  and  followed 
that  occupation  and  masonry  until  about  1871, 
seven  years  after  his  marriage,  when  he  came  to  his 
present  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saxton  have  had  six 
children:  Frederick,  born  Feb.  21,  1867,  died  in 
infancy;  Minnie,  born  May  17,  1869,  has  quali- 
fied herself  for  a  teacher,  and  has  been  quite  success- 
ful in  that  profession  ;  Delia  .J.,  born  Sept.  25,  1  872, 
and  died  Dec.  19,  1877;  Leona  Y.,  born  April  20, 
1877;  Charles  L.,  Sept.  1,1881;  M.  Berenice,  June 
9,  1884. 

Mr.  Saxton's  father  was  Frederick  Saxton,  who 
was  born  in  New  York,  Sept.  1, 1806.  The  mother 
was  Jiliza  Clark,  who  was  born  April  8,  1810,  and 
thej'  were  married  on  the  13th  of  January,  1831. 
To  them  were  born  seven  children,  as  follows: 
Nancy  E.,  born  Nov.  18,  1832,  in  New  York,  was 
married  to  George  Hurlburt,  by  whom  she  had  six 
children;  she  died  about  1876,  in  Nebraska.  Giles 
D. ;  F.  L.  was  born  on  the  2d  of  March,  1837,  mar- 
ried Marj'  J.  Ramsey,  has  five  children,  and  lives  in 
Long  Point  Township,  Livingston  County;  Julia 
S.,  born  Nov.  17,  1 839,  married  Joseph  Hamlin, 
has  tvvo  children,  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Emily  H., 
born  Jan.  15,  1842,  married  Bradley  Martin,  is  a 
widow,  and  lives  in  Butler  County,  Kan. ;  Andrew 
A.,  born  June  23,  1844,  and  died  July  20,  1857; 
Eliza  S.,  born  June  29,  1847,  and  lives  in  Butler, 
Kan. 

Mrs.  Saxton's  father,  Matthias  Young,  was  born 
March  30,  1812,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  lived  for 
some  time  in  Ohio  and  Illinois.  He  now  resides  in 
Iowa.  Her  mother,  Elizabeth  (Butler)  Young,  was 
born  in  Ohio  in   1815.     They   were  married  about 
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1830,  and  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  as  fol- 
lows: William  H.,  born  in  1837;  Sarali  'SI.,  in 
1839:  Chark'S  M.,  in  ls4i>;  Jane  M.,  in  1844; 
George  Q..  in  1846;  Delia,  liorn  in  1849,  and  died 
in  infancy  ;  Ella  E.,  born  in  1852  ;  Amanda,  in  1858 ; 
Etta  died  in  infancy;  Ida  B.,  born  in  18C1. 

Mr.  Saxton  became  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party  at  its  urganization,  and  voted  for  Gen.  Fre- 
mont in  185G,  and  atHIiated  with  that  party  until 
the  candidacy  of  Peter  Cooper  for  President  in 
1876,  when  he  became  an  advocate  of  the  i)rinciples 
of  the  Greenback  party.  He  is  a  very  pronounced 
temperance  man,  and  heartily  approves  the  propo- 
sition to  confer  the  right  of  sufifragc  upon  women. 
He  has  never  been  a  member  of  .iny  religious  de- 
nomination, and  his  creed  is  based  upon  the  Script- 
ural precept  which  he  never  forgets,  "Love  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself." 
He  is  liberal  in  the  support  of  all  worthy  charities, 
and  no  needy  neighbor  has  ever  applied  to  him  in 
vain. 

HILO  B.  ZEILMAN,  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  Long  Point  Township,  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  located  on  section 
12.  His  farm  consists  of  eighty  acres  of 
fine  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  good  dwellings 
and  farm  buildings.  His  home  is  located  within 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  a  school-house,  and 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  three  different  churches, 
while  his  post-ottiee,  Long  Point,  is  not  far  distant. 
Mr.  Zeilman  is  a  native  of  New  York,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  November,  1829,  and  is 
tlie  son  of  Cc^rnelius  and  Betsy  (Hall)  Zeilman,  na- 
tives of  New  Y'urk,  and  farmers  l)y  occupation. 
They  immigrated  to  Illinois  in  1837,  locating  first 
in  Bureau  County,  where  thej'  remained  for  about 
six  years.  In  1844  they  came  to  Livingston 
Count}',  where  the  father  died  Nov.  5,  1867,  and 
was  interred  in  tlie  Long  Point  Cemetery;  the 
mother  died  .July  24,1861.  They  had  a  family 
consisting  of  the  following  cliildren:  Darlliy  .\iin. 
Kacliel,  Philo,  Henry,  Aaron,  Olive;  William  Henry 
and  George  W.,  twins;  Sarah,  LncinclM  :  Mary  and 
Jane,  twins,  :md  Betsy.  Darthy  Ann.  ulio  died 
about  1845.    was  married   to  .Jonas    .Jolinson.  who 
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died  in  the  army,  leaving  one  child ;  Rachel  died 
in  New  Y'ork  State  in  1 837 ;  Philo  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  Henr}-  died  when  about  two  years  of 
age;  Aaron,  now  living  in  Livingston  County,  mar- 
ried Mar}-  Mills,  and  they  have  a  family  of  seven 
children;  Olive  married  Benjamin  Custus,  and  has 
one  child  living;  William  Henry  and  George  W. 
died  quite  young  and  were  buried  in  Bureau  County ; 
Sarah  died  unmarried.  Of  the  other  twins,  Mary 
married  Harman  Girard,  and  has  a  family  of  seven 
children,  while  Jane  married  George  Steiner,  and 
has  four  children ;  Lucinda  married  James  MeColly, 
has  seven  children,  and  lives  in  LaSalle  County; 
Betsy  married  Hiram  Robertson,  and  died  at  Long- 
Point,  leaving  one  child;  she  was  married  twice ; 
her  second  husband  was  Rit-hard  Cuddaback,  by 
whom  she  had  two  childi-en,  both  deceased. 

Mr.  Zeilman  chose  for  a  wife  H.arriet  Augusta 
Evans,  who  was  born  on  the  23d  of  May,  1836,  In 
Janesville,  N.  Y.  She  is  the  daughter  of  WiUiani 
and  Harriet  (Lindsley)  Evans,  natives  of  New 
Y'ork,  and  her  father  was  a  Presbyterian  minister, 
who,  after  serving  twenty-seven  years  in  the  minis- 
try, was  compelled  to  abandon  it  on  a'-count  of  fail- 
ing health,  and  died  in  1867  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  He  was  buried  at  Pontiac  but  his  re- 
mains were  afterward  removed  to  Streator.  The 
mother  died  on  the  15th  of  March,  1882,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-five  years,  and  her  remains  were  also 
interred  at  Streator.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  tlu-ee  are  li\ing:  Edwin,  a  physi- 
cian in  active  i)ractice  for  many  years  but  now  re- 
tired. He  was  married  to  Jessie  Capron,  and  they 
have  had  six  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  living, 
a  daughter  named  Helen,  the  wife  of  Mauley  Has- 
kell. Edwin  now  owns  several  business  buildings 
in  Streator,  several  lots,  and  the  building  in  which 
the  post-office  is  situated,  besides  an  interest  in  the 
glass  works.  lie  was  selected  to  go  t(_)  England  to 
insjject  the  glass  works  of  that  country,  and  he 
thei-e  employed  and  brought  with  him  men  who  un- 
dcrstaml  the  manufacture  of  cathedral  plate  .and 
wimlow  glass.  lie  is  one  of  the  principal  owners 
of  the  glass  works,  and  is  a  man  of  activity  in  all 
matters  of  public  as  will  as  private  interest. 
John  Newton  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War  and 
died  in  Mexico;  Henry    Martin  died   when    about 
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two  years  of  age;  Alouzo,  a  t'arinor,  living  within 
three  miles  of  Streator,  was  married  tu  Thankful 
Gardner,  who  died  in  1872,  and  they  had  three 
children,  all  of  whom  died  before  the  death  of  the 
mother;  William  Henry  was  drowned  ni  the  Platte 
River,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  while  going  t<> 
California  by  the  Northern  Nebraska  overland 
route. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeihnan  were  liorn  five  chil- 
dren: Edwin  C.  was  born  Julj-  10,  1861,  resides  at 
home  and  is  engaged  in  stock-raising:  Clara  A., 
born  Ajnil  30,  1863,  and  died  when  nineteen  days 
old;  Charles  M.,  born  Oct.  10,  1866,  and  died  when 
two  an(l  one-half  years  old;  John  F.,  born  June  29, 
1868,  and  resides  with  his  iiareuts,  and  one  ciiild, 
born  Jan,  29,  1875,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Z.'s  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  reputation 
and  of  good  standing  -in  the  community,  and  is 
considered  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Long 
Point  Township,  being  highly  esteemed  and  re- 
spected bj-  all  who  know  him. 

\T?AMES  L.  BLACKxAIORE.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  one  of  the  vigorous  young  men 
of  AValdo  Township,  as  soon  as  old  enongh 
/  to  take  the  preliminary  steps  in  the  battle  of 
life,  did  so  with  great  earnestness.  From  the  be- 
ginning of  his  career  on  his  own  account,  economy 
has  been  one  of  bis  characteristics,  and  when  he  felt 
that  he  could  properly  assume  the  responsibilities 
of  proprietorship,  he  had  accumulated  almost  money 
enough  to  pay  cash  for  an  80-acre  farm.  Now,  at 
the  age  of  thirty -three,  he  is  comfortably  situated 
on  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  where  he 
engages  in  stock-raising  in  connection  with  farming. 
Our  subject  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Blackmore,  and  was  born  in  Peoria  County,  111.,  on 
the  Gth  of  July,  18.54.  The  parental  family  con- 
sisted of  ten  children,  the  record  being  as  follows: 
John,  the  oldest,  was  born  in  Peoria  Count}',  March 
18,  1852,  and  died  July  25,  1858;  William,  born 
March  3,  1856,  married  Mary  Lee  in  February, 
1879,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  Ford  County; 
Sarah,  born  Nov.  8,  1857,    married   Frank   (iuard. 


Feb.  2,  1883,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in  Panola 
Township,  Woodford  County;  Eli,  born    May    9, 

1860,  married  Sarah  Agnew,  Dee.  29,  1886,  and 
lives   in  Waldo  Township;  Albert,  born  Dec.  26, 

1861,  lives  in  Woodford  County;  Enmia,  born 
Nov.  25,  1863,  died  December  15  following;  Lin- 
coln, born  Jan.  28,  1865,  lives  in  Ford  County; 
Lilia,  born  Oct.  28,  1866,  makes  her  home  with  our 
subject;  Charles  was  born  Oct.  30,  1869;  Ilattie, 
June  12,  1876,  and  Grant,  Oct.  9,  1877. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  the  father  Feb.  2,  1827,  and  the 
mother  Jan.  20,1832.  The  former  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  the  spring  of  1851,  and  soon  afterward  the 
mother,  with  whom  he  bad  been  acquainted  in  En- 
gland, joined  him  here,  and,  as  had  been  previously 
arranged,  their  marriage  occurred  soon  after  in 
Stafford,  Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  the  father  was 
engaged  at  work  as  a  carpenter.  For  one  and  one- 
half  years  after  his  marriage,  he  remained  at  that 
point,  and  then  moved  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  where 
he  engaged  in  both  farming  and  carpentering.  His 
death,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  explosion  of 
varnishes  which  he  was  mixing,  occurred  on  the 
16th  of  June,  1884,  and  he  was  buried  at  El  Paso. 
The  death  of  the  mother  occurred  on  the  28th  of 
June,  1885,  the  immediate  cause  being  her  inordin- 
ate grief  over  the  tr.agic  death  of  her  husband. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  a  farm,  and  early  in  life  became  interested 
in  the  details  of  his  occupation.  He  also  availed 
himself  of  all  the  facilities  that  were  presented  for 
obtaining  a  common-school  education.  Before  he 
was  twenty  years  of  age  he  began  working  by  the 
month,  and  was  permitted  by  his  parents  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  his  wages.  He  continued  in  this 
way  for  five  years,  at  which  time  he  had  accumu- 
lated §1,000  in  cash.  On  the  25th  of  December. 
1878,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Stuffing, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  P.  (Landers)  Stuffing, 
of  Deer  Creek  Township,  Tazewell  Co.,  III.  JMrs. 
Blackmore  was  born  on  the  28th  of  June,  1856,  in 
Flint,  Genesee  Co.,  Mich.  She  is  the  oldest  in  a 
faraih' of  nine  children  :  William,  born  March  15, 
1858,  married  Josephine  Goodnough,  Dec.  25, 
1880,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  Mackinaw, 
Tazewell  Co.,  111. ;  Robert,  born  Oct.  28,  1.S59,  mar- 
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ried  Olivester  Goochiough,  Feb.  28,  1883,  has  three 
children,  ami  lives  at  Bello  Flower,  McLean  Co.,  111. ; 
Elizabeth,  born  Maj'  2,  1862,  married  Henry  Crose 
Feb.  10,  1882,  and  lives  in  Panola  Township, 
"Woodford  County  ;  Francis  E.,  born  Sept.  14,  1864, 
lives  in  McLean  Conntj':  John,  born  JMa^  5,  1868, 
and  James,  born  Dec.  30,  1869,  live  in  Tazewell 
Conntj- :  George  was  born  April  15,  1872;  Cora, 
Sept.  19,  1876.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Blackmore 
are  natives  of  England,  where  the  father  was  born 
on  the  I8th  of  Januarj',  1829,  and  the  mother  June 
28,  1836.  The  father  and  brother  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1850,  and  about  two  years  after  arriving  sent 
for  their  parents.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Blaclnnore 
came  to  America  with  her  father,  her  mother  hav- 
ing died  in  England. 

So<m  after  Mr.  Blackmore's  marriage,  he  rented 
land  and  began  farming  in  Woodford  County, 
where  he  remained  for  two  j-ears,  then  with  what 
mone}-  he  had  saved  and  to  which  his  father  added 
some,  he  bought  eighty  acres  on  section  25,  Waldo 
Township,  where  his  home  is  now  located,  and  he 
and  his  familj-  are  pleasantly  situated.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Blackmore  have  been  born  two  children — 
Anna  E.,  Nov.  21,  1883,  and  Elvira  Clarissa, 
June  2.  1887.  Mr.  Blackmore's  farm  is  already 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  he  has  it  well 
stocked.  Since  occupying  it  his  success  has  been 
gradual  but  sure,  and  the  outlook  for  the  future 
could  scarcely  be  better.  He  and  his  wife,  who  are 
now  in  the  prime  of  life,  !irc  hopeful  and  cheerful, 
and  thoroughly  determined  to  make  the  most  of 
the  circumstances  with  which  they  may  be  sur- 
rounded. They  occup3-  a  good  position  among 
the  intelligent  and  progressive  people  of  the  com- 
munity. 


/^.  APT.  AARON  W.  WALDEN.  Kentucky 
[l(  /-,  'S  fi  State  celebrated  in  earl^'  da3's  for 
^^y  its  hardy  pioneers  and  great  hunters,  of 
whom  Daniel  Boone  lives  in  memory  as  a  correct 
type.  In  later  years  the  State  has  become  cele- 
brated for  its  beautiful  women,  gallant  men  and 
fine  horses.  The  beautiful  and  exceedingly  fertile 
Blue  Grass  region  is  a  soil  based  upon  blue  lime- 


stone, and  is  world-famed  for  its  immense  stock- 
breeding  and  grazing  interests,  where  some  of  the 
finest  blooded  horses  that  are  produced  in  this 
country  are  born  and  raised.  At  the  city  of  Frank- 
fort, the  capital  of  Kentucky,  and  beautifull}^  situ- 
ated on  the  right  bank  of  the  Kentucky  River  sev- 
enty miles  southwest  of  Cincinnati,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  on  the  6th  of  September,  1821. 
His  parents  were  William  and  Sarah  Walden,  the 
father  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father,  with  his  parents,  removed  to 
Woodford  County,  Kj'.,  at  an  early  day,  and  when 
he  arrived  at  manhood  married  and  became  a 
pioneer  settler  of  that  country'.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Mitchell,  was  a  native  of  Holland, 
who  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  Woodford 
County,  Ky.  To  the  parents  of  Capt.  Walden 
were  born  a  numerous  family  of  children,  of  whom 
four  survive:  Paulina,  Mrs.  William  Hutton,  of 
Coles  County,  111.;  Elizabeth,  of  Kentucky;  Sarah, 
of  Kansas  Citj',  Mo.,  and  Aaron  W.  When  about 
SIX  years  of  age  Aaron  accompanied  his  parents 
when  they  moved  to  Clark  County,  Ind.,  where 
thej'  located  and  remained  tvvo  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  they  removed  to  Sangamon  County, 
111.,  and  remained  there  two  years.  From  that 
countj'  the  familj^  removed  to  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 
where  the  father  died.  Some  j'ears  later  the  mother 
died  in  McLean  County',  111. 

Capt.  Walden  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  his 
life  has  been  principally  spent  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. For  five  years  he  operated  a  brick3'ard  at 
Hlooraington,  111.,'  and  during  two  years  he  was 
similarly  engaged  in  Towanda,  Towanda  Township, 
McLean  Count}'.  He  has  been  married  three  times: 
first  in  Indiana,  in  1841,  to  Eveline  Sparks,  of 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  his  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet M.  Black,  a  native  of  Delaware,  to  whom  he 
was  married  in  the  year  1847;  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, William  Z.,  and  Evaliue,  deceased.  He  was 
married  to  Rachel  Springer,  his  present  wife,  on 
ihe  3d  of  May,  1853.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  Springer,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Ohio,  and  was  horn  in  McLean  Countj', 
111.,  where  her  parents  were  pioneer  settlers.  By 
this  union  eight  children  were  born,  five  of  whom 
are   living — Aaron,    Evelean,    Mary,    Charles  and   ^  ' 
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Rosella.     The  three  deceased   were  Sarah  E.,  Mar- 
garet, and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  August,  1SG2,  Mr.  Walden  organizi'il  a  coni- 
pan}'  of  eight3'-six  men  for  service  in  the  volunteer 
army  of  the  United  States.  This  company  was  as- 
signed to  the  94th  Vohinteer  Infantrj'  as  Company 
V,  and  he  was  elected  to  the  Captaincy,  which  po- 
sition, during  his  entire  service,  he  filled  efHcientl}', 
and  satisfactorih'  to  his  men  and  his  superiors.  He 
was  in  active  service  for  nine  months,  but  his  health 
breaking  down  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  army, 
and  resigning  his  position  he  returned  home.  In 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  he  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  where  he  and  his 
companj'  were  quite  conspicuously  engaged  and 
performed  many  deeils  of  gallantry.  On  the  4th 
of  March,  1863,  he  received  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  army  on  account  of  disability  incurred  in 
the  line  of  duty.  He  then  returned  to  McLean 
County,  111.,  and  in  1869  removed  to  Livingston 
Countj',  and  lived  in  Rook's  Creek  Township.  In 
the  spring  of  1876  he  removed  to  Pontiac  Town- 
ship, where  he  owns  a  splendid  farm  of  200  acres, 
on  section  17,  which  is  one  of  the  model  farms  of 
Livingston  County.  Capt.  Walden  is  a  man  of 
broad  views  upon  all  the  questions  of  the  day,  and 
in  his  political  affiliations  he  acts  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  During  the  war  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Union  League,  an  organization  intended  to  off- 
set and  counteract  the  operations  of  the  secret 
treasonable  organization  known  as  the  Knights  of 
the  Golden  Circle.  This  latter  organization  was 
composed  of  Northern  men  of  Soutliern  proclivities, 
who  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  harrassing 
and  annoying  the  rear  and  embarrassing  the  Gov- 
ernment in  any  and  every  way  possible.  One  of 
the  things  thej'  hoped  to  accomplish  was  the  re- 
lease of  rebel  prisoners  held  at  several  points  in 
the  North.  In  some  localities  they  were  particu- 
larly strong,  and  committed  many  overt  acts  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana:  in  the  latter  State  they  went 
so  far  as  to  perfect  plans  for  the  assassination  of 
Gov.  Morton,  and  the  release  of  20,000  rebel 
prisoners  being  held  at  Indianapolis.  Through  the 
vigilance  and  alertness  of  the  Union  League,  the 
organization  to  which  Capt.  Walden  belonged,  the 
|)lans  were  frustrated  and  the  leaders  were  arrested 
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and  tried  for  treason,  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
be  hung,  which  sentence  would  have  been  car- 
ried out  had  not  the  great-hearted  war  Governor 
interposed  for  them  with  pleadings  for  mercy. 
Capt.  AValden  can  now  look  back  with  considerable 
satisfaction  at  the  part  he  played  during  the  war, 
both  in  a  military  and  civil  capacity. 


OBERT  S.  SPAFFORD,  of  Saunemin  Town- 
ship, belongs  to  that  class  of  men  who,  as 
the  architects  of  their  own  fortunes,  have 
builded  well,  and  illustrated  in  their  lives 
and  characters  how  good  a  school  is  that  which  com- 
pels a  man  in  his  early  youth  to  depend  upon  his 
own  resources.  From  a  humble  beginning  in  life 
the  subject  of  this  history  has  advanced  slowly  at 
first,  perhaps,  but  surely-,  and  now  occupies  a  posi- 
tion, socially  and  financially,  near  the  top  of  the 
ladder.  His  worldly  goods  have  been  accumulated 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  and  the  esteem  of  his 
fellowmen  secured  bj- his  established  worth  as  a  cit- 
izen and  a  business  mau.  His  attention  for  man}' 
years  past  has  been  given  entirel}-  to  farming  and 
stock-raising,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  homesteads  inthe  county. 

Mr.  Spafford  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England, 
March  10,  1823,  and  is  the  sou  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Sibcy)  Spafford,  and  the  brother  of  Thomas  Spaf- 
ford, of  whom  a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  Album.  Young  Spafford  early  in  life  became 
acquainted  with  its  cares  and  responsibilities,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  commenced  his  appren- 
ticeship at  the  miller  and  baker's  trade,  which  in 
England  are  learned  together,  the  milling  being 
prosecuted  during  the  daj-  and  the  baking  in  the 
night  and  morning.  Y'oung  Spafford  served  two 
■and  one-h.alf  years  as  an  apprentice  and  a  like  time 
;\s  a  journeyman  in  his  native  town,  often  working 
eighteen  hours  per  day  for  the  small  sum  of  four 
shillings  per  week.  He  had  received  but  few  educa- 
tional advantages  but  was  alwa3\s  fond  of  reading 
and  anxious  to  improve  his  mind,  and  availed  him- 
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self  of  :ill  the  opportiiuities  which  r;iiut'  in  hi>  way 
to  gain  useful  information. 

After  spending  twenty-six  years  in  his  native 
(.•ountry  and  realizing  scant  results  from  his  artUmns 
laliors,  3Ir.  Spafford  decided  to  change  his  location, 
and  accordingly  repairing  to  Liverpoi,.!.  he  Umk 
pciss.'vge  April  !l.  1849,  on  the  sailing-vessel  ••Yeo- 
man," and  after  a  voyage  of  twenty -two  days  and 
a  quarantine  of  a  few  more,  on  account  of  cholera 
on  board,  landed  in  New  York  City.  During  the 
vo}"agc  twenty-four  persons  had  fallen  victims  to 
the  terrible  scourge  and  been  committed  tv  ocean 
graves,  Mr.  .Spafford  at  once  proceeded  westward 
to  LaFayette.  Ind.,  where  he  labored  a  few  months 
for  5(1  "2.50  and  his  board.  He  was  then  taken  ill 
with  fever  and  ague,  and  .is  soon  as  he  recovered 
changed  his  location  to  Montgomery  County,  when; 
he  remained  probably  two  3-ears,  still  engaged  as  a 
farm  laborer.  Thence  he  went  into  Fountain 
County,  and  rented  a  tract  of  land  upon  which  he 
operated  five  years.  In  the  meantime.  May  24, 
lSb'2,  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  helpmeet,  in 
the  pei'son  of  Miss  Lucy  Hill,  also  a  native  of  I'^n- 
gland,  and  born  in  the  same  parish  as  himself.  She 
had  crossed  the  ocean  when  a  young  lady,  and  their 
reiniion  on  this  siile  of  the  Atlantic  proved  a  hajiiiy 
event  for  both. 

The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sjiafford  was 
made  glad  In'  the  birth  of  six  children,  of  whom 
but  four  are  now  living-  Sarah  A.,  iMary,  Thomas 
L.  and  John  C.  Sarali  A.  is  now  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Rich,  of  .Saunemin  Township,  and  Mary 
married  Jeffrey  Rich,  of  Saunemin  Village.  The 
two  sons  are  single  and  live  at  home.  The  family 
continued  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  until  the 
spring  of  IBo-'S,  when  Mr.  Spafford  took  possession 
of  a  farm  in  what  is  now  known  as  Ten-Mile  Grove, 
Ford  County,  this  State,  whence  a  yeai-  later  he 
came  to  Livingston.  After  his  arrival  in  this 
count3'  he  first  located  four  miles  northeast  of  Fair- 
buiy,  but  a  year  later  secured  his  present  farm.  It 
then  bore  little  resemblaiKre  to  its  present  condition, 
being  still  Govenniient  i)ropcrty,  upon  wliich  a  fur- 
row had  never  been  turned.  He  entered  Kio  acres 
and  experienced  the  same  vicissitudes  tiuough 
which  his  brother  pioneers  passed  in  develo|)ing 
their  homesteads  from  the  inicultivated  soil.    Their 
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lirst  dwelling  was  a  rude  structure  which  in  time 
was  replaced  liy  a  sulistantial  frame  residence,  and 
there  has  gradually  grown  up  about  the  latter  all 
tiie  modern  inii)rovements  required  \iy  the  progres- 
sive agriculturist,  while  the  farm  stock  and  ma- 
chinery' are  highly  creditable  to  the  proprietor. 
Mr-  Si)afford,  as  time  passed  on,  wisely  investe<lhis 
surplus  cajiital  in  additional  land,  so  that  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  800  acres  in  Livingston  Count3',  be- 
sides 507  acres  in  Kankakee  County.  "We  present 
on  an  accompanying  page  a  view  of  the  residence 
and  surroundings. 

Wlieu  we  cousiiler  the  fact  that  these  vast  posses- 
sions were  built  up  from  ccmiparatively  nothing, 
words  seem  insutlicient  to  illustrate  the  i)ersever- 
ance  .and  determination  which  must  have  been  em- 
ployed on  the  part  of  Mr.  Spafford.  Upon  landing 
<m  American  soil  he  had  but  §2.50  in  his  pocket, 
and  was  swindled  out  of  even  that  small  amount 
before  leaving  New  York.  This  experience  has 
caused  him  tii  watch  with  interest  the  career  of 
yo\uig  men  around  him,  and  he  has  always  been 
willing  to  assist  those  who  would  strive  to  help 
themselves,  and  to  support  the  enterprises  which 
liad  for  their  object  the  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing 
the  building  of  the  Wabash  Railroad  through  Saun- 
emin Township,  and  contributed  liberallj'  of  his 
means  for  this  purpose.  He  has  served  ,as  School 
Director  for  probably  twenty  years,  and  has  been 
Commissioner  of  Highways,  besides  being  i)romi- 
nent  always  in  township  affairs. 

Politically  IMr.  Spafford  is  independent,  voting 
for  the  men  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for 
office,  regardless  of  pai'ty.  He  was  formerly  a 
Methodist  in  his  religious  views,  but  is  now  a  Uni- 
versalist.  He  contributes,  however,  to  the  sui)port 
i)f  all  the  churches  in  his  neighborhood.  He  was 
liie  liist  to  build  up  Methodism  in  Saunemin  ToTvn- 
sln|).  and  the  Hrst  lay  delegate  from  Saunemin  to 
tin'  annual  conference  at  Peoria.  Soeiallj'  he  be- 
longs to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  being  a  member  of 
Sullivan  (  enler  Lodge  at  Saunemin.  He  has  passed 
llie  several  degrees,  being  now  a  Master  Mason,  and 
a  member  greatly-  valued  by  the  brethren.  There 
can  be  nothing  more  gratifying  in  the  whole  career  i 
of  a  man  than  the  belief  that  his  life  has  proved  a   T 
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success,  and  Mr.  Spafforrt  may  gather  large  comfort 
from  thiii  thought,  for  his  days  have  certainly  been 
well  s])e!it,  and  he  has  not  only  surrounded  himself 
ami  his  family  with  all  the  comforts  of  life  but  has 
generously  remembered  those  less  fortunate. 


"ilT'AMES  C'HADWK'K.  The  biographer,  his- 
torian and  traveler,  in  i)assing  through  a  sec- 
tion (,if  oountry,  natural!}'  has  in  mind  that 
which  has  contributed  to  its  ])resent  condi- 
tion in  point  of  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings,  the  appearance  of  the  farm  stock 
and  all  those  elements  which  indicate  the  habits  and 
disposition  of  the  people.  As  a  straw  will  show 
which  way  the  wind  blows,  so  a  single  individual 
may  have  great  influence  upon  his  community  espe- 
ciallj'  during  the  period  of  the  earlj''  settlement  of 
a  town  or  township.  In  reviewing  the  character  of 
the  subject  of  this  biography  and  in  looking  upon 
the  homestead  which  he  built  up  from  the  unculti- 
vated prairie,  little  need  be  said  as  far  as  regards 
the  industry  with  which  he  has  labored  and  the 
money  he  has  expended  while  building  up  one  of 
the  most  creditable  homes  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Livingston  County. 

Mr.  Chadwick  has  now  passed  his  threescore 
years  and  has  been  a  resident  of  this  State  since 
1853.  Ten  years  later  he  made  his  way  from 
Grundy  to  this  county,  where  he  purchased  240 
acres  of  land  and  put  up  his  present  residence  with 
other  necessary  buildings.  The  dwelling,  although 
having  stood  for  twenty-four  years,  has  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  good  care  and  occasional  repairs,  pre- 
served its  Urst  soliditj'  and  is  still  substantial  and 
good  for  many  3'ears  to  come.  Jlr.  Chadwick  sold 
1  -20  acres,  so  that  he  is  now  simply  cultivating  a  tract 
of  the  same  size,  and  has  had  ample  time  and  means 
to  bestow  upon  this  his  best  efforts.  It  is  all  neatly 
enclosed  with  good  fences  and  every  acre  has  been 
made  available,  either  in  raising  grain  or  in  being 
utilized  for  pasture.  He  keeps  good  horses  and 
especially  fine  cattle,  the  latter  including  graded 
Durham  and  Jerseys,  of  which  he  exhibits  some 
unexceptionably  good  specimens. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  years  among  the  New 


England  hills  near  the  town  of  Sunderland,  Ben- 
nington Co.,  Vt.,  where  he  was  liorn  May  1), 
1823.  He  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren, the  offspring  of  Rufus  and  Freelove  (Mont- 
gomery) Chadwick,  also  natives  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  of  English  and  Irish  ;incestry 
respectively.  Rufus  Chadwick  was  a  well-edu- 
cated man  and  a  surveyor  by  profession,  although 
he  owned  a  small  tract  of  land  and  was  fond  of 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  only  lived  out  one-half 
his  days,  however,  passing  away  when  his  son,  our 
subject,  was  but  a  child  five  years  of  age.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband  for  a  period  of  sev- 
eral j'ears,  her  death  taking  place  at  her  home  about 
1860,  after  she  had  arrived  at  the  advanced  age  of 
seventj-  3'ears.  She  remained  a  widovv  and  devoted 
herself  to  the  care  and  training  of  her  children. 

Mr.  Chadwick  was  reared  in  the  lumber  districts 
of  Vermont  and  remained  in  his  native  State  until 
thirtj-  3-ears  of  age.  He  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  a  few  weeks  l)efore  attaining  his 
majoritjr  was  married,  in  the  month  of  Ai)ril,  1844, 
to  IMiss  Lucy  Day,  a  native  of  his  own  county 
and  born  in  1830.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Susan  (Kemp)  Daj',  and  the  young- 
est in  a  famih*  of  five  children.  The  young  peo- 
I  pie  commenced  life  together  in  a  modest  dwelling 
at  Sunderland,  where  our  subject  continued  to 
work  in  the  lumber  district  until  deciding  ujjon 
fi  removal  to  the  "West.  Upon  first  coming  to 
this  State  he  rented  a  farm  located  near  Morris, 
Grund}'  County,  of  which  he  was  a  resident  with 
his  family  for  about  nine  j-ears.  He  had  been 
fairly  prospered  and  in  1803,  as  we  have  stated, 
took  possession  of  the  land  a  part  of  which  con- 
tinues his  homestead. 

Mr.  Chadwick  upon  coming  to  this  section  of 
country  was  recognized  as  a  valued  addition  to  the 
community.  He  interested  himself  in  schools  and 
churches,  and  was  ever  ready  to  respond  to  the 
calls  for  assistance  in  support  of  those  enterprises 
calculated  to  build  up  the  township  and  encourage 
its  settlement  by  an  intelligent  class  of  people.  He 
served  as  School  Director  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  has  now,  with  the  exception  of  some  years, 
during  which  he  was  a  resident  t>f  Chatsworth,  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  his  children,  been  one  of 
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the most  prominent  citizens  of  Sullivan  Township 
for  a  period  of  over  thirtj-  j-ears.  He  has  looked 
with  deep  satisfaction  upon  the  development  of  the 
natural  resources  of  Central  lUinuis,  and  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  part  which  he  Las  borne  as  one  of 
the  important  factors  associated  with  its  prc)grof<, 
both  morally  and  finaneiall_y. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  rife  became  tlie 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  but  four  are  now 
living.  Their  record  is  as  follows:  Edwin  is  mar- 
ried and  a  resident  of  Minnesota :  Delia,  Mis. 
Zoans,  lives  in  Indiana;  James  R,  is  at  home  with 
his  parents:  I.ilia  is  the  wife  of  John  Gilpeii,  a 
thrifty  fanner  of  Avoca  Townshi)*:  Ella  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  years,  and  Charles  wlun  but  four 
years  old:  two  died  in  infancy  iinnnmed. 

~.-»> ■.o*o.fcJ-X'^i2)"°*°' *« — 

V|?RA  M.  PARKER,  a  prominent  resident  of 
11  D wight  Township,  where  he  is  eng;iged  in  act- 
It  ive  labor  as  a  wide-awake  farmer,  has  served 
a  full  apjirenticeship  with  liis  hands  and  brain,  and 
is  now  enjo\-ing  the  rightful  reward  of  the  toils  and 
anxieties  of  earlier  years.  He  is  the  descendant  of 
American-born  people  down  through  two  genera- 
tions, his  great-grandfather  Parker  having  come  to 
this  country  from  England  prior  to  the  Revolution- 
ary "War. 

This  first  representative  of  the  Parker  family  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  located  in  New  York  State  dur- 
ing its  first  settlement,  where  he  built  up  a  home  in 
the  wilderness  and  reared  a  family  of  sons  niul 
daughters.  Among  these  was  Ira.  tiic  father  of 
our  subject,  who  was  born  at  the  hoiiiestend  in 
Genesee  County,  where  he  remained  until  quite  a 
youth.  Then,  lieing  of  an  adventurous  turn  of 
mind  and  desiring  to  see  something  of  the  woilil. 
he  learned  the  trade  of  shi])  carpenter,  and  limilly 
occupied  himself  as  a  boatman  on  the  Hudson 
River.  lie  married  Miss  Jemima  i'linicr,  of  his 
own  .State,  and  they  bec:ime  the  parents  of  seven- 
teen children,  most  of  them  born  in  New  York. 

In  18.^2  the  father  of  our  subject  left  the  Em- 
pire .Sljite.  and  coining  to  Will  County,  III.,  located 
near  Jijliet  and  lived  there  for  a  period  of  twenty 
years.     Thence  he  removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 


where  he  operated  a  sawmill  in  connection  with  a 
small  farm.  From  there  he  crossed  the  Mississippi 
intj  Humboldt,  Kan.,  and  a  year  later,  in  1881,  took 
ui)  his  residence  in  the  town  of  Dwight.  He  is  now 
enjojMng  his  later  years  in  the  midst  of  the  friends 
who  have  learned  to  respect  him  for  his  native 
worth  of  character  and  the  e.Kcellent  qualities  which 
constitute  him  a  valued  and  praiseworthy  citizen. 
Mr.  Parker  liegaii  the  slj;uggle  of  life  in  New  Y'ork 
State  when  wages  were  low  and  it  was  a  difficult 
matter  to  keep  soul  and  bod}'  together.  Among 
other  emplo3'ments  he  engaged  in  threshing  with  a 
flail,  at  which  labor  he  could  command  only  fifty 
cents  a  day.  This  even  was  at  some  seasons  con- 
sidered a  large  price  and  he  was  sometimes  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  upon  just  half  of  it,  thankful  to 
receive  even  twenty-five  cents  for  a  hard  da3''s 
work.  In  spite  of  these  difficulties  he  and  his  family 
managed  to  thrive,  and  fifteen  of  the  children  grew 
to  m.ature  years.  Those  surviving  are  now  scat- 
tered all  over  the  Union. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  born  at  West 
Point,  N.  Y.,  in  1842,  and  came  to  Illinois  when  a 
lad  nine  j'ears  of  age.  At  that  time  this  county 
was  comp.arativelj'  new  and  there  were  but  few  op- 
liortunities  afforded  foi'  securing  an  education.  Ira, 
in  common  with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  began 
working  as  soon  as  he  could  be  of  any  use,  and 
continued  at  the  parental  homestead  until  the  out- 
lireak  of  the  late  Rebellion.  He  was  then  but  a 
youth  of  eighteen  years  but  was  eager  for  the  fray, 
and  promptly  responded  to  the  call  of  President 
Lincoln  for  300,000  men.  He  enlisted  in  Company 
I.  Kith  Illinois  Infantry,  of  which  his  brother 
Elijah  was  also  a  member.  Subsequently  Edmund 
and  Edward,  two  younger  brothers,  also  enlisted, 
but  were  compelled  by  their  father  to  abandon 
their  project  before  being  mustered  into  service. 
Ir:i,  with  his  legiment,  was  assignied  to  the  Army  of 
the  Tennessee,  and  particip.ated  in  the  engagements 
at  Fl:.  I)(melson,  Shiloh,  Vicksburg,  and  ,all  the  battles 
.and  skirmishes  in  which  his  regiment  was  engaged. 
He  was  often  in  the  midst  of  danger  and  death, 
having  many  narrow  escapes,  besides  suffering  all 
the  privations  and  hardships  common  to  the  lot  of 
the  soldier.  He  fortunate!}',  however,  was  neither 
wounded   nor  captured,  and  never  in  a  hospital  or 
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ambulance  duriug  his  time  of  service.  He  was 
mustered  out  in  December,  186-t,  in  Memphis, 
Tenn..  wliere  he  received  liis  honorable  discharge. 
He  spent  the  few  months  following  i'l  Will  Count}', 
and  in  18G5  accompanied  his  father  to  Kalamazoo. 
Mich.,  where  he  worked  in  the  sawmill  four  years, 
and  in  1873  assumed  domestic  ties  by  his  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Drollinger,  Nov.  20,  1873. 

After  their  marriage  Mi»  and  Mrs.  Parker  settled 
in  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  came  to  Dwight 
Township,  locating  on  a  farm  two  miles  east  of  the 
town  which  property  Mr.  Parker  had  purchased  in 
1868.  This  he  afterward  disposed  of  and  purchased 
his  present  homestead.  Here  he  has  the  various 
modern  improvements  necessary  to  the  formation 
of  the  complete  country  home,  and  to  their  house- 
hold (urcle  there  have  been  added  four  children, 
namely :  Arthur  H.,  Mabel  F.,  Carrie  L.,  who  died 
in  infancy,  and  Amy,  who  is  now  a  babe. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Mat- 
thias and  Jane  (Lloyd)  Drollinger,  of  Livingston 
County,  this  State.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady 
and  has  manj*  friends  in  this  locality.  ]Mr.  Parker 
pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  waj',  giving  his  at- 
tention mostly  to  his  farming  interests,  and  being 
particuhu'ly  peaceable,  has  little  use  for  Justices, 
courts  or  lawyers,  but  keeps  himself  posted  upon 
all  matters  identified  with  the  public  welfare.  He 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  sociallj' 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 


<Jt/AMES  A.SMITH.  The  newspaper  of  the 
tov.'n  is  generally  a  faithful  reflector  of  the 
enterprise  and  business  of  the  place.  While 
much  of  the  success  of  the  newspaper  de- 
pends upon  the  personal  management,  yet  the  source 
from  which  it  draws  its  support  is  after  all  its  main- 
stay, and  a  newspaper  which  is  well  supported  gen- 
erally shows  that  the  business  community  is  thrift}' 
and  enterprising.  The  Plain  Dealer  at  Chatsworth, 
of  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  editor  and 
publisher,  shows  both  these  conditions  of  things: 
excellent  and  intelligent  personal  management,  and 
a  generous  patronage  on  the  part  of  the  reading 
and  business  public. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  native  of  Vermillion,  Ohio,  a  small 
^1  — 


town  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  where  he  was  born 
on  the  6th  (jf  August,  18i5.  The  parental  ances- 
tors were  of  French  extraction,  but  a  residence  in 
this  country  of  several  generations  h.as  obliterated 
the  traces  of  French  ancestry.  The  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Smith  was  a  nail  manufacturer  in  the  d.ays  be- 
fore the  introduction  of  machinery.  The  father, 
Aaron  B.  Smith,  was  born  in  Morristown,  N.  J.,  in 
1S13,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
tailor's  trade,  and  when  a  young  man  moved  to 
Oswego,  N.  Y.,  where  he  pursued  that  occupation. 
At  that  place  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  Eliza  L. 
Erwin,  who  became  his  wife  in  183.5.  She  was 
born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y'.,  in  1813,  at  which  place  her 
father  owned  a  large  smelting  furnace. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  the  parents  of  our 
subject  moved  to  Vermillion,  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
sided until  the  fall  of  1845,  at  which  time  they  had 
four  children,  and  the  family  started  west  in  a  prai- 
rie schooner,  passing  through  Chicago  and  Ottawa, 
and  went  to  Rushville,  where  Mrs.  Smith  had  a 
brother  living,  who  had  just  returned,  wounded, 
from  the  Mexican  War.  They  passed  the  winter  at 
Rushville  and  then  went  to  Ottawa,  where  they 
settled  down  for  life.  The  father  pursued  his  trade 
nearly  one  year,  and  in  the  spring  of  18-1:7  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  held  that  ofHce 
by  re-election  for  forty-two  consecutive  years.  He 
died  on  the  18th  of  April,  1887,  being  the  oldest 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  point  of  consecutive  years 
served,  in  the  country.  He  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  could  always  be  relied  upon  for  valuable 
service  during  the  campaign.  He  had  the  distinc- 
tion of  the  personal  friendship  of  Stephen  A.  Doug- 
las, of  whom  he  was  a  great  admirer.  While  there 
was  nothing  negative  in  his  character  and  he  was 
very  pronounced  in  all  his  views,  he  was  scrupu- 
lously respectful  of  the  opinions  of  others.  On  the 
question  of  the  tariff  he  w.as  one  of  the  best  posted 
men  in  the  country,  and  early  took  a  position  in 
favor  of  Free  Trade,  while  he  was  for  years  Presi- 
dent of  a  club,  the  object  of  which  was  the  promul- 
gation of  that  doctrine.  The  first  bill  providing 
for  a  public  school  introduced  into  the  Legislature 
of  Illinois,  was  drafted  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  to  him 
Ottawa  is  indebted  for  her  first  public  school.  He 
was   tendered    the   Democratic  nomination  to  the 
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office  of  County  Judge,  and  other  important  offices 
of  trust  and  honor,  but  declined  all  except  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  member  of  tiie  Board 
of  Education,  and  of  the  City  Council.  He  ^Yas  a 
man  of  much  public  spirit,  and  engaged  heartily  in 
all  public  enterprises  that  tended  to  benefit  and  ad- 
vance the  people  of  the  coramunit}-  in  which  lie 
lived.  Mrs.  Smith  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Ot- 
tawa, the  mother  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  surrounded  with  the  comforts  of  life. 

James  A.  .Smith,  although  a  native  of  Ohio,  grew 
to  manhood  in  Illinois,  as  he  was  but  an  infant 
when  the  family  stopped  at  Ottawa.  In  the  schools 
of  that  city  he  received  a  liberal  education  and  be- 
came book-keeper  and  cashier  in  a  large  wholesale 
and  retail  house  in  Ottawa,  where  he  served  in  that 
capacit}'  from  1804  to  1867,  when  he  came  to 
Chat^worth  and  engaged  in  the  grain  trade,  in  which 
he  continued  until  1880,  when  he  became  proprie- 
tor of  the  Cliatsworth  Plain  Dealer.  While  he  de- 
votes all  the  time  necessary  to  matters  relating  to 
the  editorial  and  business  management  of  the  paper,  i  (^' 
his  principal  business  is  dealing  in  real  estate  and 
personal  securities.  In  his  business  transactions  he 
has  been  eminently  successful,  and  financially  is 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county.  In  po- 
litical matters  he  follows  in  the  footsteijs  of  his 
father,  being  a  stanch  and  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  Democratic  party.  It  has  been  his  province  to 
hold  several  local  offices,  and  at  the  time  this  sketch 
is  WTitten  he  is  President  of  the  Milage  Board,  a 
position  he  has  iield  for  four  consecutive  3'e.ars, 
and  has  i)eeu  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
twelve  years,  in  which  capacity  he  has  expended 
his  best  efforts  for  the  adv.ancement  and  upbuild- 
in"  of  the  schools.  In  1880  he  was  a  candidate 
on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  .State  Senator,  and 
was  the  only  Democrat  who  carried  Livingston 
County  for  this  office,  but  as  the  district  was  very 
strongly  Hepuljjican,  he  was  defeated,  although  he 
ran  .ahead  of  Ids  ticket  throughout  the  district. 
He  has  never  chosen  to  connect  himself  with  .-my 
religious  society. 

On  the  ■>th  of  Dcccmlier,  I8(>7,  .Mr.  Smith  was 
married  to  Mary  (1  Ilemperley,  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Rebecca  (Schuler)  Ilemperlej'.  She  was  born 
in   Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  on  the   ")th  of  December, 


1839,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1866,  accepting  the 
position  of  manager  of  the  notion  department  of 
the  store  in  which  Mr.  .Smith  was  cashier.  There 
gather  around  their  hearthstone  four  children,  the 
names  of  whom  are  M.  Eva,  Ora  (t.,  Clarence  H. 
and  James  A.,  Jr.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  take  a 
leading  position  in  the  society  at  Chatsworth,  and 
are  the  center  of  a  large  number  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. Being  arajjly  able  to  live  well  they 
make  their  home  and  surroundings  so  pleasant  that 
people  are  intuitively  attracted  toward  them.  The 
Plain  Dealer,  the  journal  over  which  Mr.  Smith 
presides,  wields  a  decided  influence  in  the  affairs  of 
the  town  and  count}'.  It  is  outspoken,  emphatic, 
but  respectful  and  respectable  in  its  tone. 


^• 


:i/DOLPH  KOEHLER,  a  resident  of  Living- 
ston County  for  the  last  twenty  years,  now 
operates  the  farm   of  Judge  L.  E.    Payson, 
which  includes  a  fine  tract  of  200    acres. 
He   is  accredited  with  a   full  understanding  of   his 
business,  and  what  he  accomplishes  is  done   well. 
His  experience  in  farming  extends  back  to  his  boy- 
hood, as  he  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  LaS.alle  County, 
this  State.     He  is  a  native  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sax- 
ony, where  he  was  born  Sept.  6,    1847,  and  whence 
he  was  brought  to  this  countr}"  with  his  mother  when 
a  small  child,  after  the  death  of  his  father  in  his  na- 
tive Germany. 

Mr.  Koehler  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  upon  first  coming  to  Livingston  Countj', 
assisted  his  brother  Gustavus,  in  breaking  prairie 
in  Chatsworth  Township.  With  the  exception  of 
three  j'e.ars  spent  in  Ford  County,  he  has  resided  in 
Chatsworth  Township  since  that  time.  He  has  his 
residence  on  section  32,  where,  with  his  wife  and 
family,  he  lives  comfortably  and  enjoys  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  good  things  of  life. 

Mr.  Koehler  was  first  married,  in  the  spring  of 
1872,  to  Miss  Amelia  Belcyg,  a  native  of  Wiscon- 
>in,  with  whom  he  became  acquainted  in  Gernian- 
ville.  Of  this  luiion  there  were  born  two  children, 
Charles  and  Cora  May,  and  the  mother  died  in 
Decend>er,  1875. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
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married  in  the  spring  of  1880,  was  formerly  Miss 
Abbie  Koestner,  who  was  born  June  7,  1862,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sophia  Koestner, 
of  German  birth  and  parentage.  The  three  chil- 
dren born  of  this  marriage  were  named  Willie,  Pal- 
mer and  Nellie.     The  youngest  died  in  infancj'. 

Mr.  Koehler  uniformly  votes  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  He  is  not  identified  with  any  secret 
or  religious  society,  but  as  near  as  he  is  able  en- 
deavors to  adhere  to  the  precepts  of  the  Golden 
Rule,  and  is  consequently  held  in  due  respect  by  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances. 
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RS.  MARY  R.  MASON,  widow  of  the  late 
William  D.  Mason,  of  Pontiac,  and  daugh- 
ter of  Leonard  and  Margaret  ( Miller ) 
Posten,  was  born  in  Preston  County, 
W.  Va.,  July  18,  1827,  and  became  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Mason  in  1847.  Mr.  Mason  was  a  native  of 
"West  Virginia,  born  in  Preston  Countj-,  March  16, 
1822,  and  was  the  son  of  William  and  Lj'dia  D. 
(Turner)  Mason,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
descended  respectively  from  the  Scotch,  Irish  and 
Welsh.  William  Mason,  Sr.,  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  his 
native  county  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years. 
The  parents  spent  their  entire  lives  in  ^'irg■inia. 
Their  family  included  eight  children,  four  now 
living,  namelj' :  John,  Albert  G. ;  Mary  A.,  Mrs. 
Coburn,   and  Emih',  now  Mrs.  Messenger. 

William  D.  Mason,  Jr.,  spent  his  boyhood  days 
on  his  father's  farm,  but  when  starting  out  for  him- 
self engaged  in  general  merchandising  at  Allu'ight- 
ville.  W.  Va.  About  1864  he  removed  to  Win- 
chester, Adams  Co.,  Ohio,  and  was  engaged  as 
liefore  for  six  years  following.  Upon  selling  out 
he  came  to  this  State  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Pon- 
tiac Township,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days  cultivating  the  soil.  His  farm  included 
260  acres  and  lie  built  up  a  good  homestead,  where 
he  spent  his  last  years  in  ease  and  comfort,  closing 
his  eyes  for  his  final  rest  in  1884.  He  was  Dem- 
ocratic in  politics,  and  as  a  man  and  citizen  was 
1^  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 

The    paternal    graiulfather    of    Mrs.  JIason  was 


James  A.  Posten,  a  native  of  Kn^iland.  Her 
mother's  jwrents  were  John  H.  and  Mar\-  A.  ( Lin- 
ard)  Miller,  natives  of  Germany,  who  immigrated 
to  this  coiaitiy  in  their  youth,  where  the  father  en- 
gaged as  a  cal>inet-ni;iker  in  Maryland.  Their  son 
Leonard,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Mason,  during  his 
j'ounger  years  followe<l  milling  and  farming  in 
Preston  County,  W.  Va.,  whence  he  immigrated  to 
Iowa  in  1868.  Me  located  in  Poweshiek  County, 
where  his  death  took  jilace  in  1872,  and  that  of  the 
mother  in  1.S84.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Leonard  Posten, 
who  alwaj's  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  was  a 
stanch  adherent  of  Democratic  principles.  The 
parental  household  inchuled  eleven  children,  nine 
now  living,  namely:  Harriet,  Mrs.  Pile:  John  H.; 
Mary  R.,  our  subject;  Alpheus  P.,  Salathiel  J. ; 
Charlotte,  Mrs.  Morris;  Lovilla,  Mrs.  Cress;  AVill- 
iam,  and  Sarah,  Sirs.  Irwin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  became  tlie  parents  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Levas- 
seur,  married  to  Miss  Margaret  Debruin,  and  they 
have  four  children — William  D.,Ella  R.,  Frank  and 
Edna;  Albert  married  Miss  Clara  Grandy,  and 
they  have  three  children — Ollie  L..  Leonard  L.  and 
an  infant  unnamed;  Elizabeth  L.  is  the  wife  of 
T.  E.  Grandy,  of  Pontiac;  they  had  one  child, 
Ida,  who  died  Oct.  21),  1884.  The  deceased  were 
W.  M.,  who  died  in  Pontiac  in  February,  1877, 
and  is  buried  in  that  cemetery.  The  other  two. 
Margaret,  an  infant,  and  Smith,  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Preston  Coimty,  AV.  Va. 

Mrs.  Mason  now  lives  in  the  city  of  Pontiac.  and 
since  a  small  child  has  been  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist.  Episcopal  .  Church.  In  younger 
years  she  w'as  quite  active  in  tiie  temperance 
movement  and  a  member  of  tlie  W.  C.  T.  U. 


<5= 


^  ARCELLUS  H.  COOK.     The  great  novel- 
ist, James  Fenniraore  Cooper,  through  one 
of   his  characters,   Leatherstocking,  main- 
tained that  every  man  had   his  gifts;  that 
the  Indian   was  adapted    to  one  kind  of  life,   the 
white  man  to  another,  and  each  in  his  station   pos 
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sessed  peculiar  qualities  for  following  a  particular 
eaJling.  We  are  often  reminded  of  this  in  noting 
the  phenomenal  success  which  follow?  some  men, 
and  arc  led  to  believe  that  Cooper  was  entirely 
right  in  his  idea.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
fortunate  in  selecting  the  calling  to  which  he 
seemed  best  adapted,  viz.,  that  of  a  stock-breeder, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  leaders  of  this  department  of 
agriculture  in  Living'Ston  County.  For  the  last  fif- 
teen years  he  has  been  operating  upon  640  acres  of 
land,  owning  a  quarter  section  and  renting  the  bal- 
ance. He  m.akes  a  specialty-  of  high-grade  Short- 
horn c.ittle,  which  he  feeds  and  ships  largely  to  the 
Chicago  market.  He  .also  has  a  stable  of  Norman 
horses  containing  some  of  the  finest  specimens  ()f 
the  equine  race  to  be  found  in  Pleasant  Ridge 
Township,  where  his  homestead  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 20.  and  is  a  pleasant  spot  full}-  in  keeping  with 
tlie  tastes  and  means  of  the  proprietor. 

Mr.  Cook  is  a  fine  .-ipecimeu  among  the  descend- 
ants of  his  New  England  anceslrj',  and  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Hadley,  Mass.,  Jan.  20,  1842.  His 
parents,  Philander  and  Marcia  (Chikls)  Cook,  were 
natives  of  Vermont.  The  father  was  born  in  June, 
1810,  and  was  of  English  descent.  He  was  a  mason 
by  trade  and  also  followed  farming,  spending  his 
last  j-ears  in  Bureau  Count}',  this  State,  where  his 
<leath  took  place  Oct.  29,  1859.  The  Cooks  located 
in  Massachusetts  during  its  early  settlement,  as  also 
ilid  the  Childs  family.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  1821,  and  died  when  a  young  woman 
at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years,  on  the  23d  of 
July,  1848.  Of  her  union  with  Philander  Cook 
there  were  born  four  children,  of  whom  Mai'cellus 
was  the  eldest.  The  next,  a  daughter  Lucia,  mar- 
ried John  Blanchard,  of  Vermont,  and  they  are  now 
living  in  Moulton,  Iowa;  Arthur  L.  married  Miss 
McGibbon,  of  Winterset,  Iowa,  where  she  now  re- 
sides; the  youngest  dieil  in  infancy. 

Marcellus  Cook  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Bureau  County,  111.,  his  parents  having  come  to 
this  .State  when  he  was  a  child  four  years  of  age. 
He  received  a  liberal  education  and  remained  a 
member  of  the  parental  househokl  until  the  spring 
of  1800,  after  he  had  passed  his  eighteenth  year. 
He  came  to  thi.s  county  in  18C8  and  took  charge  of 
the  place  where  he  has  continued  to  live   since  that 


time.  It  WHS  only  partially  improved,  but  is  now 
in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  supplied  with  good 
buildings.  He  made  his  home  with  a  family  he 
had  living  with  him  on  the  place  untilhis  marriage, 
which  occurred  March  17,  1878,  his  chosen  bride 
being  Miss  Delia  Franey,  who  w.as  born  in  Washing- 
ton, Middlesex  Co.,  N.  J.,  Dec.  5,  18.57,  and  was 
brought  to  the  West  in  1858  by  her  parents. 

Mrs.  Cook  is  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Eliza 
(Philli[)s)  Franey,  natives  of  Ireland,  where  they 
were  born  in  1824.  They  each  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  when  young  and  after  their  marriage 
located  in  New  Jersey,  whence  they  removed  in 
1858,  to  Knox  County,  111.,  locating  in  Galesburg, 
where  they  remained  nine  3'ears.  They  then  came 
to  this  county  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  laud 
in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  where  they  now  re- 
side. They  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Cath(ili(;  Church,  of  Chatsworth.  Their  household 
included  nine  children,  eight  living,  who  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Alice  is  the  wife  of  John  R. 
Wallace,  of  Forest;  Margaret,  Mrs.  Asa  H.  Birch, 
lives  in  Chenoa;  James  is  a  resident  of  Nebraska; 
Edward,  residing  in  Pleasant  Ridge ;  Delia,  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  John  died  when  a  promising  young 
man  twenty -four  years  of  age;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife 
of  Thomas  E.  Ives,  of  Farnum,  Neb:  Catherine  E. 
and  Mitchell  are  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cook  have 
no  children. 

Mr.  Cook  has  little  time  to  devote  to  politics  but 
is  a  strong  supporter  of  Republican  principles,  in 
support  of  which  he  uniformly  casts  his  vote.  S(^- 
cially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  'fraternity,  being- 
connected  with  Forest  Lodge  No.  614.  Mrs.  Cook 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  For- 
est, 111. 


iTj^REDERICK  HOOBLER,  a  prominent  ami 
I— ^'  well-to-do  citizen,  and  one  who  has  long  re- 
/1\  sided    in   Newtown  Township,  occupies  the 

old  homestead  of  his  father.  To  this  Frederick 
came  with  the  parental  family  when  a  lad  fifteen 
years  of  age.  The  original  dwelling  was  burned 
with  all  its  contents,  but  a  second  one  was  soon 
afterward  erected.  Here  the  parents  lived  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  confidence    and    esteem    of    the 
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whole  community,  and  here  too  their  eyes  closed  to 
the  scenes  of  earth  life.  In  this  old  home  Freder- 
ick now  lives,  aad  has  reflected  by  his  life  credit 
upon  the  family  name.  He  is  largely  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  on  a  fine  farm  tif 
2.50  acres  of  good  land.  He  has,  besides  the  dwell- 
ing, all  the  other  buildings  required  for  the  vari- 
ous purposes  of  a  progressive  and  thorough-going 
farmer.  A  view  of  this  place  we  are  pleased  to 
present  in  this  volume. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  West.  He  located,  soon  after  his  marriage, 
in  X'ermillion  County,  Ind.,  to  which  he  removed 
from  Ohio.  In  the  primitive  home  established 
there,  our  subject  was  boiii,  on  the  23d  of  May, 
1S36,  and  lived  in  that  region  until  a  boy  ten  years 
of  age.  He  received  his  early  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  of  his  native  county,  wherein 
his  father.  Rev.  John  Hoobler,  took  an  active  part. 
The  father  was  a  minister  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  a  member  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  and 
otherwise  identified  with  public  affairs.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss  Rebecca  Fetterhoof, 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  became  the  wife 
of  Rev.  John  Hoobler  in  the  spring  of  the  j^ear 
1821.  There  were  few  idlers  either  among  the 
young  or  old  of  that  time  and  locality,  and  early 
in  life  F'rederiek  was  taught  to  make  himself  use- 
ful, assisting  in  the  sowing  and  reaping  of  the  ei'ops 
on  his  father's  farm.  He  i)fticiated  as  a  teamster  at 
the  earlj'  age  of  eight  j'ears,  and  had  charge  of  a 
span  of  horses  upon  the  overland  journey  from  In- 
diana to  Illinois. 

LTpon  coming  to  this  State,  the  Hoobler  family 
located  in  the  northern  part  of  Livingston  Countj^ 
where  the  father  purchased  a  farm,  together  with  a 
grist  and  saw  mill,  the  latter  two  of  which  he  oper- 
ated three  or  four  years  and  then  turned  them  over 
to  other  hands.  Frederick  herded  the  cattle  on 
the  unfenced  prairie  during  the  warm  season,  and 
in  winter  employed  his  time  mostly  with  his  books 
at  the  district  school.  On  the  6th  of  November, 
18.57,  about  noon,  the  house  took  fire  from  a  de- 
fective flue,  and  with  its  entire  contents,  with  the 
exception  of  one  bed,  was  destroyed.  It  was  soon, 
however,  replaced  bj^  another,  and  our  subject  re- 
mained   here  with   his  father   until   the   spring  of 
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1872.  Then  desiring  a  change  of  location  and  oc- 
cupation, he  repaired  to  Blackstone,  in  Siinbury 
Township,  and  engaged  in  a  general  store,  remain- 
ing there  two  years,  after  which  he  removed  into 
Champaign  Count}-  and  became  a  dealer  in  grain 
and  provisions.  This  latter  move  was  for  the  ben- 
efit of  his  children,  he  having  in  the  meantime  been 
married,  and  desired  to  give  them  the  ad\'antages 
of  the  schools  of  that  county.  This  object  accom- 
plished, the  family  returned  to  Newtown  Township, 
where  they  have  since  resided. 

The  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Feb.  19,  18fi0,  was  Miss  Martha  Fleshman, 
who  was  born  in  Vermillion  County,  Ind.,  in  1843. 
The  wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride. 
Rev.  J.  T.  Robison,  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
officiating.  Mrs.  H.  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  Fleshman,  natives  of  Virginia,  who  left 
the  Old  Dominion  to  locate  in  a  pioneer  home  in 
Indiana.  Their  household  included  eight  children, 
six  now  living  and  mostly  residents  of  Livingston 
County. 

The  children  of  Mi',  and  Mrs.  Hoobler  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Mattie,  Susanna,  Hattie,  Eben 
Allen,  Birdie  H.,Myrtie  Florence,  Freddie  J.,  Jesse 
and  Gussie.  Mattie  was  born  Jan.  30,  1862,  is  the 
wife  of  Carlisle  Mortland,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children — Clarence  and  Frederick  James;  they  are 
living  in  Newtown  Township.  Susanna  was  born  Oct. 
17,  1864,  and  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Powell,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  Saunemin  Township,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children — Freddie  S.,  Bertie  A. 
and  Mary  M.;  Hatiie  was  born  Nov.  20,  1866,  and 
died  January  20  following;  Kben  Allen  was  born 
Jan.  29,  1868,  and  with  the  youngei-  children  con- 
tinues under  the  home  roof;  Birdie  II.  was  born 
June  20,  1871;  Myrtie  Florence,  Sept.  21,  1874; 
Freddie  J.,  July  31,  1876;  Jesse,  July  21.  1878; 
Gussie,  July  22,  1884.  Two  children  died  in  in- 
fancy, unnamed.  Mrs.  Hoobler  is  a  lady  eminently 
fitted  to  be  the  companion  of  her  husband,  and 
with  him  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  careful  train- 
ing and  education  of  their  children.  They  are  to 
be  given  the  best  advantages  consistent  with  the 
means  and  standing  of  their  father.  Our  subject, 
politically,  is  an  independent  Greeidiacker,  and  bis 
excellent  lady  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the 
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United  Brethren  Church,  a  congregation  whicli  was 
organized  by  his  father  upon  first  coming  to  this 
County. 

Our  sul>ject.  a?  an  eye-witness  of  the  great  and 
marvelous  changes  that  liave  been  wrought  in  this 
county,  State  and  Nation  during  the  past  thirty 
years,  has  had  opportunities  of  which  he  thorouglilj' 
availed  himself,  and  has  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  although  his  part  in  life  may  not  have  been 
widely  different  from  that  of  scores  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  he  has  secured  the  good-will  and  esteem 
of  those  around  him,  and  endeavored  in  all  his  con- 
duct to  observe  the  precepts  of  the  Golden  Rule. 
He  has  held  the  responsible  position  of  United 
States  ]Mail  Contr.actor,  Postmaster  and  Assessor. 
all  of  which  he  has  filled  with  ability  and  credit, 
giving  entire  satisfaction. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  include  in  the  galaxy 
of  portraits  of  leading  people  of  the  county,  those 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoobler. 

^  OHN  E.  .STEPHENSON,  a  successful  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  29,  Book's  Creek 
I  Township,  is  the  son  of  Theodore  and  Cath- 
1^^  I  erine  (Powell)  Stephenson,  and  was  born  in 
M.ason  Countj-,  W.  Ya.,  Jan.  IG.  184.5.  When 
about  seven  3'ears  of  age  he  moved  with  his  par- 
ents to  near  Greencastle,  Ind.,  where  they  operated 
a  small  farm  and  performed  work  for  other  far- 
mers. In  1852  thej'  removed  to  Knox  County, 
111.,  where  they  carried  on  farming  more  exten- 
sively for  a  time,  and  in  1854  went  to  Peoria 
Count}-,  where  they  remained  until  1863,  when 
they  went  to  Marshall  Count}'. 

In  February,  1864,  Mr.  Stephenson  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  77th  Illinois  Infantry.  The  most  of 
his  service  in  the  array  was  rendered  in  Louisiana 
and  Alabama.  In  August  of  tlie  .same  j'ear  the 
Union  forces  started  out  to  capture  Mobile,  and 
succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of  Ft.  Gaines  after 
a  three  days'  siege,  where  they  remained  until  Oc- 
tober, when  the  regiment  returned  to  New  Or- 
leans and  guarded  prisoners  during  the  winter.  In 
the  following  March  they  started  out  again  to  effect 
the  capture  of  .Mobile.    The  l.'ith  Army  Corps  con- 


centrated at  Ft.  Morgan,  Ala.,  and  in  conjunction 
with  other  troops  they  moved  on  Mobile.  On  the 
27th  of  March  thej'  invested  Spanish  Fort,  and  the 
rebels  evacuated  on  the  9th  of  April  after  a  siege 
of  thirteen  days.  On  the  10th  of  April  the  13th 
Corps  was  ordered  to  be  held  as  a  reserve  at  Ft. 
Blakesley,  but  was  not  called  into  the  charge.  After 
the  fall  of  Ft.  Blakesley  they  immediately  returned 
to  Spanish  Fort  without  having  had  any  op.por- 
tunity  for  rest,  and  during  that  night  were  or- 
dered to  embark  for  Mol>ile,  which  had  been  evac- 
uated by  the  rebels  after  destroying  their  cannon. 
On  the  morning  of  the  13th  they  started  up 
the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad,  and  overtaking  the 
enemy  at  Whistler's  Station,  prevented  them  from 
burning  the  buildings  at  that  point.  The  troops 
went  into  camp  for  a  few  days  and  then  started  for 
the  Tombigljee  River,  at  the  mouth  of  which  they 
parti}'  constructed  a  fort.  In  May  they  returned 
to  Mobile,  and  while  in  camp  there  the  77th  Regi- 
ment was  mustered  out  and  Mr.  Stephenson,  whose 
term  of  service  had  not  expired,  was  transferred  to 
Company  D,  130th  Illinois  Infantry.  About  the 
1st  of  August  this  regiment  went  to  New  Orleans, 
where  he  was  mustered  out  on  the  15th  of  that 
month,  and  then  went  to  Camp  Butler  near  Spring- 
field, 111.,  where  they  received  their  paj'.  During 
his  service  in  tlie  .army  Mr.  .Stephenson  contracted 
a  disease  which  has  clung  to  him  ever  since.  F''or 
this  disability  the  Government  allowed  him  a  pen- 
sion of  $2  per  month,  from  the  date  of  discharge, 
which  continued  until  1883,  when  his  name  was  un- 
justl}'  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

In  1872  Mr.  Stephenson  removed  to  Iowa,  and 
on  tlie  15th  of  November,  1874,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  E.  Woods,  and  continued  to  live  in  that 
State  until  March,  1880,  when  they  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  they  have  remained  most  of 
the  time  since.  Six  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  named  as  follows:  Samuel  C,  born  Sept.  7, 
1875;  Henry  T.,  Dec.  20,  1877;  Mary  E.,  Dee.  9, 
1879;  the  fourth  child  died  in  infancy;  William 
C.  II.,  b.irn  .Inly  30,  18s.-,,  mid  Anna  A.,  Feb.  23, 
1  S.S7. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Stephenson  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia on  the  22d  of  March,  1821,  and  is  still  living 
in  Long  Point  Township,  Livingston  County.     His 
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mother  was  born  on  the  26th  of  March,  1824,  and 
died  on  the  24th  of  March,  1887.  Their  children 
are  recorded  as  follows:  Mary  M.  died  in  3'outh; 
John  E.  is  our  subject;  Albert  C.  married,  and 
lives  in  Marshall  Count}',  111. ;  James  H.  mar- 
ried, and  lives  in  Lancaster  County,  Neb.;  Lydia 
8.,  Mrs.  John  Conro,  lives  in  Marshall  County,  111.; 
Sarah  E.,  Mrs.  Daniel  Y.  Talbot,  lives  in  LaSalle 
County,  111. ;  Eva  C,  Mrs.  Edward  Roberts,  has 
three  children,  and  lives  with  her  father  in  Long 
Point  Township;  Nancy  B.,  Mrs.  Charles  Frra, 
lives  in  Morris  County,  Kan.;  Virginia  A.,  Mrs. 
William  Curtis,  lives  in  Long  Point  Township, 
Livhigston  County.  Mr.  Stephenson's  paternal  and 
maternal  grandfathers  were  soldiers  in  the  War  of 
1812.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Stephenson  was  Samuel 
Woods,  a  native  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Stephenson  received  a  limited  common-school 
education,  which  he  has  considerably  improved  by 
constant  reading  and  study.  His  first  political  vote 
was  east  for  Gen.  Grant  for  President.  He  has 
never  sought  office,  but  was  compelled  to  serve  as 
School  Director  for  one  term.  He  takes  great  in- 
terest in  educational  affairs.  Most  of  the  family 
to  which  he  belongs  were  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  but  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Free-Will  Baptist  Church. 

'  RA  M.  LI8H,  one  of  the  rising  j'oung  business 
men  of  Saunemin,  established  himself  as  a  gen- 
eral merchant  in  1885.  in  which  business  he  still 
continues,  and  carries  a  large  and  well-selected 
stock  of  everything  pertaining  to  the  country  and 
village  household,  besides  many  of  the  lighter  im- 
plements of  the  farm.  His  store  occupies  an  area 
of  24xG0  feet  with  one  floor,  in  which  there  is  usu- 
ally stowed  away  $6,000  worth  of  goods,  which  are 
being  constantly  added  to,  .and  from  which  is 
transacted  a  business  of  $2,5,000  annually.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  Mr.  Lish  also  is  proprietor  of  the 
Saunemin  creamery,  an  establishment  which  has 
added  greatly  to  the  business  transactions  of  the 
township.  Here  he  has  all  the  modern  machinery 
and  conveniences  necessary  to  the  successful  pros- 
ecution of  the  business,  and  is  distinguishing  him- 
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self  as  a  wide-awake  citizen,  of  whom  much  is  ex- 
pected in  the  future. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie  State,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Kankakee  County  at  the  home- 
stead of  his  father,  in  pjssex  Township,  July  16, 
1855.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Susan  Lish,  na- 
tives respectively  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York, 
who  became  residents  of  Kankakee  County  during 
its  early  settlement.  The  elder  Lish  became  prom- 
inent among  the  leading  men  of  Essex  Township, 
officiating  as  Township  Clerk  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  was  also  School  Treasurer  fifteen  years, 
being  the  incumbent  of  that  office  at  the  time  of 
his  death  in  1884.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
now  a  resident  of  Chicago.  Their  family  included 
seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Mr.  Lish  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
reacliing  manhood,  receiving  careful  home  training, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  pursued  his  studies  at  the 
district  school.  He  was  bright  and  ambitious,  and 
keeping  his  eyes  open  to  what  was  going  on  around 
him,  readily  gained  an  insight  into  business 
methods.  When  twenty-three  years  old  he  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment  at 
Mazon,  111.,  and  then  set  up  in  business  for  himself 
at  Essex.  Desiring  a  larger  field  for  his  operations 
and  a  different  locality,  he  came  to  this  county  in 
the  spring  of  1885  and  established  himself  in  his 
present  quarters.  He  was  soon  recognized  as  a  val- 
ued addition  to  the  community,  and  now  com- 
mands a  patronage  comprised  of  the  best  people  of 
his  section.  He  purchases  his  goods  mostly  in 
Chicago,  and  displa3's  that  excellent  judgment  in 
buying  and  selling  which  necessitates  the  continual 
renewal  of  his  stock,  so  that  at  the  end  of  each  j'ear 
there  are  few  old  goods  left  upon  his  hands.  He 
takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple around  him,  and  votes  the  straight  Republican 
ticket.  In  1884,  while  a  resident  of  Esjsex  Town- 
ship, he  was  elected  Supervisor,  the  duties  of  which 
office  he  discharged  with  credit  to  himself  and  sat- 
isfaction to  the  people  who  selected  him.  He  also 
served  as  School  Treasurer,  and  possesses  all  the 
elements  which  go  to  make  up  the  leading  and  in- 
fluential men  of  a  community. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1877,  Mr.  Lish  was 
united    in    marriage    with    Miss    Carrie    Spencer, 
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daughter  of  Simeon  Spencer,  Esq.,  of  Troy  Town- 
ship. Her  parents  were  natives  of  Vermont,  and 
came  to  Illinois  in  18J-4,  before  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  which  took  place  Jlay  :?8,  1858.  Mrs. 
Lish  is  a  lady  of  many  amiable  qualities,  the  result 
of  careful  home  training  by  a  most  excellent 
mother,  and  is  well  fitted  for  her  present  position 
in  soeiet\-  as  the  wife  of  an  enterprising  and  intel- 
ligent young  business  man.  Their  onlj'  child, 
Georgia,  was  born  Sept.  9,  1879.  They  occupy  a 
neat  dwelling  not  far  from  the  busiues:,-.  house  of 
Mr.  Lish,  and  have  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ;ie- 
quaintaiices. 

Mr.  Lish,  in  1880,  identified  himself  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he  still  remains  a 
member  in  good  standing,  and  in  1880  he  also 
joined  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is  at  present  Treasurer 
of  the  lodge  at  Saunemin.  He  is  one  of  the  first 
men  called  upon  to  assist  in  those  enterprises  which 
tend  to  build  up  a  community,  and  invariably  re- 
sponds in  a  liberal  and  cheerful  spirit.  Should 
there  be  a  bii)graphy  of  him  written  twenty-five  years 
from  now,  he  would  no  doubt  be  numbered  among 
the  men  to  whom  the  progress  of  the  present  vil- 
lage of  Saunemin  would  be  largely  indebted. 

~  ANIEL  II.  SNYDER,  fMnncr  and  manu- 
l))  facturei'  of  dram  tile,  on  section  30,  Amity 
'fii>J^  Township,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was 
born  on  the  30tli  of  August,  1826.  lie  is 
the  son  of  Frederick  and  Hannah  (High)  Snyder, 
who  were  of  German  origin,  and  natives  of  Penn- 
s\'lvania.  They  were  both  member.s  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church,  and  the  father  was  a  Re- 
publican in  politics.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
lived  at  home  in  Ohio  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty  j'ears  of  age,  and  came  with  them  in  March, 
1847,  to  Knox  Couutj',  111.  lie  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  after  his  marringe 
and  the  birth  of  two  children,  attended  Cheriy 
Grove  and  the  Jay  (touM  Seminaries,  in  whiph 
institutions  li<^  piepared  him.self  for  the  ministry. 

On  the  20tli  of  March,  1851,  Mr.  Snyder  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  Ann  Crawford,  the  dinighter 
of  .loll n  and  Elizabeth  (Howard)  Crawford,  natives 


of  Kentucky.  The  ceremony  was  performed  at 
Abingdon,  Knox  Co.,  111.,  by  Rev.  Thomas  K. 
Roach,  a  minister  in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church.  Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Snyder  began  keeping  house.  In  the  fall  of  1854 
Mr.  Snyder  was  admitted  to  the  ministry,  but  at  the 
end  of  nine  years  had  to  abandon  that  calling  be- 
cause of  the  loss  of  his  voice  from  the  effects  of 
cold  and  catarrh.  lie  then  engaged  in  farming  on 
the  land  which  he  has  now  occupied  for  twenty-one 
years. 

The  rect)rd  of  Mr.  Snyder's  brothers  and  sisters 
is  as  fi^illows :  John  H.  married  Angeline  Garri- 
son, and  is  a  farmer  in  Mercer  County,  Mo.;  James 
S.,  a  school  teacher,  dieil  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
Lavinia  S.  married  Marcus  Morrow,  and  had  ten 
children,  eigiit  of  whom  are  living;  Joseph  C.  is  de- 
ceased; Elizabeth  J.,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Van  N'eleet,  of 
Galesburg,  III.;  Mary  E.,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Crawford,  died 
leaving  three  daughters;  Jefferson  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Union  armj' ;  it  is  believed  that  he  perished  in  a 
Southern  prison.  Mrs.  Snyder's  father  was  a  Cum- 
berland Presln'terian  minister,  one  who  preached 
for  the  love  of  his  fellowmen  and  the  good  that  he 
might  accomplish  without  hope  of  reward  or  salary. 
His  wife  was  also  a  member  of  the  same  church. 
The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Snyder  are  recorded 
as  follows:  C.  H.  Crawford  is  a  Cumberland  Pres- 
byterian minister  and  resides  in  California;  John 
W.  was  a  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and  stock-raiser  in 
Henry  County,  111.;  P.  D.  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
Iowa:  C.  M.  married  Mrs.  William  Kelso;  she  died 
leaving  three  children;  Matilda  F.  married  William 
Myre,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas;  J. 
L.  married  Ella  March,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
CumberlMud  Presbyterian  ministry  in  Knox  County, 
Illinois. 

To  Mr.  anil  INIrs.  Snyder  have  been  born  five 
chiidicn,  lour  (if  whom  are  living:  ^^'illiam,  born 
on  the  lotii  of  Feliruary,  1852,  married  Margaret 
E.  McKeo,  Mild  they  have  four  children ;  Edward 
was  uKuricd  to  PicU  Ci'ounce;  they  have  had  three 
children,  and  li\  e  in  IJrown  County,  Kan.  John  F.,  " 
born  in  l.s.'i7,  lives  iicnr  liis  father's  residence, 
and  is  a  paitner  wilii  Ills  father  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tile;  he.  was  iii;u-i'icd  to  Eliza  Algo, 
and    they  have    two   cliildrcn.     James  L.  wms  lioru 
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Aug.  25,1865,  and  resides  at  home ;  he  was  graduated 
April  1,  1887,  at  Lallarpe  Seminary,  Lallarpe,  III, 
with  high  honors,  and  is  a  very  bright  and  promis- 
ing 3'oung  man.  Mr.  Snyder  now  owns  165  acres 
of  ehiiico  land,  well  drained  and  under  good  eultiva- 
tion.  Ill  connection  with  his  son  they  manufact- 
ure various  sizes  of  drain  tile,  and  for  seven 
months  in  the  year  employ  seven'men  in  the  estab- 
lishment. He  is  also  engaged  extensively  in  stock- 
raising,  breeding  both  horses  and  cattle  of  the 
liigher  grades.  lie  devotes  as  much  time  to  the 
ministry  as  the  condition  of  his  voice  will  permit. 
He  is  an  able  speaker,  and  is  liberal  in  his  belief,  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance  principles,  and  a 
bitter  enemy  of  the  liquor  interest.  He  is  one  of 
Amity  Township's  substantial  men.  a  good  neigh- 
bor, and  a  kind  parent;  and  above  all,  a  uian  who  is 
not  afraid  to  fight  the  wrong  and  reprove  wrong- 
doers wherever  he  mav  find  them. 
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<;f/  OHN  FRANCIS.  The  name  of  John  Fran- 
cis stands  conspicuous  among  those  on  the 
roster  of  pioneers  of  Forest  Township. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ire- 
land, Yoh.  U),  1812,  and  is  the  son  of  Edvyard  and 
Eleanor  (AVilson)  Francis.  In  1817  the  family  left 
their  native  land  and  migrated  to  St.  .John,  New 
Brunswick,  where  tliey  were  transferred  to  an 
American  vessel,  on  which  ship  fever  was  preva- 
lent. The  landing  was  effected  at  Perth  Amboy, 
N.  J.,  instead  of  New  York,  in  order  to  escape  the 
rules  of  quarantine.  They  went  to  Philadelphia, 
where  thej'  purchased  teams  and  journeyed  west- 
ward, settling  first  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  wlierc 
they  were  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  that 
section.  The  mother  died  in  1826,  and  the  father 
in  1850.  There  were  five  boys  and  three  girls  in 
the  family,  the  four  eldest  being  born  in  Ireland. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  the  oldest  child  of  the 
family,  and  giew  to  manhood  in  Brown  Count}', 
_  Ohio,  Avhere  he  obtained  liis  education  in  the  com- 
mon scliools,  and  learned  the  rudiments  of  farming. 
On  the  17th  of  August,  1837,  Mr.  Francis  was 
married  to  Margaret  Soss,  who  was  born  near  the 
r     present  site   of   Georgetown,   Ohio,  Jan.  11.  I  si  I. 
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Mr.  Fi-ancis  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  after  his 
marriage  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  pros- 
ecuted with  success  until  1S60,  when  he  sold  his 
[noperty  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Illi- 
nois, where  he  purchased  277  acres  of  land  in  For- 
est Township,  and  followed  farming.  During  the 
intervening  3'ears  lie  added  very  materially  to  his 
original  purchase,  but  witliin  the  past  few  years  has 
divided  his  lands  among  his  children,  the  only  con- 
dition of  this  division  being  that  they  give  him  a 
support  during  his  life.  To  Blr.  and  Mrs.  Francis 
have  been  liorn  seven  children — James  G.,  Ed- 
ward R.,  AVilliam  W.,  Joseph  S.,  Albert,  Emma  J. 
and  Lydia  E. 

Mr.  Francis  was  in  the  earlj-  years  i.if  his  man- 
hood an  old-line  Whig,  and  was  a  moderate  anti- 
slavery  man  from  the  beginning  of  the  slavery  agi- 
tation in  this  country.  He  naturally  joined  the  Re- 
publican party  when  it  was  (irganized,  and  is  to-daj' 
as  strong  in  the  faith  of  that  party  as  ever.  He  has 
served  in  this  county  two  terms  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  while  yet  a  resident  of  Ohio,  held  vari- 
ous local  otiices.  He  and  his  wife  have  been  for 
years  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

On  Wednesday,  the  17th  of  August,  1887,  the 
venerable  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Francis  celebrated 
tlieir  golden  wedding  at  the  residence  of  My.  and 
Mrs.  Nathan  Hurt.  All  of  the  children  and  their 
families  were  present,  and  cordiall}'  assisted  in  mak- 
ing the  occasion  one  of  unalloyed  enjoyment.  Be- 
sides the  members  of  the  family,  there  were  also 
present  many  of  their  neighbors  and  old  friends 
from  other  localities.  Thej-  were  the  recijiients  of 
many  valuable  presents,  including  numerous  gold 
coins  of  large  value.  During  the  afternoon  a  musi- 
cal programme  appropriate  to  the  occasion  was  ren- 
dered, and  various  persons  made  short,  impromptu 
speeches,  after  whicli  ivfreshineuts  were  served  to 
all  present. 

Twenty-eigiit  years  ago,  when  ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Francis  came  to  Forest  Township,  their  worldly 
possessions  did  not  exceed  $5,000,  but  by  industry 
and  strict  attention  to  details,  tlie  Francis  familj' 
are  now  possessed  of  1,000  acres  of  gotxl  land,  and 
a  large  amount  of  personal  property",  jNIr.  and 
ISIrs.  Francis  have  reared  a  family  of  seven  children, 
live  Sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  wliom  ai"e  living 
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aud  enjoying  the  Messing-  of  good  liealth.  They 
also  have  twelve  gramlehildven,  two  adujited  grand- 
ehildren  and  tme  great-grandehild.  All  the  chil- 
dren reside  within  a  vadins  of  less  than  three  miles 
from  the  honu'  uf  unr  snltject.  During  the  past 
lift}'  yeai-s  there  have  lieen  but  three  deatlis  in  the 
family  i>f  Mr.  Franei>.  namely:  Allen  A.  Burtt)n. 
the  ffirmer  husband  t)f  3\Irs.  Nathan  Hurt;  a  son  of 
W.  "W.  Francis,  and  an  infant  son  of  J.  S.  Francis. 
Intellectually  and  religiously  Mr.  Francis  is  a  deep 
thinker.  His  greatest  ambition  and  interest  in  life 
have  centered  in  his  famil}'  and  church.  He  is  now 
in  his  seventj- -sixth  year,  while  Mrs.  Francis,  wh<i  is 
in  her  seventy-fifth  year,  has  kept  even  pace  with 
her  husband  in  all  his  religious  pursuits.  Tliey  are 
faithful  and  exemplary  members  of  the  ^Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  When  a  husband  and  wife  have 
seen  their  fiftieth  wedding  day  they  may  well  be 
said  to  have  reached  the  golden  age  of  matrimony. 
Time  has  not  changed  the  hearts  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis,  though  it  has  scattered  its  snows  in  their 
hair  and  traced  here  and  there  its  furrows  on  their 
brows.  Within  the  period  which  has  elapsed  since 
these  venerable  people  have  been  one,  nations  have 
been  divided,  empires  overthrown,  and  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  the  very  face  of  Nature  has 
changed.  But  there  has  l)eeu  no  change  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Francis,  save  that  which  j'ears  produced 
upon  the  outer  shell  of  humanity.  All  their  friends 
join  in  the  wish  that  they  may  have  a  tranquil  sea 
before  them  and  that,  as  they  draw  nearer  and 
nearer  to  the  haven  to  which  we  ai-e  all  bound,  the 
"peace  wliich  passeth  all  understanding"  may  Ije 
theirs. 
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.ERXARD  GRENNAN  was  lioni  in  Kings 
County,  Ireland,  on  the  20th  of  September, 
«^-\^||i  1821,  and  his  father,  John  Grennan,  was 
born  in  the  same  county  and  spent  his  entire 
life  there,  engaged  in  farming.  The  maiden  name 
of  his  wife,  tiie  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Mary 
Minnick,  who  came  to  America  with  her  children 
after  her  husband's  death.  She  lived  for  a  con- 
siderable time  in  Illinois,  but  s]ient  the  l.'ist  years  of 
lii-r  life  ill  .N'cw  VorI<  Stale.      Siie  was  tiie  mother  of 
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seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  named  as  follows : 
Matlicw,  James,  Rosa,  Bernard,  Mike,  Peter,  John, 
Joseph  and  Mary.  The  eldest  died  in  Ireland, 
and  all  the  others  came  to  America. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive country,  and  upon  coming  to  America  lived 
in  New  York  State,  and  then  in  the  citj",  engaged  in 
building  docks,  in  which  he  continued  five  or  six 
3^ears,  and  then  came  to  Will  County,  111.,  and  en- 
gaged at  various  kinds  of  work  for  six  months, 
when  he  went  to  Morris,  Grundy  Count}'.  He 
first  worked  by  the  month  for  three  3ears,  en- 
gaged at  the  pum|>ing  station  of  the  Rock  Island 
Railroad.  He  then  began  his  career  as  a  farmer 
bj'  buying  twentj'  acres  of  wild  land  near  Morris, 
lie  still  continued  to  work  bj'  the  month,  and  de- 
voted what  time  he  could  to  improving  his  land. 
He  lived  there  thus  engaged  until  18t34,  whenhe 
came  to  Livingston  County  and  for  seven  years 
farmed  rented  land  in  Nevada  Township.  He 
then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Odell  Township,  upon 
which  he  resided  for  three  years,  and  then  selling 
this  he  bought  160  acres  of  land  included  in  the 
present  homestead,  which  he  improved  and  erected 
good  buildings  thereon.  Here  he  made  his  home  un- 
til his  death,  vvhich  occurred  on  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1887. 

In  May,  ISol,  Mr.  Grennan  was  married  to 
Catherine  Conroy,  who  was  born  in  Kings  Count}', 
Ireland,  in  July,  1831.  Her  father,  Stephen  Con- 
roy, a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  the  same 
county,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Grennan,  was  Ellen  Fox,  who  was  born  in  Kings 
County  and  remained  there  during  her  life.  Mrs. 
Grennan  was  but  a  little  girl  when  her  parents  died, 
and  she  came  to  America  with  an  older  sister,  and 
settled  in  New  York  City,  where  .she  met  and  mar- 
ried Mr.  Grennan.  She  is  the  mother  of  eight 
ciiildren — Joseph,  John,  Stephen,  Ellen,  Mary, 
j  Bernard,  Daniel  and  Michael.  Joseph  lives  in 
Odell  Township,  John  in  Siinbury,  Stephen  in 
Chicago,  Ellen  at  home:  Mary  married  Ber- 
nard Kelley,  and  lives  in  Union  Township:  Ber- 
nard in  Siinbury,  and  Daniel  ;iiid  Michael  live  at 
home  and  manage  the  farm. 

Altlioiigli  lie  eneouiitercd    many  dillieiilties.  and 
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was  dependent  wholly  upon  his  own  resources,  Mr. 
Grennan's  life  was  a  success.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  owned  property  sufficient  to  make  his 
family  comfortable.  As  a  citizen  he  was  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  him,  and  as  a  liusband  and  father 
he  was  exceptionallj'  kind  and  affectionate.  His 
loss  to  the  county  and  township  is  severely  felt, 
and  in  the  family  circle  his  place  can  never  be 
filled. 

CURTIS.  One  of  the  citizens  of  C'hats- 
wurtli,  who  has  had  a  large  business  exper- 
ience, is  the  sub^ject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
now  engaged  as  a  grain  merchant.  For  fifteen  years 
he  was  the  superintendent  and  manager  of  the 
Buckingham  farm,  a  tract  of  land  containing  1,920 
acres,  and  in  that  cap.acity  familiarized  himself  with 
the  details  of  large  transactions,  such  as  grain  deal- 
ers are  frequently  called  upon  to  make. 

Mr.  Curtis  is  a  Maine  man,  where  he  was  burn  in 
Penobscot  County,  on  the  llith  of  February,  183G. 
His  parents  were  Lincoln  and  Mary  (Perry)  Curtis, 
who  were  also  natives  of  the  Pine  Tree  State.  The 
family  lived  on  a  farm  in  that  State,  where  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  during 
his  life,  and  died  in  1873,  at  the  age  of  eiglity-thiee 
years;  the  mother  is  still  living,  and  at  the  time  this 
sketch  is  written  is  in  her  eighty-seventh  3'ear. 
These  venerable  people  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  five 
are  j'et  living:  Levi  L.,  George  W.,  John  W. ; 
Mary,  wife  of  George  Ames;  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  the  next  t<,)  the  eldest  of  the  fiimily. 
Three  of  the  sons  did  service  for  their  country  as 
soldiers  in  the  Union  army. 

Mr.  Curtis  began  life  as  a  farmer  boy.  and  seemed 
a  xevy  fair  education  in  the  comm(jn  school  of  his 
neighborho<;)d.  In  1858  he  became  enamored  of 
the  West,  and  migrated  hither,  locating  at  Onarga, 
111.,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  one  year, 
and  then  in  company  with  his  brother  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  two  years.  He  then  re-entered  the 
service  of  his  former  employer,  whom  he  served 
satisfactorily  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  wiiich 
time  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
Iroquois  County.     In  March,   1872,  he  removed  to 


Chatsworth  and  took  charge  of  the  celebrated 
Buckingham  farm,  which  he  managed  until  recentl}-. 
This  land  is  now  being  sold  off  in  small  tracts,  and 
will  doubtless  soon  be  disposed  of.  Since  relin- 
quishing his  control  of  the  Buckingham  farm,  Mr. 
Curtis  has  engaged  in  the  grain  trade,  in  which  ho 
is  meeting  with  good  success,  being  familiar  with 
all  the  details  of  that  Itusiness,  and  withal  a  close 
student  of  the  market  reports. 

In  1870  Mr.  Curtis  was  married  to  Elizabeth  B. 
Bradner,  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  thej'  have  one 
son,  named  Charles  B.  In  his  business  career  Mr. 
Curtis  has  achieved  more  than  an  average  measure 
of  success,  and  besides  having  ample  capital  for  the 
prosecution  of  his  business,  he  owns  seven  houses 
and  lots  in  Chatsworth,  which  produce  a  satisfac- 
tory revenue.  In  his  political  views  he  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  cheerfully  supports  the  candidate  of  that  or- 
ganization. His  religious  beliefs  are  of  the  Baptist 
persuasion,  and  in  that  church  he  occupies  a  promi- 
nent position.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  many  social 
qualities,  a  shrewd  business  man,  and  is  a  highly 
respected  member  of  the  community. 


THOMAS  WHALEN,  a  prosperous  and  com- 
fft^"\^  fortalily  situated  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on 
''  section  7,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  was  born 
on  the  8th  of  February,  184.5,  in  the  count}'  of 
Wexford,  Ireland.  This  county  is  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Province  of  Leinster,  and  has  a  sur- 
face which  is  hilly  or  mountainous  in  the  north- 
west and  declines  to  a  level  plain  along  the  coast. 
The  River  Slaney  intersects  the  county  in  its  center. 
Limestone  is  the  chief  mineral  product  and  the 
tisheries  are  of  importance.  The  principal  towns  of 
Wexford  County  are  Wexford  and  Enniscorthy, 
New  Ross,  Gorey,  and  Newtown-Barrj-.  The  town 
is  represented  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  two 
members. 

Mr.  Whalen  is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Mjiry 
(Doran)  Whalen,  whom  he  accompanied  to  this 
country  in  1841),  when  he  was  but  four  j'ears  of 
age.  The  \oyage  across  the  ocean  was  made  in  a 
sailing-vessel,    which  arrived  at  the  Port  of  New 
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Orleans.  The  trip  from  that  city  to  Ottawa,  111., 
was  made  liy  steamer  on  the  Mississippi  River,  ar- 
riving at  Ottawa  on  the  17th  of  March,  184!l.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  that  year  passed  into  his- 
tory as  the  time  when  the  great  cholera  plague 
visited  this  country.  Michael  Whalen,  the  father, 
died  in  the  year  1852,  and  was  buried  at  Ottawa. 
In  18.51)  the  family  left  LaSalle  County,  and  came 
to  Liviug'ston,  where  they  bought  fiirty  acres  of 
land  on  section  '2.  Rook's  Creek  Townshi}).  Thomas 
was  the  j"Oungest  but  one,  and  the  older  lirothers 
being  from  home,  he  became  the  mainstay  for  his 
widowed  mother  and  sickly  brother.  In  1866  he 
purchased  160  acres  of  land  on  sectiim  7,  foi-  his 
mother,  eighty  acres  of  which  he  bought  from  her 
iu  1871. 

On  the  L'2d  of  October,  1S71,  Mr.  Wh.ilen  was 
married  to  Mary  A.  Wheeler,  of  Pontiac,  the  Rev. 
Father  Hanley  otHciating  in  the  ceremonies,  which 
were  those  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Tt)  them  ha^e 
been  born  six  children :  Katie  E.,  born  Oct.  9,  1872  ; 
Mary  A.,  Oct.  26,  1874;  John  W.,  March  16,  1877; 
Teresa,  Dec.  25,  1880,  died  April  3,  1881  ;  Josephine 
T.,  born  April  7,  1882;  Fannie  M.,  Nov.  26,  1885; 
she  is  m)W  making  her  home  with  her  grandparents 
on  the  maternal  side.  Mrs.  ^^'llalen  died  on  Sunday, 
Dec.   20,  18.S5. 

Michael  'Whalen,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  bom  in  1788  in  Wexford,  Ireland,  and 
in  1828  was  married  t(j  Jlary  Doran.  To  them  were 
burn  the  following-named  children:  Patrick  lives 
in  Amitj"  Township;  Ellen  married  Jnhn  Fitzgerald, 
and  lives  in  Esmen  Township;  John  was  married 
and  died  in  1874,  leaving  seven  children;  Margaret, 
Mr.-.  Michael  Hines,  lives  near  .Silencer,  Clay 
Co.,  Iowa;  Michael  was  born  Jul^-  4,  18.37,  and 
lives  in  Arkansas;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Jolm  Foley,  lives 
in  Ncwtiiwn:  Bridget,  Mrs.  Maurice  Foley,  lives  in 
Amity  Township:  Lawi-ence  lives  in  Clay  County, 
Iowa;  Thomas,  born  in  1847,  maiiieil  and  lives  in 
Rook's  Cieck  Township.  Tlie  grandfather  on  tlie 
maternal  side,  Thomas  Doian,  w.is  liorn  in  licland, 
and  took  an  active  |)ai't  in  the  P.ilriot  W.n-.  .igainst 
England,  in  1  7'.t8.  In  1  «02  he  niairicd  lOllen  Murphy, 
and  thej'  became  the  parents  of  live  cliildren.  lie  was 
a  miller  by  occupation  and  owned  a  l;irge  estate. 

Thomas    Whalen   is  of  a  lilcrai\    luni    and  lias 


written  considerably,  several  of  his  pnjductions 
having  been  printed.  He  is  a  forcible  public  speaker 
and  on  proper  occasions  makes  his  sentinients  known 
in  that  way.  lie  is  independent  in  polities  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  temperance  cause.  In  re- 
ligion lie  is  a  faithful  adliercnt  of  the  Holy  Catholic 
Chuivh. 
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"fj]AMES  H.  CARTER,  Supervisor  of  Pleas- 
ant Ridge  Township,  and  comparatively  a 
young-  man,  has  for  years  been  prominent 
^^11  among  his  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens  as 
being  particularly'  adapted  as  a  leader  in  the  va- 
rious enterprises  inaugurated  for  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  He  was  liorn  iu  LaSalle  County, 
this  State,  April  20,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Syl- 
vester and  Chri.stiana  (Hart)  Carter,  natives  re- 
spectively of  New  York  and  Scotland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Illinois 
about  1838  or  1839,  and  located  near  Ottawa, 
where  the  father  died  in  the  summer  of  1849, 
when  James  H.  was  a  little  lad  eight  3'ears  of  age. 
This  boy  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  of  whom 
there  were  but  two  children,  and  spent  his  child- 
hood and  youth  after  the  manner  of  most  counUy 
boys,  attending  the  common  schools  and  assisting 
in  the  lighter  labors  connected  with  agriculture. 
He  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  earlj'  in 
life,  and  when  of  suitable  years  started  out  for 
himself,  working  by  the  month.  He  was  twenty 
years  old  at  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Rebellion,  and 
enlisted  in  September,  1861,  in  the  4th  Illinois 
Cavalrj'  at  Ottawa.  He  participated  in  many  of 
the  important  battles  of  the  war,  being  principally 
in  the  Southwest,  and  frequently  saw  Old  Abe,  the 
war  eagle  of  a  Wisconsin  regiment,  which  bird 
was  particularly  noticeable  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
where  he  flew  over  the  smoky  liattle-Beld  from  one 
point  to  another  and  seemed  by  his  .actions  to  be  in- 
terested in  the  fortunes  of  the  day. 

Young  Carter  served  in  the  arm\  three  years 
jiiul  two  nujntlis,  and  experienced  the  various  vicis- 
situdes, of  which  little  is  said  by  the  principal 
actors  but  which  bore  so  important  a  part  in  the 
(inal  result.     At  the  expiration   of  lii^  term  of  en- 
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listment  he  received  his  honorable  discharge,  Oct. 
29,  1864,  and  soon  afterward  migrated  to  Living- 
ston County,  with  the  view  of  establishing  a  perma- 
niMit  home.  He  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  which  he  sold  out  two 
and  one-half  years  later,  trebling  his  i)urchase- 
piice  in  the  transaction.  In  18()8  he  purchased 
the  half  section  which  he  now  owns  iind  has 
brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
farm  buildings  will  liear  comparison  with  any  in 
the  county,  while  the  farm  is  well  stocked  with 
high-grade  cattle  and  horses.  Mr.  Carter  has  also 
been  very  successful  in  the  raising  of  swine. 

Our  subject  was  married,  JMay  30,  1807,  to  Miss 
Ruth  A.  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  this  county,  Aug. 
9,  1848.  Her  parents  were  Isaac  and  Harriet 
(Bishop)  Wilson,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  the 
spring  of  1881.  Mr.  Wilson  is  still  living,  and  a 
resident  of  Moline,  Elk  Co.,  Kan.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carter  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  all  sons, 
namely:  Isaac  S.,  James  A.  and  Alvah  L. 

Mr.  Carter  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
18()G,  and  served  twelve  3^ears,  during  which  time 
there  was  never  a  decision  of  his  reversed  bj'  an 
upper  court.  He  has  also  held  the  otlice  of  Town- 
ship Clerk,  and  at  present  is  School  Trustee.  He 
was  first  elected  Supervisor  in  1875,  and  was  the 
youngest  member  of  the  Board  at  that  time.  He 
was  elected  the  second  time  to  this  position  in  the 
spring  i)f  1S87.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  polit- 
ically, and  sociall}'  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  G.  A.  R.,  Fairbury  Post  No.  7.j.  Mrs.  Carter 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episeopal  Chiu'ch  at 
Wins-. 


LBERT  H.  HALL.     During  the  past  quar- 
ter of   a  century  great  strides  have  been 
taken  in  the  arts  and  sciences.      During  this 
^j  jieriod  of  time  we  have  been  given  electric 

light,  the  telephone,  electric  railways,  cable  cars, 
air  brakes,  and  also  very  many  other  results  of 
the  inventive  mind  of  man.  In  no  branch  of 
science  has  been  made  greater  progress,  and  in  none 
has  there  been  more  substantial  results  than  in  that 
if  photograph^'.     The  artist  (jf   twenty-five  years 


ago.  who  has  taken  no  step  forward,  can  be  said  to 
be  equivalent  to  100  3'e:irs  behind  the  times.  But 
such  are  few  and  far  between,  and  even  the 
village  artist  of  to-day  is  equal  to  the  artist  of 
metropolitan  cities  in  [)oint  of  appliances  and  knowl- 
edge of  his  art.  As  evidence  of  this,  it  is  only  nec- 
essary to  refer  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
the  competent  and  popular  photograjiher  at  Chats- 
worth,  where  he  has  been  located  since  1872,  at 
which  date  he  succeeded  L.  R.  Thayer  in  business. 
Mr.  Hall  is  a  native  of  Parkman,  Me.,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  lOth  of  April,  1849,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  C.  Hall,  whx)  is  a  native  of  the  Pine  Tree 
State,  as  were  his  ancestors  for  several  generations 
back.  The  grandfather.  Rev.  Zen.as  Hall,  was  a 
Baptist  clerg3'man  in  Maine,  and  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  married  Olive  A.  Stevens,  who  was 
also  born  in  Maine,  in  which  State  the\'  resided  un- 
til 1849,  when  they  joined  the  tide  of  emigration  to 
the  West,  and  settled  near  Tonica,  LaSalle  Co.,  111., 
where  they  pursued  the  occupation  of  farming  un- 
til 1875,  at  which  time  they  sold  their  possessions, 
and  moved  to  Chatsworth,  where  the  father  died  on 
the  6th  of  March,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
years.  The  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  six- 
ty-seven years,  and  resides  in  Chatsworth.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  cliildren,  one  of  whom,  a 
daughter,  died  in  childhood.  The  five  living  chil- 
dren are:  Williams.,  Zenas  ('.,  Albert  IL,  Ervin 
S.  and  Carrie  A.  William  S.  is  a  book-keeper  in 
Chicago ;  Zenas  C.  is  a  Baptist  clergyman,  ami  re- 
sides at  Brooldyn,  Minn.;  Ervin  S.  resides  at  IIoop- 
ston,  111.;   and  Carrie  A.  at  Chatsworth. 

Albert  H.  Hall  was  but  an  infant  when  the  family 
settled  in  Illinois,  and  s|)enthis  boyhood  days^upon 
a  farm,  where  he  assisted  in  the  work,  and  dining 
the  winter  months  attended  the  district  school.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  left  the  jjarental  rvoi 
and  went  to  Chicago,  where  he  learned  the  art  of 
photography,  receiving  instructions  from  the  most 
eminent  artists  of  that  city.  After  he  became  pro- 
ficient in  the  art  he  came  to  Chatsworth.  On  the 
30th  of  May,  1S72,  at  Tonica,  111.,  Mr.  Hall  was 
married  to  DoraKuapp,  who  was  born  in  that  place, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  L.  C.  and  Sarah  Knapp. 
They  have  two  children,  named  respectively  Lewis 
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and  Sadie.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
and  h.is  been  a  member  of  the  Town  Council.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  iu 
which  thej-  hold  a  leading  positiou,  and  he  is  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunda3'-school.  In  his  business 
affairs  Mr.  Hall  has  been  prosperous,  and  commands 
the  patronage  o(  the  people  of  his  town  and  the 
surroundiniT  country. 


^'OHK  HALL1HA>;  is  comfortably  situated 
on  an  80-acre  farm  in  the  judicial  sec- 
tion of  Saunemiu  Township,  Avhich  is  desig- 
fj^j/,'  nated  on  the  map  as  section  li,  of  Pleasant 
Ridge  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  LaSalle  County. 
111.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1837.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Hallihan, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  when 
they  emigrated  to  this  country  became  earl^- settlers 
of  LaSalle  County,  111.,  where  they  resided  during 
the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manboud  in  LaSalle 
County,  where  he  received  but  a  limited  education. 
The  death  of  his  parents  occurred  when  he  was 
about  eleven  years  of  age,  and  he  was  thus  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  When  old  enough 
to  perform  manual  labor  he  chose  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer,  to  which  he  has  always  devoted  his 
time.  In  Februar}',  1864,  Mr.  Hallihan  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  o3A  Illinois  Infantry, which  was  attached 
to  the  arm}-  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman, 
and  participated  in  the  march  from  Atlanta  to  the 
sea,  .and  ia  the  grand  review  at  Washington.  Dur- 
ing his  term  of  service  he  was  in  many  of  the  hotly 
contested  engagements  wliich  took  place  during 
the  last  year  of  the  war,  notably  Bentonville  and 
Savannah.  The  regiment  to  w-hich  he  was  attached 
made  a  splendid  record  by  its  gallantry  and  stub- 
born endurance  of  hardships  and  privations  on  the 
inarch,  and  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  on  the 
22d  of  July,  180.5.  After  his  discharge  from  the 
army  he  immediately  returned  to  Illinois. 

On  the  11th  of  Septemi)er,  18C7,  Mr.  Hallihan 
was  married  to  M.ary  L.  Hart,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  Uj  them   were  born   three  children — Lucy  W., 


William  C.,"and  Charles  H.,  who  is  deceased.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  on  the  7th  of  August, 
1872.  Mr.  Hallihan  was  again  married  on  the  3d 
of  February,  1875,  to  Martha  E.  Vining,  widow  of 
the  late  William  Vining,  of  Livingston  County. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  William  A.  and  Phtebe 
(Spencer)  Lebeau,  who  formerly  resided  in  McLean 
County,  III.  Her  mother  is  dead,  and  her  father 
now  resides  in  Bates  Count3^  Mo.  As  a  result  of 
this  union  two  children  have  been  born:  Josie  B., 
on  the  27th  of  April,  1878,  and  Armor  J.,  on 
the  5th  of  July,  1887.  B}'  her  first  husband  Mrs. 
Hallihan  had  two  children,  named  Charles  W.  and 
Edward  C,  the  latter  of  whom  is  deceased. 

In  1871  our. subject  came  to  Livingston  County, 
and  purchased  the  land  upon  which  he  now  resides. 
At  the  time  of  its  purchase  this  land  was  unbroken 
|)rairie,  but  by  energy  and  industry  he  has  con- 
verted it  into  a  high)}'  cultivated  farm,  and  erected 
upon  it  comfortable  and  substantial  buildings.  Mr. 
Hallihan  is  an  active  member  of  the  Republican 
part}'  and  during  his  residence  in  Livingston 
County  has  served  as  School  Director  several  years. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  educational  matters, 
and  during  the  time  he  has  been  Director  has  en- 
thusiastically engaged  in  the  work  which  devolved 
upon  the  incumbent  of  that  office.  He  is  an  enthu- 
siastic member  of  the  Grand  Arm}'  Post  at  Saune- 
miu. and  engages  with  earnestness  in  the  musters 
and  camp  fires  of  that  post.  Mrs.  Hallihan  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  to  which 
she  cheerfully  gives  much  of  her  time.  Mr.  Halli- 
han and  his  family  are  respected  memljers  of  society 
and  enjoy  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 
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'^1  AMES  A.  HOOVER,  Circuit  Clerk  and  Coun- 
ty Recorder,  is  located  at  Pontiac,  and  has 
been  a  resident  of  this  county  for  the  last 
twenty-two  years.  He  comes  of  an  excel- 
lent Pennsylvania  family,  and  is  himself  a  native  of 
Blair  County,  th.at  State,  where  his  birth  took 
place  .lune  4,  1840.  His  parents,  F'rancis  B.  and 
Mary  (Matthews)  Hoover,  were  natives  respect- 
ively of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  Drogheda,  Meath 
Co.,  Ireland,  and  were  married  in  Blair  County,  Pa., 
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in  1837,  where  they  located,  and  the  father  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  chai'coal. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Adam 
Hoover,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  married 
a  Miss  Benton.  The  male  nieniljers  of  the  family 
mostly  engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  and  Grand- 
father Hoover  followed  this  calling  his  entire  life. 
He  rested  from  his  earthly  labors  in  1823,  and  his 
wife  followed  him  to  the  silent  land  a  few  j'ears 
later.  The  father  of  Adam  Hoover  was  a  soldier 
in  the  French  army,  under  Gen.  LaFayette,  and 
immigrated  to  America  in  the  Colonial  days,  set- 
tling in  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  the 
balance  of  his  life.  The  paternal  grandmotiier  of 
our  subject  was  of  English  extraction,  her  fore- 
fathers having  immigrated  to  America  in  the  reign 
of  George  IV.  They  afterward  united  with  the 
Colonists  in  their  struggle  for  liberty,  and  in  due 
time  were  represented  by  large  numbers  of  de- 
scendants. 

The  mother  of  our  suliject  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Catherine  Matthews,  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  immigrated  to  America  after  their  marriage, 
settling  in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  in  1832.  Grand- 
father Matthews  became  possessor  of  a  large  tract 
of  land,  and  was  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
of  that  section  of  country.  He  became  the  father 
of  three  children,  namely :  Lawrence,  Mary  and 
Edward.  The  family  of  Adam  Hoover  consisted 
of  eight  children,  three  living — Matilda,  Lovina  and 
Amanda.  Francis  B.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  had  but  limited  educa- 
tional advantages.  He  was  naturally  studious, 
however,  and  bj'  the  perusal  of  instructive  books 
became  well  posted  upon  historical  matters  and 
kept  pace  with  current  events.  He  left  his  native 
State  in  1848,  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  eight 
years  of  age,  and  settled  witji  his  family  at  Lowell- 
ville.  Ohio,  whence  they  removed  to  Lawrence 
County,  in  that  State.  From  tliere  they  immigrated 
to  the  West  in  1865,  taking  up  their  abode  near 
Odell  in  this  county,  where  the  father  purchased  a 
quarter  section  of  land,  on  which  he  erected  good 
buildings,  and  established  a  comfortable  home.  He 
enjoyed  in  a  marked  degree  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-townsmen,  and  was  the  incumbent  at  differ- 
ent times  of  various  local  ottices.     His  life  rounded 


up  ripe  in  years,  and  he  folded  iiis  hands  for  his 
final  rest  in  October,  1884.  The  mother  passed 
away  Jan.  .11,  1872.  Both  were  members  of  tiie 
Catholic  Church,  in  whose  doctrines  they  carefully 
reared  their  children.  The  record  of  these,  ten  iu 
number,  is  briefly  as  follows :  Susan  A.,  Mrs.  Mur- 
rin,  is  a  resident  of  Murrinsville,  Pa.,  as  is  also  her 
sister,  Mary  A.,  Mrs.  Forquer:  James  A.,  our  sub- 
ject, is  the  third  child;  Sarah  J.,  Mrs.  Trowliridge, 
resides  in  Joliet,  111.;  Matilda  A.,  Mrs.  Robbins, 
lives  in  Indiana;  Frank  A.  is  in  Pennsylvania; 
and  Thomas  A.  is  near  the  Pacific  slope,  at  Los 
Angeles,  Cal. ;  Carrie  A.,  Mrs.  Gross,  lives  in  In- 
diana. The  two  deceased  were  named  John  M. 
and  Lizzie  M. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  passed  his  boyiiood 
and  j'onth  on  the  farm  in  his  native  county,  and 
received  a  common-school  education.  When  six- 
teen years  old  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself, 
first  securing  a  position  as  clerk  in  a  general  stoi'e. 
He  was  thus  employed  until  reaching  his  majority, 
and  subsequently  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war 
furnished  him  employment  for  the  nest  four  years. 
He  enlisted  in  the  2d  West  Virginia  Cavalry  in 
1861,  and  eight  months  later  was  promoted  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  commanded  the  company  most  of 
tlie  time  until  1804.  He  also  acted  as  (Juarter- 
master.  He  met  the  enemy  in  man^'  of  the  impor- 
tant battles  of  the  war,  and  was  with  Sheridan 
through  the  campaign  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
He  received  a  gunshot  wound  at  Cove  Gap  on  the 
10th  of  May,  1804,  but  notwithstanding  the  pain 
which  followed  declined  to  leave  the  ranks,  and 
rode  on  with  his  command  250  miles  with  a  broken 
shoulder.  He  remained  with  his  regiment,  and 
after  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge,  and  was  mustered  out  with  his 
comrades  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  in  1865. 

Lieut.  Hoover  after  returning  to  civil  life  came 
west  to  Northern  Illlinois  and  took  up  his  abode  in 
Ford  County,  where  he  remained  six  years  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  in  the  meantime  accumu- 
lated a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  se- 
cure possession  of  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
Union  Township.  He  occupied  this  farm  six  years, 
and  then  on  account  of  failing  health  decided  to 
engage  in  some  lighter  occupation.       He  accord- 
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iiigly  einploj'cd  himself  as  clerk  in  n  general  store, 
and  was  thus  occupied  live  years,  during  which 
time  he  became  interested  in  tnunship  and  county 
aflfaii-s.  While  in  Ford  County  he  iiad  otliciated  as 
Town  Clerk  and  (School  Trustee,  and  had  held  the 
same  offices  in  Union  Township.  He  was  elected 
to  his  present  position  in  1884,  and  hears  the  repu- 
tation of  having  been  uniformly  faithful  and 
honest  in  the  di.-scharge  of  his  duties.  lie  is  a 
straight  Republican  politically,  and  sociallj'  belongs 
to  the  G.  A.  R. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  Kttie 
Tucker,  a  native  of  Tazewell  County.  111.,  and  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  (Clino)  Tucker, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  They  came  to  Illinois  at  an 
early  d.ay.  and  located  in  Tazewell  County,  where 
the  father  engaged  in  farming,  and  the  daughter, 
Ettie,  was  reared  and  educated.  Siie  ivmaiued 
under  the  parental  roof  until  her  m.irriage  witli 
Mr.  Hoover,  which  took  place  May  7,  18G7.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children. 
namely:  Harry  H..  whu  was  l)orn  Sept.  14,  1878, 
and  Frank  15..  Sept.  7.  I.s82. 


^!5iR.4Y  BROS.,  (if  Wing  \illagv.  arc  wiilely 
|[  ,— J  and  favorably  known  tiirnugliunt  the  bor- 
''^^J  ders  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Townsiiip.  wiiere 
they  located  some  lime  since,  and  estalilished  a 
store  of  general  merchandise  in  tiie  s[)ring  of  1880. 
They  carry  a  full  line  of  everything-  |)ertaining'  to  a 
general  store.  Including  dry-goods,  groceries,  hard- 
ware, boots  and  shoes,  and  also  de;d  largely  in  lum- 
ber and  grain.  Their  building  occupies  ;ni  area  of 
o2x24  feet,  two  and  one-li.i!f  -loiiis  in  height,  and 
has  become  an  institution  (jnitc  indispensable  totiie 
people  of  Pleasant  Ridge  and  vicinity. 

George  H.  Gray,  senior  member  of  tlir  aliove 
firm,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Abiiur.  !•"(  Ii.  27,  1  s.'i  1, 
anil  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (.Maiincir)  (Iray, 
n:itive>  i-esi)ectively  of  Massacliusef t-  ami  Maine. 
The  father  was  born  Dee.  22,  1830,  and  llic  mother 
Dec.  10,  1M2;!.  They  cani<-  I..  Illinoi-  in  I  «.'>  I ,  and 
s<-ttled  in  LaSalle  County.  I  lie  (alhei  had  worked 
in  tlie  Ka-t  ;i.- a  ship  carpenter,  and  foi-  ~everai  ye.ars 


was  foreman  of  railroad  bridges  on  the  \\'abash 
Road.  Afterward  lie  became  connected  with  the 
C.  iV-  A.  R.  1\.  lie  is  now  retired  from  active 
labor  and  makes  his  home  in  Wing  Yilhage.  The 
|>areutal  househoM  included  five  children — George 
11.,  Annie  L.,  Willard  ^^■.,  Joseph  M.  and  Mary. 
Ceorge  11..  on  the  1st  of  January,  187C,  was  united 
in  ni.Mii'iage  with  Miss  Eliza  Pickering,  who  was 
born  in  LaSalle  County,  this  State,  March  2(!, 
18"i,').  Of  this  marriage  there  are  two  children — 
George  F.  and  Homer  W.  Annie  L.  Gr.ay  was 
born  May  27.  ls,J7,  and  married  L.  II.  Solomon, 
of  Streafor;  Willard  W.  married  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Gi'eenho,  and  is  living  in  Wing;  Joseph  M.  married 
Miss  Lottie  Young,  and  occupies  himself  in  farming 
in  Saunemin  Township;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Ed- 
win Greenho,   of  Saunemin  Township. 

Mr.  (Tt'orge  Gray,  in  common  with  his  brothers 
anil  sisters,  received  a  fair  education.  After  com- 
lilctiug  his  studies  in  the  primary  schools  he  took  a 
eoinse  at  Forest  and  at  Pontiac,  and  .after  a  brief 
residence  at  Westfleld,  where  he  was  occupied  in 
the  same  work,  he  returned  to  Saunemin  Township 
and  engaged  in  farming  for  the  five  years  follow- 
ing. He  then  iinrch,ased  the  business  which  had 
been  established  by  Jacob  Keller,  and  about  one 
ye.ar  later  his  brother  Willard  W.  became  equal 
|iartner.     To  this  business  they  have  made  material 

I  additions,  having  built  a  fine  elevator  the  past  sum- 
mer, and  .are  now  numbered  .among  the  substantial 
and  reliable  business  men  of  the  place;  indeed, tak- 
ing the  lead  in  trade  .and  including  in  their  interests 

i    by  far  the  larger  share  of  the  business  done  at  this 

I    point. 

\\'iilai'd  W.  (Jray.  junior  memlier  of  the  firm, 
«as  born    July  22,    1 SGO,  and    spent    his    earl}^   life 

:  mostly  at  farming.  His  edneatiim  w.as  completed  in 
the  district  schools,  and  in  188.)  he  nas  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Greenho.  They  have 
one  ehild.  a  daughter,  Lucy,  born  May  15,  1887. 
liolh  he  and  his  estim.able  Lady  .are  members  in 
good  sliinding  of  the  Meth(>dist  Episcop.al  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Gr.ay  are  also  active  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  IMr. 
(ir.iy.iets  !is  Stewaid  and  Trustee.  Mr.  Willard 
(Jr.ay  is  ,a  mendier  of  the  Masonic  fr.aternity,  belong- 
ing tr>  Forest  Lodge  No.  CI  I.     On  the  Tith  of  No- 
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vember,  1885,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of 
Wing,  of  which  office  he  has  since  had  charge,  and 
the  duties  of  which  he  is  discharging  in  a  niannei- 
creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  the  coni- 
munitJ^  He  has  been  Township  Assessor  three 
years.  Botli  tlie  brothers  vote  the  straight  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

-^ ^^ ^ 
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\f]  OHN  B.  EVVARD,  a  rising  young  farmer  of 
Saunemin  Township,  has  ah'eady  a  fine  start 
in  life,  being  the  owner  of  240  aci'es  of  good 
land  on  sections  2  and  o.  Upon  it  is  a 
neat  and  substantial  residence,  a  good  barn  and 
other  necessary  out-buiklings,  while  the  lowland 
has  been  thoroughly  drained  with  .3,300  rods  of  tile, 
so  that  tliere  is  now  a  broad  area  which  yields  in 
abundance  the  choicest  crops  of  Central  Illinois. 
He  has  had  a  lifetime  experience  in  farming,  and 
readily  adapted  himself  from  the  beginning  to  its 
different  branches. 

Mr.  Evvard  was  born  in  Tazewell  County,  Sept. 
26,  1855,  and  is  tiie  son  of  John  B.  and  Mary  (Jac- 
quot)  Evvard,  the  former  deceased,  and  the  latter, 
now  seventy-three  years  of  age,  making  her  home 
with  our  subject.  The  parents  were  natives  of  the 
Province  of  Lorraine,  which  at  the  time  of  their 
birth  belonged  to  France,  but  is  now  included 
among  the  possessions  of  German}'.  They  immi- 
grated to  America  earl}'  in  life,  about  1850,  and 
located  in  Tazewell  County,  of  which  they  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers.  The  father  died  there 
seven  years  later,  Oct.  27,  1857,  when  (jur  subject 
was  but  two  years  of  age.  The  household  circle 
included  six  children,  of  whom  but  two  survive. 
The  name  of  the  other  is  Eugene,  and  he  lives  with 
his  brother  John  B. 

Young  Evvard  remained  in  his  native  county 
until  a  lad  twelve  years  of  age,  when  in  1867  he 
accompanied  his  mother  to  Livingston  County,  lo- 
cating in  Nevada  Township.  He  completed  his  ed- 
ucation at  Eureka  College,  and  since  leaving  school 
has  continued  the  study  of  instructive  books  and 
the  various  periodicals  of  the  day,  so  that  he  has 
kept  himself  well  posted  upon  current  events,  and 
~M» — 


maintains  a  good  position  among  the  intelligent 
men  of  his  connnunity.  He  was  married  when 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  on  the  2()tli  of  Sei)tember, 
1880,  taking  for  iiis  bride  Miss  Mary  A.  Leitel,  who 
is  a  native  of  LaSalle  County,  and  was  born  Jan. 
26,  1861.  Mrs.  Evvard  is  the  daughter  of  Korby 
and  Barbara  (Bockmeyoi)  Leitel,  who  were  natives 
of  Germany,  and  are  now  residents  of  Union  Town- 
ship. Our  subject  and  wife  commenced  housekeep- 
ing on  section  3,  Saunemin  Township,  and  in  1883 
Mr.  Evvard  secured  possession  of  his  present  homo- 
stead.  They  have  now  two  children:  Mary  B., 
born  Aug.  8,  1881,  and  John  M.,  Nov.  6,  1884. 

Upon  reaching  his  majority  our  subject  cast  his 
Presidential  vote  for  Peter  Cooper,  but  is  usually 
independent  in  politics,  aiming  to  support  the  men 
best  qualified  for  office.  He  takes  a  genuine  inter- 
est in  educational  matters,  being  the  descendant  of 
a  nationality  which  practices  compulsory  education, 
a  system  which  it  would  seem  might  l>e  profitably 
introduced  into  all  countries.  Although  not'very 
long  ar  resident  of  his  district  he  was  elected  School 
Director,  in  which  capacity  he  is  serving  with  credit 
to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Inward  were  born  in  the 
Province  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  immigrated  to 
the  United  States  early  in  life,  probably  before  their 
marriage.  Their  family  included  nine  children,  ui 
whom  but  five  are  living,  namely:  AVilliam,  Mary 
A.,  Marcus,  Barbara  and  Annie. 


NDREW  J.  TERWILLEGAR,  who  comes 
of  sturdy  German  ancestry,  is  a  successful 
li\  farmer  on  section  .32,  Dwight  Township. 
His  grandfather,  Nathaniel  Terwillegar, 
came  from  Germany  to  this  country,  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War, 
in  which  he  was  a  soldier.  Nathaniel  Terwillegar, 
his  son,  and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1785,  and  was  by  oc- 
cupation a  farmer.  AVhen  a  young  man  he  went 
to  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Sims  Township,  Hamilton 
County,  where  lie  purchased  a  farm.  After  locating 
here,  he  married  JMiss  Alice  Elliott,  daughter  of 
John  Elliott,  of  Hamilton  County,  a  native  of  Ire- 


-<• 


r 


»►  ■  "^ 


-•► 


71G 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


land.  To  thein  were  born  nine  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  whose  names  are :  Mary, 
Sarah,  George  "\V.  and  Andrew  J.  Mary  is  Mrs. 
Sage,  of  Montgomery,  Hamilton  Co..  Ohio:  Sarah 
married  a  Mr.  Crist,  of  Olive  Hrancii,  Clermont 
Co.,  Ohio,  and  George  AV.  is  a  carpenter  and  builder 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr.  Terwillegar  was  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Hamilton  County,  which  was  a  wil- 
derness covered  witli  a  luxuriant  growth  of  splendid 
timber  of  great  variety,  at  tlie  time  of  the  settle- 
ment. He  cut  his  farm  out  of  the  unbroken  forest, 
and  hewed  the  timber  for  his  log  cabin  with  his 
own  hands.  He  was.in  Hamilton  County  when  Cin- 
cinnati was  but  a  small  village,  and  when  Columbia, 
which  is  now  a  small  place  up  the  river  from  Cin- 
cinnati. W.1S  the  trading  point.  In  those  daj's  the 
struggles  of  the  pioneers  were  very  severe,  but  they 
took  fully  as  much  comfort  in  their  way  as  we  do 
in  ours  now.  There  was  a  vast  amount  of  timber 
and  wood  to  be  disposed  of.  Immense  fireplaces 
were  built  in  the  side  of  the  e.-ibin,  often  occupying 
almost  the  entire  side  of  the  house.  A  great  back- 
log was  rolled  in,  which  often  required  the  united 
efforts  of  two  strong  men  to  put  it  in  jjlace.  A 
fore-log  nearly  as  large  was  placed  in  front,  and 
over  and  between  these  were  iilaced  numerous 
smaller  sticks.  These  made  a  fire  which  defied  the 
severest  weather,  and  before  the  light  of  its  cheer- 
ful blaze  the  pioneer  and  his  family  passed  the  long- 
winter  evenings  in  solid  comfiirt,  while  the  cares 
and  discomforts  of  pioneer  life  were  for  the  time 
forgotten.  Mr.  'J'erwillegar  replaced  the  log  cabin_ 
with  a  good  frame  house,  hewing  out  the  frame 
with  his  own  hands,  which  in  turn  gave  place  to  a 
substantial  brick  house  of  two  stories.  All  the  chil- 
dren were  born  on  this  farm,  and  here  Mr.  Terwille- 
gar resiiled  until  his  death. 

In  political  opinions  Mr.  T.  was  a  Democrat,  and 
held  the  various  township  offices.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  llie  Cluistian  Church,  and  was  very 
earnest  and  :-iniiic  in  iier  religious  convictions. 
Mr.  Terwillegar  was,  like  most  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  country,  self-reliant  and  persevering,  industri- 
ous and  sagacious.  He  was  a  man  prominent  in 
his  community,  and  undoubtedly  would  have  made 
his  name  much  more  familiar  to  the  people  harl  not 
T     death  niarkcil  him  in  middle  life.     He  was  a    sub- 


stantial farmer,  and  a  reliable   man   in   every    waj'. 

Andrew  J.  Terwillegar,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  liornon  the  old  homestead  in  Hamilton  County, 
Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  September,  1829,  and  passed  his 
earh'  life  among  the  surroundings  of  pioneer  life 
amid  the  beautiful  and  picturesque  scenery'  of 
Southern  Ohio,  with  its  majestic  rivers  and  mighty 
hills,  and  forests  rivalled  by  none  in  this  country. 
As  a  3'outh,  he  revelled  in  forest  pleasures,  which 
are  unknown  to  the  boys  of  the  Prairie  State.  The 
woods  were  full  of  small  game,  and  the  Oliio  River 
afforded  the  sports  of  swimming,  fishing  and  boat- 
ing. Young  Terwillegar  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  was  Initiated  into  farm  duties.  In 
1854  he  came  to  Illinois  and  purchased  a  farm  of 
•200  acres  in  Bureau  County. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  18.57,  Mr.  Terwillegar 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Harper,  daughter 
of  James  B.  and  Helen  (Wycoff)  Harper,  of  Hamil- 
ton Count}',  Ohio,  and  he  soon  thereafter  brought 
his  wife  to  this  farm  in  Illinois.  The  result  of  this 
union  has  been  five  children,  whose  names  are: 
Helen  H.,  Katie,  Jennie,  Albert  and  Mamie  B.  Jen- 
nie died  on  the  29th  of  July,  1883,  and  Mrs.  Ter- 
willegar died  in  the  month  of  October,  the  same 
year;  thus  in  less  than  a  year  the  household  was 
bereft  of  a  beloved  mother  and  daughter:  Helen 
married  Adolphus  Heller,  a  farmer  who  resides  near 
Pontiac,  and  they  have  one  son  named  Mctor  G.  Al- 
bert is  the  only  son;  Katie  and  Mamie  are  at  home 
with  their  father.  The  children  have  all  received  a 
good  education,  while  Helen  was  educated  at  Prince- 
ton, and  was  a  school  teacher  of  wide  experience 
before  her  marri.age. 

]Mr.  Terwillegar  remained  on  his  farm  in  Bui'eau 
County  ten  years,  and  then  went  to  Woodford 
County.  He  afterward  rented  land  in  McLean 
County,  and  in  1870  he  came  to  Livingston  County 
to  his  present  residence  in  Dwight  Township.  He 
has  been  a  life-long  Democrat,  ns  was  his  father  be- 
fore him.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  the  old  school; 
conscientious  and  honoraljle  himself,  he  expects  the 
same  principles  to  obtain  in  others.  The  world 
needs  honest  men,  and  the  words  of  Pope,  "An  hon- 
est man's  the  noblest  work  of  God,"  will  never  be 
less  true. 

The  fallur  .lud  an  uncle  of  Jlr.  Terwillegar  were 
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soldiers  in  the  "War  of  1812,  and  were  present  at 
Hull's  surrender,  at  which  cowardly  act  the  soldiers 
were  much  enraged.  His  powder  horn,  which  the 
father  carried  in  the  war,  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  family. 

■j^OHN  LEGGATE,  Es(j.,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  the  southeastern  part  of  Livingston  Coun- 
ty, spent  his  childhood  and  3^outh  in  L.anark- 
shire,  an  inland  county  of  Scotland,  through 
which  flows  the  far-famed  and  beautiful  River  Clyde. 
There  he  was  born  Aug.  25,  1816,  at  the  home  of 
his  parents,  James  and  Margaret  (Dalgleish)  Leg- 
gate,  whose  household  included  tiireosons — Robert, 
John  and  James.  Robert,  the  eldest,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  British  army  for  a  period  of  twenty  years, 
and  when  retiring  from  military  life,  returned  to 
his  home,  where  his  death  took  place  about  1885. 
James  came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  New  Jersey. 

Our  subject  early  in  life  le.arned  the  trade  of  a 
weaver,  and  in  1837,  not  long  after  his  twenty-first 
birthday,  was  united  in  marriage  with  one  of  his 
childhood  associates.  Miss  Elizabeth  Fleming,  a  na- 
tive of  his  own  county.  Thej'  continued  on  their 
native  soil  until  184S,  when  Mr.  Leggate  with  his 
wife  and  four  children,  bidding  adieu  to  the  friends 
of  his  youth,  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Glas- 
gow, and  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  ten  weeks  landed 
in  New  York  Cit}'.  He  was  there  occupied  at  his 
trade  three  years,  and  the  three  years  following  was 
employed  in  a  glass  factory.  Subsequently  he  re- 
moved to  a  point  near  London,  Canada,  where  he 
remained  until  1857,  and  was  occupied  most  of  his 
time  in  a  brickyard.  By  the  most  rigid  economy  and 
continuous  industry,  he  saved  a  little  sum  <if  money 
which  he  decided  to  invest  in  Western  land.  He 
came  to  this  county,  and  being  pleased  with  the 
outlook,  purchased  first  eighty  acres  in  Germanville 
Township,  where  he  set  himself  industriously  at 
work  with  the  laudable  ambition  of  establishing  a 
permanent  home.  His  labors  met  with  the  success 
which  they  deserved,  and  besides  bringing  his  first 
purchase  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  he  in  due 
time  put  up  suitable  and  substantial  buildings,  and 
by  degrees  added  to  his  landed  area  until  he  be- 
-4*  


came  the  possessor  of  240  acres.  His  career  has 
been  finely  illustrative  of  the  resolute  persistence 
which  has  been  the  characteristic,  from  time  im- 
memorial, of  the  sturdy  Scotch  nationality.  He 
has  also  exhibited  in  a  marked  degree  the  straight- 
forward and  honest  qualities  of  his  ancestry,  which 
have  constituted  him  a  highly  respected  and  re- 
liable citizen,  whose  word  is  considered  as  good  as 
his  bond.  Upon  becoming  a  voter,  he  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  since  the  organization  of  the 
township.  He  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  a  zealous  worker  in  the  Sunday- 
school. 

Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Leggate  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  six  now  living,  three  having  died  in  early 
childhood.  One  daughter,  Margaret,  became  the 
wife  of  John  Beckraan,  of  Germanville  Township, 
and  died  at  her  home  in  Iowa,  aged  twenty-seven 
years.  Their  son  Robert,  who  had  established  a 
home  for  himself  in  Iowa,  and  had  a  family,  was 
called  away  when  thirty-eight  j'ears  of  age.  The 
four  living  are,  James  and  John  in  Chicago,  George 
in  Iowa,  and  W.iltcr,  who  resides  at  home. 


\f  /  AMES  A.  GREGORY,  M.  D.,  is  a  young 
ph3-sician  just  beginning  liis  professional  ca- 
reer, and  the  duty  of  chronicling  the  events 
of  his  life  beyond  young  manhood  must  de- 
volve upon  the  future  biographer.  In  this  place 
and  at  this  time  it  is  a  pleasant  duty  to  put  on 
record  an  account  of  the  source  from  which  he 
sprang,  and  to  recount  the  details  of  an  auspicious 
beginning  of  the  life  upon  which  he  is  now  enter- 
ing with  a  trusting  and  loving  young  wife  by  his 
side.     He  located  at  Chatsworth  in  April,  1887. 

Dr.  Gregory  was  born  in  Amity  Township  on 
the  13th  of  May,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Ellen  (Holdsworth)  Gregory.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  England,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
tailor,  and  followed  that  occupation  while  he  re- 
sided in  his  native  country.  He  married  in  En- 
gland, and  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1855,  coming  a  few  months  later  to  Livingston 
County.  Here  he  prepared  himself  for  the  minis- 
tr3'  and  became    a   clergyman    in    the    Protestant 
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Methodist  Chiin-h,  preaeliing  in  different  oiirnits 
in  Illinois  nntil  about  the  year  1880,  when  ho  be- 
came superannuated,  and  died  on  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ar3-.  18t>Ci.  Ho  left  an  estate  consisting  of  190 
acres  of  land  in  Livingston  County  and  1(50  acres 
in  Kansas.  During  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  he 
was  a  member  of  Company  C,  l^Oth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  served  faithfully  for  nine  months,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disabilities  in- 
curred. He  was  a  man  who  accomplished  much 
good,  and  was  thoroughly  conscientious  in  the  per- 
formance of  every  act. 

Mrs.  Gregory,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  is  also  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  com- 
menced preaching  when  she  was  but  sixteen  years 
of  age,  which  she  continued  until  an  advanced  age. 
She  still  resides  in  Amity  Township,  where  she  is 
highly  respected  and  much  esteemed  for  her  many 
excellent  qualities.  They  had  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  3'et  living.  James  A.  is  next  to  the 
youngest,  and  received  his  literary  education  at 
LaHarpe,  111.  In  1885  he  entered  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  Mith  h(mor  in  the  spiing  of  1887, 
and  imraodiately  located  at  Chatsvvorth,  succeeding 
Dr.  Charlos  True  in  the  practice  of  the   profession. 

Dr.  Gregory  was  married,  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1 887,  to  Mardella  Boycr,  who  was  born  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1803,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  and 
C'elia  C.  (Bennett)  Boyer,  of  Amity  Township. 
The  beginning  of  Dr.  Gregory's  professional  ca- 
reer is  very  auspicious,  and  he  possesses  the  ability 
to  maintain  his  reputation  as  a  phj'sician  under  all 
circumstances.  His  father  having  been  a  soldier  in 
the  Union  army,  that  fact  entitles  the  son  to  a 
membership  in  the  order  of  the  Sous  of  Veterans, 
t<i  which  he  belongs,  and  is  enthusiastic  in  the  work 
of  the  order. 


'^^^HO.MAS  (;K0R(;1-:  i>  an  old  settler  of  Saune- 
(fk'^i  f"'"  Township,  whose  neat  and  jiroductive 
V^^  farm  of  fort\'  acres  is  located  on  what  is 
judicially  section  •>  of  that  townshii),  but  which  is 
congressionally  in  Pleasant  Uidgc  Township,  lie  is 
a  native  of    Manchester,    iMigland,    where   he    was 


born  on  the  liHli  of  November,  1812.  Manchester 
is  <ine  of  the  most  important  cities  of  England, 
both  in  the  way  of  commerce  and  education. 

Mr.  George  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Catherine 
(ieorge,  both  of  whom  were  English  by  birth. 
When  about  foiu-  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  America,  taking  passage  at  Liverpool, 
and  after  a  vojage  across  the  ocean  which  required 
eight  weeks,  landed  in  Boston,  Mass.  The  parents 
settled  in  the  State  of  Maine,  where  they  made 
their  future  home,  and  remained  until  their  death. 
The  father  died  on  the  lOtli  of  August,  1846,  and 
the  mother  on  the  13th  of  December,  1850.  Thoy 
liecamo  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  only 
two  are  now  living,  Thomas  and  Samuel.  The 
boyhood  days  of  our  subject  were  spent  in  the 
State  of  Maine,  where  he  recei\ed  a  meager  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  that  time,  devoting  the  larger 
portion  of  his  early  life  to  the  work  of  assisting  his 
father  in  the  conduct  of  the  farm. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1843,  Mr.  George  was 
married  to  Lucinda  Ayer,  a  native  of  New  Glouces- 
ter, Me.,  where  she  was  born  April  I),  1821.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Asa  and  Reliecca  Ayer,  who 
were  New  Englanders  by  birth.  Her  father  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  her  grandfather, 
Thomas  Ayer,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
A\'ar.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following-named  chil- 
dren: Flora  A.,  Alma  L.,  Horace  G.,  Frank  F., 
Austin,  Quincy,  Ada  and  Virginia.  Flora  A.  was  bt^irn 
Sept.  25,  1850,  and  is  the  wife  of  James  FeUows,  of 
Ivankakee,  III.;  Alma  L.  was  born  Oct.  18,  1852, 
and  is  the  wife  of  JustLis  Gunsul,  of  Streator,  III.; 
Horace  (J.  was  born  Jan.  28,  1855,  and  resides  in 
Kansas;  Frank  F.  was  born  Oct.  7,  1857,  and  resides 
at  home;  the  other  four  are  deceased. 

In  the  year  1859  Mr.  George  migrated  to  Illi- 
nois, and  for  several  years  resided  in  LaSallo  County. 
He  located  in  Livingston  County  in  1869,  and  has 
resided  here  ever  since.  His  farm  consists  of  forty 
acres  of  splendid  land,  which  was  all  unbroken 
prairie  when  il  came  into  his  possession  twenty 
years  ago.  Mi',  (ieorge  has  been  a  haM  worker  all 
hi>  life,  and  whatever  ho  possesses  is  the  result  of 
his  own  effort,  economy  and  good  management, 
In  jjolitics  ho  has  lieen  a  Republican  since  the  dis- 
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solution  of  the  old  Whig  party,  and  while  a  resident 
of  the  State  of  Maine  he  held  several  of  the  minor 
township  offices.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which 
they  are  very  much  devoted.  Both  have  spent  a 
long  life  in  usefulness  and  well  doing,  of  which 
they  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits.  None  are  more 
worthy  of  a  place  in  this  Albuivi  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  his  most  estimable  wife,  and  to  a 
brief  record  of  their  lives  this  page  is  given  with 
pleasure. 

fRANCIS  DONOHOE  is  an  independent  far- 
mer and  stock-raiser,  whose  quarter-section 
farm  is  located  on  section  G  in  Odell  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Virginia  within  three  miles 
of  Leesburg,  Loudoun  County,  on  the  13th  of 
Ai)ril,  1814,  and  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children.  His  parents  were  Samuel  and 
Margaret  (Elgin)  Donohoe,  who  were  also  natives 
of  Virginia.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Cor- 
nelius and  Mary  (McDowell)  Donohoe,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Virginia.  They  were  farmers  by  occupa- 
tion, and  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives  at 
Leesburg.  The  Elgins  were  of  English  descent, 
and  were  also  earlj'  settlers  of  Virginia. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Donohoe  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  in  that  respect  followed  in  the  line  of 
his  forefathers.  He  spent  his  whole  life  as  a  Virginia 
farmer,  and  with  his  wife  is  buried  on  the  old  home 
farm  originally  improved  by  the  grandparents. 
He  was  a  quiet,  inoffensive  citizen,  and  much  de- 
voted to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a  mem.ber  and  a  Class-Leader.  It  was  one 
of  his  proud  boasts  that  he  had  never  been  sued  in 
a  court,  nor  found  it  necessary  to  enter  suit  against 
any  other  person.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
ten  years  of  age  at  his  father's  death,  and  from  that 
event  had  little  chance  to  attend  school.  He 
worked  upon  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
of  age,  at  which  time  the  homestead  was  divided 
and  he  was  thrown  upon  the  world  to  care  for  him- 
self. He  followed  teaming  in  Alexandria  for  three 
years,  and  during  this  time  he  fell  in  with  a  party 


of  traders  from  Tennessee,  and  joined  them  as  a 
driver,  going  overland  to  Mississippi.  Upon  ar- 
riving there  the  teams  were  sold,  and  he  engaged 
in  hauling  cotton  to  Vicksburg.  At  the  close  of 
the  season  he  engaged  to  help  open  a  general  store 
on  the  road  near  Vicksburg.  In  the  following- 
spring  he  sold  out  his  interest,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Virginia,  making  the  journey  on  horse- 
back. After  reaching  home  his  next  engagement 
was  as  an  overseer  on  a  canal  from  Richmond  to 
Lynchburg,  which  was  known  as  the  James  River 
Canal,  and  in  this  employment  he  remained  three 
years,  and  then  went  to  Rockbridge  County,  where 
he  farmed  one  year,  and  then  retired  from  active 
work  one  j^ear.  During  this  time  he  was  guarding 
a  real-estate  investment  he  had  made,  and  through 
which  he  had  trouble  regaiding  the  title. 

Mr.  Donohoe  came  to  the  West  in  1 844,  and  set- 
tled first  in  Kendall  County,  where  he  farmed  and 
broke  prairie  and  also  followed  threshing.  In 
1850  he  crossed  the  plains  with  a  team  to  Califor- 
nia in  search  of  a  fortune  in  the  gold  mines,  and 
experienced  a  hard  journey,  almost  dying  on  the 
way,  but  as  he  neared  the  El  Dorado  his  health  im- 
proved, and  when  he  entered  the  mines  at  Placer- 
ville  he  was  robust  and  hearty.  He  engaged  in 
mining  at  Placerville,  Gold  Hill,  Cold  Spring  and 
Cedarville,  where  most  of  his  time  was  spent.  A 
nephew  joined  him  there  who  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising, but  soon  died.  After  his  death  Mr.  Dono- 
hoe was  obliged  to  take  charge  of  his  affairs  and 
close  the  business  out.  He  then  joined  a  prospect- 
ing party  and  was  fairly  successful,  but  in  1858  he 
returned  to  Leeeburg,  Va.,  where  he  remained  dur- 
ing the  winter.  In  the  following  spring  he  came 
to  Illinois  to  visit  a  brother  and  sister  who  had  set- 
tled here,  and  led  a  pleasant  life  free  from  business 
cares  for  a  couple  of  years. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  ISGO,  Mr.  Donohoe  was 
married  to  Pleasant  Furr,  daughter  of  Newton  and 
Pleasant  (Matthews)  Furr,  natives  of  Virginia,  who 
migrated  to  Illinois  in  1853.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Donohoe  began  farming  on  rented  land  in  La- 
Salle  County,  above  Ottawa,  where  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  and  then  came  to  Livingston 
Countj'  and  bought  160  acres  of  wild  land,  on 
which   he  settled  and  began  to  improve  the  farm 
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He  has  lived  on  this  farm  ever  since,  and  has  put 
it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  erected  good 
buildings,  substantial  fences,  and  planted  shade, 
fruit  and  ornamental  trees.  To  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Don- 
olioe  have  been  born  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living — .Samuel,  Margaret,  Mar^',  Emma, 
Arthur,  Virginia  and  Lillie;  one  died  in  infancy. 
Marv  married  George  Camp  and  lives  in  Ksnien 
Township. 

Mr.  Donohoe  has  never  sought  otiice  nor  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party.  The  only  otTice  he  has  ever 
held  was  that  of  School  Director.  He  is  exten- 
sively engaged  in  raising  fine  Norman  horses  and 
good  graded  cattle.  He  is  a  man  who  enjo3's  the 
highest  respect  of  all  the  citizens  of  his  township, 
and  is  a  modest  and  unobtrusive  old  gentleman  of 
whom  no  one  can  saj-  an  unkind  word,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  that  we  jn-esent  his  portrait  in  this 
Album. 


'  OHN  REILLY,  an  extensive  grain  buj'er, 
j  with  headquarters  at  Blackstone,  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Cayuga  Village,  where  he  located  in 
1S73.  He  established  his  present  business 
in  the  spring  of  1  886,  and  takes  the  train  to  Black- 
stone  every  Monday  morning,  returning  to  his  home 
.Saturdaj'  night.  He  bears  the  reputation  of  an  en- 
ergetic, active  man  and  one  of  the  valued  factors 
in  the  business  comniunit3\  He  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  early  in  life  and  has  accumulated 
a  handsome  propert}',  solely  by  tlie  exercise  of  his 
own  industry. 

Our  sul)ject  was  born  in  County  Cavan,  Ireland. 
Aug.  1.5,  184.5.  His  father  Michael,  his  grandfather 
Bernard,  and  liimself,  were  born  on  the  same  f;irm, 
which  remained  in  possession  of  the  family  for  sev- 
eral generations.  There  the  grandfather  died  iiliuiit 
1840,  and  tiiere  the  father  w.as  reared  to  agricultui;il 
pursuits,  in  which  he  was  occupied  his  entire  life, 
and  folded  his  hands  for  his  final  rest  in  tlie  sjjring 
of  18.5.5,  under  the  same  roof  where  his  fathei-  be- 
fore him  had  passed  from  life.  His  wife,  tiic  motjier 
of  our  subject,  is  still  living  on  tiic  old  lionicstead, 


being  now  ninety-four  years  of  .age.  She  w.as  for- 
merly Miss  Margaret  Lynch,  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  hei'  husband,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Patrick  L\'nch,  also  of  Irish  birth  and  parentage, 
and  a  native  of  the  same  locality. 

.Tohii  Roilly  was  the  seventh  of  nine  children 
born  to  his  i)arents,  who  were  people  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence  and  gave  to  their  children  the 
best  educational  advantages  in  their  power.  John, 
in  common  with  his  brother  and  sisters,  was  sent  to 
school  at  an  early  age,  but  the  plans  which  his 
mother  had  laid  for  him  were  sadly  broken  in  upon 
bj'  the  death  of  the  father,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  a  lad  of  but  nine  3'ears  old.  He  remained  with 
his  mother  until  sixteen,  and  then  desirous  of  some- 
thing better  than  the  prospect  held  out  to  him  upon 
his  native  soil,  boarded  a  sailing-vessel  bound  for 
the  United  States.  He  stopped  first  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  where  he  found  empk)3'ment  at  Sprague's 
Point,  R.  I.  Eighteen  months  later  he  migrated  to 
Uxbridge,  Mass.,  and  for  six  months  thereafter 
occupied  himself  in  a  woolen  factory^.  His  intelli- 
gence and  industry  gained  him  the  approval  of  his 
employer,  and  he  was  promoted  to  assistant  fore- 
man in  the  fiuisliing  room.  He  remained  in  New 
England  until  the  spring  of  1868. 

Blr.  Reilly  now  determined  upon  a  change  of  lo- 
cation and  occupation,  and  starting  for  the  West, 
came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Odell  Township, 
where  for  the  year  succeeding  he  was  engaged  as  a 
farm  laborer.  He  then  became  interested  in  grain 
dealing,  and  for  eight  vears  was  in  the  employ  of 
C.  N.  Coc.  Subsequently  he  became  associated 
with  L.  E.  Kent  until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  es- 
tablished in  business  for  himself  in  connection  with 
his  former  employer,  Mr.  C.  N.  Coe. 

While  a  resident  of  Cayuga  Mr.  Reilly  was  mar- 
ried, Maj'  15,  1873,  to  Miss  Mar^'  Flanigan,  who 
was  born  in  County  Louth,  Ireland,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  Flanigan,  also  na- 
tives of  that  county,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  when 
their  daughter  Mary  was  a  child  three  years  of  age. 
They  located  in  New  York  State,  and  were  resi- 
dents of  Warren  County  until  the  spring  of  1871, 
when  they  came  to  this  county  and  located  in  Pon- 
tiac,  where  they  now  reside.  Of  this  union  there 
are  six  children,  viz. :  lOminet,  who  was  Ijorn  March   ♦ 
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1,  1874;  Rose,  June  11,  1875;  Bernard,  Jlay  2, 
1877;  Maggie,  June  11,  1880;  Ella,  Aug.  6,  1883. 
and  Sadie,  May  15,  1885. 

Our  subject  and  his  familj-  oecupj'  a  neat  resi- 
dence on  Howard  street  in  Cayuga,  and  enjoy  the 
friendship  and  society  of  its  most  worth^^  and  cul- 
tivated people.  Among  the  portraits  given  in  this 
volume  of  representative  citizens  of  the  county, 
may  be  found  that  of  Mr.  Reilly,  on  an  ftccom- 
panying  page. 


^^USTAYUS  KOEHLER.  This  gentleman 
ml  f—-.  owns  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  divis- 
^^Jj  ion  numbered  35,  Chats  worth  Township, 
where  for  the  past  twenty-one  years  he  has  been 
industriously  tilling  the  soil  and  illustrating  the 
persistence  of  the  German  nationalitj'.  which  has 
contributed  so  largely  toward  developing  the  re- 
sources of  Central  Illinois.  His  residence  in  this 
county  dates  from  1867,  when  he  purchased  the 
land  which  constitutes  his  present  homestead  and 
which  was  then  in  an  uncultivated  state.  He  had 
then  a  cash  capital  of  $30,  and  a  team  of  horses. 
His  possessions  now  include  280  acres  of  valuable 
land,  supplied  with  suitable  farm  buildings,  a  fine 
assortment  of  live  stock,  and  a  snug  sum  of  money 
stored  away  for  a  rainy  day.  The  most  that  he  has 
asked  of  his  fellowmen  was,  employment  bj'  which 
he  could  olitain  a  sustenance,  and  now  he  de- 
serves and  enjoys  the  universal  respect  of  his 
neighbors. 

Mr.  Koehler  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Saxony, 
Oct.  20,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Louisa  (Koehler)  Koehler,  the  former  of  whom  died 
in  the  Fatherland  while  middle-aged,  while  the  lat- 
ter immigrated  with  her  four  children  to  the  United 
States.  Of  these  children,  two  are  now  deceased, 
namely,  a  daughter  named  Hannah  who  died  in 
1850,  and  a  son,  Charles,  who  died  in  1871.  Adol- 
phus  is  a  resident  of  this  township. 

The  Koehler  family  after  landing  in  New  York 
City  straightway  proceeded  westward  and  took  up 
their  abode  near  Mendota  in  LaSalle  County. 
There  the  boys  rented  a  tract  of  land  and  looked 


after  the  mother  until  she  no  more  required  their 
filial  care,  as  she  was  again  married,  to  Charles  Faust. 
Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  which  he 
abandoned,  however,  for  a  time  after  reaching  his 
majority,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  LTnited 
States  Government  in  the  construction  of  bridges 
during  the  late  war.  His  duties  lay  along  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  and  he  had  onlj^  been  out  forty  days 
when  he  was  taken  ill  and  compelled  to  return 
home.  Upon  his  recovery  he  resumed  farming 
operations  in  LaSalle  County  until  1867,  when  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  and  made  his  first  pur- 
chase as  we  have  stated. 

Mr.  Koehler  was  first  married  in  the  spring  of 
1867,  while  a  resident  of  Mendota,  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Wendel,  a  native  of  Bureau  County,  this  State. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  Ed- 
ward, Amanda  and  Kate,  and  then  the  mother 
closed  her  ej'es  upon  earthly  scenes,  on  the  26th  of 
May,  1876.  In  February  following  Mr.  Koehler 
was  the  second  time  married,  his  present  wife  hav- 
ing been  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Sophia  Koestner.  Mrs.  Anna  Koehler  was  boi'u  in 
Marshall  County,  111.,  and  of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  are  five  children,  namely:  Rose, 
George,  Albert,  Phillip  and  John. 

Mr.  K.  was  well  educated  in  his  native  country, 
and  since  coming  to  America  has  improved  his  op- 
portunities for  acquiring  useful  information,  and 
taken  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  peo- 
ple around  him.  He  believes  in  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  schools,  having  been  reared  in 
the  land  of  compulsory  education,  and  has  served 
as  District  Director  for  many  years.  Politically  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  partj%  and  sociallj'  is 
a  member  of  Chatsworth  Lodge  No.  539,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. 

John  G.  Koehler,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  who  was  of  pure  German  ancestrj',  was 
a  soldier  under  the  first  Napoleon  for  a  period  of 
ten  j'ears.  He  was  one  of  the  few  siu'vivors  of  the 
memorable  siege  of  Moscow,  and  suffered  in  com- 
mon with  his  fellows  the  terrors  and  hardships  of 
that  fearful  campaign,  wliile  he  afterward  partici- 
pated in  the  re-captnre  of  Paris  under  the  command 
of  Marshal  Ney.  He  immigrated  to  the  LTnited 
States  in  1840,  and  true  to  the  military  instincts 
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uhieli  seem  to  have  lieeu  burn  in  him.  enten-d  the 
field  at  the  first  uinxntunity  on  American  soil  and 
served  in  the  Mexican  War  under  Gen.  Ta^ylor.  He 
spent  his  last  days  in  LaSalle  County,  this  State, 
and  died  at  the  advanced  aae  of  ninety  years. 


sm  LBERT  CORDING,  a  prominent  hardware 
(©yLlI!     merchant  of  Sannemin,  is  a  native  of  Som- 

J/Ji  ersetshire,  England,  where  he  was  born  on 
0/  the  24th  of   June,  1843.     He  is  the  son  of 

Edward  and  Mellonj-  Cording,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  England.  He  is  the  sixth  and  youngest 
son  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  coun- 
tr}-,  where  he  was  engageil  in  work  upon  the 
farm,  in  the  meantime  securing  a  good  English 
education.  His  iinmigTation  to  America  occurred  in 
the  fall  of  1872,  coming  from  Liverpool  to  New 
York  City  on  a  steamship,  only  nine  d.aj's  being  re- 
quired to  make  the  voyage.  Immediately  upon 
his  arrival  he  came  West  and  located  in  Chicago, 
where  he  secured  the  position  of  book-keeper  and 
traveling  salesman  with  Roe  Brothers,  wholesale 
grocery  dealers  of  that  city,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  one  and  one-half  years.  Afterward  he  was 
employed  for  six  months  as  book-keeper  with 
George  Ross  k  Co.,  also  wholesale  grocery  dealers. 
of  Chicago. 

In  January,  187G,  Mr.  Cording  came  to  Living- 
ston County,  and  settled  at  a  hamlet  formerly 
known  as  Norman,  eight  miles  southeast  of  Fair- 
bury,  wliere  he  conducted  a  genei'al  merchandise 
business  and  also  bought  and  sold  grain.  Here  be 
was  thus  engaged  until  1880,  when  he  caiiie  to 
.Saunemin,  and  at  first  engaged  in  the  hardware 
and  grocery  trade  with  N.  G.  Bennett,  under  the 
fimi  name  of  Coi'ding  k  Bennett.  This  copartner- 
.-hip  existed  until  he  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness. His  annual  sales  now  amount  to  between 
*10,000  and  ^1 2,000.  He  carries  a  gcner.il  stock  of 
stoves,  hardware,  tinware,  ;ind  :dl  the  lines  kindred 
to  the  hardware  business,  ills  biisiness  iiouse  is 
22x80  feet,  substantially  bnilt  of  brick  and  one 
storj'  high. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  187.0,  .Mr.  Cording  was  mar- 
ried  to   Ida  J.  .Seatfjn,   daughter  of  (ieorge    .-uid 


Florinda  Seatou,  of  Strawn,  111.,  who  were  pioneers 
in  that  section  of  Livingston  County.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Cording,  their 
names  being  George  E.,  who  was  born  Dec.  7, 
1876,  and  William  A.,  July  28,  1878.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cording  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  of  which  Sunday-school  Mr.  Cording  is 
now  serving  as  Superintendent.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  for  several  years  before  the  in- 
coming of  the  Cleveland  administration,  served  in 
the  capacity  of  Postmaster  at  Saunemin.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  his  membership 
being  in  the  Sullivan  Centre  Lodge  No.  738,  at 
Saunemin,  of  which  lodge  he  is  at  present  the  S. 
W.  Mr.  Cording  takes  a  lively  interest  in  public 
affairs,  particularly  in  relation  to  such  matters  as 
will  benefit  the  town  and  township  of  his  residence. 


JOHN  FARR,  located  since  the  spring  of 
1887  on  the  southwestern  quarter  of  section 
1(1,  in  Saunemin  Township,  is  the  son  of  one 
^_^  of  the  honored  pioneers  of  this  county,  who 
came  and  took  up  an  undeveloped  tract  of  land, 
where  he  built  up  a  comfortalile  homestead  and 
established  himself  as  a  jiermanent  resident.  His 
parents,  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Bescoby)  Farr,  were  na- 
tives of  England  and  immigi'ated  to  America  about 
1849.  They  lirst  t(H)k  up  their  abode  in  Madison 
Comity,  N.  Y.,  wiierc  our  subject  was  born  Jan. 
26,  1852,  and  twelve  years  later  came  to  this 
county,  locating  in  Nebra.ska  Township,  where  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the  mother  pass- 
ing away  on  the  2d  of  iMarch,  18G'J,  and  the  father 
on  the  2oth  of  the  same  month,  ten  years  later. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  seven 
children,  of  whom  four  are  living,  namelj':  Jacob, 
a  farmer  of  Nebraska  Township;  Mary  A.,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Richardson,  of  Long  Point  Township; 
Jiihn,  of  our  sketch,  and  Ilattie,  the  wife  of  Alfred 
Moulds,  of  Long  Point  Township.  The  father 
upon  reaching  Nebraska  Township  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  railroad  land,  upon  which  probablj'  not  a 
furrow  hiid  been  tiu'iied.  He  and  his  excellent 
wife  labored  industriously  to  buihl  up  a  homestead, 
.■ni<l  enduied  the  hardshi|)s  and   privations  incident 
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to  a  new  settlement.  The  people  of  this  section 
were  not  long  in  discovering  that  .Joseph  Farr  was 
a  valuecl  accession  to  their  numbers,  and  he  became 
widely  and  favorabl3'  known  as  a  liberal-minded 
and  public-spirited  citizen,  willing'  to  contribute  as 
far  as  possible  of  his  time  and  means  to  build  up 
the  community  and  aid  in  the  progress  of  its  peo- 
ple. He  was  finall3'  visited  with  a  severe  affliction 
in  the  loss  of  his  eyesight,  and  for  two  years  before 
his  death  could  scarcely  recognize  his  friends. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  being  among  the  first  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  society  in  Nebraska  Township. 
There  the  father  served  as  Deacon  and  was  one  of 
the  most  cheerful  and  liberal  supporters  of  the 
society'.  In  his  death  Nebraska  Township  lost  one 
of  its  most  worthy  men  and  upright  citizens. 

.Tohn  Farr  developed  into  manhood  in  Nebraska 
Township  and  received  the  advantages  of  the  com- 
mon schools.  Under  the  instruction  of  his  father 
he  became  well  versed  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
has  been  pleased  to  give  his  continued  attention  to 
the  various  employments  of  farm  life,  rightly  es- 
teeming it  a  worthy  ambition  to  excel  in  this  most 
important  of  the  industries.  He  remained  under 
the  parental  roof  until  his  twentj'-fourth  birthday, 
on  which  day  he  was  married,  Jan.  26,  1876,  to 
Miss  Mary  N.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Louisiana  (Mc- 
Quaid)  Moulds,  natives  of  England  and  Kentucky 
respectively,  and  now  residents  of  Nebraska  Town- 
ship, this  county..  Mrs.  Farr  was  born  in  Marshall 
County,  April  9,  1858,  and  remained  at  home  with 
her  parents  until  her  marriage.  Her  parents  came 
to  Livingston  County  about  186G  from  Marshall 
Count}',  which  had  been  their  home  since  a  short 
time  after  their  marriage.  Their  family  included 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  namelj^:  Mary 
N.,  Harvey,  John,  Ann  and  Leroj'. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farr  after  their  marriage  settled  in 
Nebraska  Township,  where  they  remained  until 
taking  possession  of  their  present  farm.  INIr.  Farr 
received  at  the  start  $500  from  his  father's  estate, 
and  from  this  moderate  capital  has  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating a  comfortable  property',  having  been 
wise  in  his  investments  and  never  backward  about 
putting  his  shoulder  to  tiie  .wheel  and  laboring  in- 
T     dustriously  in  the  cultivation    of    his    land.     The 


farm  buildings  are  neat  and  substantial  and  all  the 
surroundings  in  keeping  with  the  taste  and  means 
of  the  proprietor.  Mr.  Farr,  politically,  votes  the 
straight  Republican  ticket,  and  with  his  amiable 
and  excellent  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Deacon  for  sev- 
eral years. 

Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farr 
the  record  is  as  follows :  Joseph  E.  was  born  Nov. 
30,  1876,  and  died  April  17,  1877;  Elsie  was  born 
Jan.  7,  187i»;  Anna  E.,  Feb.  1  (J,  1 881  ;  Alvin  I., 
Oct.  21,  1882;  Charles  E.,  Jan.  5,  1885,  and  Will- 
ard,  June  5,  1886.  They  form  a  bright  and  inter- 
esting group,  the  older  ones  just  taking  their  first 
lesson  in  the  district  school,  and  the  j'ounger  still 
remaining   under  the  watchful  eye  of  their  mother. 


E^  MANUEL  D.  FAUBER  is  one  of  the  ster- 
j]  ling  j'oung  farmers  of  Saunemin  Township, 
^  where  he  has  156  acres  of  land,  located  on 
section  33,  which  he  purchased  and  paid  for  with 
money  secured  through  his  own  efforts  and  good 
management.  He  began  his  career  in  life  without 
capital  other  than  willing  hands,  and  has  succeeded 
much  beyond  the  usual  measure  with  men  at  his 
age.  He  is  a  native  of  Augusta  County,  Va.,  and 
was  born  on  the  7th  of  March,  1852. 

Mr.  Fauber  is  the  son  of  David  T.  and  Ann 
(Kindig)  Fauber,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Virginia,  and  migrated  to  Illinois  in  the  year 
1855,  settling  in  Woodford  County,  where  they 
were  among  the  first  settlers,  and  where  they  have 
continuously  resided  to  the  present  time.  They 
are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing named  are  still  living,  and  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Samuel  H.  was  born  May  30,  1850;  Emanuel 

D.  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch :  Barbara  E.  married 

E.  M.  Cox,  of  AVoodford  County;  Mary  C.  married 
S.  M.  Bullington,  of  this  township;  Virginia  M.  is 
the  wife  of  John  Hippard;  Eliza  A.,  Minnie  L.  and 
James  W.  reside  at  home.  The  father  has  served 
as  Supervisor  of  Roanoke  Township,  Woodford 
County,  for  a  number  of  years,  and  has  also  served 
as  Township  Road  Commissioner,   and    Township 
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Treasurer  for  many  years.  He  is  at  the  present 
time  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office 
he  has  held  for  ruau}"  yeai-s.  He  is  widely  and 
favorably  known  in  Woodford  County,  where  he  is 
a  representative  pioneer  citizen.  He  is  a  leading 
member  in  the  Christian  Church,  to  which  he  con- 
tiibutes  liberally  of  his  time  and  means.  He  began 
life  in  the  "West  without  capital,  and  his  holdings  of 
to-day  are  ample  evidence  of  his  being  a  successful, 
self-made  man. 

Emanuel  D.  Fauber,  our  subject,  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  Woodford  County,  where  he  learned 
the  rudiments  of  farming,  and  received  a  fair  com- 
mon-school education.  On  the  2d  of  August,  1877, 
he  was  man-ied  to  Margaret  Smith,  a  native  of 
New  York  State,  who  was  born  in  1850,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Catherine  (Slater)  Smith. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fauber  has  been  born  one  child, 
named  Annie  L.,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  8th 
of  March,  1881.  About  two  3'ears  after  marriage 
our  subject  came  to  Livingston  Count}',  and  settled 
in  Saunemin  Township,  where  he  has  since  resided 
in  his  pleasant  home. 

During  his  residence  in  Wootlford  County,  Mr. 
Fauber  served  one  year  as  Deputy  Sheriff,  in  which 
capacity  he  acquitted  himself  creditably.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat,  and  since  becoming  a  voter 
has  given  that  party  a  cordial  support.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which 
they  take  an  active  part.  They  both  participate  in 
the  society'  events  of  their  neighi)orhood,  and  arc 
alwa\-s  found  among  the  most  active  workers  in 
those  enterprises  which  furnish  entertainment  and 
recreation  for  themselves  and  neighbors. 


*<^i; 


^/OHN  K.  KNOX,  an  intelligent  and  progres- 
sive farmer,  lives  in  Emington,  but  his 
wife's  farm  of  160  acres,  given  to  herb}'  her 
father,  lies  on  section  24,  Union  Township. 
Mr.  Knox  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Isabella  (IVin- 
gle)  Knox,  and  was  born  in  Australia,  March  2, 
1 8.54.  His  father's  birthplace  was  on  a  farm  called 
Brotherstoue,  on  the  bunks  of  the  River  Tweed,  in 


#) 


view  of  Drj'burgh  Abbey,  the  resting-place  of  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  and  in  sight  of  Melrose  Abbey,  Scot- 
land. He  was  born  Feb.  6,  1819,  and  while  still  a 
30ung  man  immigrated  to  Canada  in  1  842,  where  he 
was  for  a  time  engaged  in  farming  and  working  at 
tlie  trade  of  cabinet-maker.  On  the  2d  of  May, 
18ol,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Isabella 
Fringle,  who  was  born  Dec.  25,  1830,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Alexander  Pringle.  Her  parents  lived 
formerly  in  the  same  part  of  Scotland  as  Mr.  Knox. 

In  1853  the  parents  of  our  subject  moved  to 
Australia,  where  the  father  engaged  for  some  years 
in  gold  mining,  at  which  he  prospered.  Not  being 
satisfied  with  that  country,  however,  as  a  permanent 
home,  he  went  back  to  Canada,  in  1857,  and  em- 
ployed his  capital  in  the  business  of  merchandising, 
in  which  undertaking  he  was  less  fortunate,  losing 
heavily.  He  then  purchased  about  130  acres  of 
land  and  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture.  In 
the  meantime,  having  heard  of  the  excellent  oppor- 
tunities for  husbandrj'  afforded  by  the  fertile 
prairies  of  the  West,  he,  in  1 805,  removed  with  his 
family  tt)  Livingston  Count}',  111.,  where  he  bought 
laud  four  miles  south  of  Dwight,  and  two  or  three 
years  afterward  he  sold  his  land  in  Canada.  About 
1 880  he  moved  to  Streator,  111.,  and  resumed  his 
trade  of  cabinet-making,  while  three  years  later  he 
began  dealing  in  furniture,  in  which  business  he  is 
still  engaged.  On  the  2d  of  May,  1875.  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth  aniversary 
of  their  marriage.  The  occasion  was  one  of  rare 
pleasure  to  themselves  and  the  many  friends  and 
relatives  who  filled  the  house  to  overflowing. 

Our  subject  remained  in  his  father's  familj- 
until  he  was  .ibout  twenty-one  years  of  age,  re- 
ceiving a  common-school  education,  and  then  set 
out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  began 
farming  for  himself  on  rented  ground,  and  suc- 
ceeded so  well  that  a  couple  of  years  later  he 
felt  able  to  support  a  wife,  and  take  upon  himself 
the  responsibilities  of  married  life.  Accordingly, 
on  the  22d  of  Januar}',  1877,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Eva  Belle  Edgcomb,  daughter  of 
William  and  Eunice  (.Spalding)  Edgcomb,  of  La- 
Salle  County,  111.,  where  she  was  born  Aug.  22, 
1855,  and  was  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  three. 
One  year  after  this  impoitant  event  in  his  life  Mr. 
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Knox  moved  upon  his  wife's  farm,  where  he  resided 
until  1884,  when  he  removed  to  his  town  residence. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living,  namelj':  G113-  AV.,  who  was  born  Oct. 
■26,  1877;  Earle  C,  Aug.  13,  1879,  .and  John  I., 
March  21,  1882.  Mrs.  Knox's  father  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  August,  1833,  and  the  mother  in 
New  York,  in  Septeniljer,  1 836 ;  they  were  married 
in  Ottawa,  111.,  in  1852.  The  mother  died  in  1861, 
and  the  father  w.as  married  the  second  time,  to 
Margaret  Emery,  by  whom  he  has  seven  boys. 

Onr  subject  and  wife  are  still  young  people,  but 
are  among  the  most  active  and  enterprising  mem- 
bers of  the  community  in  which  they  live,  taking 
an  earnest  ])art  in  every  movement  that  tends  to 
the  elevation  of  society'  and  the  improvement  of 
their  fellows.  They  are  endeavoring  to  give  their 
children  a  good  substantial  education,  and  to  fit 
them  in  every  wa}'  for  the  manifold  duties  of  life. 
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>)HOMAS'  G.  McDowell,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  is  now  a  citizen  of  tiie  town  of  Fairbury.  He 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  February,  1806,  in  Scioto 
Count}-,  Ohio,  and  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
obtaining  his  education  in  log  school-houses,  the 
only  kind  of  educational  edifices  the  country  af- 
forded in  those  days.  His  parents  were  James  and 
Sarah  (Gorrel)  McDowell.  James  was  a  native  of 
Scotland,  and  came  to  America  ^yith  his  parents 
when  a  child.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  his  parents  located  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  James  was  married  to  Sarah  Gorrel  in  the 
year  1789,  after  five  or  six  j'ears'  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  "War.  About  1795  the  father  went 
to  Kentucky  with  the  veritable  Simon  Kenton, 
which  was  the  first  visit  that  famous  frontiersman 
made  to  Kentucky.  He  and  Kenton  pre-empted  a 
large  tract  of  land,  which  was  called  Mason,  and 
afterward  Woodford  County.  The  father  moved 
from  Kentucky  to  Ohio  in  1804,  and  located  in 
Scioto  County,  where  he  entered  land  and  cleared 


a  large  farm,  and  remained  until  his  death.  The 
father  was  born  in  1742  and  died  in  1809.  They 
had  a  familj^  of  nine  children,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  youngest  and  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor. The  names  of  the  children  were  as  follows: 
Mary  married  Thomas  Phillips;  William  married 
Sarah  Dever;  Betsey  was  unmarried;  John  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Price;  James  married  Sophia  Hall; 
Woodford  G.  married  Catherine  Bennett;  Martha 
married  Henr}-  C'rull;  Hiram  married  Elizabeth 
Sawders. 

Thomas  McDowell  was  married,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1835,  to  Elizabeth  C.  Keeney,  who  was 
born  in  Virginia  in  1807,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Moses  and  Frances  (Harris)  Keeney,  both  na- 
tives of  Virginia,  and  life-long  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  Mr.  McDowell  concluded  to  depend  upon 
his  own  resources  for  a  living,  and  he  made  a  visit 
to  the  Kanawha  Salt  Works  in  West  Virginia,  where 
he  secured  employment  at  making  salt  and  worked 
from  1824  to  1836  at  that  place.  On  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1836,  he  loaded  all  his  worldlj'  goods  into 
a  three-horse  wagon,  and  with  his  wife  started 
for  the  West.  They  stopped  in  Montgomery 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  had  purchased  laud  some 
years  previous  to  that  time,  and  moved  into  a 
hewed  log  house  16x18  feet  in  dimensions,  which 
he  had  erected  the  winter  before.  His  land  proved 
to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  very  productive,  and 
he  remained  on  this  farm  of  120  acres  until  1848, 
and  then  sold  out  and  started  farther  west.  Ar- 
riving in  Livingston  County  he  purchased  120 
acres  of  school  and  State  lands,  on  which  he  built 
a  house  and  then  began  farming.  This  farm  was 
one  mile  from  timber,  and  was  thought  to  be  al- 
most out  of  the  world.  In  1867  he  sold  his  lands 
and  moved  into  Fairbury,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, living  in  one  of  the  pleasant  residences  of 
the  town,  which  he  has  surrounded  with  many  com- 
forts. 

Mr.  McDowell's  family  consists  of  seven  chil- 
dren: Ann  Eliza,  living  with  her  parents;  Franklin 
C.  married  Laura  Morgan;  Moses  K.  married  Miss 
Morgan;  Sarah  F.  married  M.  J.  Zook;  Mary  B. 
married  William  Morgan;  Jlartha  E.  married 
Thomas  Brownlee,  and  Carrie   E.    married    James 
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Hanrh".  Since  1836  Mr.  ^IcDowell  and  his  familj' 
have  been  members  of  thi'  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  during  that  long  period  he  and  his 
wife  have  been  regular  in  their  attendance  and  sin- 
cere in  their  profession.  Mr.  McDowell  has  al- 
ways been  a  straight  out  Republican,  and  his  de- 
votion and  loyalty  to  the  part3-  have  never  dimin- 
ished the  least  since  the  day  he  joined  it  in  1856. 


C.  GOODRICH.  Among  those  who  came 
to  Illinois  half  a  century  ago  and  suc- 
ceeded in  life  through  their  own  energy 
and  industry-,  is  the  above-named  gentle- 
man, who  is  yet  living  to  tell  of  the  trials  encoun- 
tered during  tlie  early  settlement  of  the  country. 
He  resides  on  section  21,  Sauncmin  Township, 
where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
all  of  Avhich  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Goodrich  was  born  on  the  2.5th  of  March, 
1839,  in  .Smj-rna,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the 
sou  of  Gardner  C.  and  Nancy  (Fravor)  Goodrich, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  the  East,  but  at  pres- 
ent reside  in  Saunemin,  this  county.  To  them 
were  born  Ave  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Amanda,  the  wife  of  Rev.  T.  W.  Royal,  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  Americus,  Lj'on 
Co.,  Kan.;  AYilliam,  of  Kankakee,  111.;  Melissa, 
widow  of  the  late  Daniel  >S.  Ross,  of  Normal,  111.; 
Hubbard,  of  Albanj',  N.  Y.,  and  D.  C. 

Our  subject  when  quite  a  small  boj',  with  his  par- 
ents and  other  members  of  the  family,  came  from 
New  York  to  Grundy  County,  111.,  where  they  made 
their  home  for  about  twenty  j'ears.  In  1864  his 
parents  removed  from  Grundy  County  to  this 
county,  where  the^^  settled  on  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  adjoining  the  land  on  which  our  subject  now 
re.sides,  and  they  remained  there  until  1883,  when 
they  retired  from  farm  work  and  removed  to  the 
town  of  .Saiuiemin.  Here  they  are  proposing  to 
spend  their  declining  j'ears  in  as  much  ease  and 
comfort  as  possible,  and  enjoy  tiie  fruits  of  a  long 
life  spent  in  usefulness  and  well-doing.  They  are 
surrounded  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  rela- 
tives, all  of  whom  are  zealous  in  their  efforts  to 
make  their  pathway  down  the  decline  of  the  hill  as 
4» 


smooth  and  pleasant  as  possible.  The_y  are  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  earnest  and  sincere  in  their  profession  and  prac- 
tice of  Christianity,  and  have  always  been  liberal 
supporters  of  the  Gospel.  The  father  is  now  in  his 
eighty-eighth  .year,  and  the  mother  in  her  eighty- 
sixth.  With  the  exception  of  losing  his  sight  he 
is  still  in  good  health. 

From  his  earliest  boyhood  our  subject  has  lived 
\ipon  the  farm,  and  been  engaged  in  farm  work. 
He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Grund}'  County.  On  the  20th  of  February, 
1879,  Mr.  Goodrich  was  married  to  Annie  R. 
Routh,  a  native  of  Indiana,  who  was  born  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1854,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Eliza  (Love)  Routh.  Two  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  viz. :  Harvey  II.  G.,  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1880,  and  Sylvia  M.,  on  the  loth  of  May, 
1886.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  a:e  members  of  the 
Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  take  an  active 
and  influential  part  in  the  society  movements  of 
their  neig'hl)ors.  Mr.  Goodrich  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, having  voted  with  that  party  ever  since  he 
attained  his  majority.  He  has  never  held  office, 
and  has  never  desired  to,  being  of  that  disposition 
wliich  has  induced  him  to  give  his  undivided  at- 
tention to  his  individual  business.  He  is  known 
liy  the  citizens  of  the  township  as  a  man  who  is 
liighly  respected  for  his  sterling  worth  and  integrit}-. 

-i --?!^-:^^-<«i<f-<' * 

^OIIN  H.  FELLOWS,  an  active,  energetic 
and  enterprising  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
sides on  section  7,  Charlotte  Township.  He 
was  born  Nov.  25,  1856,  in  Will  County 
111.,  and  is  the  sou  of  John  W.  and  Martha  Marga- 
let  (Lansing)  F^ellows,  who  were  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Our  subject  is  the  fourth  in  a 
family  of  seven  children.  His  father  went  to  Mc- 
Lean County  to  live  when  our  subject  was  but  one 
year  old,  and  after  tvvo  years  came  to  Pleasant 
Ridge  Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  3'ears,  finally  settling  on  section  1 1, 
ill  tiiat  township,  whore  thej'  both  reside  at  present. 
Our  subject  was  roared  to  manhood  in  Living- 
ston County,  early  iu  life  evincing  an  interest    in 
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iigrienltural  pursuits,  and  has  always  been  engaged 
in  farming,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  owned  and  conducted  a  general 
store  at  the  village  of  Wing,  Livingston  County. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  he  sold  his  store  to  Lewis 
Holloway,  who  is  j'et  conducting  the  business. 
During  his  mercantile  career  at  Wing,  Mr.  Fellows 
gave  evidence  of  much  business  ability,  and  be- 
came very  popular  with  the  people  as  a  merchant. 
His  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  ficlioois, 
and  was  as  complete  as  the  facilities  at  that  time 
would  permit. 

On  the  27th  of  August,  IS.SI,  Mr.  Fellows  was 
married  to  Miss  Laura  Etta  Madden,  daughtei-  of 
James  and  Susan  (Hush)  Madden.  She  was  the 
fifth  child  in  a  family  of  ten  born  to  her  parents, 
and  was  born  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  Aug. 
25,  1863.  The  Madden  family  still  reside  in  Char- 
lotte Township,  while  the  children  all  live  near. 
Mrs.  Fellows'  brothers  and  sisters  are  named  as  fol- 
lovvs:  George  W.,  C'assius  M.,  James  C,  Stella  R. 
and  Carrie  L.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fellows  have  been 
born  two  children:  George  Woodford,  Jan.  15, 
1884,  and  Charles  Melvin,  March  9,  1880. 

Mr.  Fellows  does  not  devote  much  time  to  polit- 
ical matters,  but  votes  and  acts  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  at  present  serving  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  School  Director,  and  giving  excellent 
satisfaction.  Any  movement  inaugurated  for  the 
benefit  of  his  township  or  county  is  enthusiastic- 
ally espoused  by  Mr.  Fellows. 
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^REDERICK  N.  TRYON,  son  of  one  of  the 

early  settlers  of  LaSalle  County,  this  State, 
and  now  pleasantly  located  on  section  1 1 , 
Fayette  Township,  this  county,  started  out  for  him- 
self soon  after  reaching  his  majority',  and  for  five 
years  rented  land  near  the  homestead  of  his  father. 
He  met  with  success  in  his  efforts,  and  sought  for  his 
permanent  location  the  land  which  constitutes  his 
present  farm,  of  which  he  took  possession  in  the 
spring  of  1877.  He  has  120  acres  of  good  land 
under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  with  suitable  and 
convenient  farm  buildings,  of  which  a  view  is  shown 


on  another  page  of  this  Alhum.  His  domestic  re- 
lations are  of  the  pleasantest,  his  little  family  con- 
sisting of  his  wife  and  one  child,  a  son,  Frank,  who 
was  born  Dec.  30,  1877.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
reliable  members  of  the  Republican  party  in  Faj-- 
ctte  Township,  which  welcomed  him  to  its  commu- 
nity as  a  valued  accession  to  its  business  and  sucial 
circles. 

Our  suliject  was  born  Feb.  2,  1850,  at  Sag  Har- 
bor, Long  Island,  and  is  the  M)n  of  Frederick  and 
Mary  (Corastock)  Tryon,  natives  of  New  York 
State.  His  father  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper, 
which  he  followed  in  the  Empire  State  for  a  period 
of  probablj-  thirty  years,  and  then  coming  West  he 
purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land  near  the  city  of 
Ottawa,  LaSalle  County,  of  which  he  at  once  took 
possession  with  his  family.  The  household  included 
tiie  following-named  children  :  Maria,  Charles,  Fred 
N.,  Clark  Smith,  Clarence  E.  and  L.  C.  Maria  be- 
came the  wife  of  James  Ebersol,  who  is  carrying  on 
farming  near  Ottawa;  the  next,  a  son,  Charles,  is  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Fayette  Township;  Clark 
Smith  lives  in  LaSalle  County,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming;  Clarence  E.  is  an  insurance  agent  in  Ot- 
tawa, 111.;  L.  C.  is  a  farmer  and  resides  with  his 
parents. 

Upon  coming  to  Fa3-ette  Ti>wnshi|i  Mi-.  Tryon 
was  accompanied  by  his  brother,  who  joined  with' 
him  in  his  first  purchase  of  land.  They  afterward 
made  a  division  and  the  brother  is  now  living  on 
an  adjoining  farm.  Mr.  Tryon  was  married,  Feb. 
8,  1872,  to  Miss  Katie  Kiner,  who  was  born  in 
Perry  County,  Pa.,  April  19,  1853,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Aiabella  (Barrick)  Kiner, 
prosperous  farmers  residing  in  LaSalle  Count3',  111. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kiner  arc  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  LaSalle  County 
in  1853,  where  they  have  since  resided.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  at- 
tained to  mature  years.  Their  names  are  as  follows : 
Maggie;  Katie,  the  wife  of  our  subject:  Frank, 
Nelson.  Mary,  Ida,  Melvina,  Cora,  William  and 
Henry.     Maggie  and  Frank  are  deceased. 

Mrs.  Tryon  received  a  fair  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  remained   with   her  parents  until 
her  marriage  with  our  subject.     The  wedding  took 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  and  thej'  commenced 
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life  together  on  a  farm  in  LaSalle  County.  They  may 
ie;isonably  anticipate  a  future  comparatively  free 
from  the  cares  which  make  so  many  lives  a  Imnlen. 


/^,EORGE  BOMLANDEK.  Some  of  the  best 
'It  ^— ,  and  most  proficient  mechanics  of  this  conn- 
^^^Si  tr}',  as  well  as  some  of  the  most  aceomplishetl 
scientists,  were  born  abro.ad,  and  if  one  will  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  into  the  matter,  it  will  be 
found  that  very  nian3'  of  those  who  have  become 
eminent  bear  names  indicating  German  birth.  The 
name  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  wagon 
and  carriage  manufacturer  of  Pontiac,  is  indicative 
of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Germany  in  184'.t, 
and  is  the  son  of  Fred  and  Barbara  (Iviehm)  Boh- 
lander,  who  were  natives  of  the  same  country.  The 
father  was  overseer  on  a  large  tract  of  timber  and 
attended  to  the  sale  of  all  timber  taken,  keejung  a 
record  of  all  such  transactions.  His  famil3-  con- 
sisted of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living — 
George,  Ernest  and  Lizzie.  Ernest  is  a  clergyman 
of  the  Methodist  Episcoii.al  Church,  and  is  now  the 
pastor  of  a  church  at  Evansville,  Ind.  He  came  to 
America  in  18157. 

George  Bohlander  came  to  this  country  in  18G.5, 
settling  in  Butler  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked 
on  a  farm  for  several  years,  and  as  a  section  hand 
on  a  railroad  for  six  months.  He  remained  there 
until  the  4th  of  March,  1868,  and  then  came  to  Ot- 
Uiwa,  111.,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  j'ears  with  a  wagon-maker.  Alter  comiiletiiig 
his  trade  he  worked  as  a  jouriicyin.Tn  until  June. 
1877,  and  in  that  year  came  to  Pontiac,  commenc- 
ing in  business  for  himself  in  1878.  A  tine  wagon- 
shop  costing  ^1,600  was  built  on  Howard  street  in 
188.5.  In  addition  to  manufacturing  vehicles  him- 
self, he  has  kept  in  stock  ready-made  carriages  and 
buggies  of  St.  Louis  and  Chicago  manufacture.  A 
lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Bohlander's  carriage- works 
forms  a  valuable  adjunct  to  this  sketch,  and  we 
take  pleasure  in  presenting  it  on  an  accompanying 
page.  ' 

In  i87:j  -Mr.  Bohlander  was  married  to  Miss  An- 
nie Beer,  a  native  of  (iermany,  and  they  have  had 

>ne  child,  named   Erilz.     The  father  of  Mr.   Boh- 


lander died  in  1864,  and  the  mother  in  1885,  in 
Crermany.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran C'liurch.  Mr.  Bohlander  is  eminently  a  self- 
made  man  having  depended  almost  entirely  upon 
his  own  resources  both  in  boyhood  and  manhood, 
and  all  his  surroundings  indicate  that  he  has  fought 
the  battle  of  life  well.  He  is  a  highly  esteemed 
citizen,  progressive  in  his  notions,  affable  in  man- 
ner, and  sympathetic  in  nature.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  at  all  proper  times  devotes  his  energies 
lor  the  success  of  that  party. 

,,J  NDKEW  J.  PjVANS  is  one  of  the  active 
AJI|  and  enterprising  j^oung  men  wh(j  have  ma- 
Ijj  IS  terially  assisted  in  making  an  important  lo- 
cal business  center  of  Saunemin,  and  in  his 
enterprises  has  met  with  a  good  measure  of  success. 
He  is  a  general  dealer  in  all  kinds  of  agricultural 
i]nplements,  as  well  as  buggies,  wagons,  etc. 

Mr.  Evaus  is  a  native  of  Tennessee,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  28th  of  December,  1856.  He  is 
the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Matilda  Evans,  both  of 
whom  died  when  our  subject  was  about  four  and 
one-half  years  of  age.  The  father  died  first,  and 
the  mother  came  to  Marshall  Count}',  III.,  our  sub- 
ject accompanying  her,  and  there  resided  a  few 
years.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  Andrew  went 
to  Centralia,  III.,  where  he  lived  in  the  family  of 
(ieorgc  A.  Bliss  for  about  six  years,  when  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  began  the  battle  of  life  for  him- 
>clf.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  near  Centralia 
about  two  jears,  and  then  returned  to  Marshall 
(ouiity.  III.,  where  he  engaged  at  work  upon  the 
farm  for  three  j'ears.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he 
rented  a  farm  in  the  same  neighborhood,  which  he 
cultivated  successfully  for  the  nest  two  years. 

Oiilhe  I'Jth  of  January,  1881,  Mr.  Evans  was 
iii.-irricd.  in  Livingston  County,  to  Miss  Rachel  Nor- 
man, a  daughter  of  William  Norman,  of  Saunemin 
Township,  this  county.  They  have  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living — Eva  M.  and 
Jessie  H.  Mr.  Evans  first  came  to  Livingston 
County  in  the  spring  of  1878,  and  for  nine  years 
thereafter  cultivated  his  80-acre  farm,  one  mile 
south  of  Eylar,  living  alone  the  first  year,  and  at- 
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tending  to  the  household  as  well  as  the  farm  duties. 
Mr.  Evans  still  owns  the  farm,  on  which  he  has 
placed  first-class  improvements.  He  began  his  pres- 
ent business  in  .January.  11S87,  and  has  already  be- 
come convinced  that  in  this  line  he  will  be  as  suc- 
cessful as  he  heretofore  has  been  as  an  agriculturist. 
Having  been  reared  upon  a  farm  and  followed  that 
occupation  until  the  present  year,  he  is  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  needs  of  the  farmers,  and  can 
supply  them  with  just  such  implements  as  are  best 
adapted  to  that  section  of  the  country.  Mr.  Evans 
having  been  left  an  orphan  at  a  tender  age,  neces- 
sarily encountered  many  drawbacks  in  his  early 
career,  but  he  went  to  work  with  the  determination 
and  will  to  solve  the  problem  of  life,  and  he  has 
succeeded.  In  the  fullest  meaning  of  the  words  he 
is  a  self-made  man,  and  deserves  much  credit  for 
what  he  has  accomplished. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  are  both  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  take  part  in  all  the  society 
events  of  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Evans  has  satis- 
factorily served  in  the  capacity  of  School  Director, 
and  warmly  entered  into  the  work  with  a  will  to 
elevate  the  standard  of  education  and  add  to  the 
eflSciency  of  the  public  schools. 


\f/  AFAYETTE  TANNER,  a  prominent  farmer 
I  {@  ^^  D wight  Township,  located  on  section  IT), 
jlL^^  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston  Count}' 
for  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  not  only 
been  pecuniarily  successful,  but  has  made  an  en- 
viable place  for  himself  in  the  history  of  the  town- 
ship and  the  countj'.  He  is  of  French  and  English 
descent,  on  the  maternal  side  coming  from  the  fam- 
ily' of  Lamoreaux,  of  whom  Judge  Lamorenux,  of 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  is  a  descendant.  This  family  is  of 
French  Huguenot  stock,  and  still  retains  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  flight  from  France,  at  which  time  they 
left  so  hastily  that  all  their  property  was  left  be- 
hind. They  fled  from  their  homes  and  country  in 
order  to  escape  religious  persecution,  and  to  enjoj" 
the  rights  of  those  who  worship  God  after  the  dic- 
tates of  their  own  conscience.  The  Pilgrim  Fathers, 
Puritans,  Quakers  and  Menuonites  left  tiieir  homes 
for  the  same  reastm,  and  from  all  these  people  have 


descended  many  of  the  noblest  men  and   women  of 
this  country. 

Frederick  Tanner,  the  tatlier  of  our  subject,  was 
of  an  P^nglish  family,  who  were  pioneers  in  New 
York  State.  He  lived  in  Schaghticokc,  Rensselaer 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamoreaux,  of  Dutchess 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren— Elmore,  I-^lvira  C,  LaFayette,  Maria  A., 
George  W..  .Joseph  W.,  and  William — all  of  whom 
are  living,  excepting  Elmore  and  William.  These 
children  were  all  born  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
two  generations  had  lived  before  them.  The  father 
finally  moved  to  Rock  City,  Saratoga  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  followed  his  trade.  In  1847  he  moved  to 
I^aSalle  County,  111.,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Eden 
Township,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  and  where  he  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
erty, owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  a  valuable 
farm.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  an  ad- 
herent of  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

LaFayette  Tanner,  our  subject,  was  borr  on  the 
old  homestead  in  New  York,  on  the  26th  of  June, 
1 827.  He  learned  of  his  father  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, and  came  with  him  to  Illinois.  He  returned 
to  New  York,  and  on  the  23d  of  February,  1851, 
was  married  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Robbins,  of  Schuyl- 
ersville,  Saratoga  County.  She  was  born  on  the  iSth 
of  December,  1832,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Sarah  Robbins,  of  Pittstown,  N.  Y.  Her 
father  was  an  Englishman,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  a'3'oung  man.  His  correct  name  was  Rob- 
binson,  but  it  was  shortened  after  he  came  to  this 
country  by  his  friends  and  neighbors  dropping  the 
Last  two  letters  when  addressing  him.  He  was  a 
miller  b J'  trade,  and  died  in  184G,  at  the  age  of 
forty  years.  The  mother  was  a]i  Englisli  lady, 
whose  family  settled  in  Canada. 

Directly  after  marriage  Mr.  Tanner  took  his 
young  wife  to  LaSalle  County,  111.,  where  he  man- 
aged his  father's  farm  for  two  years.  He  then 
bought  a  farm  in  Putnam  County,  111.,  where  he 
lived  twelve  years,  and  where  his  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows,  were  born :  Jennie,  Fred,  La- 
Faj'ette  and  C4uy.  Jennie  married  William  Bunt- 
ing, a  farmer  of  D  wight  Township:  I'red  isafarmer 
at  Beatrice,  Neb.,  and  LaFayette  and  Guy  are  ut 
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home:  LaFavette  is  managing  his  father's  fanii.ainl 
Guy  operates  a  rented  farm.  In  i8G7  Jlr.  raiinev 
moved  with  bis  family  to  Livingston  Count}',  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  HU)  acres,  eligibly  situated  near 
D wight,  and  here,  in  a  beautiful  scetiim  of  the 
county,  the  children  have  been  reared,  and  received 
a  good  education  at  the  school  in  the  village  of 
Dwight.  Mr.  Tanner,  like  his  father  before  him,  is 
Democratic  in  politics,  and  during  his  residence 
in  the  .State  has  held  the  various  township  offices. 
Both  Jlr.  anil  ^Irs.  Tanner  are  per.sons  who  have 
lived  correct  lives,  and  have  been  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  theii'  duties  to  their  family. 
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E.  CARTER  is  the  editor  and  i)roprietor  of 
,  the  Fairbury  Blade,  a  weekly  paper  wliich 

^^^  is  Republican  in  politics  and  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  Fairbury  and  vicinity.  In  size  it  is  a 
seven-column  quarto,  and  in  appearance  is  typo- 
graphically neat.  The  publication  of  the  i)aper  was 
begun  in  1871  bj-  Diminick  Bros.,  under  the  title  of 
the  Fairbur}'  Independent.  The  Fairbury  Blade  was 
established  by  C.  B.  Holmes  in  1877.  J.  S.  Scibird  of 
Blooming-ton,  bought  both  these  papers,  consolidat- 
ing them  under  the  name  of  the  Independent  Blade. 
In  1884  Mr.  C.  F.  Carter  purchased  tiie  Independ- 
ent Blade  from  E.  A.  Scibird,  who  hadnsucceeded 
his  father  two  years  previously.  iMr.  Carter  dropped 
the  name  of  Independent  and  called  the  paper 
the  Blade.  In  Januar}',  1887,  the  Blade  and  the 
yeirs  were  consolidated,  and  the  name  of  the  Blade 
was  retained.  The  Neivx  was  owned  by  A.  I.  and 
C.  E.  Baker,  both  of  whom  were  for  awhile  con- 
nected with  the  Blade  office. 

C.  E.  Carter  was  born  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
son  of  Hiram  Carter,  now  deceased.  He  is  a  man 
of  excellent  newspaper  ability'  and  i)ractically  ex- 
perienced in  the  business.  As  a  writer  he  is  easy 
and  graceful,  and  in  the  expression  of  opinions  is 
fair  and  impartial,  lie  has  done  much  to  popular- 
ize his  i)aper  with  tiie  peoiile  of  Livingston  C'ounly. 
and  espeeiali}-  in  that  part  of  the  county  in  wliich 
Fairbury  is  located. 

The  Blade  has  reached  the  second  iaigest  circu- 
lation of  any  Livingston  County  newspaper,  and  is 


liio  largest  [laper  publiished  in  the  county;  it  is  pop- 
ular with  all  classes.  Its  corps  of  correspondents 
at  tiie  centers  of  population  in  the  county  are  se- 
lected with  reference  to  their  good  standing  and 
reliability.  Its  growth  has  been  phenomenal  in  news- 
paper history,  and  its  list  of  subscriljers  has  gradu- 
all3'  grown  larger  without  any  special  effort  in  that 
direction,  until  the  families  into  whose  homes  it 
goes  number  many  hundreds.  It  h.as  attained  its 
position  ill  tlie  newspaper  world  by  assiduously 
>hiittiiig  nut  all  objectionable  advertising,  or  read- 
ing matter  of  a  questionable  character,  and  taking 
liigh  moral  grounds  on  all  public  questions.  While  it 
is  Republican  in  politics  it  treats  all  with  fairness,  and 
thus  holds  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  political 
parties.  Thus-it  is  at  all  times  fit  to  enter  the  fam- 
ily, and  its  patrons  have  no  fear  of  anj'thing  being 
admitted  to  its  columns  that  cannot  be  read  aloud 
ill  the  family  circle.  The  Blade  has  done  and  is 
still  doing  much  to  elevate  the  profession  of  jour- 
nalism, and  will  receive  its  reward  by  .an  unparal- 
leled patronage  by  the  intelligent  people  of  Liv- 
ingston Ciiunty. 
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\f7  .\MES  CI-IAPJMAN.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
tleman is  familinr  to  the  people  of  Odell 
from  his  long  residence  here  and  his  worthy 
career  as  a  citizen  and  member  of  societj'. 
He  was  fiir:i  period  of  nine  years  Station  Agent  of 
the  Cayuga  Railroad,  and  served  a  long  term  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  distinguished  himself  as 
a  worthy  and  useful  member  of  the  community, 
quiet  and  law-abiding,  and  interested  in  all  those 
eiileri)rises  tending  to  the  advancement  and  welfare 
cif  the  pe(ii)le. 

Jauie>  Chapman  was  of  English  birth  and  par- 
entage, and  passed  his  youthful  days  in  the  town 
of  Asht(jii-under-Lyne,  where  his  birth  occurred 
Nov.  ;').  ISuO.  His  parents,  Walter  "W.  and  Han- 
nah (Buckley)  Chapman,  came  to  America  iu  the 
fall  of  1848,  when  their  son  James  was  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years,  and  coming  directly  to  the  "West 
Ideated  .at  Morris,  111.  A  few  weeks  later  the  par- 
ents fell  victims  to  the  cholera  epidemic  then  rag- 
ing in  that  section,  leaving  two  sous,  our  subject 
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and  his  brother  Edwin  Owen,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  this  count_y.  Tlie  father  was  a  gardener  by  oc- 
cupation and  had  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  the  ho))e  of  bettering  his  condition,  both  socially 
and  financiallj-.  James  had  been  liberally  edneated 
and  had  been  emploj'ed  as  a  book-keeper  in  a  fac- 
tory some  time  before  coining  to  this  county. 
Failing  to  secure  a  similar  position  here  after  the 
deatli  of  his  parents,  he  engaged  to  learu  the  car- 
penter trade,  at  which  he  served  two  years,  and 
then  began  to  work  for  himself.  His  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  sobriety  secured  him  firm  friends  and 
he  was  prospered  in  his  labors.  Before  reaching 
his  twentj'-fifth  year  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Agnes  Allen,  who  was  of  Scotch  birth  and 
parentage,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Isabel 
(Hood)  Allen,  who  immigrated  to  America  about 
the  year  1832.  They  first  located  at  Morris,  this 
State,  but  later  came  to  this  couuty,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming,  and  where  both  parents 
spent  their  declining  years. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Lis- 
bon, Kendall  County,  and  a  few  months  later  Mr. 
Chapman  purchased  120  acres  of  land  in  Odell 
Township,  this  couuty,  where  he  began  farming, 
and  in  the  meantime  carried  on  his  trade  as  time 
and  opportunity  permitted.  At  the  time  of  his 
purchase  the  station  of  Odell  had  been  located  but 
there  were  no  indications  of  a  town  around  it.  He 
was  appointed  the  first  agent  In  1863,  and  held  the 
position  until  his  death  in  1872.  The  length  of 
time  during  which  he  discharged  his  responsible 
duties  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  b}'  the  railroad  company  and 
the  people  of  Odell. 

The  children  of  James  and  Agnes  (Allen)  Chap- 
man, eight  in  number,  are  recorded  as  follows: 
Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Ammi  Godwin,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  LaSalle  Conntj-;  Alice  mar- 
ried Richard  Stine,  and  lives  in  Minnesota;  Isabel, 
Mrs.  Daniel  Godwin,  resides  with  her  husband  on 
a  farm  in  Odell  Township;  Margaret  married 
James  Stine,  an  enterprising  farmer  of  Minnesota; 
Edwin,  James  and  John  employ  their  time  in  farm- 
ing, and  are  residents  of  Minnesota  and  Illinois; 
Walter  W.  we  speak  of  below. 

Walter  W.   Chapman,  a    young    man    of    more 


than  ordinaiy  abilitj',  who  has  been  finely  educated 
in  view  of  commercial  pursuits,  was  born  at  his 
father's  homestead  in  Esmen  Township,  July  21, 
1858.  He  is  now  carrying  on  merchandising  in 
the  village  of  Cayuga,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm  on  section  32,  in  Odell  Township.  After 
completing  his  studies  in  the  common  sclnmls  he 
learned  carpentering  of  his  father,  whose  death  oc- 
curred when  he  was  a  youth  of  but  fifteen  years. 
He  continued  on  the  farm  until  the  death  of  his 
mother,  which  occurred  in  lS,si,;uid  \v:is  then  ap- 
pointed guardian  of  the  3'()ungei' children,  of  whose 
interests  he  still  has  charge. 

In  the  spring  of  1886,  Mr.  Chapman  went  up  into 
Minnesota  upon  business  and  pleasure  combined, 
and  while  breathing  the  invigorating  air  of  the 
north  emplo3'ed  his  leisure  time  at  his  trade.  Upon 
returning  home  he  purchased  the  business  which  he 
is  now  conducting  at  Odell,  but  preferring  to  reside 
in  the  rural  districts  he  secured  possession  of  an 
80-acre  tract  of  land  on  sectiou  32,  the  cultivation 
of  which  he  superintends  and  where  he  has  a  re- 
markably pleasant  home.  This  home  is  presided 
over  by  the  accomplished  and  amiable  young  lady 
who  became  his  bride  on  the  28th  of  June,  1887. 
Mrs.  Chapman  was  formerly  Miss  AdaE.,  daughter 
of  Alvin  and  Susan  (Withrow)  Clark,  who  vvere 
natives  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  have  been  residents  of 
this  county  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  Her 
father  is  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  the  parents 
are  now  residents  of  Odell  Township.  Mrs.  Chap- 
man was  born  in  Esmen  Township,  this  countj-, 
June  23,  1867,  and  was  the  second  in  a  family  of 
four  children  born  to  her  parents.  She  was  finely 
educated,  and  engaged  in  teaching  at  an  early  age, 
having  been  identified  with  the.  public  schools  of 
this  county  four  years,  and  still  continues  her  pro- 
fession as  a  teacher  in  the  Cayuga  schools.  Her 
amiability  and  excellent  judgment  have  won  for 
her  a  wide  circle  of  friends  among  both  pupils 
and  parents. 

Mr.  Walter  Chapman  is  quite  active  in  politics 
and  uniformly  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He  is 
serving  his  first  terra  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  in  Cayuga,  being  the  youngest  man  ever 
elected  to  the  position  in  this  city.  In  188.5,  he 
took  a  commercial  course  in  the  college  at  Valpa- 
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raiso,  lud.,  and  thus  prepared  himself  for  the 
business  "-liich  he  Iiad  chosen  as  his  future  voca- 
tion. 


<«  l>ILLIAM  GINGl 
\rJ/l  in  coniraou  with 
^f     great  AVest,  is  mi 


MLLIAiM  GINGERICH.  Central  Illinois, 
many  other  sections  of  the 
much  indebted  for  its  devel- 
opment and  cultivation  to  the  enterprise  and  in- 
dustry of  the  thrifty  German  citizens.  Among 
these  the  subject  of  this  history  occupies  a  iiromi- 
uent  position.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in 
the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  and  has  already  acquired 
a  fine  property- and  a  beautiful  homestead  of  160 
acres  on  section  32.  His  operations  have  been  char- 
acterized by  sound  good  sense,  while  he  has  taken 
advantage  of  modern  methods  and  the  latest  im- 
proved machinery  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and 
bringing  about  the  improvements  with  which  he  is 
surrounded,  and  which  stand  as  a  silent  monument 
of  his  industry  and  ft)ret!iought. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  spent  the  first  few- 
years  of  his  life  in  Knr-Hessen,  German}',  not  far 
from  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Rhine,  where  the 
cool  climate  and  fertile  soil  afford  the  purest  air  to 
breathe  and  the  best  elements  for  building  up  the 
human  frame.  His  birth  took  place  Aprd  14,  1842, 
and  he  was  the  only  child  of  his  father,  John  Gin- 
gerich,  by  his  first  wife,  Magdalene  Otto;  the 
mother  died  when  her  son  was  three  years  of  age. 
The  father  subsequently  married  again,  and  in  l.s.51 
the  family  immigrated  to  the  United  States,  William 
being  then  a  l)Oj-  nine  years  of  age.  They  spent  a 
vear  in  the  State  of  Maryland  and  then  came  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Putnam  County,  where  the 
father  followed  blacksmithing until  resting  from  his 
earthly  hibors,  his  death  taking  place  Feb.  4,  1885. 
He  had  been  married  three  times,  and  by  his  s*ond 
marriage  there  were  two  children,  who  died  in  in- 
fanej-.  By  the  third  marriage  there  were  no  chil- 
dren. The  last  wife  had  a  child  by  her  former 
husband,  whose  name  is  Mary  Foreht,  but  she  has 
adopted  the  name  of  her  steji-fathei-.  and  is  known 
a.s  Mary  Gingericli. 

Y<itn)g  fiingerich  was  leared  In  ]]iaiiliuod  in  I'ut- 
nam  County,  and  made  good  use  of  his  time  while 
ixjrmitted  Uj  attend  the   common   school.     During 


the  late  war  he  enlisted.  .Jan.  1,  1864,  in  Company 
B,  64th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  partieii)ated  in  the 
siege  of  Atlanta,  wliei'e  he  was  wounded  in  both 
arms  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  and  still  carries 
one  of  the  balls.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Rome,  Ga..  where  he  remained  about  thirt}'  days, 
and  then  went  home  on  a  furlough.  Subsequently 
he  returned  to  Springfield  and  was  detailed  to  the 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps  at  Rock  Island,  w-here  he 
remained  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  received 
his  honorable  discharge  at  Springfield,  July  20, 
1865.  He  was  thereafter  employed  at  farming 
until  his  marriage. 

The  lady  who  has  been  the  close  companion  and 
best  friend  of  our  subject  for  a  period  of  over  twenty 
years,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Emma  Krausbauer, 
and  was  married  on  the  21st  of  April,  1867.  She 
is  a  native  of  the  same  Province  as  her  husband, 
and  was  born  Nov.  27,  1839.  She  was  the  second 
child  in  a  family  of  six  born  to  Carl  W.  and  Jo- 
hanna (Schoettler)  Krausbauer,  natives  of  the  same 
localit}-  and  of  pure  German  ancestry.  The  par- 
ents spent  their  lives  in  their  native  home,  and  are 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Carl  W.  Krausbauer  was  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  in  his  native  home, 
and  was  Assistant  Piincipal  for  the  long  period  of 
fifty  years  in  the  same  school.  He  was  also  organist 
in  the  German  Reformed  Church  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  years.  This  is  an  honor  to  which  but  few- 
men  can  lay  claim. 

The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  four  children,  whose  record  is  as 
follows:  The  eldest  son,  Otto  John,  died  March  19, 
1 883,  when  fifteen  years  of  age ;  he  was  a  promis- 
ing young  man,  the  favorite  alike  of  old  and  young, 
and  had  commenced  a  career  which  held  out  great 
promises  for  the  future ;  his  death  was  a  great  blow 
to  his  stricken  parents.  Willie  Frederick,  born  Jan. 
7,  1870;  Carl  Oscar,  Nov.  9,  1871,  and  Louis  Julius, 
Aug.  20,  1873.  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Shortly  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gin- 
gericli came  to  this  county,  and  located  upon  the 
land  which  they  now  occupy.  They  began  house- 
keeping in  a  modest  way,  while  Mr.  G.  proceeded 
industriously  with  the  cultivation  and  improvement 
of  his  purchase,  and  in  due  time  received  the  re- 
ward of  his  industry.     The  fields  are  beautifully    ^ ' 
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laid  oflf  with  hedge  fences,  and  divided  into  40-acre 
lots.  Tlie  lowlands  have  been  drained  with  tile, 
and  there  is  now  a  good  residence  and  all  the  other 
buildings  reqnired  by  the  progressive  agTieulturist. 
Mr.  G.,  with  tlie  exception  of  four  j-ears  spent  in 
the  grain  and  coal  business  at  Chatsworth,  has  been 
a  continuous  resident  here,  and  is  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  by  the  citizens  of  this  locality.  He 
keeps  good  cattle  and  horses,  the  latter  Norman 
and  Clydesdale,  of  which  he  has  sonu'  fine  speci- 
mens. 

Our  subject,  politically,  votes  independentlj', 
aiming  to  support  the  men  whom  he  considers  best 
qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  people.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternitj-  and  the 
G.  A.  R.,  while  in  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Men- 
nonite.  His  estimable  wife  belongs  to  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church,  but  attends  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  at  Chatsworth,  there  being  no  church 
of  their  own  denomination.  Mr.  Gingerich  is  at 
present  To^Tiship  School  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
has  filled  verj^  creditably  for  six  j-ears. 


,  OLAND  PERSELS,  of  the  firm  of  Persels 
&  Shellj',  general  merchants  at  Emington, 
/li  \\1  came  to  Illinois  when  a  lad  seven  years  of 
V^  age,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  the  State 
since  that  time.  The  family  first  settled  in  Grundj', 
a  short  distance  south  of  the  town  of  Gardner, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  and  whence 
he  removed  in  the  spring  of  1859  to  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 3,  in  Broughton  Township,  this  county'.  Here 
he  continued  farming  for  eighteen  years,  and  then 
retired  from  active  labor  and  took  up  his  residence 
at  Gardner,  where  he  now  resides.  The  mother 
died  at  her  home  in  Broughton,  tills  county,  Jan. 
23,  1877. 

The  subject  of  this  biographj^  was  born  in  Wayne 
Connty,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of 
Isaac  and  Clarissa  (Bosworth)  Persels,  natives  re- 
spectively of  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  who 
removed  from  the  Empire  State  in  1856.  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife  Isaac  C.  Persels  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Mary  Blake,  who  is  still  living  and  a 
resident  of  Gardner,  111.     The  parental  household 
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included  nine  children,  the  fruits  of  the  first  mar- 
riage; of  these  six  are  living,  namely:  Henry,  a 
resident  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. :  Samuel,  of  Ne- 
braska; Cynthia.!.,  the  wife  of  Amos  Hertz,  of 
Broughton  Township;  Roland,  of  Emington;  Mary 
R.,  Mrs.  Charles  Correll,  of  Kansas,  and  Herbert, 
also  a  resident  of  that  State.  The  father  of  our 
subject  is  a  man  of  good  business  capacitj',  a  stanch 
Republican,  politically,  and  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  Deacon  several  j'ears.  He  has  served  as 
Road  Commissioner  and  Township  Treasurer,  and 
been  otherwise  identified  with  local  interests.  He 
started  in  life  practicalh*  without  means,  and  by 
his  industry  acquired  a  good  property,  so  that  in 
his  declining  years  he  is  enabled  to  live  in  ease  and 
comfort.  He  came  to  this  county  during  the  es- 
tablishment of  its  educational  and  religious  insti- 
tutions, and  contributed  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  to  the  various  enterprises  set  on  foot  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  people  in  this  direction. 
The  old  residents  have  learned  to  appreciate  him 
at  his  true  value,  and  the  j'ounger  ones  regard  him 
with  the  respect  and  confidence  due  the  honored 
pioneers  whose  labors  assisted  so  greatly  in  build- 
ing np  the  institutions  the  benefits  of  which  tliey 
now  enjoy. 

Roland  Persels  remained  with  his  parents  until 
reaching  manhood,  receiving  a  good  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  becoming  familiar  with 
the  various  employments  of  the  farm.  He  began 
earlj'  in  life  to  form  his  plans  for  the  future,  and 
with  the  view  of  establishing  a  permanent  home, 
was  married,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1871,  to  IMiss 
Laura  A.  Clover,  who  was  born  in  Grundy  County, 
III,  Feb.  16,  1849.  After  marriage  they  settled 
in  Broughton  Township,  this  connty,  and  in  1887 
Mr.  P.  embarked  in  his  present  business,  as  a  general 
merchant.  In  1 871  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Broughton  Township,  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  has  superintended  with  excellent  judg- 
ment and  good  results,  it  being  now  one  of  the 
most  valuable  farms  in  that  section,  i)rovided  with 
good  buildings  and  all  the  necessary  machinery, 
with  a  fair  assortment  of  live  stock. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  John 
M.  Clover,  who  was  born    in    Penns3'lvania,    July 

■» 


r 


f. 


-4^ 


"•► 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


2o,  1794,  aud  emigrated  to  Grundy  County,  111.,  in 
November,  1845,  from  Indiana,  where  he  had  spent 
a  few  }-eavs  after  leaving  his  native  State.  Mr.  Clover 
wag  married  three  times,  and  was  the  father  of  a 
large  familj'  of  children,  of  whom  eleven  are  living 
— Amos.  Gesettas,  Philip,  Lot,  Alfred.  Elliot,  Ma- 
rietta, Laura  A.,  Almaretta,  Seth  and  John.  Amos, 
of  Gardner,  111.,  has  been  State  Representative; 
Philip  is  a  resident  of  this  county,  and  Lot  of  Ne- 
braska; Gesettas  is  Postmistress  of  Gardner;  Al- 
fred, Elliot,  Marietta,  the  wife  of  George  Ellis,  Al- 
maretta, the  wife  of  Heber  Pitcher,  Seth  and  John 
are  all  residents  of  Kansas.  Mr.  Clover  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  township,  being  Postmaster 
of  Clarion  before  Grundy  County  was  organized, 
and  served  as  such  a  number  of  years.  He  repre- 
sented his  township  in  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  took  an  active  part  in  political  and 
duirch  matters.  He  was  always  an  encourager  of 
education,  and  there  were  few  enterprises  in  Grundy 
County  with  which  he  was  not  connected  during 
its  early  settlement.  The  death  of  Mr.  Clover  oc- 
curred Ma}'  7,  1854.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Persels 
was  formerl}^  Miss  Martha  M.  Lewis. 

■Mr.  and  Mrs.  Persels  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  two  are  living,  Burdett  and  Ar- 
thur, now  residents  of  Emington.  The  two  eldest, 
Lnella  and  Ray,  died  at  the  ages  of  three  months 
and  two  and  one-half  3'ears  respectively.  Mr.  Per- 
sels, politically,  is  a  stanch  Republican,  aud  has 
served  some  time  as  School  Director.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Emington.  Mrs.  Persels  is  a 
lady  of  good  education  and  much  intelligence,  and 
tiiught  in  the  public  schools  of  both  Grundy  and' 
Livingston  Counties  for  five  years  before  her  mar- 
riage. , 

,l| — ^j  ZRA  HACK,  one  of  the  youngest  members 
iNl  "^  ^'"^  fanning  community  on  the  east  line 
/iL^  of  Livingston  County,  occupies  the  hQme 
establislied  by  liis  father  many  ^ears  ago  and  which 
is  plea.santly  located  on  section  25,  Sullivan  Town- 
ship. Here  he  give-  his  attention  principally  to 
stock-i'aising,  although  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing  with   excellent  results.     He  is  conspicuous  for 


his  enterprise  and  industry,  and  the  prospects  are 
that  before  many  years  he  will  be,  like  his  father 
before  him,  one  of  the  leading  men  of  this  section. 

Our  subject  was  the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of  six 
born  to  Frederick  and  Martha  (Knorr)  Hack,  na- 
tives of  Germany,  who  came  to  this  county  many 
j'ears  ago,  and  taking  up  their  residence  in  Sullivan 
Township  are  spending  the  remainder  of  their  daj^s 
in  Cullom.  The  father  of  our  subject  brought 
with  him  to  the  United  States  the  simple  and  sub- 
stantial traits  of  character  for  which  his  ancestry 
had  been  noted ;  and  was  recognized  in  this  com- 
munit}'  as  a  straightforward  business  man,  consci- 
entious in  his  dealings  with  his  neighbors,  and  one 
who  was  content  to  remain  in  the  place  which  Na- 
ture had  assigned  him,  gathering  from  the  fields 
each  year  the  reward  of  his  industry,  while  he 
built  up  a  good  home  and  surrounded  his  family 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Our  subject  continued  under  the  home  roof  until 
after  reaching  his  majority.  His  father  had  ac- 
quired sufficient  land  to  supply  all  his  boys  with 
steady  work,  and  they  remained  with  him  until 
starting  out  for  themselves.  Ezra,  on  the  24th  of 
September,  1881,  was  married,  in  Sullivan  Town- 
ship, to  Miss  Anna  Keck,  who  was  born  in  Butler 
County,  Pa.,  Jan.  20,  1862,  and  was  the  fourth  in 
a  family  of  nine  children,  the  offspring  of  Andrew 
and  Kate  (Vogel)  Keck,  who  were  also  of  German 
birth  and  parentage.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hack  continued  on  the  home  farm,  which 
included  160  acres  of  valuable  land  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  Of  this  he  owns  eighty  acres,  and 
keeps  graded  Norman  horses,  Durham  cattle  and 
Poland-China  swine.  He  takes  pride  in  his  success 
as  a  stock-raiser,  and  is  in  the  habit  of  carrying  off 
the  blue  ribbons  at  the  various  fairs  of  Central 
Illinois. 

IMr.  Hack  has  very  little  to  do  with  politics,  but 
when  called  upon  to  signify  his  choice  at  the  gen- 
eral elections,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 
He  is  now  holding  the  office  of  School  Director  the 
second  term,  and  with  his  estimable  lady  is  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
is  the  encourager  of  those  enterprises  calculated  to 
advance  the  moral  and  intellectual  welfare  of  the 
community,    and    takes    pride  in  contributing  hi.s 
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quota  to  its  agricultural  and  social  interests.  His 
little  family  group  includes  three  children,  born  as 
follows:  John  Reuben,  June  26,  1882;  Emma  Katie, 
April  28,  1884.  and  Iva  Elizabeth,  May  28,  1886. 


'OIIN  W.  JENNINGS,  who  is  superintend- 
ing the  excellent  2(IO-acre  Jennings  Farm,  in 
Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  is  one  of  the  most 
(^^y  enterprising  and  energetic  young  agricult- 
urists nnd  stock-raisers  of  Livingston  Comity.  In 
his  stock  operations  he  makes  a  specialty  of  hogs, 
which  he  prepares  for  the  Chicago  market,  where 
the  products  of  this  farm  have  gained  a  distinct 
reputation.  The  Jennings  Farm  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 34,  which  is  one  of  the  best  sections  of  Pleas- 
ant Ridge  Township,  if  not  <if  the  count}'. 

Mr.  Jennings  was  bi)rn  in  Tippecanoe  County, 
Ind.,  May  1,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Solomon  M. 
and  Mary  (Wheeler)  Jennings,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  Indiana,  and  were  married  in  1848.  The 
father  died  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township  on  the  21st 
of  January,  1878.  The  mother  was  born  April  18, 
1833,  and  is  still  living;  she  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  father 
was  a  carpenter  Ijy  trade,  but  passed  a  great  portion 
of  his  life  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  for 
man}'  years  he  served  as  Class-Leader  and  Steward. 
Mr.  Solomon  M.  Jennings  was  among  the  very  first 
settlers  in  this  township,  having  come  here  in  1863, 
and  was  always  foremost  in  public  enterprises,  and 
held  the  ottice  of  School  Director  for  a  great  many 
3'ears.  He  was  an  active  memlier  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  from  which  he  received  the  sad  rites  of 
burial.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jennings  were  born  five 
children — Squire  T.,  Sarah  E.,  John  W.,  Mary  L. 
and  Flmma  Z.  Squire  T.  married  Ada  Booth; 
Sarah  E.  married  H.  H.  Grafton,  and  resides  at 
Maiiitou  Springs,  Col. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  during  his  early  boy- 
hood attended  the  common  schools  near  where  he 
lived,  after  which  for  two  years  he  was  a  student  at 
Onarga  College,  located  at  Onarga,  111.  After 
leaving  college  he  returned  home  and  engaged  in 
work  upon  the    farm.     At    the  time  of  the  writing 


of  this  sketch  he  has  the  management  of  the  home 
[ilace,  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
Ml-.  Jennings  is  engaged  in  stock-breeding  on  a 
large  scale,  and  while  making  a  specialty  of  hogs, 
also  raises  roadsters  and  draft  horses  of  a  superior 
quality.  He  finds  a  readj-  market  for  all  the  horses 
he  produces,  because  of  their  Ixcellent  quality. 

In  politics  Mr.  Jennings  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican part}',  which  party  is  exactly  his  age,  both 
having  been  born  in  1856.  The  friends  of  both 
hope  that  it  will  be  many  years  before  they  outlive 
their  usefulness.  The  only  offlee  he  has  ever  held 
is  that  of  Pathmaster.  In  no  sense  is  he  an  ofiice- 
seeker,  as  his  time  is  so  thoroughly  occupied  with 
the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  the  fai-m  that  he 
could  give  little  attention  to  discharging  the  duties 
of  office. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  in  this  section 
of  country,  we  present  on  another  page  of  this 
Album  a  view  of  Mr.  Jemiings'  residence. 

-^ 't^''^ "<— 


kEONARD  HOWITT  is  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  and  came  to  America  twenty  years 
ago.  He  settled  permanentl}'  on  the  farm 
he  now  occupies  on  section  6,  Saunemin  Township, 
in  the  spring  of  1  880.  This  farm  consists  of  eighty 
acres  of  good  productive  land,  which  lies  so  that  it 
is  easily  drained.  When  Mr.  Howitt  arrived  in 
thiscountrj'  he  possessed  about  $100  in  cash,  which 
amount  he  husbanded  so  carefully  that  it  afforded 
him  an  opportunity  to  gain  a  foothold.  He  has 
never  relinquished  his  efforts,  continuing  all  the 
time  in  the  practice  of  economj',  and  the  exercise 
of  good  judgment  in  his  affairs,  until  he  has  fully 
succeeded  in  establishing  himself  comfortably  and 
pleasantly. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  one  of 
the  best  known  counties  of  England,  principally 
by  its  being  the  seat  of  Cambridge  University, 
which  was  founded  at  an  uncertain  period  in  the 
middle  ages,  while  the  town  of  Cambridge  itself  is 
of  great  antiquity,  as  it  was  destroyed  b}'  fire  by 
the  Danes  as  early  as  871  and  again  in  1010.  It 
has  been  the  scene  of  events,  civil  and  military, 
which  have  liecorae  matters  of  histoi'y.     Of  the  an- 
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cient  castle  built  hy  AVilliam  the  Conqueror  on  tlie 
site  of  the  Eoman  station  onlj-  the  gateway  now 
remains.  The  shire,  or  count}-,  of  Cambridge  is  a 
rich  agricultural  region,  and  nearly  all  the  smaller 
grains  are  prodnced  in  abundance.  In  this  county 
near  the  cit}'  of  Cambridge  our  subject  was  born 
on  the  19th  of  Februarj',  1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Mary  Howitt,  who  were  natives  of  En- 
gland. He  resided  in  th.at  conntrj-  until  he  reached 
the  years  of  manhood,  receiving  a  good  comroon- 
school  education.  In  1867  he  concluded  to  come  to 
the  New  World  and  try  what  fortune  there  might 
be  in  store  for  him  here.  Taking  passage  on  a 
steamer  bonnd  for  New  York  he  made  the  voy- 
age and  landed  in  the  latter  city  ten  da3's  after 
starting.  Having  already  learned  through  corre- 
spondence of  the  many  advantages  offered  by  Illi- 
nois to  agriculturists  he  came  directly  to  this  State, 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston  County  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  since. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1869,  Mr.  Howitt  was  mar- 
ried to  Elizabeth  Moulds,  a  native  of  Marshall 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Howitt)  Moulds.  There  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Howitt  Sve  children,  whose  names  are 
given  as  follows:  John  P.,  Sarah  J.,  Leslie  W.,Lou- 
enima,  and  George  A.,  who  is  now  dead.  Mrs. 
Howitt  departed  this  life  on  the  2.5th  of  March, 
1880,  leaving  behind  her  a  sorrowing  husband  and 
four  motherless  children.  She  was  a  lady  of  many 
excellent  qualities,  and  her  death  was  mourned  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Howitt  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  gives 
a  cordial  endorsement  and  support  to  all  move- 
ments that  are  calculated  to  benefit  the  community. 
In  politics  he  is  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
faith,  and  contributes  what  ha  can  to  the  success 
of  his  part}-. 


ftsJ^^  OHELL  SOUTHWICK.     In  the  career  of 

///      \l\    the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  biog- 

iIj  raphy,  we  have  an  illustration  of  one  who 

was  blessed  witii  intelligent  parents,  and  a 

good  education,  leceiving  careful    home    training 

and  constantly  stimulated  to  his  best  efforts,  while 

he  has  continued   to  improve  his  opportunities  in 


life.  That  he  took  advantage  of  these  fortunate 
surroundings  is  greatl}-  to  his  credit,  and  that  he 
has  become  a  valued  member  of  society  is  as  much 
an  advantage  to  that  society  as  to  himself.  His 
earl}'  years  were  spent  in  the  Empire  State,  his 
birth  having  taken  place  in  the  town  of  Junius, 
Seneca  County,  Nov.  5,  1840.  From  there  he  mi- 
grated when  a  3'oung  man,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
most  valued  residents  of  Odell  Township,  where  he 
occupies  a  valuable  farm  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments. To  this  he  has  given  his  time  and  atten- 
tion for  the  last  five  j-ears,  cultivating  the  soil  after 
the  most  approved  methods,  and  availing  himself 
of  the  advantages  of  modern  machinery  by  which 
he  has  produced  some  of  the  finest  crops  of  this 
region. 

The  i)areuts  of  onr  subject,  Adin  I),  and  Susan 
(Hunt)  Southwick,  were  also  natives  of  New  York, 
and  located  in  Seneca  County  after  their  marriage, 
building  up  a  good  homestead  where  the  mother 
passed  away  several  years  ago.  The  father  is  still 
living  there  and  the  object  of  respect  by  all  the 
people  of  that  vicinity  among  whom  be  has  lived 
so  long  and  well.  The  paternal  grandparents. 
David  and  Eunice  Southwick,  were  natives  of  Pitts- 
field,  Mass.,  and  David  held  the  commission  of 
Major  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  which  he  served  as  a 
soldier  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  Afterward 
he  took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y., 
and  spent  his  declining  years  on  the  farm  where 
his  son  Adin  D.  now  resides.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
and  where  lie  in  turn  reared  and  educated  his  chil- 
dren. 

Morell  Southwick,  of  our  sketch,  pursued  his 
early  studies  in  the  same  school-house  which  his 
father  had  attended  when  a  boy,  and  like  him  spent 
his  childhood  and  youth  amid  the  quiet  scenes  of 
country  life.  He  remained  under  the  home  roof 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age.  and  as  one  of  the 
first  important  steps  when  starting  out  for  himself 
in  life,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Lu- 
fanni  Angell,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  Wayne  Connty,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  21, 
1863.  Mrs.  Southwick  was  born  in  G.ayland, 
Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  11,  1844,  and  was  the 
youngest  daughter  who  reached  maturity  of  Ethan 
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and  Martha  (Dudley)  Angell,  whose  history  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  After  marriage  the 
young  people  located  on  a  farm  in  the  township  of 
Junius,  and  a  year  later  Mr.  S.  resolved  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania.  Not 
long  afterward  he  was  taken  ill,  and  for  a  year  was 
unable  to  labor  or  do  an}'  active  business.  In  the 
fall  of  1865  he  visited  a  brother  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
and  from  there  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  his  sis- 
ter resided.  Here  he  was  joined  bj'  his  wife,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1865,  after  a  brief  visit  to  Michigan, 
they  came  to  this  county,  where  Mr.  South  wick 
farmed  a  year  on  rented  Lind  and  then  embarked 
in  the  lumber  trade  at  Odell.  It  was  now  his  in- 
tention to  remain  permanently,  but  a  year  later  cir- 
cumstances changed  his  decision,  and  he  traded  his 
town  property  for  a  farm  of  160  acres  in  Union 
Township,  where  he  remained  five  years.  He  then 
rented  his  land  and  removed  his  household  goods 
to  Odell,  where  he  spent  the  winter  and  returned 
East  in  the  spring  to  visit  his  parents  and  friends. 
In  the  fall, -upon  starting  for  the  West  again,  he  was 
induced  to  go  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  where  he 
became  interested  with  a  lumber  company  and  re- 
mained until  the  following  year.  Then  returning 
to  Odell  he  embarked  in  the  express  business,  which 
he  continued  four  years  and  afterward  engaged  in 
general  merchandising.  Upon  the  dissolution  of 
the  firm  vith  which  he  was  engaged,  he  repaired  to 
Emingtou,  and  for  the  year  following  purchased 
grain  for  the  Hossacks  who  were  large  dealers  at 
that  place  and  at  Odell.  The  firm  subsequently' 
failed,  and  to  Mr.  Southwick  was  assigned  the  duty 
of  straightening  up  their  affairs.  He  was  for  two 
years  following  engaged  in  the  grain  business  and 
merchandising,  and  his  next  removal  was  to  the 
farm  which  he  now  occupies  and  which  was  pur- 
chased bj'  his  wife's  father  in  1880.  Since  taking- 
possession  of  this  he  has  bent  its  energies  to  its  im- 
provement and  cultivation,  and  has  built  up  one 
of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  the  township. 

Mr.  Southwick  met  with  his  first  great  affliction 
on  the  26th  of  November,  1886,  when  death  en- 
tered the  home  circle  and  the  faithful  and  affection- 
ate wife  and  mother  was  taken  from  her  sorrowing 
family.  Mrs.  Southwick  was  a  lady  who  possessed 
^ '   all  the   womanly   virtues,  and  carried  out  in   her 


daily  life  those  sentiments  of  deep  piety  of  which 
she  was  always  the  earnest  defender.  She  was  re- 
fined and  cultured,  and  remarkably  sensitive  to 
right  and  wrong — as  firm  an  advocate  of  the  for- 
mer as  she  was  strong  in  her  resistance  to  the  lat- 
ter. She  was  kind  and  generous  as  a  friend  and 
neighbor,  and  possessed  that  cheerful  spirit  which 
drew  around  her  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends. 
She  was  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  a  bright  and  use- 
ful career,  leaving  her  husband  and  three  children 
to  mourn  their  irreparable  loss.  Their  eldest 
daughter.  Lulu,  was  educated  for  the  vocation  of  a 
teacher,  which  she  had  to  abandon  on  account  of 
the  illness  of  her  mother;  Hattie  is  pursuing  her 
studies  at  Odell,  and  Frank  attends  the  district 
school. 

Mrs.  Ethan  Angell,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  South- 
wick, was  of  English  birth  and  parentage,  and  her 
parents  immigrated  to  America  about  the  time  of 
their  marriage,  settling  first  near  Ithaca,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Angell,  shortly  after  his  marriage,  removed  to  Gay- 
land.  He  was  the  son  of  a  cotton  manufacturer, 
carrying  on  business  at  Pleasant  Valley,  but  who 
was  afterward  burned  out  and  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  hotel-keeping. 
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ilLLIAM  BURRELL,  a  gentleman  fond  of 
country  life  and  the  owner  of  a  good  prop- 
erty in  Newtown  Township,  is  contractor 
for  the  No.  3  Shaft  of  the  C.  W.  &  V.  Coal  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  has  been  identified  since  1875. 
He  came  to  Newtown  Township  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  and  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  citizen,  a  good  business  man,  and 
one  thoroughly  identified  with  those  interests  which 
tend  to  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  people  gen- 
erall}'.  He  supplies  this  companj'  wiih  all  kinds  of 
timber  required  in  the  working  of  the  mine,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  trusted  men  connected  with  it.  He 
also  buys  all  the  mules  that  are  used  in  the  mines. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Putnam  County,  Ohio, 
in  1842,  and  lived  there  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  after  the  decease  of  his  parents,  David  and 
Margaret  (Henderson)  Burrell.  They  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and    Ohio  respectively,  and   the    ^  ^ 
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father  was  about  fort}'  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children : 
Joseph,  the  eldest,  died  in  childhood;  Anna  became 
the  wife  of  A.  J.  Bowman,  of  Piatt  County,  this 
State,  and  died  leaving  four  children;  Eli  is  en- 
gaged iu  farming  in  Champaign  Count}' :  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  David  Gumley,  a  farmer  of  Kansas; 
CaJviu  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  lives  in  Dan- 
ville, 111. ;  Minerva,  Mrs.  Clayton  Johnson,  lives  in 
Piatt  Count}';  John  is  fnrminy  in  Ivansas,  and  Will- 
iam is  our  subject. 

Young  Burrell  upon  coming  to  Illinois  located 
in  McLean  Count}',  and  upon  the  outliieak  of  the 
hite  war  enlisted  in  the  33d  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
served  four  years  and  four  months.  He  was  pres- 
ent at  many  of  the  important  battles  in  the  S(_iutb 
and  Southwest,  namely:  Port  Gibson,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  Champion  Hills  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
and  upon  one  occasion  was  slightly  wounded,  al- 
though not  disabled.  He  went  all  over  the  South, 
from  Georgia  to  Texas,  and  although  the  experi- 
ence was  severe  in  some  respects,  in  others  it  is  one 
from  which  he  wonld  not  willingly  part.  He  was 
discharged  at  Springfield  in  the  fall  of  1865. 

5Ir.  Buirell  after  the  war  located  at  Indian  Grove, 
in  the  southern  part  of  this  county,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  seven  years,  and  thence  removed  to  his 
present  location.  While  a  resident  of  Indian  Grove 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Cooper, 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  Chenoa.  Mrs.  Burrell 
was  born  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  S.  J.  and  A.  Cooper,  natives  of  Tennessee, 
whence  they  removed  to  Warren  County,  Mo.,  early 
in  life.  The  household  circle  included  Joseph,  who 
died  in  Missouri  when  about  fifty -one  years  of  age: 
Elizabeth,  who  was  married,  and  with  her  husband 
is  now  deceased:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Robert  Moore, 
and  a  resident  of  Iowa,  and  Anna,  who  is  now  dead. 
The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  at  the  home- 
stead in  Missouri.  The  father  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  where  his  death  took  pl.ice  alioul 
1854. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrell  began  the  jouiuey  of  life 
together  at  a  snug  home  in  1HG8,  and  the  household 
was  completed  by  the  birth  of  four  children.  Their 
eldest  son,  \VilIi:im  D.,  is  now  an  active  young 
man,  busy  and  industrious  like  his  father,  and  is  at 


present  switchman  for  the  No.  3  Shaft;  Arlie  D.  is 
clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store  at  Strealor,  111.;  Lulu 
Grace  and  Myrtie,  the  youngest,  are  still  in  school. 
The  family  occupy  a  neat  and  comfortable  resi- 
dence and  are  generally  respected. 

\¥JAMES  WYLIE,  of  Broughton  Township, 
came  to  Livingston  County  in  the  spring  of 
1  877,  au<l  was  for  several  years  a  resident  of 
Bound  Grove  Township.  From  there  he 
removed  to  Broughton  in  the  spring  of  1 882,  and 
took  possession  of  his  present  farm.  This  com- 
l)rises  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  27,  and  un- 
der the  skillful  management  of  its  present  propri- 
etor has  become  quite  valuable.  Mr.  Wylie  has 
been  a  life-long  agriculturist,  and  in  all  respects  a 
self-made  man.  He  set  out  for  himself  early  in 
life,  depending  upon  his  own  resources,  and  the 
result  indicates  that  he  has  made  good  use  of  his 
time  and  opportunities.  In  addition  to  general 
farming  he  has  been  quite  successful  as  a  stock- 
raiser,  having  giveji  considerable  attention  to  this 
business  for  several  years  past. 

Mr.  Wylie  was  born  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  May,  1822. 
His  parents,  James  and  Jane  (Baylie)  Wylie,  were 
also  of  Irisli  birth  and  parentage,  the  former  a 
weaver  by  trade,  and  both  spent  their  entire  lives 
upon  their  native  soil.  Theh-  household  included 
eight  children,  of  whom  but  three  survive,  namely: 
William,  of  Ford  County,  this  State;  Elspie,  the 
wife  of  William  Eaton,  of  this  county,  and  James, 
of  our  sketch.  The  latter,  in  common  with  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  received  but  very  little  educa- 
tion, and  when  young  was  taught  to  make  himself 
useful  about  the  home,  and  also  learned  weaving  of 
his  father.  He  followed  this  trade  seveial  years 
In  his  native  county,  and  was  there  married,  Oct. 
1,  1841,  to  Miss  Ellen  W.  Wylie,  one  of  the  play- 
mates of  liis  childhood.  They  continued  in  Ire- 
land twenty-one  years  after  their  mariiMge,  in  the 
meantime  becoming  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Mary  was  born  Aug.  22,  1846,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  McCune,  of  Ford  County;  Jane  was  born 
Nov.  19,  184!),  and  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Todd,  of 
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Gardner,  111. ;  Margaret  was  born  April  11,1852, 
and  is  the  widow  of  the  late  Hugh  Essington,  of 
Ford  County;  Catherine,  born  Fel).  2<S,  1855,  is 
the  wife  of  William  Todd,  of  Liviiigst(jn  County; 
Elspie  was  born  Sept.  8,  1857,  and  married  John 
Murray,  of  Kankakee  County;  John,  liorn  Aug. 
2(!,  1860,  married  Miss  Maggie  Findley,  of  Liv- 
ingston, and  lives  in  this  county  ;  Nancy,  burn  Sept. 
G,  1864,  is  the  wife  of  Hugh  McCoughey,  of  Ford 
County. 

Mr.  Wylie,  not  satisfied  with  his  conditions  or 
his  prospects  in  Ireland,  started  for  America  in  the 
spring  of  181)2.  He  came  directly  to  this  State, 
locating  first  in  Kendall  County,  of  which  he  was  a 
resident  thirteen  j-ears,  and  afterward  of  Ford 
County  two  years.  He  came  to  Livingston  County 
ill  1877,  locating  first  in  Round  Grove  Township, 
whence  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  1882. 
All  the  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  were  welcomed  to  the  community 
as  a  valued  accession  in  point  of  intelligence  and 
true  worth,  and  the  parents  in  their  later  years  are 
taking  life  easily,  and  enjoying  the  comfort  to 
which  they  are  so  justly  entitled.  Mr.  Wylie  is  a 
Republican. 

^AMES  M.  MORTLANl),  largely  identified 
with  the  stock-raising  interests  of  Newtown 
Township,  like  many  of  the  enterprising 
(^gli  men  around  liim,  is  an  emanatifjn  of  the  old 
Kej'stone  State,  his  birth  taking  place  in  liutler 
Coiuity,  July  2-1,  1851.  The  family  was  well  known 
in  that  section  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  represented 
by  at  least  three  generations. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Jolni  and  Margaret 
(Griffin)  Mortland,  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  began  life  under  the  same  roof  where  his  father 
was  born.  The  mother  was  born  near  the  central 
portion  of  the  State,  in  Huntingdon  County.  The^' 
carried  on  farming  like  most  of  the  people  of  that 
region  and  became  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Peninah  E.  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  McCarty,  who  is 
engaged  in  mining  in  Colorado ;  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  one  of  whom  resides  with  our 
subject.  Mary  Ann  married  Joseph  A.  Nicliois.  :i 
carpenter  of  Newtovvn  Township,  and  they  have  four 
A*       ■ ■ 


children;  Susannah  T.,  Mrs.  Thomas  Arnold,  lives 
with  her  husband  on  a  farm  in  Michigan ;  Nancy  J., 
widow  of  John  Jones,  lives  with  her  father-in-law, 
Z.  R.  Jones,  at  Smithdale,  and  has  one  child,  a  son, 
Thomas;  Sarah  E.  died  when  an  interesting  young 
lady  of  eighteen  years;  Hannah  E.  lives  at  home 
with  her  mother;  John  S.  remains  on  the  homestead 
with  his  mother,  togL'ther  with  his  younger  brother, 
Orville. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  in  the  spring  of  1855, 
gathered  together  their  household  effects  and  with 
their  ciiildren  left  their  old  home  in  Pennsylvania 
to  seek  a  home  in  the  farther  West.  The  journey 
was  made  overland  by  wagon,  and  upon  coming  in- 
to this  county,  they  located  in  Newtown  Township, 
where  the  father  took  \\y  a  tract  of  land  and  where 
they  lived  about  eight  years.  Thence  they  cro.ssed 
the  Mississippi  into  Missouri,  in  October,  1865, 
making  this  journey  also  with  horses  and  wagon. 
While  on  the  road  the  father  contracted  a  severe 
cold,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  never  recovered, 
although  lingering  until  March,  18G(I,  when  he 
passed  from  earth.  His  remains  were  laid  to  rest 
in  Davis  County.  He  was  in  the  prime  of  life, 
about  forty-five  years  of  age. 

That  same  year  the  mother  with  her  fatherless 
children  returned  to  this  county,  where  they  have 
since  lived.  Mrs.  ]M.  kept  house  for  her  father, 
James  GrifHn,  in  Reading  Township,  three  or  four 
years,  and  while  her  ci]ildren  were  small.  James 
M.  during  his  childhood  was  taught  to  make  him- 
self useful,  and  being  industriously  inclined,  worked 
at  farming,  carpentering  and  cabinet-making,  or 
whatever  else  he  could  find  to  do  in  order  to  provide 
a  home  for  his  mother  and  her  family.  The  man- 
ner in  which  he  performed  his  filial  duties  gained 
him  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  The  mother 
is  still  living  near  the  home  of  her  son  and  although 
quite  advanced  in  years,  is  in  the  enjoyment  of 
good  health. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Kohlomyer)  Griffin,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  grandmother  of  German 
descent.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
was  a  soldier  under  the  first  Napoleon,  but  ran 
away  from  the  army  and  came  to  this  coinitry.  He 
was  followed   to   New    Orleans   but   succeeded    in 
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eluding  his  would-be  captors.  Not  long  afterward 
he  inigTated  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  spent  his 
last  ye.ai-s.  James  Griffin  and  his  wife  came  to  this 
countj'  about  1856,  and  the  mother  died  in  the 
fall  of  that  year.  They  had  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, of  whom  there  are  living  jMargaret,  Sarah, 
Henrj',  Susan.  James.  Hannah.  John,  George,  Alfred 
and  Amanda. 

The  parents  of  our  >ubject  were  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  p;pisct)pal  Church,  in  which 
the  father  was  an  active  worker,  and  was  particu- 
larly instrumental  in  the  training  of  the  young,  act- 
ing as  teacher  and  Superintendent  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  raising  his  voice  in  the  Master's  cause 
whenever  opportunity  permitted.  James  M.  re- 
mained under  the  home  roof  until  his  marriage, 
which  took  place  Dec.  23,  1877.  His  chosen  l)ride 
w.as  Miss  Ardilia  Grimes,  of  Newtown  Township,  and 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Brumfield)  Grimes. 
Her  mother's  people  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Livingston  County,  coming  here  when  there  were 
but  three  families  within  its  limits  along  the  Ver- 
milion River.  Thev  took  up  their  residence  in 
Newtown  Township,  where  their  daughter,  Ardilia, 
was  born  Oct.  10,  1859.  Of  this  union  there  is  one 
child,  Stephen  E.,  born  Dec.  9,  1878.  The  young- 
wife  lived  less  than  two  years  after  her  marriage, 
her  death  taking  place  Oct.  15,  1879. 

Mr.  Mortland  was  subsequently  married.  Jan.  21, 
1887,  to  Miss  Mollie  Cooper,  a  cousin  of  his  first 
wife,  and  who  had  made  her  home  with  the  parents 
of  the  latter  since  the  death  of  her  father  and 
mother  when  she  was  a  young  child.  They  enjoy 
the  comforts  of  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home  on 
section  10.  .Mr.  M.  employs  himself  in  light  labors 
and  officiates  as  Town  Collector  and  Sclio(»l  Di- 
rector. 


fl?  EANDEK  HA.MILTON,  wlio  is  a  dealer  in 
^  those  very  essential  articles  i,{  merchandise 
^K-  and  conimercc  known  as  lumlier,  coal  and 
building  materia],  in  the  town  of  Saunemin,  111.,  is 
a  native  of  Hartford  County,  Coini.,  where  he  was 
horn  on  the  12th  of  August,  1829.  He  is  the  son 
of  Eli  and  Laura  (Buckland)  H.niiiltoii,  Ix.lli  of 
whom  were  New    Englanders    In    liiiih.     He  i>  i,f 


Scotch  ancestry  on  the  paternal  side  and  English  on 
that  of  the  mother.  His  ])aternal  great-grand- 
father was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
where  he  is  said  to  have  rendered  vnliant  service  to 
the  yi>ung  and  struggling  Government. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  where  lie  availed  himself  of  all  the  facilities 
possible  while  obtaining  a  good  English  education. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  began  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  when  twentj' 
years  old  he  also  learned  that  of  a  m.achinist,  and 
followed  those  two  trades  alternately  for  a  number 
of  years. 

On  the  ;jd  of  May,  1858,  while  3et  a  resident  of 
Connecticut,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  married  to  Cor- 
delia D.  La\\Tence,  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
where  she  was  born  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1828.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Olefa 
(Derby)  Lawrence.  To  Mr.  and  JNIrs.  Hamilton 
were  born  two  children :  Cora  M.,  a  ladj-  of  fine 
education  and  the  present  efficient  Assistant  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Schools  of  Livingston  County, 
;i,ud  Olefa,  formerly  book-keeper  and  cashier  in  the 
Bank  of  Saunemin. 

Mr.  Hamilton  first  came  to  Illinois  in  185.'S,  and 
for  three  years  was  engaged  as  a  locomotive  engin- 
eer on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington A'  Quiney  Road,  and  ran  between  Galesburg 
and  Jlendota.  He  returned  to  his  former  home  in 
the  East  in  1856,  and  came  .igain  to  Illinois  in  the 
spring  of  1868,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  Livingston  County.  He  resided  at  Chats- 
worth,  engaged  in  various  business  enterprise,*, 
until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  became  a  citizen 
of  Saunemin,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
lumber,  coal  and  building  material  trade,  in  which 
he  has  met  witli  very  good  success. 

Mr.  Hamilton  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  is  at  present  serving  as  Treasurer  of 
Sullivan  Centre  Lodge  No.  738,  at  Saunemin,  of 
which  he  has  in  former  years  been  Secretary.  He 
is  a  member  of  Saunemin  Lodge  No.  728, 
1.  O.  <).  F.,  of  uhicli  lie  has  filled  all  the  chairs, 
and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  He  served  on 
tlic  ^'illage  Board  of  Trustees  at  Chatswortii  for 
two    terms,  and  was  a  incmber  of  the  first  A'illage 
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Board  of  Trustees,  of  which  he  was  President  for 
two  terms  in  the  village  of  Saunemin,  and  is  at 
present  serving  as  Treasurer  of  the  village  corpor- 
ation. He  is  a  man  who  enters  heartily  into  any- 
thing he  undertakes  and  generally  carries  his  pro- 
jects through  to  successful  acconiplishent. 


'iTi^fa^ 
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(^LVA  ALLP:N  major,  who  owns  160 
(lpwj|i    acres    on    section    35,    Forest    Townshij), 

ljr%  where  he  does  general  fanning  and  raises 
(gv/'  ))looded  stock,  was  born  in  Woodford 
County,  111.,  July  28,  1850.  He  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Dickinson)  MajOr,  natives 
of  Kentnckjs  who  w-ere  born  near  Hopkinsville, 
Christian  Count3^  and  whence  they  came  to  Eureka, 
Woodford  Countj',  where  the  father  remained  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  13th  of  June, 
1882.  The  motlier  is  still  living  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
eight,  on  the  home  farm  with  two  grandchildren. 
The  father  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  took 
an  active  p.art  in  political  and  public  affairs,  filling 
most  of  the  offices  in  the  township  in  which  he 
lived.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mr.  Major's  ancestors  for  three 
generations  back  on  both  sides  were  farmers.  The 
great-grandfather  came  from  France  to  this  coun- 
try, landing  at  New  Orleans. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  there  were  born 
seven  children,  whose  names  are :  Horace,  Alva  Al- 
len, Charles  E.,  Benjamin,  Mary  C,  Annie  E.,  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mary  C.  became  the  wife 
of  A.  M.  Wright,  of  Broadwell,  Logan  Co.,  111.,  and 
died  on  the  3d  of  October,  i88G,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, named  William  C.  and  Guy  A.,  who  are  liv- 
ing with  their  grandmother;  Charles  E.  married 
Miss  Nellie,  a  daughter  of  Levi  Matiiews,  of  Taze- 
well County,  and  lives  at  Eureka ;  Horace  married 
Lucy  A.,  a  daughter  of  George  Bo3'd,  of  Eureka, 
Woodford  County,  has  two  children,  and  now  lives 
at  El  Paso,  Woodford  Countj^ ;  Benjamin  is  mar- 
ried to  Sarah  A.  Catton,  and  lives  in  Forest  Town- 
ship. 

Alva  Allen  M.ajor  was  nineteen  years  of  age  when 
he  left  home  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and  spent  a  year  in 
Missouri  and  Kansas,   where  he   prospected   for  a 


location.  He  returned  in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  at- 
tended school  during  the  following  winter.  In  the 
spring  of  1871  he  went  to  Colorado,  where  he  re- 
mained during  the  summer  and  returned  to  Eureka, 
in  the  fall.  In  1873  he  came  to  Livingston  County, 
and  first  located  on  section  35,  where  he  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land,  while  his  father  gave  him  an- 
other eighty,  which  made  him  a  farm  of  160  acres, 
which  he  has  since  occuisied.  This  farm  is  well  im- 
proved and  is  considered  worth,  at  a  reasonable 
valuation,  $60  per  acre. 

Mr.  Majtir  was  married.  Feb.  1),  1876,  to  A'irginia, 
daughter  of  James  and  Amanda  (Hampton)  Haynes, 
of  Eureka.  Virginia  was  the  fifth  child  in  a  family 
of  nine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Major  have  one  child,  a  boy 
named  Fred,  who  was  boi-n  Nov.  25,  1877,  and  is 
now  attending  school.  Mr.  Major  was  a  Democrat 
until  1876,  in  which  year  he  concluded  to  change 
his  politics,  and  cast  his  vote  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  for  President,  and  has  since  continued  to 
vote  the  Republican  ticket.  He  was  elected  School 
Director  of  District  No.  7  in  1882,  and  served  three 
years.  He  and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Christian  Church  and  behjng  to  the  congregation  at 
Eureka. 

In  connection  with  tliis  sketch  of  Mr.  IMajor  is 
shown  on  another  page  a  view  of  his  residence. 


ONRAD  SEMANDEL,  a  prominent  and  in- 
fluential resident  of  D wight  Township,  was 
born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria  in  1851. 
His  father,  George  Semandel,  immigrated  to  this 
country  from  Germany  in  1852.  Soon  after  com- 
ing to  the  United  States,  he  made  his  way  to  Grundy 
County,  111.,  where  he  purchased  land  directly  from 
the  Government.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Con- 
rad, of  Germany,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren— Mary,  John,  Conrad,  George,  Chris.,  Law- 
rence and  Lizzie.  These  children  are  all  living,  and 
are  honored  citizens  of  various  parts  of  the  country. 
The  father  also  is  living,  and  seventy-two  years  of 
age.  Through  that  industry  and  good  management 
which  is  characteristic  of  the  German  people,  he 
accumulated  considerable  property.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  all  his  life,  and  in 
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principles  of  religious  faith  has  bi'ought  up  all  his 
children.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  interest  in  political  matters.  In  his 
old  .ngo  he  enjoj's  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, as  the  result  of  a  correct  life  and  good 
hall  its. 

At  the  time  his  parents  came  to  tliis  conntr}-,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  one  year  old,  and 
when  a  little  lad  Ijegan  attending  the  common 
schools,  and  likewise  took  the  first  steps  toward  a 
practical  knowledge  of  farming.  When  he  was 
twent3--oiie  years  of  age,  he  began  operations  for 
himself  by  renting  land  of  his  father,  and  continued 
business  in  this  manner  until  1878.  In  that  year  he 
bought  the  land  on  which  is  located  his  present 
residence.  In  1878  he  was  married  to  Miss  Chris- 
tina Hahn,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Sophia  Hahn, 
of  Dwight  Township.  The  wife  died  two  years 
after  her  marriage. 

In  1881  Mr.  Semandel  was  married  to  Barbara 
Hahn,  a  sister  of  his  former  wife.  Two  cliildren 
have  been  the  result  of  this  marriage — AVilliam  and 
Dorathe.  Mr.  Scmandel's  political  affiliations  are 
with  the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  is  an  active 
worker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  are  both  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  are  highly  respected  in  the 
community  for  their  upright  and  praiseworthj'  lives, 
and  generous  and  kindlj'  deeds.  Prosperity  has 
smiled  upon  the  efforts  of  Mr.  S.  in  tilling  the  soil, 
and  he  has  one  of  the  pleasanlest  homes  in  Dwight 
Township. 


G|E0K(;E  E.  GREENE,  n..w    lu<:ited   on  sec- 
■,  tion    24,  in    Rook's  Creek    Township,  com- 
1    menced  ftirming  on  a  poilion  of  his  father's 

land  when  a  young  man  twcHty-one  yctxra  of  age, 
and  since  tli.'it  time  li;i>  lient  his  energies  to  the  es- 
talilisliment  of  a  permanent  liome.  The  comfort- 
able aspect  <pf  his  present  abiding-place  wiiuld  in- 
dicate that  lie  has  succeeded  admirably  in  his  un- 
dertaking, lie  is  now  the  proprietor  of  fifty  acres, 
with  a  good  residence  and  all  necessary  out-build- 
ings,  and  is  classed  among  the  prosperous  and  rep- 
resentative farmers  of  Livingston  County,  lie 
give.-    his    allention     laigiily   to   stock-raising,  in 
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which  department  of  agi'iculture  he  has  uniformly 
met  with  success. 

Mr.  Greene,  a  native  of  this  State,  was  bt>rn 
near  Bloomington,  Nov.  13,  1853.  He  is  the  son 
of  Jesse  and  Esther  (Hadden)  Greene,  natives  of 
Northamptf)nshire,  England, «and  who  were  about 
the  same  age.  The  father  was  born  Nov.  14,  1829, 
and  was  married  soon  after  reaching  his  majoritj'. 
They  immigrated  to  America  shortlj'  afterward, 
and  coming  directly  to  the  West,  located  near 
Bloomington,  where  the  mother  died  when  her  son, 
our  subject,  was  about  three  years  old.  Jesse 
Greene  subsequently  removed  to  Livingston 
County,  locating  in  Eppard's  Point  Township, 
where  he  and  his  two  brothers  had  purchased  a 
farm.  He  afterward  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
this  property  and  purchased  115  acres  in  Rook's 
Creek  Townshi|),  and  in  1865  was  married  the  sec- 
ond time,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Tanner. 

Our  subject  received  a  limited  education  under 
very  adverse  circumstances,  and  remained  work- 
ing for  his  father  until  reaching  his  majority. 
Afterward  he  started  out  for  himself,  invariably 
receiving  as  much  as  $20  per  month,  as  he  was  of 
good  constitution  and  more  than  ordinarily  en- 
ergetic and  industrious.  Upon  his  twenty-first 
birthday  bis  father  had  given  him  a  colt,  which, 
however,  proved  to  be  balky  and  he  traded  it  off. 
By  this  trade  he  secured  a  good  animal  and  pur- 
chased another,  and  thus  had  a  full  team,  with 
which  he  commenced  farming  on  a  portion  of  the 
homestead  where  he  has   since  continued. 

Mr.  Greene,  after  passing  his  twenty-fifth  birth- 
day, was  married,  on  Christmas  Da}',  187S,  at  3 
o'clock,  P.  M..  to  Miss  Lillian  L.  Wood,  at  .lame- 
son,  Davis  Co.,  Mo.,  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Worley  being 
the  olliciating  clergyman.  Mrs.  (ireene  is  the 
daughter  of  Lyman  and  Sarah  (Heath)  AVood,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York. 
Her  father  was  born  Jan.  20,  1  830,  and  the  mother 
Sejit.  3,  1828.  They  were  married  in  Bureau 
County,  111.,  in  1851.  Their  family  included  the 
following  children:  Darwin  D.,  a  resident  of  Ne- 
braska Township;  Frederick  Fremont,  living  in 
LaSalle  County,  Kan. ;  Frank  Leslie,  a  resident  of 
Bates  County,  Mo.,  and  Rosa  M.,  who  resides  with 
lier   parents    in      Labette     County,    Kan.     Joseph 
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Heath,  the  maternal  granrlfathei-  of  Mrs.  Greene, 
was  flrowned  in  Lake  Micliigaii  while  on  the  vo.y- 
au'o  from  New  York  to  Chicago.  The  vessel, 
whic-h  was  nnder  the  management  of  a  drunken 
eruw,  caught  fire,  and  Mr.  Heath  taking  a  child  in 
his  arras  jumped  overboard,  expecting  to  save 
their  lives  by  means  of  a  float,  but  sank  to  rise  no 
more.  His  wife,  Lauranc,  subse(iuently  <lied  near 
Green  River,  Ind. 

Miss  Martha  J.  Greene,  the  sister  of  our  subject, 
became  the  wife  of  Jacob  H.  Gillman,  of  Nebraska 
Township,  and  has  two  cliildren.  Of  his  father's 
second  marriage  there  were  three  children :  Ma- 
rietta, born  March  10,  1866;  John  T.,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1868,  and  William,  in  November,  1875.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  E.  Greene  liave  nn  children. 


^f/OSKPH  S.  FRANCIS,  a  dealer  in  coal  and 
I  fuel,  in  the  town  of  Forest,  is  a  native  of 
I  B"own  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born 
_  ■  Aug.  IG,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Ross)  Francis.  In  September,  1880,  the 
parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Illinois  and  settled 
in  Livingston  County. 

In  1864  Mr.  Francis  enlisted,  and  was  mustered 
into  the  service  as  a  recruit  of  Company  E,  129th 
Illinois  Infantry,  which  regiment  accompanied  Gen. 
Sherman  in  his  famous  march  to  the  sea,  and  also 
to  Washington  City,  where  it  participated  in  the 
grand  review  of  the  army  at  the  close  of  tlie  war, 
and  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield,  111.,  in  June, 
1865.  Mr.  Francis  was  neither  wounded  nor  taken 
prisoner  during  his  term  of  service,  although  many 
times  in  a  position  where  he  was  liable  to  be  visited 
by  one  or  the  other  of  these  calamities.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Livingston  County  he  resumed  farming, 
which  he  continued  until  1868,  wlien  he  began 
clerking  in  a  general  store  at  Forest.  In  1871,  in 
connection  with  another  man,  he  engaged  in  the 
restaurant  and  grocery  business,  and  one  year  later 
became  sole  proprietor  i>f  the  concern,  which  he 
conducted  until  1875,  when  he  returned  to  the 
farm. 

In  1876,  in  company  with  hisbrother  Albert,  Mr. 
F.  established  the  Pioneer  Tile  Factory  of  Livingston 


County.  This  indnstry  has  grown  to  great  magni- 
tude in  the  county,  as  the  people  came  to  under- 
stand the  value  and  importance  of  using  tile.  They 
also  manufacture  brick,  and  did  an  extensive  trade 
until  1876,  in  which  year  he  establisiied  his  present 
business,  still  owning  a  share  in  the  tile  factory, 
however.  Mr.  Francis'  farm  is  located  on  section 
10,  within  one  mile  of  the  village  of  Forest,  and 
comprises  1 20  acres.  Tiie  residence  which  he  erected 
on  this  farm  in  1882,  is  a  two  and  one-half  story 
and  basement,  and  is  the  only  brick  farm  residence 
in  the  township.  It  is  of  modern  architecture,  and 
contains  all  the  modern  conveniences.  It  occupies 
a  commanding  position  on  the  farm,  and  is  the  ob- 
ject of  admiration  of  all  the  passers-by. 

On  the  1 6lh  of  August,  1881,  Mr.  Francis  was  mar- 
ried to  Ella  S.  Williamson,  daughter  of  William  J. 
and  Nancy  Williamson,  of  Russellville,  Ohio.  She 
was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  1,  1862, 
where  she  resided  until  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  have  had  four  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancy;  those  living  are  named  as  follows: 
Lulu  W.,  Bertha  J.  and  Walter  S.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  are  leadingand  active  members  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  politics  our  subject  is 
an  ardent  Repulilican,  and  for  four  years  was  Treas- 
urer of  the  Board  of  Highway  Commissioners,  in 
which  position  he  acquitted  liimself  with  credit. 
Blr.  Francis  has  popularized  himself  in  his  various 
business  capacities  with  the  substantial  men  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  has  had  considerable  to  do 
with  the  shaping  iif  public  affairs. 

■EORGE  SKINNER,  one  <.f  the  most  gen- 
ial-natured  men  of  Odell  Township,  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  owninga  good  tract 
of  land  on  section  30.  He  was  born  in  Troy,  Ohio, 
on  the  5th  of  December,  1822,  and  was  the  second 
child  in  a  family  of  seven  born  to  Joseph  M.  and 
Lydia  (Stillwell)  Skinner,  natives  of  Pennsjdvania 
and  New  Jersey  respectively.  The  ijateinal  grand- 
parents, George  and  Elizabeth  Skinner,  also  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State,  migrated  to  the  vicinity  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  at  a  time  when  there  were  only  a 
few  log  huts  where  that  great  city  now  stands. 
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Tlie  father  of  our  subject,  upon  reaching  man- 
hood, engaged  in  meichandising  at  Ti'O}',  Ohio, 
and  continneil  lliere  all  his  life.  In  the  meantime 
he  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  He  reared  a  laige  familj',  and 
the  sons  also  followed  mercantile  pursuits  with  the 
exception  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  whose  in- 
clinations were  in  the  direction  of  farm  life.  lie 
was  educated  in  the  city  schools,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  tanner,  which  he  followed  near  his  birth- 
place fifteen  j-ears.  He  then  moved  to  Louisville, 
Ky..  and  engaged  in  the  ice  business  for  six  ycais. 

In  the  year  184!i  Mr.  (Skinner  was  married  to 
Elizabeth Shafer,  who  was  born  in  Lancaster  Count3', 
Pa.,  and  was  the  eldest  child  born  to  Echhard  and 
Rachel  (Smith)  Shafer,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  moved  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day,  and  afterward 
to  Illinois,  where  they  died.  Mr.  Skinner  moved 
from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Livingston  County  in 
1856,  and  bought  2. sO  acres  of  wild  land,  and  a  j'ear 
later  he  moved  his  family  and  located  on  the  farm 
he  now  occupies.  In  the  month  of  May,  18G4,  he 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  He 
h.ad  returned  to  Ohio  on  a  visit,  and  was  one  of  the 
40,000  troops  that  the  Governor  offered  to  the 
Government  for  the  protection  of  the  capital.  He 
was  a  member  of  Compan3'  K.,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Counts,  of  the  56th  Ohio  Regiment,  and  was 
mustered  in  at  Camp  Dennison,  near  Cincinnati, 
and  sent  to  Washington  City,  around  which  they 
were  placed  on  guard  duty  under  the  command  of 
Col.  Ross.  In  the  attacks  bj'  Gen.  Buell,  they  saw 
active  service  at  Fts.  Lincoln  and  Strong.  This 
wag  the  last  attempt  of  the  Confederates  to  reach 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  the  war  soon  closing, 
his  regiment  returned  to  Ohio,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Camp  Dennison.  Mr.  Skinner  remained  in 
Ohio  until  the  following  spring,  and  then  returned 
to  his  home  in  Illinois,  where  he  has  ever  since  lived, 
and  now  owns  290  acres  of  finely  improved  land. 
In  horses  he  makes  a  specialty  of  Cleveland  Bays 
and  Normans,  with  a  preference  ffir  Durham  cattle 
and  Cotswold  sheep.  He  is  an  active,  enterprising- 
farmer,  one  who  has  traveled  much  East,  West  and 
North,  as  well  as  having  made  a  journey  to  Califor- 
nia, but  be  has  never  yet  found  a  place  that,  in  his 
judgment,    surpasses    Illinois,   and     especially    the 


county  of  Livingston.  Mr.  Skinner  is  not  an  office- 
seeker  in  any  sense  of  the  word,  but  is  active  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  part}'.  The  or.ly  office 
he  ever  consented  to  hold  was  that  of  School  Di- 
rect(jr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skinner  are  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  living:  Loretta  L.,  Clara 
L.,  Elias  Freeman,  Rachel  Lydia,  Lucy  L.,  Mattie 
L.,  Echhart,  Joseph  M.,  Luella  L.  and  Emma  L. 
Lucj'  L.  died  from  an  injury  received  in  a  runaway 
accident  when  a  child;  Loretta  married  John  Fowl, 
and  lives  in  Odell  Township;  Clara  married  Joseph 
French,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  the  same  township; 
Freeman  is  a  railroad  conductor  in  Nebraska; 
Rachel  married  James  Jones,  a  tinner  by  trade, 
who  lives  in  Illinois;  Mattie  married  J.  W.  Adams, 
who  is  now  General  Passenger  Agent  in  California; 
Echhart,  Joseph,  Luella  and  Emma  are  living  with 
their  parents  at  home.  The  children  are  all  well 
educated,  and  have  had  advantages  which  fit  them 
for  professional  lives.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  nearly  all  the  chil- 
dren belong,  and  in  which  the  father  is  an  Elder. 
They  constitute  a  family  which  is  deservedly  popu- 
lar in  the  community  where  the}'  reside. 


IHLETUS  A.  LEONARD.  After  having 
spent  an  active  life  in  agricultural  pursuits 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  thrown  off 
the  cares  of  business  and  has  retired  to  a 
life  of  rest  in  the  city  of  Odell.  Mr.  Leonard  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  2Uh  of 
August,  1834,  and  was  the  j'oungest  of  a  family  of 
three  children  born  to  Jarvis  and  Lavisa  (Gillett) 
Leonard. 

Jarvis  Leonard  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1807,  and  was  t)ie  son 
of  IClisha  and  Chloe  (Mason)  Leonard,  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut  respectively.  This  gen- 
tleman was  drawn  out  for  personal  defense  at  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  when  the  British  invaded 
the  United  States  from  the  north,  but  was  not  a 
regular  soldier.  It  is  supposed  that  his  maternal 
grandparents  were  natives  of  New  York,  but  the 
record  of  their  lives  was  never  preserved.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Leonard  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
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in  his  latter  years,  but  his  early  life  was  devoted  to 
the  passenger  packet  line  service  on  the  Erie 
Canal  before  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  was 
built.  He  was  a  retired  farmer  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  December,  1886.  The 
three  children  born  to  his  first  vvife  were  named 
Eliza  J.,  Mortimer  E.  and  Philctus  A.  Their 
mother,  Lavisa  Gillett,  died  when  Pliiletiis  was 
about  six  months  old.  The  father  afterward  mar- 
ried Esther  Pierce,  a  native  of  P^rie  County,  N.  Y., 
who  bore  him  one  child,  Mason  J.,  and  died  in 
1844.  He  was  a  third  time  married,  to  Mrs.  Anna 
Tenhroeck,  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y. ;  she  was  born  in  1804  and  now  lives 
upon  the  home  farm  with  a  younger  sister.  By  this 
union  there  were  no  children. 

Philetus  A.  Leonard  was  reared  to  farm  life  by 
his  grandparents  in  Cattaraugus  Co.,  N.  Y..  where  he 
and  his  brother  remained  until  the  second  marriage 
of  his  father  occurred,  when  the  brother  vvent  to 
live  with  his  father.  Philetus  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  while  living  on  the  farm,  and  re- 
ceived a  partial  academic  course.  He  was  never 
associated  with  his  brother  and  sisters  from  his  in- 
fancy, and  as  a  consequence  the  four  children  are 
almoststi'angers  to  each  other.  They  were  never  to- 
gether but  once  in  their  lives,  and  then  only  at  one 
meal. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Leonard's  grandparents 
he  went  to  his  father's  home,  where  he  remained 
three  years,  then  being  in  his  nineteenth  year.  He 
then  left  home,  and  entered  the  academy  at  Aurora, 
Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  one  year  and 
then  taught  school  one  3'ear.  Following  this  he 
entered  Rushford  Academy,  Allegany  County,  and 
remained  three  years,  and  then  taught  school  one 
winter,  and  spent  the  summer  in  a  cheese  factory. 
In  1859  he  came  west,  and  traveled  through  Mis- 
souri, but  at  that  time  the  country  w.as  engaged  in 
a  guerrilla  warfare,  and  he  found  nothing  to  encour- 
age settlement,  so  he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  set- 
tled in  Will  County,  where  he  eng.aged  in  farming 
and  teaching.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  returned 
to  New  York,  and  on  the  7th  of  March  married 
Augusta  Cherryman,  the  youngest  of  three  daugh- 
ters of  Reuben  and  Hannah  M.  (Hackett)  Cherry- 
man.    She  was  born  on  the  15th  of  May,  1839,  and 


her  father  was  bom  in  England  on  the  31st  of 
August,  1814,  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (.Tenner)  Cherryman,  of  England.  Han- 
nah M.  H.acket  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Clienango 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1811,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  M.njor  and  Eunice  (Kinney) 
Uacket,  also  natives  of  New  York.  Reuben  was  a 
Baptist  preacher,  and  served  in  the  ministry  for 
more  than  fifty  years  in  Western  New  York,  and  is 
one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  association.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  still  residing  in  the  field 
of  their  labors,  and  considering  their  ages,  are  re- 
markable workers. 

Mr.  Leonard  and  his  vvife  first  settled  in  Will 
County  when  thev  came  to  Illinois,  where  they 
rented  and  managed  a  farm  for  six  years,  and  then 
came  to  Livingston  Count}-.  During  his  winters  in 
Will  County  he  taught  school,  but  upon  his  re- 
moval to  this  count}'  he  at  once  bought  160  acres 
of  improved  land  in  Odell  Township,  near  the  town 
of  Odell,  where  he  settled  and  began  life  as  a  far- 
mer. For  about  twelve  years  he  lived  upon  his 
farm  and  cultivated  it,  during  which  time  he  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  more.  In  1878  he  removed  to 
the  city  of  Odell  and  retired  from  active  life,  his 
health  being  completely  broken,  and  further  .activ- 
ity on  the  farm  entirel}'  out  of  the  question.  In 
1831  he  purchased  lots  on  which  he  erected  a  fine 
residence,  in  which  he  has  since  lived,  and  now  de- 
votes his  time  to  his  home  and  the  farm,  which  is 
rented.  To  him  and  his  wife  four  children  were 
born,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  They  have 
adopted  two  children,  Charles  A.  and  Belle.  Charles 
mariied  Belle  Timmins,  of  Laf.ayette,  Ind., and  lives 
in  Ciliiodland,  that  .State,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
farming.  They  have  two  children,  Mary  and  a 
babe;  Roy,  the  oldest  child,  is  dead. 

Mr.  Leonard  is  deeply  interested  in  the  educa- 
tional and  moral  i)rogress  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives,  and  while  on  the  farm  was  one  of 
the  representative  members  of  the  School  Board. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  are  earnest  supporters  of  that  societ}'.  They 
were  largely  instrumental  in  bringing  tlie  Chautau- 
qua Reading  Circle  to  its  present  state  of  develop- 
ment. Mrs.  Leonard  is  a  forcilile  and  interesting 
writer,  and  has  frequentl}'  entertained  the  society 
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with  the  productions  of  her  pen.  Mr.  Leonard  is 
the  possessor  of  a  fine  lilinu'v,  and  is  also  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  t'iirle.  to  which  lie  gives  the 
fruits  of  his  careful  researches.  It  may  be  truth- 
fully said  that  among  the  literary  people  of  Odell 
they  have  no  peers. 
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LEXANDER  ALGEO.     Prominent  among 
y/lj\    the  self-made  men  of  Livingston  Countj', 
llfw    "''"J  started    willi   nothing  but  their  own 
gffl'  indomitable  [lerseverance  and  enei'gy,  and 

who  have  made  a  financial  success  in  life,  is  the 
gentleman  named  at  the  head  of  this  biographical 
sketch,  who  is  living  on  section  l.i,  Owego  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Ireland  on  the  iid  of  Sep- 
tember, 18-31,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Martha 
A.  Algeo,  also  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  The3' 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing-named survive:  Eliza,  .lohn.  William,  Alex- 
ander, James,  Robert,  Joseph  and  Samuel. 

Alexander  Algeo  was  reared  in  his  native  coun- 
try until  he  reacheil  the  age  of  nineteen,  when  he 
emigrated  to  America.  The  education  which  was 
afforded  him  was  rather  limited,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  facilities  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion in  the  place  of  his  nativity.  In  the  3'ear  1849 
he  took  passage  for  America,  in  a  sailing-vessel  at 
Londonderry,  and  after  a  voyage  of  about  six 
weeks  landed  at  the  port  of  Philadelpiiia,  whence 
he  proceeded  to  Chester  County,  Pa.,  where  for  a 
period  of  aliout  eighteen  months  he  was  employed 
in  a  rolling-mill  at  Pha-nixville  in  that  county.  He 
then  went  to  Safe  Harbor,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  was  employed  for  several  years  in  a  roll- 
ing-mill. A  few  years  before  tlie  breaking  out  of 
the  (  ivil  Wai-  he  migrated  to  Illinois,  where  he 
lived  Ijoth  in  LaSalle  and  Marshall  Counties  until 
the  year  lui)'.}.  when  he  moved  to  Livingston 
C'ountj'  and  settled  on  scclinn  If),  Owego  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  remained  ever  since. 

Mr.  Algeo  was  married,  on  ihe  lOth  of  Jainiary, 
ISliC,  to  Mrs.  Jane  Welch,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  have  had  thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are 
now  living — .Samuel  J.,  Hamilton,  Martiia  J.,  Rob- 
ert, William,   Margaret.  Mary,  Joseph,    Elsie  and 


David.  The  names  of  the  deceased  were :  Alex- 
ander, Ralph  and  George.  When  Mr.  Algeo  ar- 
rived in  America  his  cash  capital  amounted  to 
ftft^-  cents,  a  very  small  basis  upon  which  to  expect 
to  build  a  fortune,  but  he  lost  no  time  in  finding- 
something  for  his  willing  hands  to  do,  and  during 
his  residence  in  this  country,  by  industry-,  perse- 
verance and  good  management,  he  has  succeeded 
in  accumulating  250  acres  of  valuable  land,  on 
which  he  has  erected  good  buildings  and  provided 
with  good  stock. 

Mr.  Algeo  votes  the  Democratic  ticket,  but  has 
never  been  a  seeker  of  olHce  at  the  hands  of  that 
or  an^-  other  party.  For  the  good  he  is  able  to 
accomplish  he  has  consented  for  several  years  to 
serve  as  Director  of  School  District  No.  5.  and 
takes  great  pride  in  furthering  the  educational  in- 
terests of  that  district.  He  is  a  man  in  whom  his 
neighbors  repose  the  greatest  confidence,  and  he  has 
established  a  business  reputation  which  makes  his 
verbal  obligations  as  good  as  his  written  bond. 


t^  o-^):;<^ 
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^^  HARLES  L.  ROMBERGER,  the  leading  at- 
:l(  toruey  and  counselor-at-law  at  Dwight,  is  of 

^^J^'  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  of  German  an- 
cestry, who  were  pioneers  of  that  State,  and  came 
to  these  shores  shortly  after  the  landing  of  William 
Penn,  settling  in  one  of  the  valleys  of  the  Susque- 
hanna River.  The  great-great-grandfather  of  our 
subject,  accompanied  by  a  brother,  was  the  first  of 
the  family  who  arrived  in  this  country'.  Luther  D. 
Romberger,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  Ijorn  in  Dauiiliin  County,  Pa.,  and  when  a 
young  man,  in  185(;,  lie  came  to  Illinois  and  settled 
at  Princeton.  Here  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  store, 
in  which  occupation  he  remained  until  1859.  From 
Princeton  he  went  to  Wyanet  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  for  eight  years.  While 
living  at  Wyanet,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1860,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Francisco,  daughter  of  Obe- 
!  iliah  and  Louisa  Weaver.  To  them  have  been  born 
I  two  childien,  whose  names  are:  Emma L.,novv  Mrs. 
Frank  H.  Hoffman,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Charles  L. 
i    Mr.    Romberger   returned    to    Princeton    in    1808, 
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where  he  continued  in  the  mercantile  business,  un- 
til 1874,  when  he  disposed  of  his  store.  He  was  a 
prosperous  bvisiness  man  and  accumulated  consid- 
erable real  and  personal  property.  In  political 
matters  Mr.  Romberger  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and 
socially  he  is  a  Mason  of  the  ;32d  degree.  He  is 
still  residing  at  Princeton,  wholl3'^  retired  from 
active  business.  He  takes  great  interest  in  bee 
culture  and  has  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  apia- 
ries in  the  State.  In  1886  he  shipped  over  15,000 
pounds  of  choice  comb  honey  to  New  York  Cit^'. 
Mr.  Romberger  possesses  remarkable  perseverance 
and  energy,  and  by  steady  industry  has  worked 
himself  up  in  the  world.  His  father  died  when  he 
was  but  an  infant,  and  from  the  time  he  was  eight 
years  of  age  he  was  obliged  to  depend  upon  him- 
self, and  is  truly  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune. 
He  is  a  man  of  great  force  of  character,  and  re- 
markable business  ability,  and  by  extensive  reading 
has  made  himself  one  of  the  best  infoiined  men  in 
that  section  of  the  State. 

Charles  L.  Romberger,  our  subject,  was  born  on 
the  12th  of  June,  1862,  and  his  j'outh  was  passed 
in  gaining  an  education.  He  was  graduated  in  the 
classical  course  at  the  Princeton  High  School  in 
1880,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  .same  year  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  the  .State  of 
Michigan,  and  was  graduated  in  1882,  as  a  Bachelor 
of  Law,  at  nineteen  j-ears  of  age.  While  attending 
the  law  school  he  spent  his  vacations  at  the  law 
office  of  Henderson  &  Trimbcll  at  Princeton,  111. 
In  the  fall  of  1882  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Mayo  &  Widmer,  at  Ottawa,  and  attended  to  their 
office  business  until  1884.  He  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  the  bar  of  Illinois,  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  Ottawa  in  1883,  and  came  to  Dwight  in 
January,  1884,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  1884,  Mr.  Romberger 
was  married  to  Miss  Nellie  Ensign,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Martha  Ensign. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Romberger  have  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  daughter,  upon  whom  they  have  con- 
ferred the  name  of  Louise ;  the  date  of  her  birth 
was  Aug.  26,  1887.  Mr.  Romberger's  political  affili- 
ations are  with  the  Republican  partj',  and  in  a  soci- 
ety way  he  has  reached  the  seventh  degree  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
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bers  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Mr.  Romber- 
ger has  the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  and  able 
lawyer,  a  careful  and  conscientious  business  man, 
and  already  enjoys  a  largo  and  lucrative  practice. 

l^s^  AMUEL  C.  BRECKENRIDGE  came  to 
^^^  the  West  twenty-one  j'ears  ago,  in  1866. 
Ift/^j)  He  first  crossed  the  Mississipi)i  southwest 
into  ^Missouri  wliere  he  staid  three  months, 
intending  to  return  t<i  Indiana,  but  on  his  way 
stopped  in  Livingston  County  to  visit  ;in  uncle, 
and  wisely  concluded  to  remain  here.  It  proved  a 
fortunate  decision  both  for  himself  and  the  com- 
munity where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has 
improved  a  good  farm  and  contributed  his  full 
share  toward  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
this  section.  He  has  always  taken  a  warm  interest 
in  the  progress  of  his  adopted  county,  and  in  his 
township  has  served  as  Assessor,  Supervisor  and 
School  Director.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  1858,  and  has  since  contin- 
ued one  of  its  most  useful  members.  Upon  reach- 
ing his  majority,  he  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
a  cordial  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  was  born  in  Clinton  County, 
Ind.,  Nov.  29,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Martha  (McCreight)  Breckenridge.  natives  of  Ohio. 
The  father's  ancestors  were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent, 
and  the  mother's,  it  is  supposed,  for  several  gener- 
ations were  residents  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Breck- 
enridge family  was  represented  in  this  country  at 
an  early  day,  probably  befoie  the  Revolutionary 
War.  When  our  subject  was  a  child  three  years 
of  age,  his  parents  removed  to  Brown  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  attended  school  during  his  child- 
hood and  youth.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  late 
war  he  enlisted  in  Battery  F,  1st  Regiment,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  Sept.  2,  1861.  The  regi- 
ment, was  sent  to  Camp  Dennison  where  it  re- 
mained until  February  14  following,  and  was  then 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumlierland  under 
command  of  Gen.  Buell.  Its  first  campaign  was 
in  Kentucky,  and  after  the  fall  of  Ft.  Donelson,  in 
which    it    took    part,    it    went   south    and  partici- 
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pated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  Mr.  B.  was 
here  taken  ill  and  left  in  the  hospital  at  Columbia, 
while  his  division  went  on  to  Shiloh,  where  he 
joined  it  lhirt3--four  daj'S  later.  It  marched  to 
Corinth,  Miss.,  and  was  jtresent  at  its  evacua- 
tion, soing  thence  to  Decatur,  Ala.,  where  it 
crossed  the  Tennessee  Ri^■er  and  ^^■as  eonstantlj- 
skirmishina'  with  the  enemy  all  the  wa_y  back  to  the 
Ohio  River.  After  a  three  days'  rest  at  Louisville. 
Ky..  it  fought  in  the  battle  at  Perry  viUe,  September 
8.  and  afterward  met  the  enemj^  at  various  other 
points  until  it  reached  Murfreesboro.  After  the 
memorable  engagement  at  this  point  came  the  fight 
at  Stone  River,  which  began  December  31  and  con- 
tinued five  days.  At  this  place  Mr.  Breckenridge 
received  a  slight  wound,  which  would  have  been 
far  worse  if  his  canteen  had  not  checked  the  force 
of  the  bullet.  Upon  its  return  to  Murfreesboro, 
•it  rested  for  a  period  of  104  days,  when  it 
started  for  Chattanooga,  where  it  met  the  enem^', 
and  afterward  at  Chickamauga,  where  17,000  Union 
soldiers  were  killed,  wounded  or  captured.  At  this 
place  also  Mr.  B.  received  another  slight  wound 
from  the  fragment  of  a  shell.  He  was  in  the  sub- 
sequent battle  at  Chattanooga,  after  which  he  went 
to  Nashville,  where  he  with  his  comrades  closed  up 
one  term  of  enlistment,  and  immediately  entered 
upon  another.  At  this  time  he  was  given  a  thirty 
days'  furlough,  and  upon  his  return  to  his  regiment 
participated  in  the  battle  at  Decatur,  Ala.,  which 
proved  the  winding  up  of  his  fighting.  He  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Dennisou, 
Ohio,  in  July,  1865,  and  the  following  year  came 
west,  as  we  have  stated. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  was  married.  March  29,  ISGD, 
to  Mrs.  :Martha  .J.  (  McMillan)  I<:dgington.  Mrs.  B. 
is  the  daughter  of  Wifliam  and  Eliza  McMillan, 
and  svas  born  in  Rook's  Creek  Township,  Nov.  27, 
1838.  She  was  the  eldest  of  four  children,  and  was 
first  married,  Oct.  20,  1857,  to  D.  Kdgington,  by 
whom  .she  became  the  niollici'  of  two  children — 
William,  born  .Sept.  I'J,  185H,  and  Robert,  Oct.  13, 
1800.  Her  brother,  Robert  H.,  is  uninairied  and  a 
resident  of  the  Indian  Tei-i'itory;  James  C.  died  in 
1880,  agcfl  thirty -six  years;  William  D.  is  a  rosi- 
<lent  of  this  county  and  has  two  children.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  B.  are   the  parents  of   five  children,  namely : 


Andrew,  who  was  born  June  26,  1870;  James  Por- 
ter, Aug.  20,  1871;  Rosa,  Dec.  19,  1873;  Aaron 
Douglas,  Nov.  15,  1877,  and  Jesse,  Dec.  24,  1882. 
Mr.  Breckenridge  was  the  youngest  child  in  a 
famil}^  of  seven,  all  of  whom  lived  to  mature  years. 
His  brother  Robert  is  a  resident  of  Frankfort,  Ind. ; 
Elmer  is  married,  has  several  children,  and  lives  in 
Johnson  County,  Kan.;  William  Porter  is  married, 
and  with  his  family  resides  in  Adams  County,  Ohio; 
Rebecca  was  the  wife  of  W.  O.  McCreight,  and  died 
about  1867,  leaving  three  children  who  are  living 
in  Adams  County,  Ohio;  James  Stewart  married, 
and  became  the  father  of  three  children  who  are 
residents  of  LaFayette,  Ind. ;  he  is  now  deceased. 
Sarah  Jane,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Adamson,  of  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  died  al>out  1866,  leaving  one  child. 

yjEV.  JOHN  HOOBLER  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Pa.,  Aug.  2,  1801,  and  at  the  close 
of  a  busy  and  useful  career  departed  this 
life  at  his  son  Fred's  home  in  Newtown 
Township,  April  16,  1886,  aged  eighty-four  j'ears, 
eight  months  and  fourteen  days.  He  organized 
the  first  society  of  the  United  Brethren  in  New- 
town Township,  and  besides  his  ministerial  duties, 
officiated  as  an  Elder,  and  was  otherwise  one  of  the 
pillars  of  the  church  during  his  lifetime.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and  kindly  im- 
pulses, and  adorned  his  profession  by  his  daily  walk 
and  conversation. 

Mr.  Hoobler  remained  in  his  native  Stale  until  a 
young  man  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  mi- 
grated to  Montgomery  County,  Ohio.  After  a 
short  residence  in  that  locality  he  removed  to  Indi- 
ana, remaining  in  Fountain  County  a  brief  time, 
and  in  1826  changed  his  residence  to  Vermillion 
County,  where  he  resided  a  good  many  j-ears. 
^^'llcrever  it  was  his  lot  to  be,  he  invariably  made 
his  mark  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilitj', 
and  in  1836  was  elected  to  represent  Vermillion 
County  in  the  Indiana  Legislature,  of  which  body 
he  was  a  member  several  years.  In  1847  he  again 
started  westward,  locating  first  in  Vermilion  Coun- 
ty, this  State,  whence  he  came  to  Livingston  in 
1851.     He  had  already  been  deeply  interested  in 
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church  matters,  and  at  this  time  had  been  chosen 
Presiding  Elder,  officiating  tlms  six  years  in  the 
Central  Illinois  Conference.  In  1 X72  he  returned  to 
Perrysville,  Ind.,  and  engaged  as  a  local  preacher 
until  returning  to  this  county  in  1874,  where  he 
spent  the  last  twelve  j'ears  of  his  life. 

In  1851  Mr.  Hooliler  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Newtown  Township,  and  soon  afterward 
entered  1,400  acres,  which  was  mostly  devoted  to 
pasture.  He  was  foremost  in  all  the  enterprises 
calculated  to  encourage  the  moral  and  educational 
welfare  of  the  people,  and  while  for  over  fifty  j'ears 
he  was  a  laborer  in  the  Master's  vineyard,  he  also 
in  the  meantime  built  up  a  good  homestead  and 
superintended  the  cultivation  of  a  large  tract  of 
land.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  saj'  that  he  spent 
few  idle  moments,  his  various  interests  requiring 
his  attention  continually,  either  at  one  point  or  an- 
other. While  in  Indiana  he  traveled  a  district  em- 
bracing over  100  miles,  and  besides  his  legislative 
duties,  attended  the  general  conference  and  was 
always  prominent  in  the  councils  of  his  church.  In 
early  life  he  had  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  later  adopted  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  was  a  strong  Prohibitionist.  During  the 
agitation  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  he  was  most 
radically  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed,  and  lifted 
up  his  voice  at  every  opportunity  in  behalf  of  those 
in  bondage.  In  1854  he  was  nominated  Count}' 
Judge  against  Judge  Babcock,  but  tlie  county  be- 
ing Democratic  he  was  defeated  with  the  balance 
of  his  ticket. 

Mr.  Hoobler  was  married  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  while  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  Miss  Rebecca  Fetterhoof,  the  wedding  taking- 
place  in  the  spring  of  1821.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  June  5,  1796.  and  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  Newtown  Township 
Aug.  6,  1871.  During  their  life  together  of  more 
than  fifty  j'ears,  Mrs.  Hoobler  had  been  the  faithful 
and  sympathizing  companion  of  her  husband,  stand- 
ing bj'  his  side  in  all  his  difficulties,  and  encourag- 
ing him  in  all  his  just  purposes.  Her  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  New  Michigan,  and 
she  is  kindlj'  remembered  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends. 

Mr.  Hoobler  was  again  married,  Feb.  17,  1872, 
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to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Hulick,  who  was  also  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  Feb.  21,  ISIG.  She  is  still  living 
and  a  resident  of  \'ermilioM  Countj',  111.  Mr. 
Hoobler  was  the  father  of  eleven  children,  namely: 
Jeremiah,  a  resident  of  Livingston  County;  Jemi- 
ma, the  wife  of  Jacob  Kuns;  David,  John  F., 
Frederick;  Mary,  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Fleshman;  An- 
drew J.,  William  O.,  Julia,  Daniel,  and  Catherine, 
the  wife  of  D.  Gonty. 
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,'ik^\  ^■'^-  KLIZAHETH  BLUE,  located  on  sec- 
tion 10,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  is  the 
daughter  of'Jolin  Johnson,  and  was  born  in 
McLean  County,  this  State,  Dec.  19,  1831. 
When  she  was  about  eighteen  months  old  her  par- 
ents came  to  Rook's  Creek  Township,  where  she 
has  since  resided.  She  received  a  limited  eduea-' 
tion  in  the  district  .schools,  and  when  about  twentj' 
years  of  age  was  united  in  marriage  with  Benjamin 
Hinton  Blue,  Julj'  .'!,  18.')1.  The  young  people  be- 
gan life  together  on  a  f;u'm  on  Wolf  Creek,  Liv- 
ingston Countj'. 

Mr.  Blue  was  born  in  Ohio  about  1824,  and  v^s 
the  son  of  Garrett  and  Jane  (Soniers)  Blue,  who  it 
is  supposed  were  natives  of  Virginia.  They  emi- 
grated to  Illinois  in  the  pioneer  days,  about  1830, 
and  endured  in  common  with  the  people  of  that 
time  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  life 
in  a  new  country.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Blue,  with 
two  brothers,  the  wife  of  another  and  the  child  of 
another,  died  of  cholera  in  Pontiac  Township,  in 
1849.  The  parental  household  included  eight  chil- 
dren, who  were  named  as  follows:  Daniel,  Mary 
Ann,  Benjamin  II.,  Matilda,  Polly  J.,  Keziah,  Gar- 
rett and  Rebecca.  Daniel  died  Sept.  3,  1849,  and 
left  a  wife  and  two  children;  Mary  Ann  was  mar- 
ried three  times,  and  became  the  mother  of  eleven 
children;  Matilda,  Mrs.  Ross,  is  deceased;  Polly 
J.  was  twice  married,  and  became  the  mother  of 
two  children;  she  is  now  a  resident  of  Missouri. 
Keziah,  the  wife  of  Howard  Gentrj',  had  one  child, 
and  is  now  deceased ;  Garrett  died  unmarried, 
when  twenty-three  years  old;  Rebecca  died  in 
infancy. 

Mr.  and    Mrs.  Blue   became   the   parents  of  six 
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children — Frances  II.,  Sarah  Ann,  Daniel  Harvey, 
Oliver  H..  Clara  E.  and  JIary  Olive.  Frances  11. 
is  the  wife  of  Andrew  S.  MciMillaii,  and  a  resident 
of  Rook"s  Creek  Township;  .Sarah  Ann  married 
John  Neifing.  a  farmer  of  Pontiac,  and  has  five 
children:  Daniel  Harvey  is  married,  and  the  father 
of  two  children;  he  lives  at  Odell,  111.  Oliver  H. 
and  Mary  Olive  remain  at  home;  Clara  E.  is  the 
wife  of  Robert  Algeo,  has  one  child,  and  is  living' 
near  Swygert,  this  connty.  Mr.  Bine  politicall}^  is 
Democratic,  and  religionsly  holds  to  the  Baptist 
docti-ine.  The  farm  comprises  forty  acres,  with 
comfortable  buildings,  and  is  principally  covered 
with  timber. 
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UFUS  W.  BABCOCK,  agent  of  the  C.  ct  A. 
R.  R.  Co.  at  Pontiac,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  township,  where  he 
^iQ-  has  been  a  resident  for  over  thirtj'  3'ears. 
Upon  first  comuig  to  this  county  he  purchased  a 
fai-m  on  section  36,  which  he  disposed  of  three 
years  afterward  to  engage  in  merchandising,  and 
conducted  a  general  store  for  a  period  of  twelve 
years.  He  flnall_y  disposed  of  this  to  enter  the  em- 
ploy of  the  great  corporation  with  which  he  lias 
since  been  connected. 

Mr.  Baboock  is  a  man  of  mucii  force  of  character, 
and  upon  coming  to  Centi'al  Illinois  identified  him- 
.-elf  with  the  interests  of  his  adopted  county.  He  was 
the  first  Mayor  of  Pontiac,  and  afterward  offici.ated 
as  Alderman,  besides  serving  as  Town  Clerk  and 
.School  Trustee  a  number  of  years.  The  community 
which  has  known  him  so  long  and  so  well  holds  him 
in  general  respect,  and  he  has  contributed  materi- 
ally to  the  welfare  of  tlie  people. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Austerlitz,  Columbia 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  wliere  he  wjis  born  July  29,  1822.  He 
is  the  son  of  Elislia  and  .Sophia  (Mather)  Babcock, 
natives  respective!}'  of  Hampshire  and  Franklin 
Counties,  Mass.  His  father  was  for  a  number  of 
years  engaged  in  tlie  manuf.-icture  of  carriages  and 
wagons,  and  was  numbeied  among  the  substantial 
business  men  <if  Colunibi;i  Count}'.  He  was  a  pi'om- 
inent  man  in  his  county,  and  repiesented  his  town- 
ship in  the  Board  of  .Supervisors.     He  was  an    ar- 


dent admirer  of  the  brotherhood  of  Masomy,  and 
a  man  distinguished  for  his  patriotism.  He  joined 
the  State  Militia  during  the  troubles  of  1812,  and 
marched  with  his  regiment  to  Boston,  but  was  not 
called  into  active  fighting.  He  died  in  Austerlitz 
about  1854,  and  the  mother  followed  her  hu.sband 
to  the  silent  land  three  years  later.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Elisha  Babcock,  .Sr., 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  after- 
ward a  pensioner.  He  married  a  Miss  Burt,  of 
Northampton.  His  native  town  was  Easthami)ton, 
where  he  followed  the  chair  and  pump  business,  and 
died  about  1837.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ston- 
ington,  Conn.,  and  a  seafaring  man,  who  com- 
manded a  privateer  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  Babcock  family  was  of  English  descent,  and 
this  last-mentioned  gentleman  was  probably  its  first 
representative  in  America.  The  maternal  grand- 
fathei'  of  our  subject  was  William  Mather,  who 
married  Miss  Tirzah  Morton.  He  was  a  native  of 
Boston,  and  his  wife  of  Franklin,  Mass.  Grand- 
father Mather  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  afterward  carried  on  an  extensive  business  as 
a  contractor  and  bridge-builder,  which  he  followed 
from  the  time  he  was  a  young  man  until  he  labored 
no  longer.  He  was  the  son  of  William  Mather,  Sr., 
also  a  native  of  Boston  and  captain  of  a  merchant 
ship,  and  who  followed  the  sea  until  retiring  from 
active  business.  He  also  was  of  English  descent, 
and  claimed  kinship  with  Rev.  Cotton  Mather, 
whose  name  was  sj'nonymous  with  the  religion  and 
morality  of  those  days. 

Rufus  W.  Babcock  spent  his  younger  days  un- 
der the  p.arental  roof,  and  .attended  the  village 
school  until  a  youtii  of  seventeen  3'ears.  He  was 
ambitious  and  fond  of  his  books,  and  now  com- 
menced teaching,  which  he  followed  six  winters  in 
succession  and  employed  his  leisure  time  in  the 
study  of  law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  when 
twent_y-three  j'eai's  of  age,  and  for  ten  j'ears  follow- 
ing practiced  succe.ssfuUy  as  attorney  and  solicitor 
Me  had  always  been  interested  in  the  cause  of  ed- 
ucation, keeping  himself  well  posted  in  the  best 
methods  of  modern  instruction,  and  on  account  of 
this  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  City  Schiiols 
in  his  native  town,  where  he  also  officiated  as  Town 
Clerk.     He  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  184ft,  nu- 
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cler  the  aclininistration  of  James  K.  Polk.  In  1856 
he  left  the  Empire  State,  and  sooii  afterwarrl  began 
his  creditable  career  in  the  West. 

Mr.  Babcock  was  married,  Feb.  24,  1847,  to  I\Iiss 
Elizabeth  Reed,  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Mass., 
and  the  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Miranda  (Morton) 
Reed.  She  was  born  in  1818,  and  is  the  grand- 
daughter of  Justin  Morton,  who  was  well  and  fa- 
vorabl}'  known  throughout  Franklin  Count3^  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Babcock  have  one  child,  a  son,  Benn  C, 
who  was  born  in  November,  1863,  and  married 
Miss  Ella  Harrington,  of  LaCrosse,  Wis.,  where  he 
is  now  a  telegraph  operator.  Our  subject  is  Dem- 
ocratic in  politics,  and  although  not  meddling  much 
with  the  factions  of  the  day,  keeps  himself  well 
posted  upon  matters  of  local  interest.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Livingston  County  National 
Bank,  and  owns  a  good  residence  on  Howard 
street. 

AVID  HOOBLER,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers vf  Livingston  County,  and  whose 
pt>rtrait,  with  that  of  his  estimable  wife,  is 
presented  in  this  connection,  first  purchased 
land  in  Newtown  Township  in  the  spring  of  1854, 
of  which  he  took  possession  three  years  later.  Thi.s 
was  before  the  time  of  railroads  thi'ough  this  sec- 
tion, and  when  farm  produce  was  transported  to 
market  twenty-four  miles  away  by  horse  and  ox 
teams.  Mr.  H.  knows  all  about  the  difficulties  of  life 
in  a  new  country',  and  as  soon  as  he  became  a  j^outh 
he  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  in  common 
with  both  old  and  young  of  that  time,  made  himself 
as  useful  as  was  possible.  Livingston  County  dur- 
ing that  period  of  its  existence  had  no  place  for 
idlers,  and  the  person  who  declined  to  engage  in 
some  useful  occupation  was  soon  constrained  to 
''move  on." 

Our  subject,  who  commenced  busines.s  life  in  a 
modest  manner,  with  little  capital  save  his  strong- 
hands  and  res(jlute  will,  many  years  ago  became  one 
of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  community  and  agi'i- 
cultural  interests  of  Newtown  Township.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  line  farm  of  443  acres,  which  is  oj^erated 
bj'  tenants.  Mr.  Hoobler  carries  on  general  mer- 
chandising at  Manville,  which  is  located  on  the 
Wabash  &  Pacific  Railroad  about  fifteen  miles  north 


of  Pontiac.  He  makes  his  pm-chases  in  Chicago, 
and  keeps  a  large  and  well-selected  stock  of  every- 
thing required  in  the  village  and  country  houseiiold 
as  well  as  the  lighter  farm  implements.  He  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  tliroughout  tlie  northern  part 
of  Livingston  Count3',  and  has  accumulated  a  fine 
property  through  his  own  industry  and  good  man- 
agement, as  well  as  the  assistance  of  his  own  and 
his  wife's  parents. 

Mr.  Hoobler  was  Ijorn  in  Vermillion  County,  Ind., 
May  7,  1828,  of  which  locality  he  remained  a  resi- 
dent until  a  young  man  twenty-three  years  old,  with 
the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  Vermilion,  111. 
lie  was  married  in  his  native  county,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  18.57,  and  then  took  up  his 
abode  permanentlj'  with  his  family  in  Newtown 
Townsliip.  They  first  settled  near  what  was  then 
called  New  INIicliigan,  and  which  was  one  of  the 
largest  towns  in  the  county  at  that  time.  He  farmed 
in  that  locality  two  years,  and  subsequently  oper- 
ated a  farm  adjacent,  which  he  had  purchased  a 
short  time  before  the  building  of  the  Wabash  Rail- 
road in  1871.  In  Newtown  Township  he  purcha.sed 
land  on  section  21,  where  he  followed  farming  suc- 
cessfully until  1  869,  and  the  year  following  invested 
a  part  of  his  surplus  cash  in  a  stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise. Since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
trade  and  numbers  his  patrons  among  the  best  jieo- 
ple  of  Newtown  Township  and  vicinity. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Rebecca 
(Fetterhoff)  Hoobler,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  former  born  in  1801,  and  the  latter  in  1795. 
Mrs.  Hoobler  was  a  remarkably  active  old  lady,  and 
at  the  time  of  her  death  in  1870,  although  seventy- 
five  years  old,  had  scarcely  a  gray  hair  on  her  head, 
while  her  teeth  were  all  perfect.  Her  husband  sur- 
vived her  several  years,  although  he  had  been  ill 
for  a  long  time,  having  received  an  injury  from  a 
fall  which  partially  disabled  him.  He  died  in  April, 
1886,  when  eighty-four  years  old.  John  Hoobler 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  Ver- 
million County,  Ind.,  from  1836  to  1840,  and  or- 
ganized the  first  United  Brethren  Church  in  Ver- 
million County,  Ind.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  still  living.  Of 
the  deceased  two  died  when  quite  young.  William 
0.  married  and  reared  a  large  family,  and  accumu 
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lated  a  handsome  property:  he  died  when  forty- 
five  years  old.  Those  living-  are  Jeremiah,  who 
was  born  in  1822,  a  third  time  married,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Newtown  ToT\-nship:  Jemima  is  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Kuns.  a  farmer  of  Newtown  Township; 
Catherine  married  David  Gouty,  and  lives  in  In- 
diana :  David,  om-  subject,  was  the  fifth  child ;  John 
F.  is  married  and  lives  in  Missouri ;  Mary  M.  is  the 
wife  of  John  W.  Fleshraan,  of  Streator,  111. ;  Fred- 
erick is  married  and  resides  on  the  old  liumestead; 
Andrew  J.  is  carrying  on  general  merchandising  in 
Manville. 

Our  subject,  after  reaching  manhood  and  laying 
his  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  future  home, 
chose  for  his  companion  Miss  Sarah  Fleshmau,  of 
Indiana,  to  whom  he  was  married  at  the  home  of 
the  bride  in  Perrysville,  Ind.,  March  15,  1853. 
Mrs.  Hoobler  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
(Charley)  Fleshmau,  and  was  born  in  A'ermillion, 
Ind..  April  3,  1831.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Virginia  and  Kentucky  respectively,  the  former 
born  Nov.  18,  1795,  and  the  latter  Aug.  3,  1798. 
They  were  married  Dec.  25,  1815.  William  Flesh- 
man  was  a  very  industrious  and  capable  man,  a  nat- 
ural mechanic,  and  built  the  first  boat  that  was  run 
on  the  Wabash  &  Erie  Canal,  in  Vermillion  County, 
Ind.,  in  the  year  184G,  making  his  headquarters  at 
Perrysville,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  locks.  He  was 
a  zealous  Christian  and  with  his  wife  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
household  included  twelve  children,  namely:  Will- 
iam, who  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  Harding,  both 
deceased ;  Christina,  who  married  George  Weir  and 
lives  in  Logansport,  Ind. :  Amos,  a  resident  of  Ver- 
million, Ind. ;  lilizabeth  and  Susan,  deceased;  John 
W.,  a  resident  of  this  State ;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Hoobler,  and 
Martha  and  Mary,  twins,  now  living  in  Livingston 
County,  111.  Mr.  Fleshman  identified  himself  with 
the  Kepulilican  party  after  its  organization,  but  af- 
terward cast  his  influence  in  support  of  Prohibiti<in. 
being  the  first  man  in  his  township  to  pievent  the 
use  of  liquor  liy  hi-  men  in  the  harvest  field.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife  both  diefl  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  ^'ermillion  County.  Ind. 

The  children  of  Mr.  ami  Mrs.  Ilooblei'  arc  re- 
corded as  follows:  Sarah  R.  was  born  Oct.  19,  1854, 
and  died  Nov.  2,  1866;  Lilly  Belle  was  bom  July 


28,  1861,  was  married  to  William  G.  Hohenshell, 
Oct.  28,  1884,  and  is  living  with  her  husband  on 
the  farm  of  her  father;  Zua,  born  Jan.  5,  1867,  and 
Norton,  Jan.  15,1 869,  are  at  home  with  their  parents.. 
Mrs.  H.,  who  has  inherited  largely  the  piety  and 
force  of  character  of  her  lamented  father,  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  subject,  politically,  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  served  two  years  as  Su- 
pervisor. He  has  filled  most  of  the  township  offices 
in  his  townshij),  notwithstanding  it  is  verv  strongly 
Republican,  which  shows  what  honesty  and  integrity 
will  accomplish.  Such  noble  traits  wOl  generally 
be  recognized  b3'  any  comnuniity. 

^1  EPHAS  COE.     Among  the   well-to-do  far- 
'  mers  of   Livingston  County,  who  have  sue- 
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ceeded  through  individual  effort,  economy 
and  judicious  management,  in  acquiring  a  handsome 
property,  both  real  and  personal,  our  subject  de- 
serves prominent  mention.  He  is  living  upon  his 
large  and  productive  farm  on  section  9,  Reading 
Township,  and  in  addition  to  the  cultivation  of 
cereals  is  extensivel}'  engaged  in  raising  high-grade 
stock. 

Mr.  Coe  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  14th  of  November,  1853.  He  is 
the  son  of  Silas  and  Ruth  (Church)  Coe  (see  sketch 
of  Girard  Fordyce).  The  parental  family  of  our 
subject  included  the  following-named  children: 
William,  who  was  born  Jan.  28,  1837,  died  Oct.  4, 
18G4;  Joanna,  born  March  26,  1839;  John,  June 
12,  1842;  Henry,  born  Feb.  14,  1845,  died  on  the 
7th  of  February,  1865;  Joseph,  born  Dec.  25,  1847; 
Sarah,  Nov.  2,  1850;  Cephas,  Nov.  14,  1853;  Lile 
Ann,  Feb.  28,  1857,  and  Robert  G.,  Feb.  4,  1860. 

Our  subject  was  married,  on  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1879,  to  Miss  Caroline,  a  daughter  of  Benja- 
min and  Mary  (Latham)  Barackman.  The  father 
was  born  Dec.  11,  1824,  and  the  mother  Sept.  1, 
1830.  The  latter  was  the  daughter  of  Lyman  S. 
and  Mary  A.  ((^allop)  Latham.  Mrs.  Coe's  parents 
were  married  on  the  13th  of  April,  1847,  and  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following-named  children: 
Daniel,  Prudence  E.,  Mary  A.,  Franklin,  John,  Car- 
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oline  M.,  Charles,  Willis  H.  and  Benjamin.  Dan- 
iel, born  Jan.  9,  1 8.50,  married  Ida  Fleshman,  and 
they  have  three  children ;  Prudence  E.,  born  Feb. 
11,  18.52,  married  Joseph  Coe,  and  they  now  reside 
in  California;  Mary  A.,  born  Jan.  13,  1854,  died 
Dec.  27,  1856;  Franklin,  born  Dec.  17,  1855,  died 
Dec.  24,  1860;  John,  born  May  6,  1858,  died  Oct. 
3,  1859;  Caroline  M.,  born  Dec.  24,  1860;  Charles 
M.,  born  Dec.  28,  1862,  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Western 
Universitj'  at  Bloomington,  111.;  Willis  H.,  born 
May  11,  1865,  is  now  attending  school  at  Dixon, 
111.;  Benjamin,  Jr.,  born  July  18,  1867,  died  Nov. 
29,  1867. 

To  Cephas  Coe  and  wife  five  children  were  born  : 
Robert  and  Roland,  twins,  were  born  Julj'  2,  1880, 
and  died  in  infancy;  Ivy  Bell,  born  April  18,  1882; 
Prudy  E.,  Nov.  15,  1884,  and  Charles  J.,  Jan.  15, 
1887. 

Mr.  Coe's  farm  consists  of  240  acres  of  good 
land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  except  eighty 
acres,  which  is  located  on  section  10.  He  has 
placed  2,400  rods  of  tiling  on  this  f.arm,  and  has 
therefore  much  Improved  its  productiveness.  Mr. 
Coe  is  an  active  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  evinces  considerable  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters, especially  of  a  local  nature.  He  has  filled  the 
office  of  Township  Assessor,  and  is  now  Treasurer 
of  the  township  school  funds.  Mr.  Coe  belongs  to 
the  Christian  Church,  and  Mrs.  Coe  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  they  warmly  espouse 
all  movements  for  the  betterment  of  the  societ}'  of 
which  thej'  form  a  part. 


OLIVER  P.  McDowell,  in  the  towns  and 
villages  of  Illinois  are  many  venerable  men 
who  desire  to  pass  the  remaining  days  of 
their  lives  where  there  is  more  bustle  and  activity 
than  on  a  fai-m.  These  are  men  who  have  devoted 
many  long  j'ears  to  opening  and  improving  the 
country,  and  having  attained  the  ends  they  sought 
in  the  occupation  of  farming,  prefer  to  engage  in 
other  business  where  returns  are  quicker  if  not 
surer.  They  are  the  sterling  men  of  the  villages 
and  towns,  and  their  counsel  and  advice  are  often 


sought  and  alwaj'S  valuable.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  both  a  retired  farmer  and  business  man, 
and  resides  in  Fairbury.  He  was  born  in  Scioto 
County,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1827,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Price)  McDowell, 
with  whom  he  remained  on  the  farm  doing  his 
share  of  the  work  and  attending  the  common  schools 
until  he  reached  his  majority.  In  1850  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  Avoca  Township,  Living- 
ston Count}',  on  the  Vermilion  River,  where  he 
purchased  lands  in  the  spring  of  1850,  which  he  oc- 
cupied in  the  fall  of  the  same  year. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1858,  Mr.  McDowell  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emily  Mj^ers,  who  was  born  on  the 
25th  of  Mareii,  1832,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Eli  and  Catherine  (Umphen- 
our)  Myers,  natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  came  to  Illinois  in  1850,  and  was  a  Dea- 
con of  the  Baptist  Church  for  manj'  years.  He  was 
born  in  1796,  and  died  in  1869  near  Chenoa.  The 
mother  was  also  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  lived  a  true  Christian  life.  She  was  born  in 
1809  and  died  in  Illinois  in  1875.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  McDowell 
was  the  oldest,  and  the  others  were :  William  A. 
married  Eliza  St.  John;  Joseph  E.  married  Ruth 
St.  John ;  Matilda  married  James  McDowell,  who 
was  killed  at  ^Mcksburg,  June  15,  1863,  while  a 
member  of  the  3d  Illinois  Cavahy,  in  which  he  en- 
listed in  1862;  he  left  a  wife,  and  one  child,  named 
Lillian,  since  deceased.  Benjamin  F.  married  Miss 
Sophia  Macy;  Samuel  D.  married  Miss  Ada  St. 
John ;  Charles  F.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Waggoner, 
and  Nelson  J.  married  Miss  McElhany.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McDowell  have  had  seven  children — Osmer 
M.,  Laura  C,  Emma,  Joseph  E.  L.,  Addie  E., 
Charles  P.  and  Luella. 

In  1865  Mr.  McDowell  relinquished  his  occupa- 
tion as  a  farmer  and  moved  to  Fairbury,  where  he 
engaged  in  wagon-making,  in  which  business  he  re- 
mained one  year  and  then  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business,  which  he  conducted  successfullj'  for 
twenty  years.  In  1887  he  disposed  of  this  busi- 
ness and  retired  from  active  life.  He  owns  some 
farm  land  in  Livingston  County,  and  has  recently 
made  some   land    purchases    in   Sherman    County, 
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Kan.  Mre.  McDowell  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  the  affairs  of  which  she  taiies 
much  interest.  Mr.  McDowell  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, and  continues,  as  he  has  in  the  past,  to  give 
the  men  and  measures  of  that  party  his  hearty 
support.  The}'  have  accumulated  sufficient  of 
means  and  property  tci  make  them  comfortable  dur- 
ing- the  remaining  days  of  their  lives. 


J ^  AMES  E.  BLAKE,  a  prosperous  and  promis- 
I     ing   young    farmer,    located   on  section  27, 
l{    Amitj'  Township,  was  born  on  the   12th  of 
J)    September,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph 

Blake,  who  was  a  native  of  Maine,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  27th  of  March,  1812;  he  died  on  the 
9th  of  July,  1875.  At  one  time  he  was  the  owner 
of  44:0  acres  of  laud  valued  at  $25  per  acre,  and 
owned  at  the  time  of  his  death,  after  giving  to  his 
children  and  selling  some,  130  acres  v.alued  at  $40 
per  acre.  He  came  to  Ohio  in  earlj'  childhood  with 
his  parents,  and  on  the  loth  of  Januarj',  1835,  he 
was  married  to  Drusilla  Carpenter,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  on  the  22d  of  November,  1815, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  (Ball) 
Carpenter. 

Joseph  Blake  was  of  a  famil}'  of  twelve  children, 
whose  names  were  as  follows:  Daniel,  Lucy,  Samuel, 
Sarah,  Mary,  Cresia,  Jane,  James,  Jason,  Nancy, 
John  and  Josejjh.  Daniel  was  by  occupation  a  far- 
mer, and  died  at  the  age  of  about  eight^'-six ;  Lucy 
married  Lemuel  Ruker,  and  was  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  were  living  at  the  time  of  her 
death;  Samuel  Blake  married  Sarah  Ann  Reese, 
and  thej'  had  a  famijy  of  six  cjiildrcn,  three  of 
whom  are  now  deceased ;  he  vvas  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  died  at  Fontiae.  Sarah  married  Gai-- 
land  Ruker,  and  they  had  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living;  Mary  married  Peter  Bryon, 
and  they  are  both  dead;  Cresia  married  Allen 
Ruker,  and  they  had  a  family  of  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  are  dead ;  Jane  married  William  Far- 
ley, and  died  leaving  six  children;  James  and  Ja- 
son were  twins;  James  married  Rosanna  Archer, 
and  is  now  dead;  Jason  married  T.  Ruker;  Nancy 
married  William  Ruker,  has  a  family  of  seven  chil- 


dren,  and  resides  in  Monroe  County,  Iowa;  John 
married  Jane  Bowersock,  is  a  Methodist  preacher 
residing  in  Kansas,  and  has  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  18s0,  James  E.  Blake 
was  married  to  Ann  Eliza,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Eunice  (Ruker)  Allen.  By  this  union  there  have 
been  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living :  Car- 
rie Di-usilla,  born  Sept.  13,1882;  Henry  Edward, 
Jan.  10,  1884,  and  Flossie  Maud,  July  15.  1886. 
Mr.  Blake  is  by  occupation  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  manages  the  130-acre  farm  which  be- 
longs to  his  mother,  for  her  use  for  life.  He  is  one 
of  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  who  were  born  in 
the  following  order :  Robert,  Aaron,  Daniel,  Reason 
Henry,  Joseph  W.,  Mary  Jane,  Margaret  A.,  Win- 
field  Scott,  Alexander,  Elizabeth,  James  Edwards 
John  Columbus  and  Caroline  Josephine.  Robert  was 
born  Oct.  8,  1 835,  in  Ohio,  and  was  married  on  the 
24th  of  August,  1860,  to  Lucinda  Stephens;  to  them 
have  l)een  born  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living;  he  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  now  lives 
in  the  city  of  Lawrence,  Kan.  Aaron,  born  on  the 
6th  of  March,  1837,  in  Ohio,  and  died  in  Illinois 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1869;  Daniel  was  born  in 
Ohio,  Dec.  16,  1838,  and  married  in  Illinois  on  the 
28th  of  May,  1861,  to  Desoline  Erp,  and  had  a  family 
of  thirteen  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  living; 
they  now  reside  in  Rook's  Creek  Township,  this 
county.  Reason  Henry  was  born  in  Ohio,  Dec.  25, 
1841,  and  died  in  that  State  May  8,  1842;  Joseph 
\V.  was  born  in  Ohio,  Aug.  31,  1842,  and  died 
May  4,  1843,  in  Ohio;  Mary  Jane  was  born  in 
Ohio,  June  28,  1844,  and  was  married  in  Illinois, 
June  25,  1851,  to  Homer  Erp,  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  they  have  had  .seven  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living;  Margaret  A.  was  born  in  Ohio, 
Oct.  4,  1846,  and  was  married  on  the  11th  of  No- 
vember, 1868,  in  Illinois,  to  D.  C.  McClelland;  they 
have  one  child  and  live  in  Kansas.  AViufleld  Scott 
was  born  in  Ohio,  Dec.  20,  1.^48,  and  was  married 
in  Illinois,  July  30,  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  Stephens; 
tliey  have  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  Alexander  was  born  in  Ohio, 
Dec.  18,  1850,  and  died  in  that  State  June  25, 
1857;  Elizabeth  was  born  in  Ohio,  July  6,  1852, 
and  married  Samuel  Wert,   March  31,  1870;  they  ^ 
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have  a  family  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, and  now  reside  in  Amity  Township.  John  Co- 
Inrabus  was  born  July  20,  18.57,  in  Illinois,  and 
married  Jeanetta  Lucas;  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren, tliree  of  whom  are  living  in  Amity  Township. 
Caroline  Josephine  was  born  in  Illinois,  Oct.  30, 
18.59;  she  was  the  wife  of  .Samuel  K.  Reynolds,  and 
died  May  1,  1887,  leaving  two  children. 

James  E.  Blake,  at  the  time  this  sketch  is  written, 
docs  not  own  any  land  of  his  own,  but  witii  his  energy 
and  business  habits,  seconded  hy  the  efforts  of  his  esti- 
mable wife,  he  will  not  be  many  yeiirs  in  accumulat- 
ing a  competencj'.  They  are  both  deservedl}' 
popular  with  the  people  among  whom  they  live. 

<if?AMES  MORTLAND,  a  pioreer  resident  of 
I  Livingston  County,  is  the  owner  of  a  snug 
I  home  in  Newtown  Township,  where  he  is 
^^jl/  now  living  coraparativelj'  retired  from  active 
labor,  and  watched  over  by  the  affectionate  care  of 
iiis  daughter.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter 
in  early  life,  and  for  man3'  years  worked  at  this  in 
connection  with  farming,  and  accumulated  snfflcient 
means  to  enable  hirti  to  pass  his  declining  years  in 
ease  and  comfort. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  April 
20,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Marj'  (Van- 
derlin)  Mortland,  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State. 
James  Mortland  was  born  May  10,  1798,  and  de- 
parted this  life  at  his  home  in  Butler  County,  Pa., 
June  10,  1871.  The  mother  was  born  about  1799, 
and  died  Feb.  12,  1877,  in  Butler  Count3%Pa.  Her 
father,  John  Yanderlin,  w.as  born  and  died  in  Bnt- 
ler  County,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  and 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety -six  3'ears.  His 
.son,  Stephen,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  finallj'  met  an  ac- 
cidental death  by  a  fall  on  the  ice. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  to  farming 
pursuits,  which  he  carried  on  extensively  in  Butler 
County,  and  was  a  man  of  much  force  of  character, 
becoming  identified  with  the  political  affairs  of  that 
section.  He  was  an  uncompromising  Democrat, 
politically,  an<l  there  were  few  public  enterprises  in 
which  he  was  not  prominent.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  ten  children,  of  whom  but  three  are 


living:  Elias  is  married,  and  the  father  of  six  chil- 
dren; he  occupies  a  part  of  the  old.  homestead,  liv- 
ing under  the  same  roof  wliere  he  was  born,  and,  it 
is  believed,  the  roof  under  which  his  father  before 
liim  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light.  Stephen 
lives  on  another  part  of  tlie  homestead,  is  married 
and  the  father  of  six  children,  two  deceased. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  at  home  un- 
til aj'outh  of  eighteen  years,  and  then  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  serving  a  three  \'ears'  apprentice- 
ship under  the  instruction  of  James  Griffin,  of  his 
native  county.  The  latter  is  still  living,  and  eighty- 
five  years  of  age.  He  came  to  this  countj"^  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  but  subsequently  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  Penns}']  vania.  Young  Mortland  worked 
at  his  trade  five  years  in  his  native  county,  tlien 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Newtown  Township  in 
the  winter  of  1856,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
As  a  b03'  at  school  he  was  fond  of  his  books,  and 
made  the  most  of  his  opportunities,  and  was  en- 
gaged as  School  Trustee  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years. 
He  was  soon  recognized  as  a  valuable  accession  to 
this  community,  and  is  now  serving  his  fifth  term 
as  Assessor.  His  genial  disposition  and  upright 
course  in  life  have  secured  him  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Mortland,  not  long  after  coming  to  Living- 
ston Count3',  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Mar- 
garet Lund3',  who  became  his  wife  Aug.  13,  1857. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Enocli  and  Delphia 
(Houchin)  Lund3',  and  Ijorn  in  Newtown  Township, 
where  she  lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 
She  was  a  3'oung  bride,  being  little  more  than  six- 
teen 3'ears  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  her 
birth  taking  place  March  14,  1841.  The  wedding 
was  celebrated  at  lier  father's  house,  a,nd  Rev.  John 
Hoobler,  who  is  written  of  elsewhere  in  this  Album, 
ofticiated.  The  young  people  lived  with  friends  six 
months,  then  commenced  housekeei)ing  in  a  modest 
dwelling  in  Newtown  Township.  In  due  time  they 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children :  William  C, 
born  M.ay  28,  1858,  was  married  to  Miss  Mattie 
May  Hoobler,  Jan.  30,  1881,  and  is  farming  in  New- 
town Township;  Mar3' .Susannah,  born  Feb.  1,1860, 
became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Ziegler,  Aug.  22,  1881; 
they  are  also  living  on  a  farm  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship.    Rosella  Catherine,  born  May  23,  1861,  is  the 


r 


=t^ 


i 


-U 


r66 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY, 


4 


wife  of  Frederick  Conner,  married  Aug.  21,  1881 ; 
they  live  in  the  village  of  Alanville,  and  Mr.  C.  is 
engaged  in  farming.  James  Enoch,  born  Nov.  21, 
1863,  died  April  8,  1865;  John  H.,  born  Feb.  1, 
1867,  died  Feb.  10,  1869;  Candace  Delphia,  born 
Dec.  6,  1870,  is  the  sole  companion  of  her  father's 
home,  the  wife  and  mother  having  departed  this  life 
July  26,  1881.  The  youngest  child.  Pearl  May, 
was  born  June  4,  1880,  and  died  Jan.  23,  1884.  ■ 

Mrs.  Mortland  was  a  lady  highly  respected  in  her 
community,  and  an  active  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  in  the  prosperity  of  which  she  tooli 
a  great  interest.  Our  subject  has  never  been  very 
active  in  politics,  but  thoroughly  believes  in  Re- 
publican principles,  which  he  has  supported  since 
the  second  election  of  A.  Lincoln. 


JOHN  COOMER,  a  retired  capitalist,  and  the 
first  resident  of  Fairbury,  is  a  New  En- 
glander  by  birth  and  spent  his  early  years 
in  Glover,  Orleans  Co.,  Vt.,  where  his  birth 
toolj  place  May  4.  1817.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Mason)  Coomer,  natives  respectively  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts.  The  father 
was  of  French  descent  and  died  in  Vermont  in 
1864;  the  mother  descended  from  an  excellent 
old  English  family  and  preceded  her  husband  to 
the  silent  land  in  1859.  John  Coomer,  Sr.,  was  a 
farmer  bj'  occupation  and  died  a  poor  man,  leaving 
nothing  to  his  two  children,  our  subject  and  his 
sister  Sarah,  who  married  William  Wolcott,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Glover,  V^t. 

Our  subject  early  in  life  was  made  acquainted 
with  its  cares  and  responsibilities,  and  received  but 
a  limited  education.  'After  reaching  his  majority 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's 
trade,  which  he  followed  about  sixteen  j'ears.  Sub- 
sequently he  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  continued 
in  Vermont  until  1848,  when  he  made  a  flying  trip 
to  the  West,  and  determined  upon  a  permanent 
settlement  in  this  section  of  country.  He,  however, 
returned  to  New  England,  and  was  detained  there 
seven  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
started  again  for  the  West,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  child,  and  journeyed   first  to  Michigan, 


where  they  took   up  their  abode  for  a  year,  when 
they  came  to  Chenoa,  111.,  and  lived  five  months. 

In  1857  Mr.  Coomer  with  his  family  came  to 
Fairbury,  arriving  on  the  31st  of  December.  There 
was  then  no  sign  of  a  town,  and  Mr.  Coomer  was 
the  first  to  settle  upon  its  present  site.  It  seems, 
iiowever,  that  speculators  had  intended  to  lay  out 
a  town  here  and  rumors  to  this  effect  had  been 
published  in  the  Peoria  papers.  People  soon  be- 
gan to  come,  and  Mr.  Coomer  in  due  time  estab- 
lished a  lumber-yard  which  was  quite  well  patron- 
ized as  the  town  began  building  up.  Eight  j'ears 
later  he  sold  out,  and  with  the  capital  accumulated 
commenced  loaning  money  and  officiating  as  gen- 
eral real-estate  agent.  He  seemed  well  adapted  to 
this  vocation  and  was  remarkably  fortunate  in  his 
investments.  He  has  now  ten  houses  and  lots  in 
the  village,  and  a  fine  tract  of  350  acres  of  valua- 
ble land.  He  has  done  more  than  any  other  man  to 
build  up  the  town,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
old  landmarks  who  will  be  sadly  missed  when  he 
shall  have  been  gathered  to  his  fathers.  He  has 
been  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party 
since  its  organization,  and  served  as  Assessor  for  a 
period  of  seven  years. 

Mr.  Coomer  was  first  married  to  Miss  Jenette 
Abbott,  who  lived  onl}'  six  months  after  her  mar- 
riage. His  present  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
March  18,  1845,  was  formerly  Miss  Harriet  N. 
Cheney,  who  was  born  June  16,  1821,  in  Orleans 
County,  Vt.  The  wedding  took  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  Orleans  Count}',  Vt.,  the  officiating 
minister  being  Rev.  Elias  Kilby,  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  Her  parents,  Joel  and  Olive 
(Hill)  Cheney,  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire, 
the  father  of  Welsh  and  the  mother  of  English  an- 
cestry. Mr.  Cheney  was  a  farmer  of  ordinary 
means,  and  the  parental  household  included  eight 
children,  namely:  Oracy,  Harriet,  Milo,  Eleanora, 
Wealthy  W.,  Augustus  G.,  Hubert  P.  and  Olevia. 
The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Mr.  Cheney  was  born  in  1791,  and  de- 
parted tliis  life  in  1857.  The  mother  was  born  in 
1795,  and  died  in  the  city  of  Albany,  Vt.,  July  6, 
IKtil.  She  was  !\  lady  highly  esteemed  and  a  mem- 
bei-  in  good  standing  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.   Coomer  have  two  children,  a  sou 
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and  a  daughter — Allen  C.  and  Fanny  M.  AUen  C. 
was  born  in  Vermont,  April  12,  1847,  and  married 
Miss  Louisa  Cox;  he  is  now  engaged  in  conducting 
a  boarding-house  in  Kansas  City.  Fanny  M.  was 
born  March  30,  1863,  and  remains  at  home  with 
her  parents.  Mrs.  Coomer  is  a  member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

-,->>■ -o^-^Q^^/^-o^ *<-— 

1^  felLLIAM  II.  CORNWELL,  son  of  .Solomon 
\/\j/l  ^-  '^"'^  Emily  (Morrison)  Cornwell,  was 
W^  born  at  Princeville,  Peoria  County,  this 
State,  Jan.  14,  1844.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pur- 
suits, and  received  a  common-school  education,  and 
after  a  service  of  three  years  and  ten  months  in  the 
Union  army,  settled  down  in  Waldo  Township, 
where  he  has  since  been  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected citizens  of  Livingston  Count}-. 

The  war  record  of  our  subject,  having  formed  a 
most  important  period  of  his  life,  we  give  in  sub- 
stance as  follows:  He  was  but  eighteen 3'ears  of  age 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  but  notwithstand- 
ing his  youth,  was  admitted  to  Companj'  D,  Ilth 
Illinois  Cavalrj'.  He  marched  with  his  comrades 
to  the  field  of  conflict,  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Shiloh,  luka  and  Corinth,  being  at  the  latter  place 
captured  by  the  rebels,  but  paroled  fifteen  days 
afterward.  He  remained  at  .St.  Louis  until  the  fol- 
lowing February,  when  he  was  exchanged  and  joined 
his  regiment  at  Jackson,  Tenn.  He  afterward  met 
the  enemy  in  several  skirmishes  in  Tennessee  and 
Northern  Jlississippi,  and  thence  went  with  the  army 
of  Gen.  Siierman  from  Vicksburg  to  Meridian,  dur- 
ing which  raid  his  regiment  captured  a  gun  from 
the  rebels,  and  then  returned  to  Vicksburg,  where 
it  veteranized  and  was  granted  a  thirty  days'  fur- 
lough. 

Young  Cornwell,  after  visiting  his  friends  at 
home,  returned  to  Vicksburg,  and  with  his  regiment 
was  detailed  to  patrol  the  river  along  this  point. 
He  afterward  took  part  in  the  charge  at  Port  Gib- 
son, where  the}'  captured  the  entire  battery  of  the 
enemy,  and  thence  going  to  Memphis,  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  Gen.  Grierson,  and  as- 
sisted in  cutting  off  Hood's  communication  with  the 
main  armj'.     In  December,  18G4,they  captured  the 


troops  of  Gen.  Forest  besides  a  train-load  of  arms 
and  provisions  for  Hood's  army.  On  the  28th  of 
the  month  thej'  seized  Egypt  Station  with  about 
500  prisoners.  Mr.  Cornwell  was  here  wounded  by 
a  musket  ball  which  passed  entirely  through  his 
hip.  He  was  carried  off  the  field,  and  being  left 
behind,  was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Anderson- 
ville,  the  horrors  of  which  he  endured  until  after 
the  surrender  of  Lee.  He  was  then  released,  and 
received  his  honorable  discharge  in  Springfield,  111., 
on  the  22d  of  July,  1806.  His  record,  like  that  of 
hundreds  of  others,  about  whom  history  has  been 
silent,  was  one  of  hardship,  danger  and  privation, 
but  he  possessed  the  same  indomitable  spirit  which 
sustained  his  comrades  and  led  them  to  endure  suf- 
ferings which  could  not  be  described  by  words. 
He  received  the  commendation  of  his  superior  offi- 
cers, and  enjoyed  the  respect  of  his  comrades,  and 
is  one  of  the  brave  few  who  remain  to  tell  the  tale 
of  life  in  a  Southern  prison. 

Upon  his  retirement  from  the  army,  Mr.  Corn- 
well  returned  to  his  home  in  Peoria  Count}',  and 
commenced  farming  on  land  belonging  to  his  father. 
After  thus  securing  a  good  start  in  life,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Thomson, 
of  Brirafield,  Peoria  County,  Rev.  Samuel  Smith  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  officiating.  The 
wedding  took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  Feb. 
28,  1 867.  The  young  people  remained  in  Peoria 
County  until  the  spring  of  1870,  and  then  removed 
to  a  tract  of  land  which  the  elder  Cornwell  had  pre- 
viously purchased,  and  which  has  since  been  their 
home.  This  was  deeded  to  our  subject  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  in  1872  he  purchased  160  acres  ad- 
ditional on  sections  1  and  12.  Here  he  has  carried 
on  farming  and  stock-raising  after  the  most  modern 
and  approved  methods,  and  has  embellished  the 
township  with  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  pro- 
ductive farms  within  its  limits. 

Mr.  Cornwell,  in  1875,  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  which  office  he  has  since  held,  and  has  also 
served  six  years  as  Commissioner  of  Highways. 
He  has  been  Township  Collector,  and  has  repre- 
sented the  township  in  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors most  of  the  time  since  1884.  He  is  a  stanch 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  a  Trustee  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  he  has 
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been  connected  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  fact 
that  he  has  been  a  continuous  office-holder  in  a 
towiiship  strongh-  Democratic,  speaks  well  for  his 
popularity  as  a  citizen. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cornwell  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, all  living  and  born  as  follows:  Albert  "W., 
•Sept.  27.  180i>;  Lester  P.,  Nov.  28,  1871;  Charles 
A.,  Jan.  13,  187G;  Hubert,  Dec.  20,  1881;  Mabel, 
Jan.  25.  1883,  aud  David,  March  IG,  1886.  Mr. 
Cornwell  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  four  children. 
His  eldest  brother,  Charles  A.,  is  a  practicing  law- 
yer of  Peoria,  111.;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  El- 
liott, a  skillful  architect,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
farming,  and  lives  at  Princeville,  having  two  chil- 
dren: Addie  married  H.  W.  Crawford,  Station 
Agent  at  Monica,  111.,  aud  has  one  child. 

Solomon  and  Emily  Cornwell  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Dutchess  Countj*.  N.  Y.,  and  New 
Haven,  Conn.  The  former  was  born  in  1812,  and 
the  latter  about  1815.  Thej^  are  both  living,  and 
still  residents  of  Princeville.  The  paternal  great- 
gi-eat-grandfather  was  a  Scotchman  b3'  birth  and 
ancestry,  while  on  the  mother's  side  our  subject  is 
of  English  descent.  Mrs.  Cornwell  was  born  at 
Brimfield,  Peoria  Co.,  111.,  Oct.  24,  1849.  She  is 
in  all  respects  the  suitable  helpmeet  of  her  husband, 
looking  well  to  the  domestic  affairs  of  the  home- 
stead. 
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AVID  S.  CRUM.  There  are  sections  of 
Illinois  which  are  almost  wholly  settled  by 
riJJ^^  Pennsylvanians,  and  it  is  an  invariable 
rule  that  where  such  is  the  case  there  can 
be  found  thrift,  intelligence  and  morality  deeply 
rooted.  It  is  characteristic  of  the  Pennsylvauian 
that  wherever  yon  find  him,  no  matter  what  his  vo- 
cation in  life  may  be,  you  find  him  a  man  of  parts. 
If  he  is  a  farmer,  he  is  a  good  farmer;  if  he  is  a 
stockman,  he  excels  iu  that  line  of  business,  and 
f  he  is  Itoth  farmer  aud  stock-raiser,  you  will  find 
'a  man  who  has  reduced  these  kindred  callings  al- 
most to  a  .science.  It  is  not  inappropriate  to  say 
that  this  is  illustrated  in  the  i^erson  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  whose  stock  farm  is  located  on  sec- 
y  '•ion  17,  Belle  Prairie  Towii.shi|). 


David  S.  Crura  was  born  in  Huntingdon  County, 
Pa.,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1826,  and  is  the  son 
of  Cornelius  and  Margaret  (Gray)  Crum,  natives 
of  Peimsylvania  and  Ireland  respectively.  Cor- 
nelius Criim  was  born  on  the  22d  of  December, 
1790,  and  died  on  the  29th  of  August,  1850,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  where  he  had  moved  from  Pennsyl- 
vania in  September,  1840;  he  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. The  mother  was  boru  Oct.  31,  1799, 
and  died  iu  Ohio  on  the  26th  of  February,  1853. 
The  were  married  on  the  1 1th  of  October,  1811,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Crum  was  Class- 
Leader,  Steward  and  Exhorter  for  many  years.  In 
1836-37  he  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
revised  aud  remodeled  the  constitution  of  the  State 
of  Pennsj'lvania,  which  has  ever  since  been  the  or- 
ganic law  of  that  State,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Ohio  State  Legislature  during  the  years  1.S45- 
46.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz: 
Mary,  Catherine,  Margaret  R.,  John  B.,  Samuel 
D. ;  James  S.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years ; 
David  S.,  William  A.,  Rebecca  T.  and  Sarah  S. 

David  S.  Crum  spent  his  boyhood  days  upon  a 
farm,  performing  his  share  of  the  work  during  the 
summer  months  aud  attending  the  district  school  iu 
winter.  While  atteuding  school  he  made  the  most 
of  the  opi^ortunities  offered,  and  received  more 
than  an  average  education.  In  1851,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four  years,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Walton,  and  two  years  thereafter  came  to  the  West. 
She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1830,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Elizabeth  (Gehman)  Wal- 
ton, who  were  natives  of  England,  and  immigrated 
to  this  country  at  an  early  day.  By  this  marriage 
five  children  were  born,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  living  are:  Dvvight  M.,  who  married 
i\Iiss  Lydia  M.  Van  paten;  Edwin  W.,  who  married 
Miss  Sabra  Vanpaten,  and  Lina  E.,  Mrs.  Peter  Mc- 
Donald. Their  mother  died  in  1860.  When  Mr. 
Crum  located  in  this  count}^,  in  1853,  he  entered 
480  acres  of  Government  land,  of  which  he  sold 
120  acres,  aud  he  has  subsequently  purchased  160 
acres.  In  1862  he  married  IMrs.  Mary  M.  Morgan, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  had  two 
children  :  Mira  A.,  Mrs.  Lorenzo  Alford,  and  Jen- 
nie F.,  Mrs.  George  II.  Bennett.     The  second  wife 
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died  in  1873.  Mr.  Crum  was  a  third  time  married, 
in  1874,  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Parmenter,  a  native  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  who  came  West  when  Iml  a 
child. 

Mr.  Cfiun  and  his  wife  are  members  of  tlie  Meth- 
odist Episcoiml  Church,  of  which  he  has  lieen  Stew- 
ard and  Class-Leader  many  years.  He  can  truly 
be  said  to  be  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  church,  and 
was  one  of  the  principal  members  instrumental  in 
building  Fair  View  Chapel,  which  is  located  on  his 
land.  Mr.  Crum  has  met  with  a  large  measure  of 
success  in  his  calling.  His  farm  now  consists  of 
520  acres,  perfectly  drained  by  the  tile  system,  and 
on  which  he  has  erected  an  elegant  dwelling-house. 
While  in  no  sense  a  politician,  he  is  a  strict  parti- 
san of  the  Republican  party,  and  upon  all  occasions 
does  what  he  can  to  further  its  interests. 

BNER  W.  CAIMP,  a  descendant  of  old 
Revolutionary  stock,  is  a  farmer  and  stoclc- 
li-  i-aiser  on  section  10,  Esmen  Township,  and 
was  born  in  Waterbury,  New  Haven  Co. 
Conn.,  on  the  2(jth  of  December,  1827.  He  was  the 
eldest  child  of  Ephraim  and  Eliza  (Webster)  Camp, 
natives  of  Litchfield  Couutj',  Conn.,  as  were  .also 
his  grandparents,  Ephraim  and  Sarah  (Moss)  Camp. 
'J"he  grandfather  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  volun- 
teering twice,  and  being  drafted  three  times.  He 
was  sixteen  years  old  when  he  first  entered  the 
army,  and  served  five  j'ears.  He  was  one  of  the 
guards  around  the  gallows  at  the  hanging  of  JMaj. 
Andre,  and  was  at  Vallej-  Forge  with  Washington, 
where  he  almost  lost  his  feet  from  exposure  during 
that  terrible  winter.  He  was  urged  to  secure  a  pen- 
sion on  account  of  disability  incurred  in  the  war 
but  always  declined,  stating  that  he  did  not  need  it 
and  the  Government  was  too  poor  to  afford  it. 
The  maternal  grandparents  were  Tola  and  Silence 
(Guernsej')  Webster,  natives  of  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.  Tola  Webster  was  called  to  service  as  Cap- 
tain of  a  cavalry  company,  but  never  saw  active 
service. 

The  father  of  Mr.   Camp  was  a  l)lacksmith   liy 

trade,  but  abandoned   that   calling  early  in  life  for 

watch  and  clock  making,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
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lowed  until  185.5,  when,  to  escape  the  confinement 
involved  he  came  West,  arriving  in  Livingston 
County  on  the  14th  day  of  May  of  tliat  year.  '  His 
first  purchase  of  land  was  on  section  10,  Esmen 
Township,  and  here  lie  remained  until  his  death,  on 
the  9th  of  May,  1877.  He  secured  an  excellent 
little  farm  which  he  put  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation, and  erected  a  blacksmith-shoii  thereon,  in 
which  he  followed  his  old  trade  at  leisure  times. 
He  was  an  active  politician  all  his  life,  and  was  al- 
w.ays  greatly  interested  in  the  leading  topics  of  the 
(Lay.  He  was  an  old-line  Douglas  Democrat.  Tlie 
early  life  of  imr  snbject  was  spent  upon  the  farm, 
and  his  education  was  obtained  in  the  common 
schools.  When  he  came  to  Illinois  he  was  posted 
on  New  England  farming,  but  found  himself  no 
match  for  the  enterprising  "sucker"  until  lie  had 
learned  the  western  methods  of  agriculture.  He  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  parents  until  the  father's 
death,  and  has  never  left  the  old  homestead. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1855,  Mr.  Camp  married 
Mary  E.  Cook,  who  was  born  in  Cheshire,  New 
Haven  Co.,  Conn.,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1834,  and 
was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to 
Aaron  and  Emily  (Hitchcock)  Cook,  who  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  count3-,  where  they  died,  the  for- 
mer on  the  23d  .of  February,  1842,  and  the  latter 
on  the  27th  of  November,  18(!5.  Soon  after  mar- 
riage Mr.  Camp  lu-ought  his  wife  to  the  West,  but 
all  her  family  remained  in  the  East.  Tliey  have 
always  lived  upon  the  old  home  place,  where  thej' 
expect  to  spend  their  declining  years.  Mr.  Camp 
has  .served  the  people  as  Constable  eight  years,  and 
.Justice  of  the  Peace  twelve  years.  He  also  served 
as  Collector  in  1861,  at  a  time  when  the  banks  went 
down  like  straws  before  the  wind,  and  wildcat 
money  was  so  plentiful  that  a  day's  collections  fre- 
quentlj'  would  not  pay  for  a  diiuicr.  He  filled  this 
office  two  terms. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Camp  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  George  A.,  Emily  R..  Henry  A., 
Edward  T.,  Tooty,  Bennie,  Royal  G.,  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy.  George  A.  was  born  Dec.  8,  1857; 
Emily  R.,  Dec.  29,  1859;  Henry  A.,  June  2.5,  1863: 
Edward  T.,  July  2,  1867;  Tooty,  Nov.  22,  1870; 
Bennie,  July  26,1872,  and  Royal  G.,  Oct.  24,  1S7I. 
The  only  survivors  are  George  A.,  Henry  A.  and 
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Ro3-al  G.     Mr.  Camp  takes  an  Hctive  part  in  poli- 
tics, and  votes  witli  tlie  Independent  party. 

George  A.,  the  eldest  son  of  Abner  W.  Camp, 
was  born  in  Livingston  Countj',  111.,  where  he  has 
alwaj-s  resided.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools  of  the  district.  He 
remained  at  home  until  1S84,  when,  on  the  27th  of 
February,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Donohoe,  the 
third  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  Francis 
and  Pleasant  (Furr)  Donohoe,  who  were  natives  of 
Virginia.  When  a  young  man  Mrs.  Camp's  father 
came  to  Illinois,  and  later  in  life  settled  in  Living- 
ston County.  Mrs.  Camp  was  born  in  LaSalle 
County,  111.,  near  Ottawa,  on  the  20th  of  May, 
1864.  She  came  to  Livingston  County  with  her 
parents  in  1868,  where  she  married  Mr.  Camp. 
They  live  on  a  rented  farm  on  section  16,  Esmen 
Township. 
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ONROE  J.  BOSWORTII,  the  son  of  a  pio- 
neer of  LaSalle  County,  and  now  one  of 
the  most  thrifty  farmers  of  Livingston 
Couutj',  residing  in  Sunbury  Township, 
was  born  in  LaSalle  County,  in  what  is  now  known 
as  Miller  Township,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1843. 
His  father,  Carr  W.  Bosworth,  was  born  in  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.,  while  his  grandfather  was  a  farmer 
and  shoemaker  who  spent  his  life  in  that  county. 
The  father  was  left  an  orphan  at  twelve  years  of 
age,  and  found  a  home  with  strangers  till  the  age  of 
seventeen  j'ears,  wjien  he  went  to  Genesee  County, 
where  he  married  and  liyed  until  1842,  when  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Miller 
Township,  LaSalle  County.  In  making  his  jouriiej- 
to  the  AVest  he  traveled  with  teams  to  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  thence  acro.'s  the  L.ikes  by  boat  to  Chicago, 
and  from  Chicago  to  LaSalle  Comity  with  teams. 
Upon  arriving  at  his  destination  he  cnteix'd  Gov- 
ernment land,  on  uliicli  he  Imilt  u  liouse  in  which 
oursuhject  was  h<,ni.  lie  -lill  roidcson  this  farm, 
which  he  iia-  improvcil.  ;uid  erected  thereon  a  good 
chuss  of  l)uil<liuir>.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife, 
the  mother  of  tlie  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  Laura 
Prescott.  .She  was  born  in  (ienesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah 
I-'rescott,  natives  of  New  York.  She  died  on  the 
<■  


homestead  in  1872.  To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren— Monroe  J.,  George  F.  and  Oscar  F.  The  lat- 
ter two  live  on  the  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  attended  the  pio- 
neer schools  in  the  log  school-house  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  work  on  the  farm.  On  the  1 3th  of 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Companj^  L,  15th  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  and  served  until  after  the  close  of 
the  vvar.  His  company  was  the  escort  and  bod^'- 
guard  of  Gen.  Grant  at  the  battle  of  Corinth,  and 
during  his  term  of  service  he  was  in  the  States  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Arkansas  and 
Louisiana.  He  was  taken  prisoner  just  before  the 
battle  of  Corinth,  but  was  paroled  two  weeks  later, 
and  three  months  afterward  was  exchanged.  He 
was  on  detached  service  in  the  Goverinneul  Print- 
ing-Offlee  from  January,  1864,  until  Jul}',  186.5, 
on  the  25tli  of  which  mouth  he  was  discharged  and 
returned  home.  He  lived  on  the  old  homestead  un- 
til 1868,  and  then  came  to  Livingston  County  and 
bought  his  present  farm,  which  at  that  time  was 
wild  land,  at  $12.50  per  acre.  At  that  time  there 
were  but  few  houses  within  sight  of  his  farm.  He 
has  since  erected  frame  buildings  and  has  all  the 
land  improved  and  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. 

On  the  12th  of  October,  1865,  Mr.  Bosworth 
was  married  to  Amelia  Lewis,  a  native  of  Gen- 
esee Countj',  N.  Y.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  three  children — Arthur  L.,  Carrie  E.  and  J. 
Albert.  Mrs.  Bosworth  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
June,  1840.  Her  father,  Deubj' Lewis,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  and  his  father,  Robert 
Lewis,  a  native  of  England,  born  on  the  30th  of 
January,  1770.  He  immigrated  Lo  America  and 
settled  in  Connecticut,  and  later  removed  to  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  Jan.  5,  1859. 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Bosworth  was  reared  a  farmer, 
but  fitted  himself  for  teaching,  and  for  many  years 
taught  school  in  the  winter  and  farmed  during  the 
summer  seasons.  He  reared  a  family  in  Pavilion, 
Genesee  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  Grundy  County, 
111.,  in  1874.  The  maiden  name  of  the  wife  of 
Robert  Lewis  was  Alias  Hall,  who  was  born  Sept. 
10,  1762,  and  died  Oct.  27,  1824. 

Mr.  Bosworth    is   a    member  of  the   Republican 
party,  in  the  welfare  of  which   he  takes  a  lively  in- 
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terest,  but  he  does  not  participate  in  politics  to  the 
extent  of  maliing  him  an  oflice-seeiier.  In  his 
domestic  relations  he  is  very  pleasantly  situated, 
and  his  surroundings  are  such  as  to  make  life  pleas- 
ant and  happy.  In  his  business  affairs  he  siiows 
rare  judgment  and  displays  unusual  enterprise. 
His  success  has  been  equal  to  his  expectations,  and 
the  outlook  for  his  future  is  bright  and  cheerful. 

^^EORGE  A.  WATTS,  of  LaSalle  County,  is 
III  (— ,  one  of  the  most  trusted  business  men  of  the 
^^5!  town  of  Dana,  where  he  is  carrying  on  gen- 
eral merchandising,  keeping  a  full  stock  of  groceries, 
dry-goods,  boots  and  shoes,  and  in  fact  most  of  the 
articles  requii-ed  in  the  village  or  countrj'  household, 
while  he  also  deals  in  all  products  of  field  and  farm. 
He  has  numerous  friends  in  this  county  and  vicin- 
ity, many  of  whom  are  represented  in  this  work. 
His  childhood  home  was  in  the  town  of  Phojnixville, 
Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  2r)th  of 
July,  1845,  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the 
West  in  1847. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  son  of  Thomas  and  Fran- 
ces (Dykes)  A\^atts,  natives  respectively  of  Balti- 
more, Md.,  and  Manchester,  England.  The  elder 
Watts  during  his  early  years  was  superintendent 
of  a  cotton-mill,  and  after  coming  to  this  State,  lo- 
cated in  LaSalle  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  continued  a  resident  until  his  death  in 
Februarj',  1880.  The  mother  had  died  in  Magno- 
lia seventeen  years  previousl}',  in  February,  1863. 
Thomas  Watts  was  three  times  married,  and  by 
his  first  wife  became  the  father  of  Joseph  B.,  who 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Kansas,  and  Mar^' 
Jane,  the  wife  of  Thomas  McGoe,  a  farmer  near 
Gibbon  City.  By  the  second  marriage  there  were 
born  nine  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  John 
W.  secured  a  good  education  and  followed  teach- 
ing; he  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  George  W. 
died  in  infancy ;  James  H.,  a  machinist  of  Grand 
Island,  Neb.,  has  a  wife  and  four  children ;  Thomas 
B.,  of  Bloomingtou,  also  a  teacher,  is  married  and 
has  five  children;  Catherine,  Mrs.  Moore,  of  Say- 
brook,  is  now  a  widow;  George  A. ;  Phuebe  M.,  Mrs. 
'   N.  R.  Baggs,  of  Chillicothe,  111. ;  Fannie,  who  mar- 


ried John  Howell,  of  this  county,  and  with  her  hus- 
band is  now  deceased ;  and  Cornelius,  who  is  farm- 
ing within  two  miles  of  Dana,  and  has  a  wife 
and  one  child. 

The  third  wife  of  Thomas  Watts  was  the  mother 
of  two  children :  Emily,  who  is  unmarried  and  liv- 
ing in  Tennessee,  and  Samuel,  a  lad  of  twelve  years, 
living  with  Joseph  B.  Watts  in  Kansas.  Our  sub- 
ject spent  his  younger  years  in  Magnolia,  and  was 
reared  mostly  to  farming  pursuits.  He  in  early  life 
developed  good  business  qualities,  and  after  reach- 
ing manhood  one  of  his  most  important  steps  was 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Moats,  in  1874. 
Mrs.  Watts  is  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Ann  (Mil- 
ler) Moats,  and  was  born  in  Northampton,  111.,  in 
18.56.  To  her  parents  were  born  three  children — 
Julia,  Louisa  and  Richard.  Louisa  was  born  in 
Northampton,  Peoria  Co.,  111. ;  she  is  now  a  milliner 
in  Chicago.  Richard  is  a  farmer  atid  stock-raiser 
of  Kingman  County,  Kan.  Mrs.  Watts  is  the 
mother  of  the  following  children:  Fannie  M.,  born 
March  24,  1875;  George  R.,  March  8,  1877,  and 
Grace  E.,  April  6,  1882.  Mr.  Watts  completed  his 
education  in  the  State  Normal  School,  and  has  been 
engaged  in  liusiness  at  Dana  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
years.  He  is  independent  in  politics,  aiming  to  sup- 
port the  men  whom  he  considers  best  qualified  for 
positions  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  owns  a 
comfortable  home  and  a  reserve  fund  for  a  rainy 
day. 

APT.  WILLIAM  STRAWN,  ox-Represent- 
ative of  the  Eighteenth  District  in  the 
'  Legislature  of  Illinois,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Odell,  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  7th  of  November,  1822,  and  was  the  second 
child  in  a  family  of  thirteen  born  to  Jacob  and 
Matilda  (Green)  Strawn.  His  father  was  born  in 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  son  of  Isaiah 
.and  Rachel  (Reed)  Strawn.  The  grandfather  was 
a  native  of  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  and  was  the  son  of 
Jacob  and  Christiana  (Purcell)  Strawn,  while  the 
generation  back  of  this  was  represented  by  Lance- 
lot and  Mary  (Cooper)  Strawn.  Lancelot  Strawn 
was  an  orphan  boy  of  Welsh  descent,  but  there  is 
no  trace  of  the  personality   of  his  ancestors.     He 
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emigrated  from  England  during  tiie  latter  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  The  Stravvns  were  a 
part  of  the  Pennsylvania  Colony-,  and  of  the  Quaker 
faith,  while  all  the  generations  were  farmers  and 
prominent  citizens.  Strawntown,  in  Bucks  County, 
Pa.,  was  named  in  their  honor.  On  the  mother's 
side  of  the  house  the  grandparents  were  John  and 
Susannah  (Winters)  Green.  The  Winters  family 
were  of  German  descent,  but  Jnhn  Green  was  of 
English  descent,  and  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  dur- 
ing all  his  life  he  was  a  man  of  pronounced  anti- 
slavery  views. 

Capt.  Strawn's  fatlier  came  to  Illinois  in  1831, 
locating  four  miles  southwest  of  .Jacksonville,  where 
the  mother  died  in  December,  1832.  He  married  a 
second  time,  and  followed  farming  and  dealing  in 
stock  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  home- 
stead near  Jacksonville,  111.,  in  September,  1865. 
When  in  the  prime  of  his  business  career  he  was 
known  as  the  "Cattle  King  of  America"  because  of 
his  large  investments  in  live  stock. 

Capt.  Strawn  began  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  entered  the 
Illinois  College  at  Jacksonville,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  when  he  went 
to  Lane  Seminary  at  Cincinnati,  where  he  spent 
two  years  preparing  for  the  ministry.  His  con- 
nection with  the  church  dated  back  to  his  youth, 
and  was  first  with  the  Presbyterians,  under  whose 
auspices  Lane  Seminary  is  conducted,  but  after- 
ward he  united  with  the  Congregationalists,  and  is 
now  a  member  of  that  church.  While  prosecuting 
his  studies  he  was  taken  sick  with  smallpox,  and 
after  his  recovery  he  went  home  and  never  returned 
to  complete  his  course. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  18.50,  our  subject  married 
Harriet  A.  Holmes,  who  was  born  in  Jo  Daviess 
County,  HI.,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1829,  and 
was  the  ehlest  in  a  family  of  three  children  born 
to  Stephen  and  Lydia  W.  (Massey)  Holmes,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont  respect- 
ively. They  came  to  the  lead  mines  of  Galena, 
111.,  at  an  early  da_v.  and  afterward  moved  to 
Jacksonville,  where  .Mr.  Holmes  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  line  until  his  death  in  )H33.  His  widow 
survived  him  forty-seven  years,  ('apt.  Strawn  and 
.Miss  Holmes  were  married  at  Jacksonville,  and 
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started  at  once  for  LaSalle  County,  where  he 
owned  some  wild  land,  which  they  set  to  work  at 
imce  to  improve  and  develop,  and  there  they  lived 
for  fifteen  years.  From  the  time  of  the  first  set- 
tlement in  LaSalle  County  he  filled  the  pulpits  in 
the  Congregational  Churches  at  home  and  in  neigh- 
boring districts  during  nearly  the  whole  period  of 
his  residence  there. 

In  the  month  of  June,  18.36,  about  the  time  of 
the  climax  of  the  Kansas  troubles  he  resolved  to 
aid  in  establishing  the  supremacy  of  freedom  in 
that  section  of  the  country,  and  he  therefore  joined 
the  Free  State  forces  under  Gen.  James  Lane,  and 
was  engaged  in  guerrilla  warfare  witli  John  Brown, 
but  on  a  more  conservative  basis  than  the  plan  ad- 
vocated by  the  latter.  He  remained  about  three 
months  and  engaged  in  the  struggle  actively 
all  the  time.  At  Leavenworth  he  was  taken 
prisoner  by  a  band  of  South  Carolinians,  who  had 
their  headquarters  at  Russel  &  Major's  warehouse, 
a  depot  for  western  supplies.  They  were  being- 
marched  out  to  a  safer  place  when  Capt.  Strawn 
slipped  between  the  lines,  through  an  adjoining- 
store,  and  escaped  from  the  city.  When  the  ques- 
tions in  dispute  were  settled  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Illinois,  and  took  up  the  duties  of  the 
farm,  which  he  prosecuted  earnestly  until  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Rebellion. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1862,  our  subject  enlisted  in 
the  United  States  service,  and  aided  in  raising  Com- 
pany F,  104th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  commis- 
sioned First  Lieutenant  under  Capt.  James  G. 
McKernan,  and  Col.  A.  B.  Moore,  Regimental 
Commander.  The  regiment  was  mustered  in  at 
Ottawa  on  the  14th  of  August,  1862,  and  going 
first  to  Louisville  to  assist  Gen.  Buell  in  heading 
off  Brag-g's  raid  toward  Ohio,  scared  them  out  in 
a  short  time.  He  followed  the  fortunes  of  this 
company  in  the  14th  Corps,  under  old  "Pap" 
Thomas,  and  was  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga, 
and  was  also  in  all  the  following  engagements,  con- 
tinuously under  fire  in  the  Atlanta  campaign 
for  eighty-seven  days  out  of  100.  The  first 
|iart  of  this  service  was  imder  Kosecrans,  but 
after  the  battles  of  Chickamauga  Grant  relieved 
•him  and  carried  them  forward  to  Mission  Ridge, 
after  which  Sherman  took  the  lead  and  conducted 
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the  balance  of  the  campaign.  Sherman  then,  on 
the  18th  of  November,  1864,  began  his  memorable 
march  to  the  sea.  They  burned  the  public  build- 
ings in  Atlanta  before  starting  and  destroyed 
all  railroads  and  bridges  behind  them,  reaching  Sa- 
vannah, Ga.,  on  Christmas  Day,  1864;  at  this  time 
their  division  commander  was  J.  C.  Davis,  of 
Indiana.  They  then  marched  through  the  Caro- 
linas,  following  Johnson  and  tearing  up  the  rail- 
roads to  Goldsboro,  where  their  communications 
with  Washington  were  re-established,  and  they  then 
returned  in  pursuit  of  Johnson  to  Raleigh.  At 
this  time  news  of  the  fall  of  Richmond  reached 
them,  and  the  surrender  of  Johnson  almost  imme- 
diately occurred.  Thej' then  marched  to  Washing- 
ton, and  participated  in  the  grand  review  in  May. 
1865.  Here  they  were  disbanded  and  sent  to  Chi- 
cago, where  thej'  were  discharged  from  the  service 
on  the  6th  of  June,  1865.  In  July,  1863,  on  the 
resignation  of  Col.  Moore,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Upon  his 
return  to  his  home  in  LaSalle  Countj',  Capt.  Strawn 
sold  his  possessions,  and  on  the  22d  of  November, 
1865,  took  up  his  residence  in  Livingston  Countj' 
on  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  and  pursued  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  farmer.  In  the  fall  of  1866  he  was 
the  successful  candidate  on  the  Republican  ticket 
for  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature.  In 
1868  he  was  re-elected,  thus  serving  two  terms,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  resided  on  the  farm,  but  has 
been  more  or  less  active  in  politics  all  his  life. 

Capt.  Strawn  and  his  excellent  wife  are  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
Wilder  F.,  Annie  M.,  Freddie,  Mary  H.,  Augusta 
v.,  Frances  L.,  Hattie,  Grace  and  Mabel.  The 
names  of  the  two  deceased  were  Freddie  and  Mary. 
Hattie,  Grace  and  Mabel  are  at  home;  Wilder  and 
Augusta  are  in  Kansas;  Annie  resides  in  Gilman, 
and  is  the  wife  of  DeWitt  Robinson,  a  jeweler; 
Wilder  married  Mollie  Brown,  of  Normal,  111.,  and 
is  a  farmer;  Augusta  married  William  Kosack,  and 
lives  in  Great  IJend,  Kan. ;  Frances  married  R.  J. 
Dickson,  of  Sandwich,  111.  Mrs.  Strawn  is  a  well- 
educated  lady,  and  is  universally  esteemed  for  her 
very  manj'  excellent  qualities.  In  all  matters  con- 
nected with  the  society  in  which  she  moves  she 
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takes  a  leading  and  active  part.  Capt.  Strawn  is 
pardonably  proud  of  the  part  he  played  in  the- 
events  immediately  preceding  and  during  the  war. 
Being  a  man  who  has  the  courage  of  his  convictions 
he  could  not  have  done  less  than  he  did  during  the 
troublous  times  which  prevailed  during  the  in- 
fancj'  of  Kansas  as  a  State,  and  in  the  light  of  liis- 
tory  his  course  then  is  notonl_y  vindicated  but  tli(jr- 
onglily  justified. 

OHN  BALMER,  a  ftirmer  and  stock-raiser 
on  section  26,  Pontiac  Township,  has  carved 
out  a  fortune  by  his  own  efforts,  and  can  now 
look  over  a  farm  containing  700  acres.  He 
is  a  native  of  Switzerland,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  29th  of  October,  1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Chris- 
topher and  Margaret  Balmer.  He  is  the  second 
sou  of  a  farailj'  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  sur- 
vive, viz. :  Margaret,  Christopher,  John,  Catherine 
and  Susan.  In  the  year  1840,  with  his  parents,  he 
immigrated  to  America  on  a  sailing-vessel,  taking 
passage  at  Havre,  and  after  a  voyage  of  forty-nine 
days  landed  in  the  city  of  New  York.  They  im- 
mediately came  West,  locating  in  Hancock  Countj^, 
Ohio,  where  the  parents  lived  and  died,  the  mother 
in  1845  and  the  father  in  1853. 

Until  he  grew  to  manhood  Mr.  Balmer  resided  in 
Ohio,  receiving  such  an  education  as  was  attaina- 
ble in  the  common  schools  of  that  day,  and  in  1852 
he  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Livingston 
County.  Shortly  afterward,  in  connection  with 
John  F.  Milham,  he  purchased  131  acres  of  land, 
which  is  part  of  his  present  farm,  and  at  that  time 
contained  only  ten  acres  of  land  which  had  been 
broken.  In  1864  he  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Milham  in  this  farm,  and  since  then  by  subsequent 
purchase  he  has  made  additions  until  he  owns,  at 
the  time  this  sketch  is  written,  700  acres  of  land. 
Mr.  Balmer  is  eminently  a  self-made  man.  Coming 
to  Livingston  County  when  he  had  only  a  horse 
and  about  ^45  in  money,  he  now  owns  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  county,  containing  the  full  com- 
plement of  excellent  buildings,  and  well  stocked 
with  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  All  this  is  the  result 
of  close  attention  to  business,  perseverance  and  in- 
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diistiy.  Besides  his  fnvm  and  its  accessories  he 
owns  considerable  property  in  the  cit.y  of  Pontiac. 

On  the  .')th  of  September,  1854,  Mr.  B.  was  mar- 
ried in  Ohio,  to  Nancy,  daughter  of  David  and  Chris- 
tina Adkins.  of  Pickaway  County,  pioneers  in  that 
part  of  the  country.  The  father  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  and  the  mother  of  Virginia.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing-named are  living:  Mary  Melissa,  Christina, 
David.  William  and  Nancy.  Mrs.  Balmer  is  a  na- 
tive of  Pickaway  County,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born 
on  the  ■22d  of  April,  183,5.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Balmer  were  born  four  children:  John,  Leonard; 
Melissa  J.,  widow  of  Anthony  Scott,  of  this  county, 
and  Anna,  wife  of  Madison  Fipps. 

Mr.  Balmer  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes 
considerable  interest  in  political  matters.  He  is  a 
practical,  thorough  farmer,  and  individually  over- 
sees his  farming  interests.  He  has  met  with  excel- 
lent business  success  in  financial  matters,  and  has  a 
credit  which  is  considered  gilt  edged.  He  looks 
with  favor  on  every  movement  for  the  lieneflt  of 
the  county  and  the  elevation  of  society.  Both  he 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  respected  members  of 
society,  and  participants  in  everything  that  tends 
to  the  public  good. 
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N  ETER  Vf:RCLER  has  built  up  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  homes  in  Pike  Township, 
vhere  he  is  located  on  section  33,  and  has 
I  eightj-  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land,  and 
an  elegant  residence  standing  in  the  midst  of 
beautiful  gi-ounds,  planted  with  evergreen  trees  and 
choice  shrubs,  in  which  the  pine  tree  predominates, 
and  lines  the  driveway  leading  from  the  house  to 
the  barn.  Prom  this  place  of  residence  may  be 
gathered  the  distinguishing  traits  in  the  character 
of  the  projirietor,  whose  tastes  are  cultivated  and 
homelike,  and  who  has  taken  pride  in  surrounding 
his  family  with  the  comforts  and  luxuries  of  life. 
Adjoining  the  farm  propertj-  is  a  tract  of  160  acres 
which  lie  cultivates  in  connection  therewith,  and 
from  the  jjroceeds  of  the  whole  realizes  each  year  a 
handsome  income. 

Our  subject  is  of  French  birth  and  i)arentage,  his 


eiu-ly  home  having  been  in  the  beautiful  Province 
of  Lorraine,  France,  now  a  possession  of  Gei-many, 
where  he  was  born  April  12,  1826.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  French  and  German,  and  remained  with  his 
parents,  their  chief  staj^  and  support,  until  they 
passed  from  earth.  The  parents  of  our  subject, 
Andrew  and  Barbara  (Rupp)  Verder,  were  also 
natives  of  Lorraine,  France.  The  household  circle 
included  twelve  children,  of  whom  two  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  others  were  named  Joseph,  Mary, 
Andrew,  Magdelaine,  Christian,  Barbara,  Anna, 
John,  Peter  and  Jacob.  Not  long  after  the  death 
of  his  parents  our  subject  set  sail  for  the  United 
States,  from  Havre  de  Grace,  landing  in  New  York 
City.  He  at  once  proceeded  westward,  and  worked 
in  and  around  the  city  of  Peoria  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  followed  gardening  seven  3'ears. 
He  had  now  laid  up  a  sum  of  money,  and  coming 
to  this  county,  invested  a  part  of  it  in  a  quarter 
section  of  land  in  Pike  Township.  Upon  this  he 
effected  many  improvements,  redeeming  the  land 
from  its  originally  wild  condition  and  putting  up  a 
fine  residence  with  other  necessary  buildings.  He 
occupied  this  place  thirteen  years,  then  retired  from 
active  labor  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Chenoa. 
Three  years  of  comparative  idleness  more  than  satis- 
fied him,  and  desiroirs  of  a  more  active  life,  he  en- 
gaged with  his  son  in  the  furniture  business.  This, 
however,  not  being  quite  in  accordance  with  his 
tastes,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  to  his  partner  and 
once  more  returned  to  the  rural  life  of  which  he  had 
always  been  fond,  taking  possession  of  his  present 
homestead,  where  he  has  since  employed  bis  time 
in  its  embellishment,  adding  as  much  to  its  value  as 
to  its  beautj'.  In  the  meantime  he  has  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  h.as  been  otherwise  identi- 
fied with  the  interests  of  his  township. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  Anna 
Detweiller,  a  native  of  his  own  Province  in  France, 
and  the  daughter  of  Christian  and  Catherine 
(Schwartz)  Detweiller,  of  the  same  country.  She 
was  born  Nov.  13,  1830,  and  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  February,  185G,  the  wedding  taking 
place  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Peoria.  Mrs. 
V.  was  ten  years  of  age  when  her  parents  immigra- 
ted to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Peoria, 
where  the  father  died  in  about  1863;  the  mother  is 
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still  living.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
three  children:  Catherine,  the  eldest  daughter,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Peter  Claiidoii,  and  died  in  1880, 
leaving  two  children;  Andrew  married  Miss  Jessie 
Ha3's.  of  Chenoa  Township,  McLean  County,  and  is 
assisting  his  father  in  conducting  business  on  the 
homestead;  Anna,  Mrs.  Samuel  Ha}  s,  lives  on  a 
farm  near  her  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vercler  at- 
tend the  Baptist  Church  at  Chenoa,  and  our  subject, 
politically,  is  independent,  aiming  to  support  the 
men  whom  he  considers  will  best  serve  the  interests 
of  the  people. 


ip^yENJAMIN  F.  BROWN,  Deputy  Sheriff  of 
\[J^(  Livingston  County,  located  in  Amity  Town- 
ship in  the  spring  of  1875,  and  has  a  fine 
farm  drained  by  the  Vermilion  River.  He 
was  then  a  young  man  just  setting  out  for  himself 
in  life  and  came  to  the  AVest,  determined  to  Iniild 
up  a  future  home  which  should  be  a  credit  to  him- 
self as  the  citizen  of  a  rapidly  growing  section  of 
country.  He  is  not  yet  far  advanced  in  vears,  hav- 
ing been  born  Feb.  18,  1848,  in  Delaware. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Joseph  and  Ann 
Brown,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  left  their 
native  State  after  their  marriage.  Mr.  Brown  en- 
gaged in  the  butchering  business,  and  after  a  worthy 
life  as  a  highly  respected  citizen  passed  awaj'  in  the 
spring  of  1858.  The  wife  and  mother  survived  a 
number  of  years,  her  death  taking  place  suddenly 
of  heart  disease,  in  Pennsjdvania,  in  1867.  The  par- 
ental familj'  included  nine  children.  The  eldest 
son,  William,  when  last  heard  from  was  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia;  Rachel  Ann  became  the  wife  of  J. 
H.  Taylor,  and  died  in  Delaware,  leaving  a  large 
family;  Washington  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Wallace,  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  is  now  in  California ; 
Joseph  has  a  wife  and  four  children;  James  is  mar- 
ried and  living  in  Pennsylvania;  three  died  in  in- 
fancy unnamed. 

Benjamin  F.  Brown  continued  under  tiie  parental 
roof  until  starting  for  the  West.  He  first  located 
in  Pontiac  in  1870,  where  he  carried  on  butchering 
until  the  spring  of  1875,  and  then  invested  his 
capital  in  his  present  homestead.  He  is  the  owner 
<■         — ■ 


of  100  acres  of  land  and  his  farm  is  equipped  with 
modern  improvements,  the  result  of  his  own  indus- 
try and  enterprise.  In  1870  Mr.  Brown  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Betsey  F.  Burch,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  born  in  1863.  Her  parents  were  B. 
F.  and  Rebecca  (Campbell)  Burch:  the  father  still 
lives  in  Cornell.  The  mother  in  the  fall  of  1885 
came  to  Amity  Township  upon  a  visit  with  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  and  one  night  soon  after  re- 
tiring had  a  severe  attack  of  asthma,  from  which 
she  expired  in  about  fifteen  minutes.  Her  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Cornell.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  have  two  children — Harry  Oscar, 
born  in  1881,  and  Ora  May,  in  1886. 

Mr.  Brown  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  in  18.s2, 
the  duties  of  which  position  he  has  discharged  with 
satisfaction  to  the  community.  While  a  resident  of 
Cornell  he  was  City  Marshal  and  is  now  serving  as 
Road  Commissioner  in  Amity  Township.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  reliable  supporters  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  on  account  of  his  social  qualities 
and  intelligence  is  popular  among  his  neighbors 
and  fellow-citizens. 


l^ICHARD  G.  CROUCH.  The  West  owes 
IIL^'  much  to  the  typical  Yankee,  who  is  a  shrewd, 
!^\V  thriftj' and  enterprising  man  wherever  you 
w0fiud  him,  and  30U  find  him  frequenth'  in 
the  State  of  Illinois.  The  Yankees  of  New  Hamp- 
shire are  notable  for  their  go-aheadatiyeness,  and 
that  State  is  the  cradle  in  which  man}^  of  the  em- 
inent men  of  the  country  were  rocked.  Among 
these  ma}'  be  mentioned  Daniel  Webster,  Lewis 
Cass,  Salmon  P.  Chase  and  Horace  Greeley.  Dur- 
ing the  war  in  defense  of  the  Union,  New  Hamp- 
shire bore  her  part  .with  honor,  gallantry  and  dis- 
tinction, and  it  is  with  pride  that  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  and  stock-grower  on 
section  15,  Indian  Grove  Township,  can  call  New 
Hampshire  his  native  State. 

Mr.  Crouch  was  born  in  Grafton  County  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1817,  and  is  the  son  of  Ephraim 
and  Rebecca  (Whitamore)  Crouch,  who  were  na- 
tives respectively  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut.    The    father  was  a  farmer  by   occupation  and 
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spent  a  very  busy  life,  dj'irig  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  in  the  year  ISoo.  Tlie  mother  was  born  in 
1783  and  died  in  1843.  Thej- had  eight  children, 
whose  nanie,<  are  as  follows:  Eliza,  Sarah,  Rebooca, 
Olive.  Franklin,  Chester,  Richard  G.  and  Ephraim. 
Eliza  married  Hiram  Ladd,  and  is  living  in  Free- 
port,  Stephenson  Co..  Hi. :  Sarah  married  Dr. 
J.  L.  Rodgers,  and  is  deceased;  Rebecca  is  now 
Mrs.  Hammond;  Olive  is  deceased;  Franklin  mar- 
ried Mary  Whittaker,  and  lives  in  North  Haverhill; 
Chester  married  Harriet  Toplin;  she  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Mr.  Crunch  has  been  three  times  married.  His 
first  wife  was  Sarah  B.  Colby,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  one  of  whom,  Jane,  is  tbe  wife  of 
George  Goshorn;  the  others  were  Richard  and 
Ephraim,  both  of  whom  died  in  childhot)d.  Mrs. 
Crouch  died  in  1847.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah 
Marshall,  by  whom  he  had  three  children — Edwin 
O.,  Flora  and  Alice.  Edwin  O.  lives  three  miles 
west  of  Fairbur}-,  and  is  a  farmer  by  occupation  ; 
Flora  is  the  wife  of  Linn  McKee,  and  lives  nortii 
of  Fairbury,  and  Alice  is  the  vvife  of  George 
Harn,  also  a  farmer,  living  in  Cloud  Count}',  Kan. 
The  second  wife  died    in    1853. 

Richard  G.  Crouch  was  married  to  Miss  Joanna 
Hanua  on  the  24th  of  February,  1858.  She  was 
born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  in  1829,  and  died  on 
the  4th  of  June,  1  887,  of  paralysis,  after  an  illness 
of  six  months.  At  the  time  of  her  death  a  biog- 
rapher wrote  of  her:  '•  For  several  years  past  sbe 
had  been  a  great  sufferer,  but  during  it  all  she  man- 
ifested great  patience  and  resignation  to  the 
Lord's  will,  j-et  never  losing  heart  and  hope.  She 
was  one  of  the  constituent  members  of  the  Fair- 
bury  IJaptlst  Church,  and  in  the  honest  and  best 
sense  of  the  word  a  Christian.  As  a  neighbor  she 
was  liighly  esteemed,  as  a  church  member  uniformly 
consistent,  expressing  in  her  life  tiie  sentiment  of 
the  poet^ 

So  ..liall  my  wulU  Iw  i-ldsc  willi  (J.mI. 
'  ^iliii  :iri(l  -iTcNi'  iii\  tVaiiii': 
_Vct '.lio-e  who  kiuMv  lic'i-  in  licr  liume  relations  knew 
her  best;  as  a  wife,  rlevutcd  and  Iriie:  as  a  nnjther, 
gentle,  tender  and  affeetidualc.  One  of  tiie  sons, 
in  visiting  home,  stated  tiiat  his  mother  had  never 
whipped  Iiim,  nor  had  she  ever  scolded    liini.     She 


was  a  rare  woman,  wonderfully  gifted;  chastened 
and  resigned  until  ready  to  live  or  die;  hence  as 
she  came  down  to  the  end  of  the  journey  she  had 
no  fear.  The  funeral  was  largely  attended  at  the 
late  home.  The  weather  on  that  day  was  very  in- 
clement, yet  many,  even  through  the  storm,  ac- 
companied the  bereaved  relatives  to  the  cemetery. 
The  services  were  conducted  by  Revs.  Palmer, 
Crosby  and  Christie.  Mrs.  Crouch  was  a  lady  of 
great  culture,  and  taught  school  for  seven  years 
previous  to  her  marriage.  She  was  a  great  Sun- 
day-school worker,  and  was  an  ardent  advocate  of 
the  right  of  women  to  vote." 

The  children  who  were  born  to  Mr.  Crouch  by 
the  third  wife  were  named:  Charley,  Sinah,  Otis 
E.,  Benjamin  F.,  Hattie  B.,  Jessie  H.  and  Lottie  I. 
Charley  was  born  in  1858;  Sinah  was  born  in  1860, 
and  married  E.  Darnell;  Otis  E.  married  Miss  Cora 
Kent,  of  Cheyenne  Count}-,  Kan. 

Mr.  Crouch  came  to  Illinois  in  1843,  locating 
in  Marion  County,  where  he  remained  eighteen 
months,  and  then  went  to  Woodford  County,  where 
he  operated  a  sawmill  for  two  years,  after  which 
he  followed  blacksniithing  until  1851.  In  that 
year  he  came  to  Livingston  County  and  purchased 
105  acres  of  laud,  to  which  he  has  added  until  he 
now  owns  230  acres,  on  which  a  frame  dwelling  and 
commodious  out-buildings  have  been  erected.  Mr. 
Crouch  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  is  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 
There  is  no  half-way  ground  either  in  his  religious 
or  political  beliefs,  and  he  espouses  w.armly  the 
doctrines  of  both  his  church  and  part}'. 

^-^ ^ 


V|/011N  CAMPBELL,  whose  excellent  farm  is 
located  on  section  8,  Esmen  Township,  where 
he  owns  1 60  acres  of  land  besides  forty  acres 
(^/j  in  Amity  Township,  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ind.,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1822,  and  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  New  Paris,  Preble  Co., 
Oliio,  when,  but  an  infant.  He  is  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  four  children,  three  boys  and  one  girl, 
born  to  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Walker)  Campbell. 

The  Walker  family  were   natives  of  Kentucky, 
and  resided  in  Green  County,  where  the  mother  of 
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Mr.  Campbell  was  born.  She  was  the  daughter  uf 
Samuel  and  Rebecca  Walker,  who  were  among  the 
earl_y  settlers  of  Indiana.  Samuel  Walker  was  in 
the  service  of  the  Government  during  the  War  of 
1812,  and  had  charge  of  the  commissarj'  depart- 
ment. The  maternal  grandparents  were  John  and 
Mary  (McCoy)  Campbell,  of  Scotch  ancestry,  but 
natives  of  Virginia,  who  migrated  to  Kentucky  be- 
fore the  War  of  1812,  and  thence  to  Indiana  before 
the  Government  had  located  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Ohio  and  Indiana.  Thej^  resided  in  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  after  the  boundary  line  was  estab- 
lished. The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade  but  operated  and  owned  a 
farm  while  following  that  occupation.  In  1837  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Vermilion  County, 
but  afterward  removed  to  Fountain  County,  Ind. 
In  1852  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  bought  a  farm 
in  Livingston  County,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1855. 

John  Campbell  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
educated  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  removed  to  Vermilion  County,  111., 
where  an  uncle  resided,  and  began  life  for  himself 
as  a  farmer.  On  the  4th  of  February,  1844,  he  was 
married  to  Emma  J.,  the  third  child  born  to  Thomas 
W.  and  Delilah  (Pa^'ne)  Douglas,  the  former  of 
Maine  and  tlie  latter  of  New  York.  The  father  of 
Mrs.  Campbell  went  to  Indiana  where  he  married, 
and  then  vvent  to  Cincinnati,  remaining  one  winter, 
during  which  time  his  daughter  Emma  was  born,  on 
the  1st  of  February,  1826.  He  then  returned  to 
Indiana  and  from  there  migrated  to  Illinois,  settling 
in  Vermilion  Countj',  where  he  bought  a  farm  on 
which  he  and  his  wife  resided  until  their  death. 

Immediately  after  marriage,  Mr.  Campbell  bought 
160  acres  of  wild  land  in  Vermilion  County,  111., 
and  settled  on  it.  Two  years  later  he  sold  this,  and 
in  1856  bought  120  acres  of  wild  land  in  Living- 
ston County,  upon  which  he  at  once  settled  and 
began  the  work  of  improving  it.  He  has  lived  upon 
this  farm  ever  since,  and  has  brought  it  under  a 
splendid  state  of  cultivation,  erecting  also  upon  it 
comfortable  and  commodious  buildings.  He  takes 
great  pride  in  producing  superior  grades  of  stock. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  had  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living— Edward  Clinton,  Sarah 
<■  


D.,  Fred  S,,  Thomas  A.  and  Emily  A.  All  live  in 
Iowa;  the  others  died  in  infancy.  Edward  married 
Mary  Swaner,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Harrison 
County;  Sarah  married  James  T.  Iladle}',  and  lives 
on  a  farm  in  Shelby  County;  Fred  married  Ann  E. 
Payne,  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Harrison  County; 
Emily  married  George  Longnecker,  and  lives  on  a 
farm  in  Harrison  County;  Thomas  is  unmarried, 
and  manages  a  farm  in  Harrison  County.  Mr. 
Campbell  has  served  as  Assessor,  School  Trustee, 
and  as  long  as  he  had  a  child  to  educate,  as  School 
Director.  He  was  the  fii'st  Assessor  after  the  town- 
ship was  organized.  He  has  always  taken  great  in- 
terest in  his  township  affairs  and  has  heartily  ex- 
tended aid  in  building  up  and  improving  the  com- 
munity. He  is  very  active  in  political  matters, 
and  supports  the  Democratic  ticket. 


■^(OHN  H.  CORBIN.  Among  the  younger 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Sunbury  Town- 
ship none  are  more  entitled  to  a  place  in  this 
Album  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
has  within  his  short  career  demonstrated  that  he 
knows  how  to  conduct  a  farm  successfully  and  to 
get  on  in  the  world.  His  80-acre  farm  on  sec- 
tion 29  is  well  improved,  and  under  an  excellent 
state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Corbin  was  born  on  the  6th  of  January, 
1845,  in  Taylor  Count.y,  W.  Va.  In  the  order  of 
their  birth  he  was  the  second  in  a  familj-  of  seven 
children  born  to  Oliver  H.  P.  and  Mary  E.  (Flow- 
ers) Corbin,  of  Virginia.  Our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood  on  the  farm  of  his  father,  and  received 
his  education  at  the  common  schools.  He  came 
West  with  his  parents,  of  whose  household  he  re- 
mained a  member  until  he  was  thirty  years  of  age, 
devoting  his  best  energies  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  upon  the  farm. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  1875,  Mr.  Corbin  was 
married  to  Miss  Julia  Sanger,  who  was  born  in  Es- 
sex County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1856. 
She  was  the  sixth  child  born  to  Cornelius  and 
Sarah  (Arving)  Sanger,  who  were  natives  of  New- 
York.  Her  paternal  grandparents,  Coleman  and 
Anna  (Comstock)  Sanger,  were  also  natives  of  New 
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York,  and  the  maternal  grandparents,  William  and 
Mary  (Craig)  Arving,  were  natives  of  New  York 
Stflte.  The  parent?  of  Sirs.  Ct>rbin  first  settled  in 
Livingston  Countj',  after  which  siie  accompanied 
them  into  Missouri.  After  remaining  in  Missouri 
for  a  time  they  all  returned,  and  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  and  his  wife  settled  on  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  where  tliey  now  reside.  This  farm  is  com- 
posed of  excellent  land,  a  greater  portion  of  whicli 
is  under  cultivation.  It  contains  good  buildings, 
both  for  dwelling  purposes  and  the  necessities  of  tiie 
farm. 

Til  Mr.  and  51  vs.  Corbiu  have  been  bi.irn  two 
children:  Raymond  on  the  21st  of  March,  1876. 
and  Charlie  on  the  6th  of  June,  1S80.  They  are 
both  bright  little  fellows  and  add  much  to  the 
cheerfulness  and  pleasure  of  the  Corbiu    household. 

Mr.  Corbin  does  not  give  much  attention  to  polit- 
ical matter's  but  contents  himself  with  voting  for 
his  partj"'s  nominees,  providing  they  are  always 
good  men.  His  political  faith  is  in  harmonj'^  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  has  been  entrusted  with 
important  township  offices  upon  several  occasions, 
and  for  the  past  fifteen  3- ears  has  served  as  Scho(  )l 
Director.  He  has  also  been  Overseer  of  Highwaj's 
and  TownshiiJ  Collector,  and  in  all  these  positions 
has  satisfied  the  people  by  intelligently  and  fairl}' 
discharging  the  trusts  imposed  upon  hiui.  He  is  a 
member  in  goijd  standing  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in 
which  fraternity  he  takes  a  livolj'  interest. 


LEXANDER  CUPPLES.  The  northern 
part  of  Livingston  County  is  liberally  set- 
(!■  tied  with  an  intelligent  and  industrious 
population,  composed  largely  of  Irish- 
American  citizens.  They  are  tacitly  acknowledged 
to  be  among  the  most  enterprising  and  industrious 
of  the  business  men  and  farmers  of  Central  Illinois, 
and  are  uniformly  liberal-minded,  public-spirited. 
and,  almost  without  exce|)tion,  take  a  lively  inter- 
est in  the  growth  and  well-being  of  their  adopted 
.State.  The  subject  of  this  biograph3'  occupies  a 
ji^j^ition  in  the  front  ranks  of  thc^e  men,  and  be- 
.-ides  Vjeing  a  skillful  and  prosperous  tiller  of  the 


soil,  has  secured  by  his  own  efforts  an  excellent 
fund  of  general  information,  making  him  a  man 
remarkably  intelligent  to  converse  with.  His  has 
been  an  interesting  experience  in  life:  he  has  seen 
the  representatives  of  many  lands,  and  has  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  County  Down,  Ireland, 
Sept.  8,  1839.  His  father,  James  Cupples,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  count}',  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood,  engaged  in  farming,  and  married  Miss 
Agnes  Henry,  with  whom  he  had  been  acquainted 
since  childhood,  and  whose  birthplace  was  not  far 
from  his  own.  The  father  visited  America  after- 
ward, spending,  however,  but  a  few  weeks,  and  with 
this  exception  passed  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
count}',  as  also  did  the  mother.  Their  household 
included  ten  children,  of  whom  but  four  are  now 
living,  while  Alexander  is  the  only  one  who  settled 
in  America.  He  attended  school  quite  steadily 
during  his  childhood  and  youth,  remaining  under 
the  parental  roof  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
then  determined  to  cross  the  water.  Embarking 
on  a  sailing-vessel  at  Liverpool  in  the  month  of 
March,  he  landed  in  the  city  of  Boston  thirteen 
days  later,  and  went  directly  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  drj'-goods  house  ef  A. 
T.  Stewart  one  year.  He  then  returned  to  Boston 
and  clerked  until  the  following  3'ear,  when  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  to  England,  where  he  l)e- 
came  connected  with  the  dry -goods  house  of  A.  & 
S.  Henrj'  <fe  Co.,  and  was  sent  by  them  to  New 
York,  where  he  represented  their  intei-ests  until 
1876.  From  the  Empire  State  he  migrated  to  New 
England,  residing  in  Connecticut  two  years,  and 
then  setting  out  for  the  West  located  upon  the  land 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Cnpples  includes  240  acres 
of  highly  cultivated  land,  with  an  excellent  set  of 
frame  buildings,  good  faim  machinery,  and  a  choice 
assortment  of  live  stock.  His  accumulations  have 
been  the  result  of  his  own  industrj'  and  persever- 
ance, as  he  commenced  in  life  poor  in  purse  and 
with  little  to  encourage  him.  He  now  occupies  an 
enviable  position,  socially  and  financially,  and  h.as 
filled  various  offices  of  trust  in  his  townshi]),  being 
now  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  lias  held 
since  1884.     He  has  served  as  Township  Clerk  and 
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been  School  Director  for  several  terms.  He  is 
among  the  first  men  whom  his  fellow-citizens  con- 
sult in  regard  to  the  various  enterprises  set  on  foot 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  community. 

In  187(i  Mr.  Cupples  visited  Ireland,  and  spent  a 
few  weeks  pleasantlj'  with  his  boyhood  friends  and 
relatives.  He  has  a  brother  whom  he  never  saw, 
as  he  was  born  after  Alexander  came  to  America, 
and  was  in  Australia  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  at 
the  time  our  subject  visited  his  native  coimtr}'. 
Mr.  Cupples,  while  a  resident  of  New  York,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  A.  Kenned}', 
the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride, 
Nov.  18,  1862.  Mrs.  Cupples  was  born  in  Charles- 
town,  Mass.,  July  30,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
J.  F.  and  J.  C.  Kennedy,  natives  of  Massachusetts, 
but  now  residing  in  New  York.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  eight  children — Agnes  H., 
Franklin  H..  Jennie,  Alexander,  James,  William, 
Alice  and  Samuel.  Most  of  them  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Nevada,  and  nofamilj'in  the  communitj' 
is  more  hi"hlv  esteemed. 


iji'SAAC  W.  GATCHELL.  In  noting  the  people 
I  of  a  county  as  generously  populated  and 
/il  wealthy  as  Livingston,  we  become  cognizant  of 
the  fact  that  in  that  section  is  represented  almost 
all  nationalities,  and  nearly  all  the  New  England  and 
Middle  States.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
near  the  Atlantic  coast  in  Lincoln  County,  Me.,  on 
the  nth  of  June,  1837,  and  has  consequently  now 
passed  his  fiftieth  3'ear.  He  is  the  son  of  Aaron 
and  Ada  Gatchell,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Pine  Tree  State,  and  the  maternal  ancestors  were  of 
Welsh  descent.  The  father  of  our  subject  died  in 
1879,  and  the  mother  is  now  living  in  Maine. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  eight 
children,  of  whom  the  following  are  known  to  be  liv- 
ing: Martha,  the  wife  of  Charles  Flagg,  of  Maine; 
Betsey,  Mrs.  William  Bragg,  of  Iowa;  James,  of 
Brookfleld,  111. ;  Sewell,  of  Ottawa;    Charles,    who 


remains  in  his  native  State,  and  Isaac  W.,  of  our 
sketch.  Isaac  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  receiving  a  good  English  education,  and 
when  ready  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself,  at  the 
age  of  tweuty-tvvo  years,  set  his  face  westward  and 
located  in  LaSalle  County,  this  State.  Here  he  re- 
sided until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war  and  then, 
laying  aside  for  the  time  his  cherished  plans,  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  104th  Illinois  Infantry,  being  as- 
signed with  his  regiment  to  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
lierland.  Later  they  were  transferred  to  the  Ten- 
nessee Division,  and  afterward  going  farther  south, 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Ilartsviile,  Resaca, 
Peachtree  Creek  and  Chickamauga,  besides  meet- 
ing the  enemy  in  many  other  important  engage- 
ments. His  regiment  first  unfurled  the  stars  and 
stripes  of  the  14th  Corps  at  Mission  Ridge,  and  af- 
terward joined  the  command  of  Gen.  Sherman  in 
his  march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  The  last  en- 
gagement in  which  our  subject  participated  was  at 
Bentonville,  S.  C,  which  was  soon  followed  by  the 
surrender  of  the  Confederate  General,  Lee,  when 
the  troops  were  ordered  to  Washington  for  the 
grand  review.  Mr.  Gatchell  had  been  peculiarly 
fortunate,  escaping  wounds  and  other  disasters, 
and  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  was  mustered  out  and  returned  home  in 
June,  1865. 

Mr.  Gatcheironce  more  took  uj)  his  abode  on 
prairie  soil,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  240  acres  on  section  4,  in  Owego 
Township.  The  larger  portion  of  it  is  now  under 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  it  is  enclosed  with 
substantial  fencing  and  supplied  with  all  needful 
buildings.  This  property  is  the  accumulation  of 
years  of  toil  and  self-sacrifice,  but  Mr.  Gatchell 
feels  that  he  is  amply  rewarded  by  the  result. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  on  the 
24th  of  August,  1867.  His  wife,  in  her  girlhood, 
was  Miss  Martha,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Abigail 
Mason,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  became  residents  of 
LaSalle  County  about  forty-three  years  ago.  Their 
family  included  eight  children,  namel}':  Vesta,  Lu- 
ther, Wilbur,  John,  Ida,  Norah,  Ellen  and  Arthur. 
Mr.  Gatchell  has  spent  his  time  principally  in  at- 
tending to  his  own  concerns,  but  has  never  been 
backward  in  giving  his  assistance   to    those    enter 
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prises  calculated  for  the  good  of  the  communit}'. 
He  is  decidedly  Republican  in  polities,  is  au  oblig:- 
ing  neighbor  and  friend,  and  distinguished  by  all 
the  qualities  of  an  honest  man  and  a  good   citizen. 


\r  OSHUA  T.  COX  is  known  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  beautiful  farm  on  section  10,  -which 
^„^  I  comprises  160  acres  and  is  flnelj'  adapted  to 
(^^y  stock-raising,  to  which  it  is  largely  devoted. 
Mr.  Cox  deals  largely  in  high-grade  cattle  and  first- 
class  general  purpose  horses,  including  several 
brood  mares  of  fine  blood.  He  located  in  Belle 
Prairie  Township  eleven  j'ears  ago  and  was  at  once 
recognized  as  a  valued  addition  to  the  community. 
He  is  what  raaj-  be  properly  termed  a  self-made 
man.  as  he  started  out  in  life  when  a  lad  but  fifteen 
j'ears  of  age  and  has  since  "paddled  his  own  canoe." 
His  first  venture  was  as  a  soldier  in  tlie  Union 
arm}-,  enlisting  in  the  161st  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was 
accepted,  notwithstanding  his  youth.  He  served 
over  a  year  and  met  the  enenw  in  several  important 
battles.  He  fortunately  escaped  wounds  and  sick- 
ness, and  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  1864. 

Mr.  Cox  was  born  in  Harrison  Count}-,  Ohio, 
Aug.  2.5,  184.5,  and  is  the  son  of  Joshua  and  Editha 
(Bell)  Cox,  natives  of  Maryland.  The  father  died 
in  Harrison  County,  when  our  subject  was  a  j^oung 
child.  He  had  never  been  of  robust  constitution, 
and  although  remaining  upon  the  farm  and  super- 
intending its  operations,  was  able  to  do  but  little 
manual  labor,  consumption  having  fastened  upon 
him,  which  claimed  him  for  a  victim  when  about 
forty-eight  years  «f  age.  'i'he  mother  continued  a 
resident  of  the  Buckej-e  .State,  and  died  there  in  May, 
1 88.5,  at  an  advanced  age ;  both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children,  nine 
in  number,  were  named  respectively:  William  E., 
Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  .James.  .Tohn,  Ebenezer,  George, 
.Jo.'jhna  T.  and  .Sarah. 

After  leaving  the  anny  Air.  Cox  returned  to  In's 
old  home  in  Ohio,  where  he  was  various!}'  employed, 
and  finally  appointed  cashier  of  the  Tuscarawas 
Valley  Bank  at  New  Comerstown,  which  position 
he  occupied  about  five  years.  He  came  to  Illinois  in 
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1876,  locating  first  on  a  farm  near  Fairbury,  where 
he  carried  on  agriculture  until  accumulating  means 
with  which  to  purchase  his  present  homestead.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Thomp- 
son, Jan.  25,  1883.  Mrs.  Cox  is  of  English  birth 
and  parentage,  beginning  life  in  Huntingdonshire, 
April  19,  1863.  Her  parents,  Charles  and  Emma 
(Hillson)  Thompson,  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1873,  and  located  in  Minonk,  111.,  where 
the  mother  died  nine  years  later,  in  December, 
1882.  Mr.  Thompson  is  still  living  and  a  resident 
of  Washburn,  Woodford  County,  wheie  he  carries 
on  butchering.  The  parental  family  included  twelve 
children,  namely:  Sarah  A.,  Alberta,  James,  George 
W.,  Sarah,  Charles  E.,  Polly,  John,  Emma,  Lizzie, 
Florence  and  Ella.  Sarah  A.,  Alberta  and  Polly  are 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  have  two  sons — Charles 
D.  aud  Amos  F. 

In  addition  to  his  farming  and  stock  operations 
Mr.  Cox  in  the  year  1887  interested  himself  in  a 
steam  thiesher  of  the  J.  I.  Case  pattern,  which  he 
has  operated  to  good  advantage,  in  thirty  days 
turning  out  60,000  bushels  of  oats.  It  may  readily 
be  surmised  from  the  foregoing  that  he  is  unusually 
wide-awake  and  enterprising,  and  is  never  so  con- 
tented as  when  busily  employed.  He  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  what  is  going  on  around  him,  and  polit- 
ically is  a  true-blue  Republican. 

/^p^  HARLES  H.  HOKE,  the  leading  and  popular 
(li  I-,  liveryman  of  Odell,  although  but  twenty- 
^^^  seven  years  of  age,  has  already  estaljlished 
himself  in  a  good  business  and  secured  the  patron- 
age of  the  best  people  in  his  township.  He  is  a 
native  of  Livingston  County,  and  was  born  in  Un- 
ion Township,  June  28,  1860.  His  parents,  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Kenney)  Hoke,  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  among  the  most  higiily  re- 
spected residents  of  the  northeastern  part  of  Liv- 
ingston County. 

Mr.  Hoke,  as  the  son  of  a  farmer,  passed  his 
childhood  amid  the  quiet  scenes  of  counti'y  life,  and 
like  Whittier's  '-barefoot  boy,"  attended  tlie  com- 
mon school.  He  continued  under  tlie  home  roof  i 
until  twenty -one  years  old  and  then,  having  already 
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formed  his  plans  for  the  future,  married  one  of  the 
nicest  girls  of  the  neighborhood,  Miss  Alice  S. 
Funk,  the  wedding  occurring  at  tlie  home  of  the 
bride,  Nov.  22,1881.  Mrs.  Hoke  was  the  eighth 
in  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to  her  parents, 
Abram  and  Margaret  (Hutchison)  Funk,  a  sketch 
of  whom  appears  on  another  page  of  this  Album. 

The  young  people  first  settled  on  a  farm  in  Un- 
ion Township,  not  far  from  the  parental  homestead, 
but  Mr.  H.  believing  he  could  do  better  elsewhere, 
repaired  to  Odell  and  purchased  the  liver}'  outfit  of 
Mr.  Vo.sburg.  The  following  May  14,  the  estab- 
lishment was  destroyed  by  a  cyclone,  which  carried 
away  indiscriminately  animals  and  vehicles.  The 
harness  and  other  equipments  were  many  of  them 
scattered  to  the  four  winds.  Mr.  Hoke,  however, 
made  the  best  of  circumstances  and  immediately 
re-established  himself  in  the  same  business,  in  which 
he  has  prospered  and  built  up  a  fine  patronage  both 
in  the  citj-  and  suburbs.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  members  of  the  Horse  Fair  Association, 
which  meets  monthly  and  furnishes  a  market  for 
this  necessary  animal  within  a  radius  of  thirty-five 
miles. 

Considering  the  important  interests  over  which 
Mr.  Hoke  has  control,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at 
that  he  finds  little  time  to  meddle  with  the  concerns 
of  his  neighbors  or  enter  into  the  strife  for  public 
office.  He  recognizes,  however,  the  influence  of 
each  citizen  upon  the  affairs  of  the  country,  and 
performs  his  dut}'  in  times  of  general  election  by 
casting  his  vote  with  the  Republican  party. 


^^/  LSOM  P.  CHAMPLIN.     By  a  law  of    na- 
i@A-J|    ture  the  traits  of  the  parents  are  often  trans- 
II  w    mitted  to  the  children,  and  if  the   sins  of 
(^  the  father  are  visited  upon  the  sons  in  some 

instances,  there  are  undeniable  and  unmistakable 
evidences  that  the  virtues  of  the  parents  are  in- 
herited by  sons  and  daughters,  and  in  this  wa}'  the 
equilibrium  between  the  good  and  the  bad  is  main- 
tained. In  the  sketch  we  have  in  hand  are  traced 
the  lives  of  the  father  and  mother,  who  were  honest 
members  of  societj'  while  living,  and  were  sincerely 


mourned  when  dead,  and  it  is  to  one  of  their  off- 
spring this  page  is  dedicated.  In  him  will  be  found 
those  traits  that  characterize  honorable  and  hon- 
ored parents,  and  fully  illustrate  the  axiom,  ''Like 
father,  like  son." 

Mr.  Champlin  is  a  representative  farmer  of  Avoca 
Township,  where  he  is  located  on  section  28.  He  is 
a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y..  where  he  was 
born  on  the  10th  of  June,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of 
Moses  and  Tirzah  Champlin,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York.  His  paternal  ancestors  are 
of  German,  and  maternal  ancestors,  of  English  de- 
scent; both  his  maternal  and  paternal  grandfathers, 
it  is  said,  were  soldiers  in  the  War  of  1812.  To  his 
parents  were  born  eight  ciiildren,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing survive:  I^ewis  C.  Alsom  P.,  Henry  C, 
Nancy  M.,  and  Ella  J.,  the  wife  of  EYvdS  Virgin. 

When  about  twelve  years  of  age  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  accompanied  his  parents  when  they  re- 
moved to  lOinois,  where  they  settled  in  Woodford 
County,  whence,  after  a  short  time  they  removed  to 
Marshall  County,  where  they  resided  until  1857. 
In  the  spring  of  that  year  they  came  to  Livingston 
County,  settling  in  Avoca  Township,  where  the 
father  died  on  the  1 1th  of  January,  1887,  and  the 
mother  on  the  10th  of  August  of  the  same  year. 
Moses  Champlin  came  to  this  county  a  poor  man, 
and  through  hard  work,  good  management  and 
economy,  acquired  a  comfortable  home  for  his  fam- 
ily. He  was  one  of  the  representative  pioneers  of 
the  count}',  and  was  esteemed  by  all  for  his  many 
virtues  and  scrupulous  honesty  in  all  his  business 
transactions.  It  can  very  truly  be  said  that  in  his 
death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens  and 
most  public-spirited  men — a  man  who  was  always 
engaged  in  some  good  work.  In  political  aftilia- 
tions  he  was  always  loyal  to  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  was  a   member  for  man}'  years. 

Alsom  P.  Champlin  has  been  a  f.armer  all  his  life, 
and  in  connection  with  that  occupation,  has  at 
times  engaged  in  the  work  of  a  plasterer  and  mason. 
On  the  10th  of  August,  187C,  he  was  married  to 
Jennie  Virgin,  of  Livingston  County,  and  they  have 
had  one  child,  upon  whom  they  conferred  the  names 
of  Clara  Myrtle.  Mr.  Champlin  owns  a  good  farm, 
in  the  management  of  which  he  has  been  eminently 
successful.     In  many  traits  of  his  character  he    re-  ^ 
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sembles  his  father,  and  is  esteemed  for  nianj'  of  the 
virtues  which  were  possessed  b,y  his  son.  He  also 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  gives  his  best  ener- 
ijies  to  that  party.  On  account  of  his  warm  inter- 
est in  all  educational  matters  he  has  been  for  several 
successive  terms  chosen  as  Director  of  Schools,  and 
has  also  served  as  Assessor  of  Avoca  Township. 
He  and  his  wife  oecupj-  an  enviable  position  in  the' 
esteem  and  respect  of  their  neighbors,  and  what- 
ever they  find  to  do  for  the  good  of  the  riimmunity 
they  do  with  a  right  good  will. 

^TNDEEW  ,I.  CORBIN.  One  of  the  snug- 
|@/jl:    gest  SO-acre   farms  in  ^Esnien  Township  is 

//Mfi  located  on  section  4,  and  has  been  owned 
^  and  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch 

for  thirty -three  years.  Mr.  Corbin  w^as  born  in  Har- 
rison County,  W.  Va..  on  the  11th  of  August,  1818, 
and  was  the  3-oungest  in  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Anderson  and  Elizabeth  (Haines) 
Corbin,  natives  of  the  eastern  part  of  Virginia,  were 
the  parents.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, and  lived  and  died  in  Harrison  County.  He 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  entering  the  Conti- 
nental army  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  serving  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  He  experienced  all  the 
liardships  and  horrors  of  that  period  in  the  history 
of  our  country,  and  at  one  time  lived  seven  days 
on  a  few  grains  of  corn  and  an  old  leather  belt 
which  he  burned  to  a  crisp  and  ate.  He  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty -six,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1845. 

Mr.  Corbin  was  reared  to  farm  life.,  and  had  no 
0])portunities  for  education  except  short  terms  at 
country  schools  ift  the  winter  season.  Fioni  the 
time  he  was  sixteen  years  old  he  worked  in  a  black- 
smith-shop on  his  father's  place,  and  became  quite 
proficient  in  that  trade,  which  he  followed  exclu- 
sively for  eight  year».  On  the  l.sth  of  January, 
184;),  he  was  married  to  .Sarah  J.,  >econd  child  in  .-i 
family  of  eight,  born  to  Ur.  Jesse  and  Mary  (Lucas) 
Flowers,  who  were  of  Irish  ancestry.  Before  mar- 
riage Mr.  Corbin  went  to  work  in  a  distillery,  wlieie 
he  remained  for  four  3'ears,  and  followc'd  the  same 
occupation  for  five  years  after  marriage.  He  then 
bought  eleven  acres  of  land  and  farmed  until  18.J4, 


when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
TJvingston  County,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  Esmen  Township,  which  constitutes  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  He  immediately 
moved  upon  this  farm,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
life  to  developing  and  improving  it.  They  have 
had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living — Thomas 
J..  Francis  B.,  Rachel  and  William  Perrj-.  The  eldest, 
Celia  Ann,  and  an  infant  are  dead  ;  Thomas  married 
Mary  Nichols,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Chase 
County,  Kan.;  thej'  have  a  family  of  nine  children 
— ^Joanna,  Nora,  Anderson,  Bertha,  Charlie,  Lloyd, 
Morgan,  Olive  and  Jackson.  Francis  also  lives  in 
Chase  County,  and  is  a  farmer  and  horse-dealer; 
Rachel  is  the  wife  of  Benjamin  I'lowers,  of  Em- 
poria, Lyons  Co.,  Kan.,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, Cecil  and  Nettie;  Perry  married  Flora  Rhodes; 
thej'  have  three  children — Jessie  S.,  Ora  and  an  in- 
fant. 

Mr.  Corbin  has  never  taken  a  very  active  part  in 
politics,  but  invariably  casts  his  vote  for  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  He  has  served  as  School  Director, 
and  Road  Commissioner  several  times.  During  the 
late  war  he  was  drafted  for  service  in  the  army,  but 
lieing  over  the  age  established  by  law  for  compul- 
sory service,  he  was  never  taken  into  active  service. 
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.^^EORGE  B.  MUNGER,  a  retired  hotel-keeper, 
(/[  but  now  the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  land  on 
"^^^J  sections  3;")  and  36,  Esmen  Township,  where 
he  is  devoting  his  time  exclusively  to  agricult- 
ure and  stock-raising,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Sullivan,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  0th  of  April, 
1838,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  seven  boys, 
children  of  William  H.  and  Emily  A.  (Bushnell) 
Munger,  natives  of  New  York.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  Reuben  and  Betsey  (Chapman) 
Bushnell,  who  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Munger  was  an  inn-keeper,  and  built 
Lafayette  Hall  at- Verona,  N.  Y.,  and  kept  it  as  a 
hotel  for  twenty-five  years.  He  was  an  enterpris- 
ing man,  and  largely  interested  in  the  country's 
progress  at  that  time.  He  was  a  neighbor  and  warm 
personal  friend  of  Hon.  Horatio  Seymour,  and 
»» 
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wielded  a  strong  influence  in  State  polities.  He 
(lied  in  1854.  The  widow  survives  him,  and  re- 
sides with  her  son  at  the  Arcade  Hotel,  Si)riiigfield, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Munger  was  reared  to  hotel  life,  and  was 
educated  in  the  citj"  schools  of  his  home.  His 
mother  moved  West,  and  settled  near  Morris,  111., 
where  she  had  purchased  a  farm.  He  remained  at 
home  until  the  war  broke  out,  and  in  August,  1861, 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  3Cth  Illinois  Infantry, 
Capt.  Parkhnrst  commanding.  Mr.  Munger  be- 
gan to  raise  a  conipanj'',  but  afterward  united  his 
men  with  Capt.  Parkhurst's  command,  and  was 
mustered  in  at  Aurora.  The  eon-.panj'  was  placed 
under  Col.  Grossell,  and  was  first  sent  to  Rolla, 
Mo.,  where  lie  was  assigned  to  Curtis'  command, 
which  was  attached  to  the  Army  of  the  Southwest. 
It  was  engaged  in  active  skirmishing  from  the  start, 
and  met  the  first  stubborn  resistance  at  Pea  Ridge. 
After  this  engagement  Curtis'  army  moved  from 
Pea  Ridge  in  the  direction  of  Helena,  Ark.,  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  which  place  was  reached  after  a 
long  and  severe  march,  through  a  country  which 
was  barren  of  subsistence.  Mr.  Munger  remained 
with  the  same  division  during  his  entire  service, 
participating  in  all  the  marches  and  engagements  in 
which  it  took  part.  Three  of  his  brothers  were  in 
the  service  also.  He  was  injured  at  Pea  Ridge,  but 
not  womided  afterward.  All  the  brothers  went 
through  the  war  without  serious  damage,  but  one  of 
them  died  soon  after  his  return.  Mr.  Munger  was 
mustered  out  at  Washington,  and  returned  to  his 
home,  where  he  spent  the  next  year,  and  then  he 
and  his  brother  started  a  hotel  at  Bridgeport,  N.  Y. 
In  the  city  above  mentioned,  on  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, 18G3,  Mr.  Mmiger  married  Miss  Mary  M. 
Siver,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Betsey  (Ochempach) 
Siver,  who  were  natives  of  New  Y^ork.  Three  years 
later  they  came  West,  where  he  bought  a  hotel  at 
Earlville.  He  remained  there  three  years,  and  then 
went  to  Princeton,  111.,  and  purchased  the  Empire, 
the  leading  hotel  there.  He  bought  it  on  Tuesday, 
and  on  Thursday  it  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire, 
without  any  insurance,  leaving  him  to  begin  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder  again.  In  a  little  while  he 
started  the  National  Hotel  in  the  same  town,  from 
which  he  went  into  the  American,  remaining  in  that 


place  altogether  seven  years.  From  there  he  went  to 
Chicago,  where  he  managed  the  Burdick  House 
three  j'ears,  the  Clifton  House  some  years,  and  the 
JIatteson  House  five  j-ears.  He  then  concluded  to 
quit  the  hotel  business  and  become  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser.  In  December  of  188.5  he  bought  a 
little  more  than  1,000  acres  of  land  iu  the  township 
of  Esmen,  which  he  has  stocked  with  fine  Norman 
horses,  Short-horn  cattle  and  Southdown  sheep, 
and  where  he  proposes  to  indulge  his  taste  for  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Ml',  and  Mrs.  Munger  have  but  one  child,  Carrie 
E.,  wife  of  Clarence  Russell  Britton,  of  the  Britton 
Iron  and  Steel  Company,  of  Cleveland,  where  they 
reside.  Mr.  Blunger  takes  no  part  in  political  mat- 
ters, but  devotes  his  entire  time  to  business  and 
domestic  affairs. 


/^\  HESTER  F.  CROUCH.  The  early  life  of 
(if-^  this  gentleman  was  spent  in  New  England 
^^^/'  among  the  New  Hampshire  hills,  where  his 
birth  took  place  in  the  little  village  of  Haverhill, 
Aug.  27,  1815.  He  was  reared  and  educated  inhis 
native  county,  remaining  under  the  home  roof  until 
after  passing  his  thirtj'-first  year,  and  working  with 
his  father  on  the  farm,  which  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  the  latter  for  a  long  period.  He  came  to 
the  AVest  in  1854,  and  two  years  later  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  his  present  homestead,  which  now 
consists  of  one-quarter  of  section  22  in  Indian 
Grove  Township.  He  brought  with  him  to  Illi- 
nois the  substantial  traits  of  character  with  which 
he  had  been  born  and  bred,  and  is  tacitly  accorded 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Ephraim  and  Rebecca 
(Whitmore)  Crouch,  also  natives  of  the  old  Granite 
State,  where  thejf  spent  their  entire  lives.  They 
are  remembered  by  their  son  as  Christian  people 
possessi.'d  of  the  noblest  qualities,  and  performing- 
all  their  duties  in  life  as  parents,  neighbors  and 
friends,  in  a  most  praiseworthy  manner.  Ephraim 
Crouch  was  reared  to  farming   pursuits,  which  he 
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followed  all  his  life  near  the  place  of  his  birth,  and 
there  rested  from  his  labors  in  August,  1853.  He 
was  a  Christian  in  the  broadest  sense  of  the  word, 
although  never  having  connected  himself  with  any 
religious  organization.  The  same  ma3'  be  said  of 
the  mother,  who  passed  to  her  rest  manj'  years 
previous  to  the  death  of  her  husband,  her  decease 
taking  place  in  December,  18o7,  while  she  wascom- 
parativelj-  a  young  woman.  The  eight  children  of 
the  parental  household  were  named  respectively, 
Eliza,  Sarah,  Rebecca,  Olive,  Franklin,  Chester  F., 
Richard  and  Ephraim.  Of  these  six  are  living  and 
mostly  residents  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Crouch  was  first  married  in  New  Hampshire 
in  1847,  to  Miss  Harriet  Taplin,  who  remained  his 
companion  for  a  period  of  thirty  j-ears  and  passed 
awaj-  Nov.  20,  1877,  leaving  two  children — George 
B.,  who  married  Miss  Lucetta  Watkins,  and  Evelyn, 
Mrs.  Elliott  Carter;  both  reside  in  this  county. 
The  mother  came  to  the  West  with  her  husband 
and  died  at  her  home  in  this  township,  where  her 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Indian  Grove  Ceme- 
tery. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
'  married  Oct.  20,  1879,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Ursula 
(Makepeace)  Sackett,  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Jane  Makepeace,  and  widow  of  James  Sackett. 
The  latter,  a  native  of  Lewis  County,  N.  Y.,  was 
born  in  1822,  followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township  in  1871. 
He  was  a  true  Christian  gentleman,  and  served  as 
Class-Leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
for  many  years.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  Illi- 
nois twenty  years,  locating  first  in  Kendall  Count}^, 
whence  four  3'ears  later  he  came  to  Livingston  and 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  in  Pleasant  Ridge  Town- 
ship, where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  held  the  of- 
fice of  Justice  of  the  Peace  four  years. 

.Mrs.  Ursula  Crouch  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1827.  Her  father  and  mother  were  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  respect- 
ively, and  their  family  included  seven  children, 
namely:  Lucy,  Ursula.  Jackson,  Mary  J.,  Solomon, 
John  D.  and  Lydia.  The  marriage  of  Ursula  with 
.Mr.  Sackett  resulted  in  ilic  liirth  of  ten  children, 
namely:  John    H.,    Delia,   Saljrina,   Emma,   J.    E., 


Mary,  Ella,  Lydia,  Hattie  and  Willie.  Mr.  Crouch 
is  a  decided  Republican,  politically,  and  served  as 
Postmaster  at  Haverhill  eight  j'ears. 
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ILLIAM  A.  PHILLIPS  occupies  the  home- 
stead of  his  father,  one  of  the  most  thor- 
oughly cultivated  farms  of  Newtown  Town- 
ship, and  also  represents  this  township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors.  He  is  a  man  of 
standing  in  his  community,  possessing  good  business 
capacities,  and  in  all  respects  a  public-spirited  and 
liberal-minded  citizen.  His  property  is  located  on 
section  5,  and  he  in  common  with  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  farmers  of  Livingston  County,  takes 
pride  in  his  live  stock  especially,  and  gives  to  this 
department  a  large  share  of  his  attention. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  under 
the  roof  where  he  now  lives,  Oct.  3,  1855,  and  is 
the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Zeigler)  Phillips,  a 
sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
Album.  The  father  is  still  living  on  the  old 
homestead.  The  dwelling  formerly'  stood  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  west,  whence  it  -was  removed  to 
its  present  location  .as  being  a  more  convenient  and 
desirable  one. 

Y^oung  Phillips  passed  his  childhood  and  j-outh 
after  the  manner  of  most  farmers'  sons  in  the  early 
days,  and  pursued  his  first  studies  at  the  district 
schools.  He  was  a  studious  boy,  ambitious  to  ex- 
cel, and  in  the  fall  of  1872,  when  seventeen  years 
old,  repaired  to  Clarke  County,  where  he  took  a  thor- 
ough course  of  study,  spending  two  years  and  six 
months  preparing  to  enter  upon  a  collegiate  course 
at  Westfield  College.  His  plans,  however,  were 
sadly  broken  in  upon  by  his  failing  health,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  abandon  his  books  and  return  to  the 
more  active  life  of  the  farm.  Soon  afterward  he 
commenced  working  on  his  own  account  and  began 
the  establishment  of  a  home  for  himself. 

In  pursuance  of  his  later  plans  Mr.  Phillips  now 
secured  himself  a  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person 
of  Miss  Catherine  Parcel,  to  whom  he  was  married 
at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Westfleld,  Aug.  27, 
1870,  Rev.  William  McGinnis,  of  the  United 
Brethren    Church,  officiating.      Mrs.    Phillips    was 
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born  in  Westfleld,  May  8,  1857,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  I.  and  Jane  (McQuern)  Parcel,  natives 
vespeetivelj'  of  New  Jersej'  and  North  Carolina. 
The  father  was  born  in  1805,  and  the  mothei-  about 
1821-22.  The  parents  of  both  migrated  first  to 
Ohio  during  its  early  settlement,  and  subsequently 
to  Indiana,  where  the  young  peoi)le  were  married. 
From  the  new  State  of  Indiana  they  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  located  in  Clark  County,  where  they 
still  live,  the  mother  in  good  health  but  the  father 
quite  feeble.  They  are  people  highly  respected  bj- 
all  who  know  them,  and  members  in  good  standing 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Their  six  children 
were  named  respectively,  Margaret  and  Frances, 
twins;  Samuel,  Catherine,  Alexander  and  Linnie. 
Of  these  two  are  deceased,  and  the  others  are  mar- 
ried and  residents  mostly  of  Illinois.  Margaret, 
the  widow  of  Edwin  Fish,  resides  in  Kans.is. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillips  after  their  marriage  made 
their  home  at  their  present  residence,  and  are  the 
parents  of  one  child,  a  son,  Clifford,  born  March 
17,  1885.  The}'  belong  to  the  United  Brethren 
Church  at  Smithdale.  The  wife  of  our  subject  is 
in  every  way  fitted  to  be  the  companion  of  an  in- 
telligent and  well-educated  man,  having  taken  a 
course  of  studies  at  "VYestfteld  College,  giving  par- 
ticular attention  to  music,  in  which  she  became 
proficient  as  a  performer,  and  engaged  in  teaching 
before  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Phillips  is  a  firm  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  besides  his  present  office  has  held  that 
of  Township  Clerk.  He  has  been  Supervisor  of 
Newtown  four  years,  and  has  proved  himself  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

■itl  OHN  COCKRAM.  The  United  States  pos- 
sesses more  inducements  to  emigrants  from 
European  countries  than  any  other  country 
in  the  world,  and  affords  more  opportunities 
also  for  the  vocations  of  life.  All  varieties  of  cli- 
mate are  represented  within  its  boundaries,  and  its 
natural  resources  include  nearly  all  that  are  com- 
prehended by  other  sections  of  the  globe.  So  far 
as  climate  and  soil  are  concerned,  they  stand  unex- 
celled for  the  production  of  crops,  which  form   the 


staple  of  life  iri  all  civilized  countries,  and  as  far  as 
the  relations  of  the  people  are  concerned,  the  far- 
mer in  this  country  is  the  peer  of  any  other  man, 
no  matter  what  his  calling  in  life  may  be.  or  how 
exalted  his  political  position. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  representa- 
tive and  progressive  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  resid- 
ing on  section  30,  in  Avoea  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Devonshire,  England.  He  was  born  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1836,  and  can  consequently  celebrate  his 
birthday  and  the  anniversary  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  of  his  adopted  conntr}'  simultane- 
ously. He  is  the  second  son  of  William  .ind  Mar- 
tha Cockrani,  also  natives  of  England.  While  j'et 
a  boy  in  his  native  country  he  received  a  very  fair 
English  education,  and  acquired  a  practical  exper- 
ience in  farming.  In  1  856  he  took  passage  at  Liv- 
erpool on  a  steamer  bound  for  America,  and  after 
a  voyage  of  nine  days  landed  at  Quebec,  whence  he 
almost  immediately  proceeded  to  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  he  resided  in  Batavia  for  about  eight 
years. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  1862,  at  Batavin,  N.  Y.. 
Mr.  Cockram  was  married  to  Helen  Haslip,  a  na- 
tive of  London,  England.  In  the  fall  of  18G9  they 
came  west  and  located  in  Livingston  County,  where 
for  several  years  they  lived  on  rented  land  until  he 
could  acquire  sufficient  means  with  which  to  pur- 
chase a  farm.  Their  efforts  in  this  direction  were 
successful,  and  the  home  place  now  consists  of 
eighty  acres  of  well-improved  land,  equipped  with 
appropriate  buildings.  When  he  landed  in  Amer- 
ica he  had  but  $8  in  his  pocket  with  which  to  begin 
life  among  strangers  and  in  a  strange  land,  but  he 
had  an  indomitable  will  and  a  determination  to 
succeed,  having  come  to  this  country  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  it  his  permanent  home. 

Mr.  Cockram  is  a  Democrat  when  it  comes  to 
National  issues,  but  in  the  matter  of  electing  town- 
ship .and  county  officers  he  gives  his  support,  re- 
oardless  of  party,  to  the  candidate  he  considers 
most  competent  to  fill  the  office.  He  has  been  fre- 
quently solicited  to  accept  office  at  the  hands  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  but  has  invariably  declined,  be- 
ing of  an  unassuming  nature,  and  not  having  a 
taste  for  office-holding.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
reputable  and  respected  members  of  society,  and 
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enjoy  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community. 
The}-  are  so  situated  that  in  their  declining  j'ears 
they  will  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  life,  and  will 
look  Imok  with  considerable  satisfaction  at  the 
events  which  led  up  to  their  success. 

NDKHW  B.  CLAUDON,  money  loaner, 
grain  and  coal   dealer,   and   owner   of   the 

I'  *  Fairbur}-  Elevator,  was  born  in  Lorraine, 
while  it  was  yet  a  Province  <if  France, 
Aug.  31.  184(),  and  is  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Bar- 
bara (Bechler)  Claudon,  who  were  also  natives  of 
France.  The  father  was  born  in  1800  and  is  still 
living  in  France,  following  his  occupation  of  farm- 
ing. The  mother  was  born  in  181-1,  and  died  in 
January,  1 880. 

Mr.  Claudon  is  one  of  a  family  (if  eight  children, 
namelj':  Christian,  Joseph,  Mary,  Andrew  B.,  Bar- 
bara, Peter,  Nicholas  B.,  and  one  who  died  in  in- 
fauc3".  Christian  married  Miss  Annie  Beckler;  Jo- 
seph married  Miss  jNIary  Mosierman ;  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  JL  D.  King;  Barbara  married  C.  Summers, 
and  they  are  residents  of  France;  Peter  married 
Miss  Katie  Vercler,  now  deceased,  and  his  second 
marriage  was  to  Miss  Lena  Engel;  Nicholas  B.  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Schertz,  of  Tazewell  County,  111. ; 
they  have  two  children — Chester,  and  an  infant  not 
named. 

Andrew  and  Nicholas  conii)ose  the  firm  of 
Claudon  Bros.,  grain  dealers,  which  business  was 
established  in  the  fall  of  1877.  They  are  the  larg- 
est grain-buyers  in  Livingston  County,  their  pur- 
chases annually  aggregating  about  (JOO  carloads. 
The}'  have  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  grain- 
raisers  of  all  this'section  of  Illinois,  and  virtually 
eonti-ol  the  trade  within  the  ter;itory  tributary  to 
Fairbury.  Andrew  B.  Claudon  was  married,  in 
1877,  to  .Miss  Mollie  A.  McDowell,  n  native  of  Illi- 
nois, where  she  was  born  in  18.13.  Tiiey  have  had 
three  children — AUie  B.,  Annie  J,  and  Burt,  liie 
last-named  dying  in  infancy. 

Nicholas  Claudon  was  married  on  the  :id  of  Feli- 
riiary,  1882,  to  Miss  Mary  .Sehirtz,  whose  father, 
Jo.-eph  .Scliirtz,  a  miller  ])y  occupation,  wa>  one  of 
tlie  pioneers  of  Tazewell  County;  she  was  born  in 


iMay,  1860.  Nicholas  Claudon  came  to  Illinois  in 
1873,  and  located  in  Chenoa,  where  he  remained 
seven  years  engaged  in  farming.  In  1881  he  moved 
to  Danvers,  McLean  County,  where  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  C.  R.  Stuckey,  as  dealers  in  gen- 
eral merchandise,  in  which  business  they  accumu- 
lated some  monej'.  On  the  oth  of  July,  1883, 
Nicholas  disposed  of  his  interest  there  and  moved 
to  Fairbury,  and  entered  into  partnership  in  the 
grain  business  with  his  brother.  Andrew  B.  Clau- 
don came  to  Illinois  in  1867,  locating  in  Chenoa, 
where  he  remained  two  years  engaged  in  the  har- 
ness business.  In  1869  he  closed  up  his  affairs  there 
and  came  to  Fairbury,  where  he  worked  at  the  same 
business  for  five  j'ears,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
made  a  visit  to  Europe  and  again  looked  upon  the 
scenes  of  his  childhood.  Upon  his  return  to  the 
United  States,  he  entered  upon  the  business  of  grain- 
buyer,  which  he  has  since  continued.  In  political 
matters  both  brothers  act  with  the  Republican 
party. 

^ ^#. ^- 

lf|_^  IRAM  DRONENBURG,  a  representative 
if^'j  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Owego  Town- 
^\J/  ship,  where  he  owns  a  finely  cultivated  tract 
>(©)  ^^  ^^^  acres  on  section  4,  is  a  native  of 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  where  his  birth  took  place 
•Dec.  28,  1817.  He  remained  in  his  native  State 
until  after  his  marriage,  and  then  migrating  west- 
ward to  Marshall  County,  III.,  during  its  jiioneer 
days,  pitched  his  tent  in  this  locality,  and  here  he 
has  since  remained.  This  movement  on  his  part 
proved  an  advantageous  one  for  himself  and  of 
equal  benefit  to  the  community.  He  has  acquitted 
himself  creditably  as  a,  citizen  and  with  marked 
skill  as  an  agricnlturist,  besides  developing  prime 
qualities  as  a  business  man. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Madary)  Dronenburg,  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  paternal  ancestors  were  of  Holland 
descent.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
.lacob  Dronenburg,  Sr.,  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  spent  his  last  years  in  his  native  Maiyland. 
Iliiani,  of  our  sketch,  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of 
twelve  children,  i>f  whom  besides  our  subject  the 
following   survive,   namely:  Jacob,   of    Maryland; 
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Margaret,  widow  of  the  late  Charles  Ilagaii,  of 
Richmond,  Va.;  Ileiir}',  of  Maryland  ;  Rachel,  the 
widow  of  the  late  Samuel  Kitsmiller,  of  Bartholo- 
mew County,  Ind. ;  Mary  A.,  Mi's.  Nathan  Jones, 
of  Maryland,  who  is  now  a  widow;  William  and 
Charles.  The  two  last  named  are  also  residents 
of  Maryland. 

Mr.  Dronenbiirg  spent  his  childhood  and  yonth 
in  his  native  county,  receiving  a  limited  edncation 
and  assisting  his  father  in  the  blaeksmith-sho|), 
(where  the  latter  employed  much  of  his  time)  until 
fourteen  years  of  age.  The  father  of -the  family 
was  then  called  hence,  his  death  taking  place  about 
1832.  Several  of  the  sons  of  Jacob  Dronenburg 
had  learned  the  trade  of  their  father,  and  after  the 
death  of  the  latter  Hiram  also  began  a  regular  ap- 
prenticeship, and  followed  blacksmith ing  entirely 
until  1857,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Illinois.  He 
was  a  resident  t>f  Marshall  Count}' until  1871,  and 
thence  came  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  prac- 
tically abandoned  blacksmithing  and  took  up  the 
more  congenial  pursuit  of  agriculture. 

When  Mr.  Dronenburg  took  possession  of  the 
land  which  he  now  owns  the  sod  had  scarcely  been 
turned  by  the  plowshare,  and  the  transformation 
which  has  been  brought  about,  it  will  be  apparent 
at  once  to  the  reflective  mind,  has  been  accom- 
plished only  by  the  most  perseveiing  industry  and 
patient  waiting.  The  fields  are  now  enclosed  with 
beautiful  hedge  fencing,  and  the  dwelling  is  sur- 
rounded b}'  shade  and  ornamental  trees,  while  a 
fine  orchard  stands  in  the  rear,  indicating  at  once 
the  commendable  pride  and  taste  of  the  proprietor. 

The  lady  who  has  shared  the  fortunes  of  our 
subject  for  a  period  of  o\'er  forty-five  years,  and 
to  whom  he  was  married  Dec.  12,  1839,  was  in  her 
girlhood  Miss  Sarah  A.  Price,  a  native  also  of 
Maryland,  and  daughter  of  Job  and  Mary  Price. 
Of  this  union  there  were  born  six  children,  of  whom 
thej'  have  suffered  the  loss  of  three.  Those  sur- 
viving are:  Bertie,  the  wife  of  Robert  Miller,  of 
Odell  Township;  Robert,  who  is  farming  in  Owego 
Township;  and  Laura,  the  wife  of  David  Dowhow, 
who  resides  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  county. 
Those  deceased  were  named  Mary,  William  and 
Reverd}'.  INLary  died  at  forty-four  years  of  age;  the 
others  passed  away  in  early  childhood. 

4» 


Our  subject  is  essentially  a  self-made  man,  carving 
out  his  own  fortune  unaide<l,  and  has  proved  an  ad- 
mirable illustration  of  the  results  of  industrious  ef- 
fort coupled  with  an  upright  and  worthy  life.  He 
has  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  moial  and  educa- 
tional welfare  of  his  community,  and  has  been  a 
cheerful  and  liberal  contributor  to  those  enter- 
prises tending  to  this  end.  Politically  he  is  a  con- 
scientious Democrat,  and  with  his  estimable  wife 
occupies  an  enviable  position  in  his  township,  en- 
joying the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know 
him.  He  has  represented  Owego  Township  in  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  several  terms,  and  has 
also  served  as  Commissioner  of  Highways,  and  to 
whatever  position  he  has  been  called  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  all  concerned.  Mr.  Dronenburg  and  his 
aged  partner  are  now  ])assing  down  the  sunset  hill 
of  life,  a  life  which  they  may  justly  feel  has  been 
well  spent,  for  they  have  reared  their  children  care- 
fully and  have  striven  to  exert  a  good  influence 
upon  all  around  them. 

<[f|OHN  (i.  LOCKNER.  This  gentleman  is  pro- 
prietor of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  home- 
steads in  Livingston  County.  It  comprises 
160  acres  of  land  and  is  located  on  section 
.J,  in  Germanville  Township,  in  all  respects  forming- 
one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  the  landscape  of 
that  region.  The  soil  has  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  while  the  farm  buildings  invari- 
ably attract  the  attention  of  the  passer-bj-  as  having 
evidently  been  erected  under  the  supervision  of  a 
proprietor  of  refined  tastes  and  ample  means.  The 
residence  stands  on  a  slight  elevation  and  com- 
mands a  view  of  the  surrounding  country  within  a 
radius  of  many  miles,  including  the  town  of  JNIel- 
vin,  which  at  a  distance  of  nine  miles  is  plainly 
visible. 

Mr.  Lockner  took  possession  of  this  delightful 
spot  in  the  spring  of  1871.  -  It  would  not  then  by 
any  means  bear  comparison  with  its  present  condi- 
tion, although  its  natural  advantages  were  great. 
Mr.  Lockner  by  his  skill  and  industry-  has  developed 
in  a  surprising  manner  the  resources  at  hand,  and 
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has  been  well  repaid  for  his  outlaj^  of  time  and 
means.  Of  all  the  men  who  came  from  the  Father- 
land to  build  up  a  home  in  the  New  AYorld  few 
have  been  more  fortunate  in  their  undertakings 
and  none  more  deserving.  The  essential  points  in 
a  history  of  more  than  ordinnrj'  interest  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  central  part  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Prussia,  June  24,  1840.  He  was  the 
second  of  three  children,  the  offspring  of  Goothelf 
and  Anna  Lockner,  w^ho  were  also  of  German  birth 
and  parentage,  and  were  reared  and  married  in  their 
native  Province.  In  1857,  when  John  G.  was  a 
youth  of  seventeen  years,  they  came  to  the  United 
States  with  their  family  and  first  located  in  Men- 
dota,  this  State.  The  parents  resided  in  LaSalle 
County  the  remainder  of  their  days,  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits.  The  father  rested  from  his 
earthlj-  labors  in  the  spring  of  1878,  and  the  mother 
eighteen  months  later,  in  1880.  The  three  children 
of  the  parental  household  were  all  born  in  Ger- 
manj'.  William,  the  youngest,  a  bright  and  intel- 
ligent lad  nine  years  of  age,  was  drowned  in  New 
York  Harbor  when  tlic}-  landed  in  this  country'. 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  John  Dumett,  a  farmer  of  La- 
Salle County. 

Our  subject  celebrated  his  seventeenth  birthdaj' 
upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  voyage  to  Amer- 
ica. He  remained  with  his  parents  on  the  farm 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  in  the  meantime 
having  become  thoroughly  Americanized.  Feeling 
that  the  interests  of  his  adopted  country  were  his 
own,  it  is  not  surprising  therefore,  tliat  now,  in 
commou  with  thousands  of  other  young  patriots, 
he  wa^  anxious  to  do  battle  in  defense  of  her  in- 
stitutions, and  accordingl}'  proffered  his  services  as 
a  soldier  of  tlie  Union,  soon  after  the  first  call  for 
troops.  He  was  mustered  into  service  a.s  a  member 
of  Com  pan}'  B,  11th  Illinois  Infantry,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Sliiloh  and  other  minor  en- 
gagements, aftei-  wliich  lie  was  detailed  to  service 
at  the  headquarters  of  (ici).  .McPherson  for  eight- 
een months.  With  the  exception  of  a  furlough  of 
thirty  days,  he  was  continuously  in  service  there- 
after until  the  close  of  the  war.  During  this  period 
he  traveled  over  nine  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
although  seeing  much   danger  and    hardship,   was 


neither  wounded  nor  captured,  although  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight  at  Shiloh  and  where  five  men 
were  shot  down  at  his  right  side.  He  was  mustered 
out  by  special  order  in  December,  186.5,  at  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.,  after  having  gained  the  marked  ap- 
proval of  his  superior  officers,  and  the  good-will 
and  esteem  of  his  comrades,  by  his  Inavory  and  un- 
selfishness. 

Upon  returning  to  civil  life  Mr.  Lockner  took 
up  his  abode  in  Marshall  Countj',  this  State,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  until  1871. 
Then,  having  some  means,  he  decided  to  invest  in 
real  estate  in  this  countj^  and  settled  "here  he  now 
resides.  Yery  little  of  the  sod  had  been  broken 
and  there  were  no  buildings  of  any  kind.  The  land 
is  novv  all  under  cultivation,  and  the  residence, 
erected  in  1887,  is  acknowledged  to  he  the  best  in 
Germanville  Township.  The  lady  who  has  presided 
over  his  household  affairs  for  a  period  of  nearly 
twenty  years,  w-as  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Catherine 
Seifert,  and  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in 
Woodford  County,  111.,  in  1870.  Mrs.  Lockner 
was  born  in  1842,  and  is  now  the  mother  of  six 
bright  children,  namely:  Jacob,  Mary,  Katie,  John, 
William  and  Henry. 

Mr.  Lockner  is  a  stanch  Repuljlican,  politically, 
and  always  ready  to  support  the  principles  of  his 
p.arty.  He  is  wide-awake,  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious, and  no  man  in  the  county  stands  higiier  or 
enjoys  in  a  larger  degree  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  served  as  School  Di- 
rector in  his  township  and  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

As  illustrative  of  the  progress  made  in  the  style 
of  architecture  in  this  section  of  country  we  present 
on  another  p.age  a  view  of  Mr.  Lockner's  residence. 


ETER  HARRINGTON,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  has  lieen  a  resident  of  Dwight 
Township  for  eighteen  years,  and  is  one  of 
the  most  useful  and  substantial  members 
of  the  agricultural  community'.  The  history  of  his 
family  is  one  eminently  worthy  of  record,  and 
which  he  preserves  with  conscientious  care  as  a  mat 
ter  which  will  be  of  invalu.able  interest  to   his  chil 
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dren.  The  world  iiaturallj'  reverts  to  the  antece- 
dents of  the  prominent  man  involuntarily,  wish- 
ing to  know  under  what  circumstances  he  com- 
menced life,  and  with  what  elements  he  has  had  to 
contend,  particularlj'  if  his  career  has  been  fortu- 
nate, as  has  that  of  our  subject. 

Michael  Harrington,  the  father  of  Peter,  was  born 
in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  whence  he  emigrated 
when  a  j'oung  man,  about  1837,  after  his  marriage, 
and  after  the  birth  of  two  chikben.  The  mother, 
formerly-  Miss  Ellen  Mahony,  was  born  in  the  same 
locality  as  her  husband,  and  cheerfully  accompanied 
him  to  the  New  World,  which  they  had  sought  in 
the  hopes  of  bettering  their  condition  and  giving  to 
their  children  the  advantages  which  there  seemed 
no  prospect  of  obtaining  upon  their  native  soil. 
The}'  located  in  New  York,  where  the  father  was 
employed  at  farming  for  eight  years  following.  In 
1844  they  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  Mr.  Harring- 
ton purchased  a  farm  in  Sankville,  Ozark  County, 
where  he  built  up  a  comfortable  home,  and  where 
his  death  took  place  in  188G.  He  had  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-one  j'ears,  and  his  course 
had  been  such  as  to  secure  for  him  the  highest  re- 
spect of  all  who  knew  him.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  eight  children,  who  were  named  re- 
spectivel}',  Bartholomew,  John,  Peter,  George,  Den- 
nis, Michael,  Blary  and  Ella.  Thej'  are  all  living, 
and  residents  mostly  of  Wisconsin.  The  mother  is 
dead.  Michael  Harrington,  after  becoming  a  nat- 
uralized citizen,  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic part}-,  whose  principles  he  supported  with  all 
the  energy  of  his  character.  He  was  an  industrious, 
hard-working  man,  and  is  remembered  Ijy  his  chil- 
dren with  the  highest  respect  and  veneration. 

Peter  Harringcon  was  born  in  Herkimer  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1837,  and  was  a  lad  of  but  seven  yeai's 
when  his  parents  removed  to  Wisconsin.  He  re- 
members the  fact  that  they  settled  in  a  home  among 
the  Indians,  when  a  large  portion  of  the  country 
was  still  a  wilderness,  and  wild  game  was  plenty. 
Amid  these  surroundings  it  was  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected that  he  could  acquire  a  finished  education, 
but  he  was  naturall}'  fond  of  reading,  and  after  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  first  rudiments,  made 
good  progress  in  learning  through  his  own  exertions 
and  by  the  aid  of  observation  and  experience.  He 
<■  


remained  contented  with  the  quiet  pursuits  of  farm 
life,  his  greatest  ambition  being  the  establishment  of 
a  home  of  his  own. 

The  men  of  thirty  years  ago,  and  in  that  section 
of  country,  not  being  as  fashionable  and  exacting 
as  they  are  at  the  present  day.  bravely  started  out 
wlien  comparatively  young  in  j'ears,  and  took  upon 
themselves  the  responsibilities  of  a  family.  The 
young  ladips  too  were  usually  thoroughl}'  trained  in 
those  arts  wliich  have  such  great  influence  in  the 
happiness  and  contentment  of  a  home.  Young  Har- 
rington accordingly,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
having  already  selected  his  future  helpmeet,  was 
married  in  the  spring  of  1857,  to  Miss  Catherine, 
daughter  of  Dennis  and  Ellen  (Leary)  McCarty,  of 
Saukville,  Wis.  They  settled  contentedly  down  to 
housekeeping  on  the  httle  farm  which  had  been  pre- 
sented Mr.  H.  by  his  father,  and  where  they  resided 
until  1864.  Our  subject  then  disposed  of  his  prop- 
ertj'  in  Wisconsin,  and  removed  with  his  farailj-  to 
Chicago,  111.,  but  six  months  later  rented  a  farm  in 
LaSalle  Countj',  upon  which  he  operated  three  years, 
and  then  secured  possession  of  his  present  farm. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harrington  there  were  born  ten 
children,  whom  they  named  respectively,  Michael, 
Dennis,  Mariah,  Kate,  Daniel,  Celia,  Peter,  John, 
George  and  Arthur. 

The  faithful  and  affectionate  wife  and  mother  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  Dwight  Townsliip, 
March  8,  18G9.  She  possessed  all  the  qualities  of 
a  worthy  Christian  lady,  conscientious  in  the  dis- 
charge of  her  duties,  and  doing  everything  in  her 
power  to  make  the  home  of  her  husband  and  chil- 
dren the  most  attractive  spot  on  earth.  With  her 
husband  and  family  she  adhered  firmly  to  the  Catho- 
lic faith  of  her  forefathers,  and  her  name  is  held  in 
universal  respect  by  all  who  knew  her. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Oct.  8,  1885,  was  formerly  Miss  Ellen, 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Johanna  (Donohoe)  Burk, 
of  Dwight.  Mrs.  Harrington  was  born  July  1, 
1848,  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  Ireland,  and 
was  favored  with  a  good  education  and  careful 
training  in  those  duties  and  accomplishments  which 
have  fitted  her  to  preside  with  nice  judgment  and 
discretion  over  the  home  of  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of   a  highly    intelligent    community. 
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The  Harringtou  homestead  invariably  attracts  the 
eye  of  the  passing  traveler  as  being  one  eniinentlj* 
desirable,  and  under  the  supervision  of  a  gentle- 
man of  g(.K)d  taste  and  thorough  experience  as  a 
farmer  and  business  man.  The  dwellings  are  sub- 
stantial, and  kept  in  good  order,  and  the  farm  stock 
and  machinery  are  entirely  creditable  to  the  proprie- 
tor. 

^,  OUN  W.  MARSH,  who  is  now  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  8  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship, is  a  man  who  has  spent  most  of  his  life 
in  other  business  pursuits,  and  became  an 
agriculturist  but  a  few  years  ago.  lie  is  a  native 
of  JIadisou  Count}',  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  23d  of  Jul}-,  1834.  His  parents  were  James 
and  Esther  (Miller)  Marsh,  the  father  being  a  na- 
tive of  New  England,  and  the  mother  of  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  of 
Scotch-English  descent.  When  about  three  j'ears 
of  age.  his  parents  moved  to  Chenango  County,  N. 
Y'.,and  there  lived  until  he  reached  his  twelfth  year. 
In  his  fifth  year  his  mother  died,  and  iiis  father  died 
when  he  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  making  him 
an  orphan  at  this  tender  age.  After  his  father's 
death  he  returned  to  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
for  two  years  resided  with  an  uncle  named  Isaac 
JIarsh.  At  fourteen  years  of  fige  he  began  busi- 
ness for  himself,  working  by  the  day,  job  or  month. 
In  his  seventeenth  year  he  began  learning  the  trade 
of  a  shoemaker,  serving  for  two  years  and  a  half, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  bought  out  the  busi- 
ness of  his  emploj-er,  Alexander  CoA'ey,  of  Brook- 
field,  N.  Y.,  and  conducted  the  business  success- 
fully for  several  years,  when  he  sol<l  out  with  the 
intention  of  going  West.  He  reconsidered  his  pur- 
pose, howevei',  and  again  entered  into  business  in 
the  .same  town,  which  he  continued  until  nearly  the 
close  of  the  war. 

In  Novemlier,  1854,  Mr.  Marsh  married  Cornelia 
Beebe,  daughter  of  Amos  Bcebe,  of  Madison  Comi- 
ty, N.  Y.,  and  liy  this  marriage  there  were  five  chil- 
(li-en:  Louisa,  the  wife  of  William  Black,  of  Wood- 
ford County,  III.;  Jolm  A.  married  Ellen  A.  Hake, 
of  Woodford  County,  111..  :iiid  i>  ^uperintendent  of 
the    manufacturing   departuicut  and    salesroom  of 


John  McC.alla,  of  Pontiac;  William  A.  is  operating 
a  part  of  the  homestead;  Willis  S.  is  foreman  in 
the  fitting  department  of  the  shoe  manufactory  in 
the  State  Reform  School  at  Pontiac.  John  W. 
Marsh  married  his  present  wife  in  1871,  she  being 
Miss  Lncene  A.  Lawson,  originally  of  AVest  Vir- 
ginia, but  at  the  time  of  marriage  residing  in  Wood- 
ford County,  111.  By  this  marriage  there  are  four 
children — E.sther,  Edson,  Mary  and  Lucinda. 

Mr.  Marsh  came  to  Livingston  County  in  the 
spring  of  1866,  and  was  located  for  two  j^ears  three 
miles  northeast  of  Pontiac,  and  then  moved  to 
Cayuga,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  the  boot 
and  shoe  business.  In  the  fall  of  1869  he  moved 
to  Pontiac,  and  for  a  short  time  was  employed 
in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  for  other  parties,  and 
then  began  business  for  himself,  and  gradually 
worked  his  business  up  to  that  point  that  made  it 
the  largest  in  the  city.  He  continued  in  this  busi- 
ness until  1876,  when  he  moved  to  his  farm,  on 
which  he  has  resided  ever  since.  His  farm  consists 
of  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  successfully 
cultivates. 

Mr.  Marsh  is  a  non-partisan  in  politics,  and  when 
he  does  take  any  part  it  is  in  furtherance  of  the 
rrohibiti<_>n  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  for  many  years  has  devoted  consider- 
able time  to  ministerial  work.  He  lectures  quite 
frequently  in  Livingston  and  adjoining  counties  on 
questions  tif  morality  and  reformation.  He  is  a 
man  of  education  and  large  information,  and  has 
pronounced  views  upon  all  the  questions  of  the 
day,  particularly  those  which  relate  to  religion  and 
reform. 


NDERSON  CORBIN.     The  subject  of  this 
biography   is   one   of  the  oldest  and   most 
highly    respected    residents    of    Snnbury 
(^  Township.  At  the  time  of  his  coming  here, 

in  18.')5,  there  were  but  four  families  within  its 
limits.  He  has  watched  with  interest  and  satisfac- 
tion the  development  and  growth  of  Central  Illi- 
nois, and  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  its  pres- 
ent importance  and  prosperity. 

Mr.    Corbin    was  born  in  Harrison  County,  W. 
Va.,  March  15,  1813,  and  came  to  the  West  in  the 
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strengtli  of  his  young  manhood,  prepared  to  balllc 
with  the  elements  of  life  in  a  new  country,  to  es- 
tablish a  homestead,  and  build  up  a  record  that 
should  reflect  honor  upon  his  posterity.  When  v,-e 
consider  what  he  has  accomplished  and  the  estima- 
tion in  which  he  is  held  by  the  people  who  have 
known  him  so  long  and  well,  it  is  hardh'  necessary 
to  say  that  his  career  has  been  a  success.  He  is 
now  i-etired  from  active  labor,  and  in  the  precincts 
of  a  pleasant  home  in  the  village  of  Blnekstone  is 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  earl}'  industry. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Anderson  Corbin,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Culpeper,  Va.,  and  was  the  son  of 
Francis  Corbin,  also  a  native  of  the  Old  Domin- 
ion. The  latter  was  a  farmer  b}'  occupation  but 
afterward  joined  the  army,  and  died  in  the  service 
of  his  countrjr  while  fighting  on  the  side  of  the 
Colonists  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  His  son 
Anderson,  encouraged  by  the  example  of  his  hon- 
ored sire,  also  entered  the  army  \yhen  but  fourteen 
years  of  age.  He  served  as  a  substitute  until  the 
close,  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Corn- 
wallis.  The  father  of  our  subject,  after  retiring 
to  civil  life,  purchased  a  tract  of  timber  land  in 
Harrison  County,  and  located  there  during  its  ear- 
liest settlement.  He  redeemed  a  farm  frcim  the 
wilderness  and  established  a  comfortable  homestead, 
upon  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his 
death  occurring  about  183.5.  He  had  married  in  early 
manhood  Miss  Elizabeth  Haines,  a  lad)-  of  excellent 
character  and  well  fitted  to  become  the  companion 
of  an  intelligent  and  worthy  man.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Mar^'land,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Henrj'  Haines,  one  of  the  earliest  pio- 
neers of  Harrison  County,  W.  "\'a.  He  removed 
to  Greene  Count}-,  Ohio,  and  died  at  an  advanced 
age. 

The  parental  household  of  our  subject  included 
six  sons  and  six  daughters,  of  whom  Anderson  was 
the  tenth  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Harrison  County,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  until  ready  to  establish  a  home  for 
himself.  After  marri.age  he  pureiiased  a  tract  of 
partly  improved  land  five  miles  from  his  father's 
farm,  where  he  resided  nine  jears.  He  then  sold 
this  propertj'  and  removed  to  Ritchie  County,  \V. 
Va.,  where  he  carried  on  farming  until  the  fall  of 


ISo-k  Not  being  entirely  satisfied  with  the  results 
of  iiis  labor  he  decided  to  seek  the  great  West,  and 
disposing  of  his  property  interests  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion, he  started  upon  a  long  journey  overland 
to  the  Prairie  State.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  seven  children,  and  had  a  conveyance 
consisting  of  a  wagon  drawn  by  two  horses.  Upon 
arriving  at  LaPorte,  Ind.,  however,  they  concluded 
to  spend  the  winter  there,  but  in  the  spring  they 
resumed  their  journey,  and  arrived  in  this  county  on 
the  29th  of  April,  1855.  They  had  traveled  after  the 
manner  of  the  emigrants  of  those  days,  camping 
and  cooking  by  the  wayside  and  sleeping  in  their 
wagon  at  night.  Much  of  their  road  lay  through 
an  untraveled  country,  and  in  many  districts  the 
inhabitants  were  few  and  far  between.  AVild  game 
w.as  plentiful,  and  the  traveler  of  those  days,  who 
seldom  started  out  without  his  gun,  was  able  to 
supylj-  his  family  with  the  finest  of  wild  meats.  In 
this  manner  the  emigrants  fared  not  badly. 

Mr.  Corbin  located  at  once  in  Sunbury  Township, 
where  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land  at 
$.j  per  acre.  It  was  wild  prairie  upon  which  not  a 
furrow  had  been  turned.  He  rented  a  tract  of  im- 
proved land  adjacent,  and  in  connection  with 
farming  carried  on  blacksmithing,  which  he  had 
learned  in  his  native  State.  In  the  course  of  five 
years  he  was  enabled  to  build  upon  his  own  land, 
and  located  in  a  dwelling  of  his  own  in  February, 
1860.  He  also  put  up  a  blacksmith-shop,  and  pur- 
sued his  trade  while  superintending  the  improve- 
ment of  his  farm.  He  lived  and  labored  there  con- 
tinuously until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  wisely 
decided  to  retire  and  spend  his  declining  years  in 
the  ease  and  comfort  which  he  had  so  justly  earned. 
He  accordingly  purchased  a  neat  home  in  Black- 
stone,  and,  surrounded  by  his  children  and  friends, 
is  enjoying  a  green  old  age.  Althougii  having 
passed  beyond  his  threescore  years  and  fen,  he  is 
still  active,  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  National, 
State  and  county  .affairs.  He  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities  for  education  while  young,  .and  has 
alw.ays  kept  up  a  regular  course  of  reading,  by 
which  he  has  become  well  posted  upon  all  matters 
of  general  interest.  His  manners  .are  those  of  a 
gentleman  born  and  bred,  and  his  conversation 
that  of  a  man  who  has  had  a  rich  experience  in  life 
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and  has  kept  his  63-68  opea  to  what  was  going  on  in 
the  world  around  him.  He  is  liberal  in  his  relig- 
ious views,  and  politicallj-  one  of  the  stanchest  ad- 
herents of  the  Democratic  part^'. 

The  lady  who  has  been  the  close  companion  and 
friend  of  our  subject  for  a  period  of  over  fift)- 
j-ears,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Mary  A.  Coplin, 
and  became  his  wife  on  the  4th  of  May,  1837. 
Mrs.  Corbin  is  a  native  of  the  same  county  as  her 
husband,  and  was  born  in  1812.  Her  parents  were 
Benjamin  and  Nanc}*  (Bartlett)  Coplin,  natives  of 
Harrison  Couutj',  "\V.  Va.  Of  her  union  with  our 
subject  there  were  born  the  children  whose  record 
is  as  follows:  Nanc}-  E.,  the  wife  of  William  Van 
Schoy,  is  a  resident  of  Streator,  111. ;  Olive  lives  in 
Pontiac;  Augustine  makes  his  home  in  Streator;and 
Benjamin  remains  with  his  parents  in  Blackstone ; 
Celia  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Bregg,  and  thej- 
are  residents  of  Newtown  Township ;  Garrett  died  in 
1885,  when  fortj'  years  of  age;  Martha  married  C. 
C.  JIcDonnel,  and  died  in  Esmen  Township  in  1880. 
The  children  were  carefully  trained  and  educated, 
and  those  surviving  have  taken  their  rightful  place 
in  tiie  eomuuinity  as  the  offspring  of  one  of  tlie 
most  valued  residents  and  honored  pioneers  of 
Livingston  Countj'. 


-j^j^;» 


■-HEODORE  MONK.  This  gentleman  has 
Iiicated  his  permanent  home  very  many  miles 
from  the  place  of  his  birth,  which  was  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  little  manufactur- 
ing town  of  Sommerda,  Prussia.  He  there  began 
life  Api'il  £6,  1839,  and  at  an  early  age  was  placed 
in  school,  continuing  at  his  studies  until  a  youth  of 
fourteen.  His  parents  were  natives  of  the  same 
Province  as  their  son,  and  the  father,  Gustavus 
Monk,  was  a  cloth-dresser,  preparing  the  material 
for  market  after  it  had  been  woven.  Tlie  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Leinsenbast. 

Our  subject  upon  leaving  school  vvas  bound  <iiit 
to  learn  the  machinist's  trade,  at  which  he  wf)rke(l 
three  years,  and  then  prepared  to  immigrate  with  his 
father  to  tiie  New  World.  They  embarked  on  a 
sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  seven 
weeks  arrived  in  New  York  Harbor,  whence  thej' 


proceeded  to  Milwaukee,  Wis.  There  young  Theo- 
dore secured  employment  at  his  trade,  but  a  year 
later  went  south  to  St.  Louis,  and  for  two  years 
thereafter  was  employed  in  a  machine-shop.  We 
next  find  him  engaged  as  cook  on  board  a  boat  ply- 
ing the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers.  He  was 
tluis  occupied  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  then  enlisted  m  the  4th  Missouri  Cavahy, 
under  the  command  of  one  of  his  own  countr3'men. 
Gen.  Sigel,  and  they  began  to  encounter  the 
enemy  at  various  points  in  the  Southwest.  Later, 
at  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  our  subject  received  a 
serious  injury  from  his  horse  falling  upon  him.  and 
from  which  he  has  never  fully  recoveied.  He 
would  not  abandon  his  comrades,  however,  but 
persisted  in  remaining  in  the  service,  and  was  pres- 
ent at  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Jackson,  and 
all  the  engagements  of  that  campaign,  up  to  the 
siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg.  He  afterward 
with  his  regiment  pushed  on  to  Atlanta,  where, 
having  served  out  the  period  of  his  enlistment, 
three  years  and  four  months,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged and  mustered  out  at  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Monk  upon  leaving  the  army  came  to  Peoria 
and  engaged  as  "mine  host"  of  the  Washington 
House.  Six  mouths  later  he  abandoned  hotel- 
keeping,  and  locating  in  Minonk  engaged  in  the 
grocery  trade,  where  he  continued  successf  ullj'  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  yeais.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
been  married,  Sept.  9,  1866,  to  Miss  Louisa,  daugh- 
ter of  George  A.  and  Dorothea  (Swartz)  Sauer,  of 
Nebraska  Township,  Livingston  Countj^  Rev.  Henry 
C.  Dent  officiating.  While  residents  of  Minonk 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  there.  Since  their  removal  to  Nebraska 
Township  there  has  been  born  one  more.  Their 
eldest  son,  Emil  T.,  was  born  July  29,  1867;  Will- 
iam H.,  Nov.  9,  1868;  Matilda  L.,  Dec.  28,  1871; 
Elizabeth  F.,  July  20,  1874;  Lydia  D.,  May  28, 
1880;  George  A.,  Sept.  21,  1882;  and  Henry  C, 
Oct.  11,  1885. 

In  1880  our  subject,  abandoning  the  grocer^' 
l)usincss,  came  to  this  county  and  commenced 
farming  on  rented  land.  Three  years  later  his 
father-in-law,  Mr.  Sauer,  presented  him  and  his 
wife  with  160  acres  of  land,  which  our  subject  and 
his  family  have  since  occupied,  and   where  he  has 
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given  his  nnrliviclecl  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
tlie  soil  and  the  raising  of  fine  stock.  Mr.  M.  is 
distinguished  by  the  leading  traits  of  his  country- 
men, namely,  honesty,  industry  and  a  strict  atten- 
tion to  his  own  concerns.  He  has  consequently 
become  a  popular  citizen,  and  his  farm  forms  one 
of  the  most  attractive  spots  in  Nebraska  Townsliip. 
He  is  a  Democrat  politically,  and  is  serving  his  fifth 
year  as  School  Director  of  his  township.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  M.  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  at  Minonk. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  of  German 
birth  and  ancestry,  spent  her  entire  life  in  her  na- 
tive country,  and  died  there  in  early  womanhood. 
The  father,  after  coming  to  this  country,  sub.se- 
quently  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  spent  his  last 
days  in  Frankfort,  Mo.,  where  his  death  took  place 
about  1858.  Theodore  was  the  3'ouugest  in  a 
family  of  three  children,  the  other  two  being  sis- 
ters. Louisa,  the  eldest,  is  married,  and  continues 
in  her  native  land ;  Theresa  came  to  America,  and 
was  afterward  married  in  vSt.  Louis;  she  is  now  a 
resident  of  Frankfort,  Mo.,  and  has  one  child. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Monk  was  of  French  descent, 
and  born  in  the  city  of  Paris  about  1825.  She 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  a  maiden 
of  sixteen  years,  and  was  married  at  Lacon,  111., 
about  four  j-ears  later.  She  departed  this  life  in 
1882.  and  was  buried  at  Minonk,  111.  Mr.  .Saner 
was  born  in  Germany,  about  1818,  and  emi- 
grated from  the  Fatherland  when  a  j'outh  of  six- 
teen years.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
married  a  second  time,  and  there  was  born  one  child. 
He  is  now  a  resident  of  Dana,  111.  Theodore  Monk 
is  a  man  of  fine  personal  appearance,  about  five  feet 
four  inches  in  height,  with  a  bright,  hazel  eye  and 
black  hair. 


Vw?OHN  W.  McDowell,  tlle  manufactnrer, 
I  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  a  prominent 
^.^^  I  resident  of  Avoca  Township,  is  a  native  of 
(^/j  Livingston  County,  and  was  born  on  the 
25th  of  December,  1849.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Frances  McDowell.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  Indiana.  His  paternal 
4*  


ancestors  are  of  Scotch  descent.  Before  settling  in 
Illinois  his  parents  were  residents  of  Indiana,  from 
which  State  thej'  migrated  to  Livingston  Countj' 
about  18.32,  and  settled  on  section  1-1,  Avoca  Town- 
ship. The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  William  Mc- 
Dowell, there  entered  a  tract  of  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment at  a  verj^  earl}'  day,  and  the  parents  of  our 
subject  were  among  the  very  first  settlers  of  Avoca 
Township.  The  father  died  in  June,  1 880,  and 
during  his  residence  in  Avoca  served  as  Supervisor 
and  Treasurer  of  the  township  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  an  active  advocate  of  every  move- 
ment and  enterprise  to  benefit  society.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  always  gave  his  party 
warm  and  cordial  support.  In  his  death  the  countj' 
lost  one  of  her  best  citizens  and  most  public-spirited 
and  enterprising  men.  He  was  the  father  of  a 
large  familj'  of  children,  of  whom  five  survive, 
namely :  Jason  L.,  of  Chase  County,  Kau. ;  John 
W.,  our  subject;  Sarah  I.,  the  wife  of  H.  J.  Ram- 
say, of  Fairbury,  111. ;  Grant  Y.,  also  of  Fairburj', 
and  Lillie  E.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  resides  in  Fairbury,  and  is  now  past  three- 
score years  of  age.  In  presenting  the  portrait  of 
Mr.  McDowell,  which  is  done  in  this  connection, 
we  give  that  of  one  of  the  most  active  and  highly 
respected  men  known  in  the  early  history  of  Liv- 
ingston County.  A  man  whose  character  was  above 
reproach,  and  whose  hand  was  ever  ready  to  help 
the  needy,  it  is  nothing  strange  that  his  memory 
is  to-day  held  in  veneration  by  the  older  residents 
of  the  county. 

John  W.  McDowell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Livingston  County, 
where  he  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  afterward  was  graduated  from  the  com- 
mercial department  of  the  Onarga  Business  College, 
located  in  Iroquois  County,  111.  He  was  married, 
on  the  13th  of  February,  1877,  to  Miss  Chloe  M. 
Fugate,  of  Livingston  County,  and  to  them  was 
born  one  child,  Gertie  M.,  in  1879.  This  wife  died 
in  1880,  and  Mr.  McDowell  was  again  married,  this 
time  to  Luella  A.  Tanner,  daughter  of  the  late 
William  Tanner,  of  Livingston  County.  One  child 
has  been  born  to  them. 

Mr.  McDowell  is  the  owner  of  a  good   farm  of 
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525  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  He  established  his  present  tile  fac- 
tor}'  in  1883,  and  it  is  fitted  up  with  the  newest 
and  most  modem  machinery  used  in  that  business. 
He  eniploj's  on  an  average  for  the  j'ear  round, 
eight  men.  The  good  quality  of  the  tile  he  manu- 
factures has  created  such  a  demand  for  it  in  Liv- 
ingston County  that  the  entire  product  is  used  at 
home.  Both  in  his  farming  and  tile  business  he 
has  been  successful.  In  addition  to  his  other  busi- 
ness enterprises,  he,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
Grant  Y.,  has  engaged  in  the  importation  of  En- 
glish .Shire  horses.  During  the  autumn  of  1887 
they  brought  over  thirteen  head  of  these  splendid 
animals. 

Mr.  McDowell  is  known  as  one  of  the  leading 
Republicans  of  Avoca  Township,  and  his  party, 
friends  and  the  people  generally  have  kept  him  in 
office  for  several  years.  For  four  years  he  served 
as  Clerk  of  the  township,  and  as  Road  Commis- 
sioner, in  which  position  lie  is  serving  his  ninth 
j'ear,  and  is  uow  serving  his  second  j'ear  as  Town- 
ship Treasurer.  He  is  classed  among  the  most  in- 
fluential and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Livingston 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDowell  are  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  iu  which  they 
take  an  active  interest  and  occupy  a  conspicuous 
position.  We  give  a  view  of  their  homestead  in 
this  volume,  as  one  of  the  representative  places  iu 
the  count}'. 


hA\  ^^'  ^'''^^'ITH  NORMAN,  tiie  widow  of 
"  '"'  Isaac  Norman,  late  of  Avoca  Township, 
occupies  the  comfortable  iiomestead  whicli 
was  left  her  bj'  her  first  husband  at  his 
death.  Her  property  includes  eighty  acres  of  land,  Is 
located  on  section  lo.  and  comprises  one  of  the 
most  fertile  tracts  in  Livingston  County. 

Mrs.  Norman  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Blunt)  Snidei-,  tlie  former  a  native  of  Virginia  and 
the  latter  of  Oliio.  After  marriage  her  parents 
located  in  A'crmilion  County,  this  State,  and  were 
among  its  early  settlers.  Tlieir  daughter,  Asenitii, 
wa,s  born  there  Jan.  ''A).  18;34,  and  remained  with 
her  parents  in  her  native  count}' until  1hi-  (ii<l  mai-- 
riage,  Dec.  5,  1850,  to  Alfred  Lane.     This  gentle- 
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man  was  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  born  Maj-  5, 
18-2G.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
children,  namely:  Mary  E.,  now  the  wife  of  James 
^y.  Graves,  of  Avoca  Township;  Nancy,  who  died 
when  twenty-four  years  of  age;  John  C,  a  resident 
of  Avoca  Township;  and  Sarah  J.,  who  died  when 
nearly  seven  years  old.  Mr.  Lane  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  Avoca  Township,  Jan.  10,  1859. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  much  force  of  character, 
and  became  prominent  in  tlie  township  affairs,  serv- 
ing as  School  Director,  and  otherwise  identif\'ing 
himself  with  the  best  interests  of  the  people.  He 
came  to  this  county  iu  1851,  and  located  on  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Norman,  in  Avoca 
Township.  When  he  first  took  possession  the  sod 
was  still  unturned  by  the  plowshare. 

Mr.  Lane  had  secured  160  acres  of  prairie  and 
twenty-eight  acres  of  timber,  wliieh  lie  operated  in 
the  wisest  manner,  and  from  whicli  he  built  up  one 
of  the  most  valuable  homesteads  in  tlie  southern 
part  of  this  county.  He  was  active  in  the  cause  of 
religion,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Avoca,  to 
which  he  was  a  liberal  and  cheerful  contributor. 
In  his  family  he  was  kind  and  indulgent,  and  among 
his  neighbors  self-sacrificing  and  obliging.  He  had 
commenced  in  life  comparatively  without  means, 
and  at  his  death  left  an  estate  including  300  acres 
of  land,  with  good  farm  buildings,  a  choice  assort- 
ment of  live  stock,  and  a  goodly  amount  of  valu- 
able farm  machinery.  He  did  not  mix  very  much 
in  political  matters,  but  uniformly  cast  his  vote 
with  the  Democratic  party. 

Mrs.  Lane  continued  a  resident  of  this  township 
until  her  marriage  with  Isaac  Norman,  Jan.  10,  I HG 1 . 
Mr.  Norman  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
Feb.  14,  1840,  and  his  marriage  with  Mrs.  Lane  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Will- 
iam, now  deceased;  Amie  and  Rosa,  residents  of 
Avoca;  Delia  and  Eliza,  deceased;  Wcslev  and 
Asenith,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Isaac  Norman  came  to  this  county  in  1851, 
which  remained  his  residence  until  his  death,  Feb. 
4,  1884,  and  during  the  more  than  thirty  years  in 
which  he  walked  in  and  out  among  the  people  of 
this  settion,  he  had  by  his  upright  course  in  life 
commended  himself  to  their  esteem  and  confidence. 
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Religiously  he  had  been  at  one  time  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  politienlly 
voted  with  the  Democratic  party. 

.John  C.  Lane,  the  son  of  Mrs.  Norman  by  her 
first  marriage,  has  inherited  in  a  marked  degree 
the  talents  of  his  father,  and  is  starting  out  in  life 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices.  He  was  born 
in  this  county  on  the  23d  of  March,  1857,  and  is 
now  consequently  thirty  yeai-s  of  age.  He  lias  for 
the  last  few  years  been  operating  a  snug  farm  on 
section  14,  where  he  is  building  up  a  comfortable 
home,  and  is  alreadj-  looked  upon  as  a  citizen  of 
whom  much  is  expected  in  the  future.  He  has 
spent  his  life  so  far  in  this  county,  and  has  also 
thus  far  in  life  been  eug.aged  in  farming  pursuits. 
He  was  married,  Sept.  26,  1878,  to  Miss  Maggie, 
daughter  of  Michael  Fogie,  who  was  formerly  of 
Avoca  Township  but  is  now  a  resident  of  Kansas. 
The  young  people  are  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Cora  M.,  Rosanna  and  George  W.  The  property 
of  young  Mr.  Lane  comprises  fifty -six  acres,  where 
he  has  a  neat  residence  and  is  conducting  his  farm 
operations  with  excellent  judgment.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Republican  in  politics. 


'NDREW  S.  McMillan,  of  Rook's  Creek 
Township,  owns  eighty  acres  of  good  land 
on  section  10,  where  he  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  by  his  hon- 
esty and  industry  has  secured  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  neighbors.  His  possessions  have  been 
accumulated  liy  his  own  industrj'  and  perseverance, 
and  he  has  suffered  adversity  with  the  balance  of 
mankind,  having  lost  considerable  bj'  the  rascality 
of  an  unscrupulous  man.  His  career  has  been 
marked  by  steadj'  persistence,  however,  and  as  he 
is  still  a  young  man  it  is  probable  that  a  few  j^ears 
will  find  him  occupying  a  good  position  among  the 
landed  proprietors  of  Livingston  Count}'.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  in  his  township  several 
years,  but  has  declined  seeking  other  offices,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  principal  attention  to  his  farm 
and  his  family.  Politically',  he  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket,  and  religiously  is  a  member  of 


the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  His  household  in- 
cludes six  bright  children,  born  as  follows:  Fran- 
ces A.,  Feb.  14,  1872;  Andrew  Benjamin,  June 
3,  1874;  Louisa  Pearl,  Aug.  24,  1877;  William 
Ernest,  Jan.  20,  1880;  Ira  Reason,  Jan.  12,  1883, 
and  Harry  Robert,  Jan.  18,  1886.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  a  modest  but  comfortable  dwelling,  and 
the  out-buildings  are  kept  in  good  repair. 

Mr.  McMillan,  a  native  of  this  count}',  was  born 
in  Pontiac  Townshi|),  -Jan.  8,  1848,  and  was  the 
youngest  of  four  children,  the  offspring  of  Andrew 
S.  and  Mah.ala  (Springer)  McMillan,  the  former  a 
native  of  Virginia,  where  it  is  supposed  the  mother 
was  also  born,  and  whence  she  afterward  removed 
with  her  parents  when  young  to  Ohio.  The  mother 
died  when  our  subject  was  an  infant  of  six  or  seven 
months,  and  he  was  then  taken  into  the  familj'  of 
his  aunt  until  after  the  second  marriage  of  his 
father.  He  then  returned  to  tiie  parental  roof,  and 
six  or  seven  years  later  was  doubly  orphaned  by 
the  death  of  his  remaining  parent.  He  then  went  to 
live  with  an  uncle,  William  McMillan,  who  also  died 
a  few  years  afterward.  Thus  deprived  of  a  home 
again,  he  worked  about  from  place  to  place,  and 
subsequently  made  his  headquarters  at  the  house  of 
his  eldest  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Brown.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age  he  took  a  trip  to  Kansas,  driving 
a  team  through  for  J.  M.  Edenfield,  of  Rook's 
Creek.  He  was  gone  three  or  four  months,  then 
retvirned  to  Illinois,  and  in  1868  rented  a  tract  of 
land  in  Pontiac  Township,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  until  the  following  j'ear.  He  then  crossed 
the  Mississippi  again  into  Kansas,  returning  to  Illi- 
nois a  few  months  later.  He  was  married,  .Jan.  6, 
1870,  to  Miss  Frances  Helen  Blue,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Blue,  natives 
of  Ohio  and  Illinois  respectively,  the  father  now 
deceased,  and  the  mother  a  resident  of  Rook's 
Creek.  The  j^oung  people  commenced  life  together 
on  section  12,  in  Rook's  Creek  Township,  where 
Mr.  McMillan  had  purchased  forty  acres  of  land, 
which  they  occupied  six  years.  He  then  secured 
his  present  homestead,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  residents  of 
Rook's  Creek  Township  at  the  time  of  the  Bl.ack 
Hawk  War,  living  near  the  old  fort,  all  traces  of 
which  are  now  swept  away  b}'  the  hand   of  time. 
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Of  the  first  marriage  of  his  father  tliore  were  born 
the  following:  INEarj'.  now  the  wife  of  Reason, 
Brown,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Pontiac  T(:)wnship, 
and  the  mother  of  five  children;  Hannah,  who  first 
married  John  Edgington.  now  deceased,  and  sub- 
seqnentl}-  his  brother  Richard.  Of  the  second 
marriage  of  his  father  there  was  born  one  child, 
Anna  C.  now  the  wife  of  Oman  Hondersiiott,  of 
Pontiac  Township. 

rILLIAM  H.  ENTWISTLE,  pleasantly  lo- 
cated in  the  southeastern  part  of  Living- 
ston County,  C)n  section  '25  in  Charlotte 
Township,  occupies  the  homestead  which  his  father 
built  up  from  the  primitive  soil,  and  where  that 
parent  is  now  spending  his  declining  years.  The 
property  includes  360  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land,  which,  naturallj'  fertile  and  beautifully'  located, 
has  been  thoroughlj'  developed  and  produces  in 
abundance  the  richest  crops  of  the  Prairie  State. 
The  farm  is  stocked  with  good  grades  of  the  do- 
mestic animals,  including  Durham  cattle  and  Nor- 
man and  Clyde  horses.  The  farm  buildings  are  all 
that  could  reasonabl3'  be  required  for  comfort  and 
convenience,  and  everything  aliout  the  place  indi- 
cates tlirift  and  prosperity. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  wa>  in  Waukesha 
County,  Wis.,  where  his  birth  took  place  in  Rlarch. 
1 852.  He  is  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  four  children, 
the  offspring  of  James  and  Jane  (Draper)  Entvvistle, 
natives  of  Lancashire,  England.  The  father  learned 
the  trades  of  carpenter  and  weaver  in  his  native 
town,  and  first  immigrated  to  America  in  1831.  A 
few  j-ears  later  be  returned  to  his  native  shire,  and 
was  tiiere  married  to  one  of  his  childhood  associ- 
ates. Miss  Jane  Draper,  the  wedding  taking  place 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  June,  183().  Not  long- 
afterward  the  newly  wedded  jiair  set  sail  for  the 
purjjose  of  establishing  their  home  in  the  New 
World.  They  made  but  a  hrief  stay  in  New  York 
C'it3',  and  from  there  ))roceeded  to  Waukesha 
County,  Wis.,  where  their  four  children  were  born. 
and  wiience  they  removed  to  Peoria,  this  State,  in 
the  spring  of  18(;4.  Tiie  father  not  long  afterward 
pnrch.ised    160    acres   of   wild    land    in    Charlotte 
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Township,  this  county,  of  which  the  family  took 
possession  the  following  spring,  making  themselves 
comfortable  in  the  small  frame  house  which  .stood 
upon  it. 

.James  Entvvistle  was  prosjiered  in  his  farming 
operations,  and  added  piece  after  piece  to  his  landed 
possessions  until  he  became  ])roprietor  of  one  of 
the  most  desirable  homesteads  in  that  section  of 
country.  The  two  elder  children  married  and  es- 
tablished themselves  in  comfortable  homes  of  their 
own,  but  our  subject,  William  H.,  has  continued 
under  the  home  roof  all  his  life.  The  faithful  wife 
and  mother  departed  this  life  on  the  1 8th  of  No- 
vember, 1880.  The  father  is  still  living  and  re- 
mains on  the  homestead  with  his  two  younger  sons. 
James  Entwistle,  upon  coming  to  this  country  had 
very  little  means,  and  the  valuable  homestead 
which  now  attracts  the  admiring  gaze  of  the  trav- 
eler is  the  result  of  his  own  unaided  industry.  He 
trained  his  sons  to  habits  of  economy  and  correct 
moral  principles,  and  has  lived  to  see  them  become 
highly'  respected  members  of  the  community. 


31^  AiMUEL  I.  CAIRNS.  The  vocation  of  a 
^^^  farmer  is  an  honorable  and  independent  one, 
and  he  who  siicceeds  in  that  occup.ation, 
particularly  under  circumstances  wiiieh  are 
at  first  unpropitioiis,  is  entitled  to  more  credit  than 
the  man  who  becomes  a  millionaire  as  a  sequel  to 
having  been  born  with  a  silver  spoon  in  his  mouth. 
Among  the  agriculturists  of  this  country'  all  the 
happiness  and  comfort  is  not  to  be  found  upon 
the  threshold  of  those  who  count  their  acres  by  the 
thousands  and  their  cattle  upun  a  thousand  hills, 
but  real  contentment  maj-  be  looked  for  on  the 
farms  with  quarter-section  boundary  lijies  or  less. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  tlie  owner  of  eighty 
acres  on  section  2G,  Rook's  Creek  Township.  He  is 
the  son  of  Michael  K.  and  Mary  (Skeels)  Cairns,  and 
was  born  in  Tuscarawas  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  10,  1852. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  McLean  County  in 
1850,  where  his  father  bought  a  farm  of  160  acres 
near  Bloomington,  which  he  sold  in  1859,  and  then 
nuived  to  Tazewell^  County,  where  he  bought  eighty 
acres  which  he  farmed  and  at  the  same  time  ran  a 
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ditching  machine.  Mr.  Cairns  continued  to  live 
with  his  father  until  he  grew  to  manhood. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1875,  Mr.  Cairns  was 
married  to  Miss  Ella,  daughter  of  Tunis  and  Mar- 
garet Dumont  (Fr.  De  Mort)  Ten  Eyck.  Shortly 
after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Woodford 
County,  where  Mr.  Cairns  rented  a  farm  of  Will- 
iam Jerry,  which  he  managed  for  three  years,  and 
then  moved  to  Iroquois  County,  and  managed  iiis 
father's  farm  for  five  years.  He  then  came  to  iav- 
ingston  County,  where  soon  after  he  bought  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  now  lives.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cairns  are  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Maggie,  who  was  born  Sept.  4,  1876;  Minnie  B., 
Nov.  5,  1881,  and  Laura  Grace,  April  20,  1885. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Cairns  was  born  near  the  city 
of  Cork,  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
with  his  parents  when  about  seven  years  of  age ;  he 
died  on  the  11th  of  April,  1883.  The  motlier  was 
born  in  Ohio  about  1830.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children — Margaret  J.,  Samuel  J.,  Eleanor, 
and  Rosa  B.  Margaret  J.  married  Isaac  Tobias,  and 
dying  left  one  daughter,  Carrie  B.  Tobias,  who  was 
born  Dec.  11,  1874.  and  lives  with  her  grandmother; 
Eleanor  married  Samuel  Amsler,  has  one  child,  and 
lives  in  Fairburj-;  Rosa  B.  spent  two  years  iuMou- 
ticello  Seminary,  four  miles  from  Alton,  and  after- 
ward was  graduated  from  the  Jennings  Seminary 
at  Aurora,  111.  During  his  youth  Mr.  Cairns  re- 
ceived his  education  in  a  common  school,  but 
he  improved  his  opportunities  to  such  an  extent 
liiat  when  he  quit  school  he  was  much  further  ad- 
vanced than  most  of  his  fellow  pupils.  He  cast  his 
first  Presidential  vote  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in 
1876,  and  continued  to  vote  the  Republican  ticket 
until  1884.  He  lias  never  been  an  ottice-seeker,  nor 
has  he  held  otlice.  In  religious  matters  his  an- 
cestors were  of  the  Methodist  faith,  and  whatever 
church  sympathies  he  has  are  for  that  denomination. 

Mrs.  Cairns  was  born  on  the  16th  of  September, 
1856.  Her  father  was  born  near  Jersey  City,  N. 
J.,  on  the  25th  of  September,  1828,  and  the  mother 
on  the  28th  of  April  of  the  same  year,  'i'hey  were 
married  on  the  2d  of  Maj',  1849,  and  moved  to 
Tazewell  County  in  1855,  where  they  are  still  liv- 
ing on  a  farm ;  her  father  is  a  carpenter  by  tiade. 
Mrs.  Caii'us  is  tiie  fourth  child  in  a  family  of  eight, 


their  names  being  as  follows:  Elizabeth  A.,  Adeline 
C,  Johanna,  Ella,  John,  Charles,  Henry  W.  and 
Caroline  B.  Elizabeth  A.  was  born  Sept.  29,  1850, 
married  Isaac  Vorhees,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in 
Livingston  County;  Adeline  C.  was  born  July  16, 
1852,  and  lives  in  Tazewell  County;  Johanna  was 
born  July  4,  1854,  married  William  Boyts,  and 
lives  in  Fairhope,  Pa.;  John  was  born  March  11, 
1«G0,  and  died  March  22,  1874;  Charles  was  born 
Sept.  23,  1862,  and  lives  in  Ness  City,  Kan. ;  Henry 
W.  was  born  May  17,  1867,  and  died  Nov.  13, 
1887,  and  Caroline  B.  was  born  May  7,  1870.  The 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Cairns  were  of  French  and 
German  descent. 


eHARLES  E.  DIXON,  one  of   the    younger 
citizens  of  Owego  Township,  h.is  just  fairly 
embarked  in  farming  on  his  own   account, 

and  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  4,  which  he  purchased  in  1883.  He 
possesses  all  the  elements  required  for  a  successful 
career  as  an  agriculturist,  being  wide-awake,  per- 
sistent and  inustrious,  and  blessed  with  the  quali- 
ties of  heart  and  mind  which  commend  him  to  his 
fellow-citizens  as  a  desirable  member  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Dixon  was  born  in  this  county,  Nov.  3, 
1862,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Margaret  Dixon, 
the  former  of  English  birth  and  parentage,  and  the 
latter  a  native  of  Ohio.  George  Dixon  came  to 
this  section  of  country  duiing  its  early  settlement,  and 
spent  twenty-seven  j'ears  in  Livingston  County,  111., 
where  he  first  located  upon  emigrating  from  his 
native  England.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Marga- 
ret Young  in  Livingston  County,  Nov.  3,  1861, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Clarence  E.,  Mary,  Sarah  J.,  and  Charles 
E.,  our  subject.  In  1867  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  LaSalle  County,  where  the  death 
of  the  father  occurred  soon  afterward,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1867,  and  the  mother  passed  away  Feb.  12, 
1883.  Both  were  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church  and  most  estimable  people,  who  carefully 
trained  their  children  in  those  principles  which  con- 
stitute them  worthy  and  desirable  members  of  so- 
ciety and  .an  honor  to  their  progenitors.     George 
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Dixon,  by  his  own  efforts,  had  acquired  a  good  ed- 
ucation, and  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  people  around  him,  always  favoring  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  and  other  institutions  that  would 
ffive  to  the  rising  generation  a  fair  chance  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves  in  life.  He  watched  with  pride 
and  satisfaction  the  development  and  progress  of 
his  adopted  country,  and  during  the  late  war  no 
man  was  more  interested  in  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  and  the  triumjih  of  those  sentiments  and 
principles  which  first  established  it,  and  upon  which 
it  must  depend  for  its  perpetuation. 

Our  subject  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  his  father's 
homestead  in  Otter  Creek  Township,  and  early  in 
life  began  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future.  One  of 
the  most  important  steps  was  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  on  the  .5th  of  February,  1884,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  Miss  Amelia  Thorndyke,  in  Ford 
Count}-.  111.  Mrs.  Dixon  is  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Maria  Thorndyke,  natives  of  England,  and  now 
residents  of  Ford  County,  111.  She  was  born  in 
186'.»,  and  by  her  marriage  with  our  subject  has 
become  the  mother  of  two  children — John  A.,  born 
April  17.  1885,  and  Nellie  M.,  June  18,  1887. 
They  have  a  snug  farm  dwelling,  flanked  by  suita- 
ble out-buildings,  and  Mr.  Dixon  each  yearisadd- 
ing  to  the  beaut}-  and  value  of  his-  property. 
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J 'JULIUS  ULRICH,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
i  stock-raiser  of  Broughton  Township,  pleas- 
I  antly  located  on  .section  .5,  was  born  in  the 
I  Kingdom  of  Prussia,  Nov.  19,  1845.  His 
parents,  Charles  and  Minnie  Ulrich,  were  natives 
of  the  same  Province  as  their  son,  and  their  family 
included  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  living, 
namely:  Charles,  a  resident  of  Nebraska;  Minnie, 
who  continues  in  her  native  country,  and  Julius, 
the  .subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Ulrich  continued  on  his  native  soil  until 
twentj'-two  years  of  age.  and  then  resolved  to  east 
his  fortunes  with  the  large  number  of  his  countrj'- 
inen  who  had  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  for  whom 
success  had  .sprung  up  in  the  New  World.    Accord- 
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ingly,  in  the  spring  of  1867,  he  embarked  on  an 
ocean  steamer  at  the  port  of  Bremen,  and  after  a 
pleasant  voyage  of  eleven  daj'S,  landed  in  New 
York  City:  thence  he  came  directly  to  this  State, 
and  for  the  year  following  was  a  resident  of  Mar- 
shall County.  For  one  year  after  reaching  the 
United  States  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  laborer, . 
and  afterward  for  four  j'ears  operated  on  rented 
land  in  company  with  his  brother  Charles,  who  had 
left  the  old  country  about  two  years  before  Julius. 

Mr.  Ulrich  came  to  this  county  in  the  spring  of 
187-2  and  located  in  Broughton  Township,  of  which 
\w  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  purchased  a  part 
of  the  land  which  he  now  owns  in  1870,  and  com- 
menced the  improvements  which  have  been  com- 
pleted in  such  a  praiseworth}-  manner,  and  which 
bear  fair  comparison  with  those  of  any  farmer  in 
the  eastern  part  of  this  county.  He  now  owns 
HO  acres,  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good  state  of 
cidtivation,  and  which  he  has  accumulated  through 
his  own  industry,  as  upon  landing  in  this  country 
he  had  onh'  about  $50  in  money.  There  were 
manj'  disadvantages  connected  with  his  arrival 
here — the  difliculties  of  acquiring  a  new  language, 
and  becoming  acquainted  with  strange  customs  and 
the  different  methods  of  transacting  business  from 
those  with  which  he  had  been  familiar  on  his  native 
soil.  These  he  overcame  successfully,  as  the  result 
indicates  when  we  see  him  as  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  an  intelligent  and  prosperous  community. 
He  has  served  as  School  Director  in  his  district, 
and  politically,  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has 
taken  a  warm  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  his  adopted  country. 

Our  subject,  after  becoming  a  resident  of  Illi- 
nois, was  married,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1873,  to 
one  of  his  own  country-women,  Miss  Emma  Lentz, 
who  was  born  in  Prussia,  March  12,  1855.  Mrs. 
Ulrich  is  the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Rosanna  Lentz, 
the  former  deceased  and  the  latter  a  resident  of 
Marshall  County.  They  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  their  daughter  Emma  was  a  young  girl, 
and  located  in  Marshall  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ulrich  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  all  living  at  home:  Gustav  A.  was  born 
Fell.  1,  1S74;  Mary  B.,  Sept.  16,  1875:  Ernestine, 
Aug.  16.  1.S77;  Augusta  A.,  Aug.  26, 1  87 9  ;  Henry 
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G.,  Nov.  3,  1881;  Luuis  H.,  Sept.  17,  1884,  and 
P.iulina  R.,  Sept.  26,  1887.  The  eldest  is  .in  inter- 
esting girl  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  little  Paulina, 
a  babe  of  four  montbs. 


LEXANDER    GRANT,   -(vho    first  opened 
his  eyes  among  the  Highlands  of  Scotland, 

P  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  New  AVorld  in 
1852,  and  for  twentj^  years  thereafter  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter's  trade.  In  1861  he  decided 
to  change  his  occupation  and  take  up  farming.  In 
this  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful, 
and  is  now  the  proprietor  of  a  fine  estate,  iuchid- 
ing  273  acres  of  land,  a  fine  residence  and  all  the 
other  surroundings  of  a  desirable  and  comfortable 
home.  The  main  points  in  a  history  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest  are  substantially  as  follows : 

Our  subject  vvas  born  Feb.  21,  1821,  and  re- 
mained upon  his  native  soil  until  1852.  He  had  in 
the  meantime  served  bis  apprenticeship  at  the  car- 
penter's trade,  and  after  coming  to  America  located 
first  at  Joliet,  111.,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  he 
lived,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  until  coming 
to  this  county.  Soon  after  his  arrival  here  he  lo- 
cated on  section  12,  Round  Grove  Townshiii,  where 
he  continued,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
in  1882  put  up  his  present  residence  at  Reddiek, 
where  he  is  now  living  retired  from  active  labor. 

AVhen  Mr.  Grant  first  arrived  in  this  count}'  the 
countrj'  was  comparatively  new  and  his  neighbors 
were  few  and  far  between.  He  put  up  the  first 
building  in  Gardner,  Grund}'  Count}',  which  was 
a  section-house  of  the  Chicago  <fe  Alton  Railroad. 
He  has  never  been  afraid  of  hard  work,  always 
made  it  a  point  to  live  within  his  income,  and  has 
been  particularly  fortunate  in  his  investments. 
Although  a  Republican,  and  a  strong  temperance 
man,  he  has  never  aspired  to  be  an  office-holder, 
and  has  consequently  given  his  time  and  attention 
to  his  real-estate  interests  and  the  cultivation  of  his 
land. 

The  marriage  of  Alexander  Grant  and  Miss 
Katie  C.  Leonard  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of 
the  bride,  in  Joliet,  111.,  in  May,  1861.     Mr?.  Grant 


was  born  in  the  city  of  Manchester,  England,  in 
1841,  and  came  to  Canada  with  her  parents  when 
thirteen  years  of  age.  A  year  later  they  migrated 
to  the  States  and  then  took  up  their  residence  at 
Joliet,  111.  Her  parents,  Frank  and  Mary  (Leh- 
man) Leonard,  were  natives  of  England,  and  the 
father  a  stonemason  '  by  trade.  Their  family  in- 
cluded eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  G.  was  the 
youngest. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  andlMary  (Irv- 
ing) Grant,  were  (if  [)ure  Scotch  ancestry,  and 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  the  land  of  their  birth. 
John  Grant  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  pos- 
sessed all  the  honest  and  reliable  traits  for  which 
his  natioriality  is  so  greatly  noted.  The  parental 
household  included  eight  children,  of  whom  Alex- 
ander was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  Of  these, 
five  are  living — one  in  Kansas,  two  in  Illinois  and 
two  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  aie  mendjers  in  good  stand- 
ing of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  they  have  for  years  contributed  lib- 
erally and  cheerfully,  and  in  which  Mr.  G.  has  of- 
ficiated as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school.  He 
has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  training  of 
the  young,  believing  that  "  as  the  twig  is  bent,  so 
the  tree  inclines." 
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ILLIAM  NIGH,  son  of  one  of  the  most 
honored  pioneers  of  Livingston  County, 
where  he  has  spent  his  entire  life,  was  born 
in  Amity  Township,  Oct.  20,  1847.  He  is  now 
jileasantly  located  on  section  25,  in  Owego  Toivn- 
ship,  where  he  is  carrying  on  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  in  which  he  has  had  ample  experience,  and 
has  been  uniformly  successful  since  starting  out  for 
himself  in  life.  He  is  numbered  among  the  val- 
ued members  of  an  intelligent  community,  where 
he  has  always  distinguished  himself  as  a  man  in- 
terested in  the  general  welfare  of  the  people,  and 
willing  to  contribute  of  his  time  and  means  to  the 
various  worthy  enterprises  inaugurated  with  this 
object  in  view. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Philip  and  Lydia  (Ed- 
ward)   Nigh,    natives    respectively    of    Ohio   and 
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New  York.  Tlie^-  were  married  in  Ohio,  whence 
they  immigratecl  to  this  county  while  the  country 
was  thinly  settled.  Philip  Nigh  took  up  a  tract  of 
land  on  section  28,  in  Amity  Township,  where  he 
labored  industriously  to  build  up  a  homestead,  and 
was  gi'eatl^'  prospered  in  his  efforts  at  securing  a 
good  position  soeiallj-  and  financially.  He  pos- 
sessed those  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  at 
once  secured  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low-citizens, and  besides  holding  the  various  town- 
ship offices  he  officiated  as  Postmaster  at  Rook's 
Creek.  His  devoted  wife  proved  a  most  worthy 
helpmeet,  and  both  were  prominently  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church.  The  par- 
ental household  included  four  children,  three  now 
living,  namely:  Nancy,  Mrs.  McClelland;  L^'dia, 
the  wife  of  William  Martinson,  and  William,  the 
subject  of  our  sketch.  The  two  sisters  are  resi- 
dents of  Amitj-  Township.  The  father  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  in  Dundee,  Mich.,  on  the  14th 
of  March,  1887.  In  his  death  that  section  lost  one 
of  its  most  valued  citizens.  He  meddled  little 
with  politics,  but  uniformly  voted  the  Republican 
ticket:  was  a  stanch  Union  man  during  the  war,  and 
a  firm  believer  in  the  principles  of  universal  free- 
dom. He  built  up  a  record  which  his  children 
may  view  with  pride  and  satisfaction. 

William  Nigh  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  un- 
til his  marriage,  which  occurred  after  he  had  passed 
his  twenty-second  birtliday.  The  maiden  of  his 
choice  was  Miss  Maria  McClelland,  and  the  wed- 
ding took  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Amity 
Township,  Jan.  2,  1 870.  Mrs.  Nigh  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Esther  W.  McClelland,  who 
are  natives  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  are  now  residents 
of  this  count3\  .She  was  born  Aug.  8,  184G,  and 
by  her  union  witli  our  siil)jcct  became  the  mother 
of  four  childicii,  ijuce  living,  viz.:  Robert,  born 
Sept.  12,  1878;  Stella,  Aug.  13,  1882,  and  Ray, 
Sept.  19,  1884.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nigh  spent  the  first 
fewj-ear.<  of  their  married  life  in  Amitv  Township. 
Our  subject  purchased  his  present  farm  of  eighty 
acres  in  1886.  Tiie  land  has  been  highly  culti- 
vated, and  the  farm  buildings  are  neatand  substan- 
tial. In  his  stock  operations  JMr.  Nigh  deals  mostly 
ill  cattle.     His   premises    attract  attention    on  ac- 


count of  the  general  neatness  observable  every- 
where and  the  care  exercised  in  the  treatment  of 
the  stock,  and  the  economy  with  which  the  farm 
operations  are  carried  on.  Mr.  Nigh,  like  his  father 
before  him,  votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  bearing  worthily  the  mantle  which  has  de- 
scended upon  him  as  the  only  son. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Nigh  came  to  Illinois  from 
Indiana  in  the  fall  of  1855,  settling  in  Rook's  Creek 
Towns'iip  in  the  pioneer  days,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  the  mother  dying  in  1878 
and  the  father  in  1872.  Their  family  included  ten 
children,  seven  now  living:  Thomas  S.is  practicing 
law  at  Chicago;  Milo  A.  is  a  successful  physician 
of  Knox  County;  DeWitt  C.  is  an  extensive  far- 
mer and  stock-raiser  of  Labette  County,  Kan.: 
Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  William  Paine,  a  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Rook's  Creek  Township;  Carrie  M., 
Mrs.  Wesley  Aspej^  lives  with  her  husband  on  a 
farm  in  Esmen  Township;  Maria  L. ;  Joseph  W., 
ex-County  Clerk  of  Nance  Country,  Neb.  The 
parents  were  most  excellent  people,  and  worthy 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

PETERSON.  Among  the  hardiest  people 
who  come  to  this  country  from  foreign 
shores  are  those  who  were  born  and  reared 
to  early  manhood  in  Denmark.  They  make 
most  excellent  citizens,  and  as  they  are  lovers  of 
liberty  and  freedom,  readily  adjust  themselves  to 
the  existing  state  of  affairs  umler  a  Republican 
form  of  government.  Their  business  habits  are 
generally  correct,  and  they  are  above  the  average 
in  intelligence,  as  the  laws  of  Denmark  require 
that  all  children  shall  become  pupils  in  the  schools 
at  a  certain  ;ige.  Wherever  we  find  a  native  of 
Denmark  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  we  find 
a  prosperous  and  contented  farmer. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  7,  in  Nebraska  Township,  is 
the  son  of  Barthol  and  Mary  (Westergar)  Peterson, 
and  was  liorn  in  Denmark  on  the  24th  of  June, 
l.s;!.s.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  in  accord- 
ance witli  the  laws  of  his  country,  attended  the 
schools  during  the  required  time.      He   was  twenty 
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years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  being 
on  the  ocean  tvventj'-one  days.  He  landefl  in  Kevv 
York  in  1858,  and  remained  in  that  State  daring  tlie 
winter,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Staten  Island, 
w-here  lie  engaged  in  work  for  a  farmer  for  about 
two  years.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  tlie 
w.ar,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  2',)tli  New  York 
Infantry,  and  served  with  that  command  until  he 
was  honorably  discharged  in  June,  18G3.  During 
the  time  he  was  in  the  service  he  participated  in 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  battle  of  Winchester, 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  wliere  he  was  twice 
wounded,  first  in  the  left  thigh,  by  which  the  bone 
was  fractured,  and  was  hit  by  a  piece  of  shell  on 
the  lower  part  of  the  right  leg.  He  was  taken  piis- 
oner  and  for  lack  of  transportation  was  left  to  lie 
in  the  hot  sun  on  the  battle-field  for  eight  days. 
Afterward  he  was  paroled  and  sent  to  the  hospital 
at  Washington,  where  he  remained  for  two  months, 
and  was  then  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Annapolis,  Md., 
and  remained  there  about  three  months,  at  which 
time  he  was  exchanged  and  rejoined  his  regiment. 
After  this  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
where  the  famous  Confederate  General,  Stonewall 
.Jackson,  was  killed.  His  entire  service  was  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  he  endured  all  the  hard- 
ships which  befel  that  army,  and  participated  in 
many  skirmishes  and  recounoissances  which  have 
no  place  in  history,  but  in  which  many  men  lost 
their  lives  or  became  maimed  and  crippled  for  life. 
After  his  discharge  from  the  army  in  1863,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  he  remained  about  one 
year  and  then  went  to  Rhode  Island. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1865,  Mr.  Peterson  was 
married  to  Christina  Yost,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Margaret  (Welt)  Yost.  Mrs.  Peterson  was  the  old- 
est child  in  a  family  of  six:  Edward,  her  brother, 
who  went  through  the  army  without  injury,  is  mar- 
ried, and  lives  in  Rhode  Island  near  Narragansett 
Baj',  and  has  six  children ;  Margaret,  who  married 
John  Morgan,  lives  in  Rhode  Island,  and  has  four 
children;  Caroline  married  George  Priday,  lives  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  has  twu  children ;  Charles  is 
married,  lives  in  Rhode  Island,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren; Albert  lives  in  Rhode  Island;  Louisa,  born 
Jul}'  27,  1868,  lives  with  Mrs.  Peterson.  In  the 
March  following  his  marriage,  Mr.  Peterson  again 


enlisted  in  the  army,  this  time  joining  the  29th 
United  States  Veteran  (Hancock's)  Corps.  After 
remaining  in  Camp  Stoneman  until  July,  his  com- 
mand went  to  Rhode  Island,  whei'e  they  did  pro- 
vost duty  until  .Ian.  21,  1S66,  when  llu'V  went  to 
.Staten  Island,  where  Iheydid  varicms  Uiiiils  of  duty 
in  connection  with  companies  of  the  regular  army. 
They  remained  on  Staten  Island  until  the  7th  of 
March,  1866.  when  the.y  were  honorably  discharged. 

Within  two  days  after  his  discharge  from  the 
army,  Mr.  Peterson  and  his  wife  started  for  Liv- 
ingston County,  111.,  where  he  purchased  forty  acres 
of  land  on  section  30,  Nebraska  Township.  On 
this  land  they  lived  for  three  years,  and  then  dis- 
posed of  it  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Woodford  County.  On  this  he  lived  one  year, 
when  he  leased  it  to  other  parties  and  moved  to 
Minonk.  At  the  end  of  a  yeai-  he  sold  his  land 
and  bought  property  in  that  town.  In  ls72  he 
again  went  upon  a  farm,  which  he  rented,  and  re- 
mained for  two  years;  he  then  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land  in  AValdo  Tovvnshi]),  and  lived  there  one 
year,  when  he  sold  that  laud  and  bought  eighty 
acres  in  Woodford  County,  on  which  he  remained 
nine  years.  He  then  disposed  of  that  land  and 
bought  eighty  acres  on  section  7,  Nelu-aska  Town- 
ship, and  forty  acres  on  section  is.  On  the  home 
place  he  has  as  fine  a  building  site  as  there  is  in 
Nebraska  Township,  and  his  various  buildings  are 
first-class  in  all  respects.  The  farm  is  well  drained 
with  tile  ditches,  and  the  fences  are  constantly  kept 
in  good  repair.  In  stock-raising  his  specialties  are 
fine  Norman  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs.  Al- 
though Mr.  Peterson  is  Democratic  in  politics,  he 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Peterson's  parents  never  came  to  this  coun- 
try, and  his  father's  death  occurred  before  our  sub- 
ject was  born,  and  the  mother  died  in  her  native 
countiy  in  April.  1806.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  child  in  a  family  of  four,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Peter  B.  was  married,  and  at  his 
death  left  a  family  of  four  children,  one  of  whom, 
Chris,  came  to  this  countiy,  and  is  now  in  the  em- 
ploy of  our  subject;  John  came  to  America  and 
served  as  a  soldier  for  three  jj-ears  during  the  war, 
and  escaped  without  injury ;  he  is  married,  and 
lives  in  the  Stale  of  Nebraska.     Mary   married  H. 
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Christenson,  and  died  in  Denmaik,  leaving  four 
chili'ben.  one  of  T\-hom,  Peter,  was  reared  by  our 
subject,  and  now  lives  in  Minuesotfl.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  is  of  a  genial  and  generous  nature, 
and  makes  friends  readily,  and  when  a  friendship  is 
once  formed  with  him  it  is  retained.  He  is  de- 
servedly popular  with  all  the  peciple  of  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  enjoys  their  confidence  to 
the  fullest  extent. 


ENJAMIN  CARLTON  is  spoken  of  as '-a 
thorough  gentleman,  and  one  of  Long 
Point's  most  substantial  men."  He  is  finely' 
located  on  section  16,  where  he  has  a  good 
farm,  and  where  for  the  last  ten  j-ears  he  has  made 
a  specialty  of  stock-raising.  He  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Livingston  County,  coming  hei-e  before 
wild  game  was  exterminated,  and  has  seen  as  many 
as  100  deer  in  a  single  herd  bounding  over  the 
prairie  or  through  the  forest,  and  has  often  killed 
several  in  a  da3'.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  Long 
Point  Township  in  1  840,  and  no  man  has  watched 
with  more  satisfaction  the  development  of  Central 
Illinois,  and  the  settling  up  of  this  section  by  an 
industrious  and  intelligent  people.  He  selected  for 
his  future  home  a  spot  many  leagues  from  his  birth- 
place, he  having  been  born  in  County  Kent,  En- 
gland, Aug.  21,  181.").  Ills  parents  were  Edward 
and  Judith  (Preble)  Carlton,  also  natives  of  County 
Kent,  and  of  pure  English  ancestry.  His  father 
was  a  carpenter  by  occupation,  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  England.  Both  liis  father  and  mother  were 
high-minded  Christian  people  and  members  of  the 
Eijiscopal  Church,  in  the  doctrines  of  which  their 
children  were  carefully  reared,  and  to  which  our 
subject  still  adheres. 

Mr.  Carlton  continued  to  reside  in  his  native 
county  until  the  summer  of  18;55,  emploj'ing  his 
time  after  becoming  of  suitable  age  mainly  in  farm- 
ing. Then,  deciding  to  immigrate  to  America,  he 
emliarked  on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  tedious 
voyage  of  sixty -one  daj^s  lauded  in  New  York  City. 
Thence  he  proceeded  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  mason's  trade,  which 
he  followed  at  Columbus,  in  Southern  Ohio,  and 
St.  Louis,  Mo.     Since  a  resident  of  J.,ong  Point  lie 


was  united^in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  Miller,  their 
wedding  taking  place  in  1854.  Mrs.  Carlton  was  a 
native  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  of  this  union  there 
was  born  t>ne  child,  a  daughter,  Mary  L.,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Ro3'al  R.  Gould,  and  resides  in 
Long  Point.  The  mother  passed  from  earth,  dying 
at  her  home. 

Mr.  Carleton  was  subsequently  married,  in 
the  year  1859,  to  Miss  Jane  Silleck.  a  native  of 
Canada.  This  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
one  child  only,  a  daughter,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Franklin  Bosserman,  also  of  Long  Point,  and  the 
mother  of  oue  child.  Mrs.  Jane  (Silleck)  Carlton 
departed  this  life  Oct.  18,  1881,  and  her  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Long  Point. 
The  homestead  has  since  been  presided  over  by 
Sirs.  Bosserman,  the  daughter. 

The  property  of  Mr.  Carlton  includes  400  acres 
of  some  of  the  finest  farming  land  in  Central  Illi- 
nois, all  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  sup- 
plied with  a  handsome  residence,  good  barns,  and 
three  tenement  houses  for  the  use  of  those  who 
work  the  land.  The  homestead  invariably  attracts 
the  eye  vf  the  traveler  as  being  complete  in  all  its 
appointments,  and  under  the  supervision  of  an  in- 
telligent and  industrious  man.  It  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  present  a  fine  double-page  view  of  the  es- 
tate in  connection  with  this  brief  outline  of  its  en- 
terprising owner.  ]Mr.  Carlton  keeps  himself  well 
posted  upon  matters  of  general  interest,  and  has 
contributed  his  full  quota  toward  the  development 
of  the  western  part  of  Livingston  County,  which 
when  he  came  here  presented  a  wild  and  desolate 
appearance,  the  homes  of  the  settlers  being  few  and 
far  between,  and  the  present  flourishing  towns  of  the 
county  then  but  mere  hamlets.  He  has  been  promi- 
nent among  tliose  resolute  men  of  forethought  and 
good  judgment  through  whose  foresight  and  energy 
this  county  now  ranks  among  the  best  in  the  Prai- 
rie State. 

',|pZ7'  M.  McINTOSII,  a  general  merchant  at 
!j!=^i  Blackstone,  Sunbury  Townshii),  was  born 
il\  ""  in  Connersville,  Fayette  Co.,  Ind.,  on  the 
L'Cth  of  October.  1 840.  His  father,  David  Mcln- 
Idsli,  was  born  on  tiie  27th  of  September,  1824. 
> 


i 


-4»- 


-•►^^Ih-* 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


817 


The  grand  father,  Joshua  Mcintosh,  lived  for  many 
years  in  Connersville,  where  lie  f<jllowe(l  the  trade 
of  a  shoeniaiccr,  and  also  engaged  in  mercantile 
business.  He  moved  to  Illinois  about  1853,  and 
was  a  pioneer  at  New  Michigan,  Livingston  County, 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  He  was  a  local 
preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
manj'  of  the  older  inhabitants  will  remember  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  he  engaged  in  Gospel  work. 
During  that  time  he  was  Postmaster  and  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Mcintosh  came  to  Illinois  in 
1847,  and  located  at  Ottawa,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  clerking  in  a  general  store  for  four  or  five  j'e.irs. 
He  then  came  to  Livingston  County,  and  entered 
Government  land  in  Newtown  Township,  going  for 
that  purpose  to  Danville,  where  the  land-offlce  was 
then  located.  He  imjiroved  a  good  farm  and  re- 
sided there  until  1882,  when  he  removed  to  Kansas 
and  settled  in  the  town  of  Marion,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  has  been  three  times  married,  his  first 
wife  being  Mary  K.  AVherrett,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  her  only  child.  She 
was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  died  in  1846.  The 
second  wife  was  Lucinda  Lambert,  and  his  third 
wife  is  Rebecca  N.  Holland.  There  were  two  chil- 
dren by  the  second  marriage  and  five  by  the  third. 

Mr.  Mcintosh  was  but  a  few  weeks  old  when  his 
mother  died,  and  he  was  then  eared  fov  by  liis 
aunt,  with  whom  he  came  to  Illinois  to  join  his 
father  in  1847.  He  received  his  earl^'  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  this  conntj',  and  advanced 
by  attendance  at  Grand  Prairie  Seniinarj%  located 
at  Onarga.  He  resided  on  the  liomestead  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1869,  when  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  New  Michigan,  where  he 
was  also  Deputy  Postmaster.  In  1870  he  came  to 
Blackstone,  and  bought  a  stock  of  goods  and  the 
good-will  of  the  store  where  he  has  since  conducted 
a  successful  business.  On  the  29th  of  December, 
18G7,  Mr.  Mcintosh  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
Fleshman,  who  was  born  in  Vermilion  C'ounty,  111., 
on  the  3d  of  October  1850.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Lockett)  Fleshman,  who  were 
pioneers  of  Vermilion  County ;  her  father  is  a  far- 
mer, and  resides  at  Watson,  Effingham  Co.,  111. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.   Mcintosh  have  four  children:  Lizzie 
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M.,  who  was  born  Dec.  1,  1868;  Elmie,  Oct.  3, 
1871  :  Jessie  L.,  Nov.  25,  1875,  and  Jay.  March  23, 
1877. 

Mr.  IMcIutosh  is  a  nieniLier  of  Slient<ir  Lodge 
No.  607,  A.  F.  *  A.  M.  His  political  affiliations 
are  with  the  Republican  partj-,  in  which  he  evinces 
considerable  interest.  Mr.  Mcintosh  has  become 
thoroughly  established  in  his  business  at  Blackstone, 
and  enjoys  the  tr.ade  of  a  very  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  population  of  that  section  of  country. 

^p^EORGE  WEBER.  One  of  the  incentives 
jll  (=^  which  prompts  men  to  great  endeavors  in 
^^4)  life  is  to  do  something  that  will  meet  with 
the  hearty  approval  and  commendation  of  the 
father  and  mother  who  tenderlj^  cared  for  him  in 
infancj',  taught  him  to  walk  in  straight  and  nar- 
row paths  in  boyhood,  and  started  him  on  the  rug- 
ged journey  of  life  at  manhood.  One  of  the  great- 
est afflictions  that  can  be  placed  upon  a  boy  whose 
ideas  of  life  are  not  yet  crystallized,  is  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  counsel  and  kindness  of  parents,  and 
he  who  begins  life  as  an  orphan  is  entitled  to  much 
sympathy,  for  he  must  fight  his  battles  singly  and 
alone,  withontany  parental  influences.  In  this  condi- 
tion );he  subject  of  this  sketch  found  himself  at  the 
age  of  fifteen.  Mr.  Weber,  who  is  a  farmer  on 
section  31,  Pontiac  Township,  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  was  born  on  the  12th  of  Februarv,  1823. 
He  is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Barbara  Weber,  both 
Germans,  who  had  six  children,  two  of  wiiom  sur- 
vive— George  and  Michael.  The  father  died  when 
George  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  he  was  left  an 
or|ihan,  his  mother  having  died  when  he  was  in  his 
seventh  year.  He  remained  in  Germany  until  he 
was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  during  which  time 
he  was  engaged  in  work  upon  a  farm,  and  as  occa- 
sion permitted  attended  school,  and  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  fair  education  in  the  German  language. 
In  1847  he  concluded  to  immigrate  to  America,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  fifty-two  days  in  a  sailing-vessel, 
landed  in  New  York  City,  and  for  a  short  time  re- 
mained in  that  vicinity;  then  he  went  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  by  the 
day  and  farmed  for  about  eight  years.     In  1855  he 
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fame  to  AA'oodford  County,  111.,  where  he  resided 
for  sevenil  years.  In  1860  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  for  two  years  made  his  home  here,  and 
then  moveii  back  to  Woodford  County,  and 
after  a  six  ^-ears'  residence  there  he  again  letnrned 
to  Livingston  County,  in  the  spring  of  1877,  and 
settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Pontiae  Township, 
which  consists  of  200  acres  of  verj'  valuable  land. 
His  present  condition  is  far  different  from  what  it 
was  on  the  day  he  first  landed  in  New  York,  for 
when  he  stepped  ashore  from  the  vessel  which  car- 
ried him  over  he  possessed  but  $1  in  money.  His 
pleasant  home,  and  its  adjuncts  of  stock,  machinery, 
etc.,  are  the  result  of  his  own  imlustry  and  per- 
severance. 

In  1847  Mr.  W.  married  Sophia  Hoerner,  and 
they  have  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: Leonard:  Lucy,  wife  of  John  Chicadunce; 
John,  George,  William  and  Frank.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  German  Evangelical  As- 
sociation, and  in  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  part}-,  and  has  been  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  Overseer  of  Highwavs. 


,.^^,  harlp:s;   whlaton    carpenter,  a 

III  ^^  gentleman  in  the  prime  of  life,  forms  one 
^^(7  of  the  important  factors  in  the  business 
intei'ests  of  Odell,  where  he  is  carrying  on  a  profit- 
able trade  in  live  stock  and  coal,  lb'  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources  early  in  life,  and  spent  his 
youth  mostl}'  in  the  .agricultural  districts  of  his 
native  .State  of  Pennsylv.ania.  He  was  born  in 
what  was  once  Luzerne,  but  is  now  Lackawanna 
County,  Dec.  11,  ISo7,  and  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  eight  children,  the  (jffspring  of  Squire  F. 
and  Matilda  (Chiimplin)  C.ii  iiciitcr. 

Our  subject  pursued  his  early  studies  in  the  com- 
mon school  and  later  attended  the  ac:idemy  near 
his  home  for  a  brief  tln)e,  where  his  education  wlis 
.'■ompleteil.  He  then  commenced  life  as  :i  farm 
laborer  and  assisted  in  the  maintenance  <if  his 
fatlier's  family  until  after  |)a>sing  his  twenty-fourth 
year.     Then,  desirous  of  something   better  he  de- 


termined to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  West,  and  al- 
though without  means,  made  his  way  to  La.Salle 
County,  to  the  home  of  his  uncle,  and  .soon  after- 
ward secured  employment  on  a  farm.  1  here  he 
lemained  a  year,  and  the  following  winter  was  pur- 
suaded  to  take  charge  of  a  school  in  the  countrj' 
near  bj'.  He  gave  such  good  satisfaction  that  at 
the  close  of  his  first  term  his  wages  were  increased 
and  he  was  invited  to  teach  the  winter  following, 
which  he  did.  He  remained  in  that  region  until 
the  fall  of  1  866,  and  then,  accompanied  by  a  brother, 
came  to  Livingston  County  and  purchased  236 
acres  of  wild  land.  This  they  afterward  sold  at  an 
adv.ince,  and  Mr.  Carpenter  was  variously  employed 
for  five  years  following,  though  mostly  engaged  in 
farming  upon  rented  Land.  He  had  now  some 
means  and  felt  justified  in  taking  upon  himself  the 
responsibility  of  family  ties. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Clara  A.  (Parker)  Stone,  on  the  5th  of  Januaiy, 
1871.  Mrs.  C.  was  the  widovp  of  Hannibal  Stone, 
and  the  daughter  of  Alvah  and  Polly  (Chambers) 
Parker,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Their  daugh- 
ter Clara  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  .Sept. 
11,  1837,  and  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of  five 
children.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Stone  there  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  Columbus,  Mary  A., 
Hattie  E.,  Frederick  A.  and  Ella.  The  latter  died 
in  infancy ;  Columbus  is  farming  and  stock-raising 
in  Gunnison  Count}^  Col.;  Marj'  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Obey  Aspy,  and  the  mother  of  two  children — 
Pearl  and  Clara;  her  husband  is  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  they  reside  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Hattie, 
Mrs.  William  Truxal,  is  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, and  resides  in  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  where  her 
husband  is  engaged  in  farming;  Frederick  A.  is  a 
stock  dealer  of  Our.ay  County,  Col.,  and  runs  a 
transfer  train  to  and  from  the  mines  in  the  mount- 
ains. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  one  child,  a  d.aughter,  Mabel  E., 
who  was  born  Dec.  5,  1872,  and  is  now  a  bright 
young  girl  of  fifteen  summers.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  pleasantly  located  on  Prairie  avenue,  and 
its  inmates  enjoy  the  society  of  many  friends. 
]\Irs.  Carpenter  is  a  membei-  in  good  standing  of 
the  Baptist  Church.     Mr.   Carpenter   is  one  of  the 
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Town  Trustees,  nnil  politically,  is  a  strong  Prohi- 
bitionist. His  pronomiced  ojjposition  to  the  liquor 
tratlic  in  all  its  forms  has  made  him  a  leader  of  his 
party  in  this  section. 


^^^  TEPHEN  WOODING.  One  of  the  finest 
^^^  homes  in  Pike  Township  is  located  on  sec- 
li\/_j|  tion  12,  on  the  road  leading  from  Chenoa 
to  Pontiac,  and  is  the  property*  of  the  gen- 
tleman whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  It  com- 
prises 126  acres  of  finely  cultivated  land,  an 
elegant  frame  residence  flanked  by  shapely  and 
substantial  out-buildings,  including  two  new  barns 
and  all  the  necessary  structures  required  by  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  modern  farmer.  The 
dwelling  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  beautiful 
grounds,  about  fifty-five  yards  back  of  the  public 
road,  with  a  fine  driveway  and  surrounded  by 
choice  shade  trees  and  shrubbery.  The  hand  of 
taste  is  everywhere  apparent,  and  the  outlay  of 
means  has  been  clearly  most  wise  and  judicious. 
Mr.  Wooding  took  possession  of  his  property  in  the 
fall  of  1867,  which,  however,  he  had  purchased  two 
years  previousl}',  and  since  that  time  has  given  his 
attention  principally  to  increasing  its  attractive- 
ness and  value.  The  result  is  one  in  which  he  may 
reasonably  take  pride. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Northamptonshire,  En- 
gland, Feb.  11,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Jesse  and 
Anna  (Rainbow)  Wooding,  natives  of  the  same 
country.  Jesse  Wooding  was  born  about  180.5,  in 
Northamptonshire,  and  received  a  common-school 
education.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  a 
youth,  and  he  remained  with  his  mother  until  she, 
too,  passed  .away.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Ann 
Rainbow  in  1828,  and  for  several  years  thereafter 
followed  farming  and  brewing.  The  condition  of 
his  finances  not  being  quite  satisfactory,  neither 
the  prospects  for  the  welfare  of  his  children,  he 
decided  to  emigrate  to  the  New  World,  and  accord- 
ingly, accompanied  by  a  part  of  his  family,  sailed 
from  Liverpool  and  Landed  in  New  York  City  about 
June,  1854,  with  his  wife,  his  sons,  James,  George 
and  Isaac,  and  his  daughters,  Ann  and  Elizabeth. 
They  first  located  in  Salem,  N.  J.,  where  the  father 
^«  


wns  l;ik('n  fatnlly  ill  and  died  ten  clays  afterward.  His 
remains  were  bni'ied  in  the  cemetery  at  Pennville. 
The  widow  and  her  family  remained  in  New  Jersey 
about  two  years,  then  came  west  to  Fulton  County, 
this  State,  where  she  resided  four  ye.ars.  Subse- 
quently she  removed  to  Piatt  Couutj',  where  her 
death  took  jjlace  in  February,  1871.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  members  and  regular  attend- 
ants of  the  Church  of  England  and  reared  their 
children  in  the  faith  to  which  they  had  adhered  for 
many  j'ears.  These,  eleven  in  number,  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Jesse  died  in  infancy  ;  Stephen, 
our  subject,  was  the  second  boi-n:  William,  David, 
Joseph,  James,  Isaac,  George,  Ann,  Elizabeth  and 
Mary,  comprise  the  remainder.  They  were  all 
born  in  Northamptonshire,  and  with  the  excei)tion 
of  Jesse,  Mary  and  David,  all  came  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Wooding  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  and  remained  there, 
variously  employed,  until  reaching  his  majority. 
He  and  his  brother  William  then  decided  to  seek 
their  fortunes  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and 
bidding  farewell  to  their  childhood  associates, 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  1st  of  April,  1851. 
After  a  pleasant  voyage  of  thirty  days  they  landed 
in  Philadelphia,  May  1,  and  proceeded  to  Salem, 
N.  J.,  where  they  went  to  work  by  the  mouth,  and 
were  afterward  joined  by  the  balance  of  the  family. 
The  brothers  when  they  landed  had  one  pound 
sterling  between  them.  This,  however,  did  not  dis- 
may them  so  long  as  they  Were  in  possession  of 
their  health  and  strength,  and  they  were  busil}'  em- 
ploj'ed  usually  until  the  time  of  their  starting  West. 
Upon  this  trip  our  subject  visited  the  States  of 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  Louisiana,  but  finally  re- 
turned to  New  Jersey  and  remained  at  Salem  a 
year  longer.  He  now  determined  to  locate  perma- 
nently ill  the  West,  and  coming  to  Fulton  County, 
this  State,  rented  a  tract  of  land,  upon  which  he 
farmed  four  years  and  then  removed  to  Piatt  Ci  >unty. 
A  year  later  he  returned  to  Fulton  County,  f.armed 
there  another  four  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1867, 
having  invested  his  capital  in  Pike  Township,  this 
eiiunty,  came  In  and  took  possession  of  his  property, 
with  the  results  we  have  already  stated. 

Mr.  Wooding  was  married,  while  a  resident  of 
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Fulton  County,  March  1,  1860,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Humphrey,  a*^  the  home  of  the  bride,  in  Canton 
Township.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children,  namely:  Benjamin  F.,  Charles  IS., 
Nettie  and  Jessie.  The  two  j-onnger  died  in  child- 
hood and  the  others  continue  vith  their  father. 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Humphrey)  Wooding  departed  this  life 
at  her  home  in  Pike  Township,  in  1873,  and  her  re- 
mains were  laid  to  rest  in  Rook's  Creek  burying- 
ground. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Oct.  4,  1874,  was  formerly  ^Mrs.  Susanna 
(Cheney)  Mycr,  widow  of  Martin  H.  Myer, 
and  daughter  of  David  and  Susannah  (Stallings) 
Cheney,  both  natives  of  Alleghany  County,  Md. 
They  spent  tlieir  entire  lives  in  their  native 
county,  and  there  their  remains  were  laid  to  rest. 
Mrs.  W.  was  born  in  the  same  connt^'  as  her  parents, 
July  o.  1837,  and  was  the  eighth  in  a  family  of 
fourteen  children,  namely':  Naucj',  Robert,  Eliza- 
beth, Thomas,  Deborah,  Isaac,  Maria,  and  six  who 
died  in  infancy.  Nanc\',  the  widow  of  H.  Harris, 
is  living  near  Columbus,  Ohio;  Robert  is  a  resident 
of  Hampshire  Conntj',  Va. ;  Elizabeth  is  deceased; 
Thomas  is  living  in  Missouri;  Deborah,  Mrs.  Ed- 
ward O'Neill,  remains  in  Maryland;  Isaac  occupies 
the  old  homestead,  and  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Thorn- 
ton Crabtree,  a  resident  of  Cumberland,  Md.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  W.  were  active  and  devoted  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Ei)iscopal  Church,  in  the 
doctrines  of  which  they  faithfully  i-eared  their  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Wooding  bj'  her  first  marriage  had 
three  children:  Eli  B. ;  Adelia,  now  tlie  wife  of 
Levi  Lacock,  of  Kppard's  Point  Township,  and 
William  T. 

During  the  past  three  \ears  .Mr.  Wooding  has 
wisely  taken  life  easy,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  labors.  During  the  summer  of  1887,  he 
crossed  the  ocean  and  visited  the  scenes  of  his 
childhood  in  Northamptonshire,  being  accompanied 
b}'  his  brothers,  William  and  Joseph.  Although 
they  greatly  enjoyed  the  trip,  and  weie  received 
with  open  arms  bj"  their  kindred  and  friends,  Mr. 
Woodinjr,  when  his  visit  was  ended,  cheerfnll}'  re- 
turned to  his  adopted  county,  and  e.xclainis  with 
enthusiasm,  "Give  me  America."  His  admirable 
qualities  as  a  citizen  received  early  recognition  by 


the  people  of  Pike  Township,  whom  he  served  as 
School  Director  and  Trustee  for  seven  years,  and 
has  been  otherwise  prominent  in  local  affairs.  He 
east  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont, 
and  hiis  been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  party. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Stephen 
Wooding  by  name,  was  also  of  English  birth  and 
ancestry,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native 
shire.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children,  the  eld- 
est being  a  daughter.  Avis,  who  married  George 
Sparks,  and  immigrated  to  America  in  1855.  They 
settled  in  St.  Paul,  Blinn.,  where  both  died,  leaving 
one  child,  a  daughter,  who  is  now  a  widow  and 
lives  in  St.  Paul.  Rebecca  and  her  husband, 
Benjamin  Stanton,  are  both  deceased;  Jesse,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  the  third  child ;  Elizabeth 
and  her  husband,  James  Winters,  both  died,  and 
left  two  children  ;  James,  the  youngest,  lived  and 
died  in  England. 


ENRY  IMMKE,  a  gentleman  in  the  prime  of 
life,  proprietor  of  a  splendid  farm  on  section 
il\^  36  in  Owego  Township,  is  a  man  respected 
for  his  sterling  worth  and  integritj-,  and 
comes  of  that  class  of  citizens  noted  for  their  en- 
ergy' and  determination  to  get  on  in  the  world.  He 
is  a  native  of  Germany,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
1st  of  September,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Christina  Immke.  He  remained  in  his  native  coun- 
try' until  in  his  eighteenth  year,  when,  making  up 
his  min<l  tliat  whatever  future  there  was  for  him  lay 
in  America,  he  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel 
at  Bremen  in  1861,  and  after  a  voyage  upon  the 
ocean  of  six  weelvs,  with  the  usual  discomforts  and 
thrilling  episodes,  landed  safely  in  New  York,  and 
almost  immediately  came  west  to  Illinois.  In  1867 
he  came  to  Livingston  County,  where  for  a  time  he 
worked  as  a  farm  hand,  and  in  this  manner  accumu- 
lated sullicient  money  to  begin  business  for  himself. 
In  November,  1869,  Mr.  Irarake  was  married  to 
Anna  J^iesge,  and  they  have  had  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living — Maggie,  Katie,  AVilliam, 
Frederick,  Henry  arid  Elizabeth.  Upon  coming  to 
Livingston  County,  he  did  not  chose  any  permanent 


•^m-^ 


"»  ■  <• 


•►^ir-^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


821 


1 


abiding-place,  but  shortly  after  marriage  he  scttlerl 
in  Saunemin  Township,  where  he  remained  until  he 
removed  to  his  present  residence  in  Owego  Town- 
ship, in  the  spring  of  1S7S.  His  home  place  con- 
sists of  400  acres  of  land,  and  he  lias  the  satisfaction 
of  knoTving  that  every  acre  of  it,  and  all  its  eqiiii)- 
ments,  are  the  result  of  his  own  hard  labor  and  judi- 
cious management.  Upon  his  arrival  in  America, 
he  not  only  had  no  means,  but  was  in  deVit  to  the 
amount  of  $43.  This  obligation  he  soon  dis- 
charged, and  then  began  the  work  of  accumulating 
for  the  future.  A  visit  to  his  home  and  an  inspec- 
tion of  his  farm  and  its  surroundings,  will  convince 
any  one  that  he  has  been  eminentlj'  successful. 

Mr.  Immke  is  a  member  of  the  livangelical  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  a  devoted  teacher  in  the  Sunday- 
school  of  that  church.  He  is  a  man  of  moral  and 
religious  sentiments,  and  is  a  liberal  contributor  of 
time  and  money  for  the  enhancement  of  the  moral 
tone  of  the  community.  He  is  not  a  political  par- 
tisan, but  places  his  vote  where  he  considers  it  will 
do  the  most  good  for  the  greatest  number  of  peo- 
ple, regardless  of  the  aspirat  ions  of  party  politicians. 
For  three  years  he  has  served  as  Director  of  Schools, 
and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  educational  matters. 


^^RIN  SNYDER,  a  native  of  Jefferson  County, 
I  j  N.  Y.,  took  up  his  residence  in  this  countj- 
^^'^  in  the  spring  of  1876,  locating  on  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  32,  in  Broughton  Township, 
where  he  has  since  remained  and  given  his  attention 
to  the  ctiltivation  of  the  soil.  He  has  been  skillful 
and  industrious,  exercised  good  judgment  in  his 
operations  and  his  investments,  and  is  a  man  held 
generally  in  respect  by  his  communit}'.     He  comes 

iof  a  good  family,  his  father  having  been  manj' years 
a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
who  at  present  resides  near  Benton  Harbor,  Mich. 
Mr.  Snyder  was  born  Aug.  29,  1844,  his  parents 
being  Warren  and  Louisiana  Snyder,  natives  of  tiie 
Empire  State,  and  the  mother  now  deceased.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Richard  Snyder,  was  one  of 
tiie  early  settlers  in  the  Mohawk  Valley,  where  he 
spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life.  The  parental 
family  included  seven  children,  of  whom   the    fol- 
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lowing  survive,  namely:  Mahlon,  a  resident  of 
South  Chicago;  Mary,  the  wife  of  C.  .7.  Huffstater, 
of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.;  Orin,  of  our  sketch; 
Eliza,  Jlrs.  Lewis  Swisher,  living  near  Benton  Har- 
bor, Mich.,  and  Jay,  a  resident  of  lown. 

Our  subject  continued  in  his  native  county  until 
reaching  manhood,  receiving  a  limited  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  employed  himself  prin- 
cipallj'  in  farm  pursuits.  He  was  married  not  far 
from  the  home  of  his  childhood,  on  the  17th  of  Au- 
gust, 1802,  to  Miss  Martha  AUard,  a  native  of  his 
own  count}-,  and  born  Sept.  15,  184.').  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Snyder,  Almon  and  Ann  E.  (Ktheridge) 
Allard,  were  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and 
are  now  dead.  Their  family  included  eleven  chil- 
dren; those  living  are:  William,  and  Dorcas  A.,  the 
wife  of  James  Huffstater,  both  residents  of  Jefferson 
County;  Matilda,  Mrs.  Francis  Shoecraft,  of  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y. ;  Clarinda,  the  wife  of  Boswell  Brown, 
of  Jefferson  Count.y ;  Edson,  of  Jefferson  County, 
and  Martha,  Mrs.  .Snyder. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  remained  in  New  York 
State  three  years  after  their  marriage,  then  in  Michi- 
gan about  two  and  a  half,  and  then  came  directly  to 
this  county,  locating  a  few  years  afterward  on  their 
present  farm.  The  record  of  their  eleven  children 
is  as  follows:  James  A.  was  born  Aug.  14,  1864,  and 
married  Hattie  Stacey  Nov.  26,  1887;  Edgar,  born 
June  8,  18G6;  Jennie,  born  Sept.  20,  1867,  married 
Isaac  Herner,  March  16,  1886;  Almond,  born  Dec. 
11,  1869;  Merton,  Feb.  19,  1872;  Cora,  Aug.  18, 
1873;  Menzo,  Aug.  18,  1876;  Frederick,  April  27, 
1878;  Eva,  Oct.  27,  1880;  Elmer  F.,  Aug.  11,  1883: 
and  Harry,  April  18,  1885. 

Mr.  Snyder  has  been  the  .nrchitect  of  his  own 
fortune,  commencing  in  life  with  comparatively 
nothing.  This  condition  l^y  no  means  proved  a 
drawback,  as  the  men  who  have  acquired  their  prop- 
ert}'  by  their  own  indnstr}' are  usually  competent  to 
take  care  of  it.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Lincoln,  and  has  since  been  a  decided  Repub- 
lican, although  in  local  matters  he  sets  politics  aside, 
and  votes  for  the  man  whom  he  considers  best  quali- 
fied for  office.  He  has  been  School  Director  in  his 
district  several  terms,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  measures  set  on  foot  for  the  general  welfare  of 
his  community. 


I 


■<• 


^^►^-^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


ELIN  CONVERSE,  one  of  the  oldest  living 
pioneers  in  his  neighbofhoorl.  resides  on  sec- 
^/'  tion  33,  Owego  Township,  and  was  horn  in 
Addison  Connty,  "N't.,  on  the  1st  of  November, 
1834.  He  is  .1  son  of  Mcnian  and  Hannah  (Cramp- 
ton)  Converse,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  New 
England.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  of  English 
and  the  maternal  of  Holland  descent.  The  grand- 
father, Paine  Converse,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Plattsbnrg. 

To  Heman  Converse  were  born  ten  children, 
nine  of  whom  are  living:  Alonzo,  Melissa,  IIul- 
dah  J.,  Emily.  Orlin,  Lonisa,  George,  Harvey  and 
Melinda.  Alonzo  is  in  Dakota;  Melissa  is  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Benham,  of  Barber  Connty,  Kan.;  Huldali 
J.  is  the  wife  of  Ilarvej'  Newell,  of  Wisconsin; 
Emily  is  the  wife  of  Robert  .Smith,  uf  Barber 
County,  Kan.,  and  Lonisa  of  W.  O.  Hinde,  of  Ad- 
dison County,  Vt. ;  George  resides  in  Addison 
County-.  Vt.,  and  Harvev  in  Butler  County,  Iowa; 
Melinda  is  the  wife  of  Dennis  Norton,  and  they  re- 
side on  the  homestead  in  Vermont.  For  manj^  gen- 
erations the  Converse  family  has  been  noted  for  its 
longevitv,  and  the  mother  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  dying  in  July,  1887,  .and  the  father  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Tiie  grandfather 
died  in  his  eighty-first  year. 

Orlin  Converse  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State,  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  in  1855  he  migrated  to  the  West 
and  located  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  has 
ever  since  resided,  with  tiie  exception  of  three 
j-ears  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army.  He 
was  married,  Jan.  7,  18G2,  to  Rebecca  Rockwood,  a 
native  of  Livingston  County,, and  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel Rockwood,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the 
count}',  and  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
locate  the  county  .seat.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Converse 
two  children  W'jre  born — Roland  P.,  and  Jessie,  de- 
ceased. 

On  the  2d  of  Augii>t,  l.S(;2,  .Mr.  ('(inverse  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  12'.)(h  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
which  cominaml  he  .servcil  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  and  participated  in  the  hatticsof  Res.aca,  Peach- 
tree  Creek,  Kennesaw  Mountain,  Jlarietta,  siege  of 
Atlanta,  Bentonvillc,  and  the  entire  campaign, 
'  '  which  included  Sherman's  marcii  to  the   sea,  wind- 


ing up  with  the  grand  review  in  Washington  at  the 
cessation  of  hostilities.  He  was  discharged  from 
the  service  with  the  rank  of  Sergeant,  on  the  20th 
of  June,  18G5.  Immediatelj'  upon  his  discharge 
from  the  army  he  returned  to  Livingston  County 
and  settled  i^ermanently  on  his  present  farm.  He 
now  owns  360  acres  of  good  land,  which  he  has 
brought  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  all  of 
which  has  been  accomplished  through  his  own  in- 
dustiy  and  good  management.  For  two  terms  he 
has  served  as  Supervisor  of  Owego  Township,  and 
is  .at  present  serving  as  Road  Commissioner.  For 
twenty  years  he  has  served  continuously  as  School 
Director  in  District  No.  9,  and  takes  a  very  great 
interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  schools  and  ed- 
ucation. In  polities  he  is  an  adhenmt  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  to  which  he  shows  his  devotion  by 
regularly  voting  its  ticket  and  giving  to  its  candi- 
dates a  cordial  support. 
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ERNARD  LYONS,  who  came  to  this  coun- 
try a  poor  boy  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
numerous  farms  in  Livingston  and  Kendall 
Counties,  was  bom  in  Longford  County, 
Ireland,  on  the  22d  of  November,  1822.  He 
is  the  son  of  D.aniel  Lyons,  and  the  grandson  of 
Thomas  Lj'ons,  both  natives  of  that  county.  They 
both  followed  farming  and  spent  their  entire  lives 
there,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Ann  Gilligan,  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  Bryan  Gilligan.  She 
died  at  the  .age  of  eighty-four  3'ears,  having  spent 
her  entire  life  in  that  county.  The  paternal  grand- 
mother of  our  subject  was  Ann  Brady,  and  the 
maternal  grandmother  was  Ajni  Corcoran.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  had  thirteen  children  born  to 
them,  and  of  that  number  eight  came  to  America: 
Thomas  G,  now  lives  in  Nevada  Township;  Ber- 
nard is  our  subject;  John  lives  in  Odell  Township; 
Patrick  resides  in  Dakota;  Stephen,  in  Saune- 
min  Township;  Maria  McConuick,  in  Saunemin 
Township;  Kate  Doughertj'  lives  in  Ottawa,  La- 
Salle  County ;  Francis,  one  of  the  brothers,  was  in 
this  country  about  five  years  and    while  here  en- 
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gaged  in  teaching  a  portion  of  the  time.  He  re- 
tiirne<l  to  Irehmrl.  and  now  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Mr.  Lv<ins  remained  a  resident  of  his  native 
country  until  he  was  twenty -four  years  of  age  and 
then  came  to  America,  at  first  locating  in  New 
York  City.  Upon  his  arrival  in  New  Yoik  he  was 
without  funds,  but  soon  found  employment  of  var- 
ious kinds,  which  enabled  him  to  support  him.self. 
He  remained  in  New  York  and  vicinitj'  until  the 
fall  of  1849,  when  he  concluded  to  come  "West  and 
see  what  there  might  be  in  store  for  liiui.  He 
traveled  by  rail  to  Buffalo,  and  by  boat  across 
the  Lakes  to  Detroit,  and  then  bj'  rail  across  the 
State  of  Michigan  to  Chicago.  Upon  his  arrival 
in  Chicago  he  supplied  himself  with  a  stock  of 
Yankee  notions,  which  he  engaged  in  peddling 
throughout  the  surrounding  country.  In  the  spring 
of  1850  he  began  farming  in  Kendall  County, 
where  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  wild  prairie  land,  and  the  following  sum- 
mer built  a  frame  house  of  small  dimensions.  He 
resided  there  until  1855,  and  improved  the  land 
materially  and  erected  good  frame  buildings.  In 
1805  he  rented  this  land  to  other  parties  and  came 
to  Livingston  County,  where  he  first  purchased 
IGO  acres  of  laud  in  Nevada  Township,  and  has 
been  a  resident  continuously  of  the  county  all  the 
time.  In  1868  he  bought  the  farm  he  now  occupies, 
which  at  that  time  was  wild  prairie,  but  through 
his  untiring  energy  it  has  been  reduced  to  a  state 
of  splendid  cultivation,  and  he  has  erected  a  good  set 
of  frame  buildings.  In  this  home  farm  there  are 
360  acres  of  well-improved  land.  In  addition  to 
this  he  o^TUS  160  acres  in  Owego  Township,  and  160 
acres  in  Esmen  Township,  besides  the  farm  he 
owns  in  Kendall  County.  These  farms  were  all 
wild  prairie  lands  when  he  first  purchased  them, 
but  the^'  are  now  all  models  of  cultivation  and  im- 
provement. 

On  the  13th  of  August,  1851,  Mr.  Lyons  was 
married  to  Marj-  SIcKaima,  who  was  b(.)rn  in 
County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1833. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Ellen  (Trayner) 
McKanna,  both  natives  of  County  Tyrone.  Thej- 
came  to  America  in  1835,  and  located  -in  Lowell, 
Mass.,  where  they  remained  four  years,  and  then 


came  to  Illinois  and  settled  at  Lockport,  Will 
County,  where  they  lived  until  1844.  In  that  j'ear 
thej'  moved  to  Kendall  County,  and  bought  a  tract 
of  unbroken  prairie  land.  At  that  time  wild  ani- 
mals were  numer(jus,  and  game  of  all  kinds  was 
jilentj'.  He  built  a  log  cabin  on  his  land  and  lived 
there  until  1858,  when  his  death  occurred.  The 
wife  died  about  1876.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyons  aj'c 
the  jiarents  of  eleven  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  Ann,  John  H.,  Margery  E.,  Daniel  S., 
Sarah  J.,  Joseph  P.,  William  F.,  Catherine  M., 
Michael  E.,  Adeline  A.  and  Bernard  A.  Daniel  S. 
resides  on  the  farm  in  Esnien  Township. 

Mr.  Lyons  has  been  Highwaj'  Commissioner  for 
three  years  and  has  served  as  School  Director  and 
Trustee,  and  has  been  Supervisor  for  the  township 
one  year,  and  in  all  these  various  official  capacities 
has  given  excellent  satisfaction.  In  his  attention  to 
public  business  as  well  as  his  own  private  Inisiness, 
he  displays  much  intelligence  and  enterprise,  and 
pardonably  prides  himself  on  the  accomplishments 
of  his  life,  considering  the  humble  start  he  had. 

(P%  TEPHEN  COLEMAN,  who  has  for  many 
^^^  years  lieen  a  resident  of  Long  Point  Town. 
|Jl/_^)  ship,  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  on  an  excellent  farm  of  174  acres 
located  on  section  9.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
was  born  on  the  10th  of  September,  1831.  He  is 
the  son  of  George  and  Sallie  (Triplet)  Coleman, 
who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  was  born  in 
1799,  and  died  Dec.  23,  1856.  He  taught  school 
for  some  time  in  Ohio,  and  in  the  fall  <if  1833  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Bj'  this  marriage,  besides  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  there  were  born  the  following-named  chil- 
dren: Edward  was  born  on  the  26th  of  May,  1833, 
married  Miss  Hattie  Smith,  of  Bureau  County,  111., 
and  they  have  six  children;  Eli  was  born  Aug.  30, 
1835,  and  went  to  Colorado  twenty-one  years  ago, 
since  which  time  no  intelligence  has  been  had  from 
him;  James  was  born  May  10,  1837,  and  died  on 
the  6th  of  May,  1843,  from  the  effects  of  being 
scalded  by  the  contents  of  a  coffee-pot;  Emily  was 
born  May  29,  1840,  and  was  the   wife    of    Marion 
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Ament:  she  died  on  the  Ttli  of  M:iivh,  1S72,  leav- 
ing one  child.  William  L.  was  born  May  1 1,  1842, 
and  died  May  1,  1852;  Mary  was  born  Nov.  18, 
1843.  and  married  Jliletiis  I'^llis,  of  Bureau  County, 
III. ;  he  died  in  Colovad^i,  leaving  four  children. 
Chester  was  born  Nov.  s.  ls4(;.  is  married,  and 
lives  in  Dakota. 

Stephen  Coleman  was  marrie<l,  on  the  (Uh  of  No- 
vember, 1853.  to  Emily,  the  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Mar^-  (Terrj')  Fowler,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  were  the  parents  of  the  following-named  chil- 
dren: Laura,  Emily  S.,  Thomas,  Caroline  and  Louis 
Le  Grand.  Laura  was  born  in  September,  1828, 
and  was  married  to  M.  E.  Allen ;  they  had  eight 
children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  Emily  was 
born  May  28.  1832;  Thomas  was  born  in  1834,  and 
married  Julia  Whitniore;  they  reside  in  Long  Point 
Township.  Caroline,  whose  age  is  not  exactly 
known,  died  in  Bureau  County  in  1850;  Louis  Le 
Grand  was  married  to  Martha  Smiley,  and  they  re- 
side in  Kansas.  Both  parents  of  Mrs.  Coleman  are 
dead. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  tlie 
following-named  children:  Mary  L.,  George  A., 
Sarah,  John,  Lj'dia,  Leonora,  Julia.  Laura,  Charles 
and  Stephen  E.  Mary  was  born  Aug.  25,  1854. 
married  John  Halstead,  and  has  a  family  of  four 
children;  they  reside  in  Nebraska.  George  A.  was 
born  March  27,  1857,  and  married  Emma  Stewart; 
they  have  two  children.  Sarah  was  born  March  G, 
1 8.59,  was  married  to  George  B.  Raub,  and  thej-  have 
a  fjimily  of  three  children  ;  John,  born  Dec.  28,  1 860, 
and  married  Miss  Lucretia  Hakes;  Lydia  was  born 
Aug.  29,  1862,  and  was  married  to  Franklin  Ellis: 
Leonora  was  born  Oct.  29,  1864,  and  died  March 
8,  1872:  Julia  was  born  J.in.  12,  1867,  and  died 
Oct.  30,  1877;  Laura  was  born  March  6,  1868,  and 
Charles,  Jan.  3,  1871;  they  reside  at  home.  Ste- 
phen E.  was  born  March  1  f^,  1873,  and  died  Aug. 
29.  1874. 

.Stephen  Coleman  came  to  Illinois  with  his  [lar- 
ents  and  settled  at  Princeton  in  1 8.')3.  Li  the 
course  of  time  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  sold  after  one  year's  ownership.  He 
now  owns  174  acres,  which  is  well  imjiroved  and 
drained  by  1,300  rods  of  tile  ditch.  Everything 
about   the  place  denotes  thrift  and  enterprise,  and 
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the  home  of  an  intelligent  and  progressive  farmer. 
In  connection  with  this  sketch  is  shown  a  view  of 
Mr.  Coleman's  residence.  Politically  Mr.  C.  is  a 
Democrat,  and  while  taking  .an  interest  in  his  party 
does  not  allow  politics  to  interfere  with  his  business. 
Mrs.  Coleman  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church.  They  enjo}'  the 
universal  esteem  of  all  their  neighbors. 

ELIAS  J.  LUNDY.  This  gentleman  occu- 
pies one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  New- 
,m  J)  town  Township,  which  is  doubly  prized  by 
him  as  having  been  the  homestead  of  his  father. 
He  was  born  in  a  log  house  not  far  from  the  site  of 
the  present  dwelling,  July  12,  1849,  and  is  the  son 
of  Henrj-  and  Mary  (Copse)  Luudy.  Ills  father, 
a  native  of  Logan  County,  Ohio,  was  born  June  3. 
181G,  iind  was  the  son  of  Nathan  and  Amy  (Pick- 
erel) Lund}',  natives  respectively  of  New  Jersey 
and  Mrgiuia,  and  of  Welsh  and  Scotch  descent. 
Nathan  folloived  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  w.as  Amos  Lundy. 
The  children  of  C4  rand  father  Nathan  Lundy  were 
ten  in  number,  and  named  respectively:  Susanna, 
John,  Amos,  Nicholas,  Enoch,  Samuel,  Nathan, 
HenrJ^  Diana  and  FAi;  of  the.se  four  are  still  liv- 
ing. Nicholas  is  farming  in  Iowa,  and  although 
an  old  gentleman,  is  quite  active.  Uncle  Samuel 
has  lived  with  Elias  J.,  our  subject,  nearly  forty- 
seven  years,  and  has  been  blind  since  a  boy  eight 
or  nine  years  old,  which  affliction  was  brought 
about  by  a  severe  attack  of  fever.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  Illinois  when  a  youth  of  fifteen,  and 
remained  with  them  until  their  decease.  "With  the 
sense  of  touch  peculiar  to  the  blind  he  has  con- 
trived to  make  himself  quite  useful,  and  was  for 
many  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  baskets 
and  brooms.  He  also  exhibited  great  ingenuity  in 
the  carving  of  chains  from  peach  pits,  in  which 
work  there  was  necessarily  employed  much  time 
and  patience,  and  which  were  marvels  of  beauty 
and  greatly  admired  by  all  who  saw  them.  He  is 
now  seventy-three  years  old  and  in  very  good 
health.  Another  son,  Nathan,  when  last  heard 
from  was  in  Nebraska;  Eli  lives  in  Missouri ;  John, 
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Anid.N  ;iii(l  Nicholas  served  as  soldiers  in  the  Hlack 
Hawk  War,  and  are  now  deceased.  The  niotiier  of 
these  children  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of  alxmt 
fifty-five  years.  Her  husband,  Nathan,  came  to 
Illinois  dining  its  early  settlement,  making  the  trip 
overland  by  wagon.  He  located  among  the  pio- 
neers of  Logan  County,  where  he  built  up  a  com- 
fortable home  from  the  wilderness  and  spent  his 
last  days. 

Henry  Lundy,  the  father  of  our  subject,  came 
with  his  parents  to  Illinois  about  1829  or  1830,  lo- 
cating first  in  Sangamon  County,  where  they  lived 
about  three  years,  and  thence  removed  to  what 
was  then  Tazewell  but  is  now  DeWitt  County, 
where  he  reached  manhood  and  was  married  in 
Februarj',  1837.  The  young  people  shortlj'  after- 
ward removed  to  La.Salle  Count}'  and  rented  a 
tract  of  land,  but  a  year  later  they  came  to  Liv- 
ingston Countjr.  After  gathering  in  the  crops  of 
three  seasons  from  the  soil  of  that  section,  Mr. 
Lundy  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  about  the 
best  localitj'  that  could  be  found.  He  accordinglv 
entered  a  tract  of  Government  land  besides  pur- 
chasing claims  adjoining,  and  was  greatly  pros- 
pered in  his  labors  thereafter.  He  continued  to 
purchase  laud  until  he  became  the  owner  of  560 
acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  afterward  di- 
vided among  his  children,  giving  eight}'  acres  to 
each.  He  was  a  very  industrious  and  hard-work- 
ing man.  kindly  and  generous  in  disposition,  and  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  passing  away  at  his 
home  in  Newtown  Township  on  the  9th  of  August, 
1885.  The  mother  was  the  drtugiiter  of  Robert 
Copse,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Livingston 
County.  His  family  included  nine  children,  namely  : 
Catherine,  Susannah,  Nancy,  Marj-,  AVilliam,  Jacob, 
Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Thomas.  Of  these  but  three 
are  living — Susannah,  William  and  Jacob.  Susan- 
nah resides  with  her  grandson.  Levy  Snyder,  of 
Newtown  To^\aiship,  and  has  reached  the  advanced 
age  of  eightj'-four  years;  AVilliam  is  a  resident  <if 
Logan  County,  this  State,  and  Jacob,  some  years 
ago,  migrated  across  the  Mississippi  into  Kansas, 
where  he  now  resides.  The  father,  Robert  Copse, 
died  in  Newtown  Township,  Dec.  10,  1853,  at  the 
age  of  one  hundred  years,  six  months  and  ten  days. 


His  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  Phillips  Cemetery, 
and  he  is  remembered  as  a  good  man  in  the  In'oadest 
sense  of  the  term. 

The  family  of  Henry  Lundy  included  four  chil- 
dren— Diana,  Samuel  Porter,  Francis  Marion  and 
Elias  J.  Diana  was  born  Nov.  15,  1837,  and  be- 
came the  wife  of  Lansen  Pope,  of  Newtown;  she 
died  Feb.  18,  1880,  leaving  several  children.  Sam- 
uel Porter  was  born  Dec.  2,  1839,  and  is  farming 
in  Newtown  Township;  Francis  Marion  was  born 
June  30,  1842,  and  is  conducting  a  hotel  and  liv- 
ery stable  at  Cornell.  The  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren spent  her  last  years  in  Newtown,  where  her 
death  took  place  July  21,  1884,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-four years. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
initil  the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  was  over  thirty 
years  of  age.  He  then  moved  across  the  creek, 
where  he  lived  until  the  fall  of  1881,  and  then  re- 
turning to  the  home  farm,  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  their  decease.  He  was  married  in  Pon- 
tiac,  April  9,  1879,  to  Miss  Lizzie  L.  Goddard. 
There  was  already  provided  a  home  for  his  bride, 
and  they  settled  down  comfortablj'  upon  the  place 
where  they  now  live.  Mr.  Lundy  is  keeping  pace 
with  the  various  improvements  introduced  in  con- 
nection with  farming,  and  is  highly  valued  as  an 
agriculturist  and  a  member  of  the  community.  He 
has  of  late  years  given  considerable  attention  to 
stock-raising,  and  has  attained  to  quite  a  rejiutation 
in  this  line.  The  premises  are  marked  b}'  an  air  of 
solidity  and  comfort  which  distinguishes  the  home 
as  one  of  the  most  comfortable  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Orrin 
and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Goddard,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsj'lvania  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Thej' 
came  to  Illinois  in  the  fall  of  1848,  and  located  in 
Livingston  Countj'  the  following  year.  They  are 
now  retired  from  active  labor,  and  are  spending 
their  later  years  in  a  comfortable  home  at  Manville. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children — Burr  B., 
Lizzie  L.,  Emma,  John,  James  P.,  Julia,  Guy,  Por- 
ter and  Frank;  all  except  Lizzie  L.  are  at  home. 
Lizzie  L.,  the  wife  of  our  subject,  was  born  April 
17,  1860,  in  Reading  Township,  this  county,  and 
by  her  union  with  Mr.  Lundy  has  had  two  children 
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— Jessie  G.,  who  was  born  Feb.  IG,  1880,  and 
C'leuient  G.,  wbn  was  boni  Sept.  27.  1  SSI,  and  died 
Feb.  17,  1885.  .Mr.  Lniuly  yules  the  sti'aight  Re- 
publican ticket  and.  with  his  estimable  lady,  is  a 
meniber  in  jjood  standing  of  tlie  IMetliodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

As  representative  lA  the  Imildiiigs  of  this  section 
of  the  county  we  present  on  an  adjoining  page  of 
this  Ai.BiM  a  view  of  Mr.  i.und\  '^  residence  and 
surroundings. 


<|       jfelLLIAM  WA.SHFOED  CRITTEN,  who  is 
'/'    actively    engaged    in   farming  and   stock- 
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raising  On  section  9,  in  Reading  Township, 
is  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  was  born  on  the  2.2d  of  Au- 
gust, 182-1.  He  is  a  son  of  Christopher  and  Eura 
Eaton  (Drake)  Critten.  Tiie  parents  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Indiana  when  our  subject  was  about 
four  years  of  age,  and  it  was  not  until  he  was  four- 
teen years  old  that  he  was  permitted  to  enter  a 
school-room,  because  of  the  distance  to  tlie  nearest 
school-house  from  ids  home. 

Mr.  Critten  was  married,  on  the  ."jth  of  June, 
1848,  in  Montgomery  County,  Ind.,  to  Laura  Ann 
Rector,  who  was  born  on  the  ISth  of  August,  1829. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  (Riddle) 
Rector,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  To  lier  pai-ents 
were  born  the  following  ciiildren:  Laura  Ann,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Matilda  E.,  March  5,  1832;  John 
J.  was  born  on  the  21st  of  October,  1834,  is 
a  farmer  and  resides  in  Fountain  County,  Ind ;  he 
married  Catherine  Laton,  and  they  iiave  six  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  deceased.  .Stephen  L.,  born 
Aug.  21.  ls37.  i>  a  farmer  l)y  occupation  and  re- 
sides in  Indiana;  lie  mai-ried  Sarah  Duncan,  and 
they  have  had  two  children,  both  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. William  P.  married  Miss  C.  Duncan  and 
removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Critten  had  one  child,  Geoi'ge  F., 
boi-n  Sept.  2.0,  1  «53.  The  latter  married  Miss 
Emmeretta  Sw;in,  the  daughter  of  Henry  V.  and 
Deborah  Swan,  I'cli.  24.  1h7(1. 

To  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  (;<-orge  F.  Critten  the  following 
chihlren  have  beeii  boni:  Lina  AnL;n>ta.  .lime  2G, 
1877;  an  infant,  born  .lime  .'iO,  issl,  rlicd  ,luly  10, 


1881;  Laura  Debonah,  born  Oct.  3,  1882;  Adelia 
Pearl,  Aug.  3,  1884,  and  Amy  Luetta,  Aug.  IG, 
1887.  The  wife  of  our  subject,  wlio  was  a  very 
estimable  Avonian  and  endeared  herself  to  all  who 
knew  her,  died  on  the  13th  of  May.  1854.  Mr. 
Critten  has  never  married  again.  His  deceased 
wife  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
died  in  the  full  faith.  Mr.  Critten's  farm  consists 
of  eight3'  acres  of  excellent  land,  whieli  is  hand- 
somely impi'oved  and  highly  cultivated. 

Politically  our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
served  three  3'ears  as  Rt)ad  Commissioner  of  Read- 
ing Township,  and  .also  three  years  as  Road  Super- 
visor, Mr.  Critten  became  a  citizen  of  Livingston 
County  in  the  fall  of  1858,  and  during  this  time  has 
been  exclusively  eng.aged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
At  the  time  of  his  first  settlement  in  this  county 
Ottawa  was  the  nearest  market  point  for  the  selling 
of  grain  and  the  purchase  of  supplies.  He  has  lieen 
a  witness  of  the  progress  made  in  the  opening  and 
developing  of  the  county. 

\t'AMES  LANGAN.  a  large  proportion  of 
I  the  earl3'  residents  of  Snnbnry  Township 
were  self-made  men,  and  sought  a  home 
many  nn'les  from  the  place  of  their  birth. 
Many  of  these  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  strength 
of  their  youth  and  courage,  and  the  review  of  their 
career  is  intensely  interesting,  inasmuch  as  it  proves 
to  what  extent  a  man  is  dependent  upon  his  own 
exertions.  The  subject  of  this  biography  is  one  of 
the  finest  illustrations  of  the  self-made  man  who  in 
his  youth  battled  with  adverse  circumstances,  but 
allowed  nothing  to  dismay  him. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  our  subject  we  find  tliat 
he  w!is  born  in  the  maritime  county  of  Mayo,  Ire- 
land, June  1;'),  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Patrick  and 
Mary  (Langan)  Langan ;  the  former  was  the  son  of 
James  Langan,  and  both  were  natives  of  the  same 
county,  where  the  grandfather  spent  his  entire  life 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  He  married  one  of 
his  youthful  associates.  Miss  Julia  Rooney,  who, 
like  her  husband,  remained  a  permanent  resident  of 
her  native  county.  Tlie\-  were  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  three   daughters.     One   son   died  when  a 
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youth  of  sixteen  years,  the  other  son,  Patrick,  and 
tlio  three  sisters  married  and  reared  families  of 
their  ouii.  Patriclv,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
the  onl}'  one  who  came  to  America,  lie  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  the  homestead  of  his  parents 
and  learned  the  trades  of  bricklayer  and  stone-eiit- 
ter.  He  subsequently  operated  as  a  contractor  and 
also  suijerintended  his  farm,  residing  in  Ireland 
until  about  1868.  He  then,  with  his  wife,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  and  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  at 
the  home  of  our  subject,  his  death  taking  place  in 
1872  when  he  was  seventy -three  j'ears  of  age;  the 
mother  had  died  in  .Streator  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine 
years.  She  was  in  her  maidenhood  Miss  iMar}' 
Langan,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Burke)  Langan.  Both  daughter  and  parents  were 
born  in  County  Mayo,  in  which  the  latter  passed 
their  entire  lives. 

The  children  of  Patrick  and  Mary  Langan,  five 
in  number,  consisted  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  His  parents 
were  in  fair  circumstances  and  gave  to  their  chil- 
dren a  g0(jd  education.  They  w^re  at  the  same 
time  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and  frugality,  and 
early  in  life  learned  to  make  themselves  useful. 
James  remained  a  member  of  his  father's  household 
until  the  spring  of  18,51.  He  was  a  youth  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence,  and  believed  that  witii  a 
fair  opportunity  and  in  a  suitable  localitj'  he  could 
make  of  himself  what  he  could  never  expect  to  be 
under  existing  conditions.  He  had  received  letters 
from  friends  across  the  water  and  had  eagerly  pe- 
rused the  papers  relating  to  the  advantages  given 
the  enterprising  emigrant  in  the  New  World,  and 
determined  to  seek  its  shores.  One  morning  in 
July  he  left  home  with  a  younger  brother  to  take  a 
load  of  straw  to  sell  in  the  town  of  Ballina.  From 
this  sale  he  realized  £.5,  nearly  $25,  in  cash.  He 
sent  his  brother  home  and  took  the  next  stage 
for  Dublin  and  thence  to  Liverpool,  where  he  en- 
gaged passage  on  the  next  vessel  for  America. 
Seven  weeks  and  three  daj's  later  found  him  disem- 
barking from  the  ship  "Warbler"  at  the  wharves  of 
New  Orleans,  with  a  cash  capital  of  fifty  cents  in 
his  pocket.  His  first  business  was  to  look  around 
for  something  wiiich  would  increase  his  exchequer, 
but  from  this  effort  he  realized  only  his  board,  being 


cheated  out  of  his  week's  wages.  He  then  decided 
to  leave  the  Crescent  City,  and  succeeded  in  con- 
tracting U)  work  his  passage  on  a  steamer  to  St. 
Louis  and  thence  in  a  similar  manner  to  LaSalle, 
III.,  where  he  landed  still  clinging  to  the  fifty  cents 
which  he  had  brought  with  him  from  the  old  coun- 
try. This  lie  fin.nlly  offered  to  the  landlord  where 
he  stopped  for  his  night's  lodging,  but  the  gentle- 
man very  humanely  refused  to  take  it. 

Young  Langan  had  an  uncle  in  LaSalle  County, 
twenty-five  miles  from  the  town,  and  he  set  out  on 
foot  for  the  house  of  his  relative.  Soon  after  reach- 
ing his  destination  he  was  attacked  with  ague  and 
was  for  nearly  a  year  unable  to  work.  He  finally 
presented  his  cherished  fifty  cents  to  one  of  his 
cousins,  and  was  most  of  the  time  without  money 
for  twelve  months  thereafter.  As  soon  as  he  was 
able  he  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  at  $12  per  month, 
and  was  thus  emploj'ed  for  fifteen  months  following. 
Subsequently  he  assisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
Rock  Islanil  Railroad  and  afterward  [lerformed  the 
same  duties  with  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  He 
worked  for  the  latter  with  a  shovel  four  weeks  and 
then  went  into  the  stone  quarry.  His  intelligence 
and  industry'  won  him  the  confidence  and  approval 
of  his  employers  and  not  long  afterward  he  was  ap- 
pointed foreman  over  a  large  gang  of  workmen,  at 
a  sahuy  of  ^60  per  month,  which  position  he  re- 
tained nine  months.  He  then  purchased  a  one-half 
interest  in  a  threshing-machine  and  the  same  in  :i 
McCormick  reaper,  both  of  which  he  operated  two 
seasons,  afterward  selling  out  and  investing  the 
proceeds  in  live  stock.  In  the  summer  lie  cmploj'cd 
herders  to  look  after  them  on  the  jirairie  and  in 
winter  hired  men  to  cut  hay  for  them.  In  the 
meantime  he  was  himself  engaged  in  breaking  prai- 
rie for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  at  $6 
per  day.  When  this  job  was  completed  he  was  em- 
[)loyed  by  the  farmers  around  at  the  same  work  and 
in  the  nuld  seasons  often  slei)t  on  the  gi'ass  on  the 
0|)en  praii'ie  and  without  shelter. 

CJur  subject,  still  pursuing  the  climbing  piocess 
and  making  headway  at  each  move,  now  began  to 
enlarge  his  sphere  <.if  action,  and  rented  the  farm  of 
his  uncle  for  a  period  of  three  3'ears.  He  had  in 
the  meantime  been  married,  and  novv  located  with 
his  family  on   a   piece   of  groimd  belonging  to  his 
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fathev-in-law.  He  still  kept  his  stock,  and  his  herd 
steadily  increased  in  numbers  until  he  had  nearly 
100  head.  In  September,  18Ci3,  he  visited  this 
county  and  purchased  240  acres  of  land  at  ^6.50 
per  acre  in  Sunbury  Township,  upon  which  he  k>- 
cated  two  years  later  and  has  since  remained.  He 
made  purchases  of  land  from  time  to  time  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  1.200  acres,  besides  town  lots 
in  Dwight.  When  Mi-.  Langan  became  a  property 
owner  in  Sunbur_v  Township,  the  larger  portion  of 
it  was  wild  prairie,  owned  by  non-residents,  and  he 
was  appointed  agent  for  the  sale  of  a  large  propor- 
tion of  these  lands.  He  also  dealt  in  real  estate  in 
Kankakee  and  Gruudj-  Counties.  His  business  talent 
was  phenomenal,  and  as  the  conservator  of  large  in- 
terests he  has  acquitted  himself  as  a  most  valued 
and  useful  factor  in  the  development  of  Sunbury 
Township.  The  intelligent  and  industrious  class  of 
people  with  whom  it  was  soon  settled  came  here, 
many  of  them,  through  his  solicitations,  and  he 
smoothed  the  way  many  times  out  of  their  difficul- 
ties. His  example  proved  a  stimulus  to  luimbers, 
who  made  desperate  efforts  to  emulate  his  enter- 
jnise.  His  home  farm  embraces  .500  acres,  with 
the  most  elegant  and  sulistantial  improvements,  and 
everything  indicative  of  the  progressive  agricultur- 
ist and  the  enterprising  citizen. 

!Mr.  Langan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Catherine  Coffej-,  Nov.  20,  l'Sj4.  Mrs.  Langan  was 
Itorn  in  Jersey  City,  N.  .1.,  March  7,  lf->3G,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Mary  (Gorman) 
Coffcj%  natives  of  Roscommon  Countj',  Ireland, 
and  both  now  deceased.  Of  her  union  with  oiu' sub- 
ject there  were  born  tlie  children  wliose  record  is 
as  follows:  Thomas  N.  is  farming  in  Sunbur}- 
Townsiiip:  Mary  is  tlic  wife  of  Hugh  Molanney  and 
livc:^  in  Grundy  County;  Katie  married  William 
Cusick  and  also  lives  in  Grundy  County;  J.'uncs  II. 
is  a  student  at  Dixon  College,  111.;  one  child  died 
young. 

Mr.  l>angan  politically  is  a  consei'vative  Demo- 
crat, ca.-ting  hi-  vote  at  Presidental  elections  with 
tlie  party  of  ])i>  choice,  bnt  in  local  affairs  voting 
independently.  He  keeps  himself  well  posted  uj)on 
current  event-  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  t<j  the  welfare  of  his  ado|)ted 
country.     He  has   never  consented   to  hold  ollice, 


l)ut  became  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  his  own  con- 
venience in  transferring  lands.  He  alwa3's,  how- 
ever, gives  his  time  cheerfull}-  to  the  promotion  of 
his  friends  at  times  of  election,  and  nothing  pleases 
him  better  than  to  see  a  worthy  man  enti'usted  with 
the  interests  of  the  people.  He  w.as  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the  doctrines  of 
which  his  honored  parents  were  firmly  engrafted, 
and  still  clings  to  the  religion  of  his  forefathers, 
being  a  member  and  an  attendant  with  his  wife  and 
children  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  Sunbury  Town- 
ship. 


•--^w^ 
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W.  KPjNYON,  one  of  the  reliable  and  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  Odell,  which  is  an 
important  station  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
Road,  in  Livingston  County,  is  the  subject 
of  tills  sketch.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  lumber 
trade,  and  kindred  branches.  He  was  born  in  Troy, 
N.  v.,  on  the  ITtliof  December,  1.S24,  and  was  the 
second  in  a  familj-  of  ten  children  born  to  Daniel 
and  Araminta  (Armstrong)  Kenyon,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  New  York.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  Amasa  Kenyon.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Isaac  and  Phoebe  Armstrong,  all  of 
whom  were  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  of 
Mr.  Kenjon  was. reared  on  a  farm  until  he  grew  tC) 
manhood,  and  when  he  started  in  life  for  himself, 
located  at  Tro}',  N.  Y.,  and  engaged  in  boating  on 
the  Hudson.  In  183G  he  moved  to  Newark,  Wayne 
County,  where  he  followed  a  mercantile  life  for  a 
time,  and  then  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Kenyon  was  reared  to  farm  life  principallj', 
and  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  three 
years  before  his  m.'ijority.  All  the  education  he 
icceived  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  was  married  to  Mary 
(ir.-int,  on  the  8th  of  October,  1845.  She  was  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Eliab  T. 
and  Eliza  (Wilkinson)  Grant,  who  were  natives  of 
Hhode  Island,  and. early  settlers  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Kenyon  and  his  wife  first  settled  in  Newark, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business,  which 
he  continued  until  18CG,  when  failing  health  com- 
l)elled  him  to  give  up  his  business,  and  for  two 
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three  years  he  retired  from  active  life.  During  the 
war  he  vvas  a  member  of  the  War  Committee  in  his 
district,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  the  year  in 
organizing  troops  and  doing  other  things  connected 
witli  the  war  recruiting  service.  In  1SG6  he  sold 
all  his  intere.^ts  in  the  East,  and  coming  to  Odell  on 
a  visit  to  his  brother,  he  ))ecame  interested  in  the 
lumber  business  with  him.  In  1868  he  made  a  sec- 
ond visit,  and  was  so  greatly  benefited  in  health  by 
the  climate,  that  he  resolved  to  bring  his  family  and 
locate  for  a  time.  In  1868  he  moved,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  he  and  his  brother  were  associated 
together  hi  the  lumber  and  coal  business.  He  then 
bought  the  interest  of  his  brother,  and  for  the  past 
ten  3ears  has  been  alone.  Seven  years  ago  he 
opened  a  second  j'ard  at  Cabery,  which  is  now  man- 
aged bj-  his  brother,  who  was  his  former  partner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenyon  are  the  parents  of  three 
cliildren,  two  of  whom  are  living.  Willie  T.  and 
Annie  M. ;  Charles  died  in  childhood;  Willie  mar- 
ried Miss  Abbie  Supplee,  and  lives  in  Chicago, 
where  he  is  with  Felix  &  Masters  in  a  wooden-ware 
establishment.  Mr.  Kenyon  has  always  been  more 
or  less  active  in  politics,  nsnally  voting  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Town  Board  in 
Newark,  where  he  was  engaged  in  business.  Since 
locating  in  Odell,  he  has  served  as  President  of  the 
Town  Board,  and  was  a  Town  Trustee  for  many 
terms.  For  the  first  time  in  manj-  j'ears  he  is  now 
not  connected  with  any  office.  His  excellent  wife 
is  a  member  of  the  Universalist  Church,  and  with 
the  aid  of  her  husband,  has  been  instrumental  in 
building  up  the  society  in  all  its  branches. 
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\T/       OUIS  M.  IFSON.     Bornholm  is  an  island  in 
Baltic  Sea,  lying  ninety  miles  east  of 

and  and  twenty-five  miles  south  of  the 

southermost  point  of  Sweden,  and  belongs  to  Den- 
mark. It  is  about  twenty-three  miles  long  by  eight- 
een broad,  and  has  an  area  of  230  square  miles. 
In  general  the  coast  is  high,  presenting  perpendicu- 
lar cliffs,  close  lo  which  is  deep  water,  but  where 
the  cliffs  do  not  prevail  reefs  and  sand  banks 
stretch  out  to  sea,  rendering  approach  dangerous, 
xcepting  a  heath  tract  near  the  center  the  land  is 


generall}'  fertile.  Good  building  stone  and  marble 
are  quarried  and  coal  is  likewise  produced,  but  it  is 
of  an  inferior  quality.  The  island  has  long  been 
famous  for  its  rock  crystals,  and  agriculture,  cattle 
raising,  fishing  and  seafaring  afford  the  chief  sup- 
port of  tiie  inhabitants.  It  was  at  the  fort  of 
Christainson,  not  far  from  the  Island  of  Bornholm, 
that  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  1 2,  Rook's  Creek  Township, 
was  born  on  the  17th  of  October,  1853. 

Mr.  Ipson  is  the  son  of  Didrik  Funk  ;nid  Char- 
lotte (Larson)  Ipson,  and  with  them  resided  in  tiie 
town  of  Ronne,  the  capital  of  Bornholm.  until  he 
was  twentj-  years  of  age,  receiving  a  good  common- 
school  education  and  also  learning  the  trade  of  a 
shoemaker  from  his  father.  In  the  spring  of  1873 
he  bade  good  bye  to  his  island  home  and  came  to 
America.  Immediately  after  landing  he  came  to 
Livingston  County,  and  in  1875  went  to  Wiscon- 
sin, where  he  remained  a  short  time  and  then  re- 
turned to  Illinois.  On  the  23d  of  December,  1879, 
he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  M.,  daughter  of  Claus 
and  Christina  B.  Anderson,  of  Bornholm.  After 
his  marriage  he  rented  land  which  he  farmed  for 
three  years  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres,  on 
which  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ipson  have  four  children,  whose 
names  are:  Clarence  William,  who  was  born  Oct- 
19,  188(1;  Agnes  Luella,  June  6,  1882;  Elmer  Lonis, 
March  2,  1884,  and  Charles  Didrik,  June  13,  1886. 
Mr.  Ipson  is  the  sec(nid  in  a  family'  of  seven  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living;  they  were  named 
as  follows:  Louisa  Didrikka,  Louis  M.,  Charles 
Peter,  IMagdalena  Charlotte  and  Ilansine.  Louisa 
married  Christian  Oleson,  has  seven  children,  and 
lives  in  Pontiac :  Charles  is  married  and  has  one 
child:  lAlagdaleiia  is  married  and  has  two  children; 
lioth  live  in  Borniiolra,  as  also  does  Hansine.  Mr. 
Ipson's  father  wa>  btini  on  the  2d  of  February, 
182G,  and  his  mother  in  1834.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Bornholm  on  the 
20th  of  Ma_v,  1860.  She  and  a  younger  sister  came 
to  this  country  in  1876,  landing  at  New  York  on 
the  21st  of  May.  after  a  voyage  of  nineteen  days. 
They  were  delayed  on  the  way  two  days  bj-  heavy 
fogs,  and  at  one  time  they  thought  the}'  were  go- 
ing to  be  shipwrecked.      She  is  the  fourth   child  in 


832 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


4 


a  family  of  eight,  five  of  whom  came  to  this  coun- 
try. The  names  of  the  children  are:  Eliza  Cather- 
ine, John  Peter,  Caroline  Maria,  Elizabeth  j\I.,  iMaria 
Christina.  Hansiue  Wilhelmina,  Annie  Boeldine  and 
.lames  Otis.  Eliza  C.  is  married,  has  three  children, 
and  lives  at  Bornholm:  John  P.  is  married,  has  three 
children,  and  lives  in  Kansas;  Caroline  M.  is  mar- 
ried, has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Piatt  County. 
111. :  Maria  C.  is  married,  has  two  children,  and  lives 
ill  Kansas;  Hansine  W.  and  Annie  B.  live  in  Born- 
holm;  and  James  O.  lives  in  Piatt  County,  111. 

Since  coming-  to  this  country  Mr.  Ipsou  has 
been  successfnl  in  his  business  affairs,  and  his  80- 
acre  farm  is  the  result  of  his  thrift  and  iudnstrj'. 
He  h.as  erected  a  comfortable  home  and  his  farm 
buildings  are  of  gxiod  quality. 


-^• 
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n   settlers  of  Illinois  hac 
\  clear  aw.aj-   in   order 


,1  ARTIN  PEARSON.  Of  course  the  early 
( v.V  .„tfi„,..,  ..f  Tii;,,,.;.  had  no  forests  to  fell  and 
ay  in  omer  to  make  their  land 
tillable,  but  thej'  had  the  prairie  which 
had  grown  wild  from  the  beginning  of  time  to 
break  and  convert  to  a  condition  of  cultivation. 
This  was  not  an  easy  task,  and  the  work  had  to  be 
performed  with  the  most  iirimitive  kind  of  imple- 
ments, for  but  little  progress  had  been  made  in  the 
imi)rovement  of  machinery.  At  the  time  the  sub- 
ject of  this  .sketch  came  to  Illinois  but  little  of  the 
land  was  under  cultivation,  and  tlie  jirairie  grass, 
which  ha<l  been  growing  for  centuries,  had  become  so 
rank  and  matted  together,  and  the  roots  had  become 
so  strong  and  tenacious  that  oxen  or  teams  of  four 
horses  had  to  be  attached  to  the  plow  iu  order  to 
(irepare  the  ground  for  i-iillivation.  But  when 
till.- grass  was  finally'  ^ubrllK'll  tlie  [lioneer  farmer 
wa.- repaid  f(n' the  ardu(ju>  lalior  required,  for  tlie 
rich  soil  iirodueed  .•iliuiidaiit  crops.  Mr.  Pearson 
i-  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  in  Avoca  Township, 
and  is  a  lepresenlativc  farmer  and  stock-iaiser,  re- 
siding on  section  2  I. 

Mr.  Pearson   is   a  native  of  Tijipecanoe  Count}', 
ind.,  where  he  was  born  on  the  22d  of  July,  1830. 
He  is  the  .son  of  Lot  and  .Sojjhia  (Staley )  Pc^arson, 
natives  of  Ohio  and   North   Carolina  respectively. 
▼  Hi;-  maternal  grandfather,  Jacob  Stah^y,  was  a  sol- 
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dier  of  the  War  of  1812,  and  his  paternal  ancestors 
were  of  English  descent.  His  parents  settled  in 
Tippecanoe  County,  Ind.,  at  a  very  early  day,  and 
both  died  when  our  subject  was  only  about  nine 
years  of  age.  Of  their  family  of  children  the  fol- 
lowing are  living:  Meredith,  of  Kansas;  Eli,  of 
Avoca  Township;  Mary,  wife  of  David  Bodley,  of 
Kansas,  and  Martin.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
having  been  left  an  orphan  at  such  a  tender  age, 
was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  con- 
sequentl}'  received  but  a  linuted  education.  At 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
blacksmithiug  trade,  which  he  followed  for  about 
thirteen  years.  In  18r)3  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  wliere  he  has  since  resided.  During  the 
first  four  years  of  his  residence  here  he  engaged  in 
blacksmithiug,  and  then  began  farming,  settling  on 
his  present  farm  iu  Avoca  Township.  He  settled 
on  this  farm  when  it  was  raw  pi-airie  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  five  acres,  which  had  been  broken, 
and  has  witnessed  the  development  of  the  county 
from  its  most  primitive  condition  until  it  is  now 
one  of  the  best  improved  counties  in  the  State.  In 
common  with  all  pioneers  the  hardshi[)S  which  he 
endured  were  many  and  trying,  but  he  nol>ly  sur- 
mounted all  obstacles  <ind  now  owns  160  acres  of 
land  thoroughly  drained,  and  under  the  most  perfect 
state  of  cultivation.  The  farm  buildings  are  of  niod- 
ei'u  aichitecture,  and   include  all  the  conveniences. 

Mr.  Pearson  heeded  the  call  for  men  to  assist  in 
suppressing  the  Relielliou,  and  in  the  nK^nth  of 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  12yth 
Illinois  Infantry,  which  w.as  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  During  his  term  of  service  he 
[(articipated  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Burnt  Hick- 
ory, Kennesaw  Mountain,  Peachtree  Creek,  the 
siege  of  Atlanta,  and  the  battle  of  Nashville. 
Becoming  sick  at  Atlanta  he  was  furloughed  for 
twenty  days,  and  at  Nashville  he  had  a  relapse 
wliich  coni[)elle(I  iiini  lo  remain  in  the  hospital  for 
three  montiis.  lie  was  honorably  discharged  on  the 
5111  of  July,  1865,  and  immediateh'  returned  to 
Illinois. 

Mr.  Pear.son  was  first  married  in  1  852,  to  Clarissa 
Tucker,  a  ii:itive  of  Ireland.  His  second  marriage 
was  to  Sarah  L.  Hefner,  on  the  18th  of  March, 
lis5().     She  is  a  native  of  Livingston  County,  and 
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a  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  Hefner,  who 
were  among  its  pioneers.  To  them  have  lieen 
boi'n  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  livinii- — 
Lou  W.,  JMattie  A.,  the  wife  of  Wallace  Foster, 
Oscar  K.  and  Eva.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  wliich  he 
has  served  as  Steward  for  a  (Mjnsiderable  time. 
Politically  he  is  a  Pi-ohibitionist,  and  in  the  cause 
of  that  party  he  is  an  untiring  and  earnest  vvorker. 
So  far  as  official  position  is  concerned  he  has 
served  the  people  well,  in  the  ca|)arity  of  .Justice 
(if  the  Peace  twelve  3'ears,  Assessor  two  years, 
Collector  two  j'ears,  and  is  now  serving  his  fif- 
teenth year  as  Road  Commissioner  in  Avoca 
Township,  .and  has  likewise  served  five  j'ears  as 
Township  Scliool  Trustee.  He  has  ail  his  life  been 
an  energetic,  hard-working  man,  and  his  accumula- 
tions testify  to  his  industry  and  good  management. 
In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  lives  he  occupies  a  leading 
position. 


^  ARTIN  ALLEN  NEWMAN,  a  leading 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  '22,  New- 
town Township,  lives  on  a  fine  farm  of  200 
acres,  which  is  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  was  born  in  Vermillion  County,  Ind., 
on  the  25th  of  October,  1818,  and  remained  there 
until  18. '3  8. 

During  the  boyhood  days  i)f  our  subject  he  had 
no  educational  advantages  whatever,  and  has 
learned  to  read  and  write  since  his  marriage  in 
1.S4;3.  In  KSoT  he  took  a  wagon-load  of  apples 
from  Vermillion.  County  to  Chicago,  requiring  four 
weeks  to  make  the  trip  with  an  ox-team.  In  1838 
he  removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Ottawa,  where 
he  lived  until  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  break- 
ing prairie  and  working  on  the  ferry  across  the  Illi- 
nois River  during  summer,  and  chopping  wood  in 
winter.  lu  1840  he  returned  to  Indiana  and 
brought  his  mother  and  four  chiklren  to  LaSalle 
County,  where  he  cared  for  the  family  until  1843. 
On  the  2d  of  January,  1843,  Mr.  Newman  was 
married  to  Hannah  Springer,  a  native  of  Livingston 
County  and  daughter  of  Job  and  Dorothea  (Parker) 
4» 


Springer,  who  were  old  residents  of  Livingston 
County,  in  which  they  have  since  died.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Newman  engaged  one  year  in  farm- 
ing, but  not  l)eing  successful,  he  removed  to  Ot- 
tawa and  hired  out  to  a  carpenter  at  §10  per  montii 
for  one  year.  After  tin's  he  worked  at  that  trade 
on  his  own  account  for  several  years.  He  then  ac- 
cepted employment  from  the  State  for  some  time, 
building  the  aqueduct  across  Fox  River.  While 
engaged  in  this  work  his  liealth  became  impaire<l, 
and  he  was  compelled  to  remain  idle  for  a  consid- 
erable time.  He  then  engaged  in  peddling,  in  De- 
cember. 1847,  visiting  monthly  during  the  next 
year  almost  every  house  in  Livingston  Count}',  and 
meeting  with  good  success.  He  then  worked  for 
Walker  &  Hickling  for  a  time,  and  in  the  siuing  of 
1850  moved  to  what  is  now  New  Michigan,  Living- 
ston County,  and  opened  a  store,  pre-empting  also  a 
quarter  section  of  land,  on  which  he  located  the 
town.  In  1851  he  contracted  to  carry  the  mail 
from  Ottawa  to  Bloomington  weekly,  Ijy  the  «ay 
of  Pontiac  and  Indian  Grove,  at  |i7  per  trip.  After 
this  he  exchanged  eighty  acres  of  his  land  for  a 
tavern  stand  in  Lexington,  McLean  County,  which 
he  soon  afterward  sold,  and  with  the  proceeds  pur- 
chased land  near  Pontiac.  In  tlie  spring  of  1854, 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  a  mill  at  Ottawa,  and 
in  1857,  during  the  panic  which  swept  over  the 
countrjMn  that  year,  lost  all  of  his  accumulations, 
excepting  the  160-acre  farm  tiiat  he  now  lives  upon. 
His  actual  loss  at  the  time  was  about  $6,000.  In 
June,  1860,  he  tooli  a  mail  contract  bet(veen  this 
point  and  Odell  and  to  Ottawa,  which  he  held  six 
years,  and  then  for  seven  years  he  kept  tlie  post- 
offlce  at  Manville,  Newtown  Township. 

Mr.  antl  Mrs.  Newman  are  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named children:  Lysander,  Flavilla,  Manley 
J.,  John  Milton,  Clarinda  G.,  Martha  Jane,  Lncina 
Belle,  Dorothea  J.,  Ida  May,  Emma  and  Ge()rge 
Walker.  Lysander  died  in  childhood  ;  Flavilla  and 
Mauley  J.  died  in  infancy;  John  M.  is  married  and 
lives  in  Streator,  where  he  conducts  a  feedyard; 
he  has  three  children.  Clarinda  G.  died  in  her 
thirty-third  year,  and  left  three  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Martha  J.  married  W.  H. 
Palmer,  lias  four  children,  and  lives  in  Genesee  ■ 
County,  N.  Y. ;  Lucina  B.  is  unmarried,  and  lives  with    T 
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her  sister  in  New  York ;  Dorothea  J.  is  the  wife  of  W. 
J.  Pilcher,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  Kansas: 
Ida  May  died  at  the  age  of  fourj-ears:  Emma  and 
George  AV.  are  at  home.  Mrs.  Newman  is  an  ardent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch,  and 
Mr.  Newman  belongs  to  the  Republican  party. 
They  are  both  most  estimable  people,  and  enjoy 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  their  neighbors. 


AMES  BR V DON.  Tlie  farm  property  uf  tliis 
gentleman  is  beautifully  located  in  Charlotte 
Township,  on  section  24,  and  comprises  1'20 
acres  of  land  with  a  handsome  and  substan- 
tial residence,  a  good  barn  and  other  out-buildings. 
and  is  well  stocked  nith  gi'aded  Durham  cattle, 
thoroughbred  Norman  horses  ami  Poland-China 
swine.  The  fields  are  divided  with  neatly  trimmed 
hedges  and  the  whole  presents  a  pleasing  iiicture  of 
the  model  country  estate.  Our  subject  besides 
these  good  things  of  life  has  an  intelligent  familj' 
of  children,  to  whom  he  is  giving  a  good  education 
and  training  them  to  becume  praiseworthy  and  use- 
ful citizens.  He  is  practically  a  self-made  man, 
who  has  battled  with  many  difficulties  in  life,  and 
his  property  is  the  accumulation  of  his  own  indus- 
try and  frugality.  The  dwelling  stands  in  the  midst 
of  handsome  shade  trees,  both  natural  and  orna- 
roental,  and  not  far  away  is  one  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful groves  in  Livingston  County,  planted  liy  the 
iiand  of  the  proprietor. 

The  early  liome  of  our  subject  vvas  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  the  city  of  Liverpool,  En- 
gland, where  his  birtli  took  place  July  27,  1838. 
He  is  the  younger  of  two  children  born  to  George 
and  Eliza  (Bailantyne)  Brydou,  natives  of  Scotland 
and  of  Scotch  descent.  George  Br^-don  in  early 
life  learned  tlie  cabinet-maker's  trade  at  Liveipool 
but  sub.sequently  returned  to  iiis  native  county,  and 
died  tiiere  when  hi-  sou  James  was  but  three  .ye.arg 
of  age.  The  mother  only  sin-vived  three  years,  and 
James  was  tjikeii  by  his  maternal  aunt.  Miss  Jane 
liallantyne,  of  Selkirkshire,  Scotland,  where  he  was 
reared  and  obtained  his  education.  In  18,')3,  when 
.'i  youth  of  fifteen   years,  in  company  with  his  sister 


and  aunt  he  set  sail  from  Liverpool  on  the  vessel 
"Benjamin  Adams."  and  after  a  pleasant  voyage  of 
five  weeks  and  three  days,  they  landed  in  New 
York  City.  Thence  they  proceeded  directly  to 
Kankakee,  III.,  to  the  home  of  an  uncle,  with  whom 
our  subject  remained  until  March  following.  He 
then  set  out  in  life  for  himself,  being  em|)loyed  as 
a  farm  laborer  until  in  August,  1861. 

The  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  necessitating  a 
call  for  volunteers,  our  subject,  Aug.  -IS,  1861,  en- 
listed at  Chicago  in  Company  K,  42d  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  at  once  entered  into  active  service. 
With  his  comrades  he  first  met  the  enemy  at  Earm- 
ington.  Miss.,  and  subsequent!}-  participated  in  the 
liattles  of  Stone  River,  Chattanooga  and  Cliicka- 
mauga,  and  was  engaged  in  the  raid  through  East 
Tennessee  to  Kuoxville.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
first  term  of  enlistment  he  re-entered  the  ranks  Jan. 
1,  1864,  and  not  long  afterward  joined  the  army  of 
Gen.  Sherman  on  its  march  upon  Atlanta,  and  wa> 
present  at  the  siege  and  capture  of  the  city.  He 
received  his  honorable  discharge  Jan.  10,  18(>6,  and 
suffered  but  one  wound,  which  confined  him  to  the 
hospital  a  little  over  a  month. 

Mr.  Brj'don  upon  retiring  from  the  army,  came 
to  this  count}'  and  pm'chased  eight}-  acres  of  wild 
prairie  land,  which  is  no^v  included  in  his  present 
homestead.  He  continued,  however,  working  for 
others  until  he  could  obtain  sufficient  cajntal  to 
secure  the  implements  required  for  the  cultivation 
of  his  Land,  and  in  the  spring  of  1868  broke  the 
sod  of  about  forty  acres  and  put  in  a  crop.  As 
siMin  as  this  was  completed  he  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  house,  which  w.as  finished  in  June  fol- 
lowing ami  to  which  he  brought  a  bride  not  long- 
afterward,  his  marriage  with  Aliss  Eliza  A.  Jessnp 
taking  pLace  July  27,  1868, 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Cambridge, 
Ind.,  March  29,  184.5,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Iv  and  l\Iary  (Burkett)  Jessnp,  natives  of 
South  Carolina.  The  mother  is  deceased  and  the 
father  is  now  living  in  Nebraska.  The  young -ijeo- 
ple  commenced  life  together  <m  the  new  farm,  and 
as  years  i)assed  by  tliere  were  added  bj-  degrees 
the  various  improvements  which  the  i)assing  traveler 
uoH'  looks  upon  with  admiration  as  the  embellish- 
ments of  a  home  su|)plie<l  with   all  the  comforts  of 
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life  and  many  of  its  luxuries.  Mr.  B.  subsequenth' 
added  fort}'  acres  to  his  first  purchase,  an<l  the  whole 
120  acres  is  under  a  fine  state  of  cnltiviition  :md 
exceedingly  fertile. 

Tlie  children  of  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Br3'don  were  nine 
in  number,  seven  now  living,  namelj',  four  sous 
and  three  daugiiters.  These  bear  the  names  respect- 
ively of  Mary  E.,  George  E.,  James  F..  Florence 
I.,  Ai.  Edith  and  Wesley.  The3'  form  a  blooming 
family  of  whom  the  parents  have  reason  to  be 
proud,  and  whom  they  are  training  in  those  vir- 
tues and  accomplishments  which  will  constitute 
them  valuable  citizens  and  desirable  members  of 
the  S(,)cial  circle. 


Sfl  ACOB  OPFY.  There  is  something  about  an 
unselfish  man  which  natui'ally  attracts  j'on  to 
him;  something  which  makes  you  feel  better 
^^Jj  when  you  are  in  his  presence  and  under  his 
influence.  An  unselfish  man  is  a  valuable  acquisi- 
tion to  any  conumuiity,  for  he  is  happiest  when  en- 
gaged in  g0(.)d  deeds,  and  doing  something  which 
will  make  the  community  better.  When  the  unselfish 
man  is  connected  with  the  work  of  religion  and  reform 
his  influence  penetrates  every  nook  and  corner  of  his 
>urroundings,  and  to  him  can  be  traced  either  directly 
or  indirectly  the  beginning  of  nearly  all  enterprises 
which  have  for  their  object  the  amelioration  of  the 
distress  and  the  reformation  of  mankind.  In  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  we  have  illustrated  the  guod 
which  can  be  accomplished  by  uuselflshness  in  cdu- 
nection  with  earnestness  and  sincerity. 

Mr.  Oppy  is  an  honored  citizen  of  Avoca  Town- 
ship, and  a  native  of  Champaign  County,  Uhiii.  He 
was  born  on  the  20th  of  October,  1819,  and  is  the 
son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  Oppy,  the  former  a  native 
of  Virginia,  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  His 
mother  died  when  Mr.  Opj)}"  was  but  ten  days  old, 
and  when  he  was  quite  a  small  boy  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  Logan  County,  Ohio,  where  he  lesided 
until  he  reached  his  fifteenth  j'ear.  At  that  age  he 
removed  to  Grant  County,  Ind..  where  he  remained 
until  he  reached  the  yeais  of  manhood.  The  greater 
portion  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  agricultural 
piirsuit>   and  stock-raising,  except    during  his  ten 


years'  residence  in  Grant  Crtuntv.   Ind.,   where   he 
was  engaged  in  milling. 

On  the  2d  of  February.  1840,  i>ur  subject  was 
married  to  P^mma  A.  Neal,  a  native  of  Grant  Coun- 
ty, Ind.  She  died  on  the  22d  of  September,  1842, 
and  on  the  8th  of  January,  1843,  Mr.  Opp3^  was 
married  to  Elizabeth  P.  Briggs,  a  native  of  Grant 
County,  Ind.,  who  bore  him  six  children,  and  died 
on  the  31st  of  October,  1858.  On  the  30th  of 
March,  1859,  Mr.  Oppy  was  married  a  third  time, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Rebecca  A.  Kendall,  a 
native  of  Indiana,  and  she  hail  five  children — Dor- 
cas J.,  Tillie  A.,  Minnie  E.,  Cora  D.  and  Linda  L. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  with  his  family  he  came  to 
Livingston  County,  and  innnediately  located  upon 
the  farm  he  now  occupies  near  Fairbury.  This 
farm  consists  of  130  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
which  is  fully  equipped  withappropi'iate  farm  build- 
ings. Besides  this  he  i>  the  owner  of  a  good 
property  in  Fairburj'.  lie  and  his  wife  ai'c  both 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episctipal  Chureli  in 
Fairbtuy,  in  which  he  served  flftj'  years  as  a  local 
minister  and  in  other  otHcial  capacities,  tie  has 
been  a  generous  supporter  of  the  churcli,  and  is 
(piite  liberal-spirited  and  unselfish  in  all  liis  motives. 
While  in  a  general  sense  he  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  selection  of  officers  for  the 
administration  of  local  affaiis,  he  aims  to  cast  his 
Itallot  for  men  of  pure  character  and  best  fitted  for 
the  positions  to  which  they  aspire  regardless  of 
political  i)arties.  In  his  earlier  business  career  Mr. 
Oppy  endured  manj-  hardships  and  exercised  much 
>elf-denial.  but  was  always  confident  that  the  futiue 
had  in  store  suf  ;'SS  for  those  who  strived  for  it. 
His  faith  was  well  foumled.  for  he  has  been  success- 
ful, .and  no  man  in  the  conunnuity  enjoys  more  of 
the  respect  and  confidence  i.if  the  coujunuiit}"  than 
tiie  worthy  subject  of  this  sketcii. 

•5— — ^>i^-5^^->«5«f-. * 

J]  UGH  McKEE,  retired  farmer  and  ai-esident 
of  Fairbury,  came  to  Illinois  thirty-five 
years  ago,  locating  first  in  Putnam  Countv, 
HjSJl  "here  he  spent  one  j'ear,  and  tlien  coming 
to  this  county,  entered  200  acres  of  land  from  the 
Government,  and  which  is  still  in  his  possession. 
~.«^ 
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Although  carrying  on  general  agriculture,  he  has 
ili<tiuguishecl  himself  as  a  successful  breeder  of 
Shurt-horu  cattle  and  Foland-C'hina  hogs,  and  lias 
exhibited  some  of  the  finest  animals  ever  raised  in 
this  county.  He  has  been  prominent  in  local  af- 
fairs, serving  as  School  Trustee  thirteen  years,  Road 
Commissioner  two  terms,  and  in  1855  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  receiving  his  commission  from 
Gov.  Matteson.  While  holding  this  position  he 
officiated  at  the  marriage  of  four  couples,  one  of 
these  being  .John  D.arnell,  son  of  a  Baptist  minister. 
Politically,  be  is  a  straight  Democrat,  and  has  been 
identified  with  the  Bai)tist  Church  over  thirty  years, 
and  officiated  as  Deacon  and  Trustee.  It  will  thus 
be  seen  that  Mr.  McKee  has  been  no  unimportant 
factor  in  the  affairs  of  Indian  Grove  'i'ownship. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  and  was  born  March  8,  1823.  He  is  of  Irish 
l)arentage  and  the  son  of  Henry  McKee.  The  fa- 
ther followed  farming  pursuits,  and  is  still  living  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  born  in  1  7!)2,  and  is  con- 
sequently nearlj^  ninety-five  3'ears  of  age.  The  pa- 
rental household  included  nine  children,  namely: 
Mary  A.,  William;  Hugh,  our  subject;  Diana,  Lou- 
isa, Sarah,  Finley,  Henry  and  Margaret.  Sarah 
an<l  Margaret  are  still  unmarried  and  living  with 
their  father.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our 
subject  came  from  the  North  of  Ireland  in  time  for 
grandfather  .John  McKee  to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  during  the  later  trouble 
in  181 2.  Subsequently  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  spent  his  last  days.  The  maternal  grand- 
father. Isaac  Linn,  served  as  a  Captain  in  the  War 
of  1812  under  the  immediate  comnKuid  of  Gen. 
Harrison. 

Mr.  McKee  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  his 
native  State,  and  after  reaching  his  twenty-third 
year  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jemima 
Linn,  on  the  2(;th  of  .March,  1  «4<i.  Mrs.  McKee  was 
born  in  Fayette  Count}',  P.i..  .liinc  1  I,  1  .Sl',;,  and 
by  her  iniion  with  nur  tjubjcit  liecaiiie  the  ninthci' 
of  ^even  children :  Their  eJiicst  born  cIIimI  in  in- 
fancy: William  H.  grew  U>  man's  e>tate,  and  was 
killed  by  the  fall  of  a  ti-ee  when  twenty-flve  years 
of  age:  Andrew  Iv.  married  Miss  Flora  Crouch, 
.'iiid  is  a  farmer:  Henrietta  K.  M..  ilic  wife  of  Will- 
iam J.  Fowler,  is  living    in    Nebraska;    James   A. 


died  soon  after  his  birth;  Antoinette  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year  and  two  days;  Olive  \.  K.,  the 
youngest,  is  unmarried  and  remains  with  her 
parents. 

Mrs.  McKee  is  the  daughter  of  Andrew  an<l  Ra- 
chel (Fry)  Linn,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
they  followed  farming  and  spent  their  entire  lives. 
Andrew  Linn  was  born  in  1797,  and  departed  this 
life  in  1881,  being  eighty-four  years  of  age.  The 
mother  was  born  in  June,  1803,  and  died  in  1883. 
at  the  age  of  eighty  3'ears.  Thej'  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  JIcKee  Avas  the 
eldest.  James  T.  was  married,  and  died  during  his 
service  in  the  armj'  as  a  member  of  the  85th  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry;  Isaac  C. ;  John  W.  also  served 
in  the  Union  army  four  years;  Martha:  Caleli  F. 
lost  his  life  in  the  army;  Mary  S. :  Courtland  S., 
and  Isaac,  the  j'oungest,  who  died  when  eleA'cn 
months  old.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
McKee  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in 
which  he  labored  faithfully  for  a  [)eri(id  of  forty 
years,  during  this  time  occupying  one  puli>it. 
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^^g^  (iUIRE  F.  CARPENTER,  the  father  of 
^^^  Charles  Wheaton  Carpenter,  the  well-known 
lll/\j|  dealer  in  live  stock  and  co.al  at  the  city  of 
Odell,  was  born  in  Luzerne  Count}-,  Pa., 
June  15, 1815,  and  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  ten 
children,  the  offspring  of  Amos  and  Cynthia  (Frank- 
lin) Carpenter,  natives  respectively  of  Connecticut 
and  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Carpenter  was  reared  to 
the  various  employments  of  farm  life,  and  received 
but  a  limited  education.  He  spent  most  of  his  life 
in  his  native  countj',  where  bis  death  took  place 
Oct.  29,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixt3'-eight  years. 

Mr.  Carpenter  began  farming  for  himself  when 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  on  the  Kith  of  Febru- 
ary, 1837,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ma- 
tilda (hanipliii,  wIlo  was  the  eldest  of  four  children 
horn  to  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Clark)  Champlin. 
She  began  life  June  li,  lsi;>.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Rhode  Isl.-ind,  and  her  father  descended 
from  M  long  line  of  pc-opU-  who  had  liecn  uniformity 
engaged  in  agricultural   pursuits,     .Airs.   Carpenter 
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departed  this  life  a  few  months  previous  to  the 
death  of  her  husband,  passing  away  Deo.  30,  18R-2. 
The  remains  of  both  were  hiid  to  re>t  in  ^^'averly 
Cemetery,  near  the  oid  homestead,  whicli  is  still  in 
possession  of  their  debcendants. 

The  famih-  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  included 
eight  children,  seven  now  living.  They  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Charles  Wheaton  was  born  Dec. 
11,  1837;  Mary  Cordelia,  Sept.  28,  1839;  James 
Clark,  Jan.  30,  1842:  Christopher  Champlin,  Aug. 
10,  1843;  Willet  Manuel,  Jan.  3,  1848;  Isaac  Mon- 
roe was  born  June  (5,  1849,  and  died  Feb.  8.  1852: 
Cyrus  Benjamin  was  born  Sept.  3,  1852,  and  Amos 
Franklin,  Sept.  12,  1853.  Three  are  married  and 
settled  in  comfortable  homes,  living  mostly  in  Odell 
and  vicinity,  and  represent  the  intelligent  and  re- 
spectable element  of  society.  Of  Charles,  the  eldest, 
a  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
They  received  careful  training  under  the  home 
roof,  and  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  politically, 
although  he  meddled  little  with  public  affairs,  pre- 
ferring the  quiet  retreat  of  his  home  and  family, 
and  devoting  his  attention  mainly  to  the  labors  and 
duties  of  his  homestead.  Buth  he  and  his  excellent 
wife  identified  themselves  with  the  Baptist  Church 
early  in  life. 


<J1  jlARREN  WEBSTER,  one  of  the  most  wor- 
\jjJlJ  thy  and  intelligent  members  of  the  farm- 
V^^  iug  communitj'  of  Broughton  Township,  is 
a  fine  illustration  of  the  self-made  man,  who  com- 
menced life  without  other  capital  than  his  strong- 
hands  and  resolute  will,  and  has  built  up  a  good 
homestead  from  a  tract  of  land  of  which  he  took 
possession  when  it  was  little  removed  from  its  prim- 
itive condition.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
count}'  for  a  pei-iod  of  over  thirty  j'ears,  and  num- 
bers scores  of  friends  among  its  intelligent  and 
most  highly  respected  people.  He  followed  gen- 
eral farming  the  first  two  3'ears,  but  latterly  has 
given  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  unqualified  success.  He  has 
been  particularly  active  in  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  schools,  ami  has  served  as  Director 


in  his  township  f(ir  a  number  iif  years.  Ills  pre- 
cejits  have  closely  Ikh-u  fnlldwi-d  liy  practice  in  his 
owr,  family,  as  he  has  given  his  children  the  best 
advantages  which  his  means  would  afford,  and  fitted 
them  to  take  their  station  in  life  as  usefid  and  in- 
telligent members  of  society. 

Our  suliject  was  Ixirn  in  Little  N'allev,  Tuscara- 
was Co.,  X.  Y.,  Jan.  IS,  1  ,S34,  and  is  the  son  of 
Warren  and  Eveline  (Ewell)  Webster,  of  New  En- 
gland ancestry,  the  father  a  native  of  Coiniecticut 
and  the  mother  of  Massachusetts.  Thev  removed 
to  New  York  State  after  their  marriage,  where  the 
death  of  both  occurred  when  about  forty  and  thirty- 
five  years  of  age  respectively. 

Mr.  Webster  spent  his  early  years  at  his  father's 
homestead  in  Tuscarawas  Comity,  in  the  meantime 
receiving  a  common-school  education  and  becom- 
ing familiar  with  farm  life.  He  started  out  for 
himself  when  a  3'outh  of  nineteen  years,  and  com- 
ing to  Seneca  County,  this  State,  wa;;  engaged  two 
years  thereafter  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  then  mi- 
grated as  far  east  as  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  the  vicinity 
of  which  town  he  worked  probably  five  years,  and 
there  met  his  fate  in  the  person  of  Miss  Phrebe 
Knapp,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  Itith  of 
October,  1855.  The  young  people  a  few  weeks 
later  came  to  Kendall  County,  where  they  remained 
a  year,  and  Mr.  Webster  then  purchased  the  IGO 
acres  of  land  in  Broughton  Township,  this  county, 
to  which  he  soon  removed  and  where  they  have 
since  remained.  They  were  not  exempt  from  the 
early  struggles  of  life  in  a  new  settlement,  but  in 
looking  around  upon  their  comfortable  home  with 
its  modern  buildings  and  other  embellishments,  feel 
well  repaid  for  their  toil  and  sacrifice. 

The  household  of  our  subject  and  his  excellent 
lady  in  due  time  included  six  children :  Chloe  En- 
dora  was  born  July  5,  1866.  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Michael  Knhn,  a  prosperous  f.armer  of  Henry 
County,  this  State;  Charles  Emmet  was  born  Dec. 

16,  1867,  and  is  now  living  at  home:  Herman  Alva 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1869;  ^Varren  Alonzo,  Aug.  21, 
1870;  Geneva,  June   19,   1874;  Delbert  Eli,  Aug. 

17,  1880.  Mr.  Webster  has  two  brothers  and  four 
sisters  living:  Austin  is  a  resident  of  Kansas;  Levi 
is  farming  in  Dwight  Township,  this  county:  Ap- 
phia  is  the  widow  of   Matthew  Cox  and   resides   at 
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Seneca,  111. ;  Julia  is  married  and  a  resident  of  low.i ; 
Anise.  Jlrs.  Eben  Neff,  lives  at  Newark,  III;  Eve- 
line is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Brouohton,  of  Indiana. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  was  boin  Dee.  19,  1828, 
near  Norwalk,  Ohio,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities 
in  the  Uuckeye  State.  Her  |)areuts  were  Ethan 
and  Hannah  (Suiitli)  Knapp,  natives  of  New  York 
St-ate.  where  they  were  reared  and  mnrried,  and 
whence  they  soon  afterward  removed  to  Ohio,  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Mrs.  Web- 
ster has  two  sisters  and  one  brother  livini>,  namely  : 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  Lewis  Wilbur,  of  Wood 
County.  Ohio:  Charles,  and  Julin.  :\lv>.  Herman 
Terwilliger,  who  reside  near  Norwalk. 

•^  R.  CHAINCEY  B.  OSTRANDER,  of 
Fairbury,  has  operated  as  a  successful 
:fiA}y^  practitioner  in  this  section  for  a  period  of 
thirt}' -seven  and  a  half  j'ears.  He  is  a  grail- 
nate  of  the  iledioal  College  at  Fairfield,  Herkimer 
Co..  N.  Y.,  receiving  his  diploma  in  1836.  He  is  of 
German  birth  and  parentage,  his  native  place  being 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  Germany,  where  he  was 
born  Oct.  31,  1818.  His  parents,  Tobi.as  and  Rox- 
ana  (Fisher)  Ostrander,  when  their  son  was  a  child 
five  vears  of  age,  immigrated  to  America  and  settled 
at  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y'.,  where  they  remained  the 
few  years  which  they  were  permitted  to  live.  The 
mother  died  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  and  the 
father  eight  days  later  of  smallpox.  Our  subject 
at  the  same  time  had  the  varioloid.  Four  children 
were  thus  orphaned,  and  our  sultject  was  eared  for 
by  Troy  Conference  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Reuben  upon  reaching  inanliood  married  Miss 
.Martha  McLauth,  a  native  of  his  own  country,  and 
located  in  Farmington,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y. ;  Matilda 
became  the  wife  of  Dwight  Donelson,  of  (^hio,  and 
died  in  Painesville,  Oiiio,  Aug.  20,  1880;  Olive 
married  Dr.  Suiiiner  Taylor,  wlio  died  in  St.  Jo- 
seph County,  Mich.,  in  September.  isTd. 

Our  suliject  was  the  youngest  mendjcr  of  the 
family,  an<i  after  completing  ids  primary  studies  at 
tlie  common  schools,  commenced  leading  medicine 
under  the  instruction  of   Dr.    Daniel  Chapman,  an 


eminent  physician  of  Lj'ons,  N.  X.  He  remained 
with  him  three  years  and  nine  monlh.s,  and  after 
graduating  immediately  stiirted  West,  i\\\y  G,  1836. 
On  arriving  in  Chicago  he  was  the  possessor  of  one 
pair  of  hose  and  one  shirt  extra.  He  started  on  foot 
but  soon  fell  in  with  a  benevolent  family  who  were 
migrating  westward ,  and  made  arrangements  to  take 
passage  in  their  wagons  across  large  streams  of 
water.  He  left  them  in  Michigan  and  proceeded 
to  the  city  t)f  Cliicago.  There  he  entered  at  once 
upon  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1837,  received  an  appointment  as  As- 
sistant Surgeon  in  the  2d  Infantry,  Lfnited  States 
.army,  and  joined  the  regiment  at  Florida  on  the 
10th  of  December  following.  Thej'  were  stationnd 
at  a  point  near  Tampa  Ba3%  and  soon  afterward  Dr. 
Ostrander  accidentally  received  a  compound  frac- 
ture of  the  wrist,  on  account  of  which  he  was  unfit 
for  duty  for  four  months.  He  remained  in  that 
section  of  country  until  1841,  and  then  embarked 
on  the  frigate  "Brandywine"  for  New  York  City. 
In  September  following  he  started  for  the  West 
.igain,  first  locating  in  Chicago,  where  he  commenced 
practice  and  continued  a  resident  nine  j-ears.  Upon 
leaving  there  he  started  for  this  county,  and  on  the 
7th  of  July,  1850,  at  1  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  en- 
tered the  limits  of  Pontiac.  He  opened  an  ofHce 
and  commenced  the  career  which  has  subsequently 
been  marked  ^ith  entire  success.  He  has  had  2,605 
cases  of  obstetrics  and  has  never  lost  a  single  case, 
forty -four  pairs  of  twins  and  four  sets  of  triplets. 

Besides  his  handsome  residence  in  town  and  other 
valuable  property.  Dr.  Ostrander  has  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  Avoca  Township,  and  the  lots  No. 
237  and  231)  on  Lake  street  in  Chicago  and  two 
lots  in  Pullman,  besides  tovvn  property  in  Bellmont, 
Kla.,  and  sixty  acres  near  the  limits  of  Brunson, 
that  State. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  (Ostrander  and  Jliss  Jane  E. 
Holland  was  celebrated  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  June 
14,  1846,  Rev.  William  M.  D.  Ryan  officiating. 
Mr>.  Ostrander  is  a  native  of  Geauga  County,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  Jan.  9,  1826.  Her  parents  were 
Stephen  and  Elizabeth.  They  died  early  in  life, 
and  little  Jane  was  placed  in  the  family  of  a  niin- 
i.ster  of  the  old-school  Presbj-teri.an  Church,  Orange 
jjyman,   by   whom  she  w.as    reared    and    educated. 
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The  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Ostrander  have  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  have  given  parental  care  to  eight 
little  ones,  whom  they  reared  and  educated  as  their 
own,  and  who  have  now  become  worthy  members 
of  societ}'.  Dr.  Ostrander  and  his  estimable  lady 
are  prominently  connected  with  the  Pres))yterian 
Church  and  our  subject,  politically,  is  a  decided 
Republican,  and  a  Prohibitionist,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  he  east  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Andrew  Jackson. 

The  deep  benevolence  which  is  a  marked  cliar- 
.acteristic  of  Dr.  Ostrander  is  illustrated  by  the  fol- 
lowing- incident.  In  1850,  and  on  the  daj^  follow- 
ing his  entrance  into  Fairbury,  he  found  a  fugitive 
slave  chained  to  the  floor  of  a  second-story  building 
and  who  was  to  be  returned  to  his  master  in  A'ir- 
ginia.  The  Doctor  was  also  a  stanch  Abolitionist, 
and  determined  to  rescue  the  unfortunate.  His 
first  business  was  to  procuri;  a  conveyance,  for 
which  he  was  obliged  to  travel  six  miles,  and  also 
to  procure  a  chisel,  crow-bar  and  sledge.  With 
these  he  cut  the  shackles  from  the  negro,  and  sent 
him  to  Chicago,  a  distance  of  ninety  miles,  landing- 
there  at  4  P.  M.  the  following  day,  and  delivering 
him  to  Dr.  C.  V.  Dyer,  who  was  connected  with  the 
underground  railroad  and  the  other  means  of  free- 
ing the  oppressed.  The  victim  was  placed  on  the 
steamer  "Illinois,"  commanded  by  Capt.  Blake,  and 
landed  at  Maiden,  Canada.  For  this  service  they 
paid  the  Captain  well,  and  also  gave  the  fugitive 
$10  in  money. 


ETEll  GOOD,  one  of  the  most  substantial 
farmers  of  the  northern  part  of  Livingston 
County,  is  the  scion  of  an  excellent  old 
Pennsylvania  family  of  German  descent, 
whose  first  representatives  in  this  country  settled  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  their  descendents 
have  lived  for  many  generations.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  Mr.  Good  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  serving  the  entire  seven  3'ears, 
distinguishing  himself  as  a  most  disinterested  pat- 
riot, and  receiving  the  high  approval  of  his  sniierior 
officers. 

The    father  of  our   subject,    Davivl    Good.    wa> 
born  in  Lancaster   County,   Pa.,  and  in  his  youth 


learned  the  weaver's  trade,  which  he  followed  several 
years.  He  married  a  lady  of  his  own  county,  Miss 
Barbara  Zeigler,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
five  childi'en,  all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  and 
were  named  respectively :  Isaac,  Benjamin,  Peter, 
Solomon  and  Mary  Ann.  The  i)arents  spent  the 
latter  years  of  their  lives  upon  a  farm  in  Lancaster 
County,  where  the  father  died  when  seventy-two 
years  of  age.  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
fiirmed  Church,  and  a  man  of  uiuch  prominence 
and  personal  worth. 

Our  subject  was  born  at  the  homestead  in  Lan- 
caster County,  in  the  spring  of  1825,  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  learned  the  weaver's 
trade  of  his  fathei-.  He  possessed  much  mechani- 
cal genius,  and  became  familiar  with  millwrighting, 
which  he  adojited  as  his  vocation  in  preference  to 
weaving,  and  followed  nine  years.  He  continued 
under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty-six  years  of 
age  and  was  then  married  to  Miss  Annie,  daughter 
of  William  and  Rebecca  (Hoster)  Conrad,  formerly- 
of  Berks,  but  at  that  time  residents  of  Lancaster 
County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Good  commenced  life  together  in 
Lancaster  County,  where  they  remained  seven 
years,  and  in  1858,  gathering  together  their  house- 
hold effects,  came  with  their  family  to  Illinois. 
They  located  first  near  Naperville,  DuPage  County, 
whence  two  years  later  they  removed  to  Kankakee 
County,  where  Mr.  Good  rented  a  tract  of  land 
and  carried  on  farming  four  years.  In  186G  he 
came  to  Dwight  Township,,  this  county,  where  he 
farmed  on  rented  land  three  years,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1869  removed  to  his  present  residence.  This 
farm  which  contains  240  acres  had  been  but  indif- 
ferently cultivated  and  improved,  and  Mr.  Good 
has  since  expended  much  time  and  monej-  in  order 
to  bring  it  to  its  present  condition.  He  has  availed 
himself  of  modern  methods  of  .agriculture  and  the 
most  approved  machinerj',  and  the  result  is  a  coun- 
try homestead  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  His 
days  of  exhausting  labor  are  now  passed,  and  he  is 
in  such  condition  that  he  can  take  life  easier  and 
rest  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  early  in- 
dustry. He  has  around  him  a  pleasant  family,  .and 
the  large  circle  of  acquaintances  whom  he  has 
natlieied   about   him    during  his  long  residence  in 
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this  soi'tiiin  li.-ivo  given  hiin  an  unstinted  measure 
of  their  contirlenoe  and  esteem.  Sinee  beeoming  a 
voter  he  has  alHliated  with  the  Kei)ul)lican  part}', 
•ind  with  his  excellent  wife,  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Ev.ingelical  Church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Good  there  were  Ikhii  nine 
children,  four  in  I'eunsylvania  and  live  in  Illinois. 
These  were  named  respeetivel}' :  Elizabeth,  Aaron, 
.Solomon,  llenrv,  Emma.  Barbara,  Rebecca,  Alice 
and  Lettie  M:  Barbara  died  in  infancj\  Their 
eldest  son.  Aaron,  was  inclined  to  study,  ami  they 
gave  him  the  advantages  of  a  good  edncation.  Af- 
ter completing  his  primary  course  h(>  toc>k  a  course  in 
the  Normal  sciiool  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  and  in  the 
Northwestern  College  at  Naperville.  He  is  now  a 
minister  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  Alice  and 
Aaron  are  unmarried  and  make  their  home  with 
their  parents;  Rebecca  died  at  the  home  of  her  par- 
ents when  twenty-two  j'ears  of  age,  and  Lettie  was 
called  from  the  household  circle  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen. 

AML'EL  I).  WEBSTER,  of  Chatsworth.  and 
riven  in  connection  with 
conspicuous  among  the  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Livingston  County.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  and  was  born  in  the  northeastern  portion  of 
IJutchess  County.  Seiit.  S,  l.sil.  His  ancestors 
were  numbered  anmng  the  earliest  settlers  of  New 
England. 

Daniel  Webster,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
l)i>rn  in  Litchfield,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he 
spent  his  childhood  and  youth,  and  when  a  young 
man  migrated  to  Dutchess  Count}",  N.  Y.,  where,  in 
line  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Je- 
rusha  Goodrich.  Tliis  lady  was  a  native  of  Dutchess 
County,  where  she  and  her  husband  remained, 
locating  upon  a  farm,  and  establishing  a  permanent 
homestead  which  tliey  occupied  the  balance  of  theij- 
lives.  The  mother  died  soon  after  the  birth  <if 
Samuel  D.,  our  subject,  in  .Tunc,  ISli',  wliilc  the 
father  preceded  her  a  few  hiiui>  unl\,  botli  licing 
vielitns  of  an  epidemic  fever  whicli  swejit  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  .selected  for  its  victims  some  of 
the  best  citizens:  they  wcic  1)uiieil  M])on  tlie  same 
day.      'J'lie  six  children  Ihu-.  Icfl  oi|ihans  were  :    An- 
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jaiK'tte,  who  maiTied  Hiram  Martin,  and  ilied  in 
IManchester,  Mich.;  Benjamin,  Edward  and  Daniel, 
who  only  lived  to  middle  .age,  and  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  their  native  county,  where  their  remains 
were  laid  to  rest;  John  M.,  who  died  in  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y..and  Samuel  D.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  our  subject  is  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  the  family. 

Mr.  Webster  thus  early  in  life  deprived  of  his 
natural  protectors,  was  taken  in  ch.arge  by  his  ma- 
ternal grandmother,  who  reared  him  with  pious  care 
and  gave  him  .as  good  an  edncation  as  her  means 
(jerinitted.  He  attended  the  common  school  until 
sixteen  years  old,  and  afterward  spent  a  short  time 
in  the  academy  at  Sharon,  Conn.  Subsequently  he 
commenced  teaching,  in  the  meantime  employing 
his  leisure  hours  with  his  books,  and  finally  entered 
the  High  School  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
finishing  touches  were  given  to  his  literary  and  busi- 
ness education.  Upon  attaining  his  majority  he 
received  his  portion  of  his  father's  estate,  and  com- 
menced dealing-  in  land.  In  1835  he  migrated 
West,  and  became  the  owner  of  many  thousand  acres 
in  the  State  of  Michigan.  The  close  times  of  1837. 
which  had  their  effect  upon  so  many  business  mer, 
induced  Mr.  Webster  to  dispose  of  his  Michigan 
land,  and  he  then  returned  to  his  native  State, 
About  this  time  the  New  York  &  Erie  Railroad  was 
in  process  of  construction,  and  he  became  a  heavy 
contr.actor.  The  company  failed,  however,  and  our 
subject  thereby  lost  heavily.  His  next  venture  was 
at  milling  in  Monroe  County,  and  in  1859,  once 
more  setting  his  face  westward,  he  landed  in  this 
State.  Stopping  at  a  point  near  Chicago,  he  en- 
g.aged  extensively  in  the  manufacture  of  pressed 
brick,  which  also  proved  a  losing  enterprise. 

In  18G1,  with  his  fortune  nearly  gone,  JNIr.  ^Veb- 
ster  repaired  to  Annawan,  Henry  County,  where  he 
set  about  repairing  his  losses,  and  locating  upon  a 
tiact  of  land,  engaged  for  a  period  of  several  years 
in  stock-raising.  His  efforts  were  now  crowned 
with  success,  and  a  removal  to  Chatsworth  appear- 
ing advisable  in  a  business  point  of  view,  he  ac- 
ccirdingly  took  up  his  abode  within  the  town,  where 
he  has  continued  operating  in  stock,  and  subse- 
quently adding  grain  and  real  estate.  He  has  also 
kepi,  watch  nf  tlie   delinquent's  tax-list,  and  by  the 
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purchase  of  titles  has  still  further  ndded  to  his  re- 
sources. For  the  past  three  years,  however,  Mr. 
Webster  has  been  quite  au  invalid,  only  beinji'  able 
to  move  about  in  a  rolling  chair.  Tlis active  mind, 
however,  remains  unimpaired,  and  he  can  still  give 
his  attention  to  the  investment  of  his  funds. 

Mr.  Webster  ha,s  been  twice  marricil.  His  first 
wife  was  formerly  Miss  Louisa  Clai'k,  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  died  eighteen  months  after  her 
wedding,  leaving  one  child,  D.  Franklin,  who  fol- 
lowed the  mother  six  j'ears  later.  The  present  wife 
of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married  Feb.  3, 
1848,  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Elizabeth  Lewis,  a 
native  of  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  born  in  1827. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  .i 
daughter,  who  died  at  the  interesting  age  of  twelve 
years.  Mrs.  Webster,  a  lady  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  by  her  neighbors  and  acquaintances,  gives  to 
her  invalid  husband  all  possible  care  and  attention, 
and  has  proved  his  closest  friend  and  counselor. 

Mr.  Webster  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
John  Qnincjf  Adams,  and  supported  the  old  Whig 
party  until  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Republicans, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a  stanch  adherent  of 
the  latter  partj'.  AVhile  a  resident  of  New  York 
State,  he  frequently  discharged  the  duties  of  the 
local  offices  to  which  he  was  from  time  to  time 
elected,  and  has  always  kept  himself  thoroughly  in- 
formed upon  matters  of  general  interest.  He  was 
in  Western  New  York  during  the  excitement  con- 
nected with  the  reputed  abduction  of  Morgan  by 
tlie  Masons,  and  became  strongly  prejudiced  against 
secret  societies,  to  which  he  has  sturdily  opposed 
himself  since  that  time.  His  whole  career  has  been 
illustrative  of  courage  and  perseverance,  which 
seem  to  have  largely  constituted  the  inborn  ele- 
ments of  his  character,  and  which  have  served  him 
so  well  in  time  of  need. 


<^  )^  P.  GOEMBEL,  a  well-to-do  resident  of 
and  numbered  among  its 
jbly  esteemed  citizens,  was  born 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  what  was  for- 
merly Hesse-Cassel,  German}^  Feb.  20,  183;^,  and 
there  spent  the  early  j'ears   of  his  life.      He  is  the 
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son  of  Philliii  and  Caroline  Eliza  (Stober)  Goem- 
ble,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  cari'ied  on  a  damask  manufactory  for  a 
period  of  thirty  years,  and  then  immigrated  t(j 
America  in  1851.  He  at  once  sought  the  West, 
and  located  in  Tazewell  County,  111.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  five  years.  He  subsequently 
came  to  this  county,  locating  in  the  extreme  south- 
eastern portion,  which  was  then  familiarly  known 
as  Oliver's  Grove  but  is  now  Germanville  Town- 
ship. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  remained  in  the 
above-named  township  until  the  death  of  the 
father,  which  took  place  in  1875.  He  had  secured 
a  comfortable  property  and  spent  his  declining  years 
retired  from  active  laboi'.  There  were  but  two 
children  in  the  family;  our  subject  was  the  elder, 
and  his  sister,  Caroline,  became  the  wife  of  Nich- 
olas Froebe,  who  was  then  engaged  in  farming  in 
Germanville  Township,  but  is  now  retired  from  act- 
ive business  and  lives  in  Chatsworth.  The  mother 
had  passed  away  previous  to  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, in  1872. 

Mr.  Goemble  remained  with  his  parents  until 
about  twenty -three  jears  of  age,  and  then  began 
farming  for  himself  in  Tazewell  County.  He 
came  to  this  county  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  re- 
mained in  Germanville  Township  until  1882,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  at  Strawn,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  as  a  dealer  in  lumber,  coal  and 
grain,  and  is  the  only  gentleman  representing  this 
business  in  the  town.  He  still  owns  his  farming  in- 
terests in  Germanville  Township.  He  consequently 
has  all  that  he  can  conveniently  attend  to,  and  con- 
ducts his  trade  in  such  a  manner  that  he  receives 
the  patronage  of  the  best  people  of  his  locality. 
He  is  quite  prominently  identified  with  local  affairs 
and  has  lieen  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  since 
1881. 

The  lady  who  has  presided  over  the  household 
of  our  subject  for  nearly  twenty-five  years  was 
formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Shroen,  and  became  his 
wife  Dec.  13,  18(i3.  She  is  a  native  of  the  same 
Province  as  her  husband,  and  was  born  in  1844  on 
the  farm  of  her  father,  who  carried  on  agriculture 
in  a  modest  waj'  and  spent  his  entire  life  on  his  na- 
tive soil,  his  death  taking  place  about  1852.     The 
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mother  is  ?tiil  living,  aiul  resides  in  Chntswoith 
Township.  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  O.  arc  the  parents  of 
ten  children.  Their  eldest  daughter,  Catherine 
Elizabeth,  married  Nelson  Kiner,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  LaSalle  County.  MoUie  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  M.  Curyea.  who  lia-  a  farm  not  far  from 
the  village  limils.  The  younger  children,  at  home 
with  their  parents,  are  IMaggie,  John,  Charles, 
Mary,  AVilliam,  Paulina,  Mena  and  Stella.  Mr. 
Goembel  is  a  member  of  Sildey  Lodge,  A.  F.  it 
A.  M.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Commandery  at 
Fairbury.  Among  the  portraits  of  leading  men.  of 
the  county  given  in  this  volume  may  be  found 
that  of  Mr.  Goembel. 


/OSEPH  K.  OSTRANDEK  is  the  proprietor 
I  of  the  hirgest  general  merchandise  establish- 
I  ment  in  McDowell,  Avoca  Township.  The 
((^/'  room  in  which  he  conducts  his  business  is 
tlie  fir?t  floor  of  a  building  00x24  feet,  and  he  car- 
ries a  general  line  of  merchandise  such  as  is  usuallj' 
found  in  a  store  kejit  by  a  man  who  seeks  to  supply 
all  the  wants  of  the  community  which  surrounds 
liim.  Mr.  Ostrander  became  the  proprietor  of  this 
establishment  in  1885,  and  has  conducted  the  busi- 
ness ever  since.  There  is  continuall}'  invested  in 
the  stock  about  §2.500,  and  the  sales  annually 
amount  to  about  $8,000.  In  187(1  he  engaged  in 
grain-deahng  at  McDowell  Station,  and  has  pursued 
the  business  ever  since,  .^hipping  annuall}'  50,000 
l)u.-hels  and  upward  of  the  various  grains  produced 
in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Joseph  K.  Ostrander  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
being  born  in  the  citj'  of  Pliiladelphia  on  the  13th 
of  March,  1847.  He  received  a  fair  common-school 
education,  which  he  has  materially  improved  liy 
study  .-ind  constant  reading  since  grown  to  m.iii- 
liood.  Mr.  Ostrander  was  married,  in  Decenilici-. 
1878,  to  Miss  Ophelia  Foster,  daughter  (.f  R.  1!. 
Foster,  of  Avoca  'I'ownship.  'I'o  them  liave  been 
born  three  cliildren — Harry  M..  Elbert  R.  and  Roy. 
Mr.  Ostrander  lias  met  with  considerable  success  in 
his  various  business  entei-prises.  in  all  <jf  wliicli  lie 
displays  good  judgment  as  well  as  pi-oper  eon>ervn- 


tism.  Aside  from  business  affairs  he  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Avoca  Township,  and  takes  an 
interest  in  all  matters  which  concern  the  people. 
In  the  matter  of  office-holding  he  has  served  as 
Treasurer  of  Avoca  Township  schools  four  years, 
and  as  Township  Clerk  one  term,  while  he  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
In  l.s(')4  Mr.  Ostrander  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army,  serving  in  Company  F,  138th  Illinois 
Infantry,  as  private.  The  duties  of  this  regiment 
lay  UKistly  in  Kansas  and  Jlissouri,  and  consisted 
of  garrison  and  outpost  dut^y.  After  serving  from 
May  until  October,  1864,  he  received  his  honorable 
discharge. 

In  business  circles  people  do  not  misunderstand 
Mr.  Ostrander,  for  they  know  that  whatever  he  en- 
gages to  do  he  will  perform,  and  as  the  saying  goes 
"  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bt)nd."  He  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  all  the  people  with  whom  he  has  busi- 
ness relations,  and  in  the  ofHces  of  public  trust 
which  have  been  confided  to  him  he  has  shown 
much  ability'  and  given  great  satisfaction  to  the 
people.  He  is  a  man  of  whom  an}'  connnunity  maj' 
justly  be  proud. 


"/AMES  A.  HUNTER,  the  ex-Sheriff  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  who  has  retired  from  active 
business  life  and  is  residing  in  Odell,  was 
born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  on  the  1st  of 
November,  1831,  and  is  the  youngest  of  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  John  and  Jane  (Mortimore)  Hunter, 
who  were  natives  of  "Westmoreland  Count}-,  Pa. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  David  and  Jane 
(Galloway)  Hunter,  who  were  natives  of  Weslmore- 
l.iuil  County,  and  originally  of  Protestant-Irish  de- 
scent ;  the  maternal  grandparents  were  Jonathan 
and  Mary  (Gray)  Mortimore,  the  former  of  Scotch 
descent.  Mary  Gray,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
was  captured  by  the  Delaware  Indians,  while  her 
p;uents  were  attending  to  the  evening  duties  of  the 
farm.  The  p.arents  were  both  killed  and  the  little 
girl  carried  into  captivity,  where  she  remained  in 
tlie  family  of  the  chief  for  three  j-ears,  and  then  es- 
caped and  returned  to  her  friends.    She  was  treated 
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witli  the  utmost  courtesy  all  the  time,  but  cou- 
stantl}'  guarded  as  a  prisoner.  She  afterward  mar- 
ried Jonathan  Moitimore,  who  was  a  miller  by 
trade,  and  built  the  first  gristmill  in  that  part  of 
the  country. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Hunter  was  a  farmer  b3-  occu- 
pation, and  spent  his  life  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was.  wounded  at 
a  drill  exercise,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  was 
afterv.ard  disabled  and  discharged  from  the  service. 
His  death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Lawrence 
Countjs  Va.,  in  1854.  Mr.  Hunter  attended  the 
common  schools  when  a  boy,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith. 
He  followed  this  occupation  in  the  neighborhood  of 
his  home  for  some  time  after  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship. 

On  the  2d  of  November,  1S54,  JNIr.  Hunter  mar- 
ried Miss  .Jane  Struthers,  who  was  born  in  Mercer 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1834,  and  was 
the  daugiiter  of  John  and  Carrie  (Duff)  Struthers. 
She  was  the  mother  of  four  children:  Edwin  A., 
who  was  born  Nov.  5,  1857;  Alexander  Lawrence, 
]\Iarch  1,  1860,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Alex- 
ander L.  died  July  31,  1864,  and  the  blow  fell  so 
heavily  on  tlie  mother  that  she  never  recovered 
from  the  shock,  and  dying,  left  Mr.  Hunter  with 
onlj'  his  little  boy  to  cheer  him. 

In  1862,  on  the  2d  of  August,  the  subject  of  this 
biography  enlisted  in  Company-  H,  134th  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  beginning  service  as  Second  Ser- 
geant, but  was  soon  promoted  to  Orderly'  Sei'geant, 
and  then  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  by  An- 
drew G.  Curtin,  War  Governor  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  muster  into  service  occurred  at  Harrisburg  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1862,  and  his  rapid  promotion 
placed  him  in  the  position  of  Second  Lieutenant  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1863.  His  first  active  service 
was  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  following 
in  succession  were  the  battles  of  Shepherdstown, 
under  Col.  Ed.  O'Brien,  5th  Arnij'  Corps:  Fred- 
ericksbnrg;  Antietam,  under  Hooker,  where  he  was 
wounded  while  in  command  of  his  company  by  the 
bursting  of  a  shell,  a  piece  of  which  struck  him  in 
the  left  breast,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  was 
disabled  for  active  duty.  Later  he  again  took 
command  of  the  compnnj',  and  was  soon  afterward 


discharged,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1863,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  home.  Then  he  went  into  the  oil 
fields  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  for  a 
time,  but  not  wishing  to  again  settle  among  the 
scenes  of  his  sorrows,  he  turned  to  Illinois  and  lo- 
cated first  at  Morris,  where  he  engaged  in  the  con- 
fectionery business. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1866,  Mr.  Hunter  mar- 
ried Mrs.  Rhoda  (Galloway)  Shields,  the  seventh 
in  a  family  of  twelve  children  born  to  George  and 
Angeline  (McFarland)  Gallowa^',  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  father  makes  his  home  with  his 
daughter,  and  is  now  in  his  eight3'-ninth  year,  hav- 
ing been  born  on  the  25th  of  October,  1798;  he  is 
hale  and  hearty,  with  a  clear  and  active  mind.  Mr. 
Hunter  moved  to  Odell,  where  he  bought  grounds 
upon  which  he  built  a  residence,  and  engaged  in 
blacksmithing  and  carriage  manufacturing.  This 
he  followed  until  1878,  when  his  popularity  as  a 
citizen  and  his  executive  ability,  shown  in  local 
offices  and  as  a  delegate  to  eountj'  conventions, 
led  the  Republican  party  to  select  him  as  a  candi- 
date for  Sheriff's  office.  He  vvas  elected  b}'  a  good 
majority,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office 
with  the  zeal  and  earnestness  he  alwaj's  displayed 
in  the  discharge  of  anj'  duty  that  might  be  assigned 
him.  During  this  term  occurred  the  celebrated 
Johannes  Deboer  case  of  Livingston  County  on  a 
change  of  venue,  and  prosecuted  by  the  Hon.  S.  S. 
Page,  now  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  at  Peoria. 
The  case  terminated  in  the  execution  of  Deboer  in 
the  jail  at  Pontiac  during  Mr.  Hunter's  term  of 
office.  In  1880  he  was  again  a  candidate  for  tiie 
office,  and  was  re-elected.  The  Greenback  and 
Democratic  parties  united  on  the  opposition  candi- 
date, and  a  strong  fight  was  made  on  him  and  the 
Hon.  L.  E.  Payson.  They  carried  the  county  in 
spite  of  the  combination  against  them,  tying  on  all 
their  majorities  from  districts  to  total  results.  This 
term  was  characterized  by  the  energy  he  displayed 
in  clearing  up  and  comjjleting  all  the  work  on  his 
hands,  so  that  when  he  passed  out  of  office  there 
was  no  business  left  unfinished  except  what  court  in- 
junctions had  retarded.  At  the  close  of  this  term 
he  retired  to  his  home  in  Odell,  where  he  had 
erected  a  fine  residence  during  his  incumbency,  and 
the  onl}'  official  position  he  lias  held  since  was   the 
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Postiuastei-ship  of  the  Senate  in  1883  at  Springfield. 
Mr.  Hunter  has  pnreha^ed  fift3'  acres  of  land  in 
the  village  limits,  which  he  cultivates  at  his  leisure, 
and  enj(iv.<  the  fruits  of  his  industry  and  frugality. 
One  of  his  sisters,  Mrs.  Ruth  Hamilton,  the  only 
one  now  liviug  lie>ides  himself  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  is  now  a  widow,  and  makes  her  home  with 
him.  Mrs.  Hunter  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  closely  uniting  with  that  in 
the  absence  of  a  Presbyterian  Church,  to  which  hei- 
membership  belonged. 


"^ACOB  KING  is  one  of  the  enterprising- 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Waldo  Town- 
ship, and  is  located  on  section  14.  He  was 
'  born  in  German}',  Se]3t.  14,  1833,  and  is  the 
son  of  Christian  and  Pha-be  (Bernard)  King.  "\Mien 
he  was  about  one  and  one-half  years  of  age  he  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents,  who  located  in 
Butler  County,  Ohio,  where  the  father  followed 
farming  on  rented  ground  for  six  years,  and  then 
moved  to  McLean  County,  111.,  where  he  located 
on  a  farm  between  Bloomington  and  Danvers. 
Here  our  subject  secnred  what  ediuation  he  was 
able  to  obtain,  working  a  portion  of  the  time  for 
himself,  and  a  part  for  his  father,  until  he  was 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  lie  rented 
ground  and  commenced  farming  for  himself. 

When  about  twenty-five  3'ears  of  age  Mr.  King- 
was  married,  Dec.  8,  18r)8,  to  Miss  Ann,  daughter 
of  John  and  Magdalena  (Salzman)  Newhanser. 
After  his  marriage  he  farmed  rented  ground  for 
about  six  j'ears  and  then  moved  to'  Waldo  Town- 
.sliip,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  wliich 
he  has  since  increased  to  160  acres,  all  of  which  is 
finely  hjcated  and  well  cultivated.  He  has  erected 
good  and  comfortalile  buildings,  and  constructed  a 
sufficient  number  of  tile  ditches  to  thoroughly  drain' 
the  farm.  In  this  Ai.i'.i  .m  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr. 
King's  residence. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  King  iiavr  hud  horn  to  them  ten 
children,  whose  names  are  a>  follows:  Samuel, 
Phii'be,  Barbara,  John,  Ciiristian,  Jacob,  Emma, 
Ainia,  Simon  and  Amlia.  Samuel  was  l)orn  Nov. 
I,  18.5I»,  and  die<l  Aj.ril  12,  IHC".;  PJKcbe  was  born 
.March  '.},  1802,  married  Josepli  Zchr,  has  two  chil- 


dren, and  lives  in  Waldo  Township;  Barbara  was 
born  March  11,  1  864,  married  Christian  Angnstine, 
and  lives  in  Nebraska  Township;  John  was  born 
March  30,  1866,  is  unmarried  iind  lives  in  Waldo 
Township;  Christian  was  born  April  4.  1868,  and 
is  unmarried  ;  Jae()li  was  born  Jan.  10,  1871,  and 
died  June  16,  1872;  Emma  was  born  .Tan.  ;>,  1.S73, 
and  died  June  10,  1876;  Anna  was  born  Dee.  17, 
1874,  and  died  July  10,  1883;  Simon  was  born  Dec. 
8,  1876,  and  Amlia,  Aug.  9,  1879. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  child  in  a  family'  of 
ten,  eight  still  living,  who  are  married  and  have 
families,  as  follows:  Christian  has  five  children,  and 
lives  in  Waldo  Township;  John  has  seven  children, 
and  lives  in  the  same  township;  Jacob,  our  subject; 
Daniel  has  three  children;  Peter,  six;  James,  four, 
and  all  live  near  Hudson,  111. ;  Barbara  married 
David  Ropp.  and  has  five  children,  and  Sanuicl  has 
two  children;  both  also  live  near  Hudson,  111. 

Mrs.  King  was  born  in  France  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1841,  and  came  to  America  with  her  father 
when  she  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  She  is  the 
seventh  child  in  a  family  of  eight,  who  were  named 
as  follows:  John,  Joseph,  Andrew,  Christian,  Peter, 
Valentine,  Ann  and  Barbara.  .John  is  married, 
has  one  child,  and  is  engaged  in  the  business  of 
milling  in  France:  Joseph  was  married  and  died, 
leaving  one  child,  who  has  since  died;  Andrew  was 
married  and  died,  leaving  two  children;  Christian 
is  married,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Africa; 
Peter  and  Valentine  are  deceased;  Barbara  married 
Peter  Zehr,  has  four  children,  and  lives  in  Nebraska 
Township.  Mr.  King  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and 
has  filled  the  office  of  Schofjl  Director  for  seventeen 
j'ears,  a  record  which  is  not  excelled  by  any  other 
citizen  of  the  district  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Mennouite  Church,  and  devotes  considerable  atten- 
tion to  church  matters. 

ff^4  IMEON  ARNETT.  N'irginia  has  the  honor 
'^^^  of  having  produc-rd  nioi-c  occup.ants  of  the 
li(l/l)l  Presidential  Chair  than  any  other  State  in 
the  Cuion,  and  i>  cinnuninly  called  the 
Mother  of  Presidents.  Virginia  is  .also  the  birth- 
l)lace  of  many  of  the  un)st  estimable  citizens  of  the 
West,  among  whom    is   the  subject   of  this  sketch, 
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till  extensive  farmer  and  large  stuck-raiser  on  sec- 
tion 14,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  who  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  N'a.,  on  the  i;Jth  of  August, 
1814.  His  maternnl  anci-stors  wore  of  Irish-Swe- 
dish deseent,  and  his  paLernal  ancestors  were  |>uro 
Irish. 

When  a  lioy  .Simeon  Arnett  moved  to  Marsliall 
Ciiunty,  Va.,  wliere  he  was  apprenticed  to  the 
tailor">  trade  in  the  city  of  Wheeling,  and  served  two 
ye.irs,  Imt  not  liking  the  place  he  walked  to  Penn- 
sylvania where  lie  remained  about  two  j'ears,  and 
then  letnrned  to  Randolph,  Va.,  inlS31.  From 
there  he  went  t<i  Scottsville,  Albemarle  Count}', 
seventy-five  miles  .mIiovc  Richmond,  and  then  to 
Charlottesville.  In  1832  he  crossed  over  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains  on  foot.  At  that  time  the  coun- 
trj'  was  infested  with  wild  animals,  particularly 
bears,  which  were  very  vicious  at  that  season  of 
the  j'ear.  At  Beverly,  Clarksburg  and  Marietta, 
he  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  journeyman  for  a  time, 
and  then  returned  to  Moundsville,  Marshall  Co., 
Xii.,  where  he  settled. 

Mr.  Arnett  was  married  to  Elizabeth  \\'ard, 
daughter  of  'William  and  Maigaret  (Konkle)  Ward, 
on  the  loth  of  October,  183(),  near  Moundsville, 
\a.  After  marriage  he  engaged  at  his  trade  and 
remained  there  until  1854.  While  he  resided  in 
Moundsville  he  was  Treasurer  of  the  Council,  and 
took  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  Mili- 
tia, being  Colonel  of  the  134th  Virginia  Militia 
Regiment,  and  during  his  residence  here  he  also 
hehl  the  otHce  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  1854 
he  moved  west  to  Clayton  County,  Iowa,  wliere  he 
at  one  time  ovvned  1,001)  acres  of  land,  liut  not 
liking  the  climate  he  suld  out  and  came  to  Wood- 
ford Count}',  111.,  where  he  purchased  190  acres  of 
laudin  Ma}',  1856,  and  afterward  enough  to  make 
501  acres  in  all.  He  resided  in  AVoodford  County 
until  1.S83,  when  he  sold  part  of  his  land,  retaining 
340  acres,  which  he  still  owns.  His  home  farm  on 
sections  14  and  15  contains  410  acres  of  land, 
which  constitutes  one  of  the  best  stock  farms  in 
the  county.  It  is  well  tiled,  the  buildings  are  first- 
class,  and  every  api)ointment  of  the  farm  is  ar- 
ranged for  comfort.  Mr.  Arnett's  soci.al  standing 
is  very  high,  and  he  is  a  favorite  with  all  his  neigh- 
bors.     In  187G  he  \  isitrd  the  great  Centennial  Ex- 


hibition at  Philadelphia.  Oh  the  KJth  of  October, 
1886,  he  and  his  vvife  celebrated  theii'  golden  wed- 
ding, at  which  thei'e  assembled  all  the  relatives  who 
found  it  [lossible  to  attend,  and  the  people  of  the 
entire  neighliorhood  availed  themselves  of  this  op- 
portunity to  show  their  deep  respect  for  them.  Mr. 
Arnett  is  a  man  of  much  firmness  of  character,  as 
is  shown  by  his  resistance  of  temptation  to  be  led 
into  intcmiicrate  habits,  which  were  so  prevalent 
among  journeymen  tailors  in  early  days.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  1833, 
and  sincte  then  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in  that 
organization.  Jn  1885  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  the  incumbent  at 
the  time  this  sketch  is  written.  During  the  exist- 
ence of  the  old  Whig  party  he  belonged  to  that  or- 
ganization, and  took  part  in  the  Log  Cabin  and 
Hard  Cider  campaign,  during  which  he  attended  a 
barbecue  on  AVheeling  Hill,  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
at  which  Southgate,  of  Kentucky,  was  the  orator, 
and  where  he  saw  many  old  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary army.  He  followed  the  fortunes  of  the 
Whig  party  until  it  was  merged  into  the  Republican 
party,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  steadfast  and  firm 
Republican. 

Mr.  Arnett  had  one  iialf-brother,  Alfred  Arnett, 
who  fell  from  a  tree  in  which  he  was  gathering 
iiickory  nuts,  and  was  so  badly  injured  that  he  died 
soon  after,  at  tlie  age  of  seventeen.  He  also  had 
a  half-sister,  Margaret  V.  Cockayne,  who  married 
Rev.  William  B.  McFarland,  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Soutii.  She  died  in  Marshall 
County,  ^V.  A'a.,  :nid  left  two  daughters:  Florence 
v.,  who  was  married  to  W.J.  Hunsaker,  and  lives 
at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  Lucy  W.,  who  is  unmar- 
ried and  also  lives  in  California. 

Mr.  Arnett  has  seven  children  living,  named  as 
follows:  Margaret  A.,  Hannah  V.,  Martha  A.,  Will- 
iam IL,  James  A..  Belle  J.  and  Edwin  II.  Marga- 
ret A.  was  born  June  (!,  1838,  and  married  Marion 
Moore,  liy  whom  she  has  one  child  liviug,  named 
Ulysses  S. ;  her  husband  vvas  wounded  in  the  battle 
of  Ft.  Blakesley,  and  shortly  afterward  died  in  the 
hospital  at  New  Orleans.  She  was  a  second  time 
married,  to  J.  A.  Armstrong,  and  lives  at  West 
Cliff,  Col.  Hannah  V.,  born  Sept.  29,  1840,  has 
been  twice  marr.ed,   Hist    to  (ieorge   ICmery,  and  a 
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second  time  to  William  Keever;  they  live  at  Gre- 
nola.  Elk  Co.,  Kan.  Martha  A.,-  born  Nov.  2, 184;i, 
married  John  Xicrgarth,  h«s  six  children,  and  lives 
in  AVoodtVird  Count3-,  111. :  William  II.,  born  Aug. 
26,  ISIG,  married  Mary  Ann  Bryson,  of  DesMoines 
Counl3',  Iowa,  has  one  child,  and  lives  in  Rook's 
Creek  Township;  James  A.,  born  Aug.  IG,  1855, 
married  Martha  E.  Ayres,  has  three  children,  and 
lives  in  Lane  County,  Xan  .  Belle  J.,  born  May  20, 
1858.  married  George  Marks,  has  one  child,  and 
lives  in  Rook's  C'reek  Township:  Edwin  H.,  born 
Jan.  10,  1862,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home. 

Mr.  Arnett's  maternal  grandfather,  Charles  Mc- 
Donald, took  up  abuut  1,100  acres  of  land  near 
Moundsville,  W.  Va..  over  100  years  ago.  He 
kept  that  farm,  but  took  up  his  residence  on  an- 
otlier  near  Abingdt^iu,  in  Southern  ^'irginia,  near 
the  Teimcssee  line,  where  he  died  soon  after.  The 
great-grandfather,  James  JMcDonald,  removed  the 
widow  to  Faj'ette  County,  Pa.  During  the  Revo- 
lutionary* War  James  McDonald  slept  in  his  stable 
to  protect  his  horses  fi'om  the  Tories.  He  was  a 
Roman  Catholic,  and  Charles  McDonald  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  Church.  In  September,  1765,  a 
brother  of  Mr.  Arnett's  grandmother  was  massa- 
cred by  the  Indians  who  were  in  ambush  about 
eight  miles  below  Wheeling,  W.  \'a.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  Capt.  Foreman's  company  of  scouts  de- 
tailed to  watch  the  Indians  along  the  Ohio  River. 
Besides  the  Captain  twenty-one  soldiers  were  killed. 
This  grandmother  was  reared  in  a  fort  nntil  she  was 
five  jears  of  age,  and  at  her  father's  house  Gen. 
Washington  used  to  stop  vvhen  on  his  surveying- 
tours.  Mr.  Arnett's  uncle,  Bartholomew  McDon- 
ald, wa,s  in  the  War  of  1812,  belonging  to  the  reg- 
ulars, and  at  Ft.  Wayne  was  instrumental  in  saving 
the  fort  from  destruction  after  it  liad  been  set  on 
fire  by  the  Indians  who  had  .^uriounded  it.  The 
garrison  was  relieved  the  following  ilay  by  Cien. 
Harrison. 

Mrs.  Arnetl  i,~  the  second  in  .•!  family-  of  six  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  J.  C,  Klizalietli,  Heniy  C,  John, 
William  B.  .and  Mailha  .1.  J.  C.  married  Rebecca 
E.  Bon;n-,  has  six  cliildrcM.  and  li\es  ne:ii'  Onarga, 
III.;  Elizabeth  was  born  .Ian.  .;|.  I  « I '.) :  Henry  C. 
married  Marth.-i  Konkle;  .lohu  ui:oiicd  .lane  B.  Biy- 
^on,  has  two  children,  and  live-  near  l';iiiola,  \\'o(^d- 


ford  Co.,  III. ;  William  B.   married   Sarah  Hedges, 

has  four  children,  and  lives  near  Overton,  Neb. ; 
Martha  J.  married  William  HoUiday ;  both  died, 
leaving  five  children,  four  of  whom  live  in  Rutland, 
111.,  and  one  is  married  and  lives  m  Iowa.  Mr. 
Arnett  has  twelve  grandchildren,  one  of  whom, 
Mary  Margaret  Niergarth,  was  born  in  Woodford 
County,  111.,  on  the  23d  of  Februarj',  1865.  and 
makes  her  home  with  Mr.  Arnett.  She  has  four 
sisters  and  one  brother  living  in  Woodford  County, 
HI.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Arnett  was  liorn  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1797,  and  was  married  on  the  7th  of 
November,  1816,  to  William  Ward,  who  was  born 
on  the  27th  of  October,  1792,  and  died  on  the  20th 
of  March,  1858.  She  is  still  living  in  her  ninety- 
first  year,  enjoying  svich  good  health  that  there  is  a 
possibility  of  her  being  able  to  celebrate  her  one 
hundredth  birthday. 


/p?«)EORGE  D.  PADDOi 
l||  (-— ,  widely  known  througl 
**^Jj    ty,  who  has  held   man 


PADDOCK  is  a  gentleman 
hout  Living-ston  Couu- 
siny  positions  of  trust 
and  honor  at  the  hands  of  his  neighbors.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Saunemin, 
where  he  is  nniversall3'  respected  and  esteemed. 
He  was  born  in  the  citj'  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  on  the 
25th  of  December,  18."39,  and  is  the  son  of  Aaron 
A.  and  Susan  Paddock. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  natives  of  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  while  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal ancestors  were  of  Welsh  and  English  descent 
respectivel3\  Lewis  Norton,  the  maternal  grand- 
father, was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  In  1841 
oui'  subject  was  brought  by  his  parents  when  the3' 
migrated  to  Lake  Count3-,  111.,  where  his  father 
died  on  the  11th  of  Ma3',  1877.  To  his  parents  were 
born  eleven  children:  EInora;  Adelia,  wife  of  John 
Monroe,  of  Baraboo,  Wis. ;  Asa  B.,  of  Lake  Count3', 
III. :  Julia,  wife  of  Samuel  Lockwood.  of  Chicago, 
111.;  Lewis,  of  Lake  County,  111.;  George  D. ;  Mar- 
shall, of  Saunemin  ;  Albert,  of  Spencer,  Iowa ;  Helen, 
wife  of  John  Rich,  of  Saunemin:  Ada,  wife  of 
Lewis  Sn>age,  of  Antioch,  111.,  and  Richard,  of  Chi- 
cago.    I<;huii'a  is  deceased. 

(ieoriic  D.  Paddock  was  reared  in  Lake  County, 
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III.,  where  he  received  his  editeation  and  resided 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  van  In  August, 
18()2,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D.  06th  Illinois 
Infantry-,  under  Capt.  A.  Z.  Blodgett,  and  the  regi- 
ment soon  afterward  became  a  part  of  the  armj-  of 
the  Tennessee.  Mr.  Paddock  went  with  his  company 
to  Rockford,  III.,  and  there  engaged  in  drill  for 
about  four  weeks,  and  thence  went  to  Kentuckj'and 
joined  in  the  pursuit  of  Gen.  Price,  participating  in 
several  skirmishes.  Subsequently  he  was  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and  fought  at  the 
battle  of  Franklin,  while  he  was  in  numerous  minor 
engagemenis.  While  in  Gen.  Rosecrans'  com- 
mand he  contracted  a  disease  of  the  heart,  and  it 
was  found  necessary  to  send  him  to  the  hospital  at 
Tullahoma,  'i'cnu.,  where  he  remained  a  short  time, 
and  was  afterward  in  hospital  at  Nashville,  Louis- 
ville, and  finally  at  Quincy,  111.,  where  he  was  dis- 
charged on  the  25th  of  February,  1865.  After  his 
discharge  from  the  army  he  returned  to  Lake 
County  and  there  resided  until  1867,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Bourbon  County,  Kan.,  and  there  resided 
until  1869,  iu  which  year  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  immediately  engaged  in  general  mer- 
cantile business,  which  he  followed  uninterruptedly 
fourteen  years,  he  being  the  pioneer  merchant  of 
.Saunemin.  He  was  also  Postmaster  of  the  village 
seven  years,  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
four  years,  and  Police  Magistrate  four  years.  He 
is  the  present  Treasurer  of  Saunemin  TDWushiji, 
and  is  now  serving  the  second  year  of  his  term. 
He  has  also  served  as  Clerk  of  the  towni^hip  sev- 
eral years,  and   was  for  four  years  Constable. 

Mr.  Paddock  was  married,  on  the  31st  of  Au- 
gust, 1869,  to  Miss  Mary  Warner,  who  was  born  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1842,  in  Kendall  County,  111. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Melinda  (Pierce) 
Warner,  the  father  a  native  of  the  State  t)f  New 
York  nnd  the  mother  of  Oiiio.  Her  parents  were 
among  the  pi(,)neer  settlers  of  Kendall  Count}-,  and 
her  grandfather,  Thomas  Warner,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812.  The  family  of  Mrs.  Paddock's 
parents  consisted  of  eight  children:  Daniel,  of 
Iowa;  Dewe}',  now  deceased ;  .Sarah,  wife  of  L.  P. 
Barnes,  of  Salem,  Wis;  George,  John  and  Willi;un, 
of  Iowa;  Florence,  wife  of  David  Harvej',  of  Inwn. 
and   Marv.     Two  children  have  been  born  Id  Mv. 


and  Mrs.  Paddock — Ljman,  of  Bluff  Lake,  111.,  and 
Agnes.  Mr.  Paddock  had  two  brothers  in  the  Union 
army,  Marshall  and  Albert.  Marshall  went  out  as 
a  musician  and  was  jjresent  at  the  battle  of  Pea 
Ridge  and  numerous  other  engagements,  and  re- 
turned from  the  army  with  impaired  health.  Al- 
bert participated  in  the  battles  of  Chattanooga, 
Missionary  Ridge,  Chickamauga,  Franklin,  the  siege 
of  Nashville,  .and  was  captured  at  Franklin  and 
confined  four  months  in  a  rebel  prison  pen  at  Ca- 
haba,  Ala.  He  endured  many  hardships  while  there, 
but  was  finally  properly  exchanged,  and  subse- 
quently discharged  at  the  close  iif  the  war,  in  April, 
18(;o. 

The  farm  on  which  Mr.  P:idducl<  and  family  rc- 
sifle  consists  of  220  acres,  and  is  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  containing  good  and  substantial 
buildings,  fences  and  other  improvements.  Mr. 
Paddock's  political  proclivities  are  Republican,  and 
he  is  active  in  his  efftirts  to  assist  that  partj'  in 
electing  its  candidates.  He  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  tlie  Christian  Church,  and  take  a 
lively  interest  in  church  affairs.  They  spend  the 
summer  season  principall}-  at  Bluff  Lake,  III.,  where 
he  owns  a  summer  residence  and  a  steam  pleasure 
yacht.  ]Mr.  Paddock  is  broad  and  libei-al  in  his 
views,  both  in  regard  to  public  affairs  and  private 
enter]irises.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  advocate 
of  better  schools  and  a  higher  grade  of  morality, 
and  so  far  as  practicable  and  possible  has  put  these 
views  into  operation. 


fv  HRISTOPHER    C.    HUMPHREYS. 
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thing  will  attract  the  attention  of  whoever 
reads  the  contents  of  this  Albu.m,  and  that 
is  the  number  of  persons  now  living  in  Livingston 
County  who  responded  to  the  call  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  l>ir>i  to  1865,  for  soldiers  to  assist  in 
suppressing  the  most  gigantic  rebellion  the  wo:  Id 
ever  knew.  No  matter  what  their  nativity  may  be, 
;i  large  proportion  of  the  biographies  of  the  present 
citizens  of  Livingston  County  nuist  record  the 
lu-roic  deeds  of  the  sulijects  of  the  sketches  in  the 
war    for    the    I'nion.      Tlii>    shows    patriotism,  and 
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wherever  the  people  are  piitriutic,  there  citizenship 
is  of  a  high  st^uidard. 

The  subject  of  this  slvctcli  is  a  promiiu'ut  fanner 
of  Avoca  Township,  located  on  section  21.  lie  is 
a  native  t)f  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  28th  of  April,  1830,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Mary  Humphrej's,  both  natives  of 
Ireland,  who  settled  in  Muskingum  C'ount3' in  1818. 
He  is  the  j'oungest  sou  of  his  father's  family,  and 
when  four  years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents 
when  they  moved  to  Coshocton  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  but  a 
limited  education  owing  to  the  meagre  advantages 
afforded  him.  In  the  .spring  of  1861,  while  a  resi- 
dent of  Coshocton  County,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  ICth  Ohio  lufantr}',  for  the  preliminary  three 
months'  service  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and 
participated  in  a  few  of  the  engagements  which 
soon  followed  in  Western  ^'irginia.  On  the  2.5th 
of  December,  1801,  his  three  nioutiis'  term  of  en- 
listment having  expired,  he  again  enlisted,  this 
lime  in  Company  G,  80th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  dur- 
ing his  term  of  service  participated  in  the  sieges  of 
Corinth  and  Vicksburg,  and  in  Sherman's  march  to 
the  sea  until  Savannah  was  reached.  After  having 
served  through  the  entire  war,  and  made  an  honor- 
able and  envial)le  record  as  a  soldier,  he  was  dis- 
charged on  the  7tli  of  February,  18(15,  and  then  re- 
turned to  Ohio. 

On  the  8th  of.. June,  is?  I,  Mr.  Hinnphreys  was 
married  to  Mar}'  E.  ISeyei-,  and  they  have  four 
children — William  A.,  Jolui  15.,  Mary  E.  and  Mar- 
garet R.  In  1881  he  came  to  Illinois  and  settled 
on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies,  consisting  of 
240  acres,  all  of  which  is  highly  cultivated,  and 
contains  good  improvements.  He  has  recently  ad- 
ded eighty  acres  to  his  landed  area,  making  a  total 
of  .■!20  acres.  In  this  connection  we  present  a  view 
of  Mr.  Huniiihrcys'  residence  vvith  its  surroundings. 
Mr.  Humphreys  is  ])ractically  a  self-made  man,  for 
he  hail  neither  inheritance  nor  capital  with  which 
to  begin  the  business  of  life,  and  what  he  possesses 
to-day  is  the  i-esidt  of  hi-  uun  industry  and  man- 
agement, seconded  at  ;dl  times  by  the  best  efforts 
of  his  estimable  wife.  In  political  matters  Mr. 
IIunlphl•ey^  act.-  with  the  lleiJidilican  party,  tiii-oiigh 
patriotic  motives,  and  not  wilh  the  liojie  of  .il)tain- 
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ing  office  as  a  reward  for  his  services.  At  the  time 
this  sketch  is  written  he  is  serving  ac(;eptably  as 
School  Director,  and  under  his  administration  the 
school  affairs  of  his  district  are  kept  in  admirable 
condition. 

Mrs.  Humphreys,  the  very  excellent  wife  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born  on  the  18th  of 
May,  184G.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garet Beyer,  who  were  Pennsylvanians  by  birth, 
and  died  in  Franklin  County,  C>liio.  They  had  ten 
children,  five  oC  whom  are  living — Cornelia,  Will- 
iam, David,  Sarah  and  Mary  K.  Mrs.  Humphreys 
takes  a  warm  interest  in  all  ra:itters  which  concern 
and  affect  the  society  in  which  she  moves,  while  she 
is  highly  esteemed  and  respected  as  a  neighbor. 

EDO  DIRKS.  This  gentleman,  who  is  vigor- 
ously prosecuting  his  farming  operations  on 
^^ -'  section  26,  Avoca  Township,  is  a  fair  repre- 
sentative of  the  substantial  German  element  which 
has  been  so  prominent  and  useful  in  the  early  settle- 
ment of  this  State.  He  was  born  in  the  Province 
of  Hanover,  Germany,  March  26,  1842,  and  is  the 
son  of  Luctken  and  Annie  (Mueller)  Dirks,  who 
were  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  Pi-ovince,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  lavvs  and  customs  of  the  Em- 
pire, was  placed  in  school  at  an  earl}'  age  and  thor- 
oughly educated  in  his  native  tongue.  He  remained 
under  the  home  roof  until  reaching  manhood,  and 
as  the  eldest  son  of  the  family  was  the  first  to  com- 
mence life  on  his  own  account. 

Mr.  Dirks  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1870,  after  reaching  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  his 
age.  The  voyage  was  made  on  the  sailing-vessel 
''Leipsic,"  bound  from  Bremen  to  Baltimore,  and 
after  a  safe  passage,  which  consumed  fifteen  days, 
lie  I.hkUmI  in  the  New  World.  He  started  directly 
for  the  West,  stopping  first  in  Woodford  Count}', 
where  he  remained  employed  as  a  farm  laborer  un- 
til the  si)ring  of  1882.  He  had  lived  economically 
and  MOW  had  a  snug  sum  of  mone}',  by  the  aid  of 
which  lie  seciu'ed  pijssession  of  the  eight}'  acres  of 
laml  which  constitutes  his  present  farm.     He  over- 


H 


•►^li^^^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


855   ii\ 


i 


c;ii)ie  tlif  difficulties  of  struggling  with  a  strange  soil 
in  a  now  country,  and  has  met  with  excellent  suc- 
cess in  his  larniing  operations.  His  straightforward 
uicthods  of  doing  business  have  also  secured  him 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  cuninuinity.  where 
he  is  held  in  tlie  highest  respect. 

Mr.  Dirks,  .-iflei'  becoming  a  resident  of  Avoca 
Townsiiip,  and  finding  that  he  could  comfortably 
maintain  a  family,  was  united  in  marriage  with  one  of 
Iris  own  conntiy-women.  Miss  Katie  Wilts,  May  20, 
1871,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children. 
Tiiey  iiave  met  witii  a  great  affliction,  however,  in 
the  loss  of  two  of  these,  Uernhardt  and  Maggie, 
having  now  only  one  child  living,  a  son,  Loui?, 
who  was  born  July  15,  1883,  and  remains  at  home 
with  bis  parents.  The  residence  is  a  neat  and  sub- 
stiintial  structure,  while  the  barn  and  out-buildings 
bear  fair  comparison  with  those  of  the  other  pro- 
gressive farmers  of  the  township.  Mr.  Dirks  after 
becoming  a  naturalized  citizen  identified  himself 
with  the  Repul)lioan  party,  to  which  he  has  since 
given  his  cordial  support. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country  we  present  on  an  adjoining  page  of 
this  volume  a  view  of  Mr.  Dirks'  residence. 


lOBERT  DUNLAP,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  section  21,  Dwjght  Township,  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent,  his  remote  ancestors 
^'emigrating  from  Scotland  to  Ireland,  where 
they  settled.  James  K.  Dunlap,  the  father  of  the 
subject  of  our  sketch,  came  to  tbis  country  in  18G1. 
'J'wo  of  his  brothers.  Rev.  George  K.  Dunlap, 
Bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  diocese  of  Ari- 
zona and  New  Mexico,  and  William  Dunlap,  a  re- 
tired merchant  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  had  come  sev- 
eral years  before.  James  K.  Dunlap  was  a  stone- 
mason, and  worked  at  his  trade  iu  Newport,  Ky., 
and  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  left  there  in  18G9  and 
came  to  Livingston  County',  where  he  engaged  for 
a  time  in  farming,  but  is  now  working  at  his  trade 
in  Dwight.  ^\'hile  yet  living  in  Ireland,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Jennie  Mcins,  of  Ireland,  and  of 
tiie  same  descent  as  himself.     To  them    were   liorn 


nine  children — Thomas  W.,  Robert,  Alexander, 
Mattie  A.,  George  J.,  James,  Lydia  !>.,  Adam  and 
Maggie. 

Rol)ert  Dunlap,  uursuliject,  was  boin  iu  Ireland, 
on  tlie  29th  of  August,  184!),  and  came  to  this 
country  with  his  fatiier  when  a  lad  of  tliiileen  y<'ais. 
lie  received  a  common-school  education  by  dint  of 
his  own  efforts,  and  i)artially  learned  the  trade  of  a 
stonemason.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  hjcatcd 
iu  Illinois,  and  rented  a  farm  in  Livingston  Count3\ 
where  he  began  the  chosen  vocation  of  his  life. 

On  the  26th  of  November.  1874,  Mr.  Dunla|)  was 
married  to  Miss  Agnes  M.  Stejniensfin,  daughter  of 
James  and  Primrose  (King)  Stephenson,  of  Union 
Township,  Livingston  County.  Her  parents  were 
born  in  Scotland,  and  her  mother  came  first  to  Can- 
ada with  her  parents,  and  then  with  them,  located 
in  Pennsylvania.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country, 
Mr.  King  went  directly  to  Penn.sylvania,  where 
they  were  married.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Dunlap 
are  the  parents  of  four  children — Jennie  A.,  Mabel 
R.,  Maud  L.  and  Ada  F. 

In  1875  Mr.  Dunlap  rented  a  farm  owned  b^' 
Jesse  Diffenbaugh.  and  upon  this  place  he  still  re- 
sides, although  in  1883  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
eigbty  acres  in  Round  Grove  Township,  which  he 
has  leased  to  other  p.arties.  Mr.  Dunlai)  is  consid- 
ered a  skillful  farmer,  and  in  this  section  of  Liv- 
ingston County  lias  earned  an  enviable  reputation 
as  snch.  There  is  one  maxim  he  always  lives  up 
to,  and  that  is,  "  Wliatever  is  worth  doing  at  all,  is 
worth  doing  well,"  and  the  system  and  order  which 
prevail  about  his  premisc^s  prove  conclusively  that 
he  fully  comprehends  the  meaning  and  force  of  the 
same. 

^^^UGUSTUS  E.  DINET,  who  is  engaged  iu 
(@£JI  the  business  of  general  merchandising  in 
fc  the  town  of  Odell,  was  born  in  Alsace, 
then  a  Province  of  France,  on  the  28th  of 
April,  1851,  and  is  the  eldest  of  four  children  born 
to  August  and  Catherine  (Roy)  Dinet,  natives  of 
France.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  a  cooper  by  trade,  who  left  France  in  1854, 
;ind  settled  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
for  two  years,  and  then  sent  to  France  for  his  fam- 
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ily.  They  arrived  in  1856,  ami  lie  has  ninile  his 
hiiiue  at  Syracuse  ever  since  that  time,  living  iqion 
a  farm. 

The  subject  of  this  slictch  was  educated  in  Syra- 
cuse. N.  Y.,  in  the  common' schools,  and  afterward 
attended  Ames  Business  College  for  two  years  at 
Syracuse.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  engaged  as 
a  clerk  in  a  groeer3'  store,  and  two  years  later  he 
came  "West  and  located  at  Ottawa,  111.,  wliere  he 
engaged  as  a  book-keeper  in  a  general  merchandise 
store  and  remained  about  five  years,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Joliet  and  took  the  managenjent  of  a  dry- 
gtiods  store,  whicli  lie  conducted  for  three  years. 
From  there  he  went  to  Chicago  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  wholesale  dry -goods  firm  of  Cars(7n, 
Pirie,  .Scott  &  Co.,  and  for  three  years  represented 
them  as  a  traveling  salesman.  He  then  entered  the 
firm  of  Dinet,  Nachbour  &  C<>.,  as  its  senior  mem- 
ber, and  opened  a  dry-goods  store  at  Joliet.  At 
the  close  of  the  first  year  he  sold  his  interest  in 
this  firm  and  returned  to  Chicago,  where  he  again 
took  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman,  engaging 
with  the  Chicago  Corset  Company,  and  remained  in 
their  employ  six  months,  when  a  change  in  their 
plans  caused  him  to  resign  his  position.  He  then 
came  to  Odell,  111.,  and  in  188.'!  bought  a  general 
store,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  :in  administralor 
and  for  sale.  Since  that  time  lie  has  continued  this 
l)usiness  with  good  success. 

While  living  in  Joliet,  on  the  otli  of  September, 
1882,  Mr.  Dinet  married  Katie  McAllister,  of 
Odell,  who  was  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  four 
liorn  to  Patrick  and  Marj-  McAllister,  who  were 
natives  of  Ireland  but  immigrated  to  America  at  an 
early  day,  and  are  now  residing  at  Oilell.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dinet  reside  in  a  house  which  they  built  soon 
after  marriage,  and  in  which  the}-  are  pei-manently 
settlerl.  -Mr.  I>iiiot  has  been  prosperous  in  his 
Inisiness  affairs,  and  ranks  with  the  best  mereantile 
firms  in  this  part  of  Illinois,  llis  varied  experi- 
ences as  clerk,  merchant  and  traveling  salesman, 
make  him  thoroughly  acquainted  uitli  the  details 
of  merchandising,  liotii  as  seller  ;uid  buyer,  lie  is 
a  thorough-going  bu>iness  man.  .md  to  his  affairs 
devotes  such  constant  attention  iIkiI  he  llnds  little 
time  to  give  tn  politii--,  oilier  llian  to  go  to  the 
•  •lection   and    vole   tint    tii-ki-l    of    ihc    Democratic 


party,  of  which  he  has  always  been  a  member.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife  arc  active  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  to  which  they  are  much  devoted. 


ENRY  D.  FISK,  Superintendent  of  City 
Schools  at  D  wight,  is  the  scion  of  an  excel- 
lent American  faniilj'  of  English  descent, 
and  a  gentleman  eminently  qualitied  for  his 
responsible  position.  His  first  j'ears  were  spent  in 
Abington,  Mass.,  where  he  was  born  Sept.  25,  185.5, 
and  whence  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois 
when  a  child  five  years  of  age. 

Young  Fisk  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  par- 
ents, pursuing  his  studies  in  the  district  school  and 
afterward  entering  the  city  school  at  Chenoa.  He 
studied  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  his  prospects 
were  sadly  broken  in  upon  b^'  the  death  of  his 
father,  and  he -was  then  thrown  upon  lii>  own  re- 
sources and  oliliged  to  look  out  for  liiniselt.  He 
had  thereafter  not  only  his  own  living  to  make,  but 
he  assisted  in  the  support  of  his  widowed  mother, 
employing  himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do 
to  increase  the  family  income,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  employed  ranch  of  his  leisure  time  with 
his  books,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  w:is  con- 
sidered qualified  to  assume  the  work  of  a  teacher. 
His  first  labors  in  this  direction  began  in  Chenoa 
Township,  where  he  taught  one  year.  He  then 
taught  three  years  in  what  is  known  as  the  Hogan 
School,  Pike  Township,  this  county :  two  years  in  the 
"Ballinger"  district,  and  then  one  yeai-  in  the  same 
township  in  which  he  began  teaching.  He  removed 
from  Chenoa  in  1881  and  took  charge  of  the  school 
at  Cayuga,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  at  the 
end  of  this  time  was  chosen  Principal  of  the  Dvvight 
High  School.  The  year  following  he  vvas  elected 
City  Superintendent,  and  for  the  past  four  years 
has  discharged  his  duties  in  an  eminently  creditable 
and  satisfactoiT   manner. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  (lur  subject  was  a 
New  llami)shire  farmer,  and  possessed  all  the  staid 
and  stuidy  attributes  of  his  New  England  progeni- 
tors. He  was  ri'iued  among  his  native  hill.-,  and  in 
early    lib'   iiianicd   a    huly    of    lii>  own  county   and 
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reared  a  family  of  childivii.  Ilis  sun,  AMIliaiii  B., 
the  father  of  our  fiubjeet,  was  Ijoni  and  reared  on 
the  farm  in  tiie  Old  Granite  Statt',  but  on  arriving 
at  years  "f  maturity  left  the  agrionitural  districts, 
and  going  into  tlie  city  of  Boston,  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building,  for  which  work  he  possessed 
natural  talent.  When  twenty-eight  3-ears  of  age  he 
Avas  united  in  ninrringe  with  Miss  Angeline  Farrar, 
of  Buckfield,  Oxford  Co.,  Me.,  and  the  daughter 
of  David  an<l  Cynthia  (Waterman)  Farrai',  wIki  were 
also  of  New  England  birth  and  parentage.  The  two 
children  of  this  union  were  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Flora  and  Frank,  the  latter  of  wlmni  died  when 
eleven  years  of  age.  The  niothei-  passed  away  in 
early  life  and  William  B.  Fisk  subsequently  married 
her  sister,  Sarah  C.  This  marriage  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  eight  children,  namely:  Henry  D.,  Helena, 
Frederick  E.,  Clara,  Webster,  Albert,  Howard  and 
William  B.  Helena  died  at  the  age  of  three  years, 
Howard  at  thirteen  months;  the  others  are  all  liv- 
ing. The  elder  Fisk  followed  his  profession  of 
architecture  in  Boston  for  several  years,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Abington,  Plymouth  Countx',  where 
he  remained  until  1858.  He  then  determined  to 
see  something  of  the  great  West  and  started  out 
by  team,  traveling  through  the  States  of  Iowa, 
Wisconsin  and  Northern  Illinois.  The  3- ear  fol- 
lowing he  located  on  a  farm  five  miles  west  of 
Chenoa,  McLean  County',  this  State,  and  while  cul- 
tivating the  soil  continued  the  business  of  architect 
and  builder  until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  the 
citj-  of  Chenoa,  where  he  spent  his  last  years.  His 
death  occurred  in  1870,  after  he  liad  passed  Ids 
fifty-first  birthday. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  strong  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  belief,  a  radical  temperance 
man,  and  a  leading  member  of  the  I.  0.  G.  T., 
in  which  organization  he  took  a  deep  interest.  He 
was  the  contractor  and  builder  of  the  High  School 
building  at  Chenoa,  the  Hamilton  Block,  which  was 
the  first  brick  structure  of  importance  in  the  citj', 
and  the  Presbj'terian  Church,  the  first  house  of 
worship  put  up  in  Chenoa.  During  the  late  war  his 
sympathies  were  entirely  with  the  Union  cause,  and 
the  care  of  his  family  alone  jM-eveifted  his  becoming 
an  active  soldier,  although  he  was  beyond  the  re- 
fpiired  age.   He  possessed  intense  moral  convictions 


and  had  a  peculiar  abhorence  of  decit  and  hypoc- 
risy-. The  children  inheriting  such  characteristics 
and  with  such  an  example  could  scarcely  fail  to  be 
otherwise  than  truthful  and  correct  in  their  habits 
of  life,  as  the  result  has  proved. 

Henry  D.  Fisk  has  been  a.  hard  student,  and  for 
years  has  given  all  his  leisure  time  to  his  book.s. 
He  takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  educational  institutions,  and  regu- 
larly attends  the  Teachers'  Institutes  in  order  to 
give  and  receive  instruction  in  regard  to  the  best 
methods  of  carr\'ing  on  the  training  of  the  ])re.sent 
generation.  Politically,  like  his  father  before  him, 
he  is  a  strong  Republican,  but  is  so  tiioroughlj'  ab- 
sorbed in  educational  work  that  he  gives  but  little 
attention  to  politics,  aside  from  casting  his  influ- 
ence upon  the  side  of  good  Government,  and  to  as- 
sist in  the  election  of  men  best  qualified  for  ottice. 

On  the  I'Jlh  of  November,  1879,  Mr.  Fisk  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Estella  E.,  daughter 
of  .Tonathan  and  Lovica  (Day)  Haynes.  The  two 
children  born  of  this  union  were  nameii  respectively 
Josie  Dee  and  Ora  Lou,  of  whom  the  latter  died 
in  infancy.  Little  Josie  is  now  five  years  of  age, 
a  liright  and  interesting  child  and  the  joy  of  the 
household.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisk  are  active 
members  in  the  Conaregational  Church  of  Dwinht. 
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MALACHI  SHELLY,  many  years  one  of  the 
most  substantial  farmers  of  Round  Grove 
Township,  is  now  retired  from  active  laiior, 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  industry  at  a 
snug  home  in  the  village  of  Caniiuis.  He  i-ame  to 
Livingston  County  in  the  pioneer  d;iys,  and  has 
contributed  his  full  share  toward  the  develo|)ment 
of  its  resources,  and  the  encouragement  of  it.s  set- 
tlement bj-  an  intelligent  and  progressive  class  of 
people.  He  has  been  a  man  prominent  in  all  pio- 
gressive  movements,  and  one  regarded  by  his  com- 
muuit}-  with  universal  respect. 

Mr.  Shelly  is  a  native  of  Bucks  County,  Pa., 
where  his  birth  took  place  June  21.  181s.  His 
early  life  was  spent  upon  the  farm  of  his  father,  but 
like  many  a  j'outh  he  desired  a  change,  and  accord- 
ingly leaving  home,  he  took  uji  tlie  trade  of  a  cigar 
•► 
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iiiakei-,  and  was  thus  eui ployed  two  years.  In 
1841.  bent  upon  seeing'  sometliiug  more  of  the 
worl<l,  he  st^irtcd  out  on  foot  from  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia and  walked  to  Pittsburgh,  a  distance  of  300 
miles,  making  the  jonruey  in  nine  days.  From 
there  lie  migrated  to  Beaver  Couut}-,  where  he  re- 
turned to  farming  pursuits,  ;ind  from  tlu'uce  to 
Butler  County,  where  he  worked  by  the  montli  two 
veal's.  Thence  he  went  over  into  the  .State  of  Ohio, 
and  rented  a  farm  in  Mahoning  County  one  and 
one-half  j-ears,  and  when  this  coiitnict  had  ('xi)ired 
determined  to  go  farther  west., 

Mr.  Shelly  arrived  in  Gardner,  Grundy  County, 
this  State,  in  August,  185(1.  and  remained  in  that 
section  of  country  until  the  following  spring  In 
the  meantime  he  had  been  loc  iking  about  for  a  per- 
manent location,  and  cdniing  to  tliis  cuinity,  de- 
cided there  was  nothing  more  desirable,  and  ac- 
cordingly purchased  140  acres  of  land  on  section  1, 
Kound  Grove  Township.  The  appearance  of  this 
section  of  country  thirty  years  ago  was  widely  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  present,  and  Mr.  Sliellj'  per- 
formed his  full  duty  upon  the  plat  of  ground  which 
he  had  selected  for  the  field  of  his  future  operations. 
In  due  time  he  had  the  land  all  enclosed  and  laid 
off  into  convenient  fields,  had  erected  a  good  resi- 
dence and  the  necessary  farm  buildings,  and  was 
looked  upon  bj-  his  neighbors  .as  one  of  the  most 
valued  members  of  their  cominiiuity.  He  had  en- 
couraged the  establishment  of  schools  and  lent  his 
aiil  and  influence  to  all  those  enterprises  which  had  for 
their  object  the  progress  and  welfare  of  the  people 
arouml  him.  He  also  added  to  his  first  purchase,  and 
tinail}-  became  the  owner  of  344  acres.  He  contiii- 
uc<l  to  live  there  and  prosecute  his  farm  work  un- 
til August,  188.'i,  when  he  rented  tiie  homestead 
and  removed  to  Whiteside  County.  He  lias  lived 
in  th:it  and  ]>i>ing6ton  (  oiinty  alternately,  but  now 
makt'S  Ills  home  with  his  duughter,  Mrs.  Emma 
Simpkins. 

.Mr.  Shelly,  while  a  residi-iil  of  his  native  Slate, 
W!i>  maiTJed,  ill  Butler  County,  in  Xpiii.  isii'.  \n 
.Miss  Loviiia  Shelly,  who  was  born  in  linllei  (  ouiily 
Oct.  2i,  IH22,  aiidi>  the  daughter  of  Ibuiy  and 
Het.«ey  (Laiidis)  Shelly,  also  natives  of  Llie  Key- 
-tone  State.  Our  subject  and  hi>  wife  wci-e  play- 
iiiates  almost  front  childliuo'l,  and   have    lived   to- ■ 


gether  harmoniously  now  for  a  period  of  forty-five 
years.  Their  union  w.as  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eleven 
children,  the  record  of  whom  is  as  follows;  IJosetta, 
the  eldest  daughter,  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
Bauchman,  and  resides  in  Franklin  County,  Iowa  : 
Matilda  is  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Whitmore,  a  pros|)cr- 
ous  farmer  of  Grundy  County,  111.;  Absalom  mar- 
ried JMiss  Mary  McLean,  and  died  in  Round  Grove 
Township  Nov.  28,  1875;  Addison  married  Esther 
Lapp,  and  is  a  resident  of  AVhiteside  County,  this 
State;  Andrew  married  Miss  Mary  M.  Ibe,  and  is 
carrying  on  farming  in  Frontier  County,  Neb.;  Sa- 
rah, the  wife  of  Cyrus  Miller,  resides  in  Whiteside 
County,  111. ;  Uriah  married  Miss  Sarah  Clover,  and 
is  engaged  in  merchandising  inEmington:  William 
married  Miss  Mar3'  Slade,  and  is  also  farming  in 
Frontier  County,  Neb. ;  Mary  became  the  wife  of 
C.  W.  Simpkins,  and  died  in  Grundy  County,  111., 
in  March,  1882;  Lovina,  Mrs.  Elmer  Clover,  re- 
sides with  her  husband  on  a  farm  in  Round  Grove 
Township:  Emma  married  C.  A\'.  Simpkins,  of 
Campus,  and  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Eily 
May,  who  was  born  March  1,   1885. 

Mr.  Shelly  has  been  a  supporter  ol  Republican 
principles  since  185(5,  a  period  of  thirty  years,  hav- 
ing been  a  Whig  before  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party.  He  and  his  estimable  lady,  re- 
ligiously, are  connected  with  the  Church  ol  (iod. 
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W WILLIAM  P.  JOHNSON,  a  large  land-owner 
in  Livingston  and  Grundy  Counties,  resid- 
„  ^  ing  on  a  280 -acre  farm  on  section  10, 
Round  Grove  Township,  is  the  sou  of  Nicholas  and 
Melinda  (Cloud)  Johnson.  The  father  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  and  the  mother  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  The  father  of  Nicholas  John- 
sou  was  William  Johnson,  who  served  as  a  soldier 
during  the  entire  continuance  of  the  Revolutionaiy 
^\■ar.  lie  was  a  Captain,  and  expended  his  entire 
pKiperty  in  seeming  funds  with  which  to  clothe  the 
men  under  his  eumniand.  He  died  in  Montgomery 
County,  I'a.,  alioiit  live  years  after  the  war  closed. 
His  wife,  the  grandmother  of  our  subject,  was  Sa- 
rah Johnson,  who  also  died  in  Montgomery  Ccninty. 
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The  parents  of  our  subject  man-ied  and'  settled 
in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  where  they  engaged  in 
farming,  althoiigii  in  liis  younger  days  the  fatiier 
followed  tlie  occupation  of  a  butcher.  The  mother 
(lied  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  and  the  father  in 
Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  They  had  a  family  of 
thirteen  children,  ten  girls  and  thi'ee  boys,  nine  of 
whom  are  at  present  living.  Our  subject  was  the 
fifth  child,  and  was  born  in  Dearborn  Countj,  Ind., 
iVIarch  10,  1821).  He  was  trained  to  the  work  of  a 
farmer,  and  during  his  boyhood  days  attended  the 
common  schools  in  Indiana  and  Ohio.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  lie  was  twenty-six  years  of 
age,  at  which  time  he  was  married. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1854,  in  Ilamiltou 
Count}',  Ohio,  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to  Miss 
Martha  A.,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Margaret  (Pass- 
more)  Simonson.  Her  father  was  born  near  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  and  it  is  supposed  the  mother  was  born 
in  Ohio.  The  father  and  mother  died  within  two 
days  of  each  other,  of  cholera,  in  1850.  The  grand- 
father of  Mrs.  Johnson  was  Barney  Simonson,  who 
moved  with  his  famil}'  from  New  Jerse}'  to  Ohio  at 
an  earl}'  da}-.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  and  died  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio.  His 
wife,  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Johnson,  was  Cather- 
ine Freeman,  who  was  reared  in  New  Jersey  and 
died  in  Hamilion  County,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of 
ninety-eight  years.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Johnson 
had  nine  children,  six  girls  and  three  boys,  of  whom 
she  was  the  fifth  child.  She  was  liorn  in  Hamilton 
County,  Ohio,  Sept.  7,  1837,  and  there  grew  to 
womanhood. 

Two  years  after  marriage,  in  the  fall  of  1856,  Mr. 
Johnson  came  with  his  wife  and  one  child  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  settled  in  Round  Grove  Town- 
ship on  section  10,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  partially  improved  land.  Besides  a  stable  there 
was  a  log  house  on  the  farm,  which  they  occupied 
four  years,  when  they  built  a  neat  and  comfortable 
farm  house,  and  afterward  erected  a  good  and  com- 
modious barn  and  other  out-buildings.  He  began  life 
without  means,  and  has  secured  to  liimself  a  good 
competency  fclirough  the  very  best  management  and 
judicious  ect)nomy.  Beside  the  farm  already  men- 
tioned he  owns  eighty  acres  in  Grundy  County. 
When  he  and  iiis  family  came  to  Livingst<Mi  County 
4*  — 


the  transportation   was   by  ox-teams,  and  they  en- 
joyed the  novel  tri|i  to  the  fullest  extent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juhnsiin  l]ecame  tiie  parents  nf  eigiit 
children,  who  were  named  as  fullows:  Margaret 
M.,  Zarum  S.,  Eliza  J.,  Susan  A.,  John  B.,  William 
E.,  Oscar  E.  and  Martha  N.  Margaret,  Eliza  and 
John  are  deceased.  Zarum  mariied  Jennie  Miller, 
and  resides  in  Dwight,  III. ;  Susan  married  Fred  Tan- 
ner, and  resides  in  Gage  County,  Neb.,  while  Will- 
iam, Oscar  and  Jlartha  reside  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Democrat  in  polities,  and 
has  ac  ceptably  filled  the  oliice  of  Assessor  of  the 
township.  He  is  devoted  to  his  business  affairs,  and 
is  a  citizen  highly  esteemed  by  the  people  of  his  sec- 
tion, enjoying  their  confidence  to  the  fullest  extent. 
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^  OE  W.  SIJMPKINS,  who  represents  the  res- 
tanrant  and  confectionery  business  at  Cam- 
pus, is  a  rising  young  citizen  of  good  busi- 
ness aljility,  and  has  been  located  here  since  the 
spring  of  1884.  His  straightforward  business 
methods  and  the  creditable  manner  in  which  he  con- 
ducts his  establishment,  have  secured  for  him  the 
patronage  of  the  best  lesidents  of  the  town  and 
vicinity. 

Mr.  Sinipkins  was  burn  in  IMercer  County,  I'a., 
Sept.  13,  1.S59,  and  reared  on  a  farm.  He  was  a 
bright,  ambitious  hoy,  and  greatly  desiring  a  col- 
legiate education,  he  attended  closely  to  his  studies 
in  the  primary  school,  and  then  entered  the  Normal 
School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  where  he  intended  to  re- 
maui  until  he  had  completed  the  full  course  and  was 
graduated.  Circumstances,  however,  over  which 
he  had  no  control,  broke  in  upon  his  cherished  i)lans, 
and  after  two  years  he  was  obliged  to  leave  school 
and  return  to  his  father's  farm,  in  Grundy  County, 
111.  A  year  later  he  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  made  his  home  in  Grinidy  County  until 
the  spring  of  1H83.  Then  he  came  to  this  county 
and  rented  a  tract  of  land  in  Round  Grove  Town- 
ship, but  the  residt  of  this  venture  not  l)eing  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  he  repaired  to  Gardner,  and  was 
there  occupied  as  a  clerk  and  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness until  taking  up  his  residence  in  Campus.     The 
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husiiies:;  in  which  he  is  now  engaged  requires  tact 
awl  good  judgment,  and  there  are  indications  thai 
he  possesses  these  in  a  measure  equal  to  the  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  Sinipliins  while  a  resident  ol'  Hound  (irove 
Townshij)  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
Shelly,  on  the  8th  of  Mareh,  1881.  The  young 
wife  liveil  but  a  little  over  a  year  after  her  wed- 
ding day.  her  death  taking  place  in  Grundy  Countj', 
Mareh  2o,  1882.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject, 
formerly  Miss  Enuna  Shelly,  was  born  Oct.  23,  1863, 
and  the\-  were  married  at  Poutiac,  111.,  Nov.  16, 
1883.  Of  this  union  there  is  one  child,  Eily  May, 
born  March  1.  188.'),  and  now  a  l)right  little  girl 
of  three  years.  Mrs.  S.  is  the  daughter  of  Malachi 
Shelly,  a  sketch  of   whom  api>ears  elsewhere  in   this 

Al.lWM. 

Our  subject  is  a  reliable  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  an<l  belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Gardner. 

S-IIOJIAS  CUNNINGTON.  The  traveler  in 
passing  through  the  southeastern  part  of 
Livingston  County"  and  in  noting  the  line 
farms  and  substantial  buildings  of  that  section, 
|>articularly  oliserves  the  property'  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  which  c(jni prises  160  acres,  and  is  pleas- 
anth-  located  on  section  21),  Charlotte  Township. 
It  speaks  for  itself  as  having  been  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  Ihornugh  and  intelligent  agricultuiist,  a 
man  of  sound  sense  .•uid  refined  tiistes,  who  is  at- 
tached to  his  friends  and  iiis  family,  and  has  en- 
deavored to  make  his  home  the  pleasantest  spot  on 
earth.  The  residence  and  adjacent  buildings  are 
neat  and  substantial,  kept  in  g(jod  repair,  and  the 
farm  stock  and  machinery  are  uf  excellent  descrip. 
tion.  Kveiything  about  the  premises  seems  to 
have  been  made  sul)servient  to  the  one  design  of  a 
homestead  that  ~lioulil  lie  at  once  an  oi'nament  to 
the  township,  .■ind  a  civdit  to  its  projectoi'.  In  this 
Volume  is  sliown  a  view  of  Mr.  (  unnington's  resi- 
dence with  the  adjacent  grcjund-. 

Mr.  Cuniiingtoji  is  a  native  of  iMiglaiid.  his  birth 
Uiking  place  in  Cambriflgeshlrc  in  \x-J'.i,  at  the 
modest  home  of  his  parents,  Tlioiiias  and  Su.san 
(Turpilt;  Cunnington,   who   were    also  of    Knglish 


birth  and  ancestry.  Their  household  included 
seven  clvihlien,  of  whom  Thomas  was  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  presented  the  example  of  anhonestand 
ui)right  citizen  who  provided  eomfortabl}-  for  his 
famil}%  and  performed  well  the  pa.-t  assigned  him 
ill  life.  He  lived  to  be  quite  well  advanced  in 
3'ears,  and  looked  his  last  upon  eartlily  scenes  in 
the  home  where  he  had  lived  for  .so  many  years  and 
where  his  children  were  born.  His  death  occurred 
in  the  spring  of  1866,  aged  seventy  years.  The 
faithful  and  affectionate  wife  and  mother  survived 
her  husband  twelve  years,  and  then  pa.ssed  away 
when  seventy -eight  years  of  age. 

Thomas  Cunningtim  early  in  life  became  familiar 
with  farm  pursuits,  and  received  a  common-school 
education.  He  had  always  been  a  serious  and  re- 
flective lad,  and  began  early  in  life  to  think  about 
the  future.  When  nineteen  years  of  age,  not  being 
satisfied  with  his  prospects  on  his  native  soil,  he  set 
sail  from  Liverpool  in  August,  1848,  and  after  a 
rough  voyage  on  an  English  vessel,  arrived  in  New 
York  Harl)or  five  weeks  fi'oni  the  time  he  started. 
He  remained  near  the  metropolis  tw  oi'  tlii'ee  years, 
where  he  was  occu])ied  as  a  farm  laborer,  working 
in  the  fields  in  summer,  and  chopping  wood  in  the 
winter.  He  then  migrated  west,  coming  into  Taze- 
well Count}',  this  State,  where  he  had  acquaintances, 
and  remained  until  the  spring  of  1861.  The  previ- 
ous year,  however,  having  been  fortunate  in  saving 
a  snug  sum  of  money,  he  purchased  eighty  .acres  of 
wild  prairie,  and  now  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
shelter  for  himself  and  his  young  family. 

Mr.  Cunnington  while  a  resident  of  Tazewell 
County  had  met  and  manied  Miss  Matilda  Turpitt, 
the  wedding  taking  jilace  Dec.  16,  1858.  Mrs. 
Cunnington  was  born  about  1837,  and  is  of  English 
ancestrj'.  She  accompanied  her  husband  to  the 
West,  and  in  the  spring  of  1861  they  took  posses- 
sion of  their  land,  where  our  subject  cultivated  the 
soil  until  1872,  and  put  up  a  few  necessary  build- 
ings besides  the  dwelling.  He  then  sold  out  and 
purchased  the  quarter  section  whei'e  he  now  resides. 
Its  natural  resources  were  fair,  and  through  his 
wise  management  the  land  has  been  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  is  ver^'  fertile.  He 
keeps  good  horses  and  cattle,  and  has  contribute 
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in  no  small  degree  to  the  assessment  vmIuc  of  Char- 
lotte Township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ciinnington  lieciiinc  the  [nirenls  of 
three  children — Annie  Elizabeth,  Alvin  T.  and  Will- 
iam Henry.  Annie  E.  was  born  Feb.  ."i,  18G0.  and 
was  taken  from  the  honsohold  circle  bj'  deatli  ou  tlio 
:i 7th  of  March,  18711,  when  an  interesting  3'oung 
girl  of  nineteen  years;  she  suffered  greatly,  being- 
ill  about  three  weeks,  and  in  their  deep  affliction 
tlie  parents  received  the  sympathy  of  the  entire 
community.  As  an  only  daughter  she  Avas  the 
pride  of  the  household,  and  a  child  of  whom  they 
had  great  hopes  for  the  future.  Alvin  T.  was  born 
Dec.  23,  18C.3,  and  William  II.,  Dec.  2.'),  1867. 
Mr.  Cunnington  lias  given  to  his  two  sous  a  good 
education,  performing  in  this  respect  all  that  his 
means  would  justify.  They  are  bright  and  prom- 
ising young  men,  and  if  their  lives  are  spared,  will 
without  doubt  prove  an  honor  to  their  parents. 

Mr.  Cunnington  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  his  township,  serving  a  number  of  3'ears 
as  School  Director  and  Road  Commissioner.  He 
came  to  the  township  while  it  was  still  a  part  of 
Pleasant  Ridge,  and  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  who 
made  good  use  of  his  time  and  interests  himself  in 
the  welfare  of  the  people  around  him,  enjoys  in  a 
marked  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 

^OHN  H.  BEATTY,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
living  on  section  2,  Broughton  Township,  is 
the  son  of  William  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Beattv, 
and  was  born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va.,Nov. 
10,  1.S47,  of  which  State  his  parents  were  na- 
tives, and  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives.  His 
father,  a  farmer,  was  born  about  1811,  and  was 
probably  of  English  descent.  He  at  one  time 
owned  a  few  slaves,  but  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union,  and 
lealized  the  terrors  and  cruelties  of  war,  living  as 
he  did  in  the  section  of  thecountrj-  which  witnessed 
the  marching  and  counter-marching  of  arinies.  and  a 
constant  succession  of  battles.  He  experienced 
many  hardships,  having  his  horses  taken,  and  his 
l)uildings  set  on  Are,  though  the  flames  were  extin- 
guished by  two  of  his  sons.     His  loyalty   to  the 


cause  of  the  Union  never  wavered,  however,  and  he 
lived  to  see  his  country  at  peace  .uid  his  State  again 
restored  to  the  Fcder.-d  I'nion.  Mis  death  look 
place  in  July,  1  8S:J. 

The  elder  Bealty  was  the  father  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, eleven  by  the  first  wife  and  three  by  the  second. 
There  are  seven  by  the  first  wife  still  living,  all  of 
whom  are  married  and  doing  well.  There  are  six- 
teen grandchildren.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  of  German  descent,  and  died  in  October,  1.S71, 
aged  about  fifty-six  years.  Our  >nliject  was  too 
young  to  do  military  service  in  the  army,  but  lie- 
fore  the  war  was  over  he  joined  the  Home  (Juards. 
an  organization  designed  for  the  protection  of  pri- 
vate property  from  the  enemj',  and  has  in  his  po>- 
session  a  revolver  given  him  by  Gen.  Stephenson, 
who  told  him  to  keep  it  as  a  memento  as  long  as  he 
should  live. 

In  November,  1809,  our  suljject  made  his  first 
migration  to  the  West,  going  to  Kansas,  where  he 
engaged  in  various  occupations.  Apparently  not 
suited  with  that  country,  he  returned  to  his  father's 
home  in  Virginia,  where  he  remained  until  Jan.  21, 
1873,  at  which  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Annie  Arnold,  daughter  of  Martin  L.  and 
Elizabeth  (Smith)  Arnold.  Her  parents  were  of 
German  descent,  but  were  natives  of  Virginia,  where 
she  was  born  in  Loudoun  County,  May  20,  1851. 
The  Arnold  homestead,  which  has  been  in  the  familj^ 
for  several  generations,  is  still  owned  b}-  the  Arnold 
heirs. 

In  1874  oxw  subject  moved  to  Maryland,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming  for  one  year,  when  he  mi- 
grated to  his  present  home,  which  consists  of  IGO 
acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  Livingston 
County.  That  he  has  met  with  abundant  success 
in  his  western  home,  is  evidenced  by  his  vvell-filled 
cribs,  his  good  farm  buildings,  and  the  excellent 
character  of  his  live  stock.  He  is  an  i?itelligent, 
progressive  and  wide-awake  citizen,  and  is  deeply 
interested  in  educational  matters,  having  served  as 
School  Director  for  several  years.  He  is  the  kind 
of  man  whose  presence  in  any  community  tends  to 
its  imijrovement  and  uplinildiug,  morally  and  so- 
cially'. 

Mr.  Beatty  is  the  seventli  child  in  a  family  of 
eleven,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living:  Samuel  re- 
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sides  in  Virginia;  Charles  in  Broiightun,  III.:  MarA* 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  Slater,  and  resides  in  Hound 
throve,  as  does  also  James:  Jennie  is  the  wife  of 
Theodore  Gnizen,  and  livo>  in  ^■il■i;ini;l ;  (leorge 
Townsend  lives  in  Broughton  ro\vnslii|).  The  wife 
of  our  subject  has  one  lirutluT,  Amerieus,  who  was 
horn  June  29,  1849.  :ind  lives  in  Ohio. 
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;ps^  AMIKL  HA  K  LOW.  Many  of  tlie  men  of 
'^^  strong  hands  and  resolute  will,  who  came 
ljl/_Bi  to  this  section  of  country  during  the  early 
da\-s.  had  emigrated  from  foreign  countries, 
and  lient  their  energies  to  the" development  of  the 
srreat  West.  Among  these  was  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  is  now  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  farm  on 
>ection  iS,  in  Nebraska  Township,  where  he  has 
established  one  of  the  pleasantest  homesteads  in  the 
western  part  of  Livingston  County.  In  this  con- 
nection is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Barlow's  residence 
with  its  surroundings. 

Our  subject,  the  sou  of  Samuel  and  Ellen  (Wrig- 
ley)  Barlow,  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  Aug. 
18,  184'.t,  and  seven  years  later  crossed  the  Atlantic 
with  his  parents,  landing  first  in  New  York  City. 
Thence  they  immediately  jiroceeded  westward  to 
I'eoi'ia  County,  this  State,  where  the  father  fanned 
on  rented  land  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  They 
then  went  into  Woodford  County  and  purchased  a 
tract,  where  they  made  their  home  until  their  death. 
They  wei-e  both  natives  of  Lancashire,  where  they 
were  born  in  1811,  the  father  in  March,  and  the 
motiier  in  Maj-,  and  the^'  were  married  about  1830. 
The  mother  jiassed  awn^-  in  March,  18(1G,  and  the 
f:ither  nineteen  years  later,  on  the  ;!lst  of  July, 
18Ho.  Their  remains  lie  >ide  liy  >ide  in  Clayton 
Ccmeterj-,  Wooilford  County. 

Samuel  Barlow  continued  under  Uie  parental  roof 
luitil  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  farming  and  buying 
land  in  partnersiiip  with  his  father  and  brother.  In 
tlic  meantime  his  affections  had  lieen  capluriMl  by 
the  daughter  of  a  neighlxjr,  nc.n-  whom  his  father's 
family  had  lived  for  a  nnnibei'  of  yens,  iianiely, 
Miss  .Mary  'i'.  I{.  X'ilven.  who  bcrauie  hi>  wife  Mai-cli 
•Jw.  1x77.  She  is  the  dauichter  of  William  and 
.Mary  niichsiivjs)  \'ilven,   natives   of    England,   the 


fadicr  lioni  .Inly  1  1.  1S2I.  and  the  mother  in  June, 
1S17.  Tile  latter  died  at  her  home  in  Woodford 
County,  Eeb.  "if).  18SG.  Mr.  ^'.  is  still  living  in 
Woodford  County.  Mrs.  Barlow  was  born  in  Dev- 
onshire, England,  Aiu'il  29,  1848,  and  came  to 
America  with  her  ])nrents'when  a  child  five  }'ears  of 
age.  She  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  six,  namely : 
Jolui  Richards,  Mary,  Richard  T.,  William  Richanls, 
Elizabeth  E.  and  Malora  R.  William  and  Malora 
are  at  home  with  their  father. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Bailow  continued  in 
Woodford  County,  farming  for  himself  about  six 
years,  when  selling  out,  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
in  Nebraska  Township,  this  countj',  where  he  has 
since  resided.  His  land  is  remarkabh'  fertile  and 
well  cultivated,  and  the  lov\'  places  have  been  thor- 
oughly drained  with  tile.  Amid  his  other  bless- 
ings have  come  four  bright  children,  all  living,  and 
born  as  follows:  Mary  Ellen,  Wednesday.  Sept.  10, 
1879,  in  Woodford  County;  Addie  ^'.,  Sunday, 
Oct.  2,  1881;  Frank  T.,  Thursday,  Aug.  14,  1884; 
and  Lawrence  Guy,  Friday,  March  25,  1887.  The 
last  two  were  born  in  Livingston  Countj'. 

Mr.  B.  was  the  seventh  in  a  familj'  of  eight  chil- 
dren, who  were  named  respectively :  William,  Rob- 
ert, Ann  Jane,  Stejihen  Thomas,  Sarah  M.,  Ellen, 
Samuel  and  James  II.  These  are  all  residents  of 
Illinois,  are  all  married,  and  with  the  exception  of 
Stephen,  all  have  children. 


OBERT  A.  (iRAIlAM.  One  of  the  later 
I'aluable  acquisitions  of  Livingston  County 
Jll\^\  in  the  waj'  of  enterprising  citizens  is  the 
gj)  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  lo- 
cated on  section  3,  Long  Point  Township.  He  was 
b(]ni  on  the  stli  of  February,  1855,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Mary  (Jefferson)  Graham,  lihe 
former  born  in  Ireland  and  the  latter  a  native  of 
iMigland,  who  came  from  that  countrj'  to  Canada, 
thence  to  Michigan,  and  afterward  to  Illinois.  Rob- 
ert Jefferson,  her  father,  was  about  ninety  years  of 
iigc  when  he  died  in  Newtown,  Livingston  Count}'. 
\\jlliam  (Jraham  wasborncmthe  20th  of  Febru- 
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ResidenceofSamuel  Barlow, Sec. 28.  Nebraska  Township. 
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ResidenceofRobt.  a. Graham,(Breeder  of  Poland  China  Hogs),Slc  3.  Long  Point  Township. 
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iiry,  1814,  and  was  a  farmer  l)y  occupation.  Ho 
came  from  Ireland  to  America  about  1838,  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  Mexican  War.  He  was  married, 
on  the '27th  of  March,  184,5,  to  Deborah  Evans, 
Rev.  S.  B.  Brown  ortieiating.  By  this  union  there 
was  born  one  child,  Margaret  J.,  on  tlie  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1846;  she  died  Aug.  23,  1847.  Deborah 
Graham,  the  wife,  died  on  the  12th  of  September, 
1846.  After  coming  from  the  Mexican  War  Will- 
iam Graham  took  up  a  claim  in  Reading  Towushii), 
Livingston  Count3',  in  1848,  and  soon  afterward 
married  Mrs.  Mary  Smith,  widow  of  George  Smith, 
the  Rev.  Fletcher  Royal  performing  the  ceremony 
on  the  24th  of  June,  184',).  In  the  same  year  she 
died  of  milk-siciiuess,  and  Mr.  Graham  was  again 
married,  on  the  6th  of  Jul}',  1861,  to  Miss  Mary 
Jefferson,  by  Isaac  Painter,  p]sq.  She  was  born 
June  7,  183,5,  and  bore  to  her  husb.ind  the  follow- 
ing-named children:  John  A,,  William,  Robert  A", 
Emma  and  George  W.  Jolm  A.  was  born 
April  23,  1852,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1852;  Will- 
iam was  born  June  19,  1853,  and  died  Sept.  2, 
1875;  Emma  was  born  Jan.  26,  1857,  and  married 
Benjamin  G.  Miller,  from  whom  she  obtained  a  di- 
vorce after  the  birth  of  two  children;  in  1886  she 
married  Frank  Mailer,  has  one  child,  and  they  re- 
side in  LaSalle  County.  George  W.  was  born  Feb. 
12,  1859,  married  Miss  Cordelia  Law,  of  Bruce, 
LaSalle  C()untv,  in  September,  1880;  they  have 
two  children,  and  live  in  Bruce  Township,  LaSalle 
County.  William  Graham  died  Oct.  20,  1858,  and 
his  widow,  Mary,  married  Frederick  Richards  Sept. 
16,  1859;  he  had  been  married  twice  before,  first 
to  Miss  Grotey  in  Germany,  by  whom  lie  had  one 
son,  born  Dec.  25,  1852,  and  one  daughter,  who 
died  in  infancy.  By  his  second  wife.  Miss  Greener, 
he  had  one  child,  who  was  born  Dec.  11,  1854,  and 
died  Jan,  22,  1855. 

To  Mr.  ,ind  Mrs.  Richards  were  born  the  follow- 
ing-named children:  Melissa  J.,  Thomas,  Mary, 
Frederick,  Alexander,  Louis,  Walter  and  C'harles. 
Melissa  J.  was  born  Nov,  15,  1860,  and  died  April 
4,  1879;  Thomas  was  born  Aug.  19,  1862,  m,irried 
Lena  Missell,  and  resides  in  Bruce  Township,  La- 
Salle County;  Mary  was  born  July  29,  1864,  mar- 
ried George  M.  Loy  March  4,  1886,  has  one  child, 
and    resides    in    Otter  Creek    Township,    LaSalle 


Countj^;  Frederick  was  born  Oct.  26,  1866,  and 
died  Feb,  11,  1876;  Alexander  was  born  Aug,  15, 
1868;  Louis  was  born  Dec.  15,  1870,  and  is  a  stu- 
dent at  the  High  School  at  Streator;  Walter  was 
born  Aug,  31,  1873,  and  Chai-les  in  October,  1875, 

Robert  A,  Graham  was  married,  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1877,  to  Miss  Maggie  A.  Armstrong,  of 
Reading  Township,  She  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Maria  Armstrong,  natives  of  Ohio.  The  latter 
now  makes  her  home  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, To  Mrs,  Graham's  parents  were  born  the 
following-named  children:  IMartin,  Edward,  Salem 
S,,  William,  Theodore,  (ieorge.  Doom,  Maggie  A,, 
Kate  and  John.  Martin  married  vSusan  Fox,  of 
Ohio,  .and  they  have  had  six  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  and  live  in  Montgomery  County, 
near  Havana,  Kan. ;  Salem  S.  married  Susan  Buz- 
zard, of  Ohio,  who  bore  him  the  following-named 
children:  Allen,  Lizzie  and  Eugene.  Allen  mar- 
ried Almira  Deafenbaugh,  and  they  reside  in  Read- 
ing Township;  Lizzie  m;irried  Henry  Walter,  has 
two  children,  and  lives  in  LaSalle  County;  Eugene 
is  at  home.  The  first  wife  died,  and  vSalem  subse- 
quently married  Miss  Jane  Kellogg,  daughter  of 
William  Kellogg,  and  to  them  were  Itorn  six  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  reside  at  home  in  Reading  Town- 
ship. William  Armstrong  mairied  Lib.  Arnold,  of 
Reading  Town.ship,  and  had  one  child:  Theodore, 
deceased  ;  George  married  Sarah  Skaggs,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Skaggs,  and  they  had  one  child ;  the 
mother  and  child  both  died,  and  George  was  again 
married,  to  Clara  Holcomb,  d.iughter  of  John  Hol- 
comb,  who  bore  him  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  dead.  George  was  killed  in  the  coal  mines  in 
Eagle  Township,  LaSalle  County,  in  Jann.ary,  1881. 
Doom  married  Kate  Kepple;  they  have  four  chil- 
dren, and  live  in  LaSalle  County;  Kate,  Maggie's 
twin  sister,  married  Elijah  Deafenbaugh;  John  mar- 
ried Lizzie  Holcomb,  daughter  of  John  Holcomb; 
they  have  three  children,  and  reside  in  Reading 
Township. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Graham  was  born 
one  child,  Etta  Florence,  Oct.  22,  1882.  Mr.  Gra- 
ham came  to  Livingston  County  in  the  spring  of 
1884,  and  now  owns  225  acres  of  land  in  an  excel- 
lent state  of  cultivation,  on  which  is  a  first-class 
line  of  improvements.     This    f.arm    is  drained    by 
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about  500  rods  of  tile,  which  were  put  in  at  a  cost 
of  ?oOO.  A  view  of  this  homestead  embellishes  this 
voUnne. 

Mr.  Graham  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  at  present- discharging  the  duties  of  Road 
Commissioner  and  .School  Director.  He  holds  a  mem- 
bership in  Lodge  No.  (502.  I.  O.  O.  F. :  Encampment 
No.  147.  and  is  also  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  89, 
Knights  of  P^'thias,  at  Streator.  Me  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
in  which  thev  take  an  active  interest. 

rw  AMES  H.  COSG ROVE.  Among  the  multi- 
tude of  employes  engaged  upon  great  rail- 
waj'  lines,  none  occupy  a  more  important 
position,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  lives  and 
pr^iperty  is  concerned,  than  the  telegraph  operators 
at  the  various  important  stations.  It  is  through 
the  operator  that  all  the  orders  for  running  trains 
between  his  and  other  stations  must  pass,  and  a 
mistake  on  his  part  in  receiving  and  writing  an  or- 
der may  result  in  the  most  dire  disasters,  involving- 
loss  of  life  and  destruction  of  propert}'.  The  careful 
and  competent  operator  who  attends  strictly  to  his 
delicate  duties,  soon  makes  himself  secure  in  his 
position,  and  can  depend  upon  perniaiient  emplo^'- 
ment.  One  of  the  most  careful  and  competent 
operators  along  the  line  of  the  great  Chicago  &  Al- 
ton Road  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  occu- 
|)ies  that  position  and  also  that  of  Station  Agent  at 
O.lell,  111. 

Mr.  Cosgrove  was  l)orn  in  Nev.ada,  Livingston 
County,  on  the  13th  of  May,  ls(j5,  and  is  the  sec- 
ond child  in  a  family  of  foiu-  born  to  Peter  and 
Mary  (McAllister)  Cosgrove,  natives  of  Ireland  and 
Pennsylvania  respectively.  His  father  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  when  quite  young,  and 
they  settled  in  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Cosgrove 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  during  the  winter  months 
attended  the  CMMnnun  scIkmiIs  until  the  ngeof  eight- 
een,  at  which  time  he  left  the  farm  and  came  to 
Odell,  for  the  |)urpose  of  learning  telegra])hy  in  the 
railway  station  office.  After  one  year's  service  un- 
der instruction,  lie  was  appointed  night  operator, 
and  served  in  that  cajiacily  eleven  inonlhs,  at  which 


time  J.  E.  Birch,  the  agent  at  Odell,  was  transferred 
to  Braidwood,  111.,  and  Mr.  Cosgrove  was  then  made 
the  agent  and  official  operator,  in  which  ca])aeity  he 
has  since  acted. 

Mr.  Cosgrove  was  married,  on  the  17th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1SS7,  to  Jliss  Agnes  Chapman,  the  eldest 
child  in  a  family  of  four  born  to  Edwin  O.  and 
Mary  .J.  (Thompson)  Chapman,  and  born  in  Mont- 
rose, Iowa,  on  the  16th  of  September,  186.').  She 
learned  telegraphy  under  the  instructions  of  her 
father  in  Cayuga,  at  the  age  of  nine  j'ears,  and 
later  had  charge  of  the  office  at  that  place,  where  she 
remained  until  her  marriage  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  since  which  time  she  has  been  a  resident  of 
Odell,  and  has  popularized  herself  with  the  best  ele- 
ment of  society.  Mr.  Cosgrove  is  not  active  in 
political  matters,  and  h.as  no  taste  for  office-getting 
or  office-holding.  He  devotes  his  entire  time  and 
energies  during  business  hours  to  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  position,  and  is  known  as  one  of  the 
most  careful  and  painstaking  operators  on  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  Road.  He  and  his  bride  are  favorites 
in  the  society  of  the  young  at  Odell,  and  bj'  their 
geniality  add  much  to  its  cheerfulness.  They  en- 
joy the  esteem  of  all  their  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances. 

^  OIIN  D.  MARKS,  a  prosperous  and  happily 
I  situated  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section 
24,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  was  born  on 
the  2d  of  July,  1813,  in  Fairfield  Countj', 
Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Cham- 
bers) Marks.  He  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation under  adverse  circumstances,  studying  at 
odd  times  when  the  labor  at  home  would  permit  it. 
He  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  and 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  L.  Eli,  of  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  who  died  about  one  year  after  marriage, 
leaving  one  child,  Mary  Jane,  who  was  born  on  the 
9th  of  August,  183G.  She  was  married  to  William 
Chambers  and  moved  to  Missouri,  where  she  died 
in  the  fall  of  1885,  leaving  four  children. 

Mr.  Marks  came  from  Ohio  to  Rook's  Creek 
Township  with  his  father,  who  brought  his  family 
West  in  1830,  driving  through  with  horse-teams 
and  arriving   on   the  9lh  of  June.     He  lived  with 


»»    ■     4> 


■^^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


■^r- 


SG7, 


his  father  some  two  years  after  the  death  of  his 
wife,  and  then  went  to  Mackinaw.  McLean  County, 
where  he  derived  about  six  months,  when  he  pur- 
chased the  store.  Soon  after  he  came  to  Rooi?'s 
Creek  Township,  where  lie  built  a  water-power 
grist  and  saw  mill  upon  the  Vermilion  River,  part 
of  the  ruins  of  which  yet  remain.  He  continued  in 
the  milling  business  .about  two  j'ears,  when  he  en- 
gaged a  large  force  of  men  and  took  the  contract 
for  building  the  Hennepin  Canal,  which  they  con- 
tinued to  work  at  until  the  State  funds  for  the  pa}'- 
ment  of  the  work  were  exhausted. 

Mr.  Marks'  second  marriage  occurred  on  the  2d 
of  June,  1844,  to  Sarah  Hancock,  daughter  of 
George  and  Nancy  (Allen)  Hancock.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  born  eight  children — Archibald 
A.,  Nancy  p].  I.,  Lucetta  W.,  George  W".,  Austella 
P.,  Timazone  L.,  John  A.  and  James  W.  Archi- 
bald A.  was  born  April  21,  1845,  married  Sept.  30, 
1866,  and  has  three  children;  Nancy  E.  I.  was  born 
Aug.  24,  1847,  married  George  Fowler,  and  died 
June  17,  1883,  leaving  three  children,  viz:  Mae 
Estelle,  who  was  born  Oct.  11,  1870;  Elvaretta,  who 
was  born  Nov.  9,  1872,  and  died  Jan.  22,  1887, 
and  Artie  Beaumont,  who  was  born  May  14,  1876. 
Lucetta  W.  was  born  Sept.  27,  1849,  married  Alson 
P.  Pemberton  Sept.  19,  1867,  has  seven  children, 
and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek;  George  W.,  twin  brother 
of  Lucetta,  married  March  16,  1886,  has  one  child, 
and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek;  Austella  P.  vvas  born 
July  2,  1852,  and  died  April  25,  1868 ;  Timazone 
L.,  born  April  7,  1854,  married  I.  E.  Thompson, 
has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Northern  Kansas; 
John  A.  was  born  Feb.  29,  1856,  married  in  Jan- 
uar^r,  1882,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Rook's 
Creek,  and  James  W.,  born  Aug.  2,  1857,  married 
Jan.  10,  1883,  has  two  children,  and  lives  in  Pon- 
tiae  Township.  Soon  after  Mr.  Marks'  second 
marriage  he  went  to  farming  on  what  is  now  the 
homestead,  and  continued  until  about  1858,  when 
he  became  infected  with  the  gold  fever  and  went 
to  California,  where  he  remained  nearlj^  ten  years, 
alternating  between  riches  and  poverty.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  offered  125,000  for  his  interest  in 
a  claim,  which  he  declined,  and  the  next  week  it 
was  not  salable  at  any  price.  After  various  suc- 
cesses and  reverses  he  returned   no  richer  than  he 
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went,  excepting  what  his  property  in  Illinois  had 
increased  in  value  during  his  absence.  In  the 
year  1836  Mr.  Mai'ks  was  elected  Constable,  the 
first  in  Livingston  County,  and  in  1840,  as  a  special 
agent  of  the  Government  he  took  the  census  of  the 
county.  He  voted  the  Whig  and  Republican  tickets 
for  half  a  century.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  his 
ancestors  for  200  years  were  connected. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Marks  were  Jacob  and  Re- 
becca (Chambers)  Marks.  The  mother  came  from 
Ireland  and  was  of  Scotch  descent;  the  father  was 
a  weaver  by  trade,  and  made  trips  to  America  on 
the  vessel  which  his  brother  John  commanded  and 
of  which  he  was  mate,  trading  in  the  celebrated 
Irish  linen.  Twoyears  before  the  Revolutionary 
War  broke  out  he  located  a  piece  of  land  near 
Woodstock,  Shenandoah  Co.,  Va.,  but  when  the 
war  began  he  returned  to  Ireland  and  remained 
there  until  peace  was  declared.  Upon  his  return 
to  this  country  he  found  that  some  one  else  owned 
his  land  under  the  new  government,  and  he  bought 
another  tract,  which  he  farmed  until,  becoming  dis- 
gusted with  slavery,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Fairfield  County.  Ohio.  Here  he  discovered  the 
woman  who  became  his  wife  and  the  mother  of 
our  subject.  The  latter's  wife,  Sarah  Hancock, 
was  born  on  the  7th  of  August,  1817,  in  Pirville, 
Muskingum  Co.,  Ohio,  to  which  State  her  parents, 
who  were  natives  of  Virginia,  had  removed  in  that 
year,  the  transfer  being  accomplished  by  putting 
their  goods  in  large  packs  and  loading  them  on 
horseback.  Her  great-grandparents  came  from  En- 
gland at  quite  an  early  day,  and  she  supposes  that 
her  grandparents  were  born  in  Virginia.  Her 
maternal  grandfather,  Moses  Allen,  served  in  the 
Continental  army  as  a  soldier  during  the  entire 
time  of  the  Revolutionary  War ;  he  drew  a  pension 
from  the  Government  until  the  day  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Tennessee,  when  he  was  nearly 
one  hundred  years  of  age.  Her  great-grandmother, 
while  a  j'ouiig  woman,  was  kidnapped  in  England 
and  brought  to  America,  where  she  was  sold  for 
her  passage.  It  was  here  that  she  met  her  future 
husband,  who  had  also  been  kidnapped,  and  after 
working  out  his  own  time  helped  to  work  out  hers. 

Mr.  Marks'  wife  remained  on  the  farm  while  he 
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was  in  Cnlifornia,  taking  care  of  the  children,  one 
of  whom  was  a  babe  in  her  arms  when  he  left  while 
the  oldest  was  fourteen  years.  She  hart  to  take 
entire  charge  of  the  farm,  do  all  the  bn3'ing  and 
selling,  teach  the  children  farm  woi-k,  etc.  During 
her  husband's  absence  there  came  a  great  hurricane 
which  wi'ought  much  damage  to  the  property.  His 
children  are  nearly  all  settled  in  life  close  to 
him.  and  his  declining  years  aie  being  spent  amid 
scenes  of  comfort. 

fOHN  VOE.  one  of  the  most  genial  and  popu- 
lar men  of  Reading  Township,  is  the  owner 
if  over  "2o7  acres  of  land,  the  most  of  which 
>  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The 
im|iroveiiients  which  the  passing  traveler  views 
with  admiration  are  mainlj*  the  result  of  this  gen- 
tlemanV  industr3-  and  enterprise,  and  he  is  con- 
stantly striving  to  bring  about  the  best  results  after 
the  most  approved  methods.  His  farm  is  a  model 
one  in  every  respect.  The  low  land  has  been 
drained  with  2,300  rods  of  tiling,  .and  the  buildings 
••ire  in  all  respects  a  credit  to  the  proprietor  as  well 
as  an  ornament  to  the  township.  We  are  pleased 
to  present  on  an  adjoining  page  of  this  Alijim  a 
view  of  Mr.  Coe's  residence. 

( )ur  sidjject,  like  so  many  otheis  who  have  largelj' 
contributed  to  the  building  up  of  Livingston  County, 
w.as  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  June  12, 1842,  and 
is  consequently  in  the  prime  of  life  and  the  midst  of 
his  usefulness.  He  is  the  son  of  most  excellent  and 
worthy  parents,  Silas  and  Ruth  (Church)  Coe,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  are 
mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Jared  Fordyce,  which 
will  be  found  on  another  page  in  this  work.  Young 
Coe  spent  hi^  childhood  anil  youth  after  theniannei' 
of  most  farmers'  sons,  pursuing  his  studies  in  the 
winter  season  at  the  district  school  and  in  summer 
making  himself  useful  in  the  corn  and  wheat  Held. 
I.'|ion  setting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  married  a 
maiden  of  his  own  count}'.  Miss  Jemima  Knight, 
the  wedding  taking  ))lace  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
about  lHfi.=).  '|"he  young  people  commenced  house- 
keeping in  Reading  Township,  an<l  our  sulyect  oc- 
cupied  himself  at   farming.     This    lady   onlv   sur- 
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vivert  iier  marri.age  two  years,  her  death  taking 
place  in  1867. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Coe  took  place  in 
Reading  Township  in  1871.  The  present  wife  of 
our  subject,  who  in  her  girlhood  was  Miss  Anna 
Keith,  was  born  in  Barry  County,  Mich.,  July  11, 
1850,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Howard  C.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Warren)  Keith.  Her  father,  a  native  of 
Winslow,  Me.,  was  born  Nov.  9,  1807,  and  adopted 
the  calling  <if  an  apiarist,  in  which  he 'became  an 
expert,  and  was  the  patentee  of  the  "Keith  Bee 
Hive,"  which  was  manufactured  extensively  in  the 
East.  He  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Maine,  and  died  in  Reading  Township  on  the  lath 
of  March,  1872.  His  wife  Elizabeth  was  born  in 
W.aterville,  Me.,  June  2G,  1812.  The  record  of 
their  children  is  as  follows:  Sarah,  their  eldest 
daughter,  was  married  to  W.  H.  Douglas,  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  this  State,  and  they  subsequently 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Iowa,  where  Mr.  D.  is 
now  engaged  in  farming.  Willard  S.  is  farming  in 
Amity  Township,  this  ct)unty.  His  first  wife  was 
Miss  Jennie  Russel,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Jen- 
nie, who  is  now  married  :  he  is  a  second  time  mar- 
ried and  has  five  children.  Mary  M.  is  the  wife  of 
John  Wince,  and  the  mother  of  two  children;  her 
husband  is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Owego  Township.  Albert  H.  is  engaged  in  the 
livery  business  at  Hastings,  Mich;  Ellen  died  when 
four  years  of  age,  and  Anna,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  jonngest  of  the  family. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coe  settled 
at  Cornell,  and  in  1874  took  po.ssession  of  their 
present  farm.  Tiieir  union  has  resulted  in  the  liirth 
of  six  children,  of  vvhom  two  are  deceased.  Willie 
A.  was  born  March  1,  1873,  and  is  at  home  with 
his  parents;  George  Elmer  was  born  Feb.  1.5,  1«7(!, 
and  died  October  2S  following;  Alvin  W.  was  born 
Fell.  17,  1.S78:  Blanche  Ethel,  Aug.  29,  1880:  .an 
infant  ilaiigliter.  born  Aug.  16.  1 S83,  is  deceased; 
Ralph  (i.  was  born  Dec.  11,  188.5. 

During  the  late  Rebellion  Mr.  Coe  enlisted  in 
Company  (;,l:-th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  fol- 
lowed the  life  of  a  soldier  until  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, in  ISCo.  His  regiment  was  under  the  com- 
mand of  (on.  Kil[)atri<'k,  and  he  first  met  the  enemy 
at  the  battle  of   Hanovei'.      He  .also    participated   in     y 
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the  engagements  at  Gettysburg;  he  was  in  the  night 
:ittacl<  at  Soiitli  JNIuuntain,  Md.,  where  our  force 
of  ;3,()0()  captured  1 ,860  prisoners  and  destroyod  ."il)0 
\vai>-on>,  and  Ilnntsville,  besides  being  present  at 
Ilagcrstown  and  Buonesboro.  He  after  the  engage- 
ment at  Boonesboro  wont  in  the  huspital  ten 
months.  He  i.s  a  strong'  Republican,  politically', 
and  has  served  his  township  as  Assessor  and  Treas- 
urer, besides  holding  the  oHice  of  School  Trustee 
four  term^.  As  one  of  the  lending  men  of  his 
township  who  has  given  his  su[iport  to  its  educa- 
tional institutions,  and  everything  tending  to  the 
financial  and  moral  welfare  of  the  people,  he  is  re- 
garded with  more  than  ordinary  respect,  and  con- 
sidered an  important  factor  in  the  buildirg  up  of 
its  interests. 


*  IVU.LIAM  IJKED,  o 
\/iJi  '^'"^  reliable  citizer 
Wi     sbip,  has  for  the  Is 
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l/j.TI.LlAM  IJKED,  one  of  the  steady-going 
ns  of  Long  Point  Town- 
last  five  years  been  oper- 
ating on  liiO  acres  of  good  land,  which,  although 
originalU"  in  fair  condition,  he  has  improved  by 
tile  draining,  and  enclosed  with  neat  and  sulistan- 
tial  fencing.  The  evidences  of  his  thrift  and  sound 
common  sense  are  exhibited  on  all  sides,  for  he 
has  built  up  a  most  comfortable  homestead,  not  the 
least  feature  of  which  is  an  excellent  orchard  and 
plenty  of  small  fruit  besides.  His  buildings  are 
neat  and  substantial,  and  the  family  residence  is 
fitted  up  with  modern  conveniences,  tastefully  fin- 
ished and  furnished,  and  indicates  the  home  of  re- 
finement and  intelligence.  In  this  connection  is 
shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Heed's  residence  and  surround- 
ings. Our  subject  is  a  very  popular  citizen,  be- 
ing clieerful  and  genial  in  disi)0sition,  and  having 
a  due  regard  for  the  rights  and  the  pleasures  of 
those  around  him. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  among  the 
hills  of  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  where  his  birth 
took  place  July  lU,  1830.  He  is  a  son  of  Conrad 
and  Catherine  (Weaver)  Reed,  natives  respectively 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  Conrad  Reed  was  one 
of  a  family  of  seven  children,  his  brothers  and  sis- 
ters being:  Peter,  John,  Jacob,  Martin,  Elizabeth 
and  Polly.  The  mother  of  our  subject  also  had  six 
brothers  and  sisters,  namely:  Jacob,  Mary,  Daniel, 


Frederick,  Nancy  and  Rebecca.  Of  these  but  one 
is  living,  her  brother  Frederick.  Thefathei'  of  our 
subject  departed  this  life  in  18(jii.  The  mother  is 
living  at  Streator,  III. 

William  Reed  spent  his  early  years  in  Ohio,  and 
came  when  a  yijung  man  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
to  the  Prairie  State.  He  first  engaged  at  farming, 
and  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Andiews.  They  became  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing-named children:  Lizzie  Ann,  who  married 
William  Wilkinson,  of  LaSalle  County,  and  the^' 
removed  to  Kansas,  whei-e  Mrs.  W.  died  July  3, 
1882,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children,  one  of 
whom  is  now  deceased ;  Florence,  who  married 
Smedley  Wilkinson,  and  is  living  in  Barton  County, 
Kan.;  they  have  six  children;  and  George  N.,  who 
was  first  married  to  Miss  Thresher,  of  this  county, 
now  deceased.  He  subsequently  married  Miss 
Mary  Alice  Burkes,  of  Great  Bend,  Kan.,  and  now 
resides  at  Portland,  Ore.  After  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  our  subject  formed  a  second  matrimonial 
alliance,  with  Mrs.  M.  J.  (Marshall)  Talbott.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Gueinsey  County,  Ohio,  Jul}'  !), 
1840,  and  b}'  her  first  marriage  became  the  mother 
of  one  child.  Her  parents  were  Daniel  and  Han- 
nah (Smalley)  iMarshall,  natives  of  Vermont  and 
Pennsylvania  i-espectivel}',  and  are  both  deceased. 

Mr.  Reed  has  been  no  idler,  either  upon  his  farm 
or  among  his  townsmen.  He  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  politically 
votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket.  The  temper- 
ance movement  in  this  country  enlisted  his  sym- 
pathies from  the  beginning,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
strongest  advocates  of  Prohibition.  He  has  alwa3's 
belie-ved  in  the  establishment  and  maintenauce  of 
schools,  of  which  he  has  served  as  Director,  and 
socially  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


lAL  F.  HAM  LI  X.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
^j))  tlenian  is  synonymous  with  honesty  and  re- 
liabilitj'.  He  has  never  made  any  great 
pretentions  in  life,  simply  placing  his  high- 
est ambition  among  those  who  have  built  up  a 
good  record  as  citizens,  and  who  have  secured  the 
confidence  of  their  fellowmen.     Most  of  his  life  has 
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been  spent  in  the  rural  districts,  where  he  imbibed 
with  tlie  pure  country  air  those  correct  habits 
which  have  prolonged  his  jears  in  health  and  in 
strength,  and  kept  his  mind  clear  and  unclouded 
upon  a  firm  basis.  Most  of  his  labors  have  been 
devoted  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  Odell 
Township,  with  his  home  located  on  section  1. 

Mr.  Hamlin  first  began  life  in  Juniata  County, 
Pa.,  Sept.  -24,  1826,  and  was  the  third  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Kepner)/ Ham- 
lin, also  natives  of  the  Kej^stoue  State,  where  the 
father  settled  after  his  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  paternal  grandparents  were  Thomas  and  Chris- 
tina (.Shaffer)  Hamlin,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
his  maternal  grandparents,  John  and  Mary  (Fleigh- 
burger)  Kepner.  Both  families  were  for  many  gen- 
erations reared  in  the  country  and  familiar  with 
farm  life.  Thomas  Hamlin  was  born  in  Juniata 
Count}-,  Pa.,  Oct.  4,  1794,  and  remained  there  until 
after  attaining  his  majority.  He  then  migrated  to 
Massillon,  .Stark  Co.,  Ohio,  making  the  journey 
overland  in  a  lumber  wagon,  and  being  accompan- 
ied liy  his  wife  and  three  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  a  babe  of  six  months.  Thomas  Ham- 
lin had  intended  establishing  his  pei-manent  home 
in  the  Buckeye  State,  Ijut  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
outlook,  and  not  long  afterward  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania, locating  in  Huntingd(.)n  County.  Thence 
he  removed  to  Blair  County,  and  in  IS.J.J  to  Illi- 
nois. 

The  father  of  our  subject  upon  coming  to  this 
State,  located  fir.st  in  Livingston  County,  where  he 
piuchased  a  section  of  wild  land  of  Alexander 
Cam|)beli.  He  was  better  satisfied  in  this  locality, 
and  remained  here  the  balance  of  his  life,  impi'ov- 
ing  a  g<jod  farm,  and  making  for  himself  and  his 
family  a  comfortable  home,  until  h's  decease  on  the 
12th  of  August.  1«79.  The  wife  of  his  youtli  had 
passed  away  more  than  fifty  yc^ars  before,  but  he 
never  remarried.  He  was  largely  instrumculal  in 
building  up  tiie  community,  and  in  the  establish- 
ment of  its  oflices  and  laying  out  townships.  *>He 
meddled  little  with  polilii-.-il  matters,  but  when 
called  upon  to  sujipoii  a  i,;indidate  was  paVticu- 
larly  careful  as  to  the  i-haracler  of  (he  in.-in  wlium 
IT  \n:  ;i.ssisl<-d    to  place   in  ollii-e.      l[i>  ciilirr   hie  was 
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marked  by  that  prudence  and  discretion  which  are 
the  most  valued  elements  in  the  character  of  a  man 
both  in  private  and  public  life. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  healthy  atmosphere, 
Hial  F.  Hamlin  grew  to  manhood,  in  the  meantime 
assisting  his  father  in  the  development  of  the  soil 
and  the  building  up  of  the  homestead.  He  remem- 
bers the  time  when  he  leveled  his  rifle  at  the  deer 
roaming  over  the  prairie  which  is  now  dotted  with 
flue  dwellings  and  bears  all  the  evidences  of  civili- 
zation. He  began  learning  the  blacksmith  trade 
when  a  youth  of  seventeen,  but  this  not  being  c(jn- 
genial  to  his  tastes,  he  served  only  his  apprentice- 
ship, and  then  abandoned  it.  His  education  was 
conducted  in  the  common  schools,  and  it  fell  to  his 
lot  to  remain  with  his  parents  and  come  into  posses- 
sion of  the  homestead.  The  place  where  he  now 
resides  has  thus  been  his  abiding-place  since  he 
landed  in  Illinois,  and  he  came  into  posse.ssion  of  it 
after  the  death  of  his  father.  His  three  brothers 
before  this  had  each  received  a  quarter  of  the  orig- 
inal tract. 

During  the  Rebellion  Mr.  Hamlin  was  drafted 
for  the  Union  service,  but  being  the  only  support 
of  his  aged  father,  he  furnished  a  substitute.  He 
was  married,  April  18,  1867,  to  Miss  Laura  Y. 
Kenney,  a  native  of  Texas,  Armstrong  Co.,  Pa., 
where  she  was  born  Jan.  16,  1850.  Her  parents, 
Samuel  W.  and  Mariam  Y.  (Fox)  Kenney,  were 
also  natives  of  Pennsylvtuiia,  where  her  father  for 
many  years  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher, 
but  later  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  In 
1855  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  Ke3'stone 
State,  and  removed  to  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  where  he 
again  engagedr  in  trade,  and  remained  until  after 
tiie  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  In  1862  a  de- 
tachment of  Morgan's  men  raided  the  town,  and 
destroyed  his  store  with  $3,000  worth  of  cotton. 
Mr.  Kenne}'  fleil  in  order  to  save  his  life,  and  for 
tluee  months  remained  in  the  woods  secreted  from 
the  rebels.  In  the  meantime  the  town  was  captured 
by  the  Union  soldiers,  and  under  their  protection 
he  returned  North  with  his  family,  and  leaving 
Ihem  with  his  wife's  people  at  Red  Bank,  Pa.,  re- 
turned to  Tennessee  and  became  a  scout  for  Gens. 
Uosecrans  and  Negly.  He  was  sulisequently  cap- 
tured I)}'  a  detachment  of  Gen.  Bragg's  command, 
-«^ 
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find  sentenced  to  deutli  ns  a  >py.  All  efforts  to 
save  him  were  unavailiug,  and  in  January,  1863,  he 
was  executed  at  TuUahoma,  Tenn.  His  family 
never  knew  the  exact  date  of  his  death,  and  only 
of  late  years  learned  the  place  of  his  burial,  which 
was  one  and  a  half  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Tul- 
lah<  ima.  He  had  sold  his  property  in  that  State,  and 
at  his  death  his  money,  papers  and  watch,  were  left  in 
the  hands  of  Capt.  Peadon,  of  Nashville,  but  were 
never  returned  to  his  family.  A  disposition  to  de- 
stroy all  evidences  of  his  identity  was  manifested 
from  the  first,  and  had  it  not  been  for  Rev.  G.  W. 
Western,  who  performed  the  last  sad  rites,  no  trace 
of  him  would  ever  have  been  obtained. 

Mrs.  Kenney,  after  the  disajipearance  of  her  hus- 
band, made  her  home  for  a  time  in  New  Bethle- 
hem, Pa.,  and  then  came  West  with  her  family  ;  she 
is  now  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Dwight.  this  county. 
Of  her  marriage  with  Mr.  K.  there  were  born  eight 
children,  of  whom  only  four  are  living,  namely: 
Laura  V.,  Annie,  John  M.  and  A.  Washington. 
Those  deceased  were,  Samuel  Harvey,  Jennie,  AVal- 
ter  and  Mima  T.  Harvey  was  accidentally  killed 
at  Chicago,  Sept.  19,  1887,  l)eiug  crushed  between 
cars  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  an  engi- 
neer. He  served  as  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  late 
war,  and  when  his  first  term  of  enlistment  was  out, 
re-enlisted  and  was  in  the  Union  service  until  the 
close  of  the  struggle.  Subsequently  he  identified 
himself  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  a  member  of  Dwight  Post  No.  626.  He 
was  remarkably  upright  in  his  life,  and  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Dwight,  where  his 
remains  were  taken  for  burial.  He  was  also  a  n;em- 
ber  of  Peoria  Consistory,  and  Captain  of  Company 
E,  10th  Batallion,  I.  N.  G.,  at  Dwight.  He  left  a 
widow  and  two  children — Charles  H.and  Annie  M. 
Annie  Kenney  married  Charles  C.  Arlington,  an 
artist  of  Chicago,  and  she  is  also  engaged  in  the 
same  profession.  John  M.  married  Miss  Alice 
Neadham,  and  is  a  resident  of  Chicago,  where  he  is 
engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder;  they  have 
four  children — Alice  ]M.,  John  William,  Nettie  and 
Annie  L.  Washington  married  Miss  Kate  Gra- 
ham, of  Odell,  and  is  conducting  a  sale  stable  in 
Chicago;  their  only  child,  A'irgil,  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamlin    couiukmk-l'iI   life   together 


on  the  old  homestead  which  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject had  built  up,  and  have  become  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Arthur  V.,  now  a  young  man,  arid  en- 
gaged as  a  carpenter.  He  is  finely  educated,  and 
has  inherited  the  same  industrious  and  reliable 
traits  which  characterize  his  father.  Mr.  Hamlin, 
in  1887,  retired  from  active  lal)or,  and  is  wisely 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  industry.  Other- 
wise than  voting  the  straight  Democratic  ticket,  he 
takes  little  part  in  politics,  but  has  represented  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  ruid 
has  officiated  as  Collector  and  School  Director. 
Mrs.  H.  is  strongly  Republican  in  sentiment. 

Mariam  V.  (Fox)  Kenney,  the  mother  of  Mrs. 
Hamlin,  was  born  in  Pine  Creek  Township,  Arm- 
strong Co.,  Pa.,  April  17,  1828,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Anna  (Barclaj')  Fox,  natives  of 
the  same  county.  Mr.  Fox  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  county, 
his  decease  occurring  in  1855.  He  dropped  dead 
of  heart  decease  as  his  daughter  was  bidding  him 
good-bye,  when  stai'ting  to  the  Soutii  with  her  hus- 
band. 


ENRY  NETHERTON,  one  of  the  most  skill- 
ful and  successful  stock-raisers  of  German- 
ville  Township,  occupies  a  good  farm  on 
section  11 ,  of  which  he  took  possession  in 
the  spring  of  186'j.  He  is  a  gentleman  in  the  prime 
of  life,  blessed  with  muscular  strength,  the  result  of 
sensible  living  and  correct  habits,  and  with  his 
family  presents  a  picture  of  blooming  health,  whom 
the  doctor  passes  by  as  a  very  poor  patron. 

Our  subject,  like  many  of  the  other  early  residents 
of  Livingston  County,  was  born  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  in  Cornwall  County,  England,  Feb. 
12,  1838.  He  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Catherine 
(Stevens)  Netherton,  who  were  also  of  English 
birth  and  parentage,  and  who  crossed  the  water 
about  1848-49,  locating  first  in  Victoria,  Province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  where  they  engaged  in  farm 
pursuits.  The  father,  however,  only  lived  until 
al)0ut  1853,  and  our  subject,  a  youth  of  fifteen 
years,  assisted  his  mother  in  carrying  on  the  farrj. 
She  survived  her  husband  only  about  twelve  years, 
her  death  takina  place  in  ISO.o.     The  household  in- 
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cliidi'd  five  children  besideti  Henry,  uaniel_v  :  Will- 
iiiiu,  Marv,  Ann.  Phillipi.  and  one  avIio  died  in  in- 
fanoj".  Ann  is  now  deceased,  and  the  other  three 
:ire  residents  of  Canada. 

Our  siil)jeet  reeeived  a  eunnnon-school  edneatiun, 
became  familiar  with  farm  pursuits,  and  continued 
in  the  Dominion  until  ISGC.  Upon  coming  to  this 
SUile  he  located  first  in  Grundy  County,  whence  he 
afterward  removed  tt>  Kendall  County,  and  from 
there  to  Livingston."  Here  he  first  took  up  a  tract 
of  uncultivated  land  in  Gernianville  Township, 
which  he  improved  and  added  to,  so  that  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  320  acres  wiiich  each  year  is  growing 
more  valuable.  He  received  $600  from  his  father's 
esUite,  but  the  balance  of  his  property  has  been  the 
result  of  his  own  industry.  His  farm  stock  includes 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  he  is  .dilo  to  exhibit 
some  of  the  best  specimens  of  these  that  are  to  be 
seen  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Livingston  County. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  iu  her  girlhood  Miss 
Sarah  E.  AValley,  and  they  began  life  together  in 
February,  18G9,  shortly  before  coming  to  Gernian- 
ville Township.  Mrs.  N.  was  born  in  Grundy 
County,  this  State,  Oct.  11,  1846,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Zachariali  and  Catherine  (Cryder)  Walley, 
natives  of  Maryland  and  Ohio  respectively.  Of 
her  union  with  our  subject  there  are  the  following 
children:  Catherine  E.,  William,  Richard,  Samuel, 
Artliur  and  Etta.  Mr.  N.  is  thoroughly  imbued 
with  Republican  principles,  and  although  meddling 
very  little  with  politics,  attends  the  general  elections 
and  to  the  l)est  of  his  aliility  ca>ts  lu>  influence  in 
support  of  liis  convictions. 

1/  OX  I  JOY  HUNT  i.~  not  only  one  of  the  lead- 
ll  1^  ing  fanners  and  stock-raisers  of  Reading 
1=A  Township,  but  he  is  an  active  man  in  the 
affairs  of  the  county  and  township.  His  f.inii  of 
100  acres  is  located  on  section  20,  ,iud  contains 
many  v.aluablc  improvements.  .Mr.  Hunt  is  a 
native  of  (Jliio,  where  he  was  born  in  Delaware, 
now  Morrow  Comity,  on  the  lOtli  of  December, 
1837. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  William  Fleet  and  Mary 
L.  (Barn-;  Hunt,  who  were  native.-,  of  New  Jerscv 


and  A'ermont  respectively :  the  former  was  born  in 
1804,  and  the  latter  in  1809.  The  father  was  the 
son  of  Stephen  Hunt,  who  was  born  in  1764,  and 
died  in  1852,  in  Ohio.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio  when 
a  joung  man,  where  he  first  met  the  lady  whom  he 
afterward  married:  he  died  in  Kansas  in  1875.  His 
widow  is  now  living  in  Tnstin  City,  Los  Angeles 
Co.,  Cal.,  and  is  a  hale  and  hearty  old  lady  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age. 

Lovejo}'  Hunt  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  the  22d  of  April,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  20th  Illinois  Infantry,  for  a  term  of 
three  months,  and  after  being  in  camp  one  week, 
the  company  enlisted  for  three  years,  and  served 
three  years  and  nearly  three  months.  From  the 
13th  to  the  16th  of  February,  1862,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  operations  about  and  the  battle  of  Ft.  Don- 
elson,  Teun.  On  the  6th  and  7th  of  April,  with 
McClernand's  division,  he  engaged  in  the  battle 
of  Shiloh.  Miss.,  the  position  of  his  regiment  being 
in  the  advance  of  the  right  wing  of  the  army.  On 
the  1st  of  September,  1862,  he  was  with  the  regi- 
ment which,  in  connection  with  the  30th  Illinois 
Infantry,  was  engaged  at  Briton's  Lane.  On  the 
1st  of  May,  1863,  the  morning  after  Grant  threw 
his  army  across  the  Mississippi  River  below  Vicks- 
burg,  he  svas  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson, 
and  also  at  Raymond  a  few  days  later.  He  was 
also  in  the  battle  of  .Jackson,  Miss.,  May  14,  and 
on  the  loth,  with  his  regiment,  camped  in  the  city. 
On  the  16th  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Champion  Hills, 
where  he  was  seriously  wounded  by  a  ball  cutting 
off  the  leaders  of  the  right  foot,  from  which  he  has 
alwa3's  been  lame,  and  for  whicb  he  now  receives 
a  pension  of  $6  per  month.  Upon  leaving  the 
army  he  returned  to  his  home  in  this  township, 
and  remained  with  his   parents  until  his  marriage. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1866,  Mr.  Hunt  was  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  Rien.  who  was  born  on  the  13th  of 
.lanuary,  1844.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  JMartha  (Fallows)  Rien,  who  became  the  par- 
ents of  ten  children — John  F.,  Nancj'  Ellen,  Will- 
iam, Eli  II.,  Martha  Elizabeth,  Lydia,  Mary  Jane, 
Rosanna,  David  Carter,  and  one  born  and  died 
Dec.  .")(),  IH;!6,  unnamed.  John  F.,  boin  J;in.  28, 
l.s;;i,  married  IClizabcth  McEUfresh,  b\  whom  lie  had 
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eiylit  iliildren,  six  of  whom  died;  Elizabeth  Rien 
died  ill  1880,  and  John  F.  subsequently  mnnicd 
Hannah  Curtiss;  they  h;ul  two  children,  one  of 
whom  is  dead.  John  F.  was  a  farmer  by  oeeii|>a- 
tion  and  met  his  death  in  Jnly.  1S8(),  by  a  fail 
from  a  ladder  while  incking  apples.  Naney  E.  was 
b^)rn  May  10,  183.5,  was  married,  and  died  Dee. 
1-2,  1851:  William  was  born  Nov.  17,  1833,  and 
died  .Inne  ',),  ISo.'i:  his  death  was  eansed  by  being 
knocked  off  the  wharf  into  the  Ohio  River  by  a 
dog-.  Eli  H.  was  horn  .lune  22,  1840,  and  died 
Oct.  30, 1840  ;  Martha  E.  was  born  Jan.  1, 1842,  mar- 
ried James  Smith,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  has  had 
eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  and  re- 
sides in  Edwards  County;  Mary  J.  was  born  Sept. 
24,  1838,  and  died  Aug.  30,  1839;  Rosanna  was 
born  Dec.  'J,  1846,  and  died  Nov.  2.5,  1847;  David 
C.  wasjiorn  Aug.  11,  1848,  and  died  in  the  army 
on  the  1st  of  April,  1865,  while  a  member  of  the 
179th  Ohio  Infantry. 

To  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  born  eight 
children — Albina  Jane,  Fidelia  Ann,  Lovejo3',  Cor- 
nelia Eliza,  Lenora  Marah,  William  L.  G.,  Mj'ron 
Holly  and  Virgil  Fleet.  Albina  J.  was  born  in 
September,  1833,  married  William  McKinney,  a 
farmer  of  Reading  Township,  and  they  have  a 
family  of  three  children;  Fidelia  A.  was  born  Jnly 
10,  1836,  married  Seymour  Chambers,  a  lumber 
manufacturer,  has  eight  children,  and  resides  in 
Ohio;  Cornelia  E.  was  born  April  18,  1839,  mar- 
ried George  Olmstead,  a  lumber  merchant,  had 
two  children,  and  resides  in  Kansas  City ;  Lenora 
M.  married  Edbert  Pratt,  a  farmer,  has  four  chil- 
dren, and  resides  in  Ohi(j ;  William  L.  G.  was  born 
in  1844,  and  died  in  Annapolis  (Md.)  Hospital,  on 
the  10th  of  August,  1863;  he  was  a  member  of  the 
53d  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  starved  to  death  in 
Libby  Prison.  Myron  H.  married  Sarah  Wamsley, 
has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Sumner  County, 
Kan.;  Virgil  Fleet  was  born  in  1851,  and  is  a  min- 
ister of  the  Second  Ad  ventist  Church,  in  California; 
he  was  married  to  Alice  Jane  Smith,  and  they  have 
had  four  children,  four  of  whom  are  living. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lovejoy  Hunt  the  following- 
named  children  have  been  born:. Jessie  Fremont, 
Dnran,  .Milton,  David  Garrison  and  George  Wash- 
ington.    Jessie  Fremont  was  born  Sept.  17,  1867, 


and  is  now  visiting  at  the  home  of  an  uncle  in  Cal- 
ifornia; Dnran  was  born  March  6,  1869;  Milton 
was  born  March  ;'.,  1871,  and  died  Sept.  18,  1875; 
David  G.  was  lioin  June  16,  1876,  and  Getn-ge 
Washington,  Aug.  11,  1879.  Another  daughter 
was  born  Jan.  19,  1884,  and  died  :it  the  iige  of  live 
days. 

Mr.  Hunt  cultivates  a  farm  of  100  acres  on  sec- 
tion 20,  on  which  he  has  made  good  and  substan- 
tial improvements.  He  takes  quite  an  interest  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  agriculture  and  st(>ck- 
raising,  and  is  an  active  member  of  the  board  con- 
trolling the  Union  Fair  at  Wenoiia.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  Streator  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  in 
political  matters  goes  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  been  elected  one  term  as  Township  Col- 
lector, and  has  also  held  the  otlice  of  School  Di- 
rector nine  years.  Mrs.  Hunt  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  she  takes  nuich 
interest.  The  family,  the  children  as  well  as  the 
parents,  are  deservedlj'  popular  in  the  neighbor- 
hood in  which  they  reside. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  of  this  sei'tion 
wc  [iresent  in  the  pictorial  de[)artment  of  this 
Ai.niM  a  view  of  Mr.  Hunt's  residence  and  its  sur- 
roundinsi's. 


LEXANDER  S.  PIPER,  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  liberal-minded  citizens  of 
Amity  Township,  located  on  section  ;>1,  is 
a  native  of  Pennsjdvania,  where  he  was 
born  on  the  10th  of  July,  18.35.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Ann  ((^uigley)  Piper,  and  the  grandson 
of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Elder)  Piper,  while  his  ma- 
ternal grandparents  were  Michael  and  i\Iary  (^luig- 
ley.  John  Piper,  the  father,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  was  also  the  mother.  He  was  a 
Whig  in  early  days  "and  afterward  a  Republican, 
and  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Pi-esbyterian 
Church.  His  death  occurred  from  heart  disea.se  in 
1866,  and  that  of  his  wife  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, 1837,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but 
two  years  of  age. 

In  1858  our  subject  removed  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Woodford  County,  HI.,  and  thence  to  Livingston 
County  iu  1867.     Alexanders.  Piper  was   married 
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to  Mis,*  Delonc}-  Rice,  on  the  28th  of  December, 
18t'>(>,  in  Woodford  County,  111.,  bj'  Rev.  Isaac 
Cornelison,  of  the  Prosbvterian  Church.  .Slic  was 
the  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Rebecca  Rice,  who  were 
natives  of  New  York.  To  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Piper 
have  been  born  five  children,  tlircc  of  whom  are 
living — Rebecca  Ann,  Ada  Laura  and  Charles 
Elisha.  Rebecca,  the  eldest  child,  was  born  in 
1867,  and  is  now  attending  the  High  School  at  Pon- 
tiac;  Ada  L.  was  born  on  the  8th  of  P'ebruarj', 
ISGO.and  is  a  iiiijiil  in  the  common  .schools,  assist- 
ing her  mother  also  in  the  household  work;  Charles 
E.  w.as  burn  on  the  23d  of  Jul}-.  1871. 

The  uncles  aud  aunts  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  named  asf(.>llows:  James  Plpev,  Robert,  Samuel 
and  Peggy.  James  1'.  died  when  qu ite  young :  Robert 
died  when  about  forty  }- ears  of  age ;  Samuel  died 
of  old  age;  Peggy  died  at  the  age  of  sevent}',  and 
another  sister  died  of  lung  trouble.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  of  Mr.  Piper  were  named  as  follows: 
Jane  Isabel,  Samuel  Elder,  Sarah  Ann  and  Nathaniel. 
Jane  I.  died  of  bronchitis  when  about  twenty- two 
years  of  age;  Samuel  E.  is  a  tarmer  by  occupation, 
lives  in  Pennsylvania,  and  has  a  family;  Sarah  A. 
married,  and  died  of  consumption;  Nathaniel  lives 
in  Kansas,  and  is  employed  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  The  brother  and  sisters  of  the  wife  of 
Alexander  S.  Pijter  are  named  as  follows:  Helen 
Melissa.  William  and  Rosanna  Rebecca.  Helen  M. 
is  married  to  George  Remley,  a  farmer,  and  they 
live  in  .^[arsh.all  County  ;  William  is  unmarried  and 
is  farming  in  Woodford  County:  Rosanna  R.  lives 
in  AVoodford  County,  where  her  father  settled 
when  he  first  came  to  tiiis  Slate:  Mrs.  Piper  is  the 
younge.<t  of  the  fainil}-. 

Mr.  Piper  was  in  the  ranks  of  the  Union  army 
for  a  term  of  three  years  and  two  months,  as  a 
member  of  C'om()any  I,  11th  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
participated  in  numerous  skirmishes  and  mauy  of 
the  important  battles  of  the  w:u-.  Tlic  lirst  en- 
gagement he  was  in  was  at  Belmoiit.  .Mu.,  nliicli 
w.Ts  the  beginning  of  Gen.  Grant's  maguiliceiit 
career.  At  Kl.  Donel.son  he  received  a  gunshot 
wound  in  the  left  knee.  an<l  .at  the  .same  time  was 
hit  by  ji  slug,  which  ('aused  such  a  serious  wound 
that  he  w:ls  sent  to  the  hosjiital  and  then  furloughed 
lioine   for  sixty   day-   tli:it  he   might    recover.     At 


the  expiration  of  his  furlough  he  returned  to  his 
regiment  just  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  engagements  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and 
La  Grange  and  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  in  all  cjf  whicii 
engagements  the  Union  side  was  successful.  He 
also  took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Big  Black  in  the 
rear  of  Vicksburg,  and  in  the  siege  of  "N'icksburg 
until  the  surrender  of  the  Confederates  on  the  4th 
of  July,  186;'.. 

Mr.  Piper  and  family  are  now  pleasantly  located 
on  their  fine  farm  of  160  acres,  where,  besides  farm- 
ing he  gives  large  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock, 
and  not  withstanding  the  dry  summers  of  the  past 
few  years  h.as  been  quite  successful.  He  is  a  strong 
Republicau  in  politics  and  an  .ardent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Church.  As  a  citizen  he  is  liberal 
and  progressive,  and  an  earnest  friend  of  all  educa- 
tional enterprises. 

On  an  .accompanying  page  of  this  Ai.iii.m  may  be 
found  a  view  of  Mr.  Piper's  n^sideuce  with  its  sur- 
roundings. 

lOONER  T.  GUNDER.SON  is  a  farmer  and 
Btock-raiser,  residing  since  Nov.  7.  1867,  on 
section  26,  Broughton  Township,  and  is  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Osman)  Gunderson.  He 
was  born  in  Norway,  April  10,  1833,  and  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  receiving  a  common-school  education. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  came  with  his  fathei''s 
family,  which  included  five  children,  to  America, 
landing  in  New  York  in  .June,  1847,  after  an  ocean 
voyage  of  six  weeks,  and  reaching  Chicago  on  the 
8th  of  July.  They  located  in  LaSalle  County,  111., 
where  the  father  bought  a  farm,  making  a  very 
small  first  payment  as  his  means  were  limited. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father 
until  he  w.as  about  twenty-five  years  old,  when  he 
went  to  Colorado,  to  the  part  called  Big  Timbers, 
near  Pike's  Pe.ak.  The  following  December  he 
returned  to  Illinois,  when  he  beg.an  farming  for  him- 
self on  rented  ground.  By  industry  and  economy 
he  accumulated  a  little  means,  and  w.as  able  to  buy 
some  stock  and  teams,  and  finally  eighty  acres  of 
lanil  where  his  home  now  is.  Sept.  3,  186.'),  he  was 
united    in    marriage    with    Miss   Juliette    Mariott, 
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daughtei-  of  John  R.  and  Margaret  (Davis)  Mari- 
ott,  and  born  in  Cumberland  County,  N.  J.,  Aug. 
31,  183!),  of  which  county  her  parents  were  natives. 
Her  father  was  of  Welsh  and  Irish,  and  her  mother 
of  English  descent.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  Dec.  6,  1806,  and  is  now  in  his  eighty -second 
year,  living  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  retired  from 
active  pursuits.  He  was  three  times  married.  By 
the  first  marriage  there  were  fiVe  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Ellen,  Julia,  Belinda,  Isabella  and  George. 
EUen  married  first  A.  Osborn,  by  whom  she  had 
two  children ;  her  second  marriage  was  to  David 
E.  Davis,  of  which  union  there  were  no  children. 
She  is  now  a  widow,  living  in  LaSalle  County,  111. 
Julia  married  Osmand  Thomasson,  lives  in  Leb- 
anon, Mo.,  and  has  fiv^e  children  ;  Belinda  married 
Lewis  Jones,  lives  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  and  has 
four  children;  Isabella  became  the  wife  of  Ole 
Keikhus,  resides  in  LaSalle  County,  and  has  six 
children.  By  the  second  marriage  our  subject's 
father  had  two  children — Edward  T.  and  Amelia. 
Edward  T.  lives  in  LaSalle  County,  III. ;  Amelia 
married  Oliver  EUifson,  who  resides  in  Wright 
County.  Iowa,  and  has  two  children.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  born  in  1 804,  and  died  in  La- 
Salle County,  June  21,  1850. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  a 
familj'  of  five  children  ;  the  record  of  the  others  is 
as  follows:  Susan  Ann  was  born  Feb.  1,  1825,  mar- 
ried John  Heritage,  lives  in  DeKalb  County,  III., 
and  has  five  children  ;  Anna  Maria  was  born  Sept.  30, 
1831,  married  Charles  W^illiam  Yonggren,  lives  at 
Amboy,  Lee  Co.,  III.,  and  has  three  children;  Jona- 
than was  born  Nov.  30,  1833,  and  lives  at  Augusta, 
Hancock  Co.,  Ill;  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  105th 
Illinois  Infantry,  Company  E,  beginning  as  First 
Sergeant,  but  was  afterward  promoted  to  Fii'st 
Lieutenant,  and  filled  for  about  two  3'ears  the  place 
of  the  Captain  who  had  been  wounded.  He  has  two 
children.  Margaret  was  born  Nov.  14,  1836,  and 
died  in  January,  1881. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  G.  was  born  Nov.  2'J,  1800, 
at  Shiloh,  N.  J.,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1850,  set- 
tling at  Shabbona  Grove,  DeKalb  County,  and  liv- 
ing for  the  first  eighteen  months  in  a  double  log 
house,  which  was  built  expressly  for  the  great  In- 
dian chief  Shabbona,  who  was  then  living,  and  oc- 


casionally paid  a  visit  to  his  old  hunting-ground. 
It  was  burnt  about  1876.  He  located  about  one 
and  one-half  miles  from  there,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  dying  iMarch  20,  1.S85. 
Her  mother  was  born  Sejjt.  24,  IT'JT,  and  died 
Jan.  9,  1875. 

Our  subject  has  four  children;  Elnian  E..  wiio 
was  born  May  16,  1867;  Earle_Lloyd,  Aug.  25, 
1869;  Margaret  R.,  May  4,  1873;  and  Annie  L., 
Aug.  8,  1875.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  hav- 
ing cast  his  first  vote  for  J.  C.  Fremont.  Mrs.  G. 
is  a  member  of  the  (Jhristian  Church.  They  are 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  township,  and 
have  made  all  they  ^  possess  b}-  hard  work,  close 
economy  and  self-denial. 

-€-^^ ^ 


"^jOHN  EARING  stands  prominent  among  the 
substantial  farmers  and  .stock-raisers  of 
Broughton  Township,  where  he  has  a  fine 
body  of  land  on  section  27,  which  comprises 
320  acres,  and  is  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
Like  most  of  his  neighbors  around  him,  he  com-' 
menced  in  life  a  poor  man,  and  has  the  satisfaction 
of  knowing  that  he  is  indebted  to  nothing  but  his 
own  energy  and  perseverance  for  his  present  pos- 
sessions and  standing  in  the  coinniunity.  He  is  a 
liberal-minded  citizen,  an  encourager  of  all  enter- 
prises tending  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  [leople, 
and  is  accordingly  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who 
know  him. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Enijiire  State, 
where  he  was  born,  in  Rensselaer  County,  Oct.  14, 
1832.  His  parents  were  also  natives  of  New  Y'ork 
State,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children,  of  whom 
four  survive — Samuel,  Stephen,  Sarah  A.  and  our 
subject,  all  except  the  latter  residents  of  their  na- 
tive State,  and  living  not  far  from  the  home  of  their 
childhood. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  iiis  native 
county,  receiving  a  limited  education  and  making 
himself  useful  around  the  homestead.  He  was 
married,  when  twentj'-four  j-ears  of  age,  to  Miss 
Catherine  Lattimer,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  Rensselaer  County,  in  De- 
cember, 1.S56.     They  became    the  parents    of  five 
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cliildri-n :  Frank  J. ;  Annie,  who  it;  now  dei-eased ; 
lieorge  Lewis,  Melbern  W.  and  Leslie.  Mr.  Ear- 
ing eanu- to  Illinois  with  his  fauiily  in  18G3,  first 
taking  n|i  liis  residence  in  LaSalle  County,  and  three 
years  loeating  uii  a  farm  in  Brongliton  Township. 
Thence  he   removed  to    Ins  present    homestead  in 

Mr.  Karing"s  children  have  grown  up  to  be  re- 
s|iected  mendiers  of  society,  and  most  of  them  re- 
side in  this  county.  Remembering  liis  own  early 
^truggles  and  difficulties,  he  gave  to  them  all  the 
advantjiges  necessary  for  their  well-being,  and  they 
have  hapiiily  escaped  the  anxieties  and  arduous  toil 
to  which  their  parents  were  subjected  in  earlier 
years.  Mr.  Karing  need  now  no  longer  labor  as  he 
did  in  years  gone  by.  liaving  the  i)rospect  of  a  com- 
petence by  which  he  nuiy.  in  his  declining  3'ears, 
live  surrounded  with  all  life's  runifortsand  relieved 
from  its  cares. 

IT/ AMES  CLOSE,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
his  neighborhood,  residing  on  section  30 
Briiughton  Townshiii,  is  :i  native  of  York- 
•'  shire,  England,  where  lie  wa>  Iiorn  Aug.  22, 
KH20.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Barbara 
Close,  both  natives  of  England,  and  was  reared  to 
years  of  manhood  in  that  country. 

In  1842,  not  satisfied  with  his  prospects  at  home, 
Mr.  Close  determined  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the 
New  World,  and  embarking  at  Liverpool  on  a  sail- 
ing-vessel called  the  '•  Olive  Branch,"  after  an  ocean 
voyage  of  eighteen  days,  landed  in  New  York  Citv. 
Tiience  lie  went  to  Ontarin.  Canad.i,  and  located 
lu'ar  what  is  now  known  as  liic  town  of  Brani))ton, 
where  he  remained  some  tw(j  3cars,  and  then  re- 
moved to  what  was  then  called  the  (^iiocu's  Bush, 
iioitli  of  (;uel))h,  Oiitari(j.  Me  resided  tlieie  until 
l^O'l.  when  he  immigrated  In  Illinois,  locating  in 
Boone  County,  where  he  rein.iine<l  until  18GG,  ami 
Ihi-ii  came  to  i^iviiigston  County  and  >ettle(l  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  livr'>. 

While  n-siding  in  Canad;i  .Mr.  (io>c  was  instru- 
ini-ntal  in  liaving  the  rest  of  the  family  conic  to 
America.  They  -ettled  in  C.-in.'ida,  wlu'ic  tlic^y  eon- 
liiine  to  ri;.-?ide,.aiid   ar<-    all  doing    well.     Sept.  .'!, 


1844,  Mr.  Close  was  united  in  marriage,  in  Canada, 
with  Miss  Jane  Bentley,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  En- 
gland. Of  this  union  there  were  born  sixteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  eleven  still  survive:  Robert,  of 
Broughton  Township:  Mary,  the  wife  of  S.  A.  JIc- 
Feely,  of  Streator,  III.;  James,  of  Lfiuisiana:  Jo- 
seph, of  Julesburg,  Col.;  Martha,  the  wife  of 
Josejih  Shaw,  <.)f  Kankakee,  111.:  Sarah  J.,  Mrs. 
(ieorge  Weatherhead,  of  Chicago:  Anna,  the  wife 
of  Peter  J.  Gerhart,  of  Julesburg,  Col.;  William,  of 
the  same  place,  and  John,  Lillian  and  llaltie  S.,  at 
Illume.  The  names  of  the  deceased  children  were 
Maria,  Wilhelmina,  Frank,  and  two  wlio  died  in 
infancy,  unnamed.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  Sept.  4,  1887,  leaving  behind  her  a  circle  of 
sorrowing  loved  ones.  Her  loss  was  not  alone 
mourned  by  her  family,  but  by  her  neigiiliors  and 
many  friends,  whose  respect  and  affection  had  been 
gained  by  her  exemplary  life. 

When  our  subject  .settled  on  hi>  [iresent  farm  it 
was  a  piece  of  raw  prairie  land,  and  he  lnoke  the 
first  sod  that  was  turned  in  that  neighborhood. 
The  surrounding  country  was  wild  and  unsettled, 
and  his  only  neighbors  were  the  family  of  Mr. 
Johnson  Sarvis,  who  resided  on  section  31.  He 
had  lo  undergo  the  usual  inconveniences  and  hard- 
ships incident  to  pioneer  life,  having  for  several 
years  to  go  to  Dwight,  III.,  some  fourteen  miles  dis- 
tant, for  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  to  transport 
the  products  of  his  farm  thither  over  unimproved 
and  often  well-nigh  impassable  roads.  The  advent 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  in  later  years,  was 
hailed  by  the  settlers  with  the  utmost  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Close  now  owns  eighty  acres  of  good  land, 
which  is  well  provided  with  agricultural  machineiy, 
live  stock  and  farm  buildings.  He  has  given  his 
children  a  fair  education,  and  a  niucli  better  start 
in  life  than  he  himseif  had.  Two  of  ins  daughters 
were  engaged  as  teachers  in  the  public  schools.  He 
is  eminently  a  self-made  man,  having  accumulated 
the  very  considerable  property  which  he  now  has 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts. 

In  politics  Mr.  Close  is  a  Reimblicau,  having  cast 
his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Gen.  (irant.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Metiiodist  Episco|ial  Cliurch,  in 
which  he  has  long  served  as  Steward,  and  of  which 
his  departed  wife  was  also  an  earnest   member.     As 
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a  citizen  his  reputation  is  without  reproach,  and  he 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  in  the  fomnuinity  in 
whicli  Ir-  lives.  Mr.  Close  is  now,  in  his  declining 
years,  enjoying-  the  well-earned  fruits  of  a  life  of 
activity.  His  father  and  mother,  three  brothers 
and  three  sisters,  still  reside  in  Canada,  he  being  the 
onl^^  (ine  iif  the  family  to  come  to  the  Suites. 

\f__^  ENRY  CANHAM  owns  a  snug  farm  of 
^fl^)  eighty  acres  on  section  23,  in  Broughton 
/IL^  Township,  upon  which  he  has  labored  since 
(^)  the  spring  of  IHG:',.  His  efforts  have  been 
worthily  rewarded,  as  he  is  in  possession  of  a  com- 
fortable home  and  realizes  each  year  an  income  in 
^^eeping  with  his  needs  and  the  comfort  of  his  fam- 
ily. He  has  passed  his  threescore  and  ten  years, 
and  has  built  up  for  himself  a  good  record  as  an 
honest  man,  enjoying  the  warm  regard  of  his  fi'iends 
and  neighbors.  The  homestead  is  provided  with 
suitable  l)uildings  and  our  subject,  since  IBG.'i,  has 
been  eonsiderablj^  interested  in  stock-raising,  deal- 
ing mostly  in  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Canham  was  born  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  England,  the 
shores  of  whicli  are  washed  by  the  waters  of  the 
North  Sea.  In  this  county  there  are  probably  more 
railroads  than  in  any  other  stretch  of  territory  of 
its  size  in  England.  The  birth  of  our  subject  took 
(dace  on  the  20th  of  March,  182(1,  at  the  modest 
iionie  of  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Jane  (Hewitt) 
Canham,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
became  intimately  acquainted  with  hard  work  and 
its  attendant  cares.  Upon  leaving  the  parental 
roof  he  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer,  and  continued  in 
the  employ  of  one  man  for  a  period  of  fourteen 
years.  In  the  meantime  he  was  married,  Aug.  6, 
1850,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Daniels,  a  lady  of  his  own 
county,  horn  and  reared  not  far  from  the  child- 
liood  iiome  of  her  husband.  Her  birth  took  i)lace 
Oct.  2,  1827,  and  her  parents  were  George  and 
Harriet  (Cousins)  Daniels,  natives  of  the  same 
county  and  of  pure  English  stock. 

jMrs.  Canham  as  a  child  was  exceedingly  bright 
and  observant,  but  being  the  daughter  of  parents  by 


no  means  wealthy,  she  was  deprived  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  education  to  the  extent  which  she  de- 
sired. She,  like  her  Imsb.iiid.  made  herself  useful 
at  an  early  age  by  working  out,  and  each  day  after 
her  duty  to  her  em[iloyer  ended,  would  improve  her 
leisure  hours  in  study.  In  this  manner  she  gained 
a  fair  amount  of  knowledge  in  the  common  branches, 
and  was  particularlj'  expert  as  an  accountant,  being 
gifted  bj'  nature  as  a  mathematician,  and  to  this 
day,  although  not  having  been  requireil  to  exer- 
cise the  talent  very  much  of  late  years,  can  keei) 
accounts  better  than  most  ladies  of  hei-  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Canham  remained  in  England  six 
years  after  their  marriage  and  became  the  parents 
of  three  children.  After  their  arrival  in  this  coun- 
try, seven  more  were  added  to  the  household  circle, 
one  born  in  Cook  County,  this  State,  and  six  in 
Livingston  County.  The  record  of  their  family  is 
as  follows:  The  eldest  son,  William,  was  born  .Tuly 
6,  1851,  and  died  on  tlie  2d  of  December  follow- 
lowing;  Mary  Ann  was  born  Jan.  Hi,  1S5;!,  mar- 
ried Robert  Drew,  March  9,  1870,  and  died  at  her 
home  in  Streator,  111.,  on  the  28th  of  June.  1879, 
leaving  four  children;  Joshua  was  born  April  3, 
1855,  and  died  Aug.  .1,  1856;  Philetus  George  was 
born  June  17,  1857,  and  married  Miss  Emma 
Crouch,  March  (3,  1883,  and  is  carrying  on  farming 
in  Broughton  Townshij);  they  have  no  children. 
John  Franklin  was  born  July  29.  1857,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Macon  Count}-,  Mo. ;  Sarah  Helen  was 
born  Sept.  10,  1861,  and  on  the  2d  of  October, 
1 882,  became  the  wife  of  Albert  Huntly,  of  Brough- 
ton ;  they  have  three  children.  Harriet  Maria  was 
born  Jan.  15,  1864,  and  is  the  wife  of  Lawrence 
Rutan,  who  is  farming  in  Seward  County,  Neb. ; 
they  have  three  children.  Henry  Elijah  was  born 
April  18,  1806,  and  died  in  July,  1807;  Nelson 
Marion,  born  Nov.  8,  1808,  and  Frederick  James, 
March  27,  1871,  remain  at  home  wilii  their  parents. 

Mr.  Canham  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  own  family  and  that  of  his  father,  in  the 
summer  of  1856,  and  landed  in  Cook  County,  this 
State,  on  the  21st  of  July.  He  remained  there  en- 
gaged principally  in  farming  until  1861,  when  he 
came  to  Ford  County,  where  he  operated  on  rented 
land  about  two  years  and  then  purchased  his  pres- 
ent properly.     Upon  this  he  lias  effected  great  im-    '  ' 
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provements,  as  the  laiul,  which  was  but  little  re- 
moved from  its  primitive  eoudition,  has  now  been 
brought  under  a  good  state  of  eultivation.  In  1877 
he  invested  some  of  his  sjiare  capital  in  auuther 
eighty  acres,  which  had  been  the  property-  of  his 
father  and  which  lies  on  section  14,  so  that  he  now 
has  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  two  different 
bodies,  and  all  highly  productive. 

The  faniih"  of  our  subject  and  his  estimable  lady 
includes  twc>  orphaned  grandchildren  :  Otho  HeiUT'. 
who  was  born  Nov.  29,  1S7(),  and  George  William, 
Aug.  ;•,  1S72.  To  these  little  ones  Mrs.  Canham 
l>erforms  a  mother's  part,  and  is  a  lady  who  among 
her  neighbors  bears  the  reputation  of  being  exceed- 
ingly kind-hearted  and  well  worthy  of  their  confi- 
dence and  esteem.  Mr.  Canham  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  has  taken  a  warm  interest  in  the 
temperance  movement,  being  strictlj'  prohibitory 
in  his  own  habits,  neither  himself  nor  children  using 
tobacco  or  ardent  si)irits  in  any  form. 

:S^^IIK  LESLIK  K.  KKELEY  COMPANY,  of 
ljn^\-  l^^'^ht.  is  one  of  the  industrial  institutions 
'^^^■'  now  known  all  over  the  civilized  globe  on 
account  of  the  marvelous  work  it  is  doing  in  the 
cure  of  DiiuxKEXXESs  and  the  OrnM  Habit.  The 
agent  used  is  the  Doiblk  Chloridk  of  Gold,  a 
remedy  that  has  laid  in  abej'ance  since  nearly  the 
da\'s  of  the  great  Paracelsus,  who  first  gave  it  to 
the  world,  till  Dr.  Leslie  E.  Keeley  revived  it  for 
it»  present  inirpose,  and  gave  it  to  the  public  in 
May,  1880. 

For  several  3"ears  previous  Dr.  Keeley  had  con- 
ducted an  extensive  medical  and  surgical  practice, 
during  which  period  he  devoted  much  time  and 
.-jKjnt  largely  of  his  worldly'  po.ssession.s  in  ex])eri- 
menting  for  the  successful  treatment  of  these  special 
diseases,  and  for  a  just  recognition  of  his  discovery. 
This  eutcrjrtisc  at  its  inception  was  conducted  in  a 
little  7x9  ofUce  on  West  street,  which  included  the 
labor.alory  aMd  shipping  department.  Ti>-dav  the 
bii-iner*-*  oc<Mi|>ies  three  bnildings  liesidcs  a  ware- 
house, and  keeps  in  cou>tant  employment,  besides 
the  member.-  of  the  company,  a  hn-gc  force  of  type- 
wrilJrr*  ill  the  <-onducl  of  its  extensive  corresi)ond- 


eiiic.  To-ilay  these  remedies  are  being  shipped 
to  almost  every  portion  of  the  Christianized  globe, 
wherever  Liquor  and  Opium  are  used,  and  as  a 
result  this  companx'  exhibits  more  testimonials 
from  victims  of  both  habits  saved — for  the  same 
period  of  existence — than  all  the  specialists,  sanitar- 
iums, physicians  in  general  practice,  and  temper- 
ance leagues  combined.  Dr.  Keeley  has  no  sani- 
tarium at  Dwight,  preferring  to  treat  a  limited 
number  of  jiatients  at  private  houses,  and  has  all  he 
can  attend  to.  The  most  extreme  cases  are  cured 
in  from  ten  to  twent}'  days,  and  so  easily  and  com- 
fortably that  they  hardly  know  they  are  under 
treatment. 

The  Doctor's  cure  for  Drunkenness  is  simpl}'  a 
marvel.  Patients  come  to  him  saturated  with  an 
alcoholic  debauch  of  thirty  years,  and  in  from 
thirtj'-six  to  forty-eight  hours  turn  their  backs  upon 
liquor  forever.  We  had  the  opportunity  of  inter- 
viewing many  recovered  patients  in  Dwight  while 
there  gathering  material  for  this  sketch,  and  if  the 
half  told  is  true — first,  of  the  wonderful  cures;  and 
second,  of  the  rapidity  with  ivhich  they  are  effected 
— then  truly  is  Dr.  Keeley  a  benefactor  of  the 
human  race.  The  increasing  demand  for  these 
remedies  assumed  such  proportions  that  in  April, 
1886,  the  entire  business  was  incorporated  in  the 
name  of  The  Leslie  E.  Keeley  Company,  under  the 
general  laws  of  the  State,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
*2.j,000. 

D?\  Leslie  E.  Keele}',  the  President  and  head  of 
the  company,  is  a  regular  graduate  of  Rush  Medi- 
cal College,  Chicngo,  of  1862-63.  He  entered  the 
United  States  Army  as  a  medical  cadet,  was  pro- 
moted surgeon  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Dwight  since 
1867,  and  for  a  period  of  seventeen  j'ears  surgeon 
of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  Co.  His  pub- 
lished works  include  ''Opium,  Its  Use,  Abuse  and 
Cure;"  "A  Treatise  on  the  Liquor  Habit;"  "The 
Morphine  User,  or  from  Bondage  to  Fieedom ;" 
"Neurasthenia,  or  Nerve  Exhaustion ;"  "A  Treatise 
on  the  Opium  Habit;"  and  "Opium  Smoking — Does 
it  Sliorten  Life."  These  subjects  are  all  treated  with 
a  strer.gth  of  argnment  and  clearness  of  preceplion 
thai  cannot  f;iil  to  <-onvince  the  most  incredulous. 
Years  nt'  r;uel'ul  >lu(ly   :inil    experience   iiiive  given 
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tlie  author  au  excellent  field  from  which  to  harvest 
valuable  knowledge,  and  so  well  has  he  imjirovcd 
the  oi)portunity  that  even  among  the  medical  [iro- 
fessiou  he  is  a  recognized  autliorit^-  on  these  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  Curtis  J.  Judd,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  company,  was  a  three  years'  member  of  the 
129th  Illinois  Infantry,  entering  as  a  private  in 
Company  B,  in  August,  1862.  He  was  promoted 
at  the  close  of  his  first  yeai''s  service  to  Sergeant 
Major  of  the  regiment,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  was  afterward  a  successful  mercliant 
for  seven  years  at  D  wight,  in  partnership  with  David 
McWilliams.  His  connection  with  this  enterprise 
dates  from  its  earliest  conception,  and  through  his 
rare  slvill,  careful  application  and  perseverance,  tlie 
office  illustrates  a  marvel  of  accuracy  in  the  neces- 
sary details  of  its  management. 

Mr.  John  R.  Oughton,  another  member  of  the 
firm,  formerly  with  the  well-known  drug  house  of 
Lord,  Stoutenburg  &  Co.,  Chicago,  is  a  regular 
graduated  pharmacist,  and  an  accomplished  chemist 
of  rare  experience.  He  has  exclusive  cliarge  of  the 
laboratory,  which  is  of  ample  proportions,  and  re- 
markably well  equipped  for  the  compounding  and 
manufacture  of  these  remedies. 

Every  department  of  this  valuable  industry  is 
under  a  perfect  S3'stem,  and  every  detail — often  the 
outgrowth  of  necessitj^ — seems  to  have  had  the 
most  careful  attention  from  the  beginning.  All 
shipments  are  made  by  express  in  pairs  of  two  bot- 
tles, each  securely  packed  in  a  plain  case.  The  rem- 
edies are  put  up  in  an  especially  designed  bottle, 
regularly  patented  in  the  United  States  Patent 
Office.  It  is  peculiar  in  shape  and  can  be  readily 
distinguished  from  any  other  bottle  in  the  market. 
It  has  only  three  sides,  the  back  and  right  hand 
side  being  at  right  angles,  while  the  other  side  de- 
scribes the  arc  of  several  circles.  The  jwrtion  aris- 
ing from  the  body  of  the  bottle  is  at  different  an- 
gles on  different  sides,  and  the  lip  is  provided  with 
a  neat  little  spout  or  pour-out.  On  the  front  of  the 
bottle,  just  below  the  neck, -the  letters  "K.  G.  C." 
are  blown  in,  while  the  cork  of  each  bottle  is  sealed 
with  red  wax,  and  stamped  with  the  monogram  "L. 
E.  K." 

In  the  office,  cabinets  of  filing  cases  offer  all 
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facilities  for  promptly  tracing  the  correspondence 
in  relation  to  any  case,  ami  a  "Patients'  Record" 
preserves  the  entire  history  of  each  case,  and  greatly 
economizes  time  in  reference.  There  are  .scores  of 
other  details  of  the  business,  which  all  pass  under 
the  same  methodical  system,  and  the  utmost  pre- 
caution is  taken  to  respect  in  everj'  particular  the 
wishes  of  correspondents.  The  onl3'  pulilicity  given 
is  through  testimonials  in  cases  where  full  written 
authority  has  been  granted.  The  office  literature, 
in  taste,  design  and  workmanship,  is  a  marvel  of 
beauty  and  appropriateness,  while  the  host  of  pam- 
phlets and  other  matter  issued  from  time  to  time  to 
the  public  exhibit  a  lavish  generosity  and  never 
fail  to  receive  their  admiration  and  appreciation. 

"We  Belt  the  World,"  as  a  trade  mark,  is  an  ap- 
propriate expression  as  to  the  extent  of  country 
reached  by  these  remedies.  Shipments  are  recorded 
from  St.  John,  N.  B. ;  Canada;  through  ever}'  State 
and  Territory  in  the  Union;  thence  to  Honolulu,  H. 
I.;  the  Sandwich  Islands;  Sidney,  New  South 
Wales;  Australia:  Bombay,  Calcutta  and  Seharun- 
poor,  India;  Mcmtserrat,  W.  I.;  Balize,  British  Hon- 
duras: Victoria,  British  Columbia;  San  Marcos,  and 
Chihuahua,  Mex. ;  London  and  Hull,  England,  and 
numerous  other  foreign  points.  There  are  Sanitar- 
iums established  for  the  exclusive  use  of  these 
remedies  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Paris,  Tex.,  and  San 
Francisco,  Cal.,  each  under  charge  of  a  graduated 
and  experienced  ph3'sician,  besides  several  private 
Sanitariums  throughout  the  United  States,  which 
have  adopted  these  remedies  with  most  satisfactory 
results. 

'  ARON  PRICKETT  is  engaged  in  farming 
on  his  own  place,  consisting  of  240  acres  of 
ll^  land,  located  on  sections  24  and  26,  Round 
GJrove  Township,  and  in  addition  is  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  Road  Commissioner  of  the 
township.  Mr.  Prickett  has  been  a  citizen  of  Liv- 
ingston County  since  1868,  at  which  time  he  re- 
moved here  from  LaSnIle  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Kendall  County,  111., 
Nov.  1 J,  1 83!),  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Rebecca 
Prickett,  who  died  in  Kendall  County,  III.,  when 
Aaron  was  quite  j'oung.     He  was  reared  upon  the 
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farm,  and  what  education  lie  obtained  was  in  the 
comnHin  schools  during  his  boylioo<l.  He  remained 
in  Kendall  County  until  the  spring  of  18lil,  when 
he  moved  to  Grundy  County,  and  began  farming 
on  his  own  account,  renting  land  for  ttiat  purpose. 
In  the  fail  of  lS(il,  however,  being  siezed  with  a 
desire  to  as.sist  his  country  in  the  troubles  which 
had  come  upon  it,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
crops  he  had  raised  .'uid  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
Union  sohliers.  In  September  he  enlisted  in  Cuni- 
pan_v  A,  Silth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  going  to  the 
front  remained  with  this  regiment  until  the  expiia- 
tion  of  its  three  years'  term  of  service,  when  with 
a  majority  of  its  members  he  rc-enlisted  as  a  vet- 
eran, for  the  war,  no  matter  how  long  its  duration 
might  be.  He  remained  in  the  service  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  was  honorably  mustered  out 
at  San  Antonio.  Tex.,  in  November,  186.5,  but  on 
•iccount  of  the  difHculty  in  supplying  their  places 
ill  that  section  i:)f  the  country  Avith  regular  troops, 
they  were  compelled  to  remain  until  January,  l.SlKi. 
lie  went  through  this  long  service,  participating  in 
all  the  marches,  engagements  and  skirmishes  with 
hi>  regiment,  without  receiving  a  single  injury. 

Upon  his  discharge  from  the  army  Mr.  Priekett 
returned  to  Kendall  County,  111.,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  time,  and  in  the  spring  of  186G  bought 
a  farm  in  LaSallc  County.  He  soon  disposed  of 
this  farm  and  purchased  another,  consisting  of  IGO 
acres,  which  he  managed  until  December,  18(18, 
when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  bought  HiO  acres  of  his  present  farm,  and 
h.is  since  resided.  He  has  added  to  his  original 
purcliase  until  he  now  owns  240  acres,  every  acre 
of  which  is  subject  to  cultivation,  and  he  has 
erected  thereon  good  buildings  and  made  other 
valuable  improvements. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1  SOT,  in  LnSalle  County, 
III.,  Mr.  I'rickctt  was  man'ied  to  Miss  Nancy  A. 
I'.agby,  who  was  born  in  Weils  County,  Ind.,  on 
the  lOlh  of  l-'obruary,  l«l-"'.  and  is  the  (liinglacr  of 
Klishaaud  Kebecca  JJagliy.  Ilir  iMlhiiilicil  in  La- 
Sallc County,  111.,  in,Augn>t,  IKCT.  mikI  her  mother^ 
in  luiliana,  in  I«K;.  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  I'jiikcU  have 
had  f<)Ur  children,  wlii^sc  n.nno  arc:  .Mary  K., 
.lames  K..  IvUvard  and  KIIm.  the  latter  two  being 
twins.       -Mr.   I'ri.-kelt    lias    held    lln'    olliee    of     U,,:u\ 


Connnissioner  since  April,  1882,  and  has  also  been 
Director  of  Schools.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  comrade 
of  Dwight  Post  No.  -224,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he 
is  a  st.-nx  h  Republican,  and  allows  no  occasion  to  go 
liv  in  which  he  can  further  the  interests  of  his 
[larty.  He  and  his  family  arc  held  in  high  esteem 
by  tlie  people  of  the  neighborhood  in  which   they 


x^^  M.  CYRUS,  publisher  and  proprietor  of  the 
[1^^  Weekly  Gazette. of  Pontiac,  is  a  native  of 
^^<7  the  State  of  Illinois,  having  been  born  at  Al- 
ton, Madison  County,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1854.  He  is  the  son  of  .John  M.  and  Adelia  (Gor- 
don) Cyrus,  who  had  a  famil3-  of  three  children, 
Josephine  L.,  William  Wirt  and  Charles  M.,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  survivor.  The 
mother,  together  with  Josephine  and  William,  died 
of  cholera  on  the  3d  of  Julj',  1854.  The  father 
was  again  united  in  marriage,  about  three  years 
later,  to  Miss  Amanda  Combs,  of  Irontou,  Ohio, and 
has  three  children  living  by  his  second  wife,  namely  : 
Edward  Everett,  Helen  M.  and  Ruth  Wescott,  the 
last  two  residing  in  Chicago;  Edward  is  married 
and  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  The  father  of  John 
M.  was  Matthew  Cyrus,  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
born  in  17112,  who  was  reared  in  Alabama,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming,  came  to  Illinois  and  settled 
in  Morgan  County,  afterward  lived  in  Jersey  Coun- 
t}',  and  then  moved  to  Litchfield,  Montgomery 
County,  where  he  kept  hotel  for  a  numl>er  of  years, 
and  died  in  1871.  For  some  years  he  served  in  the 
cai>acity  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Of  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  only  survivor 
is  John  M.,  who  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Illinois, 
where  he  canic  with  his  jjarents  when  a  small  boy. 
When  he  was  twenty-One  years  of  age,  he  taught 
school,  anil  about  the  year  1858  began  the  lum- 
bei'  trade  at  vMlon,  and  cmitinued  there  for  a  time, 
and  then  went  to  Cairo  and  engaged  in  the  lumber 
and  general  commission  business.  In  1865  he  went 
to  Chicago,  where  he  has  been  most  of  the  time  en- 
gaged in  the  connnission  business. 

('.  M.  CyiMis  began  learning  the  trade  of  a  prinlci' 
in    ISO  I,  at    Litchlield,  Montgomery   County.     In 
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1877  he  established  and  edited  the  D wight  Com- 
mereial,  published  at  Dwiaht,  111.,  and  ooiKlnctcil 
the  same  until  the  niontli  of  .liily,  ISSl.  In 
September  he  came  to  Pontiac  and  worked  in  tlie 
office  of  the  Sentinel  two  years,  and  in  1883  bcijan 
the  pnlilication  of  the  Pontiac  Weekly  Gazette, 
which  he  has  conducted  since  and  established 
upon  a  substantial  basis.  It  is  a  paper  lar<>ely  read 
bj'  the  people  of  Livingsl<in  and  adjoining  counties, 
and  wields  considerable  influence. 

INIr.  Cyrus  was  married,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1877,  to  Miss  Columbia  V.  K.  Frame,  daughter  of 
Elder  John  R.  Frame,  of  Eureka,  111.  They  have 
one  son,  named  J.  Howard.  Mr.  Cyrus'  paper  is 
independent  in  politics.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Christian  Church. 

lANSLAER  LaFAYETTE  HOLDRIDGE. 
The  best  information  which  can  be  ob- 
tained in  reference  to  the  Holdridge  family 
^©!  of  which  the  present  representative  in 
Saunemin  Township  is  one  of  the  most  worthy  de- 
scendants, is  that  several  generations  back  two 
brothers,  natives  of  Wales,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
first  settled  in  New  York.  From  them  sprang  all 
the  representatives  of  this  name  in  the  United 
States.  They  continued  in  New  England  tor  sev- 
eral generations,  and  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  with  others  of  the  name,  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  War  of  1812. 
He  spent  his  last  j'ears  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y., 
and  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-eight  years, 
having  sprung  from  a  race  of  people  of  excellent 
constitution,  and  generally  noted  for  longevity. 
He  married  and  became  the  parent  of  a  son,  Asa, 
the  father  of  our  subject.  A.sa  married  Miss  Polly 
Warren,  of  Portland,  Me.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  hi,<tory  was  born  in  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  29,  1829,  and  the  following  j'ear 
his  parents  migrated  to  Illinois,  making  the  entire 
distance  with  two  horses  and  a  wagon.  Thej'  had  then 
but  two  children,  our  subject  and  his  sister,  Clarinda 
A.,   and   their  road   nuich   of  the  way  lay  through 
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the  swamps,  over  a  corduroy  road,  and  in  a.  section 
I    of  country  very  thinly  settled.     They  camped  and 
1    cooked  by  the  wayside  and  slei)t   in    their   wagon, 
j    seldom    seeing   the  face   of  a  white  man,  and  only 
j    the    blue   smoke    of   an    occasional    cabin.     They 
reached  Chicago  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  start- 
ing and  about  the  10th  of  October,  when  the  agents 
of   the  Government   were  delivering  to  the  Indians 
their  stated  annuities. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  Chicago  fifty- 
seven  years  ago  bore  little  resemblance  to  the  city 
at  the  present  time.  There  was  but  one  frame 
dwelling,  and  altogether  little  to  indicate  that  it 
ever  would  l)e  the  metropolis  of  the  West.  The 
Iloldridges  tarried  here  three  days,  and  then  went 
[  into  LaSalle  County,  where  the  father  of  our  sub- 
I  ject  took  up  several  claims  and  waited  until  the  land 
office  was  opened  at  Galena  before  he  could  secure 
a  clear  title.  When  this  time  arrived  he  entered 
the  land  from  the  Government,  and  .set  about  its 
improvement  and  cultivation  amid  the  difficulties  of 
life  in  a  new  country. 

Asa  Holdridge  was  one  of  the  ])ioneers  of  LaSalle 

i    County,  and  lieing  a  man  of  great  enterprise  and 

industry,   also    progressive    and    intelligent    in   his 

i<leas,  ere  long  became  one  of  the  leading  citizens. 

He   was  instrumental    in   bringing  to   that  section 

many  of  the  families  who  were  mo.stty  concerned  in 

the  development  of  its  resources,  the  building  upt)f 

schools  and  churches,  and  all  the  other  in.stitutions 

so  essential  to  the  well-being  of  societj'.     In   the 

course  of  a  decade   the  struggling  communitj'  be- 

j   gan  to  assert  itself,  and  Mr.  Holdridge  was   chosen 

as   Supervisor   of  Eden  Township,  to  which  he  had 

come   before   its   organization.     He   also   held  the 

office  of  Justice  of  the   Peace    many   years.     The 

!    faithful    wife  and   mother  who  had    stood  by  the 

j    side  of  her  husband  through  his  toils  and  difficulties 

I   and  presided  with  dignity  over  his  household  affairs, 

rested   from    her  earthly   labors  in  October,  1854, 

and  the  father  followed  on   the    7th    of   October, 

j    1868.    They  spent  their  last  years  at  the  homestead 

which   they   had  labored  together  to  establish,  and 

their  names  are  held  in   grateful  remembrance    bj' 

those    to    whom  they  proved  ever  hospitable  and 

I   kind. 

I        Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  amid  the  pio- 
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aeer  sceues  of  LaSalle  Coiint3-,  and  as  soon  as  old 
enough  assisted  his  parents  and  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  suliscription  schools.  Although  there  could  be 
no  regular  school  system  as  at  the  present  day,  youug 
Holdridge.  being  fond  of  his  books  and  ambitious 
to  learn,  acquired  a  practical  education,  which  has 
served  him  well  all  through  life.  There  never  was 
a  time  when  he  considered  himself  loo  old  or  too 
wise  to  learn,  and  he  still  follows  the  habits  of  his 
earlj-  youth  in  availing  himself  of  the  useful  and 
instructive  reading  whicli  is  now  so  easily  obtained. 
He  consequently  has  become  well  informed,  and  his 
knowledge  has  not  only  enabled  him  to  pursue  his 
farming  operations  intelligently,  but  has  given  him 
a  good  position  among  the  progressive  men  around 
him. 

Mr.  Holdridge  when  twenty -five  ^-ears  of  age 
was  married,  in  LaSalle  County,  March  1,  I80.0,  to 
Miss  Hannah  .Simmons,  whose  family,  like  that  of 
his  own,  had  settled  in  LaSalle  Count}'  before  town- 
ship organization  had  been  effected.  Her  parents. 
Ira  and  .Susan  (Bowen)  Simmons,  had  come  to  the 
West  from  Ohio.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Jlrs.  Holdridge  five  are  now  living,  namely : 
Clarence  R.,  Harry  A.;  Lizzie,  the  wife  of  E.  J. 
.Scovel.  a  grain  merchant  of  Saunemiu;  Ira  G.  and 
Ward.  One  daughter.  Ella,  died  when  seventeen 
years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holdridge  continued 
to  reside  in  LaSalle  County,  where  our  subject  had 
purchased  a  farm  upon  which  he  operated  until 
1871.  Then,  finding  a  spot  in  this  countj-  wbicli 
appeared  to  him  more  desirable,  he  came  to  Saunemin 
Township  in  November,  1871,  and  took  pos.session 
of  his  present  farm,  which  is  located  on  section  14. 
Here  he  commenced  as  a  general  farmer,  and  of 
late  years  has  attained  quite  a  reputation  as  a  stock 
breeder.  During  tliese  years  he  has  been  adding 
gradually  to  his  real  estate,  and  now  in  Livingston 
Countv  alone  has  an  area  of  3,500  acres,  while  in 
Kankakee  he  owns  and  controls  a  stock  ranch  of 
COO  .acre.-,.  This  property  has  been  largely  accumu- 
lated through  his  own  sagacity  and  forethought, 
as  he  had  to  start  with  but  eight}'  acres,  which  had 
been  given  him  by  his  father  after  reaching  his 
majoril}'. 

The  home  farm  of  Mr.  Holdridge  is  supplied 
with  a   handsome  and  .■■ubstantial  set  of  buildings, 


which  with  their  surroundings  attract  the  admiring 
attention  both  of  people  in  that  section  and  the 
travelers  passing  through  it.  A  view  of  the  prem- 
ises is  given  in  this  volume.  His  live-stock  trans- 
actions aie  probably  larger  than  those  of  any  other 
man  in  the  county.  He  has  always  been  contented 
with  the  free  and  independent  life  of  an  Illinois 
farmer,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has  never  been 
backward  in  tendering  substantial  assistance  to 
those  enterprises  in  the  town  which  naturally  af- 
fected the  interest  of  the  people  around  him.  He 
has,  however,  steadily  declined  Ijecoming  an  otlice- 
holder,  although  solicited  to  accept  that  of  Repre- 
sentative, yet  he  is  a  warm  supporter  of  Republican 
principles,  and  willing  to  work  in  any  way  except 
that  which  would  interfere  with  his  unostentatious 
and  chosen  career.  The  home  and  business  inter- 
ests which  he  has  built  up  will  remain  as  a  monu- 
ment of  his  thrift  and  industry  long  after  he  has 
been  gathered  to  his  fathers,  and  men  will  relate  to 
their  sons  the  history  of  his  life  of  perseverance 
and  frugality  which  has  made  his  name  honored 
thonghout  Livingston  County,  and  the  portrait 
presented  in  this  connection  will  preserve  the  fea- 
tures of  the  man  who  has  done  so  much. 


^f]  ACOB  WAKEY,  a  native  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Prussia,  sought  the  New  World  and  a  home 
in  the  West  when  a  j'outh  of  sixteen  years, 
nhich  was  nearly  fifty  years  .ago.  He  is  now 
one  of  the  most  highly  respected  residents  of  Odell, 
to  which  he  retired  after  a  period  of  forty-nine 
years  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he 
built  up  a  good  home  and  secured  a  competency. 
He  is  a  substantial  and  reliable  citizen,  who  has 
pursued  his  course  in  life  without  ostentation,  and 
whose  word  is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 

Mr.  AVakey  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia, 
Ma}'  2,  1820,  and  was  the  fourth  child  of  Frederick 
and  Sophia  (Peters)  Wakey,  vvho  were  natives  of 
the  same  country  as  their  son,  and  followed  him  to 
the  United  States  about  two  years  after  his  ar- 
rival here.  They  landed  at  New  Orleans,  where  the 
mother  was  seized  with  a  fatal  illness  of  which  she 
died  a  short  tinie  afterward.  Frederick  Wakey 
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subsequently  joined  liis  sou  in  this  State  and  spent 
his  declining  years  in  LaSalle  Count}',  where  his 
death  look  place  about  1839.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  also  Frederick  Wakey,  spent 
his  entire  life  in  his  native  Prussia,  where  he  and  a 
long  line  of  his  ancestors  had  been  uniformly  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jacob  Peters,  aii  well  as 
all  the  other  male  members  of  both  families,  had 
given  several  years  of  his  youth  to  the  service  of 
the  German  Government  in  the  armj-.  Frederick 
Wakey  participated  in  the  revolution  during  which 
his  native  Kingdom  was  subjugated  bj-  the  First 
Napoleon,  and  received  a  sabre  cut  across  the  head 
which  nearlj'  cost  him  his  life. 

Mr.  Wakey,  our  subject,  in  common  with  the 
youth  of  his  native  countr}%  was  thoroughly  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools,  and  in  addition  to  the 
employments  of  the  farm,  became  familiar  with  the 
art  of  spinning.  He  remained  with  his  parents  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  his  native  country,  but  at  an 
early  age  began  laying  his  plans  for  tlie  future,  and 
was  stronglj'  desirous  of  something  better  than  the 
l)rospect  held  out  to  him  there.  Accordingly,  one 
morning  in  April,  1836,  he  bade  adieu  to  the 
friends  of  his  childhood,  and  boarding  a  sailing- 
vessel  at  Bremen,  moved  out  on  the  broad  ocean  to 
enter  upon  a  new  life  in  a  strange  countrj-.  After 
a  stormy  voyage  of  forty-six  da3-s  he  landed  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  was  joined  seven  da3's 
later  by  his  brother,  of  Washington,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  who  had  come  to  meet  him  and  welcome 
him  to  his  home.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  that 
State,  and  carried  on  farming  three  years  and  two 
mouths.  In  the  meantime,  his  brother  had  mi- 
grated to  the  West,  and  Jacob  followed  him  in  1841 , 
locating  first  upon  a  40-acre  tract  of  land  near  Ot- 
tawa, LaSalle  Countv,  which  he  had  purchased,  and 
where  he  had  cultivated  the  soil  until  having  an  op- 
portunitj'  to  sell  at  a  good  advance.  His  next 
purchase  was  eighty  acres  in  Bruce  Township,  where 
he  determined  to  establish  a  permanent  home. 
The  next  important  step  toward  the  consummation 
of  his  hopes  was  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1848,  his  chosen  bride  being  Miss 
pjliza  Jane  McQuaid,  who  was  then  a  resident  of 
LaSalle  County. 


Mrs.  Wakey  was  born  in  Clearfield  County,  Pa., 
April  25,  1828,  and  was  the  fifth  child  of  James 
and  Jane  (Ross)  McQuaid,  also  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  and  the  parents  of  five  children.  The 
father  died  in  Clearfield  County  about  1828,  and 
the  mother  subsequently  married  again,  and  came 
to  LaSalle  Count}-,  this  State,  with  her  second  fam- 
ily of  four  children.  Here  with  her  husband,  Isaac 
C'orle,  she  resided  on  a  farm,  where  our  subject 
made  the  acquaintance  of  his  future  wife,  and  where 
they  were  married.  Mr.  Wakey  and  his  young 
wife  continued  residents  of  LaSalle  County  until 
the  spring  of  1856,  when  selling  out,  they  removed 
across  the  Mississippi  to  a  point  near  Etna,  Scot- 
laud  Co.,  Mo.,  where  Mr.  Wakey  purchased  a  quar- 
ter section  of  wild  land.  They  began  housekeep- 
ing in  a  small  frame  structure  and  remained  resi- 
dents there  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  during  which 
time  our  subject  had  brought  about  man}- improve- 
ments, and  supplied  the  place  with  good  buildings. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  late  Rebellion,  our 
subject  formed  one  of  the  Home  Guards,  and  in 
July  following  was  mustered  iuto  a  cavalry  regi- 
ment of  the  regular  service,  whose  duty  was  to 
watch  the  bushwhackers.  Mr.  Wakey's  company 
was  in  active  duty  in  that  State  most  of  the  time 
during  the  war.  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Athens,  where  the  Union  troops  were  attacked  by 
the  rebel  General,  Greene.  Later  it  fought  at  the 
battle  of  Kirksville,  where  600  of  the  enemy  were 
laid  low.  Its  next  encounter  was  with  the  rebel 
General,  Marmaduke,  at  Cape  Girardeau,  who  was 
defeated  and  driven  out  of  that  part  of  the  State; 
this  occurred  in  April,  1863.  Mr.  Wakey  then,  on 
account  of  accumulated  years,  and  the  exposure 
and  hardship  to  which  he  had  been  subjected,  was 
given  his  honorable  discharge  and  returned  home. 
The  following  spring  he  resumed  his  farming  oper- 
ations, but  found  that  the  labor  was  beyond  his 
strength,  and  accordingly  sold  out  at  the  end  of 
the  season.  He  then  took  up  his  residence  in  La- 
Salle County,  Meriden  Township,  where  he  resided 
until  the  spring  of  1865.  Farm  life,  however,  had 
a  charm  for  him  which  he  could  not  resist,  and  he 
accordingly  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  near  the 
town  of  Meriden,  LaSalle  County,  upon  which  he 
commenced  farming  again  and  continued  two  years. 
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He  foiiiul,  however,  that  this  comparatively  small 
area  of  land  would  not  justify  him  in  attempting 
to  carry  <.>n  asrrieulture  in  that  section,  and  liy  the 
iirirent  advice  of  liis  cliildren  ami  friends,  who  en- 
deavored to  convince  him  that  he  had  labored  long 
enough,  l\e  sold  onl  once  more  and  came  to  this 
county.  Here  the  ruling  spirit  still  predominated, 
and  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land 
on  section  18.  in  Odell  Townshij).  His  health  now 
being  quite  recovered,  he  seemed  to  take  .a  new 
lease  of  life  and  purchased  the  remaining  quarter 
section  which  he  improved  and  occupied  foi'  a  \^o- 
riod  of  twenty  years.  Here  he  erected  a  fine  set 
of  frame  Iniildings  and  brought  the  land  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  now  felt  satisfied  witli 
wiiat  he  had  accomplished  in  life,  and  purchased  a 
home  in  Odell,  of  whicli  he  has  but  just  taken  pos- 
session (October,  1887),  and  where  he  proposes  to 
pass  tlie  balance  of  his  d.a^ys. 

■  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wakey  there  were  born  four 
children:  Lucy  Ann,  April  iS,  18-H);  Mary  Jane, 
Aug.  6,  1852:  Lorenzo  Dow,  Oct.  !),  1856,  and 
.lobn  Wesley,  Oct.  9,  1 85!».  The  three  eldest  were 
laid  aw.aj-  in  the  quiet  country  burying-ground  in 
their  childhood.  John,  the  only  survivor,  married 
Miss  Teresa  Dunham,  and  manages  the  home  farm. 
They  have  one  ciiild,  .lacob  A.,  who  was  born  June 
17.  1887.  and  took  the  prize  at  the  late  bab3'  show 
in  the  city  of  Odell.  Mr.  Wakey  and  his  son  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  our 
subject  has  served  as  Road  Commissioner  and 
•School  Director.  He  takes  a  lively  interest  in  pol- 
itics and  V(^tes  the  straight  Ilcpublican  ticket. 

As  a  representative  citizen.  Mi'.  Wakey's  por- 
trait is  entitled  to  a  jjlace  in  this  Ai.iuxr,  and  't 
may  therefore  lie  found  on  an  adjoining  page. 


■A.MK.S   HA.MILTO.X.   one   of   the  most  sub- 
stantial   farmers    and    rcJiMliic    residents  of 
Union  'J'ownship,  came    to    this    seclioij  of 
country   bringing  with   iiiiii    ail  the  substan- 
tial elements  of  his  excellent  Scotch  .ince^ti^-.      lli> 
life  has  been  soinewhat   varied,  and    in  this   ncies- 
«aril3^  l)rief  manner  we  give  its   principjd  incidents. 
.Mr.  Ilannllon   was   born  on  the  otiier  side  of  the 


Atlantic,  on  New  Year's  morning,  1833,  in  Lennox- 
shire,  Scotlaml,  which  had  been  the  home  of  his 
parents,  William  and  Jane  (Morrison)  Hamilton, 
since  they  began  life  together,  and  which  was  the 
birthplace  of  the  father.  The  parental  household 
included  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject  was 
the  fifth.  His  paternal  grandfather  had  also  been 
born  on  this  farm,  which  had  been  the  pro|ierty  of 
the  family  foi-  .several  generations,  while  the  male 
members  had,  almost  without  exception,  been  en- 
gaged in  .agricultural  pursuits.  William  Hamilton, 
when  about  twent3'-tlirec  years  of  .age,  parted  with 
his  possessions  in  Scotland  and  einigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, spending  six  years  in  the  Southern  States,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Scotland.  He  made  a  second 
trip  to  this  country,  lie  fin.ally  returned  to  his 
native  Isle,  where  he  was  nsarried  to  one  of  his 
childhood  associates,  and  remained  in  .Scotland  until 
1848,  when  he  once  more  sec  sail  for  America,  de- 
termined to  establish  a  permanent  home  for  him- 
self .and  his  family.  He  embarked  from  Glasgow 
on  the  15th  of  April,  on  board  the  sailing-vessel 
"Merlin,"  which  was  lost  with  all  on  board,  as  no  tid- 
ings of  it  were  ever  after  obtained.  One  year  later 
the  bereaved  wife  died  of  a  broken  heart,  and 
within  a  fortnight  two  of  the  children  followed 
their  mother  to  the  silent  land.  Six  children  were 
thus  left  orphaned,  and  of  these  five  are  still  living 
in  America.  The  other  four  are  recorded  as  fol- 
lows: Margaret  became  the  wife  of  John  W3dlie, 
who  was  formerlv  a  resident  of  Union  Township 
but  is  now  deceased :  she  still  resides  near  her 
brother,  our  subject.  Jeanette  is  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Allen,  a  pros|)erous  farmer  of  Peabody,  K.an. ;  Mary 
is  the  widow  of  the  late  James  Burnette,  and  is  also 
living  in  Kansas;  Lillie  married  John  Stewart,  who 
is  carrying  on  farming  near  Fowler  in  Southern 
Indi.Mua. 

After  the  loss  of  his  father  our  subject  continued 
In  his  native  shire  employed  at  farm  labor  until  he 
reached  his  majority.  Ills  earlj'  advantages  for 
(education  were  quite  limited,  being  conhned  to  the 
country  school,  in  which  he  spent  onl}'  a  short  time. 
Upon  bci-omiiig  old  enough  to  begin  to  Lay  his 
plans  for  the  future,  he  detei'mined  to  carry  out 
his  I'atherV  idea  in  regard  to  a  home  in  the  New 
Woild.  and  :iccordingly,  in  the  spring  of   1855,  set 
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sail  from  Glasgow  on  board  the  "Mary  Marross." 
Wlieu  near  the  banks  of  Xewfoundlanil  the  vessel 
(luring  a  thick  fog  collided  with  an  iceberg,  which 
at  once  destro3'ed  masts  and  rigging,  and  left  them 
almost  helpless  upon  the  face  of  the  deep,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  take  to  the  boats  and  row  away 
from  the  dismasted  vessel.  The  entire  voyage 
consumed  two  and  one-half  months,  and  upon 
reaching  New  York  Harbor  the}-  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted. Fortunately  no  lives  weie  lost,  although 
they  experienced  fearful  hardships  aud  privations. 

Mr.  Hamilton  now  set  out  for  friends  in  Canada, 
but  not  being  favorably  impressed  with  that  sec- 
tion of  country,  started  a  week  later  for  Illinois. 
He  first  took  up  his  residence  with  an  uncle  near 
Plaiutield,  and  afterward  commenced  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade  at  Piano,  111.  His  employer,  to 
whom  he  had  apprenticed  himself  two  ^ears,  now 
conclndetl  to  abandon  carpentering  and  take  up 
farming,  and  our  subject  agreed  to  go  with  him 
farther  west,  to  Kansas.  The  John  Brcjwu  troubles, 
however,  interfered  with  their  plans,  and  the}'  wisely 
concluded  that  it  would  be  safer  to  remain  this  side 
of  the  Mississippi.  Mr.  Hamilton  then  repaired  to 
Chicago  where  he  jiroposed  to  follow  his  trade,  but 
the  free  circulation  of  wild-cat  money  induced  him 
to  abandon  this  project  alsu,  and  going  down  tt) 
Tiskilwa,  Bureau  County,  he  engaged  one  season  in 
chopping  wood.  At  the  expiration  of  this  contract 
he  engaged  in  farming  in  La.Salle  County,  and  for 
three  or  four  years  thereafter  made  his  home  with 
his  brother-in-law,  John  Wyllie. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  notwithstanding  the  adage  that  "a 
rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss,"  had  managed  to  save 
a  little  sum  of  money,  which  he  now  decided  to  in- 
vest in  land.  Accordingly  in  the  fall  of  18C0  he 
came  to  this  county  and  purchased  eighty  acres 
from  Alexander  Cami)bell,  who  was  a  resident  of 
LaSalle  County.  He  now  began  in  earnest  the  cul- 
tivation and  improvement  of  his  purchase,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  a  lK>me  lietore  taking  upon  him- 
self the  responsibilities  of  a  family.  Nine  j-ears 
later,  on  the  i'.lth  of  December,  i.sG'.),  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ann,  j'oungest  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  JIary  (Walka)  Edgecoinb.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Edgecomb  were  of  English  birth  and  par- 
entage  and    imuiiniMted  to   Aineric.i  during-    their 


youth,  settling  first  in  Pennsylvania  and  afterward 
liecoming  residents  of  Peru,  LaSalle  County,  where 
Mrs.  Hamilton  was  born  Dec.  22,  1840.  Her  father 
hud  followed  farming  all  his  life  aud  spent  his  last 
years  .'it  the  homestead  which  he  had  Iniilt  up  in 
Peru,  his  death  taking  [ilacc  in  1 S  I',),  and  that  of 
the  mother  in  187G. 

I\Ir.  Hamilton  after  his  marriage  at  once  brought 
his  liridc  to  the  home  which  he  had  prepared  for 
her,  aud  wliere  they  have  since  lived  harmoniously 
together.  He  added  l)y  degrees  to  his  I'eal  estate 
until  he  was  at  one  time  the  owner  of  ;")2(!  acres. 
Later  he  commenced  selling  from  this  with  the  in- 
tention of  removing  to  another  part  of  the  country, 
but  subsequently  abandoned  tlie  idea.  He  has  now 
420  acres  under  a  flue  state  of  cultivation  and  em- 
bellished with  handsome  and  substantial  farm  build- 
ings, of  which  a  view  is  shown  in  this  connection. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  became  the  parents  of  an 
interesting  family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Willis,  who  was  born  Oct.  13,  1870; 
John,  Feb.  1.5,  1875;  Benjamin,  Nov.  3,  1880,  and 
Elizabeth,  May  2!),  1883.  In  1881  all  the  children 
they  then  had  were  stricken  down  with  diphtheria, 
aud  little  James  and  Mary  fell  victims  to  the  dread 
disease,  dying  within  nine  days  of  each  other. 
James  was  a  bright  lad  of  nine  years  and  Mary  had 
just  passed  her  fourth  birthdaj-;  the  othei's  were 
saved  only  by  superhuman  eft'oi'ts.  The  sorrowing- 
parents  in  their  dread  affliction  received  the  sj'm- 
pathy  of  the  entire  comnuinity.  The}-  were  more 
than  ordinarily  attached  to  their  little  ones,  and 
the  loss  of  two  of  these  at  once  was  to  them  a  most 
terrible  lilow.  Those  surviving  remain  at  honie 
with  their  parents  and  foini  a .  remarkably  bright 
and  intelligent  faniil}'  group.  They  are  being  care- 
fully trained  and  well  educated  and  fitted  for  the 
station  in  life  which  they  will  occap3''as  the  offsi)ring 
of  citizens  held  in  universal  respect. 

Mr.  Hamilton  has  been  quite  prominent  in  mat- 
ters concerning  the  best  interests  of  his  communit}-, 
serving  as  School  Trustee  and  Road  Conunissioner 
several  years,  and  has  represented  Union  Townshii) 
in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  two  terms.  In 
his  district  he  has  ofliciated  as  Director  for  a  long 
period.  As  the  years  advance  he  finds  he  is  losing 
his  active  interest   in  politics.     He  forsook  the  He- 
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publican  party  several  .year?  ago,  and  since  then 
has  given  his  support  to  the  Greenback  element. 
Although  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  arc  not  identified 
with  any  religions  organization,  they  realize  the 
important  intluences  of  Ciirislianity  upon  a  com- 
munity, and  give  their  support  to  that  element  as 
well  as  to  all  otliers  tending  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 


m 


^  08EPII  S.  THOMAS.  This  gentleman  comes 
of  a  family  celebrated  for  the  longevit}'  and 
stature  attained  by  its  members.  The  ages 
of  some  of  the  ancestors  have  averaged  one 
hundred  and  three  jears,  and  several  of  them  were 
veritable  giants.  Great  longevity  and  immense 
stature  indicate  a  race  of  men  of  nearlj'  physical 
perfection.  The  ancestors  of  Mr.  Thomas  were 
men  and  women  who  were  leaders  in  their  day  and 
generation,  and  attained  to  prominence  in  whatever 
field  in  the  vineyard  of  life  the}-  elected  to  work. 

Mr.  Thomas,  who  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
and  owns  over  200  .acres  of  land,  Ij'ing  in  Eppard's 
Point.  Avoca  and  Owego  Townships,  is  a  native  of 
Madison  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  the 
14th  of  August.  18.31.  He  is  the  son  of  Rev.  .Jo- 
seph and  .Sarah  Ann  (Price)  Thomas,  the  former  of 
whom,  the  son  of  Griffith  and  Mary  (Williams) 
Thomas,  w.as  born  in  Grayson  County,  Xn.,  and 
claims  the  relationship  of  first  cousin  of  .Jefferson 
Davis.  Mary  Williams  was  the  dangiiter  of  Col. 
John  Williams,  of  Revolutionary  War  celebrity, 
and  a  man  whf)  lived  to  be  one  hundred  and  nine 
years,  nine  months  and  seventeen  da3's  old,  and  re- 
tained his  reason  until  the  last  moment.  He  was 
six  feet  two  inches  in  heigiit,  and  weighed  225 
pounds.  During  his  life  he  was  a  leader  among 
men,  alw.ays  standing  at  the  front  of  an}-  enterprise 
in  which  lie  might  be  engaged,  lie  was  born  of 
Welsh  descent,  and  died  in  Madison  County,  Ohio. 
He  was  the  father  of  a  large  family  of  children,  the 
ages  of  whom  averaged  one  luindred  and  three 
years  at  theii'  death.  The}-  were  niemlicrs  of  the 
Quaker  Society,  and  the  f.athcr  of  our  snl)jecl  was 
reared  in  that  faith,  but  afterward  liecame  a  mem- 
ber <>f  the  Christian  Church. 

To  the  parents  uf  .\Ii-,   Tliumas  wure   born    twelve 


children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  James  W. 
is  married,  has  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  at  Cherry  Vale,  Kan. ;  Joseph  8., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Cicero  F.  is  married,  has 
a  small  famil}-.  and  is  a  successful  farmer  in  Indi- 
ana, worth  about  $2.5,000;  Yensi  was  the  wife  of 
Warren  Chanilierlain,  and  died,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren; Griffith  was  killed  by  guerrillas  in  Kentucky 
while  serving  in  the  Union  army,  and  left  a  wife 
and  one  child ;  Ann  M.  is  the  wife  of  John  A. 
Thomas,  a  dealer  in  farm  implements  and  hardware 
in  Jasper  County,  Ind. ;  Sarah  C.  is  the  wife  of 
Harvey  Hillis,  whc)  died  in  Indiana;  Mary  was 
burned  to  death  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  John  P. 
was  born  in  Indiana,  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren;  Charles  w.as  in  an  Indiana  cavalry  regiment 
during  the  war  for  four  years;  soon  after  his  return 
from  the  war  he  was  married,  and  his  death  was 
caused  l)y  an  accident  with  a  threshing-machine. 
Lydia  J.  is  the  wife  of  Milo  Gilkerson.  of  Kanka- 
kee, and  has  three  children ;  Emma  was  the  wife  of 
Austin  Cotton,  whose  death  was  caused  by  ex- 
posure. 

Mr.  Thomas'  father  died  in  1  s73  in  Livingston 
County,  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  Ively  Pills- 
bury  farm.  He  was  a  minister  in  -the  Christian 
Church  forty-nine  years,  beginning  when  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  had  lived  in  various 
States,  moving  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  in  18.51,  and 
thence  to  Illinois  in  186.S,  having  buried  his  wife  in 
Indiana  in  18(12;  their  remains  are  buried  side  by 
side. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  married,  f)n  the  4tli  of  July, 
1 865,  to  Martha  M.  Houder,  ^vho  was  born  Sept. 
1(1,  1833,  in  Montgomery  County,  Ohio,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  (Kertz)  Hou- 
der, who  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Ephraim,  in  Eppard's  Point 
Township;  David,  in  Pontiac;  Nancy,  in  Ohio,  and 
Mrs.  Thomas.  Mrs  Thomas  had  four  brothers  in 
the  late  war,  two  of  whom  were  killed  in  battle  and 
one  died  in  prison ;  Ephraim  alone  returned.  To 
Mv.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  five  children  have  beenliorn: 
.Icnnie  Almeda,  May  20,  1866;  Ulysses  S.,  Nov. 
i:),  IHilT;  .MoUie  A.,  Nov.  18,  1870;  Cicero  L., 
Oct.  17,  l«7;i,  and  Manette,  April  25,  1876.  Their 
chlesl  son  was  in  the  Cluitsworth  disaster,  but   fort- 
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unatelj'  came  out  unhiiruied.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  are  mem  Iters  of  the  Christian  Church,  in 
which  he  holds  the  position  of  Cleric.  They  are 
both  respected  members  of  soeietj-,  and  the  family 
enjoys  the  esteem  of  all  their  neigh  liors. 

We  are  pleased  to  present  on  an  adjoining  page  a 
view  of  Mr.  Thomas'  residence  and  its  sui'- 
roundings. 


(S  l>;ILLIAiM  NORMAN,  an  esteemed  and  re- 
\^/l  spected  resident  of  Saunemin  Township,  is 
\yNy  -I  native  of  Cauibridgeshire,  England,  where 
he  was  born  on  the  2d  of  February,  1816.  He  is 
the  son  of  James  and  Mary  A.  Norman,  both  of 
whom  were  also  natives  of  England. 

Sir.  Norman  was  married  in  England  on  the  30th 
of  December,  1840,  the  lady  whom  he  chose  for  a 
wife  being  Miss  Mary  A.  Sharp,  who  was  born  on 
the  1st  of  Blay.  1820.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  Sarah  Sharp,  both  of  wdiom  were  natives 
of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norman  have  had  born 
to  them  twelve  children,  of  whom  eight  survive — 
George  W.,  Sarah  E.,  Mary  J.,  Thomas  P.,  Robert 
J.,  Rachel  N.,  John  J.  and  Henry  G.  George  W.  was 
born  Nov.  19,  184.5,  and  now  resides  in  Colorado; 
Sarah  E.  was  born  Oct.  4,  1847,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Smith,  of  Saunemin  Township;  Mary  J. 
was  born  Nov.  12,  1850,  and  is  the  wife  of  A.  J. 
Gurdon,of  D wight  Township;  Thomas  P.  was  born 
Nov.  29,  1853,  and  resides  in  Saunemin  Township; 
Robert  J.  was  born  June  28,  1856,  and  resides  in 
Dakota ;  Rachel  N.  was  born  Oct.  1 C,  1 858,  and  is  the 
wife  of  A.  J.  Evans,  of  Saunemin:  John  J.  was 
born  March  15,  1861,  and  lives  in  Saunemin,  and 
Henry  G.,  born  Dec.  30,  1863.  The  names  of  the 
deceased  were  James  L.,  Jeremiah  J.  and  Caroline 
A.;  one  died  in  infanc}"  unnamed. 

In  1852,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  Mr. 
Norman  immigrated  to  America,  taking  passage  at 
Liverpool,  and  after  a  voyage  of  ten  weeks  landed 
in  New  Orleans.  From  that  cit}'  he  came  direct  to 
Marshall  Count}-,  111.,  where  he  engaged  for  manj' 
years  in  manufacturing  brick  and  cultivating  a 
farm.  In  the  spring  of  1878  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  settled  on  section  29,  Saunemin  Tuwii- 


ship,  on  the  80-acre  farm  upon  which  he  now  re- 
sides. When  he  arrived  in  Marshall  County  he  not 
only  had  no  cash  but  was  indebted  in  the  sum  of 
Si  1.  He  inmiediately  went  to  work,  and  in  a  short 
time  liquidated  this  indebtedness  and  began  to 
gather  a  nucleus  for  his  after  prosperity.  Mrs.  Nor- 
man is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  the}^ 
are  both  respected  members  of  society.  Mr.  Nor- 
man is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been  fre- 
quently solicited  to  discharge  the  duties  of  various 
township  offices,  but  has  invariably  declined.  He 
is  modest  and  unassuming  in  his  nature,  and  has 
never  had  any  taste  whatever  for  office-getting. 
He  and  his  wife  are  now  in  their  declining  years, 
and  have  provided  themselves  so  that  their  remain- 
ing daj's  may  be  spent  in  comparative  ease  and 
comfort. 

Thomas  P.  Norman,  a  farmer  of  Saunemin 
Township,  is  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  A.  Nor- 
man, and  was  born  and  reared  in  Marshall  County, 
where  he  received  a  fair  common-school  education, 
and  has  always  resided  ;  he  has  always  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  manufacturing  brick.  On  the  2d 
of  January,  1876,  he  w.is  married  to  Miss  Abbie 
Scott,  who  vvas  born  on  the  7th  of  March,  1850,  in 
Grundy  County,  111.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel and  Mar}'  A.  Scott,  natives  of  Penns3'lvania 
and  Indiana  respectively.  Two  children  liave  been 
the  result  of  this  marriage,  namely:  Laura  I.,  who 
was  born  Sept.  23,  1882,  and  Genova,  who  was  born 
July  22,  1879,  and  died  Sept.  23,  1883.  Thomas 
Norman  owns  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  and  in 
the  cultivation  of  it  has  been  quite  successful.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  supports  his  party 
with  enthusiasm  upon  all  occasions  where  he  can 
assist  in  attaining  success.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church  and  are  regular 
in  their  attendance  and  liberal  in  support. 


<^  OHN  PRITCHARl),  now  a  resident  of  Sau- 
nemin Township,  is  a  native  of  Wales,  in 
which  country  he  resided  until  twenty -eight 
years  of  age.  He  was  born  on  the  7th  of 
October.  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Guine 
Pritchard.   tlie   fi)rmcr  a   native   of    Wales,   but   of 
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Scotch  ;uicestrv,  as  was  also  the  mother.  To  the 
parents  were  born  six  children,  named:  Margaret, 
William,  Eleiuuir,  David,  John  and  Thomas.  The 
I'ritehard  family  are  all  long-lived  peoi)le,  the 
father  having  reached  eighty-five  years  and  the 
mother  ninetj'  j'ears. 

Onr  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
country,  where  he  was  given  but  a  meager  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  that  day.  In  1860  he  con- 
cluded to  transfer  his  place  of  residence  from  the 
country  of  his  birth  to  the  United  States,  and  taking 
p!iss;ige  on  the  steamship  '-City  of  Washington,"  at 
Liverpool,  he  landed  at  Castle  Garden,  N.  Y.,  after 
a  stormy  voyage  of  two  weeks  across  the  oican. 
From  New  York  he  proceeded  directly  to  Dcla  ware 
County,  Ohii.1,  and  there  remained  for  severi  years, 
being  employed  as  a  farm  hand  and  performing 
such  other  kinds  of  work  as  he  was  able  to  secure. 
Thence  he  came  to  Illinois,  where  he  remained  a 
resident  of  LaSalle  County  for  a  -luirt  time  and 
then  came  to  Livingston  County.  His  stay  in  this 
county  was  but  tenii)orary,  and  in  I.^tiS  he  moved 
to  tlie  .State  of  Missouri. 

On  the  od  of  Octobei-,  1S72.  while  living  in  Mis- 
souri, Mr.  I'ritehard  wa-  inarricd  to  Mary  M.  Mil- 
ler, a  native  of  Fennsyh  aula,  who  was  born  on  the 
:il~t  of  NuM-mlier,  Isi.'jt.  To  tlicm  were  born 
seven  children,  whose  record  is  as  follows:  John  L. 
was  born  Sept.  23,  1873;  Margaret  K.,  Jan.  9, 
1.S7G;  David  J.,  April  12.  1878;  William  C,  Feb. 
II,  18»();  Franklin  T.,  Feb.  20,  1882;  Mary  J., 
Oct.  17,  1884,  and  L:ivinia  M..  Sept.  25,  1886. 
Sliortly  after  marriage,  Mr.  Tritchard  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County  and  settled  on  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides,  on  tiie  \ermilion  River.  Ilis  lirst 
pnrcluise  of  hind  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  to  which 
he  subsequently  added  iihlil  he  now  has  a  farm  of 
160  aci-es,  which  is  n  in<j'lcl  in  all  its  appointments 
.■uid  equipments.  \\  lien  he  liecaiiie  possessed  of 
thi-  laml  tliei'e  had  praclic.-illy  nc\er  iieeii  .-iiiy  iin- 
provenienls  made  upon  it,  noi'  any  culllxatioii  at- 
tempti.-d. 

On  the  l.;ih  of  Octoljcr,  I.S.SO,  Mis.  I'litchanl 
died  after  a  >liiirl  illness.  She  was  a  woman  who 
had  endeared  herself  by  her  many  good  qualities  of 
head  .•iiid  heart,  to  all  who  knew  her,  and  her  loss, 
l(oih  to  the  family  and  the  community,  is  sincerely 


mourned.  ]\Ir.  Pritchard  is  a  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  which  he  has  served  in  the  capacity 
of  Deactin.  and  is  also  Superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school. Me  is  a  Hepnblican  in  polities,  although 
he  does  not  take  an  active  part  in  political  matters. 
He  has  never  been  an  oflice-seeker,  Imt  on  the  cou- 
traiy  has  declined  political  perferment  when  ten- 
<lered  h\  his  friends. 


-^ *#3"l|:' ^- 

\y(OHN  STLDLEY,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
is  engaged  in  farming  on  section  1."!,  Round 
Grove  Township,  where  he  is  the  possessor 
of  240  acres  of  land  eligibly  located,  and 
very  productive.  Mr.  Studley's  parents  were  Ben- 
jamin and  Mary  (Titt)  8tudle\-,  who  were  natives 
of  England,  where  they  spent  their  entire  lives. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  sixth. 

John  Studley  was  born  in  England  on  the  9th  of 
December,    1844,  and   was   reared    on  a  farm   till 

i  about  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Canada 
where  he  lived  about  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  engaged  in  farm  work 
ill  Kendall  County  until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston C^ounty  and  settled  in  Round  Grove  Town- 
ship, where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on 
section  1.1.  During  his  residence  on  this  farm  he 
has  made  nianj'  improvements,  including  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fine  set  t)f  buildings.  He  has  added,  by 
subsequent  purchases,  to  this  farm  until  it  consists 
of  240  acres,  and  in  addition  to  this  he  owns  160 
acres  in  Kankakee  County,  111.,  making  him  the 
owner  of  a  total  of  400  ;icres  of  Illinois  lands,  a 
possession  of  which  any  man  may  well  be  proud. 

In  Kankakee  County,  111,  on  the  7tli  of  March, 
1872,  Mr.  Studley  was  married  to  Luc}'  Patchett, 
daughter  of  Paddison  and  Martha  (Duddles) 
P;itcliett,  who  are  residents  of  that  county.  They 
hine  n  family  of  seven  children  living,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Studley  is  the  eldest.  She  was  born  in  En- 
gliiiid,  Fell,  l.j,  18."i2,  and  w;is  about  six  years  old 
when  she  accomiianied  her  parents  to  America. 
.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Studley  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren,   whose    names    are     as    follows:    Martha    M., 

(    (Jeorge  \V.,  Laura  L.,  Alice  E.,  Phu'be  A.,  Bertha   ^  ' 
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L.  and  John  II.  Mr.  Stiulley  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Eepuljlioan  ]iarty,  liiit  of  late  years 
has  earnestly  co-operated  with  the  Prohibition 
party  in  its  efforts  to  destroy  the  great  curse  of  the 
nation,  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors.  He  has  always  manifested  a  lively  interest 
ill  educational  matters,  and  for  a  considerable  time 
was  enabled  to  put  into  practice  bis  theories  re- 
garding the  conduct  of  schools,  while  serving  in  the 
capacity  of  School  Director. 

Our  subject  and  his  excellent  wife  arc  members 
of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  and  take  a 
lively  interest  in  the  affairs  of  that  organization. 
They  give  hearty  and  substantial  encourage- 
ment to  all  movements  which  have  for  their  aim 
the  dissemination  of  religious,  moral  and  temper- 
ance truths  The  family  enjoy  the  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  all  the  people  of  the  conununity. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  of  this  section 
of  country  we  present  on  an  adjoining  page  a  view 
of  Mr.  Studley's  homestead. 

--^ #^| 


\f  OHN  WYLLIE,  who  was  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  11,  Union  Township,  was 
born  near  Kilmarnock,  Scotland,  on  the  11th 
of  December,  1811,  and  died  on  the  2yth  of 
December,  1873,  at  the  ])resent  residence  of  his 
widow.  He  was  third  in  a  family  of  five  children 
born  to  William  and  Jane  Wyllie,  who  were  also 
natives  of  Scotland,  where  they  spent  their  entire 
lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm  life 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twenty -two  he  and  a  brother  embarked  for  Amer- 
ica to  find  a  home  in  the  New  World,  and  landing 
at  Ne«  York  he  remained  a  short  time,  and  then 
came  to  the  AVest.  He  first  settled  at  Galena,  where 
he  engaged  in  work  at  tiie  lead  mines,  remaining 
for  several  years,  and  then  came  t(j  Peru,  LaSalle 
Countj',  where  he  formed  a  partnership  'in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  business,  which  he  followed  for 
several  years  with  indifferent  success.  He  then  sold 
out  and  bought  a  farm  of  eight}'  acres,  which  he  set 
about  improving.  His  partner  in  business  robbed 
him  and    tied    to    Canada,    leaving    him    to    bear 


the  burden  of    the  debt,  and  during  the  next  few 
years  his  progress  was  slow  and  laborious. 

In  1848  Mr.  Wyllie  joined  a  company  (if  specu- 
lators to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the  gold  fielils  of 
California.  Crossing  the  iilains  with  ox-teams,  they 
spent  more  tlian  three  months  in  reaching  the  gold 
mines  near  Sacramento,  where  he  engaged  in  min- 
ing and  prospecting,  and  was  reasonably  prosper- 
ous. After  remaining  two  3'ears  he  concluded  to 
return,  but  the  mountains  being  infested  with  iiigli- 
wa^ymen,  which  made  the  trip  overland  very  dan- 
gerous, he  came  by  water,  crossing  the  Isthmus, 
touching  at  Cuba,  and  tlieii  .'Udiind  the  coast  to  New 
York,  and  across  the  country  to  his  home  iu  LaSalle, 
III.  Upon  his  arrival  he  bought  160  acres  more 
land,  and  began  to  push  his  farming  interests  with 
renewed  vigor,  and  prosjjerity  began  to  smile  upon 
him.  In  1860  he  began  to  invest  in  wild  land  in 
Liviugstdu  Countj^  and  bought  and  sold  several 
times  on  speculation,  but  soon  saw  the  indications 
of  progress,  and  began  to  select  the  finest  tracks  he 
could  secure  for  his  own  future  use.  Soon  after 
his  return  from  California  he  made  a  visit  to  his  old 
home  in  Scotland. 
■  On  the  I'Tth  of  January.  I«."i7,  Mr.  Wyllie  was 
married  to  Margaret  Hamilton,  who  was  burn  in 
Scotland  on  the  1st  of  January,  is;37,  and  was  the 
fifth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to  William 
and  Jane  (Morrison)  Hamilton,  whose  history  ap- 
pears in  connection  with  the  biography  of  their  son 
James  in  this  Albim.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyllie  remained 
in  LaSalle  County  until  1866.  and  then  came  to 
Livingston  County,  and  settled  on  tlie  farm  the 
widow  now  occupies.  He  sold  his  farm  in  LaSalle 
County,  and  improved  his  estate  iu  Livingston 
County  until  he  owned  1,140  acres  of  as  fine  land 
as  lies  in  the. county.  The  palatial  residence  and 
commodious  barns  are  indicative  of  bis  thrift,  as 
well  as  of  the  progress  made  in  the  style  of  architect- 
ure in  this  section  of  countrj'.  On  an  adjoining 
page  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Wyllie's  handsome 
homestead.  All  the  land  he  purchased  he  at  once 
put  under  cultivation,  and  built  upon  it,  thus  gain- 
ing all  the  advantages  of  progress  as  well  as  develop- 
ment. In  1873  he  made  another  visit  to  his  old 
home  in  Scotland,  and  returned  to  die  in  a  short 
time  afterward.  He  liad  been  a  strong  and  hearty 
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man  all  his  life,  but  somewhat  subject  to  attacks 
of  pleurisy,  one  of  which  at  last  caused  his  death. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  served  as  Trustee,  and  was  an  active  man 
in  politics,  giving  his  life-long  support  to  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  frequently  held  the  various  town- 
ship oltices.  such  as  Director,  Trustee,  Commissioner, 
etc. 

Mr.  Wyllie  was  the  father  of  six  children,  five  uf 
whom  are  living — William,  John,  James,  Jane  and 
David.  3Iary  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and 
eight  months:  James  married  Jessie  IMeCloud,  and 
lives  on  section  1.  Union  Township;  Jane  married 
Peter  Fotheringham,  and  lives  in  Union  Township, 
while  the  others  reside  at  home  with  their  mother, 
who  is  educating  them  to  the  best  of  her  ability. 
She  is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  is  an  energetic  lady,  devoting  her  time  to  her 
familj-  and  the  admirable  farm  on  which  she  lives. 
In  1886  she  returned  to  her  old  home  in  Scotland 
on  a  visit,  and  remained  three  mouths  among  the 
scenery  of  the  mountains.  During  his  life  Mr.  Wyllie 
■was  specially  noted  for  his  thrift  and  enterprise,  and 
good  judgment  in  all  business  transactions,  and  his 
accumulations  are  sufficient  to  make  his  family 
comfortable  during  their  days.  Mrs.  Wyllie  is 
high!}'  esteemed  by  all  who  have  the  honor  of  her 
acquaintance,  and  while  giving  her  time  and  atten- 
tion to  the  care  of  her  familj^,  she  gives  with  a  will- 
ing hand  and  ready  purse  to  all  deserving  [leople 
whose  circumstances  make  it  necessary  to  depend 
upon  the  charities  of  the  world. 


RS.  MARTHA  R.  FOX,  widow  of  the  late 
Aliraham  Fox,  of  Round  Grove  Township, 
was  born  in  County-  Tyrone,  Ireland,  Aug. 
14.  lH4o.  She  came  to  America  with  her 
parents.  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Arnold)  JlcCunc, 
when  a  young  girl,  and  is  now  one  of  the  most 
highh-  respected  ladies  of  iici-  cononiniity.  She  oc- 
cn]jies  a  good  farm  on  .-cciion  l'O. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Fox  were  al^-o  of  Irihh  birlh 
and  ancestry,  and  u|)on  reaching  America  settled 
in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  but  not  long  afterward 
removed  to  Hehnont  County,  whence  two  years 
later  they    migrated    to    the  Wist.      Upon  reaching 


Illinois  tiiey  located  in  Christian  County,  and  three 
years  later  removed  to  Pike  Township,  this  countj-, 
whore  they  remained  until  becoming  members  of 
the  household  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Fox.  Here 
the  father  died  on  the  23d  of  August,  1885,  when 
about  eighty-one  .years  of  age.  The  mother  is  still 
living  and  is  also  well  stricken  in  years,  being  eighty- 
five  years  old  April  21.  Their  household  included 
three  children  only,  all  of  whom  lived  to  maturit}\ 
Mary  A.  became  the  wife  of  Thaddeus  Orr,  and 
died  in  Christian  County  some  years  since;  Martha 
R. ;  Joseph  A.  during  the  late  war  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  30th  Ohio  Infantiy,  and  was  killed  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  Md.  He  was  a 
bright  and  promising  3'oung  man,  and  among  the 
first  of  those  who  responded  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teer troops. 

Mrs.  Fox  came  to  this  county  with  her  parents 
in  March,  1866,  and  remained  under  the  home 
roof  until  her  marriage.  She  had  been  well  edu- 
cated and  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  some  years. 
Her  union  with  Abraham  Fox  took  place  at  the 
home  of  her  parents  in  Pike  Township,  Nov.  15, 
1866.  Mr.  Fox  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and 
immigrated  to  the  United  States  when  nineteen 
years  of  age.  He  first  located  in  New  Jersey, 
whence  he  came  to  Peoria,  this  State,  and  from 
there  to  this  county,  locating  in  Pike  Township 
during  its  early  settlement.  After  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  Rebellion  he  enlisted,  in  the  fall  of  1861, 
in  Company  I,  47th  Illinois  Infantrj',  and'served  as 
a  Union  soldier  three  years.  Although  escaping 
wounds  and  capture,  the  privations  and  hardships 
which  he  endured  undermined  his  health,  and  he 
never  regained  his  former  strength  and  vitality. 
His  marriage  took  place  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  the  j'oung  people  commenced  life  together  in 
Pike  Township,  where  they  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1883,  Mr.  Fox  being  mostly  engaged  in 
farming.  At  the  date  mentioned  he  removed  with 
iiis  family  to  Round  Grove  Township,  where  his 
death  took  place  on  the  6th  of  August  following. 
He  is  remembered  as  a  good  man  of  kiudl3'  im- 
pulses, and  he  lived  the  life  of  a  quiet  and  unob- 
trusive citizen,  devoted  to  his  family  and  oblig- 
ing to  his  friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.    l'"ox    became    the   parents  of  live 
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children,  namely :  George,  Joseph  R.,  Margaret, 
Mary  A.  and  Martha  L.  They  are  of  great  as- 
sistance to  their  mother  in  the  management  of  the 
honiesteafl,andare  being  edncated  in  a  manner  be- 
coming their  station  in  life.  Mr.  Fox  was  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  MethodLst  Episcopal 
Church,  and  to  this  Mrs.  Fox  also  belongs,  together 
with  her  three  daughters. 


ORENZO  B.  DOMINY.  No  well-regulated 
town  of  any  pretentions  can  get  along  \'er3' 
ell  without  a  banking  institution,  foi'  sev- 
eral reasons,  among  which  are,  a  place  of  .safe  de- 
posit for  the  surplus  sums  of  monej"  which,  in  the 
regular  coiu-se  of  business,  must  accumulate  in  a 
community :  facilities  for  issuing  bills  of  exchange 
on  other  points  for  the  accommodation  of  business 
men,  and  above  all,  to  loan  money  in  times  of  com- 
mercial emergency  with  which  business  men  may 
bridge  over  little  chasms  or  enlarge  their  transac- 
tions commensurate  with  the  demands  upon  them. 
Confidence  and  capital  are  the  two  great  requisites 
demanded  of  a  bank,  and  the  firm  of  Beach  &  Dom- 
iny,  of  Fairbury,  has  an  abundance  of  each.  The 
subject  of  ttiis  sketch  is  the  junior  member  of  this 
firm  of  bankers.  He  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
Ohio,  in  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Ezra  and  Hester  A. 
(Beach)  Dominy,  who  were  liatives  of  Ohio.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  on  the 
3d  of  July,  1846,  while  the  mother  followed  him  a 
few  days  after.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
their  only  child. 

Mr.  Dominy  was  married  to  MissPhcebe  A.  Curl, 
in  December,  186.5.  She  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  in  1844,  and  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Lavinia  Curl.  Her  father  is  dead,  but  the 
mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  Dominy  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1855,  locating  in  Indian  Grove  Township; 
his  education  was  received  in  the  common  schools 
and  he  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  he 
was  twenty -six  j-ears  of  age.  In  1870  he  began  his 
business  career  with  Mr.  Beach  as  a  hardware  mer- 
chant, which  he  continued  for  three  and  one-half 
years,   when  he  disposed   of  his    interests,   and   in 


1874  entered  the  banking  firm  of  Bartlelt,  Beach  & 
Dominy,  which  continued  for  four  years  under  that 
firm  name,  when  Mr.  Bartlett's  health  failed  and  he 
sold  his  interest  to  Beach  &  Dominy,  who  became 
the  owners  of  the  bank.  At  the  time  this  sketch  is 
written  the  firm  is  erecting  an  elegant  banking 
house  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Third  streets,  in 
Fairbury.  Mr.  Dominy  is  the  owner  of  1.200  acres 
of  most  excellent  land  in  Livingston  County,  and 
his  residence  is  credited  with  being  one  of  the  fin- 
est buildings  in  Fairbury. 

IMr.  and  Mrs.  Dominy  are  the  i)arents  of  foin- 
children:  Jennie  and  Jessie,  twins;  Lizzie  Fern,  and 
one  who  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  Dominy  is  the  Su- 
pervisor for  Indian  Grove  Township,  and  was  elected 
by  the  people  regardless  of  political  questions. 
He  has  acted  for  ten  years  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  and  for  three  terras  has  been  President  of 
the  Board.  He  is  a  vei'y  ardent  Republican  and 
makes  his  influence  felt  for  that  party  in  every 
political  campaign.  He  is  a  shrewd  and  energetic 
business  man,  possessing  a  proper  degree  of  con- 
servatism to  make  him  a  safe  and  reliable  b.anker. 
His  succe.ss  in  life  is  largely  due  to  his  individual 
efforts,  and  he  is  a  fair  illustration  of  what  a  man 
can  accomplish  through  industry,  prudence  and 
economy- 

yREDERIC  FALTER,  a  prosjjerous  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  seftion  13, 
Broughton  Town.ship,  is  the  son  of  Lewis, 
Sr.,  and  Gertrude  (Lukam)  Falter,  and  was  l)orn  in 
Ilesse-Darmstadt,  March  2(),  1841.  When  lie  was 
about  four  years  old  his  parents  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  in  Franklin  County,  Ohio,  wlicre  our 
subject  received  a  common-school  education,  and 
served  an  apprenticeshii)of  three  years  at  the  black- 
smith's trade. 

Mr.  Falter  had  barely  reached  his  majority  when 
the  Civil  War  broke  out,  and  he  responded  promptly 
to  the  call  of  duty  in  the  service  of  his  adopted 
country.  In  1802  he  enlisted  in  the  18th  Ohio 
Infantry,  and  upon  reaching  the  front  he  w.as  de- 
tailed to  do  blacksmithing.  After  serving  in  the 
arm}-  about  eighteen  months  he  was  discharged  on 
account  of  sickness.  Soon  after  his  return  he  fol- 
m^ 
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loned  the  tide  uf  iminigrution  wostward,  coming  to 
Illinois  and  loeatiiig  near  .loliet,  where  he  worked 
fur  variou>  farnKr;:  about  four  years  and  then 
removed  to  Ford  C'lunity.  wliere  he  cndtivaled  his 
father's  hxnd. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Ford  C'ountj',  Oct. 
i;i.  181)8,  to  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Anna  (C'arbcr)  Breneisa,  of  that  county.  For  about 
three  yeai-s  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Falter  farmed  on 
rented  ground  in  Ford  County,  he  and  his  frugal 
wife,  in  the  meantime,  saving  their  earnings  for  the 
purchase  of  a  home.  In  1871  he  was  enabled  to 
buy  the  farm  on  which  lie  now  lives,  consisting  of 
I  GO  acres,  which  lie  has  Ijrought  to  a  fine  state  of 
cultivation,  and  upon  which  he  has  erected  good 
buildings,  and  has  everything  needful  for  the  mod- 
ern agriculturist.  In  politics  he  is  not  a  strict  party 
men,  hut  always  tries  to  vote  for  the  best  candidate 
when  no  imi)ortant  principles  are  at  stake.  His  first 
Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  the  lamented  Lincoln. 
In  religion  he  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Falter  have  live  children,  as 
follows:  Anna  Margaret,  who  was  born  Nov.  19, 
18C9:  Charles  Lewis,  Jan.  7,  1874:  Daniel  Luther, 
Nov.  29,  1879;  Margaret  May,  July  7,  1883,  and 
Charles  AVilliam,  Nov.  15,  18.s(5. 

(Jur  subject  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Mary,  Lewis,  John,  Frederic, 
(jeorge,  Amelia,  Caroline  and  Catherine.  Marj' 
died  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  in  Ohio;  Lewis  was  born 
in  German}',  April  4,  1837,  married  Margaret  Ameh, 
lives  in  Ford  Count}',  III.,  and  has  live  c^hildren; 
J(7hii  was  killed  at  the  battle  uf  Alurfreesboro; 
George  married  Mary  Iluil,  lives  in  Kankakee 
Count}',  111.,  and  has  seven  children  ;  Amelia  married 
Matthew  Fadling,  and  lives  in  Ford  County;  Caro- 
line married  John  Heller,  lives  in  Iroquois  County, 
111.,  ami  has  foiii-  children:  Catlicrinc  fii-st  married 
A'lain  \Vaiiil"'i-k.  Iiy  wiiuin  she  liad  three  children, 
and  after  his  death  bccaijic  the  wife  uf  Charles 
.Schnltz,  wliu  resides  in  l-'oiil  Cuinily,  and  has  Ihi'ec 
children  by  her  second  marriage. 

The  falhei-  of  uiir  >ubject  was  born  in  (icrmany, 
Aug.  24,  1«10,  ami  dicil  in  Inxpiois  County,  III., 
Aug.  27,  l«8(;.  Hi-  mother  was  Ikji'u  in  Germany, 
Nov.  20,  1819,  an'l  i.«  still  living,  making  her  home 
"itii  her  dsiugiiter  Caroline.     ^Mrs.  Falter  is  one    in 


;i  familj'  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as 
follows:  Reuben  was  born  Dec.  0,  1849,  married 
.Sarah  McLean,  lives  in  Ford  County,  and  has  three 
children;  Catherine  and  Elizabeth,  twins,  were  born 
Oct.  28,  1851,  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.;  Fannie 
was  born  Dec.  14,  1853,  married  John  Buxton,  lives 
in  Gardner,  111.,  and  has  no  children. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Falter  were  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  mother  was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The 
father  was  born  May  1  8,  1 827,  and  the  mother  March 
14,  18.'>2:  their  marriage  occurred  March  0,  1849, 
and  both  are  still  living  in  Caber}',  III.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Conrad  Breneisa,  was  born  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  Feb.  27,  179(1,  and  died  Sept. 
20,  1 876.  His  wife  Elizabeth  was  born  near  Hagers- 
town,  Md.,  Feb.  22,  1797,  and  died  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  March  29, 1853.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, Gotlieb  Carber,  born  April  5,  1800,  died 
in  Pennsylvania,  Dec.  23, 1 841 .  His  wife,  Catherine 
Carber,  was  bttrn  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  July  20, 
1810,  and  died  in  the  same  county,  Oct.   10,  1870. 


(i^^HOMAS  FALLIS.  This  aged  and  highly  re- 
lf^^\  spected  citizen  of  Livingston  County  car- 
\^^  ried  on  farming  in  Dvvight  Township  for  a 
long  period  of  years,  and  in  1884  retired  from  act- 
ive labor,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  the  town, 
where  he  is  now  pleasantly  located  and  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  competency.  He  is  the  scion  of  an 
old  Virginian  family  of  English  descent,  and  was 
born  March  23,  1812,  in  Uniontown,  Fayette  Co., 
Pa. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  (jleorge 
Fallis  by  name,  was  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
F'riends,  and  immigrated  to  this  country  at  a  pe- 
riod antedating  the  Revolutionary  War,  about  1750. 
lie  was  accompanied  by  his  two  brothers,  and  from 
them  s|)raiig  the  eiitire  family  in  America.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  the  descendantof  a  fam- 
ily who,  during  the  persecution  of  the  t^uaker  sect 
in  England,  immigrated  to  this  country  with  Will- 
iain  I'enn,  to  enjoy  freedom  of  thought  and  the  _ 
right  t(i  woiship  (iod  aceoniiiig  to  the  dictates  of 
conscience.  The  Friends,  as  is  well  known,  were 
amonii-  the  most  valued  and  i-eliable  citizens  of  the 
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Colonial  times,  and   from  them  have   rlesociulcd  ii 
long  following'  of  noble  men  and  women. 

The  grandmother  of  our  subject,  formerly  Miss 
Mary  Ridgeway,  was  the  daughter  uf  Kirliaid 
Ridgewaj',  of  Kngland,  and  of  iior  iniidu  with 
George  Fallis  there  were  horn  the  follnwing-named 
children:  John,  Racliel,  .Tane  and  Ricliard.  Rachel 
married  John  Gordon,  of  Virginia;  Jane  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Nichfds,  also  of  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  Richard,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Culpeper  County,  A'a..  and  born  in  1773. 
He  followed  farming  and  milling,  and  took  for  his 
wife  Miss  Phebe,  daughter  of  John  Dillon,  who  was 
a  descendant  of  Lord  John  Dillon,  of  Ireland. 
Tills  branch  of  the  Dillon  family  were  also  Friends, 
and  came  with  William  Peun  to  Pennsylvania. 
The  children  of  Richard  and  Phebe  Fallis  were  ten 
in  number,  including  Thomas;  the  others  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  mar- 
ried Joseph  Antrim,  of  Virginia;  Lydia  married 
Cj-rus  Farquhar;  Rachel  became  the  wife  of  Amos 
Welsh;  Eliza  was  the  wife  of  William  Tong;  John 
married  Miss  Deborah  Cadwallader;  Nanc}'  mar- 
ried Darixis  Lapham ;  Harriet  became  the  second 
wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  M.  Wales;  Jane  became  the 
wife  of  A.  D.  Cadwallader,  and  Phebe  married 
Thomas  Cadwallader.     All  of  these  settled  in  Ohio. 

Richard  Fallis  in  1809  located  in  Fayette  County. 
Pa.,  and  put  up  a  mill  on  Redstone  Creek,  near 
Uniontown,  which  was  the  first  structure  of  the 
kind  in  that  section  of  the  country.  Five  3'ears 
later  he  removed  to  Clinton  Count}',  Ohio,  where 
he  built  one  of  the  first  mills  and  accumulated  a 
large  property.  Later  he  purchased  a  farm  upon 
which  he  spent  his  last  years,  his  death  taking  place 
in  1828,  when  he  was  fifty-five  years  old.  He  had 
received  a  good  education  in  the  Old  Dominion, 
and  after  his  removal  to  Ohio  .became  prominent 
in  political  affairs,  representing  Clinton  County  in 
the  State  Legislature  three  years.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  energy  and  enterprise,  and  was  identified 
with  the  building  of  the  Miami  and  Ohio  Canals,  in 
connection  with  which  he  lost  his  entire  fortune. 
The  old-time  Friends  were  men  of  the  sternest 
moral  principle,  distinguished  for  their  simplicity 
and  honesty,  and  among  these  Hon.  Richard  Fallis 
shone  as  one  of  their  lirightest  lights. 
4* 


Considering  the  habits  of   life   and   clKiractci-   of 

the    (^)uakers,   it   is   not   surprising  tliat    they   were 

strong  Abolitionists,  and  many  a   fugitive   by  tiieir 

aid   secured   the  liberty  which    nas   his   inalienable 

right,  often  at  the   risk  of    their    own    lives.     The 

slave-holder,   under    the  laws   of   Mrginia  at  that 

time,  could  not  eininuripate  his  slaves  if  he  wished. 

and  accordingi}'  when  desiring  to  give  them  their 

I    freedom,    frequently   willed    them    to    the    (Quaker 

!    Church.     Richard    Fallis    was    often    appointed    a 

Trustee  in  these  cases,  removing  the   unfortunates 

I   to  Ohio,  and  giving  bonds  to  the  county  which  rc- 

j    ceived  them,  that  they  should  never  become  a  pub- 

!    lie  charge.      After    the    fugitives    had    thus    been 

j    given    their  freedom,  they   were  supplied    by   the 

Friends  with  a  sntflcient  sum  of  money   to  start 

them  toward  a  comfortable  living.     The   father  of 

our  subject  was  first  and  foremost  in  all  these  good 

works,  and  stood  second  to  none  in  his  church. 

When  a  child  two  years  of  age,  our  sul)ject  was 
taken  bj^  his  parents  to  Clinton  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  passed  his  early  life  amid  the  quiet  scenes 
and  pursuits  of  the  Quaker  community.  He  re- 
ceived a  fair  education,  and  learned  the  miller's 
trade  of  his  father.  The  latter  died  when  he  was  a 
youth  of  sixteen,  and  as  there  was  no  property, 
joung  Fallis  was  thrown  ujion  his  own  resources. 
He  was  first  emploj'ed  as  a  miller,  and  continued  in 
the  work  until  he  had  earned  enough  to  set  up  in 
business  for  himself,  when  in  company  with  his 
brother  he  purchased  a  mill  in  Clinton  County,  and 
continued  there  until  1855.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Jliss  Clara. 
daughter  of  George  W-.  and  Olive  (Birdsell)  Mory, 
of  Clinton  Count}',  and  leaving  the  Buckeye  State 
the  following  year,  he  came  to  LaSulle  County,  III., 
and  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Waltham  Town- 
ship. In  1861  he  sold  out  there  and  came  to  this 
county,  locating  at  once  in  Dwight  Townshi[),  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  became  the  parents  of  two  children:  (ieorge  B., 
who  was  born  in  18.iG,  and  Charles  W.  in  l.sGO; 
they  a}e  now  in  A'eruiilion  County,  III. 

Mr.  Fallis  still  clings  to  the  religious  principles  of 
his  ancestors,  in  which  he  was  trained  from  his 
earliest  youth.  He  identified  himself  with  the  Re- 
|)ulilican  part}'  at  its  organization,  and  it  is  h.ardly 
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necessary  to  state,  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the 
Aliolition  au>voraent.  He  was  familiar  with  tlio 
workings  <if  the  ■•  iiiulerground  raih-uad,"  :uid  hns 
seen  in  the  harn  of  his  hrotiier-in-hiw,  T.  M.  W;des, 
a  dozen  or  more  slaves  at  a  time.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  important  stations  on  the  '"  nndevgiound." 
and  the  Friends,  asking  no  qncstions.  did  what  they 
conld  toward  alleviating  the  condition  of  the  o\)- 
pressed.  They  were  carried  secretly  from  (.>iie  st;i- 
tion  to  another  until  reaching  Canada,  the  goal  t)f 
freedom. 

Besides  rearing  thi-ir  dwn  sons,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fallis  adopted  tw..  chiUlivii,  nauioly :  Ellen  Batc- 
man,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  T.  II.  Hamlin,  a  re- 
tired farmer  of  Odell,  and  Nannie  Mory,  who  mar- 
ried A.  R.  Hoke,  a  grain  merchant  of  Rugby,  111. 
The  elder  son  of  our  subject.  Dr.  George  B.  Fallis, 
now  a  druggist  of  Danville,  attended  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  at  Chicago,  and  holds  a  certificate  from 
the  State  Board  of  Pharmacy.  Charles  also  took 
up  medicine,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Chicago.  He  is  now 
located  at  East  Lynn,  and  is  one  of  its  most 
prosperous  business  men  ami  esteemed  citizens. 


\f,  AMES  KELAGHER.  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Miller  (t  Keiagher, grocers  of  Dwight, 
has  been  established  in  his  present  business 
/  since  the  spring  of  1885.  He  is  well  known 
throughout  tlie  county  as  a  young  man  of  excellent 
family  and  good  character,  and  is  accounted  among 
the  valued  members  of  an  intelligent  community. 
Mr.  Keiagher  is  the  son  of  an  Irish  gentleman, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1  81 4,  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  .States  in  1847.  Ho  settled  in  Wal- 
liiigford.  Conn.,  and  there  married  Miss  Esther 
Confry,  a  native  of  his  f)wn  conntry.  William  and 
P^sther  Keiagher  became  the  parents  of  six  children, 
namely:  James.  Mary  A.,  Katie,  Esther,  William 
aii'l  Rose,  'i'liey  resided  in  the;  Nutmeg  State  un- 
til 18.07.  when  they  migrated  westward,  and  Mr.  K. 
for  a  time  w.as  in  the  oin])loy  of  the  Chicago  (ir 
Alton  Railroad  Co.,  in  this  locality.  In  18H1  he 
crossed  the  Missis.'*i|)pi  into  Texas,  wheic  his  death 


took  place  three  years  later;  tlie  mother  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Texas. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Wallingford,  Conn., 
Oct.  •>'>,  18.iG,  and  was  but  one  year  old  when  his 
parents  came  to  this  county.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education  and  began  for  himself  as  an 
employe  of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad.  He 
lived- economically  and  saved  what  he  could  of  a 
somewhat  limited  salary  until  in  1884,  in  company 
with  his  present  partner,  he  embarked  in  the  grocery 
trade,  in  which  he  bids  fair  to  succeed. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1882,  while  a  resident  of 
Dwight,  our  subject  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Cassady, 
of  Braid  wood,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two 
eliildren — Katie,  who  was  born  Nov.  28,  1885,  and 
one  who  died  in  infancj'.  Mr.  K.  meddles  little 
with  political  or  public  affairs,  giving  his  attention 
mostly  to  his  Inisiness  concerns,  although  when 
exercising  the  right  of  suffrage  he  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Democratic  party.  In  the  neat  family 
residence  the  inmates  enjoy  all  the  comforts  of  life 
•■md  many  (.)f  its  luxuries. 


J<jf|OHN  D.  KETCHAM,  dealer  in  coal  and  ice, 
]  ;it  Dwight,  is  the  descendant  of  an  old 
'  '  American  familj^  of  English  origin.  His 
father,  also  John  Ketcham,  was  foi'  many 
years  a  highly  respected  farmer  of  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  married  Miss  Jane  Losee,  daughter  of 
John  and  Eliza  (Lewis)  Losee,  of  the  same  county. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  John  and 
Eliza  A.,  the  latter  of  whom  died  young. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  an  upright  and  in- 
(bistrions  man,  correct  and  temperate  in  his  habits, 
and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  seventy  years. 
The  mother  was  the  daughter  of  John  Losee,  a  well- 
known  clergyman  of  Dutchess  County,  and  promi- 
nent among  the  best  families  of  that  section.  She 
is  now  deceased.  Their  son,  John  D.,  our  subject, 
was  111  1111  at  his  father's  homestead,  in  Dutchess 
County,  Sept.  20,  1848.  He  began  his  studies  in 
the  common  schools,  and  when  eight  years  of  age 
came  West  with  his  uncle,  Franklin  Losee,  who  set- 
tled iri  Dwight,  and  engaged  in  carpentering.  John 
completed  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  city, 
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and  started  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
becoming  an  emploj'c  of  Col.  J.  B.  Parsons,  who 
was  carrying  on  an  extensive  trade  in  coal  and  ice. 
He  continued  in  the  emploj'  of  the  Colonel  for  a 
period  of  seventeen  years,  which  speaks  well  for 
both  parties. 

Mr.  Ketchani,  in  1873,  when  twenty-tive  years  of 
age,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie, 
daughter  of  C.  T.  and  Ellen  (Lewis)  Johnson.  The 
young  people  commenced  life  together  in  a  modest 
dwelling,  and  in  due  time  the  household  was 
brightened  by  the  birth  of  three  children — James 
B.,  Gertie  M.  and  GJracie  E.  In  1881  Mr.  K.  pur- 
chased the  coal  and  ice  business  of  Col.  Parsons, 
and  since  that  time  has  carried  on  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  trade.  He  bears  the  reputation  of  being 
a  straightforward  business  man,  careful  and  consci- 
entious in  his  dealings,  and  eon.spieuous  for  his  in- 
dustrj'  and  perseverance.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
his  political  opinions  received  their  coloring  from 
the  gallant  soldier  in  whose  society  he  remained 
for  so  many  years,  and  like  him,  he  is  a  strong 
Republican. 

-^ ^-^ ^ 


'AMES  H.  BEATTY,  who  owns  160  acres  of 
land  on  section  30,  Round  Grove  Township, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
raising  Norman  horses  and  Short-horn  cattle, 
is  a  native  of  Loudoun  County,  Va.,  and  became  a 
citizen  of  Livingston  County  in  1866.  He  was 
born  in  that  county,  May  12,  1845,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Beatty,  who  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  died  in  Loudoun  Count}-. 
Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
during  that  time  attended  the  common  schools  of 
his  neighborhood.  On  the  1st  of  Julj',  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Loudoun  County  (Va.)  Rangers, 
a  company  made  up  of  loyal  Virginians,  and 
served  about  three  years,  or  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  At  the  engagement  of  Charlestown,  W.  Va., 
he  was  wounded  in  the  spine  by  a  minie  ball,  a 
portion  of  his  backbone  being  shot  away.  At  the 
same  time  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  afterward 


confined  ten  weeks  in  Libb^-  Prison,  at  Richmond , 
and  at  Belle  Island.  He  made  his  escape  from  the 
latter  place  by  passing  out  of  the  prison  at  a  time 
when  300  of  the  prisoners  were  taken  out  to  be 
exchanged.  He  was  subsequently  taken  prisoner 
at  Waterford,  Loudoun  County,  W.  Va.,b3'  Mosby's 
guerrillas,  but  while  on  the  way  to  Richmond,  Va., 
he  very  cleverly  made  his  escape  from  his  captors 
and  was  two  days  making  his  way  back  to  his  reg- 
iment. 

After  the  war  was  over  and  he  received  his  dis- 
charge from  the  army,  Mr.  Beatty  returned  to  Lou- 
doun County,  ^'a.,  and  remained  there  until 
March,  18G6,  at  which  time  he  migrated  to  the 
West  and  located  in  Livingston  County,  where  for 
two  years  he  worked  out  by  the  month  in  Brough- 
ton  Township.  He  then  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
laud  on  section  30  in  the  township,  which  he  has 
since  made  his  home,  and  increased  to  160  acres. 
He  has  shown  considerable  enterprise  in  the  im- 
provement of  his  farm,  and  the  class  of  buildings 
which  he  has  erected  thereon  is  much  better  than 
the  average.  Besides  engaging  in  general  farming 
he  is  a  large  producer  of  Norman  horses  and  Short- 
horn cattle,  and  in  that  branch  of  business  has 
been  signally  successful.  His  stock  has  a  reputa- 
tion throughout  Livingston  and  adjoining  counties 
for  correct  and  thorough  breeding. 

In  Odell,  111.,  on  the  13th  of  September,  1868, 
Mr.  Beatt3'  was  married  to  Miss  Betsy  -T.  Brough- 
ton,  who  was  born  in  Crown  Point,  Essex  Co.,  N. 
Y.,  on  the  5th  of  August,  1840,  and  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County  in  1866.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Dorwin  and  Martha  (Phillips)  Broughton,  who 
were  also  natives  of  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  where 
the  mother  died  Jan.  5,  1884.  The  father  died  six 
weeks  after  coming  to  Livingston  County,  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1884. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beatty  have  had  but  one  child,  who 
was  named  Mortimer  F.  and  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Beatty  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
P^piscopal  Church,  and  takes  great  interest  in  church 
affairs.  Mr.  Beatty  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  in 
which  party  he  is  an  active  and  leading  man.  As  a 
citizen  he  is  highly  esteemed,  and  he  and  his  wife 
enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  the 
surrounding  country. 
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t  ON.  IIKNKY  .1.  Fi;.\NIV..  mho  of  the  most 
J^,  |iroiiiiiKM)I  mill  po|iiil:ir  iiuMi  of  Kpiwril's 
Ji\^^'  I'oiiit,  lias  for  many  ycnis  l)tH'n  closely 
^^  iili'iitiliod  with  its  most  iiiipoi-tnut  iutiTCsts. 
lie  ]>os.-^csses  all  the  (•li'niont>  of  a  good  citizen. 
biMnir  broail-iniudcd,  iiitt'lliiient  and  lilieial,  and  is 
rated  in  all  respects  as  one  of  its  most  valued  anil 
representative  men.  llis  career  lias  Iieen  more  than 
ordinarily  snccessfnl.  and  all  who  know  him  agree 
that  It  is  hut  the  just  reward  of  an  upright  :ind 
honorable  course,  in  whieh  he  has  sought  to  deal 
justly  by  his  fellownien.  .■uid  to  he  of  use  in  his 
community. 

(.)ur  subject  was  lioni  near  Snlem,  Roanoke  Co., 
Va..  Feb.  7.  1.s:j4.  and  is  tlie  .son  of  Jacob  and 
Eliza  (Petty)  Fnuitz.  also  natives  of  the  tlid  Do- 
minion. Mis  father,  horn  in  180:2,  was  the  son  of 
Michael  Frantz,  who.se  father  was  of  German  birth 
and  parentage,  and  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  early  manhood.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Abner  Pett^-  by  name,  was  a  native  of 
Virginia,  where  his  claughter.  Eliza,  was  reared,  and 
in  1H"21  became  the  wife  of  .Jacob  Frantz.  The 
latter  spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  State. 
.Jacob  Franz,  although  the  possessor  of  a  good  farm, 
was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  pursued  this  calling  in 
connection  with  agriculture.  He  died  at  his  home 
in  Roanoke  County,  in  I.sri'.i,  at  llie  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  Tlie  mother  h;id  died  of  tj-phoid 
fever  in  1H4S,  when  (jnr  subject  w;is  fourteen  years 
old.  She  was  married  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  was  of  unusually  robust  and  health^'  frame, 
falling  a  victim,  as  is  the  case  with  many  similarly 
constituted,  at  the  first  attack  of  disease. 

The  children  of  .lacol)  and  Eliza  Fi-anz  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  .John,  the  eldest,  is  married, 
and  engaged  in  the  grain  .-inil  liiuilier  business  at 
Cisco,  III.;  'I'horntoii  oceupii'sa  farm  adjoining  the 
old  liomesteail  in  koaiioiie  County,  \'a. ;  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  II.  X.  liurks,  a  farmer  of  \V(jodford 
County,  this  State;  Henry,  of  our  sketch,  was  the 
foiirlh  ciiild;  Lucy  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Shafaver, 
a  pros]>erous  farmer  of  lloiiiioke  County.  \'a. ;  Nailcy 
married  Christian  Niiiiiiiigei'.  who  is  carrj'iiig  on 
farming  and  fruit-growing  in  Roanoke  County,  Va.; 
.Marsliall  is  married,  and  livi's  in  his  native  county  in 
Virginia:   l-'anny  is  the  wife  of  (ieinge  IJnskhfilder, 


.•mil  with  him  ei-osscd  t!ic  Mississippi  iiitf>  Allen 
County,  l\an.,  where  the}' live  u[ion  a  farm;  Emery 
is  married  and  continues  a  resident  of  Roanoke 
County.  \:\.:  Charles  is  also  married,  and  farming 
near  the  old  homestead;  Mattie  is  unmarried,  and 
lives  with  her  brother  on  the  home  farm. 

Henry  .T.  F'rantz  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  at 
tlie  homestead  in  Roanoke  County,  Yn.,  being  edu- 
c.iteil  mostly  in  subscription  schools.  After  reach- 
ing his  majority,  and  when  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself,  he  sought  the  Prairie  State  for  a  location, 
taking  up  his  residence  first  in  Woodford  County. 
He  there  engaged  in  farming  until  1879,  and  in  the 
spring  of  that  year  located  at  Ocoya,  in  Eppard's 
Point  Township,  where  he  established  the  busi- 
ness in  which  he  has  since  successfully  engaged. 
He  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Wood- 
ford County,  and  in  the  fall  of  1867  was  elected 
Treasurer,  which  i)Osition  he  held  for  a  period  of 
six  years.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  this  office 
witli  so  much  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to 
his  constituents  that  in  1874  he  was  elected  a  mem- 
lier  of  the  Illinois  Legislature,  serving  thereafter 
two  years  in  the  House  and  four  years  in  the  Sen- 
ate'. During  this  tiiue,  among  the  many  other  ira- 
p(nt.ant  measures,  he  introduced  the  Funding  bill, 
which  became  a  law,  and  the  provisions  of  which 
have  been  carried  out  in  a  manner  most  satisfactory 
to  the  people  at  large.  At  the  .same  time  he  was  a 
member  of  several  important  committees,  most  of 
the  time  serving  as  chairman,  and  was  connected 
with  the  matter  of  roads  and  bridges,  agriculture 
and  charitable  institutions.  The  very  fact  that  he 
had  not  in  any  measure  been  an  office-seeker  com- 
mended him  to  the  people  of  his  section  as  one 
most  thoroughly  qualified  to  represent  their  interests. 

Mr.  Frantz  secured  land  in  this  county  in  1878, 
liefore  taking  up  his  residence  here,  lie  first  \n\r- 
chascd  the  elevator  at  Ocoya,  and  subsequently  400 
acres  on  sections  17  and  18.  He  afterward  sold  a 
half  interest  in  the  elevator  to  Messrs.  Haines, 
(iordon  A'  Co.,  and  added  i'50  acres  to  his  landed 
interests.  This  he  has  bi'onght  to  a  fine  state  of 
eiilli\  .ation,  and  has  put  up  a  line  residence  with 
an  aniple  and  substantial  barn,  and  the  various 
oilier  ont-biiildings  recpiired  to  complete  the  mod- 
ern  eoiinliv    home.      Tlie    elevator  has  a  cap.acity 
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of  30,000  bushels,  and  has  become  one  of  the  in- 
dispensnble  institutions  of  that  section. 

The  family  of  IMr.  Frantz  includes  his  estimable 
wife  and  eight  children  at  iiome,  nanielj' :  William 
D.,  Moiitie,  Lulu  V.,  Minnie  S.,  Jlamie,  Frank  C, 
Walter  P.  and  Orville  G.  Henry  E.,  a  resident  of 
Wellington,  Kan.,  completed  his  studies  in  Wes- 
leyan  College,  at  Bloomington,  and  is  now  con- 
nected with  the  AVellington  National  Banli.  Mrs. 
Frantz  was  in  her  girlhood  Miss  Maria,  daughter  of 
Christian  and  Elizabeth  (Houts)  Gish,  natives  of 
Virginia.  Thej'  came  to  Illinois  in  1  8.52,  locating  in 
Woodford  County.  Maria  was  born  Oct.  28,  1 838, 
and  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  Dec.  20,  1858. 
The  parental  household  included  six  children,  three 
now  living.  Rufus  Gish  is  a  minister  of  the  Ger- 
man Baptist  Church,  and  a  resident  of  Woodford 
County:  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  John  McCaulej-, 
of  that  county.  The  deceased  were  named  respect- 
ivel.v,  John,  Hester,  Eliza  and  .Susan. 


Vt/OHN  MONAHAN,  who.se  portrait  is  given 
in  connection  with  this  sketch,  owns  480 
acres  of  land  in  Charlotte  Township,  located 
I  on  section  21.  Here  he  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  quite  an  extensive  scale. 
He  was  born  in  County  Meath,  Ireland,  Ma}-  1, 1  838, 
and  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eight  ciiildren 
born  to  John  and  Bridget  (Glacken)  Monahan,  wdio 
were  natives  of  the  town  of  Glackentown,  Ireland, 
which  was  named  after  the  original  family  of 
Glacken.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Michael 
and  Mary  (Hoden)  Monahan,  and  the  maternal 
grandparents  were  P>ugene  and  Catherine  (Cuddan) 
Glacken,  all  natives  of  Ireland.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  a  farmer  in  Ireland  and  remained  in 
that  country  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1849.  His  excellent  wife  survived  him  and  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  Monahan  remained  in  Ireland  until  he  was 
nearly  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  national  schools  which  are  similar  in 
their  features  to  the  Normal  Schools  in  this  coun- 
try. He  then  resolved  to  try  bis  fortunes  in  the 
New  World,  and  in  the  month  of  March,  1855, 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  board   the  sailing-vessel 


"  Duck  Conqueror,"  and  after  a  rough  voyage  of 
seven  weeks  and  thiee  days,  he  landed  at  Castle 
Garden,  N.  Y.  He  first  located  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  about  two 
years,  engaged  at  farm  labor  in  the  summer  at  $10 
per  month,  and  attended  school  in  the  winter.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen,  he  with  seven  companions, 
went  on  a  prospecting  tour  for  the  purpose  of  find- 
ing future  homes,  and  stopped  first  at  Dubuque, 
where  they  passed  a  short  time,  and  then  spent 
aliout  six  months  in  prospecting  through  various 
portions  of  Iowa.  Not  finding  a  location  which 
exactly  suited  him,  Mr.  Monahan  went  to  Mor- 
ris, Grundy  Co.,  111.,  and  remained  there  for  two 
years  engaged  in  weighing  coal  at  the  mines  in 
summer,  and  teaching  school  in  the  winter.  When 
he  left  Grundy  County  he  came  to  Livingston 
County  and  settled  on  section  22,  Charlotte  Town- 
ship, on  the  24th  of  June,  1858.  His  brother,  Pat 
Monahan,  was  a  partner  with  him  in  this  purchase 
of  land,  as  well  as  in  stocking  the  farm,  and  they 
remained  in  partnership  until  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1863. 

On  the  17th  of  October,  18()3,  Mr.  Monahan  was 
married  to  Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Donn)  Glinnen,  and  was  the  fifth  child  in  a  fam- 
ily of  eight  born  to  her  parents,  who  were  natives 
of  County  Westmeath,  Ireland.  Mrs.  Monahan 
was  born  March  11,  1843,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glinnen  returned  to  Ireland  when  the 
wife  of  our  subject  was  only  seventeen  days  old, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  a  visit  to  that  country, 
and  also  of  bringing  over  a  brother.  After  mar- 
riage, Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Monahan  located  on  tlie  farm 
on  which  they  now  reside,  erecting  in  1864  a  two- 
story  frame  house,  which  cost  the  sum  of  11,600. 
In  March,  1865,  this  building  was  totally  destroyed 
by  a  cyclone  which  swept  over  that  section  of 
country,  and  in  the  same  year  he  built  the  south 
wing  of  the  house  he  has  since  completed  and  now 
occupies.  Mr.  Monahan's  original  purchase  of 
land  in  1863  was  160  acres  of  wild  prairie  land. 
He  has  from  time  to  time  made  further  purchases 
until  he  now  owns  480  acres  of  fine,  arable  land,  all 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  im- 
proved ;  400  acres  of  this  farm  is  enclosed  by  fences 
in  40-acre  fields.  His  buildings,  which  include 
, ■» 
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residence,  barus  anfl  stables,  are  all  first-class.  In 
his  stock  operations  Mr.  Monahan's  preference 
seems  to  be  for  Xorinan  horses  and  Holstein  cattle, 
of  which  he  raises  a  large  number  of  the  very  finest 
grades  produced. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monahan  have  had  nine  children, 
who  were  named  as  follows:  Julia  Ann,  Maria  Jane, 
Thomas  Francis,  Mathew  Paul,  Helena  Bruno,  John 
Joseph,  John  Dennis,  Edward  Alphouso  and  Katie 
Agnes.  John  Joseph  died  Aug.  17,  1874,  at  the 
age  of  eleven  months  and  seven  daj's.  Mr.  and 
Mi"s.  Monahan  are  educating  these  children  to  the 
best  advantage  possible,  affording  them  all  the  facil- 
ities that  are  within  their  power.  The  family  are 
adherents  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  are  devoted 
members  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Monahan  is  not  an  active  man  in  politics, 
but  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Township  Supervisor  for  two  terms, 
has  served  as  Assessor  for  two  years,  and  has  been 
School  Director  of  the  district  in  which  he  resides 
twenty-one  years.  The  district  is  very  largely  in- 
debted to  him  for  the  high  standard  of  excellence 
the  schools  have  attained.  He  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  the  present  township  of  Charlotte, 
Practicall)',  Mr,  Monahan  is  a  self-made  man,  hav- 
ing accumulated  all  that  he  possesses  by  his  own  in- 
dustrj'  and  good  management  in  coimeotion  with 
the  support  afforded  him  by  his  prudent  and  eco- 
nomical wife. 

In  1872  Mr.  Monahan  made  a  trip  to  tlip  old 
home  in  Ireland  to  see  his  mother  and  many  friends, 
remaining  about  three  months  and  visiting  many 
portions  of  Europe. 


-^li^ 


Tf/AMESP.  IIADLEY  is  a  man  whose  name 
could  not  be  omitted  in  writing  the  personal 
history  of  Sunbury  Township  and  Livingston 
fJJ  County,  for  he  has  been  connected  with 
most  of  the  events  which  go  to  make  up  their  his- 
tory. For  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  farming 
and  jtt^x-k-raising  on  section  33,  Sunbury  Township. 
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He  was  born  in  Tompkins  Countj',  N.  Y.,  March  30, 
1806,  and  was  the  third  child  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  six  boj's  and  three  girls,  born  to  Ebenezer 
and  Elizabeth  (Patton)  Hadlej',  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  York  respectivel3\  The  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Ebenezer  and  Elsie  (Adams)  Hadley. 
The  former  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  one 
of  the  stanch  old  Whigs  of  his  time.  Elsie  Adams, 
his  wife,  was  a  cousin  of  John  Quincy  Adams. 
The  maternal  grandpaients  were  James  and  Elsie 
Patton,  who  were  residents  of  New  York  at  the 
time  of  the  "  cold  plague,"  and  thej'  and  one  son 
were  found  dead  in  the  same  house,  having  died 
from  the  disease. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  and  came 
to  Illinois  in  1848,  where  he  died  on  the  8th  of 
Jannarj',  1849,  in  the  city  of  Aurora,  He  enlisted 
in  the  War  of  1812,  but  on  account  of  ill-health 
never  served.  Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  living  between  Seneca 
and  Cayuga  Lakes  during  the  War  of  1812,  and 
distinctly  remembers  hearing  the  booming  of  cannon 
at  the  time.  He  remained  in  New  York  until  1819, 
and  then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Clermont 
Conntj^  Ohio,  thirty  miles  east  of  Cincinnati,  where 
he  remained  on  the  farm  until  1831. 

December  25,  1831,  Mr.  Hadley  was  married  to 
Bliss  Remina  Hill,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
March  18, 1809,  and  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Fannie  (Tiffany)  Hill,  of  that -State.  They  lived 
there  on  a  farm  until  1848,  and  then  came  to  Illinois 
to  make  their  home.  They  settled  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Sunbury  .Township,  and  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  of  which  ten  were  cleared.  At  that 
time  wolves  were  plentiful,  and  often  chased  the 
dogs  to  the  dooryard.  Not  long  after  coming,  in 
1 852,  he  buried  his  excellent  wife,  after  having 
become  the  mother  of  a  famil}-  of  ten  children, 
whose  names  were  Mary,  Amanda,  Paulina,  James, 
.Sarah,  William,  John,  Eugene  and  Eliza  A.  and 
Eliza  J.,  twins,  who  died  in  Ohio.  Marj^  Paulina, 
James,  AVilliam  and  John  are  living,  but  none  of 
them  reside  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Hadley  remained  single  for 
nine  years,  and  carried  on  his  farm  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  children,  the  daughters  looking  after  the 
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household    duties   in    a    most    hecomiiig   luauner. 

January  1,  1861,  Mr.  Hadlej'  married  Phoebe  A. 
(Tripp)  Hilton,  who  was  the  widow  of  Richard  Hil- 
ton. She  was  born  in  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y., 
Oct.  18,  1830,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a  familj'  often 
children  born  to  Ephraim  and  Sarah  (Mason)  Tripp, 
natives  of  New  York.  Her  grandfathers  were  Ben- 
jamin Tripp  and  Joseph  Mason,  both  of  whom  were 
of  English  birth.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Hadley  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  and  served  from  the  beginning 
to  the  close.  Three  of  his  sons  were  also  in  the 
service,  one  of  whom,  William,  was  wounded,  and 
the  others  returned  uninjured.  Immediately'  aftei' 
this  marriage  just  above  mentioned,  Mr.  Hadley- 
settled  u])on  the  farm  upon  which  he  has  resided 
ever  since.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
township  and  assisted  in  appraising  the  school  lands, 
which  was  dene  in  1853,  the  lands  ranging  from 
$5  to  S8  per  acre  in  value.  These  are  now  worth 
at  least  five  times  that  much.  He  also  assisted  in 
organizing  the  districts  for  road  and  school  purposes. 
At  that  time  the  settlements  were  very  sparse  and 
the  county  was  full  of  wild  game  and  animals,  includ- 
ing deer,  turkey  and  bear.  The  second  marriage 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
are  living — Richard,  Helen,  Norman,  Amanda,  Iiv- 
ing,  Roxana  and  Orin.  Richard  married  Mary 
McDougall.  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Esmen  Township ; 
Helen  married  Franklin  Heckman,  and  lives  in  Kan- 
sas. The  others  are  at  home  and  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  the  affairs  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Hadley  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  has 
never  been  active  in  polities,  nor  has  he  held  office. 
There  being  no  church  organization  within  a  rea- 
sonable distance  of  them.  Ml',  and  Mrs.  Hadley  have 
never  connected  themselves  with  any  congregation. 
Mr.  Hadle3'  is  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Livingston 
County,  and  his  name  is  familiar  to  nearly  all  its  peo- 
ple. Among  his  neighbors  he  is  familiarly  known 
as  "Uncle  Jimmy,"  and  with  his  immediate  friends 
that  name  has  become  a  household  word.  Having 
lived  an  upright  life,  he  now  enjoj's  the  esteem, 
confidence  and  respect  of  ail  who  know  him,  and  it  is 
with  great  pleasure  that  we  include  his  portrait 
among  those  given  in  this  Albuji  of  mauj'  of  the 
leading  and  most  honorable  and  l.ughly  esteemed 
men  of  the  count}'. 


iiHOMAS  H.  AARON  is  one  of  the  good  citi- 
zens of  Fayette  Township,  and  is  extensively 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  May  10, 
1826.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and  Margaret 
(Roofner)  Aaron,  who  were  natives  of  the  same 
State.  George  Aaron,  the  father,  followed  the  oc- 
cupation of  farming  in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  he 
was  extensively  engaged  during  his  entire  life.  In 
addition  to  farming  he  was  also  a  stock-raiser  on  a 
large  scale.  He  took  quite  an  active  part  in  the 
political  affairs  of  his  da}',  in  which  he  co-operated 
with  the  Democratic  party.  His  death  occurred  on 
the  28th  of  October,  1878,  leaving  ten  children,  as 
follows:  James,  Thomas  H.,  John,  George,  Mar- 
garet, Sylvester,  Lucinda,  Joseph,  Saybilia  W.  and 
Francis.  The  latter  was  married,  and  died  in  Will 
County,  111.,  in  1871,  leaving  two  children. 

Thomas  H.  Aaron  began  life  for  himself  when 
about  twentj'- two  years  of  age,  and  first  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith  in  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
instructions  of  George  Beer.  He  served  as  an  ap- 
prentice for  about  eighteen  months,  after  which  he 
purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  Beer,  and  continued 
it  for  two  years.  He  then  purchased  a  piece  of 
timber  land  which  he  cleared  and  farmed  for  four- 
teen years.  Finding  a  purchaser  for  this  land  he 
sold  it  and  removed  to  Henry  Count}',  111.,  in  the 
year  1867,  where  he  remained  for  three  years  en- 
g.aged  in  farming.  He  then  sold  his  Henry  County 
farm  and  came  to  Livingston  County,  purchasing 
160  acres  on  section  4,  Fayette  Township,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  This  farm  has  been  i>Jaced 
under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation  and  made 
very  productive.  The  improvements  in  the  way  of 
bnildings  and  fences  are  very  complete,  and  alto- 
gether the  farm  is  as  well  conditioned  as  any  in  the 
township.  Mr.  Aaron  raises  from  twenty-five  to 
f<jrty  head  of  graded  cattle  per  year,  for  which  he 
finds  a  ready  market. 

August  26,  1849,  Mr.  Aaron  was  mairied  to 
Miss  Mary  Lilly,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was 
born  Oct.  14,  1830.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Luke 
and  Rachel  Lilly,  natives  of  England  and  Pennsyl- 
vania respectively,  and  now  both  dead.  There 
were  two  children,  the  other  being  named  Jane 
Eliza.      Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  have  eight  children. 
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named  as  follows :  Vincent,  Agnes,  Margaret  Jane, 
Elizabeth,  Philomena.  George,  Helena  and  Alice. 
Philomena  married  George  Erldj'.  a  native  of  I^a- 
.'^alle  County,  111.,  and  a  son  of  Stephen  and  ^Iiiiv 
Eddy,  wlio  followed  the  vocation  of  n  farmer. 
Elizabeth  married  Peter  Ilanaghan.  who  is  located 
at  Ottawa,  and  is  a  painter.  A'incent  married  Mary 
Winslow.  and  is  engaged  at  merchandising  at 
Strawn.  Mr.  Aaron's  two  oldest  daughters  are 
members  of  the  Order  of  the  Holy  Cross.  Our 
subject  is  a  stanch  Democnat,  and  can  always  be  de- 
pended upon  in  movements  for  the  furtlierance  of 
the  interests  and  success  of  that  party.  He  has  held 
the  offices  of  School  Director,  School  Trustee,  Road 
Commissioner,  Assessor  and  Township  .Supervisor. 
In  all  respects,  politically  and  otherwise,  he  is  a 
representative  citizen  of  Fayette  Township,  and  en- 
joys the  confidence  of  all  who  know  liim.  Mr. 
Aaron  and  family  are  all  members  of  the  Ruiiian 
Catholic  Church,  and  attend  divine  worship  at 
.Strawn. 

J  SAAC  P.  McDowell,  President  of  the  First 
I  National  Bank  of  Fairbury,  and  one  of  the 
11)  leading  men  of  Livingston  County,  was  born 
on  the  17tii  of  August,  1824,  in  Scioto  C'ounty, 
Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Price) 
McDowell,  the  former  a  native  of  'VVf)odford 
County.  Ky..  and  the  latter  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 
The  father  was  born  on  the  1st  of  January,  1792, 
and  died  on  the  IGth  of  January,  1843,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana,  he  liaving  moved  to  Montgomery- 
County  in  that  State  in  1828.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  for  many  years  filled  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  other  township  offices. 
He  and  his  wife  were  meml)crs  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  whicli  he  was  a  Steward,  and 
his  dwelling  was  a  place  of  worship  for  some  years 
before  church  buildings  had  been  established  in 
that  section  of  countrj'. 

The  mother  was  born  on  the  30th  of  October. 
1798,  and  died  on  the  1 0th  of  October.  1880,  in 
Fairbury,  III.  There  were  nine  children:  Jackson 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two;  Sarah  A..  Isaac  P., 
Oliver  P.,  Nelson  S.,  Mary  E.,  James  M.,  John  V. 
and  William  H.  H.     The  latter  was  born  in  March, 


1840,  diu'ing    the    Harrison    campaign,   which    ac- 
counts doubtless  for  his  name. 

Isaac  P.  McDowell  was  married,  June  10.  Ig.i."), 
til  Miss  Jane  Russell,  born  in  Pickaway  County, 
Ohio,  in- 1834.  She  is  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (McArthur)  Russell.  Her  father 
came  from  Virginia  in  early  times,  and  settled  in 
Ohio,  where  the  capital  of  the  .State,  Columbus, 
now  stands.  IMr.  McDovvell  came  to  Illinois  in 
18.50,  and  located  four  miles  north  of  Fairbury, 
where  he  remained  three  years  and  then  went  to 
Pontiac,  in  which  place  he  built  the  first  business 
house  of  any  consequence,  which  was  occupied  by 
the  firm  of  Ladd,  McDowell  &  McGregor,  which 
they  filled  with  goods  to  the  amount  of  $20,000. 
Theirs  were  the  first  goods  sliipped  f)n  the  Chicago 
<fe  Alton  Railroad  to  Pontiac,  after  it  was  finished 
through  in  June,  1854.  Mr.  McDowell  remained 
in  the  firm  two  years,  when  he  disposed  of  bis  in- 
terest and  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1864,  when  he  came  to  Fair- 
bury and  joined  his  brother.  Nelson  S.  McDowell, 
in  the  dry-goods  business,  continuing  in  this  busi- 
ness for  four  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1872  es- 
tablished the  First  National  Bank  of  F'airburj^  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000,  of  which  bank  he  lias  eontinu- 
ou.sly  held  the  Presidency. 

I\li'.  and  Mrs.  McDowell  have  had  six  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living:  Lillian  died  in  infancy; 
Thomas  S.  O.,  Elmer  E.,  John  V.,  Eva  and  Lura. 
Thomas  S.  O.  McDowell  was  elected  Cashier  of  the 
First  National  Bank  when  in  his  nineteenth  year, 
being  the  3-oungest  National  Bank  Cashier  in  the 
United  States:  lie  has  occupied  that  position  ten 
years.  Elmer  E.  was  Assistant  Cashier  of  this 
bank  for  three  years,  and  on  the  1st  of  May,  1886, 
became  a  Director  and  Cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  at  P'airbury,  Neb.,  the  county  seat  of 
Jefferson  County,  in  which  Ijank  the  McDowell 
family  have  an  interest,  his  brother,  John  V.,  taking 
his  place  in  the  Illinois  bank.  Thomas  S,  O.  mar- 
ried in  1882,  Miss  Rose  Cook,  born  in  Richmond, 
Ind.,  in  1862,  and  has  one  child.  Rose  Lenore,  now 
twenty  months  old.  Thom.as  S.  O.  has  been  City 
Treasurer  for  a  number  of  years,  also  one  of  the 
Aldermen  for  several  years,  and  is  now  City  Clerk. 
Mrs.  McDowell  is  the  daughter  of  an  old-time  resl 


i 


-^^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


nir> 


dent  anrl  representative  family  of  Richmond,  Ind., 
and  a  woman  of  refinement  and  education. 

Isaac  P.  McDowell  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  wliich  lie  has 
lieen  a  Steward  for  many  years.  At  the  age  of  sis- 
teen  he  engaged  in  teaching,  and  continued  for  thir- 
teen years,  his  brothers  and  sisters  all  going  to 
school  to  hira.  He  is  an  aident  Republican,  and  in 
1867-68  purchased  the  Fairburj'  Journal  to  keep  it 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Democrats,  and 
when  tiie  right  man  came  along  he  sold  it,  to  be 
published  as  a  Republican  paper  in  the  future. 

=11/ AMES  H.  FRY,  the  owuer  of  251  acres  of 
land  on  section  3,  Long  Point  Township,  of 
which  195  are  under  an  excellent  state  of 
I^^//  cultivation,  is  engaged  in  farming  and  also 
in  stock-raising.  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  being 
boru  in  Warsaw,  Dee.  19,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of 
Solomon  and  Sarah  (House)  Fry.  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  Connecticut  respectively.  The  grand- 
father was  Jacob  Fry;  the  grandmother,  Sarah  Fry, 
was  the  daughter  of  George  House,  a  native  of  En- 
gland. Solomon  Fry,  the  father,  now  resides  in 
Carthage,  Mo.,  and  is  a  brickmason  by  trade.  He 
was  a  .soldier  in  the  late  war,  being  a  member  of 
the  78th  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  three 
years.  To  Solomon  and  Sarah  Fry  were  born  four 
children — J.  H.,  Harriett,  Marj-  and  William.  Mary 
was  born  on  the  27th  of  September,  1853,  and  now 
resides  in  Nebraska;  she  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Cox, 
who  is  a  farmer,  and  they  have  a  family  of  seven 
children.     William   was   born   on  the  13th  of  Ma}', 

1856,  and  now  resides  in  Streator;  he  married 
Georgia  Buckley,  and  they  have  three  children. 
Harriet  was  born  on  the  3d  of  November,  1861, 
and  died  on  the  19th  of  January,  1863.  After  the 
death  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  the  father  mar- 
ried Ellen  Polite,  of   Ohio,   on   the   3()th   of  April, 

1857.  By  this  union  there  were  three  children: 
Richard,  born  March  15,  1858,  died  in  infancy; 
Sarah  Isabella,  born  March  19,  1860,  married  John 
Rankin,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  lives  in 
Missouri;  she  is  the  mother  of  three  children,  one  of 
w bona  is  tleceased.     Alva,    born    April    16,    1862, 


died  when  one  week  old.  The  mother  died  at  the 
birth  of  this  child.  Afterward  Solomon  Fr^'  mar- 
ried Nancy  Polite,  a  sister  of  his  second  wife,  and 
to  them  were  born  Orpha  B.,  March  29,  1866; 
Charlotte,  Nov.  15,  1868;  Olive,  born  March  4, 
1872,  died  Dec.  22,  1875;  Martin  B.,  born  Out.  19, 
1875;  Charlie  and  Carl. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  remained  at  liome  un- 
til the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  at  which  time  his 
father  entered  the  service  and  he  went  out  to  earn 
his  own  living.  Mr.  Fry  was  married,  on  the  23d 
of  January,  1873,  to  Sarah  Elizabeth  Bucklev,  who 
was  born  on  the  16th  of  May.  1852,  in  New  Jersey. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Joel  T.  and  Melinda  (Wil- 
son) Buckley,  who  were  natives  (jf  New  Jersej-,  and 
were  the  parents  of  the  following-named  children: 
Abner  W.,  born  May  6,  1845,  was  a  member  of 
Company  F,  104th  Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  he 
served  for  nearly  three  years;  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Hartsville,  Ala.,  and  died  from  overheat 
and  typhoid  fever,  Jan.  27,  1863.  Mary  J.,  born 
Jan.  14,  1848,  married  James  Paul,  and  is  a  physi- 
cian bj'  profession,  having  been  graduated  at  the 
Rush  Medical  College  of  Chicago ;  Margaret,  boi-n 
March  3,  1 850,  was  educated  in  the  schools  at 
Galesburg,  and  has  been  engaged  in  school  teach- 
ing; Sarah  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  our  subject; 
George,  born  in  1854,  died  in  1 855 ;  Georgie  was 
born  March  7,  1856,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Fry;  Elsie  B.,  born  Nov.  9,  1858,  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  Fmguson,  who  is  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Streator  Water-Works;  Jessie,  born  June  29,  1860, 
is  now  attending  Rush  Medical  College;  Hattie, 
born  May  14,  1863,  is  teaching  school  .at  Streator; 
Wendell  Stouder  is  an  adopted  son  in  this  family, 
who  was  born  on  the  4th  of  May,  1871,  and  adopted 
in  1872.  He  is  living  at  home  and  .attending  the 
High  School. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Fry  have  been  born  tinee 
children:  Renelda  T.,  Nov.  12,  1873;  Ora  L.,  Dec. 
6,  1875,  and  Adcssa'  V.,  Sept.  1 1,  1877.  Mr.  Fry's 
farm  is  one  ^)f  the  finest  in  Long  Point  Township, 
and  of  the  251  acres  of  which  it  consists,  195  are 
under  cultivation.  The  farm  is  enclosed  bj-  sub- 
stantial board  fences,  and  the  residence  and  barns 
are  commodious  and  convenient.  A  view  of  the 
homestead  is  to  be  seen  on  an  adjoining  page.     Mr. 
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Frv  ts  largely  engaged  in  bu3'ing  and  selling,  in 
addition  to  the  raising  of  stock.  He  is  considered 
one  of  the  wide-awake  business  men  of  Long  Point 
Township,  and  as  such  enjoj'S  tli£  confidence  of  the 
people.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  parly, 
which  he  gives  a  liberal  support  at  all  times.  His 
excellent  wife  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  she  evinces  a  lively 
interest.  Both  as  citizens  and  neighbors  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fry  enjoy  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  en- 
tire comnuinily. 

^^f  NT(JN  GSCHWKNDTNER.     Few  stop  to 
^@//j||    think  of  the  dangers  which   beset,  and  the 
//l   H    hardships  which  have  to  be  encountered  by 
!ffi(  the  peoi)le  who  were  born  in  foreign  coun- 

tries, and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  before  the 
transiM.irtation  lines  were  provided  with  the  im- 
mense and  commodious  ships  which  ply  between  the 
two  continents  to-day.  In  crossing  the  ocean  from 
the  home  of  his  youth  to  the  land  where  he  was  to 
dwell  in  his  after  life,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
out  of  sight  of  land  sixty-three  days,  and  the  dreari- 
ness, as  well  as  the  danger,  of  over  two  months  on 
the  ocean,  can  be  imagined.  But  he  was  willing  to 
endure  all  these  privations  that  he  might  obtain  a 
home  for  himself  in  this  country. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  prominent  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  17,  Owego  Township, 
and  is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  (iermany.  He  was  born 
on  the  1st  of  July,  IH^.'J,  and  remained  in  his  na- 
tive countrj-  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
and  secured  a  good  education  in  his  native  language. 
In  18.')8  he  took  passage  for  America  in  a  sailing- 
vessel  at  Bremen,  and  after  a  rough-  voyage  of 
sixty-three  da^'s,  landed  at  tlie  city  of  Baltimore, 
and  very  so<^n  afterward  journeyed  to  the  West, 
where  he  spent  mo>t  of  llie  time  up  to  LSIJ")  in  La- 
Salle  County,  in  that  year  he  located  in  Living- 
ston County,  and  settled  on  section  i)  of  Owego 
Township,  where  he  lived  until  1885,  in  which  year 
he  removed  to  his  present  farm,  which  consists  of 
303  acres  of  good  land  on  section  17.  When  lie 
l.'inded  in  the  United  Slates  he  luul  altout  ^l.i  in 
money,  but  by  closely  husbanding  thai  uiiiounl  un- 


til he  procured  employment,  he  managed  to  escape 
without  ever  being  bankrupt.  His  accumulations 
have  been  slow  liut  sure. 

In  185'.l  Mr.  G.  was  married  to  Magdalena 
Brulck,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
they  have  had  eight  children;  Josephine,  wife  of 
Frederick  Wright,  of  Chicago;  George,  Joseph, 
Frank,  Anton,  Ludwig,  ICmnia  and  Lena. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gsehwendtuer  are  membeis  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  but  in  his  sentiments  he  is  liberally 
inclined  to  both  church  and  State.  For  the  past 
twelve  years  he  has  served  as  School  Director,  and 
is  at  present  serving  as  one  of  the  School  Trustees 
of  Owego  Township,  and  in  these  capacities  h.as  had 
an  oppoi'tunity,  which  he  has  improved,  of  demon- 
strating how  genuine  a  friend  he  is  to  educational 
interests,  for  he  has  liberally  devoted  his  time  and 
his  money  to  that  cause.  In  18G0  he  gratified  a 
long  entertained  desire  to  revisit  Germany,  and 
spent  several  months  in  Europe,  during  which  time 
he  visited  England,  France,  and  nearly  all  of  the 
more  important  German  Slates,  returning  in  the 
spring  of  1870,  well  satisfied  that  he  had  received 
full  value  for  the  money  expended  on  the  trip.  In 
making  his  tour  through  that  portion  of  Europe 
visited,  he  traveled  deliberately,  and  visited  all  the 
points  of  interest  to  the  intelligent  tourist.  He  sus- 
tains very  pleasant  relations  with  the  people  by 
whom  he  is  surrounded,  and  on  account  of  his  lib- 
erality and  fairness  in  all  mailers  is  highly  es- 
teemed. 

It  is  with  i)leasure  we  pi'csent  on  an  accompany- 
ing page  a  view  of  the  handsome  home  of  Mr. 
Gschwendtner. 


\f^EREMIAII  CLAY,  who  enjoys  a  fine  repute, 
lion  for  enterprise  and  popularity,  is  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  section  8,  Odell  Town- 
{^)!  sliiii.  lie  was  born  in  Miflflin  County,  Pa., 
on  the  lOlli  of  January,  1840,  and  was  the  eldest 
child  in  a  I'amily  of  twelve  born  to  Christopher  and 
Rebecca  (Lyler)  Clay,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  were  engaged  in  farming. 
Tlie  parents  are  both  dead,  the  mother  dying  on 
the  lOlh  of  September,  1881,  and  the  father  un  the 
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21st  of  September,  1883,  in  Madison  Township, 
Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  where  thej-  settled  in  1850. 
The  father  was  a  stanch  Republican  and  during  his 
whole  life  was  active  in  politics.  Tlie^-  were  both 
members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and 
were  earnest  Christian  people  during  their  entire 
lives.  Their  first  church  connections  were  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  denomination. 

Mr.  Cla,y  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  At  an  early  age  he  worked 
awaj"  from  home  but  made  his  home  with  his  par- 
ents until  twentj'-four  3'ears  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  giving  special  at- 
tention to  the  details  of  house  and  barn  building, 
and  remained  at  this  occupation  three  years.  On 
tlie  10th  of  June,  18G9,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sara))  A.  Harris,  who  was  liorn  in  Burr  Oak  Town- 
ship, St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1850,  and  was  the  second  child  in  a  familj-  of 
five  boi'n  to  Harvej'  and  Sarah  (Stnrk)  Harris,  who 
were  natives  of  New  York,  but  early  settlers  of 
Michigan,  locating  there  several  years  prior  to  1840, 
at  a  time  when  the  State  was  almost  uninhabited 
hj  whites,  and  was  a  wilderness  of  forests.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clay  first  settled  on  a  rented  farm  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  where  they  remained  one  j'ear,  and 
then  removed  with  Mrs.  Clay's  parents  to  Liv- 
ingston Count}-,  111.,  where  they  arrived  on  the 
18th  of  March,  1  870.  Her  parents  bought  the  farm 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claj'  now  reside  upon,  consisting  of 
eighty  acres,  and  they  aU  joined  in  cultivating  it 
for  the  first  two  years.  Mr.  Clay  then  moved  a 
short  distance  west  and  remained  one  year,  and  then 
north,  where  he  remained  on  rented  farms  for  two 
years.  He  tlien  returned  to  his  present  residence' 
and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Harris  purchased  the 
farm  from  the  widow,  upon  which  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  has  materially  added  to  the  capacity  of 
the  house,  and  during  the  past  3ear  has  erected  a 
very  commodious  barn.  He  has  improved  the  land 
and  is  engaged  in  stock-raising,  his  products  includ- 
ing Durham  cattle,  Norman  and  Golddust  horses 
and  Poland  liogs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clay  became  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  Frank,  who  vvas  born  on  the  KUh 
of  May,  1871  ;  Flora  Belle,  vvho  was  born  on  the 
30th  of  May,  1875,  and  died  ou  the  28th  of  July; 


1 876 ;  and  George,  vvho  was  born  on  the  31st  of  Au- 
gust, 1879.  In  January,  1887,  theyado()ted  Addie 
Belle  (Parker)  Clay,  born  on  the  'Jth  of  August,  1 878, 
in  Branch  Countj%  Mich.,  whose  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Helen  Shaw.  Mr.  Clay  has  served  as  Com- 
missioner of  IIighwa3's  and  Road  Overseer.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  member  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
takes  quite  an  active  interest,  being  a  member  of  the 
County  Central  Committee  and  nearly  always  a  dele- 
gate to  the  nominating  conventions.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  he  occupies  an 
exalted  position,  having  risen  to  the  highest  ranks 
in  the  lodge  at  Pontiae;  he  is  also  a  member  of 
Odell  Lodge  No.  464 ;  and  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge  at  Odell  as  well  as  of  the  Indei)endent  Order 
of  Mutual  Aid,  and  from  these  bodies  frequently 
goes  as  a  delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodges.  He  is  a 
verj-  ardent  secret  society  man,  and  to  whatever 
order  he  belongs  he  contributes  liberally  of  his  time 
and  means. 

A.  HKCKELMAN,  the  manager  of  the  lum- 
ber and  building  material  business  for  The 
J.  T.  Bullard's  Lumber  Company  at  Cullom, 
resides  on  section  23,  Sullivan  Township, 
and  is  a  young  man  of  good  business  qualities,  full 
of  energy  and  enterprise,  and  performs  with  thor- 
oughness whatever  he  may  undertake.  He  was  born 
in  Sullivan  Township  on  the  29th  of  October,  1862, 
and  is  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  John  and  Susan 
(Harshbarger)  Heckelman.  His  father  is  a  native 
of  Ciermany,  and  possesses  all  the  sterling  traits  of 
that  nationality.  His  mother  was  born  in^'irginia. 
The  paternal  grandparents  weie  George  and  Eve 
Catherine  Heckelman,  and  the  maternal  grandparents 
were  Joseph  and  Anna  Harsbarger.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  which  he  learned 
when  in  the  old  country,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  at  about  the  age  of  twenty-three.  After 
.arriving  in  this  country  he  followed  his  trade,  first 
in  the  city  of  Joliet  and  afterward  in  Wilmington. 
He  first  began  farming  in  Grundy  County,  and  in 
1857  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land  in 
IJvingston  County,  and  moved  upon  this  farm  in 
1858.     Here  he  began  in   earnest  the    work  of   im- 
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proveiuent.  and  iu  the  course-  of  a  few  years  had 
made  a  uiost  excellent  farm.  Afterward  he  added 
eighty  acres  near  Culloni.  which  he  improved  and 
upon  which  he  erected  a  good  house  and  barn.  He 
continued  fanning  with  consi<lerable  success  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of  Novem- 
ber. 1875.  The  mother  of  our  subject  survived  her 
husband,  and  lives  on  the  farm  near  Cullora. 

Jlr.  Heckelmau  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  in 
his  earlj-  days  learned  the  details  in  all  its  depart- 
ments. Hi.-  education  was  obtained  in  the  district 
schools,  and  since  he  has  grown  to  man's  estate  he 
has  been  a  constant  reader.  He  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  for  J.  T.  Bullard  in  January,  1885, 
and  has  conducted  it  successfully  ever  since.  Me 
is  peeuli.arly  adapted  to  this  business,  and  mani- 
fests considerable  enthusiasm  in  it. 

Mr.  Heckelman  was  married  in  Augusta  Count}', 
Va.,  on  the  13th  of  May,  1886,  to  Nellie  Lee 
Baker,  who  was  born  on  the  13th  of  Jul}-,  1864,  in 
that  .State.  She  is  the  second  child  in  a  family  of 
three  born  to  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Crawn)  Baker, 
both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Virginia.  Almost  im- 
raediatelj- after  their  marriage  j\lr.  and  Mrs.  Heckel- 
man came  to  Illinois  and  settled  where  thej-  now 
reside.  Mrs.  Heckelman  is  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
m.an  Reformed  Church,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  congregation  to  which  she  be- 
longs. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heckelman  have  gathered 
around  them  a  large  circle  of  friends,  who  manifest 
upon  every  occasion  the  love  and  esteem  they  l)ear 
them. 


^ 


JOHN  SMITH,  one  of  the  leading  and  pro- 
gressive Gennans  of  this  part  of  Livingston 
Count}-,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing on  section  32,  Long  I'oint  Township, 
w.a.a  born  in  Bavaria,  GerniMU}-,  on  the  21st  of  .laii- 
iiary,  18J«.  He  is  the  sun  of  .John  1'.  and  Marga- 
ret (Graump^  Sclimidt,  who  were  natives  of  (ier- 
many,  the  former  born  on  the  1st  of  May,  ISO."), 
and  the  latter  on  tlu  Gtli  of  Augu>l,  I. si  2.  IIil. 
MirHher  w.-is  the  daiighler  of  Kiiiai-dl  and  I'^lizaljcLli 
Mloliii;  (^lauinp;   the  father  was    the   son    of    John 
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and  Barbara  (Reupdecker)  Schmidt,  who  came  to 
America  in  the  spring  of  185ti. 

To  John  P.  and  M.argaret  Schmidt  were  born  a 
large  family  of  children,  as  follows;  Charlie  was 
born  Sept.  IG,  182'J,  married  Miss  Hess,  and  has 
eight  children :  Ann  was  born  Feb.  13,  1833,  mar- 
ried Henry  Schmidt,  and  they  have  a  family  of 
three  children;  Fiatt  was  born  Dec.  11,  1836,  mar- 
ried Margaret  Wisenmiller,  and  they  have  a  family 
of  six  children:  John  M.  was  born  July  25,  1839, 
married  Rachel  Hengway.  and  they  had  a  family 
of  six  children;  Barbara  was  born  .luly  28,  1842, 
married  John  Smith,  and  they  have  a  family  of 
nine  children;  Heiuy  was  born  Jan.  3,  1845,  mar- 
ried Kate  Weisenmiller,  and  they  have  a  family  of 
thirteen  children;  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
George  was  born  Oct.  15,  1851,  and  married  Carrie 
Smith;  Margaret  was  born  May  12,  1855,  and  died 
on  the  14th  of  March,  1882,  Miimie  was  born  May 
10,  1858,  and  died  Dec.  30,  1882.  She  was  the 
wife  of  William  Sours,  and  left  one  child,  who  was 
one  week  old  when  its  mother  died. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  1876,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  married  Miss  Annie,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Winifred  Roach.  She  and  her  parents  are 
natives  of  Ireland.  Her  brothers  and  sisters  are 
named  .as  follows:  Bridget,  Mary,  Winifred,  John 
and  Peter.  Bridget  was  first  married  to  M.  Pheney, 
and  after  his  death  she  married  P.  Garahcrty,  and 
died  in  1883,  leaving  three  children;  Mary  was 
married  to  G.  Matherson,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren;  Winifred  married  J.  Pheney,  and  lives  in 
New  Orleans;  John  is  married,  and  has  a  family  of 
eight  children ;  Peter  married  Kate  Cathanay,  and 
has  seven  children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Smith 
there  have  been  born  three  boys  and  one  girl,  as 
follows:  Mary  Margaret  was  born  March  4,  1878; 
Willie,  March  27,  1881;  George,  April  3,  1886, 
and  Arthur,  Nov.  5,  1887. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  arc  members 
of  the  Lutheran  and  Catholic  Churches  respectively. 
li]  political  m.atters,  Mr.  Smith  acts  with  the  Re- 
publiran  part}',  of  which  he  is  a  faithful  and  enthu- 
siastic nicniber.  He  now  owns  320  acres  of  land, 
which  is  iu  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  con- 
tains (irst-class  improvements,  which  have  been  made 
at  an  expense  of  $2,000.      He  now  owns  "  Miroid, 
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a  full-blooded  Norman  horse,  which  was  imported 
at  a  considerable  expense.  In  his  farniino'  and 
stock-raising  operations,  the  latter  including  hogs 
and  cattle  as  well  as  horses,  he  has  been  successful, 
and  in  both  lines  of  business  sets  his  standard  of 
excellence  high.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive  Ger- 
man citizens  of  Long  Point  Townshii),  and  talks 
both  his  native  and  liis  adopted  language  fluently. 
He  has  endeared  himself  to  the  people  of  the  sur- 
rounding cuuntrj',  among  whom  he  numbers  many 
warm  and  steadfast  friends. 

On  an  adjoining  page  of  this  volume  will  be  found 
a  view  of  Mr.  Smith's  residence. 

W  ARS  LEWIS,  a  representative  farmer  and 
I  (^  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section  7,  Brough- 
JlL-y<s  ton  Township,  is  a  native  of  Norway,  where 
he  was  born  Sept.  22,  1835.  He  is  the  son  of  O. 
K.  and  Ann  M.  Lewis,  also  natives  of  Norway,  the 
former  of  whom  is  deceased.  In  1841  he  immi- 
grated with  his  parents  to  America,  landing  at  New 
York,  and  going  direct  to  Wisconsin,  where  the 
famil}-  resided  four  years,  and  then  came  to  La- 
Salle  County,  111.,  where  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood.  His  parents  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
three  survive,  namely  :  O.  H.,  Jacob  S.  and  Lars. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  but  a  limited 
education,  which  he  gained  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  county,  and  has  been  a  life-long  farmer. 
On  the  5th  of  March,  1857,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ann  Olson,  a  native  of  Norway', 
where  she  was  born  June  1-1,  1835.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Austin  and  Carrie  Olson,  and  immi- 
grated to  America  with  her  parents  in  1842,  first 
locating  in  Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  two 
3'ears,  and  where  her  father  died.  The  widow  and 
her  children  then  removed  to  LaSalle  County,  111., 
where  the  mother  dieil  Feb.  5,  1855. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  have  been  born  teii  chil- 
dren, as  follows;  Jesse  E.  was  born  Jan.  G,  1858; 
Benjamin  C,  Aprils,  185'J;  Charles  A.,  Oct.  27, 
1862;  Carrie  M.,  Aug.  11,  18G4;  Andrew  S.,  Sept. 
3,  180(5;  Mary  A..  March  11,  18GU;  Alyda  L., 
April  16,  1871  ;  Emma  E.,  Oct.  21,  1873;  William 
'  A.,  Oct.  12,   1876,  and  Zeuas    J.,  June   22,   1880. 


In  1875  Mr.  Lewis  with  his  family,  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County  and  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  consists  of  320  acres  of  good  land,  which 
has  been  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  fai-ms  in  Broughton  Township. 
It  is  well  supplied  with  modern  farm  buildings,  of 
which  a  view  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  Ai.hl'm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are  members  of  the  Latter- 
Day  Saints  Church,  while  in  politics  Mr.  Lewis  is 
independent,  having,  however,  proliibition  tendenr 
cies.  Although  in  no  sense  a  politician,  he  keeps 
himself  well  informed  on  current  events  of  the  day, 
and  the  high  regard  and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
in  tlie  community  where  he  lives,  are  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  he  has  been  called  upon  several  times 
to  (ill  local  offices.  He  has  served  as  Road  Com- 
missioner several  jears,  and  has  also  filled  the  office 
of  School  Director.  He  is  an  active  promoter  of 
all  social  and  political  movements  which  have  for 
their  object  the  improvement  of  society. 


.^^HOMAS  LIGGITT,  a  pioneer  of  Nevada 
f(y^\\  Township,  came  to  this  section  of  country' 
^^^y  when  only  a  small  area  had  been  turned  by 
the  plowshare,  and,  with  a  few  adventurous  spirits 
scattered  here  and  there,  set  about  the  establisiiraent 
of  a  home  in  the  wilderness.  He  had  little  to  en- 
courage him  at  the  start,  being  comparatively  with- 
out means  and  obliged  to  operate  under  the  disad- 
vantages of  crude  implements,  a  distant  mni  ket,  and 
all  the  other  difficulties  of  life  in  a  new  country.  In 
looking  upon  his  snug  homestead  to-day,  it  would 
seem  that  he  might  be  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
result  of  his  labors.  He  lias  a  quarter  section  of 
finely  cultivated  land,  witli  neat  and  substantial 
buildings,  fruit  and  shade  trees,  modern  farm 
machinery  and  a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock. 
Aside  from  this  he  has  also  invested  a  snug  sum  of 
money  in  property  across  the  Father  of  Waters  in 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  where  he  owns  240  acres  in 
\'alley  Count3",  managed  by  his  son  Thomas. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Washington  County, 
Pa.,  July  23,  1824,  autl  is  the  scion  uf  a  family 
widely  and  favorably  known  througbout  that 
region.     His  paternal  great-gramlfather,  Abraham 
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Liggitt.  is  believed  to  have  been  a  native  of  Main- 
land and  born  not  far  from  the  roar  of  the  Atlantic. 
He  located  in  Washington  Count3-,  Pa.,  at  an  earlj- 
period  in  its  history  and  opened  up  a  farm  in  the 
wilderness,  where  he  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life. 
His  grandson,  Joshua,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  also  probably  a  native  of  Marj'land,  whence  he 
removed  when  a  lad  with  his  parents  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  there  married  Miss  Rebecca  Dempster, 
and  the\-  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  and 
S(>ent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Washington 
Connty,  where  the  father  died  in  1835:  the  mother 
survived  until  about  1845. 

Our  subject  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district 
school  of  liis  native  township,  and  early  in  life  be- 
came familiar  with  the  various  eniplojMnents  of  the 
farm.  After  the  death  of  his  parents  he  worked 
by  the  month  until  twenty-one,  when  he  removed 
to  Ohio,  taking  with  him  his  sister  and  brother;  he 
afterward  made  a  journey  to  New  Orleans.  His 
father  several  years  previousl3-  had  purchased  a 
tnact  of  laud  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  and  thither 
the  family  removed  in  1845,  where  Thomas  re- 
mained until  1853.  He  had  in  the  meantime  be- 
come possessor  of  a  snug  sum  of  monej^  and  this  he 
invested  in  the  patent  right  to  a  corn-planter,  one 
of  the  first  inventions  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States.  He  selected  Illinois  as  his  field  of  opera- 
tions but  as  is  too  often  the  result  of  the  sauguine 
hopes  of  youth,  the  venture  proved  a  failure;  the 
people  did  not  appreciate  the  advantage  sought  to 
be  bestowed  upon  them,  and  he  returned  to  Ohio. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  not  by  any  means  lost 
sight  of  the  pictnr?  which  the  rich  prairie  lands  of 
Illinois  had  presented  to  his  vision,  and  in  1854 
be  located  on  a  farm  which  he  rente<l  near  Bloora- 
ington.  He  operated  upon  this  two  years,  and  in 
the  spring  of  185(',  came  to  this  county,  and  in- 
vested his  Siii|)lu.s  i;i|,it;il  in  the  Land  which  consti- 
tutes his  present  farm.  It  tiu-u  bore  n  wide  con- 
trast to  its  present  condition,  bciiiu  a  wide  stretch 
of  unbroken  |jrairie,  over  whidi  the  foot  of  man 
harl  scarseiy  traveled.  He  rented  an  improved 
tract  adjacent  to  this  for  two  3'ears,  and  in  tlic 
riieantime  em|)l(jyed  his  spare  hours  in  breaking 
prairie  on  his  own  purdiasi-.  In  1  858  he  put  up  a 
dwelling  into  wiiich  he  remo\ed  Lis  family,  and  the 
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farm  has  since  that  time  remained  in  liis  possession. 

Tlie  marriage  of  Thomas  Liggitt  and  Miss  Mar- 
garet A.  Thompson  took  place  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Ohio,  Dec.  22,  1853.  Mrs.  Liggitt  was 
born  in  Ohio,  April  1 1,  1835,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Leatln'  Thompson.  The  ten  children 
born  of  this  union  were  named  respectively :  Elsie, 
Thomas,  Robert,  Lillian,  Martha,  Frederick,  Charles, 
Richard,  Flamming  and  Mertie.  Lillian  is  the  wife 
of  John  L.  Hall,  of  Feruwood,  111. ;  Charles  died 
Jan.  14, 1884,  when  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  Martha, 
April  22,  1875,  at  the  age  of  eleven  ^-ears. 

Mr.  Liggitt  is  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  Mrs.  L.  with  the  Presbyterian. 
Our  subject  is  Democratic  in  politics  and  h.oii  served 
as  School  Director  and  Trustee  in  his  district,  and 
as  Trustee  and  Steward  in  his  church.  He  is  of 
that  kind!}-,  genial  and  hospitable  disposition  which 
has  won  for  him  friends  wherever  he  has  made  his 
home,  and  in  the  township  where  he  has  lived  .so 
long  and  acquitted  himself  so  creditably,  no  man  is 
held  in  higher  esteem. 


ETER  SOMERS,  of  Forest  Tounslup,  is 
f.  successfully  operating  on  400  acres  of  land, 
pleasantly  located  on  section  32.  He  has 
passed  his  threescore  and  ten  years,  has  seen 
much  of  life,  and  made  the  most  of  his  opportuni- 
ties for  observing  men  and  things.  He  is  a  fine  rep- 
resentative of  the  Celtic  element  which  has  .assisted 
so  materially  in  the  development  of  this  county,  to 
which  he  came  when  a  young  man.  in  the  spring  of 
1867.  He  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  and 
held  in  tlie  highest  respect,  not  onlj-  for  the  reso- 
lute industry  which  he  has  displa3'ed  as  a  tiller 
t)f  tlie  soil,  but  for  his  excellent  personal  traits  and 
straightforward  inaiiuer  of  doing  business.  His 
property',  which  is  very  valuable,  is  the  result  of 
liis  own  labors  and  good  judgment. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  County-  Westmeath, 
li(;land,  June  23.  1.S15,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and 
.Marcella  (Moore)  Somers.  The  father  was  a  far- 
iiici-  (if  modest  means,  and  dying  before  the  birth 
of  our  subject,  left  his  widow  with  a  small  property. 
They  became  the  parents  ■  of  three  childreur- 
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Michael,  Ann  and  Peter.  Michael  died  in  Ireland 
when  a  j-outh  of  nineteen  years,  at  the  home  of  his 
grandparents,  where  he  had  lived  most  of  tiie  time 
after  the  death- of  his  father.  After  immigrating 
te  America  Ann  became  the  wife  of  John  Keating, 
to  whom  she  was  married  in  New  Yoi-k  State,  where 
they  lived  three  or  fonr  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  the  death  of  Mr.  K.  took 
place  about  1849;  Mrs.  Keating  remains  a  widow, 
and  is  the  mother  of  seven  children.  Mrs.  Somers 
was  a  second  time  married,  to  John  O'Condell,  and 
spent  her  last  years  in  Penns3'lvania. 

Young  Peter  in  early  childhood  was  taken  to  the 
home  of  his  grandparents,  who  were  living  upon  a 
farm  in  his  native  county,  and  attended  school 
qnite  regularlj^  during  his  _younger  days.  He 
started  out  early  in  life  for  himself,  first  working 
upon  a  farm  for  the  munificent  salary  of  |15  per 
year.  He  struggled  along  in  that  manner  nearly 
four  years,  dissatisfied  with  his  condition,  but 
scarcely  knowing  how  to  better  it  with  his  limited 
means  and  comparativch'  little  knowledge  of  the 
world.  Finally,  however,  he  came  to  a  point  which 
demanded  a  radical  change,  and  one  fine  morning, 
making  his  way  to  Livei-pool  he  stepped  on  board 
a  ship  bound  for  America.  After  a  tedious  voyage 
of  eight  weeks  he  found  himself  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  staid  onlj'  two  nights  and  then  proceeded 
to  Philadelphia.  He  there  secured  employment  for 
a  few  months,  and  then  migrated  to  Cambria  Coun- 
tj'.  Pa.,  where  he  remained  three  years  engaged  in 
farming.  He  lived  economicallj'  and  saved  what 
he  could  of  his  earnings,  and  in  1867  started  for 
the  West  as  being  a  field  more  suitable  to  his  ca- 
pacities and  desires.  Coming  to  Forest  Township, 
this  count3',  he  purchased  320  acres  of  wild,  uncul- 
tivated land,  and  rented  a  tract  adjacent  until  he 
could  effect  sufflcient  improvements  to  give  hi.-, 
time  to  his  own  propertj'.  A  year  later  lie  took 
possession  of  the  latter,  and  subsequently  added  to 
it  eighty  acres,  so  that  he  is  now  the  jjossessor  of 
400  acres,  comprising  some  of  the  finest  farming 
land  in  the  coixnty.  Of  late  j-ears  he  has  largely 
devoted  his . attention  to  the  raising  of  grain,  and 
keeps  a  fine  assortment  of  live  stock,  making  a 
specialty  of  Poland-China  swine.  He  has  good 
buildings  and  the  most  approved  niachiuerj',  and  is 


in  possession  of  one  of  the  most  desirable  home- 
steads in  Forest  Township. 

Mr.  Somers  in  early  manhood  was  married  to 
Miss  Mar3'Ann  McAteer,  the  wedding  taking  |)lace 
in  Cambria  County,  Pa.,  in  the  spring  of  1842.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  seven  children — Cather- 
ine, Jlichacl,  Hugh  John,  Peter,  Marcella,  Mary 
and  Ann.  The  eldest  daughter,  Catherine,  died 
wiien  eight  years  of  age;  Michael  is  married,  and 
farming  in  Forest  Township;  Hugh  John  died  in 
1852,  when  three  years  of  age;  Peter  is  an  agricult- 
urist of  Forest  Township:  Marcella  died  wlien  about 
seven  years  of  age,  in  1862;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Jo- 
seph Mangan,  a  farmer  of  Forest  Township;  Ann 
died  in  1862,  within  a  few  days  of  the  death  of 
Marcella.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  at  her 
home  in  Pennsylvania,  Aug.  7,  1859. 

Mr.  Somers  was  married  to  his  present  wife.  Miss 
Elizabeth  Keains,  a  few  j-ears  latei'.  This  lady  was 
born  in  Cambria  Countj',  Pa.,  Nov.  9.  1820,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Skally)  Kearns, 
natives  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  respectively, 
and  occupied  in  farming  pursuits.  The  parental 
family  included  ten  children,  namely:  Elizabeth, 
Philip,  Catherine.  William,  Francis,  Aiiastasia. 
Michael.  Cecelia,  Abraham  and  Isaac:  the  latter  two 
are  twins.  The  [larents  both  died  in  1848.  Of  this 
marriage  of  our  subject  were  born  two  children: 
•  Willi.am  A.,  now  nnirried  and  farming  not  fai-  fiom 
his  father's  homestead,  and  F'rancis  Patrick,  who  re- 
mains at  home.  Mr.  Somers,  politicallj-,  is  an  uncom- 
promising Democrat,  and  a  loyal  adherent,  relig- 
iously, to  the  Catholic  faith  of  his  forefathers.  His 
wife  and  family  are  also  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  He  has  long  been  among  the  leading  men 
of  his  township,  holding  its  various  offices  and 
identified  with  its  most  woithy  enterprises.  In 
connection  with  this  sketch  we  present  on  another 
page  a  view  of  Mr.  Somers'  residence. 


D.  COURLL,  an  enterprising  farmer  of 
Dwight  Town.ship,  located  on  section  35, 
is  a  man  who  is  awarded  great  credit  for 
the  success  he  has  attained  in  life  under 
disadvantageous  circumstances.  He  comes  from 
an  old  American  family  famous  for  its  industry  and 
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energy.  His  father,  HeiuT  O.  Courll,  was  born  on 
a  farm  near  Charleston,  S.  C.  He  learned  farming 
in  early  life,  and  followed  that  occupation  until  he 
retired  from  active  work.  When  quite  a  young- 
man  he  moved  to  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  where  he 
engaged  at  work  on  a  farm.  While  living  in  that 
county  he  married  Diana  Drollinger,  of  Wabash 
County,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  M.  D.,  our  subject;  Anna  M.,  Marthy 
M..  Emma  J.  and  Henry  John.  In  1853  the  father 
with  his  family  moved  to  Marshall  County,  Iowa 
where  he  farmed  until  1862,  and  then  returned  to 
Indiana.  In  1SG8  he  moved  to  Illinois  and  settled 
ou  a  farm  in  Bureau  County.  In  187t)  he  moved 
to  Dwight,  where  he  has  since  resided.  In  politi- 
cal opinions  he  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat,  but 
has  never  aspired  to  ofHce  seeking  or  holding.  He 
is  now  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and  has  always  been 
an  industrious  and  hard-working  man. 

M.  D.  Courll,  our  subject,  was  born  in  Fulton 
County.  Ind.,  on  the  "iOth  of  September,  1848. 
He  obtained  a  common-school  education  during  his 
youth,  and  learned  the  details  of  farming.  At  ten 
years  of  age  he  began  work,  driving  team,  and 
when  but  fifteen  years  of  age  began  to  follow 
tiireshing,  at  which  business  he  worked  every  fall 
for  fifteen  years.  He  remained  with  his  father  until 
twentj'-five  years  of  age,  during  which  time  he  as- 
sisted in  conducting  his  father's  farm,  and  keeping 
up  such  other  work  as  there  was  to  do. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1874,  Mr.  Courll  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eliza  E.  Munch,  daughter  of  X.  and 
Marj'  Ann  (I'tiager)  Munch,  who  were  natives  of 
France.  Mr.  Munt'h  caiue  with  his  father  to  Joliet, 
when  he  was  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  aiid  was  one 
of  the  first  settlcis  of  that  place.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  ^Mexican  \\'.ir  in  IK4G-47.  The  father 
Ijought  a  farm  near  .billet.  u|i(in  which  the  family 
lived  for  many  years.  .Mr.  .Muncli  still  resides 
there  at  the  age  of  .--ixly-fdiir  years.  When  a 
young  man  he  jissisted  in  the  construction  of  the 
Illinois  Canal.  In  religion  he  is  a  devout  memlier 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  is  a  citizen  universally 
esU'crned  and  respected.  After  marriage,  I\Ir. 
Courll  and  his  young  bride  began  farming  in  Will 
f'ounty.  and  there  remained  engaged  in  that  o<  cu- 
l»!ition  for  three  year.-!.  Jn  Fcljruar^-,  lfs7G,  Mr. 
<■        


Courll  removed  his  family  to  Livingston  Countj', 
and  located  on  the  farm  in  Dwight  Township  where 
they  still  reside.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Courll  are  the  par- 
ents of  five  children,  named  Edwin,  Ement  G., 
Ferdinand,  William  and  Pearl;  of  these,  Enient  G. 
died  in  infancj'.  Mr.  Courll's  political  connections 
have  always  been  with  the  Democratic  party,  al- 
though he  does  not  assume  an  active  place  in  polit- 
ical matters.  He  is  an  upright  and  industrious 
man,  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizen,  and  has 
attained  his  position  in  the  business  world  through 
his  own  exertions. 

— ->>• ^.o«.o.tgJv></@-.o^ <,r^- 

-HOMAS  CAVANAGH  is  a  man  who  has 
found  prosperity  in  Livingston  County,  after 
many  trials  and  tribulations  elsewhere.  He 
is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  25,  in  Rook's 
Creek  Township,  and  is  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Ho- 
nora  (Hannifin)  Cavanaugh.  He  was  born  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  8th  of  July,  1853,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fanc}'.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the 
25th  of  December,  1826,  in  the  county  of  Kerry, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country  in  1845,  just  be- 
fore the  great  famine.  He  worked  on  a  steamer  on 
the  Mississippi  River  from  St.  Louis  to  St.  Paul, 
and  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1852  to  Miss  Hannifin,  with  whom  he  had 
been  acquainted  in  Ireland.  At  this  time  he  was 
working  in  a  quarry  in  St.  Louis,  but  about  a  year 
after  his  marriage  he  quit  work  there  and  became 
a  sub-boss  on  a  railroad  contract  just  north  of  La- 
Salle,  where  he  remained  about  one  year,  and  then 
bought  a  squatter's  right  of  eight}'  acres  of  land,  on 
which  he  remained  about  two  years,  when  another 
man  came  and  claimed  it.  Upon  surrendering  this 
claim,  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  a  school  section, 
which  he  owned  until  he  came  to  Livingston  County. 
About  the  time  he  lost  his  squatter's  claim,  a  span 
of  horses  foi-  wliich  he  had  been  offered  8400  was 
stolen  from  hlin,  and  while  he  was  looking  for  his 
hoises,  thirteen  of  his  cattle  became  swamped,  and 
scMual  of  them  were  lost,  while  the  same  year  he 
lost  several  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  potatoes.  In 
1807  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  was 
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compelled  to  rent  a  farm  on  account  of  his  misfort- 
unes in  LaSalle  County.  Through  careful  manage- 
ment and  prudent  economy,  he  has  been  en!il)lpd  to 
purchase  a  comfortable  home,  where    he   now  lives. 

Thomas  Cavanagii  was  married,  on  the  23d  of 
February,  1879,  to  Miss  p:iizabeth  ,1.  O'Brien,  by 
whom  he  has  four  children,  as  follows:  Patrielv  W. 
born  March  23,  1880;  Mary,  Aug.  9,  1882;  Eliza 
E..  Nov.  30,  1884,  and  Timothy,  May  23,  1887. 
Mr.  Cavanagh's  grandfather,  Daniel  Cavanagh,  was 
born  in  Ireland  about  17(J(;,  and  came  to  this 
country  about  1840,  where  he  lived  to  the  good  old 
age  of  ninety-eight,  dying  in  the  year  1864.  At 
the  age  of  ninet^'-four,  lie  took  great  pride  in  walk- 
ing to  the  polls,  a  distance  of  two  miles,  and  voting 
for  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
youngest  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  came  to 
this  countrj'.  except  the  eldest.  Jeremiah,  wiio  in- 
herited the  old  homestead  in  Ireland.  Our  subject 
had  two  uncles  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  one  tlie 
brother  of  his  father,  and  the  other  the  brotlier  of 
his  mother.  Tlie  former  never  was  heard  of  after 
the  war,  audit  is  supposed  he  died  in  Libby  Prison  ; 
the  latter  lives  nearOlathe,  Kan. 

Mr.  Cavanagh  received  a  fair  common-school 
education,  which  he  has  supplemented  by  F.n  exten- 
sive course  of  reading,  and  is  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  information.  He  was  twice  elected  Col- 
lector of  Waldo  Township,  and  has  held  the  offices 
of  School  Director  and  Clerk  of  the  School  Board. 
Becomes  from  Democratic  antecedents,  but  is  very 
independent  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  political 
rights. 


'^  I^ILLIAM  J.  ORR,  Deputy  Postmaster  of 
\/\/i/  Wilson,  and  one  of  the  rising  young  busi- 
vyW  ness  men  of  Round  Grove  Township,  is 
perhaps  best  known  as  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  George  Orr  &  Co.,  grain  buyers,  who  have  been 
established  in  their  profitable  business  since  the 
spring  of  1882.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  this 
township  for  over  twenty  years  and  is  on  the  sunny 
side  of  forty. 

Our  subject,  the   only   child   of  his  parents,  was 
4*  • 


born  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  Aug.  7,  1851,  and 
reared  to  farm  pursuits,  in  the  meantime  acquiring 
a  common-school  education.  His  father,  William 
Orr,  Sr..  was  a  n.ative  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
spent  his  entire  life,  and  his  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  not  far  from  the  place  of  his  birth.  The 
mother  was  also  born  in  the  Keystone  State  and 
still  resides  there  near  Pittsburgh. 

Mr.  Orr  left  his  native  county  when  a  lad  six 
j'ears  of  age  and  came  to  DeKalb  County,  this 
State,  to  live  with  his  uncle,  James  Orr,  who  died 
in  Round  Grove  Township  in  June,  188G.  The 
latter  had  removed  here  from  DeKalb,  in  1805. 
William  J.,  in  18!S2,  formed  the  present  partnership 
with  an  uncle,  Gorge  Orr,  and  they  have  now  built 
up  a  good  business  and  handle  most  of  the  grain  in 
the  vicinity  of  Wilson.  The  fact  that  Mr.  Orr,  al- 
tliougii  Republican  in  politics,  still  holds  the  po- 
sition of  Deputy  Postmaster,  speaks  well  for  his 
standing  in  the  community.  He  has  been  connected 
with  the  office  since  its  establishment,  and  in  all  re- 
spects is  considered  a  valualile  member  of  thecfini- 
ni  unity. 

jf?  YMAN  D.  KNOX,  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
||  (^,  and  stock-raisers  of  Broughton  Township, 
I'-— ^v^,  residing  on  section  28,  is  a  native  of  Ken- 
dall County,  111.,  where  he  was  born  July  17,  1840. 
He  is  a  son  of  Lj-man  S.  and  Lena  (Stockslager) 
Knox.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
his  mother  of  the  State  of  New  York.  His  paternal 
ancestors  were  of  Flnglish  origin,  and  the  maternal 
ancestors  are  supposed  to  have  been  Germans. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  Lyman  Knox,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  His  parents  emigi'ated 
from  Vermont  to  Kendall  County,  111.,  about  1835, 
settling  near  Blackbeny  Creek,  not  far  from  the 
town  of  Bristol,  where  the  father  reared  his  family, 
being  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Kendall 
County,  and  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  17,  1887,  his  wife  having 
died  many  years  previous.  June  15,  1872.  Dur- 
ing his  life  he  filled  several  of  the  minor  offices  in 
his  township,  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known 
as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen,  possessing  the 
sturdy  qualities  which  were  so  essential  to  success 
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ill  the  lilV  of  a  pioneer.  He  was  the  father  of  five 
chiMren.  of  whom  three  survive,  iiamelj' :  Lyman 
D. :  .lulia  E.,  wife  of  L  K.  Young,  of  Kendall 
County,  III.,  and  Mary  L..  wife  of  K.  Holbrook,  re- 
siding in  the  same  eonnty. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  his  only  education  being  gained  in  the 
common  schools,  supplemented  by  the  practical  ex- 
periences of  life  and  the  knowledge  gained  from 
general  reading,  lie  has  from  his  early  youth 
been  constantly  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
On  tlie  .■)th  of  February,  18G8,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Ksther  E.  Brown;  who  was  born  Feb. 
9.  1842,  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Stephen  W.  and  Adeline  (Sloan)  Brown.  Her 
parents  were  lioth  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
father  being  of  English  and  the  mother  of  Irish  de- 
scent. Her  parents  were  among  the  earl^'  settlers  of 
Kendall  County,  111.,  having  come  here  about  1845. 
Both  are  now  deceased,  the  father  dying  in  Octo- 
ber, 187(3,  and  the  mother  Sept.  28,1886.  They 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  eightare  living:  George 
W.  resides  in  Texas;  Natlian  W.  and  Sloan  W.  live 
ill  Iowa:  Jacob  F.,  in  Broughton  Township,  this 
county;  Eliza  M.,  wife  of  William  Ferris,  of  Ken- 
dall County,  111. ;  Polly  M.,  wife  of  L.  F.  Smith,  re- 
sides in  the  same  county;  Sainli  I.,  wife  of  Charles 
Orr,  of  Sandwich,  111. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  have  been  boni  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  \Villis  S.,  Feb.  21,  1869;  Net- 
tie M..  Jan.  10,  1871  ;  Florence  E.,  June  30,  1873; 
Frank,  April  10,  187o;  Clara  E.,  Oct.  26,  1877.  In 
the  spring  of  1868  our  subject  brought  his  young 
wife  to  Livingston  County-,  and  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  where  he  has  made  his  home  ever  since.  He 
first  purchased  a  tract  consisting  of  160  acres 
of  raw  prairie  land,  whicii  he  has  bi'ought  to  a  fine 
stale  of  cultivation.  He  has  .idded  forty  acres  to 
it,  making  200  acres  of  fertile  and  valuable  land 
which  is  well  supplied  with  live  stock  and  commo- 
dious farm  buildings.  -Mr.  Knox  has  been  em- 
ph.itically  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  having 
begun  with  nothing  but  his  own  hands,  and  made 
all  that  lie  lias  by  industry,  ecomjiny  and  hard 
labor.  His  handsome  residence,  surrounded  by 
beautiful  ornamental  trees,  is  one  of  the  most  taste- 
ful and  fine  appearing  of  any  in  that  vicinity. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knox  are  both  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  at  Emington,  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  Mr.  Knox  has  been  a  cheerful  and 
liberal  contributor.  He  has  served  as  Township 
Cfillector  for  two  j'ears,  and  is  now  filling  the  office 
of  School  Trustee,  having  served  efliciently  in  that 
capacity  for  several  years.  He  .also  filled  the  office 
of  Road  Commissioner  for  a  considerable  time. 
He  is  an  intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
interests  himself  in  every  movement  for  the  eleva- 
tion of  society  and  the  upbuilding  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  Uves.  Mr.  Knox  is  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  Livingston  County,  and 
his  present  valuable  possessions  and  pleasant  sur- 
roundings are  substantial  evidences  of  the  success 
which  he  has  attained.  In  politics  he  is  an  out- 
spoken Republican. 


,fj^\  ARTIN  SEABERT  has  lived  twenty-one 
years  of  his  life  in  Livingston  County,  and 
during  that  time  has  kept  pace  with  the  prog- 
ress of  the  county'  and  the  township  in  which 
lie  resides.  He  is  now  located  on  section  18,  Round 
Grove  Township,  where  he  is  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  on  a  farm  of  155  acres,  and  has  met  with  grati- 
fjing  success.  In  1867  he  removed  from  LaSalle 
County  to  Livingston,  where  he  has  continued  to 
reside,  with  the  exception  of  about  three  years. 

Mr.  Seabert  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  9th  of 
Octolier,  1844.  He  accompanied  his  parents  when 
they  emigrated  t<j  America,  when  he  was  about  five 
years  of  age.  After  living  a  few  months  in  New 
York  Slate,  liis  parents  migrated  tolhe  West,  locat- 
ing in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  where  our  subject  lived 
until  he  became  a  citizen  of  Livingston  County. 
With  the  patriotism  that  is  inborn  with  tlie  German 
people,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  assist  his  adopted  Gov- 
ernment in  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion  inau- 
gurated in  1861.  He,  therefore,  enlisted  on  the 
IStli  of  August  of  that  year,  in  Company  H,  11th 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  immediately  went  to  the  front. 
At  the  memorable  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  side  and  right  hand  by  a  minie 
ball,  which  disabled  him  from  active  service  for 
six  months.     After  lie  recovered  sufficiently  to  re- 
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join  his  regiment,  he  participated  in  several  engage- 
ments and  numerous  slcirmishes,  in  which  he  acted  .'i 
gallant  part.  He  was  on  nuiiij"  of  the  long  and  tedi- 
ous marches  which  his  regiment  made,  and  during 
the  time  he  was  in  the  service,  suffered  all  the  pri- 
vations and  the  hardships  incident  to  army  life, 
during  the  earlier  stages  of  the  war.  After  his  dis- 
charge from  the  arm}'  he  returned  to  LaSalle  County, 
and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1867,  when  he 
came  to  Livingston  County  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  .section  29,  Round  Grove  Town- 
ship. Afterward  he  sold  this  land,  and  in  188J 
bought  lo.O  .'icres  on  section  18,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. Upon  this  farm  he  has  made  many  and  val- 
uable improvements,  and  has  brought  it  under  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation. 

On  the  loth  of  December,  1867,  Mr.  Seahert  was 
married  in  Livingston  County,  to  .Susan  E.  Morris. 
who  was  born  in  Canada,  Ma}'  14,  1845,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Charlotte  Morris,  of  whom 
a  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  Albuji.  The  re- 
sult of  this  marriage  has  been  five  children,  whose 
names  are,  Charlotte,  James  E.,  Eslie  J.,  Lydia  and 
Elmer.  These  children  are  all  at  home  with  their 
parents,  who  are  giving  them  every  advantage  in 
their  power  to  obtain  a  good  education,  in  order 
that  they  may  become  good  and  useful  citizens. 

When  he  grew  to  the  age  of  maturity,  Mr.  Sea- 
bert  cast  his  political  lot  with  the  Republican  party, 
of  which  he  has  since  continued  to  be  a  member. 
He  has  held  the  offices  of  Road  Commissioner  and 
School  Director,  and  in  the  latter  position  has  ma- 
terially improved  the  schools  of  his  district.  He  is 
an  enthusiastic  member  of  Post  No.  126,  G.  A.  R.. 
at  Dwight,  111.  He  and  his  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  take 
much  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  congregation  to 
which  they  belong.  Mr.  Seabert  is  an  unostenta- 
tious and  valuable  citizen. 


WTLLIAM  FLANIGAN,  a  veteran  of  the  late 
Civil  War.  and  one  of  the  most  highly  es- 
teemed Irish-American  citizens  of  this  coun- 
ty, is  one  of  the  solid  property  owners  of    Sunbury 
Township,  having  240  acres  of    valuable  land    on 
"' '    section   13.     He   is  noted  for  his    straightforward 


methods  and  integwty,  and  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  contributed  t<nvard  the  embellishment  of  the 
northern  part  of  Livingston  County,  by  erecting 
within  its  precincts  one  of  the  finest  homesteads 
among  the  many  for  which  it  has  become  so  gener- 
ally noted,  and  ;i  view  of  which  is  presented  in  this 
coiinertion.  He  conniienced  in  life  with  modest 
means,  but  nature  bountifully  supplied  him  with 
those  most  valuable  resources  which  can  be  given  to 
a  man.  viz:  industry  and  perseverance.  He  has 
never  been  afraid  of  hard  work,  and  always  made 
it  a  point  to  live  within  his  income,  and  his  present 
position  sociall}'  and  flnanciallj'  is  but  the  natural 
result  of  a  career  commenced  and  followed  under 
such  circumstances. 

Our  subject,  the  son  of  Edward  and  Margaret 
(McGee)  Fl.anigan,  is  a  native  of  the  same  localitj' 
as  his  parents,  County  Queens,  in  the  southern  part 
of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  1838.  While  he  was 
stillan  infant,  his  parents  crossed  the  Atlantic,  de- 
termined to  avail  themselves  of  the  inducements 
held  out  by  the  New  World  to  the  enterprising 
emigrant.  Thej'  remained  residents  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  until  1845,  then  started  for  Illinois,  via  the 
Hudson  River,  the  lirie  Canal  and  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  and  thence  by  canal  to  Ottawa  in  LaSalle 
County.  Edward  Flanigan  rented  a  tract  of  land 
near  the  site  of  the  present  city,  and  subsequently 
removed  to  a  point  near  the  present  site  of  Streator. 
In  the  latter  locality  he  rented  a  large  farm,  upon 
which  he  operated  until  the  close  of  his  earthly- 
labors.  He  was  stricken  down  in  his  prime,  his 
death  occurring  about  1  859.  After  the  death  of 
her  husband,  Mrs.  Flanigan,  who  was  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  business  capacity,  purchased  a 
farm,  the  cultivation  of  which  she  superintended 
many  years,  and  which  she  now  owns.  It  is  located 
four  miles  west  of  Streator.  and  since  1882  has 
been  conducted  by  a  tenant,  A'hile  IMrs.  F.  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Chicago. 

Of  the  children  of  Edward  and  Margaret  Flani- 
gan, nine  in  number,  seven  lived  to  mature  years. 
William,  being  but  an  infant  when  his  parents  came 
to  America,  knows  no  other  than  his  adopted  home. 
He  remained  under  the  ixarental  roof  until  the  out- 
break of  the  late  Rebellion,  and  then  in  August,  1 862, 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  104th  Illinois  Infantry,  which 
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\v:i#  assii;neil  to  the  1st  l>rig:nU\  1  Itli  Army  Corps. 
Durinsr  lii.<  three  ye.irs'  seivioi^  he  |)iirtieii»ted  in 
manv  of  the  iiu|>ort;»nt  battles  of  the  war,  nnd 
tinally  joined  the  army  of  Gen.  Sherman,  being  pres- 
ent at  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  an<l  the  siege  and 
capture  of  Atlanta.  He  joined  in  the  famous  march 
to  the  sea.  meeting  tlie  rebels  at  various  points  in 
the  southeast,  and  then  up  through  the  Carolinas, 
and  via  Richmond  to  Washington,  after  the  sur- 
render of  t-ien.  Lee  at  Appomattox.  He  was  pres- 
ent in  the  grand  review  at  the  capital,  and  there  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge,  and  was  mustered 
out.  His  experience  in  the  armj-  was  like  that  of 
many  of  the  brave  boys  who  fought  heroically,  suf- 
fered uncomplainingly,  and  esteemed  it  nothing 
less  than  the  duty  they  owed  to  their  country,  that 
they  should  sacritice  for  a  time  their  liberty,  ;iud  it 
might  be  their  lives. 

Upon  becoming  once  more  a  civilian,  Mr.  Flanigan 
returned  to  La.Salle  County,  and  resumed  the  occu- 
pation which  was  most  in  harmonj'  with  his  tastes  and 
cap.acities,  namely,  the  independent  career  of  a  far- 
mer. It  is  true  he  had  yet  to  assert  his  independence, 
but  he  had  witnessed  too  often  Ihe  results  of  per- 
severcncc  and  industry  not  to  be  assured  of  success. 
He  remained  .as  an  employe  for  a  couple  of  years  per- 
haps, and  then  piu'chased  eight}'  acres  of  wild  land 
in  Richmond  Township,  LaSalle  County,  at  ^22  per 
acre.  This  he  broke  and  fenced  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble, and  the  following  year  sold  it  at  $40  per  acre, 
thus  realizing  a  handsome  profit.  In  1869  he  came 
to  this  county,  and  purchased  a  quarter  section  in 
.Sunbury  Township,  which  is  now  a  part  of  his  jires- 
ent  homestead.  This  was  wild  prairie,  the  sod  of 
which  had  never  been  broken  by  tiie  i)loughshare, 
and  for  which  he  paid  ^\H  per  acre.  He  operated 
u]jon  this  as  ui)on  the  other,  and  the  locality  suiting 
him  much  better,  he  decided  to  remain  here  perma- 
nently, lb-  put  lip  good  buildings,  and  in  due 
time  becauir  owner  of  eighty  acres  adjoining.  He 
has  availed  himself  of  modern  methods  and  im- 
l^roved  machinery,  and  takes  the  lead  among  the 
progressive  agriculturists  of  his  .section. 

After  he  had  laid  the  foundations  of  a  future 
home,  .Mr.  Klanigan  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and 
helpmeet  in  the  pcr.son  of  -Miss  Maggie  Moore,  to 
whom  he  wa.,  man  ied  iit  the  home  of    the  liride    in 


Richland  Township,  Feb.  21,  1H71.  Mrs.  F.  was 
born  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  the  3'ear  1847, 
and  is  the  daugiiter  of  Thomas  and  Maggie  (Mor- 
gan) Moore,  also  of  Irish  birth  and  ancestry.  The 
family  came  to  America  in  1  8,52.  tind  located  south 
of  the  present  city  of  LalSalle.  The  father  engaged 
in  farming,  and  died  there  two  years  later,  aged 
about  fifty-eight  years.  Mrs.  Moore  survived  her 
husband  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-four  years, 
her  death  taking  place  at  the  home  of  her  son  in 
Richland  Township,  March  12,  1878. 

IMr.  Flanigan  takes  considerable  interest  in  local 
politics,  and  usually  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
although  asserting  his  right  of  independence,  and 
aiming  to  support  the  men  whom  he  considers  best 
qualified  to  serve  the  interests  of  tlie  people.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
still  clings  to  the  religion  of  his  forefathers.  There 
is  no  more  reliable  man  within  the  precincts  of  Sun- 
bury  Township,  or  one  who  is  held  in  higher  respect. 
The  home  which  he  has  built  up  indicates  his  in- 
telligence and  thrift,  and  forms  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive spots  in  the  landscape  of  that  locality. 


-'^/v-u^i^flJ2/©^^ 


i/^.S/JT2fZr»v -w^- 


¥'1  i^tLLlAM  HALK, 
of  good  land  on 
Townshi[),   took 


fILLIAM  HACK,  proprietor  of  eighty  acres 
on  seetitm  6,  in  Saunemin 
possesion  of  his  present 
farm  in  the  spring  of  1884.  He  is  known  as  a  law- 
abiding  and  peaceable  citizen,  marked  for  his  hon- 
esty and  industry,  and  possessing  the  steady 
persistence  and  resolution  which  invariably  bring 
success.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  the  midst  of 
his  strength  and  activity,  and  is  the  head  of  a  fam- 
ily, comprising  an  estimable  and  capable  wife  and 
four  children.  They  are  regular  attendants  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  to  which  they  contribute  cheer- 
fully as  their  means  justify,  and  Mr.  Hack,  politi- 
cally, votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Our  subject  w.as  born  in  the  Province  of  Meck- 
lenburg, (lermany,  March  1,  1841,  of  parents  who 
descended  from  [nire  German  ancestry.  He  w.as 
reared  to  manhood  near  the  place  of  his  birth,  and 
early  in  life  was  made  acquainted  with  its  labors 
and  duties.  When  twenty-nine  ye.ars  of  age  he 
was  marrie<l,  Aug.  3, 1S70,  to  Miss  Dora  Ptlughaupt. 
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He  embarked  for  America,  taking  passage  at  Ham- 
burg, and  two  weeks  later  landed  in  New  York 
City.  Thence  he  came  directl_v  to  Grundy  County, 
this  State,  and  secured  employment,  first  as  a  farm 
laborer,  after  which  he  rented  a  tract  of  land  upon 
which  he  operated  until  coming  to  this  count}-. 
Fortunately  he  was  blessed  witii  good  health,  and 
by  the  aid  of  his  sensililo  helpmeet  ere  long  was 
enabled  to  save  a  snug  sum  of  money  wiiich  he  in- 
vested in  his  present  propert}-.  He  has  been  con- 
tinually adding  improvements,  and  keeps  pace 
with  his  neighboi's  in  the  modern  methods  <if  farm- 
ing. 

The  names  of  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hack 
are  John,  Ida,  William  and  Louis.  .John  was  born 
Jan.  30,  1872;  Ida,  June  14,  1873;  William,  April 
18,  1875,  and  Loui.s,  Feb.  19,  1881. 


^s^  TP:PHP:N  F.  BARNES,  the  subject  of  t 

'^^^    sketch,  is  a  gentleman  who  has  been  so 

lv/_<aP  tently  eng.aged  in  prosecuting  his  busir 


TP:PHP:N  F.  BARNES,  the  subject  of  this 

so  in- 
)usiness 
of  farming  and  stock-raising  in  Sunbm'y 
Township,  that  he  has  reached  liis  forty-sixth  year 
without  tendering  his  heart  and  hand  to  any  of  the 
fair  sex.  and  is  fast  verging  on  to  bachelorhood, 
which  stage  of  life  he  will  reach  within  a  very  few 
years  if  he  does  not  conclude  to  take  under  his  jiro- 
tecting  care  one  of  Mother  Eve's  fair  daughters. 
Mr.  Barnes  was  born  in  Fairfield  Count}',  Conn., 
Nov.  20,  1841.  He  is  the  elder  of  two  children 
born  to  John  L.  and  Hannah  (Cooper)  Barnes,  both 
of  whom  are  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  pater- 
nal grandparents,  William  and  Susannah  (Finney) 
Barnes,  were  natives  of  Whitehall,  N.  Y.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  Prezarva  and  Phila  Cooper, 
were  natives  of  New  York.  John  L.  Barnes,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  a  farmer  b}'  occupation, 
and  died  when  the  latter  was  two  years  of  age. 
In  18.57  the  widow  sold  out  in  Connecticut,  and 
with  her  family  of  two  children,  our  subject  and 
Mark  C,  migrated  to  the  West,  .settling  first  in  La- 
Salle  County,  111.,  where  they  remained  for  six 
years.  In  186.5  the  familj'  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  160  acres  of  par- 
tially improved  land,  upon  which  they  immediately 


settled,  and  began  the  work  of  developing  and  im- 
proving it.  In  this  tliey  have  been  quite  success- 
ful, and  liave  erected  upon  the  place  good  and  sub- 
stantial buildings  of  all  descriptions.  Our  subject 
lias  remained  upon  this  farm  since  first  settling 
u[>(jn  it,  and  resides  with  his  motlier,  who  has 
cliargp  of  the  household  duties.  Mr.  Barnes  raises 
considerable  numbers  of  fine  grade  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs,  and  in  these  specialties  exhibits  consid- 
erable tact.  Mark  C.  Barnes  settled  in  Dawson 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser. 

Mr.  Barnes  has  always  been  an  industrious  and 
painstaking  man,  and  whatever  he  finds  to  do  he 
does  well.  He  was  reared  a  farmer,  which  occupa- 
tion he  has  always  followed.  His  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools  of  Illinois.  In  his 
political  affiliations  he  goes  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  does  not  take  an  active  interest  in  politi- 
cal matters.  He  has  served  in  some  of  the  minor 
offices  of  the  township,  but  has  neither  the  taste 
nor  the  time  for  office.  He  has  frequentlj'  visited 
Nebraska  for  the  purpose  of  making  investments, 
which  have  always  proved  fortunate  ones  for  him. 
He  devotes  his  entire  time  to  his  farm  and  stock, 
and  goes  about  his  work  with  much  enthusiasm. 

In  presenting  the  portrait  of  the  mother  of  Mr. 
Barnes,  which  we  do  in  this  connection,  our  patrons 
have  the  picture  of  a  most  estimable  lady,  and  one 
who  deserves  the  highest  commendation  for  the  ex- 
cellent manner  in  which  she  has  managed  her  affairs 
since  the  death  of  her  husband,  and  tlie  way  in 
which  she  has  reared  her  sons. 

« — «-5-^H^^-*i?;^ J. 

ILLIAM  ROOK,  who  is  not  only  a  leading 
J/l  farmer,  but  a  representative  citizen  in  For- 
^^  est  Township,  located  on  section  26  since 
1882,  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  Oct. 
20,  1822.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Sut- 
ton) Rook,  who  were  natives  of  England.  The 
father  was  a  laborer  by  occupation,  and  both  the 
parents  died  in  England.  There  were  eleven  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  William,  Ann, 
Charles,  Mary,  Eliza,  Thomas,  John,  Sarah  and 
Hannah,  and  one  pair  of  twins.     Ann  became  the 
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wife  of  John  Tiplor,  who  was  a  native  of  England ; 
she  tlied  in  1800,  an<l  the  husband  died  two  yeais 
later.  Charles  is  still  living  in  England,  where  lie 
is  a  laborer;  John  is  married,  and  is  engaged  in 
fanning  in  Kansas;  Marv  married  Matthew  Bell- 
more,  who  is  deceased :  Eli/.a  married  AVilliam 
Lambler,  who  is  a  laborer,  and  the^y  live  in  Peoria 
County;  Hannah  married  John  Bugg,  and  they 
reside 'in  England:  Thonias.  Sarah  and  the  twin-, 
are  dead. 

William  Ro<.>k  began  for  himself  when  about  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  and  for  fourteen  years  before 
marriage  worked  by  the  day  and  mouth.  On  May 
J,  1851,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Bickett, 
a  daughter  of  very  highly  respected  parents  in 
England.  Thej"  had  but  one  child,  who  was  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  About  four  weeks  after  their 
marriage  ilr.  and  Mrs.  Rook  embai'ked  for  the 
United  States,  and  landed  at  Philadelphia,  where 
they  remained  for  a  short  time.  They  then  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  Delaware,  where  he  worked 
as  a  laborer  for  about  two  \'ears,  and  then  returned 
to  New  York  and  located  in  Ansville,  Steuben 
Count}-,  where  they  remained  from  March  until 
October;  in  the  latter  month  thej-  came  West  and 
located  in  Peorui  Count}',  111.,  and  remained  for 
fourteen  years.  For  two  years  after  locating  in 
that  county  Mr.  Rook  worked  by  the  month,  and 
then  tended  a  rented  farm  for  about  eleven  years, 
and  then  rented  one  year  of  another  man.  In  the 
year  1868  they  came  to  Livingston  County,  and 
first  stopped  in  Forest  Township,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  27.  On  this  farm 
he  constructed  a  good  Iiouse  and  began  other  im- 
provements. The  family  remained  upon  this  farm 
until  1882,  in  which  year  Mr.  Ri>ok  purchased 
IGO  acres  i>n  section  2i;.  where  he  ikiw  live.s  with 
his  daughter. 

-Mrs.  Rook  died  Sept.  2,  187.5,  and  was  buried 
in  Forest  Cemetery.  .She  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  ;ind  a 
woman  of  many  excellent  qualities.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rook  had  born  to  tiiem  four  ciiildren,  two  girls 
anfl  two  boys.  .Mary  married  Geovgc  Sw.-iit',,  a 
farmer,  and  tliey  located  in  Nebraska:  William 
married  Mary  Gouldsburry,  and  is  residing  on  his 
father's    place    on    section  27,    Fort^st    Towii-liip; 


Eliza  married  Ephraim  Spray,  a  farmer,  who  died 
in  October,  1881,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren, named  Marj\  John  and  Charlie;  Thomas  is 
unmarried  .and  lives  at  home.  Mr.  Rook,  who  is 
among  the  older  settlers  of  Livingston  County,  is 
in  all  respects  a  representative  citizen.  His  political 
affiliations  are  with  the  Democratic  party,  of  which 
he  has  been  a  faithful  adherent  for  very  mauj'  years. 

-»-HH-^Ksi:}::^5j«^-H>i-«- 

jy^REDERICK  CARLTON,  one  of  the  first 
t=^i  English  residents  of  Livingston  County, 
/li  "  came  to  Central  Illinois  when  a  young  man, 
without  other  means  than  his  strong  hands  and  res- 
olute heart.  He  had  not  long  before  made  an  ocean 
voyage  in  the  hopes  of  bettering  his  condition  in 
life,  having  been  born  in  Kent  Count}-,  England, 
Jan.  18,  1814.  He  had  been  trained  to  habits  of 
industry  and  economj'  by  his  parents,  and  was 
fairlj'  well  fitted  for  the  further  struggle  of  life. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Judith 
(Breble)  Carlton,  who  were  also  of  English  birth 
and  parentage,  and  spent  their  entire  lives  on  their 
native  soil.  The  p.arental  family  included  sixteen 
children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows:  William,  liv- 
ing in  England ;  Ann  was  married  and  became  the 
mother  of  fourteen  children ;  she  died  in  June,  1882. 
Louisa  is  married  and  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
London;  she  has  no  children.  HenrV'  died  in  De- 
cember, 1886,  in  England,  leaving  a  wife  and  six 
children;  Charles,  Elizabeth  and  Jo.seph  are  also 
deceased;  Benjamin  is  farming  in  Long  Point 
Township,  this  count}',  and  Josiah  died  unmarried 
man}'  years  ago;  ftliriam  is  living  in  England,  and 
has  a  husband  and  several  children;  Sarah,  John 
and  Edward  are  deceased;  Jane  is  living  with  her 
second  husband  in  the  city  of  London.  The  young- 
est son,  also  named  Edward,  came  to  America  and 
is  farming  in  Long  Point  Township. 

In  Kent,  England,  Dec.  20.  1840,  Mr.  Carlton 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Winser, 
whose  parents  were  also  natives  of  England.  Mrs. 
Carlton  died  Oct.  16,  1870.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Charles  was  born  April  17,  1842,  and  died 
August   14  following;  Caroline   was  liorn  July  21, 
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18-14,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1845;  Frances  was  bom 
April  28,  1847,  and  died  on  the  3d  of  May  follow- 
ing; Jennie  was  born  Aug.  22,  1850,  and  died  Aug. 
20,  1852;  Betsey  was  born  Sept.  20,  1852,  and  died 
November  G  following;  Charlotte  Eva  was  born 
March  3,  1855,  and  is  living  with  her  parents;  Al- 
fred was  born  Nov.  13,  1859,  and  died  January  13 
following;  Frederick  was  born  Oct.  30,  1862,  and 
died  Aug.  10,  1863.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlton  being 
greatly  afflicted  in  the  loss  of  so  many  of  tlieir 
little  ones,  adopted  a  boy,  Alfred  York,  who  was 
born  Nov.  G,  18G0.  He  was  also  taken  from  them, 
Aug.  10,  1868. 

Entering  160  acres  of  land  in  1842,  Mr.  Carlton 
at  once  began  its  cultivation  and  improvement,  and 
in  due  time  found  himself  upon  a  solid  footing  and 
on  the  road  to  a  competency.  He  is  now  tiie  owner 
of  eighty  acres,  having  sold  100  of  his  original 
farm  ;  this  has  been  thoroughly  drained  with  tOe, 
enclosed  with  good  fences  and  supplied  with  excel- 
lent farm  buildings.  Notwithstanding  the  labor 
it  has  required  to  bring  the  homestead  to  its  pres- 
ent condition,  he  has  always  been  willing  to  devote 
time  and  means  to  the  encouragement  of  those  en- 
terprises calculated  for  the  good  of  the  people 
around  him.  He  has  contributed  h.nndreds  of  dol- 
lars in  various  directions  to  wortlij'  enterprises,  his 
generosit}'  being  one  of  the  distinguishing  traits  of 
his  character.  He  is  known  as  a  kind  man  in  his 
family  and  one  of  the  most  obliging  and  pleasant 
of  neighbors. 

On  another  page  of  this  Album  is  shown  a  view 
of  Mr.  Carlton's  residence  with  its  surroundings. 


RA  COOK,  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
Livingston  County,  who  have  established  them- 
selves in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their 
neighbors,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  16,  Amity  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Ohio,  April  1,  1820,  and  is 
the  son  of  Eli  and  Mary  (Crary)  Cook,  and  the 
third  child-  in  a  family  of  nine,  five  of  wliom  are 
yet  living. 

Mr.  Cook  was  married  to  Miss  Harietta  Ann, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Jane  (Taylor)  DeVelbis, 
4»  • 


natives  of  Ohio  and  Maryland  respectively.  She 
was  the  third  in  a  large  family  of  children  who  were 
born  in  the  following  order:  Kate,  James,  Taylor, 
Harietta.  Eliza,  Mary,  Andrew,  Alfred  and  Albert. 
Kate  married  Jonathan  Hawk,  who  died  on  the  21st 
of  March,  1881,  leaving  a  wife  and  three  children; 
she  now  resides  in  Loveland,  Ohio.  James  T.  died 
in  childhood ;  Eliza  married  Lewis  Summcrrell,  who 
died  in  1872,  and  she  now  lives  in  Minneapolis, 
caring  for  her  three  children ;  Mary  died  at  the  age 
I  of  fourteen ;  and  Andrew,  when  twentj'-one ;  Alfred, 
who  is  now  a  resident  of  Cincinnati,  married  Susan 
Crosson,  and  Albert  died  in  childhood. 

The  parents  of  Ira  Cook  had  a  large  family  of 
children,  as  follows:  William  was  born  near  New- 
port, Ky.,  June  25,  1821,  and  was  married  to  Sarah 
Cobb,  who  died  in  1850;  he  died  in  October,  1867. 
Eli  was  born  Nov.  25,  1825,  and  was  married  to 
Almeda  Davis;  he  died  in  1885,  leaving  four  chil- 
dren— William  F.,  Charles  F.,  George  F.  and  Frank; 
the  widow  lives  in  Cupola,  Col.,  with  Frank,  the 
youngest  child.  Ira  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Wesley  was  born  in  1832,  and  lives  in  Cornell; 
Emily  was  born  April  12,  1834,  and  was  married 
to  Henry  Kane  of  Mainville,  Warren  Countj';  she 
died  in  October,  1868,  leaving  two  children.  John, 
born  on  the  7th  of  September,  1836,  married  Relia 
Beaver,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  and  with  their  family  of 
four  children  lives  in  Nebraska;  Amanda  was  born 
in  1840,  and  died  in  December,  1841  ;  Adeline  was 
born  in  1842,  and  married  Henry  Kane  of  Main- 
ville ;  Joseph,  now  a  resident  of  Philadelphia,  was 
j  born  in  1847,  in  Cincinnati,  and  was  married  to 
1  Emma  Tufts,  of  Mainville,  who  has  borne  him  two 
:  children,  a  boy  and  girl ;  he  .served  for  a  time  in 
the  southern  division  of  the  pension  department, 
but  stepped  down  and  out  with  the  incoming  of 
Cleveland's  administration.  Willis  Edward  was 
;  born  on  the  28th  of  Juh',  1 853,  and  was  married  to 
Kate  Antrim  in  Iowa;  they  live  in  Platte  County, 
Neb.,  and  have  five  chihlren,  named :  Archie,  Al- 
fred, Charlie,  Elizabeth  and  Hattie.  Ireatta  K. 
was  born  June  5,  1855,  and  married  Charles  E.  Gill, 
of  Peoria,  III.,  and  they  have  three  children,  named 
Emer3',  Earle  and  Ira.  Mar^'  Jane  was  born  Oct. 
20,  1857,  and  was  married  to  Archie  Dicken,  Dec. 
1    6,  1879;  they  have  three  children,  named   Harriet, 
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Grace  and  llai r_v ;  Alfred  N.  was  boiii  Fob.  22, 
1S6(<.  and  ii!  now.  after  attending  sehool  in  Ohio, 
teaching  in  Illinuis. 

Mr.  Cook's  father  was  born  Nov.  2,  1705,  and 
died  in  October.  1881.  and  his  mother  died  on  the 
lUh  of  J.iuuary.  1873;  both  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Jlrs.  Cook's  motlier 
died  in  1844,  and  her  father  died  in  1855.  Ira 
Cook  migrated  to  LaSalle  County,  111.,  from  Ohio. 
in  1854,  thence  to  Livingston  County  in  the  spring 
of  18()2.  and  to  his  i)resent  It  nation  in  Marcli. 
1883,  where  be  owns  a  farm  of  141  acres  of  good 
land,  a  large  proportion  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  wherever  necessary  is  drained  with  tile. 
His  home  is  convenient  to  school  and  church,  the 
former  being  but  a  half  mile  and  the  latter  two  and 
one-half  miles  away.  Mr.  Cook  devotes  his  time 
principally  t<>  farming  and  stock-raising,  although 
he  fills  the  position  of  Supervisor  of  his  township, 
and  holds  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which 
he  has  served  for  the  past  six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a  Trustee  and  Secretary  of 
the  l^uarterh"  Conference. 

A>  illustrative  of  the  progress  made  in  this  sec- 
tion of  countrv,  since  the  days  of  the  old  log  cabin. 
we  present  on  another  page  of  this  Ai.iu-:m  a  view 
of  Mr.  Cook's  residence. 

■  ACOB  J.  FOLTS.  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
has  had  much  to  do  with  the  material  inter- 
ests of  various  sections  of  Livingston  County, 
and  occupies  a  prominent  position  in  her 
commercial  interests  of  to-da3'.  He  has  also  occu- 
pied a  notable  position  in  a  judicial  sense,  hav- 
ing for  many  years  been  the  legal  arbitrator  be- 
tween the  people  who  have  invoked  the  law  in  the 
settlement  of  their  differences  and  the  establish- 
ment of  their  rights.  He  is  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  the  village  of  Campus,  and  also  senior 
inemljer  of  the  firm  (A  J.  J.  Polls  Si.  Son,  hardware 
<lealer>. 

.Mr.  Polls  i:-  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
"here  lii'    wa-   born    in    I'.oonville,  Oneida   County, 


Dec.  25,  1826.  He  resided  in  that  place  until  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age,  during  which  lime  he 
availed  himself  of  the  advantages  afforded  by  the 
village  school  for  obtaining  an  education.  From 
BoQuville  he  went  to  the  town  of  Alexander,  Jef- 
ferson Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  f.arming 
initil  the  fall  of  1852,  when  he  came  West  and  lo- 
cated in  Kendall  County.  111.,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  and  continued  to  live  until  the  winter  of  1867, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  Livingston  County  and 
settled  in  Broughton  Township,  where  he  purchased 
a  farm.  Here  he  resided  until  the  establishment  of 
the  village  of  Campus,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  first  settlers.  The  growth  of  the  vil- 
lage has  been  largely  the  result  of  his  untiring  en- 
ergj'  in  securing  for  it  both  people  and  business. 
He  erected  the  store  building  which  he  now  occu- 
pies, and  has  been  engaged  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness since  the  village  was  established.  In  addition 
to  hardware,  his  firm  also  deals  largely  in  lumber, 
furniture  and  agricultural  implements.  Besides 
this  establishment  in  Campus,  the  firm  of  J.  J. 
Folts  &  Son  operates  a  similar  store  at  Emington, 
in  Broughton  Township,  and  is  also  interested'  in 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  furniture  at  Reddiek, 
Kankakee  County.  Mr,  Folts  owns  farms  aggre- 
gating 320  acres  of  laud  in  JJvingston  County, 
which  are  occupied  and  farmed  b3'  intelligent  and 
enterprising  tenants,  and  are  quite  remunerative. 
Since  the  spring  of  1886  Mr.  Folts  has  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  which  position  he 
has  displayed  most  excellent  judgment  and  un- 
doubted fairness.  His  decisions  have  invarlablj^ 
l)een  based  upon  the  law,  and  the  evidence  and  ap- 
peals from  them  are  indeed  very  rare.  He  vms 
Supervisor  of  Broughton  Township  at  the  time  of 
the  erection  of  the  new  court-house  in  Pontiac. 

In  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  13th  of  Jan- 
nary,  1848,  Mr.  Folts  was  married  to  Miss  Silvia 
A.  Lewis,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  County.  To 
Ibeni  two  children  have  been  born — Clarissa  J.  and 
Frank  K.  Clarissa  J.  was  the  wife  of  Clark  W. 
Beeoher,  and  died  in  Broughton  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  fin  the  5th  of  August,  1883;  she  left 
three  children,  whose  names  are,  Arthur  J.,  Frank 
and  Delia.  Frank  E.  married  Miss  Emma  Mon-is, 
and  they  have  six   children — Lela,    Lewis,  Arthur, 
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Clara,  Vera  and  a  babe  unnamed;  he  is  engaged,  in 
company  with  his  father,  in  the  prosecution  of  tlie 
business  at  Campus. 

The  Folts  homestead  in  Campus  is  one  of  tiie 
finest  in  that  section  of  Livingston  Count}';  it  is 
imposing  in  appearance  and  comfortable  in  interior. 
Its  owner  is  a  gentleman  who  appreciates  comforts 
and  conveniences,  and  in  the  construction  of  this 
house  he  seems  to  have  made  special  provision  for 
both.  It  is  a  hospitable  home,  and  the  neighbors 
and  friends  of  the  surrounding  community  are 
made  welcome  at  all  times  by  the  generous-hearted 
host  and  hostess.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Folts  belong  to 
the  Methodist  Lpiscopal  Church. 

^^ ^^ ^ 


a!  IfclLLlAM  CHAPPLE,  the  subject  of  this 
resident  of  Round 
p,  located  on  section  1 ,  for 
ten  years,  and  has  within  that  time  made  himself 
.and  family'  a  most  pleasant  and  comfortable  home. 
During  the  year  1887  he  completed  a  new  residence 
that  is  a  credit  to  the  township,  and  one  over  which 
Mr.  Chappie  exhibits  pardonable  pride.  Such  far- 
mers as  our  subject  are  the  kind  who  beautify  and 
advance  the  country'  in  which  they  live,  and  not 
only  add  to  their  own  comfort,  but  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community  which  surrounds  them. 
We  are  pleased  to  present  on  an  adjoining  page  a 
view  of  Mr.  Chappie's  handsome  homestead. 

Mr.  Chappie  was  born  in  England,  Dec.  12,  1830, 
and  is  the  son  of  Edward  and  Fannie  Chappie,  both 
of  whom  died  in  that  country.  His  early  life  was 
spent  on  the  farm  in  England,  and  he  was  after- 
ward, during  a  period  of  about  eight  3'ears,  em- 
ployed in  extensive  iron  works  in  Wales,  where  he 
obtained  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  manufacture 
of  iron.  In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Chappie  immigrated 
to  this  country,  and  coming  direct  from  New  York 
to  LaSalle  Count}',  111.,  he  concluded  to  adopt 
farming  as  his  occupation.  The  first  jear  oi  his 
residence  in  LaSalle  County  he  worked  upon  a 
farm  bj-  the  month,  and  then  farmed  rented  land 
until  July,  1877,  when  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
section  1,  upon  which  lie  has  since   resided,    he  has 


brought  his  farm  to  an  almost  perfect  state  of  cul 
tivation,  and  made  all  classes  of  improvements. 

On  the  lOth  of  April,  1854,  Mr.  Chappie  was 
married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Cockrain,  who  was  born 
in  England  on  the  17tli  of  January,  1828,  and  is 
the  daugliter  of  John  and  Betsej-  (Mooreman) 
C<jckram,  wIk)  were  also  natives  of  England.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chappie  have  tiiree  children  living, 
namely:  Mary,  Thomas  W.  and  Emma  E.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  Austin  Ellsworth,  and  they  reside  in 
Colorado;  Thomas  and  Emma  are  at  home  with 
their  [lareuts.  They  have  buried  six  children, 
three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  unnamed.  Those 
who  died  after  being  named  were  Jane,  Rlioda  and 
Lucy. 

Upon  coming  to  this  country  Mr.  Chappie  inves- 
tigated the  political  status  of  affairs  with  the  inten- 
tion of  intelligently  identifying  iiimself  with  one  or 
the  other  of  the  great  political  parties,  and  the  re- 
sult of  this  investig.ation  was  that  he  allied  himself 
with  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  a  zealous  member.  He  has  been  in  no  sen.se 
a  seeker  after  political  preferment,  but  has  been 
chosen  by  his  neighbors  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  btfices  (if  Road  Commissioner  and  School  Di- 
rector, which  he  did  to  the  entire  satisfactior.  of 
the  people.  Mr.  Chappie  and  his  family  have  es- 
tablished themselves  in  the  good  wishes  of  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  the}'  live. 


VlJAMES  EWING.  Thi.s  gentleman,  located 
on  section  24,  Pontiac  Township,  has  fairly 
commenced  his  career  as  an  independent 
farmer,  and  is  accpiitting  iiimself  with  gi-eat 
credit,  displaying  a  thorough  understjiuding  of  his 
calling,  tilling  the  soil  to  good  advantage,  and  con- 
siderabl}'  interesting  himself  in  stock-raising.  His 
property  includes  160  acres  of  finely  cultivated 
land,  with  a  good  residence,  barn  and  out-buildings, 
the  accumuhition  of  his  own  industry,  as  he  began 
life  with  modest  means  and  dependent  only  upon 
his  own  resources. 

Mr.  Ewing,  like  many  others  forming  a  large  pro- 
portion 1  if  the  substantial  residents  of  Livingston 
County,  IS  a  native    of  Huntingdon   County,  Pa., 
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where  he  was  born  Nov.  17,  1852.  He  is  the  son 
of  "William  and  Mary  Ann  (Henrj-)  Ewing,  also  na- 
tives of  the  Keystone  State,  and  of  German  and 
Irish  ancestry  respectively, 'witii  enough  comming- 
ling of  the  Scotch-Irish  to  make  up  a  very  worthy 
and  substantial  whole.  William  Pawing  was  born 
and  reared  in  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and  was 
prominent  in  the  local  affairs  of  his  county, holding 
its  various  offices  as  one  of  the  stancbest  supporters 
of  the  Democratic  party.  The  parental  household 
included  nine  children,  seven  now  living,  namely  : 
James,  Marv,  Fanny,  Carrie,  Lizzie,  Idol  and  Hen- 
rietta. 

James  Ewing  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Hunting- 
dun  County,  receiving  a  good  English  education, 
and  after  completing  his  studies  engaged  for  a  time 
in  teaching.  He  came  to  the  West  in  1875,  locat- 
ing in  Pontiac  Township,  this  county,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  was  married,  in  the  twentj'- 
fourth  year  of  his  age,  Feb.  17,  1876,  to  Miss  Nannie 
McCord,  who  was  born  in  his  own  count}-,  Jan.  24, 
1 852,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Martha 
(Ban)  McCord.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  namely:  Grace,  who  was  born  Nov.  4, 
1876:  Fanny,  Aug.  20,  1878;  William,  Oct.  29, 
1879;  Carrie,  Aug.  27,  1881,  and  James,  March  20, 
1883.  Mr.  Ewihg's  farm  is  neatly  laid  out  and  en- 
closed with  substantial  fences,  while  the  stock  is 
well  cared  for  and  the  machinery  is  of  the  best  de- 
scription. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ewing,  with  their  in- 
teresting family,  form  no  unimportant  portion  of 
the  intelligent  community  where  they  dwell,  and  are 
held  in  universal  respect. 

We  are  jjleased  to  piesent  on  an  adj(jining  page 
a  view  of  Mr.  Ewing's  residence,  as  representative 
of  the  buildings  of  this  section  of  country. 


EHEMIAH  SULLIVAN,  a 
ligence  and  education,  .ind 
tilling  the  soil  lias  carefully 
training   of    his    intellectua 


faruiei'  of  intcl- 
oiic    who  while 

<i'|it  ill  iiiiiid  llie 
capacilics,    li;is 


been  a  resident  of  Siinbiiry  Township  since  llie 
Spring  of  1W70.  lie  is  one  of  the  finest  representa- 
tives of  the  warm-hearted  Irish  nationality  who 
luive   coiilriliutcd  ii^  essiaitiallv  to  llie  progress  ;iiid 
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devolopment  of  the  resources  of  the  great  West. 
He  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years  when  he  first  set 
foot  on  American  soil,  and  has  become  thoroughly 
identified  with  the  interests  of  his  adopted  country. 
Some  of  our  best  educated  men,  our  poets  and  our 
scholars,  besides  those  who  have  engaged  in  the 
various  industries  of  the  United  States,  are  emana- 
tions of  Erin's  Green  Isle.  Our  subject  is  one  of 
the  worthiest  representatives  of  a  long  line  of  hon- 
ored ancestry,  and  the  main  points  of  his  historj% 
necessarily  brief  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  we  give  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Sullivan  was  born  in  County  Kerry,  Ireland, 
in  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Michael  Sullivan,  a  native 
of  the  same  locality,  who  was  there  reared  to  man- 
hood, and  married  a  maiden  of  his  own  countj'.  In 
1847,  after  the  birth  of  his  second  son,  he  immi- 
grated to  America  with  one  son,  locating  in 
Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  time  in  the 
copper  mines.  He  was  joined  by  his  wife  and  their 
remaining  children  in  1851,  at  Milwaukee,  and  the 
following  year  came  into  LaSalle  County,  this 
State,  and  went  into  the  employ  of  the  Rock  Island 
Railroad  Company  and  afterward  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral. He  remained  a  residert  of  LaSallc  Countj' 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1857. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was,  before  her  mar- 
riage, Miss  Johanna  Harrington,  a  native  of  the 
same  count}'  in  Ireland  as  her  husband  and  son. 
Her  father,  Thomas  Harrington,  was  also  a  native 
of  County  Kerry,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  Mrs.  Johanna  Sul- 
livan is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with  her 
daughter  in  the  State  of  Nebraska.  Although 
eighth-live  years  of  age  she  is  quite  active  and  in 
good  health. 

Mr.  Sullivan,  our  subject,  first  employed  himself 
on  American  soil  as  a  fisher  on  Lake  Michigan.  He 
was  thus  occujiied  one  season,  but  afterward  took 
lip  fanning,  w'orking  by  the  month  at  Watertown, 
Wis.,  at  less  than  |1  per  week.  The  season  follow- 
Mig  he  ri'paired  to  Milwaukee  and  engaged  as  host- 
Kt  at  the  stables  of  the  Farmers'  Hotel.  He  sub- 
sequently joined  his  father  on  the  Rock  Island  Rail- 
road, and  on  account  of  his  intelligence  and  hon- 
I'sty  was  given  a  berth  in  the  contractors'  depart- 
iiienl.      rpoii    the   completion  of  this  section  of  the 


f 


►-.•-^ 


LIVINGSTOISr  COUNTY. 


road  he  engaged  as  deck-hand  on  a  boat  on  the 
Illinois  River,  one  summer,  and  the  winter  follow- 
ing drove  a  team  for  the  grading  of  the  Illinois 
Central.  Me  was  connected  witii  this  road  until  its 
completion  to  Dunleith,  its  northwestern  terminus. 
The  trains  here  cross  the  river  by  a  grand  iron 
bridge,  wiiit-h  is  said  to  have  cost  at  least  $2,000.- 
000.  He  was  now  for  some  time  employed  at 
whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  and  then  resumed 
boating  on  the  Mississippi  and  Yazoo  Rivers,  lliis, 
however,  was  onlj'  an  alternative,  as  he  much  pre- 
ferred farming  and  was  employed  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts whenevei-  he  could  secure  anything  to  do. 

Mr.  Sullivan  had  been  bred  to  habits  of  industrj' 
and  economj',  and  as  soon  as  he  had  laid  by  a  suf- 
ficient sum  to  gather  together  the  necessary  farm 
implements,  he  rented  a  tract  of  land  in  LaSalle 
Count3','npon  which  he  operated  successfully  until 
the  spring  of  1870.  His  course  was  still  prosperous, 
and  he  now  purchased  160  acres  on  section  13,  Suu- 
bury  Township.  He  did  not,  however,  have  enough 
to  pay  the  whole  purchase  money,  and  as  it  was 
unimproved  he  rented  a  tract  adjacent,  upon  which 
he  could  raise  crops  at  once.  He  managed  in  this 
manner  until  1875,  when,  paying  the  last  dollar 
and  securing  his  warrant}'  deed,  he  took  possession, 
and  has  since  remained  upon  it.  He  has  trans- 
formed the  wilderness  into  a  highly  cultivateil  farm, 
upon  which  he  has  erected  good  buildings,  while  he 
has  a  choice  assortment  of  live  stock.  We  present 
on  another  page  of  this  volume  a  view  of  Mr  Sulli- 
van's residence  with  its  surroundings.  Although  it 
has  required  the  outlay  of  considerable  money  to 
effect  the  improvements  which  the  traveler  now 
observes  with  admiration,  it  has  by  no  means  em- 
ployed all  his  capital,  but  he  has  invested  in  addi- 
tional land  on  section  1 3,  and  is  now  the  proprietor 
of  320  acres,  all  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
The  marriage  of  Jeremiah  Sullivan  and  Miss  Ann 
Manley  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride  in 
Dimmock  Township,  LaSalle  County,  in  1860.  Mrs. 
S.  is  of  the  same  nationality  as  her  husband,  and 
was  born  in  County  Mayo,  in  1837.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  Manle3^  also  of  Irish 
birth  and  ancestry.  Her  mother  is  now  dece.nsed  ; 
her  father  lives  in  LaSalle,  111.  Of  her  marriage 
^  '      vvith   our  subject   there  have  been  Ijorn  seven  chil- 
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dren,  viz.:  Ella,  Michael,  Annie,  Mary,  Maggie, 
.leremiah  and  Martin.  The  eldest  is  twenty-six 
years  of  ago,  and  the  youngest  fourteen.  They 
comprise  an  interesting  family  and  their  father  is 
giving  them  good  educational  advantages.  Mr. 
Sullivan  is  quite  an  extensive  reader,  and  !iis  chil- 
dren have  inherited  in  a  marked  degree  his  own  in- 
telligence and  love  of  learning.  Tiu'ee  of  them  are 
engaged  in  teaching.  Mr.  Sullivan  adheres  closely 
to  the  Catholic  faith  of  his  forefathers,  and  in  po- 
litical matters  exercises  the  privilege  of  an  inile. 
pendent  voter. 

<*,  )*;ILLIAM  BRUNSKILL  has  been  promi- 
\&J//    "'^"''ly  identified  with  the   agricultural    in- 

V^\)^  terests  of  Esmen  Township  since  1855,  and 
is  the  owner  of  a  good  propertj'  on  section  14,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  includ- 
ing Norman  horses  and  Durham  cattle.  His  land  is 
chiefly  devoted  to  the  raising  of  grain  and  hay.  He 
is  quite  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  has  served  as 
Road  Commissioner  and  School  Director,  but  is  by 
nomeans  an  office-seeker  or  active  politician,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  his  private 
affairs.  He  performs  his  dutj-,  however,  annually 
at  the  polls,  where  he  uniformly  casts  an  unadulter- 
ated Democratic  ballot. 

Mr.  Brunskillisa  native  of  Westmoreland  Coun- 
tj-,  England,  where  he  was  born  Jan.  15,  1826.  He 
is  the  fifth  in  a  f;imiiy  of  eight  children  included  in 
the  household  of  Willi.ani  and  Martha  (Todd)  Bruus- 
kill,  also  of  English  ancestry.  'I'he  father  of  our 
subject  was  the  son  of  John  and  Elizal>eth  Bruns- 
kill,  whose  ancestors  occupied  the  same  estate  from 
the  reign  of  King  John  down  to  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  It  then  passed  into  the  hands 
of  strangers  by  the  emigration  of  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  family  to  the  United  States.  Grand- 
father Bnniskill  spent  his  last  years  in  Martinsdale, 
Westmoreland,  and  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of 
ninety-five  years.  He  was  remarkably  strong  and 
active,  and  dnrin<i  his  early  manhood  a  devotee  of 
athletic  sports. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  David 

and  Ellen  (Cameron)  Todd,  were  natives  of  Scot 
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land,  of  the  Lowlands  and  Highlands  iespectivel3\ 
They  s|K>nt  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land, 
hut  one  of  their  sons  emigrated  to  America  more 
than  a  century  ago,  settling  in  Penns.ylvania,  and 
their  descendant*  are  now  scattered  throughout  tliat 
State.  An  uncle  o(  our  subject  became  famous  for 
his  extreme  strength  and  endurance,  having  inher- 
ited the  muscle  and  frame  of  his  father.  During 
Napoleon's  time  he  was  caught  on  the  uorthcrii 
ciwst  of  England,  and  with  a  number  of  others  im- 
pressed into  the  naval  service.  While  being  con- 
ducted to  the  vessel  he  forced  the  sides  out  of  the 
small  boat  witii  his  feet  and  shoulders,  and  all  were 
precipit-ated  into  the  water.  This  representative  of 
the  Brunsliill  family  escaped  as  he  deserved,  and 
lived  to  tell  the  tale  to  his  grandchildren. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
:ind  educated  in  the  common  schools.  In  August, 
1848,  he  enlisted  in  the  Queen's  Household  Guards, 
a  body  of  troops  which  are  seldom  called  intoactive 
service,  and  with  which  he  remained  five  years,  be- 
ing quartered  in  and  around  London  and  Windsor 
Castle,  the  rule  being  to  change  barracks  once  in 
six  months.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  was  their 
Colonel  until  the  time  of  his  death,  and  the  place 
which  was  thus  made  vacant  was  subsequently 
filled  bv  Prince  Albert.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment  our  subject  continued  in 
London  about  six  months,  and  then  decided  to 
cross  the  Atlantic.  He  lui barked  Aug.  11,  1654, 
on  the  sailing-vessel  "Patrick  Henry,"  and  after  a 
voyage  attended  by  high  winds  and  much  danger, 
including  the  scourge  of  cholera,  of  which  eleven  of 
the  passengers  died,  landed  finally  in  New  York 
City.  Mr.  Brunskill  made  his  way  lirst  to  New 
Jer.sey,  where  he  was  employed  on  a  farm  in  Clin- 
ton Counlj-  six  month>.  In  the  meantime  lie  re- 
ceived a  serious  injury  while  liauiing  ice,  and  was 
Laid  up  several  weeks,  which  enforceil  idleness  ex- 
hiiMSted  his  scanty  means.  He  found  himself  ])en- 
niless  on  an  alien  soil,  and  without  frienils  ici  wlioni 
he  could  a|)ply  for  assistance.  He,  however,  m.iii- 
aged  to  keep  soul  and  body  together,  and  tuiniiig 
his  steps  westward,  landed  in  Kendall  County,  ihis 
State,  where  he  -ecured  emph^yment  on  a  farm. 
Here  he  again  met  with  tlic  misfortune  of  sickness, 
'    and   upon   his  ro/overy  found   himself  9:iJ  in  debt. 


There  was  no  time,  however,  to  spend  in  bewailing 
his  misfortunes,  and  as  soon  as  able  he  resumed  his 
labors  at  farming,  and  in  the  fall  of  18.3o  removed 
to  this  county. 

At  length  Mr.  Burnskill's  prospects  began  to  im- 
prove, and  he  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  help- 
meet in  the  person  of  Miss  Susan  Ross,  to  whom  he 
was  mariied  on  the  1st  of  April,  1860.  To  the 
household  thu^  established  there  came  in  due  time 
a  famih'  of  nine  children,  who  are  all  living,  .and 
whom  the.v  named  respectively,  Elizabeth,  Robert, 
George,  William,  Martha,  Ellen,  Byron,  Annetta 
and  Arthur.  The  eldest  daugiitei'  became  the  wife 
of  John  Wray,  who  is  farming  in  Dallas  County, 
Iowa,  and  has  one  child,  a  daughter,  Edith  Elida. 
(icorge  Brunskill  was  graduated  from  the  busine.ss 
college  at  Dixon,  and  is  i)reparing  to  enter  upon 
mercantile  life. 

Mrs.  Brunskill  was  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  ten 
children  born  to  her  parents,  Moses  and  Elizabeth 
(Westbrook)  Ross,  natives  respectively  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Peunsj'lvania.  The3' located  in  Ohio  dur- 
ing its  early  settlement,  and  were  residents  of  Ross 
County  a  number  of  3'ears.  Here  their  daughter 
Susan  was  born.  May  19,  1833,  and  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the 
district  schools.  Mr.  Ross  in  connection  with  gen- 
eial  agriculture  also  followed  blacksmithing.  In 
1  852,  he  started  overland  with  his  family  .-nid  house- 
hold goods  for  Illinois,  driving  his  stock,  and  camp- 
ing out  at  night  after  the  fashion  of  the  travelers  of 
those  d.ays.  They  first  located  at  Ottawa,  and 
thence,  in  1853,  removed  to  Livingston  Count}', 
wheie  the  parents  spent  their  declining  years. 
Aaron  Ross,  the  brother  of  Mrs.  Brunskill,  served 
as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  late  war  with  the  liilth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  during  the  i).assage  of  his  regi- 
ment over  a  bridge  in  Kentucky,  was  injured  by 
falling  through  with  a  number  of  their  horses  and 
accoutrements.  He,  however,  recovered  from  this 
after  a  time  and  continued  until  the  regiment  was 
nnistereil  (.)Ut  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  met  the 
ineuiy  in  many  ini|X)rtant  engagements,  but  escaped 
.vitliout  a  wdund  further  than  we  have  mentioned. 
Sulisequenlly  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Kansas, 
where  his  death  occurred  about  1883. 

Mr.  Brunskill  after  his  marriage,  rented  a  tract  of 


-<• 


^^f^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


943    a 


land  in  Esmen  Township,  whicli  he  occupied  four 
3'ears,  and  then  purchased  forty  acres  on  section  14. 
A  small  portion  of  this  was  under  cultivation,  and 
upon  it  stood  a  small  house.  This  structure  con- 
stituted the  dwelling  of  the  family  until  in  18G9, 
when  he  i)ut  up  the  more  modern  and  substantial 
building  which  now,  with  its  surroundings,  forms  a 
comfortable  and  handsome  home,  a  xiew  of  which 
may  be  found  in  this  work. 


fl^  ENRY  NORRIS,  who  is  engaged  in  grain 
ITj)  buying  at  Risk.  Fayette  Township,  is  a  na- 
/AW^  tive  of  Somersetshire,  England,  where  he 
(^)  was  born  on  the  1st  of  December,  1831. 
He  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Mar}'  (Andrews)  Nor- 
ris,  who  came  to  the  United  .States  in  1843,  and 
located  at  Racine,  Wis.,  where  they  have  since  re- 
mained, engaged  in  farming. 

The  parental  famil}-  of  our  subject  included  eight 
children,  five  boys  and  three  girls,  vvho  were  named  : 
Henry,  George,  Mary  Ann,  Thomas,  Oliver,  Jane, 
Helen  and  Willard.  In  the  spring  of  1861  Oliver 
enlisted  in  the  64th  Illinois  Infantrj',  and  after 
serving  about  six  months  returned  home,  and  died 
in  the  spring  of  1862.  Willard  enlisted  in  the  three 
months'  service,  and  at  the  end  of  that  term  re- 
enlisted,  and  after  remaining  in  the  army  three 
months  longer  returned  home  and  began  farming. 
The  other  children  are  all  liviiig,  two  of  whom  are 
in  Kansas,'  and  the  others,  excepting  our  sxiliject, 
are  residents  of  Texas. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  the  age  of  twenty  years,  during  which  time 
he  assisted  in  the  work  upon  the  farm  and  attended 
the  district  schools  of  his  township.  After  leaving 
home  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  west  of 
Detroit,  in  Wayne  County,  where  he  remained 
about  two  years.  After  this  he  went  to  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  where  he  engaged  in  building  tlatboats, 
and  continued  this  business  for  four  or  five  years. 
He  then  went  to  Michigan  and  resumed  the  lumber 
business,  iu  which  he  was  engaged  for  one  year. 
From  Michigan  he  went  to  LaSalle  Count}',  111., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  for  five  years,  and  in 
186G  sold  out  his  property  iu  LaSalle  County,  and 


came  to  Livingston  County,  where  he  bought  200 
acres  of  land  on  section  2.5,  Forest  Township.  He 
remained  on  this  farm,  doing  quite  an  extensive 
business  in  grain  and  stock  raising  until  1885,  when 
he  put  the  management  of  the  farm  in  liie  hands  of 
his  son  OliVei',  and  purchased  a  few  acres  of  gi'ound 
on  section  3,  Fayette  Township,  where  lie  now  re- 
sides. On  this  land  is  a  splendid  house,  good  barns 
and  other  buildings.  Since  1883  Mr.  Norris  has 
been  buying  grain  at  the  village  of  Risk. 

On  Aug.  15.  1861,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Ainiie  Moore,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(McGaughy)  Moore,  who  were  natives  of  Penns}'!- 
vania  and  came  West  iu  1855,  first  locating  in 
Ottawa,  where  they  remained  until  the  father  died, 
in  1863,  when  the  mother  and  children  came  to 
Livingston  County,  and  located  in  Cliatsworth 
Township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norris  have  two  children — 
Oliverand  David  M.  Oliver  was  married  on  the  10th 
<if  February,  1885,  to  Miss  Emma  Wallace,  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  Wallace,  a  farmer  and  well-known  citi- 
zen of  Forest  Township;  David  is  unmarried  and 
resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Norris'  acquaintance  throughout  this  section 
of  iLivingston  County  is  vcr}'  extensive,  and  the 
business  in  which  he  is  engaged  brings  him  much 
in  contact  with  the  people.  They  have  learned  to 
know  him  well,  and  he  has  firmly  establi:-hed  him- 
self in  their  confidence  l)y  fair  and  prompt  deal- 
ings. Politically  Mr.  Norris  is  a  Republican,  and 
gives  the  men  and  measures  of  his  [lart}"  a  cordial 
and  hearty  support.  For  ten  years  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  School  Director  of  DLstrict  No.  7,  Forest 
Township,  and  during  his  adininistratit)n  these 
schools  were  in  admirable  condition.  Mr.  Norris 
takcii  great  interest  in  educational  mateers,  and 
whenever  opportunity  presents  does  what  he  can 
to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  public  schools. 

^=!»jEORGE  HART,  the  subject  of  the  following 
III  ,^— ,  sketch,  is  a  substantial  citi/A'u  and  general 
^^^S!  fi^i'tn*"!'!  occup3'ing  a  comfortable  homestead 
on  section  29,  Dwight  Township.  He  is  a  native 
of  England,  being  born  in  Norfolk  on  the  20th  of 
August,  1843.  His  father's  name  was  (jeorge  Hart, 
who  married  Miss  Mary  Lock,  and  the}-  became  the 
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parents  of  five  children,  whose  names  are,  James, 
"Walter.  Dennis,  Mahala  and  George.  Mr.  Hart 
migrated  to  Kane  County,  111.,  in  1855,  where  be 
purchased  a  farm,  and  lived  until  he  retired  from 
active  work  and  moved  to  Pontiac.  He  died  in 
1S82,  at  the  age  of  scvent3'-five  3-ears. 

Our  subject  was  but  twelve  j'ears  of  age  when  he 
came  to  this  country,  and  can  well  remember  the 
events  of  the  six  weeks'  voyage  across  the  Atlantic, 
in  a  sailing-vessel,  which  he  enjo^'ed  very  much, 
although  there  were  several  severe  storms,  during 
which  the  passengers  were  kept  under  hatches. 
Arriving  safely  in  New  York,  the  family  came 
direct  to  Kane  County,  111.,  where  they  settled  in 
Sugar  Grove  Township.  Young  George  received  a 
common-school  education,  and  in  earl}^  life  learned 
farming. 

On  the  ISth  of  August,  18G4,  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  Mr.  Hart  w.as  married  to  Miss  Baliuda 
Evans,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  (Pyatt) 
Evans,  of  Kendall  County,  111.,  who  were  Ameri- 
cans bj-  birth,  but  of  Welsh  descent.  Mr.  Evans 
lived  to  the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
His  father  participated  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Hart  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Mary,  who  died  in  infancy;  Olive,  Frank, 
.Tessic,  Horace,  Joseph  and  James;  the  latter  also 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  reside  at  home  with 
their  parents.  After  their  marriage  the  youno- 
couple  went  to  her  father's  home  and  managed  the 
affairs  of  the  farm  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
La.Salle  County,  where  they  lived  upon  a  rented 
farm  one  year.  After  spending  the  same  length  of 
time  in  a  similr.r  manner  in  Grundy  County,  Mr. 
Hart  came  to  Livingston  County,  in  1870,  with  his 
family,  and  rented  a  farm  novv  occupied  b}- Thomas 
Glass,  and  here  lived  for  three  years.  He  then  pur- 
ch.ised  a  farm  in  Grundy  County,  on  which  he 
lived  fur  eight  years,  and  liien  returned  to  this 
county.  .-Mid  rented  a  farm  of  Mr.  lletzel,  in  Duight 
Township,  where  In;  now  resides.  In  l.ssr,  Ik. 
bought  a  farm  of  lOO  itcre.-.  of  hiiid.  of  Oirin  G.il- 
lup,  which  he  fanned  in  connection  with  the  lletzel 
place.  In  I  KHfJ  his  devoted  wife  died,  and  the  care 
of  the  f.-imily  Cell  t.,  Mr.  H.-irt  .MfMl  the  oldest  daugh- 
ter. 

.Mr.  Hart  is  a  iii.-niber  of   the  Melh..dist  Church, 


and  his  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Republican 
party.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, at  the  time  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 
Mr.  Hart  has  been  Township  Clerk  and  Township 
Trustee,  which  positions  he  held  for  six  years  in 
Grundy  Countj'.  He  is  a  careful  and  successful 
farmer,  and  a  very  reliable  man  in  all  his  transac- 
tions. The  entire  family  are  of  good  moral  char- 
acter, and  enjoj'  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  them. 


OHN  M.  FINLEY.  A  large  jnoportion  of 
the  farmers  of  Pontiac  Township,  besides  the 
generous  cultivation  of  the  soil,  are  giving 
much  of  their  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine 
stock,  in  which  department  our  subject  ranks  among 
the  leading  men,  and  has  been  uniformly  success- 
ful, lie  possesses  good  business  capacities,  and  has 
never  been  afraid  of  hard  work,  taking  pride  in  put- 
ting forth  his  best  efforts  at  whatever  he  saw  fit  to 
engage  in.  He  began  life  at  the  foot  of  the  la<l- 
der,  and  his  present  possessions  are  the  result  of  his 
own  industry.  His  ancestors  were  a  substantial  and 
reliable  race  of  people,  noted  for  their  thrifty  hab- 
its, and  believed  that  each  individual  should  be  of 
some  use  in  the  world.  This  principle,  transmitted 
from  one  generation  to  another,  has  resulted  in  a 
race  of  sturdy  men  of  whom  their  descendants  may 
well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Finle.v  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio, 
Nov.  25,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth (Rile}')  Finley,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Finleys  were 
of  Irish  descent,  but  the  mother  was  of  German 
blood.  John  Finlej-,  the  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
aiy  War,  and  afterward  settled  in  Virginia,  whence 
lie  subsequently  removed  to  Delaware  County, 
Oliid,  in  the  pioneer  daj's.  From  this  branch  of 
the  f;iinily  sprang  the  descendants  now  scattered 
throughout  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois,  and  who  pos- 
sess in  a  marked  degree  the  characteristics  of  their 
grandsire.  Robert  Finley,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  mairicd  early  in  life,  and  became  the  head 
of  a  family  of  nine  children,  seven  of   whom   still 
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survive,  namely:  Joseph  S..  John  M.,  David  R., 
Ezra,  Mary  J..  Isaac  and  George.  The  parents,  in 
1838,  left  Ohio  and  located  in  Kane  County,  this 
State,  proceeding  again  to  build  up  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  Here  their  children  were  reared,  and 
at  the  old  homestead  in  Kane  County  the  parents 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  were 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  trained 
their  offspring  in  the  strict  principles  of  morality 
whicli  was  a  distinguishing  feature  of  the  family. 

Oursubject  received  a  fair  English  education  and 
early  in  life  began  to  lay  his  plans  for  the  future. 
When  nearly  thirty  years  of  age,  he  led  to  the  altar 
the  maiden  of  his  choice,  Miss  Frances  E.  McDugal, 
tiie  wedding  taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride 
in  Pontiac  Township.  Mrs.  Finley  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Christiana  MeDugal,  of  New 
York,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  became 
the  mother  of  two  children :  Maiian  E.,  who  was 
born  Oct.  29,  1863,  and   Orella  E.,  May  7,   1865. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  after  their  marriage  located  upon 
the  farm  which  they  now  occupy,  and  which  con- 
sists of  160  acres  of  land  under  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation. The  residence  and  other  buildings  are 
substantial  and  comfortable.  The  stock  is  well 
cared  for,  and  the  premises  kept  in  good  shape  gen- 
erally. 

Mr.  Finley,  politieall}',  uniformly  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  and  has  served  in  his  township  as 
Road  Commissioner  and  School  Director.  Nothing 
pleases  him  better  than  to  note  the  progress  and 
welfare  of  his  adopted  county,  and  he  has  been  the 
warm  supporter  of  those  measures  tending  to  this 
end. 


LFRED  G.  POTTER  is  aprominent  farmer 
and  land-holder  of  Dwight  Townshij),  who 
14'  has  passed  a  busy  life  and  reaped  the  success 
which  generally  i-esults  from  perseverance 
and  good  management.  He  is  of  German  and  En- 
glish ancestry,  and  a  tradition  of  tlie  family  is  that 
seven  brothers  came  to  this  countr3'  at  an  early  day, 
and  settled  in  Plattsburg.  William  Ptitter,  who 
was  born  March  4,  1809,  vvas  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  lived  in 
Blair  County,  Pa.,  where  he  married  Miss  Susan  Ni- 


kirk.  To  them  were  born  three  children — Julia  Ann, 
Alfred  D.  and  John.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  of  typhoid  fever  when  he  was  but  twenty-five 
years  of  age. 

Alfred  G.  Potter  was  born  in  Henderson  County, 
Pa.,  April  3,  1833.  When  his  father  died  he  was 
but  two  years  of  age,  and  was  left  to  the  care  of  his 
mother,  who  afterward  married  Daniel  Goodman. 
When  Alfred  was  about  twelve  years  of  age,  he  be- 
gan work  on  his  stepfather's  farm,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  twenty-one;  at  that  time  he 
had  received  a  very  limited  education,  but  has 
since  added  to  it  by  reading,  t>bservation  and  ex- 
perience. In  those  days  it  was  difficult  to  obtain  an 
education  in  the  rural  districts,  and  young  Potter 
went  to  school  a  month  or  so  for  a  few  winters, 
which  constituted  all  the  advantages  he  enjoyed ; 
but  like  many  of  the  American  pioneers,  having  an 
active  mind,  he  has  been  able  to  attend  to  his  busi- 
ness in  an  intelligent  manner.  After  quitting  the 
employment  of  Mr.  Goodman,  Mr.  Potter  engaged 
as  a  teamster  for  three  years. 

When  twenty-three  years  of  age,  June  3,  1856, 
Mr.  Potter  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Numer,  daughter 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Rupert)  Numer,  near  Sliip- 
pensburg,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.  Mr.  Numer  was  of 
high  German  ancestry,  and  came  to  this  country 
when  he  was  but  eighteen  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Nu- 
mer was  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  wiio  had 
settled  in  the  beautiful  Cumberland  ^'alle_v  many 
generations  ago.  Mrs.  Potter  was  born  on  the  21st 
of  November,  1833,  on  her  father's  farm  near  Ship- 
pensburg. 

On  coming  to  Illinois,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  lented 
a  farm  in  Grundy  County,  which  was  owned  by 
David  Mc Williams,  and  upon  which  they  remained 
for  nine  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  arc  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children — Adie  V.,  William  L.,  Julia  F., 
Leander,  Allen  W.,  Rose  A.,  Elsie  M.,  Bertha 
Blaud  and  Nellie  E.  William  L.  and  Rose  A.  died 
in  childhood,  and  Allen  W.  died  when  nearly  seven- 
teen years  of  age;  a  bright,  intelligent  youth,  cut 
down  before  he  had  entered  the  jwrtals  of  manhood. 
His  death  was  severely  felt  by  his  parents,  and  he  is 
still  fresh  in  their  memories.  Adie  V.  married 
Daniel  Schott,  a  farmer  of  Union  Hill,  Kankakee 
Co.,  111.,  and  they  have  one  ciiild   li\ing,  named  Al- 
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fred  P.:  Julia  F.  manied  David  Duncan,  a  farmer 
of  Round  Grove  Township,  this  county;  thej-  have 
three  cliildren,  named  Leslie.  Ethel  and  Leander. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  At  the  time  of  the  writing  of  this 
sketch.  Leander  is  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  Peiin- 
svlvania.  He  is  an  industrious  young  man  of  twen- 
tv-four  veai-s  of  age,  and  universally  respected. 
The  children  were  educated  at  the  High  School  in 
Dwight. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Potter  is  in  harmonj*  with 
the  doctrines  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been 
.School  Director.  Road  Commissioner,  and  has  held 
other  township  offices.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter 
are  membei-s  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  have  both  been  faithful  to  their  trusts,  and  by 
honest  labor  and  patient  industry,  have  succeeded 
in  the  contest  of  life,  and  have  brought  up  their 
childi'en  to  good  moral  principles  and  given  them  a 
good  education.  Descended  from  sterling  ances- 
tors, the  children  ma^-  well  be  proud  of  their  fore- 
fathers. When  Mr.  Potter  came  as  a  pioneer  to 
this  County,  the  fertile  prairie  was  wild,  and  covered 
with  high  grass.  He  was  obliged  to  haul  his  coal 
from  Streator,  twent^'-two  miles  dLstaiit,  across  an 
uninhabited  prairie.  In  ci'ossing  the  "Slews,"  as 
the  low  pl.aces  are  called,  the  prairie  grass  was  so 
high,  that  when  standing  on  the  seat  of  a  common 
farm  wagon,  a  t;dl  man  could  not  reach  the  top. 
The  farm  on  which  Mr.  Putter  now  resides,  con- 
sisting <>f  ICO  acres,  was  jiurchased  in  186G,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  expended  his  best  efforts  in 
improving  and  cnltiv.ating  it.  A  view  of  the  home 
place  is  given  in  this  Album. 

ELS(JN  A.  BE.MIS,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  on  .-icction  2,  in  Esmen 
^  Township,  was  born  in  O.xford,  Chenango 
County,  N.  V.,  on  the  !>th  of  .Se|)tember,  1840,  and 
is  the  r-|d<-st  child  of  Amariah  X.  and  Lucinda 
(Bachus)  Hcmi>.  sketcho  of  whose  iivo  ,i|.|ic;ir  in 
aiiotlier  |«irt  r,f  this  work.  The  .subjuct  of  this 
sketch  |Ki.Hsed  iii^  younger  days  in  town,  and  was 
first  put  U>  regular  work  in  a  sawmill  with  his  fathei-, 
"here  he  remained  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  with 
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the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  school  at  Ox- 
ford Academy.  On  leaving  the  mill  he  went  to 
Canterbury,  Windli:im  Co.,  Conn.,  where  he  en- 
gaged to  learn  the  trade  of  a  molder,  at  which  he 
served  two  years. 

On  the  -iOth  of  August,  1861,  Mr.  B.  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  8th  Connecticut  Infantry,  at  Canter- 
bury, and  was  mustered  in  at  Hartford,  under  Capt. 
Elijaii  Y.  Smith,  Col.  Edwin  Harlan  commanding 
the  regiment.  They  were  sworn  into  the  service 
on  the  'iSd  of  September,  1861,  and  sent  to  .Jamaica, 
L.  I.,  where  they  remained  in  drill  camp  until  No- 
vember, and  then  went  to  Annapolis,  Md..  to  join 
Burnside's  expedition  to  North  Carolina.  They 
went  by  water  to  Hatteras  Inlet  in  Pamlico  Sound, 
and  passed  up  to  Roanoke  Island,  where  on  the  7th 
and  8th  of  February,  1862,  the  battle  of  Roanoke 
Island  was  fought.  Thence  they  went  b\-  water  to 
Newbern,  where  on  the  14th  of  March,  the  battle 
of  Newbern  was  fought.  They  then  went  by  rail 
to  Ft.  Macon,  which  they  placed  under  siege  on  the 
14th  of  April,  and  b^'  the  25th  of  that  month  h.ad 
so  completely  riddled  the  fort  that  the  garrison 
surrendered  unconditional!}'.  After  remaining 
practically  idle  for  a  week,  the\-  embarked  for 
Fortress  Monroe,  where  they  landed  and  met  Mc- 
Clellan,  who  had  retreated  down  the  Peninsula. 
After  this  the}'  returned  to  their  vessels  and  went 
to  Y'orktowu,  but  soon  reshipped  and  went  up  the 
Pamunky  River,  to  within  thirteen  miles  of  Rich- 
mond, whei'e  they  destroyed  the  railroad  to  the 
north  to  head  off  Lee's  first  raid  into  Pennsylvania. 
They  then  crossed  the  countr}'  to  Point  Comfort 
and  sailed  to  Aqua  Creek,  and  thence  to  Freder- 
icksburg, where  they  were  on  picket  dut}'  until  Au- 
gust 31,  and  then  marched  to  Brook's  Station, 
guarding  that  portion  of  the  country  until  the  mid- 
dle of  September.  Thej'  then  reported  at  Wash- 
ington City,  and  went  on  tiirough  to  attack  Lee  by 
the  way  of  Frederickstown  and  Sharpsburg.  They 
overtook  the  enemj'  and  had  a  shaip  skirmish  at 
Frederickstown,  and  on  the  14th  of  September 
fought  tiie  battle  of  South  Mountain,  driving  the 
ciK-iiiy  for  a  day  and  a  night.  The}'  again  en- 
coiiMttiid  the  enemy  at  Antietam  Creek  and  Sharps- 
burg. Ileie  the  company  had  but  thirtj'-six  men 
at  the  bey-innini;,  and    when   nii-ht  came  on  but  five 
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nble-bodied  men  remained.  0°n.  Rodman,  their 
brigade  commander,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  three  gunshot  wounds,  in  tlie  right  side 
and  in  both  legs.  The  wounded  lay  for  forty-eight 
hours  before  medical  aid  or  any  assistance  could 
reach  them.  Mr.  Bern  is  was  carried  to  a  farm 
house  and  remained  in  field  hospital  two  weeks, 
when  he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  B.-iltimore, 
and  two  weeks  later,  on  the  28th  of  Septendier. 
1862,  was  granted  a  furlough  and  v/ent  home. 

Four  months  later  Mr.  Bemis  returned  to  Wash- 
ington and  reported  to  the  medical  director  for  serv- 
ice, when  he  was  put  into  convalescent  camp, 
where  he  remained  sixty-eight  daj's.  He  then 
joined  his  regiment  at  Portsmouth,  which  was  still 
under  Burnside,  but  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  CtCU  Butler.  Fiom  there  they  went  to 
Suffolk  and  laid  siege  to  that  city,  while  Longstreet 
was  trying  to  hem  in  the  Union  forces  and  recap- 
ture Norfolk.  This  began  April  11,  1863,  and 
the  "West  Branch  Battery  was  captured  April  1 9. 
On  the  4th  of  Ma}'  the  enemj'  retreated  toward 
Richmond  and  the  siege  was  raised.  The  company 
then  returned  to  Portsmouth  and  were  sent  to 
North  Carolina,  by  way  of  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal,  when  they  guarded  the  railroads  in  that 
State  for  a  time.  On  their  return  the}'  served  on 
picket  duty  in  Virginia  until  December,  and  then 
the  veteran  army  re-enlistment  occurred.  Mr. 
Bemis  re-enlisted  for  three  years  more,  but  was 
rejected  on  account  of  his  wounds  and  discharged 
Jan.  15,  1864. 

Upon  leaving  the  army  our  subject  returned  to 
his  home,  where  he  farmed  two  years  and  then 
came  West,  in  1P68,  locating  at  Brimfield,  Peoria 
County,  where  he  engaged  as  a  farmer.  While 
thus  engaged  he  made  several  trips  further  west, 
looking  for  a  location,  and  in  the  fall  of  1869  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  where  with  his  father-, 
he  bought  160  acres  of  vvild  land  on  section  2,  Es- 
men  Township.  He  now  has  160  acres  more  on 
the  same  section  and  devotes  his  time  to  farming 
and  stock-raising. 

On  the  16th  of  February,  1869,  Mr.  B.  married 
Sarah  L.  Sheldon,  eighth  child  in  a  family  of  nine, 
born  to  Benjamin  and  Lorinda  (Thompson)  Shel- 
don, who  were  respectively  natives  of  Rhode  Island 


and  INIas.sachuselts.  The  daughter,  Sarah,  was  born 
in  (iuilford,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  V.,  on  the  29th  of 
-Inne,  1844,  and  came  to  Illinois  (irst  with  her  iius- 
band.  Her  father,  who  was  a  farmer  b}'  occupation, 
remained  in  the  East;  the  mother  is  still  living  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  patcinal  grandparents 
were  Benjamin  and  Anna  Sheldon;  the  maternal 
grandparents  were  .lohn  and  Lydia  (Stone)  Thomp- 
son. Of  the  great-grandparents  the  Thompsons 
were  of  Irish  and  the  Slieldons  of  English  descent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bemis  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren— Virgil  S.,  John  B.,  Frank  L.  and  Hattie  L. 
Mr.  Bemis  has  served  as  Town  Clerk  for  twelve 
3'ears  and  School  Director  ever  since  his  district 
was  organized.  While  not  active  in  politics  he  is 
a  warm  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  Mrs. 
Bemis  is  a  nieml)er  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

We  present  on  another  jiage  of  this  work  a  view 
of  Mr.  Bemis'  residence. 
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\Y/ AMf:S  BROWN  is  one  of  the  largest  stock- 
raisers  and  most  extensive  land-owners  of 
i^ivingston  County,  and  resides  in  Nevada 
Township.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Deer- 
field,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1829.  His  grandfather,  David  Brown,  was  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  where  he  re- 
sided until  about  1802,  when,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  three  children,  he  came  to  America,  and 
settled  in  Schuyler  Township,  Herkimer  Co.,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  an  early  settler.  He  purchased  a 
tract  of  timber  land  and  cleared  a  farm  in  the  midst 
of  the  wilderness.  His  settlement  was  made  there 
very  many  years  before  railroads  or  canals  were 
operated  in  New  Y'ork  State,  and  the  market  for 
grain  and  stock  was  many  miles  distant.  His  tastes 
ran  to  horticulture,  and  soon  after  settling  upon  the 
farm  he  planted  a  large  orchard  and  sold  the  apple 
product  at  six  cents  per  bushel,  and  in  that  way 
secured  the  money  with  which  to  pa}'  for  his  farm. 
He  and  his  wife  spent  the  last  years  of  their  lives 
upon  this  farm. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Brown  was  ten  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  came  to  America.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood   in   Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  re 
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silled  there  until  after  his  luaniage;  he  then  bought 
a  farm  in  Deertield  Township,  Oneida  County,  and 
lived  there  several  years.  He  then  moved  to  Cam- 
den, where  he  bought  a  home  and  where  his  death 
took  place.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  Sophia  JIumford,  wlm 
was  born  in  Connecticut  in  1799.  Her  father  was 
William  Mumford,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  an 
e.irly  settler  of  Deerfield  Township,  Oneida  County. 
The  mother  died  on  the  homestead  in  Deerfield  at 
forty-four  yeai-s  of  age. 

To  the  parent*  of  our  subject  were  born  nine 
children,  and  in  the  order  of  their  birth  he  was  the 
seventh.  His  education  was  begun  in  a  district 
school,  continued  in  the  city  schools  of  Oswego,  N. 
Y.,  and  completed  by  attending  two  terms  at 
Whitestown  Seminary.  After  quitting  school  he 
engaged  in  teaching  six  terras  of  winter  school,  and 
when  not  so  occupied  devoted  his  time  to  farming. 
In  1854  he  eng.aged  in  the  butchering  business  in 
Osweso.  N.  Y.,  and  in  connection  with  that  dealt 
in  new  milch  cows,  buying  the  cattle  in  Canada 
and  Pennsylvania  and  selling  them  to  the  dairymen 
in  Herkimer  County.  He  continued  in  this  business 
successfully  for  nearl}-  fifteen  years.  In  186.5  he 
purchased  two  farms  containing  320  acres,  in 
Phrenix  Township,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  engaged 
in  dairy  farming  for  one  year.  In  1866  he  sold 
that  farm,  and  accompanied  by  his  father-in-law, 
came  west  on  a  visit  of  inspection  of  the  country. 
He  purchased  180  acres  of  land  in  Nevada  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  in  1867,  and  soon  after 
came  here  and  located  on  this  land.  He  immedi- 
ately commenced  stocking  his  farm  with  good  cat- 
tle, and  in  a  little  while  had  a  considerable  herd. 
From  time  to  time  he  has  added  to  his  real  estate 
until  he  now  has  800  acres  of  fine  lanfl  in  Nevada 
and  D wight  Townships.  He  is  largely  engaged  in 
raising,  feeding  and  shipping  stock.  For  the  last 
few  years  he  has  paidjjarticular  attention  to  raising 
horses,  his  favorite  breed  being  Norman,  of  wiiicli 
he  constiintly  ki-eps  on  hand  a  large  nunibci'  of  fine 
animals. 

On  the  27tli  of  .July,  l«6:i,  Mr.  Brown  was  mar- 
ried to  Endora  Wood,  who  was  born  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  Moses  Wood,  also 
a  native  of  that  county,  where  he  wsis  engaged   in 


farming,  and  lived  all  his  life.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Brown  was  Pattie  Bostrick, 
a  native  of  Oswego  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Brown  have  been  born  eight  children,  four  living, 
whose  names  are:  Eva,  Addie,  George  and  Eudora 
Blanche.  Those  deceased  were  James,  Mabel,  Daniel 
and  one  unnamed. 

Mr.  Bro\ni  was,  in  the  earlier  years  of  bis  man- 
hood, an  old-line  Whig,  and  was  a  radical  Aboli- 
tionist during  the  slavery  agitation  in  this  country', 
and  naturally  joined  the  Republican  party  under 
the  banner  of  Fremont  and  Lincoln,  and  he  is  to- 
day as  strong  in  the  Kepublican  faith  as  ever.  But 
few  men  have  attained  the  success  which  has 
crowned  Mr.  Brown's  efforts,  who  started  under 
the  same  disadvantages  that  he  did.  His  first 
earnings  as  a  teacher  when  a  young  man  clothed 
him,  and  the  money  which  he  made  in  the  work  of 
farming  he  saved  until  it  accumulated  to  a  sum 
large  enough  to  constitute  a  capital  upon  which  to 
begin  business.  All  his  life  he  has  been  careful  and 
prudent,  as  well  as  economical  in  all  his  affairs. 
Since  his  residence  in  Livingston  County  he  has 
been  considered  by  his  neighbors  as  an  enterpris- 
ing, solid  and  thrifty  business  man,  possessing  all 
those  manly  qualities  that  are  characteristic  of  the 
hardy  race  of  men  from  which  he  springs.  Honor- 
able in  business,  pleasant  in  manner,  cautious  in 
action,  he  has  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know 
him. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  present  a  view  of  Mr. 
Brown's  handsome  residence  in  this  Album. 
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\t;«i.  ANIEL  GALLUP,  a  highly  respected  and 
well-to-do  farmer  of  Dwight  Township, 
was  born  in  Windham  County,  Conn.,  May 
1 1,  1822.  His  family  is  of  Puritan  ances- 
try, and  tradition  has  it  that  three  brothers  of  this 
name  came  from  England  in  1630  or  1632,  and 
landed  in  Boston.  One  of  the  brothers  returned  to 
England  and  was  drowned.  John  and  Isaac,  the 
other  two,  remained  in  this  country.  From  John 
descended  this  branch  of  the  Gallup  family. 

The  historian,  John  S.  C.  Abbott,  mentions  John 
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Gallup  as  the  Captain  of  a  vessel  in  1G35.  The 
following  aceonnt  is  copied  froin  Ablrott's  History 
of  King  Phillip:  "  A  man  by  the  name  of  John 
Gallup  was  in  a  small  vessel  of  about  twenty  tons 
on  his  passage  from  Connecticut  to  Massachusetts 
Bay.  A  strong  northerly  wind  drove  him  near 
Mariens  or  Block  Island.  This  island  isabout  four- 
teen miles  from  Point  Judith.  To  his  surprise  he 
found  near  the  shore  an  English  vessel,  which  he 
immediately  recognized  as  Capt.  Oldham's,  filled 
with  Indians,  and  evidently  in  their  possession. 
Sixteen  savages,  well  armed  with  their  own  weap- 
ons and  with  guns  and  swords  which  the}'  had  taken 
from  the  English,  crowded  the  boat.  Capt.  Gallup 
was  a  man  of  iron  heart,  inspirited  b}-  that  Puritan 
chivalry  which  ever  displayed  itself  in  the  most 
amazing  deeds  of  daring  without  the  slightest  ap- 
parent consciousness  that  there  was  anything  extra- 
ordinary in  the  exploit.  His  little  vessel  was  con- 
siderably larger  than  the  boat  which  the  Indians 
had  captured.  His  crew,  however,  consisted  of 
only  one  man  and  two  bo3's,  and  \'et  without  the 
slightest  hesitancy,  he  immediately  decided  upon  a 
naval  fight  with  the  Indians.  Loading  his  muskets 
and  spreading  all  sail,  he  bore  down  upon  his  foe. 
The  wind  was  fair  and  strong,  and  standing  firmly 
at  the  helm,  while  his  crew  were  protected  by  the 
bulwarks  from  the  an-ows  and  bullets  of  the  Indi- 
ans, and  were  leady  with  their  ninskets  to  shtjot 
anyone  who  attempted  to  board,  he  guided  his  ves- 
sel so  skillfull}'  as  to  strike  the  smaller  boat  of  the 
foe  fairlj-  upon  the  quarter.  The  shock  was  so  se- 
vere that  the  boat  was  nearly  capsized,  and  six  of 
the  Indians  were  knocked  into  the  sea  and  drowned. 
Capt.  Gallup  imniediatel}'  stood  off  and  prepared 
for  a  similar  broadside.  In  the  meantime  he  lashed 
the  anchor  to  the  bows  of  the  vessel  in  such  a  way 
that  the  flukes  would  pierce  the  sides  of  the  boat, 
and  serve  as  a  grappling  iron.  As  there  were  now 
only  ten  Indians  to  be  attacked,  the}'  decided  to 
board  tlie  boat  in  case  it  should  be  grai)pled  by  the 
fluke  of  his  anchor. 

"  Having  made  these  arrangements,  Capt.  Gallup 
again  came  running  down  before  a  brisk  gale,  and 
striking  the  boat,  again  tore  open  her  sides  with  his 
anchor,  while  at  the  same  moment  he  poured  in  a 
heavy  discharge  of  buckshot  upon  the  terrified  sav- 


ages; most  of  them,  however,  had  plunged  into  the 
hold  of  the  little  pinnace,  and  the  shot  effected  but 
little  execution.  A  third  time  he  rnu  down  upon 
the  pinnace,  and  struck  her  with  such  force  that  five 
men  in  their  turn  leaped  overboard  and  were 
drowned.  There  were  but  five  savages  left,  and  the 
intiei)id  Gallup  immediately  boarded  the  enemy. 
The  savages  retreated  into  the  small  cabin,  and  with 
swords  they  defended  themselves.  Two  were  taken 
captives  and  bound.  Having  no  place  where  he 
could  keep  these  two  Indians  apart,  and  fearing 
that  they  might  get  loose,  and  in  co-operation  with 
the  three  savages  who  had  fortified  themselves  in 
the  cabin,  rise  successfully  upon  him,  Capt.  Gallup 
threw  one  of  the  Indians  overboard,  and  he  was 
drowned.  This  was  rough  usage,  but  the  savages, 
who  had  apparently  rendered  it  necessary  by  their 
previous  acts  of  robbery  and  murder,  could  not 
complain.  The  pinnace  was  stripped  of  her  rigging, 
and  all  the  goods  which  remained.  The  body  of 
Capt.  Oldham  was  found  awfully  mutilated  beneath 
the  sail.  The  rest  of  the  crew,  but  two  or  three  in 
number,  had  been  carried  off  captives  by  the  sav- 
ages on  shore.  Capt.  Gallup  buried  the  corpse  as 
reverently  as  possible  in  the  sea,  and  then  took  the 
pinnace  in  tow,  with  the  savages  barricaded  in  the 
cabin.  Night  came  on,  dark  and  stormy;  the  wind 
increased  to  a  tempest,  and  it  was  necessary  to  cut 
the  pinnace  adrift,  and  she  was  never  heard  of 
more." 

Capt.  John  Gallup,  sun  of  the  above,  was  killed 
by  the  Indians  in  King  Phillip's  War  of  1675,  in 
the  famous  swamp  fight,  while  he  was  leading  his 
men  across  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  the  only  entrance  to 
the  fort.  He  was  one  of  the  six  Captains  killed  in 
this  assault.  John  Gallup,  son  of  the  above,  was 
born  in  1675,  about  the  time  of  his  father's  death. 
His  son,  Isaac  Gallup,  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  our  sketch,  and  he  settled  in  the  town 
of  Sterling,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.  He  was  a  very 
large  land-holder,  and  possessed  over  10,000  acres. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Ben 
Adams,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  a  far- 
mer who  inherited  lands  from  his  father.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Dorrence,  of  Connecticut,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  seven  children — George, 
James,  Margaret,  Elizabeth,  John  A.,  Nathaniel 
■» 


r 


■♦- 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


:ind  Chester.  Like  his  fritlicr,  ho  uns  a  suhlier  in 
the  RevohUionary  War.  In  rt'ligimis  ch.ctrinos  he 
W!i.*  an  Olil-Schi>ol  Preshj-teri.in,  ami  was  a  man 
temperate  in  liis  habits  and  of  npright  character. 
He  lived  to  thei)atriarchial  age  of  ninety -two  years. 
John  Adam,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  which  had  been  in 
the  family  for  generations.  He  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools  of  that  day,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter.  He  married  jNIiss  Polly  Bar- 
ber, of  Rhode  Island,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children — Ben,  Adam,  Daniel,  Orrin,  Sabra, 
Leonard  H..  Ralph  W..  Miranda  and  Diana.  Mi- 
rauihi  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years.  In  1850 
he  moved  to  Illinois  and  settled  on  a  fann  in  La- 
.Salle  County,  near  Mendota,  where  he  lived  for 
twent}'  yeai-s.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Dan- 
iel, at  the  age  of  eight}'  years.  He  had  l>een  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812. 

Daniel  Gallup,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received 
his  education  in  the  common  .schools,  and  when  not 
so  engaged  his  boyhood  was  spent  in  learning  tlie 
practical  features  of  farming.  At  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-three he  went  to  New  York  and  engaged  in  the 
market  business.  When  tvvent}' -seven  years  of  age 
Mr.  Gallup  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Beach.daughterof 
William  and  Sallie  (Remington)  Beach,  of  AVeeds- 
poTt,  X.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born  two  children, 
John  L.  and  Nellie  L..  the  latter  dying  at  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years.  Mr.  Gallup  engaged  in  the 
grain  business  at  New  York,  where  he  remained  for 
two  3'ears.  In  IBlU  he  moved  with  his  family  to 
Dwight,  where  he  lived  for  five  years,  and  then 
moved  to  his  present  residence  on  a  farm  near 
Dwight,  a  view  of  which  is  given  in  tili^  volume. 
Mr.  Gallup's  political  afliliations  are  with  the  Re- 
publican part}',  and  the  principles  of  that  party  find 
in  him  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  a 
fearle.ss  advocate.  The  entire  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  the  affairs  of  which  they 
take  a  deep  interest.  Mr.  Gallup  is  a  member  f)f 
the  .Ma.-onic  fraternity  in  high  standing. 

John  L.,  the  only  surviving  child,  i>  in  coniiei- 
tion  Willi  his  father  engaged  in  farming.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  New  York  City  schools, 
and  in  the  High  School  at  Dwigiit,  in  which  he 
tilled    himself    for  the   profession   of    teaching,  in 
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whii-h  calling  lie  has  been  successfully  engaged  at 
various  times.  The  Gallup  family  is  one  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  country,  and  they  have  al- 
ways made  their  impress  in  whatever  section  thej- 
mav  have  resided. 


iiASHINGTON  STAFFORD.  This  gentle- 
man fo:'  the  past  thirty-five  years  has  been 
the  interested  observer  of  the  many  and 
great  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  Central 
Illinois  since  his  first  arrival  here,  in  1852.  He  was 
then  a  young  man  thirty-two  years  of  age  and  had 
come  to  the  West  to  build  up  for  himself  a  perma- 
nent home.  He  possessed  very  little  means,  and 
being  dependent  upon  his  own  resources  at  once 
began  to  exercise  those  habits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy to  which  he  had  been  trained,  and  which  had 
become  his  second  nature.  These  wei-e  qualities 
quite  common  among  the  early  pioneers,  and  were 
the  only  basis  upon  which  they  could  hope  to  build 
successfully  in  their  efforts  to  secura  their  own 
comfort  and  well-being  and  that  of  their  children. 

Our  subject  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  21, 
Eppard's  Point  Township.where  he  owns  eighty  acres 
of  valuable  land  which  he  has  brought  to  a  good 
state  of  cultivation  and  provided  with  substantial 
buildings.  He  has  carried  on  general  farming, 
and  of  late  years  has  made  a  specialty  of  stock-rai.s- 
ing,  in  which  he  has  been  successful.  He  has  just 
passed  the  sixty -seventh  year  of  his  age,  and  with 
his  estimable  wife,  is  still  in  good  health,  which  is 
the  usual  result  of  correct  and  temperate  lives. 

Mr.  Stafford  was  born  in  Hampshire  County, 
\;\.,  Sept.  5,  1820,  which  was  also  the  birthplace  of 
his  parents,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Meyer)  Stafford. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  John  Stafford,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Belfast,  Ireland,  whence  he  was  brought  to 
this  country  as  a  soldier  by  the  British  during  the 
Revolutionary  Wai-.  He  was  taken  prisoner  bjr  the 
soldiers  under  Gen.  Washington.  He  afterward 
married,  and  located  in  Hampshire  County,  Va., 
whore  he  re.ared  a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  have  since  passed  away.  Joseph,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  spent  his  entire  life  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion, and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
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The  parental  househdld  iiicliuled  eight  children — 
Lizzie  Jane,  Washington,  John.  Sarah,  Susan,  Mary, 
William  and  James.  Lizzie  Jane  married  B.  Wiley, 
and  died  in  her  native  State,  in  1851 ;  John  died  in 
the  army,  in  1862,  leaving  a  wife  and  two  children; 
Sarah  is  the  wife  of  John  Long,  and  the  mother  of 
a  large  family;  Susan,  Mrs.  William  Brace,  is  now 
a  widow,  her  husband  having  died  in  September, 
1876,  in  Maryland;  Mary,  Mrs.  William  Ridgeley, 
lives  in  West  Virginia,  and  has  six  children;  Will- 
iam is  a  resident  of  Richland  County,  Ohio,  and 
has  a  family  including  four  daughters  and  one  son ; 
James  is  married  and  lives  in  West  Virginia;  he  is 
the  father  of  seven  children. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  1844,  then  migrated  to  Ohio  and  engaged  in 
farming  about  twenty  miles  from  the  town  •  of 
Janesville.  Eight  years  later  he  came  to  this 
countj",  settling  first  a  short  distance  north  of  Fon- 
tiac,  and  in  the  spring  of  1854  removed  to  his 
present  place,  where  he  has  since  resided.  During 
his  various  removals  he  has  been  accompanied  bj' 
his  wife,  who  is  now  the  mother  of  eight  children. 
She  was  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Lickliter,  and  was 
born  in  Virginia,  Feb.  5,  1823.  Their  marriage 
took  place  in  their  native  county,  in  1842.  Mrs. 
Stafford  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Rosa  (Cook) 
Lickliter,  natives  respectively  of  Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania.  Of  her  seven  brothers  and  sisters, 
two  of  the  boys  died  in  the  Union  army,  and  the 
names  of  the  survivors  are:  John,  a  resident  of 
Nebraska;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Willis  Stafford;  Ara- 
belle,  the  wife  of  Elias  Ileyser;  Matilda,  Mrs. 
Lewis  Stull,  and  Martha,  Mrs.  Nathan  Jones,  all  of 
whom  live  in  Ohio. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stafford  were  named 
as  follows:  James,  John,  Joseph,  George,  Louisa, 
Matilda,  Lyda  and  Maz3^  James  is  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Wilbarger  County,  Tex.,  is  married  and 
the  father  of  seven  children ;  John  is  farming  in 
Iowa,  is  married  and  has  two  children ;  Joseph  went 
to  Arizona  in  1881,  since  which  time  he  has  never 
been  heard  from ;  he  left  a  wife  and  live  children 
in  Iowa;  one  of  these  children,  Onary,  is  in  Living- 
ston Counti',  another,  Latliin  L.,  is  with  his  grand- 
father, our  subject,  and  the  other  children  are  in 
Iowa  with  their  mother.     George  is   married,  and 


fanning  in  Eppard's  Point  Township;  Louisa  is  the 
wife  of  George  Florer,  and  has  three  children; 
Matilda,  Mrs.  Charles  Fultz,  has  four  children  and 
lives  in  Kansas;  Lj'da,  Mrs.  John  Shubkagle,  also 
lives  in  Kansas;  Mazy  is  at  home  with  her  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stafford  are  highly  respected  in  the 
community  where  they  have  lived  so  long,  and 
young  and  old  find  their  home  a  pleasant  resort. 
Mrs.  Stafford  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Stafford  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  . 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Stafford  may  be  found  in 
this  Album,  he  being  one  of  the  representative 
citizens  of  this  county. 


|RONSON  SMITH,  who  was  widely  and  fav- 
orably known  throughout  Forest  Township 
as  one  of  its  most  highly  esteemed  citizens, 
and  whose  portrait  is  given  in  connection 
with  this  sketch,  located  upon  the  land  which  com- 
prises his  present  homestead  in  February,  1865. 
It  then  bore  little  resemblance  to  its  present  appear- 
ance, being  uot  far  removed  from  its  primitive  con- 
dition, and,  looking  upon  it  now,  it  is  hardly  neces- 
savy  to  say  that  years  of  labor  and  hundreds  of 
dollars  have  been  employed  in  transforming  the 
almost  wild  waste  into  the  present  valuable  farm. 
Mr.  Smith  has  not  only  distinguished  himself  as  a 
thorough  and  skillful  agriculturist,  but  has  been  in 
all  respects  a  capable  and  useful  citizen,  generously 
interesting  himself  in  the  welfare  of  his  neighbors, 
and  always  willing  to  contribute  of  his  time  and 
means  to  that  which  should  build  up  his  township 
and  insure  its  settlement  b}'  an  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising class  of  people.  In  his  life  labors  he  has 
enjoyed  the  society  and  encouragement  of  one  of 
the  best  of  women,  whf)  has  brightened  his  home, 
strengthened  his  best  purposes,  and  in  all  respects 
been  his  wise  counselor  and  disinterested  friend. 
His  children  have  grown  up  around  him  under  the 
best  home  training,  and  are  fitted  to  take  their 
stations  in  life  as  v.alued  members  of  the  community. 
Mr.  Smith  is  of  excellent  New  England  ancestry, 
and  was  born  in  Washington,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn., 
March  15,  1826.  His  forefathers  were  of  English 
descent,  and  the  first  representatives  of  the  family  in 
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this  c-ountry  settlod  at  Milforcl  with  the  New  Haven 
Colony,  and  with  their  descendants  were  mostly  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  The  parents  of  our 
sxibject,  William  and  Julia  (Stone)  Smith,  spent  the 
greater  part  of  their  lives  in  Washington.  Conn., 
although  the  mother  was  a  native  of  Middlebury, 
Conu.  She  lived  to  be  eighty  years  of  age,  pass- 
ing awav  about  1878.  William  Smith  departed  this 
life  some  years  previous  to  the  decease  of  his  wife, 
when  seventy-seven  years  old.  Their  three  chil- 
dren were:  Bronson  of  our  sketch;  Ell.  S.,  a  manu- 
facturer of  silver-plated  ware  at  Birmingham,  Conn., 
and  Burke,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead  at 
Washington. 

Mr.  Smith  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  amid 
the  quiet  scenes  of  farm  life,  attending  the  district 
school  and  making  liiniself  useful  around  the  home 
when  not  emplo\'ed  with  his  studies.  Upon  reach- 
ing his  majority,  he  entered  a  woolen-mill  at  Win- 
sted.  Conn.,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  then 
made  his  way  to  Augusta  County,  Ya.  On  his  w.ay 
there  he  witnessed  the  inauguration  of  Gen.  Zacharv 
Taylor  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He 
taught  school  in  Augusta  Count_y  three  years,  and 
then  engaged  in  farming,  in  the  meantime  mak- 
ing the  acquaintance  of  Miss 'Mary  E.  Coyner,  who 
became  his  wife  in  1851.  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  in 
Bridge  water.  Rockingham  Co.,  Va.,  April  13,  18:U, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Addison  H.  and  Elizabeth 
(Brown)  Coyner,  also  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion. 

The  young  people  continued  in  Virginia  until 
September,  ISo.i,  then  started  out  with  teams  for 
the  West.  After  a  journey  of  seven  weeks  they 
arrived  in  McLean  County,  this  State,  and  Mr. 
Smith  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Dry  Grove 
Township,  where  he  followed  farming  until  Febru- 
ary, 18C'>.  when  he  sold  out  and  secured  possession 
of  the  land  which  he  now  occupies.  Upon  this  not 
a  fuiTow  had  been  turned,  but  be  worked  persist- 
ently year  after  year,  and  in  due  time  began  to  reap 
the  reward  of  his  industry.  He  has  now  180  acres 
in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  largely  engaged 
in  dairying,  keeping  eighteen  cows  and  disposing  of 
the  milk  at  Forest,  a  very  convenient  point,  as  his 
farm  adjoins  the  city  limits.  He  at  one  time  ow-ned 
200  acres,  but  has  l.-iid  off  a  portion  of  tliis  into 
town  lots. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  became  the  parents  of  twelve 
children,  eleven  of  whom  are  living  and  named  as 
follows:  Julia,  William  A.,Lucj'  May,  Fannie  Bell, 
Howard  P.,  Ethel  Bronson,  Co^-ner  C,  Frank  E.  B., 
Gertrude  L.,  Mabel  L.  and  Burke.  Julia  is  the  wife 
of  Charles  Shirrell,  a  wealth}-  farmer,  owning  prop- 
erty near  Morris,  111.;  William  A.  islivingat  Forest; 
Fannie  Bell  married  William  Dixon,  and  is  residing 
in  Pleasant  Ridge  Township;  Howard  P.  is  married 
and  resides  in  Forest.  The  deceased  was  a  daugh- 
ter. Mar}'  Ella,  who  died  at  the  interesting  age  of 
fourteen  years. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  two  of  the  original 
six  who  organized  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Forest,  the  other  four  members  being  W.  W.  Payne, 
his  wife  and  son,  and  Jerusha  Chapman.  Of  this 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  a  Trustee  for  twenty-two  years. 
He  has  supported  Republican  principles  since  the 
organization  of  the  party,  and  has  represented  his 
town.ship  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors  seven 
years.  He  has  also  officiated  as  Treasurer  and  oc- 
cupied the  various  other  local  offices.  While  a  res- 
ident of  Dry  Grove  Township  he  was  Assessor  six 
terms  and  also  Supervisor  one  term. 

Social!}',  Mr.  Smith  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  twenty-one 
years  of  .igo.  He  has  always  been  a  strict  advocate 
of  temperance,  and  has  the  proud  satisfaction  of  see- 
ing his  sons  grow  up  around  him  with  steady  habits, 
and  every  prospect  of  bearing  worthily  the  mantle 
of  their  honored  father  wlien  he  shall  have  departed 
hence. 

N.  BARK,  who  is  located  on  section  17, 
Esmen  Township,  is  one  of  the  most  active 
and  progressive  farmers  and  stock-raisers  in 
Livingston  County.  He  comes  of  Pennsyl- 
vania parentage,  and  was  born  in  Lancaster  County, 
July  f),  1833.  lie  was  tlie  fourth  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children  Ihhii  to  Jacob  and  Susannah  (Barr) 
liarr,  who  were  also  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  moved  to 
Ohio  in  1«3G,  settling  in  Clarke  County,  where  he 
farmed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1848;  his 
excellent  wife  died  two  years  earlier.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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The  maternal  grandparents  were  Jacob  and  Fannie 
Barr,  of  whom  nothing  further  is  definitely  known. 

Mr.  Barr,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools,  with  the  additional  advan- 
tage of  the  High  School  in  the  city.  When  his 
parents  moved  to  Ohio  he  was  only  three  years 
old,  and  his  father  died  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  leaving  him  dependent  entirely  upon  his 
own  resources.  At  that  age  he  engaged  at  farm 
work,  and  continued  it  until  1855,  although  his 
ambition  was  to  obtain  an  education  and  secure  for 
himself  a  comfortable  home.  Not  liking  the  op- 
portunities which  were  afforded  in  Ohio  he  con- 
cluded to  come  to  the  West,  and  stopped  first  in 
Kane  County',  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farm  work 
one  season.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio,  and  spent 
the  winter,  after  which  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  landing  here  on  tiie  3d  of  April,  18.56.  At 
this  time  he  purchased  IGO  aci'cs  of  wild  land  upon 
which  his  home  is  now  located,  and  immediatelj^ 
set  about  improving  it,  working  energeticall}-  until 
1862.  In  the  winter  of  18.58-.59  he  had  taught 
the  district  school  near  his  farm. 

In  1862,  on  the  7th  of  August,  Mr.  Barr  enlisted 
for  the  war  in  Company  M,  1st  Light  Artillery,  or- 
ganized by  Capt.  James  B.  Miller,  who  was  shortly 
after  succeeded  by  George  W.  Spencer.  The  com- 
pany was  mustered  in  at  Camp  Douglas,  and  was 
soon  afterward  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, which  was  then  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Roseerans.  After  leaving  Illinois  the  company 
went  first  to  Louisville,  Ky..  where  it  engaged  in 
opposition  to  Gen.  Bragg.  The  first  winter  was 
spent  there  in  watching  the  maneuvers  of  Morgan. 
In  the  spring  the  company  was  attached  to  the  gun- 
boat fleet,  and  went  by  water  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
whence  they  proceeded  to  the  extreme  right  of  the 
army,  which  rested  at  Franklin.  The  whole  ami}- 
then  moved  forward  across  Lookout  Mountain, 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  from  the 
18th  to  the  20th  of  September,  and  thence  to  Look- 
out Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge,  where  they  par- 
ticipated in  part  of  those  engagements.  Then  Sher- 
man took  them  to  Knoxville  to  relieve  Gen.  Burn- 
side,  and  they  spent  the  winter  at  Strawberrj^  Plains 
and  Drawbridge.  They  returned  to  Charleston  in 
March,  and  entered  the  Atlanta  campaign  on  the  2d 
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of  Ma3%  and  went  all  through  this  campaign  with 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  The  engagements  in 
which  Ml-.  Barr  participated  were  Resaca,  Kennesaw 
Mountain,  Peachtree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Buzzard's 
Roost,  and  other  niint)r  engagements.  They  were 
under  continuous  fire  for  ninety-six  da^'s,  when  the 
campaign  wound  up  at  Atlanta,  about  the  1st  of 
October,  1884,  and  they  passed  the  winter  at  Chat- 
tanooga. In  the  spring  of  1865  they  went  to  Cleve- 
land, Tenn.,  where  they  remained  until  July,  when 
they  were  sent  home  to  Camp  Douglas,  and  mus- 
tered out  on  the  27th  of  July,  1865,  he  having  served 
within  nine  daj's  of  three  3'ears  without  injury,  ex- 
cepting a  slight  wound  received  at  Chickamauga. 
When  Mr.  Barr  was  discharged  from  the  army  he 
at  once  returned  to  his  farm  and  began  to  pick  up 
the  threads  of  the  old  life.  He  farmed  and  raised 
stock,  living  b}'  himself  until  the  days  of  bachelor- 
hood were  beginning  to  gain  on  him. 

On  the  25th  of  December,  1872,  Mr.  Barr  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Laura  (Chalmers)  Barr,  who  was 
born  in  London,  England,  on  the  10th  of  February, 
1852,  and  was  the  onh*  child  born  to  her  parents, 
both  of  whom  died  and  left  her  an  orphan  at  a  very 
early  age.  She  was  adopted  at  the  age  of  six 
months  by  William  A.  and  Sophia  Esterbrook,  na- 
tives of  this  country,  wealth^'  people  who  were  re- 
siding in  England  for  the  benefit  of  their  health  at 
that  time,  and  brought  bj'  them  when  they  returned 
to  America,  when  she  was  eighteen  months  old. 
For  the  first  five  years  she  was  with  them  they  re- 
sided at  Chelsea,  Vt.,  after  which  thej'  moved  to 
Fremont,  Dodge  Co.,  Neb.,  where  they  remained 
for  five  years,  and  then  returned  to  New  York  and 
lived  in  the  city  for  three  years.  They  then  re- 
turned to  the  same  place  in  Nebraska,  where  thej' 
remained  until  the  adopted  daughter  was  married 
in  1869,  to  Elias  A.  Barr,  a  brother  of  our  subject. 
The  nevvly  married  couple  settle<l  in  Omaha  and 
lived  there  for  nearly  two  j'ears,  where  the  husband 
was  engaged  as  telegraph  operator  at  Gilmore. 
While  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  an  employe 
of  the  railroad  company'  he  was  accidentally  killed 
by  the  cars  on  the  5th  of  November,  1870. 

Immediately  after  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barr  they  occupied  the  farm  where  they  have  since 
resided.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  children,    i. 
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two  of  whom  are  living,  Liitie  A.  and  Lorenzo  N.; 
the  other  two  died  in  infancy.  When  Esmen  Town- 
ship was  fii'st  organized  Mr.  Barr  was  made  Col- 
lector and  served  two  yeai-s.  He  has  been  Trustee  for 
three  terms,  and  Constable  for  several  3^ears.  He 
is  not  particularh-  .active  in  political  matters,  but 
snpport-s  the  measures  and  candidates  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  and  his  wife  take  a  prominent 
part  in  all  the  social  affairs  of  the  neighboihood, 
and  with  the  people  among  whom  they  live  stand 
deservedlv  high.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  in  the  township,  and  is  well  provided  with 
all  things  necessary  to  make  it  comfortable. 

As  indicative  of  the  prosperitj'  enjoyed  in  this 
section  of  the  country  we  present  on  an  adjoining 
page  a  view  of  5Ir.  Barr's  residence  with  its  suv- 
roundinirs. 


RNULiJ    THORNTON,    who  after  a  long 
life    of    active    business,    which    included 
fanning,    merchandising   and   discharging 
,^^  official  duties,  has  retired  to  private  life  at 

Puntiac,  where  he  jjroposes  to  spend  the  remainder 
of  his  da3-s  in  rest  and  quiet,  was  born  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1819,  and  is  the  son  of  Anthony 
and  Aim  L.  (Barrett)  Tbornton,  who  were  natives 
of  Virginia.  The  grandfather  w.ns  Di'.  Henry,  and 
the  grandmother,  Mrs.  (Buckner)  Thornton,  who 
were  of  Knglish  ancestry,  and  were  .among  the  early 
settlers  <>f  ^'irginia.  The  mother's  father  was  Fran- 
cis Barrett,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  was  for  seven 
years  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  An- 
thonj'  Thornton,  after  marriage,  was  eng.iged  in 
hotel-keeping  for  a  time,  and  the  last  twenty -live 
years  of  his  life  was  Sheriff  of  f  Jreen  County,  Ky. 
Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  only  three 
of  whom  are  now  living — Arnold,  John  F.  and 
.lames  T.  Anthony  Thornton  died  in  lH28or  1829 
in  (Jidham  County,  fifteen  mile>  .'iliove  Louisville, 
while  f>n  the  way  to  visit  his  fatlii  r.  who  resided  in 
Virginia. 

Arnold  Thornton  was  reared  in  tlie  village  of 
Green.«burg,  Gieen  Co.,  Ky.,  where  hi'  .attended 
'school  until  lH3a.  With  his  mother's  family,  then 
comprising  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  he  came 
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to  Illinois  and  settled  on  Manviston  Creek,  Mor- 
gan Countj',  where  they  engaged  in  farming  for  two 
yeai'S.  They  then  went  to  Sangamon  Count3', 
where  they  bought  a  farm  and  remained  about  eight- 
een j'ears.  The  part  where  thej'  settled  was  after- 
ward formed  into  Jlenard  Count3\  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  then  went  to  Putnam  Countj-  with  his 
brother,  James  T.,  where  thej'  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising at  Magnolia  for  ten  years,  when  Arnold 
moved  to  Ileuiy,  Marshall  County,  where  he  en- 
g.aged  in  merchandising  and  grain-buying  and  con- 
ducting a  private  bank  for  a  short  time.  In  the 
fall  of  1871  Mr.  Thorntun  removed  toPoutiac,  and 
for  two  J'ears  engaged  in  buying  gTain.  Previous 
to  his  coming  to  Livingston  County,  he  had  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land  in  Pike  Township,  and 
about  1872  purchased  170  acres  in  Eppard's  Point 
Township,  and  in  187.5  moved  onto  this  farm  where 
he  resided  for  four  years.  In  1879  he  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  Livingston  Count}',  and  again  moved 
into  Pontiac.  He  held  this  position  until  1883. 
His  previous  ofHce-holding  was  that  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  Menard  and  Putnam  Counties.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  as  Treasurer,  ^he  pur- 
ch.ased  a  stock  of  hardware,  to  which  he  added 
groceries,  nn<l  conducted  the  mercantile  business 
for  three  years,  when  he  sold  his  store  and  retired 
from  active  business  life. 

Mr.  Thornton  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Fyffe. 
March  18,  18,5(i.  She  is  a  native  of  Putnam 
Count}',  111.,  where  she  was  born  Nov.  14,  1836,  and 
daughter  of  Dr.  E.  P.  and  Sarah  (Robinson)  Fyffe, 
who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Dr.  Fyffe  was  born  in 
1810,  and  moved  to  Urbana,  Ohio,  in  1837.  He 
was  a  cadet  at  West  Point,  studied  medicine,  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  He  took  a  very  prominent 
part  ill  the  late  war,  serving  in  a  high  otticial  posi- 
tion uniler  Gen.  Rosecrans.  He  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Brigadier  General,  and  for  a  consider- 
able time  was  in  command  at  the  barracks  at  Wash- 
ington City.  He  was  the  father  of  six  chihlren, 
one  son  and  three  d.aughters  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing: Joseph,  who  is  a  commander  at  the  navy  yard 
at  Boston,  and  was  in  the  expedition  sent  in  search 
of  Dr.  Kane,  the  Arctic  explorer;  Queen  Victoria 
presented  each  officer  of  this  expedition  with  a  sil- 
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ver  medal.  He  was  in  the  Mexican  War  when  lie 
was  but  fifteen  years  old.  Maximilla,  now  the  wife 
of  F.  J.  Crawford,  a  well-known  attorney  of  Chi- 
caoo;  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  A.  Thornton;  Sarah,  Mrs.  M. 
H.  Weaver,  of  Urbana,  Ohio.  Gen.  E.  P.  Fyffe's 
father  was  William  H.  Fyffe,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
who  removed  to  Kentucky  and  then  to  Champaign 
County,  Ohio,  where  the  General  was  born,  at  Ur- 
bana, being  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  place. 
Gen.  Fyffe  died  in  his  native  town  in  186G,  and  his 
wife  died  at  the  same  place  in  1872. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornton  have  had  a  family'  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  eight  are  living,  namely:  Ed- 
ward M.,  who  married  Ella  Hudson,  and  they  have 
three  children,  named  Wilbur,  Harry  and  Edna; 
the  other  children  are,  Joseph,  Nell,  Sarah  F.,  Max 
F.,  .lames  R..  Robert  A.  and  Alice  L.  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  is  a  Mason  of  long  standing,  and  in  all  re- 
spects is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  county,  and 
has  been  prominent  in  all  her  affairs  since  his  resi- 
dence here.  During  this  time  he  has  built  three 
good  houses  in  Marshall  County.  His  present 
dwelling  is  a  handsome  one.  Mrs.  Thornton  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  portrait  accompanying  this  sketch  of  its 
well-known  subject  will  be  greatlj'  appreciated  bj' 
Mr.  Thornton's  many  friends.  __ 


p:<>HOMAS  SPAFFORU,  who  is  a  representa- 
tive and  reputable  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  Saunemin  Township,  is  a  native  of  Lin- 
colnshire, England,  and  was  born  Jan.  28,  1827. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Sibsey)  Spafford, 
both  natives  of  England.  Of  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents  the  following  survive: 
Robert,  of  Saunemin  Township;  Thomas,  our  sul)- 
ject;  Bets}',  wife  of  David  Johnson,  who  resides 
near  London.  Ontario ;  Sarah,  wife  of  William  Becd- 
ham,  and  William,  the  latter  two  in  England.  Our 
subject  was  reared  to  man's  estate  in  his  native 
country,  and  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation. He  has  been  a  constant  reader  all  his  life, 
and  is  well  versed  in  general  business  matters  and 
informed  upon  all  public  questions. 


In  the  fall  of  1850,  Mr.  Spafford  emigrated  to 
America,  taking  passage  at  Liverpool,  and  after  an 
ocean  voyage  of  five  weeks  in  the  sailing-vessel 
'•  New  W(,(rld,"  landed  in  New  York  City,  and  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  remained 
in  that  citj-  nearly  one  3'ear,  during  which  time  he 
ran  a  meat-market  stand.  Me  then  left  New  York 
and  went  to  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  where  he  began 
farming  on  rented  land.  He  remained  in  that 
county  until  the  spring  of  1856,  in  which  j'ear  he 
came  to  Livingston  County,  and  settled  on  section 
21,  in  Saunemin  Township,  in  1858.  The  quarter 
section  of  land  on  which  he  resides  he  originally 
entered  from  the  Government  in  1853,  having  been 
on  a  prospecting  tour  in  this  count}'  during  that 
year.  There  had  not  been  a  furrow  turned  on  this 
land  when  he  came  here,  and  there  were  not  more 
than  half  a  dozen  settlers  in  Saunemin  Towship. 
He  has  seen  the  land  of  his  township  developed  from 
its  primitive  condition  and  conveited  into  smiling 
fields  and  splendid  farms.  Mr.  SpaiTord  has  become 
an  extensive  land-owner,  and  his  'JOO  acres  located 
in  Livingston  and  Kankakee  Counties,  are  evidences 
of  his  business  accomplishments.  When  he  first 
landed  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  he  had  about  $100  in 
money  with  which  to  begin  the  struggle  of  life  in 
the  New  World.  He  has  succeeded  beyond  his 
most  sanguine  expectations. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1853,  Mr.  Spafford  was 
married  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  to  Mary  A.  Jor- 
don,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  was  born  Oct.  15,  1831. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  David  Edwards,  a  Welsh- 
man by  birth.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Spafford  she  was  the  widow  of  John  Jordon,  of 
Fountain  County,  Ind.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spafford  was  blest  with  six  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living:  Sarah,  born  July  3,  1854,  is  the 
wife  of  Zadoc  Hudgin,  of  Kankakee,  111.;  Betsy, 
born  June  11,  1860:  Minnie,  born  Oct.  19,  1863, 
is  the  wife  of  John  Watt.5,  of  Saunemin  Township; 
Anna  was  born  Aug.  !!•,  1866.  Two  sons,  both 
named  John,  died  in  infancy.  The  wife  who  was 
his  helpmate  and  companion  for  more  than  twenty- 
eight  years,  departed  this  life  on  the  i)th  of  No- 
vember, 1881,  leaving  many  friends  to  mourn  her 
demise. 

Mr.   Spafford  is  a   Republican  in  politics  and  has 
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served  n?  Township  School  Trustee  and  Assessor 
for  a  number  of  years.  For  fifteen  j-ears  he 
served  .is  .lustk-e  of  the  Peace,  and  was  first  elected 
as  Supervisor  of  his  township  in  1868,  and  w.'th  the 
exception  of  one  j-ear  has  officiated  in  that  capacity 
continuously  since.  He  is  now  serving  his  seventh 
year  as  Chairman  of  the  B<.)ard  of  Supervisors,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  proved  himself  of  much  value 
to  the  county.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  everj-- 
thingthat  will  develop  the  resources  of  and  improve 
the  county.  He  is  amenilier  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  contributes  to  its  support  .ind  also 
assists  other  churches  as  well.  In  earlj'  life  he  was 
an  Kpiscopallan.  He  is  public  spirited  and  liberal 
minded,  and  commands  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  all  who  know  him,  and  now  in  his  declining  years 
is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life  spent  in  usefulness 
and  well  doing.  As  a  man  of  this  high  character 
we  place  in  this  connection  the  portrait  of  Mr. 
Spafford. 
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60RXP:LIUS  W.  STICKNIiY,  editor  and  pro- 
,  jirietor  of   the  Forest  Rambler,  was  the  first 
, male  cliild  born  in  what  was  then  the  village 

of  East  Bradford.  Mass..  I>ut  is  now  Groveland. 
He  fu-st  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  March  9,  IS.'jO, 
and  is  a  direct  descendant  through  six  generations 
of  .Samnel  Stickney,  who  emigrated  from  England, 
and  located  in  Massachusetts  in  the  Colonial  days. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  Leonard  W.  Stickney, 
wa.«  also  born  in  East  Bradford,  Mass..  in  1821. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking  in  early  man- 
hood, and  was  married  to  Miss  Susan  J.  Streeter,  a 
native  of  Portland,  Me.  Five  years  after  the  birth 
of  their  son,  Cornelius  W.,  they  migrated  to  Illinois 
and  located  in  Freeport,  where  the  father  engaged 
in  the  shoe  business,  carrying  on  both  wholesale  and 
retail  trade.  InlxCO  he  transported  his  merchan- 
di.se  to  Denver,  Col.,  and  continued  the  same  bnsi- 
ne.s.s  there  about  four  years.  Then  selling  out,  he 
went  to  Virginia  City,  thence  to  Helena.  Mont., 
and  purchasing  a  slock  of  books  and  stationery, 
carried  on  a  very  lucrative  trade,  and  aecnmnlated 
a  fine  property.  He  was  fjnite  prominesit  as  a  citi- 
zen, and  ideritKied  with  many  important  enterprises 


of  the  young  and  rapidlj'  growing  town.  As  is 
often  the  ease,  however,  misfortune  finally  sought 
him  out,  and  his  stock  of  goods,  together  with  the 
building,  were  one  night  totally  destroyed  by  fire. 
All  of  his  assets  were  employed  to  paj-  the  100  cents 
on  the  dollar,  which  he  persisted  in  doing,  and  set- 
tled satisfactorily  with  every  creditor.  He  had 
been  carrying  an  insurance  of  $26,000,  but  the  great 
Chicago  fire  occurred  eight  days  later,  and  before 
he  could  prove  his  loss  to  the  companies  of  that 
city,  in  which  lie  held  policies,  they  were  broken  up 
and  he  only  received  $1,600.  Upon  the  complete 
settlement  of  his  liusiness  a  year  later,  he  returned 
with  his  family  to  Illinois,  and  located  near  Normal. 
Soon  afterward  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis, 
which,  however,  only  disabled  him  for  a  short  time, 
and  had  no  effect  whatever  upon  his  bright  and 
vigorous  mind.  Thereafter  he  kept  himself  em- 
|)loyed  some  of  the  time  in  keeping  hotel,  and  in 
speculating  in  a  small  way.  He  finally  died  of 
apoplexy  at  Bloomington  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1874. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  remembered  as  a 
well-educated  and  well-bred  gentleman,  one  who  was 
strictly  lionest  and  upright  in  his  dealings  with  his 
fellowmen,  and  who  looked  with  contempt  upon  a 
mean  action.  He  was  l)ut  fifty-three  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  was  hastened  by 
mental  labor.  He  possessed  those  genial  qualities 
c>f  heart  and  mind  which  drew  around  him  a  large 
cii'cle  of  friends,  by  whom  his  name  is  held  in  kindly 
remembrance.  Mrs.  Stickney  is  still  living  and  a 
resident  of  Forest,  where  she  carries  on  a  millinery 
business,  and  is  in  good  health.  Of  the  three  chil- 
dren comprising  the  parental  f.amilj',  Ellias  V.  died 
when  an  interesting  young  man  of  twenty-one  j'ears 
of  age;  Susie  C.  resides  with  her  mother. 

Mr.  Stickney  was  fairlj'  educated  in  his  j-outh, 
and  wlicn  sixteen  j'ears  old  joined  his  father  in 
Montana,  and  assisted  in  carrying  on  the  business 
there.  He  had  alwa^'s  been  fond  of  books,  and  was 
an  extensive  reader,  and  earl}'  in  life  gave  evidence 
of  literary  talent.  His  first  editorial  experience  was 
as  a  member  of  the  local  staff  of  the  Helena  Daily 
Herald,  in  which  he  acquitted  himself  creditably,  and 
evinced  his  adaptation  to  newspaper  work.  In 
Is71  lu'  returnt'd    t(j  Illinois   and  employed  himself 
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at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do  to  assist  the  family 
and  himself  also.  He  was  connected  with  the  hotel 
which  his  father  carried  on  in  Blooruington,  and 
tliere  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Juliet  F.  Win- 
sor,  who  became  his  wife  Oct.  28,  1875. 

Mrs.  Stickney  was  born  near  Atlanta,  tliis  Slate, 
June  9,  1853,  and  is  the  daughter  of  D.iniel  and 
Anna  R.  (Brown)  Winsor.  Thej-  were  natives  of 
Rhode  Island  respectively,  and  the  maternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  at  one  time  acn^tom  house 
officer  at  Providence,  R.  I.  The  young  people  made 
their  home  first  in  Blooraington,  III.,  where  thej' 
continued  a  .yenr,  then  removed  to  Olney,  111., 
where  Mr.  S.  was  employed  in  the  office  of  the  Olney 
Daily  Ledger.  The  j'ear  following  he  returned  to 
Bloomington  and  assisted  his  mother  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  which  she  conducted 
several  years  after  her  husband's  death. 

Our  subject,  however,  felt  at  home  in  no  place 
so  much  as  in  a  newspaper  office.  He  accordingl3', 
in  1878,  purchased  the  Chenoa  Gazette^  the  publica- 
tion of  which  he  conducted  until  the  fall  of  1883, 
then  coming  to  this  county,  established  the  Forest 
Rambler,  which  has  now  become  one  of  the  indis- 
pensable institutions  of  the  town  and  vicinity.  The 
Rambler  is  a  six-column,  eight-page  quarto.  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  eminently  successful.  As 
a  news  journal  little  more  could  be  required,  and  its 
editorial  columns  are  presided  over  in  a  wise  and 
sensible  manner.  Mr.  .Stickney  expresses  his  opin- 
ions fearlessly,  and  is  one  of  the  most  loyal  adher- 
ents of  the  Repuljlican  party.  He  became  identified 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  1871,  in  which  he 
has  made  considerable  advance,  being  in  the  Royal 
Arch  degree. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stickney's  famil}-  now  includes  but 
two  little  ones,  May  C.  and  Lillie  h..,  their  only 
son,  Merl,  having  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  months. 
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AMES  LOVELOCK,   who  owns  200  acres  of 

land    on    section    ol,    Saiinemin    Township, 

where  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and 

stock-raising,  has  been  a  resident  of  Illinois 

for  twenty-five  years.     He  is  a  native  of  Ilanning- 

ton,   Hampshire,   England,   where  he  was  born  on 


tiie  15th  of  May,  1829.  At  the  age  of  fifty-nine 
years  he  finds  himself  comfortably  situated  and 
surrounded,  the  possessor  of  a  competency  to  secure 
ease  and  comfort  during  the  balance  of  his  life. 
The  parents  of  out  subject  were  George  and  Mary 
(Palmer)  Lovelock,  both  natives  of  England. 

JMr.  Lovelock  remained  in  England  until  he 
reached  the  years  of  manhood,  and  received  but  a 
meager  education,  the  advantages  offered  in  that 
country  in  those  days  Ijcing  very  much  limited.  In 
1 85 1  he  emigrated  to  America,  t.aking  passage  on  the 
9th  of  May,  at  London,  on  the  sailing-ve.ssel  "Vic- 
toria," which  brought  him  safel}'  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  lie  landed  at  New  York  on  the  10th  of 
Jiine.  Immediately  upon  arriving  on  our  shores 
he  went  directly  to  Michigan,  where  he  secured  em- 
plo3mient  on  a  farm  for  about  two  years,  and  then 
went  to  LaPorte  County,  Ind.,  where  he  remained 
until  1863,  when  became  to  Livingston  County, 
and  has  here  since  continuously  resided. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1855,  Mr.  Lovelock  was 
married,  in  Indiana,  to  IMcna  Thomas,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  June  8,  1830,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Lewis  and  Carrie  (Brownberger)  Thomas. 
In  1854  siie  accompanied  her  parents  when  they 
immigrated  to  America,  and  settled  in  Michigan 
City,  Ind.,  where  they  both  died.  To  Mr.  and  Jlrs. 
Lovelock  have  been  born  eleven  children,  who  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Amelia  was  born  in  1855; 
Scott,  June  23,  1857;  Charles,  Dec.  10,  1859; 
Frank,  Aug.  17,  1861;  James  T.,  .Sept.  14,  1863; 
Nancy,  Sept.  9.  1865;  Julia,  Aug.  27,  1867; 
George,  April  6,  1869;  Albert  P.,  Jan.  12,  1874, 
and  two  who  are  dead.  Lorenzo  D.  and  one  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Although  Mr.  Lovelock's  first  residence  in  Liv- 
ingston County  was  begun  under  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances he  has,  through  hard  work,  econom}'  and 
good  management,  succeeded  in  securing  a  good 
farm  of  200  acres,  which  has  been  for  many  years 
under  excellent  cultivation.  He  has  also  erected  a 
good  class  of  farm  buildings  and  made  other  suita- 
able  improvements.  Jlr.  Lovelock  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  but  has  never  allowed  his  political  en- 
thusiasm to  carry  him  in  the  direction  of  office- 
seeking.  For  a  number  of  years  he  has  served  as 
School  Director,  and  in  that  capacity  has  given  sat- 
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isfaction  to  the  pei>ple.  He  is  a  representative  citi- 
zen of  the  township  and  county,  and  he  and  his 
family  are  reputable  luenihers  of  society. 

As  representative  of  the  buililings  in  this  section 
of  counti'v  we  present  on  .•umtiier  piige  a  view  of 
Mr.  Lovelock's  residence. 


^S^ICHOLAS  ZEPH.  The  name  ,.f  this  gen- 
ii jji  tleman  is  held  in  kindly  remembrance  bj' 
.'11  i^  the  people  of  Owego  Township  as  having 
been  one  of  its  most  worthy  citizens.  He  was  born 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  German}-,  Sept.  6, 
1807,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Monita  Zeph, 
also  of  German  birtli  and  parentage.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  Province,  where  he  re- 
mained until  over  forty  years  of  age,  and  then,  in 
the  spring  of  1848,  set  sail  for  America,  landing 
first  in  the  city  of  Ne\v  York,  whence  he  afterward 
went  t«.i  Kentucky,  where  he  spent  two  years,  then 
migrated  to  Warren  County,  Ohio.  After  a  resi- 
dence of  three  years  in  tiie  Buckeye  State  he  started 
for  the  farther  West,  locating  first  in  Tazewell 
County,  this  State,  and  coming  thence  to  Living- 
ston County  in  1858.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  un- 
cultivated prairie  land  on  section  18,  in  Owego 
Township,  and  at  once  commenced  its  improve- 
ment and  cultivation,  establishing  a  permanent 
homestead,  upon  which  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Sept.  22.   1871. 

Mr.  Zeph  was  married,  in  his  native  Province, 
Dec.  .31,  1832,  to  Mi.ss  Fninciska  Zimmerer,  and 
they  became  the  i)a)ents  of  twelve  children,  seven 
now  living  and  located  as  follows:  Mathias  is  en- 
gaged as  a  car  inspector  at  Indianap(jlis,  Ind. ;  The- 
resa is  the  wife  of  John  Schneider,  of  Pontiac; 
Elizabeth  is  the  widow  of  F.  X.  Schneider,  of  Jay 
County,  Ind. :  Gertrude  n.arried  Theodore  Shaffer, 
.ind  is  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  An- 
ton Zimmerer,  a  resident  of  Nebraska  City,  Neb.; 
Eva.  .Mr^.  Frederick  Fienhold,  resides  in  Crawford 
County,  Iowa;  Randol|)li  occupies  the  home  farm 
in  Owego  Townslii]). 

.Mr.  Zeph  and  hi-  family  were  in  nowise  exerii|it, 
from  the  diflicnlties  and  hardsliips  of  pioneer  lilc 
The  father  struggled  brav.-ly  willi  the  iiardsliips  of 
a  new  country  and  a  strange  land,  but  in    due   lime 
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received  his  reward  in  a  home  and  a  competency, 
together  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
neighbors.  The  first  dwelling  w,as  a  log  cabin  of 
rude  construction,  which  the  fandlj-  occupied  un- 
til enabled  to  \n\t  up  a  more  convenient  and  com- 
modious structure.  Each  3'ear  added  something  to 
the  appearance  and  value  of  the  farm,  until  it  was 
finally  enclosed  with  good  fences,  and  besides  the 
dwelling  a  good  barn  and  other  suitable  out-build- 
ings had  been  erected.  Mr.  Zeph  was  noted  for  his 
piety,  and  sought  at  every  o|)portunity,  by  word 
and  deed,  to  exert  a  good  influence  upon  those 
around  him,  and  let  fall  those  little  seeds  of  truth 
.and  goodness  which  should  in  the  course  of  time 
bear  their  fruit.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of 
everv  enterprise  tending  to  improve  and  elevate 
the  condition  of  the  people.  After  becoming  a 
naturalized  citizen  he  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  bitterl}-  opposed  to  the 
"peculiar  institution"  which  involved  human 
slavery  and  the  setting  aside  of  those  rights  which 
are  now  becoming  recognized  by  every  nation  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth.  In  his  demise,  not  only 
Owego  Township,  but  Livingston  County,  lost  one 
of  its  best  citizens,  nnd  liis  family  their  truest  friend 
and  counselor. 

Mrs.  Franciska  Zeph,  nfiw  a  lady  seventy-nine 
j'ears  of  age,  still  resides  on  the  homestead  estab- 
lished by  her  husband  when  thev  were  in  the  prime 
of  life  and  watching  with  interest  their  children 
growing  up  around  them.  She  proved  in  every  re- 
spect a  suitable  helpmeet  of  her  husband,  and  en- 
joys the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  her. 
Her  husband,  at  his  death,  left  her  an  estate  includ- 
ing IGO  acres  of  land  in  Owego  Township,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  a  life  of  toil  and  self-denial,  and 
which  proves  a  tine  illustration  of  that  which  may 
be  accomi)lishcd  by  persevering  industry.  He  had 
commenced  in  life  a  poor  man,  and  pursued  his 
straiglitfoi'ward  course  unaided  by  other  means 
than  his  strong  hands  and  resolute  will. 

Kandolph  Zeph  was  born  in  Germany,  April  14, 
I  84S,  and  came  to  America  with  his  mother  and 
other  mcmlicrs  of  the  faniilj'  and  joined  his  father 
ill  JK.M.  lie  was  reared  to  farm  life,  pursued  his 
>tiidics  in  the  district  school  and  became  i)roficient 
as  a   teacher,   being    thus  employed    several  terms 
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after  completing  his  studies.  He  was  married 
on  tlie  nttli  of  October,  1877.  to  Miss  Aljiha.  the 
daugiiter  of  David  G.  and  Clara  E.  Watts,  wlio 
were  residents  of  McLean  County  but  are  now  de- 
ceased. Her  fatlier  served  .as  a  soldier  in  tlu'  late 
war,  and  was  Icilled  at  Kennesaw  Mountain.  The 
mother  survived  until  1884.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  two  children — Walter  P.,  Aug.  31,  1879, 
and  Olive,  Sept.  12,  1883.  Mr.  Z.  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the  former  lias 
filled  various  important  positions  in  that  society. 
Upon  becoming  a  voter  he  identified  liimself  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  been  quite  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  serving  as  Township  Clerk, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  continuously  since 
1878.  Like  his  f.ather  before  him,  he  takes  a  warm 
interest  in  the  progress  of  tlie  people  around  him, 
supporting  and  encouraging  those  enterprises  cal- 
culated to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community 
morall}'  and  educationally. 

Pleasant  Zeph,  an  elder  son,  served  as  a  Union 
soldier  during  the  late  war,  suffering  all  the  liard- 
sliips  and  privations  incident  to  army  life,  and 
therebj'  contracted  an  incurable  disease  which  re- 
sulted in  his  death  after  his  return  home  on  fur- 
lough, his  decease  occurring  March  4,  1862. 

A  view  of  the  old  home  is  given   in   this  Album. 
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(OHN  MINARD,  who  is  largely  engaged  in 
farming    and    stock-raising   on    section    10, 

,  Long  Point  Township,  was  born  near  Lon- 
^^  don,  Upper  Canada,  Nov.  20,  1828.  He  is 
the  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Uingham)  Minard, 
who  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  AVar 
of  1812,  and  during  that  time  the  necessities  of 
life  cost  so  much  as  to  be  almost  beyond  the  reacli 
of  people  of  ordinar3'  means,  his  wife  paying  as 
high  as  $3  a  pound  for  tea.  On  returning  from 
the  war  he  cradled  wheat  when  the  ice  would  fly 
from  the  heads  of  the  grain,  and  the  excessive  cold 
weather  of  that  year  destroyed  the  potato  crop. 
To  the  parents  of  Mr.  Minard  were  born  eleven 
cliildren,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Mary,  Polly, 
Solomon,    William,   David,  John,  Julia,    Wealthy, 


George,  Rosit  and  Abigail.  Mary  married  Daniel 
Boogner,  and  died  in  188G;  Polly  married  David 
Dingman.  had  eiglit  children,  and  is  deceased;  her 
husband  died  in  (,'anada  in  1884.  Solomon  mar- 
ried Betsj'  Burr,  and  is  a  retired  farmei'  living  in 
Anwan;  William  died  in  La  Porte  County,  Ind., 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years:  David  married  Miss 
Susie  Hodge,  and  died  in  Kansas  in  188,i;  John, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Julia  niaiTJcd  David 
Dingman,  wlio  was  the  husband  of  her  deceased 
sister  Polly:  Wealthy  was  married  to  Archie  JFc- 
Fedron;  they  are  both  dead,  leaving  one  child  liv- 
ing. George,  now  a  resident  of  Nebraska,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Dingman,  who  died  leaving  six  chil- 
dren; AbigaiPmarried  John  Smyth;  they  are  both 
deceased,  leaving  two  children.  Rosit  died  in  La- 
Salle  County,  111. 

John  Minard,  our  subject,  came  to  Illinois  in 
1835,  and  received  his  education  in  the  log-cabin 
school-houses  of  that  day.  At  that  time  the  com- 
pensation of  a  teacher  was  $3  i)er  scholar  for  a  term 
of  four  montlis,  which  was  i)aid  by  the  parents. 
Mr.  Minard's  first  arrival  in  Livingston  County  was 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1856. 

Februar}'  14,  1849,  I\Ir.  Minard  was  married  to 
F^lizabeth  Ann  (Dingman)  Hall,  widow  of  Joel 
Hall.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Min- 
ard, she  had  four  children.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Min- 
ard were  born  five  children,  as  follows:  Sophronia, 
who  married  Herman  Warner,  and  has  a  family  of 
five  girls  and  three  boys;  George,  who  died  in  1853, 
at  eighteen  months  old:  Ira,  who  married  Ida 
Bush;  they  have  a  family  of  four  children,  and  re- 
side in  this  county.  Charlie,  who  married  Alice 
Tullis ;  they  iiave  two  boys  and  reside  in  this  county. 
Elizabetli,  who  married  Charlie  Walston  :  they  have 
a  family  of  four  children,  and  reside  on  a  farm  in 
Daw.son  County,  Neb. 

Mr.  Minard,  or  as  he  is  more  familiarly  known, 
•'  Uncle  Tommy,"  was  employed  on  a  canal  from 
Chicago  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  vras  engaged  in 
carrying  liquor,  which  was  issued  to  the  men  to  the 
amount  of  sixteen  '-jiggers"  a  day,  and  when  one 
would  become  so  intoxicated  that  lie  could  not 
walk  the  plank,  he  was  discharged.  After  this  he 
went  to  Beloit,  and  staid  there  about  three  years, 
and  returned  home   in   1842.     In  1852  he  crossed 
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the  plains,  and  returned  on  the  11th  of  March, 
18o4,  having  been  gone  two  years  and  nineteen 
d.iys.  On  the  jounuy  out,  tlie  train  consisted  of 
twent\"-seven  wagons,  and  when  they  had  readied 
the  south  fork  of  the  Loup  River,  they  were  at- 
tacked by  the  Indians.  The  men  composing  the 
expedition  soon  formed  in  line  of  battle,  which 
caused  the  Indians  to  retreat.  In  crossing  the 
mountains,  Mr.  Jlinard  on  August  1  passed  over 
snow  which  was  seventeen  feet  deep.  Upon  arriv- 
ing at  S.an  Francisco,  he  conclnded  to  make  the  re- 
turn trip  by  water,  which  he  did  in  twenty-one 
d.ays  to  New  York. 

Mr.  Minard  now  owns  540  acres  of  well-im- 
proved land,  fifty  of  which  are  well  timbered. 
There  are  four  dwelling-jiouses  on  the  land,  which 
are  occupied  by  those  engaged  in  cultivating  it. 
There  are  on  this  farm  .5,000  rods  of  tile  ditch. 
Mr.  Minard  also  owns  fortj-  acres  of  land  in  Cal- 
houn County,  Iowa.  In  the  wa^'  of  stock  be  raises 
and  deals  in  some  of  the  finest  in  the  county;  one 
French  Norman  horse  now  on  his  farm  weighs 
1,1^00  pounds.  He  engages  largely  in  raising 
Short-horn  and  Polled-Angus  cattle  of  the  purest 
strains,  and  also  hogs  and  sheep  of  the  best  blood. 

Mr.  Minard  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
in  which  he  is  an  active  worker,  as  also  was  his  wife 
who  is  now  deceased.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican of  strong  Prohibition  proclivities.  In  all  re- 
spects he  is  a  highly  influential  and  respected  citi- 
zen, broad-minded  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  an 
advocate  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  betterment 
of  the  people. 

A  view  of  Mr.  Minard's  homestead  is  given  in 
this  volume. 

OIIN  W.  RUDD.  a  native  of  Peoria,  this 
.State,  came  to  Livingston  County  in  1879, 
and  is  now  numbered  among  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Forest  Town- 
ship, whore  he  is  finely  located  on  section  H.  Ik- 
deals  mostly  in  Short-horn  cattle,  having  some  luij- 
\jUmjiU  an<l  keeping  .-i  herd  of  about  forty-five  head. 
His  horses  are  mostly  Norman-i,  and  the  farm  where 
he  carries  on  this  department  of   agriculture  is  one 


of  the  most  desirable  in  Central  Illinois.  Although 
not  particularly  extensive,  embracing  but  120  acres, 
the  whole  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  sup- 
plied with  modern  and  substantial  buildings. 

Our  subject  was  born  Nov.  29,  185.5,  and  when 
a  child  removed  with  his  parents  to  Woodford 
County,  where  he  was  reared  and  remained  until 
twenty -three  years  of  age.  His  parents,  John  and 
Mary  (Handford)  Rudd,  were  natives  of  Kngland, 
.and  came  to  the  LTnited  States  about  1847.  They 
.at  once  sought  the  Prairie  State  and  loi-ited  in 
Peoria  County,  where  the  father  carried  on  fann- 
ing several  years  and  then  took  up  his  residence  in 
Woodford  County,  where  he  now  lives.  He  also 
is  largelv  engaged  in  stock-raising,  and  is  quite 
l)rominent  in  local  politics,  voting  the  straight 
Republican  ticket,  and  earnestly  supporting  the 
principles  of  the  party  with  which  he  identified 
him,«elf  soon  after  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  The  parental  family  included  four  chil- 
dren: James  married  Miss  Mary  Ililsebeck,  and  is 
farming  in  Forest  Township;  the}- have  six  children, 
three  boys  and  three  girls.  William  II.  married 
Miss  Hannah  Townsend,  and  they  have  two  chil- 
dren, a  son  and  daughter;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of 
William  Channing,  who  is  farming  in  Belle  Prairie 
Township. 

Mr.  Ruild  remained  witii  his  parents  until  twen- 
ty-one years  old,  in  th"!  meantims  becoming  fa- 
miliar with  farm  pursuits  and  acquiring  a  fair 
education.  He  then,  with  money  given  him  by  his 
f.ather,  purciiased  forty  acres  of  land  in  Green 
Township,  Woodford  Countj',  which  he  sold  two 
j'cars  later  to  purchase  his  present  farm.  He  was 
married,  Nov.  3,  1874,  to  Miss  INIattie  Smilie,  of 
Fulton  County,  and  the  daughter  of  Weddon  and 
Hannah  (Bocock)  Smilie,  who  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  engaged  in  farming  there  until 
1.S74.  Upon  coming  to  Illinois  Mr.  S.  purchased 
hotel  proix'rty  in  Benson,  where  he  still  lives,  en- 
gaged as '•mine  host."  The  mother  died  in  1882. 
Their  family  included  five  daughters  and  three  sons, 
wlK)areu(iw  mostly  residents  of  Woodford  County. 
One  daughter  resides  in  Kansas,  one  in  Nebraska, 
and  Mrs.  Rudd  is  the  wife  of  our  subject. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rudd,  three  boys 
and  two  girls,  were  named  respectively:  Lilly  Dell, 
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Hattie  May,  Jesse  LaMoine,  John  Oscar  and 
Claude  Howard,  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
Riidd  is  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  as 
Director  in  his  school  district  seven  3'ears,  and  is 
still  holding  the  office. 

'^1  OHN  McGEE  is  the  owner  of  400  acres  of 
land  in  Snnbury  and  Nevada  Townslii[is, 
the  most  of  which  is  under  a  splendid  ^tate 
of  cultivation.  Mr.  McGoe  was  boni  in 
County  Armagh,  Ireland,  on  the  17th  of  August. 
1811,  and  is  the  son  of  John  McGee,  who  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Corcullentramere,  where  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  also  John  McGee,  was  born 
and  spent  his  entire  life  engaged  in  farming. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm, 
and  learning  the  trade  of  weaver  and  draper,  he 
divided  his  time  between  farming  and  following  his 
trade,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  town. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Mulholland, 
who  was  born  in  County  Armagh,  and  there  spent 
her  life.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  while  the  subject 
of  onr  sketch  was  the  only  one  who  came  to  Amer- 
ica. He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  was  engaged  principallj'  in  farming  until 
1841,  when  he  went  to  Scotland  and  engaged  at 
work  on  a  railroad.  He  had  been  there  but  a  few 
daj's  when  a  call  from  his  brother  required  h's  re- 
turn home,  where  he  remained  six  months,  and  re- 
turning to  Scotland,  he  was  variously  engaged  for 
one  year.  After  a  short  visit  to  England  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Ireland,  where  he  lived  one 
year,  and  then  returning  to  Scotland,  he  remained 
until  1849,  when,  after  visiting  England,  Ireland 
and  the  Isle  of  Man,  he  embarked  for  America  in 
1850. 

Mr.  McGee  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  and  went 
from  there  direct  to  Montreal,  and  thence  to  La- 
chine,  where  he  engaged  in  railroad  work,  and  re- 
ceived a  compensation  of  four  shillings  per  day. 
After  a  short  time,  however,  he  went  to  Ogdens- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  where  he  secured  work  on  the  railroad 
at  ninety   cents    per  day,    and  saving    SI 3    of   his 


wages,  he  returned  to  Canada  and  engaged  work  on 
a  steamer  on  Lake  Ontario  at  -Slfl  \)er  niontii.  Af- 
ter making  three  trips  he  joined  an  uncle  in  Os- 
wego, N.  Y.,  with  whom  he  staid  a  few  months, 
when  he  went  to  Pittsburgh  and  engaged  jit  rail- 
road work  at  eighty-seven  and  one-half  cents  per 
day.  After  a  few  vvceks  he  went  on  a  coal  boat  to 
Memphis,  Tenn,  receiving  $G5  for  the  trip,  and 
found  emplojmient  in  that  city  at  wheeling  co.il. 
for  which  he  received  -S1..")0  per  day.  Aftci'  uork- 
ing  one  and  one-half  days  he  contracti^d  with 
another  man  at  $2,  and  was  in  his  employ  for  over 
three  years.  After  this  he  went  to  Kentucky,  and 
engaged  in  mining  fi.ir  a  slmrt  time  at  Milford's 
mine,  after  which,  until  1  .SGo,  lie  was  engaged  in 
coal  mines  at  various  places. 

In  1863  Mr.  McGee  bought  a  house  and  a  half 
block  of  ground  in  the  city  of  LaSalle,  and  lived 
there  until  1S69,  when  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
land  on  section  14,  in  Sunbur3'  Township,  this 
county,  to  which  his  family  moved  during  the  year, 
although  Mr.  McGee  still  continued  in  LaSalle, 
where  he  had  charge  of  three  shafts.  In  1 870  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  160  acres,  where  he  now  re- 
sides, and  owns  altogether  400  acres  of  land.  lit' 
has  devoted  very  little  of  his  own  time  to  fai'ining, 
for,  after  quitting  active  work  in  the  mines,  his 
services  as  an  overseer  were  constantly  sought  for 
bj'  mine  owners  in  times  of  etnergency,  and  he  lias 
thus  been  employed  at  various  places. 

In  1863  Mr.  McGee  was  married  to  Mrs.  Teresa 
Clancy,  who  is  a  native  of  Kings  County,  Ire- 
land, and  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Teresa  (Ka- 
gan)  Kelley,  and  widow  of  William  Clancy.  Her 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Kings  County,  where 
they  passed  their  entire  lives.  By  her  (irst  mar- 
riage Mrs.  McGee  was  the  mother  of  two  children. 
Michael  and  Charles.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  IMcCtCB  both 
belong  to  the  Catholic  Church,  in  which  they  take 
a  leading  part.  Mr.  McGee  takes  an  independent 
stand  in  political  matters,  putting  his  ballot  where 
it  will  do  the  most  good,  regardless  of  the  political 
party  to  which  the  man  for  whom  he  votes  belongs. 
As  the  reader  will  observe,  he  h.as  been  an  extensive 
traveler  and  is  a  man  of  varied  experience.  Wher- 
ever he  has  gone  he  has  been  a  close  observer,  and 
acquainted  himself  with  the  ways  and    manners  of    t 
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the  people  among  whom  he  lived.  Ho  is  an  ex- 
tensive reader,  and  from  that  c-ause  and  personal 
experience,  is  a  man  of  very  wide  information. 

On  another  page  of  this  vohnne  may  be   found  a 
view  iif  Mr.  Mc(iee"s  residence   with   it.-  surround- 


'JY^AME.S  TRKDENICK  brought  with  him 
from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  those  sub- 
stantial and  reliable  qualities  which  have 
constituted  him  one  of  the  most  high!}'  ve- 
spected  citizens  of  Sullivan  Township,  the  owner  of 
a  good  propert}^  and  closely  identified  with  its 
business  and  agricultural  interests.  His  valuable 
and  highly  cultivated  farm  of  110  acres  is  pleas- 
antly located  on  section  9,  and  forms  one  of  the 
most  attractive  spots  in  tiie  landscape  of  that  sec- 
tion. Here,  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  lie  has  la- 
bored as  a  successful  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  has  in 
all  respects  distinguished  himself  as  an  honest  man 
and  a  good  citizen. 

Mr.  Trcdenick  is  a  native  of  Devonshire,  En- 
gland, where  his  birth  took  place  in  March,  18.31. 
The  honsehc)ld  of  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Susan 
(James)  Tredenick,  included  ten  children,  of  whom 
.lames  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  The  famil3- 
is  of  English  ancestry  for  geneiations  back,  and  the 
fatiier  of  our  subject,  like  those  before  him,  lived 
ill  his  native  county,  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1861.  The 
faithful  wife  and  devoted  mother  had  passed  away 
some  years  before. 

James  Trcdenick  was  reared  to  farm  life  iii  his 
native  county,  and  received  a  fair  (Mliicatioii  in  tlie 
common  schools.  He  continui'il  in  that  locality 
until  twenty-six  years  of  age,  when,  dissatisfied 
with  ills  condition  and  ])rosp('(;ts,  on  the  22d  of 
April,  1«.')7.  lie  set  .sail  at  I'lymoiilli  on  the  vessel 
'•  PeiM'lla. "  and  after  a  fair  \oyM^c  of  six  weeks, 
laniled  in  the  city  of  Qiieliec.  Caiiada.  lie  had  ae- 
()iiaintaiicc>  :it  Haiiiillon,  (^iit:iriii,  auioiiu  wIiumi  be 
"pent  two  week-.  |)leasantly.  and  IJii-n  eanie  into  the 
I'liiterl  St:ite.-i,  migrating  we.-l  into  ( iiimdy  County, 
III.      Here    be   secureil   cniploynienl    as  a    larin   la- 


borer, and  after  four  years  thus  employed,  em- 
barked in  agriculture  on  his  own  aecoiuit  in  the 
same  county. 

Before  leaving  his  native    land  our  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with   a  maiden-  of  Devonshire, 
Miss  Jane  Stadden,  who  was   born  in    Cornwall  in 
I    1837,  and  became  his  wife  in   the  spring    of~18.5G. 
I    She  cheerfull3'  followed  her  husband  in  his   various 
!    wanderings,  and  proved  to  him  at  all  times  a  faith- 
i    ful  friend  and  counselor.     He  was  deprived  of  the 
I    companionship  of  this  excellent  woman,  her  death 
taking  place  in  Mona  Townshii),  Ford  Conntj^  Dec. 
16,  1879.     Of  this  union  there  were  born  four  chil- 
dren,   namely:  John  James,    wlu)  is    married   and 
living  in  Iowa;  Mary,  now   Mrs.    Kewly,    of  Ford 
County,  and  residing  with  her  husband  on  the  farm 
of    her    father,    consisting   of    160    acres;    Charles 
Henry  and  Willie,  at  home.     Our  subject,  previous 
to  the  death  of  his  wife,  had  purchased  160  acres  of 
riiw  prairie  in  Mona    Township,  Ford    County,  of 
which  he  had  taken   possession  with  his    family  in 
1870,  and  whence  he  removed  to   his    present  pur- 
chase in  1873. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was 
married  Dec.  12,  1883,  was  formerly  Mrs.  Susan 
(Ridd)  Kingdon,  widow  of  W.  H.  Kingdon  and 
the  eldest  child  of  George  and  Susannah  (Thorn) 
Ridd,  natives  of  Devonshire,  England,  where  their 
daughter  Susan  was  also  born.  She  remained  there 
with  her  parents  until  reaching  womanhood  and 
was  married  to  Mr.  Kingdon,  after  which  they 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Sullivan 
Township,  which  Mr.  Kingdon  had  purchased  in 
company  with  his  brother.  He  afterward  sold  his 
interest  in  this  property,  and  in  1872  purchased 
ninety-one  acres  of  improved  land,  where  he  began 
building  up  a  homestead.  He  was  cut  down  in  his 
prime,  his  death  occurring  July  16,  1882,  in  Cow- 
ley County,  Kan.,  whither  he  had  gone  hoping  to 
benefit  his  health.  Mr.  Kingdon  was  a  native  of 
Devonshire,  England,  and  was  born  in  1838.  Dur- 
ing the  late  war  he  enlisted  as  a  Union  soldier  in 
Company  iM,  11th  Illinois  Cavalry,  serving  three 
ye.-irs,  and  iceeiving  bis  honorable  discharge  on  the 
'.Mb  of  .Inne,  1. •-!(;.").  He  accpiitted  himself  credit- 
ably, both  as  .-1  soldier  and  citizen,  and  while  in  the 
army  was  (jue  of  the  aides  of  (Jen.    Grant.      Before 
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his  regular  enlistment  he  had  served  with  the  three- 
months  men. 

Mrs.  Tredeniciv  by  hor  flrst  marriage  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Frederick  William  Kingdun. 
born  in  1S70,  and  who  now  continues  at  home  witli 
his  mother.  He  is  a  bright  and  intelligent  youth, 
and  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  theOnarga  Seminary. 

Mr.  Tredeniek  bears  the  reputation  of  a  man 
thoroughly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
county,  and  active  in  those  enterprises  set  on  foot 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  people.  He  is  no 
politician,  but  at  the  general  elections  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Republican  partv.  Mrs.  T.  is  a  lady 
highly  respected,  and  prominently  connected  with 
the  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Church   in  this    township. 

We  present  on  another  page  of  this  Ai.hlm  a 
view  of  Mr.  Tredenick's  residence. 

^^  OL.  JAMES  B.  PARSONS.  In  the  making 
(it  n  "l-"  *-*^  communities,  some  wise  influence 
^^^'  usually  intervenes  to  give  to  it  specimens  of 
men  from,  not  only  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  but  frequently  different  portions  of  the 
world.  We  find  in  the  large  and  prosperous  count}' 
of  Livingston,  a  widely  diversified  race  of  people, 
who  have  mingled  harmoniouslj-  together  and  form 
a  delightful  coramunitj'.  What  one  man  perhaps 
has  lacked,  has  been  fully  supplied  by  another,  and 
the  result  is  a  successful  and  intelligent  combina- 
tion made  up  of  the  industrial  and  agricultural  ele- 
ments so  essential  in  developing  the  various  re- 
sources of  a  new  section  of  countr}'. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  boin  in  tlie 
town  of  Glenburn,  Penobscot  Co..  Me..  Dec.  17, 
1842,  and  is  the  j-oungest  in  a  family  u(  four  ciiil- 
dren,  the  descendants  of  a  long  line  ui  honoi'able 
New  England  ancestr}',  dating  their  I'csidence  in 
this  country  back  to  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers.  They  located  principally  in  the  Pine  Tree 
State.  Americans  can  claim  no  better  ancestrj' 
than  those  noble  men  and  women  who  first  repre- 
sented the  Parsons  family  on  the  wild  and  rugged 
coast  of  Maine.  Capt.  Isaac  Parsons,  the  grand- 
father of  our  sulijeet,  was  one  of  its  most  wortiiy 
scions,    and    began    life    in    New   Gloucester,   Me. 
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Ilis  parents  were  natives  of  the  same  place,  and 
gave  to  their  children  an  excellent  education 
for  that  time,  instilling  into  their  minds  those  i-e- 
ligious  convictions  which  formed  so  large  a  part  of 
the  character  of  the  old  New  Englanders.  Isaac 
married  Miss  Martha  ( 'handler,  a  relative  of  the 
eminent  Boston  hiwycr,  I'eleg  Chandler.  They 
were  both  devout  nieml)ers  of  the  Congregational 
Ciinrcli.  and  reared  a  family  of  sons  and  daughters, 
who  grew  up  imbued  with  their  own  ideas,  and  the 
principles  which  constituted  them  upright  and 
blameless  citizens. 

Nathan  Parsons,  son  of  Capt.  Isaac  Parsons,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  born  in  New  Gloucester, 
Me.,  Dec.  28,  1804,  went  to  Glenburn  in  1832.  He 
was  a  farmer,  and  became  prominent  in  his  locality 
as  having  been  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town,  and 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  1831-32. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  1834,  Nathan  Parsons  mar- 
ried Nancy  Doe,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 
Doe,  of  Glenburn,  and  the  household  circle  was 
completed  bj' the  birth  of  four  children,  namely: 
Martha  C,  John  P.,  Esther  C,  and  James  B.,  our 
subject.  Thej'  are  all  living,  witii  the  exception  of 
Esther,  who  died  in  Chicago,  III.,  March  4,  1800. 
Martha  C.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Eldredge,  now  of 
Chicago:  John  P.  married  Miss  Lizzie  Fitch,  of 
Bristol,  Me.,  and  migrating  to  the  West,  is  now  also 
living  in  D wight. 

The  father  of  our  subject  inherited  in  a  marked 
degree  the  integrity  of  character  and  the  religious 
instincts  of  his  ancestors.  In  those  days  to  hold  a 
town  office  was  considered  as  great  an  honor  as  it 
is  now  to  be  a  State  official,  and  Nathan  Parsons, 
in  his  modest  ofticial  life  discharged  his  duties  with 
conscientious  fidelity.  He  was  Postmaster  of  Glen- 
burn many  3'ears,  a  inembei'  of  the  school  commit- 
tee, and  a  selectman  of  the  town.  Like  his  father, 
he  was  a  strict  Congregationalist.  His  death  took 
place  at  Glenburn,  Me.,  in  March,  1873,  when 
he  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age.  The  wife  and 
mother  had  died  April  0,  1849.  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine  years,  having  spent  a  busy  and  exemplarj' 
Christian  life. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  the 
farm,  and  after  receiving  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, he  left  home  when  fourteen  years  of  age    to 
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seek  his  fortune.  He  was  leinarkablj-  self-reliant, 
ami  prcK-eerled  alone  to  the  city  of  Lowell.  Mass., 
where  he  enpiged  in  fanning:,  ami  remained  until 
the  sprinjr  of  lt*i!2.  He  was  then  a  youth  of  nine- 
teen yeai-s.  He  returned  home  about  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  late  Civil  War.  and  gaining  the  re- 
luctant consent  of  his  father,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A.  1 8th  Maine  Infantry.  He  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Bangor.  Aug.  21,  18t)2.  and 
three  d.ays  later  left  «ith  his  regiment  for  Wasliing- 
tou,  where  he  joined  the  forces  in  defense  of  the 
city.  .Ian.  1.  18i;:3.  his  regiment  was  re-organized, 
and  was  afterward  known  as  the  Isl  Maine  Heavy 
Artillerji.  and  giirrisoned  Ft.  Sumner,  Md.,  until  the 
l.jth  of  .May.  18(;4. 

In  the  meantime  y(.>ung  Parsons  had  been  |)ro- 
moled  Cor|Kiral.  and  his  regiment  was  assigned  for 
active  duty  at  the  front,  and  was  a  [lart  of  the  1st 
Brigade,  3d  Division,  2d  Army  Corps.  Its  first  im- 
|Mjrtant  engagement  was  at  .Spottsylvania,  Va..  and 
tlie  day  following  received  a  baptism  of  fiie  at  the 
Bloody  Angle,  losing  in  killed  and  wounded,  47(i 
lucu.  The^'  repulsed  the  rebels.  howeviM-,  and  a 
congratnlatorj-  letter  was  issued  by  Geu.  aieadc 
praising  the  regiment  for  its  bravery.  It  was  nmv 
engaged  in  a  series  of  battles,  in  nearly  all  of  wliicli 
j-oung  Parsons  w.ns  present,  and  .hmc  is  found 
them  before  Petersburg,  where  oecuiied  one  of  tiic 
most  diyastrous  undertakings  of  the  war.  It  i>tlius 
•  Icscribed  by  an  eye  witness,  (len.  Robert  McAllis- 
ter, in  "The  Charge  of  the  First  Heavy  Artillery." 
He  says:  -In  all  of  nij- arnij- exiierience  no  scene 
of  carnage  and  suffering  is  so  impressed  on  my  mind 
as  that  fatal  charge  made  by  this  regiment  on  IIk> 
IHth  of  .lune,  1  «G4  On  the  morning  of  this  day 
we  uiove<l  forward  on  the  enemy's  works,  and  car- 
ried the  lir.rt  line  with  little  dilliculty,  as  the  enemy 
wa.-.  retreating  to  the  stronger  line  in  the  rear.  .\r- 
riving  in  front  of  the  latter  we  fouml  it  nianncd 
by  a  .strong  force  of  artillery  and  infantry,  and 
after  n  little  del:iy  I  w.ts  ordered  to  a<lvahrc  on  iljc 
ener/iy's  work*.  L'pon  going  forwaid  iln_'  icbuls 
poured  njion  the  brigade  a  terrific  stonii  of  ghot. 
shell  and  mu.-ketry,  and  my  men  fell  like  foiest 
leaves  under  a  liail-storrii.  Seeing  the  utter  impos- 
sibility of  advancing  farther  wc  droppeil  down, 
planted  our  :-tand:ird  along  the  line  and  kept  np  tin; 


fire.  I  sent  a  messenger  to  division  headquarters 
and  asked  for  instructions.  The  orders  were  to 
retire  from  the  position.  In  doing  this  1  lost  heav- 
ily. Fpon  reporting  to  Gen.  Mott  for  orders  I  was 
iiistiiutcd  to  place  mj-  brigade  on  the  reserve  for 
action.  I  asked,  -Where  is  my  old  brigade.?'  Gen. 
Mott  replied,  'Just  going  in  where  you  came  out.' 
I  cxclaimeil.  "God  help  them  !'  He  asked,  'Why.?'  I 
answered,  •They  cannot  advance  on  those  works; 
they  cannot  live;  the  enfilade  fire  will  cut  them 
down."  As  I  said  this  an  aide  from  headquarters 
rode  up  and  said  to  the  General,  'Order  the  ad- 
vance at  once,'  and  it  was  done. 

"The  brigade  moved  off,  your  fine  regiment 
liandsomely  in  the  front.  You  went  gallantly — not 
to  meet  success,  that  was  impossible.  In  a  few  min- 
utes, out  of  your  regiment,  which  had  advanced  900 
strong,  t)32  were  laid  low  on  the  battle-field,  there 
being  left  but  208  men  out  of  the  number  who  went 
into  the  fight,  11.5  being  killed  outright.  Darkness 
soon  overspread  the  field,  but  the  vigilance  of  the 
enemy  prevented  the  removal  of  the  wounded.  All 
that  night  we  could  distinctly  hear  their  groans  and 
cries  for  help,  but  no  succor  could  be  given  them 
on  account  of  the  incessant  fire.  My  brigade 
Worked  the  whole  night  long  to  push  our  works  for- 
ward so  that  we  might  rescue  them. 

■■That  terrible  night  at  last  broke  into  another 
day.  "lien  the  battle  continued  with  renewed  vigor. 
The  sun  poured  down  on  the  dying  and  wounded, 
and  amid  the  rattling  of  musketrj'  and  roaring  of 
caiuKin,  we  heard  our  comrades  crj-ing  'AYaterl 
Water!'  No  language  can  be  too  strong  iu  its 
praise  of  this  gallant  regiment  in  that  noble  and 
heroic  charge,  when  about  three-fourths  of  your 
number  fell,  fighting  for  their  country." 

11  is  claimed  by  well-informed  men  that  this  regi- 
nu'ut  lost  in  that  fearful  onset  more  men  in  killed 
and  Wounded  than  an}'  other  regiment  in  any 
cliarge  dining  the  entire  Civil  War.  On  July  30, 
1  si;  1,  occurred  the  famous  mine  explosion  at  Peters- 
burg. Col.  Daniel  Chaplin,  commanding  the  regi- 
ment, was  wounded  August  17.  and  expired  in  Phil- 
adelphia three  days  later.  His  dying  message  was, 
"Tell  the  boys  to  obey  orders  and  never  flinch." 
The  regiment  was  under  const.ant  fire  at  Ft.  Hell,  , 
the   luutest   place   on  the  lines,  for  forty  days,  and 
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was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Lee's  arni^'  at  Ap- 
pomattox. While  at  Ft.  Hell  Corporal  Parsons  was 
promoted  Sergeant,  and  for  a  time  acted  as  Or- 
derly Sergeant. 

According  to  Col.  C.  W.  Tilden  the  State  o! 
Maine  is  said  to  have  furnished  more  troops  for  the 
war  than  any  other  State  in  pi'oportion  to  its  pop- 
ulation. The  1st  Maine  Cavalry  was  in  more  battles 
than  any  other  eavalrj'  regiment,  and  no  flag  be- 
longing to  a  Maine  regiment  was  captured  by  the 
enemy  during  the  war.  The  record  shows  that  this 
regiment  lost  more  men  in  battle,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  than  any  other  regiment  during  the  war, 
but  the  proud  distinction  was  purchased  by  the  life- 
blood  of  hundreds  of  Maine's  bravest  men  in  the 
flower  of  their  youth.  The  historian  stands  appalled 
at  the  loss  of  life  in  two  engagements  alone,  those 
at  Spottsylvania  and  before  Petersburg,  which 
numbered  alone  more  than  a  full  regiment,  1,108 
brave  soldiers.  In  the  f.acc  of  facts  like  these  all  fair- 
minded  soldiers  will  readil}-  admit  the  1st  Heavj" 
Artiller}'  of  Maine  as  among  the  bravest  and  most 
gallant  regiments  in  the  war. 

Sergt.  Parsons  was  with  his  regiment  at  the  fall  of 
Petersburg  and  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appomat- 
tox Court  House,  and  returned  with  it  to  the  State 
of  Maine,  where  he  was  mustered  out  at  Bangor, 
June  6,  1865.  He  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, and  in  August  following  sought  the  West 
for  his  future  field  of  operations.  He  located  at 
once  at  Dwight,  this  conntj',  and  first  engaged  in 
teaming,  afterward  embarking  in  the  coal  and  ice 
trade,  and  later  included  building  material.  Finall}^ 
he  added  agricultural  implements,  and  then  drifted 
into  general  hardware.  He  has  sold  out  his  coal 
and  ice  business  and  gives  his  entire  attention  to 
the  large  and  well-selected  stock  of  articles  included 
in  general  hardware,  stoves  and  machinery,  embrac- 
ing also  firearms,  cutlery  and  sporting  goods.  His 
courteous  manner  and  correct  methods  of  doing- 
business  have  secured  for  him  a  large  [jatronage 
among  the  best  people  of  Livingston  County. - 

Our  subject,  in  187.4,  organized  a  compan}'  of 
militia  at  Dwight,  of  which  he  was  elected  Cap- 
tain, and  which  was  designated  by  his  comrades  as 
Parsons'  Guards.  In  1870  he  received  a  commis- 
sion   in    the    State    Militia  as  Lieutenant  Colonel, 


commanding  the  10th  Battalion,  Illinois  National 
(iu.iiils.  The  battalion  was  composed  of  companies 
from  Poutiac,  Wenona,  Fairbury,  Odell,  Joliet, 
.Marseilles,  Streator,  Bloomington  and  Dwight.  Col. 
Parsons  resigned  his  commission  a  few  3'ears  since, 
but  still  retains  an  interest  in  military  tactics. 

Our  subject  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  Dwight  and  vicinity,  representing  the  township 
-in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  serving 
as  Village  Trustee  and  Treasurer.  Socially  he  be- 
longs to  Livingston  Lodge  No.  371,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Dwight;  Odell  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  Fairbury 
Commandery,  K.  T.,  and  is  Commander  of  Dwight 
Post  No.  62G,  G.  A.  R. 

The  marriage  of  Col.  J.  B.  Parsons  and  Miss  Sarah 
Isabel  Haskell  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents.  Dr.  L.  P.  and  Sarah  E.  Haskell,  in 
Chicago,  Dec.  28,  1880,  Rev.  B.  F.  Leavitt,  pastor 
of  Lincoln  Park  Congregational  Church,  officiating. 
Of  this  union  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a 
daughter,  Florence  H.,  Nov.  17,  1885.  The  pleas- 
ant family  residence  is  located  on  Mazon  avenue. 
The  Colonel  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  our  subject 
has  been  a  Trustee.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  is  esteemed  bj'  all  as  the  genial  companion  and 
kind-hearted  neighbor,  who  is  always  ready  to  aid 
in  worthy  enterprises  and  assist  the  unfortunate. 
Whether  in  military  or  civil  life,  he  has  performed 
his  part  well,  and  his  success  is  the  result  of  his  own 
unaided  efforts. 
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f^^  IDNKY  C.  ROGERS,  who  has  been  a 
^^^  citizen  of  Illinois  since  1857,  and  a  resi- 
Ijjl^^  dent  of  Livingston  County  since  the  year 
1870,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-breeding  on  section  25.  Pleasant  Ridge 
Township,  was  born  in  Harwich,  Mass.,  on  the 
4th  of  December,  1826.  He  is  the  son  of  Mayo 
and  Mercy  (Clark)  Rogers,  who  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  The  father  was  born  in  1788,  and 
died  .July  2,  1872.  The  father  was  a  seafaring 
man,  and  was  engaged  iu  the  fishery  business 
around  Cape  Cod,  nearly  all  his  life.  The  mother  , 
was  born  in  1792,  and  died  in  February,  1873;they    T 
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were  both  members  of  the  Conjrreoational  Church, 
ami  the  last  years  of  their  lives  were  spent  in  devo- 
tion to  the  chinvh.  To  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are  as  follows:  Andrew,  Sallie, 
Mayo.  Zipporah.  Moses.  Mercy  and  Sidney. 

March  12.  1S,51.  Mr.  Rogers  was  married  to  Miss 
Mercy  R.  Nickerson,  who  was  born  on  the  22d  of 
September.  l.'<o2,  in  .South  Harwich.  Mass.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Abner  and  Alvira  (Nickerson)  Nick- 
erson. They  were  natives  of  the  same  State,  and 
the  father  was  born  on  the  21st  of  .1  an  nary,  liSOG, 
and  died  on  the  2Gth  of  .SeiUember.  18i;o.  The 
mother  was  born  on  the  7th  of  December,  1810,  and 
died  ini  the  1 8th  <.>(  May,  1  .s78.  They  were  married 
on  the  2Gth  of  January.  183Q.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
for  many  years  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  Steward. 
To  Ihem  were  born  five  children — Albert,  iMercy, 
Abner  S.,  Jonathan  O.  and  Artemus  H.  Albert, 
the  oldest,  was  drowned  at  sea,  and  the  others  are 
slili  living.  The  father  was  a  sailor  until  he  was 
twenty-six  years  of  .igeand  later  in  life  a  merchant. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  have  had  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living — Sidney  C,  Jr.,  Albert 
W.  and  Mary.  There  are  five  deceased — Sidney 
C,  Mercy  K..  Flora,  Arthur  H.  and  Elvira  N.  Mr. 
R<jgers  came  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1857  and 
located  in  La.Salle  Comity,  where  he  resided  for 
thirteen  years,  during  which  time  he  engaged  at  car- 
jjcntering  for  six  ^ears  and  farming  for  seven  years. 
He  then  located  in  this  county  and  has  followed 
farming  since  that  time.  He  is  the  owner  of  IGO 
acres  of  land,  twenty-five  of  wliiLli  were  iir<iken 
when  he  became  the  possessoi'  of  it.  In  the  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  Ihc  farm  .Mi-.  Rogers 
has  accomplished  very  much. 

From  the  lime  lie  was  thirteen  years  of  age  until 
be  was  twenty.  Mr.  Rogers  was  cng,aged  in  fishing 
an'I  c<««liiig  on  the  sea  coast.  At  the  latter  age  he 
abandoned  the  water  and  Icanud  the  trade  of  a 
<;ar|j<;nter.  Whena  boy  he  received  a  faircoiinnoii- 
wliool  cdncalion.  to  which  he  matcilally  addiil  by 
an  attendance  of  four  terms  at  an  aca<leiny. 
Earlier  in  life  he  engaged  in  scIkioI  leaching  and 
alU^gelher  tiiught  seven  winter  terms.  Mrs.  Rogers 
received  a  good  edncatifin  in  the  common  schools. 
.Mr.  and  .Mr--.   Itugei-  are  incmbers  of  the  Coiigre- 


oational  Clinicli  and  he  has  served  the  congregation 
in  the  cajiacily  of  a  Deacon.  In  politics  Mr.  Rogers' 
Republicanism  dales  back  to  the  organization  of 
the  party  in  18;')G.  He  has  been  a  faithful  and  con- 
sistent adherent  of  that  party  ever  since,  but  at 
present  has  strong  Prohibition  proclvities.  He  has 
held  several  offices  of  trust,  including  that  of  Town- 
ship Collector  for  one  ye.ir  and  School  Trustee  for 
nine  years.  He  and  his  family  stand  well  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Town- 
ship, and  are  active  and  popular  participants  in  all 
society  mattei's. 


a  HA  RLES  A.  McGregor.    Among  the  busi- 
,  ness  men  of  Pontiac  no  one  is  more  worthy 
qf   representation   in    this    Album   than  he 

whose  name  appears  above.  Charles  A.  McGregor, 
as  the  name  indicates,  is  of  good  old  Scotch  stock. 
He  was  boni  in  Clermont  County,  Ohio,  March  14, 
1S4  4,  and  is  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Marj' J.  (Bux- 
ton) McGregor,  natives  of  South  Carolina  and 
Ohio  respectively'.  The  McGregors  came  originally 
from  Scotland,  settling  in  South  Carolina  many 
years  ago.  To  John  II.  and  wife  were  born  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  Elizabeth 
Laws,  deceased;  Emma  J.,  of  Pontiac;  Charles  A.; 
Alon/.o  H.,  of  Stanberry,  Mo.,  where  he  is  engaged 
as  train  dispatcher;  Harry  B.,  of  Lovington,  111., 
ilruggist,  and  Alexander  H.,  who  died  in  infancy. 
In  the  yeai'  18.50  the  McGregors  moved  from 
Ohio  to  Ottawa,  III.,  where  the  elder  McGregor  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  profes- 
sion lie  was  eminently  successful.  Prior  to  his  com- 
ing to  Illinois  he  was  an  associate  editor  of  the 
Louisville  Covrier- Journal.  From  Ottawa  they 
came  to  Pontiac  in  1852.  For  five  years  Mr.  Mc- 
(irogor  continued  in  practice,  taking  a  leading 
|Mi.siti<]ii  among  attorneys  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
He  is  well  remembered  by  old  settlers  as  being 
a  man  of  sterling  quiilities  and  fine  abilities.  He 
dic<l  ill  1  S5<>.  His  widow  still  lives  in  the  old 
lioiiicstcad  ill  Pontiac. 

Charles  A.  McGregor,  after  securing  a  fair  com- 
mon-school education,  spent  two  years  in  Carlisle, 
Pa.,    Dickinson    College.      This    was    in    1861-G2, 
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Residemceof  J.  H.Taggart,  Long  Point, Livingston  Co. 
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when  the  war  was  raging  fiercely.  This  decidei]  Mr. 
McGregor  in  entering  the  army,  which  he  did  b}-  en- 
listing in  tlie  39th  Illinoiv-^  Infantry.  He  was  made 
a  member  of  the  regimental  band,  and  subsequently 
that  of  the  brigade.  His  service  was  with  the 
Armies  of  the  Potomac  and  .lames.  After  the  war 
Mr.  McGregor  engaged  his  services  to  J.  P.  Turner, 
of  Pontiae,  in  general  merchandising.  In  1867  lie 
opened  a  book  and  notion  store  in  Pontiae,  and  in 
1868,  in  company  with  Dr.  Caldwell,  eng.aged  in 
the  drug  business,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
prosecuted. 

In  1869-70  our  subject  was  Postmaster  of  Pon- 
tiae, of  which  city  he  has  been  Alderman.  Of  the 
Township  he  has  been  Treasurer  two  or  three  terms. 
Nov.  23,  1871,  Mr.  McGregor  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Eunice  J.  Johnson,  daughter  of  Morris  and 
Minerva  E.  (Ellis)  Johnson.  Mrs.  McGregor  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  having  been  born  at  Johnson's 
Cross  Roads,  that  State,  Oct.  IH,  1848.  The  record 
of  their  family  is  as  follows:  Bernice  E.,  born  May 
29,  1875:  Ellis  J.,  Sept.  12,  1878;  Lewis  C,  Jan. 
19,1883;  Mary  E.  died  in  infancy;  Janette  died 
June  5,  1886,  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Gregor died  Dec.  7,  1886,  mourned  by  a  large  cir- 
cle of  friends. 

Socially,  Mr.  McGregor  is  a  member  of  the  A. 
F.  &  A.  M.  and  I.  0.  O.  F.  He  is  connected  with 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  wife  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  active 
in  the  cause. 


"^1  II.  TAGGART,  a  large  dealer  in  grain,  lum- 
ber and  live  stock  at  Long  Point,  has  been 
a  resident  there  six  years,  and  in  every  re- 
spect has  proved  himself  a  valued  factor  in 
the  community.  By  the  exercise  of  his  o^vn  sound 
common  sense,  coupled  with  industry  and  energy, 
he  has  acquired  a  fine  property,  includhigthe  build- 
ings employed  for  the  transaction  of  his  business, 
and  thirty-one  lots  within  the  town  limits,  besides 
his  hanilsome  residence  situated  on  Fourth  street. 
He  has  taken  a  just  pride  in  dealing  honestly  and 
uprightl}',  and  enjoys  in  a  marked  degree  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Although 
deprived  of  a  thorough  education  himself,  there  is 


nowhere  a  stronger  advocate  U>v  the  establishment 
of  schools,  and  the  giving  of  those  advantages  to 
the  young  which  are  their  inalienable  rights,  and 
which  .are  so  conducive  to  their  success  a.s  worthy 
.and  reliable  citizens. 

Mr.  Taggart  was  born  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio, 
which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  John 
Taggart.  His  mother  was  formerly  Miss  Nancy 
Roberts,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  when  four  years 
of  age,  came  to  the  State  of  Ohio  with  her  parents, 
who  were  also  natives  of  Canada.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  James  Taggart,  and 
the  family  is  of  Pennsylvanian  ancestrj^  The  chil- 
dren of  John  and  Nancy  (Roberts)  Taggart,  seven 
in  number,  were  named  respeetivelj',  John,  AVill- 
iam,  Margaret,  Mary,  Grace,  Sarah  and  Jane.  Of 
these,  John  and  Margaret  are  living  in  Belmont 
County,  Ohio,  where  John  is  carrying  on  f.arming 
and  stock-raising. 

Our  subject  came  to  Illinois  in  December,  18(1.'>, 
landing  in  Lacon,  Marshall  County,  on  the  28th  of 
the  month.  In  1862  he  w.as  married  to  Miss  Jose- 
phine L.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Telitha  (Strong) 
Murdaugh,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
subsequently  removed  to  Ohio,  where  they  are  now 
living.  The  paternal  grandmother  of  Mrs.  T.  died 
on  the  8th  of  September,  1887,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninetj'-three  years.  Our  subject  was  a  resi- 
dent of  liacon  five  years,  and  thence  removed  to  a 
point  two  miles  west  of  Wenona.  He  subsequently 
took  up  his  residence  in  Putnam  Coimty,  where  he 
farmed  for  eleven  years,  and  thence  coming  to  Liv- 
ingston in  1881,  located  at  Long  Point,  where  he 
established  his  present  trade,  and  is,  contributing 
his  full  quota  toward  the  business  interests  of  the 
town. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taggart  there  have  been  Itorn 
four  children,  all  living,  namely:  Luella,  Maude, 
Harry  and  Frederick.  Harry  is  attending  the  Nor- 
mal School  at  Dixon,  and  Maude  has  attended  three 
terras  at  Eureka.  Their  father  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  their  education,  determined  that  they  shall 
enjo}-  those  privileges  of  which  he  himself  was  to  so 
great  an  extent  deprived. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  of  this  sectiouijl 
of  country,  there  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  work  a 
view  of  Mr.  T.aggart's  homesleatl. 


T 


f 


-•► 


076 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


ON.  GEORGE  A.  WOODRUFF,  one  of  the 
prominent  men  in  political  .and  business  .af- 
fairs of  Livingston  Count j",  is  a  native  of 
Aratertown,  Litchfield  Co.,  Conn.,  where  be 
was  born  on  the  3d  of  November,  1 8.39.  He  is  the 
son  of  Hon.  George  P.  and  Bebnda  M.  (Warren) 
Woodruff,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  AVater- 
town.  where  also  they  began  the  jonnioy  of  life  to- 
gether. 

George  P.  Woodruff  remained  in  Watertown  dur- 
ing his  life,  and  was  engaged  in  manufacturing. 
His  father,  Eleazer,  died  Aug.  30,  1873,  at  the  age 
of  eight\--one.  and  his  mother,  Hannah  (Prindle) 
Woodruff,  died  March  8.  1  S,t5.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  S.imuel  Prindle.  who  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut, and  engaged  in  farming.  Samuel's  father, 
John  Prindle,  was  born  in  1729,  and  died  in  1799; 
he  held  the  rank  of  Captain  in  the  RevoUiliouarv 
War.  The  parents  of  Belinda  JL  Warren  were 
Alanson  and  .Sarah  M.  (Hickox)  Warren,  natives  of 
Connecticut,  and  of  English  ancestry:  the  father 
was  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  merchandising. 
George  P.  Woodruff  was  a  representative  of  Water- 
town  in  the  State  Legislature  for  two  j^ears,  and 
held  various  county  and  township  offices.  He  was 
one  of  the  wealthj-  men  of  that  part  of  the  country 
in  that  daj-,  and  died  in  1.S57,  his  wife  following 
him  to  the  .silent  lanil  in  1880.  Thej'  had  a  family 
of  two  sons,  George  A.,  and  Charles  T.,  who  retired 
from  business  at  Watertown,  Conn.,  and  died  Aug. 
17,  1887. 

George  A.  Woodruff  received  his  early  training 
in  a  store,  and  obtained  an  academical  education  at 
Watertown,  Coini.  After  some  time  devoted  tt> 
manufacturing  enterprises,  he  engaged  in  general 
farming  for  a  few  years,  and  then  for  six  years  kepl 
the  Warren  House,  a  summer  resort  at  Watertown. 
It  was  Ijuilt  by  the  Woodruff  and  Warren  families. 
and  would  accommodate  200  guests.  He  came  to 
Illinois  in  1880,  settling  in  Pontiac,  and  in  1881 
purchajied  the  farm  of  164  acres  adjoining  tlie  city 
limita  of  Ponti.ic.  where  he  now  resides.  His  home- 
stead, of  wliicli  a  view  is  shown  elsewhere  in  thi> 
Album,  is  one  of  the  most  elegant  in  the  county. 

On  the  14th  of  .lune,  I  800,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Mi.-3  Emily  A.  Humiston,  a  native  of 
Thomjiston,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of    Bennet  and 


Ernil^'  (Warner)  Humiston,  who  were  natives  of 
Plj'moutli.  Conn.,  where  Mr.  H.  was  largel3'  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising.  Beunet's  father, 
..Tesse,  was  a  native  of  Thoma.ston,  Litchfield  Co., 
Conn.,  and  was  a  fanner  bj'  occupation.  Emily 
Warner's  parents  were  Aaron  and  Mary  (Camp) 
Warner,  who  were  farmers  and  of  English  descent. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennet  Humiston 
were  named  as  follows:  Bennet,  Morris,  Emily  A. 
and  Caleb.  In  1852  Bennet  came  with  Mr.  Camp 
to  this  ct)Uiit3',  and  settled  in  Esnien.  He  subse- 
quently married  Mr.  Camp's  daughter,  Harriet,  and 
died  on  the  14th  of  November,  1883.  Morris  and 
Caleb  are  living  in  Thomaston,  Conn.  Bennet 
Humiston,  Sr.,  died  about  ten  years  ago,  while  Mrs. 
Humiston  is  still  living,  in  her  eighty -third  year. 

Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Woodruff  have  only  two  children, 
Martha  E.  and  George  P.,  both  single.  Mr.  W.  is 
an  .active  Republican,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
necticut Legislature,  which  assembled  in  New 
Haven  in  1873,  and  was  also  a  delegate  to  the  Hart- 
ford Convention  of  1874.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  as  are  also  their 
two  children. 
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EWLS  POST.  The  neat  homestead  belong- 
ing to  this  gentleman  is  pleasantly  located 
on  section  19,  in  Saunemin  Township,  and 
is  noticeable  for  its  substantial  buildings,  good  fences 
and  farm  stock  and  general  air  of  thrift.  The  farm 
comprises  154  acres  of  land,  the  accumulation  of  an 
industrious  and  enterprising  man,  and  one  who  has 
ever  been  ready  to  illustrate  the  results  of  honest 
labor,  and  follow  the  strictest  rules  of  uprightness 
and  propriety.  He  is  one  of  the  most  reputable 
Gorman  citizens  of  the  township,  to  which  he  came 
in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  from  the  humblest  be- 
ginning in  life  has  become  the  possessor  of  a  com- 
fortable properly. 

Livingston  County  is  indebted  to  the  enterpris- 
ing natives  of  the  Fatherland,  who  have  largely 
assisted  in  the  cultivation  of  her  soil,  and  the  de- 
velopment of  her  resources.  Our  subject  occupies 
a  good  position  among  this  class.  He  was  born  in 
Ochtelbar,   Germany,    June  25,   1836,    and   is    the 
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sou  of  JoliQ  and  Mary  (WalscLeu)  Post,  who  were 
also  natives  of  Germanj',  where  the  father  died,  and 
the  mother  still  lives  there.  The  father  was  prin- 
cipall3'  engaged  in  farming,  and  was  noted  as  a  quiet 
and  law-abiding  citizen,  who  fulfilled  his  duties  in 
life  in  a  worthy  manner. 

Mr.  Post  received  a  good  education  in  his  native 
tongue,  and  soon  after  his  twenty-eighth  birthday 
was  married  to  Miss  Stien  Revus,  and  the  following 
year,  186.5,  they  set  out  for  America.  They  em- 
barked from  the  port  of  Bremen  on  a  sailing-vessel, 
and  after  a  tedious  ocean  voyage  of  six  weeks, 
landed  in  New  York  City,  and  thence  came  directly 
to  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Post  first  employed 
himself  as  a  farm  laborer,  which  he  followed  with 
true  German  persistence  for  som'e  time,  meanwhile 
saving  what  he  could  of  his  earnings,  and  by  the 
aid  of  his  excellent  wife  was  enable<l  to  live  eco- 
nomically, and  thus  acquired  a  sum  sufficient  tv 
purchase  the  land  which  he  now  occupies.  Of  this 
they  took  possession  in  the  spring  of  1883,  and  en- 
tered nith  courage  upon  the  svork  before  them. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post  there  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  liut  live  are  living,  namely :  John, 
Annie,  Mary,  Denie  and  Albert.  Lena  and  an  in- 
fant unnamed  are  deceased.  Mr.  Post  is  a  member 
of  the  German  Luthei'an  Church,  and  in  political 
matters  votes  independently. 
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LEXANUER  EASTON  is  a  farmer  by  call- 
ing, but  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Easton 
(^  &  Westervelt,  of  Fairbury.     He  comes    of 

genuine  old  Scotch  parentage,  both  his  father  and 
mother  having  been  born  in  '"Bonnie  .Scotland." 
The  parents  were  Robert  and  Mary  (Spence)  Easton. 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  1812,  and  the  lat- 
ter in  1815. 

Robert  Easton  was  a  miner  by  trade  and  followed 
the  same  occupation  after  coming  to  the  United 
States.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Maryland  and  after  an  active  and 
busy  life  of  some  years  in  that  State,  he  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  and  labored  at  his 
trade,  respected  for  his  uprightness  and  honorable 
4» 


dealings  with  his  fellowmen,  until  his  death  in  188L 
He  was  a  consistent  Christian,  and  held  fellowship 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His  good 
wife  survived  him,  and  is  living  in  Fairbury.  The 
union  of  Robert  Easton  and  Mary  Spence  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom 
are  with  their  father  in  "that  home  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  The  children  were 
named  as  follows:  Robert,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Sarah 
(2d),  Margaret  (2d),  Adam,  Alexander,  Ellen,  Agnes 
and  Archibald.  Those  living  are  Alexander,  Ellen, 
Agnes  and  Robert. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  near  Lona- 
coning,  Alleghany  Co.,  Md.,  Sept.  2,  1844,  and  lived 
with  his  parents  in  that  State  until  their  removal  to 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  when  he  accompanied  them 
there.  There  he  continued  to  reside  until  rebel 
shot  and  siiell  were  thundered  against  Sumter,  and 
President  Lincoln  called  for  brave  hearts  and  strong 
arms  to  defend  our  countrj-'s  flag.  Although  but 
seventeen  years  old,  young  Eastpn  resolved  to  give 
his  life,  if  necessary,  for  the  jjreservation  of  the 
Union.  Accordinglj'  in  18G1  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany D,  14th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  as  a  private, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  service  at  Pittsburgh. 
He  participated  in  the  second  and  third  battles  of 
Winchester,  the  battles  of  Rocky  Gap,  Ya.,  Fisher's 
Hill,  Gettysburg,  Martinsburg,  Bunker  Hill,  Cedar 
Creek,  Cross  Keys,  Lewisburg,  Va.,  and  many  minor 
engagements.  He  also  participated  in  the  Salem 
raid,  which  was  one  of  the  most  destructive  of  the 
war. 

In  18C3,  after  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Private 
Easton  was  promoted  Corporal,  and  a  year  later 
was  promoted  Orderly,  and  served  on  Gen.  Ave- 
rill's  staff.  Mr.  Easton  received  two  wounds  at 
the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  one  of  which  was  in  the 
hand,  ^nd  the  other  on  the  leg,  between  the  knee 
and  ankle.  Pie  was  also  taken  prisoner  during  that 
engagement,  and  for  Ave  months  suffered  all  the 
horrors  of  rebel  prisons.  He  was  first  conliued  in 
that  most  foul  of  Southern  dens,  Libby,  of  Rich- 
mond, and  later  sent  to  Salisbury,  N.  C,  where  he 
remained  until  the  spring.  Mr.  Easton,  after  receiv- 
ing his  honorable  discharge  from  the  army,  went  to 
Virginia,  where  his  parents  were  then  living,  and 
remained  about  three  years,  during  the  time  beiu 
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variously  eugs^ged,  and  in  1869  he  came  to  this 
County.  In  l."<!^3  nur  subject  purchased  ;i  fine  fiirm 
of  eighty  iicres.  located  on  section  Iti.  Inilian  Grove 
Township.  The  place  has  a  good  residence  and 
orchard  upon  it,  and  ever}'  acre  is  tinder  an  ail- 
vani-ed  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Easton  lived  on 
this  farm  until  November.  1886,  when  he  rented  it 
and  moved  into  Fairbury.  engaging  in  the  livery 
business  witii  J.  L.  Westervelt,  which  business  re- 
lation still  exists. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  187ii.  Mr.  Eastou  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  T.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Amos  M.  and  Melissa  (Kinney)  Johnson.  The  re- 
sult of  this  union  has  been  three  children,  wliose 
record  is  as  follows:  Oscar  A.  was  born  Jlarch  2A, 
1880;  Harvey  L..  May  4.  1884;  Percy  D.,  Jan.  27, 
1887.  .'<ince  his  advent  into  Illinois  Mr.  Easton 
has  been  successful  in  his  business  ventures,  and 
has  been  able  to  surround  himself  and  family  with 
many  of  the  comforts  of  life.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions Mr.  E.iston  is  in  h.armon}'  with  the  Re])ub- 
lican  party,  and  he  gives  to  the  men  and  measures 
of  that  jiarty  a  heartv  and  cordial  suiiiM)rt. 


ETER  P.  OWENS,  having  charoe  of  the 
|V  Catholic  parishes  at  Fairbury  and  Strawn, 
has  been  located  in  the  former  place  since 
1882.  I'nder  his  supervision  the  member, 
ship  has  sensibly  increased  and  the  church  propei'tj' 
wonderfully  improved.  The  building  at  Fairbury' 
is  a  neat  little  edifice,  accommodating  a  congrega- 
tion of  al)0ut  sixt_v-five  families.  Services  are  held  at 
each  place  alternately.  A  view  of  the  twochiirches 
is  .shown  in  this  connection. 

Father  Owens  was  l)orn  in  tlic  city  of  I'.rooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  21,  IHIJO,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward  and 
Margaret  ( Farrell)  Owens,  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
iiumigrated  to  this  country  in  their  youth  and  are 
still  resiiling  in  IJrooklyii.  He  was  educated  pii- 
inarily  in  the  lirooklyn  city  schools,  graduated 
from  St.  John's  College  in  that  city  in  1S77,  then 
went  to  Canada  to  perfect  himself  in  the  higher 
branches.  After  a  four  years"  course  at  the  Siilpi- 
ciati  .Scniinary  at  Montreal  he  letui'iied  to  New 
York,  and  conlinned    his  studies  at   Troy   one  .ind 
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one-half  years,  and  was  ordained  Dec.  23,  1882. 
lie  soon  afterward  set  his  face  westward  and  was 
appointed  assistant  pastor  at  Chatsworth,  where  he 
remained  until  he  was  assigned  to  his  present 
ehargc. 

The  (•lunch  at  Fuiibuiv  was  formerlj^  under  the 
charge  of  Rev.  John  A.  F;uuiing,  who  presided 
over  the  various  churches  of  Livingston,  Ford  and 
Iroquois  Counties  from  18G6  to  1880,  and  who  is 
remembered  as  having  been  a  man  of  more  than 
ordinary  talent  and  executive  ability.  He  is  now 
in  Bureau  Count}'.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  P. 
Lyons,  who  was  subsequently  assigned  to  Campus. 

^^  AMUEL  M.  GREENBAUM.  Among  the 
^^^  citizens  of  Livingston  County  now  resident 
^^l/^  are  many  who  have  witnessed  a  marvelous 
^^"'^  change  from  its  wild  primitive  condition 
of  unsubdued  prairie  to  its  present  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. Among  them  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
although  yet  a  young  man.  Mr.  Greenbaum  has 
ridden  over  the  unobstructed  prairies,  with  his  com- 
pass on  his  saddle-horu  for  a  guide,  gathering  up 
cattle  which  roamed  at  will. 

Mr.  Greenbaum  was  born  in  Fraiikfort-on-the- 
Main,  Germany,  Sept.  18,  1842.  Ilis  parents 
were  Moses  and  .Sarah  (Neumann)  (ireenbaum. 
The  father  was  a  drover,  and  with  his  family,  save 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  vvho  came  in  IS.^G,  came 
to  this  county  in  1861 ,  locating  in  Pontiac.  His 
death  took  place  in  Chicago,  in  June,  two  years 
thereafter.  There  were  in  all  six  children  in  the 
family,  one  of  whom,  Jacob,  died  during  infancy 
in  Germany.  The  others  are  J.  M.,  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business  in  Chicago;  Henry,  a  banker  at 
Pontiac;  Jeanelte,  wife  of  Isaac  Freeman,  of  Chi- 
cago; Rebecca,  wife  of  Louis  Levy,  also  of  Chicago, 
and  Samuel  M.,  our  subject. 

In  18.')6  Samuel  M.  (ireenbaum  came  to  this 
cduntry,  lauding  at  Baltimore:  thence  to  Chicago, 
t hence  to  Lexington,  and  to  Pontiac  in  1857, 
where  he  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Rebellion,  when,  full  of  p.'Uriotism  and  love  of  his 
adopied  country,  lie  enlisted  in  Company  C,  39th 
Illinois  Inf;u)try,  Sept.  I  1,  I  Mil,  ;uid  was  mustered 
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in  Oc'tdlier  r_'  of  the  same  year  at  Benton  Barracks, 
Mo.  Thence  his  regiment  was  sent  to  Baltimore, 
where  its  uiemljers  served  nnder  ohl  Jimmy  Shiehls. 
In  liSG2  they  participated  in  McClellan's  memor- 
able peninsular  campaign.  Following  the  route  of 
this  regiment,  we  find  it  doing  patrol  duty  along 
the  B.  &  ().  R.  H.  The  regiment  divided  Compan- 
ies A,  B,  C  and  F  at  Alpine  Station,  Va.,  Com- 
pany E,  at  Sir  John's  Run,  Company  (J  at  (heat 
Cacapon,  and  Companies  D,  K  and  I  at  Bath,  Va. 
Jan.  2,  lbiC2,  Stonewall  Jackson  attacked  the  forces 
at  Batii,  were  held  in  check  until  Jan.  4,  when  they 
were  forced  to  cross  the  Potomac  (wading  it.)  Jan. 
11,  18G2,  they  marched  to  Cumberland,  Md.,  forty 
miles;  January  17  were  ordered  to  New  Creek, 
guarding  railroads;  March  23  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Winchester,  and  pursued  the  enemy  to 
Strasburg.  To  them  was  given  the  responsible  task 
of  holding  the  White  House  and  Columbian  bridges 
spanning  the  Slienandoah  River.  In  May  they  were 
sent  to  reinforce  Gen.  Banks,  and  in  June  to  Mc- 
Clellan's army.  We  find  them  at  Il.arrison's  Land- 
ing June  8,  and  Malvern  Hill  July  3,  participating 
in  skirmishes  at  Black  Water,  Zenii  and  Franklin, 
then  sailing  with  the  Foster  expedition  against 
Charleston,  reaching  Hilton  Head  Februarj'  1 ;  on 
Aprils  witnessing  the  bombardment  of  Ft.  Sumter, 
and  engaged  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Morris  Isl- 
and Jul}'  11.  To  them  belongs  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  regiment  to  enter  Ft.  Wagner.  In  Januar}', 
186-1,  the  39th  Illinois  re-enlisted  as  veterans,  and  in 
the  summer  following  engaged  in  Butler's  Bermuda 
Hundreds  campaign.  At  Drury's  Bluff,  May  16, 
they  sustained  a  loss  of  15  killed,  72  wounded,  52 
missing ;  at  Wire  Bottom  Church,  May  20,  23  killed, 
130  wounded,  and  1."!  missing;  at  Deep  Run,  Au- 
gust 16,  26  killed,  77  wounded,  8  missing.  The 
24th  Army  Corps,  to  which  the  ynth  was  attached, 
broke  camp  on  the  north  side  of  James  River  and 
went  to  Hatches'  Run,  on  the  extreme  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  broke  the  rebel  lines  there, 
and  the  following  day  stormed  the  works,  or  lather 
the  ke^'  to  Petersburg,  and  took  the  same.  Tlic 
39th  Illinois  was  in  the  advance  in  this  bloody  work. 
It  was  in  the  advance  upon  Richmond  at  Chapin's 
Farm.  ,-md  at  Ilarbytown.  where  they  sustained  a 
loss  of   1.")   killed,  .j7  wounded    and    S   mis>ing.      Il 


followed  up  Lee  to  his  surrender  at  Ap])omattox 
Court  House.  Mr.  Greenbaum  was  not  at  all 
times  with  his  regiment,  having  been  detailed  as  a 
musician.  When  orders  were  issued  disbanding 
rogiment.-d  bauds,  his  wasconstituteil  a  luigadc  band, 
continuing  him  in  this  service. 

As  a  trojihy  of  the  war  we  lind  Mr.  (irecnbanm 
cariying  back  from  Richmoml  to  Yanki'edoni  a 
bride.  Miss  Henrietta  Kayton.  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Caroline  Kayton,  residents  of  Baltimore,  for- 
merly of  Norfolk.  The  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
Richmond.  To  them  have  been  born  six  children: 
Moses,  Oct.  IS,  1867;  Belle,  June  14,  1869:  Sadie, 
July  14,  1X71;  Carrie,  Sept.  25,  1873;  Walter,  Nov. 
25,  1S75;  Jessie,  March  1,  1882. 

Samuel  Greenbaum  conmienced  business  in  Fair- 
bury  Aug.  1,  1861),  and  after  five  years  removed  to 
Pana,  III.,  remaining  five  years,  whence  he  returned 
to  Fairbury,  where  he  has  since  continued,  success- 
fully pursuing  his  vocation.  He  is  a  most  con- 
genial gentleman,  and  his  wife  well  fitted  to  adorn 
the  circle  in  which  she  moves,  and  of  which  she  is 
quite  a  leader. 

Socially  Mr.  Greenbaum  is  an  enthusiar-tic  mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P.,  G.  A.  R.,  A.  O.  U,  AV.  and  M. 
W.     Politically  he  is  a  jironounced  Republican. 

ylLLlAM  CHAMINGS,  an  enterprising  far- 
mer and  stock-breeder  residing  on  section 
2,  Belle  Prairie  Township,  was  born  on  the 
28th  of  April,  1855,  in  Devonshire,  England.  The 
county  of  Mr.  Chamings'  nativitj^  is  one  of  the 
best  known  of  all  England:  the  surface  is  greatly 
broken  and  diversified,  but  except  the  wild  sterile 
tracts,  Dartmoor  and  Exmoor,  is  generalh-  remark- 
able for  fertility.  The  vale  of  F^xeter,  and  the  dis- 
trict bordering  on  the  English  Channel,  called  the 
Southams,  are  especially  beautiful  and  rich.  The 
county  is  famed  for  its  cider,  and  the  red  Devon 
breed  of  cattle  is  highly  esteemed,  and  Dartmoor 
produces  large  numbers  of  small  ponies.  It  is  rich 
in  mineral,  prodnciug  copper,  arsenic,  manganese, 
tin,  lead,  kaolin  and  grauite.  It  was  in  this  county 
where  Ni^'holas  W.  and  Klizaliclli  (Hill)  Chamings 
resided  wlirn  the   subject    of  this   sketch    was  born 
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and  they  were  of  pure  English  blood.  The  father 
was  Kirn  in  1830  and  married  in  1852.  and  rents  a 
farm  of  227  acres.  He  is  a  Wesleyan  Methodist, 
and  his  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Episeopal  Chureh.  The  mother  was  burn  in  1820, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episeopal  Church. 
Of  the  family  there  are  ten  children  yet  living: 
Sarah  J.  married  Judge  Henry  Lee,  of  Colorado; 
William  married  Miss  Mary  Emma  Rudd;Mary  A. 
married  John  Nott,  and  lives  at  "West  Land,  En- 
gland:  John  married  Theresa  Quick,  and  lives  at  How- 
lev  Farm  near  Biddeford.  England ;  Fannie  resides 
in  Colorado:  Thomas  lives  at  home;  Nicholas  W. 
lives  at  Honiton,  England ;  Elizabeth,  Priscilla  and 
Richard  live  at  home  in  England. 

Mr.  Chamings  left  home  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
emigrated  to  America.  Arriving  at  New  York  he 
at  once  proceeded  to  Livingston  County,  stopping 
one  week  in  Pontiac.  and  then  went  to  work  for  his 
uncle.  F.  Skinner,  of  Belle  Prairie  Township,  re- 
maining with  him  one  year,  and  then  engaged  in 
work  for  his  inicle.  Edwin  Chamings,  one  3'ear,  and 
then  one  year  for  Mr.  Kirby.  He  then  went  to 
Colorado,  where  he  worked  for  eighteen  months  at 
various  kinds  of  labor,  and  then  concluded  to  visit 
his  native  laud  and  crossed  the  ocean  to  spend 
three  months  with  his  father  and  mother.  Upon 
his  return  he  accejited  employment  from  Mr.  Kirbj' 
and  remained  with  him  for  two  years. 

On  the  1st  of  January.  1S78,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  JIary  E.  Uiidd.  who  was  born  In 
Green  Township,  Woodford  Co..  III.,  on  the  14th 
of  March.  18')!).  .She  is  the  daughtei- of  John  and 
.Marj-  (Ilandford)  Rudd,  also  natives  of  Devonshire, 
England,  wlio  came  to  America  in  1853,  and  located 
in  Peoria  County,  whei'e  they  remained  until  the  date 
of  their  removal  to  Woodford  Count)-.  Mr  Rudd 
is  a  fanner  by  occupation,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he 
was  a  Deacon  for  many  years.  They  are  the  jiar- 
ents  of  four  chihlren — James,  John  W..  William  H., 
and  Mary  E..  now  Mrs.  Chamings.  All  three  of 
the  brothers  livi'  in  this  comity  about  three  or  four 
miles  ea-st  of  Fairbnry. 

Mr.  and  Mr.^.  Cliamijig-  have  iii'vc-r  been  lilcssed 
with  any  childien.  'l'h<y  own  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres    of   excellent    l.ind,    upon    which    they    have 


erected  a  splendid  dwelling  and  a  commodious  bam, 
a  view  of  which  we  present  in  this  volume.  One 
of  the  valuable  features  of  Mr.  Chamings'  farm  is 
a  spring,  or  rather  an  artesian  well,  which  discharges 
its  water  through  the  cellar  and  milk  house  into  his 
cattle  trough.  This  well  is  valued  at  $1,000.  It  cer- 
tainly is  a  sidendid  acquisition  to  the  snug  farm  he 
owns.  Mr.  Chamings  acts  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  in  good 
standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In 
1885  they  both  made  a  visit  to  England,  remaining 
with  Iheir  jiarents  about  nine  months.  Mr.  Cham- 
ings himself  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  five  times. 


^5\\  HARLES  PERRINE,  a  native  of  Brown 
ll\  i~.  County,  Ohio,  is  now  one  of  the  most  highly 
^^^'  respected  residents  of  Saunemin  Township, 
to  which  he  came  in  the  spring  of  1870  with  his 
l)arents,  who  located  on  section  12,  on  land  adjoin- 
ing the  present  farm  of  our  subject.  There  the 
parents  resided  until  the  death  of  the  father,  which 
took  place  on  the  8th  of  March,  1877.  The  mother 
is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son  Thomas  II., 
at  the  old  home. 

Thefather  of  our  subject  was  a  man  of  good 
business  capacities,  and  possessed  the  qualities 
which  rendered  him  a  valued  member  of  the  com- 
munity. He  served  as  School  Director  of  his  dis- 
trict, and  took  a  genuine  interest  in  matters  affect- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  people  around  him.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  in  all  re- 
spects acquitted  himself  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  28th  of  February, 
1859,  and  is  the  .son  of  Ralph  .and  Eveline  (Hol- 
nian)  Perrine,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Their 
household  included  three  children,  namely:  Charles 
L.,  Thomas  IL,  and  William  W.,  now  a  resident  of 
Kansas.  In  the  fall  of  1865,  the  family-  left  Ohio 
for  the  Prairie  State,  and  located  in  LaSalle  County, 
where  the  father  carried  on  farming  until  about 
1  H70,  and  then  removed  to  Livingston   Countj'. 

Charles  was  reared  to  manhood  and  received  the 
education  common  to  most  farmers'  boj's,  studying 
mostl}'  during  the    winter  season,    and    in   sumniei 
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emiiloyiiig  himself  upon  the  farm.  After  the  death 
of  his  father,  he  remained  with  liis  mother  until 
twenty-flve  years  of  nge,  and  was  then  married, 
Sept.  2,  1884,  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Cotrell,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  hi.mie  of  the  bride  in  Avoca 
Township. 

Mrs.  Perrlne  was  Itorn  in  Avoca  Township,  this 
conntj',  Sept.  S,  18G2,  and  is  the  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Adeline  Cotrell,  natives  of  Ohio,  of  whom 
the  latter  is  deceased ;  the  father  is  now  a  resident 
of  Avoea  Township.  Mr.  Perrine's  property  in- 
cludes eigiity  acres  of  good  land  with,  fair  improve- 
ments, and  under  the  enterprising  hand  of  its  pres- 
ent proprietor,  will  doubtless  develop  into  one  of 
the  most  desirable  homesteads  in  the  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perrine  number  their  friends  bj-  the 
score,  and  are  pleasant  and  genial  lioth  to  friends 
and  stranoers. 


^^EORGE  W.  BOYER.  a  gentleman  of  good 
III  j_,  education  and  more  than  ordinary  intelli- 
^^Ij  gence,  has  been  a  resident  of  Livingston 
County  since  1867,  and  is  located  on  a  good  farm 
on  section  20,  Dwight  Township.  This  farm  is  em- 
bellished with  first-class  improvements,  and  in  all 
respects  indicates  the  supervision  of  a  proprietor 
skilled  in  his  calling,  and  one  who  has  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  most  approved  methods  of  modern  ag- 
riculture. We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  on  an- 
other page  a  view  of  Mr.  Boyer's  homestead.  Mr. 
Boyer  is  an  extensive  reader  and  devotes  his  leis- 
ure moments  to  the  perusal  of  subjects  treated  by 
the  best  authors,  and  has  kept  himself  well  informed 
upon  current  events,  as  well  as  the  history  of  times 
gone  by. 

Mr.  Bo3'er  comes  from  an  old  American  famil}' 
of  English  aneestrj-  on  his  father's  side,  and  on  the 
maternal  side  from  the  Rupp  family,  who  came 
from  Germany  shortly  after  the  landing  of  William 
Penn,  and  settled  hi  Cumberland  County,  Pa. 
John  Boyer,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketch,  was  born  in  this  country,  and  was  a  farmer 
in  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  George  Boyer,  his 
son,  and  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the 
year  1800.      He  was  a  iarmer  also   in    that    county. 


and  married  Lydia  Rupp,  the  daughter  of  Jacob 
Rupp,  both  of  the  same  county,  who  lived  near 
Reading.  To  them  were  born  six  children — Jacob, 
John,  George  W.,  William,  Samuel  and  Sarah.  The 
father,  wliose  death  occurred  in  Pennsylvania,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  was  a  devout  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  Re- 
publican. 

George  W.  Boyer,  our  subject,  was  l)orn  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  on  the  20th  of  Eebruary,  1827, 
and  received  a  common-school  education  while  a 
boy,  to  which  he  has  very  materiallj'  added  by  con- 
stant reading  and  observation  since  manhood.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  accompanied  the  family  of  his  father  to  Blair 
Count}-,  Pa.,  where  for  several  j'ears  he  engaged  in 
farming. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  on  the  24th  of 
May,  1849,  Mr.  Boyer  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine  (Cherry) 
Turnbaugh,  who  were  of  German  ancestry,  and 
who  lived  near  Altoona,  Blair  Co.,  Pa.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Boyer  have  been  born  seven  children,  viz. : 
Henry,  Annetta,  Samuel  H.,  Sarah,  Climenia  E., 
Alfred  A.  and  George  W. :  the  last-named  died 
when  a  lad  of  twelve  years.  Henry  married  Miss 
Nellie  Morris;  Annetta,  James  B.  Austin;  Samuel 
H.,  Jennie  Lower,  and  Sarah  C,  Dwight  P.  Mills, 
all  of  Dwight. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boj-er  they 
remained  on  his  father's  farm  for  the  first  year,  and 
he  engaged  in  different  occupations,  finally,  how- 
ever, settling  down  to  farming.  In  186.5  Mr. 
Boyer  enlisted  in  Company  E,  104th  Pennsylvania 
Infantrj',  and  during  his  term  of  service  was  in  the 
battle  of  Petersburg,  and  on  guard  duty  at  Norfolk, 
\'a.  He  received  an  honorable  discharge  at  Phila- 
delphia at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  returned  to 
Blair  County,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  1867, 
when  he  came  to  Livingston  County,  and  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  resides  on  section  20. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Boyer  has  always  acted 
with  the  Republican  pai'ty,  and  has  held  the  offices 
of  School  Director  and  Road  Commissioner,  be- 
sides several  other  township  offices.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boyer  both  belong  to  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
warmly  esi^ouse  the  doctrines  of  that  denomination. 
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They  have,  1>}"  their  own  efforts,  not  only  roared  a 
large  family,  but  hav<i  accumulated  considerable 
jimjierty  and  placed  tbeni!;clves  in  cunifortable  eir- 
cum>tance*.  Mr.  Biiyer  is  a  person  of  excellent 
character,  and  the  same  compliment  can  be  paid 
irulhfullv  to  overv  member  of  the  family. 


.VNIKL  A.  ML'LFOKD,  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  Round  Grove 
r*.Ji^  Township,  came  with  his  young  wife  to 
this  county  thirt}'  years  ago,  and  estab- 
lishing himself  among  the  other  adventurous  spirits 
of  that  day,  proceeded  to  build  up  the  homestead 
and  the  fortune  that  he  now  enjoys.  He  was 
equipped  with  all  the  elements  essential  to  the  suc- 
ce??  of  the  early  settler,  being  stout  of  heart  and 
strong  of  nniscle,  and  has  made  for  himself  a  good 
record  among  people  who  have  watched  his  career 
with  kindl3-  interest,  and  before  whom  he  has  ac- 
quitted himself  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citi- 
zen. 

Uui-  subject  is  the  second  child  of  Jolin  M.  and 
.lane  (Aisdnrf)  Mulford,  natives  of  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  they  spent  their  lives  and  where  their 
remains  now  lie  at  rest.  He  also  was  born  in  Ulster 
Count}-,  Aug.  28.  182.),  and  with  his  six  brothers 
and  one  sister,  spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in 
hi>  native  county.  As  soon  as  old  enough  he  com- 
ini'nced  attending  the  district  school  in  winter,  while 
in  >unimer  he  assisted  in  the  various  employments 
connected  with  farm  life.  He  remained  a  member 
of  his  father's  household  until  twenty-four  years  of 
age  and  then  immigrated  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  remained  three  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
Dul'age  County,  this  State,  in  IX.ii.  There  he  en- 
gageil  in  farming  four  years  and  in  June,  1857, 
came  to  this  county  and  purchased  a  quarter  section 
of  land  on  section  1:5,  Round  Grove  Township, 
whicli  is  cornijrised  in  his  prc-enl  iiomestead.  There 
were  no  improvements  upon  the  land,  not  even  a 
:>liell*r  for  his  family,  and  making  it  his  lirst  busi- 
ne.is  to  provide  a  place  for  them,  lie  jnit  up  a  board 
chanty,  in  the  building  of  wliicji  he  wm>  occupied 
ju-l  about  twelve  lioiii-. 

.Mr.    .Miilfoid  e\peii<'n'i-d    :ill    (ln'  vii-i>,MlU(Ies  to 


which  the  earl}'  settlers  were  subjected.  AA'tiere  the 
peaceful  herds  now  graze,  tiie  deer  and  the  wolf 
roamed  unmolested  by  man.  Instead  of  the  domes- 
tic fowl  was  the  prairie  chicken  almost  as  tame, 
while  the  venomous  rattlesnake  might  be  found 
coiled  on  the  door-sill.  They  frequently  witnessed 
the  grand  sight  of  a  prairie  on  fire  so  vividly  de- 
scribed by  Cooper,  and  also  the  more  beautiful 
mirage  that  deludes  the  traveler  on  the  plains.  It 
is  hardly  necesary  to  say  that  the  shanty  long  ago 
gave  place  to  a  more  modern  and  substantial  resi- 
dence, and  in  due  time  there  grew  up  around  it  all 
the  other  necessary  and  convenient  farm  buildings. 
On  an  adjoining  i)age  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Mul- 
ford's  residence  and  its  surroundings.  The  land  is 
enclosed  with  good  fences,  and  the  live  stock  is  in 
keeping  with  all  the  other  appurtenances  of  the 
place. 

Beginning  life  for  himself  with  nothing  except 
810  which  he  had  borrowed,  Mr.  Mulford  is  now 
one  of  the  largest  land-owners  in  Central  Illinois, 
having  880  acres  in  Livingston  and  Kankakee 
Counties  and  330  acres  in  Missouri.  This,  vvith  the 
exception  of  $5,000  inherited  a  short  time  ago,  has 
been  accumulated  by  his  own  industry,  but  the 
economj'  which  he  practiced  and  the  hard  labor  to 
which  he  was  subjected  year  after  j'car  did  not  tend 
to  warp  his  disposition  or  make  him  selfish.  On  the 
contrary  he  bears  the  reputation  of  being  a  large- 
hearted  and  liberal  man,  and  has  always  encouraged 
by  his  substantial  aid  those  enterprises  calculated 
f(jr  the  general  good  of  the  people  and  the  devel- 
opment of  his  township. 

(Jne  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  was  his  marriage  with  Miss  ISardh  S. 
Herrick,  which  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  in  Dul'age  Count}',  Nov.  211,  1855.  Mrs. 
Mulford  was  born  in  that  c<.)unty,  Aug.  G,  1834, 
and  resided  there  with  her  parents,  Ira  and  Mabel 
E.  (Gallusha)  Herrick,  until  h(ir  marriage.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herrick  were  natives  of  Vermont,  whence 
they  removed  to  the  West  after  their  marriage. 
Tlieir  honseiiold  included  two  sons  and  si.\  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  Sarah  S.  was  the  fifth  in  order  of 
lihtli  .-ind  the  first  of  their  children  born  in  Illinois. 
Tliey  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Dul'age 
County,  ami    theie   spent  the    remainder    of    their 
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lives,  the  mother  passing  awny  J.in.  28,   18?;!,  and 
the  fatlier  Aug.  30.  1878. 

To  iiiir  subject  and  his  wife  tlierc  were  liorn  six 
I'hildren,  of  whom  there  are  only  three  living, 
namely:  Fred  H.,  who  was  born  Dec.  5,  18()3,  and 
i.s  a  resident  of  this  township:  Oscar  .T.,  who  was 
born  Sept.  11,  1870,  and  Mabel  S.  J.,  Feb.  1,  187G. 
KUen,  Frank  and  Johnnie  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Mulford  has  been  identified  with  the  Kcpulilican 
party  since  its  organization,  and  still  ujiliolds  the 
principles  which  he  then  most  clieerfnlly  endorsed. 
He, has  held  the  various  offices  of  bis  township, 
serving  as  Highway  Commissioner  and  Township 
Trustee,  and  has  often  been  called  upo:i  as  a  leader 
in  the  matters  which  naturallj'  come  up  in  a  grow- 
ing community  and  are  of  interest  to  all  good  citi- 
zens. He  has  lived  through  the  period  of  hard 
work  and  anxiety  and  now,  in  a  home  surrounded 
by  all  the  comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life, 
has  abundant  reason  to  feel  that  his  labors  have 
not  been  in  vain. 


(^  BRAM  LOWER.  The  name  of  this  gen- 
(^O     tleman  has   for  the  last  twenty-five  years 

llfis  been  prominent  among  the  liberal-minded 
gw  and  public-spirited   citizens  of  Broughton 

Township,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers, and  is  now  among  the  oldest  living  residents. 
He  has  all  his  life  been  engaged  in  farming  pursuits, 
and  for  several  years  past  has  given  much  of  his  at- 
tentii>n  to  stock-raising.  His  property  consists  of 
160  acres  located  on  section  10,  where  he  has  a 
comfortable  farm  residence  and  all  the  out-build- 
ings necessary  for  carrying  on  successfully  the  la- 
bors of  a  modern  agriculturist. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  contributed  largely 
to  the  development  of  Central  Illinois,  sending  in 
their  youth  and  strength  many  of  her  most  enter- 
prising sons  to  subdue  the  primitive  soil  and  open 
up  a  rich  section  of  country,  which  has  now  become 
familiarly  known,  not  only  to  the  great  Northwest, 
but  all  over  tiie  Union.  Our  subject  was  born  in 
Blair  County,  Pa.,  Oct.  10,  1835,  and  is  the  son  of 
David  and  .Susan  (Rhodes)  Lower,  the  former  now 
deceased  and  the  lattc]-   a    resident  of    L:inai-k,    111. 


His  ancestors,  on  both  sides,  were  of  (htiiimm  d(t- 
scent,  and  the  parents  were  natives  of  l'euM.--ylva- 
nia.  Their  household  consisted  of  a  large  family 
of  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  I>cvi, 
of  Washington  County,  Kan.;  Samuel,  of  Dwiglit, 
111.;  Abram,  our  subject;  Calhcrine,  the  wife  of 
SaniMcl  McCoy,  of  Carroll  County;  Annie,  Mrs. 
John  Chestnut,  of  Adair  County,  low:i.  and  Han- 
nah, the  wife  of  George  Weed,  of  Carroll  County, 
HI.  The  members  of  the  Lower  family  for  gener- 
ations have  been  noted  for  their  longevity,  and  the 
father  of  our  subject  had  reached  his  fourscore 
years  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  at 
his  home  in  Lanark  Ajn'il  7,  1880:  the  mother  is 
now  in  the  seventy-jiinth  j  car  of  her  age.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Samuel 
Rhodes,  vvas  at  least  one  lumdred  years  (jid  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Abram  Lower  remained  a  resident  of  hi-  native 
county  until  reaching  manhood,  and  enjoyed  only 
the  advantages  of  a  limited  education.  He  was 
trained  in  his  youth  to  habits  of  industry,  becom- 
ing thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting farm  labor,  and  was  thus  well  fitted  for  his 
chosen  calling  in  life.  In  1858,  upon  leaving  the 
home  roof,  he  came  to  Carroll  County,  this  State, 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1 800,  and 
then  took  possession  of  his  i)resent  farm,  which  he 
purchased  from  his  father,  who  hud  accompanied 
him  to  the  West.  This  land  was  then  but  slightly 
lemoved  from  its  primitive  condition,  young  Abram 
turning  the  first  furrow  upon  it.  There  were  no 
buildings  of  any  kind,  but  the  prospect  which 
opened  up  before  him,  presenting,  without  question, 
very  much  hard  labor  and  small  returns  for  years, 
did  not  in  the  least  dismay  him.  He  saw  about 
him  (.ither  men  laboring  under  the  same  disadvan- 
tages, and  resolved  to  be  fully  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency. In  the  course  of  time  he  began  to  realize 
the  reward  of  his  labors,  and  was  onaliled  to  slowly 
effect  the  improvements  of  which  he  had  dreamed 
for  years.  The  farm  is  now  one  of  the  most  at- 
tractive .spots  in  Livingston  County.  The  land  has 
been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the 
buildings,  neat  and  substantial  in  their  character, 
will  liear  fair  com])arisou  with  those  of  the  enter- 
prising fanners  adj.-icent.      Wc  present   on   an    ad- 
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joining  jiage  a  view  of  Mr.  Lower's  homestead." 
This  property  Mr.  Lower  has  accumulated  through 
his  own  industry  and  perseverance,  he  iiaving  had 
very  little  assistance  in  the  beginning,  and  is  essen- 
tially a  self-uiade  man.  His  experiences  have 
proved  a  most  salutary  lesson,  developing  in  him 
the  best  qualities  that  a  man  can  possess. 

Mr.  Lower,  soon  after  passing  his  twenty-fifth 
year,  and  about  the  time  of  purchasing  his  land, 
w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Miller, 
the  wedding  taking  place  in  Dison,  Lee  County, 
Oct.  IG.  ISGO.  They  commenced  their  h(.)usekeep- 
ing  in  a  small  board  cabin  on  the  new  farm,  and  the 
wife  has  labored  equally  with  her  husband  in  build- 
ing up  a  homestead  which  is  a  credit  to  them,  and 
a  comfortable  abiding-place  for  their  children.  The 
latter,  twelve  in  number,  are  recorded  .is  follows: 
Maggie  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Morrison,  of  Jackson 
County.  Mo. :  Augusta,  Mrs.  Percy  Glover,  lives 
in  Custer  County,  Neb.;  Albert,  Leroy,  Frank, 
Marietta,  Lillie,  Grace  and  Gertrude  arc  at  home 
with  their  parents;  Kenneth  died  when  one  year, 
one  nn;)nth  and  eleven  d.ays  old;  Arthur,  when  one 
year,  four  months  and  three  da3-s,  and  Mabel,  at  the 
age  of  two  years  and  eleven  d.ays. 

Mr.  Lower  identified  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  1  .S5G.  and  since  that  time  has  usuallj- 
adhered  closely  to  its  principles,  although  claiming 
the  rights  of  a  free  American  citizen,  and  voting 
independently  when  he  has  chosen  so  to  do,  his  ob- 
ject being  to  support  the  man  best  qualified  for 
office.  He  h.T^  been  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  his  township,  s(!rving  ten  years  in  succession  as 
Higliway  Commissioner,  and  still  holds  the  office. 
He  olHciated  as  Scliool  Dii'ector  seveial  terms,  and 
was  Collector  two  years.  He  h.-is  uniformly  been 
the  encour.'iger  of  the  enterprises  calculated  to  pro- 
mote ilie  welfare  of  the  people,  and  to  this  end  h.as 
contrlhuted  in  a  clicerful  and  lilHi;il  j|iiiii  accord- 
ing to  his  mean-. 

.Mrs.  Lower  wjls  born  in  Fr.-nikliii  Cnuuiy.  Pa.. 
Aug.  7.  |H|2.  and  i>  the  daughter  of  (icurgc  and 
Margaret  (navi.-)  .Miller,  natives  respectively  ^f 
Germany  ami  IVnnsylvanla.  I'lie  father  died  in 
Carroll  County.  .Iune-J(t,  1k7H;  the  mother  survives, 
and  makes  her  home  mo-tly  in  (  arroll  Countv, 
thi-  .Slate.     They  were  the  p.rrenl.-  of  thirteen  chil- 


dren, of  whom  the  following  survive:  Mary,  the 
wife  of  Charles  E.  Cross,  of  Stephenson  Couutj^; 
Catherine,  the  wife  of  our  subject:  S.  E.,  of  Che- 
noa;  Albert,  who  is  living  in  Muscatine,  Iowa; 
Emma,  Mrs.  Philip  Gelwicks,  of  Butler  Countv. 
Xeb. ;  Luther,  of  Carroll  Count^^,  111;  Scott  and 
Upton,  of  Nebraska;  Gertrude,  the  wife  of  Edward 
Sullivan,  of  Rochelle,  111.:  Lincoln  and  Maggie, 
of  Carroll  Ct>unty. 


LRICH  EGGENBERGER,  who  is  pleasantly 
located  on  section  30,  Union  Township,  is 
looked  upon  as  one  of  its  most  worthy  citi- 
zens and  enterprising  farmers.  He  came  from  a 
far  land  to  establish  his  permanent  home,  having 
been  born  in  Switzerland,  April  7,  1839.  His  na- 
tive country,  as  we  all  know,  has  for  centuries  fur- 
nished a  theme  for  the  poet  and  the  historian,  and 
is  a  point  to  which  the  American  traveler  in  Europe 
looks  forward  with  the  greatest  of  pleasure.  The 
people  of  Switzerland  speak  various  languages  in 
different  ()arts  of  the  Republic,  the  native  tongue 
of  our  subject  being  German. 

Mr.  Eggenberger  is  the  fifth  child  of  John  and 
Afra  (Strieker)  Eggenberger,  who  were  natives  of 
the  same  country,  and  the  parents  of  nine  children. 
John  Eggenberger  followed  farming  on  his  native 
soil  during  his  early  manhood,  and  until  after  the 
death  of  the  wife  and  mother.  Then,  in  1 8G5,  ac- 
companied by  his  fiimilj',  he  crosseil  the  Atlantic, 
and  coming  directly'  westward,  located  in  Union 
Township,  this  county,  where  he  took  up  his  old 
employment  as  an  agriculturist  and  still  resides.  He 
is  now,  however,  retired  from  active  labor,  and 
makes  his  home    with  his  son  -John,  on  section  34. 

Our  subject  established  domestic  ties  of  his  own 
liy  bis  nian-jage  with  Mi.ss  Annie  Luceger,  a  native 
of  his  own  country,  where  she  was  born  May  12, 
1  s-\{\.  The  family  of  her  parents,  Ulrich  and  Anna 
Luceger,  consistc'd  of  two  children  onl3'.  Mr.  Eg- 
genberger and  hi>  wife  remained  one  year  with  the 
father  of  tlir  latter,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865  em- 
barked on  a  sailing-\essfl  from  Livcriiool,  England, 
for  America,  whci-e  after  a  voyage  of  f(_)tu'teen  days, 
the}  laniled  in  New  York  City.     A  few  days    later 
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thej'  started  for  the  AVest,  and  made  their  first  halt 
in  Peoria.  111.,  bnt  not  finding  a  desiraliie  location, 
they  came  to  this  count}',  where  our  subject,  pro- 
viding a  shelter  for  his  family  in  Odell  'rownsliip, 
eng'.aged  as  a  farm  laborer,  at  which  he  continued  for 
three  j'ears  following.  In  the  meantime  he  lived  eco- 
nomically, and  saved  what  he  could  of  his  earnings, 
so  that  in  1874  he  was  enabled  to  secure  an  80-acre 
tract  of  improved  land.  Upon  this  there  were  some 
buildings,  and  after  establishing  his  family  com- 
fortably, he  entered  in  earnest  upon  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  his  purchase.  This  land 
now  constitutes  his  jiresent  homestead,  bnt  so  great 
is  the  change  which  he  has  effected  upon  it  that  it 
would  scarcely  be  recognizeil.  His  careei-,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  without  adversity  and  affliction, 
for  on  the  Kith  of  November,  1875,  the  year  follow- 
ing his  purchase  of  this  land,  and  when  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  his  plans  for  a  future  home,  tiie  wife  and 
mother  was  called  from  earth.  He  .  was  thus  left 
bereaved  with  two  little  children — Ulrich  .ind  John. 
These  are  now  promising  young  men.  and  continue 
at  home  with  their  father.  Mrs.  Annie  Eggen- 
berger  had  beeii  carefully  reared  in  the  doctrines  of 
the  Reformed  Church,  in  her  daily  life  furnishing  a 
bright  example  of  piet}'  and  truth,  and  adhered 
closely  to  the  religious  faith  of  her  parents. 

Our  subject,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1876,  was 
a  second  time  united  in  marriage,  with  Mrs.  Katie 
Eggenberger,  who  was  also  born  in  Switzerland,  in 
1842.  Her  parents,  Andrew  and  Agatha  Eggen- 
berger, were  also  of  .Swiss  birth  and  parentage,  and 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  land.  Their 
family  included  nine  children,  Katie  being  the  sixth 
in  order  of  birth.  By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  E. 
had  become  the  mother  of  two  children,  John  and 
Andrew,  both  of  whom  make  tiieir  home  with  our 
subject.  Mr.  E.  has  distinguished  himself  as  a  skill- 
ful and  thorough  farmer,  and  lias  been  rewarded  for 
his  industry  and  frug.ality.  He  has  wisely  invested 
his  surplus  capital  in  additional  land,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  "230  acres  which  he  has  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  is  araplj'  stocked 
with  graded  animals,  including  Norman  horses. 
Short-horn  cattle,  Cotswold  sheep  and  Poland-China 
swine.  His  dwelling  and  farm  buildings  comi)are 
favorably    with   those   of   the  enterprising  farmers 


around  him,  among  whom  he  is  held  in  universal 
respect. 

Upon  liecomiug  a  naturalized  citizen,  our  ^ull■ 
ject  identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party,  al- 
though taking  no  active  interest  in  politics.  He  has 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  two  years,  and  gives 
his  support  to  those  enterprises  calculated  for  the 
general  good  of  the  community.  Both  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  and  are  numbered  among  its  most  cheer- 
ful supporters. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  in  this  section 
of  country,  we  present  on  another  page  a  view  of 
Mr.  Eggenherger's  homestead. 


J  k. 


-^^HOMAS  G.  RILEY.  No  man  in  the  stock 
iiM^^  growing  sections  of  Central  Illinois  perhaps 
^^^7  has  been  more  fortunate  in  this  department 
of  farming  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
came  to  Forest  Township  in  1864,  and  located  on 
section  5,  where  he  now  has  a  beautiful  farm  of  .520 
acres,  stocked  with  fine  grades  of  cattle  and  horses, 
and  has  also  been  very  successful  with  Poland-China 
swine.  He  first  purchased  a  quarter  section  at  $2.5 
per  acre,  to  which  he  added  gradually  as  time  prf>- 
gressed  and  his  means  accumulated.  His  enter- 
jjrise  and  ambition  seem  almost  unlimited,  and  he 
is  credited  with  having  done  his  full  share  towaiMl 
advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of  Livingston 
Count}-. 

Mr.  Riley,  like  many  of  the  earliei-  settlers  of  the 
county,  is  an  emanation  of  Erin's  Green  Isle,  where 
he  was  born  Nov.  .5,  1820.  His  parents,  Charles 
and  Ann  ((lordon)  Riley,  were  also  of  Irish  birth 
and  parentage,  and  their  household  included  ten 
children,  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom  one 
is  deceased.  The  parents  spent  their  entire  lives  on 
their  native  soil,  but  their chihlren  all  emigrated  to 
America.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  small 
farm  which  his  father  cultivated,  and  in  the  mean- 
time gave  very  much  thought  to  the  future.  He 
saw  little  in  his  native  Ireland  to  aid  in  developing 
the  natural  enterprise  of  his  character,  and  deter- 
mined  to  seek   his   fortunes  i>n  another  continent. 
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Accordingly  in  the  spring  of  1847,  after  passing  his 
twenty-third  year,  he  set  sail  from  Liverpool,  and 
after  a  somewhat  tedious  voyage  arrived  safely  in 
Now  York  Harbor.  He  remained  in  the  Empire 
SliUe  a  few  years  thereafter  occupied  in  farming 
pursuits,  then  going  to  Indiana  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Tippecanoe  County,  and  remained  there 
seven  years.  While  a  resident  of  New  York  he 
was  married,  in  the  spring  of  18;j."i,  to  Miss  Jane 
McGovern,a  native  of  Ireland.  The  young  cou})lc 
heu'Jiu  life  together  in  a  modest  dwelling  in  Indiana, 
where  they  remained  until  the  removal  to  Forest 
Township.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, only  one  living,  a  daughter,  Letilia,  who  is 
now  the  wife  of  Jefferson  Trumbo,  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  LaSalle  County,  residing  near  Ottawa. 
Four  of  the  five  children  deceased  were  buried  in- 
side of  four  months. 

Mr.  Rilej-  keeps  a  herd  of  about  IJO  Short-horn 
c.itlle,  and  thirty  to  tliirty-si.x  head  of  full-blooded 
Norman  horses,  five  of  which  were  imported  di- 
rectly from  France.  He  is  without  question  one  of 
the  leading  st^«ckmeu  of  the  count}'  and  exhibits 
some  of  the  finest  animals  within  its  borders.  One 
of  his  most  valuable  horses  weighs  2,000  pounds, 
and  another  2,100  pounds.  The  latter,  "Gen.  For- 
rest," valued  at  *1,8.J0,  and  a  beautiful  dapple- 
gra}',  sixteen  and  one-half  hands  high,  with  white 
mane  and  tail,  was  imported  in  1883  by  Degen 
r>ros.,  of  Ottawa.  "Marquis,"  nuiuljcrcd  1G3.0,  a 
bright  Via}',  seven  years  old.  seventeen  hands  high, 
and  weighing  "2,000  [lonnds.  was  imported  in  liS82, 
by  \'irgin  A:  Co..  of  F.-iirbui'y.  Tlic  former  was 
pnrcha.«ed  by  Mr.  Rile\  wlu-n  three  years  of  age, 
and  the  latter  when  two.  ()nr(ifhi>  colts  wlien 
six  months  old  weighed  '.U'.O  iioiuids.  and  is  owned 
by  J.-imes  Bergen,  of  Ch.-irlotte  Township.  He  is 
cou^idercl|  one  of  the  finest  colls  in  the  Stale. 

The  farm  i- located  about  oin>  rmd  oiic-half  miles 
from  the  town  limits  (jf  Kore.-I,  and  bc.-idrs  the 
liiMid.sonie  ri-ii|cii.(.  .-mil  <jut-l)nildings  I  Ik  re  is  m  line 
orchard  livi;  acres  in  extent,  and  all  (hi'  oMiei-  ap- 
purU-nance-  of  ;i  firsl-cla-s  loiintry  c-.slalc.  Mr. 
Klley.  with  hh  family,  liclongs  to  the  I'ldlcsUinl 
Kpisco|Kd  Chineb.  and  i-  a  genlliniaii  who  lias 
alwjiy-  Uiken  an  active  inti'ic«l  in  tlic  imbjir  allairs 
of  his  lownsliij).  i-oiitril'Mlinu'  liberally  to  the   main- 


tenance .and  support  of  its  educational  and  religious 
institutions.  In  i)olitics  Mr.  Rilej'  has  always  been 
a  stanch  Ixepnblican.  Ijnt  has  never  been  an  ottice- 
scekcr. 

(,1LLIAM  SELLMYER  is  a  young  man  who 
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has  always  followed  the  vocation  of  a  far- 
'/%'  nier,  and  considering  the  circumstances 
which  have  surrounded  him,  has  succeeded  better 
than  most  men  of  his  age.  He  has  closely  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  interests  of  Sauneniiu  Town- 
sliii),  and  is  one  of  its  most  promising  citizens. 

Mr.  Sellmyer  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  has  le- 
sided  in  the  State  all  his  life.  He  was  born  in  La- 
Salle County  on  the  10th  of  March,  18.58,  and  is 
the  son  of  Joseph  and  Frances  Sellmyer,  both  (_>f 
whom  were  born  in  German}',  but  early  in  life 
came  to  America.  In  1874  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  when  they  came  and  settled  in 
Livingston  Cotmty,  locating  in  Odell  Township, 
where  the  father  died  on  the  22d  of  November, 
188.5.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  in 
Odell  Township.  To  his  parents  were  born  twelve 
children,  of  whom  five  are  deceased.  The  living 
arc  named  as  follows:  Emma,  William  M.,  Eliza- 
beth, Mary,  Annie,  Eva  and  John.  In  his  youth 
our  subject  had  few  opportunities  of  attending 
school,  and  .is  a  consequence  received  but  a  limited 
education.  His  entire  life  has  been  spent  upon  a 
farm,  and  he  has  alwaj's  entered  u|ion  that  work 
with  zeal  and  earnestness. 

On  the  4th  of  April,  1883,  Mr.  Sellmyer  was 
married  to  Mary  Fisher,  of  LaSalle  County,  111., 
who  was  born  tm  the  1st  of  April,  18G;!.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Joiiu  and  Gertrude  Fisher,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Germany,  and  at  present  are 
lesidents  of  LaSalle  County,  this  State.  Her  par- 
ents are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which 
they  are  unich  devoted.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Sellmyer 
lia,\c  one  child,  liorn  on  the  .'id  of  November,  1885, 
upon    whom    lliey    have  conferred  the  name  of  Jo- 

s..pl,. 

Mr.  SclliMver  owns  13.S  acres  of  land  lying  in 
Owrgo  Tiiwiiship.  and  to  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  this  faini  lu;  devotes  his  entire  atten- 
tion, and    has  ahead}'  nnide  considerable    improve- 
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niont  of  a  sul)stanti:il  nature.  In  politio.-  .Mr. 
Sellmyer  is  Democratic,  and  votes  and  woiics  witii 
that  pai'tj'  witliont  the  hojjc  or  expectation  of  re- 
ward in  the  nature  of  oflit'e.  He  and  his  wife  arc 
consistent  members  of  the  Catholic  C'lmrfh,  and  de- 
vote of  their  time  and  means  liberal]}'  to  its  susten- 
ance. Mr.  Sellmyer  is  3'et  a  young  man,  but  has 
already  well  established  liimself  in  the  confidenco  of 
his  fellow-citizens. 


BRAIIAM  FUNK.  After  a  lon.ii  and  active 
life  the  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  is  now  a  re- 
tired farmer  residing  in  the  city  of  Odell. 
He  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Ya.,  near 
Staunton,  on  the  23d  of  October,  181 9,  and  was  the 
eldest  in  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to  Chris- 
tian and  Susanna  (Roadifer)  Funk,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Rockingham  County,  ^'a.,  where  they  were 
born,  reared  and  married. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Henry  and  Susanna  (Fry)  Funk,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  great-grandfather  on  this  side  was 
also  named  Henry,  the  original  spelling  of  his  sur- 
name being  Funck,  which  form  of  orthography  ])re- 
vailed  down  to  the  present  generation.  He  was 
one  of  five  lirothers  who  came  to  America  from 
Switzerland  just  before  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  it  is  believed  thnt  the  entire  descent  was  from 
these  five  brothers.  Two  of  them  were  soldiers  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  after  which  they  scat- 
tered, and  from  tliem  sprung  the  branch  to  which 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  belongs.  The  one  from 
whom  he  descends  was  a  Mennonite  preacher,  and 
the  inclinations  are  all  in  that  direction.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents,  William  and  Catherine  (Sho- 
walter)  Roadifer,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  of  German  descent,  the  name  being  originally 
spelled  Rodehafer,  but  Americanized  to  its  present 
orthographj^  Catherine  Siiowalter's  father  came 
from  Switzerland  about  the  time  the  Funks  emi- 
grated, and  lived  on  the  Susquehanna  River  during 
tlie  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  Abraham  Funk  u:is  a  f:u'nu'r  by 
occupation,  although  a  blacksmith  by  tiade,  and 
followed  the  latter  in  his  younger  days,  la  1820 
4'  — 


he  moved  to  Fairfield  County.  Ohio,  and  in  ISI'.Mo 
LaSalle  County.  111.,  where  lie  spent  his  declining 
years  engaged  in  fanning.  He  died  on  the  2!)th  of 
August,  IS.'iC,  and  his  widow  survived  him  until 
Jan.  2.S,  1  ssT.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a 
car|)enter.  He  was  fairly  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  those  days,  anil  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  while  his  parents  were  residing  in  Fairfield 
County,  Ohio,  he  left  home  to  do  for  himself.  For 
three  j-ears  following  he  followed  his  trade  and  then 
engaged  in  farming,  which  has  been  his  occupation 
ever  since. 

April  2!),  1841,  Mr.  F.  married  Rliss  Mai'garet 
Hutchinson,  who  was  born  in  Fairfield  County. 
Ohio,  on  the  10th  of  May.  1822,  and  was  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to 
James  and  Margaret  (Logan)  Hutchinson,  natives 
of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.  James  Hutchinson 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  one  of  the 
very  earliest  settlers  of  Ohio.  In  1850  Mr.  Funk 
and  his  wife  left  Ohio,  and  coming  to  LaSalle 
County,  111.,  bought  a  farm  near  Streator,  upon 
which  the}'  lived  until  18GG,  when  he  sold  out  and 
bought  a  farm  six  miles  east  of  Odell,  where  he  re- 
mained for  fifteen  years.  In  1883  he  bought  a 
home  in  the  city,  and  retired  from  active  life.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Funk  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  six 
boys  and  four  girls,  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
James  H.  was  born  PY-b.  15,  1842;  Nancj' was  born 
April  3,  1843,  and  died  Aug.  29,  1852;  David  A. 
was  born  March  28, 184G;  Christian,  Dec.  2!),  1848: 
Mary  F:.,  March  2,  1851 :  William  Albert,  Feb.  25, 
1854:  Rhoda  A.,  Oct.  20,  1856;  Warren  L.,  Oct. 
15,1858,  Sarah  Alice,  J.an.  18,  1.SG2,  and  Arthur 
A.,  Nov.  28,  1864.  Nine  of  them  are  living,  and 
all  married  but  Warren  and  Arthur,  who  aic  in 
Minnesota  engaged  in  professional  life. 

Mr.  F"'unk  has  always  been  a  |ii-omini'nt  man  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lives.  In  LaSalle 
County  he  served  as  Road  Commissioner,  Assessor, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  School  Directin-  and  Trustee. 
Since  residing  in  this  county  he  h.as  kept  out  of 
ofHce  as  much  as  possible.  He  h.as  not  been  an  act- 
ive man  in  polities,  l)ut  his  votes  have  been  cist 
for  the  Whig  and  Republican  tickets  for  forty- 
seven  years.     His  first  vote  was  cast  for  (ien.  Will- 
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iain  IJenrv  Harrison  for  President,  and  he  has 
voted  for  every  AVhig  and  Republican  candidate 
for  that  hijrh  oIKee  since,  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Ciiureh,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
Trustee,  and  h:xs  for  years  been  an  active  Christian 
worker. 


^: 


f  OHN  CHKIST.MANN.  In  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  illustrated  one  of  tlic  great  ad- 
vantages of  this  country.  He  came  from 
(iermany  a  few  years  ago  without  means  ami 
witiiout  friends  to  help  him  in  making  a  start,  ami 
to-day.  he  owns  a  most  excellent  farm  which  is 
equipped  with  all  the  necessary  buildings  for  the 
comfort  of  his  family,  and  the  protection  of  his 
domestic  animals  and  farm  products.  On  another 
page  of  this  work  is  shown  a  view  of  Mr.  Christ- 
mann's  homestead.  This  is  perhaps  the  only  coun- 
try in  which  such  ends  could  be  accomplished  in  so 
short  a  time,  even  with  the  same  energy  and  enter- 
prise disi>layed  by  Mr.  Christmann  ;  the  only  coun- 
try in  which  the  adopted  citizen  has  an  equal  chance 
in  all  the  affairs  (.if  life  with  the  native  citizen,  foi 
he  lakes  his  place  without  discrimination  or  preju- 
dice, and  has  equal  privileges  with  those  to  the 
iniinor  born.  -Mr.  Christmann  has  acted  well  his 
IKirt  in  the  land  of  his  adoption,  and  has  his  reward 
ill  a  comfortable  home  among  an  intelligent  ami 
Christian  people.  It  is  of  such  citizens  that  Illinois 
is  largely  composed. 

Mr.  Chri>tmanirs  farm  is  located  in  Duiglit 
Township,  which  is  noted  for  its  good  farms  and 
progressive  farmeis.  The  father  <>{  JMr.  Cliristmiuni 
wa.s  Peter  Christina;iii.  of  Ilochstclten.  (Mirnany. 
who  wns  a  cooper  Ity  trade.  He  was  the  fntliei'  (if 
seven  children — .lacob.  I'elei-.  Ilcniy.  Conrad. 
Jacobiiia.  .Margaret  and  .lohn.  of  whom  foui-  of  the 
bnjtbers — lleniv,  .lohn.  Jacob  and  Peter — came  to 
this  country.  Henr^'  went  t(j  California  :in<l  no  in- 
telligence has  been  received  fioMi  liiuj  forlucnty 
year*. 

John  Christmann  wjis  born  in  IKI/i.  in  llocli- 
)tt«lt«n,  (jermany,  where  he  received  a  good  eom- 
nioii-seliool  education,  and  learned  the  ludiments 
(A  farming,  remaining  till  twenty -one  years  of  age, 


when,  in  the  year  1866,  he  came  to  this  country  and 
began  farming.  In  1879  he  married  Miss  Barbara, 
daughter  of  George  S.  Burger,  of  Grundy  County, 
111.,  formerly  a  resident  of  Germany.  To  them 
have  been  born  four  bright  and  intelligent  children  : 
Louie  .1.,  George  M.,  Margaret  E.  and  Fred  L.  In 
1878  Mr.  Christmann  bought  the  farm  on  which  he 
is  now  located,  consisting  of  160  acres  of  land, 
located  near  Dwight,  and  on  which  he  is  pleasantly 
situated  and  comfortably  surrounded. 

Through  his  own  efforts,  cordiallj^  seconded  by 
those  of  his  wife,  Mr.  Christmann  has  accumulated 
a  handsome  property,  which  is  not  only  valuable 
but  affords  him  the  means  of  making  an  excellent 
livelihood  for  himself  and  those  dependent  upon 
iiim.  In  i)olitical  matters  Mr.  Christmann  acts 
with  the  Democratic  party,  but  not  from  selfish 
motives,  as  he  has  never  been  a  seeker  after  office. 
On  account  of  his  ability  and  interest  in  educational 
matters  he  has  been  chosen  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  of  Dwight  Township.  He  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are 
active  participants  in  the  affairs  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  which  they  belong.  He  is  a  sturdy,  good 
citizen,  meriting  and  receiving  the  esteem  and  re- 
spect of  his  neighbors. 


s^  AMU  EL  S.  ROGER.S,  proprietor  and  offi- 
mine  host  of  the  Fairbury  House, 
fit  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  Fourth 
streets,  pnrch.ased  this  property  in  1868, 
;ind  after  his  location  here  was  at  once  recognized 
as  a  valuable  accession  to  the  community.  He  is 
a  gentleman  of  good  family,  possesses  the  quality 
of  sound  c(jnunon  sense,  and  seems  finely  adapted 
to  his  elioseu  calling. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  town  of  Peru,  Clin- 
ton Co.,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of 
.I.unes  and  Sarah  (Keese)  Rogers,  who  were  among 
llie  most  worthy  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
.lames  R(jgers  first  saw  light  in  the  town  made  illus- 
trious liy  the  birth,  in  1790,  of  the  great  States- 
man,   Daniel  Webster,   Marshfield,  Mass.,   and    iu 
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early  manhood  followed  farming  for  a  iiuniber  of 
years.  Later  he  interested  himself  in  mercantile 
pursuits,  and  traveled  in  the  interests  of  a  Boston 
iron  foundrj%  selling  plows.  He  first  introduceil 
into  the  States  of  Maine,  Vermont  and  New  Ilanii)-  . 
shire  the  cast-iron  plow,  which  was  the  first  inno- 
vation over  the  old  wooden  ini[)leuient  with  which 
the  agriculturists  of  New  England  laboriously 
turned  the  sod.  He  subsequentlj-  came  to  the 
West,  and  spent  his  last  years  at  Fairbnry,  111.,  his 
death  taking  place  about  1868.  While  in  Jlassa- 
ehusetts  and  upt)n  retiring  from  his  position  as  a 
traveling  salesman,  he  purchased  hotel  property, 
and  at  a  cost  of  IslOO  put  up  a  sign  which  was 
simply  lettered  "  The  Boston  Hotel.  J.  Rogers." 
Upon  going  to  Augusta,  Me.,  he  was  first  identi- 
fied with  the  Attean  Land  Association,  and  super- 
intended the  manufacture  of  lumber  which,  with 
logs,  he  rafted  down  the  River  Kennebec  to  market 
at  Bath.  He  then  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Augusta  and  invested  a  considerable  sum  of  monej- 
in  600  acres  of  land  in  Kennebec  County.  He  re- 
mained in  that  region  until  the  spring  of  1862,  an<l 
then  came  to  this  county,  after  which  he  live<l 
mostly  retired  from  active  labor. 

Samuel  S.  Rogers  completed  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  remained  in  the  cit3', 
employed  at  clerking  for  several  years.  H^e  then 
located  in  Augusta,  Jle.,  and  entering  into  partner- 
ship with  his  brother-in-law,  John  J.  Fuller,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Fuller  <fe  Rogers,  carried  oil  for 
ten  years  following  a  prosperous  trade  in  groceries. 
Thej'  sold  out  in  1860,  and  our  subject  came  to 
Fairburj',  where  he  was  engaged  as  salesman  and 
accountant  for  about  ten  years.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  with  Henry  Kingman,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Kingman  &  Rogers,  until  1876, 
when  he  sold  out  to  take  possession  of  his  hotel,  the 
Fairbury  House,  which  is  considered  the  best  hotel 
in  this  part  of  the  countr3',  and  those  who  put  up 
there  once  invariably  return  to  it  if  they  can  by 
any  means,  make  it  convenient  to  do  so.  Mine 
host  gives  the  utmost  attention  to  the  comfort  of 
his  guests,  and  the  house  is  kept  up  in  a  first-class 
manner. 

Mr.  Rogers,  while  a  resident  of  Augusta,  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss   Louisa    Norris,  July 


14,  1854,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren—Henry II.  and  ALabel.  Henry  H.,  a  sturlious 
and  intelligent  youlii,  w^as  graduated  from  the  Na- 
val Academy  at  Ainia|)olis,  iMd.,  Imt.  on  account 
of  ti\e  attacks  of  sea-sickness  wiiicii  lie  invariably 
e.vperiencCd  on  the  water,  was  obliged  to  abandon 
the  profession  which  he  had  hoped  to  follow  in  life. 
He  then  entered  the  Medical  School  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  where  he  remained  two  years,  after  which 
he  spent  two  years  in  teaching,  and  then  entered 
the  Medical  School  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  was 
graduated.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine near  Bloomington,  111.,  but  finding  it  uncon- 
genial to  his  tastes,  he  resumed  teaching,  and  is  now 
Principal  of  the  school  at  Highland  Park,  Cook 
County.  Mabel,  a  bright  and  intelligent  young 
lady,  was  graduated  from  the  Fairbury  High  School 
and  completed  her  studies  at  the  Wesleyan  College 
at  Bloomington.  The  mother  of  these  children  de- 
parted this  life  at  her  home  in  Fairbur\',  Nov.  17. 
1870,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  cem- 
etery at  that  (jlace. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  a  second  time  married,  March 
26,  1872,  to  Mrs.  Caroline  A.  (Straight)  Mattoon, 
who  was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  Feb. 
18,  1836,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Arby  P.  and  Plii- 
lena  -(Simmons)  Straight,  natives  of  Washington 
Connty,  N.  Y.  Both  parents  were  born  in  1803, 
and  are  still  living,  the  father  a  hale  and  intelligent 
old  gentleman,  and  the  mother  possessing  much  of 
the  activity  of  her  early  life.  Mr.  Straight  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  the  parental 
household  included  twelve  children,  namely :  Em- 
ily A.,  now  Mrs.  N.  C.  Johnson ;  Mar3%  Mrs.  James 
H.  Odell;  Alonzo  A.,  Levi  F.,  David  E.,  Rnfus  C. 
Caroline  A.,  William  J.,  Hiram  J.,  Milton  H.,  Le- 
ander  L.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

Mrs.  Rogers  received  her  earh'  education  in  the 
little  log  school-house  near  her  home  in  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  first  married  in  1857, 
her  husband  being  Franklin  A.  Mattoon,  who  died 
in  1861.  Her  two  children  by  this  marriage  were 
Mary  and  F.  Glenn.  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  William 
M.  Butler,  of  Cairo,  111.,  and  the  mother  of  one 
child,  a  son.  Comfort.  Mr.  Butler  was  graduated 
from  the  Law  School  of  Albany,  N.  Y..  and  is  now 
State's    Attorney  of    Alexander    Connty,  III.     F. 
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Glemi  is  located  at  Hancock.  IXik..  uli.ie  he  has 
lH*eii  employed  in  fannins  iiiul  tc.-irhinu  <luriii»  tho 
last  seven  yeai-s. 

Mi-s.  Caroline  A.  Roger-  was  a  teatliev  in  the 
Hiirh  School  of  Fairliurv  for  a  period  of  ten  years. 
ami  a  lady  greatly  belovetl  for  her  rare  virtnes  and 
amiability.  Her  danghter  Mary  possesses  the  lov- 
.nlile  traits  of  her  mother,  and  like  her.  became  a 
teacher,  in  which  profession  she  was  eng.nged  six 
ycai-s  befoi'e  her  marriage. 

Our  subject,  politically,  is  a  Republican  of  the 
first  water,  and  although  not  connected  with  any 
church  organization,  is  one  of  the  stanchest  friends 
of  morality  and  eilucation.  Mrs.  Rogers  is  a  Meth- 
odist, and  an  active  member  of  the  ciuirch  at  Fair- 
Imrv.  111. 


Ji    German   Empire  tin 
I    industrious,    frugal 
■    Their  country  is  sit 


OSKPH  PROKSEL.  of  the  n.-itives  of  the 
il  German  Empire  the  Bavarians  stand  as  an 
and  intelligent  people, 
ituated  favorably  for  the 
production  of  hardy  men  and  women,  such  as  only 
mountainous  countries  can  produce.  The  climate 
of  Bavaria,  notwithstanding  the  mountainous  typog- 
raphy of  the  country,  is  temperate  and  exceed- 
ingly salubrious,  .and  h.os  a  tendcnc}-  to  produce 
robustness.  The  people  of  the  country  districts  are 
.■igricnlturi>ts  and  cattle  misers,  and  are  very  thor- 
ough in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  Public  instruc- 
tion is  somewhat  more  limited  in  Bav.aria  than  in 
srime  of  the  c>tlier  (ierman  States,  but  upon  the 
whole  the  people  are  inteliigenl  and  f;iir!y  well  edu- 
cated. 

The  subject  of  llii>  skctili,  wlio  is  a  farmer  on  sec- 
tion oOiif  Pontiac  Township,  is  u  n.ctivc  of  liavari:!, 
where  he  wa-  Ijoi'u  on  the  I.Olli  of  .lunc  \S27,  .•mil 
i>  the  son  of  George  and  jMagil.ilcnc  I'ldcMJ,  Ijoth 
of  (ierman  nativity.  He  reeciviil  all  llie  advnii- 
Uige>  of  :i  common-school  cdu<-!ition  [xissible  in  liis 
native  land,  and  In  his  eighteenth  ycjir  accompanie<l 
his  parent.'^  when  tbcy  cmigr.'ited  to  America.  I'.-is- 
rage  was  L-iken  at  Bremen  on  n  s-iiling-vch.>-e!.  ;ind 
afler  a  lerii|)«.'-tnon.i  voyage  of  .si.vty-two  days  they 
landed    in  New  York  City.     'J'lience  tlicy  .secured 


passage  on  a  boat  up  the  Hudson  River  to  Albany, 
and  from  there  took  an  Erie  Canal  boat  to  Buffalo. 
re<iuiring  two  weeks  to  make  the  trip  from  New 
York  to  that  place.  From  the  latter  citj'  they  took 
(wssage  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes  to  Chicago, 
which  they  reached  in  ten  days,  and  settled  in  Niles 
Township,  Cook  County,  where  the  father  died  in 
August.  188-1;  the  mother  still  resides  in  Cook 
County,  111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  in  Cook 
County  until  1864,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  located  in  Owego  Town- 
slii(),  and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  18G!), 
when  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  on  section  30, 
Pontiac  Township.  He  was  married,  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1849,  to  Miss  Miirgaret  AUes.  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Cook 
County.  Her  parents  were  Wendell  and  Margaret 
(Wagner)  Alles,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who 
emigrated  to  America  about  the  year  1834,  and  a 
few  years  later  settled  in  Cook  County.  With  their 
family  of  seven  children  they  landed  in  New  York 
and  remained  two  years  in  that  city,  where  the 
father  was  employed  at  his  trade  of  blacksmithing. 
In  1836  the}'  started  for  Chicago,  going  b}-  the 
Hudson  River  and  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and 
thence  by  the  Lakes  in  a  vessel  to  Chic.igo,  where 
they  arrived  in  four  weeks.  Mr.  Alles  with  his 
family  settled  seventeen  miles  north  of  the  city  on 
what  was  then  knovvn  as  Gross  Point,  but  at  a  later 
day  was  named  New  Drear,  and  was  the  first  Ger- 
man settler  in  that  p.art  of  Cook  County.  He  built 
the  first  log  Catholic  Church,  and  is  buried  with 
his  wife  on  the  grounds  where  the  Church  stood. 
He  was  an  industrious,  enterprising  m.an,  .and  ac- 
cumulated a  good  property. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Proeselhave  been  born  five  chil- 
dren, recorded  as  follows:  George  J.  lives  atGales- 
burg,  111.;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Graber,  of 
Pontiac;  Catherine  is  the  wife  of  E.  F.  .Schultz,  of 
Pontiac;  .lohn  W.  lives  in  Champaign,  and  VV'iiliam 
.1.  :il  liiiinc.  Mr.  Proesel  owns  153  acres  of  good 
hiiid,  whieii  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiv.ation.  In 
politicnl  matteis  he  is  very  independent  and  has  not 
lately  alliliated  with  either  of  tiie  old  party  organ- 
izations. He  h.as  held  several  res|)onsible  official 
positions,  including  three  terms  or   nine  years  as 
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School  Director  in  Pontiae  T'owiiship,  and  Assessor 
one  term  :ind  School  Dii-ector  one  term  in  Oweyo 
Township.  lie  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  ('lunch,  while  he  and  his  wife  occupy  an 
enviable  position  in  society  by  which  they  are  snr- 
rounded.  A  view  of  the  home  of  Mi',  and  Mrs. 
Proesel  is  shown  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


ON.  C'lIRISTOrHER  C.  STRAWN,  of  the 
firm  of  Strawn  &  Patton,  attorneys-at-law, 
Pontiae,  is  one  of  the  notalile  men  of  Illi- 
nois. His  legal  experience  embiaccs  a  pe- 
riod of  neai'ly  twenty-five  years,  during  which  time 
he  has  been  the  conservator  of  important  interests 
and  has  had  an  opportnnity  of  developing  his  nat- 
ural talent  in  the  field  to  which  he  seems  remarka- 
bly adapted.  He  is  a  man  of  general  culture,  and 
has  a  fine  and  discriminating  taste  in  literature,  and 
this,  together  with  his  marked  legal  talent,  places 
him  in  the  front  rank,  not  only  of  his  profession, 
but  in  the  refined  social  circles,  where  he  is  a  gen- 
eral favorite.  He  presents  a  finely  developed  man- 
hood, being  in  the  prime  of  life  and  of  fine  per- 
sonal appearance.  In  political  circles,  although  un- 
restrained by  party  lines  and  nearl}'  gaining  the 
appellation  of  an  Independent,  his  leanings  are 
strongly  towai'd  Republican  principles. 

Mr.  Strawn  is  a  native  of  LaSalle  Countj',  this 
State,  and  was  born  in  Ottawa,  Aug.  22,  1841.  The 
Strawn  family  for  nearly  a  century  has  been  noted 
throughout  the  West,  where  its  members  have  been 
largely'  engaged  as  farmers  and  stock-breeders,  and 
have  possessed  robust  health,  fine  constitutions  and 
great  integrity-  in  their  business  transactions.  The 
parents  of  Christopher  C,  Eli  and  Eleanor  (Broad- 
dus)  Strawn,  were  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and 
Virginia.  His  paternal  grandparents,  Jeremiah  and 
Hannah  (Boucher)  Strawn.  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  was  also  the  great-grandfather,  Isaiah, 
who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry.  Almost  without  ex- 
ception the  members  of  the  family  were  agricult- 
urists and  stock-raisers  for  several  generations. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Lunsford  Broaddus,  who  for  many  years  conducted 
a  tobacco  plantation  in  Virginia,  which  was  worked 
by  slaves.  He  was  a  man  of  much  philanthrophy, 
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and  being  convinced  that  the  "peculiar  institution" 
was  radically  wrong,  libeiated  his  slaves  and  re- 
moved to  the  free  North,  taking  up  his  location  in 
Lacon,  Marshall  Connty,  this  State.  Here  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming  extensively,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  iiis   life,    his    d<'atii    takiiiu    place    in 

iscr.. 

Jeremiah  Strawn  removed  from  his  native  State 
to  Illinois  in  1830,  settling  in  Putnam  County,  and 
engaged  largely  in  faiining.  During  the  Black 
Hawk  War  he  officiated  as  Quartermaster,  and  about 
18.57  removed  to  Ottawa,  where  he  lived  retired 
from  active  labor  imtil  his  death  in  1883.  He  had 
three  brothers  who  also  settled  in  Illinois.  These 
were,  Jacob,  who  went  to  Morgan  County;  John, 
who  settled  in  Marshall  County,  and  Joel,  in  LaSalle 
County.  All  were  extensive  stockmen  and  far- 
mers, and  all  reared  large  families  and  liccanie 
prominent  in  the  counties  where  thej'  lived. 

Eli,  the  father  of  our  subject,  settled  in  Ottawa 
when  Comparatively  young  in  j'ears,  and  like  the 
other  men  of  his  familj-,  also  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  until  resting  from  his  eartiil3'  la- 
bors, his  death  taking  place  in  1887.  The  wife  and 
mother  had  preceded  her  husband  to  the  silent  land 
about  thirty-six  years  before,  her  death  taking  place 
in  1861.  Of  their  six  children,  Louisa  died  in  in- 
fancy: Christopher  C,  our  subject,  was  next  in  or- 
der of  birth ;  Franklin  settled  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  stock- 
men of  Kansas;  Martha,  Mrs.  Barry,  is  residing  in 
Chicago;  Nancy,  Mrs.  Thompson,  is  the  wife  of  a 
prominent  business  man  of  Lacon,  Marshall  County; 
Henry  is  engaged  extensivelj-  as  a  horse  dealer  in 
Kansas,  and  Douglas,  who  died  when  a  youth.  Eli 
Strawn,  like  his  brothers,  secured  wealth  and  prom- 
inence, and  held  the  various  local  offices,  rejjresent- 
ing  his  township  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
was  frequently  called  to  positions  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. He  was  Republican  in  politics,  and 
with  his  estimable  wife,  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Christopher  C.  Strawn  spent  hi>  lioyliood  upon 
his  father's  farm,  near  the  city  of  Ottawa,  pursuing 
his  studies  in  the  common  schools  until  a  youth  of 
eighteen  years.  He  then  entered  the  Northwestern 
LTniversity  at  Evanston.      In  18G0  he  left    this  in 
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stitutioii  to  attend  the  Law  School,  at  Albany,  N. 
Y..  but  in  February  following  was  called  home  on 
account  of  the  serious  illness  of  his  mother,  and 
which  illness  resulted  in  her  death.  After  the  du- 
ties attendant  upon  this  sad  interval,  he  commenced 
readinof  law  in  the  offiee  of  Wallace  it  Dickey. 
where  he  continued  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Ue- 
bellion.  In  April,  under  the  first  call  for  troops, 
he  enlisted  in  the  three-months  service,  from  La- 
Salle  County,  in  Company  I,  11th  Illinois  Infantry. 
with  which  he  served  his  time,  and  then,  anxious 
to  pui-sue  his  chosen  profession,  returned  home  and 
resumed  his  studies  in  the  office  of  Arrington  ifc  Dent, 
of  Ciiieago. 

Young  Strawn  was  admitted  to  the  bar  m  Janu- 
ary. 1863,  not  long  after  reaching  his  majority.  Me 
entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Chi- 
cago, continued  there  until  1804.  and  the  j'ear  fol- 
lowing pr.acticed  in  Ottawa.  He  then  removed  to 
Omaha.  Neb.,  .ind  was  there  also  a  year.  In  18()7 
he  located  in  Pontiac,  and  soon  afterward  was  ap- 
pointed by  Gov.  Palmer  to  the  office  of  State's  At- 
torney for  the  old  Twentieth  Judicial  Circuit,  to 
fill  a  vacancy.  The  duties  of  this  office  he  dis- 
charged with  great  energj-  and  abilit_v.  He  has 
since  that  time  been  steadily  rising  in  tlie  profes- 
sion, and  now  ranks  among  the  foremost  lawyers (jf 
Illinois.  Of  late  3-ears  he  has  won  much  credit  and 
a  fine  income  in  the  man.igernent  of  large  real  es- 
t;ite  interests  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  LaSalle  County 
and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State.  In  the  pur- 
suance of  difficult  and  intricate  litigation  he  has 
been  successful  where  the  majority  would  have 
failed,  on  aco^unt  of  his  peculiar  faculty  for  feiret- 
ing  out  every  fact  and  circumstance  .attending  each 
ti-ans.iction  which  would  benefit  Ills  side  of  the  case. 
Jt  is  this  persistence,  together  with  his  general 
knowledge  of  common  law  and  his  remarkable  mem- 
ory, that  have  given  him  such  sign.il  success.  The 
extent  of  his  business  transactions  necessitated  tlii' 
o|»ening  by  Mr.  Strawn  of  an  office  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  ami  in  connection  with  his  [lartner,  Mr, 
(i.  \V.  Patloii,  a  very  promising  and  rapidly  rising 
lawyer  of  Pontiac.  he  attends  to  a  constantly  in- 
creasing amount  of  profes-ional  business  at  both 
cities.  At  rare  intervals  .Mr.  Strawn  has  turned 
aside  for  a  tilt  in  politics,   but   ha^  seldom  worked 
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well  in  party  harness,  being  too  independent  to 
please  tlie  machine  politicians. 

In  1878  Mr.  S.  was  a  candidate  for  Congress  on  the 
Greenback  ticket,  against  Col.  Greenbury  L.  Fort 
(Republican)  and  Thomas  M.  Shaw  (Democrat). 
The  Republican  majority  in  this  district  heretofore 
had  been  about  3. .500.  Mr.  .Strawn  made  a  very 
strong  canvass,  having  reduced  the  Republican  ma- 
jority to  a  minority  in  this  district.  Col.  Fort, 
however,  received  a  plurality  of  the  votes  cast,  and 
was  therefore  elected.  This  ripple  upon  the  cur- 
rent of  his  life  had  comparatively  little  effect  upon 
Mr.  Strawn,  and  he  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  with  his  law  practice,  successfully  and  thor- 
ougiil^'  as  before.  He  has  been  Cit}'  Attorney  of 
l\>ntiiic  many  times,  and  was  attorney  for  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  j^eriod  of  fourteen  years. 
The  firm  hitS  now  the  law  business  of  the  Chicago 
&  Alton,  the  Illinois  Central  and  the  Atchison,  To- 
peka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Comp.anies. 

The  ladj'  who  for  the  last  twenty-five  j'ears  has 
presided  witli  grace  and  dignity  over  the  home  of 
our  subject,  and  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Chi- 
cago in  1863,  w.as  formerly  Miss  Clara  F.,  daughter 
of  Maj.  John  B.  Bourvain,  late  of  that  city.  He 
served  in  the  army  of  the  First  N.apoleon  as  one  of 
his  bod^'gnard,  and  w.as  with  him  during  the  re- 
treat from  Moscow  and  in  the  last  fatal  battle,  that 
of  Waterloo.  To  JNIr.  and  Mrs.  Strawn  there  have 
l)een  boni  four  children,  of  whom  only  two  are  liv- 
ing— Ldiiis  F.  and  Roscoe  B. 

Hon.  C.  C.  Strawn  stands  high  in  the  legal  pro- 
fession of  Illinois,  but  better  than  all,  he  is  regarded 
as  an  honest  man,  conscientious  in  his  labors,  and 
as  a  citizen,  a  man  generally  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  his  community,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  his  portrait  in  this  volume. 


,f/OHN  HARRIS.  Livingston  County  con. 
tains  among  her  citizens  quite  a  number  who 
were  born  in  Kngland,  and  chose  to  av.ail 
llienisclves  of  the  opportunities  this  country 
affords  for  Ijeconiing  ample  land-holders.  Of  these 
we  give  with  pleasure  a  biographical  sketch  of  Mr. 
Harris,  who  is  a  representative    farmer  and  slock 
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raiser  of  Sauiiemiti  Township.  Our  subject  was 
born  ill  Devonshire,  England,  in  the  spring  of  1849, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Mary  Harris,  both 
natives  of  England. 

In  the  spring  of  18.51  William  and  Maiy  Harris 
emigrated  to  America,  and  immediatel3'  coining  to 
Illinois,  settled  in  LaSalle  County.  There  the}-  re- 
mained five  years,  and  then  came  to  Livingston 
County  where  they  settled  in  Owego  Township, 
and  established  for  themselves  a  comfortable  home, 
where  they  resided  for  several  years.  Thej'  then 
removeil  to  Saunemin  Township,  where  they  pur- 
chased and  lived  on  the  farm  now  owned  bj'  Joshna 
Chesebro,  and  subsequently  the  father  moved  to 
Normal,  III.,  where  he  now  resides.  The  parents 
had  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are 
now  living — William  T.,  Thomas  Y.,  John.  Mary, 
James  and  Wesley.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  in  February,  1869,  and  the  father  was  married 
a  second  time,  to  Miss  Marj'  Miller,  who  bore  him 
one  child,  whom  thej^  named  Nettie. 

Our  subject  having  come  to  Illinois  when  but 
two  or  three  years  of  age,  has  virtually  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  State  since  he  was  old  enough  to  re- 
member. While  a  boy  he  attended  the  common 
schools  of  this  county,  at  which  he  received  a  very 
fair  education.  He  early  began  to  learn  the  de- 
tails of  farm  work,  and  has  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer  all  his  life.  On  the  8th  of  January, 
1870,  Mr.  Harris  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Boyd, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  who  was  born  in  Decem- 
ber, 18.51.  .She  is  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and 
Annie  Boj'd,  who  are  both  natives  of  Ireland,  and 
now  reside  in  Buffalo  Count}',  Neb.  They  have 
nine  children  living — Benjamin,  Mary,  Alexander, 
Elizabeth,  James,  William,  Thomas,  Anna  and  John. 
Sadie  is  deceased,  having  died  Aug.  9,  1887,  aged 
nineteen  years  and  six  months.  Six  children  have 
been  the  result  of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Harris  and 
Miss  Boyd,  and  their  names  and  dates  of  birth  are 
as  follows:  John  W.  was  born  Dec.  18,  1870;  Ben- 
jamin B.,  Dec.  21,  1872;  Harry  M..  April  17,  187.5; 
Annie  J.,  Jan.  27,  1878;  Arthur  L.,  April  3,  1881, 
and  Clarence  L.,  Aug.  1.3.  1887. 

Mr.  Harris'  farm  consists  of  eighty  acres  of  land 
which  is  veiy  productive  and  easy  of  cultivation. 
He  has  constructed  a  good  class  of  improvements 


and  been  successful  in  all  his  undertakings.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  he  has  officiated  as  Steward  and 
Trustee.  Politically  Mr.  Harris  is  a  Republican, 
regularly  voting  the  ticket,  and  approves  of  the 
platforms  adopted  by  that  party.  He  has  served 
the  people  of  his  scIkjoI  district  to  their  satisfaction 
as  a  Director  of  Schools.  He  and  his  wife  are 
both  highly  esteemed  members  of  society,  and  en- 
joy the  respect  of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 
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^?ILLIAM  REED,  an  ex-soldier  of  the  Union 
army,  and  now  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
farmers  of  Pleasant  Ridge  Township,  lo- 
cated on  theland  which  he  now  occupies  soon  after 
the  chjse  of  the  late  war.  He  has  a  farm  of  157 
acres  under  a  tine  state  of  cultivation,  and  supplied 
with  good  buildings,  while  in  addition  to  general 
agriculture,  he  has  given  considerable  attention  to 
the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  He  bears  the  reputation 
of  being  a  useful  and  reliable  citizen,  straightfor- 
ward and  enterprising,  and  has  contributed  his  full 
share  toward  the  building  up  of  the  township,  em- 
bellishing it  with  one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  the 
landscape. 

Some  of  the  finest  people  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley  emigrated  from  the  State  of  Ohio.  Of  this 
.State  our  subject  is  a  native,  and  born  in  Madi- 
son Township,  Fairfield  Count}',  May  12,  1829. 
He  is  the  son  of  Noah  and  Elizabeth  (Stahl)  Reed, 
who  vvere  born  in  Delaware,  the  father  in  1803,  and 
the  mother  a  few  years  later.  Noah  Reed  mi- 
grated to  Ohio  during  the  early  settlement  of  Fair- 
field County,  where  he  opened  up  a  farm  and  was  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  until  called  from  his  earthly 
labors,  his  death  taking  place  in  18.57.  The  mother 
had  crossed  over  the  river  several  years  before, 
while  a  young  woman.  She  was  a  lady  greatly  be- 
loved by  her  family  and  friends,  and  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chm'ch. 
Their  children  were  named  respectively :  Samuel, 
Maria,  Silas,  Catherine,  Josiah,  John,  NehemiaTi, 
William,  Eliza  and  Keziah. 

William  Reed  came  to  Illinois    in   the  spring   of 
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l85o,  when  a  young  man  twontv-^ix  years  of  age, 
anil  piirohasetl  forty  acre5  of  land  in  Pleasant  Ridge 
Township,  this  eonnty.  lie  followed  farming  until 
after  tiie  outbreak  of  the  late  war,  and  altliouiih  jii>i 
beginning  operations,  which,  if  interrupted,  wuulil 
entail  upon  hiui  great  inconvenience  and  |iiiilialilc 
K>.*s,  he  could  not  stifle  the  voice  of  con?ciciice  and 
duty,  and  offered  himself  to  tiie  Union  service, 
enlisting  in  Company  K,  l'2!ith  Illinois  Infantry. 
He  w.as  mustered  in  at  Ponti.-ic,  Aug.  2S.  1 86'2,  and 
served  for  three  years,  partici|)ating  in  all  the  prin- 
ciiKil  battles  of  the  southwest,  ami  many  of  tiiose  in 
the  Southeast.  They  were  first  detailed  to  the  latter 
section  of  countr}-,  where  the  regiment  met  the 
enemy  at  Resaca,  Ga.  They  afterward  went  into 
camp  at  Nashville,  and  in  October  tlicy  were  .-cut 
in  pursuit  of  Br.agg's  retreating  army.  jVfter  the 
engagements  at  Hurnt  Hickory.aiid  Buzzard's  Roost, 
the  company  of  which  Mr.  Keed  was  a  member 
was  detjiileil  as  .-i  part  of  the  guard  for  the  Chatta- 
nooga Railroad.  Although  sutTering  the  ordinaiy 
trials  and  hardships  of  army  life,  Jlr.  Reed  fortu- 
nately esca|H'd  serious  illness,  wounds  and  capture. 
and  at  the  clc-^e  of  the  war  received  his  honorable 
discharge  in  the  city  of  Washington,  1).  C.  on  the 
Xth  of  June,  Iftfi.'). 

Mr.  Reed,  upon  entering  the  army,  had  not  only 
left  his  properly,  but  a  wife  and  family,  lie  having 
been  married.  Feb.  10,  lS;i2,  to  Miss  Catlieiinc 
Veateh.  Mrs.  Reed,  like  her  iiusband,  was  liorn  in 
Ohio,  in  1.h;37,  and  of  their  union  wci(^  boiii  six- 
children,  namely:  Amos  W.,  Meliss:i :  .bilin,  who 
died  in  infancy;  .Sarah,  Robert  AV.  and  Inis  Ida. 
The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  ,it  iier  home, 
Fell.  22.  !«(;(;.  .She  was  a  lady  of  great  personal 
worth,  and  a  devoted  memlier  of  the  Methodist 
F.piscopal  Church.  Mr.  Reed  was  again  married, 
Aug.  4.  IHCT,  to  Mis.  Mary  L.  .Moorhead,  who  be- 
came till-  mother  of  three  children  :  Albert  .1,,  who 
w!i.«  born  .May  2.  lisCH;  Minnie  C,  M.-iy  12.  1871. 
and  (;eorge  \V..  Aug.  1.5.  1js7:1  This  ladydiedon 
the  10th  of  February,  1.S7<;,  a^'cd  lliirly-lwo  years 
an(|  thirteen  days. 

'I'hr-  pre:.ftnt  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  lie  w.is 
married  Oct.  14,  I  S7(;.  was  formerly  Mi^s  iJoui  A. 
Ortiiian.  a  lady  of  f.erman  ancestry,  who  was  boin 
III  fiermnny,  in  February.  1  M.OO.      Her  pnienls,  ,Io- 


seiih  ami  Dora  (Ilartman)  Ortmaii,  emigrated  to 
America  in  lSf)2.  locating  in  Rook's  Creek  Town- 
ship. nlu'r(>  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  but  only 
lived  iwo  ye:u'>  ril'tiT  crossing  the  Atlantic;  the 
mother  i.~  living  near  Chalsworth.  By  this  mar- 
riage .Mr.  Reed  became  the  father  of  three  children  : 
Joseph  (i.,  who  was  born  Feb.  10,  1879;  Maude, 
Fel).  28,  1881.  and  Laura  E.,  -Ian.  24,  1887. 


:ATHKR  IIAGAN,  the  Pa.stor  of  St.  Pat- 
:"s  Church,  Chats  worth,  was  liorii  in  Hol- 
land, Oct.  27.  1834,  and  was  educated 
for  the  priesthood  at  the  University  of  Uouvain  in 
Belgium,  one  of  the  most  noted  institutions  of 
learning  in  the  world,  ancl  was  in  a  class  of  '.17.5 
students.  Ho  was  ordained  as  a  priest  in  .Iul_v, 
18G.S,  at  Malines,  Belgium,  and  three  months  after 
graduating  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  where 
he  was  first  stationed  at  the  cathedral  .at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  subsequently  becoming  [lastor  of  St.  Joseph's 
German  Church,  Louisville. 

In  1874  the  subject  of  this  sketch  took  charge  of 
St.  Louis'  Church  at  Henderson,  Ky.,  and  from  there 
he  came  to  Bishop  Spaulding's  diocese,  in  Illinois, 
when  in  March,  1881,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
charge  at  Ch.atsworth  and  also  otHciated  through 
his  assistant  at  Piper  City,  F^)rest  and  Cullom.  The 
church  at  Chalsworth  was  built  in  18G4,  and  was 
dedicated  on  the  17th  of  March,  18Uo,  to  St.  Pat- 
rick, by  Rev.  Thomas  Roy,  President  of  St.  Visteur's 
College,  Kankakee.  The  church  is  a  frame  building 
costing  about  !iii4,000,  and  was  erected  under  the 
pastor.  Rev.  .Tohn  A.  F'anning,  of  Fairbury.  It  was 
made  an  independent  mission  July  22,  1867,  when 
Rev.  Roy  wa.s  succeeded  by  Rev.  L.  Moyihan. 

In  188;i  Father  Hagan  built  St.  Patrick's  Acad- 
emy ,Tl  Chalsworth,  at  which  six  sisters  are  em- 
ployed in  teacliing.  The  bnildini;  cost  over  >!10,000, 
and  the  average  attendance  is  ninety  students. 
Undei'  Father  Ilagan's  administration' all  theprop- 
eity  connected  with  llie  cluireh  has  been  materially 
inipi'o\ei|.  lie  has  reserved  grounds  adjoining  the 
.■leadeiny  on  which  to  erect  a  brick  church  linilding, 

the   conslrncti if    which    will    soon    be    begun. 

When  he  came  to  Ch,-il>w(irth  the  chnrcli  vvas  badly 


i 


t 


■♦- 


'^*K 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


1 003 


ill  debt,  but  by  advancing  $5,000  himself  the  debt 
was  liquidated  and  the  academy  and  piirsonage 
were  built,  and  now  Fatlier  IlagMii  offers  !!!o,000 
toward  the  ereetiun  of  a  new  Iniek  I'liurch.  The 
church  at  C'hatswortli  receives  as  much  service  as 
any  in  the  larger  cities,  tiicrc  being  on  each  Sunday 
Mass  t.vice,  two  sermons,  vespers,  benediction  and 
sjiecial  instruction.  Under  his  iinniediate  charge 
and  whose  spiritu.al  welfare  he  guju'ds,  there  are  1.00 
families  at  Chatsworth,  7.5  at  Piper  City,  95  at 
Culloin  and  15  at  Forest. 

Father  Il.agan  is  much  beloved  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  his  various  congregations,  over  whom  he 
wields  a  most  beueflceiit  inliuence.  He  is  .-i  man  of 
broad  and  progressive  ideas,  and  his  life  is  wrapt  up 
ill  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  his  church. 

A  view  of  8t.  Patrick's  Church,  Academy  and 
the  Pastor's  residence,  is  presented  in  this  work. 


^^KOHGE  15.  GRAY,  one  of  the  prominent 
[||  Q— ,  men  in  politic;il  and  church  matters  and 
^^^4'  public  affnirs  (_)f  Livingston  County,  is  a 
farmer,  stock  raiser  and  dealer  on  section  18,  Rook's 
Creek  Township.  He  is  the  son  of  Walter  and 
Eliza  (Calvert)  Gray,  and  was  born  on  the  .Jd  of 
October,  1834,  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.  lie  was 
married,  on  the  19th  of  November.  1  .s57,  to  iMartha 
A.  Boynton,  who  was  born  in  (iaincs,  Orleans 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  IGth  of  June,  1835,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Maiy  R.  (Baker)  Boyntuu. 

Mr.  Gray  came  to  Rook's  Creek  Township  on  the 
■2-2t\  of  March,  1858,  and  first  purchased  a  half  sec- 
tion of  hind  to  which  he  afterward  added  another 
half  section,  on  a  portion  of  which  (jraymont,  which 
was  named  in  his  honoi',  now  stands;  he  also  owns 
an  interest  in  a  stock  ranch  in  Montana.  Mr.  Gray 
and  his  wife  were  in  the  railroad  wreck  at  Chats- 
worth,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1887,  the  details  of 
which  shocked  the  world,  but  with  the  exception  of 
a  great  nervous  shock  to  Mrs.  Gray,  neither  re- 
ceived serious  injury. 

Mr.  Gray's  father  was  a  native  of  .Scotland,  wliei-e 
he  was  born  in  November,  1779,  and  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents,  George  and  Agnes  (Way, 


when  about  two  and  one-half  years  old.  They 
located  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  whei-e  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  ;i  fiiniiei-.  The 
grandfalher  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  who 
were  named  as  follows:  William,  John,  Andrew, 
A\'alter,  Micl-.ael,  George,  Margaret,  Ann  and  Bet- 
sey. William  married,  and  dying,  left  three  sons 
and  foui-  daughters;  John  married,  anil  died  leav- 
iuii  a  son  and  daughter:  Andrew  married,  :iiid 
at  his  death  left  two  sons — Abraham  and  (ieorge: 
\\  Mller  was  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  .sketch; 
iMichael  married  and  is  deceased,  leaving  four  sons 
and  two  daughters;  George  was  horn  in  1810,  mar- 
ried J.ine  Charlton,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  they 
now  live  in  Lyndoch,  Norfolk  Co.,  Ontario,  Cnnada, 
where  they  have  seven  children — Th<jnias,  Adam, 
George,  Agnes,  Ellen,  Jennie  and  Margaret.  Mar- 
garet married  Daniel  Christie,  and  dj-ing  left  two 
children — George  and  Margaret;  Ann  married 
Adam  Charlton,  to  whom  she  bore  a  familj-  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters — John,  Ellen,  (George, 
Annie,  Thomas,  Margaret,  William  and  Agnes;  she 
is  niiw  deceased.  Betsey  married  Lewis  Tiittle,  and 
at  her  death  left  six  children — Heniy,  Agnes,  Mar- 
garet, Charlotte,  Elizabeth  and  George. 

The  [larental  family  of  our  subject  included  eight 
children,  who  were  named  as  follows:  William, 
Louisa,  Mnrgaret,  George  B.,  Robert,  Margaret  ("id), 
Agnes  and  Euphemia.  William  was  born  Nov.  ii, 
1827,  and  was  married  three  times,  his  first  wife  be- 
ing Delia  Fuller,  who  became  the  mother  of  two 
children — Clarence  and  .Scott.  The  second  wife. 
Hannah  Clark,  had  also  two  childreii.  William  and 
Clara,  and  the  third  wife,  .M.-iiy  Sinclair,  had  two 
children.  Clara  and  .hihn:  Willi;im  now  lives  in 
Oilcans  County.  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
foimdry  and  machijie  shop.  Louisa,  Mrs.  Owen  D. 
Phelps,  has  no  children,  and  lives  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  Y. :  >Lugarct  died  in  infancy;  George  B.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  has  one  daughter,  Nellie  A. 
Gray,  who  was  born  (jn  the  9lh  (jf  Se[)tember,  1862, 
married  Clark  E.  Legg,  and  now  lives  in  Pontiac; 
Robert  married  Hattie  E.  Coleman,  has  two  chil- 
dren, Walter  and  Lihhie,  and  lives  in  Orleans  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y. ;  Margaret  married  John  ilalielt.  has  one 
child,  Watson  (;.,  and  lives  in  Orleans  County,  N. 
Y.;  Agnes  married  Rowley  (;:iy,  and  died   June  i. 
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1  S.ifi.  leaving  no  ehildrcii ;  Euphemia  inavried  Lewis 
Swift,  has  five  fhildren.  and  lives  in  Oiloaus  Connty. 
N.  Y. 

While  living  in  New  York.  Mr.  Gray  ulitained  a 
eumnion-sehool  edneaticn.  working  nine  months 
in  the  year  on  the  farm,  and  attending  seiiool  three 
months  during  the  winter,  providing  he  eould  be 
sixived  from  work  on  the  farm.'  Before  ooraing  tt) 
Illinois,  he  engaged  in  a  limited  way  in  buying  and 
shipping  stoek.  and  in  tliat  manner  succeeded  in  ac- 
cumulating about  I;  1,500,  which  enabled  him  to 
make  a  fair  start  in  life  for  himself.  Mr.  (iray  is  a 
believer  in  the  doctrines  advocated  by  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  at  different  times  has  been  re- 
warded by  that  i)arty  with  various  offices,  including 
one  term  as  Commissioner  of  Highways,  two  terms 
as  Sui>ervisor.  and  two  terms  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. In  }i^~6  he  was  nominated  as  the  Republican 
candidate  in  the  Eighteentii  Senatorial  District,  and 
was  elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  Hav- 
ing served  his  constituents  so  faithfully  and  intelli- 
gent! v.  he  was  re-elected  in  1878  b^'  a  majority, 
wiiich  attested  the  appreciation  the  people  had  for 
his  work  In  the  Senate.  He  was  the  author  of  the 
.Senate  Bill.  583,  known  as  the  Cockle  Burr  Bill, 
which  became  a  law,  and  has  been  of  incalculable 
benefit  to  the  entire  population  of  the  State.  He 
was  also  the  autlior  of  several  other  important  bills, 
which  became  laws.  He  was  Chairman  of  Commit 
tee  on  Pulilic  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  was  .also 
a  member  of  other  committees.  Mr.  Gr.ay  was 
reared  in  tiie  Pi-esbyterian  faith  nf  the  good  old 
.*<cf>tch  belief,  of  which  ho  i>  a  living  representa- 
tive. 

Mrs.  Tir.ay's  niaternnl  i,rnuidpMr('Mt>  wcie  Ira 
Baker  and  Polly  Burliank,  the  former  born  in  Con- 
ne<-ticnt.  ami  the  latter  in  Williamstown,  M.ass., 
about  I77.'i.  lier  fatlier,  .lohn  Boyntou.  was  boin 
on  the  Xtli  of  Oclobcr.  17'.t7,  in  X'ernKjnt.  and  was 
at  first  a  farmer,  but  afterward  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  Her  mother  was  born  on  the  20th 
of  September.  17'.»7.  at  Williamstown.  M!is>..  and  is 
<ttill  living  at  her  daughter's  house,  at  tin;  'Jray 
homestead  hi  l,lving>lon  County';  she  is  in  her 
ninety-first  ye.'ir.  WIumi  a  child,  Mrs.  Gray's  mother 
moved  with  her  parents  to  N'erinont,  and  afterward 
'  to  New  York,    where   she   was  married    in    1828   to 


John  Boynton,  and  they  resided  there  until  1858, 
when  they  removed  to  Illinois,  where  they  made 
their  home  with  Mrs.  Gray,  and  the  old  gentleman 
died  in  1860.  Mrs.  Boynton's  brothers,  Ezra.  Dan- 
iel .and  Elisha  Baker,  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Daniel  was  taken  prisoner  near  Kingston  by  the 
British,  kept  nearly  a  yeai-,  and  was  starved  nearly 
to  death,  but  was  fin.illy  exchanged;  Ezra  was  in 
the  battle  of  Plattsburg,  and  commanded  a  gun 
manned  by  eight  men,  the  first  shot  from  which  cut 
down  the  British  colors,  and  killed  Conunodore 
Downing.  He  was  on  Commodore  McDonald's 
vessel,  and  relates  tlmt  when  entering  the  battle  the 
Commodore  knelt,  and  with  uncovered  head  prayed 
for  success,  which,  as  all  the  world  knows,  was 
granted  them.  Mrs.  Boynton's  sisters,  all  of  whom 
are  dead,  were  recorded  as  follows:  Elvira  married 
Elihu  Thomas,  and  had  five  children ;  Mary  mar- 
ried John  Boynton,  and  had  three  children :  Maria 
married  Elizer  Goodrich,  and  had  si.v  children; 
Emily  and  Loraine  died  when  about  reaching  wo- 
manhood: Marcia  married  Lorenzo  Thayer,  and 
left  four  or  five  children;  Sar.ah  died  unmarried, 
and  Asenith  married  Levi  Hale,  and  left  four  or 
five  children. 

Mrs.  Gv.ay's  ])aternal  grandfather,  John  Boynton, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  ^'ermont,  and  marrying  Mary 
Smedley,  in  Cornwell,  became  the  father  of  nine 
sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follows:  Daniel  married, 
and  left  two  or  more  children;  William  married 
Hannah  (iunn.  and  left  eight  children:  David  mar- 
ried, and  left  six  children;  Henry  married  Abigail 
Barton,  left  seven  children,  two  of  whom  fought  on 
the  Confederate  side  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
one  losing  his  life:  Jeremiah  married  Mary  Leavitt, 
and  left  six  children,  two  of  whom  were  in  the 
Union  army:  Olive  married  Simeon  Clark,  and  left 
three  children;  Joel  married  Eanuie  Rockwell,  and 
left  three  children;  Smedley  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years;  John,  who  was  the  father  of 
Mrs.  Gray;  Polly  married  Albert  Rogers ;  Zerah  mar- 
ried Parmelia  Buss,  and  left  five  children:  Wallace 
. I.  married  Genett  Stephenson;  B.  F.  married  Sarah 
I'etrie;  Parmelia  died  in  1870;  Daniel  married  Mary 
Burkhart,  they  liavc  three  children;  Arelhusa  was 
liorn  in  18-15,  and  lived  in  Livingston  County. 

John  11.  Boynton,  Mrs.  Gray's  brother,  was  born 
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on  the  loth  of  June-,  1830,  married  Mrs.  Naomi 
Cliilds,  and  thej-  have  two  eliildrei],  George  A.  and 
Myra  A.,  and  reside  in  Jackson,  Mich.;  Julia  L., 
her  sister,  was  born  on  the  7th  of  May,  1832,  and 
died  on  the  IGth  of  January,  18.t8. 


i!^S)HOMAS  E.SHAW,  a  pioneer  of  18.57,  set- 
/jm^>:  tied  with  his  parents  in  Avoca  Township  a 
^^^  short  time  before  attaining  his  majority. 
His  e;irly  life  liad  been  spent  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  Ind.,  wlicre  lie  was  born  Dec.  29,  1837. 
He  is  the  son  of  Aaron  and  Sarah  Shaw,  natives  of 
New  Jersey,  the  former  born  Oct.  12,  1800,  and 
the  latter  March  3,  1799.  After  the  birth  of  five 
children,  they  came  to  the  West,  where  their  house- 
hold was  enlarged  until  they  had  a  family  of  eight 
children.  Of  these,  there  are  now  surviving,  Ra- 
chel, the  wife  of  John  Bennett:  Priscilla,  the  widow 
of  James  H.  Burdick,  who  died  in  the  Union  serv- 
ice during  the  late  war;  James  W.,  of  Champaign 
County.  111. ;  Elsie,  the  wife  of  Daniel  MoClain,  of 
Streator,  111.,  and  Thomas  E. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  among  the  ear- 
liest settlers  of  Tippecanoe  County,  and  were  resi- 
dents of  Fairfield,  in  tiiat  countj',  for  a  period  of 
over  twenty  years.  The  father  was  engaged  in 
farming  during  his  entire  life,  and  both  parents 
spent  their  last  years  in  Avoca  Township,  this 
county,  the  mother  passing  away  on  the  23d  of 
May,  1870,  and  the  father  Jan.  21,  1887.  They 
were  members  of  the  Societj-  of  Friends,  and  car- 
ried out  in  their  lives  and  characters  the  peculiar 
and  excellent  doctrines  of  that  unobtrusive  sect. 
Mr.  JShaw  was  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out this  section,  and  was  noted  for  his  sterling  in- 
tegrit}',  being  above  a  mean  or  dishonest  action. 

Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  and  j'outh  under 
the  parental  roof,  receiving  a  limited  education, 
but  being  carefully  trained  to  habits  of  industrj' 
and  principles  of  honor.  When  the  late  Civil  War 
called  for  the  enlistment  of  volunteers,  our  subject 
cheerfully  responded,  and  Aug.  8,  1862,  became  a 
member  of  Company  E,  129th  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
w     which  he  was  promoted  (.'orporal,  and    with    which 


he  continued  until  the  close  of  the  struggle.  His 
regiment  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  he  participated  in  many  of  its  important 
battles,  being  in  the  engagements  at  Uesaca,  New 
Hope  Church,  Peachtree  Creek,  and  the  siege  of 
Atlanta.  He  joined  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea, 
and  fought  at  Bentonville,  besides  meeting  the 
enemy  in  various  minor  engagements  and  skir- 
mishes. He  endured  with  patience  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  life  in  the  army,  and  fortunately 
escaped  sickness,  wounds  and  imprisonment.  After 
the  surrender  of  Johnson's  army,  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge,  and  was  mustererl  out  on  the 
8th  of  June,  186.5,  at  Washingtini.  I).  C.  The  pri- 
vate soldiers  comprised  a  vast  proportion  of  those 
who  made  great  sacrifices  and  whose  sufferings  will 
never  be  fully  known.  Those  who  have  returned 
to  private  life,  and  now  pursue  the  even  tenor  of 
their  way  as  quiet  and  law-abiding  citizens,  are  de- 
serving of  equal  honor  with  those  who  perhaps 
suffered  more,  and  whose  remains  repose  in  un- 
marked graves. 

Mr.  Shaw  after  returning  from  the  armj',  re- 
sumed the  agricultural  pursuits  to  which  he  had 
been  accustomed  from  boyhood,  mainly  in  Avoca 
Township.  He  returned,  however,  to  Tippecanoe 
County,  Ind.,  for  a  wife  and  helpmeet,  this  lady 
being  Miss  Ruth  Cresse,  to  whom  he  was  married 
Nov.  -28,  1 869.  Mrs.  .Shaw  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  and  after  becoming  the 
mother  of  six  children,  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Avoca  Township,  Feb.  11,  1887.  She  had 
suff('re(l  much  from  a  lingering  illness,  which  she 
bore  with  womanly  fortitude  and  patience,  and  is 
held  in  tender  remembrance  by  her  affectionate 
family  and  scores  of  friends,  as  one  who  fulfilled 
her  duties  faithfully  in  life,  and  in  whose  death  they 
sustained  a  great  lo.-^s.  Of  their  family  there  are 
now  living,  Fanny,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Aaron.  Jay 
died  when  ten  months  old.  and  Bert  at  the  age  of 
three  years. 

The  farm  property  of  "Sir.  Shaw  comprises  124 
acres  of  good  lanil,  which  has  been  brought  to  its 
present  excellent  state  of  cultivation  principally  by 
his  own  hand.  He  ha^  neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings, a  good  assortment  of  farm  stock,  and  all  the 
uiaLliineiy  required  l)y  the   progressive  agricultur- 
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ist.  He  is  a  citizen  g-enerally  interested  in  the  wel- 
faiv  of  his  i-omnmnitv,  votes  the  straight  Repub- 
liean  ticket,  and  for  several  yeiirs  has  served  as 
Scliool  Director,  besides  lieiiig  Townsliip  Trustee 
two  terms.  He  is  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  be- 
ini;a  uiemberof  Fairluiry  Post  No.  7'i,at  Fiiirbury. 


Tp^OBlCRT  KAIN,  a  rising  young  farmer  of 
iLJf  Broughton  Township,  well-lcnuwn  and  pop- 
jpAi  ular  among  its  (loople,  owns  120  acres  of 
wg-good  land  nn  >ectiiin  ■">•!.  He  is  enterpris- 
ing and  industrinus.  ami  has  ahead}-  a  good  start 
in  life,  the  result  of  his  nwii  [lerseveranee  and  in- 
dustry. He  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
in  August,  18.52,  and  is  tiie  son  uf  Arehiliald  and 
Martha  (Eaton)  Kain,  who  were  also  of  Irish  birth 
and  parentage.  The  parental  household  included 
five  children,  all  of  whom,  with  oiw  exception,  arc 
residents  of  the  United  States,  namely:  Rebecca, 
the  wife  of  John  Scott,  of  Jasper  County,  Ind.: 
Catherine,  Mrs.  James  McAffeiy.  of  Barton  County, 
Kan. ;  James,  also  of  that  county,  and  Robert.  Arch- 
ibald remains  a  resilient  of  Ireland.  The  mother 
died  at  her  home  in  Kound  (iiuve  in  January, 
I  «74.  while  the  father  is  still  iivinu,  ;iih1  a  res- 
ident iif  this  county. 

Our  subject  remained  with  ]iis  pureiits  in  Ireland 
until  a  youth  of  seventeen  years,  and  seeing  little 
pro»|x;ct  of  the  advancement  which  he  desired,  so- 
cially and  financially,  decided  upon  seeking  his  fort- 
une upon  tills  side  of  the  Atlantic,  lie  aceoid- 
ingly  repaired  to  Liver])(>iil.  and  taking  [jassage  on 
the  steamer  "  M;uihatlan."  li<iuiid  for  N(!w  York 
City,  ariived  after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  fourteen 
days.  The  reputation  of  the  .State  of  Illinois  had 
years  befort!  extended  t(»  Irel.-nid.  in.iny  of  \\liose 
.son-  had  heri'  focui<l  ample  reu.iiil  ('(jr  tlieir  laliois. 
Young  Kain  aecoi-dingly  proceeded  diieelly  west- 
ward, and  secured  employment  a«  a  t':iiiii  l;iliorei- 
near  Joliet,  where  he  rem.ained  t  wo  \  <-;ir-.  In  I  s;7  | 
he  migrated  to  tills  county  ;iiid  rented  ;i  li;iet  of 
land  near  the  town  of  (  oiiielj,  wliieji  he  o|ieiMlei| 
jdiout  three  years,  and  IIkmici'  iemo\ed    lo  ihe    vi- 
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cinity  of  Odell,  where  he  spent  about  the  same 
length  of  time,  and  then  came  to  Broughton  Town- 
ship, of  which  he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He 
oi)erated  for  a  few  years  as  a  renter,  and  in  187.) 
purchased  the  land  which  he  has  now  brought  to  a 
good  state  of  cultivation,  and  which  he  has  trans- 
formed into  a  Comfortable  homestead. 

Mr.  Kain  had  parted  with  his  parents  with  many 
regrets,  and  after  a  year's  sojourn  in  this  country, 
sent  them  and  a  sister  the  means  whsrewith  to  make 
the  journey.  Thej'  took  up  their  location  in  AVill 
County,  where  they  lived  several  years,  and  thence 
came  to  Livingston,  where  the  death  of  the  mother 
occurred  a  few  years  later.  Mr.  Kain  deserves 
great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  performed 
his  filial  duties  and  the  sacrifices  which  he  made  for 
the  comfort  of  those  connected  with  him  by  the 
closest  ties  of  nature.  He  received  a  fair  educa- 
tion in  his  native  country,  and  being  naturally 
bright  and  ol (serving,  is  a  gentleman  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence.  He  keeps  himself  well  posted 
on  matters  of  general  interest,  and  in  his  farming 
operations  avails  himself  of  the  most  apiiroved 
methods  and  common-sense  machinery.  For  the 
last  seven  years,  in  connection  with  the  ordinary 
operations  of  the  farm,  he  has  dealt  largely  in 
horses,  buying  and  shipping  to  the  Eastern  markets. 
His  transaetions  have  been  carried  on  witii  excel- 
lent judgment,  and  yield  annually  a  handsome 
profit. 

..The  marriage  of  Roliert  Kain  an<l  ]\Iiss  Martha 
Young  was  celebrated  in  Corue'l,  this  count}',  on 
the  2 1st  of  September,  1871.  Mrs.  Kain  was  born 
ill  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Aug.  24,  1848,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Jamieson)  Y''oung, 
both  HOW  dec'cased.  Mrs.  K.  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1870,  and  has  proved,  both  by 
natural  capacities  and  disposition,  a  suitable  com- 
panion of  lier  liiisband,  being  a  lady  gi-eatly  re- 
spected for  lier  many  estimable  qualities.  Both 
ai'c  nu'inlicis  ill  good  standing  of  the  Presbyterian 
Clinreh,  :uid  .Mr.  Kain,  politically,  is  a  solid  Repub- 
li<;iii.  riie  seven  children  who  have  been  added 
to  the  lionsehohl  circle  were  born  .asfollows:  James 
'I  ..  .Iiiii.'  1.;.  Is7.!;  Robert,  April  18,  1874 ;  Jennie, 
Nov.  .1.  I.s7(;;  Mary,  'Soy.  3,  1.S78;  Archibald, 
Oct.  IS!,  l.ssii;  I\l;irtha,  Se|)t.  1,    188;'.,   and  Annie,        , 
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Oct.  2,  1887.  Mr.  Kain  li;is  stTved  as  Srliool  Di- 
rector, and  is  always  willing  t<i  lend  a  helpins;  iiand 
in  every  project  tending  to  the  general  welfare  of 
his  adopted  township. 


---i«6^- 


OHN  ODELL,  one  of  tlie  wealthy  farmers 
and  prominent  citizens  of  Indian  Grove 
TownsWp,  whose  farm  is  located  on  section 
/  7.  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  New  York,  where 
he  was  born  on  the  20th  of  November,  1831,  and  is 
the  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Kilgour)  Odell, 
natives  respectively  of  New  York  and  Virginia. 
The  father  died  in  18G(i,  and  the  mother  in  1862: 
the  latter  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  fathei'  was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker 
by  occupation,  and  in  1839  removed  to  Chautau- 
qua, N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  land  and  i-emained 
until  his  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, who  bore  the  following  names:  James  II., 
Elizabeth,  Harriet:  .John,  the  subject  of  tliis sketch; 
Peter,  Mary  J.,  Sarah,  Maria,  George  and  Wash- 
ington. 

John  Odell  was  married  to  Laura  A.  Rice,  in 
New  York,  in  1S.")7,  the  Rev.  William  liusted,  of 
the  Liaptist  Church,  otHciating.  This  lady  was  born 
in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1.5tli  of  Au- 
gust, 1833,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Irvin  and  IJia- 
daraa  (Bishop)  Rice.  Her  father  was  b<jru  in  the 
same  county,  in  1804,  and  died  on  the  2(Jth  of 
June,  1860:  the  mother  died  on  the  16th  of  .Sep- 
tember, 1847,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.  They 
were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  After  the 
death  of  the  motliei'  the  father  married  his  second 
wife,  Miss  Jane  Crawford,  and  the}-  connected 
themselves  with  the  Seceders'  Church.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  at  varions  periods  of  his 
life  was  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He 
was. the  father  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  were 
born  to  the  first  witV.  Of  this  famil}'  Moses  mar- 
ried Esther  Bliss:  Eliza  E.,  now  Mrs.  Perrine;  Hor- 
ace married  Fannie  Nicholan;  Sarah  B.  married 
Nimrod  Perrine;  Lucj'  M.  married  Aquilla  Alben; 
Joshua  married  Pollj'  JMontgomery;  Laura  A.  mar- 
ried John  Odell :  Esther  A.  married  James  A.  Suiith. 
Mr.  Odell  became  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Illi- 


nois in  the  fall  of  LsC'i.  when   lie  loc:itcd  in  Indian 

(irove  Township,  and  liecanu-   the  possessor  of  160 

acres  of  excellent  land,  which  is  under  jin  advanced 

■    state    of    cultivation,  and   is    worth  '^li't   \wv  acre. 

]   Some  years  ago  he  planted  a   magnificent  grove  of 

j    forest    trees  and  a   good  orchard,  and    the    latter 

has  yielded  bounteous  crops  of  choice  fruit.     His 

dwelling  is  a  model  farm  house,  and  his  barns  and 

out-buildings  are    constructed   with  an   eye  to  the 

ecimomical   storing  of  grain   and   the    comfort  of 

stock.      He  is  an  enthusiast  in  the   matter  of  raising 

Short-horn  cattle,  and  produces  some   of  the  finest 

herds  of  cattle  in  Livingston  County. 

In  illustrating  man}'  of  the  farm  liomeste.-ids  of 
Livingston  County,  which  is  done  in  tliis  volume, 
none  present  a  more  pleasing  asiject  tiian  that  of 
Mr.  Odell,  which  is  given  in  connection  with  this 
sketch.  Comfort,  even  luxury,  is  evidenced  on 
every  hand.  Some  fine  specimens  from  his  stable 
of  horses  are  also  given  as  well  as  from  his  si)!eiidid 
herd  of  choice  cattle. 

In  Mr.  Odell  are  finely  illustrated  the  advantages 
of  a  persevering  and  courageous  n:iturc.  He  be- 
gan life  without  a  dollar,  and  tinougli  his  own  ef- 
forts has  secured  a  comfortable  home  and  a  compe- 
tency which  will  stand  him  well  in  his  old  age,  and 
make  him  independent.  He  is  a  true  Democrat  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  :uid  shows  his  loyalty  to 
his  party  by  serving  it  u]ion  anj-  and  all  occasiou.s. 
In  his  domestic  circle  Mr.  Odell  is  happily  sit- 
uated. He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  in- 
teresting children,  their  names  being  Ella  K..  who 
married  Jacob  Pate:  Mary  E.,  Elmer  II.  and  Nor:i 
L.  The  entire  family  are  popular  in  the  neighbor- 
hooil  in  which  tiiey  reside,  and  .Mr.  Udell  is 
known  throughout  the  county  .as  a  geutleman  of 
fine  iuipidses  and  integrity  of  cliaraeter. 

^  l> INFIELD  S.  RF.STON,  a  prominent  young 
\/\/l  farmer  of  Sauucmin  Township,  owns  160 
^^^  acres  of  good  land  on  section  17.  He  is  a 
native  of  Indiana,  where  he  was  born  in  \anderburgli 
County,  Dec.  1.  1.S46.  His  parents,  Ricli;ird  and 
Marv  (Wostwood)  Ruston,  wei-e  of  English  birth 
and  parentage,  and  immigrated  to  this  country  ia 
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their  early  youth,  probably  fiftj-  years  ago.  The 
parents  of  each  were  among  the  early  pioneers 
of  Indiana,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kuston  remained 
until  18l>.i. 

The  i)arents  of  our  subject  removed  from  Indi- 
ana ~to  Marshall  County,  this  State,  in  the  year 
above  mentioned,  and  in  1866  took  up  their  abode 
in  Sauneniin  Township,  where  the  father  carried  on 
farming,  to  which  he  had  been  accustomed  nil  his 
life.  The  wife  and  mother  died  si.x  years  after  this 
removal,  and  not  long  afterward  the  father  disposed 
of  his  property,  and  now  makes  his  home  with  his 
son,  Winfield  S.  The  parental  household  included 
ten  children,  of  whom  seven  survive,  and  are  re- 
corded as  follows:  James  is  in  Dakota;  George  in 
Nebraska  Township,  this  county;  Sarah  is  the  wife 
of  C.  P.  Guyes,  of  Evansville.  lud.;  .Ahiry,  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Langford,  is  a  resident  of  Kylar;  Anna  is 
the  «ife  of  George  Moles,  of  Snuncmin  Townshij); 
Isabella  married  George  Pauluier.  and  the3'  are  resi- 
dents of  California;  Winfield  S.  is  the  youngest  of 
the  family  living.  Richard  Ruston  has  been  quite 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  Road  Super- 
visor and  otherwise  lending  his  aid  to  the  enter- 
prises calculated  to  build  uj)  the  township  and  de- 
velop its  resources.  The  laml  M])on  whicli  lie  had 
first  located  had  received  but  little  cuitivatiuii,  but 
by  the  exercise  of  industry  and  perseverance  he 
succeeded  in  transforming  it  into  a  valu.able  farm. 
He  is  now  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.  and  m.iy 
comfort  himself  with  the  reflection  that  his  course 
has  been  such  as  to  gain  him  the  esteem  of  till  «  ho 
know  him. 

Our  subject  came  to  this  county  with  ills  father 
in  18G0,  anil  was  then  a  young  man  twenty  years 
of  age.  He  had  been  fairly  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  was  naturally  bright,  industrious 
and  enterprising.  Like  his  father  before  him  he 
took  kindly  to  the  (;mployinents  of  farm  life,  and  at 
this  age  w:i>  well  fitted  to  begin  business  for  him- 
self. He  had  alreadybegnn  to  lay  his  plans  for  the 
future,  and  his  highest  ainliition  wa^  to  secure  for 
himself  a  comfortaide  home,  and  become  a  resjiccted 
and  Ufcful  member  of  society.  On  tlie'luh  o(  .laiiu- 
arj',  !«»;!).  he  took  one  of  the  mo,-l  iiiiport.'int  step-^ 
t^^ward  the  accomplislirui-nt  of  hi.,  In.pe,;,  heiii;; 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  ICmma  Moulds.    Mrs. 


Huston  was  born  in  England,  and  crossed  the  At- 
lantic with  her  parents  at  an  early  .age.  They  lo- 
cated in  IMarshall  County,  111.,  and  it  was  there 
that  our  subject  m.ade  the  acquaintance  of  his 
future  wife.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  boin 
four  children,  of  whom  but  two  survive,  namely, 
Mary  J.,  the  wife  of  Samuel  W.  Headley,  and  Clara 
B.,  who  remains  at  home  with  her  parents. 

Since  the  purchase  of  his  present  homestead  Mr. 
Ruston  has  effected  good  improvements,  and  the 
land  is  remarkably  fertile,  having  been  assisted  to 
this  condition  by  1,300  rods  of  tiling,  which  has 
fitted  it  for  the  production  of  the  choicest  crops  of 
Central  Illinois.  The  homestead  is  pleasantly  lo- 
cated, and  together  with  iis  surroundings  forms  an 
extremely  pleasant  spot  for  the  ej^e  to  linger  upon. 
Mr.  Ruston  is  usually  entirely  employed  in  looking 
after  his  farming  interests,  and  has  steadily  rleclined 
becoming  an  office-holder.  He  keeps  himself  welj 
posted,  however,  upon  political  matters,  and  gives 
his  support  to  the  Greenback  party.  He  believes 
in  the  establishment  of  religious  and  educational 
ir.stitutions,  and  no  man  gives  more  readil}'  accord- 
ing to  his  means  to  encourage  the  enterprises  in- 
augurated for  the  good  of  society  and  the  elevation 
of  the  people.  He  has  not  seen  fit  to  connect  him- 
self with  any  religious  organization,  but  IMrs.  Rus- 
ton is  an  active  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

^ — €-*^ — ^ 

"^Z  AMES  H.  NICHOLS  is  a  man  of  varied  ex- 
periences in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and 
different  lines  of  business,  and  it  would  be 
difficult  to  name  an}-  occupation  in  which  he 
could  not  make  himself  useful.  He  is  niiw  giving 
his  attention  to  farming,  and  is  meeting  with  that 
remarkable  success  which  he  deserves.  The  space 
required  to  record  the  detailed  events  of  his  life  is 
cheerfully  given.  He  was  born  May  31,  1836,  in 
Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  George 
.iiid  I'oily  1*.  (Knickerbocker)  Nichols.  He  lived  at 
lionie  until  lie  «,■!>  ten  years  of  age,  at  which  time 
lii^  niollier  (lied  and  his  father  became  blind. 

In  the  spring  of  I  .SIS  Mr.  Nichols  began  work 
for  a  man  named  I lolderman,  at  Holderman's 
Grove,    Kendall     Co.,     111.,     receiving  a   corapeu- 
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sation  of  85  per  month,  while  the  highest  wages 
paid  to  men  at  that  time  vvas  liut  ^8  per  raontli. 
After  herding  cattle  for  one  year  he  worked  at  odd 
jobs  for  two  3'ears  for  his  board  and  clothing,  and 
then  through  the  influeiice  of  some  stage  drivers  he 
secured  the  position  of  post  boy  for  carrying  the 
mail  from  Ottawa  to  Oswego,  Peoria  and  Bloon)- 
ington,  by  the  way  of  Pontiac  and  Indian  Grove, 
and  Continued  in  that  work  three  years.  Mean- 
while he  was  also  employed  as  a  driver  on  the 
canal,  and  as  teamster  on  the  railroad.  He  after- 
ward engaged  in  farm  labor  by  the  month,  until 
ISfjo,  and  in  18.56  he  went  to  Nebi'aska  by  stage, 
where  iie  engaged  in  mail  carrying,  rafting  logs  on 
the  Missouri  River,  and  transferring  between  Coun- 
cil Bluffs  and  Omaha  for  a  man  named  Douglas 
Hare.  In  the  fall  of  18.56  he  returned  to  LaSalle 
County,  and  during  the  following  winter  he  had  a 
severe  attack  of  lung  fever,  which  greatU'  pros- 
trated him.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  went  to 
Galesburg,  and  attended  school  three  terms,  at  the 
close  of  which  he  secured  a  certificate  and  taught 
schdol  in  the  winter,  doing  various  kinds  of  work 
in  the  summer.  In  the  summer  of  1858  he  attended 
Bryant  &  btratton's  Commercial  College  in  Chicago 
and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  went  to  Iowa  and  en- 
gaged in  stage  driving  for  the  winter  between  Des 
Moines  and  Iowa  Cit3-.  In  the  following  spring  he 
went  to  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  where  he 
worked  for  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1859  he  went  to  Memphis,  Tenu.,  and 
worked  upon  the  railroad  between  that  city  and 
Huntsville,  Ala.  In  1 860  he  went  to  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  a  stage  to  Califor- 
nia, but  was  taken  sick  and  iiad  to  return  to  Mem- 
phis, where  he  engaged  in  bus  driving  for  Patterson 
Bros.  In  ISCO,  on  account  of  the  threatening- 
political  outlook,  he  returned  to  Illinois,  where  he 
taught  si^hool  until  in  the  spring  of  1861. 

April  21,  1861,  Mr.  Nichols  responded  to  the 
first  call  fur  troops,  and  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
service  for  three  months,  being  assigned  to  Com- 
pany I,  11th  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Capt.  \\'.  L. 
Gibson,  a  soldier  of  the  Mexican  War.  The  com- 
pany was  mustered  in  at  .SpringKeld,  and  made  its 
first  regimental  camp  at  Villa  Ridge  in  Pulaski 
County:   it  vvas  mustered  out  at  Bird's  Point.  Mo., 


on  the  9th  of  August.  1861.  During  this  term  of 
service  Mr.  Nichols'  health  had  become  impaired, 
which  prevented  his  re-enlistment  at  that  time,  and 
in  1862  he  engaged  in  corn  buying  for  Olmstead  & 
Co..  of  Ottawa.  In  1863  he  followed  boating  on 
the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal,  when  in  April, 
1864,  he  entered  the  Quartermaster's  emi)loj'  at  St. 
Louis,  and  was  sent  to  Chattanooga,  Tenu..  where 
he  was  discharged.  At  Nashville,  Teun..  he  had  a 
similar  experience,  and  returning  to  Illinois,  he  en- 
gaged in  work  upon  the  canal  until  1865,  teaching 
during  the  winter  months  until  1875.  In  .Tanuar3' 
of  that  year  he  removed  to  McDowell,  Livingston 
County,  and  on  the  21st  of  May  following  he  oc- 
cupied the  house  in  which  he  now  lives,  having 
bnilt  it  while  residing  at  McDowell. 

George  Nichols,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Dutchess  C'ount3-.  N.  Y..  on  the 
18th  of  March.  1813.  He  was  the  son  of  David 
Nichols,  who  was  born  in  1760,  and  died  in  1844, 
in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  had  been  married 
four  times,  and  his  family  included  seventeen  chil- 
dren. Early  in  his  youth  George  Nichols  left 
Columbia'  Count}',  and  went  to  Slocnm  Hollow, 
Pa.,  where  he  lived  for  three  years,  and  then  to  the 
old  homestead  in  Columbia  County.  In  the  settle- 
ment of  their  father's  estate  he  and  his  brother  ex- 
changed some  angry  words  which  caused  their  sep- 
aration, and  he  never  heard  fiom  any  of  them  after 
he  came  to  Illinois.  The  journey  to  this  State  from 
Hudson,  N.  Y.,  was  made  by  water  to  Chicago,  and 
overland  to  LaSalle  County.  On  the  27th  of  April, 
1846,  his  wife  died  and  he  w.as  suvn  afterward  mar- 
ried to  Hannah  Marsh,  a  widow.  This  marriage 
was  very  disastrous,  for  it  caused  dissensions  in  the 
familj',  which  resulted  in  litigation  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  his  property  was  sold  at  Sheriff's  sale.  He 
(lied  on  the  3d  of  January.  1 856,  and  was  buried 
by  the  side  of  his  first  wife,  at  Danway.  LaSalle 
County. 

The  first  wife  of  George  Nichols  was  Polly 
Knickerbocker,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Lettie 
Knickerbocker,  the  former  born  in  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y.,  of  Dutch  ancestry.  While  engaged  in  a 
scuffle  he  was  killed  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years, 
while  his  wife  died  in  Afton,  Wis.,  at  the  age  of 
eightj'-eight.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
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i]i-eii — Milton,  Nelson,  Jonas,  James,  Cornelia. 
I'olly,  (.'nioline  and  Helen.  Caroline  was  the  wife 
of  Marquis  I'iester.  of  Ottawa,  anil  mother  of  twelve 
children.  Helen  wa,-  the  wife  of  James  Kilmer,  who 
lives  in  Afton,  Wis.  Polly,  the  mother  of  our  >ub- 
jeet,  died  on  the  27th  of  April,  IKUu  of  lun<>  fever. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  ehildren,  the  otlier  bein<;- 
Jo>eph  T..  wlio  was  born  on  the  STth  of  April, 
1S40.  anil  was  six  years  old  when  his  mother  died. 
He  drifted  around  the  world  until  fourteen  years  of 
age.  when  he  went  to  live  with  A.  1).  Butterfield, 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  La.Salle  County.  wlii>  now 
lives  near  Marseilles.  111.,  at  the  .ige  of  eiglity-Mveu 
years,  and  is  a  hale  old  gentlemen.  Jose|)h  T.  livvil 
with  him  until  of  age,  auil  in  3I:iy,  18(J1,  cnli>teil 
in  Company  K,  •■^>i(th  Illinois  Infantry,  which  regi- 
ment was  known  as  the  Yates  Phalanx,  and  served 
until  January,  18(i4,  when  he  re-enlisted  for  three 
yeai-s  more,  or  during  the  war.  He  was  in  every 
engagement  in  which  the  regiment  took  part,  and 
received  a  wound  on  the  2d  of  April,  1  S(i.T,  in  the 
battle  of  Petersliurg,  in  which  the  .liUli  Kegimcnt 
was  selected  to  storm  the  fort,  which  it  did  with  the 
loss  of  llircc-fotn-ths  <>f  the  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  After  the  liattle  he  w.is  taken  tn  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  he  died  of  g.-Migiviie  on  Ihe  Jiith  of 
May,  180.5.  and  was  buried  in  the  ( idVeiianent 
cemetery  at  that  i)liice. 

James  II.  Nichols  was  married  im  the  l.")th(>f 
August,  IhGo.  to  .Miss  Enieline  llnwhuid.  wlio  was 
horn  in  W.iyne  County,  N.  V..  in  I  .s  U ,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Joseph  T.  and  Lydia  (Haider) 
Howland.  The  parents  came  to  Ottawa  in  October, 
1H44.  where  they  lived  until  is;,."),  when  tliev 
moved  to  (irand  Hapid.~.  in  the  same  eounly.  now 
Fall  River,  and  remained  a  slioit  time,  when  they 
linally  went  to  Marseilles,  where  they  now  leside. 
They  had  foiu'  children:  Gilbert  is  married. 
ha»  three  children,  and  is  a  machinist  living  in  .Mar- 
seilles: Kiiieline.  the  wife  of  the  subject  (if  ihi~ 
sketch:  (ieorge  who  is  mairied.  liiis  one  eliild,  iind 
live- on  se<-tion  14.  Kppard's  Point  Township,  and 
Thorn  Milburn,  wjio  :d-o  is  m:irried,  has  three  cliii- 
dreii,  and  lives  on  the  old  homesteail  in  I'.dl  l{i\ei 
Town-hip.  LaSalle  County. 

To  .Mr.  and  .Mr-.  .Nichol;,  l.heie  h:ive  been  born 
three  childn-n,  all  of  whom  are  at  home — Lyilia  A., 
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Polly  P.  and  Lena.  Mr.  Nichols  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  the  principles  of  which  party  he  earn- 
estly advocates.  Me  is  a  member  of  Ji>seph  Wood- 
rnft'  Post  No.  281,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Marseilles,  in  which 
he  t.akes  a  lively  interest,  though  on  account  of  the 
distance  at  which  he  lives  he  is  necessarily  iiregular 
in  his  attendance. 

^^ .^-^i» ^ 

^P?Sj  FORGE  J.  KFPPLIXGER  is  one  of  the 
III  ,_-,   important     factors     in    the     business     com- 

'^^^  munity  of  Dwight,  where  he  is  carrying  on 
a  lucrative  trade  in  liardwa:e,  and  enjoys  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  best  people  of  that  locality.  He  is 
essentially  a  self-made  man,  having  arisen  from  a 
humble  position  in  life  to  a  good  standing  socially 
and  financially.  He  began  .at  the  foot  of  the  ladder 
without  means  or  influence,  and  his  present  po.s.ses- 
sions  are  the  result  solel}'  of  his  own  industiy  and 
resolution. 

The  Kepplinger  family  is  of  German  i)rigin,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  the  other  side 
of  the  water,  in  1818.  He  emigrated  from  the 
Fatherland  in  1852,  and  coming  directly  to  the  West, 
located  first  in  Racine,  Wis.,  where,  not  being  quite 
s.atisfled  with  his  operations  he  staid  but  a  month, 
and  then  started  for  Illinois  with  a  yoke  of  oxen 
and  a  wagon,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  four 
children.  He  had  purchased,  wliile  in  Chicago,  a 
soldier's  claim  for  $150,  and  with  this  took  up  a 
quarter  section  of  land  in  Grundy  County,  three 
miles  from  i^wight,  this  county,  upon  which  he 
settled  and  still  resides.  There  were  then  no  houses 
npun  Ihe  present  site  of  Dwight,  and  the  country 
around  w;is  a  vast  wilderness  covered  with  high 
grass,  over  which  deer  and  other  wild  game  roamed  , 
unrestr.-iined.  The  family  were  first  made  comfort- 
able in  a  rude  shanty,  and  Mr.  K.,  when  ready  to 
biiilil.  haul<Ml  his  bimber  from  .Alori'is,  eighteen 
}niles  di.-tanl.  ^villi  an  ox-teani.  He  frequently 
made  the  join  iiey  to  that  point  by  night  So  as  to  be 
earl\  i-nough  to  eio»  the  liver  on  the  ferry  in  the 
morning    alie.-id    of     the    crowd     tliat    had     always 

galhered    lliei'e    anxious  t ake    the    passage.      In 

eominoii  willi  the  olljer  |iioneers  of  that  sec 
lion  lie  eiidiiied    iiiiniini beied   harilships  .and  priva- 
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tion?:,  but  lived  to  see  the  country  settled  with  an 
intellisjent  mid  industrious  people,  nnd  the  prairie 
slowly  but  surely  transformed  intograin-prodncini; 
fields  and  comfortable  homesteads.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  both  living  and  liavi'  airivod  at 
an  advanced  age.  The  father  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, politiealh',  and  both  parents  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  was  Eva  Kruge,  a  native  of 
Germany  and  of  German  descent,  and  was  Iiorn 
in  1814. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  is  one  of  a  family 
of  four  children,  and  was  born  in  German3'  in 
1844.  He  was  a  lad  eight  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  going 
into  a  thinly  settled  country  as  they  did,  young 
(ieorgc  enjoyed  but  limited  school  advantages, 
though  he  was  fond  of  reading  and  in  this  way 
picked  up  quite  a  fair  education.  He  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  early  in  life,  at  which  he  worked 
as  a  journeyman  four  years,  and  in  1S7G  took  up 
his  residence  at  Dwight,  where  with  a  limited  cap- 
ital he  started  a  small  maehine-shop.  He  was  a 
natural  mechanic  and  manufactured  his  own  tools, 
among  them  a  good  lathe,  which  with  other  pieces 
similarly  obtained,  he  still  has  in  his  possession. 
He  labored  under  great  diffleulties.  but  his  persist- 
ent and  resolute  spirit  at  length  gained  the  victory, 
and  in  due  time  he  was  compelled  to  enlarge  his 
facilities  in  order  to  meet  his  increasing  patronage. 
He  learned  the  business  of  a  machinist  without  aid 
or  instruction,  and  after  electing  a  shop  for  his  iron 
work,  put  up  next  a  structure  within  which  to 
carry  on  his  wood  work,  and  afterward  adiled  a 
foundrj'.  He  was  thus  occupied  until  1882,  when 
he  invested  his  surplus  capital  in  a  stock  of  general 
hardware,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  apjioinled 
establishments  of  the  kind  in  this  county,  canning 
in  addition  a  choice  assortment  of  buggies,  wagons 
and  agricultural  implements. 

The  lady  who  has  presided  over  the  household  of 
onr  subject  for  the  last  twenty  years  became  liis 
wife  on  the  6th  of  October,  18C7,  and  in  her  girl- 
hood was  Miss  Katie  Klnghard,  of  (irundy  County. 
Of  this  union  there  is  one  child  only,  a  daughter. 
Lizzie,  born  Aug.  27,  18C9.  The  family  residence 
is  a  neat  and  substantial  structure  and  pleasantly 


located.     Mr.  Kepplinger  and  his  wife  are  members 

of  tlie   Lutheran   ('iiiirch.  and  enjoy  (lie  friendsliip 
and  conlidciice  of  a  host  <if  friends. 

VT/ONAS  I.  IIOWKLI..  A  snug  farm  of  120 
acres,  pleasant!}'  located  on  section  20,  in' 
Long  Point  Township,  attracts  the  admira- 
'  tion  of  the  passer-bj'  on  account  of  its  finely 
cultivated  fields,  it«  neat  and  substantial  buildings 
and  its  handsome  array  of  fine  stock,  in  which  latter 
department  of  agriculture  .T.  I.  Howell,  the  pro- 
prietor, has  been  especially  successful.  As  a  pub- 
lic-spirited man  he  has  lilled  the  |)ositions  of  Con- 
stable three  yeai>  and  School  Director  several 
terms.  He  ha>  \inifoin)ly  manifested  hi>  interest 
in  those  enteriiriscs  calculate'!  to  build  u))  the  coni- 
mnnity,  by  i)utting  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel  of  the 
car  of  ]irogress  and  giving  substantial  aiil  and  en- 
couragement to  all  good  works  and  pur|)Ose>. 

The  earliest  recollections  of  our  subject  are  of 
his  home  among  the  hills  of  Coshocton  County, 
Ohio,  where  his  birth  took  place  Dec.  25,  1841, 
and  where  he  played  a>  n  Iioy.  His  parents,  Will- 
iam and  Catherine  (.Spicer)  Howell,  were  natives 
res])ectively  of  Virginia  and  Ohio.  The  former 
was  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bonhain)  How- 
ell, natives  of  Virginia,  and  was  born  in  l.'^OG.  He 
came  to  lUinois  Oct.  2G,  1850,  landing  in  JLar>hall 
County,  where  he  continued  a  year  and  four  mouths 
and  then  came  to  this  county,  locating  on  section 
20  in  Long  Point  Townshiji,  on  the  8th  of  March. 
1858.  He  commenced  ojierations  on  a  tract  of  un- 
cultivated land,  which  in  due  time  he  converted 
into  a  good  farm,  and  Inter  ^ncces>fnlly  carried  on 
stock-raising.  He  wa>  nmnicil  three  times,  the 
first  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Kinzie,  the'  second  to  Miss 
Catherine  Sjiiccr,  and  the  third  to  Mrs.  Jane  Whaley, 
who  survives  him  and  residi>  on  the  home  farm. 
Catherine,  the  motlur  of  our  -uhject,  died  Aja'il 
2.'>.  1880, .aged  >i,\ty-two years,  nine  months  and  nine 
days.  The  father  dejiarted  this  life  Sejit.  11,  iss7, 
having,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  reached  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty  year~.  eight  month>  and  eleven 
day^. 

The  children  of   William   and    l-;iizal)etli   Howell 
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are  rcCKided  as  follows:  Ulysses  was  born  Sept.  3, 
IS-if*,  and  died  May  25),  1882;  Isaac  C.  was  liorii 
May  1,  1831,  and  died  Feb.  9,  1880;  Joliii  W.  h.i> 
born  Aug.  7.  183G.  Of  his  union  with  Catherine 
.Spicer  were  born  Jonas  1.,  our  subject,  and  Catlier- 
ine.  who  was  born  in  Aiiril.  1840,  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Harper.  Most  of  the  ehiidren  are  residents  of  this 
State. 

Our  subject  was  a  youth  of  seventeen  years  whon 
he  came  with  his  father's  family  to  this  county,  ami 
he  remaineil  with  them  and  assisted  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  soil  and  keeping  up  the  homestead  until 
his  marriage,  which  took  place  Nov.  IG,  1864.  I  lis 
bride.  Miss". Jane  E.  KUiott,  was  born  in  (ale- 
ilonia,  Putnam  Co.,  III.,  and  is  the  only  child  of 
Lynde  and  Jane  (Dj-kes)  Elliott,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Norfolk.  Va.,  and  the  latter  of  Manchester, 
England. 

Mr.,  and  .Mrs.  Howell  are  the  parents  of  one 
child  onl}',  a  daughter,  Wiirniiia,  who  came  into  the 
household  on  the  ;51st  of  July,  1878,  and  is  now  a 
promising  little  girl  of  nine  years.  Both  the  fam- 
ilies of  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  largely  repre- 
sented in  this  county  and  vicinity,  and  are  uni- 
forml}-  people  of  good  standing  and  means,  the 
men  honest  and  good  citizens  and  the  women  care- 
ful wives  and  mothers. 

The  other  children  of  John  and  Elizabeth  How- 
ell, the  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  are 
recorded  as  foHows:  Gilmore,  a  resident  of  Law- 
rence Count}',  this  State,  is  married  and  has  four 
children  living;  John,  a  resident  of  Coshocton 
Countj',  Ohio,  has  a  wife  and  eight  children  ;  Betsy, 
the  wife  of  Arthur  McBride,  is  the  mother  of  eight 
children,  and  a  resident  of  this  State;  Eliza,  Mrs. 
Harvey  lJ(juey,  is  a  resident  of  Greene  County, 
Ind.,  and  the  mother  of  eight  children;  Rebecca 
w.as  marricil  and  is  now  deceased. 

W  ON.  JAMES  II.  FUNK,  ex-l'rosecntiug  At- 
rj^,  torney  of  Livingston  County,  and  a  pi'onii- 
1\^  nc-rit  faruK-r  of  ['Mion  Township,  was  born 
(^      III    Fairheld    County.  Ohio,  on   {\iv    ir,tli    of 


Febiiiar}'.    1842.  and    i.- 
nine    children     born    to 


the  eldest   in 
Abiaham     a 


family   of 
Margaret 


(Hutchinson)  Funk,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio 
resjiectively,    of    whom    a    sketch    appears    in    this 

Al.lUM. 

Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  self-edu- 
cated, never  having  gone  to  .school  more  than  seven- 
teen days  in  any  one  year.  His  youth  and  early 
manhood  were  spent  in  hard  farm  labor,  while  his 
evenings  were  devoted  to  his  books  until  1862, 
when  he  began  to  teach  school  in  the  winter  and 
farm  in  the  summer,  pushing  his  studies  systematic- 
ally all  the  time.  In  1862  he  risked  the  purchase 
of  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  prepared  to  im- 
prove, and  on  the  15th  of  August  of  that  year  he 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  J.  (Jibson,  third  child  in  a 
family  of  five  born  to  Chai'les  and  Nancj'  (Shaw) 
Gibson,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland,  and  afterward 
emigrated  to  America.  Immediately  after  marriage 
the}'  settled  on  their  little  farm  in  LaSalle  County, 
where  they  lived  together  until  July  3,  1865,  when 
his  excellent  wife  passed  away,  leaving  him  one 
child,  a  daughtei',  Lucinda  Idella.  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  J.  P.  Gammon,  a  stock-dealer  at  Sundance, 
Wyo.  Mrs.  Funk  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  a  woman  of  sunny  disposi- 
tion, and  strong  will  power,  connected  with  untiring 
energy.  She  was  the  joy  of  the  household,  and  the 
social  pride  of  society.  Her  death  left  her  sorrow- 
ing husband  without  counsel  or  support,  and  he 
soon  afterward  sold  his  farm  and  went  to  New  York 
State. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1 866,  Mr.  Funk  was 
married  the  second  time,  his  choice  being  Emilj'  J. 
Gardner,  the  third  child  in  a  family  of  six  born  to 
Benjamin  and  Lean  (Brownell)  Gardner,  who  were 
natives  of  Vermont.  She  was  born  at  Silver  Creek, 
N.  Y.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1839.  Her  father  was 
a  farmer  and  lumber  dealer,  and  was  the  son  of 
Eleazer  and  Th.ankful  (Chambeilain)  Gardner,  na- 
tives of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  On  the  mother's  side  the  Brownells  were 
of  the  family  noted  in  the  history'  of  the  late  war 
on  .■lecoiint  of  one  of  them  at  Alexandria,  Va., 
killing  -Jackson,  the  mnrderei-  of  Col.  Ellsworth,  of 
the  Chicago  Zouaves.  Mr.  G.ardner  was  prominent 
as  a  Whig,  and  later  as  a  Republican. 

For  the  first  year  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Yunk 
remained    in    the    State  of    New  York,  and    then 
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retuvnecl  west,  locating  in  Livingston  Count}', 
where  he  bought  120  acres  of  wild  Innd.  Here  he 
put  up  a  small  house  for  the  shelter  of  his  family, 
and  with  the  blue  sky  the  only  covering  for  his 
horse,  he  began  life  for  the  second  time  as  a  farmer, 
engaging  in  school  teaching  during  the  winter. 
Mrs.  Funk  also  engaged  at  teaching  to  aid  in  mak- 
ing their  start.  During  this  time  he  devoted  all 
his  spare  moments  to  the  study  of  the  law,  intending 
ultimately  to  fit  himself  for  that  profession.  He 
pursued  these  studies  with  his  usual  energy  and 
perseverance,  and  on  the  20th  of  Ma}-,  1871,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  an  examination  held 
in  Ottawa,  and  then  returned  to  his  farm  and  pre- 
pared to  close  his  business  and  enter  actively  into 
the  profession.  On  the  26th  of  December,  1871, 
he  moved  to  Odell  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
A.  P.  Wright,  for  the  practice  of  law.  This  film 
continued  until  1873,  and  then  Mr.  Wright  with- 
drew, and  later  on  left  Odell  and  located  in  the  city 
of  Streator. 

Mr.  Funk  continued  the  business  in  Odell,  and  in 
November,  1872,  he  was  the  successful  candidate  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  the  position  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney.  Leaving  his  family  at  Odell  he  began 
the  duties  of  the  office,  which  he  discharged  for 
four  years,  and  during  the  terra  he  tried  the  Kearn's 
murder  ease,  the  Barrett  and  Shannon  murder  case, 
where  he  opposed  the  celebrated  criminal  lawyer, 
William  O'Brien,  and  the  celebrated  Charlie  Ross 
ease  that  sprung  up  in  Livingston  County.  This 
ease  brought  him  in  contact  with  the  Pinkerton 
force,  and  between  them  they  drove  the  case  to  the 
wall.  Mr.  Funk  then  defended  successfully  the 
parties  who  were  prosecuted  for  damages  by  the 
party  accused  of  the  abductions.  These  cases,  with 
manjr  others,  won  him  the  esteem  of  the  bar,  and 
the  approval  of  the  people  of  the  county.  During 
his  practice  he  drew  the  first  indictment  under  the 
dram  shop  act  of  1872,  and  tried  the  first  case  un- 
der that  law  in  the  State,  and  also  drew  the  first  bill 
of  assignment  under  the  Insolvent  Debtors'  Act  of 
Illinois.  During  his  term  as  Prosecuting  Attorney 
he  became  the  terror  of  all  evil  doers.  In  January, 
188.3,  he  found  his  health  failing  rapidly,  and  at 
once  moved  to  his  farm  in  Union  Township.  Dur- 
ing his  term  of  office  he  purchased  land  and  was  at 


this  time  the  possessor  of  320  acres.  He  now  owns 
()30  acres  of  land  with  fine  inipnjvcments,  and  well 
stocked.  He  has  a  number  of  fine  imported  Nor- 
man horses,  and  is  breeding  the  finest  of  young 
Norman  stock,  with  which  he  is  supplying  the  sur-' 
rounding  country.  His  cattle  are  thoroughbred 
Short-horns,  and  no  finer  are  found  in  this  section  of 
Livingston  County, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Funk  are.-ictive  members  of  society, 
and  .as  they  justly  deserve,  are  looked  upon  as  being 
identified  with  all  that  is  progressive  in  the  com- 
munity, and  only  with  that  which  is  good  and  pure. 
They  became  the  parents  of  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  living.  Cynthia  A.,  who  was  born  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1867;  Helen,  who  was  born  on  the 
4th  of  February,  1872,  and  died  on  the  7th  of 
November,  1878,  and  Edna  E.,  who  was  born  on 
the  27th  of  March,  1878.  Helen  was  accidentally 
burned  by  the  explosion  of  a  kerosene  lamp,  from 
which  her  death  resulted;  Cynthia  is  a  l)ook-kee|)er 
in  St.  Paul,  Minn;  Edna,  the  joy  of  the  household, 
is  with  her  parents  at  home.  At  the  present  time 
Mr.  Funk  is  devoting  his  entire  time  to  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  though  not  actively  engaged 
in  the  political  arena,  is  by  no  mains  retired  from 
the  field.  His  voice  is  frequently  heard  in  the 
cause  of  Christianity,  temperance  and  moral  reform. 

In  the  illustration  department  of  this  Album  is 
shown  a  view  of  the  residence  of  the  Hon.  James 
H.  Funk. 

fl  AMES  B.  AUSTIN,  who  occupies  the  posi- 
tion of  Marshal  of  the  tow^n  of  Dwight,  is 
of  English  and  Welsh  descent.  The  Austins 
were  among  the  early  settlers  and  pioneers 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  James  Austin, 
the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  served  on 
board  a  privateer  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  maternal  great-grandfather.  Samuel  Mitchell, 
served  all  through  the  Revolutionary  AVar,  first  as 
a  soldier  and  then   as  a  privateersman. 

During  the  war  the  seafaring  people  of  the  East- 
ern States  fitted  out  a  great  many  private  vessels 
to  harrass  the  British  shipping.  They  were  of  the 
greatest  service  to  the  cause  of  the  struggling  col- 
onies, as  their  vessels  constituted  nearly  their  entire 
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n:ival  force.  Samuel  JliUhell  served  on  a  vessel 
under  Capt.  George  Waite  l?al>eoek,  and  assisted 
ill  the  caiiHire  of  an  Kn,i;li>h  man-of-war.  talking  her 
as  a  prize  to  'Newport,  R.  T.  Samuel  Austin,  the 
gi-andfather  «>f  our  sulijeot.  was  born  .it  North 
Kingston.  R.  I.,  and  there  was  reared  to  farming, 
whieh  oecupatiou  he  followed  in  after  life.  Ho 
married  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  Miteiiell 
of  North  Kingston,  and  to  them  were  liorn  eleven 
children — Ruth.  Kmily  G. .Julia  A.,  Maria  P.,  Isaac, 
James  S..  Margaret,  Sarah,  Harriet  N.,  Hannah  E. 
and  Samuel  W..  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and 
are  still  living,  except  Rntli  and  Harriet  N.  Mr. 
Ausliv)  owned  a  farm  nj>on  which  he  lived  dnring 
his  entire  life.  In  religious  matters  he  was  aClose- 
Commnnion  or  "Hard  Shell"  Baptist,  and  iwlitically 
he  w.as  an  old-line  AVhig.  He  was  an  industrious, 
hard-working  man,  and  lirought  up  his  family  to 
liahits  i>f  industry,  instilling  into  them  good  moral 
principles.  Although  stem  in.  his  teachings,  he 
posses-sccl  a  mild  dispositiim.  and  was  a  kind  fathei'. 
He  w.as  a  man  of  strong  constitution,  and  lived  to 
the  good  old  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

James  S.  Austin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
horn  on  his  fatlii-r's  farm  in  Rhode  Island,  Nov.  30, 
l><i;3.  He  passeil  his  early  life  (m  his  father's  farm, 
and  besiiles  learning  farming,  he  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  In  Is.'i'J  ho  married 
-Miss  Lucy,  daughter  of  Sil;i~  ;ind  Sarah  (Card) 
Allen,  of  North  Kingston.  K.  I.,  and  to  them  were 
Imrn  eleven  children,  named  as  follows:  fSarah, 
Isa-ac.  Lncy,  Ella,  Henry  F.,  Annie,  Steijheii  A., 
Susan  H.,  James  15..  Susan  IL  (2d)  and  Maggie. 
Mr.  Austin  lived  un  a  f;irm  mi  Mt.  Hope,  in  Rhode 
Island,  i.he  faniou>  sc.-it  nf  Kjul;  Phillip,  the  re- 
nowned Indian  chieftain  and  warrior,  who  became 
celebrated  in  song  and  story.  Here  Mr.  Austin 
lived  five  year>.  and  then  moved  to  the  northern  part 
of  I'rudence  Island,  iji  Narragan.sctt  Bay,  ulieiice 
in  lf('i.'>  he  came  to  Illinois,  whore  lie  purchased  a 
farm  on  which  he  lived,  and  made  good  iiniirove- 
meiits.  llesold  this  property  .and  inoveil  to  Dwight 
Town-hip.  whor<'  he  farmed  until  l.sTs,  when  he 
.•(old  out  and  went  to  Rush  County.  Kan.,  where  he 
took  np  a  homestead,  of  which  he  still  li.as  pos.sos- 
sioii.  He  returned  to  Livingston  County  in  1«h;!, 
•linee   which   time    he   li.-is   boon    livinjj  in    DwigliL, 


where  he  is  Tax  Collector.  In  political  opinions 
Mr.  .Vustin  is  a  Republican,  and  besides  the  offlce 
lie  now  holds,  lias  lieen  Sujiervisor  and  Road  Com- 
mis>ionor. 

.laiiies  B.  Austin,  our  subject,  was  born  on  Pru- 
dence Island,  in  Narragansett  Bay,  on  the  5th  of 
May,  I8."i4.  and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Illi- 
nois when  but  one  year  old.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education  at  Dwight,  and  followed  farm- 
ing until  1  882.  In  1 87!),  on  the  18th  of  March,  Mr. 
Austin  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie,  daughter  of 
(ieorgc  W.  and  Mary  (Turnbaugh)  Boyer,  and  they 
becamo  the  parents  of  four  children :  George  S. ; 
Albert,  who  died  in  infancy;  Eftle  M.  and  Blanche. 
The  young  couple  went  to  live  on  a  farm  near 
Dwight,  where  they  remained  five  years,  and  then 
removed  with  their  family  to  Dwight,  where,  in 
coiiipau}'  with  H.  F.  Boyer,  our  subject  went  into 
the  horse-breeding  business.  The}'  have  four  im- 
ported stallions,  English  draft  and  Norman,  which 
were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  from  $1,500  to  $2,000. 
In  1887  Mr.  Austin  was  elected  to  the  offlce  of 
Marshal  of  Dwight,  which  position  he  still  holds, 
and  is  discharging  its  duties  with  credit  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  the  people.  In  polities  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  party. 


■jfy  EVASSEUR  MASON  is  a  prominent  young 
I  {(§)  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  12,  Pon- 
;l^\  tiac  Township,  whose  birthplace  was  Pres- 
ton County,  W.  \':i..  a  county  which  borders  on 
Pennsylvania,  and  has  a  diversified  surface,  con- 
sisting of  a  mountain  region,  feitile  valleys  and  ex- 
tensive forests,' and  the  products  of  which  are  corn, 
hay,  oats,  and  cattle.  The  people  are  similar  in 
their  habits  and  customs  to  those  of  Pennsjdvania, 
anil  uiion  their  migration  to  the  West  readily  assimi- 
lated with  the  i)eople  there.  Preston  Count}'  is 
largely  inhabited  by  an  industrious,  frugal  and  in- 
telligent class  of  people,  and  when  the  State  of 
\irginia  seceded  from  the  Union  and  engaged  with 
the  other  Sf)utliorn  States  inaugurating  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  the  people  of  that  section,  now  con- 
stituting the  State  of  West  Virginia,  were  largely 
loyal  to  the  Union.     The  family  to  which  the  sub- 
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ject  of  this  sketch  I)eloriged  resided  tliere  dining 
the  greater  time  the  war  was  in  progress,  and  nec- 
essarily snffered  the  eonseqiiences  of  the  incursions 
of  both  armies. 

Mr.  Rlason  was  born  on  the  2d  of  Maj-,  1848, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  D.  and  Mary  R.  Mason, 
who  were  both  Virginians  bj"  birth.  In  the  3'ear 
18(;4,  which  was  a  year  before  the  close  of  the  war, 
his  parents  removed  from  Virginia  and  settled  in 
Adams  County,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  until 
1872,  when  the}'  concluded  to  go  further  West,  and 
came  to  Livingston  Count}',  settling  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this  slietch,  on 
section  12,  Pontiac  Township.  The  family  of  his 
parents  consisted  of  six  children,  three  of  whom 
are  living:  Albert  S. ;  Elizabeth  L.,  the  wife  of  T. 
E.  Grandy,  and  Levasseur.  The  father,  William 
D.  Mason,  who  died  in  1884.  was  consiilered  one  of 
the  rei)reseutative  and  progressive  farmers  of  Pon- 
tiac Township.  He  was  purely  a  self-made  m.in, 
as  whatever  he  aec<mipl!shed  in  life  was  through 
his  own  unaided  efforts.  He  was  a  Democmt  in 
politics,  and  always  consistently  acted  with  that 
party.  He  also  took  a  Uxely  interest  in  the  moral 
and  educational  welfare  of  the  people  of  his  town- 
ship. His  widow,  wlio  is  a  woman  of  many  excel- 
lent qualities,  survives  him,  and  resides  in  the  city 
of  Pontiac. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  slietch  i-emained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  .arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  was  emplo3'ed  in  his  father's 
store  in  Winchester,  Ohio,  where  he  was  a  general 
merchant.  In  this  capacity  he  learned  many  of  the 
rudiments  of  business  which  have  served  him  vveU 
in  after  life.  He  was  fortunately  situated  so  that 
he  secured  a  good  common-school  education.  In 
April,  1873,  he  wiis  married  to  Maggie  S.  DeBruin, 
of  Adams  Comity,  Ohio.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
J.  H.  DeBruin,  of  that  count}',  who  is  a  mini.ster  in 
the  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mason  have  been  born  four  children:  Willie  on  the 
12th  of  June,  1875;  Ella  on  the  7th  of  March. 
1879;  Frank  on  the  14th  of  July.  1881,  and  Edna 
on  the  26th  of  June,  1884. 

In  1882  Mr.  Mason  removed  to  Nebraska,  and 
in  Pierce  County  was  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness,  which   included   the   sale  of  farm  machinery 


and  h.ardware.  In  1886  he  returned  to  his  present 
farm,  which  consists  of  266^  .acres  in  Pontiac  Town- 
ship. This  farm  is  composed  of  excellent  land  and 
has  alwa3's  been  very  productive.  Under  Mr. 
Mason's  manipulations  its  physical  condition  will 
be  much  improved.  It  is  with  pleasure  we  present 
a  view  of  Mr.  Mason's  residence,  together  with  its 
environments,  on  an  accompanying  page.  Like  his 
father  Mr.  Mason  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  is 
in  no  sense  an  offensive  partis.an.  He  has  already 
established  himself  in  the  esteem  of  his  neighbors, 
and  will  no  doubt  find  his  residence  in  Pontiac 
Township  both  profitable  and  plea.sant. 

ELI  W.  PEARSON,  farmer  and  Supervisor  of 
Esmen  Township,  also  a  dealer  in  cattle  and 
hogs,  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  on 
the  11th  of  August,  1836,  the  third  in  a  family  of 
five  children  born  to  Aaron  and  R.achel  (Moore) 
Pearson,  who  were  natives  of  A'irginia  and  Ohio  re- 
spectivelj'.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  na- 
tives of  England,  and  early  emigrants  to  America. 
There  were  two  brothers  at  that  time,  and  the  name 
they  then  bore  was  Preiser,  which  was  afterward 
merged  into  Pearson.  They  were  originally  Quak- 
ers. The  maternal  grandparents  were  natives  of 
Germany,  and  were  very  early  emigrants  to  Amer- 
ica. The  father  of  Mr.  Pearson  was  born  and 
reared  in  Ohio,  where  he  resided  all  his  life.  The 
greater  portion  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  but  in  his  later  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  milling  business. 

Tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools,  and  his  adv.antages  were  very 
limited,  h.aving  been  left  an  orphan  at  the  .age  of 
six  j-ears,  and  growing  to  manhood  amidst  stran- 
gers, having  been  put  out  for  a  permanent  home. 
He  lived  with  a  family  named  Swallow,  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Ohio,  until  fourteen  years  of  .age, 
and  then  began  to  look  out  for  himself.  He  first 
worked  for  a  Dunksird  named  Blickerstaft',  with 
whom  he  remained  four  years.  After  this  he  chose 
a  guardian,  one  II.  N.  Kerr,  instead  of  his  uncle, 
and  remained  with  him  until  nineteen  jcars  of  age, 
when  he  rented  land  and  began   farming  for  him- 
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self,  which  be  engngeil  in  for  one  season,  and  thon 
followed  his  >;Hardian,  H.  N.  Ken-,  AVest,  the  lattor 
having  gone  on  in  the  si)ring.  He  arrived  at 
Blooiningti)n,  111..  i>n  Mir  L'Ctli  of  Octolier,  is.i.'i. 
ami  ihence  went  to  t'nha.  in  Odell  Townsliip.  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  Mi.  Kerr  then  lived.  In 
this  townshi])  he  farmed  one  year,  and  then  boiiglit 
eighty  aere^  of  wild  land,  which  he  improved. 
While  there  he  concluded  to  settle  in  life,  and  re- 
tnrned  to  Miami  County.  Ohio,  for  tiie  purpose  of 
niaiTving. 

On  the  -iSth  of  October,  l.s.t.s,  Rlr.  Pearson  was 
married  to  Rachel  Sheafer,  the  third  child  in  a  fam- 
ily of  ten,  of  whom  the  parents  were  Eckert  and 
Rachel  (Smith)  Sheafer.  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
■|"hey  were  of  German  descent,  their  parents  being 
natives  of  (Termany,  and  early  emigTants  to  Amer- 
ica. After  marriage  Mr.  Pearson  settled  ujion  his 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Livingston  Countj-,  where 
he  had  made  improvements  adapted  to  his  wants. 
But  his  enterprise  soon  made  it  necessary  for  liini 
to  have  more  land,  .ind  in  1S(;6  he  sold  this  farm 
and  moved  to  Esmen  Townshij),  where  lie  first 
bought  160  acres  of  wild  land  on  section  26,  to 
which  he  added  eighty  aci-es,  making  for  the  home 
place  340  acres.  This  land  he  has  placed  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  and  made  splendid  ini- 
))rovements  in  the  way  of  houses  and  barns.  His 
orchard  and  shrubbery  are  unsurpassed  in  the  town- 
ship. A  view  of  the  premises  is  shown  in  this  con- 
nection. He  located  n])on  this  farm  in  1866,  and 
has  li\'ed  there  contnniously  ever  since.  During 
this  time  there  have  been  born  to  him  six  children, 
whfiare  all  living:  Rachel,  Sept.  10.  lH."i9;  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  March  4,  1861  :  Arthur  X.,  March  22, 
1HC3:  Sarah  Emma.  Fcl..  11,  1  HOC  :  Anna  M.,  Aug. 
22,  186H:  Ida  O.,  Eel..  2,  is?;').  Lincoln  married 
.Savannah  IJmphenour,  and  now  lives  in  Washing- 
ton County,  Col.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming; 
Arthur  is  there  also,  and  both  have  taken  up  land 
claim-;  Emma  married  Royal  E.  Knapp,  who  lives 
on  a  farm  two  miles  north  of  the  homestead;  the 
other  children  reside  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Anna  is  jii.st  entering  ii|>oii  llie  inofe.ssion  of  school 
teaching. 

.Mr.  Pearson  taught  the  third  term  of  school  in 
liiT  own  dwelling,     lie  ."icrved  a.«i  School  Director  in 


lli^  district  until  his  removal  to  Esmen  Townslii[). 
He  then  helijed  to  organize  District  No.  7,  and 
served  as  Director  until  1870,  when  he  resigned 
and  accepted  the  position  of  School  Treasurer, 
whieli  he  has  held  evei-  since.  He  was  largely  in- 
stiuniental  in  .securing  the  construction  of  the  pres- 
ent commodious  school  building.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing his  tenth  ye:ir  as  Supervisor  of  Esmen  Town- 
ship, having  been  elected  in  1878  on  the  Independ- 
ent ticket,  which  he  voted  at  that  time.  He  has 
always  been  independent  in  politics,  and  is  quite 
active  in  township  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pearson  are  both  enthusiastic  and 
active  in  their  support  of  all  educational  progress, 
and  none  wield  a  stronger  influence  for  good  than 
they. 

ELON  G.  RAG  AN,  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  Broughton  Township,  came  to  this 
j  section  of  country  during  its  first  settlement, 
and  ni;iy  be  properly  numbered  among  the  self- 
made  men,  who  not  only  have  built  up  a  comfort- 
able home  for  themselves,  but  have  assisted  in  the 
development  and  progress  of  the  township.  He 
has  been  an  interested  witness  of  the  remarkable 
changes  which  have  occurred  during  the  last  thirty 
years  in  this  section  of  the  Prairie  State,  and  while 
laboring  for  himself  and  family,  has  also  kept  in 
mind  the  welfare  of  those  around  him,  and  the  in- 
fluence which  each  member  of  a  community  ex- 
erts in  determining  the  general  result.  Bixiughton 
Township  is  fortunate  in  being  settled  uji  by  intel- 
ligent people,  among  whimi  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
has  borne  no  uniniportaiit  part. 

Mr.  R.-igan  was  born  in  Lewis  County,  N.  Y., 
Jan.  22,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Mary 
(Reeves)  Ragan,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
The  first  representative  of  the  Ragan  family  who 
settled  in  New  York  State  became  a  resident  of 
Dutchess  County,  whence  some  of  his  descendants 
subsequently  removed,  and  located  in  Lewis  Count}'. 
Among  these  was  the  father  of  our  subject,  who 
served,  when  a  .young  man,  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  w.as  subsequently  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
Ill  1  s44,  when  Elon  G.  was  a  lad  twelve  years  of 
age,  Charles  Ragan  with  his  motherless  family,  mi- 
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grated  tu  Ohio,  and  located  in  l\)i'tage  County, 
where  they  resided  several  years,  and  where  the 
death  of  the  father  took  place  al)ont  1853;  his  wife, 
Mary,  had  <lie(l  in  New  Yorli  State  about  1.S41. 
Charles  Ragan  was  a  second  time  married,  and  his 
family  included  a  large  number  of  chiiilren,  of 
wliom  Ralpli  now  lives  in  Ohio;  Emily  is  the  wife 
of  Wells  Iliu'lbut,  of  Ohio,  and  Catlierinc  married 
Robert  Close,  of  Broughton  Township,  this  county. 

Mr.  Ragan  remained  in  the  Bncl^eye  State  until 
reacliing  his  majority,  and  coming  to  Illinois  in  the 
spring  of  1853,  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his 
residence  in  this  State  in  Grundy  County,  whence 
he  removed  to  Livingston  County  in  the  spring  of 
18(j5.  He  first  located  in  D wight  Township,  and 
engaged  in  farming  until  the  spring  of  1871,  when 
he  took  possession  of  his  present  home  in  Brough- 
ton Township.  Here  he  has  fifty-nine  acres  of  land 
on  section  31,  which  comprises  tlie  iiomestead,  and 
he  owns  ninety-six  acres  in  .Sullivan  Township. 
He  has  Jabored  industriously  all  his  life,  and  may 
reasonabl_v  lo<ik  with  satisfaction  upon  the  results 
of  his  self-sacrifice  and  eeonom}'.  The  family  resi- 
dence is  a  comfortable  and  substantial  structure, 
flanked  by  a  good  barn  and  other  necessary  out- 
buildings, and  there  is  about  the  premises  an  air  of 
comfort  which  is  pleasant  t(;  contemplate.  Mr. 
Ragan  arrived  in  Illinois  with  a  capital  of  $3  in  his 
pocket,  and  his  present  possessions  indicate  how 
well  he  has  spent  his  time,  and  liow  judicious  ii.ivc 
been  his  investments. 

The  lady  who  has  for  the  last  thirty  years  pre- 
sided over  the  domestic  affairs  of  our  subject,  and 
been  his  best  friend  and  close  counselor,  was  in  her 
girlhood  Miss  Maria  West,  and  became  his  wife  on 
the  6th  of  March,  1855.  Mrs.  Ragan  was  born  in 
Susquehanna  County,  Pa.,  and  came  to  this  county 
with  lier  husband,  her  early  life  having  been  spent 
with  her  parents  in  Pennsylvania.  They  became 
the  parents  of  two  children:  Ilenrj',  now  a  resident 
of  this  township,  and  Etfle,  the  wife  of  Orrin  Hale, 
of  Sannemin  Township. 

Upon  first  coming  to  this  farm,  Mi'.  Ragan  was 
obliged  to  go  fourteen  miles  to  mill,  which  was  also 
the  nearest  trading  point.  There  were  then  no 
railroads  or  stage  lines,  transportation  being  effected 
with  h(jrse  and  ox  teams.  Mr.  Ragan,  however, 
4* 


bore  in  mind  the  fact  that  he  was  as  well  off  as  his 
neighbors,  and  had  only  one  thought  in  his  mind, 
that  of  pressing  onward  until  the  la[)se  of  time  and 
the  advance  of  civilization  sliould  bring  about  a 
better  state  of  things.  He  believed  that  his  pa- 
tience would  be  rewarded,  and  he  was  not  disap- 
pointed. He  and  his  estimable  lady  are  passing 
their  declining  years  suriounded  l)y  the  comforts 
of  life,  and  the  kindly  (■:iic  of  many  friends. 

Mr.  Ragan  when  u  young  man  identified  him- 
self with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he  still 
adheres  with  the  tenacity  of  liis  first  convictions. 


i/P^  E.  HEPPERLY.  This  gentleman  commenced 
I  )l  f''"'"*'"o  '"  ^"^^  Township  in  the  spring  of 
^^^  187(),  taking  possession  of  the  land  which  he 
now  occupies,  and  which  comprises  120  acres.  This 
he  has  brought  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  pro- 
vided it  vvith  neat  and  substantial  fencing,  and 
drained  the  low  portions  with  tile,  so  that  he  has  a 
farm  which  produces  alnindantly  the  various  crops 
of  the  Prairie  State.  The  dwelling  is  a  shapely  and 
convenient  structure,  and  the  barn  and  out-bnild- 
ings  meet  all  the  requirements  for  the  storing  of 
gram  and  the  shelter  of  stock. 

Mr.  Hepperly  is  no  unimportant  factor  in  the  af- 
fairs of  his  township,  although  comparativel}-  a 
young  man,  while  his  industry  and  straightforward 
business  methods  long  ago  secured  him  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  neighbors,  and  there  is  every 
indication  that  his  future  career  will  be  one  of 
steady  progress  and  prosperity.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  valued  mendjers  of  the  Republican  party  in 
this  section. 

Our  subject,  a  native  of  Tazewell  County,  wa.- 
born  Aug.  8,  1853,  and  is  the  second  child  of  Will- 
iam P.  and  Margaret  (O'Brien)  Hepperly,  the  former 
a  native  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  the  latter  of  In- 
diana. They  were  married  inOroveland  Township, 
Tazewell  Countj*,  and  their  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  six  children,  namely  :  John  A.,  Orin  E., 
Charles  A.,  George  H.,  Sarah  E.  and  Mary  E.,  all 
living,  and  the  three  eldest  sons  married.  William 
P.  Hepperly  and  his  excellent  wife  are  highlj-  re 
spected  residents  of  Pike  Township,  and  members 
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in    good    standino:    of    the    Metliodist    F^piscopal 
Church. 

Mr.  Hepperly  was  a  little  lad  five  years  of  age 
when  his  (xirents  removed  from  Tazewell  to  Wood- 
ford County,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  remained  until  selecting  his  future 
home  in  this  county.  This  was  land  which  his 
father  had  purchased  several  years  before,  and  njion 
it  our  subject  carried  on  farming  three  years  befoiv 
his  marriage.  This  important  event  was  celebr.ated 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Woodford  County,  Feb. 
17.  1881,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Tarcy 
D.  Foster.  Mrs.  H.  was  born  in  Woodford  County, 
Jan.  1,  1862,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Eliza  (Myers)  Foster,  natives  of  Germany  and 
Ohio  respectively,  and  now  residents  of  Tazewell 
County.  The  young  people  commenced  house- 
keeping in  a  modest  dwelling,  and  two  years  after- 
ward .Mr.  Hepperly  increased  his  acre.age  by  the 
purchase  of  a  40-acre  tract  adjoining  the  first.  He 
now  has  120  acres,  the  cultivation  of  which  yields 
him  a  handsome  income,  and  is  enabled  to  provide 
himself  and  family  with  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

'  .\.MEs  M.  WVLIK.  whose  |)ortrait  is  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  this  brief  sketch 
of  his  life,  located  in  Saunemin  Township  in 
^^1  the  spring  of  1 870,  and  took  possession  of 
his  present  farm  of  1 60  acres  on  section  .5.  He  has 
since  given  much  of  his  attention  to  stock-raising, 
although  carrying  on  his  general  farming  operations 
with  enterprise  and  success.  The  residence  and 
out-buildings  bear  fair  comparison  with  those  of 
his  neighliors,  and  his  land  has  been  rendered  re- 
markably fertile  by  being  underlaid  with  .500  rods 
of  tiling.  Ho  has  pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his 
w.iy  as  an  industrious  and  enterprising  farmer,  at 
the  "ame  time  jjossessing  those  qualities  w!)icli  liavo 
rendered  him  a  desirable  mciiilx'r  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

.Mr.  SVylie  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
Oct.  1.0,  1830,  at  the  homestead  of  his  p:irenls,  l)n- 
vid  and  Frances  fKidinger)  Wylie,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Buckeye  State.      His  paternal  grand- 


father, .lames  Wylie,  is  believed  to  have  been  of 
English  birth  and  parentage;  he  was  a  gentleman 
of  good  e(Uication  and  followed  the  profession  of 
a  teacher  in  his  own  country  until,  through  the  so- 
licitations of  Benjamin  Franklin,  he  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, and  i)ursned  his  calling  thereafter  in    Ohio. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  An- 
drew Ridinger,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  on  account  of  which  ho  was  afterward 
a  pensioner.  He  finally  took  up  his  abode  in  AVarren 
County,  Ohio,  during  the  early  settlement  of  that 
State,  and  there  spent  his  last  years.  There  also  he 
reared  his  family,  and  his  daughter.  Finances,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  was  married. 

.James  M.  Wylie  is  the  only  surviving  child  of  his 
parents,  with  whom  he  removed  when  about  seven 
years  of  age  to  Indiana,  and  they  settled  nearCraw- 
fordsville.  where  the  death  of  the  mother  took  place. 
The  father  survived  several  years,  and  died  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  III,  in  ISO.").  .lames  M.,  when 
about  thirteen  years  pf  age.  began  learning  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  followed  eight  or  nine 
j-ears.  In  18.50,  when  twenty  ye.irs  of  age,  he 
started  on  an  overland  trip  to  California,  crossing 
the  plains  with  a  team  in  company  with  three  other 
men.  Their  journey  occupied  10.3  days  after  cross- 
ing the  Missouri  River.  Young  Wylie  continued 
in  California  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  engaging 
in  mining,  farming  and  stock-raising.  .  He  returned 
to  Illinois  in  1870,  and  at  once  settled  upon  his 
present  farm. 

Mr.  Wylie,  upon  his  return  from  California,  was 
married  to  Miss  Leah  Jones,  a  native  of  Fountain 
County,  Ind.,  and  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Leah 
(Slaughter)  Jones.  The  event  occurred  on  the  1st 
of  December,  1870.  The  parents  of  his  wife  were 
natives  of  New  Y'ork,  and  are  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wylie  at  once  settled  down  upon  the 
farm,  and  in  due  time  became  the  p.arents  of  seven 
children,  namely :  Addie  B,  Frederick,  Jessie  M., 
James  B.,  Maude  E.,  Claude  C.  and  Mary  Vj.  The 
eldest  is  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  the  youngest 
three  years. 

Mr.  Wylie  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket; 
he  takes  a  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
people  around  him,  and  has  sei'ved  as  School  Di- 
rector in  his  ilistrict  for  some  years.     He  is  a  man 

■» 


i 


5> 


^ 


•► 


if 


-4^ 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


'^^K 


1025 


4 


of  fail-  education,  mostly  acquired  through  his  own 
efforts,  and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  matters 
of  general  interest.  He  eoiumeneed  in  life  without 
means,  and  his  property  is  the  result  of  his  (jwn  in- 
dustr}'  and  perseverance. 

•■•^:»t^  0-^6;  .^2--^  «^i*^- 

'J¥)OHN  F.  MYERS,  a  prominent  and  wealthy 
farmer  of  Indian  Grove  Township,  owns  a 
I  fine  property  on  section  29,  comprising  233 
l^^'  acres  of  valuable  land,  a  fine  residence  witli 
ample  and  substantial  out-buildings  and  all  the  ap- 
pliances of  a  first-class  modern  homestead.  His 
land  is  largely  devoted  to  the  raising  of  grain  and 
hay,  and  of  late  years  he  has  given  his  attention 
principal!}'  to  the  breeding  of  fine  stock,  making  a 
si)ecialty  of  standard  trotting  horses,  mostly  of  the 
Hambletonian  and  Mambrino  stock. 

Mr.  Myers  came  to  Illinois  witli  his  i)arents  in 
1835,  when  scarcely  a  year  old,  his  birth  having 
taken  place  Dec.  13,  1834,  in  Christian  County, 
Ky.  We  give  the  main  points  of  an  interesting 
family  history  as  follows :  The  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject  is  remembered  as  having  long  been  a 
resident  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
mairiccl  tlu'ee  times,  and  reared  a  large  family  of 
children,  comprising  eighteen  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. These  mostly  grew  to  mature  years,  and  it  is 
supposed  were  scattered  throughout  Pennsylvania 
and  the  States  adjoining.  Henry,  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  after  reaching  manhood  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Catharine  Negley,  a  native 
of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  a  laily  of  a  high  order  of  in- 
tellect, who  in  her  palmiest  days  could  carr}-  well 
her  side  of  the  question  in  regard  to  Scriptural 
matters  with  tiny  of  the  divines  of  that  period.  She 
was  endowed  with  a  vigorous  constitution,  and  her 
personal  appearance  attracted  much  admiration. 
She  was  of  commanding  height,  with  broad  fore- 
head, dark  curling  hair,  fair  complexion  and  blue 
eyes.     She  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age. 

After  marriage  Henry  Myers  and  his  wife  mi- 
grated to  Kentnckv,  which  was  then  considered  the 
far  West.  They  located  in  the  midst  of  the  wilder- 
ness, in  Mercer  County,  while  savages  still  roamed 


the  forest,  together  with  wild  animals.  After  re- 
maining in  Mercer  County  a  few  years  they  secured 
possession  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Christian  County, 
which  they  cultivated,  and  Grandfather  Myers  also 
carried  on  a  wagon-shop.  Their  family  consisted 
of  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom,  with 
one  exception,  have  passed  away.  The  sole  sur- 
vivor, Mrs.  Cassandra  Allen,  is  still  a  resident  cjf 
Christian  County.  Their  son,  John  G.,  the  fatlier 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Christian  County  in 
1799,  and  during  his  youth  worked  in  the  wagon- 
shop  of  his  father,  obtaining  a  good  knowledge  of 
blacksmithing  and  working  some  at  coopering.  He 
was  not  blessed  with  a  robust  constitution,  however, 
and  early  in  life  was  threatened  with  lung  disease. 
He  was  accordingly  compelled  to  abandon  manual 
labor  tor  a  number  of  years.  In  the  meantime, 
having  a  talent  for  music  and  a  fine  voice  for  sing- 
ing, he  studied  this  art  and  taught  singing-school, 
becoming  very  popular  among  the  people  of  his  lo- 
cality. In  personal  appearance  John  G.  Myers 
inherited  in  a  large  degree  the  beauty  of  his  mother. 
He  was  also  a  lover  of  literature,  and  his  ballads 
and  poems,  many  of  which  are  still  preserved  by  his 
friends,  indicate  him  to  have  been  of  rare  genius. 
He  was  particularly  given  to  the  vvriting  of  patriotic 
soui^s.  Socially,  he  was  genial  and  companionable, 
and  a  man  who  never  betrayed  his  friends.  In  his 
family  he  is  remembered  as  kind  and  indulgent,  and 
as  a  citizen,  acquitted  himself  creditably. 

John  G.  Myers,  when  about  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  was  married  to  the  mother  of  our  subject,  Miss 
Mary  Lindley,  a  lady  of  English  and  Irish  descent, 
and  who  was  one  year  his  junior.  She  was  of  high 
moral  character  and  possessed  a  keen  liusiness  mind. 
The  late  ex-President  of  the  Southern  Confederacy 
was  her  first  cousin,  but  Mrs.  Myers  was  strongly 
Union.  She  proved  in  all  res|)ects  the  helpmate  of 
her  husband,  holding  up  his  hands  during  the  time 
when  they  were  struggling  with  the  difliculties  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  assisting,  by  her 
judgment  and  council,  in  keeping  the  domestic  ship 
of  finance  afloat.  She  was  in  the  habit  of  impart- 
ing serious  family  advice  to  her  children,  which 
they  never  forgot  in  after  years,  and  remembered 
her  name  only  to  praise  her,  associating  with  her 
everything    that   was    good.     Mrs.    Myers   was   of 
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ineilimn  size,  with  blfick  hair,  fair  complexion  and 
blue  eves,  neat  hand?  and  feet,  and  considered  hand- 
some in  her  day.  She  departed  this  life  at  her  home 
in  McLean  t'ounty.  in  .September.  18.57. 

The  parent.-;  remained  in  Christian  County  some 
years  after  their  marriage,  and  then  came  West  ;iiid 
settled  in  Bloominjr  Grove,  McLean  County,  where 
they  purchased  the  Land  now  occupied  as  the 
Counlj-  Poor  Farm,  and  were  the  first  to  redeem  it 
from  its  original  condition.  AVhile  residents  of 
Kentucky  there  were  born  to  them,  Catharine,  now 
Mi-5.  Kust.  of  Jackson  County,  Mo.:  Jacob  W.,  of 
Colfax.  111.:  William  IL.  of  Lawndale  Township. 
McLean  County:  Klizabeth.  Mrs.  Greenwood,  who 
died  in  Missouri:  Sarah  J..  Mrs.  Welch,  of  Blooni- 
iuir  (irove  Township,  and  John  F.,  of  oflfr  sketch. 
After  becoming  residents  of  McLean  Countj%  111., 
there  were  added  to  the  family  circle,  George  W. ; 
David  D.,  who  died  when  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  and  a  daughter,  now  Mrs.  M.  A.  Bills,  who. 
with  the  first-mentioned  brother,  is  a  resident  of 
Bl«ximirgton. 

The  father  of  our  >iib.iect,  after  becoming  a  resi- 
dent of  McLean  County,  c:uripd  on  a  wagon-shop 
while  his  boys  operated  tlio  tarni.  B}'  frugality 
and  indnstry  tlu-y  managed  to  obtain  over  1,00(1 
acres  of  land,  whicli  was  afterward  divided  among 
the  children.  Aftei-  tlie  death  (jf  his  wife  and  the 
marriage  of  nearly  all  his  children.  John  (i.  ;\Iyers 
sold  hi>  farm  and  n-moveil  to  Bloomington.  wliere 
he  married  a  widow  lady.  .Mrs.  White,  wlm  still 
survives  him  and  is  a  resident  of  the  latter  city. 
The  father  of  our  subject  departed  tliis  lite  about 
l«f,«.  :iged  sixty-nine  year>  and  some  months.  He 
left  behind  liiin  a  record  of  which  his  descendants 
may  well  be  proud.  He  was  honest  and  upright  in 
all  \i\^  Ininsactions.  kind  and  benevolent  to  those  in 
distress,  aiirl  presented  both  .-it  home  and  abioad 
an  example  worthy  (){  imitation. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
initil  leaching  iii.anhood.  .ind  nine  days  after  his 
twenty-third  birthday  was  iiniteil  in  marriage  with 
Mi»s  Sar.ah  C.  Hirdsell,  Dec.  22,  18.57.  .Airs.  Myers 
w.'Ls  born  in  McLean  County,  III.,  April  20,  1842 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Williani  W.  and  Lovina 
f  I'.'L— waU;r»)  Birdsell.  She  is  possessed  of  line  tal- 
ent which  i.s  exiiibited  in  niimerous  paintings  .and 


drawings  gracing  her  home  and  which  were  her  own 
handiwork.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  five 
children:  Birdsell  F.  married  Miss  Gladys  Wiggins, 
and  is  a  resident  of  this  county;  Cora  B.  is  the  wife 
of  Marcus  D.  L.  Spence,  of  Belle  Prairie  Township: 
Kstella  E.  died  in  April,  1882.  aged  seventeen  years: 
(ieorge  L.  died  in  1870.  when  eighteen  months  old ; 
.lohn  R.  died  in  early  childhood. 

Mr.  Myers  lias  been  prominenti}'  connected  with 
local  affairs  for  the  past  twelve  years,  holding 
the  various  township  offices  and  serving  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Highway  Coinmissioner.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternit3"  and  has  ad- 
vanced to  the  third  degree.  Religiously,  with  his 
estimable  ladj',  he  is  connected  with  the  Christian 
Church,  of  which  he  is  Clerk  and  one  of  its  most 
cheerful  supporters.  He  has  inherited  in  a  large 
degree  the  musical  and  poetical  talents  of  his  father, 
and  h.is  given  to  the  public  some  extremely  fine 
poems.  The  residence  is  a  shapely,  modern  struct- 
ure, and  indicates  on  all  sides  the  refined  and  culti- 
vated tastes  of  its  proprietor. 

The  portrait  of  Mr.  Myers,  whicli  is  given  on 
an  accompanying  page,  will  lie  appreciated  bj' 
his  many  friends,  and  forms  a  graceful  adjunct  to 
this  Ai.nf.M.  We  also  take  pleasure  in  presenting 
the  following  poem,  entitled  "A  Patriotic  Ode," 
which  was  written   by  him  : 

Ve  s<_)iis  of  C(jliiniliia,  the  fairest  of  earth. 

Ve  heirs  (jf  the  land  that  gave  Liberty  birth  ; 

Your  vigils  of  freedom,  O  never  resign. 

Let  watch  fires  of  Liberty  constantlj^  shine. 

Oil!  kindle  your  bosoms  with  patriot  tires. 

And  cherish  the  deeds  of  our  patriot  sires. 

Think  ever  how  bravely  they  fought  for  our  good, 

Oiii- freedom  and  liberty  boutiht   with   their  blood. 


Then  rise,  and  sIkjiiI,  hail  to  the  patriotic  band: 
Our  glorious  banner  and  free  happy  land. 
Sing  antlieiMs  of  praise  to  our  W.ashington's   name, 
Tiiriee  hail  lo  the  hero  of  untarnished  fame! 

Ves.  \Vasliiiigtoii,  Father!  thy   praise   we   will  sing. 
From  proud,  tliankful  hearts  oft  thy  glory  will  ring; 
Thy  name  by  all  nations  resiiected  will  be, 
\\hile  tyrants  will  tremble  "neath  liberty's  tree; 
And,  foref.athers,  bright  in  our  memories  ve  dwell. 
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And  tli(»uglits  of  thy  valor  oui'  bosoms  rlotli  swell; 

The  legiicj'  left  us  we'll  ever  letnin, 

Though  tyrants  and  traitors  should  rally  again. 


O  heaven  blest  country!   U  free,  happy  land! 

The  lo3'al,  tlfe  faithful,  they  by  thee  will  stand  ; 

The  |)atriot's  theme  and  the  alien's  home, 

A  haven  of  safet}'  for  all  who  will  eome; 

Thy  shii)s  are  now  sailing  in  every  port. 

Thy  flag  is  respected  bv  every  court; 

The  laurels  that  crown  thy  brave  sons  ever  green. 

And  thou  among  nations  a  recognized  queen. 


Oh!  glorious  banner  that  heavens  adorn, 

Forever  thon'lt  float  on  the  breeze  of  the  morn; 

Thy  triumph  be  glorious,  thy  destiny  long. 

The  pride  of  our  Nation,  the  theme  of  her  song. 

When  the  voice  of  thy  eagle  is  heard  in  the  sky. 

Invaders  and  rebels  in  terror  will  fly. 

For  she  soars  high  and   proudly  with   white,   blue 

aud  red, 
Since  the  p.almetto  flag  with  her  serpent  is  dead. 


Yes,  bright,  bonny  banner  that  waves  in  the  air. 

No  foe  whatsoever  thy  beauty  shall  mar. 

For  our  motto  shall  be  till  our  last  vital  breath. 

Our  flag,  our  country,  and  victory  or  death. 

We  will  drive  all  th}-  foes  from   freedom's  bright 

land. 
And  ever  Columbia  a  nation  will  stand: 
AVhilst  thou,  bonnj'  flag,  shall  continue  to   wave 
O'er  a  land  that  is  free,  and  her  sons  ever  brave. 


"SjOHN  CHALMERS  LEWIS,  the  only  repre- 
I  sentative  of  the  jewelry  business  in  Dwight, 
I  has  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  birth  and 
(^^j  parentage,  being  a  descendant  of  German  and 
Scotch  ancestrj',  two  of  the  best  nationalities  on  the 
face  of  the  earth.  His  paternal  grandfather  crossed 
the  Atlantic  at  an  early  day  and  located  in  New 
York  State,  where  he  carried  on  farming  and 
reared  a  fine  family  of. sons  and  daughters.  Among 
these  was  Sebastian,  the  father  of  our  subject,  who 
wiis  liorn  at  the  old  homestead  in  the  Empire  State, 
and  became  familiar  with  the  various  departments 
of  agriculture. 

Not  far  from  the   bunw  of  Sebastian   Lewis   was 


reared  the  lady  whom  he  subsequently  married, 
viz.,  Miss  Maria  Chalmers,  whose  ancestry  distin- 
guished themselves  l)oth  in  the  field  of  literature 
aud  that  of  theology.  Of  this  union  there  were 
born  eight  children,  viz.:  .Sarah,  Mary  F.,  William, 
Annie  S.,  John  C,  Sebastian  (i.,  .Joseph  W.  and 
Henrietta  F.  Sebastian  Lewis  was  an  industrious, 
hard-working  man,  of  temperate  habits,  robust 
health  and  strictly  religious  principles,  being  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
addition  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  he  became  a 
heavy  dealer  in  live  stock,  and  shipped  large  quan- 
tities of  beef  to  Albany,  Elmira  and  other  im- 
portant cities.  He  gave  careful  attention  to  the 
training  and  education  of  his  children,  and  set 
before  them  in  his  daily  life  an  example  worthy  of 
their  imitation.  His  last  twenty  years  were  clouded 
by  a  great  affliction  in  the  lo.ss  of  his  eyesight, 
which  was  occasioned  by  a  severe  cold,  from  the 
effects  of  which  he  was  for  a  long  time  a  sufferer. 
He  spent  thousands  in  the  vain  attemjit  to  recover 
his  sight,  but  finally  abandoning  hope,  he  bore  his 
misfortune  with  unexampled  patience,  and  resigned 
himself  to  the  will  of  Providence.  He  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  in  Prattsburg,  Steuben  Co., 
N.  Y.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  deeply 
mourned  by  his  family,  and  regretted  by  a  host  of 
friends.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  in  her 
seventy-fifth  year. 

John  C.  Lewis  was  born  at  the  homestead  of 
his  parents.  May  2,  1 842,  and  spent  his  boyhood 
and  youth  amid  the  peaceful  scenes  of  country  life. 
He  pursued  his  studies  at  the  district  schools 
and  completed  them  in  the  academy.  AVhen  about 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  left  home  to  learn  the  jew- 
eler's trade,  at  which  he  aftei-ward  worked  as  a 
journeyman  in  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  In 
1862,  soon  after  his  twentieth  birthday,  and  while 
a  resident  of  New  York  State,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Pamelia  J.,  daughter  of  William 
and  Maria  (Berge)  Chandierlain,  of  .Syracuse,  N. 
Y.,  and  born  .Sept.  2.S,  I.'<40.  The  young  couple 
began  life  together  in  a  modi'st  dwelling  in  New- 
York,  but  their  anticipations  of  a  quiet  home  life 
were  rudely  broken  in  upon  by  the  call  for  young 
men  to  volunteer  in  defense  of  the  Lnion. 
j        Mr.  Lewis  watclied  the  struggle   for  a  lime,  and 
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theu  felt  that  it  was  his  diitv  to  assist  his  countiy, 
aud  accordingly,  in  1864.  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  C.  188th  New  York  Infantry.  He 
marched  with  his  comrades  to  the  front,  aud  met 
the  rebels  at  Danville  and  Weklon,  where  in  the 
brief  engagement  which  eusned.  his  company  k>st, 
in  killed  alone,  over  fifty  n\en.  In  the  meantime 
the  young  wife  remained  at  home  for  a  time,  tor- 
tured with  anxiety  and  apprehension,  and  then 
resolved  upon  a  bold  and  desperate  step  to  effect 
the  return  of  her  husband  to  his  family.  After  a 
hurried  preparation  she  set  out  for  Washington, 
and  at  length  obtained  an  interview  with  President 
Lincoln,  who  gave  to  her  a  patient  hearing  aud 
finally  granted  her  request.  This  is  probably  the 
only  case  of  the  kind  on  record,  and  illustrates  the 
devotion  and  heroism  of  a  timid  woman  in  iier  hour 
of  need.  Mrs.  Lewis  returned  home  in  triumph, 
aud  it  is  hardl}-  ueeessar}'  to  state  that  in  no  hearts 
is  the  name  of  the  martyred  President  held  more 
sacred  than  those  of  mn-  stiliject  and  liis  devoted 
wife. 

Mr.  Lewis,  after  his  return,  took  up  his  residence 
in  Seymour,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in  business, 
and  built  up  a  fine  trade,  but  owing  to  poor  health 
be  removed  to  Dwight  aud  opened  his  present  estab- 
lishment. He  carries  a  choice  and  well-selected 
stock  of  all  the  articles  in  his  line,  aud  has  met  with 
unqualified  success,  enjovitig  the  patronage  of  the 
best  people  of  Dwight  and  vicinity.  He  and  his 
estimable  lady  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  aud  their  pleasant  home  is 
tiie  frequent  resort  of  the  cultivated  people  of  the 
city.  Mr.  Lewis,  politi<-aliy,  is  a  strong  Republican, 
and  swially  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

William  Chamberlain,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Lewis, 
wa-  a  iion-commissi(^ned  ofliccr  in  a  Xcw  V(jrk 
Regiment  during  tlie  late  war.  The  only  iivin<r 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis,  Maria  A.,  who  was 
born  .July  2,  IHCO,  became  the  wife  of  Richard  F. 
Dougherty,  Assistant  Train  Dispatcher  on  tlie  C.  ife 
A.  R.  R.  They  make  their  home  iu  BloomingtoB, 
III.,  and  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Lewis 
F.  and  Grace  F.  Sarah  Lewis,  a  sister  of  oui'  sub- 
ject, was  the  wife  of  Dr.  1'.  K.  Stoddard,  an  emi- 
n<-nt  surgeon   of    Pratlslnirg,  Steuben   Co.,   N.   Y. : 


she  is  now  deceased.  Another  sister,  Mary  Frances, 
married  Dr.  J.  R.  Selovcr,  also  a  member  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Steuben  Countj",  where  ho 
enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  .Sarah  E. 
Lewis  died  Oct.  17.  1880. 


^-^if-m- 


^AMES  W.  MARKS.  There  is  something 
I  comforting  and  gratifying  to  a  man  who  is 
I  able  to  spend  his  life  among  the  scenes  and 
I  with  the  people  of  his  childhood.  There  is 
a  peculiar  interest  about  one  who  was  born  a  pion- 
eer, and  grew  up  with  the  cpuntrj'.  The  life  of 
such  an  one,  and  the  events  of  his  neighborhood, 
become  so  interwoven,  that  the  history  of  one  is  al- 
uiost  the  narrative  of  the  other.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmer  aud  stock-raiser  on  sec- 
tion 30,  Pontiac  Township,  was  born  in  Livingston 
Count}',  that  important  event  in  his  life  occurring 
on  the  201  of  August,  1857.  He  is  the  sou  of  John 
D.  and  Sarah  A.  Marks,  of  Rook's  Creek  Township, 
who  are  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and  were  pioneer 
settlers  of  that  township.  The  children  born  to 
these  good  people  were  eight  in  number,  of  whom 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  youngest.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  Archiliald  A.;  Nancy,  de- 
ceased; George;  Lucetta,  wife  of  A.  P.  Pemberton; 
Estella,  deceased;  Lillie  T.,  wife  of  L  E.  Thompson, 
of  Republic  County,  Kan.;  John  A.  and  James  W. 
The  mother  is  an  .active  member  of  the  Jlethodist 
Episcopal  Church,  taking  great  interest  iu  the  cause  of 
her  Master.  The  father  is  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  been  honored  with  an  election 
to  several  ttiwuship  offices.  He  is  a  public-spirited 
man,  aud  t.akes  great  interest  in  all  matters  which 
have  for  their  object  the  benefit  of  tlie  eonimunity 
ill  whicli  he  lives.  Thej'  are  both  widely  known 
■■Hid  respected  throughout  the  neighborhood.  Tlie 
paternal  ancestors  .are  of  Scotch'.descent. 

Mr.  Marks  had  the  advantage  of  the  superior 
sclio<.)l  system  inaugurated  in  Illinois  during  the 
past  quarter  of  a  century,  aud  received  a  most  ex- 
cellent common-school  education.  On  the  10th  of 
January,  1883,  he  was  married  to  Lillia  Houder, 
I  laughter  of  Henry  K.  and  Mary  J.  Houder,  both 
of  wh(;iu   are  deceased.     Her  father,  accompanied 
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by  two  brothers,  came  from  Ohio  at  an  early  date, 
anrl  located  in  Rook's  Cieelc  Township,  where  he 
remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  tlie  late  Civil 
War,  soon  after  wliieh  he  entered  the  army,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Dallas  Woods,  Ga.,  May 
28.  1864.  His  wife  subsequently  married,  and 
moved  to  Woodbury  County,  Iowa,  where  she  died 
in  February,  187.T.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marks  have 
been  born  two  children:  Wilford,  July  24,  1884, 
and  Edith  1.,  Dec.  ai,  1886. 

Mr.  Marks  settled  on  his  present  farm,  wliieh 
consists  of  289  acres,  in  1884,  which  he  cultivates 
with  great  success.  The  soil  is  fertile,  and  the  sys- 
tem of  underdraiiiage  he  has  inaugurated  has  en- 
hanced its  productive  qualities  very  materially. 
Mr.  Marks  is  a  Republican,  and  makes  it  a  point  to 
support  the  men  selected  by  that  party  for  otBce.  He 
has  served  in  an  official  capacity  as  School  Director 
three  j'ears,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office 
with  ability.  He  is  a  progressive  man,  and  his  ad- 
vanced ideas  he  puts  into  practice  in  his  daily  life. 
Mrs.  Marks  is  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  both  are  influential  members  of  society. 
A  view  of  the  home  place  is  given  in  this   volume. 

— -#"#- ^ 


\T_^  ENRY  T.  McLANE,  agent  at  Dwight,  111., 
for  J.  I.  Ca.se,  manufacturer  of  threshers 
and  engines,  is  numbered  among  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Livingston  Coun- 
ty, and  although  young  in  years,  has  already  es- 
tablished himself  on  a  firm  basis.  Like  many  of  the 
residents  of  this  section  he  is  the  son  of  a  gentle- 
man who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Keystone 
State,  his  father,  Simon  McLane,  having  been  born 
in  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  in  1819. 

The  BIcLane  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  origin, 
with  a  goodly  intermixture  of  the  German.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
Scotland,  and  imnugrated  to  this  country  early  in 
life,  locating  in  Pennsylvania.  He  there  reared  a 
family,  among  his  sons  being  Simon,  who  was  born 
and  reared  on  the  homestead  which  his  father  had 
occupied  many  years,  and  married  Miss  Rachel 
Long,  of  A'enango  County.  The3'  became  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  namely  :  Mary  J.,  Henry  T., 


Samuel,  Sarah  M.,  John  M.,  Levia,  Amanda,  Daniel 
and  David,  the  last  two  twins. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  although  ;i  weaver  liy 
trade,  was  fond  of  country  life,  and  became  quite  an 
extensive  farmer  and  land-holder.  He  had  been 
early  trained  to  Christian  principles,  ami  for  many 
years  labored  as  a  minister  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 
In  1855  he  parted  with  the  old  farm  in  \'enango 
County,  and  coming  to  this  State  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  in  Kane  County,  where  he  resided  nine 
years.  After  a  time  oil  was  discovered  on  the  farm 
which  he  had  owned  in  Pennsylvania,  and  the  prop- 
erty became  very  valuable.  He  finally  s(jld  the 
property  in  Kane  County  and  purchased  a  quarter 
section  in  Kankakee  County,  where  a  part  of  his 
family  now  reside.  Simon  McLane  departed  this 
life  in  1882,  aged  sixty-four  years,  and  is  remem- 
bered b}-  a  large  number  of  the  people  of  Dwight, 
where  he  became  well  known  through  his  pious 
ministrations.  In  this  field  lay  his  best  efforts,  and 
he  built  up  a  good  record  as  a  self-saci'ificing  and 
conscientious  minister  of  the  Gospel.  The  mother 
is  still  living  on  the  homestead. 

Henry  T.  McLane  was  born  in  A'enango  County, 
P.a,,  May  3,  1852,  and  passed  his  childhood  and 
youth  among  the  quiet  scenes  of  country  life. 
When  twenty-two  3'ears  of  age  he  left  home  and 
repaired  to  Janesville.  Wis.,  where  he  spent  four 
months  and  learned  telegraphy.  Circumstances, 
however,  induced  him  to  return  to  his  native  State, 
and  he  spent  the  Ave  years  thereafter  on  the  home 
farm.  His  next  remove  w.as  to  Gardner,  111.,  where 
he  was  employed  as  telegraph  operator  one  year, 
and  thence  removed  to  Lemont,  111.,  where  he  was 
similarly'  occupied.  His  first  experience  in  his  pres- 
ent business  vvas  in  1882,  when  he  became  agent 
for  Mr.  Eator,  of  Dwight,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  1883.  Then,  crossing  the  Mississippi  he  en- 
tered 160  acres  of  land  in  Edmunds  County,  Dak., 
to  which  he  has  now  a  clear  title,  and  whi(;h  will  in 
time  repa}'  him  well  for  the  capital  invested.  We 
next  find  him  in  Norfolk,  Neb.,  where  his  affections 
were  captured  by  Miss  Edith  Westervelt,  «ho  bc- 
eame  his  wife  March  18,  1884.  This  lady  is  the 
daughter  of  Ira  G.  and  Amelia  (Grinnell)  \Vester- 
velt,  who  are  now  residents  of  Norfolk,  Neb. 

Mr.  McLane  returned  to  Illinois  in  1884,  and  re- 
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sinning  his  relations  with  Mr.  Eaton,  continued  with 
him  for  two  years,  and  then  established  in  business 
for  himself.  He  possesses  the  energy  and  per- 
severance necessary  to  success,  and  bj-  ills  obliging 
manner  has  found  man\-  friends,  both  in  social  and 
business  circles.     He  is  Republican,  politically,  and 


corded  as  having  occurred  in  the  year  1693.  He 
was  the  great-great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  he  was  noted  in  his  day  as  a 
large  landed  proprietor;  he  lived  to  be  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age.  ^"ery  little  is  known  of  Ben- 
jan)in  Buck,  the  son  of    John,    who    was   born    in 


with  his  amiable  and  accomplished  lad}'  belongs  to    i    IMaryland.     John  Buck,  the  grandfather  of  oursub- 


the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  McLane  is  also  iden- 
tified with  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Like  most  of  mankind 
he  has  met  with  his  reverses.  In  1881  he  invested 
largely  in  the  siieep  business,  in  Kansas,  but  on  ac- 
count of  disease  in  his  stock  the  venture  proved  a 
toUil  failure,  and  he  lost  the  earnings  of  several 
years.  The  first  shock  over,  however,  he  buckled 
on  his  armor  anew,  and  is  rapidly'  getting  on  his 
feet  .again.  He  was  elected  Constable  in  1885,  to 
serve  a  term  of  four  j'ears,  and  is  discharging  the 
duties  of  his  offli-e  with  credit  to  himself  and  satis- 
faction to  the  comnuuiity. 

1^  ENJ.\.ML\  A.  BUCK,  one  of  tlie  prominent 
Itdv,  business  men  of  Dwight,  who  is  engaged  in 
w^jtl  *he  hardware  business,  was  born  near  Balti- 
^^^  more,  Md.,  on  the  12th  of  November,  1844. 
He  springs  fmni  a  long  line  of  honoralile  ancestry, 
who  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Maryland,  emi- 
grating from  Holland  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
In  those  (lays  the  settlers  selected  the  best  land  they 
could  obtain,  which  remained  in  possession  of  their 
family  for  generations,  tiie  title  passing  from  father 
to  Soli  without  interruption.  The  ancestors  of  our 
subject  possessed  these  characteristics,  and  tlio  old 
homestead  remained  in  the  family  from  caih  pio- 
vincial  times  up  to  this  general  ion,  wiicn  it  recently 
has  been  disposed  of.  The  faaiily  were  originally 
Episcoi>alian^,  liut  early  in  the  iiistory  of  tlifii-  lesi- 
dencfc  in  this  coiuitry,  probalily  alioul  llie  lime  ol' 
Wesley's  visit,  they  eml)raced  .MeliiodiMn. 

'I'he  tradition  of  the  family  is  thai  Ihicc  brolluis 
came  from  Holland.  :iiid  the  first  inruriiKition  on 
thin  poiul  i>  furnished  by  lln'  old  r:iniil\  Kiblr 
wliich  bears  <latc  of  I72(;.  and  uIhw  pai^cs  aic 
brown  with  time,  and  soil(;d  by  tlir  hands  of  srvcial 
;feii<-rations.  in  a  jdaiii,  (iini  li:ind  in  tlii>  booK 
appears  liie  name  of  J(j|iii  Bmk,   \\\\>,:-v  birlli  is    re- 


ject, was  born  in  1707,  and  died  in  184!)  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  very  prosperous 
man  in  his  business  affairs,  accumulating  a  large 
landed  estate,  which  was  divided  among  three  sons 
and  one  daughter,  and  was  sufficient  to  rendeithem 
independent  for  life. 

Benjamin  M.  Buck,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1794,  and  died  in  1877.  He  lived  and  died 
on  the  old  homestead,  passing  his  life  until  the  com- 
mencement of  the  great  Civil  War  much  in  the 
same  manner  as  his  fathers  before  him,  surrounded 
liy  his  famil}'  and  servants,  and  prosperous  in  his 
undertakings.  In  1826  he  married  Miss  Sarah  H. 
Hobby,  and  the  result  of  this  union  was  six  chil- 
<lren:  Catherine,  John  S.,  W.  H.,  Arabella,  Benja- 
min A.  and  Sarah,  of  whom  all  are  living  except 
Catherine  and  William.  When  the  Civil  War 
broke  out,  Mr.  Buck  lost  a  considerable  portion  of 
his  property,  which  was  never  recovered.  In  politi- 
cal opinions  he  was  a  Whig  until  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  after  which  he  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  In  religious  matters  he  was  a  devout 
Methodist. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  on  the  farm 
with  his  father,  who  had  been  disabled  by  an  .acci- 
dent, until  he  w.as  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He 
availed  himself  of  all  the  advantages  of  the  coni- 
iiion  schools,  and  then  obtained  a  course  in  the 
High  Schools  at  Baltimore.  In  1  870  he  came  to  the 
West  with  his  brother-in-law,  II.  M.  Kennedy,  who 
owned  a  large  tr.act  of  laud  in  IMcLean  Count}', 
and  remained  with  him  foMi' years.  He  clerked  in 
a  general  store  at  Danvei's  for  a  time,  and  then  in 
the  same  town  engaged  in  business  for  himself  for 
I  \\u  years. 

In  1  N7ri  Mr.  Buck  was  nianied  to  Miss  Libby  A. 
I'Mes,  d.-iugbler  of  \\'illiam  and  Amanda  (Good- 
lieh)  lOstes.  of  Dwighl,  III.,  and  to  them  have  been 
horn  \\\n  children — M.  I*;stes  and  Agues.  Soon 
aller  marriage  Mr,  Buck  moveil  to   Dwight,  and    iu 
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1S82  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  that 
place,  in  which  he  has  contimied  to  the  present,  and 
has  been  very  successful.  He  is  not  only  une  of 
the  prominent  citizens  of  Dwight,  but  one  of  its 
most  reputable  business  men,  displ.aying  gieiit  en- 
erg3'  and  enterpri.se  in  the  qonduct  of  his  affairs. 
He  heartily  participates  in  all  plans  jjrojected  for 
the  improvement  and  advancement  of  the  county, 
and  to  all  causes  is  a  libeial  contributor.  He  and 
his  witV  are  attendants  upon  the  C'ongregatinnal 
Church,  of  wliit-h  she  is  an  active  member. 

^^  W.  MATIIIS,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Head- 
ill  (=j  ing  Township,  is  engaged  in  general  mer- 
^^^  chandising,  and  also  in  the  publication  of 
the  Weekly  Advocate,  at  Ancona,  111.  He  was  born 
on  the  28th  of  March,  1851,  in  the  township  in 
which  he  resides,  and  is  the  son  of  Caleb  and  -Sof- 
lena  (Black)  Mathis,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Illinois 
respectively.  The  father  was  born  Oct.  24,  1822, 
and  was  the  son  of  Caleb  Mathis,  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  who  died  March  2G,  1775,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  The  latter  was  the  son  of  John 
Mathis,  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  The  mother  wsis 
born  in  Schuyler  County,  III.,  March  12,  1827,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  James  P.  and  Mar}-  (Paddit) 
Black,  natives  of  Kentucky. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  on  the 
llth  of  July,  1847,  and  had  the  following-named 
children:  Darius,  George  W.,  James  P.,  Elbert  N., 
Eugene,  Soflena  E.,  William  (i.  and  Holl.and  Le- 
land.  Darius  was  burn  Dec.  Ki.  1849,  and  died 
Sept.  11,  1850:  James  P.  was  born  Dec.  2,  1852, 
married  Annie  Coe,  and  resides  at  Rutland,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  stock  and  grain  business ;  thej- 
have  had  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  dead. 
Elbert  N.  was  born  Oct.  5,  1856,  married  Miss 
Blanche  Howard,  and  is  a  practicing  physician  at 
Leavenworth,  Kan.;  Eugene  was  born  June  2,  1858, 
and  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
he  married  Autie  Spears,  who  died  leaving  one  child. 
Soflena  E.  was  born  March  fs,  ISCI,  was  educated 
at  Eureka  College,  and  is  now  a  teacher  of  music, 
and  resides  with  her  parents;  William  G.  was  born 
Nov.   5,  1863,   and   is  a  photographer  in  Ancona'; 
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Holland  L.  was  born  Sept.  19,  1867,  and  resides  at 
home. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  CDUunon  schools 
of  Livingston  County,  and  afterward  became  a  stu- 
<lent  of  Eureka  College,  where  he  completed  his 
education.  He  occupied  his  time  by  working  on 
the  farm  until  seventeen  years  of  n>,'c.  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  was  employed  in  a  store  in  Long 
Point,  and  afterward  in  Ancona.  I'lion  reaching 
his  majority  he  began  work  for  himself,  and  on  the 
24th  of  October,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  Coe,  of  Reading  Township.  She  was  born  in 
(ireene  County,  Pa.,  Nov.  .2,  1850,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Silas  and  Ruth  (Church)  Coe.  Her 
parents  had  the  following-named  children  :  Johanna, 
who  was  born  March  26,  1839;  John,  June  12, 
1842;  Joseph,  Dec.  25,  1847;  Sarah,  Nov.  2,  1850; 
Cephas,  Nov.  !4,  1853;  Annie  L..  Feb.  28,  1856, 
and  Robert  G..  Feb.  4,  1859. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mathis  seven  children  have  l)een 
born,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  as  follows:  Maj' 
Belle,  born  March  12.  1875:  Lena  Ettie,  .Vug.  19, 
1876;  Carl  E.,  Jan.  14.  Iis79;  George  R..  Jan.  II, 
1883,  and  Freddie  J.,  .Ian.  29,  ISSC:  the  other  two 
died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

Mr.  Mathis,  as  a  merchant  and  newsp.i|)er  pub- 
lisher, occupies  a  prominent  position  in  the  affairs 
of  Reading  Township.  He  is  a  very  enterprising 
and  industrious  man,  neat  and  methodical  in  the 
performance  of  his  work,  and  has  earned  an  envia- 
ble reputation  for  integrity  and  reliability.  In  po- 
litical matters  he  acts  independently,  and  the  tone 
of  the  paper  which  he  publishes  harmonizes  with 
his  political  position.  He  and  his  wife  are  prom- 
inent and  consistent  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  in  which  they  manifest  a  deep  interest. 


FREDERICK  A.  LAKIN,  a  retired  farmer 
and  a  resident  of  Dwight,  is  a  de.-cendant 
of  excellent  Scotch  ancesr.ry  and  the  son  of 
Jo.-eph  Lakin,  who  was  horn  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  America  prior  to  the 
Revolutionary  War.  He  settled  in  Grotoii,  Mass., 
and  there  pursued    fov  a   time  his  tr.ide  of  a  shoe-  ^  ' 
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maker,  subsequently  embarking  in  the  butchering 
business.  He  married  a  Massachusetts  lady,  Miss 
Iluldali  Simons,  of  Groton,  anil  this  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  eight  children — Polly,  Joshua,  Joseph, 
Jonathan.  Jerusha.  and  three  who  died  young. 

After  a  residence  of  some  years  in  the  Bay  State, 
Joseph  Lakin  migrated  to  Maine  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town  of  Sebago.  There 
his  first  wife  died,  and  he  was  subsequent!}-  mairied 
to  Miss  Dorcas,  daughter  of  William  Gammon,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  cbildicii: 
Joseph,  Louisa,  Loamia,  Sybil  A.,  Parker,  Eunice, 
George,  Huldah,  Prederick  and  Lydia.  Of.  these 
but  three  arc  now  living,  namely :  George,  Fred- 
erick and  Lc>amia.  The  father  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est pioneers  of  Cumberland  Countj',  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days  occupied  in  farm  pursuits. 
He  was  a  man  of  iron  constitution,  living  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eightj'-seven  years,  and  was  gentle 
and  kind,  never  turning  from  his  door  anyone  who 
applied  to  him  in  time  of  trouble.  He  accumulated 
a  fine  property  and  was  thus  enabled  to  gratify  his 
instincts  of  benevolence  in  assisting  the  poor  and 
aiding  the  entcrjirises  calculated  for  the  good  of  the 
people.  He  was  sixty  ^-cars  of  .age  at  the  time  of 
bis  second  marriage,  .ihd  presented  the  interesting 
spectacle  of  a  patriarch  with  a  blooming  family 
around  him. 

Frederick  A.  LaUin,  our  subject,  was  born  at  his 
father's  homestead  in  Cumberland  County.  Me., 
May  30,  1824,  and  passed  his  boyhood  after  the 
manner  of  the  sons  of  pioneers.  There  were  few 
school  facilities  and  his  early  educatii)n  was  exceed- 
ingly limited,  but  as  he  was  a  bright  and  intelligent 
bo\',  and  had  a  natural  love  for  reading,  he  acquired 
an  extensive  fund  of  information  and  was  generally 
in  .advance  of  the  youths  of  that  period.  He  was  but 
seven  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  faUior's  death, 
and  liis  mother  was  left  with  only  a  ihiid  of  the 
property,  the  children  of  the  first  wife  claiming  the 
remainder  un<ler  the  old  Mjuiic  law.  Young  Lakin 
wlien  but  fifteen  years  old  a.-^sinneil  charge  of  the 
farm  of  fifty-six  acres,  upon  which  liut  one  payment 
had  lieeii  inarle.  and  taking  care  of  bis  niolher,  p;iid 
off  the  mortgage  ami  linilt  up  a  jiood  lionic  Ilcic 
he  remained  initil  twenty-eight  years  of  :igc,  and 
then  establiabcd   domestic    lies  of    his  own    by    his 


marriage  with  Miss  Emeline  H.  Burnham,  of  Harri- 
son, Me.  Two  years  later  they  removed  from 
Sebago  to  Harrison,  where  they  resided  for  a  period 
of  thirteen  j'ears,  and  in  1864,  gathering  together 
their  personal  effects,  the}'  disposed  of  their  real 
estate  interests  and  set  out  for  the  prairies  of  Illi- 
nois. 

Our  subject  upon  reaching  this  State  located  for 
a  year  in  Rutland  Township,  LaSalle  County, 
whence  he  removed,  in  1866,  to  Livingston,  and 
l)uicliased  a  farm  on  section  35,  in  Dwiglit  Town- 
ship. Here  he  cultivated  the  soil  successfully, 
built  up  a  line  homestead,  accumulated  a  compe- 
tency, and  retired  from  active  labor  in  1887.  His 
career  is  a  line  illustration  of  the  self-made  man 
who  struggled  against  difficulties  and  adversitj'  in 
his  youth  and  can  now  look  back  over  the  long  road 
which  he  has  traveled  with  a  feeling  that  his  life 
has  in  nowise  been  a  failure.  He  bears  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  an  honest  and  upright  man  of  steady 
habits  and  moral  character.  Politically  he  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  has  officiated  as  School  Di- 
rector and  Road  Commissioner  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lakin  wave  not  blessed  with  children 
of  their  own,  but  while  in  Maine  they  adopted  a 
little  boy  two  and  one- half  years  old,  whom  they 
named  Edward  H.,  and  reared  him  as  their  own  son 
giving  him  an  e.'scellent  education.  He  has  now  a 
wife  and  two  children,  and  is  farming  on  a  tract  of 
land  Ijclonging  to  our  subject  though  intended  for 
himself.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  are  active  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Dwight  and  considered  val- 
ued additions  to  the  social  circles  of  a  town  noted 
for  the  refinement  and  education  of  its  people. 

"^^JllOMAS  MILLS.  For  nearly  forty  years 
;iff(^\  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  resided  on  the 
V^^  farm  where  he  now  lives,  on  section  1,  Long 
Point  Township,  and  during  this  time  he  has 
thoroughly  identified  himself  with  all  the  enter- 
prises which  have  resulted  in  the  development  and 
improvement  of  that  part  of  Livingston  County. 
Ml-.  Mills  was  born  in  Clinton  County,  Ohio,  on  the 
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23r1  of  INInrdi,  1816,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Mavy 
(Bennett)  Mills,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio 
respectively'.  The  father  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Kentucky,  and  went  from  that  State  to  Oiiio. 
where  he  met  and  became  acquainted  with  Mary 
Bennett,  whom  he  married  in  1815.  Thomas  Mills, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  remained  in  Ohio  until 
past  thirty  years  of  age,  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
October,  1850. 

Mr.  Mills  was  married  to  Eliza  C.  Wier,  of 
Faj^ette  County,  Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  October. 
1837.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
(Varner)  Wier,  and  of  her  union  with  onr  subject 
there  were  born  the  following-named  children: 
Daniel  Clark,  Mary  Louisa,  William  H.,  Ann  Eliza, 
James  N.,  Jeanette  Elizabeth,  Margaret  Ellen  and 
Melsena.  Daniel  C.  was  born  Sept.  5, 1838,  and  died 
Oct.  (!,  1 839  ;  Mary  L.  was  born  April  28, 1 840,  mar- 
ried Aaron  Zeilman  Feb.  26,  I860,  and  they  have 
had  seven  children;  William  H.  w,as  born  Jan.  27. 
1842,  and  married  Miss  Zilpha  I.  Isenhour  Dec.  25, 
1867;  they  have  three  children,  and  live  in  Kansas. 
Ann  E.  was  born  Jan.  9,  1844,  and  married  Daniel 
Flick,  a  physician;  they  have  two  children  and  live 
in  Custer  City.  James  N.  was  born  Nov.  6,  1S4G, 
and  died  in  November,  1860;  Jeanette  E.  was  born 
Aprils,  1848,  married  James  Bradley',  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  in  Dakota,  and  they  have  had  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living;  Mai'garet  E.  was 
born  Aug.  3,  1850,  married  Mason  Kinzie,  and 
died  at  Long  Point  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  four 
months  and  one  day;  she  was  the  mother  of  two 
children,  one  of  whom  is  living.  Melsena  was  born 
Feb.  17,  1855,  married  G.  W.  Bradley,  b\'  whom 
she  had  one  child,  and  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  eleven  months  and  twentj'-fonr  days; 
her  husband  and  child  had  died  previously. 

On  the  6th  of  M,arch,  1870.  Mr.  Mills'  first  wife 
died,  .and  on  the  4th  of  March,  1872,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Phoebe,  widow  of  Charles  McCarthy. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  James  E.  and  Rachel 
(Castor)  Van  Winkle,  natives  of  Allen  County,  Ind., 
the  former  f)f  whom  died  in  September,  1866,  and 
the  latter  April  6,  1881.  at  Ransom,  111.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Van  Winkle  were  the  pai-enls  of  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  names  of 
the  living  are  as  follows:  H.  Amanda,  James  Ed- 
^1  


ward,  William  Henry.  Peter  'I',  and  Phcphe.  H. 
Amanda  was  born  Sept.  26,  1!S44.  anil  in  1865 
married  David  Kelley :  they  liad  two  children,  one 
of  whom  is  living.  James  E.  was  born  in  1846,  and 
marrying  Jennie  Elliot,  they  became  the  parents  of 
four  children,  two  of  whom  are  living;  William  H. 
was  born  in  1849,  married  Mary  Growdie,  and 
they  live  in  Ottawa,  III. ;  Peter  T.  was  born  Jan.  31 , 
1  847,  and  married  Miss  Margie  Fry,  who  died  Aug. 
13,  1887,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children,  one  of 
whom  has  since  died  ;  Phoebe,  the  wife  of  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch,  was  born  Jan.  8,  iHoO.  To 
Thomas  and  Phrebe  Mills  have  been  lioni  four 
children,  as  follows:  Louis  Edward,  Jan.  24,  1874; 
Elma  May,  July  10,  1876;  Franklin  Coral.  P'eb.  26. 
1878,  .and  Thomas  Boyd,  Nov.  8,  1881.  By  her 
former  husband  Mrs.  Mills  has  one  son,  William  H. 
McCarthy,  who  was  born  April  13,  1868. 

Mr.  Mills  is  the  owner  of  160'acres  of  land,  120 
of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  the 
remainder  being  reserved  for  timber  and  pasture 
hand.  This  farm  is  well  watered  and  the  improve- 
ments are  of  a  first- class  character.  Here  Mr.  Mills 
settled  when  he  came  from  Ohio  in  1850,  and  has 
continuously  resided  since.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican,  having  grown  up  in  that  faith.  He  was 
formerly  a  member  of  the  Whig  party,  but  when 
the  Republican  party  w.as  organized  he  united  with 
it  and  has  never  deserted  its  ranks.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  and  they  both  take  an  active  part  in  the 
affairs  of  the  congregation  to  which  they  belong. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  in  this  section 
of  country  we  present  on  another  page  of  this 
Album  a  view  of  Mr.  Mills'  homestead. 


LFREb  BROWN,  for  the  last  ten  yeai-sluas 
been  located  in  Union  Township  just  out- 
I  side  the  town  limits  of  Emington,and  lives 
((?«'  on  his  wife's  farm  on  section  4.  which 
property  was  given  hei-  by  her  father.  As  an  ex- 
perienced farmer  Alfred  Brown  takes  his  rightful 
place  among  the  intelligent  men  around  him,  and  is 
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pui-suiiig  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  attending  c-hieHy 
to  his  own  concerns  and  lending  a  iielping  iiand  to 
whatever  enterprise  demands  the  encouragement  of 
the  conscientions  citizen.  He  tal^es  an  active  in- 
terest in  tlie  maintenance  of  schools,  anil  altliougli 
not  strictly  a  party  man,  usually  votes  for  the  sn|i- 
port  of  Repulilican  principles,  lie  is  particularly 
inleresteilin  the  success  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment, and  his  symi)alhies  are  closely  allied  to  tlu' 
Prohibitionists. 

Our  snltject,  like  so  many  of  the  solid  men  of 
Livingston  County,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  born,  in  l-'ranklin  County,  Jan.  ^'J. 
1S52.  Mis  parents,  George  and  Mary  (Kneff) 
Brown,  were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State  and 
of  German  descent.  The  father  followed  farming 
in  Peimsylvani.-x  in  a  modest  way,  and  oui-  subject 
continued  under  the  parmtal  roof  until  a  young 
man  twenty-two  veai-s  old.  Ipon  coming  to  this 
State,  in  1874,  he  engaged  as  a  farm  laborer  in  La- 
Salle  Count}-,  and  a  few  yeais  later,  on  the  30th  of 
July,  1878,  w.ns  married  to  Miss  Ellen  Louise  Edge- 
comb,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county. 
Her  parents,  William  and  Eunice  (Spaulding)  Edge- 
comb,  wei-e  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York,  the  father  of  English  descent,  and 
the  mother,  it  is  supposed,  of  German. 

.Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  JSrowu 
removed  to  their  present  homestead,  where  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  cliildrcu.  namely:  Mary 
\'iola,  who  wa.s  born  March  Jl',  |.s7!);  Mattic  May, 
May  11.  1><.S1  ;  Zella  .lo.sephine,  Dec.  24,  1882,  .ind 
Wilhelmina  Eunice,  Oct.  21,  1884.  Mrs.  Brown 
w:is  born  March  13,  18.'j7,  in  LaSalle  County,  this 
.Stjite,  to  whicli  her  parents  had  removed  about 
IS.'il.  II. T  father  was  born  in  18;53,  .ind  liei 
motliei,  O't.  10,  18:i(;.  They  were  married  March 
'.I.  18.'i4,  and  the  mollii  r  di'|.:iitcil  llii>  life  at  her 
home  ill  La.Salle  County,  Sept.  2.;,  1 SC 1 .  Mr. 
Kdj,'ecomb,  nftei'  the  death  of  his  fir>t  u  jfc,  u.is 
married  again,  jind  is  the  fatlu-r  of  seven  sous  ;iiiil 
three  <laiigliter.s.  Mrs.  Kno.\,  one  of  the  daughters. 
i»  written  <>f  elsewhere  in  thi;?  Ai-ium;  iMiiily  I^liz- 
abeth  i.s  the  wife  of  William  Smith,  ol  Oil. 11.  .imi 
the  boys  are  mostly  ri"*iileiit.s  of  LaSallc  (  (junly. 

Mr,  and  .Mrs.  Brown  are  members  in  good  stand- 
ing  of   the    Congregational   Church    at   I'^mingtou, 


and  arc  carefully  training  their  children  to  observe 
the  princiiiles  of  sobriety  and  morality,  which  will 
constitute  them  worthy  members  of  society,  well 
fitted  to  lic.ar  the  mantle    of    their  honored    |)arents. 


\il^^  ON.  LEWIS  E.  PAYSON.  It  has  been 
r'^,  truly  said  that  the  history  of  a  country  is 
/1\^^  contained  in  the  lives  of  its  citizens.  Most 
(^  emphatically  can  this  saying  be  applied  to 
Livingston  County,  .and  her  distinguished  citizen, 
Hon.  L.  E.  P.ayson,  of  Pontiac,  now  Member  of 
Congress  for  the  Ninth  District  of  Illinois. 

Judge  P.iyson  is  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
was  born  in  Providence,  Sept.  17,  1841,  and  is 
the  eldest  child  of  Hanson  and  Maria  (Briggs)  P.ay- 
son,  natives  of  the  same  State.  All  the  children  of 
Hanson  and  Maria  Payson,  five  in  number,  are  now 
living  but  one.  Those  living  besides  our  subject 
are:  Hanson  L.,  now  living  in  Milwaukee,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business;  Charles,  a  promi- 
nent attorney  of  Iroquois  County,  and  Alma,  now 
Mrs.  S.  Simmons,  also  of  Iroquois  County.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Hanson  Payson  was  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts,  where  ho  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  paper,  and  was  a  much  respected 
citizen.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  our  biogr.a- 
phy  was  a  contractor  and  builder.  In  1852  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  settling  in 
Henry  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He 
has  now  retired  from  .active  labor,  and  is  living  in 
Iro(]uois  County. 

Young  P.ayson  attended  the  schools  of  Providence 
up  to  the  time  his  parents  emigrated  to  the  West, 
I'roiu  this  time  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
he  assisted  his  father  in  farm  work.  He  was  then 
|il;iced  at  Lombard  LIniversity,  Knox  County,  111., 
to  compli'te  his  school  education.  Subsequent  to 
his  college  life  ho  had  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  eon-' 
fcrred  upon  him.  After  leaving  the  university  he 
ropai led  to  Ottawa,  111.,  and  entered  as  a  student 
ill  the  law  ollii*  of  Bushnell,  Avery  &  Gray,  study- 
ing there  until  September,  1862,  when  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  He  remained  with  the  above- 
uained  (inn  until  1 86.5,  when  he  came  to  Pontiac 
and  oiiened  a  law  office.     He  was   quite   successful 
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in  his  law  practice,  and  soon  took  front  rani<  with 
the  members  of  iiis  profession.  He  was  electerl  to 
the  ofHee  of  City  Attornej-  in  18(J7,  which  i)Osition 
he  held  for  three  consecutive  3'ears.  At  tiie  end  of 
that  time  lie  was  elected  to  the  oHice  of  County 
Judge  and  served  four  3-ears.  In  1  880  Judge  Pay- 
son  was  elected  to  his  first  term  in  Congress,  as  a 
Repuhlioan  Representative  from  the  Ninth  District, 
to  which  place  he  has  been  continuously  le-eiected. 
Prior  to  this  time  he  was  on  the  Board  <.)f  Education 
for  several  years;  was  local  attorney  for  the  Chi- 
cago &  Alton  Railroad  Co.  for  fifteen  years,  and  for 
the  Illinois  Central  for  ten  years.  He  not  only 
distinguished  himself  as  an  able  lawyer  and  advo- 
cate, but  was  successful  financiall}',  accumulating  a 
large  property'. 

In  1876  the  Judge  completed  his  present  beauti- 
ful residence,  which  contains  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences and  luxuries.  The  grounds,  which  are 
extensive,  are  elegantlj-  laid  out  and  adorned  witli 
choice  flowers  and  shrubs  and  tall  shade  trees. 
There  is  a  gradual  slope  from  the  dwelling  back- 
ward, terminating  at  the  waters  of  the  Vermilion, 
which  gracefully  winds  around,  shaded  by  trees. 
whose  branches  extend  over  its  banks. 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Payson's  first  entrance 
into  Congress  he  has  been  active,  laborious  and 
watchful,  ever  looking  to  the  good  of  the  countiy 
and  his  constituents.  This  course  has  placed  him 
among  the  foremost  legislators  of  Congress,  and 
given  him  an  influential  position.  During  his  long 
term  there  he  has  been  on  many  important  commit- 
tees, among  which  were  the  Judiciary,  Public  and 
Private  Lands,  and  Coinage.  He  was  appointed  by 
President  Arthur  on  the  Assa3'  Commission,  serv- 
ing two  years.  Here,  as  at  all  times,  looking  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
suspension  of  the  silver  coinage.  Among  the  more 
important  biOs  introduced  by  Judge  Payson,  and 
bills  championed  l)y  him,  were  those  having  for 
their  object  the  reclaiming  to  the  pulilic  domain 
what  is  known  as  lapsed  land  grants,  which  vverc 
conditionallj-  granted  to  railroad  corporations,  and 
the  Alien  Land  Bill.  By  his  able  efforts,  and  those 
of  his  co-workers,  the  prodigal  land  policy  pursued 
by  former  legislators  has  been  set  aside  or  annulled, 
disappointing  the  voracious  appetites  of  land-shark 


railroad  corporations,  thereby  .saving  iiiillinns  of 
acres  c>f  land  to  the  ( iovcrnmcnt.  Some  fourteen 
bills  were  passed  and  liecanic  l.'nvs  for  reclaiming  to 
the  Government  lands  which  had  Ixeu  granted  to 
railroad  corporations,  and  which  had  been  forfeited 
by  thein  for  non-compliance  witli  tlic  condition^  of 
said  giants. 

Judge  Payson  took  the  ground  that  the  railroad 
corporations  not  iiaving  carried  out  the  i)rovisions 
of  the  laws  granting  these  lands.  Congress  had  the 
power  to  restore  them  to  the  public  domain;  that 
the  grant  was  not  a  mere  jiresent  but  wasa  premium, 
offered  to  secure  certain  work  done  of  public  im- 
portance. Others  held  that  Congress  had  not  the 
power  to  restore  these  lands.  These  measures  were 
passed  in  the  Fortj'-eighth  Congress.  From  the 
Texas  Pacific  there  were  restored  to  the  Government 
between  18,000,000  and  19,000,000  acres;  from 
the  Atlantic  &  Pacific  about  23,000,000.  There 
were  other  minor  bills  passed  restoring  about 
12,000,000.  These  lands  were  mostly  in  Cali- 
fornia, New  Mexico  and  the  Indian  Territory.  The 
result  of  the  revocation  of  the  indemnity  land 
reservation  was  the  restoration  to  the  Government 
for  settlement  of  some  30,000,000  acres.  In  this, 
Judge  Paj'son  was  the  pioneer.  By  his  own  special 
efforts  about  55,000,000  acres  of  granted  lands 
have  been  restored  to  the  control  of  the  (iovcrn- 
ment. 

Another  bill  in  which  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  principal  mover  was  one  providing  for  the 
unlawful  enclosure  of  the  public  domain,  the  Alien 
Land  Bill,  which  he  introduced,  and  had  passed  by 
the  last  Congress,  i)roviding  that  no  foreigner  shall 
acquire  or  hold  an}'  real  estate  wherein  the  United 
States  has  jurisdiction.  The  passage  of  this  bill 
will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

Judge  Payson  is  also  preparing  a  bill  whicli  he 
proposes  to  introduce  to  the  next  Congres^,  regu- 
lating emigration  to  the  United  States.  This  bill 
provides  that  no  foreigner,  unless  coming  on  a 
[jleasure  tour,  shall  be  permitted  to  land  here,  with- 
out producing  a  certificate  from  the  United  St:ites 
Consul  stationed  at  the  port,  or  in  the  country  from 
which  he  comes,  stating  that  he  was  a  law-abiding 
citizen,  and  had  been  self-sustaining  up  to  the  time 
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blonde,  now  sHs'litly  sprinkled  witli  gray.  His 
voice  is  clonr  ;ind  rich  in  privnte  conversation,  in 
which  he  excels,  and  raaguetic  and  commanding  in 
the  forum  or  on  the  stnnip.  As  an  orator  he  has 
but  few  equ.ils  in  the  country.  Added  to  this  a 
dignified  hearing,  a  polished  and  cordial  manner, 
and  a  pretty  fair  pen  portrait  nia^-  be  had  of  the 
popular  and  distinguished  Representative  of  the 
Nintli  Conafressional  District  of  Illinois. 
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of  his  departure.  Tl\is  will  be  one  of  the  most,  if  ]  comjilexion  is  somewhat  florid,  witli  hair  cast  in 
not  the  most,  important  l)ill  that  has  been  presented 
lo  Congress  for  many  years,  and  should  be  sup- 
ported by  all  whohave  the  true  interests  of  America 
at  heart.  Should  the  .Tudge  secure  the  passage  of 
this  bill  he  will  add  greatly  to  his  well-earned  fame 
as  a  leffislator,  statesman  anil  patriot. 

In  the  ^enatoi'ial  election  for  a  successor  to  the 
lamented  Logan.  .Judge  Payson  secured  nineteen 
votes,  and  was  next  to  the  successful  candidate, 
Hon.  C.  B.  FarweU.  On  none  could  the  niantle  of 
this  distinguished  soldier  and  statesn)an  have  better 
fallen  than  on  the  subject  of  this  biography,  and 
really  he  is  the  man  for  the  public  to  look  to.  to 
t;ike  the  place  of  this  departed  statesman. 

The  Judge  has  been  frequentlj'  and  favorably 
mentioned  as  the  Republican  candidate  for  Governor 
of  Illinois,  but  he  would  much  prefer  to  remain  in 
Congress  and  finish  the  legislation  he  has  in  view. 
Unquestionalily  he  can  hold  his  place  in  Congress 
a?  long  as  he  desires.  He  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  the  affection  of  his  constituency,  and  this  may 
be  applied,  not  only  to  the  Republican,  but  the 
Democratic  l)aity.  He  is  supported  by  the  people 
of  the  district,  irrespective  of  party,  and  he  has  so 


•iIIOMAS  LA^YLES.S.  The  home  of  which 
this  gentleman  took  possession  in  the  spring 
of  1875  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  in 
Round  firove  Township.  It  lies  on  section  22,  and 
comprises  160  acres  of  valuable  land  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  Upon  this  Mr.  Lawless  has 
effected  good  improvements,  having  a  neat  and  sub- 
stantial dwelling,  a  good  barn  and  all  the  other 
buildings  required  by  the  first-class  agriculturist. 
He  has  labored  industriously  and  persistently,  and 
besides  ))eing  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  skillful 
farmers    of    the    northeastern    part    of    Livingston 


ably  and  faithfully  represented   their  interests  that   |    County,  is  held  in  equal  esteem  as  a  neighbor  and 


they  want  no  otiier. 

Judge  Pa3'son  is  now  in  the  prime  of  manhood, 
and  it  might  be  said  is  now  especially  fitted  by 
study  and  long  experience  for  a  career  of  great  use- 
fulness to  the  nation.  The  time  in  which  he  is  not 
engaged  in  public  affairs  he  spends  chiefly  with  his 
family  at  his  beautifid  home,  wiiich  is  surrounded 
with  elegance  and  culture.  Like  most  prominent 
and  intellectual  men  the  .Judge  has  the  faculty-  of 
remembering  in  a  remarkable  degree,  the  features 
and  names  of  persons  whom  he  meets.  lie  rarely 
forgets  a  name  or  face.  There  is  hardly  a  man  in 
his  district  whose  name  he  cannot  give  the  instant 
of  greeting. 

.Judge  Payson  has  a  splendid  physiiiue,  standing 
five  feet  ten  ."irirl  one-half  inches  high,  and  weigh- 
ing about  2(11)  pounds.  His  <'hpsl  is  deep,  a%d 
shoulders  broad,  carrying  a  large  :nid  wcll-lial- 
ariccd  head.  His  features  are  full  anil  open,  with 
an  ample  forehead,  beneath  which  are  light  blue,  or 
gray    eyes,  glowing  with    honest   brightness.     Ilis 


citizen. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  County  Wexford,  Ireland, 
where  he  was  born  in  1828,  and  from  which  he 
emigrated  when  a  young  man  in  the  spring  of  1  852. 
He  landed  at  New  York  and  thence  proceeded 
southwest  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  where  he  was 
employed  for  a  time  on  the  levee.  Thence  he  rai- 
gratcfl  to  LaSalle  County,  this  State,  and  in  the 
spring  (jf  1 858  entered  the  employ  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  Company,  with  which  he  remained 
two  years.  The  two  years  following  he  was  vari- 
ously engaged  in  LaSalle  Count}',  and  then  going 
into  Bureau  County  occupied  himself  at  farming 
until  the  spring  of  1868,  when  he  became  a  resident 
of  this  ccmnty  and  operated  on  rented  land  in  Ne- 
vada Township  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  He 
had  liverl  economically,  and  finally  invested  his 
hard-earned  capital  in  the  land  which  he  now  occu- 
l)ies.  This  was  partially  improved  but  the  build- 
ings  were   very   unsuitable    for  his    purpose.     He 
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put  up  his  present  residence  in  1875,  and  lias  from 
time  to  time  added  those  embellishments  to  the 
farm  which  have  made  it  a  point  of  attraction  in 
that  section  of  country. 

While  ;i  resident  of  LaSalle  Count}'  'Slv.  Lawless 
was  married,  in  January,  185i,  to  Miss  Margaret 
Lynch,  a  native  of  his  own  country,  and  born  in 
County  Waterford  about  IS.SO.  This  union  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  most  of  whom 
are  at  home  with  their  i)arents.  Their  eldest  son, 
Thomas  M.,  married  Miss  Ellen  Swanton,  and  is 
carr3ing  on  farming  for  himself  near  his  father's 
homestend ;  Annie,  the  eldest  daughter,  is  unmar- 
ried; Mary  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Johnson,  who  is 
engaged  as  a  stonemason  at  Reddick,  111.;  Katie, 
Mrs.  Frank  Laidig,  resides  in  Decatur  County, 
Kan.  The  younger  ones  are  Maggie,  Edward  Y., 
Hannah  and  Nora,  and  arc  still  engaged  in  their 
studies  at  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawless  were  reare<l  in  the  faith  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  they  still  adhere  with 
loyal  devotion.  Our  subject  upon  coming  to  this 
section  of  country  was  at  once  recognized  as  a  val- 
uable accession  to  the  community,  .and  has  always 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  those  enterprises  inaugu- 
rated for  the  general  well-being  of  the  people.  He 
has  served  as  School  Director  and  also  as  Town- 
ship Assessor.  He  votes  the  straight  Democratic 
ticket,  and  keeps  himself  well  posted  upon  matters 
of  general  interest. 


ATRICK  F.  McDonald  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  21,  Esmen  Town- 
ship, where  he  has  a  half  section  of  highly 
improved  and  well  cultivated  land.  His 
residence,  as  well  as  the  site  on  which  it  stands,  is 
one  among  the  finest  in  Livingston  County,  and 
his  barns  and  other  buildings  thoroughly  correspond. 
A  view  of  the  homestead  embellishes  this  volume. 
He  was  born  in  Harrison,  now  Taylor  County,  W. 
Ya.,  on  the  12th  of  May,  182.5,  and  is  the  second 
child  of  six  born  to  Benjamin  and  Nancy  A.  (Flem- 
ing) McDonald,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  which 
State  was  also  the  natal  place  of  his  paternal  grand- 
parents, James  and  Mary  McDonald.     The    mater- 
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nal  grandparents  were  James  and  Elizabeth  (Welch) 
Fleming,  also  natives  of  Virginia,  and  farmers  by 
occupation.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
farmer  and  lived  and  di('(l  in  ^'il■ginia,  where  he 
was  born.  He  was  a  patriolic  iitiz<-M  and  always 
regretted  that  he  was  too  young  to  engage  in  the 
War  of  1812. 

Patrick  F.  McDonald  was  reareil  a  farmer  boy 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
which  were  located  near  his  home.  When  he  had 
leisure  from  his  home  work  he  was  .accustomed  to 
working  on  the  neighboring  farms,  but  did  not  face 
the  vicissitudes  of  life  independently  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  On  the  13th  of  April,  1848. 
he  married  Elizabeth  Hustead,  the  oldest  child  of 
Moses  and  Mary  (Goodwin)  Hustead,  of  Virginia, 
where  their  daughter  Elizabeth  was  b<»rn  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1827.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation  and  a  cooper  by  trade.  The  family' 
lived  on  a  farm  until  tlie  father's  death,  and  the 
widow  still  resides  there. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  the  battle  of  life 
on  a  Virginia  farm,  where  they  remained  sixteen 
years.  They  exjierienced  some  of  the  horrors  of 
the  Civil  War  but  he  was  not  in  active  service. 
After  the  close  of  the  war  he  sold  his  fann  in  'N'ir- 
ginia  and  came  to  Illinois  and  Livingston  County, 
purchasing  160  acres  on  section  21,  Esmen  Town- 
ship, on  which  a  little  house  had  been  erected, 
which  he  occupied  for  about  nine  j-ears.  He  then 
bought  the  adjoining  quarter  section  of  Land,  and 
erected  the  commodious  resi<lenee  which  he  now 
occupies.  He  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  ever  since  he  came  to  Illinois,  and 
takes  great  pride  in  the  improvements  on  his  farm 
as  well  as  in  his  stock.  His  cattle  are  graded  Dur- 
hams,  his  horses  are  Norman  and  Cleveland  bays, 
his  hogs  Poland-China,  and  his  sheep  Cotswold  and 
Southdown.  The  crops  he  produces  are  largely 
corn  and  small  grain. 

Mr.  .and  Mrs.  McDonald  have  become  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  six  living — Thaddeus  S.,  Clau- 
dius C.,  Ai  Gordon,  Loretta,  Klla  JLay  and  Nevada. 
Sabra  H.  is  deceased.  Thaddeus  married  Ella 
Bradley,  and  is  a  farmer  in  Round  Grove  Town- 
shiii,  where  he  deals  in  stock  and  conducts  a  grain 
commission    business    in    the    village    of    Campus;    i. 
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Claiulius  iiifimetl  Martlia  (uibin,  ami  lives  in 
Stveator,  but  i;:  not  in  active  bu.-inefiS  at  present ; 
Gordon  married  Anna  Whalen.  and  lives  at  home 
with  his  jiarents:  Loretta  is  the  wife  i>(  Waltei  V,. 
("ornell,  and  lives  at  Great  Bend,  Kaii.:  KUa  mar- 
ried Charles  Cook,  and  lives  in  Pontiae,  where  her 
hnsband  has  been  eiigai;ed  in  the  meat  business. 

Mr.  .McDonald  has  served  as  School  Director 
and  Trustee  nianj-  terms,  and  has  assessed  the 
township  five  times.  He  is  not  active  in  politics, 
and  votes  entirely  independent  of  political  party. 
He  was  formerly  an  old-line  Whiji'.  He  is  one 
among  tiie  most  enterprising  eiti/ens  of  Esmen 
Township,  and  is  favorably  known  throughout 
Livingston  County.  .Mrs.  McDonald  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  Cluiieh. 


i:^^HO.M.\S  L.  II.  1I()LM.\N.  Central  Illinois 
was  settled  by  a  most  excellent  class  of  jjco- 
ple.  as  its  present  jrosition  indicates.  They 
came  from  all  parts  of  tlie  East  and  South,  and 
formed  the  happy  combination  most  needed  foi-  the 
development  of  the  soil  and  the  other  natural  re- 
sources of  this  section.  Particularly  has  Ohit)  con- 
tributed to  the  honors  of  her  sister  .State,  and  parted 
from  many  of  her  good  men  who  were  anxious  to 
try  an  experiment  on  prairie  land.  Among  these 
was  the  subject  of  this  history,  who  more  than 
thirty-one  3'ears  ago  bid  adieu  to  the  Buckeye  State 
to  ^eck  his  fortunes  farther  West. 

Mr.  llolman  is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  .Sauneniin  Townshij), 
where  he  owns  iOo  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land 
with  a  beautiful  residence,  >urrounded  with  natuial 
and  ornatnental  trees,  and  in  the  rear  the  bains  mikI 
other  buildings  required  by  the  intelligent  and  pio- 
gre.«sive  farmer.  His  stock  is  of  (irst-class  descrip- 
tion and  the  farm  machinery  of  the  most  improved 
l^attern.  Tiiis  home  he  ha^  built  up  liy  his  own 
unaided  effort*,  and  may  be  p.irdoned  if  lie  views 
it  with  hone«t  pride.  ,N.,t  alone  has  he  aecumulatcd 
a  eom|)etency,  but  ha-  al.-o  secured  the  warniesl 
regard  of  his  neighbors  as  a  valued  f;ietor  in  I  heir 
mid.-t  and  one  who  has  -tininlated  tliein  to  emnlali' 
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his  example.  A  view  of  the  residence,  with  its 
surroundings,  is  presented  on  an  aceoinpanving 
page. 

\\'lien  the  parents  of  our  snliject  were  gladdened 
by  the  birlli  of  this  >oii,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1834,  they  resolved  to  liestow  upon  him  a  name 
<which  perhaps  would  be  the  means  of  inciting  him 
to  worthy  endeavor  and  ambiticms,  when  he  should 
come  to  years  of  responsibility'.  He  was  therefore 
given  the  name  of  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  in  honor  of 
that  great  Ohio  Statesman  who  distinguished  him- 
self during  the  decade  from  1835  to  184.').  The 
boy  wa>  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
and  rem.iined  under  the  parental  roof  until  reach- 
ing his  majority.  His  father,  Frank  Holman,  was  a 
native  of  New  .Tersej',  and  the  mother,  Mrs.  Cassia 
(Leonard)  llolman,  was  born  in  Brown  County, 
Ohio.  Her  paternal  uncle,  John  Leonard,  figured 
as  one  of  the  early  patriots  and  served  in  the  War 
of  1812.  The  family  is  of  German  and  French 
ancestry,  but  of  American  birth  for  several  genera- 
tions, steady,  reliable  and  industrious  people,  who 
had  nothing  to  do  with  police  courts  or  lawyers,  but 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  their  way,  mostly  eng.iged 
in  agriculture. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  son  of  his  parents,  and 
in  common  with  his  brothers,  attended  the  district 
school  mostly'  during  the  winter  seasons,  and  in 
summer  made  himself  useful  on  the  farm.  After 
reaching  his  twenty-eighth  year  he  was  united  in 
marriage,  Feb.  26,  1863,  to  Miss  Matilda  B.  Belt, 
who  was  born  in  Goshen,  Clermont  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct. 
4,  1841,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Susan 
(McNeal)  Belt,  who  were  natives  of  Maryland  and 
Ohio  resjiectivelj-.  The  mother  died  in  Clermont 
Coimty,  Ohio,  in  1844;  the  father  lives  in  Batavia, 
Ohio. 

jNIr.  and  Mrs.  Holman  after  their  mai-riage  came 
directly  to  Illinois,  and  took  up  their  residence  on 
a  farm  in  LaSalle  County.  In  1871  the}'  disposed 
of  their  jiroperty  in  that  section,  and  coming  to 
Sauneniin  Township,  Mr.  II.  purchased  205  acres  of 
land  en  section  1,  where  he  has  since  operated  with 
the  result,s  .already  nientioued.  \h>  hcmiestead 
forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  spots  In  the  laiid- 
seape  of  Saniieiiiin  Towushiii,  and  is  a  striking 
illnslratioii  of  the  enlli vated  tastes  and  the  industry 
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of  its  proiH'ietor.  He  commenced  at  the  foot  of  the 
ladder  in  life,  and  his  present  condition  indicates 
what  good  use  he  has  made  of  his  time  and  oppor- 
tunities. This  land  when  it  came  into  his  i)osses- 
sion  bore  little  resemblance  to  its  present  condition, 
ns  there  stood  upon  it  only  a  small  worthless  build- 
ing and  it  was  practically  in  its  primitive  condition, 
having  been  but  slightlj'  cultivated.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  not  been  blessed  with  children, 
but  their  home  is  often  brightened  by  the  presence 
t^if  friends  and  neighbors,  who  find  it  one  of  the 
most  attractive  resorts  in  the  neighborhO(jd  in  which 
to  spend  a  social  hour. 

Mr.  Holraan  has  represented  Saunemin  Township 
in  the  County  Board  of  .Supervisors,  and  served  as 
Road  Commissioner  for  a  period  of  fourteen  j'ears; 
the  latter  position  lie  occupies  at  the  present  time. 
He  has  kept  his  e3'e  upon  the  schools  in  his  vicinitj- 
and  has  served  as  Director  in  his  district,  .seeming  to 
increase  his  popularity  each  year,  .as  in  the  spring  of 
1887  ho  received  every  vote  cast  in  the  district  for 
Director.  Mr.  Holman  is  a  Democrat  in  polities 
but  has  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  (Greenback 
party. 

I^ILLIAM  EDWARD  MORRIS,  one  of  the 
linent  and  best-known  farmers  of 
>ht  Township,  comes  of  an  old  family 
of  English  farmers,  springing  from  near  Manches- 
ter, Lancashire,  England.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  James  Morris,  lived  on  a  large  farm  be- 
longing to  Lord  Derby,  over  thirty-five  years,  and 
became  the  father  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
named  as  follows:  John,  Mary,  Thomas,  Ann,  Will- 
iam and  Alice. 

James  Morris  was  a  typical  English  farmer  of  the 
better  class,  and  was  a  man  of  much  force  of  char- 
acter and  intelligence,  but  witii  no  education,  not 
being  able  either  to  read  or  write,  and  said  that 
when  he  was  a  boy  the  only  attempt  made  to  teach 
him  to  write  was  with  the  finger  in  the  sand.  He 
lived  the  quiet,  easy-going  life  of  his  class,  and  was 
a  raiser  and  breeder  of  fine  cattle  and  horses.  The 
crops  then  raised  on  English  farms  were  principally 
wheat,  potatoes  and  dair}'  products.  He  accumu- 
lated a  handsome  property,  and    at  his  death    be- 
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queathed  $.5,000  to  each  of  his  ciiiliben.  He  has 
always  been  held  in  the  greatest  respect  by  his  de- 
scendants. William  Morris,  his  son,  and  the  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  on  his  father's  farm,  where 
he  remained  until  he  imniigiate<l  to  this  coinitiy. 
He  married  and  had  one  son,  William  Edward,  of 
whom  we  write.  Tiie  wife  died  soon  after  mar- 
riage, and  Mr.  Morris,  emigrating  to  America, 
worked  on  ,i  farm  near  Philadelphia  for  Daniel 
Wolmer,  where  he  was  again  mairied,  and  bj'  this 
wife  had  ten  children.  He  finally  came  to  Orundy 
County,  111.,  where  he  rented  land,  and  afterward 
purchased  a  farm  of  200  acres  in  Dwight  Township, 
this  county,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Oct.  6, 1878. 

William  E.  Morris,  our  subject,  was  born  in  En- 
gland on  the  farm  where  his  grandfather  lived  for 
many  years.  His  mother  died  before  he  was  old 
enough  to  take  cognizance  of  persons  or  events, 
and  his  father  coming  to  America,  young  William 
grew  up  under  the  care  of  his  grandfather,  and 
learned  farming  in  the  thorough  manner  of  the  En- 
glish. He  received  but  little  education  when 
young,  as  England  at  that  day  did  little  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  ma.sses,  but  he  has  added  to  what  he 
then  obtained  by  reading,  observation  and  experi- 
ence. Young  William  passed  his  early  life  amid 
the  rural  scenes  of  his  native  country,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty,  in  March,  18(iti,  came  to  this  coun- 
try with  his  father,  who  had  returned  to  England  on 
a  visit.  Upon  his  arrival  he  went  to  work  upon 
his  father's  farm,  where  he  continued  until  he  was 
twenty-three  years  of  age. 

On  the  7th  of  January,  18()9,  Mr.  Morris  Avas 
married  to  Miss  Jemima  Keck,  of  Kane  County, 
111.,  where  she  was  born  on  the  28th  of  July,  1840. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  Adam  and  Catherine  Ann 
(Coleman)  Keck,  of  New  York  State,  who  settled  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mohawk  manj?  generations  ago. 
Her  ancestors  were  a  sturdy  and  thrift}'  class  of 
people,  who  transmitted  those  characteristics  to  their 
descendants.  The  household  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mor- 
ris has  been  blessed  with  three  children — Catherine 
D.,  Rosa  May  and  Calvin  P. 

The  first  year  after  marriage  .Mr.  Morris  lonteda 
farm  in  his  present  neighborhood,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  bought  a    tract  of  ninety  acres  near 


H 


-•► 


,t 


l,n'lNGST(.)N  COUNTY. 


Dwiglit,  upon  which  he  resided  seven  j-ears,  and 
tlien  [uirehased  liis  present  homestead,  consisting  of 
120  acres  near  this  town.  In  liis  farming  opera- 
tions he  lias  adopted  the  most  approved  modern 
nietiiods,  and  employed  the  best  agricultural  im- 
plements ami  machinery.  Mr.  Morri>  early  at- 
tached himself  to  the  Republican  i>arty,  and  has  con- 
sistently worked  and  voted  with  that  political  or- 
ganization. IJolli  himself  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodi>t  Church.  It  is  the  determination  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mcn-ris  to  afford  every  possible  facil- 
ity to  their  chililren  in  |)rocnring  a  good  education, 
and  at  the  time  this  sketch  is  written  they  aie  all 
making  >plendid  progress  in  their  studies  at  the 
Dwight  High  School.  The  parents  aie  thoroughly' 
wrapt  np  in  their  affection  for  their  children,  and 
will  leave  no  effort  unexerted  to  place  them  in  their 
proper  position  in  life. 

As  reiiresentative  of  the  buildings  in  this  section 
of  conntr\-.  we  have  pleasure  in  presenting  on  an- 
other page  of  this  Ai.i'.lm  a  view  of  Mr.  Morris' 
roidenci'  and  its  surroundiniis. 


"l"  OsEPlI  PIl'ER,  a  well-known  farmer  ano 
stock-raiser,  whose  farm  is  located  on  sec- 
tion 2."3,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  is  an 
adopted  citizen  of  this  country,  having  been 
born  in  Kiigland  on  the  1st  of  February,  1848,  and 
lironght  to  the  I'uited  .States  by  his  parents  when 
about  eleven  months  old. 

.Mr.  Piper  is  the  son  of  Kicb.ird  and  Hannah  (Vaz- 
son)  Piper,  who  uijoii  coming  to  Ihis  country  lo- 
cated on  Fox  River,  Kendall  Counly.  where  they 
rcmainerl  until  the  snliject  of  ttiis  sketch  was  about 
ililileen'year,-.  of  age.  They  then  came  to  Living- 
-ton  County,  and  rented  i.ind  in  Nc\;id;i  Town- 
-hip.  whicli  they  r-idtivated  aljoiit  (our  years,  ;in(l 
then  piircliased  a  farm.  At  the  end  of  two  yeais 
Ihey  di.|jo-.ed  of  thlr^  i)roperty,  and  bought  land  in 
KiM.k's  Creek  'I'ownsliip,  upon  which  they  located. 
Mr.  Pii)er  remahied  with  his  father,  assisting  in  the 
Wf.rk  on  the  farm  until  lie  wa>  twenty-one  \  e.irs  of 
age,  when  he  entered  into  partnership  witli  him  mjkI 
continued  about  five  yejo-.  On  the  7tl)  of  .lauiiary, 
l«72,  .Mr.  Piper  wax  inarrie<I  to  Miss  Elizabeth  In- 


gram. The  partnership  arrangement  with  his  father 
existed  during  the  first  two  years  of  his  married 
life,  and  in  the  spring  of  187(;  he  moved  to  his 
|)iesent  home,  which  originally  foi'ined  apart  of  his 
father's  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Piper  have  had  born  to  them  six 
children:  Charles,  Sept.  lo,  l,s72;  Nellie,  Jan.  ;}, 
1875:  Albert,  Di'c.  2:;,  187G;  Chester,  July  28, 
1880;  Olive,  Feb.  2(i,  1885;  and  Ingant  Norah, 
Aug.  20,  IS,s7.  Mr.  Piper  was  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  live  children,  the  others  being  Marj',  John, 
George  and  Harriet.  Mary  married  Aaron  A.  Pem- 
berton,  and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek  Township,  where 
they  ha\c  three  children;  John  married  Emma  Mc- 
Manus,  has  three  childi-en,  and  lives  in  the  State  of 
Nebraska;  Harriet  married  (leorge  (4.  Breese,  and 
lives  in  Pontiac  Township. 

Mr.  Piper's  father  is  about  sixty-six  years  of 
age,  having  been  born  in  England  on  the  28th  of 
January,  1822.  The  grandfather's  name  was  John, 
who  remained  in  England  and  lived  to  be  about 
eighty-five  years  of  age.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Piper 
was  John  Ingram,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
moved  to  Illinois  wdien  she  was  about  four  j'ears 
old;  he  died  at  about  thirty-five  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Piper's  education  was  received  in  the  common 
schools.  He  has  been  Supervisor  one  year,  Town- 
ship Collector  four  years,  and  School  Director  for 
several  j'ears.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  U.  S.  Grant  on  his  second  election,  and  has 
voted  the  liepnblican  ticket  constantly  since. 

lllLIP  SHRIMPTON,  who  is  a  farmer  and 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Dwight  Township, 
P  w:is  born  in  1842,  and  the  family  of  which 
he  is  a  member  is  of  English  origin.  Josei)h 
Shiinipton,  his  father,  was  born  in  Buckingham- 
shire, England,  where  he  was  a  needle-maker  by 
trade.  While  ^yel  a  resident  of  that  country  he 
married  Mary  Bampton,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  three  children — Heber,  Sarah  and  Philiii. 

While  their  children  were  yet  young  the  parents 

of  oiii-  subject  i igrated  to  this  country,  settling 

in  Livingston  County,  where  they  engaged  in  fann- 
ing;  but  not    being  satisfied    with   the  outlook   foi 
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lUinuis  at  tliat  time  and  yearning  for  the  scenes  of 
tlioii-  nativity,  they  returner!  to  England  in  1856. 
The  next  year,  however,  yielding  to  the  persuasions 
of  the  sons,  who  felt  convincud  that  Illinois  was  to 
l)e  a  great  (State  and  would  furnish  a  pleasant  and 
profitable  place  of  residenee,  the  father  returned 
with  his  family  in  1<S.")7.  In  ls60  he  moved  from 
Livingston  County  to  Grundy  County,  where  he 
remained  until  1865,  when  he  again  came  to  this 
county  and  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land,  a 
portion  of  which  is  yet  owned  by  the  sons.  The 
father  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
and  in  iiolitics  was  a  faithful  adherent  of  the 
Republican  party.  Through  industry  and  economy 
and  that  good  management  for  which  the  English 
people  arc  noted,  he  succeeded  in  accumulating  con- 
siderable property. 

When  his  parents  first  came  to  the  United  States 
Mr.  Shrimpton  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
yet  before  leaving  England  he  liad  become  skilled 
in  the  making  of  needles  and  particularly  in  making 
crochet  needles,  which  was  the  speical  branch  of  the 
work  in  which  his  father  engaged.  The  business 
of  making  sewing  needles  before  the  introduction 
of  machiner3'  and  before  large  factories  had  been 
established,  had  been  followed  b}^  father  and  son  in 
this  family  for  generations.  It  is  said  that  the 
father  of  our  subject  could  take  a  hair  from  his 
head,  make  an  eye  in  it  and  thread  it.  In  this  par- 
ticular vocation  the  Shrimpton  familj'  became  much 
noted  in  that  part  of  England  in  which  they  lived. 

In  1873  Mr.  Shrimpton  was  married  to  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  H.  R.  and  Mary  (JIcGraw)  Hamilton, 
of  Blackstone,  Livingston  Co.,  111.,  and  this  union 
has  been  blessed  with  tw(j  children — Adclbert  and 
Grace  Pearl.  The  children  arc  Ijoth  living,  and  in 
good  qualities  and  intelligence  are  counterparts  of 
their  parents.  For  several  years  before  the  death 
of  Mr.  .Shriniptou's  father  they  managed  the  farm 
of  the  latter  jointly,  and  in  these  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. Sir.  Shrimpton  owned  forty  aoes  of  land 
at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  inherited  forty 
acres  of  the  estate,  which  gives  him  a  farm  that  is 
ample  for  all  his  necessities  and  just  large  enough 
to  keep  in  good  condition  constantly.  He  acts  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  political  matters,  luit  lias 
never  sought  jjolitical  preferment  of  any  kind.     He 


is  modest  and  unassuming  in  his  demeanor,  l)Oth  in 
politics  and  business  affairs,  but  belongs  to  that 
class  of  undemonstrative  men  who  can  .Mhvays  l)e 
relied  upon  when  emergencies  arrive.  He  and  his 
wife  enjoy  the  resi)ect  and  esteem  of  the  pinple  of 
all  the  surroun<ling  country. 

We  present  with  pleasure  a  view  (if  Mr.  Siirinip- 
tou's  homestead  on  anotlier  pagi'  of  this  wurk. 


y;ILLlAM  BROUGHTON,  who  was  widely 
Iviiown  in  Livingston  County,  and  in  honor 
^  ^  of  whom  the  township  of  Broughton  was 
named,  was  born  in  Monroe  Count}',  N.  V.,  Dec. 
26,  182.'!,  and  departed  this  life  at  his  Imnie  in 
Broughton  Township,  Sept.  211,  1884.  He  was  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Central  Illinois,  to  whicii 
he  came  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he  iiad 
lived  several  j'ears  after  leaving  the  place  of  ids 
birth.  His  residence  in  this  county  dated  fnmi  tiie 
1st  of  May,  1.S52. 

Mr.  Broughton  was  distinguished  as  an  active 
and  enterprising  member  of  the  community,  strong 
in  his  ideas  of  right  and  fearless  in  the  expresssion 
of  his  sentiments.  He  became  an  extensive  land- 
holder, owning  1,026  acres,  the  most  of  which  he 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  fol- 
lowed the  life  of  a  sailor  on  the  Lakes  for  a  time  in 
his  early  manhood,  but  after  settling  down  upon 
terra  firma  succeeded  remarkably  well  in  his  farm- 
ing' operations  and  carried  with  him  all  through 
life  the  elements  of  mind  and  character  which  made 
him  admired  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances, and  valued  as  a  representative  man  of 
a  highly  intelligent  community. 

Mr.  Broughton  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in 
his  native  State,  and  after  going  to  Ohio  located  in 
Medina  Countv,  where  he  was  married  on  the  6th 
of  December,  1849,  to  Miss  S.  E.  Smart,  a  ladj-  of 
excellent  family  and  American  parentage.  She 
passed  away  at  her  home  in  this  comity,  Oct.  26, 
ISCiS.  Of  this  union  there  were  i)oi'u  three  chil- 
dien  :  Alvira,  now  Mrs.  .1.  Lewis;  Arvilla,  dei'eased, 
and  Elmer,  who  is  uiuiiarried  and  largely  identified 
with  the  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of 
Broughton  Township. 

William  Broughtnu  was  the  first  nian  "ln>  ie|)re 
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>ente<l  his  township  in  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors which  (."tfice  he  held  for  .1  number  of  years. 
and  was  also  Assessor  for  a  long  period.  He  took 
an  active  interest  in  polities,  and  in  o;irly  life  iden- 
tified himself  with  tlie  Republican  |)arty.  of  which 
he  remained  a  tirm  adherent  imtil  the  day  of  his 
death.  His  first  purchase  of  land  was  a  tract  of  raw 
prairie,  over  which  a  plowshare  had  never  passed, 
and  for  some  jears  there  was  scarcely  the  cabin  of 
another  settler  in  sight.  He  labored  early  and  late 
to  cultivate  the  soil  and  establish  the  homestead, 
and  wi»,<  richlj-  rcwanled  for  his  industry  and  per- 
?evei-,ince.  In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its 
most  honored  men  and  the  couiiiiunity  one  of  its 
mo>t  valued  members. 

Khner  Bronghton  was  born  Nov.  12,  IjSoJS,  and 
ha-  inherited  largely  the  talents  and  energy  of  his 
father,  while  he  bids  fair  to  perpetuate  the  charac- 
teristics for  which  the  famil}'  have  been  noted  for 
generations.  He  has  managed  with  excellent  judg- 
ment the  property  which  has  fallen  to  him,  and,  al- 
though not  laboring  with  the  difficulties  attendant 
upon  the  efforts  of  his  father  before  him,  is  a  man 
who  would  proltably  be  equal  to  any  ordinary 
emergencv  wliich  miyht  arise. 


oris  FHANC  IS  Li.DlC.  It  often  happens 
that  genius  seeks  for  itself  some  quiet  spot 
L=^  where  it  can  commune  with  nature  and  take 
[ileasure  in  re\iewing  the  glories  of  the  past.  The 
-ubject  of  llli^  biography,  a  French  gentleman  of 
fine  education  and  much  intellect,  has  sought  a  spot 
in  Central  Illinois  where  lie  gives  scope  to  his  in- 
clihation^.  and  where  for  the  last  eight  years  espec- 
ially he  h.as  been  living  comparatively  retired  from 
active  l;djor.  and  enjoying  in  a  huge  measure  the 
pleasures  of  rural  life,  while  engaging  in  the  liter- 
ary work  of  which  he  has  alway-  luen  fond  and  to 
which  he  is  admirably  ad.apted.  l\'\~  pi-n  is  now 
chiefly  employed  in  writing  a  series  of  sketches,  en- 
titlc'l  •■Incideiiis  iluring  tiie  Siege  iuid  (>ccui)ation 
of  Koine  by  the  Frenr-Ii  Army  in  IHP.)."  which  ;ne 
beiiig  published  In  the  Chfuoa  Gnxfli'-.  and  icad  by 
:i  largi-  nninbei'  of  people  with  pleasure  :ind  prolil. 
(»nr  subject,   who  e-^Mies  fronj  an   ol<l  ajjd  i.iom- 


inent  family,  was  born  in  Huningue,  Alsace,  then 
a  pos.-*ession  of  France,  in  1821.  His  father,  F.  H. 
LeDuc,  was  born  in  Liel,  Grand  l)uch_y  of  Baden, 
Germ.'iny,  in  17S0.  became  a  French  citizen  in 
1  .'^os.  and  married  in  ISl,").  He  was  enrolled  as 
master  bo»)tmaker  of  the  (Ith  Regiment  of  Artillei-y, 
and  was  in  the  Russian  campaign.  He  was  sta- 
tioned with  the  de[)Ot  companj-  of  the  regiment  at 
the  fortress  of  Huningue,  which  in  June,  1815,  was 
surrounded  by  .■iO,000  Austrians  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Austrian  Archduke  John,  t>nl3^  flft3' 
cannoniers  of  the  line  being  in  the  fortress  at  the 
time.  The}'  organized,  nevertheless,  for  the  de- 
fense, into  a  company  of  11)0,  by  filling  up  with 
citizen  volunteers,  of  which  compan}'  LeDuc  was 
second  in  command,  and  with  some  women  volun- 
teers, who  took  charge  of  the  guard  posts,  they 
succeeded  in  repelling  for  over  two  months  every 
charge  or  assault  of  the  enemy.  Day  after  daj'  the 
Austrians  were  repulsed,  and  could  not  get  a  foot- 
hold anywhere  within  range  of  the  fortress  guns, 
and  the  place  w.as  surrendered  (mlj^  after  Paris  had 
cajjitulated  to  the  English,  Prussian  and  Russian 
armies.  He  died  in  l8.')o.  Magdalen  Bashong, 
the  mother  of  Louis,  was  born  in  Maseveaux,  De- 
partment Hant  Rhin,  France,  in  1788,  and  died  in 
1826. 

Our  suliject,  after  leaving  school,  had  followed 
mercantile  business  until  a  youth  of  eighteen,  when 
he  volunteered  in  the  French  army,  and  two  weeks 
later  was  |)romoted  a  non-commi.«sioned  officer.  He 
was  soon  afterward  called  to  more  important  sta- 
tions, and  when  nineteen  years  old  was  appointed 
private  secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Reggio.  Here 
the  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  eldest  son  of  Louis 
Philippe,  and  Crown  Piinee  of  France,  took  notice 
of  him,  .•nnl  .Mppointed  iiini  private  .secretary  to  his 
wife,  the  Crown  l'rinces>.  ^\'hile  en  route  to  Paris 
he  met  a  eouriei'  with  the  news  that  an  iiccident  had 
befallen  the  I'lince.  whose  team  took  fright,  and 
who,  in  leMi)ing  from  his  carriage,  had  broken  his 
neck.  The  courier  insisted  that  Louis  should  re- 
turn to  lii>  legiinent,  but  Louis  answered,  "I  am 
.-ummoued  to  the  Royal  ccnirt  .-ind  to  tlie  court  I 
shall  go."  He  .Mccordingly  rode  on,  .■iinl  in  iliie  time 
presented  hiin>elf  to  the  I'rineess.  Thence  he  was 
referred  to  the  King  who  received  him  cordially,  ' 
— mp.   J 
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but  the  secretaryship  seemed  to  have  been  aban- 
doned, aiirt  the  young  man  returned  tuhis  regiment 
with  tiie  promise  of  the  first  vacant  place  at  court. 
This,  however,  was  never  realized,  but  tiie  promo- 
tion of  young  LeDuc  in  the  army  was  so  rapid 
tliat  before  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  First  Lieu- 
tenant of  Artillery  and  Secretary  of  the  Minister  of 
War. 

In  lS4i),  when  the  war  in  Italy  bi'oke  out,  our 
subject,  who  was  master  of  the  Italian  language, 
was  called  to  important  positions,  decorated  with 
the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  for  bravery,  and 
was  eventually'  sent  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  tri- 
umvirate of  Rome.  After  being  conducted  into 
the  Senate  Chamber  the  INIinister  of  War  asked 
Louis,  "What  would  you  do  if  we  should  continue 
the  defense.?"  The  young  man  answered,  "Signor, 
such  a  proceeding  would  be  wanton  bloodshed;  we 
will  take  the  city  of  Rome,  and  we  shall  have 
everyone  of  you  here  shot  within  twenty-four 
hours."  Next  day  the  French  army  entered  the 
holy  city  without  a  shot  being  fired.  Upon  the 
breaking  out  of  the  French  Revolution  and  the 
deposition  of  King  Louis  Philippe,  j'oung  LeDuc 
lost  two  powerful  friends  and  protectors,  but  held 
ills  office  in  Rome  five  years,  during  which  time  he 
often  came  into  contract  with  Pope  Pius  the  Ninth 
and  his  famous  Secretarj'  of  State,  Antonelli.  When 
ill  Pius  received  him  in  his  bedroom  several  times, 
and  subsequently  recommended  him  for  promotion 
to  the  French  commander.  He  served  as  secretary 
and  aide-de-camp  to  Marshal  Bugeand  at  Algiers, 
but  owing  to  the  constant  change  of  atmosphere. 
which  had  its  effects  upon  his  health,  he  returned  to 
Europe,  whence,  in  December,  1.S51,  he  sailed  to 
America.  After  his  arrival  he  remained  in  New 
York  City  one  year,  and  then  coming  to  Illinois  he 
located  u[)on  his  present  farm,  three  and  one-half 
miles  northwest  of  Chenoa,  and  has  .since  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  lie  has  done  much 
for  the  improvement  of  his  towushii),  and  effected 
the  emigration  of  many  excellent  French  families 
to  this  country. 

Mr.  LeDuc  is  a  finely  educated  gentleman,  read- 
ing, writing  and  speaking  several  languages  fluently. 
Although  wealthy  he  is   not  ostentations,   but   en- 
\     joys  life  in  his  own  quiet  way,  devoted  to  his  book? 

Vj,  


and  the  society  of  his  chosen  friends.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Salem  County,  N.  Y.,  be  was  united  in 
marriage,  June  13,  1853,  with  Miss  Eve  B.  Neidig, 
who  is  a  native  of  the  Kingdom  of  Saxony,  where 
she  was  born  April  25,  1834.  When  about  ten 
years  of  age  she  came  to  tlic  I'nited  States  with  her 
parents,  Nicholas  and  Eve  (Lavender)  Neidig.  Our 
sniiject  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows:  Rosina 
was  born  in  York  State,  and  died  there  when  six 
months  old;  Jane  is  the  wife  of  William  Layman, 
near  Pontiac;  William  married  Miss  Mary  John- 
son, and  is  ^uperintendeut  t)f  a  large  farm  near 
Denver,  Col. ;  Lizzie,  Mrs.  Charles  Nicholas,  is  a 
resident  of  Chenoa;  Emma  married  Christian  Yer- 
eler,  of  this  county;  Julia  is  teaching  school  at 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa:  Alexander  and  Alice  are  at 
iiou)e  with  their  parents;  Kdna  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  LeDuc,  in  1S5G,  planted  four  or  five  aeres 
of  young  forest  trees,  and  has  now  a  beautiful  grove 
near  his  residence.  His  farm  includes  a  quarter  of 
section  33,  and  in  all  respects  bears  comparison 
with  the  modern  homesteads  aroiuid  it.  Since  be- 
coming an  American  citizen  he  has  kept  himself 
well  posted  upon  national  affairs,  and  uniformly 
easts  his  vote  with  the  Republican  i)arty. 

\iC^7RANK  CONRAD,  who  is  located  on  section 
ll=4c?'  13,  Long  Point  Township,  where  he  is  suc- 
/il,  cessfully  engaged   in  stock-raising  and  con- 

ducting a  farm  of  1:^0  acres,  is  considered  one  of 
the  model  farmers  of  the  township,  and  the  title  is 
well  won.  He  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  Oermany, 
and  was  born  on  the  16th  of  August,  1830,  and  is 
the  son  of  Albert  and  Mary  (Ferry)  Conrad.  They 
were  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in 
the  faith  of  which  they  lived  and  died.  The  father 
died  in  1874,  and  the  mother  in  1S77.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following-named  children:  Mary 
was  born  in  1818,  was  married  to  Joseph  Parsons, 
has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Germany :  Marcus 
was  born  in  1X21,  and  married  Mary  Schmiilt;  Rosa 
was  born  in  1824,  was  married,  became  the  mother 
of  one  child,  and  died  in  1.S75;  her  husband  died  in 
1872.      Frank,   tiie    suliject    of   thi>  sketch,  was  the 
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youngest  of  the  faniiU",  and    came  to  this  country 
ill  18.^5. 

On  tlie  r.'tli  of  Maivh,  1803,  Mr.  t'onnul  \v;is 
married  to  Margaret  Sabiii.  ilaughter  of  Alfrinl  :\ih1 
(."atherine  (Galligher)  Saliin.  Iler  father  was  Imhu 
ill  1808.  and  the  niotlior  on  tho  18th  of  Febnuiry. 
180!).  The3"  were  the  i>arenls  of  the  fullowiiii;- 
iianied  ehildron:  James  L.,  born  Jan.  17,  1831,  died 
in  infancy:  Elizabeth  Jane,  born  .Sept.  23,  1832, 
married  William  Adair,  had  one  child,  and  died  in 
Ohio  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years;  Mary  Ann. 
born  Sept.  2;',  1834.  died  in  Ohio  at  the  age  of 
>eventeen  years;  I.eah,  born  May  7,  1836,  mar- 
ried John  Owens,  and  became  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  dece.ised;  she  resides  in 
Iowa.  Nancy,  born  Jan.  24.  1838.  married  Isaac 
Jack,  had  si.K  children,  and  dieil  in  isTi),  wliile 
living  in  Ohio;  William  Porter,  born  Jan.  15,  1840, 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  for  about 
three  years,  and  died  in  the  South  in  18G5;Joiin 
^\'ilsoll,  biini  Aug.  1.  1^42.  married  Ellen  Hanes  in 
Indi.ana.  and  had  one  ciiild;  he  died  in  Indiana 
after  he  had  served  three  years  in  the  Union  arm^'. 
Eueinda  Margaret,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  March  .5,  184.);  Morgan  L.  was 
born  Aug.  K!.  1849,  married  Harriet  Mnssey,  and 
ii:is  a  family  of  four  children;  he  is  a  farmer  and 
school  teacher  in  Clay  Countj%  111. 

.Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  are  the  jiarents  of  the  fol- 
lowing chijilren :  Louis  A.,  born  Dec.  22,  18G3;  Will- 
iam Porter,  born  April  20.  l.S(;5,  died  in  1S77; 
Frank  was  born  Sept.  13,  18117;  Rosa,  born  Jan.  1 1, 
IMij'.t,  died  of  diphtheria  in  1S77;  Enniia,  born  Oct. 
2";.  l«7i»;  E.\le,  brirn  May  10,  1872,  <lied  in  infancy; 
.Milton,  born  in  1874;  Ellie,  Jan.  I'.i,  l,s7.") ;  Harry, 
.March  31,  1877;  Harvey,  l«orn  .May  :i,  l.s7'J,  and 
•  lied  ill  1880:  Myrta,  Ijorii  .May  l'7,  LssI:  Oella, 
Oet.  12,  1882;  Editli,  Feb.  C,  1  s«.i,  and  .lessie  A., 
Jhu.  'J,  1«87. 

The  120-acrc  farm  owned  by  .Mr.  Conrad,  a  vii-w 
of  which  is  shown  in  this  vi)liiine,  is  one  of  llie 
best  ciillivaled  in  Long  Point  Township.  II  is  will 
feiieerl,  aiiij  coiii|)leteiy  drained  witii  lile  dilchcs. 
'i'lie  buildings  wliicli  have  been  erected  ,iic  nnicii 
b<-tt'-r  than  the  average,  ami  bnilt  with  an  i\v  U, 
comfort  .-ind  convenience.  In  polilicid  mailers  .Mr. 
Conrad  a<;t.s   with   the    Deinocialic   party,   Iml    h.is 


never  engaged  in  politics  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing official  rewards.  He  is  a  quiet,  unassuming  and 
substantial  citizen,  in  whom  the  people  of  the  neigh- 
borhood repose  the  most  implicit  confidence,  and 
his  family  enjo}'  the  esteem  and  good  wishes  of  all 
with  whom  tliev  come  in  contact. 


^  /^  KS.  LOTTIE  E.  BROUGHTON,  widow  of 
l/v.li  {|,p  1j,^j.  ^Villiam  Broughton,  in  honor  of 
whom  the  township  of  that  name  was 
called,  and  where  he  made  his  home  the 
alter  years  of  his  life,  is  now  residing  in  a  comfort- 
able home  at  Campus,  enjoying  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  friends  who  have  known  her  during 
her  residence  in  Livingston  County,  about  eight 
years. 

Mrs.  Broughton  is  (he  daughter  of  John  B.  and 
Melissa  (Colburn)  Phillips,  natives  of  New  York 
State,  where  they  continued  after  their  marriage, 
and  where  the  mother  died,  at  Mineville,  Essex 
Count}",  about  1851.  The  father  still  survives,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Crown  Point,  Essex  County. 
Lottie  E.  was  the  youngest  of  their  three  children, 
and  was  liorn  at  Crown  Point,  May  4,  1849.  She 
continued  there  with  her  parents  until  twenty-one 
j-ears  old,  when  she  went  South  and  joined  a  mar- 
ried sister  at  New  Orleans,  where  she  remained  two 
years.  Thence  they  removed  to  St.  Louis,  and  six 
or  eight. vears  later  to  Iowa.  Her  marriage  with 
William  Broughton  occurred  iu  Kcokuli  in  the 
spring  of  187!i.  Her  sistei',  Jlrs.  C.  J.  Lorigan,  is 
now  a  residint  of  Campus,  and  the  two  take  much 
.satisfaction  in  visiting  together. 

William  P>roughton  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  v.,  Dec.  (1,  1826,  whence  he  removed  to  Ohio, 
and  from  there  to  tiiis  county  in  the  spring  of  1852. 
lie  was  first  uiarrie<l  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  Dec. 
(i.  Is4'.i,  to  .Miss  S.  E.  Smart,  by  whom  he  became 
llic  I'allicr  of  tluce  children — Alvira,  Arvilia  and 
I'^Micr.  ( )f  these  Arvilia  is  dead,  while  A!\ira  and 
I'^lincr  live  in  liroughl.oii  Township.  The  wife  and 
molJici- departed  thislilV  (.)cl.  2r,,  1868,  after  the 
rcNiova!  of  .Mr.  IJi'Diiglitoii  to  the  West.  Subse- 
ipiciilly  lie   was  engaged  for  a  time  as  a  sailor   ami 
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fonimaiider  of  a  lake  vessel.  He  came  to  Livino- 
stoii  County,  ])revioiis  to  the  organization  of  Br<  )Ugh- 
ton  Townsliip  and  entered  at  once  into  the  jjlans  of 
the  settlers  for  tiie  Imilding  up  of  this  section  of 
country. 

Mr.  Brounhton  wns  at  once  recojinized  as  a  use- 
ful and  public-spirited  citizen  and  first  represented 
Broughton  Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors, which  office  he  iield  many  years,  besides 
that  of  Assessor.  He  ;it  lirst  purchased  a  small 
tract  of  land  and  was  very  successful  in  his  under- 
takings, finally  becoming  possessor  of  about  1,000 
acres.  From  the  time  of  coming  to  Brongiitoii 
Township,  he  was  closely  identified  with  its  inter- 
ests, and  it  seemed  to  be  his  chief  ambition  to  en- 
encourage  the  establishment  of  those  enterjn-ises 
which  would  insure  its  prosperit3-,  and  bring  to  it 
an  intelligent  and  progressive  class  of  people.  He 
lived  man}'  years  enjoying  the  confidence  and  es- 
teem of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  passed  to  his  final 
rest  Sept.  29,  1884.  In  1887  Mrs.  Broughton  left 
the  farm  in  the  hands  of  Frank  Rogers,  and  took 
up  her  abode  in  a  comfortable  residence  at  Campus, 
where  she  is  enjoying  life  surrounded  liy  all  of  its 
comforts  and  manj'  of  its  luxuries. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Broughton  became  the  parents  of 
two  children — M.  DeeEtte,  who  was  born  June  1, 
1881,  and  William  B.,  Jan.  '.),  188."). 


\il^  ENRY  FRANCIS,  a  citizen  of  Odell,  hav- 
rjji  ing  retired  from  active  farm  life,  was  liorn 
!h^  in  Lewis,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on  the  1st  of 
(^  September,  18-23,  and  is  the  third  child  of  a 
family  of  eight  born  to  Alvin  and  Betsy  (Soper) 
Francis,  who  were  natives  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  paternal  grandparents  were  Samuel 
and  Dorcas  Francis,  who  were  also  New  Yoikers, 
and  the  former  of  whom  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary Way.  The  father  of  Mr.  Francis  was 
reared  to  farm  life  and  served  for  a  short  time  in 
the  War  of  1812.  He  m()ve(l  to  Eric  C(junty,  Ta., 
in  1832,  and  engaged  in  farming.  During  his  life 
he  was  an  old-line   Republican,  liut  not  active  in 
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politics.  He  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  fall  from 
a  scaffold  in  his  barn  in  Erie  County.  I'a.  The 
widow  survived  him  nineteen  yeav>. 

Our  subject  siient  his  early  days  on  a  f.irni,  and 
his  only  educational  facilities  were  aftonled  liy  the 
commtm  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  be  en- 
tered a  chair-making  establishment  as  an  appren- 
tice to  that  trade,  where  he  remained  for  about 
three  j'ears,  and  became  a  proficient  cabinet -maker. 
He  then  opened  a  shop  at  Girard,  Eiic  Co.,  I'li., 
where  he  continued  nine  or  ten  years.  In  l.s4J  be 
was  married  to  Mai-y  J.  Pope,  the  daughter  of 
Ichabod  and  Altnira  (Biidger)  Pope,  of  Cattarau- 
gus, N.  Y.  Mrs.  Fi'ancis  was  born  in  New  York, 
but  her  parents  were  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Fraiicis  and 
bis  wife  remained  in  (iirard  until  I.s.O.'i.  .■n)<l  then 
went  to  Sac  County,  Wis.,  where  they  farmed  one 
year.  They  then  moved  to  LaSalle  County,  III., 
where  he  operated  a  rented  farm  for  inne  years, 
and  from  there  went  to  Braceville,  Grundy  Co., 
111.,  where  he  bought  160  acres  of  land,  on  which 
he  lived  for  eighteen  years  following,  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  March,  18(35,  Mrs.  Francis  died.  She  bad  be- 
come the  mother  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living — Mary  E.,  Julia,  Arrace  E.,  Florence  ^'., 
Perry  D.,  Pianklin  AV.,  May  E.  and  Nelson  G. 
Arrace  married  Lake  L.  Francis,  a  farmer,  and  they 
live  in  Nebraska;  Julia  married  David  Layman, 
and  is  now  a  widow  living  near  home;  Florence 
married  Lucius  Coleman, and  they  live  in  Gardner; 
Perry  married  Emily  Smith,  and  lives  in  Lane 
County,  Kan.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  farming; 
May  married  William  H.  Ward,  and  lives  near 
Odell;  Mary  is  at  home  with  her  father;  Franklin 
married  Miss  Marj-  A.  Clark,  ami  resides  in  Coal 
City,  Grundy  County;  besides  carrying  on  a  cloth- 
ing business,  he  is  a  land  and  insurance  agent  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace.     Nelson  is  farming  near  home. 

In  1882  Mr.  Francis  sold  his  property  in  (irnndy 
County  and  moved  to  Livingston  County,  where 
he  bought  240  acres  of  im|)roved  land  on  sectit)n 
14,  Odell  Township,  and  eighty  acres  in  Tuion 
Township.  He  also  purchased  seven  acres  in  the 
suburbs  of  Odell,  on  which  stands  .-i  line  residence 
occupied  by  himself  and  daughtci-,   antl   a   view  of 
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which  is  to  be  seen  in  this  volume.  He  is  now  re- 
tired from  active  business.  In  Grundy  County  he 
served  as  Assessor,  Collector.  Road  Commissioner 
and  School  Commissioner:  in  this  county  he  has 
taken  no  active  jwrt  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the 
Republican  party. 

c^  HRAUA.M  HRLBAKKR.  United  States 
^yji    Express  Agent  at  Owight,  is  a  descendant 

///  |ft  of  one  of  the  oldest  Pennsylvania  families, 
g//  "ho    came    originally    from   Holland,  and 

ktcatcd  in  Lancaster  Count}'  soon  after  the  landing 
of  William  Penn.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  oin- 
subject,  also  Abraham  Rrubaker,  was  born  in  that 
county,  where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  and  passed  his 
last  _vear>  on  the  homestead  which  he  had  inherited 
from  his  father.  He  married  and  became  the  father 
of  sis  children,  namely:  .lacob.  Benjamin,  Susan, 
Mariah.  Nancy  and  Betsey. 

The  Brubaker  family  were  members  of  the  Men- 
nonitc  Church,  wiiich  derived  its  name  from  Symons 
Menno.  who  was  born  in  1490,  in  Friesland,  a 
Province  of  the  Netherlands  on  the  northea.st  side 
of  the  Zuyder  Zee.  Menno  was  a  Roman  Catholic  j 
priest,  a  man  of  studious  haliit^  .-uid  great  learning. 
He  left  the  Mother  Churcli  and  d.votcil  himself  to  ' 
the  study  of  theology.  lie  was  :ilso  distinguished 
for  his  writings,  and  published  a  hook  in  l.'io'J  which 
attracted  ranch  attention.  The  followers  of  his 
tcai-hings  are  sometimes  c.-dled  the  l;itter  >chool  of 
An.Mbaptists. 

Upon  the  invitation  of  \\illiani  I'enn  in  lOy;!. 
many  Kiiglishmen  cro>sed  the  Atlantic  ami  founded 
a  settlement  at  Germantown,  near  l'hil;idelpliia.  In 
I73.'>  there  were  about  .">()()  families  of  Alennonites 
in  Lanc.-fter  County  :donc.  .\ltogethei-  they  now 
number  about  200.lt0(l,  of  whom  17.'.. (toil  mic  in  the 
Tnited  Stati->  anri  Canada.  They  h:ivi'  Unci'  edu- 
cational iiistitiition-i  in  this  coniilry,  one  in  IIol- 
slead.  Kan.,  one  in  Wadsworlli,  Ohio.  :ind  one  in 
KIkliart.  Iml..  where  they  have  also  :i  |Hilili-hing 
liouM-.  They  abo  have  a  missionary  In  llie  InilLtn 
Nation.  No  belter  citizens  jire  to  ln'  (niuid  in  .inx 
ci^mmunity  liian  the  devoted  adherenls  of  this 
religion.      For  tidelil\   to  prornises  :ind   olili^'ations. 


coupled  with  continuous  industry  and  strict  honesty, 
these  quiet  and  unobtrusive  characters  are  valued 
alike  for  their  worth  as  citizens  and  business  men. 
Abraham  Brubaker,  the  elder,  possessed  in  a  marked 
degree  the  simple  manners  and  high  moral  princi- 
ples peculiar  to  the  sect,  and  rounded  up  a  long  and 
useful  life  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years. 

.lacob  Brubaker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  w.as 
born  on  the  homestead  of  his  father,  in  Lancaster 
County,  P.a.,  in  1800.  Here  he  spent  his  entire  life, 
:ind  the  property  still  remains  in  the  hands  of  the 
family.  He  m.arried  Miss  Lydia,  daughter  of  Ben- 
janun  Whitmore,  of  Lancaster  Count}',  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Fabin, 
David,  Jacob,  Aima,  Margaret  and  Abraham.  In 
LS33,  Jacob  Brub.aker  purchased  a  farm  in  Hunting- 
don County,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  until  removing  to 
the  West,  hi  1848.  He  first  took  up  his  abode  in 
Ogle  County,  this  State,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing, and  distinguished  himself  as  an  industrious  and 
hard-working  man  of  the  highest  moral  character 
and  the  most  devout  Christian  principles.  He  lived , 
like  his  father  before  him,  to  the  advanced  age  of 
eight3'-six  years,  passing  away  in  the  winter  of 
I88G. 

Oiu'  subject  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  Jan.  'i."!,  1828.  He  was  a 
bright  and  ambitious  boy  and  made  the  most  of  his 
advanttiges  at  the  common  schools.  He  was  fond 
of  his  books,  which  he  by  no  means  laid  aside  on  the 
completion  of  his  school  diiys,  but  by  a  continuous 
cour.se  of  reading  and  study  in  after  life,  kept  him- 
self well  posted  upon  current  events  and  was  more 
than  ordinarily  well  informed.  He  lived  with  hi.- 
parents  after  their  removal  to  Huntingdon  County, 
and  came  with  them  to  Ogle  County,  III.,  in  1848, 
becoming  familiar  with  farm  employments  and  re- 
maining inidei'  the  [larentid  roof  until  his  marri.age. 
He  chose  for  his  liride  Miss  Lydia,  daughter  of 
.lolm  (ioodnuni,  of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  and 
lliey  wiTe  married  in  that  county  Sept.;),  I8r)l. 
4'lie  Iwii  ehililieii  lioi'n  of  this  union  are  Frank  and 
.leanetle,  roidents  of  Dwight,  III.  After  his  raar- 
ri:ige.  Mr.  liiuliaker  c;nrie<l  on  farming  in  Ogle 
Co'inty  nntil  I  Ml.'i,  when  conung  to  Dwight,  he 
assumed  his  present  position,  which  he  has  held  for 
:i  porioil  of  twenly-lwo  yeais.      He  is  Republican  in 
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polities,  anrl  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  His  son  Franl?  is  an  Express 
Messenger  of  the  Cliicago  &  Alton  Railroad.  Our 
subject,  socially,  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has 
held  various  town  offices.  His  career  has  been  such 
as  to  reflect  honor  upon  his  ancestry,  which  he 
traces  back  in  a  direct  line  to  a  source  fully  as  dis- 
tinguished as  that  of  the  French  Huguenots. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Brubaker  continued  the  affectionaLc 
and  faithful  companion  of  her  husband  for  a  period 
of  thirty-five  years,  and  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Dwigbt,  in  November,  1886.  She  is  re- 
membered as  a  lady  possessing  all  the  Christian 
virtues,  and  was  in  all  respects  the  suitable  com- 
panion of  hei'  husband.  Her  death  was  mouincd 
by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  who 
had  learned  to  respect  her  for  those  qualities  which 
constituted  her  a  model  wife  and  mother,  a  kind 
neighbor  and  a  faithful  friend. 


'^  AMES  H.  BEEKS,  of  Pike  Township,  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  this  county,  owns  and 
occupies  a  quarter  of  section  17,  upon  which 
he  has  made  all  the  improvements  which  the 
traveler  now  observes  with  an  admiring  eye,  and 
where  is  presented  one  of  the  handsomest  home- 
steads in  this  part  of  the  count}'.  The  residence  is 
especially  fine,  and  the  main  barn,  with  the  other 
out-buildings,  is  fully  in  keeping  with  the  means 
and  enterprise  of  the  proprietor.  Among  the  prin- 
cipal features  of  attraction  in  connection  with  his 
home,  is  a  beautiful  grove  surrounding  the  dvvell- 
ing,  and  a  fine  orchard  in  the  rear.  The  grounds 
are  neatlj'  laid  out,  and  well  kept,  and  the  live 
stock  and  farm  machinery  are  of  the  best  descrip- 
tion. 

Mr.  Beeks  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Pike 
Township,  coming  here  when  his  neighbors  were 
few  and  far  between,  and  operating  first  ujwn  the 
uncultivated  soil.  Like  man}'  of  the  pioneers  of 
Livingston  County,  he  passed  his  boyhood  days  in 
Pennsylvania,  having  been  born  at  \\'est  Alexan- 
der, Washington  County,  Sept.  18,  1828.  He  is 
the  son  of  Jacoli  and  Margaret  (Henry)  Beeks,  na- 


tives of  Maryland  and  Ireland  respectively.  The 
father  died  in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  the 
mother  in  Marshall  County.  111.  The  winters  of 
his  boyhood  were  spent  mostly  in  school,  while  liis 
summers  were  occupied  with  the  labors  of  tlie  farm. 
He  remained  a  member  of  his  father's  household 
until  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  was  then  united 
in  mairiage  with  one  of  his  childhood  associates. 
Miss  Elizabetii  Crow,  the  wedding  taking  place  at 
the  home  of  the  bride  in  West  Alexander,  March 
18,  1852.  Mrs.  B.  is  a  native  of  the  same  town  as 
her  husband.,  and  was  born  in  1825.  Her  parents 
were  Philip  and  Maria  (McKennon)  Crow,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  .State.  Her 
father  in  185;i,  emigrated  westward  to  Marshall 
County,  III.,  where  he  purchased  eighty  .'icres  of 
wild  land,  and  farmed  until  18.')'.i.  The  household 
circle  was  then  broken  in  upon  by  the  dread  de- 
stroyer, and  the  mother  taken  awaj'.  Mr.  Beeks 
subsequent!}'  sold  out  and  removed  to  a  point  near 
the  city  of  Bloomington,  taking  up  a  small  tract  of 
land  and  carrying  on  agriculture,  in  a  moderate 
way,  for  two  years  following.  He  was  a  second 
time  married,  Feb.  IG,  18(J5,  to  IMiss  Jane,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Jane  (McCarroll)  Hastings.  Soon 
afterward  he  removed  to  his  present  home. 

Of  the  first  marriage  of  our  subject  there  were 
born  five  children :  The  eldest  daughter,  Maria  J'., 
is  the  wife  of  George  Womeldorff,  a  farmer  of  Pike 
Township,  located  near  the  Beeks  homestead;  Fra- 
zell,  the  eldest  son.  married  Miss  Ella  Kirkpatriek, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Cowley  County,  Kan.; 
Maggie  E.  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Fi-anklin 
married  Miss  Delia  Kirkpatriek,  and  is  also  living 
in  Cowley  County,  Kan.;  Fannie,  the  twin  sister  of 
Franklin,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Witherow.  of  M.ar- 
shall  County,  Kau.  Of  the  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Beeks  there  has  been  born  one  child,  a  son,  Henry 
('.,  now  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Beeks  has  been  the  incumbent  of  the  various 
township  offices,  and  has  officiated  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  He  was  Town- 
ship Treasurer  nine  years.  Supervisor  four  years. 
Assessor  one  term,  and  for  several  years  has  l)een 
School  Director.  He  voted  for  Fremont  in  185(), 
.-lud  has  since  been  a  firm  supporter  of  Hepublican 
principles.  Both  he  and  his  wife  arc  i)roniineiitly 
-^^ 
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coniKfted  with  the  Presbjteriau  Church,  and  are 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  their  eoin- 
nninity  as  rei>re#eiitativo#  of  its  most  solid  and  siili- 
>tantial  element. 


CIlAKLl->  M.  BAKKR.  the  leading  furnitine 
dealer  of  Dwight.  isof  (Jerman  aneestry,  and 
the  gi-andsoii  of  Nathan  Baker,  Esq.,  ii  na- 
tive and  afterward  a  prominent  and  highly  re- 
s(H'eted  resident  of  Lancaster  ( Ounty.  Pa.  Natluin 
finally  removed  to  Bedford  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged extensivelj"  as  a  farmer  and  miller,  and 
where  he  spent  his  last  years.  The  Baker  t;iniily 
were  widely  and  favoralily  known  tluoiiglKmt 
Southern  Pennsylvania. 

Isaac  H.  Baker,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  at  the  homestead  of  his  father  in  Bedford 
County.  Pa.,  Oct.  IG,  182.5.  He  was  not  particu- 
larly inclined  either  to  farming  or  milling,  but  pos- 
.■^ssing  much  natural  genius  as  a  mechanic,  he  took 
up  the  cari>enter  trade,  and  after  his  nmrriage,  in 
18.">0,  migrated  to  Jefferson  County,  Ind.,  where  ho 
was  cuiphiyed  upon  woodwork  for  a  railroad  com- 
|KUiy.  Five  years  later  he  came  to  Dwight,  and 
not  long  after  entered  the  emploj-  of  the  C.  &  A.  R. 
R.  Co.,  whence  he  proceeded  .South  and  spent  some 
time  in  the  .St:ite  of  Louisiana.  During  the  war  he 
became  posse>.sor  of  the  McPherson  Hotel,  which 
he  oiMjrated  until  18i!4,  when  he  sold  out  and  em- 
barked in  the  furniture  business,  which  he  i)rose- 
cutcd  until  iH.sj,  when  he  withdrew,  and  is  now- 
living  in  retirement  in  a  eomforltdile  liouie  within 
the  town  limits  of  iJwight. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss 
Isabella  H.  Spear,  and  was  b(jrn  in  Penn.^ylvania  in 
1827.  Her  parent-,  Robert  .-uid  Agne>  (Cowan) 
.S|H'ar,  were  native^  of  llurilingdon  County,  Pa., 
and  of  .Scotch-Irish  descent.  Of  thi-  union  llicre 
were  born  .«i,\  children,  viz.:  Chaiii>  .M..  .X^^ue.-, 
fleorge,  Klla.  .Mag^di-  ami  .b.lin.  Ol'  llu-c  thiec 
are  living  aii'l  re-idents  of  Uiviglii.  The  p.irents 
are  both  member.-  of  tlu'  .Metliodi>t  (  hin(  li,  and 
•Mr.  Baker,  politically,  formerly  iM-iongcl  |(,  the 
Deirioeratic  p.'irly,  but  now  '/wf^  Iii~  enliii'  <U|ipoil 
t..   the    Prohibilioni.-ls.      lie    ollicialed    a-     \  illage 


Trustee  six  years,  and  has  been  in  all  respects  a 
valued  member  of  the  community.  He  has  been 
greatly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  temperance 
movement,  and  whenever  opportunity  occurs  has 
east  the  weight  of  his  intluence  toward  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  liquor  traffic.  Although  a  hard  worker 
n-.any  years  of  his  life,  his  ci>rrect  and  temperate 
habits  have  been  the  means  of  preserving  his  health 
to  a  remarkable  degree,  and  he  bids  fail-  to  live  to 
a  good  old  age.  being  even  now  stronger  and  more 
active  in  -onie  respects  than  his  sons. 

The  suliject  of  this  biography  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
-ou  County.  Ind.,  March  23,  18+'.i,  and  coming 
with  his  father  to  Dwight  in  the  s|)ring  of  ]«.Jij, 
when  a  lad  six  j'ears  of  age,  he  soon  afterward  l)e- 
gan  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  Later 
he  assisted  his  father  at  carpentering,  and  in  1801 
engaged  as  a  clerk,  which  occupation  he  followed 
until  assuming  the  management  of  the  old  Union 
House,  a  hotel  which  was  owned  b_v  his  father,  who 
was  occupied  in  other  business,  which  prevented 
him  giving  his  attention  to  this.  This  property 
was  sold  out  in  188G,  and  Charles  M.  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  furniture  business,  which  was  then 
the  nucleus  of  the  present  large  and  lucrative  trade. 

The  marriage  of  Charles  M.  B.aker  and  Miss  Liz- 
zie S.  Weagley  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride  on  the  24th  of  December,  1873.  Mrs.  B.  is 
the  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Eleamjr  (Hilliard) 
Weagley,  of  Griggsville,  Pike  County,  and  of  her 
union  with  our  subject  there  have  been  born  three 
children — Cora  M.,  Ro.y  M.  and  Ella  V.,  all  living 
and  comprising  a  brigtit  and  interesting  little  fam- 
ily. The  stock  and  building  of  Mr.  Baker  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1880,  and  he  was  obliged  to  be- 
gin the  world  over  again,  having  no  insurance. 
This,  however,  was  not  so  difHcult,  as  hi'  had  un- 
limited ciedit.  and  had  been  doing  business  annjug 
fiiciul-  who  had  known  him  for  years.  He  was 
soon  upon  his  feet  p.gain,  and  in  the  fall  <if  1887 
found  time  to  interest  himself  in  the  (n-ohibitiou 
luovement,  and  in  coiniection  with  Frederick  B. 
lbn-giea\'cs,  of  Dwight,  organiz<'d  Ihe  (irst  society 
in  Li\ing>lon  County  which  moved  effectively 
upon  the  evil  of  inlcmpcrauce.  Air.  Baker  was 
sclci-led  Id  represent  the  county  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature, and  nolwithstaniling  llie  elements  at  work  in 
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opposition  to  llie  success  of  the  cause,  lie  received 
2,195  votes,  which  was  consirlered  as  remarkable, 
and  expressed  not  only  the  sentiment  of  the  eom- 
mnnity  in  regard  to  the  liquor  traffic,  l)ut  also  ifs 
sentiments  in  regard  to  one  of  its  host  citizens. 

During  the  late  campaign,  Mr.  Baker  published 
a  temperance  paper  entitled  Facts^  the  management 
of  which  he  still  continues,  and  which  is  issued  reg- 
ularly, receiving  the  encouragement  and  jintronage 
of  the  friends  of  the  cause  in  the  most  tiattering 
manner.  He  is  also  joint  proprietor  of  the  "  Re- 
ligious Newspaper  Company,"  which  was  incorpor- 
ated under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
furnishes  its  literature  principallj'  to  clergymen  for 
distribution.  This  has  proved  a  most  successful 
eiiter[nise,  and  a  genuine  power  for  good.  So- 
cially, Mr.  Baker  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  city  of 
Dwight.  He  and  his  excellent  lady  are  connected 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  by  their 
well-conducted  lives  have  won  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  people  around  them.  Mr.  Baker 
prosecutes  with  earnestness  whatever  he  undertakes, 
anil  the  enterprises  which  receive  his  endorsement 
are  usually  successful. 

R.  JOSKPH  PAYNE,  who  is  a  dentist  of 
Dwight,  is  a  native  of  Gallia  County,  Ohio, 
and  a  descendant  of  excellent  English  and 
Scotch  ancestry.  His  father,  George  Payne, 
was  born  at  Newport-Pagnell,  in  England,  fifty 
miles  from  London,  in  1778,  where  he  received  few 
advantages  in  his  childhood  and  began  early  in 
life  to  "paddle  his  own  canoe."  Mr.  Payne  pos- 
sessed, however,  the  qualities  of  resolution  and 
persistence,  and  soon  after  beginning  to  receive 
wages  saved  gradually  and  made  wise  investments, 
so  that  he  finall}'  accumulated  a  handsome  property. 
He  dealt  largely  in  real  estate  and  was  chiefly  in- 
strumental in  the  building  up  of  Tavistock  Square, 
London,  where  he  finally  resided,  and  attained  to 
the  dignity  of  his  carriage  and  four  at  a  time  when 
only  very  wealthy  people  could  afford  such  luxury. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  who,  as  a  maiden,  was 
Miss  Isabella  Smith,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotlanil,  was  the 
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sister  of  John  and  James  Smith,  two  Scotch  mission- 
aries to  New  South  Wales,  where  tiiey  greatly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  foi-  tlu'ir  labur^  and  piety, 
ricorge  Payne  and  hisyoiing  wife  immediately  after 
marriage  took  up  their  residence  at  No.  1 0  Tavistock 
S(piai'e,  where  they  first  dined  after  the  ceremony, 
and  where  their  first  child  was  subsequently  born. 
There  were  afterward  added  nine  more  children  to 
the  household. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  :iftcr  his  marriage,  con- 
tinued his  business  in  Lcmdoii  for  some  time,  and 
finally  became  security  for  his  brother  James,  who 
was  largely  interested  in  navigation  and  was  an  ex- 
tensive importer  of  rare  foreign  woods.  He  became 
embarrassed  by  the  loss  of  a  fleet  of  vessels  and  a|>- 
pealed  to  his  brother  George  to  assist  him  out  of 
his  difficulties.  The  latter  signed  paper  to  a  large 
amount,  which  could  not  be  met  at  maturity,  and 
the  property  of  both  brothers  was  swept  away. 
Seeing  that  ruin  was  inevitable,  Mr.  Payne,  before 
the  notes  came  due,  went  to  the  creditors  and  offered 
them  certain  projierty  which  he  owned  for  their 
claims.  They  readily  accepted  this  overture,  ad- 
miring the  spirit  which  jirompted  it,  and  leftticorge 
Payne  in  possession  of  uiily  the  mansion  at  No.  1(1 
Tavistock  Square. 

George  Payne,  after  this  disaster,  determined  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  with  his  family  and  seek  to  re- 
trieve in  the  New  World  a  part,  at  least,  of  the  fort- 
une which  he  had  left  in  the  old.  He  came  to 
America  in  ISlC.  and  made  his  way  to  Gallia 
County,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  purchased  a  farm 
on  the  Ohio  River.  This  he  sold,  and  purchased 
1,G00  acres  of  the  finest  farming  land  in  Gallia 
County,  where  he  |)ut  up  a  beautiful  residence  and 
remained  there  until  ten  years  before  his  death. 
After  selling  this  property  he  took  up  his  abode  at 
Porter,  that  county,  where  he  lived  retired  from 
active  labor  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in 
18o(i.  He  had  never  parted  with  his  property  in 
Tavistock  Square,  as  he  always  lived  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  return.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
and  is  being  controlled  by  a  lady  by  the  iKune  of 
Payne,  a  relative  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Payne,  soon  after  coming  to  Aineric-a,  came 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  on  a  [irospci'ting  tonr, 
and    had  the   misfortune  to    meet   with   an  accident 
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whu-h  outailed  a  broken  limb,  ami  liy  iiason 
of  which  ho  "a;:  [)reventpil  fixmi  [t'tuniing  to 
London  at  tlio  time  \w  antifiiialeil,  for  it  ii'ijuired 
three  nioiitli;;  to  niaketiie  trip,  lie  pufsos-sed  an  ex- 
eellent  bnsinesscapaeity.and  wliiloa  resident  of  (ial- 
lia  he  served  as  Justice  of  ilir  IVare  for  many  years. 
Politically  he  was  a  \\  hii;.  lie  wa>  a  nieinlur  of 
the  Presbyterian  C'hunii.  I  pon  a>.-uinina  lii? 
duties  a>  Justice  of  the  IVaee  llie  law  of  imiiri.-oii- 
Hienl  for  debt  was  still  in  force,  and  when  one  of 
the  primitive  merchants  wonhl  apply  to  the  -hist ire 
for  an  execution  for  the  1io<ly  of  his  debtor,  Mv. 
Payne  would  tell  liiiu  •■if  the  man  could  not  pay  him 
when  out  of  jail,  he  wa>  very  sure  he  could  not  do 
>o  when  in."  .lustice  Payne  in  lhe>e  cases  would 
make  no  costs,  and  i^ven  in  extreme  cases  would 
advise  a  peaceable  settlement  of  the  claims.  ( )f 
the  ten  children  of  the  household  the  reconl  is  as 
follows :  Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter,  was  married 
to  .laraes  Donnelly,  of  Gallia  County.  Ohio,  and  is 
now  deceased:  George  J.  married  Miss  Susan  Kerr, 
and  w.as  engaged  in  the  mercantile  birsiness  foi 
flirty  yeai-s,  now  deceased;  William  married  Miss 
Hannah  Fisk.  of  Cinciiuiati,  and  is  now  deceased : 
■lames  H.  married  Miss  Kannie  Newton,  of  Ohio: 
Charles  took  for  his  wife  Miss  Mary  Dixon,  of  New 
Orleans:  Isabella  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Hiram 
K.  Ilowe,  of  Gallia  County  :  Jane  married  Noival 
D.  Rose,  of  the  same  county;  Joseph,  our  subject, 
was  the  ninth  child:  'Ihoinas,  the  youngest,  met 
with  an  accidental  death  in  infancy;  Richard,  tiie 
third  brother,  married  .Miss  Mary  A.  Preston. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  born  at  his 
father's  old  homestead  in  Gallia  County,  Ohio,  .July 
\.->,  1820,  and  ac(iiMre<l  a  limited  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  tho-e  times,  the  IJrst  schools 
being  in  log  cabins,  with  no  llooi-  Imt  the  earth,  and 
grea.sed  paper  for  windows,  and  three  miles  to  walk, 
and  the  ivoo'l-  full  of  hears  .■mil  panl.hcis.  ICarly 
in  life  he  became  a  clcik  in  his  Inolhci-'s  store  at 
Porter,  where  he  rcmaini'il  for  .■!  pciiod  of  sc'vcral 
vears.  Dinging  this  time,  however,  he  determined 
to  become  master  of  one  of  the  (jrofessions,  although 
he  had  nearl}'  reached  his  twenty-lift h  ye;ii-  bcfoic 
cireunistance.s  were  so  shajieil  that  he  could  iiciiin 
lii»  cherished  project.  Once  started  he  made  go(jd 
headway,  ami  in  the  year  frjllowing  ( 1  Si4(j^  a.ssuined 


the  responsdiilities  of  a  family  by  his  marriage  with 
.Miss  Maiy  .M.  Sissons,  daughter  of  Stei)hen  Sissons, 
of(i;illia  County,  Ohio,  and  a  playmate  of  his  in 
chihlhood.  Di-.  Pa3^ne  commenced  [jractiee  at  Gal- 
lil)olis,  .•mil  there  the  young  people  remained  until 
going  to  St.  Louis,  in  18.J3,  where  they  lived  for 
fifteen  years.  In  the  meantime  the  household  had 
been  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  namel}' : 
Ellen  R.,  Jo.seph  W.,  Mary  M.  and  Jennie.  Of  these 
three  are  living,  two  residents  of  Dwight,  and  one 
of  Chicago. 

In  isy.')  Dr.  Payne  had  occasion  to  pass  through 
this  county,  and  was  greatlj' pleased  with  the  coun- 
try. The  wide  expanse  of  beautiful  and  fertile 
prairie  attracted  his  attention,  and  he  purchased  400 
acres  on  sections  8  and  9,  Dwight  Township,  a  por- 
tion of  which  still  remains  in  his  possession.  His 
dental  instruments,  which  are  probablj' not  excelled 
in  quality  and  linishby  any  in  the  world,  were  manu- 
factured expressly  for  him,  and  made  of  the  finest 
steel  with  handles  of  pearl,  beautifully'  inlaid  with 
precious  stones.  Some  of  the  instruments  are  tif 
silver.  His  work  is  in  keeping  with  the  quality  of 
his  instruments. 

Dr.  Payne  assisted  in  the  orgaiuzation  of  the 
St.  Louis  Dental  College,  and  was  one  of  its 
charter  mendiers.  He  was  unanimously  elected  its 
ttrst  President,  and  became  the  author  of  many  ex- 
cellent articles  in  the  leading  dental  journals  of  that 
time.  From  1SG7  to  180.8  he  was  editor  of  the  St. 
Louis  Di'iital  Jininial.  and  introduced  various  new 
theoi^ies  which  jirovcd  valuable  to  the  profession. 
He  had  become  convinced  that  amalgam  fillings 
were  poisonous,  and  fully  demtmstrated  the  fact  by 
subsequent  investig.ations.  He  is  credited  with 
having  saved  the  lives  of  several  people  who  were 
being  slowly  [loisoiied  liy  mercury.  These  facts 
are  certified  to  by  Dr.  William  Todd  Helmeth,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  also  by  Dr.  E.  C.  Franklin,  both  cele- 
brated medical  authors. 

Dr.  I'ayiK',  in  I  Sit!'.),  removed  witii  his  fanuly  to 
Dwight.  Although  now  in  the  sixtj'-eighth  year  of 
his  age,  he  is  still  vigorous  and  active,  possessing  a 
steady  hand  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  and  a 
minil  nol  in  the  least  impaired  by  the  tiight  of  years. 
He  has  always  taken  a  lively  interest  in  those  mat- 
ters which  affect  the  general  welfare  of  the  commu 
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uitj',  and  is  warmly  interested  in  the  success  of  llio 
Proliibitiun  movement. 

In  an  earl}-  day  a  wealthy  land  s[>cciilatiir  pro- 
posed to  the  Doctor  to  buy  a  townshi|)  of  laml 
from  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  in  which 
he  should  be  given  a  one-fourth  interest  and  its 
entire  management.  Dr.  P.  was  to  exercise  liis  own 
judgment  as  to  the  price,  and  the  gentleman  men- 
tioned was  to  furnish  tlie  purchase  money  and  [r.\\ 
the  expenses  of  the  negotiator.  This  party  liad  tried 
to  malce  this  purchase,  but  the  company  liad  refused 
to  sell  except  upon  actual  settlement.  Dr.  Payne 
secured  the  land  for  $8.60  per  acre,  the  Avhole 
amounting  to  nearly  §100,000.  The  plan  was  to 
lay  off  a  town  on  the  line  of  a  projected  railroad, 
nine  miles  east  of  the  Illinois  Central,  and  sell  the 
land  in  alternate  80-acre  tracts.  In  pursuance  of 
this  object  he  engaged  100  families  in  the  p]ast  to 
buy  the  land  and  settle  on  it.  The  great  panic  of 
18.j7  broke  upon  the  countrj'  and  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral made  an  assignment.  The  people  who  were  to 
purchase  anticipated  difficulty  in  securing  a  clear 
title,  and  thus  the  whole  project  fell  through.  Dr. 
Payne  had  formed  extensive  plans  in  connection 
with  this  project,  one  of  which  was  a  i)lank  road  to 
be  constructed  from  the  new  town  to  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad,  and  he  obligated  the  raihx)ad 
companj'  to  put  in  a  switch  and  a  station  at  the 
point  of  commencement  of  the  plank  road.  That 
station  ultimately  became  the  nucleus  ai'onnd  which 
the  present  city  of  Paxton  was  built. 

Dr.  Payne,  however,  immediately  turned  liis  at- 
tention to  another  enterprise,  and  soon  organized  a 
Swamp  Land  Compan}'  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  to 
contest  tlie  claims  of  those  .States  te  the  .so-called 
S'>vam()  lands,  and  made  application  to  the  General 
Land  Office  at  Washington,  embracing  over  200,- 
000  acres  of  land  as  fertile  as  the  Valley  of  the 
Nile,  under  a  promise  from  the  Government  tliat 
he  should  be  permitted  to  enter  these  lands  at  $1.2.5 
per  acre.  Dr.  P.  had  them  surveyed  in  40-acre 
tracts,  and  the  character  of  each  tract  accurately 
described,  this  being  the  requirement  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  was  sent  to  Washington  to  lun'ry  up 
the  papers,  and  spent  a  week  in  the  General  Land 
«  Office  with  Thomas  A.  Hendricks.  During  tliis 
T  time  twenty  clerks  were    employed    to    make    out 
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tlie  i)ai)ers.  Df.  I'ayiic,  iciwing  m  Mcmlier  of  Con- 
gress to  look  ;iflci'  liis  interests  and  to  see  tliat  no 
liill  was  p.-is^cd  .•i(l\iM>r  to  his  rights,  returned  West 
to  enter  tlie  land,  liut  the  gentleman  he  had  left 
in  charge  to  defeat  any  fraudulent  bill  that  might 
lie  presented  was  the  \'cry  man  who  betrayed  the 
trust,  and  himself  introducccl  .-i  bill  which  Congress 
passed,  an<l  which  w:is  the  uic.-nis  of  cheating  Dr. 
Payne  out  of  c\eiy  Mere,  lie  Ii:h1  fully  comjilied 
with  his  part  of  the  contract,  and  was  thus  robbed 
by  the  United  States  (iovei'iiment.  He  paid  Hev- 
erdy  Johnston  $700  for  his  written  opinion  in  the 
tase,  and  who  advised  liini  to  liring  suit  against  the 
Government  for  the  value  of  the  land.  It  is  possil)le 
that  he  ma}'  yet  recover  it,  and  if  he  does  it  will 
undoubtedly  m.ake  him  the  richest  man  in  the 
world,  as  most  of  it  to-day  is  worth  fr(.iiM  ■■s.'MI  to 
$7.0  per  acre. 

The  following  facts,  aside  from  l.ieing  closely  con- 
nected with  the  life  history  of  Dr.  Payne,  caimot  fail 
to  be  of  interest.  In  the  summer  of  18.')6,  the  Hon. 
Jesse  W.  Fell,  of  Bloomington,  during  a  short  staj- 
at  Cairo,  111.,  wrote  to  Dr.  Payne,  then  stopping  at 
the  hotel  in  Bloomington,  and  advised  him  to 
purchase  the  farm  north  of  Bloomington,  whicli 
was  known  as  the  Arny  farm,  from  having  been 
once  occupied  by  the  noted  W.  F.  M.  Arny,  <if  Kan- 
sas fame,  and  in  his  letter  suggested  that  the  State 
Board  of  Education  might  be  induced  to  locate  the 
Normal  University  there.  He  proposed  that  Dr. 
Payne  should  meet  him  at  Momid  City,  a  small 
town  near  Cairo.  Dr.  Payne  procured  a  team, 
drove  to  the  farm  in  question,  made  a  careful  in- 
si)ection  of  its  location  and  natural  resources,  and 
was  impressed  with  the  feasibility  of  Jlr.  Fell's  i)ro- 
ject.  The  Doctor  a  few  hours  afterward  was  on 
board  the  cars  bound  for  Egypt.  Meeting  Mr. 
Fell  at  Mound  City,  the  two  took  a  stroll  up  the 
railroad  several  miles  and  seated  tliemselves  on  a 
log  under  the  cool  shade  of  a  big  oak  tree,  and  there 
matured  the  plan  which  resulted  in  the  location  of 
the  Normal  University  and  later  the  beautiful  city 
of  Normal. 

Dr.  Payne  repaired  to  the  station,  and  telegraph- 
ing to  Bloomington,   p\irehased    the  farm    for  the 
sum  of  nearly  $20,000,  and  donated  eighty  acres  of 
it  to  the  State,  upon  condition   that  the    Normal 
■ «^ 
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ruivci-sity  lie  |i>c:itiil  iiiinii  it.  A>  >ti"ii  a-  ii  wns 
known  tlint  tlic  Ariiv  I'anii  liml  luvii  iniirli.istMl 
with  a  view  to  soi-urini;'  tlie  l(ic;Uioii  of  llio  NoiiumI 
I'nivei-sity.  ovorv  faiiiu'r  witliiu  ;i  tow  milc>  of 
Bloi'Uiinjrton  imagined  he  had  the  most  eligible  site 
for  the  enterprise,  and  real  estate  went  np  to  fnlui- 
lous  priees.  Tlie  exeitement  si)i)n  ruse  to  lexer 
heat,  and  spread  to  the  neighboring  towns  until  the 
whole  State  was  inwilved  :  even  Eastern  spctuhitors 
from  New  York  City  hnrried  West  to  w:iteh  the 
movement  witli  a  view  to  investment.  Peoria, 
however,  soon  beeame  tlie  formid:ible  rival  of 
BiiKimiiigton.  The  Board  of  Kdneation  reqnired 
tlie  university  to  be  loeated  where  the  best  iiidnee- 
nients  in  money,  and  a  liealthy  and  central  location 
could  be  found.  Both  cities  posses-sed  these  req- 
uisites. Kach  sought  to  show  its  superiority  over 
the  other,  and  while  Peoria  endeavored  to  prove 
th.nt  the  land  at  Bloomington  was  too  low,  the  other 
jjarty  argued  that  the  liluflfs  of  Peoria  were  too  high, 
and  they  did  not  fail  to  point  out  the  great  disad- 
vantjige  of  a  l"ng  row  of  distilleries  at  the  foot  of 
the  blulTs.  which  made  the  locality  a  dangerons  place 
for  j'oung  men  to  attend  school. 

The  amount  of  the  subscriptions  in  land  and 
money  w.-is  ki-pt  .strictly  secret,  and  was  to  be  put  in 
sealed  envelopes,  so  that  neither  party  should  know 
what  the  other  had  raised  until  the  bids  were  opened 
by  the  board.  Finally  the  work  of  raising  sub- 
s<-riptioMs  was  completed,  and  the  bids  were  sealed. 
Next  evening  as  Dr.  Payne  w,as  going  into  the  hotel, 
he  met  a  gentleman  from  Peoria  coming  out.  and 
judged  from  his  peculiar  facial  expression  that 
something  had  happened.  Dr.  Payne  knew  the 
proprietor  of  the  hotel  could  not  keep  a  secret,  and 
concluded  the  I'eoria  man  had  been  ■■pnniping"" 
him.  The  J'eoriau  was  none  otlni-  llian  Prof.  C  K. 
Ilovey.  who  afterward  became  Prcsidcnl  of  the 
Normal  I'niversity,  .'uid  later  was  wiilclv  known  as 
Col.  Hovey  of  the  .School  Teachers'  Uciziinint.  .ind 
won  laurels  during  the  war  that  made  liini  .1  ( icnc  r.il. 
I.)r.  Payne  inquired  of  the  landlord  if  he  |i:hI  told 
Pl-of.  Ilovey  the  amount  of  their  siili-dipt  ions,  and 
he  replied  that  he  had.  ••'I'li.il  is  just  wli.il  I 
thought,"  said  the  Doctor,  ■imil  \\i-  li;is  gone  to  Ihe 
telegraph  olllee  :uid  sent  tlii'  news  lo  Peoji.i,  ;ind 
'   they  will  o|M-n  their  bid-  and  .idd  iiiipni,'li    nioic    to 


be.-it  us.  .-i ml  yon  have  iiiiiied  our  case.''  Dr.  P. 
hastening  :iway  to  the  telcgrniili  otiice,  learned  sure 
cnongli  that  Prof.  llo\cy  had  been  there  and  sent  a 
dispatch  to  Peoria.  Something  must  be  done 
quickly,  .-nid  h.-istening  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Fell, 
Dr.  Payne  made  known  the  situation.  After  a 
hasty  consultation  with  Judge  David  Davis  and  (ien. 
Asahel  (iridley,  of  the  McLean  Count}'  Bank,  it  was 
arranged  to  get  the  Judges  of  the  County  Court  to- 
gether with  the  hope  of  inducing  them  to  make  an 
appropviali(ni  to  lielp  out  of  the  scrape.  McLean 
County  owiumI  a  large  amount  of  the  so-called 
swam|i  land,  and  the  plan  agreed  upon,  was  to  try 
and  induce  the  court  to  appropriate  10,000  acres  of 
this  l;niil.  Judge  Davis  agi'eed  to  take  it  at  $i>  an 
acre  and  pay  the  cash,  thus  adding  >i;r)0,000  to  the 
subscriptions  in  the  envelope. 

One  of  the  Judges,  howevei'.  lived  more  than 
twenty  miles  away,  and  it  was  now  after  nightfall, 
and  the  next  d.ay  the  bids  were  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  committee;  $50,000,  however,  was  a 
powerful  stimulus,  and  the  Judge  was  sent  for.  He 
came  promptly,  and  somewhere  between  midnight 
and  daylight  the  appropriation  was  made,  the 
bids  were  re-opened  and  $50,000  in  ea.sh  was  added. 
The  envelope  was  then  sealed  and  the  Count}'  Court 
adjourned. 

When  the  bids  were  finally  opened  by  the  State 
Board  of  F^dncation  at  Peoria,  Bloomington  was 
nearly  $50,000  ahead  of  Peoria,  and  they  have  al- 
ways to  this  day  sui)posed  that  the  olil  hotel-keeper 
at  Bloomington  lied  to  Prof.  Hovey. 


'HOMAS  S.  CURRAN,  Es.j.,  one  of  the  earli- 
v,|  est  pioneers  of  the  southeastern  part  of  Liv- 
ingston Count}',  located  here  in  1859,  and 
has  since  been  identified  with  i's  most  important 
interests.  He  carried  on  farming  almo.st  continu- 
ously from  the  time  of  his  arrival  until  1865,  when 
he  retired  fjdni  active  labor  and  removed  to  Chats- 
worth,  where  he  o<-cupied  vai'ions  offices,  being 
('(justable  four  and  one-half  years,  and  afterward 
Police  Magistrate,  which  ollice  he  still  holds.  He 
.■ilso  occuiiics  himself  t.o  some  extent  at  his  trade  of 
a    t.'iilor.  Iieing  a   giMitlenian    who   dislikes   idleness, 
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and  is  never  so  eonteiited  as  when  his  hiuuls  niiil 
mind  are  employed  in  something  useful.  Tiiis  (|ual- 
ity  of  industry  seems  to  have  ijeen  peculiar  to  the 
pioneer  settlers,  .and  through  its  exercise  iiavc 
sprung  up  the  improvements  which  we  to-d.ay  be- 
hold in  all  the  country  around  us. 

Mr.  Curran  is  a  descendant  uf  excellent  Scotch 
and  Irish  ancestry,  and  spent  his  early  j'ears  in 
Frederick  County,  Md.,  where  his  birth  took  place 
April  9,  1822.  His  father,  William  Curran,  was  a 
native  of  the  same  State,  and  a  harness-maker  by 
trade.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  was  Lieutenant  of  a  company  of  dragoons. 
He  also  followed  teaming  prior  to  the  construction 
of  railroads,  and  which  at  that  time  was  a  very  lu- 
crative occupation.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Christopher  Smith,  of  German 
descent,  and  locating  in  Frederick  County,  Md., 
they  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
six  children  of  the  parental  family  are  recorded  as 
follows :  Elijah  is  married  and  a  resident  of  Carroll 
County,  Md.;  Marj'  became  the  wife  of  Adam 
Bowers,  and  is  now  deceased,  as  is  also  Margaret, 
Avho  remained  single,  and  died  about  1884;  Eliza- 
beth became  the  wife  of  Christian  Halleman,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  about  1881;  Sophia,  the 
wife  of  Obediah  Martin,  is  a  resident  of  B'rederick 
County  ;  Thomas  S.  was  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Curran  was  but  a  child  when  his  mother 
passed  away,  and  his  father  breaking  up  housekeep- 
ing, he  was  taken  into  the  home  of  his  maternal 
aunt,  where  he  passed  his  early  youth.  The  death 
of  this  friend  necessitated  another  change,  and  he 
went  to  live  with  his  brother-in-law,  Adam  Bowers, 
where  he  remained  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  Sub- 
sequeutl}^  he  commenced  learning  the  tailor's  trade 
in  Taneytown,  Md.,  at  which  he  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  five  J'ears,  and  after  reaching  his  raajor- 
itj%  worked  as  a  journeyman  in  his  native  State 
and  in  Richmond,  Ya.  He  finally  set  up  a  shop  of 
his  own  at  McConnellsburg,  Pa.,  whence  in  1848, 
he  migrated  to  Hiuon  County,  Ohio.  A  year  later 
he  removed  to  Ilicldand  County,  and  in  1850  to 
Hardin  County.  He  started  for  the  West  in  1807, 
and  upon  entering  the  limits  of  the  Prairie  State, 
stopped  first  in  what  is  now  Ford  County.  He  was 
in  poor  health,  and  for  a  time  made  his  home  with 


his  brother-ill-law,  \\ilH;ini  .1.  b'eid.  In  ls.",'.i  he 
Ijurchased  a  tract  of  land  in  (iermanville  Township, 
this  county,  upon  which  he  operated  six  years, 
when  he  retired  from  the  labdis  of  cduntiy  life  .Mnd 
established  himself  at  Chatswoitli. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  in  the  life  of 
our  subject  took  place  in  the  spring  of  1 848,  at 
Emmitsburg,  Md.,  namely,  his  marriage  witli  Miss 
Margaret  Reid,  a  native  C)f  that  town,  where  she 
was  born  March  If!,  1828.  This  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  died  young, 
and  one  son  was  called  hence  when  a  promising 
youth  of  eighteen  years.  The  eldest  child  now  liv- 
ing is  William  R.,  who  was  born  Dec.  3,  18.")5.  and 
is  engaged  as  attorney-at-law  in  Pekin,  111.,  where 
he  has  met  with  fine  success. 

Mr.  Curran  has  been  an  active  member  uf  tiie 
Presbyterian  Church  for  several  j'ears,  and  polili- 
cally,  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat. 

As  representative  of  the  noble  men  who  re- 
deemed Livingston  County  from  the  wilderness, 
we  are  pleased  to  give  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Curran. 

1-*-^ ^- 

UGH  ROBINSON,  who  is  in  the  full  mean- 
ing of  the  word  a  representative  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Avoca  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  whei-e  he  was 
born  on  the  14lh  of  July,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of 
James  K.  and  Ann  J.  Robinson,  both  of  vvhom  were 
natives  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey ;  the  paternal 
ancestors  were  of  Scotch  descent. 

When  about  ten  years  of  age,  Hugh  accompanied 
his  parents  when  they  came  to  Livingston  County, 
and  settled  in  the  southern  part  of  Avoca  Township. 
On  the  10th  of  January,  1853,  the  mothe)-  died, 
and  the  father  followed  her  over  the  river  in  De- 
cember, 1860.  To  them  were  born  a  large  family 
of  children,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  .lohn 
M.,  now  in  Kansas:  IMaria,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Brown,  of  Iroquois  County,  111. :  Darius  A.,  now  in 
Nebraska;  Nancy  S.,  Hugh;  Effle  G..  the  wife  of 
William  E.  Fox,  of  White  County,  Ind.;  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  Timm,  of  Joliet,  111.,  and  Irene  M. 

James  K.  Robinson,  the  father  of  the  subject   of  '  ^ 
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this  sketch,  was  the  first  Assessor  of  Avoca  Town- 
ship after  its  organization.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions he  alwa^vs  aete<l  with  the  Republican  partj', 
anil  was  for  many  years  of  his  life  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church.  He  was  a  representa- 
tive pioneer  citizen,  and  entered  cheerfulh'  and 
heartily  into  the  work  of  improving  the  section  of 
country  where  he  lived.  He  was  always  a  liberal - 
spirited  citizen,  and  gave  substantial  encouragc- 
nient  to  all  enterprises  that  would  better  his  and  his 
neighbors' condition.  He  enjoyed  the  contidenco 
and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  was  a  man  of 
>terling  integrity  in  all  his  business  relations.  He 
was  one  of  the  prime  movers,  and  largest  contrib- 
utoi-s  to  the  building  of  the  pioneer  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  the  site  of  the  former  village 
of  Avoca.  where  he  was  a  merchant  for  a  few  years. 
In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable 
citizen.-. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  reared  to  manhood  in  this 
county,  and  during  hisyoutli  obtained  more  than  an 
avenige  education.  He  has  been  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  all  his  life.  On  the  3d  of  March. 
\f<7o.  Mr.  Robinson  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Elizabeth  Hartley,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  four  children :  Minnie  M.,  who  was 
born  May  7.  1»72;  LillicG.,  Nov.  12,  1874;  Jessie 
E.,  Oct.  IJ,  1876,  and  John  A.,  Nov.  25,  1881.  Mr. 
Robinson  owns  a  fine  farm  of  goodly  dimensions, 
all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  upon  which  he  has  erected  comfortable  build- 
ings of  modern  architecture,  while  he  has  expended 
much  effort  in  making  the  surroundings  of  the  place 
.a>  cheerful  and  i-omfortable  jis  pos.-ible  for  lii^ 
faniil\ . 

Mr.  Robinson  takes  a  very  decided  interest  in 
educational  matters,  which  the  people  seem  to  have 
ai)l>recialed,  for  they  have  elected  him  School 
I>ire<-tor  for  fointeen  years,  and  Scjiool  TnisUr  of 
the  townshij)  for  two  years,  and  uiu\i-r  his  adminis- 
tration the  school  funds  of  the  iDwnsiiip  liave  been 
honestly  and  judiciou>ly  handlid.  For  right  years 
he  ha-  been  a  member  and  slockliolder  in  the  Faii-- 
bur>-  I'nion  Agricultural  Association,  wliicli  ha> 
for  it-  object  the  piomotlon  of  the  interest-  of  the 
aiiniial  fairlield  each  year  at  F.iirhiiry.  .Mr.  Kobin- 
>n    is    a    member    of    the     .Melliodi-t     Kpiscopal    I 


t  hunli,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  takes  a  lively'  in- 
terest, as  in  fact  both  he  and  his  wife  do  in  every- 
thing that  promotes  the  welfare  of  the  community 
in  which  llicy  live. 

-.„^ ..0*0.-rCj  ) vfiD-OfO' *^ 

ICHAEL  MULLIGAN  is  comforUd.ly  lo- 
'  *•'  catod  on  section  <s,  in  Broughton  Town- 
ship, wiiere  he  has  IGO  acres  of  land,  and 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  chosen  vocation  is 
meeting  with  fair  success  and  enjoying  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  neighbors.  His  property  has 
been  accumulated  by  hard  work,  as  he  commenced 
his  life  work  at  tlie  foot  of  the  ladder  without 
means  and  dependent  entirol}'  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ireland,  Jan.  1,  1835, 
and  is  the  son  of  Owen  and  Judith  (Faj-)  Mulligan, 
natives  of  the  same  country.  His  father  was  a  far- 
mer of  modest  means,  and  Michael  early  in  life  was 
trained  to  habits  of  industrj',  learning  to  rely  upon 
himself,  which  proved  an  excellent  school  and  the 
secret  of  his  future  success.  His  education  was 
quite  limited,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  find- 
ing little  to  encourage  him  upon  his  native  soil,  he 
resolved  to  seek  his  fortunes  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  Accordingij',  in  the  spring  of  1856 
he  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel  bound  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York  City,  and  after  a  vo^'age  of 
four  weeks  and  three  days  landed  in  the  great  me- 
tropolis, of  which  he  had  heard  so  much.  Staying 
in  New  York  a  short  time,  he  migrated  westward, 
and  in  18.")8  took  up  his  residence  in  LaSalle 
County,  this  State.  Eight  years  later  he  found 
himself  in  this  county,  and  in  1867  purchased  the 
land  which  comprises  his  present  homestead.  He 
has  effected  a  marked  change  in  its  appearance,  and 
is  now  numbered  among  the  thriftj'  and  well-to-do 
f.'ii'mcrs  of  Broiiglito.i  Townshij). 

.Mr.  .Mulligan,  wliile  a  resident  of  LaSalle  Count}-, 
was  married,  Oct.  3,  1860,  to  Miss  Julia  Corrigan. 
Of  this  union  then;  were  born  eleven  children, 
namely:  Catherine,  the  wife  of  James  O'Neil, 
Julia  A.,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Johnson,  both  of 
lirongliton  Township;  and  John,iMargaret,  Mary, 
Matliew,  EU/.abeth,  James,  Thomas,  Jane  and  Mon- 
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ica,  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Mulligan 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  to  which  he  still  adheres,  and  since  becom- 
ing a  naturalized  citizen  has  given  his  support  to 
the  Democratic  part}'.  He  is  School  Director,  and 
is  one  of  those  men  to  whom  their  neighbors  apply 
when  they  need  assistance  in  the  enterin-iscs  which 
are  calculated  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was_  born  in  LaSalle 
County,  this  State,  Dec.  13,  1844,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mathew  and  Bridget  (Conley)  Corrigan, 
natives  of  Ireland.  They  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  earl}'  in  life  and  cast  their  lot  with  the  pio- 
neers of  LaSalle  County,  111.  The  father  died  at 
the  homestead  Nov.  15,  1875,  while  the  mother  is 
living  and  a  resident  of  Chicago.  The  parental 
household  included  twelve  children,  those  living 
being:  Michael,  of  Kansas;  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of 
Alexander  Wallace,  of  Missouri;  Margaret  and 
James,  residents  of  Chicago,  and  Julia,  Mrs.  Mulli- 
san. 


(^^  TEPHEN  POTTER  has  been  a  resident  of 
^^^  Round  Grove  Township,  and  located  on 
|l/_^)  section  15,  for  thirty-three  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  been  a  witness  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  one  of  the  best  counties  within 
the  borders  of  Illinois.  He  has  been  an  active  par- 
ticipant, so  far  as  his  field  of  operations  is  con- 
cerned, in  this  work  of  development  and  improve- 
ment, and  at  this  day  can  look  upon  what  he  has 
accomplished  with  considerable  satisfaction.  Mr. 
Potter  was  born  on  the  1st  of  April,  1806,  and  is 
the  son  of  Theodore  and  Wealthy  (Weller)  Potter, 
both  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York,  of  English- 
German  extraction.  They  afterward  removed  to 
Ohio,  when  that  country  was  very  new,  and  the 
mother  died  in  Cuyahoga  County.  Some  years 
after  her  death  the  father  removed  to  Michigan, 
and  was  overtaken  by  a  snowstorm,  and  frozen  to 
death  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Hastings,  Mich. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
our  sui)ject  was  the  fourth  child.  He  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  of 
age,  although  previous  to  that  time  he  had  worked 


-4*- 


away  from  home  for  short  seasons,  hut  retained  his 
place  in  the  household.  After  he  had  reached  his 
majority  he  worked  by  the  month  continuously, 
for  one  man,  on  a  farm  and  in  the  lumber  woods  for 
over  seven  years,  and  then  went  to  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio. 

August  25,  1834,  iu  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  Mr. 
Potter  was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Killnier,  daughter 
of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Dickson)  Killmei',  who 
were  natives  of  New  York  State  and  of  German 
and  Irish  ancestry.  Mrs.  Potter  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  23d  of  February, 
1814.  About  one  week  after  their  marriage,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Potter  migrated  to  Cuyahoga  County, 
Ohio,  and  settled  on  wild  timber  land,  consisting 
of  ninety-one  acres,  which  they  at  once  set  them- 
selves about  clearing  and  improving.  They  re- 
mained there  for  ten  years,  engaged  in  improving 
and  general  farming  on  this  land,  and  then  sold  it 
and  removed  to  Will  County,  111.,  settling  in  Joliet. 
They  remained  here  for  ten  years,  five  years  of 
which  time  he  was  engaged  in  teaming.  In  1849 
Mr.  Potter  left  his  family  in  Joliet,  and  went  to 
California,  going  by  the  overland  route,  where  he 
remained  for  five  years  and  engaged  in  the  mines 
most  of  that  time.  He  returned  to  Joliet  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1854,  and  in  the  following  April  moved  to 
Livingston  County,  and  settled  in  Round  Grove 
Township,  on  lands  which  Mrs.  Potter  had  pur- 
chased during  his  absence,  which  consisted  of  160 
acres,  located  on  section  15.  They  have  since  been 
residents  of  Round  Grove  Township,  and  have 
been  successful  iu  their  undertakings.  Mr.  Potter 
began  adding  to  his  estate,  and  continued  until  at 
one  time  he  owned  400  acres,  but  has  disposed  of 
all  of  this,  with  the  exception  of  a  quarter  section. 
He  has  erected  excellent  buildings  on  his  farm  and 
made  good  improvements  in  the  way  of  ditches, 
fences,  orchards,  etc.,  as  may  be  seen  by  an  exam- 
ination of  the  view  which  is  given  on  another  p.age 
of  this  Album. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potter  have  had  eight  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Charlotte  B.,  Mary  A., 
George  W.,  Margaret  S.,  Reuben  K.,  Albert,  Alan- 
son  and  Elvie  T.  Charlotte  was  the  wife  of  Jesse 
Eldred,  and  died  in  Round  Grove  Township,  Nov. 
18,  1881  :  Mary  died  in   Joliet,  111.,  April  s,  184.S, 
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when  about  nine  yeai-s  of  age;  George  married 
Jliss  Emma  Godfrey,  and  resides  in  "Will  Covnity, 
111.;  Jlargaret  resides  at  home:  Reuben  died  in 
Hound  Grove  Township,  July  7,  1885,  when  forty- 
one  years  of  aiie;  he  was  a  telegraph  operator  on 
the  Ciiieago  it  Alton  Railroad  for  several  years. 
Albert  married  Louisa  Hubbard,  and  resides  in 
Peru,  Ind.:  he  is  engaged  as  a  detective,  and  is  in 
the  employ  of  the  Gould  Railroad  Syndicate. 
Alanson  died  in  Round  Grove  Township,  Jan.  28, 
1868,  at  the  age  of  two  years:  El  vie,  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  resides  at  home  (see  sketch  of  Elvie 
Potter.) 

In  his  i)olitical  affiliations  Mr.  Potter  acts  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  lias  held  most  of  the 
otlices  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides,  and  was 
for  a  considerable  time  'Highway  Commissioner. 
His  excellent  wife  is  an  earnest  and  active  member 
of  the  I'resbj-terian  Chui'ch.  They  both  participate 
actively  in  all  the  affairs  inaugurated  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  in  which  thej'  live. 


LFXANDER  M.  BREWSTER  came  to 
Central  Jllinuis  in  the  spring  of  1S69,  when 
int  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  has  since 
been  a  resident  of  Livingston  County.  He 
owns  a  good  farm  on  section  6,  in  Broughtoii 
Township,  where  he  is  carrying  on  agriculture  with 
fair  success,  and  performing  his  oliligations  as  a 
useful  member  of  the  community. 

Our  .subject  is  the  .-cion  of  an  excellent  Pennsyl- 
vania family,  which  included  intelligent  and  suc- 
cessful men.  His  father,  Henry  Brewster,  was  a 
member  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  and  served 
for  many  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  lluntiiiii- 
don  County.  In  that  county  Alexamler  M.  w;is 
born,  March  18.  1  kJ  I .  His  mother  was  in  her  girl- 
liood  Miss  N.-incy  Campbell,  who  was  of  Irish  aii- 
ce-*try,  wiiile  the  fallier  of  our  -ubject  traced  his 
descent  to  one  of  the  old  Seoii  i>h  Higldanders  of 
the  .M!venteeritli  century.  i'lie  fir.-l  rci)iesentative 
of  the  family  in  this  country  «a>  William  Hrow- 
>ter,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  Mayflower, 
and  joined  with  the  Puritan.-  in  their  song  of  free- 
dom, a-  they  landed  upon  I'lymoutli  Hock.  He 
.«ettlefl  in  one  of  the  New  England  SUites,  nun  ried, 


an<l  leared  a  family  of  sons  and  daughters,  whose 
descendants  became  scattered  throughout  New 
PjUgland  and  the  South,  and  finally  drifted  west- 
w;ird.  Wherever  known  the  name  is  honored,  and 
with  few  exceptions  lias  been  the  representative  of 
more  than  cirdinary  intellect  and  business  capacity. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  son  of  his  father's 
family,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  received  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools.  When  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
repaired  to  the  town  of  Huntingdon  to  learn  the 
printer's  trade,  of  which  he  gained  a  good  knowl- 
edge, and  which  he  followed  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  late  Rebellion.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  call  for  volunteers,  enlisting  in  July, 
1861,  in  Company  D,  41st  Penns3dvania  Infantry', 
and  which  afterward  became  the  1 2th  Regiment  of  the 
Pennsylv.".nia  Reserve  Corps,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Yonng  Brewster,  with 
his  conu'ades,  took  part  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war,  being  in  the  seven  days'  siege  of 
Richmond,  in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
was  present  at  South  Mountain,  Antietam,  Gettys- 
burg, the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  and  other 
minor  engagements  and  skirmishes.  At  the  expir- 
ation of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge  in  June,  1864.  He  had  borne 
with  true,  soldierly  courage  the  hardships  and 
privatitnis  of  army  life,  and  is  willing  that  its 
sufferings  and  trials  should  be  remanded  to  the 
pages  of  the  past,  with  the  unwritten  history  of 
thousands  of  others,  who  shared  in  the  jierils  of 
those  memorable  years. 

Mr.  Brewster  now  returned  to  his  home  in  Penn- 
s.vlvania  for  a  short  time,  hoping  that  the  conflict 
Would  soon  be  over  and  that  the  dawn  of  peace  was 
at  hand.  In  this,  however,  both  the  Government 
and  the  soldiers  were  disappointed,  and  our  subject, 
after  watching  the  progress  of  the  war  for  a  time, 
determined  that  he  would  return  to  the  army  and 
a,ssist  in  fighting  it  out.  on  Gen.  Grant's  "line." 
Circumstances  led  him  to  Rochester,  N.  Y..  and  in 
September,  1804,  he  cidisted  in  Company  1,  l8Sth 
New  Voik  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  First  Sergeant, 
and  wliieli  was  assigned. to  the  5th  Corps,  Ai'iny  of 
the  Potomac,  They  marched  southeast  and  met 
the   enemy   at  different  places.     In    the    battle  at  T 
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ilatclior's  Run,  Mr.  Brewster  was  woumierl  in  both 
feet,  and  cunfined  in  the  h()si)ltal,  althungh  but  a 
short  time.  When  he  was  alilc  to  rejoin  liis  regi- 
ment, Lee  had  surrendered  and  the  '-boj-s"  were  or- 
dered to  Washingtcjn.  Tiiere  our  liero  participated 
in  the  grand  review,  and  in  due  time  returned 
with  his  regiment  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  wliere  he  was 
flnnljy  discharged  in  July,  18(I.'i. 

Mr.  Brewster,  after  a  lirief  visit  tu  his  old  iioine 
in  Pennsylvania,  engaged  in  printing  in  his  native 
county  until  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he  set  out 
for  the  Prairie  State.  Upon  reaching  Livingston 
Count}'  he  was  engaged  fur  a  time  at  farming  on 
land  belonging  to  his  father,  and  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies. He  was  married,  Sept.  4,  IsTO,  by  the 
Rev.  Father  Hanle3-,at  Pontiac,  to  MissKUen  Sulli- 
van, who  was  born  in  Ireland,  Feb.  4,  1849,  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her  parents  when  a 
child  three  years  of  age.  They  settled  first  in  Wis- 
consin, and  thence  came  to  LaSalle  Countj',  this 
State,  where  the  fathei-  died  sliortl}'  after  their 
arrival.  Mrs.  Brewster  continued  with  her  mother 
until  her  marriage.  After  this  event  our  subjec 
and  his  wife  located  on  the  present  homestead 
which  includes  109  acres  under  a  fair  state  of  culti. 
vation,  with  a  comfortable  residence,  a  good  barn 
and  other  necessar}-  out-buildings.  In  politics  Mr. 
Brewster  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Mrs.  B.  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Henry  Brewster,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
engaged  as  a  merchant  in  Huntingdon  C'ount}^  Pa., 
for  a  period  "f  forty  years.  The  male  members  of 
the  family  for  several  generatitms  have  been  prom- 
inent in  mercantile  pursuits  in  that  section  of 
countrv.  Tlic  elder  Brewster  died  in  Shirleysburg, 
Huntingdon  County,  Oct.  ol,  1880,  and  his  wife, 
Nancy,  in  1851,  at  the  family  i-esidence  there. 
Mrs.  Brewster's  father  died  at  LaSalle,  of  cholera, 
in  1849;  the  mother  still  lives. 


/^^\  HARLES  FAUST,  one  of   the    enterprising 
(if  German  farmers  of  Sullivan  Township,  occu- 

^^^'    i)ies    a   valuable    homestead  on   section    :io, 
'  '     where  he  makes  a  specialty  of  stock-raising  and  has 


signalized  himself  as  one  of  the  most  thorough  and 
skillful  agriculturists  of  Central  Illinois. 

Mr.  Faust  was  born  in  the  Kingdom  of  Prussia, 
May  27,  1827,  and  was  the  third  child  of  IJanicl 
and  Rosa  (Herpst)  Faust,  also  of  (Jcrmiu]  l)irth  and 
parentagCi  The  family  wcic  .-imong  the  most 
prominent  and  reliable  in  their  native  Province, 
where  they  have  been  represented  for  man}'  genera- 
tions. Daniel  Faust  was  reared  to  farnnng  pursuits 
which  he  carried  on  upon  his  native  soil  his  entire 
life,  and  rested  from  his  earthly  labors  in  the  spring 
of  1837,  when  fifty-four  years  of  age.  The  de- 
voted wife  and  mother  survived  her  husband 
several  years,  and  died  in  l^^.jl,  when  sixty-six 
years  of  age.  Charles,  in  common  with  the  j'outii 
of  his  native  countr}',  was  placed  in  school  at  an 
earl}'  .age,  and  continued  his  studies  with  little  in- 
terruption until  fourteen  yeara  old.  He  then 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  near  his  childhood's  home  until 
about  twenty -five  years  old,  when,  not  being  satis- 
fied with  the  results  of  his  labors,  in  March,  1852, 
he  boarded  the  sailing-vessel  "Louisa"  at  the  port 
of  Bremen,  and  after  a  pleasant  voyage  of  six 
weeks,  set  foot  first  upon  American  soil  in  the  city 
of  New  Y'ork. 

From  the  metro[)olis  our  subject  soon  afterward 
found  his  way  to  Waukesha,  Wis.,  where  he  secured 
employment  at  his  trade,  and  thence  came  to 
LaS.alle  County,  this  State,  following  carpentering 
and  farming  alternately  near  Troy  Grove,  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  lived  frugally,  saving  what 
he  could  of  his  earnings,  and  in  the  spring  of  1855 
invested  his  capital  in  eighty  acres  of  raw  prairie 
in  Troy  Grove  Township.  His  next  important 
move  was  to  secure  a  helpmeet  and  companion  to 
share  his  fortunes,  and  he  was  married  at  Troy 
Grove  in  September,  1855,  to  a  lady  whom  he  had 
long  known  and  respected,  namely.  Miss  Louisa 
Koehler.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  Dec.  G,  1820, 
and  is  the  second  child  of  John  Gottlieb  and 
Hannah  (Bibliel)  Koehler,  whose  family  included 
ten  children.  Her  father  emigratetl  to  tiie  United 
States  with  his  family  in  1841,  h)cating  for  a  time 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  whence  he  subsetiuently 
came  to  Illinoi>.  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  land  in 
La.Salle    County.      Mrs.    Faust,    however,    did    not 
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ai-(.-omi>any  her  parents  to  the  United  States  at  that 
time,  but  came  some  ^-ears  h\tor.  in  1 853,  and  joined 
them  in  l.aSalle  County. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  soon  after  their 
mavriaire  loc.ited  on  the  land  whieh  then  could 
hardly  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  a  farm  as  it  had 
bi-eu  little  cultivated  and  had  no  buildings.  They 
were  yimug  in  yeai-s  and  strong  iji  hope  and  quite 
willing  to  make  sacrifices  in  order  to  secure  some- 
thing better  for  the  future.  Erecting  a  temporary 
hut  composed  of  clay  and  prairie  grass  they  labored 
industriously  with  excellent  results,  and  Mr.  Faust, 
indue  time,  added  forty  acres  to  his  first  purchase. 
In  18G".l  he  sold  the  entire  farm,  and  with  the  pro- 
ceeds came  to  Livingston  County  and  purchased 
the  land  which  constitutes  his  present  homestead. 
Here  he  repeated  the  experience  through  which  he 
bail  just  i)!»ssed  in  subduing  the  soil  and  slowly  but 
sureh"  bringing  about  the  improvements  which  were 
necessary  to  the  comfort  of  the  famih^  and  the 
success  of  his  farming  operations.  One  of  his  first 
duties  was  to  put  uj)  a  shelter  for  the  family,  and 
he  erected  a  small  frame  structure  which  served 
them  a  few  j'ears  and  until  something  more  sub- 
stantial could  tjike  its  place. 

The  beautiful  homestead  which  is  now  presented 
to  the  gaze  of  the  admiring  traveler,  and  of  which 
a  view  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  bears 
little  comparison  with  the  tract  of  land  upon  which 
Mr.  Faust  settled  eighteen  j'ears  ago.  He  now  has 
a  fine  set  of  frame  buildings,  and  has  added  to  his 
landed  interest.-<  until  the  estate  comprises  320  acres, 
all  of  which  has  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  The  handsome  and  commodious  resi- 
dence, which  forms  one  of  the  attractive  features  of 
t!ie  premises,  was  put  uj)  in  1S72.  In  the  rem-  are 
the  fine  barn  and  all  the  other  necessjoy  oiit-liulld- 
iiig^,  together  with  a  valnabh:  orchard  and  various 
fruit  and  shade  trees  which  are  proving  useful  jis 
well  as  ornamental.  The  farm  slock  includes  high 
grade  Norman  horses,  Diirhiu]]  .-ind  llolstein  cattle 
and  I'olaiid-Clihia  swinr.  I'lic  whole  foinis  the 
picture  of  a  complete  horiK'  willi  pi'.icc  and  plenty 
throughout  iU  borders. 

.Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Faust  liecamc  tin-  ijuicmIs  of  the 
cliildren  who  were  n:iincd  a-  follow-:  Willi.-iiri, 
Loui.ta,  Albert,    Daniel,    Ivnili-,   (iii-l:ivc,    .\dol|ili, 


Hannah  and  Charlie.  Of  these,  four  were  taken 
from  the  home  circle  by  death — Charlie,  Albert, 
Hannah  and  William,  (iustave  and  Adolph  are 
married  and  cairying  on  farming  in  Germanville 
Township.  Mr.  Faust,  having  lived  in  a  country 
where,  among  its  excellent  institutions  the  system 
of  compulsory  education  is  one  of  its  most  ad- 
mirable features,  took  special  pains  to  have  his 
children  receive  the  advantages  which  "book  learn- 
ing" undeniably  bestows,  and  they  are  consequently 
well  fitted,  both  by  nature  and  education,  to  assume 
their  rightful  places  as  members  of  a  highly  intelli- 
gent community.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faust  are  leading 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church  at  Chatsworth, 
and  ill  politics  Mr.  Faust  is  an  ardent  Republican. 

-^ ^-^^ — 


N.  .SMITH,  who  is  one  of  the  live  and  go- 
ahead  business  men  of  Pontiac,  is  a  dealer 
in  all  kinds  of  lumber  and  building  material, 
a  line  of  goods  which  enters  so  largely  into  the 
growth  of  any  city.  He  is  a  native  of  the  town  of 
Pine  Bush,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  1 3th  of  January,  1 863,  and  is  the  son  of  Ezra  and 
Dorothea  (Corwin)  Smith.  The  father  was  an  ex- 
tensive farmer,  and  he  aiid  his  wife  were  both  na- 
tives of  Orange  County.  They  were  married  in 
the  year  18o(),  and  had  a  family  of  five  children — 
Francis,  Annie,  Maggie,  William  I.  and  Carrie  M. 
Ezra's  father  was  Matthew,  a  native  of  New  York 
State,  who  engaged  extensively  in  farming.  Ezra 
and  his  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Presbj'terian 
Church,  and  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Francis  N.  Smith  attended  the  public  sclic)ols  dur- 
ing his  bo3'hood  days,  during  the  school  terms,  and 
devoteii  the  balance  of  his  time  to  work  upon  the 
farm  until  he  w.as  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  house,  which  occu- 
pation he  followed  for  two  years.  In  1881  became 
to  the  city  of  Pontiac,  where  he  worked  for  tw-o 
months  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad.  He  then 
liegiin  woiU  ill  llic  liiinber-j'ard  of  H.  Wilbeck, 
where  he  contiiiiied,  .•iiid  of  which  he  is  now  the  gen- 
er;il  inaii.-mcr. 

On  the  7lh  of  .May,  1SS4,  Mr.  Smith  was  married 
lo  Airs.  Claia  A.  (.Moicland )    Lambert,  a  daughter 
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of  Hugh  Moreland,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  canio  to  Amurica  when  a  j'oung' rnan  ;  he  is  now 
a  resident  of  LaSalle  County,  and  is  a  retired  farmer. 
Of  tiio  nnion  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  been  born 
two  children — Ida  and  Glad^'s.  Mrs.  Smith  is  the 
mother  of  one  child  by  her  former  marriage,  who 
is  named  Edith.  In  1887  Mr.  Smith  built  a  fine 
house  near  the  hnnber-yard,  which  cost  him  $1,000. 
In  politics  he  votes  and  acts  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  For  one 
of  his  years  Mr.  Smith  has  succeeded  in  busniess 
affairs  reinarl^abljr  well,  and  he  possesses  the  energy 
and  shrewdness  requisite  to  success  in  a  long  race 
of  life.  Pontiac  is  a  place  of  great  possibilities  for 
men  of  his  character,  and  there  is  no  doubt  he  will 
be  closely  identified  with  the  material  imjirovenient 
of  that  city  in  future. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  show  fin  aiK)thcr  page  a 
view  i>f  Mr.  Smith's  residence,  and  also  his  luni- 
ber-^ard. 

j^Tl.EXANDEU  MrKENZIEtook  up  his  resi- 
i@/--l|     denee  in  Broughton  Township  in  the  spring 

11  ik  of  186'),  locating  upon  his  present  farm  on 
8^'  section  1(1.  and    since   that  time   has   been 

closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Livingston  County.  Me  possesses  all  the  substan- 
tial elements  i>f  a  first-class  citizen,  and  is  held  in 
warm  regard  by  the  people  of  tht^  conuiuinity  of 
which  he  has  been  a  member  for  so  many  years.  His 
farm  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  has 
brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  embel- 
lished with  suitable  liuildings  and  all  the  other  ap- 
pliances of  modern  agriculture.  For  a  man  wlio 
first  set  foot  upon  American  soil  with  a  cish  capital 
of  three  cents  in  his  pocket,  it  will  be  acknowledged 
that  he  has  done  exceedingly  well. 

Our  subject  was  born  and  reared  amid  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Aber- 
deen. He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1828,  and  is  the  son  of  Philip  and 
Isabella  (McLean)  Mclvenzie,  who  were  also  of 
Scotch  Ijirtli  and  parentage.  The}'  were  people  of 
mode.st  means,  and  could  only  give  their  children 
the  advantages  of  a  limited  education.  Alexander 
continued  a  resident  <.if    his    nati\e  countr\'    until 


t- 


twenty-four  j-ears  of  age,  and  then  resolving  to  emi- 
grate to  America,  took  passage  on  a  sailing-vessel 
fiom  the  city  of  Glasgow,  in  May,  1852.  After  a 
su»rmy  passage  of  nine  weeks  and  throe  days,  he 
landed  in  New  York  City,  and  thence  he  migrated 
to  Connecticut,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm 
laborer  six  years  at  $18  per  month  and  board,  ex- 
cept in  the  summer  season,  when  he  received  more. 
While  a  resident  of  that  State,  he  was  married,  Nov. 
17,  1855,  to  Miss  Sarah  Peirie,  a  lady  of  French 
descent  on  the  mother's  side,  who  was  born  in  Aber- 
deen, Scotland,  March  17,  182.S.  The  [)arents  of 
Mrs.  McKenzie  were  James  and  Susan  Peirie,  who 
spent  their  last  years  in  Scotland. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  continued  in  New  Imi- 
gland  until  the  spring  of  1858,  when  they  came  to 
Illinois  and  resided  for  a  time  in  Grundy  County. 
They  came  to  this  countj"^  in  18()"2,  and  located  first 
in  Round  Grove  Township,  remaining  there,  how- 
ever, but  a  short  time.  They  returned  to  Grundy 
County,  where  they  remained  until  the  spring  of 
1865,  and  Mr.  McKenzie,  still  entertaining  an  affec- 
tion for  this  county,  came  back  in  the  spring  of  that 
j-ear,  and  secured  the  land  included  in  his  present 
homestead,  of  which  he  soon  took  possession,  and 
has  since  retained.  It  was  then  a  tract  of  raw  |)rai- 
rie,  upon  which  no  improvements  whatever  had 
been  made.  He  and  his  estimable  lady  endured  all 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life,  but 
met  with  the  usual  reward  of  industry  and  perse- 
verance. Now,  sitting  under  their  own  vine  and 
fig-tree,  they  are  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
of  life,  and  feel  that  the  old  days  afforded  them  an 
experience  with  which  they  would  not  willingly 
|)art. 

Our  subject  after  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen, 
identified  himself  with  the  Republican  paity,  of 
whose  principles  he  has  since  been  a  stanch  sui)- 
porter. 


^=^EORGE  W.  BLAClvWELL  is  one  of  Liv- 
'//  ingston  C'junty's  citizens  who  has  succeeded 

^^jjj  in  life  admirably,  and  ha,-,  through  good 
management  and  the  judicious  use  of  his  resources, 
grown  from  poverty,  if  not  to  attluence,  at  least  to 
an    independence.     He    is  extensively  engaged   in 


1072 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


farming  and  stook-vaisins;-  on  section  35.  Charlotte 
Township,  lie  wa,<  born  at  West  Watervillc,  Me.. 
.Tan.  '2.  1  So;5,  anil  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  six 
children  bi>rn  tt>  Col.  Dennis  and  Adalissa  (Stanlej) 
Hlackwell.  hoth  natives  of  Maine.  The  paternal 
grand|«irents.  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Biirsess)  Bl.ack- 
well.  were  natives  of  Jlaiiie.  and  the  maternal 
iri-andparents,  Tliomas  and  Mary  (Stone)  Stanley, 
were  natives  of  M.assachuxtts  and  Maine  respect- 
ively. The  father  of  onr  >iibjcct  w.as  both  a  nuller 
and  farmer,  in  both  of  wliich  nccnpations  he  en- 
gaged at  Fairfield.  Me.  He  moved  to  that  place  in 
l^iSC.  when  our  siibji'ct  was  about  three  years  of 
iige. 

Mr.  Blackwell  remained  at  Fairfield  until  he  was 
nearly  nineteen  years  old,  and  received  a  good  edu- 
cation which  was  completed  at  tlie  academy  at  the 
town  of  An>un.  Me.  His  father  was  called  to  Au- 
gusta during  the  War  of  1812,  to  act  as  drillmaster, 
and  rose  from  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  to  that  of 
Colonel,  filling  all  the  intei'vening  positions.  He 
remained  in  Maine,  where  he  died  in  1.S57.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  wlio  was  Col.  Blackwell's 
first  wife,  died  in  Maine  in  1847.  Col.  Blackwell 
married  .again  in  1850,  his  wife  being  .Susan  Clark, 
a  native  of  Maine,  and  the  daughter  of  James  T. 
Clark.  She  survived  her  husband,  and  died  at  the 
advanced  .age  of  ninet\--five,  at  Hollowell,  Me. 

.\t  the  age  of  nineteen  the  suljject  of  our  sketch 
resolved  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  AVest,  and  went 
to  the  citj' of  Peoria  in  l.-<.')2,  wliere  he  remained 
for  three  years  engaged  at  work  as  a  carpenter. 
Ill  1855  he  went  to  Washington,  Tazewell  County, 
where  be  remained  for  ten  years  employed  at  his 
trade.  In  1'<G5  he  went  back  to  Peoria,  and  after 
remaining  there  one  j'ear,  went  to  Chatswortli  in 
the  spring  of  ISOIJ.  His  first  purch.ase  of  land  was 
made  in  Stark  County,  111.,  in  1857,  near  Toulon, 
where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
kept  for  three  or  four  yi^ars,  and  tlien  disposed  of 
it.  Ill  the  winter  of  18(;5-(;fi,  lie  liouglit  eighty 
acres  of  wild  prairie  on  what  is  now  section  '■>'>, 
Charlotte    Township,  and   cultiviited    it  one  year, 

this  being  his  first  croj)  as  a  far r,  and   consisted 

almo.st  wholly  of  bror)m  corn. 

In  Oeeember.  ImCC,  .Mr.  Bljukweli  went  to  New 
York,  and  mi  llie  .'Id  of  .l;iiiiiary,  I'<<i7.  was  married 


til  Susan  .1.  \iin  Patten,  a  native  of  New  Yoi'k, 
wJKi  was  born  April  15,  18;3'.t.  She  is  tlie  daugii- 
ter  of  Christian  and  Mar}'  (Relj'ea)  \nn  Patten, 
also  natives  of  New  York.  After  their  niiiiTiage, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackwell  came  to  Cbatsworth,  but  in 
the  spring  of  1807  built  tlie  house  where  he  now 
resides,  and  moved  uu  liis  farm.  Since  then  he 
has  added  to  the  farm  until  it  consists  of  100  acres, 
every  foot  of  which  is  good  land  and  under  a  fine 
state  of  cultivation.  This  farm  is  drained  by  1,000 
rods  of  tile  ditches,  and  is  equipped  with  good 
buildings  and  excellent  fences.  Mr.  Blackwell  also 
owns  land  in  Kansas.  The  home  farm  is  stocked 
with  high-grade  Durham  cattle,  Norman  horses 
ami  Poland-China  hogs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackwell  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
bj'terian  Chmrh  at  Chatsvvorth,  of  which  he  is  one 
of  the  Trustees.  The}^  have  been  blessed  with 
three  children,  two  of  vvhom  are  living:  Ada  Irene, 
born  Sept.  7,  1870,  and  Grace  L.,  July  .30,  1878; 
thejf  are  giving  these  tvvo  daughters  all  the  advan- 
tages [wssible  for  securing  a  good  education,  and 
they  have  been  attending  the  High  School  at  Chats- 
worth  for  a  number  of  years,  making  excellent 
progress  in  their  studies.  Mary  Eva,  the  eldest 
daughter,  died  Jan.  23,  1886,  aged  eighteen  years. 
Mr.  Blackwell  is  active  in  politics,  and  votes  and 
works  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been 
School  Trustee  for  three  j'ears,  and  has  always 
manifested  a  lively  interest  in  educational  matters. 
This  is  the  on!}'  ofiice  he  h.as  ever  held.  He  takes 
an  active  part  in  selecting  men  as  candidates  for 
offices,  but  is  not  an  office-seeker. 

A  lithographic  view  of  Mr.  Blackwell's  liandsome 
residence  is  shown  on  another  page  of  tlii.s  work. 


«►  B-^*- 


OSEPH    E.   MYER  is  the   son  of  one  of  the 

earliest  pioneers  of  Ep|)ard's  Point  Township, 

.ind  came  with  his   parents   to  this  locality 

uhei)  a  youth  fourteen  years  of  age.      Thej'^ 

:!in  in  a  new  country,  like  most  of  the  early  set- 

s,  h.'iving  little  to  depend    upon  but  their  strong 

(Is  ami  (■oui'agcous  lleart^. 

)iii-  siiliject  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and 
liicn   an   enejgetic  worker  all  his  life,  while  he 
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Res.  or  JaiviesTre:de:nick,5ec.9.Sulliva>n  Township. 


Res.  of  Nelson  A.Bemis,Sec.  2.  Esmen    Township. 


Res.  OF  J  AMES  LovelocKjSec.  51.  5  aunemin  Town 5 h  ip. 
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hn»  now  as  the  reward  of  his  labors  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  the  soutliern  part  of  Livingston  County. 
This  couiprise.s  240  acres  on  section  22,  located 
about  the  center  of  the  township,  where  he  has  re- 
sided since  about  18117.  Here  he  lias  carried  on 
farming  and  stock-raising  successfully,  and  now 
keeps  about  thirty  head  of  cattle,  fifteen  head  of 
liorses,  and  from  twenty -five  to  tliirty  head  of  swine. 
The  farm  residence  is  a  model  structure  of  its  kind, 

Joseph  E.  Myer  is  the  son  of  Elly  and  Catherine 
(limphenour)  Myer,  whii  came  to  this  county  in 
18.">0,  and  located  in  Eppard's  Point  Township, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  tlieir  days.  Pre- 
vious to  this  they  had  been  residents  of  Licking- 
County,  Ohio,  where  Joseph  E.  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 183G.  His  early  studies  were  conducted 
in  the  district  school,  and  he  distinctly  remembers 
the  journey  from  the  Buckeye  State  t<j  Illinois, 
which  was  made  overland  with  teams,  their  outfit 
consisting  of  three  horses  and  a  wagon.  They 
started  about  the  latter  part  of  October,  and  it  was 
a  tri|)  which  young  Joseph  did  not  especially  en- 
joy, as  he  was  shaking  with  ague  most  of  the  time. 
They  settled  upon  a  tract  of  uncultivated  land, 
and  erected  the  conventional  pioneer  dwelling,  a 
log  house. 

Our  subject  remained  under  the  home  mof  luitil 
about  twenty-five  yeai's  of  age,  and  afterward  for 
a  time  took  charge  of  the  farm  of  a  widowed  sister 
near  Fairbury.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion 
he  enlisted  in  the  fall  of  1863  in  Company  G,  129th 
Illinois  Infantrjr,  and  with  his  regiment  proceeded 
to  Louisville,  Ky.  Thence  they  were  detailed  to 
guard  duty  around  Bowling  Green,  and  afterward 
in  Tennessee,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Chattanooga,  Atlanta  and  Resaca,  Ga.  Subse- 
([uently,  at  Peachtree  Creek,  our  subject  received 
a  gunsliot  wound  in  the  left  knee,  which  disabled 
him  for  about  one  year,  which  time  he  spent  mostly 
at  home,  where  his  father  had  removed  him.  Being 
ver^'  anxious  to  rejoin  his  regiment  he  started  out 
once  more,  before  his  wound  was  healed,  and  not 
long  afterward  received  his  discharge.  Of  liis  com- 
pany onlj'  nine  reported  after  the  battle  of  Peach- 
tree  Creek,  the  others  having  been  killed,  wounded 
or  otherwise  unfitted  for  dnt3'. 

Mr.  Myer  upon  returning  home  resumed  farming 


>►    ■    ^•- 


on  the  homestead  of  his  father,  where  he  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1868,  and  then  purchased  the 
land  which  constitutes  a  part  of  his  present  farm, 
and  which  he  had  contracted  for  before  his  enlist- 
ment. He  also  received  a  county  bounty  in  land, 
which  was  worth,  when  he  returned  lumie,  about  $20 
per  acre.  On  the  1  Oth  of  August,  18G'J,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  St.  John,  who  when  a 
bride  of  about  a  year  was  called  away,  Nov.  17, 
1870.  Mr.  M.  was  a  second  time  married  in  1878, 
and  put  up  his  present  residence  two  years  later. 
The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss 
Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Almira  (Green) 
Lindley,  and  their  wedding  took  place  at  the  home 
of  the  bride,  in  Woodford  County,  111.,  Elder  Mer- 
ritt,  now   of  Fairbury  Baptist  Church,  officiating. 

Jacob  Lindley  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
in  1830,  and  was  the  son  of  Mahlon  Lindley,  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  latter  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  Ohio  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  was  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Knox  County.  The  mother 
was  a  native  of  Jefferson  County,  Ohio.  Their 
family  included  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are 
now  living,  three  in  Champaign,  two  in  Ohio,  and 
Jacob  in  Woodford  County.  Jacoli  married  and 
came  to  the  West  in  1855,  making  his  wedding  tour 
in  a  lumber  wagon.  They  first  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi into  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  which  was  then  but 
a  village,  and  not  liking  the  outlook  returned  east 
to  Bureau  County,  this  State.  Two  years  later  they 
located  in  Nebraska  Township,  this  county,  where 
thev  resided  until  18()1),  and  then  repaired  to  Wood- 
ford County,  where  they  still  remain.  Of  their 
five  children  Sarah  A.  was  the  eldest ;  Frank  S.  died 
of  typhoid  fever  when  four  years  old;  Willie  G., 
a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years,  as  well  as  Hattie 
E.  and  LeGrande,  are  living  at  home.  Mr.  Lind- 
ley is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence, 
and  has  given  his  children  the  advantages  of  a  good 
education.  They  are  all  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Ocoya. 

Mr.  Myer  came  to  the  West  five  years  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Lindleys,  and  first  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  in  Eppard's  Point  Township,  where  the 
3'oung  people  began  life  in  a  manner  suited  to  their 
income,  and  have  since  labored  vitli  one  common 
purpose.     In  due  time  the  household   was  enlarged 
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l.y  the  birth  of  four  chihlreii.  I-iiulley  W.,  the 
elilcst,  was  l>orn  Nov.  29,  l.'^SO;  Lillian  A..  Aug. 
15.  1881 :  LaRiulo  J.,  born  Jiih^  25,  188;5,  and  died 
July  1-2.  IS.so:  and  Ethel  C.  born  Dee.  17,  1885. 
Mrs.  ilevor  has  been  a  uienilier  of  the  Baptist 
Chuivh  since  a  yonnsr  girl  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
is  now  conneeted  with  the  society  at  Oeoya,  where 
'Sir.  M.reguhirly  attends  with  his  wife,  although  not 
a  member.  In  polities  Jlr.  Myer  alliliates  with  the 
Republican  party. 

KVI  l.orDKRBAt'K.  largely  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  a  finely  culti- 

^  vatcd  tract  of  land  in  Airaty  Township,  is 
the  son  of  an  early  pioneer  of  Vermilion  Count}', 
this  !St;ite,  where  his  birth  took  i)hice  Dee.  10,  1832. 
A  sketch  of  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Sarah  (.Sprin- 
ger) Louderbaek,  will  be  found  in  the  biography  of 
Libert\'  Louderbaek.  on  another  p.age  of  this  Ai.uijr. 
Our  subject  conuiienced  "paddling  his  own 
cauoe"  .-^oon  after  reaching  his  majority,  and  hy 
hard  work  and  good  management  succeeded  in  se- 
curing the  warrant}-  deed  to  175  acres  of  land,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  now  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  The  fields  ai'e  enclosed  with  neat  and 
substantial  fencer.,  and  the  farm  buildings  will  bear 
(n'lv  coni|>arison  with  those  of  the  homesteads  adja- 
cent. The  location  is  unusually  <lesirable,  being 
convenient  to  church  an<l  school,  and  one  of  the 
most  attractive  features  of  the  place  is  the  only 
deer  park  in  the  county,  wliieli  contains  a  number 
of  line  animals. 

Mr.  Louderbaek  very  wisely  rel'i.iiucd  from  as- 
Huuilng  the  responsibility  of  a  family  until  lie  had 
laid  the  foundations  for  a  home  and  ;i  competency. 
This  accomplished,  he  was  married  in  Livingston 
County,  on  the  1st  of  March,  lsi;.'l.  to  .Miss  Sarah 
J:ine  Stret<-li.  Mrs.  Louderbaek  w;is  Ixjrn  on  the 
r.)tli  of  February.  1>SI0,  in  Tippecjuioe  County, 
lud..  and  I-  the  daughter  of  William  and  Marv 
(Hluc)  Strel<;h,  natives  of  Indiaii.i.  Tlic  niolliei- 
wto  born  July  5,  IHJI.  and  departed  lliis  life.it  her 
home  ill  Tippecanoe  County,  ind.,  Dec.  '.I.  |s|7. 
William  Slretcli   wa.s  born  Aug.  20,  IHO'.),  and  died 

I  ill  the  same  place  Feb.  (;,  1x51',.  Tjicy  were  m;irried 


in  the  above  county,  April  2, 1835,  and  were  blessed 
with  a  family  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died 
unnamed.  The  others  were  Thomas  Harrison,  now 
deceased:  Sarah  Jane;  Harriet  Elizabeth,  the  wife 
of  John  Randolph,  of  Laf.ayette,  Ind.;  William 
Moore,  who  became  a  Union  soldier  and  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloli.  and  Mary  Catherine,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

William  Stretch  was  subsequently  )narried  to 
Mrs.  Nancy  Ilollcraft,  June  1,  1850,  in  Clinton 
County,  Ind.,  and  of  this  union  there  were  born 
two  children:  Celestia  A.,  wife  of  Harry  Canfield, 
a  railroad  conductor  and  now  a  resident  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  Ed,  who  died  in  Washington  City, 
Feb.  14,  1874,  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  He 
was  attending  school  and  would  have  graduated  in 
another  month.     Their  mother  is  now  deceased. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louderbaek 
located  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the  farm  where 
they  now  reside,  and  the  household  circle  was  com- 
pleted by  the  advent  of  the  following  children,  the 
record  of  whom  is  thus  given :  Ulysses  William 
was  born  March  1,  18G4,  and  is  now  a  promising 
young  man  twenty-four  years  of  age,  and  complet- 
ing a  literary  course  of  study  in  the  college  at 
Dixon  ;  he  is  remarkably  fond  of  reading  and  study, 
and  will  doubtless  choo.se  one  of  the  professions:  at 
present,  the  winter  of  1887-88,  he  is  teaching 
school.  Hattie  Celestia,  born  Oct.  2(i,  isiio,  also 
took  kindly  to  her  books,  and  is  now  a  teaclier  in 
the  public  schools  of  Livingston  County.  The 
second  daughter,  Ella,  was  born  July  11,  lsG7,  and 
died  on  the  15th  of  August  of  the  following  year. 
John  Schuyler  was  born  Fel).  10,  1869;  Levi  Guy, 
Feb.  3,  1875;  Harry  Thomas,  May  29,  1880;  and 
]\Lary  Gertrude,  March  19,  1885;  these  four  are  at 
home  with  their  parents. 

In  1863,  when  Mr.  Louderbaek  took  possession 
of  his  present  property,  there  was  much  to  be  done 
in  order  to  render  it  comfortable  and  desirable  as 
a  homestead,  but  to  this  task  he  set  him.self  with  a 
will  and  may  lie  justified  in  looking  upon  the  re- 
sults of  his  labor  with  a  great  deal  of  .satisfaction, 
lie  lias  1)1(11  u|iriglit  in  all  his  dealings,  and  nuin- 
beis  hi-  friends  li\-  the  score  in  the  community 
wliicli  htis  known  him  long  ;ind  well,  and  learned 
to   \;ilne  him    for  his  inanl}-   woriJi  and    integrity 
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He  has  done  a  father's  full  duty  bj^  his  children, 
who  form  a  family  group  of  which  the  parents  need 
by  no  means  be  ashamed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louder- 
back  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Cluirch  :ind  in  good  standing  of  the  same. 

-♦-5— 4 t>-s3-<f)S)>-J<s-o ?>— J<- 

,KLSON  N.  MICKELSON,  the  leading  gro- 
cer of  Uwight,  is  of  Danish  ancestry,  and 
was  born  in  Denmark,  July  29,  1850.  lie 
comes  of  long-lived  ancestry,  his  paternal  grand- 
parents living  to  be  over  ninety  years  of  age.  His 
father,  Mikkel  K.  Mickelson,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  country,  and  was  a  coojier  by  trade,  conduct- 
ing an  extensive  business.  His  mother  was,  in  her 
girlhood,  Miss  Cecelia  M.  Frederickson,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Nelson 
N.,  Jens  v.,  Botellie,  Michal  8.,  Andreas  and 
Andre. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  soon  after  his  marriage, 
started  out  on  a  sealing  expedition  as  cooper  of  the 
vessel,  visiting  Greenland  and  the  northern  seas, 
being  thus  occupied  ten  years.  He  then  returned  to 
teria  firma,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  his  native 
Denmark.  He  was  a  hard-working,  industrious 
man,  temperate  and  upright,  and  is  remembered  as 
a  good  husband  and  father  in  the  broadest  sense  of 
the  term.  His  first  wife  died  when  sixty  3'ears  of 
age,  and  two  years  later  he  married  again,  and 
died  Jan.  9.  1870. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  received  liis  education 
in  a  common  school,  and  learned  coopering  from 
his  father  in  early  life.  Upon  reaching  his  major- 
ity he  resolved  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  New 
World,  and  accordhigly  embarked  on  a  sailing-ves- 
sel from  Hamburg,  and  after  a  fair  voj'age,  arrived 
in  New  York  City.  He  at  once  setliis  face  west- 
ward, and  coming  directly  to  this  county,  located 
in  Dwight,  where  he  has  since  resided.  His  ambi- 
tion to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  had 
been  stimulated  by  his  teacher  in  the  old  country, 
by  whom  he  was  advised  to  emigrate,  even  if  he 
had  to  borrow  the  money  for  the  purpose,  which 
ho  did,  securing  $100  from  several  farmers  in  the 
locality  where  he  had  been  reared,  who  knew  him 
as  an  honest  young  man  who  would  certainly  repay 


them.  The  year  after  his  arrival  here  he  liquidated 
his  debt,  and  still  preserves  the  leaf  in  his  memo- 
randum book  containing  the  names  of  the  kind 
friends  who  had  so  materially  assisted  him. 

Upon  coming  to  this  country  Mr.  Mickelson  was 
emploj'ed  as  a  farm  laborer  one  year,  and  then  en- 
gaged as  an  employe  of  AVilliam  H.  Conrad,  with 
whom  he  remained  two  years,  one  3'.ear  in  general 
work  and  one  at  his  trade.  The  four  years  follow- 
ing he  was  engaged  as  clerk  with  McWilliams  & 
Smith,  dealers  in  dry-goods  and  groceries,  taking 
care  to  live  within  his  income  and  save  what  he 
could  of  his  earnings.  In  1878  he  established  him- 
self in  the  grocery  trade  in  a  small  frame  building 
on  East  street,  and  there  began  tlie  career  which 
has  proved  so  successful. 

In  due  time  Mr.  Mickelson  was  obliged  to  in- 
crease his  facilities,  and  moved  to  the  district  which 
was  afterward  visited  by  a  disastrous  fire  which  de- 
stroyed the  business  portion  of  the  town  of  Dwight. 
In  common  with  others  of  his  townsmen,  he  met 
with  gi'eat  loss,  but  spent  no  time  in  brooding  over 
his  misfortune.  A  week  later  found  him  estab- 
lished on  the  West  Side  with  the  remnants  of  his 
little  fortune  around  him  and  ready  for  business. 
Subsequently  he  rented  a  store  in  the  Hetzel  Build- 
ing, where  he  is  now  located,  enjoying  a  good  and 
growing  trade,  while  he  has  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  essentiallj'  a 
self-made  man,  and  has  been  chiefly  remarkable  for 
his  strict  attention  to  his  own  concerns. 

Mr.  Mickelson  was  married,  in  the  spring  of 
1884,  to  one  of  his  own  countrywomen.  Miss  Mar- 
garet Pfeifer,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
one  child,  a  son,  Mitchell  S.  Mr.  M.,  after  becom- 
ing a  naturalized  citizen,  cast  his  lot  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  with  his  excellent  lady,  is  a 
member  in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 


(^^HOMAS  C.  HARTSHORN,  D.  D.,  :i  retired 
m^t.  clergyman  and  resident  of  Ponti.ac,  is  agent 
^^^  at  this  point  of  the  American  Bible  Societj', 
and  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  was  one  of  its 
most  active  and  efficient  workers.  He  is  a  native 
of  Montrose,  Susquehanna  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was 
»^ 
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horn  Mai-ch  1.  ISoO.  His  father  was  Asa  Harts- 
liurn,  Esq..  a  native  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  who  in 
early  luauhoocl  removed  to  Pennsylvania. 

Asa  Hartshorn  was  the  yonngest  of  the  foiii-  sons 
^)f  Oliver  Hart:«horn.  of  Lisbon,  New  London  Co.. 
Conn.,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionar}-  War.  and 
dieil  i>n  his  farm  near  Lisbon,  in  October,  lM(t. 
His  family  included  fonr  sons  and  fonr  dangliters, 
namely:  Ryal.  Oliver,  Ira,  Asa,  Clarissa,  Miranda, 
.*^ophronia  and  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom,  n'ith  one  e.v- 
oeption.  emigrated  in  the  early  part  of  the  present 
century  with  their  widowed  niotlier  to  the  town  of 
Lebanon,  Madison  to..  N.  Y..  where,  with  th<'  ex- 
ception of  Ira  and  the  eldest  daughter,  they  all 
spent  the  remainder  of  tlicir  lives.  The  latter  never 
married,  and  at  this  date  (March,  1S!S7),  remains  on 
the  homestead  and  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three  years. 

The  father  of  our  sulijict  came  to  New  Yorii 
State  in  1 8:i  I,  during  its  early  settlement,  and  located 
in  Delta,  Oneiita  Count}',  where  he  re)nained  until 
18l."i.  then  went  to  Hamilton,  Madison  County, 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Hi.-  death 
occurred  Nov.  '2'2,  18(J5,  and  he  left  a  family  who 
were  all  located  around  him  in  pleasant  lionics.  Asa 
Hartshorn  was  essentially  a  self-made  man,  "xnd 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  years.  He  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
seven  years  at  the  silversmith  trade,  and  in  isii; 
set  up  in  business  for  himself  at  Montrose,  Pa. 
Here  he  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  lady  who 
subsequently  became  his  wife,  namely:  Miss  Mar}', 
youngest  daughter  of  Putnam  Catlin,  Esq.,  a  prom- 
inent jurist  :ind  legislator  of  Peiinsyh  :ini;i,  who 
-pent  his  early  years  at  \Vilkesb:iii-e  .ind  miIisc- 
quently  removed  to  Montrose,  where  he  reared  a 
fine  family  of  sons  and  daughters.  Among  tiicse 
was  (icorge,  who  became  eininenl  as  aji  artist,  ami 
delineator  of  Indian  ch.aractcr. 

Putnam  Callin  wa>  .aJMi  an  oflitir  of  the  i\e\()- 
Inlionary  army,  :ind  the  per>on!d  histoiy  (illlic  l.i(l\ 
wlioin  he  married  .-il  the  close  of  Ihe  \\ai-  was  itself 
a  tlicmc  for  rom.-iiice.  She  was  a  dani;hlei-  of  .lames 
Siilloh.  of  Wilkesj.jiire,  .-umI  tojielher  wilh  all  her 
father's  family,  was  in  the  midst  ol  the  W  \ciiiiing 
ina-i-acre.  and  Med  in  the  darknes.i  ol  the  iiiL;lit  IVomi 
Ihe  uplifted  tomahawks  of  the  .savage-.     I  he  parents 


of  our  subject  were  married  Christmas  Eve,  1 820, 
at  the  pleasant  home  of  Judge  Catlin  in  Montrose, 
Pa.,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  1834. 
They  then  removed  to  Delta,  Oneida  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and 
eleven  years  later  to  Hamilton,  Madison  Count}-, 
where  they  spent  the  balance  of  their  lives.  There 
was  born  to  them  besides  our  subject  one  son  only, 
Horace    P.,  who  was  born  April  23,  1823. 

Thomas  C.  Hartshorn, after  being  graduated  from 
the  Hamilton  Academy,  entered  Madison  Uni- 
\  ersity  of  Hamilton,  when  sixteen  years  of  age.  and 
from  wliich  he  was  graduated  four  years  later  in  1850, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  received  three  years 
later  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  in  1863, 
from  Mount  Union  College,  that  of  Doctoi-  of  Di- 
vinity. After  leaving  Madison  University,  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  and  officiated  as  Principal  of  the 
Y(.uing  Men's  and  Ladies'  Listitute  at  Peru,  111.  In 
is,j3  he  became  connected  with  the  American  Bible 
Society,  and  three  years  later  was  i)laced  in  charge 
of  the  field  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  tlie 
late  Rev.  Dr.  A.  W.  Black,  in  Eastern  Ohio,  and 
which  was  under  his  supervision  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  In  the  meantime  the  State  of  A'irginia  was 
annexed  to  this  territory,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Harts- 
horn had  charge  of  the  entire  work  of  reconstruc- 
tion, under  the  most  discouraging  cii'cumstances. 
It  was  accomplished,  however,  in  the  face  of  preju- 
dice and  dilHcultv,  with  entire  success,  greatly  to 
the  ci'edit  of  the   Doctor. 

Onr  subject,  in  ISGG,  returnt'd  to  Illinoi,--  and  lo- 
cated in  Pontiac,  where,  for  a  period  of  eight  years, 
in  addition  to  other  labors,  he  was  Superintendent 
of  the  Chicago  Bible  Society  and  its  .-nixiliaries 
tliroughout  Cook  County.  He  continued  his  ar- 
duous labors  until  1879,  and  was  then  smitten  down 
with  spinal  disease,  the  result  of  constant  fatigue. 
This  allliction  compelled  him  to  abandon  his  life 
work,  .and  since  that  period  he  has  been  endeavoring 
to  comfort  himself  "ith  hi>  books  and  the  friend- 
ship of  the  people  who  have  known  him  long  and 
well. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  ari'ivc  at  any  accurate 
.-■lalemeiit  in  lignres  of  the  wdi'k  acc(jmplished  by 
l>i\  llarlshorn  iluiing  a  qiiarler  of  a  century,  but  it 
is  s.afe  l(j  stale  lliat  he  lias  raised,  directi}'  and  in- 
directly, proliably  moie  than  *2.J0,(I0U  for  (he  dis- 
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semination  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  in  not  fewer 
than  '200  languages  and  dialects,  while  at  the  same 
timo  (lirrcting  the  dislnirsementof  the  AVord  of  (Jod 
to  20.000  destitute  families.  In  the  matter  of  pul- 
pit discourses  Dr.  Hartshorn's  st3'le  was  eminently 
effective  from  one  special  feature — his  almost  uni- 
form hold  upon  the  sympathies  of  iiis  •  hciirers. 
Whatever  the  tlieme  he  handled,  scarcely  ever  did 
he  fail  to  carry  them  with  him  frt)m  tlie  start,  owing 
largely  to  his  happy  faculty  of  illustration,  and  still 
more,  perhaps,  to  the  cleanly  cut  .and  incisive  style 
with  which  his  thought  was  clothed,  always  ornate, 
sometimes  almost  to  profusion,  not  to  say  redun- 
dancy. He  rarely,  if  ever,  so  imbedded  his  thoughts 
in  words  as  to  sacrifice  clearness  or  force,  or  to  ren- 
der him  chargeable  with  logomachy.  In  conclud- 
ing the  subject  we  cannot  dismiss  it  more  appro- 
priately than  by  an  illustration  from  the  Chicago 
Times  of  Nov.  30,  1869,  in  a  discourse  published 
in  that  issue,  and  delivered  by  Dr.  Hartshorn  the 
day  before  in  that  city.  His  theme  was  the  "Per- 
sonality of  a  Divine  Revelation."  We  give  this 
extract  simply  to  illustrate  the  style  of  the  speaker's 
usual  address. 

The  Times  says :  "The  theme  of  Dr.  Hartshorn's 
discourse  yesterday  morning  was  'The  Personality 
of  the  Revealed  Woi'd,'  founded  on  the  lO^id  verse 
of  the  119th  Psalm.  -The  central  truth  of  Divine 
revelation,'  the  Doctor  observed,  'is  the  revelation 
of  a  personal  mediator.  From  the  oldest  annals  of 
human  feeling  the  perplexing  and  oft  repeated 
questi^m  has  been,  "How  shall  a  man  be  just  with 
God  ?"  The  sacrifices  in  every  age  and  upon  every 
altar  are  a  perpetual  memorial  of  the  earnestness 
and  fruitlessness  with  which  a  solution  to  this 
question  has  ever  been  sought.  But  from  the 
smoke  of  their  incense  no  voice  has  ever  yet  spoken 
to  give  repose.  That  mankind  will  have  a  religion 
of  some  sort,  is  attested  by  the  universal  experience 
of  the  race,  and  the  religion  of  the  Cross  never 
shines  forth  with  greater  effulgence  than  when 
brought  into  comparison  with  the  various  systems 
which  men  have  devised  to  take  its  place  in  the 
great  yearning  heart  of  humanity.  The}-  testify  by 
the  very  contrast  to  their  utter  incapacity  to  satisfy 
the  universal  lougings  of  human  souls  after  immor- 
tality.    And  the  great  central  truth  of  Divine  rev- 


elation is  that  it  is  a  revelation  to  the  individual 
mind  of  man;  it  is  a  personal  revelation.  Wlien  I 
go  to  (Jod  in  His  Word,  it  is  tiiat  I  ni.-iy  Jiear  that 
Divine  voice  addressing  my  soul;  it  is  to  me  that 
He  speaks,  and  not  to  man.  lie  ha<l  reference  to 
me  when  He  made  that  revelation;  He  knew  all  my 
needs  and  my  necessities,  and  He  has  adapted  Him- 
self to  them  and  satisfied  them  all.  Christ,  my  Di- 
vine Savior,  has,  so  to  speak,  embodied  Himself  in 
this  written  Word  that  He  may  minister  to  all  my 
personal  wants  and  necessities,  and  that  He  may 
cheer,  and  comfort,  and  encourage  me  through  all 
my  pilgrimage  here  up(m  earth,  and  I  am  made  to 
feel  that  all  the  jjrovisionsof  His  Gospel  are  sacredly 
and  personally  ni}'  own  through  His  rich  and  abound- 
ing grace. 

"  'Reasoning  a  posteriori,  it  would  certainly  be  a 
matter  of  the  strongest  presumption  that  God  would 
make  a  personal  revelation  to  man,  if  any  at  all, 
from  the  fact  of  the  clearly  revealed  doctrine  of  per- 
sonal accountability.  The  language  of  Scripture  is 
most  explicit :  "Everyone  nuist  give  account  of  him- 
self to  God,"  and  this  doctrine  of  personal  account- 
ability seems  to  underlie  the  whole  system  of  the 
Divine  government.  I  cannot  conceive  for  a  mo- 
ment, how  a  system  of  moral  government  could  be 
maintained  or  administered  upon  any  other  terms 
than  of  personal  accountability  between  the  subject 
and  the  sovereign.  The  Scriptures  are  everywhere 
expressive  in  the  strongest  language,  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  personal  character  before  Him.  and  this 
doctrine  of  personal  accountability  implies  and  pre- 
supposes the  correlative  one  of  personal  provision 
and  personal  adaptation.  The  Bible  therefore  ad- 
dresses itself  to  the  individual  consciences  of  men, 
and  it  "speaks  as  one  having  authority,  and  not  as 
the  scribes."  Nothing  can  ever  supply  its  place; 
no  creeds  or  ethics  can  ever  liecome  a  substitute 
for  it;  no  tradition,  though  it  were  to  come  from 
heaven  and  emanate  from  the  very  throne  itself, 
could  ever  supply  its  place;  itstands  preeminently 
alone  as  containing  the  only  revealed  will  of  God 
to  His  creatures,  and  unfolding  the  processes  of  His 
moral  government  over  them.  The  Bil)le  brings  to 
our  race  the  only  adequate  revelation  of  the  char- 
acter and  will  of  God.  The  Doctor  observed  that 
it  had  been  stoutly  and  persistently  maintained  that 
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Natiwe  liail  "latle  an  iintecedeiu  revi'latioii  in  thr 
volume  of  her  works,  and  al  this  vorv  day.  thiuugli 
liivs  professedly  friendly  to  the  instructions  of  tliis 
s:ici-ed  lio..k.  there  are  infused  into  the  |)opul:ir 
mind,  to  a  most  alarming  extent,  sentiments  wliieh. 
thouali  specious  in  furm,  are  most  insiduous,  most 
fatal  in  their  ultimate  tendencies,  and  are  calculated 
to  undermine  tlie  wh<>le  groundwork  of  Christian 
faith.  It  has  been  said  that  the  inspired  word  is 
hut  a  transcript  of  God's  antecedent  revelation  in 
the  Volume  of  His  works;  that  in  this  external  rev- 
elation His  character  is  most  legibly  written;  that 
every  green  leaf  in  the  forest,  the  cloud-cappeil 
mountain,  and  the  smiling  valleys,  the  i>iuling 
stre:im>  at  our  feet,  and  the  broad  bine  canopy 
above  us,  have  emblazoned  all  over  them  the  wonder- 
ful attributes  of  the  Deity.  To  a  limited  and  only 
a  limited  extent  is  this  true.  'The  heavens  declare 
the  git'i'y  of  God,  and  the  firmament  showeth  His 
handiwork:  d.ay  unto  daj-  uttereth  speech,  and 
night  unto  night  showeth  knowledge.'  But  here 
they  leave  us.  They  tell  of  His  wisdom,  His  power, 
and  His  skill,  but  what  do  the}'  tell  us  of  His  mere}- 
and  His  love?  What  answer  do  they  bring  us  to 
that  long  vexed  question  of  our  immortality-?  Alasl 
where  most  light  is  needed  the  inquirer  is  left  most 
fiitally  in  the  dark.  That  man  vvould  be  a  most 
treacherous  guide  who  should  attempt  to  conduct 
you  through  a  region  of  pitfalls  till  he  brought 
Vfiu  to  the  ver}-  brink  of  the  precipice,  and  then 
should  leave  you  in  hopeless  abandonment  to  your 
fate;  and  just  such  a  blind  guide  has  Nature  ever 
been  to  unenlightened  reason.  What  light  has  she 
ever  been  enabled  to  thrfiw  over  the  dark  regions 
of  the  tond)?  Go  and  constdt  her  voiceless  oracles, 
and  where  in  all  human  history  did  there  ever  come 
back  an  answer  t<j  that  vexing  question:  'If  a  man 
die,  shall  he  live  .again?'  A  luosl  Miisatisfjictory 
proces.-  has  this  'dini  liglit  nf  iiMlurr'  been  in  all 
age«.  and  the  whole  catalogue  of  p.agaii  piiilos- 
opliers  attests  how  indistinct  and  even  absurd  have 
been  the  notion-  of  the  wisest  of  them  pertaining  to 
(hkI  and  their  moral  r(dations  to  Him.  I'lato  rea- 
soned with  him.-elf  by  the  dim  light  of  Naliirc  till 
he  becjitne  -o  entangled  iti  the  nie.-hes  of  hi-  mim- 
rea-<>iiable  logic;,'  that  he  came  at  la-t  tu  dimbl 
whfclhiT  even    he    him-elf    existerl;    .'uid    Soi-ralo, 


while  pit.>>iiig  the  fatal  hemlock  to  his  lips,  turned 
to  lii>  friends  and  confessed  that  the  future  was  all 
:l  dark  uncertaint}'.  .So  must  it  ever  be  with  man- 
kind, wherever  the  light  of  this  Divine  revelation 
lia>  not  been  bestowed.  Thick  darkness  covers, 
and  must  continue  to  cover,  the  face  of  the  world's 
deep,  till  God  himself  speaks  as  He  has  done  to  us 
in    this  Word,  to  make  the  darkness  light. 

••The  discourse  was  listened  to  throughout  with 
dcej)  interest,  and  at  its  close  a  liberal  collection 
was  taken  in  behalf  of  the  City  Bible  Societj",  for 
the  supply  of  the  destitute  masses  with  the  word  of 
God." 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Hartshorn  and  Miss  Kate 
\\'illianis,  of  Bellaire,  Ohio,  was  celebrated  at  the 
home  of  the  bride,  April  19,  18.59.  Mrs.  Hartshorn 
is  the  daughter  of  the  late  James  Williams,  of  West 
Wheeling,  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  Gen.  Will- 
iam Williams,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  and  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  She  was  also  the  great-great-grand- 
daughter of  Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  friend  and  ally  of  Washington.  Gen.  Will- 
iams married  Gov.  Trumlmll's  only  daughter, 
Mary.  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Hartshorn  bec.ime  the  parents  of 
a  s<:)n  and  daughter :  Frederick,  who  was  born  Dee. 
19,  18G1,  and  p:ila  Louise,  Sept.  17,  IsGG.  They 
are  both  li\  ing  at  home  with  their  parents. 
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EWIS  II.  IIOLLMEYER,  who  is  success- 
fully operating  on  240  .teres  of  land  in 
Round  Grove  Township,  section  29,  is  a  na- 
tive of  the  Buckeye  State,  where  he  wjis  born  in 
the  town  of  Oxford,  Butler  Comity,  Sept.  4,  1S57. 
Four  3'ears  later  his  parents  came  to  this  county, 
locating  in  Broughton  Township,  w-here  our  sub- 
ject pursued  his  first  studies  in  the  district  school 
and  completed  them  at  the  Normal  School  at  Val- 
paraiso, Ind.  He  took  naturally  to  farming  pur- 
suits, however,  in  w-hich  he  has  been  engaged  since 
cild  enough  to  make  himself  useful. 

The  jwrents  of  our  subject,  Henry  C.  and  Wil- 
hclnnn.'i  (Neighburger)  Ilollmeyer,  were  boiii  in 
the  I'njvince  of  Hanover,  Germany,    whence  they 
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cmigraU'il  to  the  United  States  early  in  life,  first 
locating  near  Cincinnati,  Oliio,  whence  they  subse- 
quently removed  to  Dwight,  111.  The  father  was 
engaged  nearly  all  his  life  in  agriculture,  and  is 
now  living  retired  from  active  labor.  He  is  known 
as  a  man  who  has  labored  industriously  and  per- 
formed all  his  obligations  as  a  good  citizen.  The 
parental  household  included  five  children,  of  whom 
Lewis  H.  is  the  eldest.  The  others  are  Minnie  A. 
and  iEtta  D(.ira,  living,  while  Nellie  and  \\'iliie 
are  dead. 

On  tiie  28th  of  December,  1877,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Miss 
p]lla  I).,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Manetta  A. 
(Bennett)  Barney,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr. 
Barney  has  lived  in  Livingston  County  a  number 
of  years,  and  now  resides  in  Pontiac,  where  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Hollmeyer,  was  born,  Nov.  17,  1861. 
Tiie  family  also  included  Zelda  and  M.  M.,  besides 
one  brother,  Charles  J.,  who  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Hollmeyer  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rising- 
young  men  of  his  community  and  one  who  is  bound 
to  succeed  in  life.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics,  a 
Democrat.  Socially,  he  belongs  to  Dwight  Lodge 
No.  513,  I.  O.  O.  F. 


ARY  CAIRNS,  who  resides  on  section  2G, 
Rook's  Creek  Township,  is  the  daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Harriet  (Belknap)  Skeeles,  and 
was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
March  13,  1829.  Her  girlhood  days  were  spent 
upon  the  farm  of  her  father,  and  her  education  was 
obtained  in  the  common  schools. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1847,  our  subject  became 
the  wife  of  Michael  Kennedy  Cairns,  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  they  resided  in  Ohio  for  about  ten 
j-ears  after  marriage.  In  July,  1857,  they  moved 
from  Ohio  to  near  Bloomington,  111.,  where  they 
purchased  160  acres  of  land,  and  carried  on  farming 
for  about  four  years.  Thej'  then  sold  this  land,  and 
removing  to  Tazewell  County,  in  1861,  purchased 
land  near  the  town  of  Washington,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  live  until  1878,  when  they  moved  to 
AYoodford  County,  and  resided  five  years.     Thej- 


then  sold  out  and  purchased  the  farm  on  which  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives  in  Rook's  Creek 
Township. 

Mrs.  Cairns  is  the  mother  of  five  children — Har- 
riet Isabella,  Margaret  Jane,  Samuel  Isaac,  Eleanor 
Johnston  and  Rosa  Belle.  Harriet  I.  was  born 
Sept.  27,  1848,  and  died  in  infancy;  Margaret  J. 
was  born  May  2,  1850,  and  married  Is.aac  Tobias, 
a  merchant  of  Washington,  111.;  she  died  Oct.  10, 
1875,  leaving  one  child,  Carrie  Belle,  born  Dec. 
13,  1874,  who  is  now  living  with  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Samuel  I.,  whose  sketch  is  given  in  another 
part  of  this  Ai.iuiii ;  Eleanor  J.  was  born  Jan.  12, 
1855,  and  married  Samuel  Amsler  Dec.  25,  1874; 
she  lives  in  Fairbury,  and  has  one  child,  named 
Charles  S.,born  Sept.  4,  1876.  Rosa  Belle  was  born 
Jan.  4,  1864,  and  received  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, after  which  she  attended  High  School  at  Wash- 
burn, 111.,  two  years,  and  then  attended  the  Mon- 
ticello  Seminary,  at  Godfi'ey,  111.,  two  3'ears.  She 
then  completed  her  education  at  the  Jennings  Sem- 
inary, from  which  she  vvas  graduated  June  23,  1887. 
She  is  quite  an  enthusiast  on  the  subject  of  music, 
and  contemplates  completing  her  study  in  German}'. 

Mrs.  Cairns  is  the  fifth  child  in  a  family  of 
seven  who  grew  to  maturity :  Jane,  who  married 
Samuel  Ricketts,  a  merchant  of  Eurichsville,  and 
has  seven  children;  David  B.  married  Rheuhanna 
Cairns,  and  lives  in  Dakota,  where  he  owns  a  silver 
mine;  he  has  two  children,  Samuel  R.,  a  farmer  of 
Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  married  Jane  True  and 
has  eight  children;  Thomas  B.,  also  a  farmer  in 
Tuscarawas  County,  married  Rebecca  Smith,  and 
h.as  five  children;  Asbury  B.  married  Margaret 
Smith,  and  enlisting  as  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army, 
died  from  the  effects  of  a  wound,  and  left  three 
chililren;  Charles  B.  married  Almina  Sherod,  has 
four  children  and  lives  in  Iowa;  David,  the  oldest 
brother,  was  a  Major  in  the  Union  army  and  served 
during  the  entire  war;  he  went  into  the  service  as 
a  Captain,  and  for  gallant  conduct  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Major. 

Mrs.  Cairns'  father,  Isaac  Skeeles,  was  born  in 
Maryland,  and  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  War  of 
1812,  in  which  he  was  a  soldier,  located  in  Ohio, 
where  he  died  on  the  24th  of  May,  1869.  Mrs. 
Cairns'  mother  was  a  native  of  one  of  the  New 
—-^ 
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Kiiglaiul  St.-Uo;^.  mill  lior  i);nviU>  inovnl  td  Oliid, 
wliei-e  she  met  .-iiul  manieil  Mr.  SkocU'-.  ;\Ir>. 
Cairns"  nintcninl  gr:milt';>tlior.  D.ivid  liclU-iinii.  mar- 
ried .lane  Ayres. 

Mii-liael  Kennedy  (  .■liriis.  llic  liiisliaiul  of  our  siib- 
jeet.  was  born  near  Helfast,  Ireland.  Jan.  4,  182(1, 
and  aceoniiiiinying-  his  parent*  to  America  when  lie 
was  six  years  of  age,  located  with  them  in  Harrison 
County,  Ohio.  He  died  in  Li\  ioiiston  County 
April  10.  1883.  He  was  the  seventh  child  in  a 
family  of  eight,  the  others  of  whom  married  and  are 
recorded  as  follows:  Margaret  married  Samuel 
M.aek.  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  has  ten  children,  and  now 
lives  in  Harrison  County.  Ohio:  Milliam  married 
Margaret  McC.ayd.  whodird  mid  left  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  live  in  Ohio;  Samuel  married  Mabala 
Fisher,  and  dying  left  two  children,  who  live  in 
Harrison  County,  Ohio;  Isaliella  marrieil  (icorge 
Johnston,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Texas: 
Moses  married  .Sarah  Knight,  and  is  now  deceased; 
Kleanor  married  John  Johnston,  has  nine  children, 
and  lives  at  Bloomington,  111.;  John  is  married  and 
lives  in  Texas,  but  has  no  children.  During  the 
war  he  was  im|nessed  into  the  service  in  the  South- 
ern army  and  served  three  years.  Tlie  father  of 
Mr.  Cairns  was  named  Michael,  and  lie  was  married 
in  Ireland  to  Miss  Isabella  Kennedy. 
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i'ffi^'.  Livingston  Coiinlv  are  more  wortiiv  of 
^^y  re| presentation  in  this  Ai,i'.r>r  than  the  sub- 
ject of  this  liiograiihy.  He  has  been  located  in 
Hrouglitfiii  Township  since  the  spring  of  1867, 
when  he  settled  upon  his  present  farm,  which  \w 
had  purch.ised  some  time  before,  and  uhii-li  now  in- 
cludes 3(10  acres  of  valuable  Ijiiid.  coiiiiiii.siiig  a  part 
of  «ection»  3:!  and  .'54,  the  residence  being  on  tlic  for- 
mer. This  is  a  comfortalilc  and  well  .appointed 
structure,  with  a  good  barn  and  all  other  necessary 
iMit-buildiiigs  convenient  fur  llu-  >toilng  of  iirain 
and  the  shelter  of  stock,  rijc  entire  preiuises.  wear- 
ing as  it  doe.s  the  ap|(e;iraiiee  of  eoniforl  and  plenty, 
i.**  exceedingly  pleasant  for  the  eye  in  dwell  upon. 
The  proprietor  is  our-  of  the  M-lf-made  men  of 
1  I     Livingston  County,  who  began  life  for  liini-elf  in  .a 


liiiiidile  Ilia  11  lie  1-  ai:d  lias  cli  in  bed  up  steadily  until  lie 
oc(aipies  ;i  good  iiosition  >ocially  and  linaneially 
aiiioug  his  neiglibors. 

Mr.  Murphy  was  born  in  County  Tipperary, 
Ireland,  Aug.  '2i,  isii),  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Talbert)  Minpby,  natives  of  the  same 
locality.  He  was  the  fifth  child  of  the  family,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  modest  home  of  his 
IKirents,  receiving  a  limited  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  He  was  deprived  of  most  of  the  ad- 
vantages afforded  the  young  men  of  to-day,  and 
earlj'  in  life  was  made  acqtiainted  with  its  toils  and 
struggles.  He  continued  in  Ireland  until  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age,  and  had  not  made  a  tithe  of  the 
progress  to  which  his  ambition  aspired.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  spring  of  1 846  he  gathered  together 
his  family  and  their  personal  effects,  and  bidding 
adieu  to  the  friends  of  his  childhood  took  passage 
on  a  sailing-vessel  bound  from  Liverpool  to  New 
Yoi-k  City.  A  month  later  he  set  foot  upon  Amer- 
ican soil,  and  from  the  Empire  Cit3'  proceeded  to 
Massachusetts,  where  he  was  engaged  a  year  at 
wagon-making,  which  trade  he  had  learned  in  the 
old  country.  He  then  removed  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  for  a  time,  and  then 
went  over  into  Canada,  where  he  met  his  fate  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Ann  Roach,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried Sept.  1,  18;')0.  This  lady  was  also  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  Miles  and  Bridget 
Roach,  who  emigr.ated  to  America  in  1834,  when 
their  daughter  Ann  was  about  fourteen  j-ears  of 
age,  settling  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  After 
four  years  he  returned  to  Ireland,  where  he  staid 
one  year,  and  then  came  to  the  United  States,  where 
the  death  of  both  occurred  in  middle  life. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  took  up  their  residence  in 
Miiitsville,  Canada,  whei'e  they  remained  until  the 
s|jriiig  of  18ri2,  and  then  coming  to  the  West, 
loeateil  tiist  ill  LaSalle,  whence  in  1867  they  re- 
moved upon  their  present  farm.  Mr.  Murphy  was 
sofin  re(a)gnized  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  com- 
niunil.y,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  been  quite 
prouiiueut.  serving  as  School  Director  seven  years, 
and  In  other  respects  indicating  himself  to  be  .an 
lioiioraiile  and  worthy  citizen.  The  family  be- 
long to  the  C'atholic  ('hnrch  at  Campus. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphj'  there  were  born  twelve 
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children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows:  Elizabeth 
is  the  wife  of  Patrick  Ferguson,  of  Broughton 
Township;  Maria  was  married  to  Aniel  Olirey,  of 
Ottawa,  111. ;  John  married  Julia  Cooling,  and  is  a 
resident  of  Chicago;  Sarah  J.  died  in  the  Convent 
of  the  Servite  Sisters,  Chicago,  when  twent^y-two 
years  of  age;  Margaret  for  the  last  seven  years  has 
been  a  nun  with  the  Servite  Sisters;  Norahis  tlie  wife 
of  William  McDermot,  of  Butte  City,  Mont. ;  Alice, 
Miles,  Martina,  George,  Francis  and  Charles  are  at 
home.  The  Murphy  children  received  good  ad- 
vantages for  schooling,  and  Elizabetli,  Maria  and 
Norah  were  engaged  in  teaching  before  marriage. 
Alice  developed  considerable  musical  talent,  and 
is  a  good  performer  on  the  piano,  besides  being 
competent  as  a  teacher  of  this  art,  in  wliich  she  was 
engaged  for  a  time  at  Emington. 

R.  CYRUS  H.  BARR,  physician  and  drug- 
gist, and  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of 
Dwight,  is  descended  from  English  ances- 
try who  came  to  this  countr3'  with  the 
Puritans.  The  Barr  family  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  New  York  State.  On  the  maternal  side 
Dr.  Barr  descends  from  the  Austin  family,  members 
of  which  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Rhode 
Island.  The  old  log  cabin  still  stands  near  East 
Greenwich,  that  State,  that  was  the  first  home  of 
the  Austins  in  Rhode  Island.  Dr.  Barr  is  thus  a 
descendant  of  the  pioneers  of  tliree  States,  New 
York,  Rhode  Island  and  Illinois. 

Aaron  Barr,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  lived 
near  Norwich,  Chenango  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  Ethan  R.  Bnrr,  tlic  father 
of  our  suliject,  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  New 
York.  He  first  learned  farming,  and  afterward 
practiced  as  a  veterinary  surgeon,  being  one  of  the 
first  in  Illinois;  afterward  he  was  supercargo  on 
a  steamer  running  from  New  Orleans  to  Aspinwall 
on  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  Subsequently  he  re- 
turned to  Rhode  Island,  and  married  Miss  Emily  A. 
Bennett,  of  East  Greenwich,  a  daughter  of  'J'homas 
and  Emily  (Austin)  Bennett,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  three  children  :  Cyrus  H.,  July  10,  1854; 
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Albert  W.,  June  3,  1859,  and  Lloyd  C,  May  29, 
1862.  In  1S')6  Mv.  Barr  removed  to  Illinois,  and 
settling  on  a  farm  in  Grundy  County,  remained 
there  luitil  his  deatli  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  fiftj'-six 
years.  When  he  came  to  Dwight  there  were  but 
few  houses  in  the  village  and  tiie  country  was  wild 
prairie. 

Dr.  Cyrus  H.  Barr  was  born  in  East  Greenwich, 
R.  I..  July  10, 1854,  and  was  brought  to  this  county 
by  his  parents  when  but  four  yearS  of  age.  He 
obtained  his  education  at  the  Morris  Normal  School, 
and  his  medical  education  at  the  Chicago  Medical 
College,  of  which  institution  he  is  a  gTaduate.  He 
began  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Dwight  in  the 
spring  of  1882.  The  year  following  he  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  the  drug-store  owned  by  C.  M. 
Baker,  but  subsequently  took  up  his  residence  in 
Wilmington.  In  the  spring  of  1884  he  returned  to 
Dwigiit  and  purchased  the  remaining  half  of  the 
store,  which  he  now  conducts  in  connection  with 
the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  is  a  skillful  and 
relial)le  physician,  and  numbers  his  friends  and  pa- 
trons among  the  best  people  of  the  county. 

On  the  11th  of  March.  1884,  Dr.  Barr  married 
Miss  Minnie  A.,  daughter  of  Charles  W.  ami  Mary 
G.  (Myers)  Cook,  of  Wilmington,  111.,  formerly  of 
New  York.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Barr  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  daughter  named  Leila.  Politically  Dr. 
Barr  is  an  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  fraternally  he  has  taken  three  de- 
grees in  Masonry  which  are  conferred  by  the  Blue 
Lodge. 
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^OHN  H.  AMSLER,  an  important  factor  in 
I  the  farming  eommnnit}'  of  Indian  Gr'ove 
I  Township,  came  to  this  section  during  the 
<^^J  early  days  of  its  settlement,  and  set  himself 
about  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  home. 
Like  many  of  the  pioneers  of  Livingston  County, 
he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, his  birthplace  being  in  York  County,  and  the 
date  thereof  Jan.  2.  1832. 

When  our  subject  was  but  a  child  five  year,-  of 
age,  his  father  migrated  to  the  West,  taking  up  his 
residence  upon  the  present  site  of  Peoria.     There 
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was  then  l>ut  little  ovidenee  of  the  beautiful  niul 
ttourishiiig  city  which  now  greets  the  eye  of  tiic 
traveler.  A  few  months  later  the  elder  Anisler 
entered  lf<0  acres  of  land  in  Woodford  Cdiuity. 
ten  miles  from  where  he  had  fii>t  sto]>ped,  and  here 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood. 
He  received  but  a  limited  education,  and  spent  his 
early  years  aftei'  the  manner  of  the  sons  of  pioneer 
fanners.  lie  remained  under  the  p;irentnl  roof 
until  about  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  mid  \va>  then 
united  in  marri.age  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  (  lifton,  who 
has  ever  been  to  him  a  true  friend  and  companion. 

Mrs.  Amsler  was  born  in  Woodfurd  t'unnty,  111., 
Sept.  ."),  1  f 42.  and  is  the  daughter  of  Levi  and 
."^.-irah  (Sowders)  Clifton,  natives  respectively  of 
Ohio  and  "Virginia.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occuiwtion,  and  departed  this  life  in  Woodford 
County  about  1854,  followed  by  the  mother  two 
years  later;  both  were  members  of  the  New-Light 
Church.  The  i)arent;il  household  included  seven 
chiMren,  two  of  whom,  Douglas  and  Ernest,  are 
now  deceased.  Those  surviving  besides  Mrs.  Ams- 
ler, are,  Cora,  the  wife  of  K.  W.  Burger,  of  Kinij-- 
nian.  Kan.;  Charles.  Ida  and  Amber. 

Mr.  Amsler  removed  from  Woodford  to  McLean 
County  in  ISOG.  and  in  18S3  came  to  this  countv, 
where  his  property  includes  eighty  acres  of  finclv 
cidtivated  land,  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Fair- 
fielil,  besides  a  6ne  residence  in  the  cit}.  lie  still 
continues  the  superintendence  of  his  farm,  and 
spends  his  leisure  time  in  Fairbury,  where  his  liome 
is  replete  with  all  the  comforts  of  modern  life.  Dur- 
ing his  later  years  on  the  farm,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention largely  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  makiny 
a  .-pecialty  ot  blooded  draft  horses  and  Poland- 
China  swine.  He  usually  does  his  own  shippinii-, 
and  ha>  realized  a  small  fortune  from  his  ojiera- 
lions  in  this  department  of  agriculture.  Asa  mem- 
ber r>f  society  he  has  been  the  en<'ourager  of  those 
eiitei-|jrises  c:ilculatcd  for  the  mor.nl  and  intellect- 
ual growth  of  the  people,  and  with  iiis  family  is  a 
member  and  regul:u-  attendant  of  (lie  Christian 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  Deacon  foi-  llie  Inst 
ten  years,  .and  Trustee  for  prc^babiy  more  than  that 
length  of  time.  In  politieal  nuitters  he  is  di  cidedlv 
Democratic. 

The   |«irenl-    of    our    -ulije<t,    .John    an-j    Annic! 
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(Brock)  Amsler,  were  natives  of  Switzerland,  where 
the  mother  was  born  Nov.  ."!,  1802,  and  the  father 
July  10,  lisOd.  They  were  married  in  1828,  and 
are  still  living,  enjojing  in  a  remaikable  degree 
their  physical  strength,  and  still  employed  activety 
aboiil  their  lioniestead  in  Washington,  Tazewell 
Co.,  111.  Botli  are  iiiemliers  of  the  German  Evan- 
gelical Church,  in  which  the  father  specially  has 
been  prominent  and  has  for  many  years  held  the 
office  of  Treasurer.  They  had  a  family  of  eight 
children.  The  eldest  son,  Jacob,  started  for  Ore- 
gon in  ISol.  and  since  l.sTO  they  have  had  no  word 
from  him  or  trace  of  him.  The  others  besides  our 
subject  were  named  respectivelj^:  Susan,  Mary, 
Henry,  Christo])her,  Maggie  and  .Samuel. 

IIADDKIS  S.  McDonald,  a  prominent 
grain  buj'er  and  stock-raiser  of  Round  Grove 
Townshiji,  makes  his  headquarters  at  Cam- 
pus, near  where  he  settled  in  the  spring  of  1880, 
and  has  a  good  farm  on  section  27.  This  comprises 
320  acres  of  land,  with  suitable  farm  buildings  and 
all  the  conveniences  for  carrying  on  agriculture 
and  stock-raising  after  the  most  approved  methods. 
The  childhood  daj-s  of  Mr.  McDonald  were  spent 
at  his  birthplace  in  Taylor  County.  \V.  ^'a.,  where 
he  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  Jan.  27,  1849. 
He  continued  there  with  his  father's  family  until 
a  youth  of  fifteen  years,  and  they  then  all  migrated 
to  Illinois,  locating  in  Esmen  Township,  this  count}', 
where  Thaddeus  S.  passed  his  early  manhood  and 
resided  until  the  spring  of  11S8U.  His  industry  and 
enterprise  were  indicated  at  an  early  age,  and  he 
became  familiar  with  farming  pui'suits,  which  he  has 
followed  all  his  life.  He  occupied  his  farm  four 
years,  ami  in  l.s,s4  took  up  his  residence  in  Campus, 
where  lie  has  a  ue.at  dwelling  with  attractive  sur- 
louiidiiigs,  mill  is  nuniliered  among  the  valued 
mcmlieis  of  the  conininiiily.  He  has  represented 
Round  (iiove  Tounslilp  in  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  t\v(_i  yems,  and  socially  is  a  member  of 
Cabery  Lodge  No.  (ISl,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.  In  politics 
he  su|)ports  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 
The  marriage  of  Thaddeus  S.  McDonald  and 
iMiss  Ella  \'.  Bradlej'  took  [ilaceat  the  home  of  the 
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bride  in  Aiiiitv  Township,  March  11,  1877.  Mrs. 
MeUDiinld  is  fi  niitivp  (if  Illinois,  and  was  Imni 
July  12,  lS,")."i.  They  h;ive  an  interesting  family 
of  five  children,  named  respectively:  Delta  A'., 
Blanche  M.,  Frani<  1'.,  Ina  K.  and  Thaddeus  .1. 
The  elder  children  are  pursuing  their  studies  in  the 
district  school,  and  all  will  receive  the  advantages 
of  a  gooil  education,  as  Mr.  McDonald  is  a  liighly 
intelligent  man  and  most  decidedly  in  favor  of 
"  book-learning." 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Patrick  F.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Husted)  McDonald,  were  born  in  Taylor 
County,  W.  Va.,  coming  to  this  county  in  the  spring 
of  1864.  Their  family  included  seven  children,  of 
whom  Thaddeus  S.  was  the  eldest.  Of  these  six 
survive,  and  five  are  residents  of  Illinois  and  one  of 
Kansas.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  McDonald,  James 
and  Nancy  (Bartholomew)  Bradley,  were  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Livingston  Countj'  and  located 
in  Amitj'  Townshii^,  where  they  assisted  in  develop- 
ing its  resources,  building  up  a  good  homestead 
and  rearing  their  children  to  become  worthy  and 
efficient  meniljers  of  society.  The  father  died  Dec. 
23,  1861 ;  the  mother  is  still  living,  and  a  resident 
of  Cornell.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  the 
youngest  of  the  familj%  and  with  her  brothers  and 
sisters  received  careful  home  training  and  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools. 


^^s^  AMLTEL  iVIILLS  is  successfully  engaged  in 
^^^  farming  and  stock-raising  on  sections,  Es- 
(l\£_ll)  men  Township,  where  he  owns  200  acres 
of  land  and  has  established  a  comfortable 
homestead,  receiving  as  the  reward  of  industry  and 
economy,  the  good  things  of  life  which  he  lias  so 
lichly  earned.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a  native 
of  England,  being  born  near  Loudon  on  the  6th 
of  Maj',  11S48,  and  was  the  fourth  in  a  famllj'  of 
twelve  children  born  to  George  and  Sarah  (Shad- 
well)  Mills,  who  were  natives  of  England.  Tlic  pa- 
tern.al  grandparents  were  Richard  and  Sarali  Mills, 
who  were  also  English  people,  while  the  maternal 
grandparents  were  Samuel  and  Jane  Shadwell. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Mills  was  a  herdsman  by  (jccupa- 
tiou,  and  followed  that  calling  hi  his  native  country. 


Samuel  Mills  was  reared  to  stock-herding,  and 
when  a  boy  was  so  constantly  engaged  in  that  work 
that  Ills  opportunities  for  obtaining  an  education 
were  very  limited.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
left  the  parental  i(i(if  aiKJ  ft)|lowcd  the  occupation 
of  a  herdsniau  until  twenty  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  concluded  to  seek  a  home  in  America.  Ac- 
companied by  Percival  Kimber  and  his  sister,  he 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  steamship  "Nebraska," 
and  landed  at  Castle  Garden  after  fourteen  days 
on  the  ocean.  He  at  once  starte<l  for  Illinois,  where 
the  Kimbers  had  relatives  living  at  Ottawa,  and  en- 
gaged at  farm  work.  In  January,  1871,  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Kimber,  who  liad  made  the  voyage 
across  the  ocean  with  him  and  her  brother.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Je.sse  and  Alice  (Ackert)  Kimber, 
who  were  natives  of  England  and  emigrated  to 
America,  where  both  have  since  died. 

Mr.  Mills  and  wife  first  lived  with  her  uncle, 
William  Kimber,  two  years,  and  then  moved  down 
near  Ottawa,  where  he  rented  land  and  farmed  for  a 
term  of  six  years.  He  then  came  to  Livingston 
Count}',  and  bought  200  acres  of  improved  land 
upon  which  he  now  resides,  cultivating  this  farm 
himself  and  making  a  specialty  of  stock-raising. 
He  is  the  father  of  three  children — Letitia  Alice, 
Nellie  Jeauette  and  Jessie  Arthur,  all  of  whom  live 
with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Mills  is  not  vei^-  active  in  political  matters, 
and  acts  and  votes  iiidependentlj'.  Considering  his 
age  and  opportunities  he  has  been  very  successful 
since  coming  to  this  country,  and  has  made  good 
use  of  the  opportunities  afforded  here  to  enterpris- 
ing men.  He  has  an  excellent  farm,  which  is  well 
improved  and  productive,  and  has  already  situated 
himself  so  as  to  be  independent  the  balance  of  his 
life.  On  another  page  of  this  volume  is  shown  a 
view  of  Mr.  Mills'  homestead. 

=>-S— * — o<&r«illiii>-i!esi.o— a.— f<?» 

lEORGE  L.  TAYLOR  is  a  successful  farmer 
and  land-holder  of  Dwight  Township,  and  is 
of  pure  Scotch  origin.  James  Taylor,  his 
grandfather,  was  a  silk  manufacturer  of  Paisley, 
Scotland,  where  he  was  engaged  in  manufacturing 
the  celebrated  Paisley'  shawls.  In  his  religious  doc- 
trines he  was  an  adherent  of  the  old  Scotch  Coven- 
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antei-s.     lie  was  the  father  of  seven  ehiUlreii  anrl 
lived  to  be  very  aged. 

AVilliani  Taylor,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our 
sketeh.  wa:s  bom  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  Dec.  12, 
I8O1'.  jxa.^siug  his  early  life  in  the  strict  training  of 
the  old  Covenanters.  He  was  given  a  good  coni- 
nion-sehool  education  and  learned  silk  manufactur- 
ing of  liis  father,  in  whidi  he  became  much  skilled 
and  ctuitinned  until  twenty-flve  years  of  age.  In 
1826,  the  3'ear  made  famous  on  account  of  the 
death  of  Jefferson  and  Adduis.  ^Ir.  Taylor  came  to 
this  country,  and  was  first  employed  in  a  glass  man- 
ufactory in  Charlestown,  Mass.  He  was  afterward 
foreman  in  cotton  factories  at  Newton,  Mass.,  at 
Newport,  R.  I.,  and  other  places,  following  this 
business  eighteen  ^'ears.  In  1 847  he  married  Mrs. 
Prentice,  widow  of  George  Prentice,  of  Lanark, 
Lanarkshire,  Scotland.  Tiie  result  of  this  marriage 
was  tiirec  children,  one  of  whom  is  now  living. 
Agnes  (commonly  called  Nancj'),  who  married 
William  McCartney,  of  Central  Falls,  R.  I.  The 
maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Prentice  was  Agnes  Logan, 
and  her  parents  were  William  and  James  (Gibson) 
Logan,  natives  of  the  same  place  as  Mr.  Prentice. 
Her  marriage  with  Mr.  Taylor  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  one  son.  George  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

In  18.')2  Ml-.  Taylor  moved  to  Highland,  Grundy 
Co.,  111.,  and  i)UrclKasing  land  of  the  Government 
began  f.arming,  and  remained  on  the  same  faiin 
thirty  years.  Being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Illinois 
he  has  seen  the  State  grow  from  the  raw  and  un- 
broken prairie  to  its  present  condition  of  greatness 
in  city,  town  and  country.  He  was  the  owner  of 
the  first  te.ani  of  horses  ever  seen  in  Highland  Town- 
ship. Among  the  amusements  of  the  early  settlers 
was  the  wolf  hunt,  in  which  all  joined,  and  which 
nearly  always  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  many 
of  the.<e  pests.  In  18H1  he  removed  to  his  present 
residence,  which  is  appropriately  named  "Maple 
Croft,"  consisting  of  H'.O  .'icres  of  land  within  one 
mile  of  Ijwight,  as  fertile  and  (inely  situated  as  any 
fanii  in  tlii-  township.  Politically  Mr.  Taylor  was 
an  old-iiiie  Whig,  during  the  existence  of  that 
IKirty.  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republiemi 
|«rty  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  therewitj].  lie 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  KpiscoiKil  Clinrcli,  in 
which    he  has   hehj    the   oflice  of  Steward.      He  has 


also  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  manj' 
years,  during  which  time  he  has  been  active  in  pro- 
moting educational  matters.  As  the  result  of  a  tem- 
perate and  industrious  life,  Mr.  T.aylor  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  is  yet  a  hale  and  hearty  man,  and  is 
a  fine  example  of  the  sturdy  race  from  which  he 
sprang.  By  his  own  efforts  he  has  accumulated  con- 
siderable property,  both  personal  and  real,  and  his 
declining  years  are  comforted  by  his  wife,  a  ladj' 
of  superior  intelligence  and  undiinmed  facnlities 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 

George  L.  T.aylor,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
born  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  Sept.  11,  1848.  and  was 
brought  to  Illinois  by  his  parents  when  but  four 
j^ears  of  age,  jiassing  his  early  life  amid  the  scenes 
and  hardships  incident  to  pioneer  life  in  a  new 
.State.  As  best  he  could  he  obtained  a  common- 
school  education,  and  devoted  the  summer  months 
to  acquiring  a  practical  knowledge  of  farming.  In 
1872  Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss  Emma  J., 
daughter  of  James  J.  and  Catherine  (Numer)  Good- 
win, of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.  To  them  have 
been  born  four  daughters — Nora  A.,  Nellie  C, 
Linnie  L.  and  Constance  D. 

Sir.  Taylor  has  remained  with  his  father  and  con- 
ducted the  home  farm  for  many  years.  The  extent 
of  his  membership  in  .social  orders  is  in  being  an 
Odd  Fellow,  of  which  order  he  is  a  bright  and  act- 
ive member.  Like  his  father  he  is  an  ardent  Re- 
publican, and  allows  no  opportunity  to  pass  wherebj- 
he  can  jM'omote  the  interests  of  that  party.  He  is  a 
prominent  farmer  of  the  new  and  progressive  school, 
and  merits  the  reputation  which  he  has  of  being  an 
upright,  energetic  and  enterprising  man.  His 
children  are  bright  and  interesting,  and  his  good 
wife  shares  with  iiira  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all 
their  neighliors. 

As  illustrative  of  the  homesteads  that  have  su- 
perseded the  "hut  in  some  vast  wilderness"  of  this 
count}',  we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  on  another 
l)age  of  this  Ali»i;m  a  view  of  Mr.  Taylor's  resi- 
dence with  its  environments. 

'JIOMAS  N.   LANGAN,   who  has    a  reputa- 

%fi?\\   '''""  ""'"""bont  Illinois  as  an   importer  and 

breedei-    of    tlioiouglilircd    Clydesdale    and 

Shire  horses,  .md   is  a    well-known  citizen   of  Sun- 


•^m^4^ 


■•►-.fr--^ 


f 


AU2i"^S^S^^lMi 


Residence    of  W^?  Flanigan.Sec.IS.Sunbury Township 


^r'^^^ggagg'ywr^ 


Res  ofT.N.Lan6an|BreederofShire&ClydesdaleHorses)SecI2,SunburyTownship, 


-4*- 


»»  ■-» 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


lOllI 


bury  Township,  was  born  in  Eagle  Township,  La- 
Salle  County,  on  the  31st  of  August,  1855,  and  is  the 
oldest  sou  of  James  and  Catherine  (Coffey)  Langan, 
of  whom  see  sketch  in  another  part  of  this  Album. 

Thomas  Langan  was  ten  years  of  age  when  he 
came  to  this  county'  with  iiis  parents,  and  received 
his  early  education  in  the  district  schools,  afterward 
attending  tlie  Christian  Brothers'  College  at  La- 
Salle.  He  also  attended  three  terms  at  the  Normal 
Scliool  at  Normal,  111.,  and  took  a  seicutific  course 
at  the  Morris  Normal  Schmil.  During  this  time,  - 
when  not  at  school,  he  was  engaged  at  farming.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage  he  settled  on  the  farm  he 
now  owns  and  occupies,  on  sections  12  and  1,  in 
.Sunbury  Township,  consisting  of  240  acres,  all  en- 
closed by  a  good  hedge  fence,  excepting  that  part 
which  lies  along  the  i-ailroad,  which  has  a  wire 
fence. 

On  April  17,  1K.S4,  Mr.  Langan  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Mallaue3',  who  was  born  in  Vienna 
Township,  Grundy  Co.,  111.,  on  the  loth  of  Octo- 
ber, l<s()3.  Her  father,  John  Mullaney,  was  born 
in  County  Sligo,  Ireland,  and  his  father,  also  John, 
was  born  in  the  same  county,  where  he  remained 
during  his  life.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Langan  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  conntrj^,  and  then  coming 
to  the  United  States,  went  at  once  to  Ottawa,  La- 
Salle  County,  where  he  was  employed  on  the  public 
works.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  prairie  land 
in  Grundy  Countj^  which  he  paid  for  with  money 
earned  on  the  public  works.  He  improved  this 
farm,  which  consisted  of  over  400  acres,  and  died 
there  on  the  7tii  of  February,  1884.  The  maiden 
name  of  Mrs.  Langan's  mother  was  Mary  Burke, 
who  was  born  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  her  father 
was  Patrick  Burke,  while  his  father,  the  great- 
grandfather of  JNIrs.  Langan,  was  born  in  America, 
of  Irish  parentage;  was  married  in  this  country, 
and  then  went  to  Ireland,  where  he  died.  The 
name  of  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Langan  was  Mar- 
garet Hall,  who  was  born  in  Tipperary*,  and  resides 
there  now,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langan  have  one  child  living, 
named  John  Josepii,  while  two  children  die<l  in  in- 
fancy. The  business  in  which  our  subject  is  en- 
gaged— that  of  raising  Cl.ydesdale  and  Shire  horses 
— is  one  that  requires  considerable  care  and   atten- 
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tion,  and  involves  the  investment  of  large  sums  of 
money.  Mr.  Langan's  success  indicates  that  he  is 
ampl}-  possessed  of  all  the  requirements.  His  stock 
has  a  reputation  second  to  none  in  the  State,  and 
meets  a  ready  market  for  the  full  product. 

We  have  pleasure  in  presenting  on  another   page 
of  this  volume  a  view  of  Mr.  Langan's   homestead. 


EASON  SPRINGER,  a  resident  of  Long 
Point  Township,  on  the  western  line  of  Liv- 
;'ll\\l  ingston  County,  ovvns  and  occupies  a  sn\ig 
w@>  homestead  including  eighty  acres  of  land 
under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  supplied  with 
convenient  and  comfortable  farm  buildings.  A 
view  of  the  place  is  shown  in  this  work.  He  is  lo- 
cated on  section  25,  and  took  |)ossession  of  his  pres- 
ent property  in  1  863. 

Mr.  Springer  is  a  native  of  Vermilion  County, 
this  State,  and  was  born  Dec.  18,  1837.  His  par- 
ents, Nathan  and  Lydia  (Lucas)  Springer,  were  na- 
tives of  Oliio.  The  former  was  born  Feb.  11,  1803, 
and  was  the  son  of  Uriah  and  Mary  (Long)  Springer, 
who  were  married  July  30,  17i)t).  Their  .son  Na- 
than, the  father  of  our  subject,  was  married  about 
1820,  to  Miss  Lydia  Lucas,  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1831,  being  one  of  the  earliest  i)ioneers  of  Vermil- 
ion County.  After  a  residence  there  of  twenty 
years,  he  removed  to  this  county,  settling  first  in 
Amity  Township,  whence  a  year  later  he  removed 
to  Long  Point,  and  locating  on  section  25,  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising.  The  parental  house- 
hold was  completed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children, 
namely:  Lavina,  Amanda,  Presley,  Mahala,  Zadok, 
Reason,  Margaret  Ann,  Nathan,  Lydia  Ellen  and 
Luretta. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  child  of  his  parents. 
He  had  been  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy, and  wlicn  twenty  years  of  age  commenced 
life  for  himself.  His  marriage  to  Agnes  Ardell 
Ilalbert  took  place  at  tiic  lu^nie  of  the  bride  in  Pon- 
tiac  Township  June  1  1,  1880.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Sophia  (Plow)  Ilalbert,  natives  of 
Illinois.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was  also  born  in 
this  St,:ite,  Dec-.  7,  1  SCO.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
liirtli  of  four  children,  namel}' :  Levina  Ardell,  born 
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July  I,  1882:  Rea.*on  Ellsworth,  Fel>.  20,  1884: 
Nfllio  Joscphino,  Orl.  U.  1885:  'Sh\hc\  M:ii-y, 
M:iieh  31.  1887. 

The  wife  of  our  #ul)jert  was  reared  in  the  family 
of  Miehael  Kenney  until  oi^ht  years:  of  aye.  and  re- 
eeived  her  education  in  the  district  school.  Tier 
father's  family  consisted  of  four  children,  namely: 
Sarah  Alice,  now  of  I'eoria;  Alonzo  W..  of  I'exas; 
Airno>.  Mi's.  Sprinuer,  and  Addle,  a  resident  of 
Ottawa.  Upon  the  lireakinu  out  of  the  late  war 
Mr.  Sprinuer  enlisted  in  Company  ('.  oiHli  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  served  over  eleven  nH)nth>;  then,  on 
:iccount  of  a  severe  attack  of  measles  which  disa- 
hled  him  f<^ir  further  duty  as  a  soldier,  he  was  given 
an  hoin>r:d>le  discharge,  and  returned  North.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  met  the  enemy  in  several  skir- 
mishes, hut.  with  his  company,  was  detailed  princi- 
pally to  iiuard  <hity. 

Mr.  iiud  Mrs.  Springer,  after  their  niarriage,  lo- 
catctl  on  the  parental  homeste.ad,  where  they  have 
>iiice  remained,  and  to  the  farm  operations  of  which 
he  has  iriven  his  entire  attention  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  lie  has  become  one  of  the  familiar  figures 
in  Long  Point  Township,  wlnie  he  enjoys  the  con- 
ihlence  and  esteem  of  the  entire  comniunitj'.  l\lr. 
."Springer's  father  is  deceased;  the  mother  still  sni'- 
vive.-.  and  is  living  in  Amity  ^Township. 


AKON      WlNlllliol'      KKLL()(;(i 


the 


^fui     fourth    of    eleven    cliildien    iiorn    to    Kov. 

Til.  Hiram  H.  , -Mid  .Mary  (Cliandh'r)  Kellogg, 
Q^l!  was  horn  in    (  linton,    Oneida    Co.,  X.    Y., 

Nov.  7,  18:3.'>.  lie  came  to  Illinois  with  his 
father's  faujjly  in  IHU,  and  this  State  has  been  his 
home  most  of  the  time  since  that  date. 

The  iiarei.ts  of  Kev.  Ilirani  11.  Kellogg  migrated 
from  Coiniecticul  to  Oneida  County,  N.  Y..  100 
ye.-ir.t  ago,  and  assisli'd  in  f:,]]i\'w^  the  colony  from. 
wliicli  sprang  the  Indi.-oi  m-|ioo|  ,,(  licv.  Samuel 
Kirkland,  which  grew  into  Hamilton  College,  the 
(lc>ffndant«  of  whom  held  their  Centennial  celebm- 

tloii  at   Clinton  Ihc   |)jist   sun r,  svliich    I'l-esident 

Cleveland,  a  foi'mer  resi<l(-nt  of  lli.it  villauc,  al- 
teiifled,  and  at  wliicli  he  inad(^  llie  ~pe(  cli  whielj  was 
-o  jil.tlly  praiserl  fi,i-  it,',   manner  .ind    njatler,      i;e\. 


Mr.  Kellogg  esfciblished  at  Clinton  one  of  the  first 
fem.ale  seminaries  in  the  country.  The  founders  of 
the  now  famous  Mount  llolyoke  Seminary  visited 
his  school  for  the  purpose  of  learning  what  they 
could  of  the  pioneer  institution  before  starting  their 
enterpri.se.  He  very  early  also  became  intereste<l 
in  the  temi)eianceand  anti-slavery  movements,  and 
stood  with  (krritt  Smith,  Beriah  Green,  Alvin 
Stew;irt  and  the  little  band  of  Abolitionists  who 
made  their  power  felt  in  Central  New  York  along  in 
the  thirties.  He  was  a  w;mn  personal  friend  of 
Albert  Barnes,  and  stood  li}'  him  in  his  position 
which  resulted,  finall3-,  in  the  division  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  into  the  so-called  Old  and 
New  School  br.'inehes.  lie  ji.)ined  the  Rev.  (ieorge 
^V.  (iale  in  his  plan  of  founding  a  colony  and  a 
Christian  and  .•inti-slaver}'  scht.iol  in  the  (then) 
West,  and  was  elected  the  first  President  of  Knox 
College  at  Galesburg,  111.  lie  held  this  position 
six  years,  during  which  time  Galesburg  was  known 
all  over  this  portion  of  the  State  as  a  "nigger  hole," 
and  the  men  and  women  who  lived  there  were 
known  ever}' where  as  Abolitionists.  It  was  one  of 
the  principal  stations  of  the  ''under-ground  rail- 
road," and  no  fugitive  was  evei'  turned  back  to 
slavery  after  reaching  th.at  burg. 

During  these  years  Rev.  Hiriim  Kellogg  was  the 
associate  of  Owen  Lovejo}',  Ichabod  Codding, 
William  T.  Allen,  Dr.  Charles  Dyer,  Philo  Carpen- 
ter and  others  who  lived  to  see  the  odious  name  of 
'•  Abolitionist"  respected.  While  at  Galesburg  he 
sirved  as  pastor  of  the  first  church  there  and  after- 
ward carried  on  schools  or  preached  at  various 
places,  including  Clinton,  Rome  and  Marshall,  N. 
Y.;  ^Vashingtou,  111.;  Marshalltown,  DesMoines, 
(iutlii'i<'  and  Newton,  Iowa:  and  Baraboo,  Wis.; 
and  died  at  Mt,  Forest,  111..  Jan.  1.  1881,  when 
nearly  eighty  years  of  .age. 

Aaron  W.  Kellogg  p.assed  his  youtliful  d.ays  at 
( ialesliurg,  attending  the  comni(.)n  school,  with  its 
little  Wooden  benches,  the  onl}-  one  at  that  time  in 
the  village.  When  eleven  years  of  age  he  returned 
to  his  native  eonnty  ami  remained  in  school  there 
until  the  fall  of  1  sr,  I ,  then  came  back  to  (Jalesburg 
and  prep.'ucd  lor  i-ollege.  In  1  MjTi  he  once  more 
rclnrned  to  Clinton,  and  w:is  gradnateil  from  llaniil- 
l(in  Colleg<'  in  Is.'iT.      He  siiliserpienti}'  studied  law 


■^^ 


•*-HI 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


1093 


with  Pi'of.  T.  W.  Dwight,  now  of  the  Columbia 
Law  Schuoi  ill  New  York  City,  but  on  account  of 
failing  health  he  engaged  in  outrloor  business  about 
eight  years,  mining  iron  ore  aiifl  lumbering.  In  the 
spring  of  1  S()(!  lie  came  to  Pontiac  and  settled  on 
the  place  which  has  since  been  his  home,  on  section 
22,  Pontiac  Township,  just  outside  the  cit^'  limits, 
where  he  engaged  in  raising  fruit.  He  soon  became 
connected  vvith  the  Pontiac  Sentinel,  and  for 
seven  j-ears  he  was  its  editor,  until  the  paper  was 
purchased  I)}'  Mr.  Alles.  He  afterward  edited  the 
Streator  Monitor  for  a  short  time,  following  which 
he  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Pontiac  three 
j'ears.  He  then  engaged  in  writing  for  firms  who 
were  engaged  in  publishing  county  histories,  and  in 
this  connection  assisted  in  writing  the  histories  of 
Livingston,  McLean,  "\'ermilion  and  Iroquois 
Counties. 

Mr.  Kellogg,  in  the  winter  of  1 87;!,  while  con- 
nected with  the  Sentinel,  was  elected  Assistant 
Postmaster  of  the  State  Senate,  and  served  in  that 
eajtacity  two  years.  During  five  winters  in  addi- 
tion, 1880  to  1885,  he  was  engaged  at  Springfield 
clerking  for  the  Legislature  and  in  the  Auditor's 
office,  and  was  at  the  same  time  correspondent  for 
several  newspapers.  Diu'ing  several  years  he  acted 
as  the  local  correspondent  of  the  Inter-Ocean  at 
Pontiac.  In  January,  1884,  at  the  request  of 
Senator  Cnllom,  he  was  appointed  Assistant  Post- 
master of  the  United  States  Senate,  which  position 
he  still  holds.  For  manj'  years  he  has  been  the 
correspondent,  first  at  Springfield  and  afterward  at 
Washington,  of  the  Peoria  Journal,  and  iiis  letters 
over  the  name  of  "Winthrop"  have  attracted  a 
good  deal  of  attention. 

From  his  earh-  education  Mr.  Kellogg  could  not 
well  have  been  other  than  a  Republican  in  politics. 
He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Fremont,  and  has  voted  at 
ever}'  election  since  except  twice,  when  \}y  change 
of  residence  he  was  not  a  voter.  He  has  never 
held  political  office  except  as  mentioned  above.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

In    December,   18G1,  Mr.   Kellogg    was    married 

at    A'ienn.'i,    Oneida    Co.,    N.    Y.,    to    Miss    Sarah 

Eiueline    Allen.     Nine  children   lia\c  lieen  born  to 

them,    all   of   whom    arc    living — (Jtliniel    Williams, 

''      M:iy     Knicliiu",     (^crtiinle      Wimiil'red,      Wintlirop 


'  Chandler,  William  Seward,  Hiram  Harlow  and  Har- 
riet Helen  (twins).  Homer  Olcason  and  Carrie  Emily. 

!    Mr.   Kellogg  has  a  pleasant    home,  and    when   not 

I  absent  officially  at  Washington,  enjoj-s  farm  life, 
c:iring  for  his  growing  crops  and  stock  and  looking 

I    out  for  the  care  and  education  of  his  children. 


^ 


LEXANDER  MONTGOMERY,  .i  model 
.■^.  farmer  located  on  section  7,  Reading Town- 
iCvk  ship,  but  whose  post-office  is  Minister, 
LaSalle  Co.,  III.,  is  a  native  of  Penns}'!- 
vania,  where  he  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  on 
the  2'M\  of  December,  1828.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
and  Fllizabeth  (Cammett)  Montgomery,  \yho  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ireland  respectively. 
The  father,  who  was  a  Pennsylvania  farmer,  died  in 
1858.  The  mother  was  born  in  1799  and  died  in 
1878.  During  her  entire  life  she  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  United  Presbj'terian  Church.  Their 
other  children  were  born  as  follows:  Isaac,  April 
11,  1813;  Mary,  Aug.  8,  1810;  Rebecca,  April  18, 
1819;  Thomas,  July  1,  182-2:  James,  Aug.  10,  1824; 
Margaret,  Aug.  22,  1820;  John,  March  2,  1831; 
Elizabeth,  March  12,  1833,  and  Sarah,  Jan.  20,  1835. 
Mary  died  Nov.  25,  1881;  Isaac.  Feb.  s,  1822; 
John,  July  20.  1838,  and  Sarah,  Oct.  28,  1842. 

Alexander  Montgomery  was  married  to  Sarah 
Stofer,  March  23,  1850.  She  was  born  March  15, 
1829,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  .and  Mary  (Stim- 
mel)  Stofer,  who  were  the  parents  of  the  f oUowing- 
n.amed  children:  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  1831, 
and  resides  in  Pennsylv.ania,  and  Sarah,  the  wife  of 
our  subject.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
1833,  and  the  father  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  1877. 
They  were  members  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church,  in 
which  they  were  active  workers  f<jr  many  years 
preceding  their  death.  The  father  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  during  his  life  manifested  much 
interest  in  politics.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  achieved  reasonable  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Montgomery  h.as 
resulted  in  the  liirtli  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living.  They  are  recorded  as  follows:  James 
was  born  J.td.  1  C.  18,t!S;  Elizalieth  was  li(jrii  June  30, 
l.S5'.i.  ami  married   \\'illiain   Walters,  who  died  June 
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;5,  18S.1,  leaving  two  i-hilclren;  John  was  born  April 
10.  ISUo:  Frank  was  born  Dec.  21,  18(!n,  and  died 
Aug.  1,  188(5:  Dora  was  born  Miircli  U:.  IsC.T; 
Seymonr.  Jan.  o,  18li8:  Mary,  July  i:i,  ISTl;  Al- 
oxaiult'r.  Niiv.  18.  1874;  Margaret  Ann  wa^  liurn 
April  ;U,  1870.  and  died  in  October,  187l':  Kva 
was  born  .Aug.  24,  1877. 

Mr.  Mimtgoniery  removed  frt)ni  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  Illinois  in  1867.  ;uul  seleeteil  his 
present  farm,  consisting  of  ItiO  aeres  of  goud  land. 
wliii-h  is  fairly  improved.  In  politics  Mr.  Mmit- 
g^miery  acts  with  the  Democratic  party,  a]ul  has 
held  the  oltice  of  Road  Sni)ervisor,  and  also  that  of 
School  Director,  eight  years.  IIi>  wife  is  an  earn- 
e.~t  member  of  the  Presbyterian  (  hiirch.  which  she 
reirularlv  attend.-. 


^g^J^i^e 


^l^^KWTON  MITCHELL.  Among  the  most 
I  jr  substantial  natives  of  foreign  countries  to 
JiXs  choose  the  United  States  for  their  home,  .ire 
those  of  Norwa3',  a  country  lying  largely  in  the 
frozen  zone,  but  the  temperature  of  which  is  uiucIl 
inodiiicd  by  the  great  extent  of  sea  coast,  the  Gulf 
.Strciini.  anil  the  large  area  occupied  by  water,  es- 
lM.-cially  1)3-  the  fiords,  which  are  in  iuuiiediate  com- 
munication with  the  sea.  Thus  tlie  native  of  Nor- 
way is  made  hardy  by  the  frigid  temperature  of  tlie 
climate,  mellowed  b\'  the  counteracting  influence 
of  the  wind>  which  pass  over  the  Gulf  Stream. 

During  the  last  half  ceiituiy  no  lemarkable 
changes  have  occurred  in  that  ccjuiitiy,  and  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  wlio  was  hoin  tlieie  on  tlie 
22d  of  January,  1824,  can  >till  icvisil  in  his  imag- 
ination, the  scenes  amidst  whiih  hi'  wa>  reared  to 
manhood,  with  the  knowledge  tiiat  liiey  have  not 
been  impaired  by  the  ravages  of  tinic  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell received  an  excellent  education  in  his  native 
language.  :iiid  in  1M.')4,  at  the  age  ol  thiity,  enii- 
graled  Uj  America,  where  after  an  ocean  vo\a;i(' 
that  WHS  full  of  delays,  accidents  and  ]iciiis,  lasting 
foui teen  weeks,  he  landeil  in  Ihc  cit\  of  (Quebec, 
Canada.  Keniaining  in  llial  city  Imt  a  >lioil  time, 
he  came  direct  to  Livingston  (  onnty.  111.,  ujicrc 
he  Ilvs  ever  since  rc-idcd.  In  I  so  |  he  xi  tied  on  a 
farm  in  Kook's  Creek  'I'ownsliip,  and  Iheie  lived 
4* 


until   he  moved   to  his    present    farm    in    Pontiac 
Townslii))  in  ISSO. 

Mr.  Mitchell  was  married,  on  the  8th  of  Blarch, 
INCil.  to  Miss  Lena  Norton,  also  a  native  of  Nor- 
way, and  they  have  had  seven  children :  Isabelle 
M.a^-,  the  wife  of  Z.  Ilenson  ;  Guilder,  Sophia,  Moses 
A.,  Mabelle  Lillie,  Amelia  and  Cora.  His  farm  is  lo- 
cated on  section  7,  Pontiac  Township,  and  section 
12,  Rook's  Creek  Township,  and  consists  of  ;!40 
acres  of  fine  land.  Mr.  Mitchell  has  accomplished 
much  since  cemiing  to  tliis  country,  for  when  he  ar- 
rived in  Livingston  County'  he  was  $50  in  debt, 
while  now  his  faim  and  buildings  are  as  valuable 
as  an_y  iri  the  county.  He  is  eminently  a  .self-made 
man,  his  success  both  in  tin's  and  the  old  country 
being  the  result  of  his  own  unaided  efforts.  In  his 
younger  years  he  engaged  in  the  business  of  car- 
penlering,  and  in  that  occupation  earned  sufficient 
money  to  bring  him  to  this  country.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  has  served  that 
denomination  in  the  capacity  of  Deacon.  After 
becoming  an  American  citizen,  and  studying  the 
political  status  of  the  country,  he  concluded  that 
the  Republican  party  was  that  of  freedom  and  lib- 
erty, and  so  cast  his  political  fortunes  with  it.  He 
has  acted  with  that  party  ever  since  1866,  the  date 
of  its  organization,  two  years  after  his  arrival  in 
this  country. 

.     oco 

s~4AMUKL  MiCORMACK,  who  was  one  of 
the  widest  known  and  most  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  Livingston  County,  was  a  native 
of  A'irginia,  where  he  was  born  on  the  29tli 
of  iMarcli,  1818.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Catherine  McCormack.  and  his  paternal  ancestors 
were  of  Scotch  origin. 

Oui-  subject  was  reared  in  \'irginia,  and  iu  the 
year  1835  with  his  parents  removed  to  Vermilion 
County,  111.,  where  he  married  for  his  first  wife 
iMiss  Klizabeth  Laycock,  and  they  were  blessed  with 
li\c  childien:  Rachel;  Catherine,  now  deceased; 
liiilli,  Ihc  wife  of  Charles  IJest,  of  Linn  County, 
Kan.:  i'lank  ami  Ilcniy.  His  second  marriage  was 
with  Mi-s  .Mary  l.ondcrliack,  a  native  of  Brown 
County.  (Jhio,  the  maniage  taking  place  in  Living- 
ston (  iiunl^-,  111.      She   is  the  daughter   of   Tlioma 


«te^»»iiwjiga;^i!g«fe&^^ 
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Residence:  of  W-.  B  run  skill,  Sec.  14.  Esmen  Township. 


Rcs.AND  Farm  Property  of  Joseph  Rich,  Sec's.22.8c2S.Saunemin  Township. 
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and  Sarah  Louderback,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  who 
came  with  their  famil^y  in  1831  or  l.S:i2to  Ver- 
milion County,  111.,  where  thi'V  wore  early  settlers. 
By  thifi  marriage  five  children  were  born,  three  of 
whom  are  living — Nellie,  Mary  and  Grant;  the  two 
(leceatied  were  Charles  and  Belle. 

The  present  Mrs.  McCormack  with  her  parents, 
settled  in  Livingston  Comity  in  the  3'ear  183(j,over 
half  a  century  ago,  and  were  among  the  first  settlers 
in  Amity  Township.  Mr.  McCnrniack  came  to 
Livingston  County  in  1854,  and  settled  on  section 
2."),  Pontiac  Township.  What  is  now  known  as  the 
homestead  was  in  a  comparatively  raw  or  primitive 
condition.  Like  all  pioneers,  he  endured  great 
hardships  and  privations,  which  affected  his  health 
in  after  life,  and  he  died  on  the  30th  nf  January, 
1881. 

In  his  3'outh  Mr.  McCormack  received  but  an 
ordinary  district-school  education,  but  he  Mas  a 
man  of  considerable  natural  ability,  and  read  a 
great  deal  in  after  life.  His  political  affiliations 
were  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Pontiac,  where  he  was  highly 
esteemed  by  his  fellow-members.  He  was  a  widely 
and  favorably  known  citizen  of  the  county,  a  kind 
and  loving  husband  and  father,  and  was  highly  res- 
pected by  all  the  citizens.  Mrs.  McCormack  still 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  containing  170  acres, 
and  can  look  back  over  a  well-spent  life  with  cause 
for  considerable  satisfaction. 


Tir-^ 
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fi^^  AMUEL    M.    BAUNK.S,  M.  D.,  Fairbury. 

(If   ^  '  '  ■' 

^^^    The  art  of  medicine  is  one  of  the  most  an- 

tJV£_Jj)  cient  and  most  beneficent  of  professions. 
In  the  early  ages,  among  the  Egyptians 
and  Greeks,  physicians  were  supposed  to  be  in  some 
mysterious  way  descended  from  the  gods;  and  cer- 
tainly of  no  man  is  required  a  higher  character  and 
purer  life  than  of  the  family  physician.  It  may  be 
properly  said  of  Dr.  Barnes  that  he  sustains  in  a 
high  degree  these  characteristics.  He  is  a  native 
Illinoisan.  having  been  born  in  Whiteside  County, 
Dec.  4,  1.S4G. 

The   parents  of   the   subject  of   this    biography 
were  Henry  B.  and  Jane  M.  (Kilgore)   Barnes,  the 


former  now  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  riije  old 
age  in  Saunemin  Township,  this  county.  He  was 
born  in  Sussex  County,  Del.,  while  the  mother, 
who  died  in  1882,  was  born  Jan.  1,  181'.i,  in  Ohio. 
(See  .sketch  elsewhere  in  this  Aijum.)  Their  chil- 
dren, seven  in  number,  were:  Mary  E.,  now  the 
wife  of  William  P.  Carrithers,  and  the  mother  of 
the  present  State's  Attorney  ;  Belle  K. ;  Louisa,  the 
wife  of  William  M.  Kilgore,  a  well-known  farmer  of 
Saunemin;  Olive  S.,  the  wife  of  John  t^.  Brovvn,  of 
Macksburg,  Iowa;  11.  E.  W.,  a  [jrominent  physician, 
also  of  Macksburg,  Iowa;  Deraslus  T.,  who  died 
in  childhood,  and  Samuel  M.  Whilst  a  youth  Dr. 
Barnes  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  common 
schools,  which  was  supplemented  li\' a  year's  attend- 
ance at  the  Wesleyan  University,  Bloomington. 
We  next  find  him  engaged  in  teaching — that  step- 
ping stone  to  other  professional  life — in  which  call- 
ing he  continued  during  four  terms.  Thinking  it 
more  congenial  to  his  tastes  he  next  entered  the 
drug-store  of  Thomas  &  Tweddale,  of  Lacon,  111., 
as  clerk.  Here  he  remained  several  months,  when 
he  went  to  Sterling,  Whiteside  County,  where  he 
found  like  occupation  and  remained  until  the  spring 
of  1867.  During  that  year  he  returned  to  Lacon, 
purchased  the  interest  of  Dr.  Thomas,  and  con- 
tinued in  partnership  with  Dr.  Tweddale  until  186!), 
when,  after  a  brief  return  to  teaching,  he  came  to 
Saunemin  Township,  this  county,  where  he  im- 
proved a  tract  of  land,  and  also  gave  the  people  of 
that  section  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge  of  medi- 
cine. In  1871  he  went  to  Chicago  to  perfect  him- 
self in  medicine  at  Rush  Medical  College,  but  the 
fates  decreed  otherwise.  The  great  C4iicago  fire 
destroyed  much  of  that  beautiful  city,  and  his 
chosen  alma  mater  was  laid  low  bj-  tlicfianies.  This 
necessitated  a  change  in  his  programme,  and  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Universilj'  of  Iowa,  at 
Iowa  City,  became  his  place  of  studj',  and  gradu- 
ated him  in  March,  1872.  Another  illustration  is 
here  afforded  of  the  change  necessitated  by  force 
of  circumstances.  After  graduation  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Momnouth,  Jackson  Co., 
loAva,  whence  in  1873  became  to  Fairlniry,  and  be- 
came associated  with  Dr.  N.  T.  P.  Robertson,  now 
of  Hutchinson,  Kan.,  and  iiis  brother,  Dr.  II.  E. 
W.  Barnes.     This  paitncrship continued  three  years, 
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when  it  wa^  di^solvod.  Dr.  Robertson  going  to  Kaii- 
>;i,-,  :uul  our  subject  and  his  brotiier  conlinning 
here.  In  1S78  ho  too  went  to  Kansas,  resuming 
hi>  old-time  association  witii  l^r.  Robertson.  Whilst 
in  llii-  enjoyment  of  this  relationship,  his  wife  was 
rcniuvetl  bv  deatli.  eompelling  him.  in  belialf  of  his 
chililren.  to  return  to  this  .State,  whieh  he  did  in 
187H.  For  a  single  year  he  and  his  brother  prac- 
ticed together,  when  Dr.  II.  K.  W.  Barnes  moved 
awav.  since  which  time  our  subject  has  continuously 
resided  and  practiced  here,  securing  a  profitable 
practice  and  acquiring  an  enviable  reputation,  es- 
l>eciallv  as  a  surgeon.  AVhere  great  skill  and  exper- 
ience arc  required,  his  services  are  in  demand,  and 
at  the  C'hatsworth  disaster  lie  liore  a  leading  part  in 
caring  for  the  wounded.  He  was  for  some  years 
Examining  Surgeon  for  thi'  (Tovernmcnt,  and  is  at 
present  Examiner  for  the  .Etna,  Washington, 
Northwestern,  New  York  Life.  Home,  National  Life, 
Travelers',  and  a  number  of  other  insurance  com- 
panies, for  which  services  he  receives  a  handsome 
income  annually. 

Politically  Dr.  Barnes  is  a  Republican,  and  takes 
an  .active  interest  in  politics.  Besides  his  natural 
adaptability  to  his  chosen  calling,  he  is  an  inventor 
of  no  mean  t«lent-s,  and  is  the  patentee  of  several 
devices.  Socially  he  is  .-I  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  has  passed  to  the  Council  Degxees, 
has  been  High  Priest  of  the  chapter,  Master  of  the 
Iod"e.  and  has  creditably  filled  the  various  offices 
of  the  bodies 
of  Pythias. 

Dr.  Barnes  was  first  marrieil  in  SeplciulicT.  1^70. 
to  Mis:.  Augusta  S.  Erwin,  of  Winona.  III.  riii> 
lady  became  the  mother  of  three  cliililren  :  Edna  M., 
who  wa-  born  in  August,  1871  :  Claia  K..  in  ( )ctober, 
1»73,  and  Erwin  M.,  who  was  horn  in  .Inly,  ls77, 
and  died  March  2<;,  188.").  Mrs.  AnuuM.'i  li.uiies 
di'parlcd  Ihi-  life  at  llut<liin~oii,  Kan..  I'cli.  2S, 
187'.i.  and  i>  bnrierl  liy  the  -i'lc  of  Iht  fath.'r,  at 
Wenona,  III.  'I'lie  Dfjctor  was  .-Mlj~i(jiiiiilly  maiiieil, 
.luly  2M.-  I'^'^O,  to  Miss  Ella  B.  Iiwiu.  a  si-lci'  of  iii> 
first  wife.  She  wiis  born  I  )i<-.  1.;.  |s.",(;.  in  Marshall 
County.  III.  They  wen-  lln-  flanuhlers  of  Williani 
and  Su.-Min  A.  (Sain)  Erwin,  natives  of  Oliic*.  Mi. 
Erwin  died  al,  Wenona  sonu'  years  auo,  and  the 
iiiolher  -till  lives  there.     Tluy  wtni'  the  parents  of 


Austin  M.  Erwin,  of  Saunemin;  Mrs.  Dr.  H.  E.  W. 
Barnes,  vf  Macksburg,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Charles  Horn, 
of  Wenona:  Mrs.  Franklin,  of  .Streator;  Mrs.  Foster, 
of  I^aRose;  Mr.  C.  E.  Erwin,  of  Wenona,  and  Mrs. 
Preston  Gants,  of  Omaha,  Neb.  Of  the  last  mai-- 
riage  of  Dr.  Barnes  there  was  born  one  child, 
Edith  Mautie,  a  bright  little  girl  now  (1887)  four 
3-ears  old,  who  enjo3's  the  honor  of  having  named 
herself. 


OAPT.  EUGENE  ROLAZ  STEVENS,  one  of 
the  best  known  citizens  of  Livingston  Coun- 
ty, is  now  a  retired  business  man  of  Dwiglit. 
It  is  seldom  that  a  biographer  has  occasion  to  deal 
with  a  subject  whose  family  lineage  contains  the 
names  of  so  manj'  eminent  men  as  that  of  the  Ste- 
vens family,  names  famous  alike  as  soldiers,  slates- 
men,  scholars,  bankers  and  merchants :  a  n.anie  which 
has  become  distinguished  in  nearly  all  the  higher 
grades  of  life.  They  were  pioneers  in  the  New 
"World,  and  patriots  in  the  struggle  tVir  liberty. 

The  Stevens  family  is  of  English  origin,  and  Gen. 
Ebenezer  Stevens,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  on  the  25th  of  August, 
1751.  lie  w.as  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the 
tea  in  Boston  Harbor,  in  December,  1773,  and  an- 
ticipating disastrous  consequences  to  himself,  he 
went  to  Rhode  Island  to  reside.  Here  he  raised 
two  companies  of  artillery  and  one  of  artificers  for 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights   i    the  expedition  against  Quebec,   in  which  he  served 

as  Lieutenant,  and  was  in  command.  The  expedi- 
tion marched  with  cannon  and  mortars  through 
snow  and  ovei-  rough  hills  of  New^  Hami).shire  and 
^■ernlont  to  the  mouth  of  (Jtter  Creek  on  Lake 
Chaniplain,  and  enduring  great  priv.ation  and  in- 
tense sufferings.  At  Three  Rivers  they  heard  of 
the  fall  of  Montgomery,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Ameri 
cans  of  (Quebec.  When  they  returned  to  St.  .John's, 
Maj.  Stevens  and  his  corps  rendered  etficient  serv- 
ice in  the  Nortliern  Department  during  1776.  In 
the  spring  i'\'  1777  he  went  to  Ticonderoga,  and 
(■uninianilcd  the  artilleiy  there.  He  joined  Gen. 
Si'linylci'  .al  l'"l.  Ivlwaids,  and  coinni.anded  the  artil- 
lery at  till'  battle  of  Slillwatin'.  In  consideration  of 
his  services  he  i-eccived  from  (  ongrcss  the  bre\e( 
rank  of  Lienb'iianl    Colonel  of    Infantry,  and   soon 
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after  was  appointed  Licuteiiniit  Colonel  of  Artil- 
ler}'.  He  was  afterward  entrustt'd  witii  special 
duties  of  great  inoineiit,  and  was  selected  to  ac- 
companj-  LaFayette  in  the  contemplated  expedition 
into  Canada.  Early  in  1781  he  proceeded  with 
(Ion.  LaFayette  into  Virginia  to  oppose  Arnold. 
After  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  Lieut.  Col.  Ste- 
vens returned  North,  and  from  that  time  until  the 
close  of  the  war  he  remained  in  command  with  Col. 
Lamb  at  West  Point. 

When  peace  was  restored.  Col.  Stevens  began  the 
business  of  a  merchant  in  New  York.  Here  he  was 
commissioned  Major  General,  commanding  the  di- 
vision of  artillery  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He 
was  holding  the  latter  office  when  the  War  of  1812 
broke  out,  and  was  called  into  active  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  defense  of  that  city.  He  was 
a  senior  Major  General  of  Artillery  until  1815;  in 
1800  he  superintended  the  construction  of  the  forti- 
fications on  Governor's  Island.  For  many  years  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  New  Y'ork,  and 
amassed  a  considerable  fortune.  His  death  oc- 
curred Sept.  2,  1823.  Col.  Trumbull  introduced 
Lieut.  Col.  Stevens  in  his  picture  of  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis,  mounted  at  the  head  of  tiie  regiment, 
and  also  promiuentlj^  in  his  |)ictnrc  of  the  surrender 
of  Burgoyne. 

Alexander  H.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  .son  of 
the  above,  was  born  in  New  Y''ork  City,  in  1 789,  grad- 
uated at  Y'ale  in  1807  ;  studied  medicine  in  London 
and  Paris;  was  professionally  engaged  in  (Queen's 
(now  Rutger's)  College  from  1814  to  1816;  in  the 
New  Y'ork  College  of  Phj'siciansand  Surgeons  from 
1820  to  1837,  and  again  in  1840  to  1844,  and  filled 
several  other  important  positions  in  the  medical 
profession.  He  was  also  author  and  editor  of  manj' 
valuable  medical  works,  and  died  in  New  Y'ork  City, 
March  30,  1  859.  John  Austin  Stevens  was  the  son 
of  Gen.  Ebenezer  Stevens  by  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Sands,  and  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Jan.  22, 
1795.  His  mother  was  a  sister  of  Col.  Ledyard,  of 
Revolution.ary  fame.  Mr.  Stevens  graduated  at 
Yale  College  in  1813,  and  became  a  partner  in  his 
father's  mercantile  house.  In  1818  he  was  a  dele- 
gate to  the  Philadelphia  Fi'ee  Trade  Convention, 
and  in  1820  became  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Cli;inibei-  of  Commerce,  of  which  ho  was  ri>r  several 


years  the  Secretary ;  was  one  of  the  founders  and 
lirst  President  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  Piesi- 
dent  of  the  well-known  Bank  of  Commerce,  and 
President  of  the  As.^ociated  Banks  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  Boston,  which,  diu'ing  the  late 
Civil  War,  saved  the  credit  of  the  (iovcrnment  by 
repeated  loans  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $150,- 
(100,000,  and  was  Chairman  of  the  committee 
which  managed  the  details  of  these  transactions.  He 
took  an  active  interest  in  benevolent  institutions, 
and  was  for  a  long  time  Governor  of  the  New  York 
hospitals  combined.  He  was  a  Whig  with  Free 
Trade  piinciples,  and  was  noted  among  his  intimate 
friends  for  literary  and  scientific  attainments.  He 
died  in  New  York  City  on  the  I'.ith  of  October, 
1874. 

John  Austin  Stevens,  son  of  the  one  ju>t  above 
named,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  Jan.  21,  1827; 
graduated  from  Harvard  in  1846,  became  a  mer- 
chant in  New  York,  was  Secretary  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  was  prominent  in  loyal  and  pat- 
riotic organizations  during  the  Civil  War.  He  is 
the  author  of  several  valuable  historical  and  bio- 
graphical books.  He  is  an  accomplished  investiga- 
tor and  author,  and  has  contributed  to  the  literature 
of  the  country  several  valuable  papers  on  American 
history. 

Samuel  Stevens,  son  of  Gen.  P^benezer  Stevens, 
born  in  New  York  City  in  1784.  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1805,  studied  law  and  became  a  distin- 
guished member  of  the  New  Y'ork  bar,  and  was 
prominent  in  politics.  Frances  Gallatin,  the  mother 
of  Capt.  Eugene  R.  Stevens,  was  born  in  Baltimore 
in  1803.  She  was  the  daughter  of  AUiert  (iallatin, 
tlie  eminent  statesman,  patriot  and  financier  iA  the 
Revolutionary  period,  and  the  I'arly  half  of  this 
centuiy.  Abraham  Albert  Alphone  de  (iallatin  was 
born  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  in  17G1.  was  the  son 
of  Jean  de  Gallatin  by  Sophia  Albertina  Rolaz  du 
Ro-sey.  He  was  of  an  ancient  patrician  family. 
His  maternal  grandfather  was  Albert  Rolaz,  Seigneur 
du  Rosej',  of  Pays,  now  Canton  of  Vond,  Switzer- 
land. His  auce>tor,  Jean  de  Gallatin,  Secretary  to 
the  Duke  of  Savoy,  removed  from  Brene,  now  De- 
partment of  Air  in  F'rance,  to  Geneva,  of  which  he 
became  a  citizen  in  1510,  and,  although  he  was 
vested  a    viscount  p.ihitiiie  by  Pope  Leo  X  (1522), 
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he  eiiibi-ac-ed  the  Kefonuation,  and  was  one  of  the 
magistrate,- of  the  city  in  lo."!.').  when  (U'lieva  be- 
came an  indeiiendent  Re|mlilic.  His  wife  was  I'er- 
>onnettji  D'Entremout,  nearly  related  to  .Tdsepliine 
D'Kntreinont.  wife  of  the  illustrious  A<luiiral  t'o- 
lijru}-. 

Albert  (iallatiu  was  left  an  orphan  in  ln>  infane\-, 
and  was  educated  under  the  care  of  a  di>tin<iuislie<l 
lady,  a  friend  and  relative  of  his  inotiur.  lie 
gniduated  in  1  779  at  the  University  of  ( Jeneva,  and 
being  deejily  inbued  with  the  lioldand  liberal  spirit 
of  the  times,  he  declined  offers  of  honorable  em- 
ployment under  one  of  the  sovereigns  of  Germany, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  his  family  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  lie  landed  at  Ijos- 
ton  July  14,  1780.  He  met  some  Swiss  lately  from 
Geneva,  and  with  them  enlisted  in  a  company  of 
Volunteers  about  to  march  to  ti'.e  defense  of  a 
threatened  point,  and  he  was  soon  a|)i)ointed  to 
command  a  post  of  some  importance,  menaced  by  a 
body  of  militia  and  Indians.  The  war  soon  ended, 
and  he  found  emplo^'uient  at  Harvard  College, 
where  he  taught  French  during  the  year  1783.  On 
Coining  of  .-igc  he  received  his  share  of  his  father's 
estate,  with  which  he  purchased  land  in  ^'irginia,  but 
went  to  reside  on  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania,  not  far 
from  Pittsliurgh.  On  these  lands  he  founded  the 
glass  manufactory  which  has  grown  to  such  great 
proportions  that  at  the  present  time  about  one-half 
of  the  glass  used  in  the  United  States  is  made  within 
a  few  miles  of  the  spot  where  Albert  Gallatin  began 
it  in  such  a  humble  way  in  1790.  He  was  soon 
drawn  into  public  life,  and  upon  the  dix  isiou  of  par- 
ties (hiring  Washington's  lirst  li'rm  as  President, 
(iall.-itin  sided  with  Jefferson  ami  the  Democracy, 
and  made  himself  conspicuous  liy  llic  Ijoldiiess  and 
decision  with  wliich  he  ailv<xat(i|  the  Dcmocialic 
principles.  The  whole  counliy  laui;  with  his  luiiiie 
in  1793,  wliei).  after  having  liccn  cicclcd  I'liitcd 
Mjites  Senator  by  the  Legislature  ol  Peuiisyh  aula. 
\\\^  right  to  a  >e;it  in  the  .Senate  wa>  denied  hy  the 
Federal  .'^ellatol■s.  At  the  time  of  llie  \\lii>Ny  in- 
"iirreclion  he  was  in.-truniental  in  lirin;;inL:  llie  affnir 
to  a  |»«;aceful  coiii-liision.  'I'lie  L;real  period  oT  his 
life  began  in  179.').  when  ihe  peoph'  of  WCsiein 
l'eiiiisylvam:i  elected  him  lo  lie-  llon-e  of  Kepic- 
-i-iitatives,  where  he  dislirigui-la  d    hiijiseif    liy    ihe 


vigor  of  his  opposition  to  Federal  measures.  Mr. 
Jefferson  selected  him  in  1801  to  fill  the  second  place 
in  his  Cabinet,  that  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a 
jiosition  he  held  for  twelve  years,  when  he  was  sent 
abroad  by  the  President,  and  negotiated  a  peace 
with  Kngland.  After  the  War  of  1812  Mr.  (Galla- 
tin was  appointed  Minister  to  France,  where  he  re- 
mained eight  years,  returning  home  in  1827,  when 
he  chose  the  city  of  New  York  as  his  place  <if  resi- 
dence. He  assisted  to  found  the  University  of  New- 
York,  and  was  the  author  of  several  works  of  great 
value.  He  lived  to  the  great  age  of  eighty-eight 
years. 

Byam  Kerb.y  Stevens,  son  of  Gen.  Ebenezer  Ste- 
vens, and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
was  born  in  1792,  and  graduated  from  Yale  in  1811. 
He  was  the  friend  and  classmate  of  the  eminent  Dr. 
Worcester,  tlu'  author  of  Worcester's  Dictionary'. 
Mr.  Stevens  and  his  brother,  John  A.,  succeeded 
their  father,  (Jen.  Stevens,  in  the  ship()ing  and  com- 
mission business  in  New  York.  He  married  Miss 
Frances  Gallatin,  the  only  daughter  of  Albert  (ial- 
latin.  She  was  born  in  1803,  and  died  in  1.S77,  at 
the  age  of  seventj'-four  years.  She  was  very  highly 
educated,  and  was  a  woman  of  great  force  of  char- 
acter, and  took  a  lively  interest  in  politics,  as  she 
had  been  a  companion  of  her  father,  and  a  confi- 
dant in  many  of  his  ])lans.  Her  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Commodore  Nicholson,  of  the  Ameri- 
can Navy.  Ml'.  Stevens  was  one  of  the  ohl  New 
York  merchants  who  did  so  much  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions wide  and  deei)  for  the  future  greatness  of  the 
city.  The  firm  of  wlijch  he  was  the  founder  and 
head  at  one  time  owned  as  many  as  tw'elve  vessels, 
and  did  a  large  business  with  the  West  Indies  and 
foreign  [lorts. 

Ml',  and  Mrs.  Stevens  were  the  pariMits  of  seven 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Albert  G., 
now  a  lawyer  in  New  York ;  Frances  M.,  who  married 
Uriah  Trai'v;  Alexander  II.,  A'ice  President  of  the 
(iailalin  National  I5ank  in  New  York;  Byam  K., 
ex-President  of  the  (iold  Stock  Kxchange,  of  New 
^  iirk.  now  letii'cd  fi'om  Ijusiness;  Kugene  K.,  oiu' 
sulijeet:  Kredei'ick  W.,  a  lawyer  of  great  wealth, 
and  .losephine,  who  remained  unmarried  and  lived 
in  New  '>ork.  ,M  i.  Sli'vens  died  in  New  York  in 
1S70,  at  the  age   (jf    sev<'nty -eight  ycai'S.      I'.oth   he 
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and  liis  wife  were  Episcopalians,  and  tlie  children 
were  trained  in  that  faith.  In  political  ojiinions 
Mr.  Stevens  was  a  Whit;-,  and  afterward  a  Kepuli- 
lican. 

C'apt.  P^ugene  Rdlaz  was  horn  in  New  Voric  City 
Oct.  25,  1837,  at  No.  12  Leroy  Place,  Bleeker 
street,  the  residence  of  his  father.  His  early  life  was 
spent  in  gaining  an  education,  and  he  attended  the 
school  kept  by  Aaron  N.  Skinner,  tlie  Mayor  of 
New  Haven,  Conn.  He  entered  Yale  in  the  class 
of  1858,  and  graduated  with  it.  He  then  acted  as 
secretary  for  his  uncle,  John  Austin  Stevens,  who  was 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Commerce  in  New  York. 
In  1860  he  came  to  Livingston  County  and  bought 
G80  acres  of  land  and  began  farming.  He  assisted 
in  raising  the  first  company  of  soldiers  organized  in 
Dwight,  and  was  chosen  Captain,  but  his  company 
was  nt)t  accepted,  as  the  quota  had  already  been 
filled.  He  re-enlisted  in  August,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany B,  r29th  Illinois  Infantry,  as  a  private.  He 
was  detailed  for  detached  service  at  headquarters, 
acting  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General  for  Gen.  E. 
A.  Paine.  After  the  war  Capt.  Stevens  embarked 
in  the  grain  business  at  Dwight.  He  was  for  seven 
years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
village,  was  for  five  j'ears  Town  Treasurer,  and  for 
the  same  length  of  time  School  Treasurer.  In  1879 
he  went  to  Colorado  and  became  deeply  interested 
in  mining,  and  made  frequent  visits  to  that  State 
up  to  1  883.  He  is  now  retired  from  active  busi- 
ness. In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  IheG.  A.  R.,  which  is  the  only  fraternal  so- 
ciety of  which  he  is  a  member,  as  he  is  opposed  to 
secret  societies.  He  is  a  courteous  gentleman  of 
very  agreeable  manner,  a  man  of  education,  well 
read,  of  high  character  and  unsullied  reputatif)n. 


\f  OSEPH  P.  RICH,  one  i>f  the  solid  ami  reliable 
men  of  Snunemin  Township,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  on  section  22 
(^^'  since  the  spring  uf  1876.  He  is  mostly  in- 
terested in  stock-raising,  and  his  life  has  been  marked 
by  that  industry  and  perseverance  which  seldom 
fail  to  bring  success.     He  is  in  comfortable  circum- 
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stances,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him. 

i\Ir.  Rich  was  born  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  Atlan- 
tic in  Somersetshire,  England.  April  3,  I.S4'.),  and  is 
the  son  of  James  J.  and  Mary  (Perrett)  Ricli,  who 
were  also  of  pure  English  descent.  When  their  son 
Joseph  was  a  child  of  live  years  of  age,  the  parents 
set  out  for  the  New  World  with  their  little  family, 
hoping  to  improve  their  condition  financially  and 
give  to  their  children  better  opportunities  than  then 
appeared  possible  upon  their  native  soil.  After  a 
brief  time  spent  in  New  York  City,  where  they 
landed,  they  set  out  for  the  West,  and  coming  into 
Lake  County,  this  Slate,  resided  there  a  few  years 
and  thence  came  to  this  county  about  1864.  Here 
the  parents  have  since  remained,  and  are  comfortably 
located  on  a  good  farm  on  section  2!,  in  Saunsmin 
Township. 

Our  subject  was  reare<l  to  manhood  in  this  count3', 
and  received  rather  a  limited  education,  his  services, 
as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough,  having  been  utilized 
in  .assisting  to  build  up  the  now  home  in  the  West. 
He  was  naturally  industrious  and  frugally  inclined, 
and  under  the  training  of  his  excellent  parents,  set 
out  in  life  with  a  well-formed  character,  and  the 
qualities  which  commended  him  to  the  people 
around  him.  He  remained  a  member  of  his  father's 
household  until  the  latter  part  of  1872,  and  on 
Christmas  Day  of  that  year  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Spafford.  one  of  the  most  es- 
timable young  ladies  of  Saunemin  Township,  and 
the  daughter  of  Robert  S.  Spafford,  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in  this  Album. 
Of  this  union  there  were  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living,  namely :  Mary  1.,  Charles  J.,  Harry  R. 
and  Elsie  J.,  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  One 
daughter,  S^dvia,  died  when  nine  mouths  and  four 
days  old,  and  another,  Edna,  when  six  months  and 
nine  days. 

The  Rich  homestead  includes  200  acres  of  valuable 
land  with  a  handsome  and  substantial  set  of  frame 
buildings,  suitable  barns  and  outhouses,  and  every- 
thing pertaining  to  a  first-class  estate.  The  stock 
is  of  good  grades  and  well  cared  for,  and  tlie  farm 
machinery  embraces  implements  of  the  most  im- 
proved pattern.  Besides  this  property  Mr.  Rich 
also    owns  1 20  acres  in    Kankakee  Count}'.     This 
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l>rui>»;rty  lie  has  built  up  from  a  capital  i>f  forty  mcivs, 
whii'h  was  given  liim  by  bis  father  upon  leiioliint; 
his  majority.  He  has  been  blesseil  with  good  juili;- 
ment.  has  been  wise  in  liis  investnu'iiis.  nml  never 
afraid  to  i>ut  hi>  shoulder  to  the  wheel  uluiuvci- 
his  lalior  was  neeessary.  Mr.  ;nul  Mrs.  Rich  .nc 
merabei-s  in  good  standing;  of  the  Methodist  Ejiis- 
eopal  Church  at  Sauneniiii.  of  which  our  subjeet  is 
a  Trustee,  and  to  which  he  Iki--  always  eoiilribnted 
liberally  and  cheerfully  of  bis  means.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  reliable  members  of  the  Republican  party, 
although  giving  little  attention  to  polities  beyond 
casting  his  vote  at  the  general  elections.  As  repre- 
sentative of  the  baildings  of  this  sectiimof  country' 
we  present  on  another  page  a  view  of  Mr.  Rich's 
residence. 

^^  RUIN  (;ALI,ri'.  wii,)  i>  a  retired  farmer  of 
Dwight,  was  born  in  Sterling.  Windham  Ci>., 
Conn.,  in  1824.  The  Gallup  family  in 
America  are  all  descended  from  old  Puritan  ances- 
try, Capt.  John  (iallup  having  come  to  this  countr3- 
in  iri.-'.O.  with  the  Puritans  who  tied  from  England 
for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  greater  religi(;us  free- 
dom. A  strict  regard  for  the  Sabbath  was  one  of 
their  particular  characteristics,  and  is  to-day  a  trait 
of  the  Gallup  family  which  descended  from  their 
Puritan  ancestors.  Capt.  John  (4allup  was  a  noted 
Indian  fighter,  and  was  in  the  Peqnod  War  of  1C3.'), 
in  which  he  commanded  a  company.  Mis  son, 
.loliii  (iallup.  was  killed  in  King  Philip's  War,  in 
the  fight  at  Burning  Swamp,  and  it  is  sujiposed  his 
body  was  burned,  as  it  never  was  found. 

Isaac  Gallup,  the  great-grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  a  settler  in  Connccticul  ;ind 
was  a  land-holder,  owning  at  one  time  .1  township 
of  land  in  Windham  County,  lie  w.is  .1  l;ngc 
owner  of  slaves  in  the  days  whc]i  >l.ivcrv  was  iui 
iii-tltution  in  New  Hngl.-ind  as  well  ms  in  ilic  Sontli- 
ern  States.  lie  freed  all  his  slave-  beloii'  his  dcatli. 
and  M'tlled  lliein  all  upon  hi-  e-|:ile.  ilircetinL;  tli.il 
they  slir»nlf|  be  cared  for  in  ihiii  mM  .li^e.  One  ol' 
hi"  iM-euliarilie.s  wa-  that  he  wonhl  never  own  .1 
f<-male  slave,  lie  wa.- a  be.acon  in  the  Prcsbyleriiin 
Cliiireli.  and  very  .strict  in  all  lii.>  icligioiis  (jh-ei  \  - 
ancf<.      lU-ii    Ailain   Galhiji.   the   son  of   I-mmc,  .ind 


grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  on  his  father's 
estate,  and  by  occupation  was  a  farmer.  lb-  was 
inaiiieil  to  Miss  Margaret  Dorrence,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  chilcben.  lie  was  a  sol- 
iliei-  in  the  Revolutionaiy  \\  ar.  :inil  w;is  a  man  of 
strict  integrity,  a  very  industrious  and  careful  far- 
mer, whose  word  was  as  good  as  his  bond. 

■lohn  Adam  Gallup,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  liorn  in  Sterling,  Conn.,  on  the  6tli  i_(f  April, 
IT'.t.j.  He  was  reared  as  a  farmer,  and  learned  the 
tr.ide  of  a  carpenter.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  l!^)-.*,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Stony 
Point.  The  musket  which  he  then  carried  is  still 
preserved  and  in  the  i)OSsessioii  of  his  son.  Nov. 
■26,  1818,  he  married  Miss  Polly,  daughtei-  of  Henry 
and  Annie  (Rathburn)  Barber,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children — Ben  Adam,  Daniel, 
Orrin,  Sabra,  Leonard  IL,  Cynthia,  Ralph  W.,  Mir- 
anda and  Diana,  all  of  whom  are  living  except 
Miranda,  who  died  when  a  young  lady,  and  Cyn- 
thia, who  died  in  infancy.  In  1850  Mr.  Gallup 
moved  to  LaSalle  County,  III.,  where  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  until  the  death  of  his 
wife  Oct.  23,  18G3.  After  spending  a  few  years  in 
retirement  upon  his  farm  he  took  up  his  residence 
with  his  children  in  Livingston  County,  and  died  at 
the  house  of  his  son  Daniel  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1875,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church,  a  man  of  good  prin- 
ciples and  upright  character,  who  brought  up  his 
family  in  the  ways  of  industry',  economy,  truth  and 
virtue. 

Orrin  Gallup  was  liorn  on  the  old  homestead 
which  had  descended  from  his  great-grandfather. 
He  received  an  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  d:iy,  to  which  he  has  since  added  by  quite  ex- 
tensive reading  and  careful  observatbju.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  j'ears  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
uodl  sorter,  and  he  worked  at  that  business  which 
w.'is  very  |)rofitable  until  he  was  twenty -uine  years 
of  age.  accumulating  sufHcient  money  to  give  him 
a  lair  start  in  life.  In  1844  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ibiiiiet  .1.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Parthena 
(I'ord)  Avery,  and  this  union  was  bles.sed  by  the 
liii'tJi  of  thi'ce  children — Abliy  , I. .Sarah  E.  and  John 
A.  ThclWd  (laujilitci-s  died  in  infancy.  In  1  ^55 
.Mr.  <  ;:ilhip   rennivetl    to    La,S;dle  County,    HI.,  and 
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piirclmsed  a  farm,  and  in  1882  he  oanie  to  Dvvight, 
this  county,  near  which  he  owns  320  acres  of  land, 
which  he  rents  to  otiier  parties.  Jolni  Adam,  the 
son  of  the  subject  of  this  slietch,  was  carefully  edu- 
cated at  Olivet  College,  Mich. ;  Columbia  College 
Law  School,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  Law  Department  of 
the  L'liiversity  of  Michigan.  He  is  now  a  practicing 
lawyer  at  Pomona,  Los  Angeles  Co.,  C'al.,  where 
he  is  doing  a  prosperous  business. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  self-made  man, 
who  started  as  a  poor  boy,  and  by  patient  industry 
and  careful  eeon(;my  has  accumulated  a  fortune 
which  he  is  now  enjoying  in  his  retirement.  His 
four  brothers  are  all  well-to-do,  and  during  their 
lives  have  made  it  a  point  to  assist  one  another 
whenever  mone}'  was  needed.  The  entire  family 
is  an  example  of  what  perseverance  and  industry 
can  accomplish.  Mr.  Gallup  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  as  he  grows  older  in  years 
his  interest  hi  the  principles  of  that  order  in- 
creases. After  a  long  and  successful  life  he  has 
now  retired  from  business,  and  is  prei)ared  to  en- 
joy the  fruits  of  his  labor,  surrounded  by  people 
who  hold  him  in  high  esteem  as  a  citizen  and  have 
great  respect  for  what  he  has  accomplished  during 
his  residence  among  them. 


ERNARD  O'NEILL,  a  gentleman  of  rare  in- 
telligence and  great  force  of  character,  has, 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  been  one  of  the 
most  prominent  members  of  the  farming 
community  of  IJroughton  Township.  He  was  born 
in  the  county  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  Blarch  27,  181. s, 
and  is  the  son  of  Henr}^  O'Neill,  who  was  a  farmer 
of  modest  means.  Bernard  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  distinguished  himself  as  .'i 
bright  and  apt  scholar,  keeping  liis  eyes  open  to 
what  was  going  on  around  him,  and  making  the 
most  of  his  opportunities. 

When  a  youth  of  seventeen,  be<'oming  tired  of 
the  monotony  of  the  fields,  nur  sulijeet  went  U> 
Dublin  and  engaged_as  clerk  for  Petei'  Anngiar,  who 
was  pruprietor  of  a  large  extent  nf  land,  and  whose 
business  required  the  emploj'ment  of  a  book-keeper. 
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Young  O'Neill  continued  with  this  gentleman  for 
some  months,  and  then,  nothing  better  presenting 
itself,  he  returned  to  farm  life  and  followed  agri- 
cnlture  until  he  had  nearly  reached  his  thirty-third 
year.  In  his  youth  he  was  ardent  in  his  desires  for 
liberty,  and  al  :in  cnrly  age  signed  petitions  for 
Catholic  einancij)ation,  and  served  as  an  O'Con- 
uellite  for  a  number  of  years.  He  recollects  well 
Peale,  Wellington  and  other  notable  men.  In  1 888 
he  joined  the  United  Irishmen,  attending  all  their 
meetings,  and  in  1841  joined  the  National  Repeal 
Association  of  Ireland.  In  1843  he  attended  the 
monster  repeal  meeting  held  on  the  hill  of  Tara, 
also  the  last  one,  which  was  suppressed  whenO'Cou- 
nell  was  arrested.  His  fealty  to  his  chief  was 
crowned  bj-  his  attendance  at  the  funeral  of  O'C'on- 
nell,  in  Dublin,  in  1847. 

Our  subject  now  decided  that  if  he  was  to  make 
anj^  headway  in  the  world  he  must  change  his  lo- 
cation, and  seeing  nothing  encouraging  in  the  re- 
gion where  he  had  been  born  and  reared,  he  decided 
to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World.  He  sailed 
from  Liverpool  on  the  27th  of  March,  l.S;jl,  on  his 
thirty-third  birthday,  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  of 
twenty-seven  days  landed  in  New  York  City,  whence 
he  found  his  way  to  Long  Island,  and  worked  upon 
a  farm  about  four  and  one-half  years.  The  climate, 
however,  being  unfavorable  to  his  health,  he  started 
for  the  West,  and  reaching  Chicago  he  remained  a 
few  days,  and  then  proceeded  to  Wankegan,  III, 
whence  he  finally  came  to  this  county  on  the  od  of 
October,  1855. 

During  his  wanderings,  however,  Mr.  O'Neill 
had  found  a  companion  to  share  his  labors  and 
strngo-les,  having  been  married  on  the  15th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1854,  while  in  the  State  of  New  York,  to  Miss 
Johanna  Maloney,  a  native  of  liis  own  country,  and 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Maloney,  the 
father  a  resident  of  the  old  country ;  the  mother  is 
now  deceased.  Mrs.  O'Neill,  however,  did  not  ac- 
company her  husband  upon  his  first  trip  to  the 
Prairie  State,  but  joined  him  in  the  following 
spring.  Mr.  O'Neill  continued  as  an  employe  two 
years  after  reaching  this  county,  with  excellent  re- 
sults, and  in  1857  purchased  IGO  acres  of  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies  on  section  1.  In  l.sOohe 
settled  on  this  land  whicli  was  then  in  its  primitive 
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comlition.  with  no  improvemeiits  whatever.  Mv. 
O'NoilPs  tii-st  care  «:)>  to  inoviile  m  shelter  for  him- 
self :»nd  liis  wife,  ami  lio  put  up  :i  modest  dwelling. 
As  time  i>assed  on  other  imi>rovements  were  added, 
and  our  subject  purehased  eighty  acres  more,  so 
tliat  lie  now  has  HO  acres,  all  iiiidtM-  a  liiuh  state  of 
cnltivatii,>n.  The  residence  is  a  neat  and  substan- 
tial structure,  and  the  barns  and  out-buildings  are 
in  keeping  with  the  thrift  and  intelligence  vi  the 
[iroprietiir.  The  l\oine>tead  is  convenient  to  a 
School,  market  ami  cliurcli.  and  thr  town  of  Cam- 
pus is  only  a  short  distance  off. 

To  Mr.  anil  Jlrs.  ()"Neill  there  were  born  seven 
<-hildren,  of  whom  four  are  living,  namely  ;  Catherine, 
.lames  Henry.  John  T.  ami  William  Patrick.  Cath- 
erine was  born  Feb.  22,  18.5!l.  and  is  the  v.ife  of 
Peter  Handle}',  a  prosperous  fanuei'  of  Seward 
County,  Neb.,  and  the  niotlicr  of  two  children. 
.lames  H.  was  born  April  3.  isdl.and  married  Miss 
Catherine  .Milligan,  Feb.  14,  l.s.ST;  thej'  are  living 
in  Broughton  Township,  .lolui  '1\  w.as  born  June 
l.T,  18(i4,  and  makes  his  home  with  his  father,  as 
also  does  William  P..  who  was  born  June  3,  1S67. 
Mr>.  Johaiuia  O'Neill  departed  this  life  at  her  home 
in  Hroughton  Township  Dec.  14,  1881.  .She  was  a 
lady  of  many  excellent  qualities,  a  faithful  wife  and 
mother,  and  greatly  resi)ected  by  her  neighbors. 

Our  subject  fifter  becoming  a  naturalized  citizen, 
identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  is 
a  strong  protectionist.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vole  for  the  lamented  Stephen  A.  D(Miglas,  but 
had  it  not  been  for  Dr.  Burehard's  '-three  R's"  in 
1.H.S4.  he  would  have  voted  for  Blaine,  the  Repub- 
lican nominee  for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  O'Neill 
kee|)S  himself  well  posted  upon  State  and  National 
.•iffairs.  and  entertains  decided  views  upon  all  ques- 
tions of  general  interest.  This  quality,  however, 
is  one  he  inhciited  from  his  ancestors,  and  one  of 
whir-h  he  need  by  no  means  be  ashatnccl.  Ills  uia- 
ternal  grandfather,  .lolm  Palmer,  an  Iri^bniari  Ijy 
birth  and  parentage,  served  in  lii>  nali\ c  countiy  in 
the  War  of  I7'.»M,  anil  wa-  just  as  fearless  in  the  e.\- 
jjre-sion  of  his  sentiments  and  his  honest  eonvfc- 
t'uinn  as  is  his  grandson,  our  subject.  Thi'  old  gen- 
tleman was  held  a  prisoner  for  sunn-  1  inic  on  ac- 
count of  his  political  |)rini'ipli->.  and  lioiii  ai  i'i>uuts 
there  is   no   doid»t  thai    when  iibi  ralcci  iir   svas  just 


as  courageous  as  before  in  disseminating  his  honest 
convictions. 

Mr.  O'Neill  came  to  this  eoiuity  when  its  schools 
and  churches  were  being  established,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  his  belief  in  the  necessity  of  thorough 
education,  contributed  liberally  to  the  enterprises 
set  on  foot  in  this  direction,  donating  land  for  a 
building  site  when  men  who  were  wealthier  re- 
fused. He  has  been  almost  continuously  since  that 
time  a  School  Director,  giving  his  services  cheer- 
fully for  a  period  of  thirty  years  or  more.  He  has 
carried  his  precepts  into  practice  by  giving  to  his 
own  children  excellent  advantages,  preparing  them 
to  enter  the  business  and  social  world  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  the  intelligent  people  around  them. 
Mr.  O'Neill  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  thi'' 
Catholic  Church,  and  was  the  first  person  of  this 
denomination  to  settle  in  this  part  of  Livingston 
County.  He  was  confirmed  by  Archbishop  Murray, 
of  Dublin,  when  a  lad  ten  years  of  age,  and  all  his 
life  he  has  loyally  adhered  to  the  religion  of  his 
forefathei'S.  There  are  few  men' represented  in  this 
work  whose  careers  have  been  marked  by  greater 
attainments,  according  to  their  advantages,  or  who 
have  exercised  their  influence   with  better  results. 


r^jViOSS    Di-.ALBERT  (xRKOG,   who  is  oi 
J;si7      the    latest    acquisitions    to    citizenshi 
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Round  Grove  Township,  was  born  in  Mag- 
S^nolia,  Putnam  Co.,  III.,  Jan.  2,  1861.  His 
parents  were  William  M.  and  Ann  M.  (Calloway) 
Gregg,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ken- 
tucky resi)ectively.  Their  household  consisted  of 
three  chililren,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  second 
child,  and  he  was  six  years  old  when  the  father  died 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  The  mother  afterward  mar- 
ried H.  A.  Oakes,  and  they  reside  in  Sunbur^^  Town- 
ship. During  his  lioyhood,  and  up  to  eighteen 
years  of  age,  our  sulijcct  lived  in  the  village  of 
Magnolia,  where  he  attended  the  common  schools 
regularly,  and  obtained  a  good  education.  In  the 
spring  of  18(!9  he  came  to  Snnbury  Township.  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  was  eng.aged  in  agricult- 
ural pui^uils  until  the  spring  of  1887,  when  he 
sold  lii^  laiui,  ami  purchased  160  acres  on    section 
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22,  Roiinrl  Grove  Township.  This  farm,  a  view  of 
whicii  is  presented  on  another  page,  is  one  of  tlie 
most  eligibly  situated  in  the  townsliip,  and  under 
the  intelligent  manipulation  of  Mr.  Gregg  will  no 
douht  be  made  very  productive  and  remunerative. 

March  li,  1872,  Mr.  Gregg  was  married  to  Miss 
Mar3'  Brooi^er,  who  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Nov.  20,  18.54.  She  js  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Halferry)  Broolter,  the  former  of  wht>ni 
was  born  in  the  connty  of  Kent,  England,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1821,  and  the  latter  in  Hesse-Cassel, 
Germany,  on  the  19th  of  April,  182.').  Mr.  Brooker 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment for  eight  years,  during  which  time  he  engaged 
in  the  building  of  forts,  .ind  for  a  considerable  time 
was  General  Government  contractor.  Since  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  Illinois,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming.  He  first  settled  in  Snnbury  Township  in 
the  fall  of  1857,  where  he  was  residing  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1884.  His  widow  still  survives.  They 
had  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Gregg 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 

In  their  new  home  in  Round  Grove  Township, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  (-Tregg  are  surrounding  themselves 
with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  The  farm  which  thej- 
have  purchased  is  one  susceptible  of  great  improve- 
ments, and  can  be  converted  into  one  of  the  most 
comfortable  homesteads  in  the  township.  Mr. 
Gregg  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
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dil  1^  SPENCE.  One  can  get  an  idea  of  the 
^/iJ/i  ^^V^^  *^^  time  since  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
V7^  settled  in  Livingston  County,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  he  was  the  first  groom  and  his 
wife  the  first  bride  of  the  county,  and  that  their  par- 
ents were  about  the  first  white  people  to  settle  in 
the  connty.  They  have  witnessed  its  growth  from 
a  condition  of  utter  wildness  to  one  of  the  most 
populous  and  best  cultivated  counties  in  the  State. 
Mr.  Spence  is  now  a  retired  farmer  and  lives  on 
section  4,  Belle  Prairie  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  12th  uf  July,  1814, 
in  Madison  County,  Ky.,  and  is  the  son  of  Rlalaehi 
and  Courteney  Ann  (Hubbard)  Spence,  natives  of 


North  Carolina  and  Marjdand  respectively.  The 
mother  died  in  1817.  and  the  father  remained  a 
widower  until  his  death  on  the  1st  of  June,  1847,  in 
Livingston  County,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He 
had  the  advantages  of  only  a  limited  education,  and 
in  polities  he  was  a  Democrat.  There  were  liorn  to 
them  nine  children — Lacada,  Sarah,  James,  Mary, 
Rebecca,  Keziah,  Carrie,  our  subject,  and  one  who 
died  in  infaiiej'. 

Mr.  Spence  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  spent  all 
the  time  that  he  could  in  attending  the  primitive 
schools  of  that  day,  which  were  taught  in  log  school- 
houses,  there  being  no  better  school  buildings  until 
long  after  Mr.  Spence  had  attained  to  manhood. 
He  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two,  ^\hen  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Darnall,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1837, 
by  the  Rev.  John  Darnell,  of  the  B.iptist  Church. 
She  was  born  on  the  18th  of  September,  1820,  in 
Boone  County,  Ky.,  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
Illinois  in  1830.  Her  father,  Mr.  V.  M.  Darnall, 
was  snowbound  in  the  winter  of  1830-31  at  Mack- 
inaw, McLean  County,  where  he  had  gone  to  obtain 
provisions  for  the  family.  On  account  of  the  ex- 
traordinary snow  drifts  on  the  prairie,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  remain  away  from  his  family  for  five  days 
with  the  full  knowledge  that  they  were  suffering  for 
food.  His  is  credited  with  being  the  first  family  to 
settle  in  Livingston  Count}-,  and  they  suffered  ter- 
rible hardships  and  privations,  the  relation  of  which 
would  seem  incredible  to  the  people  who  are  now 
living  in  comfort  and  plenty  in  this  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spence  were  born  five  children: 
Courteney  A.  R.,  who  married  John  M.  Darnall, 
who  died  in  the  .army  in  18(i4;  Melvina  F.  E.,  now 
Mrs.  Allen  Bentley  :  Martin  M.,  who  married  Jennie 
Darnall:  Marj'  E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  D.  C. 
Avery,  and  Marcus  D.,  who  married  Miss  Cora 
Myers,  and  is  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  this  county. 

Mr.  Spence  accompanied  his  parents  when  they 
arrived  in  Illinois  on  the  15th  of  October,  1831. 
He  began  life  for  himself  without  capital  and  with- 
out land.  The  first  hou.sP  in  which  he  lived  was 
16x18  feet  in  dimensions,  constructed  of  roughly 
hewed  logs,  with  a  plank  floor,  .and  his  first  [Hirchasc 
of  real  estate  was  eightj^  acres  of  Government  Land. 
.^ 
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As  the  years  went  by  and  the  eoimtry  became  bet- 
tor poi'iilalecl.he  became  move  prosperous,  and  from 
time  to  time  added  a  few  acres  to  his  original  pur- 
chase, so  that  his  farm  now  cimsists  of  320  acres  of 
land,  all  of  which  is  cultivated  to  the  best  advan- 
t;iire.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Spence  can  be  triilj-  designated 
as  the  pioneers  of  Livingston  Countj',  for  they 
have  the  lionor  of  enjoying  the  distinction  of  being 
the  fii-st  couple  married  in  the  county.  The  half 
century  wiiich  has  just  closed  shows  the  wisdom  of 
the  choice  on  the  jiart  of  each,  for  during  that  long- 
period  they  have  lived  together  as  man  and  wife 
happily  and  contentedly,  sliaring  alike  their  joy> 
and  sorrows.  Mr.  Spence  has  been  a  life-long  Dem- 
oci-at,  and  has  lived  to  see  his  party  again  in  power. 
after  having  no  voice  in  the  (Government  for  over 
twenty  'years.  Mrs.  Spence  is  a  member  of  the 
Bapti>t  Church,  regular  in  her  attendance,  and  ilc- 
\  oted  in  her  loyalty. 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  present  on  a  preceding  page 
of  tills  volume  portraits  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spence, 
Horth\-  pioneer^  of  Livingston  County. 


H.  CONRAD.  A  large  number  of  the 
residents  of  Dwight  Township  are  scions  of 
old  Pennsylvania  families  who  descended 
from  Knglish.  German  and  Irish  ancestry,  and  came 
to  this  eountr3'  in  the  Colonial  days.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  is  now  largely  engaged  as  a  lum- 
ber dealer  in  Dwight,  is  the  grandson  of  lleniv 
Conrad,  who  emigrated  from  Germany  late  in  1700. 
His  mother  joined  him  in  the  voyage,  but  died  on 
the  ocean  and  was  committed  to  a  watery  grave. 
The  son  located  at  Woodstock,  Shenandoah  Co., 
\'a..  wht-re  he  engaged  at  hotel-keeping  and  butch- 
ering, and  continued  in  that  locality  for  a  period  of 
twenty  year^..  lie  became  thoroughly  American- 
ized, imbibing  the  p.atriotic  ))rinciples  of  llic  Colon- 
i^.t-,aiid  served  .-is  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  l.si2. 

Among  the  sons  of  Henry  Conrad  was  William. 
who  became  the  fjithei-  of  our  sidijecl.  lie  was 
born  at  Woorlstock,  \'a.,  in  171)7,  and  early  in  lilV 
learned  the  trade  of  .-i  wagon-maker,  which  he  fol- 
lowed m:iiiy  years  in  Lancaster  Cunnly.  of  \vlii<li  !!<■ 
became  a   resident    when  tweiily-foui    ye.'ii-  of  age. 
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He  married  Miss  Rebecca,  daughter  of  William 
Iloster,  of  Berks  County,  Pa.,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  the  following 
are  living,  namely:  John,  Jacob,  Henry  and  W. 
11.  Five  years  ago  Benjamin  crossed  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  when  last  heard  from  was  in  Montana.  The 
daughters  were  Mary,  who  married  John  Faust,  of 
California ;  P^lizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry 
Ditterline,  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.;  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  Tillman  Steininger,  of  DuPage  County,  HI.; 
Ann,  wlui  married  Peter  Good,  of  Livingston 
County;  Barbara,  the  wife  of  John  Klughard,  of 
this  county ;  and  Margaret,  wlio  married  William 
Snyder,  of  Kankakee  County.  William  Conrad 
came  to  Kankakee  County,  III.,  in  1859,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming,  but  only  lived  until  the  fall  of 
the  following  year:  the  mother  is  still  living,  and 
has  now  reached  her  eighty -fifth  j'ear.  Both  were 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  quiet  and  unostentatious  in  his 
habits,  industrious  and  honest,  and  possessed  all  the 
qualities  of  a  substantial  and  reliable  citizen.  He 
was  energetic  and  industrious,  and  surrounded  his 
familj'  with  all  the  comforts  of  life.  In  early  man- 
hood he  had  identified  himself  with  the  old-line 
Whigs  but  later  endorsed  Republican  principles. 

W.  H.  Conrad,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was 
born  in  Lancaster  Court}-,  Pa.,  Julj'  27,  1832,  and 
spent  his  childhood  and  youth  upon  a  farm,  while 
in  winter  he  pursued  his  studies  at  the  district 
school.  When  eigliteen  3-ears  of  age  he  commenced 
learning  the  carpenter's  trade  and  continued  a  resi- 
dent of  his  native  county  until  1854.  lie  then 
started  for  the  West,  and  crossing  the  Father  of 
Waters,  located  in  J.ackson  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  three  years.  He  met  with  such 
success  thiit  he  decided  he  was  entitled  to  spend  a 
l)art  of  ills  earnings  on  a  visit  to  his  childhood's 
home  and  iiis  old  friends.  Upon  starting  again  for 
the  West  lie  stopped  in  DuPage  County,  III.,  a 
short  time,  and  then  became  a  resident  of  Joliet  for 
one  year.  Subsequently  he  migrated  to  Chicago, 
and  W.MS  (>mji!oyed  at  his  trade  in  different  places 
until  1  Ht;,",.  In  tlie  spring  of  tinityear  he  set  up  in 
liusiness  I'oi'  hiniself  at  Dwight,  and  in  1  8(>8  w.as  in 
good  condilion  linancially  to  establish  a  home  of 
his  own.  lie  was  accordingly  married  to  Miss 
.^^ 
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Mary,  rl/iughter  of  Simon  and  Margaret  (Taylor) 
Winkler,  of  Dwight.  The  little  hmischolrt  in  due 
time  was  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  two  daughters — 
Lillie  and  Mary.  The  progress  of  Mr.  Conrad  was 
steadily  onward,  and  in  1877,  having  a  snug  capi- 
tal, he  [lut  up  a  steam  planing-mill  and  tuli  factory 
at  Dwight,  and  engaged  extensively  in  the  manu- 
facture of  barrels  and  butter-tubs.  Upon  abandon- 
ing this  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  in 
which  he  has  since  also  been  uniformly  successful. 

Mr.  Courad  is  now  nirnibered  among  the  prom- 
inent and  reliable  business  men  of  the  town,  and 
with  his  familj'  moves  in  the  best  society.  Politi- 
cally, he  has  always  been  a  Kepublican,  and  with  his 
wife  and  daughters,  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Evangelical  Church.  Miss  Mary  Conrad, 
who  with  her  sister  has  been  finely  educated,  is 
book-keeper  for  her  father,  and  does  her  work  iii  an 
expert  and  business-like  manner. 


^^^r%j4 
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\fl  EMUELF.  SHEPHERD.  Prominent  among 
I  (@  ^^'^®  respected  citizens  and  successful  men  of 
J£J— ^  Livingston  County,  who  have  succeeded  in 
life  through  their  own  energy  and  perseverance,  is 
the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  who  rs  at  present 
residing  on  his  fine  farm  of  320  acres  in  Saunemin 
Township. 

Mr.  Shepherd  is  a  native  of  Montgomerj^  Count}', 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  the  2d  of  August,  1834, 
aud  is  the  son  of  John  P.  and  Nancy  E.  Shepherd, 
natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Virginia  respectively. 
In  the  year  1836  he  accompanied  his  parents  when 
they  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Marshall 
Couutj',  where  the}'  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers. 
They  remained  in  that  county  until  1872,  when 
they  moved  to  Minonk,  Woodford  Count}',  where 
the  mother  resides :  the  father  died  in  187G.  The 
latter,  during  liis  lifetime,  served  as  Township 
Road  Commissioner  in  Marshall  Count}',  and  filled 
other  important  positions  in  the  government  of  the 
township. 

Our  subject  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  attained  to  years  of  manhood,  during  which 
time  he  received  careful  training  in  the  rudiments 
of    farming,   and  also  obtained   a  fair  education  in 


the  public  schools.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life 
upon  the  farm,  excepting  alxiut  four  years,  during 
which  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  livery  liusiness 
in  Washburn.  Woodford  Co.,  111.  On  the  21st  of 
February,  1857,  Mr.  8he[iherd  was  married  to  Mary 
J.  Gray,  who  was  born  on  the  23d  of  June,  1835, 
in  Marshall  County,  111.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Osborn)  Gray,  both  of 
whom  were  Kentuckians  by  l)irth,  and  came  to  Illi- 
nois at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Marshall  County. 
Of  this  union  have  been  born  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  living:  John  P.  was  liorn  Nov.  4,  1858; 
William  R.,  Dec.  12,  1861  ;  Frank  I.,  Oct.  7,  1865; 
Charles  E.,  May  1,  1869;  Isabelle  C,  July  6,  1871 ; 
and  Jessie  E.,  Jan.  2,  1875. 

In  March,  1876,  Mr.  Shepherd  became  a  citizen 
of  Livingston  County,  and  purchased  320  acres  of 
land  in  Saunemin  Township,  upon  which  he  has 
since  resided,  and  devoted  his  time  to  making  sub- 
stantial improvements.  That  he  has  succeeded  will 
be  seen  by  examining  the  view  of  his  home,  which 
is  shown  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Shepherd  has 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  for  six  years,  and  for 
many  years  in  the  capacity  of  School  Director.  In 
polities  he  votes  and  acts  independently  of  either  of 
the  old  organized  parties,  and  votes  for  men  whom 
he  considers  qualified  to  discharge  the  trusts  con- 
ferred upon  them  honestly,  regardless  of  what  party 
they  belong  to.  Mrs.  Shepherd  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  devotes  con- 
siderable time  to  the  welfare  of  that  organization. 
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F.  CORBIN.  One  of  the  most  commanding 
and  picturesque  homesteads  in  Sunbury 
Township  is  that  occupied  by  our  subject  on 
section  20.  He  is  a  Virginian  by  birth, 
being  born  in  Taylor  County,  that  State,  Oct.  5, 
1843,  and  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  nine  children 
l>orn  to  Oliver  H.  P.  and  Mary  E.  (Flowers)  Corbin, 
natives  of  Harrison  County,  W.  Xn. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Ander- 
son and  Elizalieth  (Haines)  Corbin,  were  natives  of 
Maryland  and  West  Virginia  respectively,  the 
former  of  English  descent.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
Mr.  Corbin  became  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
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army,  in  whii-U  also  his  father,  Francis  Corbin,  was 
l^uarteruiaster.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Jt'sso 
and  Mary  (^Lncas)  Flowers,  were  natives  of  Mrginia 
and  also  of  English  descent.  The  Flowers  lumily 
was  largely  composed  of  professional  men,  several 
of  them  having  liecome  eminent  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  and  in  their  d,av  were  nearly-  all  prominent 
in  ]>olitics.  <lesse  Flowei'S  was  a  member  of  the  Old 
Dominitm  I.egislatnre,  and  upon  the  construction 
of  the  .St;ite  of  West  Virginia,  after  the  war,  .served 
as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  that  Mate.  His 
father.  John  Flowers,  lived  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  carpenter  bj- 
trade,  but  spent  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  in  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer.  Coming  to  Illinois  in  1 854, 
he  entered  the  land  upon  Avhich  our  subject  now  re- 
sides, and  made  it  his  home  until  1870,  when  he 
rented  the  farm  and  went  to  Ilolden,  Johnson  Co., 
Mo.,  and  spent  a  j'ear  and  a  half  in  looking  over 
the  country.  While  there  his  demise  took  place, 
and  the  family  then  returned  to  the  old  homestead 
in  Livingston  County,  wliere  the  widow  now  resides 
witli  our  suliject. 

Mr.  Corbin  has  lived  upon  the  farm  all  his  life, 
and  in  early  boyhood  applied  himself  closely  to  fa- 
miliarizing himself  with  all  the  details  of  farm  work, 
imjiroving  all  the  opportunities  also  that  were  avail- 
able for  obtaining  .t  good  common-school  education. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  left  liome  to  CMre 
for  himself,  going  to  Holden,  Mo.,  where  his  parents 
joined  him  some  time  afterward.  While  living 
here  he  became  engaged  for  a  time  as  baggage- 
ma.-ter,  and  was  also  emi^loyed  liy  tlie  Western 
Cnion  Tclegiaph  Company.  Upon  the  death  of  his 
father  he  settled  up  his  affairs  in  Missouri,  and  re- 
tinned  with  the  widowed  mother  and  children  to  the 
homestead  in  this  county.  Our  snbj<'Ct's  brothers  and 
sisters  were  named  as  follows:  John  II.,  Jesse  F.. 
Florence,  Fdith,  .Mary  E.,  Francis  .M.,  Sarah  J., 
licnj.'iinin  B.  and  Oliver  II.  I'.  Francis  and  Benjamin 
died  in  infancy;  .Mary  E.  married  L.  F.  Harvey,  a 
fanner,  and  livc^d  in  Lincoln  County,  Mo.,  wlicrc 
she  died  leaving  two  children,  one  of  whom  died 
I'Mjn  after,  and  the  other,  Mary  E.,  was  re.ncil  un- 
der the  care  of  onr  subject  and  his  niotlier;  Ivliili 
married  Oliver  IF.  I".  Lowers,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
wh«i  is  engaged  in  farming  and  .stock-raising  on  the 


section  south  of  the  old  homestead.  Since  Mr. 
Corbin's  return  to  Livingston  County  he  has  eon- 
ducted  the  affairs  of  the  home  farm  suecess- 
fidly,  and  liesides  cultivating  crops  has  engaged 
considerably  in  stock-raising.  The  farm  consists 
of  KiO  acres  of  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  position  of  the  farm  is  one  of  the  most 
desirable  in  the  townshij). 

Ml',  (.'orljin  is  quite  active  in  pc.ilitics.  although 
he  is  not  attached  to  either  of  the  old  political 
parties.  In  1880  he  was  elected  Supervisor  for  Sun- 
bury  Township  on  the  Independent  ticket,  .and  has 
held  that  office  every  year  since  without  serious  op- 
position. He  has  also  served  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  seveial  years,  and  School  Treasurer  seven 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and 
recently  joined  the  encampment  at  Pontiac.  He  is 
one  of  the  live  men  of  Sunbury  Township,  and 
makes  his  influoiee  felt  upon  all  occasions  where 
the  people  of  the  township  are  interested  or  where 
their  condition  can  be  bettered. 

As  representative  of  the  buildings  of  this  section 
of  country,  we  present  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume a  view  of  Mr.  Corbiu"s  residence  and  its  sur- 
roundings. 


■JllEREMIAlI  COLLINS.  One  of  the  finest 
farms  in  this  section  of  countr3',  both  in  the 
^_^  I  way  of  improvements  and  farm  buildings,  is 
(^^'  the  one  occupied  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  on  section  25,  Esmen  Township.  Mr. 
Collins  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  Jan.  22, 
18.'51,  and  was  the  eldest  child  in  a  family  of  thir- 
teen born  to  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Penney)  Collins, 
natives  of  Ohio  and  Virginia  respectively.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  Jeremiah  Collins,  a  native 
of  France,  who  was  a  Captain  in  tiie  Revolutionary 
War  under  Gen.  LaFayette.  The  maternal  grand- 
father was  .lames  I'eiuiey,  and  his  wife  was  a  Miss 
Holmes,  wiio  w;is  born  in  Ireland.  Tiie  father  of 
Mr.  CoUins  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  came  to 
Oltaw.-ion  the  IGth  of  July,  1838,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  for  si'ven  years  and  then  engaged  in 
I'arniiMg.  lie  made  two  trips  to  California,  and  now 
lives  in  Marseilles.  111. ;  the  mother  is  dead. 

Mr.  Collins  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  received  his 
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education  at  the  common  sciiools.  At  tiic  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  in  1852,  be  went  to  California  by 
the  overland  route,  in  wagons  dravvn  by  oxen,  and 
consumed  six  months  on  the  journey.  After  mining 
and  lumbering  there  for  a  little  over  three  years,  he 
became  dissatisfied  with  the  country  and  returned 
home  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  riding,  at  that 
place,  on  the  first  railroad  he  ever  saw.  .Soon  after 
his  return  to  the  States  he  came  to  Ottawa,  111., 
where  he  arrived  on  the  20tli  of  November,  185.5, 
and  began  farming,  which  occupation  he  followed 
for  several  years. 

On  the  utli  of  August,  18(12,  Mr.  Cnllins  eidisted 
ill  Company  C,  88th  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Capt. 
George  A.  Sheridan,  at  Seneca,  and  was  mustered 
into  the  service  at  Chicago,  under  Col.  F.  T.  Sher- 
man. The  regiment  was  first  sent  to  Jeffersonville, 
Ind.,  opposite  Louisville.  Ky..  and  soon  afterward 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Perryviile,  Ky.  Mr. 
Collins  was  di.sabled  by  sickness,  and  was  discharged 
at  Gallatin,  Tenn.,  Feb.  5,  1863,  and  for  two  years 
after  was  unable  to  perform  any  work. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  1855,  Mr.  Collins  was 
married  to  Eliza  J.  Turner,  who  was  born  at  Leeds, 
England,  on  the  Gth  of  Januar3%  1835.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  George  and  Ann  Turner,  natives 
of  England,  who  came  to  America  at  an  early  day, 
and  settled  at  Dayton,  LaSalle  County,  in  1841, 
where  they  spent  their  declining  j-ears.  Mrs. 
Collins  died  Feb.  6,  1872,  leaving  a  family  of  five 
children,  who  are  recorded  as  follows:  George  D. 
was  born  Jan.  11,  1857;  William  E.,  June  2,  1858; 
Martha  J.,  Dec. :],  1859;  Charles  J.,  April  30,  1804; 
Warren  R.,  May  1,  1866.  Charles  and  Warren  are 
unmarried  and  live  at  home;  Geoi'ge  married  Mary 
(Junu  and  they  reside  in  Esmen  Township;  Will- 
iam married  Mar_y  Mackinson,  and  lives  on  a  farm 
in  the  same  township;  Martha  married  S.  F.  Slider, 
and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Owego  Township.  Mrs. 
Collins  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  was  a  lady  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Collins  was  a  second  time  married,  to  Raciicl 
Wilkerson,  Oct.  20,  1872.  Slie  was  born  in 
Madison  County,  Ky.,  on  the  21st  of  March,  1854, 
and  was  the  fourth  child  in  a  family  of  nine  born 
to  Jolm  and  Mary  (Bentley)  Wilkerson,  who  are 
natives  of  Kentucky,  and  now  reside  in  Lexington, 


111.  Immediately  after  this  marriage  Mr.  and  Mr.s. 
Collins  settled  on  the  farm  where  they  have  ever 
since  resided.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living:  Mary  was  born  Dec. 
19,  1873;  Graeie  M.,  May  18,  1877;  John  E.,  Sept. 
29,  1878,  and  Sadie  B.,  Feb.  10,  1885.  Mr.  Collins' 
first  purchase  of  land  was  eightj'  acres,  part  of 
which  was  improved,  in  1855,  and  soon  thereafter 
he  bought  fifty  acres  more.  This  he  sold,  and  com- 
ing to  Livingston  County  in  1871  purchased  160 
acres  of  imiu'oved  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
eighty  acres.  In  1887  he  built  a  commodious 
residence,  which  is  nicelj'  furnished  throughout. 
On  another  page  of  this  volume  is  shown  a  view  of 
Mr.   Collins'  residence. 

Mr.  Collins  is  not  active  in  political  matters,  and 
has  only  consented  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
offices  of  School  Director  and  Road  Commissioner. 
In  elections,  however,  he  votes  for  the  candidates 
of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  enterprising  and 
go-ahead  citizen,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all 
public  affairs  which  affect  the  people. 

[fl  EANDER  MORGAN,  a  retired  farmer  of 
I  (^  Dwight  Township,  withdrew  from  the  active 
-J'— ^Vi  labors  of  an  agriculturist  in  1887,  and  took 
up  his  abode  in  the  town  of  Dwight,  where  he  is 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life  and  enjoj'ing 
the  rest  and  ease  which  he  has  so  justly  earned. 
He  has  lived  worthily  and  presented  an  example 
which  the  present  generation  will  do  well  to  emu- 
late. He  is  the  scion  of  an  excellent  old  family, 
the  essential  points  in  the  history  of  which  is  as 
follows: 

The  first  representative  of  this  branch  of  the 
Morgan  family  in  America  was  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  emigrated  from  Wales 
when  a  young  man,  accompanied  by  two  lu'Others,  at 
a  period  long  before  the  Revolutionary  War.  They 
located  in  Reading,  Fairfield  Co.,  Conn.,  and  there 
joined  the  Society  of  Friends  who  had  fied  from 
Wales  and  England  to  escape  persecution  and  en- 
joy the  right  to  worship  after  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience.  Among  the  sons  of  this  gentleman 
was    James    Morgan,   grandfathei'  of   our  subject, 
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who  was  born  in  Eeailing\  Conn.,  and  was  reared  to 
fanning  pui-snits.  He  also,  in  coniplianee  with  his 
early  teaeliings.  identified  himself  with  tlie  Friends, 
and  npt>n  reaching  manhood,  was  married  to  JNliss 
>Iarv  Osl'oru,  a  native  of  his  own  town.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  namely :  Ezekiel 
Zalmaii.  .loel,  -Stephen,  William,  Dolly  and  Mary. 
Cnuulfather  Morgan  reared  his  family  in  the  quiet 
of  their  New  England  h(,vme,  and  remained  a  resi- 
dent of  that  locality  all  his  life,  llis  three  brothers 
settled  near  him.  and  they  were  all  distinguished  as 
|>eaccable  and  law-abiding  citizens.  The  Friends 
had  no  regular  church,  and  the  people  held  religious 
meetings  at  their  homes.  The  Friends,  as  is  well 
known,  are  averse  to  warfare,  and  refusing  to  serve 
.as  soldiei-s,  Jlr.  Morgan  and  his  brothers  were  all 
imprisoned  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  The 
British  soldieis  visited  the  homestead  im  one  of 
their  raids  but  did  little  mischief  beyond  drinking 
the  milk  in  the  |)antry. 

(Trandfather  Morgan  accumuhited  a  handsome 
property,  including  200  acres  of  land,  witli  a 
substantial  mansion  and  all  the  appurtenances 
which  Went  to  make  up  the  complete  homestead  of 
tliat  da}-.  There  Steplien  JNIorgan,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born,  and  continued  under  the 
parental  roof  until  reaching  his  majority.  He  took 
naturally  to  farm  pursuits,  and  when  readj'  to  es- 
taljlish  domestic  ties  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Annie,  daughter  of  .lohn  St.  .John,  of  Wilton 
Township.  The  household  in  due  time  included 
ten  children,  namely :  (leorge,  Giles,  Roswell,  Le- 
under,  Hiram,  Hermon,  Samuel,  John,  Delia  A.  and 
Kunice.  These  children  were  all  reared  on  the  old 
farm,  and  all  have  passed  aw.'ij-  except  George,  Iler- 
nion  and  our  sul>ject. 

Stejihen  Morgan  swung  loose,  somewliat,  from 
his  early  religions  training,  and  identified  himself 
with  the  more  modern  Congregationalists.  He  still 
l>reserved,  however,  the  stanch  morality  and  tem- 
perance of  life  which  had  distinguished  his  progeni- 
tors, and  wa-s  greatly  rc^jjected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  He  acrpiiied  a  good  education  and  was  a  fine 
))Ciiman.  He  bi-'-ame  prominent  in  locuf  affairs  .and 
tinnlly  wa-  called  upon  to  re|>resent  his  couuly  in 
the  Conncetii-iit  l.eyislaliire.  'J'iie  Moi-gan  laiuilv 
allainfd  to    hiyh  slaiidiiig   in    "the    l:ind    of  stearly 


habits,"  were  of  stalwart  frame  and  sound  consti- 
tution, and  remarkable  for  their  industry  and 
energy.  The}"  made  for  themselves  a  name  of 
which  their  descendants  may  well  be  proud. 

Thesuliject  of  this  biographj-  was  born  at  the 
old  homestead  of  his  parents,  Feb.  24,  181.5,  in  the 
mansion  which  had  sheltered  three  generations  of 
the  Morgan  familj'.  He  became  accustomed  in 
early  life  to  the  various  emplojinents  of  the  farm, 
and  received  a  common-school  education.  Upon 
reaching  manhood  one  of  his  first  important  steps 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  home  of  his  own  was 
Ids  marriage  with  Miss  Ann  Eliza,  daughter  of 
Ellas  and  Lettie  (Dickens)  Barker,  of  Greenwich. 
After  his  marriage  he  removed  to  Yonkers,  N.  Y., 
and  was  there  engaged  ten  years,  when  he  returned 
to  his  native  State,  and  three  years  later,  in  185G, 
set  out  for  what  was  then  the  far  West.  Upon 
reaching  Livingston  Count}',  this  State,  he  pur- 
chased a  quarter  section  of  land  one  mile  and  a 
half  from  the  present  flourishing  town  of  Dwight, 
which  was  then  but  a  mere  hamlet  of  four  houses. 
There  was  not  a  tree  to  be  seen  in  the  townshii) 
and  no  fences  or  other  indications  that  it  would 
ever  be  a  point  worthy  of  any  special  interest.  He 
and  his  wife  began  life  there  in  the  pioneer  fash- 
ion, armed  with  hope  and  strength  and  prepared  to 
meet  every  emergencj'.  The  dilliculties  and  priva- 
tions which  they  experienced  seem  now  even  greater 
than  they  did  then,  because  of  the  contrast  between 
the  past  and  the  present. 

Mr.  Morgan,  true  to  the  instincts  which  he  had 
derived  from  his  ancestry,  put  his  shoulder  cheer- 
fully to  the  car  of  progress,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  to  assist  in  the  establishment  of  educational 
and  religious  institutions.  He  helped  to  build  the 
churches  and  sustain  the  societies,  contributed  of 
his  means  to  the  erection  of  school-houses,  and  by 
all  methods  in  his  power,  encouraged  the  settling 
up  of  the  country  with  an  intelligent  and  progres- 
sive peoi>le.  He  had  become  a  AVhig  in  early  man- 
hood, but  upon  the  abandonment  of  the  old  i)arty 
cordially  endorsed  the  principles  of  the  Rejiublicans. 
The  temijerance  movement  of  late  3'ears  has  en- 
listed llis  symi)atliies  in  the  warmest  degree,  and  ho 
i>  now  an  active  Trohibitionist,  and  htipes  to  live 
until  he  shall  assist  in  the  election  of  a  Prohibition 
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caiidiilate  to  tlie  Presidential  Chair.  Both  he  and 
his  excellent  wife  united  with  the  Congregational 
Cliiirch  years  ago.  Mr.  Morgan  is  in  all  respects 
an  honor  to  his  stanch  New  England  ancestry,  and 
looks  back  to  the  stoi'y  of  iiis  progenitors  with  par- 
donable pride,  taking  as  niiicli  satisfaction  in  being 
a  descendant  of  James  Morgan  as  though  lie  were 
William  the  Conqueror. 

Tiicie  were  born  to  Leander  and  Mrs.  Morgan 
four  children,  namel3' :  Marie  A.,  Leander  B., 
William  H.  and  George  A.  Tlie  two  j'oungest  sons 
are  stock  dealers  at  Gardner,  111.  Their  only  daugli- 
ter,  Marie,  was  taken  from  the  household  circle  by 
death  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  years. 

--V -o^^o.  g)^><^..o4o <v— 

•^  IlILLIAM  W.  HILTON,  who  is  engaged  in 
\/iJl/  cultivating  the  old  Hilton  homestead,  was 
V^y\^  born  in  Esmen  Township,  Livingston 
County,  on  the  5th  of  Jauuarj-,  1  849.  He  is  the  only 
child  born  to  Philip  K.  and  Matilda  .S.  (Longuecker) 
Hilton,  natives  of  Ohio  and  New  York  respectively, 
of  whom  a  biographical  sketch  is  given  in  another 
part  of  this  Aliuji.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  farm 
life  and  received  a  liberal  education.  He  first  at- 
tended the  common  schoolsat  Odeil,  passed  through 
tlie  High  Schools  of  that  town,  and  was  graduated 
from  the  select  school  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Like  his  father,  William  W.  Hilton  has  been  an 
extensive  traveler.  In  1873  he  wont  with  his 
father  overland  to  Denver,  Col.,  visiting  the  nat- 
ural parks,  Colorado  Springs,  Pike's  Peak  and  all  the 
noted  mountain  scenery.  During  this  trip  he  joined 
in  a  buffalo  hunt,  and  with  the  help  of  a  colored 
man  who  accompanied  him,  killed  a  young  buffalo. 
He  spent  the  winter  in  the  mines,  and  proceeding 
to  California  the  next  spring,  visited  Los  Angeles, 
San  Jose,  the  sea-shore  at  San  Pedro  and  the  bath- 
ing resorts  at  Santa  Cruz,  and  thence  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  by  rail  by  the  way  of  Denver  to  his  home 
in  Livingston  County.  Upon  his  return  in  1876  he 
assisted  in  restoring  the  farm,  which  had  consider- 
ably run  down  during  the  absence  of  himself  and 
father.  After  this  he  engaged  for  a  short  time  at 
farm  work  in  the  neighborhood. 

On  the  8th  of  October,  187(;,.Mr.  Hilton  was  mar- 


ried to  Miss  Alice  J.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Sophia  (Armen)  Stevens,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio, 
but  migrated  to  Illinois  at  an  early  date,  where  the 
mother  died.  The  father  now  resides  in  Lawrence, 
Kan.,  where  he  is  eiigaged  iu  wagon-making.  Mrs. 
Hilton  was  reared  by  the  family  of  Hugh  Cummins. 
After  marriage  Mr.  Hilton  worked  at  farming  in 
Esmen  Town.ship  for  one  season,  and  then  moved 
upon  the  homestead  where  he  has  since  remained, 
actively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hilton  have  six  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  Philip  Kimball.  Henry  Wallace,  Clara 
Matilda,  George  Franklin,  Mabel  May  and  Edna 
Pearl. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Hilton  followed  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father  and  gives  his  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  party.  He  is  not  very  active  in 
politics,  but  discharges  his  duty  as  a  citizen  by 
always  voting.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, as  well  as  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  and  has  oc- 
cupied in  these  orders  the  higher  positions  in  the 
subordinate  lodges.  He  has  served  his  neighbors 
in  the  capacity  of  School  Director  many  3'ears,  and 
has  also  been  Overseer  of  Highways.  He  is  an  excel- 
lent citizen,  correct  in  his  habits  and  |)ronipt  in  his 
business  transactions. 

ETER  ML'NSON.  In  no  other  counlry  on 
i|)  the  face  of  the  globe  do  there  exist  such  op- 
portunities for  success  in  any  of  the  pursuits 
followed  by  men,  and  particularly  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  as  in  the  United  States.  Ever 
since  the  settlement  of  the  country  the  public  do- 
main has  been  without  limit,  .so  far  as  the  demand 
for  land  is  concerned,  and  even  now  there  is  enough 
unoccupied  land  to  afford  a  farm  for  the  heads  of 
families  of  the  balance  of  the  world.  Thousands  of 
men  have  come  from  foreign  coiuitries  who  did  not 
possess  a  dollar  when  they  landed  on  our  shores, 
and  within  a  few  years  become  the  owners  of  am- 
ple and  beautiful  farms.  Our  customs  and  privi- 
leges are  such  that  an}-  man,  no  matter  what  his 
nativity,  if  he  is  industrious  and  economical,  can 
have  a  landed  homestead  of  his  own  on  which  no 
one  dare  molest  him  in   his   \esti'd   rights,  or  make 
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hiiu  afraid.  He  need  not  have  mone^-  to  begin 
with;  all  the  capital  required  is  willing  hands  and  a 
stout  heart. 

Peter  Muiison,  who  is  an  enterprising  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  on  section  29,  Poiitiae  Township,  is  a 
native  of  Denmark,  and  was  horn  on  the  11th  of 
April.  18o7.  He  is  tlie  son  of  Morgens  and  Eliza- 
beth (Miinson')  Andersen,  and  was  their  first  born. 
He  was  reared  to  nianhiuid  in  his  ii.'itivc  rimntry, 
and  received  a  good  education  iji  his  native  lan- 
guage. In  \S^>7  he  enugrated  to  America,  taking 
ixa>s;ige  at  Copenhiigen  upon  a  sailing-vessel,  and 
after  a  voyage  of  tliree  weeks  lantled  at  New  York 
tity.  and  came  innnediately  to  I.aSaile  County, 
where  he  resided  six  years.  Almut  IsCi;)  he  caiiic 
to  Livingston  Cnunty,  of  wliicli  he  has  since  been  a 
citizen.  h\  September,  1804,  he  joined  the  54th  Illi- 
nois Regiment,  being  attached  to  Companj-  B.  He 
participated' in  tlie  battles  at  Franklin  and  Nasii- 
ville.  and  in  numerous  shirmishes,  serving  until  the 
15th  of  June,  1865,  when  he  was  honorably-  dis- 
charged. He  now  owns  120  acres  of  good  land, 
which  lie  purchased  with  money  accumulated  through 
hi>  own  industry  and  economy. 

Mr.  Munson  was  married,  on  the  .'id  of  Novem- 
ber, 1867,  to  Catherine  E.  Kofod,  and  they  have 
had  <ix  children,  five  of  whom  are  living — Matilda. 
Milo.  Joseph.  ICarnest  and  Lillie.  Mr.  Munson  is  a 
member  <>f  tiic  Republican  parly,  and  has  been 
elected  by  the  peoi)le  u|)(m  several  occasions  to 
l)ublic  office.  He  is  now  serving  as  School  Director 
in  District  No.  5,  and  was  elected  Township  Road 
Commissi! iner  in  the  sj)ring  of  1887.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episco|)al  Clnircli,  and  gives 
of  his  time  and  me.ins  liberally  for  the  support  of 
that  organization.  As  a  citizen  he  stands  well 
among  hi>  neighbors,  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  of  I'ontiac  T(nvu>lii)i. 

J'OII.N  R.  RADCLIEF.  One  of  ihe  be>t 
I  '•iiltivated  f:n-nis  .and  most  plea-Mut  lionn'- 
j  -U■lu^^  ill  Living.-ton  C(jniity  is"  located  in 
Dwight  TowiLship.  near  the  town  of  Dwiglit, 
ill  which  Ihe  Mibject  of  this  -ketch  an<l  his  family 
reside.     .Mr.  liadcliK  i-  .,{  \V<hli  decent. 


Isaiah  Radcliff,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
our  sketch,  came  as  a  young  man  from  AV'ales  be- 
f<n'e  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Fayette  County,  Fa.,  near  Perryoiwlis. 
lie  married  Miss  Hannah  Corable,  and  to  them 
were  born  eight  children — .Samuel,  Laban,  John, 
Joseph,  Hannah.  Rebecca,  Sarah  and  Phojbe.  He 
was,  like  many  of  the  original  pioneers  of  this 
coniitiy,  ;\  man  wlio  made  few  changes  in  life.  He 
remained  on  the  old  homestead  all  his  days  in  the 
quiet  life  of  the  jiioneer,  before  railroads  had  fur- 
nished axailable  means  of  travel,  and  died  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century.  In  his  religious  beliefs 
he  was  an  adherent  of  the  Bajitist  Church. 

.Joseph  Radcliff,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1801,  and 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  learning  farm- 
ing alsij,  which  he  followed  on  the  old  homestead. 
At  his  father's  death  his  mother  was  left  with  a 
small  farm,  and  Joseph  lived  with  her  and  cared  for 
her  until  her  death,  when  he  inherited  the  property. 
In  1 SSO  he  married  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  William 
and  Jane  (Crawford)  Shanks,  of  Fayette  Count}', 
Pa.,  and  to  them  were  boi'n  thirteen  children — 
Maria,  Rebecca,  Phiebe,  John,  Hannah,  Rachel, 
Mary,  Alfred,  Isaiah,  Sarah,  Esther,  Huldah,  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1837  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty left  to  him  by  his  mother  and  bought  a  farm 
near  Union  town,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death  in  1865,  at  the  age  of  sixtj-flve  j-ears.  He 
was  a  strong  Democrat  politically,  and  in  religion 
was  a  Baptist.  He  was  a  man  of  a  vigorous  mind 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  day. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  of  his  grandfather  in  1835,  and  went 
with  the  family  to  Uniontown,  where  he  remained 
until  lie  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  and  becoming  proficient  in 
the  occui)ation  of  a  farmer.  In  1858,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-f(uir  years,  he  married  Miss  Mary  L., 
daughter  of  Absalom  iuid  Rachel  (Leightle)  Carr, 
of  Fayette  County,  Pa.  They  became  the  parents 
of  two  children:  \V.  A.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
lliiilyn  A.,  who  nniriied  Mi.ss  Adella,  daughter  of 
DcMiiis  Mild  Elizabeth  (Martin)  Brown.,  of  Living- 
ston (  ouiity;  tlu^y  are  settled  in  Ida  Grove,  Id.a 
(  o.,  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  as  an  en<>ineer  in  a 
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steam  flouiing-mill,  and  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Arthur  LeRoy  and  an  infant,  Mona  Ames. 
In  1859  Mr.  Kadcliff  moved  to  LaSalie  County, 
and  began  farming  on  rented  land  where  he  re- 
mained for  eleven  years.  In  1870  he  came  to 
Livingston  County,  and  in  1.S74  he  piinliasod  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  near  l^wight.  This 
is  considered  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township, 
and  is  provided  with  comfortable  buildings  and 
other  first-class  improvements,  of  which  a  view  is 
shown  in  this  connection. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radelift'  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  Mr.  U.  has 
been  Steward  for  several  j'ears.  He  is  now  filling 
the  responsible  position  of  School  Trustee,  and 
takes  great  interest  in  all  educational  matters.  His 
very  decided  views  upon  the  temperance  question 
have  led  him  to  join  his  political  fortunes  with  the 
Prohibition  party,  and  he  is  a  very  strong  advocate 
of  the  doctrines  promulgated  b_y  that  party.  The 
success  in  life  attained  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Radcliff  is 
due  to  their  own  united  efforts.  They  began  in  a 
humble  way,  and  by  industrj'  and  perseverance 
have  earned  a  competency.  They  are  now  com- 
fortably situated  and  need  have  little  fear  for  their 
personal  comforts  during  the  balance  of  their  lives. 
They  are  pleasantlj'  surrounded  in  a  social  way,  and 
enjoj'  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all  their  neighbors. 
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\ti  OHN  A.  COYNER.  This  gentleman  is  i)leas- 
I  antly  located  on  section  26,  Avoca  Township, 
I  where  for  a  period  of  eight  years  he  has  been 
^^jl/  successfully  engaged  in  the  various  details  of 
farm  life,  and  is  numbered  am<jng  the  representative 
citizens  of  Avoca  Township.  He  is  the  subject  of 
an  interesting  historj-,  which  is  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Coyner  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Va., 
Nov.  a,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Addison  II.  and 
Elizabeth  (Brown)  Coyner,  also  natives  of  the  Old 
Donnnion,  and  the  father  now  deceased.  His  |ia- 
ternal  ancestors  comprised  one  of  the  finest  branches 
of  an  excellent  Scotch-Irish  family,  while  on  the 
mother's  side  he  is  descended  from  the  rxerraan. 
His    paternal    grandmother,    a  Miss    Rhea,    was   a 


daughter  of  Gov.  Rhea,  Governor  of  North  Caro- 
lina, where  her  whole  family  excei)ting  herself  and 
one  brother  and  sister  were  massacred  by  the  Indians. 
His  maternal  grandfather  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
the  eighteenth  century. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1850,  emigrated 
from  their  native  State  to  McLean  County,  III., 
where  the  father  died  only  a  few  months  after  his 
arrival.  The  mother  continued  there  with  her 
children  until  the  spring  of  1870,  and  then,  accom- 
panied by  her  sons,  .lohn  A.  and  another,  took  up 
their  residence  in  this  county,  where  our  subject, 
with  the  exception  of  four  years  spent  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Mississippi,  has  since  resided.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  at  nearly  eighty  years  of  age, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Forest,  111.  The  parental  house- 
hold included  seven  children,  of  whom  five  survive, 
namelj-:  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  Brunson  Smith,  of 
Forest;  Margaret  E.,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Lockridge,  of 
Indianapolis.  Ind. ;  Sarah  L.,  the  wife  of  Milo 
Rowell,  of  Colorado  Springs,  Col.,  a  lirother  of 
Congressman  Rowell,  of  Illinois:  Charles,  of  San 
Diego,  Cal.,  and  .lohn  A. 

Mr.  Coyner  received  a  thorough  English  educa- 
tion and  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities.  He 
was  fond  of  his  books,  and  after  .leaving  school 
engaged  in  teaching  during  the  winter  for  several 
years,  while  in  the  summer  he  employed  his  time  in 
farm  pursuits.  He  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
sources early  in  life  and  acquired  those  habits  of  in- 
dustry and  economy  which  have  been  the  secret  of 
his  later  success.  He  took  possession  of  his  present 
farm  in  the  spring  of  1880,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  150  acres  of  fertile  land,  which  by  his  own  labors 
has  been  brought  to  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
The  farm  buildings  are  creditable  to  the  |)rt)prietor 
and  the  township  alike,  and  Mr.  Coyner,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  community,  is  rated  among  its  most 
worthy  and  useful  men.  While  a  resident  of  Forest 
he  officiated  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Sunday- 
school  as  Superintendent,  and  is  now  serving  as 
Class-Leader  of  the  Methoilist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Avoca.  His  estimable  lady  also  belongs  to  the 
same  church.  Politically,  Mr.  Coyner  is  Demo- 
cratic, and  during  the  years  1882-83,  represented 
Avoca  Township  in  the  County  Board  of  Super- 
visors.   He  has  always  given  his  siii)p(jrl  lo  the  estab- 
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lishineiit  ami  maiiitenaiue  of  scliuols,  ami  is  at  pivs- 
iMit  serving  as  Director.  It  is  naturally  expected. 
from  his  ehai-acter  am)  habits,  that  he  shmiUl  aid  in 
all  Ihe  enterprises  lenilina'  to  I  lie  welfare  of  the 
community,  and  he  has  never  (li^;lp|llanted  those 
who  have  thus  relied  iipt>n  him. 

Mr.  Co\Mier  was  married,  on  tiie  IJlh  of  March. 
Itt7i<.  to  Miss  Celia  M.,  daughtei-  of  Nicholas  and 
Nancy  (Thompson)  Wilson,  who  were  aiuons  the 
earliest  pioneers  of  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Wil- 
son i>:issed  to  his  long  home  in  ISTC. :  liic  niot^her 
is  now  living  in  Forest.  Mrs.  Coyncr  was  born 
May  14.  18.5t),  and  is  now  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren: Griice  M.,  who  was  born  Dec.  •21,  Ks78: 
Walter  Lee.  April  25,  1881:  Lewis  C  May  21, 
1884.  :»nd  Theodora.  Nov.  .'i,  UsST.  Tlie  two  eld- 
est are  just  couiniencing  their  education  in  the  dis- 
trict .school. 


(i?  KNKY  SIKDENTOP,  one  of  the  leading  ag- 
ir^i]  riculturists  of  Livingston  County,  and  also 
JLJ?  identified  with  her  industrial  interests,  owns 
(^)  :nid  operates  a  good  farm  on  section  l,Snn- 
bnry  Township.  He  also  owns  a  farm  in  Nevada 
Township,  and  is  carrying  on  a  brick-kiln  and  tile 
factory,  which  is  patronized  l)y  a  large  proportion 
of  the  [leople  around  him.  He  came  to  this  county 
in  what  might  properly  be  called  its  pioneer  days, 
and  li:is  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  its  ad- 
vancement and  prosperity.  He  is  regai'dcd  by  his 
neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen  as  m  line  r(|)resent- 
ative  of  the  prosperous  (ierman  citizen  who  pnr- 
snc>  the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  attending  to  hisown 
concerns,  and  as  a  consequence  is  al)undantly  pros- 
liered. 

Mr.  Siedento))  was  boi-n  in  thi'  l'ro\iiicc  ol'  llnn- 
ovtr.  ( icrnian^-,  April  21),  |Kt4..ind  lomcsof  a  rMcc 
of  |(Cople  wlio  for  gcner.'ition-  lia\c-  bi'in  hngcly  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pur.-siiits.  Ili>  f.ither,  Henry 
.sjcderitop.  W!i-  born  in  IJriniswicU.  Il.inovci-.  wliei'c 
hi-  gran<lfathei-  operated  a  faiiii  .ind  -pent,  his  en- 
tire life.  When  a  young  man,  llemy  enleied  ihe 
army  and  .icrved  th('  re«piircd  time,  then  n  tujiiing 
to  the  rural  districts  lir;  resumed  the  lilliuL;  of  the 
-oil  until  hi- deiilh,  which   r)eiMiii'd    in    Isil'.),   wiien 


lie  was  forty-live  years  old.  He  had  inarrieil  a  hidy 
of  his  own  Province,  Miss  Nora  Hormbostel,  one  of 
his  youthful  a.ssociates,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  one  child.  Mrs.  Siedentoi)  was  subsequently 
married  again,  and  came  to  America  with  her  second 
husband.  She  is  still  living  and  a  resident  of  New- 
town Township,  this  county. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  son  of  his  parents  and  h.is 
two  half-sisters.  Under  the  admirable  school  sys- 
tem of  his  native  country  he  was  placed  under  in- 
struction at  an  early  age  and  was  kept  at  his  books 
quite  steadily  until  fourteen  years  of  age.  when  he 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and  remained  under 
the  home  roof  until  18G2.  Then,  a  youth  of  eight- 
een, he  embarked  alone  for  the  United  States, 
taking  ship  at  Bremen  and  landing  in  New  York 
City.  He  arrived  upon  American  shores  worse  than 
penniless,  for  he  bad  borrowed  the  money  with 
which  to  pay  his  passage.  He  came  directly  to 
La.Salle  Cou)it3-,  111.,  and  was  employed  by  a  farmer 
wlio  owned  laud  near  the  present  site  of  the  town 
of  Streator.  It  was  then  but  the  beginning  of  a 
village  and  our  hero  for  his  services  received  $10 
jier  month.  He- made  it  his  first  business  to  repay 
the  money  which  he  had  borrowed,  and  after  work- 
ing for  other  people  about  three  years  engaged  in 
farming  for  himself  on  rented  land.  Five  years 
later,  in  18G8,  he  purchased  the  land  included  in  his 
present  homestead,  and  one  year  afterward  settled 
upon  it.  There  was  at  the  time  but  one  small  frame 
liuilding  which  might  better  l)e  named  a  shanty 
than  a  lionse.  He  made  the  best  of  circumstances, 
however,  and  moved  into  it  with  his  little  family. 
They  occupied  this  dwelling  one  w-cek,  and  then 
Mr.  S.  l)egan  the  structure  which  has  now  grown 
into  a  large  and  commodious  frame  residence,  fin- 
ished and  furnished  in  modern  style.  He  h.as,  be- 
sides, a  gf)od  barn  and  all  other  necessary  out- 
linildings,  a  fair  supply  of  f.arm  maehineiv,  and  a 
good  assortment  of  live  stoek.  (_)n  another  |iage  of 
this  Ai-i!ii.M  may  be  seen  a  view  of  Mi-.  .Siedentop's 
residence  w-ith  its  surroundings. 

.Ml'.  Siedenlo|)  put  np  his  l)nihlings  and  eoni- 
uienced  Ihe  manufacture  of  tile  and  brick  in  18,s;;. 
I  \v  has  two  large  kilns  and  a  commodious  dry  house, 
and  linai.-onl  .annually  about  ftS,Of)0  worth.  The 
proiluel,  i,.,  of  superior  ipialily,  and  the  manufactory 
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is  ;i  great  eonvuniencc  to  tlie  citizens  of  Siinbui-y 
and  arljaoent  townships.  Mr.  S.  lias  added  to  his 
landed  interests  and  now  has  278  acres  of  snnie  of 
the  finest  farming  land  in  Central  Illinois. 

Onr  subject  wiiile  a  resident  of  Streator,  111.,  was 
married,  Oct.  2,  1866,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Benekcn- 
dorf.  a  native  of  his  own  Province  and  born  Marcii 
28,  1848.  Her  parents,  Frederick  and  Reka  (Messel) 
Eenckendorf,  were  als(i  natives  of  Hanover  and  are 
now  living  near  Streator.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
j\Irs.  S.  were  named  respectivelj- :  Hen r3%  Frederick, 
Lizzie.  Willie,  Emma,  Alberd,  Lena  and  Eraile. 
The  elder  ones  are  making-  themselves  useful  about 
the  homestead  and  the  younger  are  pursuing 
their  education  at  the  district  school.  Mr.  Sieden- 
top  is  a  gentleman  of  more  than  ordinaiy  intelli- 
gence and  business  capacity,  and  upon  becoming  a 
voter  identified  himself  with  the  Republican  party, 
whose  principles  he  has  since  uniformlj'  supported 
at  the  polls.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church. 


VTpyDWIN  O.  CHAPMAN,  the  agent  of  the 
iN'  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad  at  Cayuga,  was 
jV-^>  born  in  Lancaster,  England,  May  14,  1835, 
and  was  the  second  child  born  to  Walter  Walker 
and  Hannah  (Buckley)  Chapman,  natives  of  En- 
gland. He  came  to  America  with  his  parents  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years.  They  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool on  the  "  Blanchard,"  under  command  of  Capt. 
Blanchard,  in  1848.  After  being  tossed  on  a  storm}' 
sea  for  six  weeks  and  four  days,  during  which  time 
the  vessel  lost  her  mainmast,  and  came  very  near 
foundering,  they  landed  in  New  York  Harbor.  Mr. 
Chapman's  sunny  disposition,  and  his  songs  and 
jokes,  made  him  the  boy  favorite  of  the  crew,  and 
he  lived  among  the  sailors  all  the  way  across. 

Mr.  Chapman's  parents  came  to  Kendall  County, 
111.,  where  they  had  friends.  .Soon  after,  leaving 
their  two  boys  at  Lisbon,  thej'  went  to  Morris, 
Grundy  Count}',  where  the  mother  opened  a  mil- 
linery store  and  the  father  engaged  in  gardening. 
Their  children  never  saw  them  .again,  as  a  few 
weeks  after  the  terrible  cholera  scourge  swe[)t  ovei- 


the  country  and  they  were  numbered  with  its  vic- 
tims. Mr.  Chapman  is  now  the  onl\'  sin\i\ing 
member  of  the  family.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he 
bound  himself  to  contractor  Foote,  of  Grundy 
County,  to  serve  as  an  apprentice  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  for  three  years,  and  with  him  came  to  this 
county  in  IS.').").  He  worked  at  tliis  trade  for  five 
years,  helping  to  build  nearly  all  the  houses  in  and 
around  Cayuga. 

In  the  fall  of  LS.Jl)  Mr.  C.  and  his  brother  lioughf 
some  wild  land  and  farmed  until  1801,  when  the 
pressing  need  of  brave  men  to  defend  the  Union 
called  him  away  from  all  that  he  had  accumulated 
and  bright  |)rospects  for  the  accumulation  of  more, 
to  face  the  foe  on  the  field  of  battle.  Aug.  12, 
1861,  he  was  mustered  into  Company  C,  39th  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  under  Capt.  Gray,  of  Rook's  Creek 
Township.  They  were  sent  at  once  to  Chicago, 
and  thence  to  St.  Louis,  and  soon  after  to  Williams- 
l)ort,  Md.,  where  they  were  joined  by  Company  K, 
the  last  to  enter  the  regiment,  and  which  completed 
its  muster  and  enrollment.  It  was  now  October,  and 
they  were  placed  under  Gen.  Curtiss,  of  Fremont's 
command,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  About  November 
the  regiment  was  sent  to  the  East  under  command 
of  Gen.  Ward  Lemon,  and  stationed  at  ^Villiams- 
port,  Md.,  and  were  introduced  to  actual  service  in 
an  artillery  skirmish  at  dam  No.  .5,  about  four 
miles  from  the  station,  after  which  they  weie  placed 
under  the  command  of  Gen.  Leander,  and  stationed 
to  guard  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway  at  Al|)ine 
Station,  A  a.  The  brigade  then  comprised  the  13th 
Indiana,  39tli  Illinois,  62d  Ohio  and  S.oth  Pennsyl- 
vania. Here  Stonewall  Jackson  found  them  first 
at  Bath,  Va.,  driving  some  toward  Cumberland, 
Md.,  and  the  rest  down  the  river  to  Alpine  and 
across  the  river  to  Hancock,  Md.  Company  C  was 
placed  on  the  hill  near  the  pike,  west  of  the  station, 
to  hold  the  enemy  then  approaching  on  the  road 
from  Bath.  As  Jackson's  column  arrived  ne.ar 
them  they  were  ordered  to  fire,  and  doing  so, 
emptied  eleven  saddles.  The  company  then  re- 
treated to  the  landing  and  proceeded  to  cioss  the 
river  on  the  ferry-boat.  The  boat  being  very  heavy, 
it  ran  aground  about  the  middle  of  the  river,  and 
enough  of  the  men  waded  to  the  shore  to  lighten 
the  boat  so  it  could  proceed  to   the  other  side.      As 
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:>  i-e,siiU  of  the  exposure,  Mr.  Chapman  was  taken 
sii-k  with  erysipeb.s,  ami  lay  in  that  coiulition  for 
some  timo,  when  he  was  lurlouohed  thirty  days. 
Mr.  Cliapnian  rejoini-il  iiis  cuniradi-s  at  Wiuclie^tir. 
ami  tiicy  enjiaiied  Stonewall  JaekM)n  on  the  KUh 
(.if  March.  They  drove  him  <lown  the  Shenandoah 
to  Newtown,  and  across  the  brnUes  to  the  Luray 
\'alley.  They  were  then  called  to  Fredericksburg, 
reviewed  by  President  Lincoln  and  placed  in  Mc- 
Dowell's command.  The  next  order  took  them 
back  to  the  .Shenandoah,  to  engage  Lee  and  .Tack- 
son.  McDowell  lingered,  and  the  detachment  un- 
der Shields,  in  which  Mr.  Chapman  was,  reached 
there  three  days  before  he  did.  Preparations  were 
being  made  to  fortify  the  mouth  of  the  valley  and  de- 
stroy the  three  bridges  crossing  the  river.  This  was 
the  only  ontlet  for  the  Confederates,  the  .alternative 
being  to  abandon  everything,  even  to  their  guns. 
and  scatter  among  the  mountains;  but  McDowell 
refused  to  allow  Shields  to  do  this,  and  the  enemy 
crossed  one  of  the  bridges,  fought  their  ua  v  through 
and  attiicked  McClellan  when  he  was  lying  before 
Richmond.  Had  ilcDowcU  carried  out  the  plan  of 
(icn.  .Shields  the  Confederates  would  never  have 
left  the  Shenandoah,  McClellan  would  have  gone 
to  Kichmond,  and  the  war  would  have  closed  in 
lf<02.  The  regiment  was  then  sent  up  the  .James 
Kiver  to  aid  McClellan,  and  captured  a  battery- and 
500  prisoners  without  firing  a  gun.  They  were 
just  in  time  to  t;ikc  part  in  the  battle  of  Malvern 
flill.  July  3,  aftei-  which  they  fell  b.aek  and  forti- 
fied Harrison's  Landing,  and  held  it  until  or<lered 
to  Yorktown,  thence  were  sent  to  Ibunptou  Roads. 
In  .September  thej-  moved  to  Sutfolk.  \a.,  and  fort- 
ified that  place.  Here  the  brigade  \v;is  veiy  mate- 
rially weakened  by  the  |;3th  Indiana  being  t.iken 
fr<jm  it.  The  regiment  remained  here  half  the  win- 
ter, and  engagecl  in  skirmishing  along  the  Bl:ick  Wa- 
ter with  det.achnients  of  Jackson's  forces,  .lanuaiy 
.'<  they  liroke  i-amp,  cro>sed  the  country  to  the  coa>t, 
and  -liipperl  fium  Hollcy's  Landing.  \  a.,  [u  Ncw- 
i>ern.  .\.  ('.,  arriving  there  about  the  niiddie  of  the 
month.  Six  weeks  later  they  re-shipped  .ii  .Mmc- 
liea<l  City,  N.  C,  and  went  to  Hilton  ile;id.  ,i  Hijalj 
island  off  the  eoa.-t  of  .South  (  aroliii.i.  wlicic  ih(\ 
wen-  n;viewed  by  (',i\,.  Hunter,  ulio  ua-  tlieu  in 
ciiiiiinand,  and  I'l-ted  on  llieii    ;iimi-    uulil    April    _'. 


when  they  went  up  to  Cole's  Island  and  crossed. 
On  the  7th  (the  fleet  having  assembled,  and  every 
|)rcparation  having  been  made  to  reduce  Ft.  Sum- 
ter) the  tirst  gun  in  retaliation  for  our  humiliation 
of  two  years  previous  was  fired.  It  was  a  sight 
long  to  be  remembered.  The  fleet  connncnced  fir- 
ing at  ;3  P.  M.  and  continued  until  5  P.  M.,  when 
they  moved  majestically  out  of  the  harbor.  The 
monitor  "  Monotuek  "  was  l)adly  hurt,  and  on  mov- 
ing out  in  rough  water  sank  about  one  mile  from 
the  >hore  off  Morris  Island.  Contrary'  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  land  forces,  the  fleet  did  not  re- 
new operations,  but  some  time  afterward  returned 
to  Edistoe  Inlet  for  repairs,  leaving  the  regi- 
ment to  which  Mr.  Chapman  belonged  on  the  north 
point  of  Folly  Island.  Here  it  passed  a  season  of 
inactivity  until  some  time  in  .June.  The  rebel 
blockade  runner,  "  Ruby,  "  being  chased  by  the  fleet, 
was  run  .aground  at  the  mouth  of  a  small  inlet  bc- 
tweeii  Folly  and  Morris  Isl.inds.  She  w.as  loaded 
with  cotton  fabrics  and  silks,  and  was  a  very  valu- 
alile  |)rize.  The  strife  to  gain  possession  of  the 
cargo  of  this  vessel  caused  a  rupture  between  the 
Union  and  rebel  forces,  which  ended  in  our  being 
oliliged  to  fortify  ourselves,  and  ultimately  forced 
on  the  siege  of  Fts.  Wagner  and  Gregg.  On  July 
IS  the  charge  on  the  above  forts  took  place,  which 
was  unsuccessful,  and  fully  showed  the  strength  of 
the  rebel  forces.  From  this  time  the  fighting  set- 
tled down  to  a  siege.  In  the  siege  of  Charleston, 
during  the  month  of  August,  the  famous  "Swamp 
Angel"  burst  in  tiring  the  eighteenth  shot.  On 
till'  7th  of  September  the  Union  forces  had  worked 
u|)  close  to  the  forts,  and  the  rebel  forces  ev.acuat- 
ing  alujut  2  A.  M.  of  that  day,  we  had  possession 
of  the  entire  island  by  daylight.  One  of  the  mon- 
itois  coming  in  to  inspect  the  obstructions  of  the 
harl)or.  which  were  anchored  at  the  extreme  north 
eml  <if  the  island,  w.as  left  .aground  by  the  falling 
tide,  upon  which  the  entire  fleet  came  in  to  engage 
tJK'  i-eJK'l  I'ort^  .-.o  a^fo  protect  the  monitor. 

The  regiment  to  uhieli  iMi'.  Chapman  belonged 
icliniied  to  Folly  Islnmj  Oetobei'  I'S,  and  thence  to 
llillon  Head,  "here  the  veterans  re-enlisted,  and  re- 
liinied  home  on  :i  I'urlough  for  sixty  days;  Mr. 
(  li.i)im.'iii  rem:iiue(l  on  the  island  at  Braddock's 
rojul.      ( )n  il>  returu  the  legimeiit  wa.^  placed    un- 
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der  Butler's  command  and  moved  to  Hampton 
Roads,  where  the  detachment  to  which  Mr.  Chap- 
man belonged  joined  it  on  the  1st  of  Ma3^  They 
then  moved  on  transports  up  the  James  River  to 
City  Point,  and  went  forward  toward  Ricluiiond, 
coming  in  .sight  of  Manchester  May  13,  while  Grant 
was  fighting  in  the  Wilderness.  Here  they  lay  un- 
til the  16th,  formed  in  a  semi-circle,  when  thej- 
were  attacked  on  the  right  and  defeated  all  along 
the  line  until  the  extreme  left  was  reached,  where 
the  regiment  to  which  Mr.  Chapman  belonged  held 
its  position  at  fearful  co.st,  losing  nearly  400  men. 
Every  commissioned  officer  on  the  field  was  lost. 
Butler  tlien  re-organized  the  troops  and  aided  Grant 
to  cross  the  James  River,  hemming  Lee  in  at  Pe- 
tersburg bj'  fortifying  from  the  James  to  the  Ap- 
pomattox in  front  of  "Weir  Bottom  Church,  wiiere, 
on  the  20th  of  May,  occurred  tlie  memorable  charge 
and  capture  of  Walker.  On  the  12th  of  August 
the  regiment  crossed  the  James  River  to  Deep  Run, 
and  on  the  15th  attacked  the  rebels  there,  but  were 
defeated  with  terrible  loss.  Mr.  Chapman's  time 
expired  the  day  they  crossed  the  river,  and  he  ap- 
plied for  his  discharge.  Before  it  came  he  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  Deep  Bottom,  and  was  wounded  in 
the  left  leg.  He  had  received  a  wound  in  the  cheek 
and  one  in  the  foot  when  before  Richmond  in  Maj', 
but  neither  of  these  wounds  disabled  him  from  serv- 
ice. From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  service 
he  never  was  known  to  shrink  when  duty  called  iiim 
to  action.  He  enli.sted  as  a  private,  was  promoted 
to  Corporal,  and  then  to  .Sergeant,  for  his  bravery, 
and  after  heroic  service  at  Charleston,  was  tendered 
a  commission,  which  he  modestly  declined.  He 
was  discharged  on  the  11th  of  September,  1864, 
having  served  for  three  years  and  one  month,  and 
battle-worn  and  weary  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Livingston  County,  where  he  began  work  at  his 
trade  and  on  the  farm. 

On  the  16th  of  September,  1866,  Mr.  Chapman 
married  Miss  Marj-  J.  Thompson,  who  was  born  in 
pjdenton,  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1843. 
She  was  the  second  child  in  a  family  of  three  born 
to  James  and  Alice  (Harris)  Thompson,  who  wore 
natives  of  Ohio,  and  settlers  in  Illinois  in  1860. 
.,  Mr.  Chapman  farmed  until  the  fall  of  1872,  when 
I  he  was  appointed  agent  of   the  Chicago    it  Alton 
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Railway  at  Cayuga,  which  position  he   has  held  up 

[    to  the  present  time.     In  December  of  the  same  year 

he  was  ni.'iile  Postmaster,  ;ind  filled  that  office  with 

cicdit  until  INlay  1,  IssCi.     Me  was  a  memlier  of  the 

School   Board   twelve  years,    and  served    as  Road 

Commissioner  three  years.     In  1875,  realizing  the 

need  of  a  telegraph  station  at  Cayuga,  he  provided 

himself  with  a  1)attery  and  in.strument,  and  by  dint 

of  hard  strnlj-  .-ind  close   application,  fitted  himself 

and    dangiiter,  nine   years  of   age,  for   the    work. 

Without  an  instructor,  never  having  seen  the  work- 

I    ings  of  a  telegraph  office,  and  past  forty-two  years 

I    of  age,  he  was  re.ady  within  six  months  for   active 

I    work,  and  in  Ma}',  1876,  the  office  was  established, 

and  is  now  one   of  tlie    most  important    along  the 

line. 

Our  subject  and  his  anii.able  wife  became  tlie  par- 
ents of  six  children — Agnes,  (ieorge,  Emily,  Mar}', 
Edwin  and  Cora.  Agnes  married  J.  H.  Cosgrove, 
wlio  was  Station  Agent  at  Odell;  George  died  in 
I  childhood,  and  Emily  in  infancy ;  Mary,  Edwin  and 
;  Cora  are  attending  school,  it  being  the  ambition  of 
tiieir  p.arents  to  educate  all  their  children  well. 
Mr;  Chapman  is  the  owner  of  a  comfortable  home 
in  the  village,  and  has  a  good  farm  near  by.  He 
takes  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  and  votes 
and  works  with  the  Republican  party. 

i-^i*^ — ^■■ 


^^  HARLKS  H.  CRANDALL,  engaged  inbuild- 
Y(  ing  and  contracting  in  the  town  of  Dwight, 

^^^  was  born  in  the  city  of  Providence,  R.  I., 
Aug.  12,  1831.  His  ancestry  dates  to  the  landing 
of  the  Pilgrims  in  1620,  and  on  his  mother's  side 
to  Gov.  Winslow.  Charles  Cr.-indall,  the  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  came  from  En- 
gland with  his  two  brothers  when  a  young  man,  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  had  been  fought, 
and  settling  at  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  kept  the  tavern 
at  that  place  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolutionary 
War. 

Gen.  Putnam  was  a  guest  at  tlie  hotel  over  night 
and  offered  Mr.  Craiidall  a  commission  as  Captain 
ill  the  Continental  army.  Mr.  Crandall  was  a  pa- 
triot, and  immediately  accepting  the  proposition, 
raised   a  company   at  Marblehead,  Mass.,  whicli  he 
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c-oiuni:iii(1otl  :it  the  luUtle  of  Bunker  Hill.  The 
l>j»trioli^!ii  of  the  C'outiiieiital  soldiers  is  well  ilhis- 
ti-ated  by  the  fact  that  part  of  Capt.  (  raiulall's  lueii 
were  liarefooted  (hiring  nineh  of  the  time  they  weie 
In  the  service.  C;ipt.  t'landall  served  all  tlirinii;h 
the  Hevoliitionary  War,  and  at  its  close  lieoaine  .a 
merchant  at  Voluntown,  Windham  Co.,  Conn.. 
where  he  remained  until  his  death.  He  was  paid 
for  his  services  in  the  army  in  Continental  money, 
which  he  applied  to  the  purchase  of  a  large  tract  of 
lanil  at  Vohmtown.  He  was  a  very  religious  man, 
and  becoming  a  15ai>tist  mini-ster,  Imilt  a  ehiircli 
himself  in  whicli  he  preached  for  many  years.  He 
was  held  in  great  respect,  and  is  remembered  to  tliis 
day  by  the  title  of  Elder  Ciandall. 

Charles  C.  Cr.andall.  the  son  of  the  above,  and 
father  of  our  subject,  was  born  at  Vohmtown,  Conn- 
He  inherited  lands  from  bis  father,  and  was  a  well 
educated  man,  teaching  school  at  Fall  River,  Mass., 
and  I'lovidcnce,  R.  I.  He  married  Mi.ss  Lnc3' 
Winslow,  daughter  of  Cai)t.  Isaac  Winslow,  of  Fall 
River,  Mass..  and  they  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, named  as  follows:  Lorenzo,  William,  Edward, 
Charles,  Celestina  and  .loaiiiia.  lie  was  a  man  of 
strung  religious  convictions  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Bajjtist  Chtn-ch.  His  death  oeciiiied  on  the  14tli 
of  Fcbru.-iry,  ISiiT,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He 
was  a  kind  husband  and  father,  .•ind  a  man  of  ster- 
ling integrity. 

Charles  H.  Crandall,  our  subject,  lemained  with 
his  parent-  until  .seventeen  years  of  age,  during 
whifli  lime  he  was  given  such  an  education  as  could 
be  olit'iined  in  the  common  schools  of  that  day.  He 
then  left  home  and  l)eg:in  learning  the  trade  of  a 
house  joinr-r,  at  which  he  Served  an  ai)prenticeship 
of  three  years.  In  1  «'>2  he  went  to  California,  and 
worked  on  tiie  Panama  Railroatl  at  $10  per  day. 
'I'lie  niort.-dity  wa.s  so  great  that  it  is  s.iid  a  ujaii 
wa.-,  buried  for  every  tie  laid.  .Mr.  Crandall  did  not, 
remain  in  thi-  employment  Ioiil;-  but  went  to  .San 
Francisi-o,  ;ind  soon  after  returned  home,  whore  he 
worki'd  for  a  lime  in  New  York.  He  went  to  Cuba 
at  the  time  of  liie  e.vecution  of  Cen.  I.op;i/,.  the 
(illibiisler.    and     twenty-five    Americiins,    njosl     ,,[ 

wl 1    were    mere    boys.      .Mr.    Cranilall    lia>   Imch 

<|nite  :i  liaveler,  .and  among  the  |)laces  in  wlild,  he 
Unx  plieil  lii.t  voc.-ition  is  Sav.annah,  (ia. 


In  ySi)G  Mr.  Crandall  was  married  to  Miss 
Amanda,  <laughter  of  Daniel  and  Maria  (Austin) 
Rarlholii-.  of  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  who  are  now 
residents  of  Dwight.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crandall 
lia\e  been  born  six  children — Joanna,  Lucy,  Carrie, 
Charles,  Oliver  and  Henry,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
In  18r(8,  with  his  fauiil^r,  Mr.  Crandall  removed  to 
Dwigiit,  and  purchased  a  lot,  on  which  he  built  the 
house  in  w-hieh  lie  still  lives.  For  twenty-three 
years  he  was  a  l)i'ldge  builder  for  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  Railroad,  and  in  all  this  time  he  never  lost  a 
day's  work  excepting  the  regular  holidays,  and 
during  this  time  worked  on  fifty-seven  Sundays 
and  eighty-seven  nights;  he  has  remarkably  good 
health,  and  bids  fair  to  live  to  a  ripe  old  age.  He 
is  a  man  of  excellent  character  and  has  won  for 
lumseir  an  en^"iable  reputation  among  men.  He  is 
an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, ;ind  takes  a  prominent  part  in  the  work  of 
that  order. 


LFRED  P.  BAYLER,  a  iirosperous  farmer 
of   Broughton  Township,  is  pleasantly    lo- 
cated on  section  18,  in  possession  of  about 
^  1 1.')  acres  of  good   land,  which  he  h.as  cul- 

tivated successfully  since  the  spring  of  1882.  In 
connection  with  general  farming  he  has  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  raising  of  line  stock,  which 
has  been  the  means  of  yielding  him  a  handsome  in- 
come. He  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  capacities, 
and  in  all  respects  a  useful  and  liberal-minded  citi- 
zen. He  has  been  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  18Go,  being  identified  with 
the  .society  of  Campus.  In  this  church  he  h.as 
served  as  Steward  and  Trustee,  and  has  been  one  of 
its  most  cheerful  and  1 II leral  supporters.  Politically, 
the  Republl<'.an  paity  claims  him  as  one  of  its  most 
I'ellalile  ;ulluTeiits.  He  has  served  as  School  Trustee 
lioth  lii'ie  and  In  his  native  lownshij),  and  has  been 
electe<l  to  (jther  ollices,  but  declined  to  serve,  pre- 
I'ei-i'liig  to  give  his  .•itteiition  to  his  farm  interests 
and  Ills  family. 

.Mr.  liayler  was  horn  In  'J'azewell  County,  this 
Stale,  Sept.  IC,  ISK;,  mikI  Is  the  son  of  fiecjrge  and 
Eli/,.abctli  (Klenlken)  li.ay ier,  the  former  a  n.ativeof 
Penn-sylvaMia,,  and  of  tieinian  di'seent.     The  mother 
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was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  the  daughter  of  an  Irish 
gentleman,  who  left  his  native  soil  when  a  young 
man,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Buck- 
83^6  State.  The  parents  of  oursubjectcanie  to  Illi- 
nois early  in  life,  the  father  in  1 842,  and  the  mother 
three  yeais  later.  They  were  among  the  pioneers 
of  Tazewell  County,  and  .issisted  in  the  early  cul- 
tivation of  the  soil  of  Washington  Township.  They 
endured,  in  common  with  their  neighbors,  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  of  life  in  a  new  countr}-,  and 
built  up  for  themselves  a  good  home  in  Washington 
Township,  where  they  still  reside,  and  enjoy  the 
confidenee  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  was  I'eared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  county,  and  pursued  his  first 
.studies  in  the  district  school.  He  was  fond  of  his 
books  and  anxious  to  obtain  knowledge,  and  made 
good  use  of  the  limited  advantages  afforded  him. 
When  twenty  years  of  age,  he  entered  the  North- 
western University  at  Plainfield,  where  he  expected 
to  take  a  full  course,  but  on  account  of  ill-health 
was  obliged  to  abandon  his  studies  in  less  than  a 
year.  He  did  not  allow  himself  to  lose  what  he  had 
gained,  however,  but  kept  up  a  course  of  reading, 
and  upon  the  recovery  of  his  health  taught  school 
two  terms,  aud  in  the  summer  engaged  in  farming. 
He  made  his  home  with  his  parents  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  then  started  out  in  life  on 
his  own  account. 

One  of  the  most  important  steps  toward  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  home  of  his  own,  was  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Bayler  with  Miss  Nancy  E.  Van  Meter,  a  na- 
tive of  his  own  county,  and  one  of  his  childhood 
associates.  Mrs.  Bajder  is  a  few  years  younger 
than  her  husband,  having  been  born  July  2,  1851, 
and  is  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  W.  and  Corinna 
(Dorsey)  Van  Meter,  who  were  natives  <if  Hardin 
County,  Kj'.,  and  of  German  descent.  They  re- 
moved from  the  Blue  Grass  regions  soon  after  their 
marriage,  and  cast  their  lot  with  the  pioneers  of 
Tazewell  County.  Their  household  included  eleven 
children,  of  whom  the  following  survive:  Jose[)h 
B.,  now  of  Nebraska;  Mary  E.,  the  wife  of  James 
Van  Meter,  of  Ellendale,  Dak.;  Sanford  G.,of  Wil- 
ber,  Neb. ;  Henry  R.,  of  Colorado  Springs,  Col.; 
John  F.,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  and  Nanc^'  E. 
4* 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bayler  commenced  life  together  on 
a  farm  in  Tazewell  County,  where  they  remained 
until  their  removal  to  tlieir  present  homestead. 
Their  family  includes  eight  children,  namely:  Car- 
rie B.,  who  was  born  July  (!,  1870;  Laura  A.,  Jan. 
27,  1873;  JesseG.,July  2,  187.0;  Lizzie  L.,Feb.  2. 
1878;  Una  M.,  July  10,  1880;  Hattie  L.,  Jan.  8, 
1882  ;  George  R.,  Nov.  !),  1883,  and  Ernest  L.,  Jan. 
20,  1886.  Hattie  L.  died  Nov.  9.  1884;  the  others 
are  at  home  with  their  parents,  and  form  an  inter- 
esting group  of  which  they  may  well  be  proud. 
The  eldest  daughter  is  an  accomplished  young  l.ady 
of  seventeen  years,  and  the  youngest  child  is  a 
bright  little  boy  about  two  years  old. 

Mr.  Ba3'ler  farmed  in  Washington  Township, 
Tazewell  County,  until  the  spring  of  1882,  when  he 
purchased  the  land  which  he  now  owns.  Upon  this 
he  has  effected  good  improvements,  and  has  sup- 
plied it  with  the  machinery  and  buildings  nc^cessaiy 
for  prosecuting  his  chosen  calling  after  the  most  ap- 
proved methods.  He  is  held  in  the  highest  respect 
by  his  neighbors,  and  is  a  member  of  the  cimi- 
nuinitj'  of  whom  much  is  expected  in  the  future. 
Mrs.  Bayler  is  an  active  worker  in  the  temperance 
cause,  being  a  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  at  Eming- 
tou,  and  is  also  President  of  the  Missionary  Society 
in  connection  with  the  Congregational  Clmreh  at 
Emincton. 


ellARLES  MOULDS,  Resolute  men  .always 
take  adversity  philosophically,  and  persevere 
until  they  have  forged  prosperity  out  of  de- 
feat, when  the  faint-hearted  would  have  gone  down 
with  scarcely  a  struggle.  When  a  man  is  fight- 
ing for  a  foothold  in  life  and  at  every  step  his  feet 
slip  backward,  it  requires  cour.age  to  go  ahead,  and 
a  strong  will  to  hold  every  inch  gained.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  at  the  beginning  of  his  career  in 
life  for  himself,  met  many  obstacles  and  backsets, 
but  growing  neither  weary  nor  faint-hearted  he 
persevered  until  fortune  smiled  upon  him.  He  is 
now  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  34,  Long 
Point  Township. 

Charles  Moulds  is  :i  native  of  England,  where  he 
was  born  on  the  28tli  of  April,  is3."),  and  is  the  son 
of  John  aud  Sarah  (Howett)  Moulds,  also  natives 
■» 
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iif  tliat  country.  The  mother  died  in  Sei)teniber, 
1SS5.  in  Livingston  County,  while  tlic  father  i.-^now 
livinur  with  liis  .-on  Willinni.  They  emigrated  to 
America  in  isri:i.  ami  were  aeeonipanied  liy  the 
suhject  ••f  this  sketch. 

At  the  age  of  twenty -two  years  Charles  Moulds 
besinn  life  on  his  own  aceoinit,  and  his  experiences 
at  the  lieginniug  were  varied  and  discouraging. 
His  tiret  crop  of  wheat  was  a  large  one.  and  in  due 
time  it  was  stored  in  rail  [U'lis,  lined  with  >traw. 
The  owner  of  the  land,  concluding  to  rid  the  field 
of  sui^erfluous  straw,  set  it  alire.  The  tire  coniniun- 
icated  to  the  pens  and  Mr.  Moulds'  entire  crop  was 
destroyed.  The  next  year  lie  began  a  new  en- 
terprisi',  and  engaged  duiing  the  season  in  breaking 
prairie  land,  at  whicli  he  made  good  wages,  but 
when  pa}' -day  came  he  discovered  that  the  con- 
tractor for  whom  he  worked  had  absconded  and  be 
received  no  pay.  The  next  season  he  again  en- 
gaged in  raising  wheat,  with  a  tine  prospect  of  an 
excellent  crop,  but  this  time  misfortune  came  in 
the  shape  of  chinch  bug.  and  entirely  destroyed 
that  season's  crop.  He  then  went  to  Indiana, 
where  he  engaged  fur  two  years  as  drayman. 

()nthc24th  of  .laiiuary,  ISCl.  Charles  Moulds 
was  married  to  Miss  .Mar! ha,  n  daughter  of  Fryer 
and  Elizabeth  RichardMin.  wluj  were  natives  of 
Kngland,  in  whicli  eountry  she  also  was  born,  on 
the  Uh  of  February,  IS41.  To  Fryer  and  Eliza- 
beth Rich.ardson  there  were  born  six  children,  one 
of  whom,  .John,  first  married  Miss  Sarah  Richardson, 
and  wa-  a  secon<l  time  mariied,  to  Miss  Annie 
.>Liin.'>.  who  bore  him  three  chihlren,  and  they  re- 
-ide  in  Xcliraska  Town>hiii.  Their  daughter,  Eliza- 
l)i-th.  married  Henry  Moidds,  and  lo  them  were 
burn  eight  children,  live  i>f  whom  are  living;  they 
now  re-ide  east  fif  I'ontiac.  TiiMiiia^.  another  son, 
married  .Ml—  Mary  Ann  i''arr.  .1111!  Iliey  Imve  seven 
children. 

At  the  time  of  hi-  marriage  the  en-b  caiiilal  of 
our -iibject  con-isted  of  ^2.0,  but  he  \v(  ul  lo  wuik 
with  a  will,  and  by  econoiri}'  and  close  attention  to 
bn-liie»i'.  .ably  -econrleil  by  his  wife,  he  has  so  well 
-iicceeded  that  he  i-  now  e.-tabli.-|j(Ml  on  an  excel- 
lent MO-acre  farm.  All  the  buildinii-  are  of  j^ood 
and  -nbsL-inlial  fpiality,  and"  the  lii-ld-  .ire  feiieeil 
and  cn«-<  fenced  with  both  lierlge  .and  wiic.     l^veiy 
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detail  about  the  farm  shows  good  and  careful  man- 
agement, and  the  evidences  of  thrift  are  noticeable 
onexcry  haml.  Mr.  Moulds,  in  politics,  acts  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  be  does  not  neglect  his 
business  affairs  on  account  of  polities.  He  and  his 
family  stand  well  in  the  esteem  of  the  people  who 
surround  them. 


\|'<=?^,  J.  PILLSBURY,  of  Pontiac,  was  born  in 
[[  ])/  York  County,  Me.,  Oct.  21,  1834.  In  1855 
i^iMd  hfi  married  Eliza  J.  Cole,  and  the  same  3'ear 
removed  to  Illinois,  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
April,  18G3,  when  he  commenced  reading  law,  and 
upon  being  admitted  to  the  bar  formed  a  copart- 
nership with  Samuel  L.  Fleming,  then  engaged  in 
the  practice  at  Pontiac,  111.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
Judge  of  the  Thirteenth  Judicial  Circuit,  composed 
of  the  counties  of  Livingston,  Iroquois  and  K.anka- 
kee.  This  circuit  was  consolidated  with  the  circuit 
composed  of  McLean  and  Ford  Counties  in  1877 
by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  establishing  Appellate 
Courts  for  the  State.  He  was  then  appointed  bj' 
the  Supreme  Court  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Ap- 
pellate Court,  and  has  been  three  tim-is  re-appointed 
and  occupies  that  position.  He  has  been  re-elected 
foi'  the  third  time  Circuit  Judge. 

In  1870  Mr.  Pillsbury  was  elected  a  delegate  to 
the  constitution.al  convention  which  framed  and 
submitted  to  the  people  the  present  constitution  of 
the  State.  Having  been  a  resident  of  Livingston 
Count}'  for  over  thirty  years  he  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  "old  settlers,"  and  it  is  believed  he  enjoys 
the  confiilenee  and  respect  of  the  people  of  the 
county. 

Six  children  have  been  liorn  to  Mr.  .and  Mrs. 
PilMiniy,  four  of  whom  still  live  to  love  and  bless 
them:  Clara  A.  intermarried  with  Mr.  S.  E.  Sims, 
of  Pontiac;  C.  Avis,  now  Mrs.  E.  J.  Walker,  of 
Kansas  City;  Louis  S.  and  Dale. 


1  ^^nIIESTKR  F.  MORRIS.  The  extensive  .and 
(|(^L  valuable  farm  |)roperty  of  this  gentleman  is 
^y^y  located  on  section  17,  Amity  Township.and 
forms  one  of  llie  Miosl  valuable  and  well  conducted 
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County.  It  includes  450  hroiid  acres,  ;^00  of  which 
lias  been  brought  to  a  high  state  of  enltivation.  The 
remainder  is  in  pasture  and  timber,  the  proprietor 
being  largely  engaged  in  the  raising  of  fine  stoclc. 
Mr.  Morris  is  widely  and  favorably  known  as  one 
of  tlie  in<i.st  enterprising  men  and  skillful  farmers 
of  Central  Illinois,  and  his  verj-  example  has  proved 
an  impetus  to  his  neighbors  around  him,  whose 
farms,  have  no  doubt  been  given  better  eare  and 
cultivation  than  they  would  otherwise  have  re- 
ceived. A  view  of  the  i-esidence  and  its  beautiful 
surroundings  is  given  on  another  page  of  this  Ai.- 
nuM,  to  wdiich  the  reader  is  referred. 

Mr.  Morris  came  to  this  county  at  a  time  when 
it  most  needed  resolute  and  enterprising  men  to 
cultivate  the  soil  and  introduce  the  improvements 
which  were  so  necessary  to  its  progress  and  enlight- 
enment. His  early  years  were  spent  in  Tippecanoe 
County,  Ind.,  where  his  birth  took  place  Dec.  12, 
1.S28,  at  the  modest  home  of  his  parents,  Henry  and 
IMary  (Reynolds)  Morris.  They  were  natives  re- 
spect! velj'  of  Virginia  and  Ohio,  whence  they  re- 
moved in  1830)  to  Illinois.  The  father,  however, 
was  not  long  lived,  his  death  occurring  at  the  age 
of  thirtj'-nine  years,  nine  months  and  nine  days,  on 
the  11th  of  September,  1843,  when  his  son,  Chester 
F.,  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  well-educated 
.and  intelligent  man,  a  Whig  politicallj^,  and  a  prom- 
inent member  of  the  I'nited  Brethren  Church,  to 
which  the  mother  also  lielonged.  She  remained  a 
widow,  surviving  her  husband  over  thirty  years, 
and  passed  away  at  her  home  in  Livingston  Count}-, 
at  the  age  of  sixty -three  years,  eleven  months  and 
twenty-eight  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  Chester  F.,  our  subject,  was  the 
eldest.  Mary  R.  died  Sejit.  -28,  1843,  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  years,  seven  months  and  fourteen  days; 
■Philii)  died  Sept.  29,  1843,  aged  twelve  j^ears, 
seven  months  and  twent3'-eight  days;  Andrew  en- 
listed in  tlie  Union  army  at  Pontiac,  in  August, 
1861,  returned  from  tiie  service  unharmed,  and 
died  at  his  home  in  Livingston  Count}',  Oct.  12, 
1872,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  ten  months 
and  nineteen  days;  he  had  been  married  and  was 
the  father  of  one  child  who  is  now  deceased.  Nancy 
died  in  1843,  when  about  eight  years  of  age.  Will- 
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iam  H.  gave  his  life  to  the  service  of  his  country, 
having  enlisted  in  Company  F,  33d  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  died  at  Ironton,  Mo.,  Nov.  27,  1802,  aged 
twenty-two  years,  nine  months  and  four  days.  Jo- 
sei)li  died  Sept.  1),  1  843,  aged  ten  years,  and  Ellen, 
Sept.  19,  184.5,  aged  one  year  and  four  days. 

Our  subject  came  to  Illinois  in  183G,  and  was 
married  in  Amity  Town.ship,  this  county,  June  11, 
18.57,  to  Miss  Susan  Springer,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  Sept.  1 7,  1 832,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Amity 
Township,  Feb.  13,  1874.  Of  this  union  there 
were  born  the  children  whose  record  is  as  follows: 
Henry  was  liorn  May  8,  18.58,  and  died  Sept.  8, 
1858;  Perry  J.  was  born  Sept.  21,  1859,  and  died 
April  18,  1879;  Scott  B.  was  born  Sept.  30,  1860, 
and  died  Aug.  18,  1861:  Mary  was  born  Oct.  25, 
1861,  and  died  Jan.  10,  1862;  Rose  was  born  April 
4,  1864,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1878;  Joseph  was  born 
Nov.  26,  1865;  William  R.,  May  20,  1868,  and 
Geneva,  Jan.  3,   1870. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly 
Mrs.  Sarah  (Smith)  Goddard,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried Jan.  13,  1878.  She  is  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Mai-y  Smith,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  was  boru 
Dec.  8,  1837.  Of  this  union  there  have  been  born 
three  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased:  Chester 
was  born  July  19,  1878,  and  died  July  30  follow- 
ing; May  was  born  Aug.  30,  1881,  and  died  when 
one  year  and  sixteen  days  old.  William  Henry 
Morris  died  aged  two  years  andtwelve  days.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Morris  is  ;ui  uncompromising  Demo- 
crat. 

k ANSON  C.  POPE,  one  of  the  most  active 
and  useful  citizens  of  Livingston  County, 
has  been  identified  with  its  farming  interests 
since  his  boyhood.  He  was  born  in  Reading  Town- 
ship, Nov.  14,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Milla  Pope,  the  former  born  in  North  Carolina, 
N(jv.  14,  1807,  or  about  that  date.  The  elder  Pope 
came  to  Illinois  in  1841,  bringing  with  him  his  wife 
and  three  children,  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Reading,  where  he  departed  this  life  in  1847. 

.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Nathan- 
iel Pope,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  whence  he  emi- 
grated at  an  early  day,  and  settled  in  the  South; 
his  nnjther's  people  were  of  Irish  descent.     (Jrand- 
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father  Pope  reared  a  largo  family  of  ehililren.  ulio 
ill  turn  married  ami  reareri  Inrae  f.iiinlios  of  tiieir 
own.  His  deseeiidants  art.'  imw  wiilelv  scatterofl, 
many  of  tlioiii  in  tho  .South,  and  most  of  tlie  re- 
mainder in  the  West.  To  Josepli  and  Milla  (Brat- 
ton)  Pope  there  were  lioni  live  ehildroii.  of  whom 
hilt  two  are  living,  -lohn.  the  eldest  son,  died  in 
Stroator.  111.,  wiien  forty  years  of  aye:  Walter  D. 
w.as  horn  Dee.  I'O,  1827.  and  is  now  in  Streator; 
Frances  was  horn  .Ian.  14,  1S30,  and  is  deceased; 
Rachel  died  in  infancy;  Lan.<on  ('.  of  our  sketch 
w:i>  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

.loseph  Pope  was  stricken  down  hy  tlie  hand  of 
death  when  a  younu  man.  Ids  decease  occurring  at 
tiie  family  residence  in  Reading  Township,  when 
Laiison  C.  was  hut  three  years  old.  He  had  been 
for  some  time  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  this  town- 
ship. Tlie  family  not  long  afterward  came  to  New- 
town Township,  and  thence  to  Ottawa,  LaSalle 
County.  Young  Pope  remained  a  meniher  of  his 
mother's  houselujld  until  a  youth  of  eighteen  years, 
when,  in  186:!,  he  joined  the  Union  army,  enlisting 
with  his  brother  in  the  Cogswell  Battery  of  the  Inde- 
[x-ndent  Light  Artillery,  and  marching  to  the  scene 
of  conflict,  he  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
battles  of  the  war.  In  the  fight  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
Dec.  15,  18(U.  our  subject  with  his  comrades  faced 
the  eneiin-  two  days  in  continuous  battle,  and  dur- 
ing the  first  day  and  night  they  neither  left  tlieir 
iruns  nor  horses.  The  constant  lioora  of  artillery 
affected  Mr.  Pojie  to  such  an  e.vtent  that  he  after- 
ward became  deaf  in  the  right  ear.  They  next  met 
the  enemy  at  Franklin,  and  kept  up  a  skirmish  for 
several  day.s,  giving  cha.se  to  tlie  icliels,  and  (inally 
followinjr  them  until  most  of  Ihedivisidii  waseithei' 
killed  oreaptnred.  The  remaining  niembersof  the 
legiiiient  to  which  our  subject  belonged  then 
bi«irded  asteamer  which  took  them  to  New  Orleans, 
whence  they  cro.ssed  the  bay  to  Dolphin  Island,  and 
not  long  afterward  moved  upon  and  captureil  Spnii- 
l-li  Fort,  after  an  engajiiMnenl  of  several  days 
While  al  Moliilc  they  were  greeted  witli  llic  joyful 
news  of  the  surrender  of  Oen.  Lee  Mud  the  balance 
of  the  Cohfcflerate  army,  :ind  not  long  afterward  re- 
ci-ived  their  honorable  discharge,  and  were  mustered 
out  at  .S[iringlic|(|. 

.Mr.  I'openpon  retiirnlMg  from  llie  .■iiiny,  located 


first  in  Ottawa,  and  in  1  870  purchased  part  of  his 
present  f;irni.  Tie  was  prosiieroiis  as  an  agricult- 
urist, and  built  up  from  the  uncultivated  soil  a 
good  homestead  with  suitable  buildings.  He  in- 
vested his  surplus  rash  in  .•iddititmal  land,  and  now 
has  190  aei-cs  which  has  been  drained  with  800  rods 
of  tile,  and  upon  which  he  operates  largeh'  as  a 
stock-raiser.  For  this  purpose  he  has  ample  stabling 
room  and  sheds,  and  the  traveler  passing  by  the 
place  and  noting  the  tasteful  dwelling  with  its  sur- 
roundings invariably  turns  to  look  a  second  time 
and  to  make  a  mental  note  of  the  thrift  and  indus- 
try' of  the  proprietor:  on  another  page  of  this  work 
is  shown  a  view  of  the  homestead.  Mr.  Pope,  after 
the  war  identified  himself  with  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  in 
politics  may  be  designated  as  an  independent  Demo- 
crat. 

Our  subject  while  a  resident  of  Newtown  Town- 
shi]),  was  married  in  February,  18G9,atthe  home  of 
the  bride  in  Newtown  Township,  to  Miss  Diana 
Lundy,  who  was  born  in  LaSalle  County,  Nov.  15, 
1 8.37.  Her  parents,  Henry  and  P( >lly  (Cops)  Lundy, 
were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Virginia  respect- 
ively, and  are  now  in  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pope 
began  life  together  in  Newtown  Township,  and  in 
due  time  became  the  parents  of  five  children:  Their 
eldest  daughter,  Mary  Frances,  was  born  Sept.  7, 
1871  ;  she  has  received  a  fair  education  and  still  re- 
mains under  the  home  roof;  John  Marion  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1873;  F:rastus  C,  Nov.  14,  1875;  Henry 
Porter,  May  18,  1877;  and  Jessie  Pearl,  Aug.  IS, 
1870.  Mrs.  Diana  Pope  departed  this  life  at  her 
home  in  Newtown  Township  in  February,  1880, 
mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Her  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Phillips  Cemetery  in  New- 
town Township. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerl3'' 
Miss  Rachel  Dickey,  and  they  were  mariied  at  Pon- 
tiac  in  1 883.  Mrs.  Pope  is  the  daughter  f>f  Isaac 
and  Lucinda  (Goff)  Dickey,  who  were  natives  of 
Virginia  and  Ohio  respectively,  and  are  now  de- 
ceased. ( >f  her  union  with  our  sid)ject  there  are  the 
following  two  children:  Cora  Alice,  who  was  born 
July  27,  1884,  and  (4racie  Pearl,  Jan.  4,  1  s8(;. 

I.sa:ic  Dicko3',  the  father  of  INIis.  Pope,  was  born 
Ml  Harper's  FiTry,  \'a.,  Oel.  2,  LSI  2.  lie  left  his 
native  State  when  a  young  nian,  and  went    to  Ohio, 
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where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Liicinda  Goff.  She 
wns  horn  in  Cincinnati,  Feb.  11,  1817,  anil  died  in 
Ksmon  Townshii),  Mny  2,  1881;  her  husband  had 
served  some  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  died 
in  1865.  The  record  of  their  children  is  as  fol- 
lows :  Margaret  Jane  was  horn  in  Ohio,  Aug.  1 8, 
1849  :  James  Harvey,  Feb.  12,  1847  ;  Reason  Morse, 
Nov.  (i,  1848;  John  Andrew,  Feb.  19,  18o2;  Racliel, 
Mrs.  Pope,  Aug.  1 7, 1 854 ;  Mary  Frances,  March  31 , 
1856  ;  Isaac  William,  June  3,  1861.  Walter  D.  Con- 
nor, a  son  of  our  sul)ject's  sister  Frances,  was  reared 
in  the  family,  with  whom  he  remained  until  his  mar- 
riage, aljout  eight  years  ago,  and  to  whom  they  be- 
came much  attached;  he  is  now  a  resident  of  Amit}' 
Township. 


t 


/^  HRISTOPHER  L.  AYGARN.  Oftentimes 
(|(  ^-^  those  who  come  to  the  United  States  from 
^^f'  foreign  countries  meet  with  reverses  and 
sore  discouragements  for  some  years  after  their  ar- 
rival here,  but  tenaciously  following  out  the  course 
of  action  adopted  at  the  outset,  almost  iuvariably 
they  are  finally  rewarded  with  success.  Such  was 
the  case  with  our  subject,  who  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  9,  Rook's  Creek  Township.  He  is 
the  son  of  Lars  and  Martha  C.  (Helickson)  Aj'garn, 
and  was  born  in  Avaldnes  Hangesund,  Norway,  on 
the  4th  of  September,  1850.  He  came  to  this  coun- 
tr}^  with  an  older  brother  when  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age,  lauded  in  (Quebec  about  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, and  reached  Chicago  on  the  21st  of  that  month 
in  the  j-ear  1866.  He  went  at  once  to  Ottawa,  111., 
where  he  arrived  on  the  23d,  and  there  remained 
about  three  years,  working  by  the  month  during  the 
summer  in  LaSalle  County,  and  boarding  in  Liv- 
ingston County  during  the  winter.  He  spent  the 
summer  of  1870  in  Minnesota,  and  remained  there 
during  the  following  winter,  when  he  again  returned 
to  LaSalle  County  and  worked  by  the  month. 

Mr.  Aygarn  was  married,  on  the  11th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1872,  to  Miss  Isabelle  C.  Mitdiell,  daughter 
of  John  and  Bertha  C.  (Oakland)  Mitchell.  After 
his  marriage  he  rented  land  in  Livingston  County, 
which  he  farmed  for  three  years,  and  having  saved 
some    money,    purchased    160    acres    of     land    in 
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the  fall  of  1874,  on  which  he  now  resides.  In  the 
three  years  following  his  purchase  his  crops  were 
almost  absolute  failures,  compelling  him  to  allow 
the  land  to  revert  to  the  original  owner,  losing  the 
amounts  he  had  already  i)aid.  Still  Ijelieving  in  the 
holdfast  doctrine,  he  continued  to  farm  the  same 
land  until  tiie  year  1886,  when  he  repurchased  it. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aygarn  have  had  six  children : 
Lewis  Oliver,  born  on  the  18th  of  July,  1873;  Ber- 
tha Josephine,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1875;  John 
Tobias,  born  on  the  13th  of  October,  1878,  and  died 
on  the  25th  of  December,  1878;  Martin  Gustav  Me- 
lancthon,  born  Dec.  3,  1879;  Harriet  Tabitha,  Oct. 
30,  1882;  Christian  Thomas  Millard,  Aug.  4,  1886. 
Christopher  Aygarn  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of 
thirteen,  all  of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity  ex- 
cepting one;  eight  of  whom  were  married,  and  six 
are  still  living.  The  names  of  all  of  them  are  as 
follows:  Lars,  deceased,  was  married  and  lived  in 
Norway,  leaving  several  children  in  good  circum- 
stances at  his  death;  Anna  Christina  married  in 
Norway,  came  to  this  country,  lives  in  Min- 
nesota, and  has  several  children ;  Ellieck  came  to 
Illinois  and  then  removed  to  Minnesota,  where  he 
married  and  has  a  large  family;  Oliver  came  to  Illi- 
nois, married,  and  enlisted  in  the  army  about  1863; 
served  through  the  war,  receiving  a  slight  wound 
in  the  neck,  was  honorably  discharged,  and  died  on 
the  1st  of  November,  1870,  leaving  one  child,  Lars 
Aygarn,  who  lives  in  Illinois;  Katrine  was  married 
in  Norway,  has  quite  a  large  family,  and  is  the  only 
one  of  the  children  still  remaining  there;  Martha 
Christina  died  in  Norway;  John,  who  was  in  the 
array  three  years,  and  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, is  unmarried,  and  lives  in  Illinois ;  Peter  and 
Matthias  were  twins,  and  both  grew  up  to  manhood. 
Upon  coming  to  America,  Peter  became  a  sailor 
and  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Navy,  where  he 
served  about  eleven  years,  when  he  was  taken  sick 
and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  where  he 
died  of  numb  palsy;  Matthias  remained  on  the  farm 
in  Norway  until  he  became  a  man,  and  then  upon 
emigrating  to  America,  he  also  concluded  to  be- 
come a  sailor,  and  followed  the  sea  until  1868,  when 
he  went  as  a  sailor  on  the  Lakes.  After  two  years' 
service  he  concluded  to  become  an  Illinois  farmer, 
and  finally  in  1883  he  went  to  Dakota,  where  he  took 
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:>  li«,iim'>U;ul  ami  dioil,  uiiuian'ied ;  Lisa  ^largioUa 
caiUf  to  this  country  when  she  was  thirteen  j'cars  old, 
uiarrie'.l  Thomas  Ryerson.  lives  in  Rook's  Creek 
Townshi)!.  and  lias  several  children;  Lars  Tobias 
married  and  died  in  Norway.  He  was  qnite  a 
ireninsand  invented  a  fanning-mill  and  threshing- 
machine  which  ran  liy  either  wind  or  water  power, 
and  also  a  machine  for  separating  oitnieal;  Chris- 
tine ilied  at  the  age  of  two.  and  Ciiristopher  is  tlie 
snhject  of  this  sketch.  He  took  out  naturalization 
papers,  anil  cast  his  Qrst  vnte  for  (!en.  V.  S.  Grant 
upon  his  second  election,  hut  in  political  matters 
since,  he  has  been  an  advocate  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Greeid>ack  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  filling  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  that  organization,  and  this  seems  to  be  about 
the  only  ortice  he  desires  to  hold,  for  lie  lia>  been 
elected  to  various  township  office.-,  ami  invaiinbly 
refused  to  serve. 


,.  15RA.M  DURFLINGLR,  one  of  the  most 
@yLJ|i  .-ubstantial  members  of  the  rural  commun- 
ity of  Rook's  Creek  Township,  owns  a 
good  farm  on  section  2  1,  where  lie  has  fol- 
iwed  agriculture  successfully,  and  of  late  years 
tiu'ued  his  attention  largely  to  stock-raising.  The 
l.-ind  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  raising  of  gxaiii  and 
hay.  and  the  provisions  necessary  for  family  con- 
siiiiiptioM.  The  iiremises  in  all  respects  aic  indica- 
tive <jf  the  Ohio  man,  which  our  subject  is  literally, 
having  been  born  in  ,^L-idisoii  County,  that  State. 
•bine  li,  1832.  His  parents,  however,  removed  to 
liidi:nia  when  he  was  two  years  of  age,  locating  in 
ll.'imiltoM  County,  where  they  were  residents  for  a 
period  of  twenty-foui-  years,  and  thence  cainc!  to 
llii«  Stjite.  locating  first  on  a  farm  near  niodniing- 
loii,  where  they  resided  until  1 WIU),  thin  <;imc  ti> 
llii-  county,  wliicli  has  since  Ijccn  tlieir  liomc 

Our  .'.ubject  is  the  son  of  llcmyand  KHzabctli 
(Lilly)  Durllinger.  and  w:i-  the  Icnlb  in  a  family  of 
lliirleeii  children,  live  of  whom  an>  still  living;. 
'I'hrce  brother-  yielded  iiji  their  lives  a.s  a  s.-iciilicc 
upon  the  altar  of  their  country,  having  enlisled 
during  the  late  war    in  an    Indian.i  regiment,  being 


taken  fatally  ill  in  Kentucky,  and  died  there  in  tlie 
hospital,  .lames,  another  brother,  enlisted  in  thc> 
20lli  Tllinois  Infantry  and  succumbed  to  the  ex- 
[losurc  and  hardships  of  army  life;  he  came  home 
and  died  soon  afterward  of  ty[)hoid  fever;  his  re- 
niiiins  were  placed  in  the  family  bur^'ing-ground  on 
secdon  22.  Daniel  enlisted  in  the  26tli  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  escaiied  (-(jiupMratively  unharmed,  liv- 
ing to  return  home,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Olatha, 
Kan.;  Mary  Jane  became  the  wife  of  Francis  Davis, 
of  McLe.-in  County,  and  they  have  one  child: 
Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Newton  Edgington,  of  John- 
son County.  Kan.,  is  the  mother  of  five  children; 
Ellen  m.'iiriecl  Davenpi>rt  AVelch.  now  deceased,  and 
lives  ill  \'irginia;  she  has  four  children.  The  par- 
ents, were  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  .and  Con- 
necticut, and  became  residents  of  Ohio  in  their 
childhood.  They  were  married  in  the  Bucke^'e 
State. 

Mr.  Durllinger  remained  under  tlie  jiarental  roof 
until  after  his  p.arents  became  residents  of  this 
county.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits,  which 
he  has  followed  all  his  life,  and  as  opportunity  af- 
fonlecl  has  inii)roved  lii>  limited  education,  keeping 
himself  well  posted  in  regard  to  public  matters  and 
taking  a  genuine  interest  in  the  progress  and  pros- 
perity of  his  adopted  county.  He  was  married 
rather  late  in  life,  after  p.assing  his  tliirt.y-flrstliirth- 
diiy,  to  Miss  J^ouisa  .T.  Pemberton,  the  wedding 
taking  place  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  March  3, 
ISd  1.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four 
rhildreii,  namely:  Ida  Alice,  born  Feb.  14,  18()(); 
Charles  William,  May  1,  1870;  Abram  IL,  March 
12,  1878,  and   Ina  M.,  March  12,  1885. 

Mrs.  Durllinger  is  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Catherine  (Hibbs)  Pemberton,  and  was  the  fifth 
(^hild  in  a  family  of  nine,  four  of  whom  are  de- 
ce.ased.  Her  eldest  sister,  Anna,  was  twice  married: 
fii'st  to  Abram  Gamble,  by  whom  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  :uid  secondly  to  his 
bi'othcr.  llarvi'V  (iambic.  .lames  .M.  served  as  a 
soldiei-  in  the  I'nion  army  and  was  killed  in  battle 
at  I'c.-iclilree  Creek;  1'.  D.iiius  is  f.-irming  in 
Roolv's  (reek  Township;  .\lson  I'arUer,  .Martha 
.losephine:  Slanslini-y  C;innon  died  about  18t!l): 
Aaron  Alv:di  is  faiining  in  Rodk's  Creek  Township, 
and  llir.am  ('••imdon  is  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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GEORGE  W.  BROOKS  is  one  of  the  best 
known  stock -raisers  in  Livingston  County. 
,1  and  has  one  of  the  best  arranged  and  liighly 
cultivated  farms  in  Sullivan  Townshiji.  lo'-ited 
on  section  32.  He  «a>  lioni  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Fell.  "26,  1849,  and  was  the  youngest  child  in  a 
family  of  three  born  to  lii>  parents,  Richard  and 
Mary  (Daniels)  Brooks,  l)oth  of  whom  were  natives 
of  England.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
George  and  Susan  (Blinco)  Brooks,  natives  of  En- 
gland, and  the  maternal  grandparents  were  Benja- 
min and  Mary  (Wiiliam>)  Daniel>,  who  were  Welsh 
by  birth. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  England 
on  the  6th  of  November,  1824,  and  was  married 
there  in  1844.  Thej'  came  to  this  country  in  1841), 
a  short  time  before  our  subject  w^as  born,  and  set- 
tled in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  whence  they  removed 
to  Poughkeepsie,  where  Mr.  Brooks,  the  elder,  had 
charge  of  an  engine  at  the  iron  works,  and  lield 
that  responsible  position  some  seven  years.  In 
1856  he  migrated  to  LaSalle  Count}-,  111.,  where  he 
lived  until  1809.  The  father  in  the  spring  of 
that  3-ear  came  to  this  county  and  purchased 
1 60  acres  of  wild  prairie  on  section  32,  Sullivan 
Township,  where  our  subject  now  resides.  The 
parents  died  within  nine  weeks  of  each  other;  the 
date  of  the  father's  death  was  April?,  1884,  and  that 
of  the  mother's  Feb.  5, 1884.  George  W.  remained 
at  home  and  assisted  in  improving  the  farm,  re- 
ceiving his  education  at  the  Christian  Ihothers' 
Academy'  in  LaSalle  County,  111.,  fi-oui  wliidi  lie 
graduated  with  honors  in  tlic  spring  of  IsdC. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1872.  at  Sannemin,  jMr. 
Brooks  was  married  to  Annie  A.  Gray,  whn  was 
born  Feb.  22,  18.52,  in  Deer  Park  Township,  La- 
Salle Co.,  111.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Abner 
and  Mercy  E.  (Pratt)  Gray,  and  was  the  second  in 
a  family  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living 
in  Livingston  County  and  one  in  Kansas.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brooks  are  the  parents  of  four  chiklren,  whose 
names  are  Marietta,  Fannie  Maria;  Katie  Mabel, 
who  died  at  tlie  age  of  twenty  months,  and  Rich- 
ard Abner. 

The  farm  on  which  our  subject  resith'S,  b}'  the 
ad<lition  of  a  piece  now  ami  then,  has  increased  ini- 
lil  it  now  compi'ises  ."lOO   acres  of  most  excellent 


land,  the  greater  portion  of  which  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  200  acres  being  set  aside  for 
pasture  ground.  The  residence  is  a  model  build- 
ing, and  on  the  home  farm  there  are  three  good 
barns.  The  farm  is  stocked  with  high-grade  Norman 
horses,  to  the  number  of  forty-flvc,  including  two 
fine  thoroughbred  stidlions.  He  has  also  fine  herds 
of  gi'aded  Short-horn  and  Hereford  cattle,  and 
droves  of  Poland-China  hogs.  Mr.  Brooks  is  act- 
ive in  political  matters,  and  is  a  strong  partisan  of 
the  Republican  part}-.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
the  township  oflices,  including  that  of  School  Trustee 
for  ten  years.  School  Director  for  two  years  and 
Township  Clerk  for  three  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brook>  have  made  themselves  poinilar  with  the 
people  who  surround  them,  and  delight  to  engage 
in  such  good  works  as  will  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  their  neighbors. 

As  representative  of  the  progress  made  in  the 
style  of  architecture  of  the  Ijuildings  of  this  section 
of  country,  we  present  on  another  page  of  this 
Ai.p.r>r  a  view  of  Mr.  Brooks"  residence. 

fp  USTED  BROS.,  gentlemen  widely  and  favor- 
ably known  througliout  Amity  Townshii), 
have  been  farming  together  for  the  last 
seven  years,  and  are  now  principally  en- 
o-.aged  in  stock-raising.  They  have  a  fine  tract  of 
land  located  on  section  2C>,  2G5  acres  in  extent, 
which  is  provided  with  a  good  dwelling  and  suita- 
ble out-buildings  for  the  carrying  on  of  their  chosen 
calling. 

Samuel  N.  llnsted,  the  elder  of  the  above  firm, 
was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Ind.,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Rachel  Husted,  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey. The  parental  1  household  included  seven  chil- 
dren. The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
a  reputable  and  worthy  citizen.  He  and  hi>  excel- 
lent wife  are  now  residing  in  Cornell. 

Husted  Bros,  were  reared  in  Indiana,  and  Sam- 
uel N.  after  reaching  his  majority,  wa>  united  in 
marriage  w-ith  .\Lartha  Holten,  daughter  of  .lames 
Wilson,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the  liduie  of 
the  bride,  Dec.  2.'>,  1867.  Their  first  huinc  was  in 
Hsnien    Township.      They    became  the   parents  of 
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seven  (.'hildren,  six  now  living,  namely :  Charles  8., 
William  .1..  Kaymonil  ().,  David  Earl,  Mabel  R. 
ami  Ktlna  C  Albert  S.  died  in  18711,  when  ten 
yeiu-s  of  age.  Tbe  muther  of  these  children,  after 
being  tbe  faithful  wife  and  heliuneet  of  our  subject 
for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years,  died  very  sud- 
denly with  congestive  chills  on  the  7th  of  May, 
1887.  Her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  ceme- 
tery at  Cornell,  and  her  name  is  held  in  kindly  re- 
membrance by  her  nuiuining  family  and  a  large 
circle  of  friends. 

David  M.  Husled  was  born  Sept.  27,  18o4,  in 
Putnam  County.  111.,  and  like  his  brother,  assisted 
iu  the  laborsof  the  homestead  as  soon  as  old  enough 
to  make  himself  useful.  He  was  educated  in  the 
district  school,  and  in  the  spring  of  1880  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Clara  A.,  daughter  of 
William  .1.  and  Sarah  (Wilson)  Reeves.  The 
l>rothers  are  industrious  and  enterprising  citizens, 
skillful  and  progressive  farmers,  and  in  all  respects 
valuable  factors  in  a  community  noted  for  its  pros- 
l>erous  and  intelligent  people. 

The  cliiidren  of  William  and  Rachel  Husted  art- 
recorded  a^  follows:  Hannah  M.  became  the  wife 
of  II.  B.  Sheppard,  of  Chatsworth,  and  is  the 
mother  of  seven  children ;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of 
I).  G.  Camplieil,  of  .Streator,  and  the  motlier  of 
»cven  children,  six  now  living;  Mr.  C.  is  a  Station 
Agent  for  C.  A  A.  R.  R.  Co.  Sarah  E.  married  B. 
K.  .Johnson,  a  merchant  of  Cornell,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children,  five  now  living; 
I.ydia  W.  and  Rachel  JM.  are  unmairicd  and  at 
home  with  their  |)arenls. 


Y  >H.L1A.M  (i.  DAVIS.  The  farm  of  this  sub- 
\./-J/j  sUmtial  and  well-t<»-do  resident  of  Dwight 
y'y  Towiisliij)  is  pleasantly  located  on  section 
22.  and  forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  features 
ill  the  land>cape  of  that  region.  .\  view  of  llie 
homestead  is  shown  eJscwhei'c  in  liii-  work.  His 
projHjrty  includes  C  10  acres  of  valuable  land,  located 
nejir  tlie  town  limits  of  Dwight,  wiiicli  he  inherited 
from  the  e.^t'ile  of  liis  father.  The  latter,  Robert 
Duvin  by  name,   w:i.-  a  descendant    of   .substantial 
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Welsh  ancestry,  and  was  horn  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  principality  where  several  generations  had 
come  and  gone,  and  were  chiefly  distinguished  for 
their  quiet  and  unobtrusive  lives,  and  their  quali- 
ties as  correct  and  law-abiding  citizens. 

Robert  Davis  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a  young 
man,  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Pike  County, 
Ohio,  with  his  two  brothers,  Thomas  L.  and  Richard, 
who  accompanied  him.  Thomas  L.  finally  drifted 
into  Peoria,  this  Stale,  where  he  engaged  in  rectify- 
ing whisky,  and  became  wealthy.  Richard  occupied 
himself  as  a  boatman  on  the  Illinois  River,  and  died 
3'oung.  Robert,  who  had  leaiued  the  cooper's  trade, 
finally  came  to  Lacon,  Marshall  County,  arriving 
here  with  only  seventy-five  cents  in  his  pocket, 
but  soon  afterward  secured  employment,  and  after 
years  of  plodding  industry  invested  the  capital 
which  he  li.ad  accumulated  in  a  stock  of  groceries. 
He  was  engaged  in  trade  a  few  years,  then  began 
speculating  in  lands,  and  soon  found  himself  on  the 
wave  of  iirosperity,  which  finally  led  him  on  to  fort- 
une. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  worth  at 
least  §300,000,  and  this  remarkable  accumulation, 
from  such  a  humble  beginning,  was  the  result 
solely  of  his  own  industry  and  perseverance. 

Robert  Davis,  besides  distinguishing  himself  as  a 
very  sagacious  business  man,  had  great  lespect  for 
his  word,  which  the  people  around  him  soon  found 
was  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  had  a  thorough  con- 
tempt for  the  irresiKinsible  man,  and  required  those 
who  dealt  with  him  to  be  prompt  in  meeting  their 
obligations  and  engagements,  (jr  to  furnish  some 
good  reason  for  their  dereliction.  He  was  one  (.if 
the  most  zealous  members  of  the  Republican  party, 
but  was  no  oflice-seeker,  preferring  to  give  his  time 
and  attention  to  liis  own  affairs.  He  had  been 
reared  piously,  and  in  religious  views  adhered  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  death 
took  place  at  his  home  in  Texas,  iu  the  spring  of 
187'J,  after  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty -four 
year-.  lli>  only  sister,  Margaret,  is  the  wife  of 
Ivlwanl  -loiies,  of  Henry,  Marshall  County,  and  the 
inotlicr  of  four  sons:  Edwin,  who  died  young; 
(iiai'les  K..  a  lianl<ci':  Robert  and  Thomas,  all  resi- 
dents of  lleiiiN . 

The  mother  of  our  siiliject  was,  in  her  giillioo<l, 
jMiss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Ilann.ali 
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E.  Goodwin,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  Tliis  lady  died 
at  her  home  in  West  Virginia  ^vhen  her  only  child, 
William  G.,  our  subject,  was  but  two  weeks  old. 
The  father  subsequently  married  Miss  Sarah  M., 
daughter  of  Dr.  Fetter,  of  Magnolia,  and  they  be- 
came tiie  parents  of  four  children,  viz :  Helen  V., 
who  married  Sumner  Clark,  of  Peoria,  and  is  now 
deceased ;  Maria  E.,  Lora  F.,  and  Frederick,  \vho 
died  when  a  boy. 

William  G.  Davis  was  born  at  Lacon,  Marshall 
Co.,  111.,  Dec.  29,  184.S,  and  received  a  common- 
school  education,  while  at  the  same  time  being 
reared  to  farming  pin-suits.  He  was  an  ambitions 
boy,  however,  with  decided  views  of  his  own,  and 
when  eleven  years  of  age  engaged  as  a  cabin-boy 
and  "texas  tender"  on  a  steamboat  on  the  Ohio 
River,  which  occupation  he  followed  four  j^ears, 
and  experienced  many  hardships.  He  then  decided, 
like  the  Prodigal  Son,  to  return  to  his  father's 
house,  and  like  him  was  received  with  open  arms. 
From  this  time  on  he  labored  at  the  homestead 
until  1S70,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss  Drusilla 
M.,  daughter  of  Edwin  and  Hattie  Simpson,  of 
Magnolia. 

After  marriage  our  subject  and  his  young  wife 
located  on  a  farm  near  Henry,  111.,  where,  however, 
the}'  only  remained  a  short  time,  and  lived  in  dif- 
ferent places  until  187',),  when  they  took  possession 
of  their  present  property.  Mr.  Davis  in  the  mean- 
time took  one  more  trij)  on  the  Ohio  River,  as  a  re- 
minder of  the  old  times.  Life,  since  that  day, 
flowed  on  comparatively  uneventfulh' until  our  sub- 
ject met  with  his  first  great  attliction  in  the  death 
of  the  faithful  wife,  which  took  place  in  the  spring 
of  1887.  Mrs.  Davis  was  a  lady  greatly  beloved 
b}'  her  family  and  friends,  and  possessed  those 
womanly  virtues  by  which  she  exerted  a  good 
inftuence  upon  all  around  her.  She  was  kindl}' 
in  all  her  ways,  hospitable  and  charitable,  and 
a  devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  died  with  full  faith  in  the  Christian 
redemption,  and  met  the  last  enemy  with  that  calm- 
ness and  fortitude  which  had  chacterized  her  through 
all  the  vicissitudes  of  life.  The  household  of  our 
subject  is  now  presided  over  by  his  niece.  Miss  Nel- 
lie Matthiasdu,  daughter  of  Peter  B.  and  Florence 
S.  Simpson,  of   JIagnolia.      This  lady   is  highly  in- 


telligent and  well  educated,  being   a  graduate  of 
Jacksonville  Female  Seminar}*. 

Mr.  Davis,  politically,  is  like  liis  fatlu'r  lieforc 
him,  a  stanch  Republican,  and  in  iiis  management 
of  the  important  interests  whieli  he  now  represents, 
and  the  large  property  which  he  owns  and  controls, 
has  evidentlj'  inherited  a  large  proportion  of  the 
good  judgment  and  energy  which  proved  the  secret 
of  his  father's  success  in  life,  and  made  of  him  one 
of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  business  and 
agricultural  interests  of  Illinois. 

---5- ■■o*o-jCj><v®-o*o <,— 

LEXANDER  SINCLAIR.  It  can  truth- 
fully be  said  that  Illinois  is  in  advance  of 
her  sister  States  in  the  matter  of  agricult- 
ure and  stock-raising,  as  the  statistics  from 
all  sources  will  amply  prove.  Her  soil  is  not  ma- 
teriall}'  different  from  that  of  Indiana,  Iowa  and 
Wisconsin,  and  the  reason  cannot  be  placed  to 
that  account.  But  there  must  be  a  reason  some- 
where, and  it  seems  to  lie  in  the  people  themselves. 
Pennsylvania  has  planted  her  sons  compactly  in 
many  sections  of  the  State,  and  wherever  they  are 
the  country  has  been  made  to  blossom  as  the  rose. 
It  is  largely  due  to  the  sturdy  Pennsylvanians  who 
settled  in  Illinois  during  the  infancy  of  the  State, 
and  later,  that  her  position  as  a  grain-growing  and 
a  stock-raising  State  has  been  attained. 

In  this  connection  it  is  pertinent  to  state  that  tlie 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  farmei-  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  19,  Esmen  Township,  was  born  in 
the  Keystone  State,  (jnmbria  County,  on  the  24th 
of  August,  1839.  He  is  the  third  child  in  a  family 
of  four  born  to  Gordon  and  Barbara  (Hosea)  Sin- 
clair, who  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  emigrated 
to  Pennsylvania,  arriving  there  in  the  fall  of  18ol. 
They  came  from  Aberdeen,  near  where  they  were 
both  born,  and  where  they  were  married.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfatlier  was  also  named  Gordon,  and  the 
maternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Margaret 
(McGregor)  Hosea,  who  were  also  natives  of  Scot- 
land. They  emigrated  to  America  in  1831,  and  the 
grandmother  died  during  the  ocean  voyage:  the 
grandfather  spent  his  declining  years  in  America. 
Tiie  father  of  Mr.  Sinclair  followed  his  trade  of 


^ 


•^-■-4»" 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


haruess-maker  until  l»e  came  to  America,  when  he 
settled  in  Minister,  Cambria  Co.,  Pa.,  and  followed 
the  same  oceuiwtion  about  six  years,  lie  tlun 
bought  eiithty  acres  of  land  and  began  life  as  a 
farmer  in  18."58,  which  ocenpatioii  he  foUo^td  until 
his  death,  June  7,  18G-\  He  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian, and  a  zealous  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  all  his  life;  his  exeelKnt  wifo  died  on  the 
llthof  November.  1881,  in  ^Michigan,  where  she 
wa.--  residing  with  her  children. 

Mr.  .Sinclair  was  reared  as  a  farniei'  boy.  and  ic- 
eeived  what  edncation  the  common  schools  afforded 
until  he  was  tweutj'-two  j-ears  of  age,  when  he  en- 
tered an  acaderaj-  for  the  jmrpose  of  securing  a 
higher  edncation:  but  the  death  of  his  father  called 
him  home,  and  he  then  took  charge  of  the  fanii. 
His  younger  brother,  Goi'don,  had  entered  the 
I'niou  army,  and  Alexander  w.ns  the  only  one  iipon 
whom  the  home  interests  could  devolve,  and  he 
managed  affairs  for  two  years. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  180-1,  Mr.  Sinclair  married 
Margaret  (iritlith,  who  was  born  in  Wales  on  the  .")th 
of  November,  l.s^.j,  and  was  the  youngest  child  in 
a  family  of  eight  l)oys  and  seven  girls  born  to  Evan 
and  ."^araii  (Davis)  (irillith,  who  were  natives  of 
W:de,-.  They  came  to  America  about  1839,  and 
after  living  five  years  in  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  they 
iKiugbt  a  farm  in  Cambria  Count}',  wiiere  the  father 
died  on  till-  'Jtli  of  January,  IHfU,  and  the  mother 
in  .September,  IfSGi.  Their  parents  wcw  John  ami 
Catherine  (M-illlth.  ami  D.uiiil  and  Sar.ih  l)n\\>.  all 
native>  of  Wales. 

Alexander  .Sinclair  settled  on  I  he  home  t;nni  in 
C.-imbria  County,  where  he  remained  five  years,  then 
removed  to  the  town  of  Kvansbiirg,  in  order  to  be 
near  good  |»hysicians  who  rnigiil  tre.d  his  wife's 
eyes,  «liii-h  had  begun  to  fail.  They  remained  there 
one  year  and  then  moved  to  \'an  I'.nren  County, 
.Mich.,  where  he  teamed  at  a  sawmill  >ix  years,  and 
then  coming  to  Livingston  County,  in  ihe  fall  of 
HTC,  he  .«eltled  on  luiirl  belonging  to  .Mrs.  Sinclaii's 
brother.  Four  years  later  he  bought  .320  acres  of 
improved  land  on  .-eetlon  I 'J,  whcru  he  erected  ini- 
proveinentH  imd  Uun  resi(|ed  ever  since.  .Mrs.  Sin- 
clair n»-ver  recovered  her  .-iglit,  .-ind  lia.«  been  loiidly 
blind  for  the  j>;i.Ht  -ixte(rn  years.  Shi'  is  the  molliei- 
of  live  cliildr4-n.  all  of  wli<;ni  are  liviiij;  and  nnniMi- 


ried:  Barbara  E.  was  born  July  19,  1865;  Robert 
Gordon,  Oct,  29,  1800;  Evan  B.,  May  14,  18G9; 
Mary  F.,  Feb.  11.  1871,  and  lOrwin  A.,  May  .5,  1880. 

Mr.  Sinclair  is  now  Koad  Commissioner,  and  has 
served  a-  Sehool  Director  ever  since  he  settled  in 
the  county.  He  takes  no  verj-  active  part  in  politics, 
but  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  not  in- 
different to  its  successes.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
stock-raiser,  and  has  a  decided  partiality  for  Nor- 
man and  Hambletonian  horses,  Durham  cattle  and 
Poland-China  hogs. 

On  an  adjoining  page  of  this  volume  is  yhown  a 
view  of  Mr.  Siiudair's  residi-'nce  together  with  its 
surroundings. 


ETER  .1.  NEWHALFEN,  a  native  of  the 
I'rovinee  of  Cologne,  Prussia,  emigrated 
to  America  when  a  youth  of  nineteen  years, 
aiid  since  that  time  has  adapted  himself  to 
the  institutions  of  his  adopted  country,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  has  been  industriously  engaged  in 
tilling  her  soil  and  endeavoring  to  become  a  useful 
and  respected  member  of  society.  In  his  laudable 
efforts  he  has  succeeded  well,  and  by  his  industry 
has  acquired  a  comfortable  property  consisting  of 
eighty  acres  of  land  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion and  supplied  with  excellent  buildings.  He 
has  been  favored  with  a  good  physical  constitution, 
and  has  strictly  observed  that  most  important  fac- 
tor to  a  man  who  would  be  successful  and  well 
thought  of,  namely,  honest^',  and  a  careful  conscien- 
tiousness in  the  transaction  of  business.  As  the  re- 
sult of  these  qualities,  he  enjoys  the  kindly  regard 
of  his  neighbors,  and  is  esteemed  as  a  valued  fac- 
tor among  the  property  owners  of  Saunemin  Town- 
ship. 

Our  sulijeel  was  horn  Oct.  17,  1835,  and  is  the 
son  of  Peter  W.  and  Reginc  (Schuste)  Newhalfen, 
who  were  also  of  German  birth  and  parentage.  In 
common  with  the  youth  of  his  native  land,  he  re- 
ceived a  good  edue.'ition  in  the(!erinan  tongue, and 
eont.iniKMl  ne;ir  thi'  place  of  his  birth  until  the  sum- 
niei-  of  l.s.'il,  wlien,  .■leeompanied  by  his  parents,  he 
lool<  passage  oh  a  sailing-vessel  a,l<  yVntwei-p,  and 
after  .-in  oee.-m  vo\age  of  six  week,-,  laniled  i]i  New 
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York  City  anrl  came  directly  to  this  State.  They 
located  in  LaSalle  County  where  they  made  their 
home,  and  where  the  mother  died  alioiil  l,s74. 
Peter  J.  emplo3'ed  himself  at  whateviM'  he  could 
Hnd  to  do,  being  mostly  engaged  in  farming,  and 
about  18G4  came  to  this  conuty,  taking  up  his 
abode  in  Saunennn  Township,  of  which  he  has 
since  been  a  resident.  He  had  been  trained-to  hab- 
its of  industry  and  economy,  and  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble began  to  save  something  from  his  rather  limited 
earnings,  which  he  in  due  time  invested  in  the  land 
whicii  constitutes  his  present  homestead.  Here  his 
course  has  been  nnxrked  by  the  true  Geriuan  per- 
sistence of  his  ancestry,  and  he  has  added  little  by 
little  to  the  value  of  his  property,  until  it  bears  fair 
comparison  with  that  of  other  intelligent  fai-mers 
around  him. 

Some  time  'after  coming  to  this  count}'  Mr. 
Newlialfen  made  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Eisfield,  one  of  his  own  countrywomen,  and 
the}-  were  married  on  the  ."ith  of  February,  !.s7o, 
at  the  home  of  the  bride  in  LaSalle  County.  Mrs. 
N.  was  born  in  tlie  Province  of  Hessen  in  1841, 
and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  four  children:  Henry  W.,  who  was  born 
Oct.  22,  1873;  Augustus  E.,  Dec.  9,  1876;  Freder- 
ick, Feb.  20,  1879,  and  Grover  C,  Aug.  9,  1883. 
The  name  of  this  last  child  quite  satisfactoril}'  in- 
dicates the  polities  of  its  father,  although  Mr.  N. 
usuall}-  Votes  independently  and  for  the  men  whom 
he  considers  best  qualified  for  office. 


^  R.  WILLIAM  L.  RABE.  a  practicing  phy- 
sican  of  thirty  years'  standing,  traces  the 
f^J^^  main  points  in  an  interesting  career  as  fol- 
lows. The  familj'  originated  in  Germany, 
and  was  first  represented  in  this  countiy  by  the  pater- 
nal grandfather  of  our  subject,  .Jacob  Rabe,  who  left 
the  Fatherland  previous  to  the  War  of  1812,  when 
he  was  a  3'oung  man.  Uis  ancestors  had  for  many 
generations  been  widely  known  throughout  Prussia, 
where  two  of  his  brothers  were  publishers  at  Berlin. 
Jacol)  Rabe  upon  coming  to  America  settled  on 
a  tract  of  land  near  what  was  then  the  unimportant 
little  town  of  Monongaiiela,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  married, and  became  the  father  of  three 


sons.  He  subsequently  arrayed  himself  on  the  side 
of  the  Colonists  in  tlicir  struggle  for  liberty,  and 
also  fought  in  the  War  of  1812.  As  the  residt  of 
tempei'anc*  and  other  good  habits,  he  lived  to  the 
patriarchal  age  of  one  hundred  and  tiiree  years,  and 
jn-eserved  his  mental  and  physical  strengtii  to  a  re- 
markable degree,  lie  was  noted  for  his  industiy 
and  integrity,  and  whether  at  home  or  ann>ng  his 
neighbors  preserved  that  equanimity  of  temper  and 
well-i)red  manner  which  at  once  singled  him  out  as 
a  gentleman  by  birth  and  breeding.  The  celebrated 
opera  singers,  the  Rabe  sisters,  were  offshoots  of 
this  family,  and  were  widely  known  throughout 
Europe,  where  they  made  a  fortune  by  their  talent. 
They  were  offered  $20,000  to  fill  an  engagement  in 
this  country,  but  declined  to  cross  the  water.  Many 
other  members  of  the  famil}'  were  distinguished  for 
their  musical  talent. 

John  Rabe,  the  father  of  our  sulijeet,  was  born 
on  tiie  old  homestead  near  Monongaiiela,  Pa., 
where  he  jiursued  his  early  studies,  and  <levelo|)ed 
into  a  school-teacher.  Upon  reaching  manhood  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Luce,  a  native  of  his 
own  State,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
the  children  recorded  as  follows :  Melesendra  became 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Morrison,  of  Pittsburgh; 
Amanda  married  Samuel  A.  Frederick,  of  Ohio; 
Maria  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  j^ears ;  Hiram  is  a 
capitalist  at  Clyde,  Ohio;  John  is  a  phjsician  of 
Monongahela,  Pa.,  and  William  L.  is  our  subject. 
In  1820  John  Rabe  removed  with  his  famil}-  to 
Jefferson  County,  Ohio,  and  [)urchased  a  farm,  upon 
wjiicli  he  located  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  his  death  taking  i)lace  about  1872.  He  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  was  at  once 
recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  community. 
He  was  prominent  in  the  membership  of  the  Pros- 
Iiyterian  Church,  and  held  the  various  township 
ollices.  Upon  becoming  a  voter  he  ii;id  identified 
himself  with  the  old  Whig  party,  but  upon  its 
abandonment  cordially  endorsed  Republican  princi- 
ples, and  sought  to  wield  a  healthy  influence  over 
his  children,  to  whom  he  gave  a  liberal  education 
and  encouraged  them  in  the  exercise  vf  those  vir- 
tues by  which  they  became  valued  and  reputable 
citizens. 

Dr.  ^\'illianl  L.  Rabe  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
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stead  of  liis  parents  in  Ohio.  May  8.  183'.'.  wlieie 
he  [Kisscil  his  earl}-  life  and  became  familiar  witli 
farm  luii-suits.  At  the  same  time  he  was  being 
eaiefully  edueated.  and  entered  Kichnumd  College 
at  an  early  age.  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
t,>hio.  I'lHin  being-  gr.adnated  from  this  institution 
he  attended  Washington  College,  in  his  native  State, 
and  taking  np  the  >tady  of  medicine,  completed  his 
eoni-se  in  Cleveland  Medical  College,  Ohio,  from 
which  he  received  his  diploma.  He  opened  his  first 
ullice  at  Wellsville.  in  that  State,  where  he  practiced 
four  years,  and  subsequently  became  President  of 
Kiehmond  College.  After  coming  to  the  West  he 
ti^Kjk  up  the  study  of  theology  in  the  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago.  He  d id  not  1  ly  any 
means,  however,  abandon  his  first  profession,  but  in 
order  to  still  further  progress  in  the  science  of  med- 
icine, in  1806  took  a  course  at  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege, which  conferred  upon  him  a  diploma  and  an 
hononiry  degree.  In  ISGT  he  became  pastor  of  the 
First  I're^byterian  Church  at  Blooniingtou,  where 
he  continued  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  He  then 
removed  to  D wight,  where  he  officiated  as  pastor  of 
the  I'nion  Church  seven  years,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to.  and  h;is  since  followed  liis  old  profession, 
of  physician  and  surgeon.  During  the  late  war 
Dr.  Habe.  true  to  the  patriotic  instinct>  which  had 
descended  t<j  him  from  a  race  of  men  distinguished 
l>y  their  love  of  freedom,  raided  I  wo  cuniijanies  of 
infantry  and  prepared  to  defend  Ihi'  city  of  Steuben- 
ville,  Oliix,  from  the  threatened  raid  of  the  rebel 
<  li-neral,  .Morgan.  Duringtlic  conflict  there  he  .acted 
a-  A>.»i.->tant  .Surgeon,  wa.-  under  lire,  and  ex|)eri- 
enced  a  very  narrow  escape.  He  witnessed  the 
<:ipture  >}(  Morgan  and  attended  professionally  to 
twenty  nn-n  wounded  l)y  sabre  cuts.  He  i>  cdii- 
i-ervative  in  politics,  and  mcdille-  lillle  with  matters 
•  iMt-idc  iif  Ills  profession. 

Dr.  Kab.-.  while  :i  resident  of  lilooniingloii.  was 
united  in  marriage  witli  .Mis>  Krunirj  Clay  Tenipie, 
daut'hter  of  William  II.  an<l  Klizabelii  (Park)  Tenj. 
pie,  of  iJioominglon.  Of  this  union  there  ai-e  four 
briglil  childieii,  namely:  .\Hlrlred  'J'.,  wiio  was  born 
.Fuly  17.  1«<;m;  William  L.,  Oct.  m,  I  m(;!i  ;  Chirencc 
1'.,  .Ian.  Ml.  1«7l'.  and  Lucy  K..  .I.m.  -j],  |h7|,,.||| 
reiiiaiiiin)^  at  lioni'.'  with  llieli'  p.ircnl^.  .Mi-.~  Mil. 
^  '  dred    Itibf;   Ii.-i.h   reii-i vc<|    :t  riiusicul    •■i\iir:,\i,,]i   ^Hid 


evinces  decided  talent  in  this  direction,  having  sung 
in  jMiblic  with  great  success,  while  her  brother. 
Clarence,  seems  strongly  inclined  to  the  same. 
^Irs.  Rabe,  on  her  mother's  side,  is  descended  from 
tiie  Park-Custis'familj',  to  whom  the  wife  of  AVasli- 
ington  was  closely  related. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the  lecture, 
"A  Doctor's  Rambling  Thoughts,"  delivered  by 
Dr.  Rabe  before  the  Medical  Association  held  at 
Ottawa,  111.,  Dec.  6,  1887. 

'•  Gentlemen,  our  mission  is  to  conserve  tlie  trutli ; 
remember,  "  truth  is  mighty  and  will  prevail."  And 
when  the  great  assembl.age  of  the  renowned  medical 
men  of  the  whole  world — the  greatest  medical  con- 
vention, as  I  Conceive,  ever  convened  or  presided 
over  by  a  citizen  of  Illinois  or  any  citizen  of  any 
State,  land  or  country — when  they,  in  their  wisdom, 
admitted  none  liut  regular  rational  physicians  to 
their  deliberations,  they  gave  a  stunning,  fatal  blow 
to  deception,  fraud  and  quackery  in  our  own  and 
other  lands.  Let  fashion  be  fashionalilc.  but  when 
you  are  called  to  the  bedside  of  a  side  man,  think 
without  reserve,  what  is  the  verj'  best  thing  I  can 
give  or  do  for  this,  my  patient;  if  very  sick  get  the 
best  counsel  you  can.  But  wise  as  we  may  be, 
walking  vocabularies  of  medical  knowlege.  long- 
experienced,  why  don't  we  cure  more  of  the  sick.' 
Whj'  do  so  manj^  die.-  Or  will  an}-  of  3-ou  answer 
or  tell  satisfactorily  why  or  what  is  a  pain.^ 

"  Now,  gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Association,  in 
fine  a  correct  diagnosis  is  ne  2jIus  ultra:  a  prognosis 
is  of  far  less  vital  character.  Nature's  wants  in 
health  are  few  and  simple.  ^\'c  can  consider  as  we 
please  or  wish,  make  tliem  great.  So  likewise  in 
disease,  few  remedies  are  aljsolutely  needed,  it  is  the 
best  we  want." 

EliKNK/KR  TERRV.  win.  Dwns  .120  acres  of 
land  located  on  seiildu  7,  Amity  Township, 
'   w;i>  lioi'ii    in    Pontine  'l'(]wnsjiip  ou  tiie  loth 

of  .Alarrh.  |s|:;.  and  is  tlu'  son  of  Sylvester 
and  .bnie  (Caiiipbcll)  I'crry.  who  wcic  natives  of 
Oiiio,  and  i-aiiie  lo  Illinois  in  I  .s;;;i.  N lealing  in  l'()n- 
liai' Touii-liip.  The  latliiT  \va>  a  strong  Democrat ; 
llic  ninlhci'  ua-  an  ardent   nienibei-  of   llie  Christian 
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Cluii'cli.  To  them  were  Lorn  four  children :  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  sister  Mary  Jane,  who 
wcie  twins,  tlie  latter  drying  when  she  was  aLmit 
two  years  old;  Thomas  ('.,  who  grew  to  manhood 
and  enlisted  in  Company  F,  33d  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  died  of  flux  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  Sept.  27,  18Gu, 
after  having  served  I'igliteen  months  in  the  army ; 
and  Eleanor,  win  >  was  born  March  30,  1848,  and 
married  David  IM orris;  the}'  have  seven  children, 
and  live  in  Nel)raska. 

IMr.  Terr}'  received  a  good  common-school  cdu- 
catitm  and  also  attended  a  six-months  term  at  the 
Jennings  Seminary  in  Aurora,  111.  In  18G2,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen,  he  enlisted  in  Companj'  G,  129th 
Illinois  Infantrjs  with  which  he  served  three  years, 
being  discjiarged  on  the  27th  of  July,  1865.  Dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  in  the  arrny  he  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Resaca  and  Burnt  Woods,  Ga.,  and 
in  the  slaughter  of  Pine  Mountains,  a  southern 
branch  of  the  Kennesaw  Mountains,  in  which  he  re- 
ceived a  gunshot  wound,  the  ball  entering  the 
small  of  the  back,  taking  a  downward  course  and 
coming  out  through  the  left  hip.  This  wound  was 
so  severe  that  he  had  to  be  removed  to  the  hospital 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  from  there  to  the  Marine 
Hospital  at  Chicago,  where  he  remained  about  one 
year,  and  was  then  discharged  from  the  service  on 
account  of  his  wound.  For  this  disability  he  now 
receives  $4  per  month  from  the  Government. 

On  the  12th  of  Ma}',  18(57,  Mr.  Perry  was  married 
to  Almina  L.,  daughter  of  William  and  Matilda 
(Mills)  McVay,  who  were  natives  of  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  and  devoted  member*  of  the  Christian  Church. 
(See  sketch  of  William  McA'ay  elsewhere  in  this 
wurk.)  Mr.  Mills  was  a  strong  Democrat  in  his 
political  convictions  and  used  all  hi.-s  influence  for 
the  perpetuity  of  that  party.  He  is  now  dead  and 
his  wife  survives  him.  To  them  were  born  nine 
children — Almina  L.,  Isabella  U.,  Albert,  Eli  F., 
Ida  T.,  Joseph,  Ira,  Perry  D.  and  Willis  D. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry,  in 
1867,  moved  upon  the  farm  they  now  occupy,  on 
section  7,  which  comprises  320  acres  of  fine  farm 
and  pasture  land,  watered  bj'  Mole  Creek,  and  on 
wiiich  there  is  ample  provision  to  protect  the  stock 
from  the  heat  of  the  summer,  and  the  blasts  of  win- 
tci-.      Tiicy    also  have    an  orchai-(]   of    three    acres 


comprising  the  finest  varieties  of  fruit,  while  tJie 
general  improvements  of  the  farm  denote  good 
management  at  the  hands  of  the  owner.  On  another 
page  is  shown  a  view  of  this  beautiful  homestead. 
To  Mr.  and  ]\lrs.  Perry  have  been  born  nine  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  living  at  home,  as  follows: 
Willie  S.  was  born  May  3,  1868;  Elmer  T.,  Jan. 
28,1870;  NellieB.,  Nov.  30,  1871;  Joseph  A.,  Oct. 
21,  1873;  Pearl  M.,  Oct.  23,  1875;  Edna  M.,  Jan. 
10,  1878;  Walter  v.,  Nov.  2G,  1880;  Alfonza  L., 
Feb.  19,  1883,  and  AVinifred  A.,  June  3,  1885.  All 
these  children  enjoj' exceptionally  good  health,  and 
theirs  maj'  be  termed  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word  a  happj'  famil}'.  Mr.  Peiry  is  a  leading 
Comrade  in  the  Grand  Army  Post  in  Cdrnell,  and 
is  regular  in  his  attendance  up(.in  tlie  meetings. 
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<|  I».1L]>IAM  RIDINGEK,  a  iiiglily  respected 
\/iJl/  <^'it'^6"  of  Sauuemin,  owns  and  occupies  a 
V^^\V  comfortable  homestead  on  section  32,  where 
he  is  successfully  eng.aged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
was  bom  in  Warren  County  on  the  29th  of  Fi'liruary, 
1832.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  liidin- 
ger,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  His 
paternal  ancestors  were  of  German  descent,  and  were 
early  settlers  in  this  country. 

In  .about  1846  our  subject  accompanied  liis 
parents  when  they  came  from  Indiana,  to  this 
county.  Upon  their  arrival  they  settled  for  a  short 
time  in  Avoca  Township,  and  thence  removed  to 
Saunemin  Township,  where  the}-  made  a  pei'manent 
residence.  There  the  fallier  died  in  November, 
1.S80,  and  the  mother  now  resides  on  section  33. 
There  were  born  to  them  thirteen  children,  of 
whom  the  following  survive  :  William  of  our  sketch ; 
Mary  J.,  tlie  wife  of  George  Yeagley;  Eliza,  the 
wife  of  A.  Jolnison,  of  Saunemin;  Alfred,  who 
lives  near  Saunemin,  and  married  Eliza  Lord  ;  John, 
who  married  Ellen  Lee,  and  now  I'esides  in  tiie  State 
of  Nebraska;  Martlia,  the  wife  of  Ru.ssell  Tliornton, 
of  Minnesota;  Sarah  E.,  the  wife  of  James  K.  P. 
Yeagley,  of  Nebraska;  Nicholas  P.,.  who  is  living 
south  of  Falrbury,  and  married  Mar}-  Rhodes,  and 


1114 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


"^^^T^ 


Charles,  who  is  single  and  at  home.  The  mother  of 
these  chihlreu  is  in  her  seventj'-fiftli  yonr,  ami  is 
lihysioally  hale  and  hearty  and  with  nu'utal  t'ariil- 
ties  unimpaired.  The  parents  were  among  the  first 
pioneei-s  of  Livingston  Counlv,  and  the  father  was  one 
of  the  first  men  to  serve  upon  a  jury  in  the  county. 
lie  endured  the  usual  hardships  which  fell  to  the 
pioneer  settler  and  became  witlely  and  favorably 
kniiwn  throughout  the  county.  He  assisted  in  rais- 
ing the  frame  of  the  first  fliiuring-mill  erected  below 
IVmtiae,  and  he  also  assisted  tv  build  the  first  bridge 
at  Pontiac.  During  the  cholera  epidemic  tlie  dis- 
ease prevailetl  to  an  alarming  extent  at  Pontiac,  and 
during  this  time  he  gave  great  assistance  to  the  suf- 
ferers in  the  capacity  of  a  nurse.  He  was  a  man  of 
generous  disposition  and  |)hilanthropic  nature,  and 
during  his  entire  life  made  it  a  point  to  divide  what 
he  had  with  the  destitute  and  needy. 

\\illiam  Ridinger,  our  subject,  in  many  rcs|)ects 
possesses  the  characteristics  of  his  fatlier.  and  lias 
attained  the  re|)atatii)n  of  an  excellent  citizen  and 
benevolent  gentleman.  The  greater  portion  of  his 
life  has  been  spe!<t  in  Illinois,  where  he  first  began 
the  life  of  a  farmer,  and  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  State  received  .-uch  education  as  the  facilities  of 
those  da^s  afforded. 

On  the  l«th  of  September,  18.")(!,  Mr.  Hi<linger  was 
married  to  Julia  .M.  Hamlin,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  was  born  on  the  •27th  of  December,  18.'i8, 
and  is  the  daugliter  of  Al.anson  P.  and  Esther  M. 
(Roberts)Hamlin,  natives  of  A'ermont.  Mrs.  Ridin- 
ger liefore  iier  m.arriage  taught  the  first  school  in 
the  first  log  seliool  Imildingerected  in  this  townshiii, 
and  the  old  strn<-ture  still  stands  on  .Mr.  Ridinger's 
farm.  To  .Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Ridinger  have  been  borji 
-ix  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  whose  names 
are:  I^oiii.ira,  who  was  born  Nov.  II,  11S.57,  and  is 
the  wife  of  D.-ivid  .Moreharl,  of  Saiiuemin  ;  Alice, 
who  waa  born  July  .11,  I  «.V.»,  and  is  the  wife  of 
William  I'hiilips.  of  Sauiiemin:  Emma,  who  was 
born  Keb.  1 :!.  I«(;i,  and  is  married  to  Charles  'llin- 
iier,  of  .S:iunemin,  .-ind  lleiny,  who  w.is  born  Oct. 
■J7,  iM(;s,;,iidr...i(l,.s  willilii,<|,;uenl~.  .NCliie  .M.rlicl 
at  the  interesting  age  of  -eventecMi  years;  M.ary  I'.eli 
died  aged  one  year  and  four  months. 

.Mr.  Ridinger  own,  100  acre:,  of  ImikI.  oii  which 
he  li;i.,  ereel«;d   eomforlabh'    and   .luli.-tanlia!    build- 


ings, and  the  home  of  the  family  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  in  the  township.  Our  subject  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  [xilitic's,  but  the  extent  of  his  ofiice-holding 
has  been  to  serve  as  .School  Director,  and  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  that  office  he  has  given  most 
excellenl  satisfaction. 
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R.  MAURICE  HOUSTON,  a  leading  phy- 
sician of  the  town  of  Dwight,  is  of  Scotch- 
vgjifc^  Irish  origin.  His  grandfather,  John  Gib- 
son, came  from  the  North  of  Ireland,  while 
his  father,  James  Houston,  was  a  farmer  and  land- 
holder in  Northern  New  York.  The  latter  began 
life  like  most  Americans,  in  a  humble  manner,  but 
through  energy  and  perseverance  has  accumulated 
a  comfortable  competency.  During  his  entire  life 
he  has  been  a  stanch  Republican  in  political  opin- 
ions, and  has  held  the  various  township  offices.  He 
took  for  his  wife  Miss  Margaret  Gibson,  <laughter 
of  .lolin  and  .Sarah  (McKee)  Gibson,  of  Canada, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Sarah,  Josephine,  John,  James,  Lyons, 
Grant,  Samuel  and  Maurice.  The  father  had  only 
a  common-school  education,  but  was  a  man  who 
was  a  great  reader  and  lover  of  historical  works, 
and  he  was  careful  to  give  all  his  children  a  good 
education.  He  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  3'ears. 

Dr.  Maurice  Iloustou  was  burn  <_iu  hi>  father's 
farm  in  10s>ex  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  27tlu>f  (Jctober, 
IS  17,  and  j)assed  his  early  life  at  the  homestead. 
He  gained  agood  common-school  education,  and  by 
dint  of  industry  earned  means  whereby  he  i)rocured 
his  professional  education.  He  S|)ent  eight  years  in 
office  work  under  Dr.  1'.  J.  D.  Avignon,  of  Essex 
County,  N.  \.,  and  with  Dr.  C.  A.  Mooers,  of  Law- 
rence, Mass.  lie  then  graduated  at  the  Hahnemann 
Meilical  College,  Chicag(j,  and  after  some  practice 
III  that  city  came  to  Dwiglit,  where  he  has  estab- 
lished an  cxti<'ijiely  lucrative  practice. 

On  the  j.'ith  of  .May,  1  .s7  f,  !)r.  Houston  was 
married  to  Aliss  A<ldie  A.,  daughter  of  Asa,  and 
.Matilda  (.leiinings)  Barker,  residciils  of  .Methuen, 
.M.'iss.  As.-i  linker,  the  bitlicr  of  .Mrs.  Hoiislon,  was 
a  .soldier  in  the    Civil  \V:ir  and  was  killed  at  Spotl- 
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sylvania.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Houston  has  been  born 
one  son,  Fred  M.,  whoso  birth  occurred  on  tlie  'JOtli 
of  Octolier,  l.sT.',. 

Dr.  Ilonston  is  eminently  a  self-made  man,  a\i(l 
had  an  extremely  hard  strnggk'  to  gain  the  means 
for  obtaining  a  medical  education.  He  was  fore- 
man in  the  Great  Atlantic  Cotton-Mills,  at  Law^ 
rence,  Mass.,  and  during  that  time  devoted  all  his 
leisure  to  study.  On  aeconnt  of  the  constant  strain 
both  in  his  work  in  daj^time,  and  his  study  at  night, 
his  eyesight  became  so  seriously  impaired  that  he 
was  prevented  from  reading  for  three  years,  and 
the  treatment  which  lie  was  compelled  to  take  ab- 
sorbed the  accumulations  of  eight  3'ears'  earnings. 
His  devoted  wife  came  to  his  aid  by  reading  aloud 
to  him,  and  cheered  bin;  with  words  of  kindly  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement.  The  physicians  under 
whom  he  studied  advised  him  to  abandon  the  study 
of  medicine,  but  he  still  clung  to  his  aim.in  life 
with  the  lirmness  and  tenacity  characteristic  of  the 
bard  J'  Scotch  stock  from  which  he  sprang.  The 
Doctor,  by  hard  study,  became  (ine  of  the  first  in 
his  class  at  Hahnemann  Medical  College  and  was 
elected  to  the  honorable  position  of  President  of 
tiie  class.  In  his  case  it  is  proved  that  persistent 
effort  is  almost  alwaj's  sure  of  success.  Dr.  Hous- 
ton has  secured  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Dwight  by  his  skill  and  ability  ii\  iiis  profession,  in 
which  he  stands  deservedly  high. 

Among  the  portraits  of  representative  men  and 
women  of  Livingston  County  'we  have  pleasure  in 
presenting  thafof  Dr.  Houston. 

IIRISTOPHER  S.  CHRITTEN,  Jr.,  a  prom- 
inent representative  of  the  farming  interests 


County,  Ind.,  in  1849.  The  i)aternal  grandfather 
was  <if  (irrman  birth  and  parentage,  and  died  \yiieu 
his  sun  Christopher  was  two  years  of  age.  Tlie 
latter  iMintinued  with  his  mother  in  Kentncky  un- 
til appioaching  manhood,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
stone  and  brick  mason,  at  wliich  he  became  a  skill- 
ful anil  rcjialile  woikmaii.  lie  pul  np  the  first  brick 
chimney  in  ^Montgomeiy  Country,  Ind..  and  luiiued 
the  first  brick  that  was  made  in  that  <d\inty,  lieing 
the  first  workm;in  of  the  kind  to  Settle  there,  lie 
assisted  in  the  erection  of  many  important  build- 
ings of  Montgomery  County,  including  its  court- 
house and  some  of  its  churches.  He  accunuilated  a 
good  property,  and  was  a  man  greatly  respected  for 
his  excellent  personal  character.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  was  one  of  the  most  useful  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Crawfordsville. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  179^^,  and 
died  at  her  home  in  Livingston  County  in  18().'). 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Enra  (Drake) 
Drake,  natives  respectively  of  Germany  and  Wales, 
whence  they  imnn'grated  to  America  earl}'  in  life, 
and  were  married  in  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  Chritten  was  a 
lady  of  great  business  ability,  and  after  the  death 
of  her  husband  increased  her  i)ossessions  to  the 
amount  of  $6,000.  She  also  was  a  devoted  Chris- 
tian and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Besides 
rearing  a  family  of  fifteen  children  she  performed 
the  part  of  a  faithful  and  conscientious  mother  to 
three  of  her  grandchildren,  who  were  bereft  by 
death  of  their  natural  protectors.  She  spent  her 
last  years  at  the  home  of  her  son  William  in  Read- 
ing Ti)wnship,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  She  had  been  a  resident  of  the  county 
since  September,  1 852. 

The  household  of  the  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject  included  twelve  children,  all  with  one  excep- 
tion now  deceased.  The  remaining  one,  their  son 
Noah,  is  supposed  to  lie  living  in  Ohio.     To  Chris- 


f  Newtown  Township,  is  the  son  of  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Livingston  Count}',  who  came 
to  this  section  from  Crawfordsville,  Ind.,  about  topher,  Jr..  and  his  wife  there  were  born  seventeen 
IS.ir).  Our  subject  was  born  in  that  city,  July  l.i.  children,  namely:  Isaac,  who  died  when  about  sixty 
1843,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  seventeen  years  of  age;  Enoch,  a  resident  of  Nel>raska;  Jo- 
children,  the  offspring  of  Christopher  and  Eura  .seph,  of  Iowa;  Alexander,  deceased ;  Lucinda,  who 
(Drake)  Chritten.  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  died  in  Indiana,  leaving  a  family  of  three  children; 
and  New  Jersey.  Catherine,  living  in  Iowa;  William,  of  Reading 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1793  and  Township,  this  county;  Kachael,  the  wife  of  Sam- 
■"  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Montgomery  i  nel  Bovver,  Supervisor  of  Reading  Township;  Rob- 
. «» 
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ort.  of  Ivansats;  Holioeca,  the  wife  of  Jacob  Spencer, 
of  Iowa:  Cliarles.  a  resilient  of  Kansas;  Mary,  tlic 
wife  uf  Daviil  Hiinion.  of  Jlissomi;  C'In-istopber  S.. 
our  snlijecl :  .lames,  who  ilicil  in  the  army  at  Chat- 
t.inooga.  .Inly  1.  IMI-!;  America,  the  wife  of  R. 
Fonner.  of  Heading  Townshiii.  and  two  who  died 
in  infancy  nnnanied. 

The  snbject  of  onr  sketcli  cnntinned  nnder  tlic 
home  roof  nntil  se\  enteen  years  old.  In  the  iiienn- 
tinie,  after  tlie  death  of  his  father,  his  mother  with 
her  family  ha<l  removed  to  this  count\\  (  hrislo- 
pl'.er.  at  the  age  mentioned,  started  out  f(.)r  himself 
a>  ;i  farm  laborer  li}-  the  month,  and  two  j'cars 
later  lented  a  tract  of  land  and  commenced  farm- 
ing on  his  own  hook.  He  worked  singly  for  a  num- 
lier  of  years,  and  after  his'thirt^'-first  birthday  was 
nnited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Mastej'S, 
Feb.  25,  1875.  The  wedding  took  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  in  Newtown  Township,  L.  II. 
Mallory,  J.  P.,  odiciating. 

^Irs.  Chritten  was  born  in  Wyandot  Comity,  Ohio, 
Jan.  10,  1H55,  and  is  the  dangbter  of  Byron  and 
Lncinda  ((rouse)  Masters,  natives  of  Pennsj'lvania, 
and  of  Dutch  and  Irish  discciit.  Their  family  in- 
cludcrl  eleven  children,  of  whom  but  seven  are  now 
li\ing.  The  father  still  survives,  and  is  a  resident 
of  Newtown  Township.  He  owns  160  acres  of 
good  land,  upon  which  he  located  in  18C7.  His 
wife.  Lncinda,  died  March  lU,  1SS5,  when  sixty- 
two  years  old. 

To  our  snbject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born 
the  following  chihlren  :  William  Emniett,  March  8, 
1K7(J;  Fanny  Leah,  .May  26.  1878;  D,ap  Burnett, 
J.in.  2H»1H81:  Owen  Elbert,  Sept.  27,  188.i,  and 
.Mary  Jessie,  Sept.  .'50,  18«(;.  .Mr.  Chritten  for  a 
period  of  (iteen  years  operated  a  coal  bank  neai' 
Coalville.  .Since  187(5  he  has  been  engaged  in 
fanning  and  trading.  He  is  a  wide-aw\ake,  energetic 
farmer  anfl  ljn.«ini-ss  man,  anri  a  fair  re|)re>entatve 
of  llie  eiitei-pri-e  and  imln-tiy  of  llic  coninninitN . 
Me  i>  the  only  adherent  of  the  Kcp[dilicaii  partv  in 
his  father's  family,  .and  to  these  principles  he  clings 
with  all  the  tenacity  of  his  n.atnial  forceof  char.acter. 

Byron  .Masters,  the  falher  of  ,Mr.-.  Chritten,  is  now 
sixty. fonryears  of  age.  Sarah  A.,  her  elder  sister,  u.is 
born  Aug.  ;»,  I  8.'.  I,  died  July  ;i,  I  882  ;  .Sannicl.  boiii 
.Sept.  10,  1X17;  .Melissa,  Sejit.  2(;,  1  K|!»;  EniniM,  l)(r. 
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9,  IS."),'?;  M.arv  E..  the  wife  of  onr  subject; Fremont, 
born  Ml  Septeml>er,  1S.")7;  Amanda,  Jan.  14,  1860; 
Elmeret.  Si'iil.  30.  l,sG2,  and  three  l>rothers  died 
yonng. 

ILLIAM  McVAY  was  born  in  Wfishington 
County,  Pa.,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1820, 
'^'  and  died  on  the  1st  of  June,  1874.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Matilda  Mills,  who  was  born 
on  the  18th  of  January,  1836,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Abel  Mills,  of  Greene  County,  Pa.  In  pol- 
itics William  McVay  acted  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  in  religious  matters  was  an  adherent  of 
the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he 
w.as  for  many  years  a  Deacon,  living  an  exemplar3' 
life,  while  in  his  death  the  church  lost  one  of  its 
strongest  supporters,  the  community  a  generous 
hearted  man  and  a  kind  neighbor,  and  the  family  an 
indulgent  and  affectionate  parent. 

The  brothers  and  sistere  of  Mr.  McVay  were 
named  as  follows:  James,  John,  Hannah,  Jacob, 
George,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Caroline,  Samuel  and  Wal- 
lace. James  was  born  March  23,  1822,  married 
Miss  Susan  Niel  has  four  children  and  resides  in 
Greene  County,  Pa.;  John  was  born  July  25,  1825, 
has  a  family  and  resides  in  Greene  County,  Pa.; 
Hannah  was  born  July  5,  1827,  is  the  wife  of  Judge 
John  T.  Elbin,  of  Greene  County,  Pa.,  and  they 
have  a  family  of  five  children:  Jacob  was  born  June 
7,  1828,  and  married  Miss  Vina  Courtwright,  who 
died  soon  aftei-  marriage;  he  then  married  Mar- 
j  garet  Thorp,  and  they  had  two  children,  one  of 
whom,  a  daughter,  is  married.  George  was  born 
Aug.  11,  1832,  and  first  married  Miss  Maria  Smith, 
who  died  leaving  five  children;  his  second  wife  was 
Miss  Elizabeth  Long,  a  n;itive  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  iiy  this  wife  were  born  one  girl  and  one  boy. 
Maiy  was  Ixnn  July  11,  1834,  is  married  and  has  a 
family  of  five  children;  Rebecca  was  born  Dec.  28, 
is.id,  a  sketch  of  whom  will  be  found  elsewhere  in 
this  Aim  m;  Caroline  w;is  l)oiii  May  14,  1840,  and 
was  marrit'd  to  (ieorge  Hughes,  of  Greene  County, 
I'm.:  sIk'  died  F'eb.  15,  1885,  leaving  eight  children. 
Samuel  was  born  June  4,  1842,  and  died  July  30, 
l.'sl.'i.  aged  three  yeais,  one  month  and  twenty-t)ne 
d:iys;  WMll.ace  was  born  July  1  3,  1844,  and  died  Sept. 
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27,  185;'),  aged  eleven  years,  two  inontlis  ami  nine 
.lay.. 

The  record  of  the  parental  family  of  Mrs.  Mc\'ay 
is  as  follows:  Catharine  was  married  to  Abel  Wool- 
sey  and  died  Sept.  16,  1867;  she  was  a  member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  i^meline  was 
married  to  Eobert  Morris  Dec.  -28,  1839,  and  died 
May  8,  18.54;  she  was  also  a  member  of  the  Cum- 
berland l're.sb3'terian  Church.  Martha  was  born 
Sept.  19,  1821,  and  died  aged  twenty-five  3'ears  and 
ten  months;  Simon  U.  was  born  May  11,  1828,  and 
died  many  years  ago;  Stephen  U.  was  born  March 
26,  1831,  and  is  long  since  dead;  David  H.  was 
born  Dec.  1 ,  1 833,  and  is  also  dead ;  Eli  was  born 
June  18,  1838,  and  died  Ang.  7,  1861  :  Joseph  was 
l>orn  April  11,  1841,  was  married  and  lives  in  Amity 
Township. 

John  McVay,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  Oct.  28,  1794,  in  Washington  County. 
Pa.,  and  died  April  1.5,  18.')1  :  his  wife,  Hannah, 
was  born  July  12,  1806,  and  was  a  native  of  Greene 
County,  Pa.  To  William  and  Matilda  McVay  were 
born  eight  children — Almina,  Isal)ella,  Albert, 
Francis,  Ida,  Ira,  Willie  P.  and  Willis.  Albert,  Ida 
and  Willie  P.  are  deceased  ;  Ira  and  AVillis  have  not 
yet  reached  their  majority,  and  reside  with  their 
mother,  devoting  their  time  to  the  management  of 
the  farm  and  stock-raising.  The  farm  consists  of 
280  acres  of  most  excellent  land,  all  of  which  is 
very  productive. 

Mrs.  McVay  is  a  thoi'Oughl3-  practical  woman  and 
understands  precisely  how  to  manage  all  the  affairs 
connected  with  her  farm,  and  with  her  two  sons  at- 
tends to  every  detail.  She  is  a  lady  who  stands 
foremost  in  the  advancement  ofall  good  works,  and 
enjoys  the  esteem  and  respect  of  her  neighbors. 
We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  on  anotiier  page  a 
view  of  the  homestead  of  Mrs.  McVay. 


,RESLEY  SPRINGER,  pleasantly  located  in 


Amity  Township,  section  20,  has  passed 
nearly  all  his  life  in  farm  pursuits,  and  is 
the  owner  of  a  comfortable  homestead  com- 
150  acres  of  fertile  land,  convenient  t" 
church  and  market.     Of    this,  thirty   acres 


is  in  timber  and  pasture,  and  tlie  balance  is  under  a 
fine  .'itate  of  cultivation.  It  is  stocked  wilii  good 
grades  of  domestic  animals,  wliile  the  residence  and 
oilier  farm  buildings  reflect  credit  u\)n]\  the  proprie- 
tor. 

Mr.  Springer  is  a  natixc  of  Ohio,  where  he  was 
born  in  Brown  County,  Aiiril  19,  l.s31.  Mis  [)ar- 
ents,  Nathan  and  Lydia  (Lucas)  Springer,  were  na- 
tives of  the  same  county,  the  former  born  Feb.  11, 
1804,  and  the  latter,  Dec.  5,  1H07.  They  were 
married  Feb.  22,  1827,  and  soon  afterward  removed 
to  Vermilion  County,  111.,  where  they  resided  aljout 
twenty-two  years.  They  then  removed  to  Living- 
ston County  and  settled  in  Long  Point  Townshi]), 
where  the  death  of  the  father  occurred,  Jan.  29, 
1871.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  Christian  Church.  They 
became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  three  sons 
and  five  daughters  of  whom  still  survive. 

When  a  child  Presley  Springer  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Vermilion  County,  where  he  rema-neil 
a  resident  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  when  he 
took  up  iiis  abode  in  this  comity,  locating  first  two 
and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  his  present  home- 
stead. While  a  resident  of  Amity  Township,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Clara  Custis, 
Nov.  2,  1866.  Mrs.  Springer  is  the  widow  of  Levi 
Custis,  and  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Prudence  John- 
son. By  her  first  marriage  she  became  the  mother 
of  three  children:  Frank  Elmer,  now  a  resident  of 
Iowa;  Ena  E.,  the  wife  of  Gustave  Girard,  now  re- 
siding in  Denison,  Iowa,  and  Harry  Willard,  who 
m.arried  Miss  Lillie  Maud  Partridge,  of  Clinton 
County,  Iowa,  and  resides  in  Kansas.  Mrs.  Springer 
was  born  in  Smithfield  Center,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa., 
in  1840,  and  came  to  Illinois  in  1857. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springer  are  re- 
corded as  follows :  Milton  Eugene  was  born  Aug. 
24.  1867:  Ella  Jane,  Aug.  6,  1869;  Lewis  Presley, 
March  15. 1S7I  ;  Clara  Alida,  April  24,  1874;  Henry 
Preston,  April  19,  1876;  Guy  Manley,  Feb.  25, 
1878;  Martha  Maria,  Dec.  28,  1881,  and  Charley 
Sherman,  Aug.  27,  1883.  Lewis  P.  died  Dec.  12, 
1872,  and  Martha  M.,  Aug.  3,  1882. 

The  mother  of  Mrs.  Springer,  Prudence  Johnson, 
was  born  in  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  4,  180.5,  and  wa.s  a 
most  estimable    Christian  lady,  and  a  member   of 
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the  .Motlioilist  Episfopnl  t'lmnh.  •^Iic  (lr|iavtcil  this 
life  at  her  lionie  ill  Ancoua,  A|iril  I'J,  isfj'.i.  Tho 
father  of  Mrs.  Springer  was  born  at  Oxford.  Vhv- 
nang-oCo..  X.  Y.,  Mari-h  :?7,  1, si);!,  and  at  the  piesiMit 
time  is  tile  oldest  man  in  .\niity  Township,  whore 
he  resides  at  Cornell.  lie  lias  sutTercMl  a  jiieat 
atHietion  in  the  loss  of  his  ovosight.  which  occnrrcd 
six  yeai-s  ago. 

Mr.  ."springer  ranks  among  the  wt-ll-to-do  farmers 
of  his  eomnninity,  and  although  meddling  very  lit- 
tle in  political  matters,  easts  a  straight  Democratie 
vote  at  the  general  elections,  and  keeps  himself  well 
])oste<l  npon  matters  concerning  the  welfare  of  his 
county  and  township.  .Mrs.  Springer  became  a 
menilicr  of  the  Christian  (luueh  in  1  S.Vs. 

r  oris  K.  RKDFERN,  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
I!  ({§1  •i""l  a  gentleman  who  has  followed  that  call- 
l'— ^^  ing  during  the  greater  part  of  hi-  life,  but 
who  at  present  is  engaged  in  working  for  \V.Mlton 
Bros.,  of  Fairbury,  III.,  is  a  son  of  John  and  I'^liza- 
beth  (Shields)  Hedfern.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  ICngland,  whence  he  im migrated  to  this 
eouiitrv.  landing,  after  a  pleasant  vo.yagc,  at  Troy, 
N.  Y.  There  he  was  variousi}'  occuijied,  and  it 
was  there  he  became  ae<iuainted  with  and  married 
.Miss.  Shields.  .John  Redfern,  hftping  to  better  his 
Hnancial  condition  in  the  rapidly  growing  West, 
migrated  to  Fulton,  Whiteside  County,  wluMice, 
after  a  residence  there  until  lisi;i,  he  moved  to 
Denver.  C(»l.,  and  made  that  his  home  until  his 
demise,  in  1864. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  w.as  boni  in  Fulton, 
Whiteside  Co..  III.,  in  \x'>->.  lie  aecouipanied  his 
parents  to  Denver.  Col.,  in  I  •sill .  ;niil  after  the  death 
of  his  f.alher  in  that  city  in  IMII.  he  .•iiid  his  mother 
relnrriefl  to  Fulton.  III.  After  .i  iisid<'nee  there  of 
four  years,  the  niothei'  was  callecl  to  the  siippo-ed 
death  bed  of  Ikm- youngest  daughter.  Whilicn  route 
an  acfideHt  occurred,  which  resiilte<l  in  the  throw- 
ing rif  the  -tage  in  which  Mrs.  Redfern  was  riding 
down  an  enilKinkmenl  of  foity  feet,  and  into  the 
I'lalte  River.  She  wa-  b.adly  hurt  but  was  rescued. 
and  \anderbilt  being  on  hi-  w;iy  lo  California  .and 
hearing  of  the  accidr'ul.  h;id  .Mrs.  l!e<lfeni  taken  lo 


a  ranch,  and  .all  w:is  done  that  possilily  could  lie  to 
allevi.'ite  liei'  suffering.  When  she  was  alile  to  be 
moved,  she  was  sent  to  hi-r  home  in  Fulton,  liut  died 
from  the  result  of  injuries  received  in  the  accident. 
Louis  K'edfeni  ".'is  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of 
fifteen,  ami  Dr.  Leamler  Smith,  of  Fulton,  became 
his  guardian.  Louis  was  sent  to  Jennings  Semin- 
ary, Aurora,  111.,  wliere  he  received  a  good  ednca- 
ti(m,  and  then,  olilaining  possession  of  the  money 
left  him  by  his  mother,  he  went  to  Chicago.  He 
was  there  during  the  terrible  fire  of  1K71,  and  it 
was  in  that  city  that  he  lost  the  principal  part  of  the 
money  that  was  left  him.  From  Chicago  he  came 
to  Livingston  Count}',  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, meeting  with  signal  success,  and  which  vocation 
he  continued  to  follow  until  within  the  last  two 
years,  when  he  met  with  financial  failure:  since  then 
he  has  been  working  for  W'alton  Bros.  March  7, 
1877,  Mr.  Redfern  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Minnie  May  Johnson,  the  ceremony  taking  place  in 
^'ermont,  Fulton  Co.,  111.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following  children : 
Mertie  May,  born  June  -J'i,  1878;  Corrie  Luella, 
March  •_':'.,  Ls.si,  and   Fred  Eugene,  Oct.  22,  1884. 


',f;()SEPIl  STEVENSON.  In  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  we  find  an  excellent  exam])le  for 
young  men  just  embarking  in  the  field  of 
active  life,  of  what  may  be  acconi])lished  by 
a  man  beginning  poor,  b'nt  honest,  prudent  and  in- 
dnsti'ious.  In  early  life  he  enjoyed  but  few  ad- 
vantages, and  his  school  days  were  limited.  He 
has  ielie<l  solely  upon  his  own  efforts  and  his  own 
conduct  to  win  for  him  success,  and  he  h,as  not 
been  disappointed.  He  has  not  been  a  success 
wholly  in  the  sense  of  accinnulating  wealth,  but  in 
doing  good  to  others,  in  serving  them  well,  and 
winning  their  resiicct  and  esteem.  He  has  ever  ob- 
served that  iin|ioifant  factor  in  a  successful  life, 
honesty,  lie  is  a  careful,  conscientious  business 
man,  e\('r  obeying  the  dictates  of  that  higher  law 
in  matters  both  of  a  piililic  and  pri\ate  nature. 

Mr.  Stevenson  is  engaged  quite  extensivel_y  in 
fanning  and  stock-raising  on  se<'tion  17,  Saunemiu 
Township,      lie  is  a  n.ativc  of  the  North  of  Ireland, 
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where  he  was  born  on  the  22d  of  May,  1849,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  (deceased)  and  Elizabeth  Steven- 
son, and  the  eldest  of  their  family  of  children.  He 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  Ireland,  and 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  schools  of  th.it 
country.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  1872,  taking 
passage  on  a  steamer  at  Londonderry,  on  the  23d 
of  May,  and  landing  in  Philadelphia  on  the  6th  of 
June.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  secured  employ- 
ment as  a  farm  hand  in  Pennsylvania,  at  which  he 
continued  until  the  spring  of  1874,  when  he  came 
to  Illinois  and  located  in  Livingston  County.  Here 
lie  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm  for  fourteen 
months,  at  which  time  he  rented  land  which  he  cul- 
tivated until  the  spring  of  1883,  and  saved  suflicient 
means  to  enable  him  to  purchase  eight}'  acres  of 
excellent  land.  Among  the  improvements  which 
he  has  placed  upon  this  farm  there  are  300  rods  of 
tiling,  which  serve  to  drain  the  land  completely. 
L^pon  his  arrival  in  this  county,  Mr.  Stevenson  had 
but  $.5  in  money,  and  when  he  came  to  Illinois  his 
capital  consisted  of  !^12r);  from  that  small  begin- 
ning has  grown  his  present  prosperity. 

On  the  8th  of  Jul}',  1875,  Mr.  Stevenson  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Bj'ers,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
where  she  was  born  in  April,  1852,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Mary  Ann  (Hutchinson)  Bycrs. 
To  them  two  children  have  been  born,  viz.:  Rob- 
ert J.,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1876,  and  William  G., 
on  the  23d  of  August,  1S78.  Mr.  Stevenson  is  a 
believer  in  the  Presbyterian  doctrines,  liut  not  a 
member  of  the  church,  and  his  political  affiliations 
are  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  in  favor  of 
any  measure  that  will  improve  the  condition  of  the 
county,  and  elevate  the  standard  of  society. 


ETER  W.  SETZER,  ;i  progressive  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  on  sections  17  and  18,  Es- 
(M  ^  men  Township,  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
^  where  he  was  born  in  Luzerne  County,  on 
the  2.3d  of  July,  1838,  and  was  the  tenth  child  in  a 
family  of  eleven  born  to  Peter  and  Catharine 
(VanCamp)  Setzer,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  in 
another  place  in  tliis  work. 

Mr.  Setzer  spent  his  early  life  upon  a  farm   and 


his  dependence  for  an  education  was  wholly  upon 
the  country  schools.  At  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
left  home  and  worked  for  a  neighbor  for  six  month.s, 
after  which  until  almost  of  age  he  worked  upon  the 
farm  in  summer  and  during  the  winter  attended 
school.  His  father  dying  about  the  time  oui'  sub- 
ject reached  his  majority,  he  returned  home,  and 
taking  active  management  of  the  farm,  he  soon 
saved  sufficient  money  to  Iniy  ox-teams,  and  he  then 
contracted  for  breaking  prairie  lands  throughout 
the  surrounding  countrj-;  man}'  of  the  farms  in 
sight  of  his  home  were  first  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion by  his  hard  labor.  Being  energetic  and  enter- 
prising he  accumulated  a  good  beginning  before  he 
concluded  to  marry. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  1862,  Mr.  ftetzer  took  as  a 
helpmeet  Miss  Sophia,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  So- 
phia (Whittier)  Knight,  natives  of  the  .State  of 
Maine,  where  she  also  was  born  in  the  year  1840. 
Her  parents  came  to  Illinois  and  first  settled  in  La- 
Salle  County,  whence  at  the  end  of  one  year  they 
came  to  Livingston  County,  but  being  of  a  roving 
disposition  soon  sold  out  and  afterward  made  many 
changes,  buying  and  selling  land  all  the  time  until 
the  death  of  the  father,  which  occurred  in  Fillmore 
County,  Minn.  His  wife  still  survives  him,  and 
resides  in  Chippewa  Count}',  Minn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Setzer  settled  first  on  the  farm  they 
now  occupy  and  have  remained  there  ever  since, 
excepting  a  year  spent  in  the  North,  which  was 
necessary  for  the  benefit  of  her  health.  They  are 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom — Nettie, 
George,  Charles,  Fred,  Effie  and  Cora — are  now  Ha'- 
ing  and  reside  at  home.  The  names  of  the  deceased 
were  John,  Hattie,  Bertie  and  Warren. 

In  the  summer  of  1862  Mi'.  Setzer  enlisted  in 
Company  M,  Light  Artillery,  under  Capt.  Miller. 
The  organization  of  this  company  was  begun  at 
Ottawa,  and  those  who  enlisted  went  to  Chicago, 
where  the  complement  of  a  full  company  was  se- 
sured,  and  where  Mr.  Setzer  was  sworn  into  the 
service,  acting  independently  as  long  as  he  served 
with  it.  About  three  months  after  the  company 
went  South  he  was  injured  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  by  a 
horse,  and  on  the  24th  of  October.  1862.  he  was 
discharged.  He  does  not  take  a  very  lively  intei'est 
in  political  matters  but  votes  with  the  Republican 
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party.  Mr.  Setzer  has  a  most  exeelKiit  lanii  df-JSii 
.<icres,  in  the  cultivation  of  which  he  devotes  much 
energy.  In  his  stock  operations  he  keeps  abreast 
of  the  times,  and  has  the  reputation  in  his  neighlmr- 
hood  of  putting  tirst-chiss  animals  upi>n  the  market. 
As  representative  of  the  Iniildings  in  this  seetion 
of  country,  we  present  on  anotlier  page  of  tliis  wm  k 
a  view  of  the  homestea<l  of  Mr.  Sotzer. 

ORHl.s  FULKY.  a  prominent  and  wealthy 
farmer  of  Amity  Township,  is  the  owner  of 
a  tract  of  r>:M  broad  acres,  240  of  which  is 
under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  while  tlie 
balance  includes  twent3'-fivc  acres  of  timber  and  a 
wide  stretch  of  some  of  the  best  pasture  in  Living- 
ston County,  llis  possessions  are  the  result  of  his 
own  indu.<try  and  perseverance,  as  he  began  life  poor 
in  pocket  and  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances. 
lie  h.-»s  illustrated,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  what 
may  be  accomplished  by  energy  and  resohition,  and 
stands  to-day  among  tlie  most  higlily  respected 
citizens  of  Central  Illinois. 

The  early  home  of  our  subject  was  on  the  oilier  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  in  County  Wexford.  Ireland,  wlioic 
lie  was  born  in  November,  183f).  and  icmMlncd 
until  a  young  7nan  twenty-two  years  of  age.  His 
IMirents.  Dennis  and  Honor  (Kelly)  Foley,  were  also 
of  Iri.»li  birth  and  parentage,  the  father  being  the 
-on  of  Morris  and  Mary  (Rhine)  Foley.  'I'o  the 
latter  were  born  the  following  cliildreii:  Morris, 
Patrick,  John.  Alary  Ann,  Briduct  and  I'hilip. 
The  mother  of  our  suliject  wn<  the  d.iugliter  of  Pat- 
rick and  Ann  (Doran)  Kellj-. 

.Mr.  Foley  received  a  limited  education  diiriiiji 
his  boyhood,  and  .assisted  iiis  parents  in  their  efforts 
at  raaintaining  a  raiiiily,  his  father  bciiiji- a  farmer 
by  occupation,  lie  begjin  early  in  life  to  think 
iibonl  the  future,  and  .after  considerinji  the  nuitlcr 
ill  all  it,s  bejirinjrs,  liecame  convinced  thai  I  line  w.i- 
llttle  chance  for  ids  adv.ancenicnt  diiriiiL:  llie  lliin 
preM;nt  stjilc  of  things  in  lOrin's  (inin  Isle.  ili> 
jHirentH  did  not  accompany  him  lint  joined  him  :i 
year  Inter,  in  the  sprinj,'  of  I«.j2.  Young  .Aloiiis 
embarked  fli*l  on  a  «mall  vessel  at  Wateiford.  Iiy 
which    mean-     he     reached      LiviMpool.    ;ind     Ihcn 


boarded  .-i  s;uling  craft  bounil  for  New  Orleans. 
Tlie  voynge  occupied  seven  weeks  and  three  da3's, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  squalls,  was  reason- 
ably fnir  and  (ileasaiit.  From  the  Crescent  City 
our  -ulijrct  m.'Hie  his  way  north  into  Ottawa,  fliis 
State,  where  he  found  friends,  and  made  his 
linme  there  two  or  three  years,  in  the  meantime 
employing  himself  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do. 
Subsequenth'  he  went  up  the  Fox  River  into 
Asbury  and  became  the  employe  of  Paul  Kennedy, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  From  there  he 
migrated  to  the  town  of  Serena,  LaSalle  Conntj', 
wliere  he  farmed  on  shares  for  three  seasons,  and 
fi'ora  there  made  his  way  to  this  county,  becoming 
a  jiermanent  resident  in  the  spring  of  185C. 

Mr.  Folej'  had  lived  frugally  and  saved  what  he 
could  of  rather  limited  earnings,  which  he  now  in- 
vested in  IGO  acres  of  land  on  section  oH,  in  New- 
town Township.  His  course  from  that  time  has  been 
stcadilj'  onward,  and  he  has  been  miiformly  suc- 
cessful in  his  undertakings.  He  has  added  to  his 
first  purchase  by  degrees  and  has  now  one  of  the 
most  desirable  homesteads  in  the  township.  It  is 
with  pleasure  we  present  a  view  of  it  in  this  volume, 
as  being  a  fine  representative  of  the  farm  homes  of 
Livingston  County.  Upon  coming  here  he  was  at 
once  recognized  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  com- 
munity, and  has  interested  himself  in  whatever  en- 
terprise was  set  on  foot  for  the  advantage  and  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  Politicallj'  he  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket,  and  is  Scliool  Director  in  his  dis- 
trict. He  was  reared  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  has  all  his  life  closely 
adhered  to  the  faith  of  his  forefathers. 

The  family  of  our  subject  consists  of  his  wife  and 
eleven  children.  The  former  was  Miss  Bridget, 
daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Doran)  Whalen, 
natives  of  County  Wexford,  Ireland,  and  the  par- 
ents of  {<■[]  chiMien.  The  latter  were  named  re- 
speclively:  I'aliick,  Kllen,  John,  Catherine,  Mar- 
ijarel,  Michael,  IJridget,  Lawrence,  Thomas  and 
Ivlwaiil.  With  the  exception  of  Joim,  who  died  in 
August,  Ks?:'.,  at  Esmond,  they  are  all  living  and 
mostly  residents  of  Livingston  ('ounty.  The  chil- 
dren of  Ml-.  :ind  Mrs.  Foley  aie  recorded  as  follows: 
I'.-itiick  lleiiiy  w;is  born  M.'ircli  22,  1)^51>,  and  is  an 
intellii^eiil  :inil  eiilei  prisiiie  young  man,  who,  in  or- 
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del-  to  see  sometliing  of  the  world,  started  out  in 
1.S83  and  is  now  traveling  in  Texas;  Marj'  Ellen 
was  born  Dec.  17,  1801,.nnd  died  May  30,  18«(j; 
Morris,  Jr.,  was  born  Oct.  22,  I8(i3,  and  married 
Miss  Maggie  L.,-  daughter  of  Frank  Craven,  of 
Odell  Township,  and  is  engaged  in  farming:  .John 
W.,  born  May  27,  180.5,  is  at  home  with  his  parents: 
Frances  C,  born  Jan.  13.  18()7,  is  the  wife  of  Peter, 
son  of  John  Corrigan.  of  Amity  Tovvnship,  and 
whose  biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume; 
Dennis  was  born  Feb.  13,  1809;  Thomas  Edward, 
Sept,  1,  1870;  Hannah,  Oct.  10,  1872;  Katie  Agnes, 
born  Sept.  10,  1874,  died  Aug.  9,  1875;  Philip  C. 
was  born  in  1875,  and  with  the  other  younger  chil- 
dren continues  at  home  with  iiis  parents:  Katie  Ann 
was  born  Dec.  14,  1877;  Josephine,  in  December, 
1879:  F-rederick  A.,  Aug.  17,  1883. 

Besides  bringing  his  land  to  a  thorough  state  of 
cultivation,  Mr.  Folcj^  has  erected  a  fine  set  of 
frame  buildings  which  will  bear  fair  comparison 
with  anything  of  the  kind  in  this  county.  As  a 
man  who  has  assisted  in  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  Livingston  County,  he  stands  high  and 
enjoys  the  uniform  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
neighbors. 

-^ ^^ ^ 


^  I^ILLIAM  E.  ^'AN  BUSKIRK,  Cashier  of 
\&j/i  ^^^  bank  of  Odell,  is  a  native  of  Montgomery 
W^  County,  Pa.,  born  July  29,  1860,  and  is  the 
son  of  Silas  Y.  and  Catherine  (Troy)  Van  Buskirk, 
who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
i-espectively.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
farmer  in  early  life,  but  his  later  j'ears  were  spent 
in  painting.  In  1867  the  family  came  to  the  great 
West  and  located  at  Fairview,  F'ulton  Co.,  111.  Two 
years  later  he  removed  to  Odell,  where  he  is  still 
living,  .and  following  the  trade  of  a  painter. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  farmer 
until  a  young  man.  He  then  conniienced  learning 
the  harness-making  and  s.addlery  trade.  Not  find- 
ing this  very  lucrative,  he  commenced  teaching 
school,  which  he  followed  for  two  years  and  one- 
half.  He  was  educated  at  the  city  schools  at  Odell, 
and  completed  the  full  course  in  those  excellent  in- 
stitutions.    In  1883  he  prepared  to  enter  the  Nor- 


mal School  in  McLean  County,  but  being  offered  a 
position  in  the  bank  of  Odell,  he  renounced  hi.<  in- 
tention, and  entered  upon  his  work  in  the  bank  on 
the  9th  of  April,  1883.  He  has  remained  in  this 
institution  ever  since,  and  now  holds  the  respon- 
sible position  of  cashier. 

August  6,  1884,  Mr.  Nan  Buskirk  married  Lima 
L.  Root,  daughter  of  S.  T.  and  Susan  (Haynes) 
Root,  who  was  born  in  Somerset,  Mich.,  Dec.  14, 
1859.  She  had  been  a  teacher  by  profession,  and 
was  fulfilling  an  engagement  in  the  Odell  school  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Troy  Root,  born  Aug.  10,  1885. 


HARLES  STACKER  has  been  a  resident  of 
Livingston  County  since  the  24th  of  August, 
1865,  moving  from  Bureau  County.  111., 
where  he  had  been  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
for  ten  years.  Since  becoming  a  resident  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  he  has  been  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  the  raising  of  high-grade  stock,  in- 
cluding Norman  horses.  Short-horn  cattle,  and  Po- 
land-China hogs.  He  keeps  generally'  from  fifteen 
to  twenty  horses  and  cattle,  and  about  the  same 
number  of  hogs  upon  the  place.  The  improve- 
ments which  he  has  made  upon  his  farm  are  very 
substantial,  and  include  the  planting  of  an  ash  and 
maple  grove,  covering  two  acres  of  ground.  When 
Mr.  Stacker  came  to  Forest  Township,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  land  embraced  in  that  territory  was 
wild  prairie.  The  eighty  acres  which  he  purchased 
of  Mr.  S.  G.  Cone  is  now  all  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  located  about  a  quartei-  of  n  mile 
from  the  village  of  Forest.  F'or  this  land  he  paid 
$20  })er  acre,  and  under  the  intelligent  manipula- 
tion of  its  present  owner  it  has  increased  in  value 
until  it  is  now  worth  $75  per  acre. 

Mr.  Stacker  was  born  on  the  31st  of  August, 
1837,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Henrietta  .Stacker, 
the  former  a  wagon-maker  by  trade,  who  came  to 
Chicago  in  1854,  where  he  remained  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  185,s.  The  mother  died  in  the 
old  country  one  j'ear  before  the  father  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.     Thej'   were  the  parents   of 
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five  ohililien.  whose  nrtiues  are:  Maiy,  Lena,  Caro- 
line. Louise  :ni(1  Charles.  While  our  subject  ro- 
ui.-iined  at  home  he  worked  at  the  trade  of  wagoii- 
niaking  with  his  father,  and  at  twenty  jeais  of  nge 
liesran  working  for  himself,  eng-aging  the  first  year 
with  a  Mr.  Reese.  He  then  went  to  Bureau  County. 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  by  the  month  for 
three  years,  and  then  entering  land  he  farmed  for 
live  yeai-s,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1870,  Mr.  Stacker 
was  married  to  Miss  Lutina  Judson,  a  iwtive  of 
Xew  York  .State,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children — George  Lester,  on  the  31st  of  Feljruary. 
1S7>>.  and  one  child  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  .st.tcker  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  which  they  t;ike  an  active  interest. 
They  are  prominent  members  of  the  society  of  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  live,  and  engage  act- 
ively in  such  movements  as  are  calculated  to  bene- 
fit the  cnnimunitv,  and  promote  the  interests  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Stacker  acts  and  votes  wi"th  the  Re- 
puMican  party,  but  is  in  no  sense  a  politician  in  tlu' 
meinintr  that  he  is  a  seeker  after  ofllce. 


L'l'ER   SKTZHH  wa.>.  n    farmer  by   occupa- 

:   tion   though    in   early    life    he   learned   the 

blacksmith's    trade,   which    occupation    he 

followed,  managing   a    farm    at    the   same 

He  was  born  in  Luzerne  C'ounly,  Pa.,  where 

he  was  reared  and  engaged  in  farming. 

Mr.  Setzer  married  Catherine  \'an  Camp,  a  native 
of  Penn.-vlvauia,  .and  in  1844  came  to  Illinois  and 
settled  in  I,a.Salle  County,  which  at  that  time  was 
very  sparsely  .settled,  anri  the  preliminary  work  of 
constructing  a  canal  was  in  progress;  tlieie  were 
then  no  railroad-  through  the  country.  lie  lived 
there  alKiiit  seven  years,  when  he  moved  td  Livini;- 
>lon  County,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  uijij  ImikI 
in  wlcif  i-  now  Estnen  'i"r)wnsliii).  He  liuill  hi- 
house  of  timber  wln'eli  grew  ;iloug  the  creek,  sawing 
the  slabs  used  in  il.s  coustructifm  five  miles  fi'oni 
home  and  liauling  them  to  where  they  were  needcfl. 
This  house  was  |;ix2(l  feet   and    was   one  and   one- 
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half  stories  in  height.  He  was  obliged  to  do  all  his 
ov.-u  making  and  repairing  of  implements  for  farm 
use.  His  grain  and  stock  market,  while  a  resident 
of  LaSalle  County,  was  at  Chicago,  and  he  either 
drove  or  hauled  his  hogs  there  every  j'ear.  At 
driving  time  the  neighbors  took  turns  .at  hauling 
feed  along  for  the  hogs  and  in  aiding  to  drive  them. 
\\hile  small  game  was  plentiful  in  those  days  and 
deer  roamed  the  prairie  in  great  numbers,  wolves 
were  also  very  plentiful,  and  when  the  boys  went  in 
the  evening  to  drive  the  cows  home  they  carried  a 
gun  with  which  to  protect  themselves.  Mr.  Setzer 
was  the  father  of  eleven  children  at  that  time,  of 
whom  four  were  with  him — Jacob,  Peter  W.,  Mat- 
tie  and  Anna.  Sarah  came  soon  after.  Elizabeth, 
Isaac  .and  Abrah.am  remained  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
l)oys  following  a  seafaring  life,  and  three  children 
died  in  infancy.  The  life  on  the  farm  was  at  first 
characterized  by  many  hardshiijs,  but  soon  the 
land  arotnid  was  taken  up  and  settlement  began  in 
earnest.  A  few  years  served  to  see  the  prairie 
dotted  with  houses  and  the  rootsof  the  pr.airie  grass 
turned  up  to  the  sun  by  the  sturdy  plowman. 

Mr.  Setzer  was  a  quiet  and  industrious  f.armer, 
and  never  sought  office,  'although  quite  active  in 
political  matters.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics, 
while  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist 
Chiu'ch  for  a  great  manj'  j'ears,  and  wielded  a  strong 
influence  in  the  community.  It  is  to  such  pioneers 
as  Mr.  Setzer  that  Illinois  owes  her  .standing  for  en- 
lightenment and  intelligence  in  the  sisterhood  of 
States. 

-5«:S»  -^4!  19^-  '>^5^- 

(^f/ MOS  HERTZ  came  to  Livingston  County 
^fUr.  when  a  large  portion  of  it  was  practically 
|i\  a  wilderness.  He  was  well  fitted  both  l)y 
nature  and  early  training  to  take  up  life 
and  its  duties  in  this  undeveloped  section  of  country, 
and  has  ably  |)erff)rmed  his  part  in  the  building  up 
of  tiie  township  which  he  chose  for  his  future  resi- 
drnce.  Ib'onghton  Township  had  been  then  but 
icccnliy  (iiitlined,  and  the  caliins  of  the  settlers  were 
few  ;ind  f;n'  between.  The  jjeopie  were  struggling 
to  secure  a  comfortable  living,  and  at  the  same 
time  effect  the  improvements  for  which  there  was 
■» 
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such  great  room.  They  liattled  with  the  difficul- 
ties of  anew  and  undeveloped  soil,  a  distant  market, 
and  the  laborious  transportation  by  horse  or  ox  teams 
over  highways  which  had  been  but  faintly  marked 
out  til  rough  the  woods  or  over  the  comparatively 
untrod  prairies.  The  exercise  of  ind  ustrj',  however, 
during  the  lapse  of  years,  has  effected  a  change 
which  words  seem  feeble  to  express.  There  were 
required  to  accomplish  this,  resolute  hearts  and 
strengtli  of  muscle,  and  in  these  essential  qualities 
tiie  subject  of  this  sketch  distinguished  liimself  as 
a  useful  and  important  factor  toward  the  task 
which,  begun  amid  sucli  difficulties,  has  proceeded 
with  such  admirable  results. 

Mr.  Hertz  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  of 
IJroughton  Townsliip,  to  wiiichhe  came  inthe  spring 
of  1850.  Me  was  born  in  Berl<s  Count}",  Pa.,  Sept. 
12,  1831,  and  is  the  son  of  .Samuel  and  .Sarah 
(Ludwig)  Hertz,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Conrad 
Hertz,  was  a  Hessian  bj'  birth,  and  with  thousands 
of  others  became  a  soldier  under  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  sent  to  America  to  assist  in  crush- 
ing the  rebellion  of  the  Colonists.  Upon  arriving 
here,  however,  and  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
condition  of  affairs,  being  an  intelligent  man  lie 
went  over  to  the  ranks  of  Gen.  Washington,  and 
thereafter  did  splendid  service  in  behalf  of  those 
who  were  struggling  for  their  liberty.  After  the 
close  of  the  war  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  married  and  reared  a  large  family  of  cliildren, 
among  whom  was  Samuel,  tlic  father  of  our  sub- 
ject. 

Samuel  Hertz  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  where  he  contiiuied  several  years 
after  his  marriage.  Most  of  the  survivors  of  a 
la)ge  family  born  to  him  and  his  wife  Sarah  are 
located  in  Penns3'lvania.  They  ai'e  named  as  fol- 
lows: Bernard,  who  is  farming:  Matilda,  Mrs.  Abram 
Weitzel,  of  Berks  County;  Samuel,  Jesse,  Amos, 
Jeremiah;  Mary,  Mrs.  Nicholas  Moore;  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.  William  Gcphart;  Benjamin;  Salinda,  Mrs. 
Jacob  Bixler,  and  Frank. 

Amos  Hertz  continued  in  liis  native  coiuit}-  until 
reaching  manliood,  in  the  meantime  receiving  a 
limited  education,  and  iiecomiug  well  acquainted 
with  liard  labor,      lie  iiad  always   been  anxious    (o 


become  well  informed,  and  availing  himself  of  the 
instructive  books  which  came  in  his  vvay,  by  a 
steady  course  of  reading  he  has  kept  himself  well 
-posted  on  matters  of  general  interest.  He  came  to 
Livingston  County  first  in  1858,  and  jjurchased  his 
present  fai-m,  then  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  He 
provided  himself  with  a  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the 
person  of  Miss  Cynthia  J.  Persels,  to  whom  he  was 
married  April  4,  1861.  They  began  housekeeping 
in  a  modest  frame  dwelling  (m  the  new  land,  and 
our  subject  commenced  in  earnest  the  cultivation 
and  improvement  of  his  purchase.  Here  he  has 
since  I'esided  with  his  family. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  liorn  in  Wa^yne 
County,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  10,  1844,  and  is  the  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Clarissa  ( Bos  worth )  Per.sels,  the  former 
a  resident  of  Grundy  Countj',  this  State.  Isaac 
Persels  was  born  in  Caj'uga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is 
of  German  descent;  the  mother  was  of  English  an- 
cestry, and  a  native  of  Westfield,  Mass.  Mrs.  Hertz 
came  to  Illinois  in  185G  with  her  parents,  who  lived 
in  Grundy  County  for  a  short  time,  and  removed 
to  Broughton  Township,  this  county,  in  1859,  where 
they  were  among  the  first  settlers.  Mr.  Persels 
labored  industriousjy  for  a  number  of  jears  and  accu- 
midated  sufficient  means  with  which  to  retire  from 
active  labor.  He  removed  to  Gardner  in  1887,  and 
is  spending  his  last  years  in  ease  and  comfort.  The 
mother  died  on  the  farm  in  Broughton  Township 
Jan.  23,  1877.  Thej'  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  are  living,  namely:  Henry,  of 
Binghamlon,  N.  Y. ;  Samuel,  of  Steel  City,  Neb.; 
Cynthia  J.,  Mrs.  Hertz;  Roland,  of  this  county; 
Mar}',  the  wife  of  Charles  Correll,  of  Green vvoofl 
County,  Kan.,  and  Herbert,  of  Butler  County, 
Kan. 

Our  subject  and  liis  wife  became  tlie  parents  of 
three  cliildren,  namely:  Ernest  A.,  who  was  born 
Jan.  ;>,  l.si;5,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1880:  Jessie  M., 
who  was  born  May  3,  1869,  and  Louis  R.,  April  26, 
1881  ;  the  last  two  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
The  homestead  includes  eighty  acres  of  laud,  which 
produces  in  abundance  the  richest  crops  of  the 
Prairie  State.  Mrs.  Hertz  is  a  very  intelligent  lady, 
well  educated,  and  taught  the  first  school  in  District 
No.  3,  Broughton  Township,  and  tlie  second  term 
in  what  was  then  known  as  District  No.  2.     Bolli 
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husband  aiul  wife  e:\v\y  in  life  identified  themselves 
with  the  Conoregutional  Church  at  Emington,  and 
have  since  continued  active  niembeiis.  ISir.  Hertz 
tifficiates  as  Trustee, and  has  been  a  cheerful  andlib- 
eral  i-ontributoi:  to  the  maintenance  of  the  societ3', 
as  well  as  other  worthy  enterprises  calculated  for 
the  good  of  the  community  and  the  promotion  of 
morality  and  edncalion. 

As  representative  of  the  Imilitinys  of  this  section 
of  ciiuntry  we  present  on  another  page  of  this  vol- 
ume a  \  iew  iif  Mr.  Hertz"  residence,  and  its  sur- 
roundings. 


ig^A.MUEL  THOMSON  ably  represents  the 
^^^^  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  Ne- 
(U/Jl)  braska  Township,  and  has  a  desirable  home- 
stead pleasantly  located  on  section  24.  He 
is  of  .-ubstantial  Scotch  ancestiy,  a  man  of  excellent 
education,  and  followed  the  profession  of  a  teacher 
some  years  during  his  early  manhood.  He  is  in  the 
prime  of  life,  having  been  bom  Aug.  24,  1859,  and 
his  lirst  recollections  are  cif  his  boyhood  home  in 
.Itibilei'  Township,  Peoria  County,  this  State.  His 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Margaret  Thomson,  who 
lived  on  a  farm  in  I'eoiia  County,  where  with  their 
other  children,  our  <ubjoe1  \v;is  reared  to  manhood. 
Y(inng  Thomson  uijon  reaching  his  majoritj'  coni- 
iiience<l  farming  for  himself,  l)ut  after  one  year,  not 
being  satisfied  with  his  mental  accomplishments,  sold 
hi>  teams,  and  entering  the  Normal  Sehool  attended 
four  terms,  and  in  the  sjiring  of  ISS:!  went  still 
higher.  iiit<i  the  commerci.-il  de)].iilmeiit of  Wesleyan 
Coliejie  at  Bloominglon,  where  he  look  m  fullconi^e 
in  book-keeping,  commercial  law,  etc.  In  the  fall 
of  1X84  he  commenced  teaching,  and  kept  this  up 
several  .seasons,  in  the  meantime  also  (tarrying  on 
farming  in  Waldo  Town.ship. 

The  inarriajre  of  .S.'iniiiel  'I'honisou  and  Mis>  Ara- 
bella, dauglitcr  of  I.s.aac  :uid  .\I.iiy  .1.  (Sijciiccrj 
Sheet.-).  iv:i.-i  celebrated  on  Ibe  2:^.1  of  I'c  hi  u.aiy,  1886, 
Ki-v.  Woodard,  of  Oriilley,  olliciatiiig.  .Mr.  T.  and 
hi?-  bride  .-.ooii  afterward  went  to  honsekeepinu-,  ami 
our  subject  continued  leachini;  in  winter  .nul  farm- 
ing in  .luininer  until  enabled  to  piiii'li.'i>e  eighty 
acres  of  land,  of  which  he  look  possession  in  the 
spring   of    1MM7.   and    wlieic    he  now   lives.      They 
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have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Mary  A.,  who  was  born 
Feb.  G,  1886. 

Mr.  Thomson  was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  nine 
children  :  His  sister  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Mat- 
thew Murdock,  a  luolder  by  trade,  but  wlio  is  now 
farming  in  Allen  County.  Kan. ;  tiiey  have  five  chil- 
dren. I'^liza  C.,  Mrs.  William  A.  Cornwell,  lives  on 
a  farm  in  Waldo  Townsliip,  and  is  the  mother  of 
six  eliildn'U  ;  William  married  Miss  Margaret  (Jal- 
lagher,  and  lives  in  Rook's  Creek;  Agnes  is  the 
wife  of  James  Baxter,  of  California,  and  the  mother 
of  six  children;  David  married  Miss  Lucy  E. 
Smith,  and  they,  witli  their  i  me  child,  reside  in  Storm 
Lake.  Iowa;  Samuel  of  our  sketch  was  the  next  in 
order  of  birth;  Marj'  became  the  wife  of  George  S. 
Thomson,  and  they  removed  to  Tex.as,  where  she 
dieil  in  October.  1886;  Thomas  is  a  resident  of 
Peoria,  and  John  V.,  of  Rook's  Creek. 

Thomas  Thomson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  native  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  born  in  1802, 
and  died  in  1869.  The  mother  was  born  in  (Was- 
gow,  and  is  still  living.  They  were  married  in  Peo- 
ria County,  this  State. 

Mrs.  Thomson  was  born  in  Nebraska  Township, 
this  county,  March  20,  1864,  and  is  the  youngest  in 
a  family  of  six  children.  Her  brother  William  is 
married,  and  the  father  of  five  children;  he  lives  in 
Crawford  County,  Kan.  Alexander  continues  at 
home:  Xial  R.,  al.soa  resident  of  Kan.'ias,  is  married 
an<l  has  two  children:  ;\Iargaret  is  the  wife  of  .Tohn 
Haley,  of  Dakota,  and  the  mother  of  five  children; 
Ernest  Earl  is  at  home.  Mr.  Sheets  was  born  in 
Columbia  County,  Ohio,  and  his  wife  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Tlioiiisoii  is  a  Ropulilican,  and  a  strong  tem- 
perance man,  and  is  not  afraid  to  state  his  views  and 
opinions,  which  he  defends  with  all  the  sincerity  and 
honesty  of  iiis  nature. 

f^^    THORNTON'  KEMEYS  PRIME.    Tliedif- 

>^^     ferent  generations  of  the    Piime   f.auiily  as 

]ji^^j)    they    lia\c   eome  and   sione,    h.ave    all     left 

m.-irl<s    which    ha\c    not    only    added    luster 

and  r'enown  lo  llieni    individually,   lint    each    in    his 

time    has    been   a     Ipcneraclor    to    the    liniuan     r.-iee. 
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Three  brothers  named  Priuie,  of  an  excellent  En- 
glish family,  left  Liverpool  in  llioO,  aiul  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  One  family  uns  known  as  the  Massa- 
chusetts Prime,  and  subsequent!}'  removed  to  New 
York  C'it}',  and  founded  the  old  hanking  house  of 
Prime,  Ward  &  King,  which  to-daj'  exists  but  un- 
der another  name.  The  second  brother  went  to 
the  South,  whei'f  all  trace  of  him  was  lost.  The 
third,  .lame.'-  Prime,  was  a  wealthy  and  influential 
citizen  of  Jlilford,  Conn.  Ebenezer  Prime,  one  of 
the  children  of  James,  makes  the  chain  complete, 
and  from  him  direetl>'  we  trace  the  genealogy  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Not  only  as  a  personal  history  but  of  general  in- 
terest to  our  readers  at  large,  will  be  found  a  short 
biography  of  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  Prime,  as  show- 
ing what  has  largely  given  iiim  the  piesent  bent  of 
mind  and  taste.  Ebenezer  Prime  was  graduated  when 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age  from  Yale  College  in 
1714,  and  was  pastor  of  a  parish  in  Huntington,  L. 
I.,  in  1723.  An  accomplished  theologian,  a  thor- 
ough classical  scholar,  keenly  interested  in  Colonial 
affairs,  he  directed  the  thought,  political  as  well  as 
religious,  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  lived. 
He  preached,  exhorted,  wrote,  printed  and  circu- 
lated, and  enjoined  resistance  against  the  British 
with  all  the  force  of  his  tongue  and  pen.  When 
the  British  took  possession  of  Long  Island,  Col. 
Thompson  took  particular  pains  to  direct  the  fury 
of  his  detachment  of  soldiers  against  the  parsonage, 
destroying  the  house  and  its  contents,  and  the  Col- 
onel himself  ordered  that  his  own  tent  should  be 
pitched  where,  as  he  expressed  it,  he  "  could  never 
walk  in  and  out  of  the  graveyard  without  treading 
on  the  head  of  that  damned  old  rebel,  Ebenezer 
Prime." 

Benjamin  Young  Prime,  the  next  descendant, 
was  born  in  the  old  Huntington  parsonage,  Dec. 
20,  1733.  He  entered  the  college  of  New  -Terse}', 
then  situated  at  Newark,  and  was  graduated  in  17C1 
with  honor.  He  decided  on  the  profession  of  med- 
icine, and  sailed  for  the  continent,  and  was  soon 
busily  engaged  at  w(jrk.  He  made  himself  pro- 
ficient in  six  languages,  writing  readily  French, 
German  and  Spanish,  as  well  as  the  classic  lan- 
guages. He  inherited  all  his  venerable  father's  en- 
thusiasm, and    comi)osed   songs,  ballads  and    battle 
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lyrics,  which  were  sung  by  the  soldiers  during  the 
Revolution,  and  have  gone  down  into  history  as 
the  best  of  poetic  and  literary  w<jrk  of  that  nature. 
_He  lived  to  see  the  close  of  the  war  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  peace,  and  died  resjjected  and  lamented 
by  all,  in  1791.  A  son  of  the  aliove,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Sciiddcr  Prime.  wa>  an  eloquent  speaker, 
a  close  observer  of  current  thought,  a  learned 
theologian,  a  wise  counselor,  and  a  zealous  pro- 
moter of  education.  He  left  behind  him  four  sons, 
two  of  whoni  were  clergymen,  the  third  a  physician 
and  the  fourth  a  lawyer,  but  all  so  actively  en- 
gaged in  letters  as  to  be  pie-eminenfly  recognized 
as  literarj'  men. 

We  now  come  to  Dr.  Samuel  Irona'us  I'rime, 
the  father  of  S.  Thornton  K.  Prime.  His  life  may 
be  considered  from  four  standpoints,  those  of  the 
preacher,  the  author,  the  editor  and  the  private 
man.  Dr.  J.  R.  Paxton,  in  his  funeral  address,  de- 
livered July  22,  188.5,  says:  "Never  a  bigot  or 
fanatic  on  any  question  agitated  or  debated  in  the 
land  for  half  a  century :  a  well-balanced  head,  no 
eccentricities,  n(j  pet  virtue,  no  little  hobby,  no 
one  special  excellence  which  he  always  aired  and 
rang  changes  upon,  the  leading  advocate  of  the 
evangelical  Protestant  faith  in  this  country,  his 
death  is  a  calamity  to  the  whole  church.  He  will 
have  no  successor,  but  as  long  as  this  countrj'  en- 
dures and  Christianity  is  proved,  Dr.  Ircmeus 
Prime  is  sure  of  honor  and  f.ame  for  the  good  he 
accomplished,  the  life  he  lived,  the  Ood  he  glori- 
fied as  citizen,  preacher,  editor,  author  and  man." 
The  historical  facts  are  condensed  from  a  paper  en- 
titled Fovr  Primes,  read  before  the  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  .Society,  Feb.  12. 
1886,  by  Edward  Iren.eus  Stevenson. 

S.  Thornton  K.  Prime  was  born  at  Weston,  Conn., 
July  31,  1834,  and  was  educated  at  Railway.  N.  J., 
where  he  vvas  prepared  for' entering  college.  He 
did  not  enter,  however,  for  the  father  thinking  the 
tastes  of  his  son  inclined  more  to  a  liusiness  career 
than  a  literar}'  one,  placed  him  in  the  banking-hou.se 
of  John  (iihon  &  Co.,  New  Voik  City,  where  he 
remained  for  seven  j'ears,  and  until  the  house  was 
swept  awa}'  by  the  financial  crisis  of  1S57.  Mr. 
]'i-iinc  mari-ied  in  IS.'iS,  and  lemovcil  to  Dwight, 
111.,  which  was  then  a  veiy  sni.all  prairie  town    with 
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not  over  100  inhabitants.  He  purchased  320  acres 
of  Kind,  bnilt  a  house  and  cuiuinemed  farming, 
knowing  nothing  |>ractically  of  thi-  worli.  He 
toih-d  on,  struggling  for  ten  years  against  low 
prices  and  p«.>or  crops.  During  all  tliis  time  he  de- 
voted his  leisure  moments  to  reading  and  study. 
and  was  never  so  happy  as  when  writing  some  short 
article  for  the  press.  In  I87.'>,  when  the  Granger 
movement  swept  over  the  Northwest,  Mr.  Prime 
took  a  most  active  part  in  the  work  in  Illinois. 
No  other  county  was  so  thoroiiglily  organized  nr 
produced  greater  practical  results  from  the  move- 
ment than  Livingston  County,  the  home  of  Mr. 
Prime. 

Tlie  celebrated  [liatforiii  of  the  Farmers'  and  Peo- 
lile's  Anti-Mcmopoly  I'arty  was  the  joint  work  of 
Mr.  Prime,  of  Dwight,  and  W.  B.  Fyfe,  of  Poutiac. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  copies  of  the  platform  were 
circulated  .all  over  the  Northwest;  the  principles 
ailopted,  and  county  and  State  officers  elected,  as 
the  result  of  this  wonderful,  broad  and  far-reach. 
ing  declaration  of  princii)les.  A  copy  of  the  plat- 
form is  here  given. 

PLATFOKM 

of  the 

Farmers'  and  Pe<)|ile's  Anti-.Monopoly  Partj- 

of 

LlVIMiSTON    (  i>l   \rv,    H.I.INOIS. 
I>K<  I.AKA  rii)\. 

The  or;:aiiizatiiin  is  opposed  U<  railroad  steals, 
Uirifr  steals,  salary -grab  steals,  and  every  other  foim 
of  thieving  by  which  the  farmer  and  laboring  classes 
are  roldied  of  the  legitimate  fruits  f)f  their  labor. 

rr.A  I  i(ii;.M. 

Fir-t: — \\(;  are  in  favor  of  controlling  by  l;i\v 
liie  r:iilroad  corj)oratioiis  of  the  State. 

Se<-ond: — We  sidjnnt  to  ta.xatioii  and  duties  to 
niet-l  the  neccnsilies  of  the  (iovernniciit.  but  dv- 
nounce  ;i,«  unjust  and  oppressive  all  ta\,itiori>  for 
the  iH-nefit  of  special  classes. 

Third: — \V<-  are  in  favor  of  the  piesent  banking 
s_\.-tein  being  so  made  th.-it  all  njen,  by  giving  the 
pr<>|)fr  .•W'Cinity,    should   have   e(pjal   privileges,  so 
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that  supplj'  and  demand  shall  regulate  our  mone}' 
market. 

Fourth: — We  are  ojjposed  to  all  future  grants  of 
land  to  railroads  or  other  corporations,  and  believe 
that  the  public  domain  should  be  held  sacred  to  the 
actual  settle!-. 

Fifth: — We  are  in  favor  of  a  true  system  of 
Civil  Service  Reform,  making  honesty  and  capacity 
the  only  valid  claims  for  public  employment,  and 
believe  that  the  ottiee  should  seek  the  man  and  not 
the  m.an  the  ottiee.  S.  T.  K.  Primi:, 

Secretary  of  the  Farmers'  and  People's  Anti- 
Monopoly  Part}-,  of  Livingston  Cc)unty,  III. 

Dwuiirr.  Ii.r..,  July  17,  1873. 

The  Grange  excitement  had  subsided,  leaving  as 
it  did,  the  unmistakable  marks  of  progress,  advanc- 
ing and  settling  the  railroad  question  in  one  year 
by  what  had  not  been  accomplished  b}-  the  courts 
for  over  100  years,  and  Mr.  Prime  turned  his  at- 
tention more  particularly  than  ever  before  to  edi- 
torial work.  For  many  j'ears  he  contributed  arti- 
cles of  i)ractical  value  to  the  Chicago  Tribune  over 
the  signature  of  '•  Plovvliolder,"  upon  the  tariff  ques- 
tion, and  also  upon  matters  connected  with  agri- 
culture. Li  1878  Mr.  Prime  commenced  a  special 
department  in  the  Chicago  Tribune,  of  reporting 
the  crops  of  the  country;  these  reports  covered  the 
entire  Northwest, and  appeared  daily  in  the  Tribune 
from  March  until  October.  Thej'  added  greatly' 
to  the  Tribune's  reputation  as  a  newsgatlierer,  but 
\ery  little,  if  an^',  to  Mr.  Prime's,  as  the  nature  of 
all  great  dailies  is  to  glorify  themselves  and  ignore 
those  who  furnish  the  brains,  the  authors.  At  this 
time  also,  over  the  signature  of  "Northwest,"  Mr. 
I'rinie  made  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  correspond- 
ent of  the  New  York  Chmmercial  Btilleiin.  As  has 
been  intimated,  the  crop  statistics  of  Mr.  Pi'ime, 
aftei-  the  lirst  season,  .'ittracted  such  attention  that 
lie  eoiic-('i\('il  llic  idea  to  withdraw  his  work  so  far 
;is  llic  daily  press  was  (■(^ncerned,  ami  esl:iblish  a 
I  Top  bureau,  su|)pl3ing  private  individu.als,  grain 
ami  lonimission  merchants  all  over  the  country, 
wjtii  the  eailiest.  f\dlest  and  most  reliable  crop  in- 
formation ill  the  I'liited  States.  This  proved  to  be 
a  \a>l  inideitakiiig.  lOvery  county  In  every  State, 
fiorii  (tliio    to   the   far   Northwest,   was   thoroughly 
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organized,  and  from  three  to  five  curresponclents 
were  ajjpointed  in  proportion  to  tlie  value  of  tlie 
county  as  a  orajn-pi-oducinu  iiifa.  Twelve  c-lerks 
aided  liini  in  this  work,  until  he  had  liis  bureau 
thoroughly  systematized  a'nd  organized.  Every 
day  in  the  j'ear,  and  from  every  State,  Mr.  Prime 
received  infoimation  as  to  the  crop  outlook,  so  mi- 
nute as  to  details  that  he  was  in  a  position  at  any 
time  to  know  their  condition.  These  reports  are 
now  the  authority  of  the  country,  and  are  eagerly 
sought  after  by  the  trade,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  In  1881  Mr.  Prime  opened  in  the  Farm- 
ers' Review.,  then  a  small  weekly  agricultural  paper, 
a  department  of  crop  news,  which  he  conducted 
until  the  summer  of  1886,  when  he  resigned.  For 
the  last  six  years  he  has  been  the  able  correspond- 
ent of  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  luider 
the  signature  of  "Northwest."  He  is  also  a  regu- 
lar contributor  to  The  Farmer,  of  St.  Paul,  and  the 
American  liitral  Home,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Not- 
withstanding all  his  newspaper  work  and  crop  du- 
ties, Mr.  Prime  has  found  time  to  advance,  and  has 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  adopted  many  valuable 
suggestions  concerning  our  country  roads,  and  also 
upon  the  question  of  tile  drainage.  In  1878  he 
compiled  and  edited  a  book  of  800  pages,  "•  Model 
Farms  and  Their  Methods,"  which  is  a  standard, 
practical  work,  giving  the  experience  of  150  suc- 
cessful farmers. 

Mr.  Prime  resides  upon  his  farm  of  400  acres, 
which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  while  his 
home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  in  the  State. 
The  house  contains  a  fine  librarj^  and  is  also 
adorned  with  works  of  art.  Mi's.  Mary  K.  Prime, 
the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  woman 
of  rare  accomplishments,  and  shared  with  her  hus- 
band a  great  love  for  everything  which  in  this 
world  goes  so  far  toward  making  a  home  attractive. 
There  are  few  more  beautiful  homes  in  Illinois,  and 
none  more  happy  and  cheerful,  than  the  one  which 
from  small  beginnings  thirty  years  ago,  Mr.  and 
3Irs.  Prime,  by  their  good  taste  and  untiring  in- 
dustry, succeeded  in  making.  Mrs.  I'rime  was 
called  from  this  beautiful  home  to  a  •■  house  not 
made  with  hands,"  on  the  •24th  of  April,  18SG. 
The  Rev.  O.  N.  Pollard  in  his  tribute  to  her  meni- 
or}'  said ;  •'  She   was   reared   in   the  best  society  of 


the  land.  She  was  truly  cultured,  and  had  a  wide 
reputation  for  hospitality  and  making  those  about 
her  at  ease  on  all  occasions.  To  her  is  due  nuich 
credit  for  the  good  inlluence  of  our  society  from 
an  early  day  to  the  present  time,  and  in  her  death 
the  community  loses  a  ()ower  for  good  that  can 
never  be  restored  to  us."  Mr.  Prime  has  from  time 
to  time  fillerl  all  the  different  town  otlices,  and  in 
politics  is  a  Republican,  and  a  Protestant  in  relig- 
ion. In  the  full  vigor  of  manhood,  it  would  seem 
that  he  has  just  commenced  to  be  a  useful  man  to 
society  and  the  world  at  large. 
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^(  ESSF  LITTLE,  who  occuiiies  a  prominent 
position  among  the  farmers  and  stock-raisers 
of  Broughton  Township,  owns  land  on  sec- 
tions 5  and  6,  and  is  in  possession  of  one  of 
the  most  desirable  homesteads  in  this  part  of  the 
countj'.  He  is  in  the  prime  of  life  and  in  possessit^m 
of  a  competence,-  the  result  of  years  of  industrious 
labor  and  good  jnanagement.  Lie  began  at  the 
foot  of  the  ladder,  without  means  or  influential 
friends,  and  aside  from  lieing  the  owner  of  a  fine 
propert3',  has  been  prominent  in  townshij)  and  county 
affairs,  and  in  all  respects  a  most  reliable  and  intelli- 
gent citizen. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  the  famous  Ijattle-field 
of  Gettysburg,  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  April  4,  1 832, 
and  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Grier)  Little, 
also  n;itives  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  the  father  a 
farmer  of  nuxlest  means.  Jesse,  in  common  with 
his  bi'others  and  sisters,  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school,  an<l  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  on 
account  of  the  death  of  his  father,  was  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources.  In  the  meantime  the  family  had 
removed  from  Adams  to  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  and 
-lesse  there  worked  l)y  the  month  during  the  sum- 
mer, while  he  pursued  liis  studies  in  the  winter. 
When  a  youth  of  eighteen  lie  commenced  serving 
:ui  appreuticeshii)  at  blacksmithing  and  plow- 
making  at  -Chamhersburg,  wiu're  he  spent  three 
vears,  and  worked  three  more  years  as  a  journey- 
man in  Detroit,  iMich. 

Mr.  Little,    in   the  spring  of   Is.'iU,   look   u^)  his 
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residence  in  Peru,  111.,  where  he  established  a  wagon 
and  f.'irriage  shop,  which  he  eond acted  about  two 
years.  In  It^oS  he  returned  to  his  native  State, 
where  he  remained  until  the  outbreak-  of  the  late 
Rebellion.  Soon  afterward  hr  enlistt-d  in  the  l-2th 
Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  was  in  the  battle  at 
Drainsville  and  the  seven-days  fight  before  Rich- 
mond. On  account  of  his  bravery  and  fidelity  to 
duty,  he  was  promoted  Urst  Lieutenant,  and  assisted 
in  the  command  of  his  company  until  the  contlictat 
Harrison's  Landing,  wheu  he  wsis  taken  ill  with  camp 
fever  and  compelled  t(.)  retui'ii  home.  On  the  1  3th 
of  February,  ISUS,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Reliecca,  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine 
(Suively)  Chariton,  of  Franklin  County.  Mrs.  Lit- 
tle was  born  Jan.  3,  183!>,  in  that  countj-.  while  iier 
father  w;is  also  a  native  of  Penns}ivania,  but  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent:  the  mother,  also  a  native  of  tlie 
Keystone  SUite,  traced  her  ancestry  back  to  Switzer- 
land. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Little  soon  after  their  marriage 
came  to  Pi-i  u.  111.,  where  our  subject  continued  his 
former  occupation  as  a  wagon-maker  until  the  fol- 
lowing }'ear.  In  the  spring  of  1S(M  he  came  to 
this  county,  and  in  company  with  his  brother,  pur- 
cha.M'd  a  half  section  of  land,  one-quarter  in  each 
of  sections  o  and  (1  in  Hroughton  Township.  Tiie 
Soil  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  the  marvel- 
ous transformation  which  has  been  effected  has  been 
simply  the  result  of  incessant  labor  and  persever- 
an<-e,  often  under  the  most  discour.aging  eircnni- 
stances.  Mr.  Little,  however,  possessed  in  a  large 
nieasin-f  the  qualities  required  l)y  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers, and  hall  no  thought  of  abandoning  his  task  or 
flying  from  the  dilliculties  which  stared  liiui  daily 
in  the  face.  He  proceeded  with  the  cultivation  of 
his  land  through  sunshine  and  storm,  and  at  the  end 
of  e.'ich  year  found  himself  .a  little  furthci- ad  vaiiccil. 
The  lowlands  were  made  productive  by  llic  laving 
of  tile,  an  orc-li:ird  was  planted  .ind  linilding-  put  up. 
one  after  another,  until  the  hoiiic-liad  now  Iims 
around  it  an  air  of  thrift  and  pliMity  lliil  is  most 
|ile:isiiig  to  the  eye  of  the  ix-lioldci-,  .ms  may  be 
judged  from  the  view  of  it  presented  on  anotb(|- 
page  of  this  Ai.iii  M.  Our  sniijeet  now,  silting  nii- 
'ler  Ills  own  vine  and  fig-tree,  (••■in  survey  llic  woik 
oflii«  hands  with  a  pjinlonable  degree  of  pi  id<\  aii<l 


with  the  reflection  that  he  has  been  amply  rewarded 
for  his  toil  and  care. 

The  household  circle  of  oui'  subject  and  his  wife 
was  completed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children.  The 
eldest  .son,  AYilliam  Fremont,  was  born  Aug.  22, 
18(14,  and  is  now  proprietor  of  a  good  farm  of 
ninety-four  acres  in  Cl.ay  County,  Miss.,  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  court-house.  Edward  E. 
was  boru  April  <s,  18(16,  and  remains  at  home  with 
his  parents  and  the  younger  children;  Joscpii  W. 
was  born  March  10,  1867;  Annie  E,,  Jan.  :'A.  l.sTl  : 
Benjamin  Franklin,  April  19,  1872;  Alfred  L.,  May 
4,  1874;  Sarah  C,  June  22,  1876:  Edith  B.,  June 
20,  1877;  Roscoe  C,  March  10.  1879,  and  George, 
May  18,  188.5. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Little  are  still  living,  making 
their  home  at  Uwight,  this  count}'.  Mr.  Chariton 
was  born  Dec.  14,  1810,  and  his  wife,  Catherine, 
April  17,  1820.  They  were  reared  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  and  married  there  on  the  12th  of  April, 
is.'ia.  They  have  lived  together  in  pence  and  har- 
monj-  for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years,  and 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  in  Dwight,  which 
was  made  the  occasion  of  general  rejoicing  by 
a  large  company  of  their  friends  and  relatives. 
Their  family  included  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
attained  their  majority.  Rheuhamma  E.  is  the  wife 
of  John  Slyder,  of  Pern,  111.,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children:  Rebecca,  the  wife  of  our  suliject,  was  the 
second  child  ;  Alfred  married  MissGeorgiana  Board- 
man,  ••ind  is  carrying  on  general  merchandising  at 
Campus:  they  have  one  child;  William  married 
Miss  Frank  Bigelow,  and  is  a  resident  of  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.;  the}'  have  two  children.  Daniel  G.  is 
cngagcil  in  merchandising  at  Campus. 

.Mr.  Little  was  the  fourth  child  in  .i  family  of 
seven.  I  lis  eldest  lirotlier.  Levi  1>..  married  Miss 
Rebecca  Boone  and  is  the  father  of  two  children; 
lie  served  during  the  late  war  in  the  l.'i'.tth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  and  died  at  his  home  in  Ft_ 
W  :,yiie,  Ind.,  Di'c.,  '.I.  1882.  Edinund  II.  marrieo 
>Ii-s  Susan  Sell.  :ind  si-rved  .'is  .-i  rnii.in  soldier 
ill  Ihc  iltli  I'eiiiisylv.'iiii.-i  liif.-uitry  ;  he  was  killed  at 
the  li;ittlc  of  Bristol  Station.  \'a..  :iiid  left  two  .sons 
Mild  lw<i  daughters.  Thaddrus  S.  is  engaged  in 
canning  .-it  Wcsl  Point.  Miss.;  .Icssc.  oiir  suliject. 
w;is  the  next  in  order   of   liirlli;    lieiijamin   'I',   died 
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Dec.  24,  1855,  when  about  twenty-two  years  of  age; 
LoiiisM  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  W.  Seibert  anri  the 
mother  of  three  chiliheii ;  their  home  is  in  Cham- 
bersburg.  Pa.  Jennie  married  Loclasi<y  S.  House, 
and  died  in  1874,  leaving'  one  cliild.  who  is  now  a 
resident  of  Oettysburg. 

The  paternal  grandfather  nf  our  subject  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War  five  years,  and 
subsequently  drew  a  pension  from  the  Government. 
Andrew  Little,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
on  St.  Patrick's  Da}',  1784,  and  during  the  War  of 
1812  was  drafted,  but  on  account  of  being  an  in- 
cumbent of  an  office,  e.scaped  service.  Mr.  Jesse 
Little  has  been  quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  his 
townsliip,  .serving  as  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Director  several  terms.  He  is  a  Republican, 
politically,  and  has  an  abiding  faitli  in  the  correct- 
ness of  his  party's  principles.  In  1876  he  attended 
the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Philadelphia,  and  im- 
proved the  opportunity  to  visit  the  scenes  of  his 
boyhood  days,  made  so  famous  by  the  battle  fought 
there  during  the  late  war.  This  was  an  outlay  of 
time  and  mone}'  wiiich  he  has  never  regretted  and 
which  could  scarcely  have  been  spent  in  a  wiser 
manner. 
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■S^'DWARD  G.  PUTNAM  was  born  at  Han- 
1^  over,  N.  II.,  Aug.  20,  1827,  and  is  the  son 
jl' — '-^  of  John  and  Sarah  (Heath)  Putnam,  natives 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut  respectively. 
In  1844  the  father  of  mir  subject  removed  to 
Madison  County,  Ohio,  with  his  family,  where  he 
remained  until  his  death  in  184'J.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  his  Hrst  wife  being  Anna  B.  ^\'^est, 
b}'  whom  he  had  one  son.  At  his  death  his  widow 
removed  to  Ottawa,  111.,  and  thence  to  Livingston 
County,  where  she  died  in  Odell,  in  October,  1868. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  educated  in  the  district  schools,  with  the  ad- 
vantages of  one  term  in  the  academy.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  he  left  home,  and  for  a  3'ear  en- 
gaged in  farm  lalior.  The  next  year  he  entered 
the  emploj'  of  a  book  and  clock  firm  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  as  traveling  .salesman,  and  being  promoted  to 
the  position  of  collector  for  the  same  house,  he 
served  in  that  capacity   about  seven  years.     A[)ril 


28.  1853.  he  married  Miss  Mary  E.  Cralib.  wIkj  was 
burn  in  West  Jefferson,  Ohio,  July  1,  1M31,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Lucy  Ann  (East- 
man) Crabb.  Her  father  was  a  merchant,  although 
he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  .saddler.  He  was  born 
July  27,  1811,  and  died  Dec.  8,  1839.  His  widow 
married  a  Methodist  E[)iscopal  nn'nister,  and  re- 
moved to  Indiana  in  1842.  They  came  to  Illinois 
in  1862,  and  died  in  Forest,  the  mother  in  is7'.l. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his  wife  shortly 
after  their  marriage  settled  in  West  Jefferson,  Ohio, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  one  year.  They 
then  moved  to  Indiana,  but  the  next  year  went  to 
Ottawa,  LaSalle  Count}',  where  he  was  eng.aged  on 
a  farm  two  years.  They  came  to  Livingston  County 
in  1859,  where  they  have  since  made  their  home. 
He  has  been  engaged  since  coming  here  as  a  clerk 
in  a  store,  and  is  now  a  traveling  salesman.  He  and 
his  wife  are  parents  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Otto 
L.,  Etta  H.,  Mary  E.,  Elmer  E.,  Claribel  and  Anna 
L.  All  of  the  children  have  received  a  liberal 
education  and  have  developed  into  successful  teach- 
ers in  the  schools,  except  Elmer,  who  is  an  artist  of 
considerable  ability. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam  are  worthy  niemliers  <_if 
the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Churcii,  upright  ami  un- 
ostentatious in  their  lives,  and  enjo.y  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  their  comnuinity.  Mr.  I'utiiam  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  but  does  not  take  an 
active  part  in  the  deliberations  of  lii-^  party. 

INCKNEV  S.  BROWN,  proprietor  of  2  Id 
acres  of  fine  farming  hind  on  section  17, 
Round  Grox'C  Township,  came  to  this 
county  in  .June,  18(;i.  He  has,  iiowever, 
been  a  resident  of  Illinois  since  the  si)ring  of  1853, 
when,  a  young  man  just  married,  he  set  out  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  great  West. 

Mr.  Brown  was  born  in  Hopkins  County,  ivy.,  in 
the  spi'ing  of  1831,  an<l  remained  in  that  >eetion  of 
country  until  after  reaching  liis  majority,  eng;iged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  Upon  leaving  his  native 
State  he  located  in  Bond  County.  111.,  where  he 
operated  on  rented  land  fonr  years,  and  tliereafter 
lived    in    lioth    Putnam   and    LaSnllc  Countie-..      In 
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June,  I8GI,  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased 
eisjhtv  acres  of  land,  whicli  is  now  inoludi'd  in  his 
present  homestead.  He  labored  with  :ui  iiuliistrv 
and  [wrsistence  whicli  could  hardly  fail  of  good  re- 
>ults.  and  added  to  his  purchase  until  he  now  has 
all  the  land  that  one  man  can  properly  over.see  ami 
cultivate.  He  also  put  up  good  buildings,  and  has 
expended  hundreds  of  dollars  in  improvements, 
but  feels  well  repaid  for  his  outlay  of  time  and  labor. 

Jlr.  Brown  before  leaving  his  native  State  was 
united  in  marriage  with  one  of  his  ehildhood  asso- 
eiates.  Miss  Ruth  Weeks,  who  beeanie  the  mother 
of  two  children:  .lulm  M..  miw  a  brigiit  antl  intel- 
ligent young  man  who  continues  at  home  with  his 
father,  and  Kudora  L.,  the  widow  of  William  Cum- 
berland. The  latter  was  marrieil  in  1877,  anil  lo- 
cated with  her  husband  in  Livingstim  Comity.  He 
crossed  the  Mississippi  into  Kansas,  where,  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health,  he  purposed  to  sojourn  for  a 
lime,  and  died  there  in  Crawford  County.  Dee.  25, 
1879.  His  widow  then  returned  to  her  father's 
house,  where  she  has  since  remained.  The  mother 
of  the>e  children  die.i  in  Bond  County,  III.,  about 
1855.  She  was  a  lady  of  many  excellent  qualities, 
and  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

Mr.  Bi'owh.  in  the  spring  of  18G(),  was  married 
to  Mis>  .Mcli.-.-a  Weeks,  the  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
who  w;is  also  a  native  of  Hopkins  County,  Ky. 
Their  parents  were  natives  of  Maryland  and  Georgia 
rc«|)ectively.  The  father  has  long  since  passed 
;iw:iy.  Tin-  mother,  now  in  her  eiulily-niiith  year, 
live.-  with  Mr.  Brown.  This  iiiiii)ii  icsnlted  iu  the 
birth  of  live  children,  namely:  .Mary,  Annie,  Luc, 
William  and  Wesley,  all  living  and  at  honie  with 
their  father.  Mrn.  Meli^si  Ihuwn  departcii  llii>  life 
at  her  home  in  Round  (iinvc  rown>hi|i  in  the 
spring  of  1872.  Slie  is  .•iffcclioiiMtely  leinenilicrcd 
by  her  friends  aud  family  as  ;i  worthy  wile  hikI 
de\oted  mother,  who  perl'i.i  incij  .-ill  hci-  duties  in 
life  with  enii^-cjciitioiis  care  .lU'l  lii|(lit\.  Sheal-n 
belorijied  to  the  .Methodist  Kpiseo|ul  (liiireh. 

.Mr.  Brown  poljtieally  is  indepenijenl  mihI  Ii:is 
:d-o  taken  :t  deep  interest  In  lh(!  siiicess  of  the  lein- 
|.rt;rance  m<ivemen1.  ^\■||ile  pos.se.ssiiig  decided  npin- 
iori.s  he  is  never offen-^ive  In  the  expression  of  Iheni, 
and  Ixrlieves  there  in  nioi('  ('hiisti.-iijily  in  persuasion 


than  in  force.  He  has  officiated  as  School  Director 
in  his  district,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
meist  substantial  ;nid  reliable  men  <if  his  eoniniunitv. 


UGH  CUMMINS,  the  oldest  living  picnieer 
in  Esmen  Township,  is  the  owner  and  occu- 
pant of  a  farm  on  section  8.  He  was  born 
ill  Ross  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  .22.  18i)7,  ami 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Foster)  Cummins, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and 
is  t)f  Scotch-Irish  ancestrj'. 

The  father  of  our  subject  removed  to  Ohio  in 
the  earlier  days  of  its  settlement,  about  the  year 
1802,  and  following  farming  all  his  life,  died  in 
Delaware  County,  in  the  fall  of  18;)4.  He  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  as  his  father 
before  him  had  been  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
He  was  a  thorough  pioneer  in  all  his  habits,  and 
fond  of  frontier  life.  Hugh  was  reare(l  amid  all 
the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  making  rails,  grubbing 
stumps,  building  fences,  etc.  He  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Gen.  Jackson  in  1828,  and  the  same  year  left 
his  home  and  came  AVest.  .  He  made  the  trip  by 
water  on  the  Wabash  into  Indiana,  and  thence  on 
foot  to  Illinois.  He  tramped  through  the  country 
to  the  Illinois  River,  and  followed  that  stream  to 
Ft.  Clark,  now  Teoria.  There  being  nothing  there 
except  the  inilitaiy  fort,  and  the  Indians  being 
quite  hostile,  he  returned  to  the  Wabash  River. 
He  reached  home  late  in  the  winter  of  that  year 
and  remained  there  until  1833,  when  he  traded  for 
160  acres  oi  land  in  Illinois  and  came  out  to  hunt 
it  u)!.  He  discovered  the  land  in  Knox  County, 
and  finding  some  friends  settled  on  the  same  sec- 
tion, returned  to  Ohio  to  bi'ing  on  the  family. 
On  ;iccoiint  of  sickness  in  lln'  family,  however,  he 
w;is  coiuiicIKmI  to  biiego  the  design,  and  settled 
near  home.  In  I>i|ii  he  sold  out  in  Ohio,  and  com- 
ing to  Illinois,  |inicli:iseil  eighty  acres  of  land  near 
l'onli:ic,  where  he  made  .a  settlement  in  1842. 

In  Ndvcinliei',  I  84.!,  .Mr.  (  iimmins  married  Miss 
Hannah,  daughter  of  .lohn  ;nid  Katurah  (U'ilkins) 
Chew,  both  of  whom  weri'  natives  id  New  Jersey. 
She    was   not  destjncd    lor    :i    long    life,   ami    ilied 
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March  20,  184(5,  leaving  her  hiisbaml  witli  two  cliil- 
rlren,  James  B.  and  Hannah,  the  latter  of  win  mi 
died  in  infancy;  James  B.  married  Miss  Ellen  Oiu- 
rison  and  lives  on  the  home  farm :  they  have  eight 
children.  Mr.  Cummins  sold  out  his  property,  and 
bonghl  land  in  Esmen  Township,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. In  184i)  he  again  entered  into  the  mai'riage 
state,  this  time  with  Mrs.  Rachel  Longnecl<er,  a 
danghter  of  Zachariah  and  Mary  (Keith)  Rohinson. 
wh(.)  was  born  in  Marvland,  iNIarch  10,  1804. 


O^LE  DYVIG,  wlio  owns  a  g(.)0(l  farm  on  sec- 
)  tion  26,  Nevada  Township,  was  the  first 
'  native  of  Norway  to  make  a  permanent  set- 
tlement in  the  township.  He  was  born  Feb.  13, 
1845,  and  is  the  son  of  John  O.  D^'vig,  also  of 
Norwegian  birtli  and  parentage.  The  latter  con- 
tinued in  his  native  country  until  1866,  and  then, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  six  children,  made  the 
long  voyage  to  America  in  the  hope  of  bettering 
his  condition. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  upon  landing  in  this 
country,  made  his  way  westward  to  Illinois,  and 
first  pitched  his  tent  in  Odell  Township,  this 
county.  He  was  comparatively  without  means  and 
commenced  farming  on  rented  land,  following  agri- 
culture in  this  manner  until  he  could  save  enough 
money  to  buy  a  farm,  and  when  this  auspicious  day 
arrived  he  purchased  one  in  Nevada  Township,  and 
there  spent  his  last  days,  his  death  occurring  Sept. 
29,  1884. 

Our  subject  attended  school  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  and  then  continued  with  liis  parents,  work- 
ing on  the  farm  in  his  native  countrj^  and  accom- 
panying them  to  the  United  States.  At  this  time 
he  had  attained  to  manhood,  and  after  his  arrival 
in  this  county  worked  out  liy  the  month  in  Odell 
Township  until  the  year  following.  He  then  crossed 
the  Mississippi  into  Winneshiek  Countj',  Iowa,  where 
he  resided  twoyearg,  and  after  a  visit  to  Jlinnesota 
returned  to  his  old  tramping  grounds  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  now  commenced  as  his  father  had 
done  before  him,  and  farmed  on  rented  land  in  Ne- 
vada Township  three  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  eightv  acres 
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which  ai'c  included  in  his  |n-c^ciil  t'aiiii.  Tin's  is  .'dl 
enclosed  .■Old  drained,  and  furnished  with  cduve- 
nieut  and  sulislantial  Imildings,  including  a  eoni- 
fortable  ilwelling  and  siulalilc  liarns  for  the  stor- 
age of  grain  and  the  shelter  <if  stock.  His  family 
consists  of  his  wife  and  one  child,  the  latter  a, 
daughter.  Julia. 

The  wife  of  oiu'  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  187."),  was  formerly  Miss  Carrie  Thompson,  one 
of  his  own  countrywomen.  They  are  Lutherans 
in  religion,  and  Mr.  Dyvig  votes  the  Republican 
ticket.  Since  becoming  a  naturalized  American 
citizen  he  has  thoroughly  identified  himself  with 
the  interests  of  his  adopter!  eountrj',  keeping  him- 
self well  informed  in  regard  to  matters  of  general 
interest,  and  in  his  townshi]i  is  always  re.ady  to 
assist  any  wc>rthy  enterprise. 

ILLIAM  FINHOLD.  A  large  proportion 
those  who  first  ventured  into  the  West- 
country,  having  the  courage  to  stake 
their  all  on  the  untried  prairie  or  in  the  virgin  forest, 
were  natives  of  another  continent.  They  crossed 
many  miles  of  ocean  before  reaching  the  land  which 
they  believed  would,  by  the  exercise  of  industry 
and  well  directed  effort,  yield  them  a  home  and  a 
competency.  Among  those  who  came  to  this  country 
nearly  forty  years  ago  was  the  snliject  of  our  sketch, 
who  is  now  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on  section  16, 
Owego  Township. 

Mr.  Finhold  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  (Termnny, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  I5th  of  June,  18;!1,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Finhold.  The  first 
twenty  years  of  his  life  were  sjjent  in  his  native 
countr}',  where  he  received  a  good  education  in  his 
native  language.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter,  which  he  followed  for  several  j'ears, 
and  then  emigrated  to  America  in  IS.'il,  taking- 
passage  in  a  sailing-vessel  at  Hamburg.  After  an 
eventful  voyage  of  eight  weeks  he  landed  at  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  and  thence  by  steamboat  on 
the  Mississippi  River  he  reached  the  town  of  Peru, 
111.,  in  the  neighl)orhood  of  which  place  he  remained 
until  1864.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Livingston 
County,  and  si'ltlcd  on  his  iiresent   farm.      His   first 
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imivliaso  of  laiul  t-oiisisted  uf  a  timt.  of  oijilily  ancs, 
tift.v  uf  whieli  had  lieeii  lirukon  .-uul  on  wliiili  ^v;ls  a 
yiiiall  luiu#e.  He  went  to  work  upon  thi-  l:inil  witli 
a  (leterinination  to  linefeed,  nnd  lie  w;is  not  ili>:iiJ- 
iu)iutt'<l.  By  siiljseqiient  pnichasO'^.  as-  he  grew  alik'. 
he  a(hled  to  the  urioinal  trail,  until  lie  now  own> 
;")(>0  acre;;  of  tirst-elass  land. 

Oav  j^nlijeet  was  united  m  nianiaue  with  Miss 
Caroline  ^liller.  a  native  of  Germany,  and  tiny 
have  had  seven  eiiildren,  >ix  of  whom  are  living: 
Frederick,  Henry,  Charles:  Minnie.  «ife  of  .l'.)se|)h 
Harden,  of  this  c-ouiity;  Augusta  and  Rikin.  Jlr. 
Finliold  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Chureh,  in  which  he  takes  a  warm  interest,  and  ccm- 
trilmtes  lilierally  uf  his  means.  He  is  a  Repiihlican 
in  politics,  and  takes  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  uf 
his  party.  He  is  at  present  serving  as  Road  Com- 
missioner of  Owegi)  Township,  this  heinghis  second 
term  as  ineumlient  of  that  utlice,  and  he  has  served 
for  man}-  years  as  .Sciioi_il  director,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  .school  atfairs. 

When  Mr.  Finliold  reached  Illinois,  on  his  ar- 
rival in  this  country,  he  lacked  §7  of  having  any- 
thing, that  lieing  the  amount  of  his  indebtedness  at 
the  time,  and  considering  the  property  which  he 
has  .accunndated  since,  he  can  be  highly  compli- 
mented for  his  energy,  perseverance  and  judicious 
investment. 

f  OIIN  T.  WILSON.  Sheriff  of  Livingston 
County,  is  :i  native  of  the  Buckeye  State. 
.and  wa>  born  in  Adams  County,  A|iril  21, 
!x;!'.i.  His  parents,  .(anii-s  .and  S;u-nh  (K;ul) 
Wilson,  were  natives  respectively  of  N'irginia  and 
A<lanis  County,  Ohio.  James  Wilson  carried  .)ii 
f.-irrning  extensively  in  the  latter  Slate,  where  he 
"as  reganlcfl  as  a  good  citizen,  ;iii<l  with  hi^  wile, 
wa.H  a  member  in  gofid  standing  of  the  I'resliytc  liau 
Church.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  ehildren.  of 
wliom  si.xare  living,  namely  :  John  T.  of  our -Udch  ; 
.lo-ephine.  .Mr.-.  Washbnrne,  of  Ohio:  Dr.  I>aac  .\., 
of  Fairhury,  III.;  Robert  F., of  Ohio:  Rebecca.  My-. 
.Sears,  of  Indiana,  and  .lames  K.,  of  ()hio. 

The  father  of  our  -idiject  flepaited  this  life  iu 
llrowuCouiity.Ohio.nl  IHM2.     The  mother   is  >till 


living  on  the  old  homestead  there.  John  T.  re- 
ceived a  jjractical  education  in  the  district  school, 
and  I'ontinnedon  the  farm  until  reachinghis  major- 
ity. I'pou  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  he  en- 
listcil  in  Cmnpanj-  1).  •24th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  par- 
ticiiiated  in  the  battles  of  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
iiiauga,  Lookout  ^lountain.  Mission  Ridge,  and  many 
minor  engagements  during  his  three  years  service. 
After  the  war  he  was  emplo3-ed  in  a  Provost  Mar- 
shal's ottice  at  Ilillsboro,  Ohio.  In  18f..O  he  was 
married,  iu  Adams  County,  to  Miss  Susan  M., 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Shepard,  and  not 
long  afterward  they  settled  on  a  farm  near  Pontiac 
in  this  county,  where  they  lived  until  1H82.  3Ir. 
AYilsoii  then  moved  into  the  citj',  and  the  same 
3'ear  was  api>ointed  Deputj-  Sheriff  of  Livingston 
County,  which  position  he  filled  so  acceptabj}'  that 
he  w,as  elected  Sheriff  in  the  fall  of  188(!.  He  is 
Republican  iu  politics,  and  belongs  to  the  L  O.  0.  F. 
and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  and  his  family  occupy  |)lea.s- 
ant  apartments  in  the  county  jail  building,  and  en- 
J03^  the  friendship  of  the  best  people  of  Pontiac. 
Their  two  children.  Louis  B.  and  Florence  V.,  live 
with  their  parents,  the  son  being  employed  as  a 
clerk  iu  the  Sheriff's  uffice. 

\fj  AMES  II.  WYLLIE,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Union 
Township,  located  on  section  1,  is  a  native  of 
(j^/'  Illinois,  where  he  was  born  in  LaSalle 
County,  on  the  •27th  (.if  Septemlier,  I.S(52,  and  was 
the  thircl  child  in  a  family  of  six  born  to  John  and 
Margaret  (Hamilton)  Wyllie,  who  were  natives  of 
Scotland  and  a  sketch  of  whom  api)ears  elsewhere 
in  this  Ai.iujM.  The  snliject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
child  when  his  parents  moved  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  was  trained  to  farm  life,  and  received  a 
good  cominou-.school  education. 

On  the  .'list  of  December,  188.'),  !\lr.  Wyllie  was 
uiairicd  to  .lessie  McLeod,  who  vas  born  in  Scot- 
l.ind  (lu  the  l(;th  of  May,  18(15,  and  was  the  fourth 
child  of  a  family  of  seven  born  to  John  and  Agnes 
■Mfd.eod,  .also  natives  of  Scotland,  who  came  to 
Anicriia  when  the  daughter  was  alxint  three  years 
old,  ami   seltle<l  first  in  Canada.     They  afterward 
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removerl  to  Wisconsin  and  thence  to  LaSalle  County, 
wlicncr  tliey  subsequently  came  to  this  oounty, 
where  the  father  euga<i'ed  in  farming,  llr  was  a 
well-educated  man,  and  well  trained  in  luisiiK's> 
habits,  and  for  a  good  portion  of  his  life  he  followcil 
the  occupation  of  book-keeper  and  accountant. 

Immediatelj'  after  marriage  Mr.  Wyllie  and  his 
wife  settled  on  the  farm  where  they  now  reside, and 
erected  a  commodious  house,  which  they  furnished 
comfortably  and  also  erected  a  barn  and  other  farm 
buildings.  Mr.  Wyllie  is  grading  up  his  stock  from 
thoroughbred  animals,  and  in  this  department  of 
his  business  has  been  quite  successful.  He  spares 
neither  time  nor  expense  in  accomplishing  what  he 
undertakes,  and  on  this  account  has  deservedly  ob- 
tained the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Union  Town- 
shij).  Being  but  a  3'oung  man,  and  having  made 
such  an  auspicious  beginning,  the  future  undoubt- 
edly has  much  in  store  for  him.  They  have  one 
child,  named  Agnes,  who  was  born  on  the  7th  of 
October,  188(;. 

Mr.  Wyllie  is  not  very  active  in  political  matters, 
but  never  allows  an  occasion  to  go  by  when  he  can 
vote  the  Repulilican  ticket.  He  has  never  been  an 
ofliee-seeker,  and  has  no  taste  for  public  positions. 
He  is  thoroughly  wrapt  up  in  his  business  affairs, 
and  feels  that  he  has  no  time  to  engage  in  the 
scramble  for  office.  He  is  a  most  excellent  citizen 
and  contributes  liberally  to  all  public  cutcrprises. 

<«  IVARREN  C.  MUNRO,  a  prominent  farmer 
\/iJ/  *'"  **cction  1.  t<.iwn  27,  range  7,  has  been 
^^/^  a  resident  of  Saunemin  Township  since 
18<i8,  with  the  exception  of  twelve  years  spent  in 
Iroquois  Count}-.  He  was  born  in  Seekonk,  Bristol 
Co.,  IMass.,  Oct.  -29,  1834,  and  is  the  son  of  Jose|)h 
and  Olive  (Brown)  Munro,  also  natives  of  the  Bay 
State.  They  were  married  in  Seekonk,  April  11, 
1826,  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of  the  father, 
which  occurred  on  the  23d  of  April,   1863. 

Joseph  Munro   had  been   engaged  in   mercantile 

bushiess  a  long  period,  but  the  last  years  of  his  life 

were  spent  on  a  farm.     After  his  decease  the  mother 

came  to  Saunerain,  Livingston  County,,  and    made 
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her  home  with  her  children  until  her  death,  which 
ocrurred  near  ^\',•llscka,  Oct.  S,  1  87S.  The  parental 
householil  inclndcd  nine  chilib'en,  nnnie(L  res|)ect- 
ively  :  .Al('l\  in.  (  on rl land  C.  llrowii.  .loseph, .Seneca 
W.,  \\'nrren  ('.,  SopiUcr  S..  William  I),  and  Cornell. 
The  two  last  named  are  deceased. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  oiu'  subject,  also 
Josei)h  Munro,  seix'cd  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  as 
also  did  the  maternal  grandfather,  Aaron  Brown, 
while  Joseph  Munro,  Jr.,  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  the  landing  of 
the  Mayflower,  and  is  of  English  and  Scotch  extrac- 
tion. Warren  C.  remained  with  his  parents  until 
reaching  his  majority,  and  then  started  out  in  life 
for  himself.  He  journej'ed  from  his  native  State  to 
LaSalle  County,  111.,  in  185(i,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing on  rented  land  until  1860.  Then,  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  he  purchased  240  acres  which 
they  sold  two  years  later,  and  our  subject  again 
farmed  rented  land  four  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  time  he  came  to  Saunemin  Township  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  on  section  36,  of 
which  he  remained  in  possession  until  187'). 

Mr.  Munro  now  sold  out  his  property  at  a  good 
prodt,  and  removing  to  Iroquois  County  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1887.  when  he  returned  to 
Livingston  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  120 
acres  in  Saunemin  Township.  This  comprises  one 
of  the  most  valuable  bodies  of  land  in  this  section 
of  country,  is  very  fertile  and  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  Upon  it  there  is  a  good  set  of  frame 
buildings,  and  Mr.  Munro  keeps  a  goodly  assort- 
ment of  live  stock,  while  he  is  amply  supplied  with 
all  the  appliances  required  by  the  skillful  agricult- 
urist. 

While  a  resident  of  LaSalle  County,  Mr.  Munro 
was  married,  Nov.  4,  18G0,  to  Miss  Emma  Pearson, 
who  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  Feb.  7,  1841. 
Mrs.  Munro  is  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  C.  and 
Nancy  Jane  (Anderson)  Pearson,  who  were  natives 
of  Ohio,  and  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 
These  were  named  respectively:  Irena,  John  F., 
Rosetta,  Emma,  Abraham  C,  Mary,  Webster  M., 
Amelia  H.,  Elizabeth  S.,  Marintha  J.  and  Lillie. 
Irena,  John  F.,  Rosetta  and  Lillie  are  deceased. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munro  there  have  also  been 
born  eleven  children.     Those    living  are:   Rosetta, 
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Asm  t  ..  l.oiiiiu'l  !•>..  Klvirn.  (Um.ioo  W..  Irn  1'.  and 
Kstlu-r;  the  ilorenseil  aiv  Kdiiar,  Aiii.uirln,  l,ii(\  ami 
Nolsi'ii.  Our  subjec-t  ami  his  wito  an-  i>r(imiiieiil 
iin'iii'.)ers  of  tlie  I'liitfil  Hiothion  C'luirch,  wliilc 
tlirt'i'  of  their  ehiiilieu  liehuig  to  tiie  t'iiristian 
C'inireh.  Ill  i>olities  Jlr.  Miiiiro  is  a  Prohibitionist. 
exerting  iiis  inrtiu-nce  in  beh.-ilf  of  temperance  ami 
the  general  principles  eminciatefl  by  this  party. 
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' -^    K.   KIORDAN.  of  Nev.-ida  Township,  one 

;  jV  of  it*  well-to-do  citizens,  is  located  on  a  good 
^  \^     farm  comprising  a  part  of  section  32,  where 

'  ^  lie  has  met  with  success  iu  tilling  the  soil 
ami  i)rovide(l  himself  with  something  for  a  rainy 
day.  He  is  a  native  of  County  Limerick,  Ireland, 
where  lie  wa^  born  April  IC,  1849,  aiul  is  the  son  of 
Patrick  Hiordan,  a  native  of  the  .same  county. 

.lames  Uiordan,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  | 
>iibject,  spent  his  entire  life  in  County  Limericks  \ 
where  he  carried  cm  farming.  His  wife,  Bridget  : 
(Kelly)  Riordan.  was  a  native  of  the  same  county- 
Their  soil.  Patrick,  upon  re.aching  manhood  was  \ 
married  to  Jliss  C.atherine  Shunahan,  daughter  of 
.lames  aii'l  .liilia  (Ilaiiley)  Shunahan,  also  of  Countj'  i 
Limeri<-k. 

'J'lie  father  of  our  subject,  in  1S4I»,  accompanied  I 
l»y  his  wifi-  and  children,  emigTated  to  America  and 
lived  for  two  years  following  in  the  Dominion  of  \ 
Cniiada.  Next  he  took  up  his  residence  in  New 
York  .St.-ite,  whence,  two  years  later,  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois, and  locating  in  the  town  of  La.Salle  remained 
there  a  few  years,  tiien  went  onto  a  farm  in  Diinmock 
'lownslii]!.  that  county.  This  land  had  liceii  pur- 
ch.Mscd  liy  hi.-  son  .lames,  and  lie  occiipiccl  it  until 
IMiH.  ill  which  year  he  came  to  \\\\>  county,  and 
-pent  the  la-t  year.-  of  his  life  willi  \\\>  cliildren  iu 
.Nevada  Town-hip.  IIi>  death  took  place  in. Inly, 
IMKI.  The  mother  is  -till  living,  and  make.-  her 
home  with  our  subject. 

I'atrick  aiiil  Catherine  (Sliunah.an  )  liicndaii  \\eic' 
the  pareiiL-  of  -even  children,  four  o|  uhoni  grew 
lo  m.'it lire  years,  .leremiah  i-  a  r<v-ii|enl  of  .\c\  aii.a 
roW!ir>liip;.I;ime.-  live-  in  lliniinoik.  LaSalle  Count  v, 
and  Oavid  in  .Nevada. 

•Ml.  Kiordaii  of  oiir>kelch  was  I.Jil  an  infant  when 


he  w:i-  In-ouglil  by  his  parents  to  America.  Ileat- 
t.nidcd  the  district  school  in  LaSalle  County,  111., 
and  the  Christian  Brothers' Schocil.  When  notem- 
ployed  ;it  his  books  he  assisted  in  the  labors  of  the 
farin.  and  upon  reaching  manhood  was  fully  qnali- 
lied  to  carry  on  agriculture  for  himself.  In  187.'), 
he  wa-  married  to  Miss  Ella  Murphy,  daughter  of 
I'imotiiy  Murjihy,  and  who  was  born  in  LaSalle 
County.  Mr.  Murphy  was  a  native  of  Count}' 
Cork,  Ireland,  anil  the  son  of  Bartholomew  Murphy, 
who  sjieiit  his  entire  life  there.  The  mother  of 
Mrs.  Riordan  was  Miss  Catherine  Tookey,  of  County 
Cork,  where  she  was  reared  and  married.  Patrick 
Murphy  and  his  family  came  to  America  in  184fi, 
and  located  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived 
seven  years.  Upon  coming  to  Illinois  they  settled 
in  Rutland  Townshii),  LaSalle  County,  whence  tliey 
removed,  in  1868,  to  this  county,  and  located  in 
Nevada  Town.ship.  Here  the  mother  died  in  1877. 
Mr.  Murphy  is  still  living,  making  his  home  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Riordan. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven 
children — Mary  A.,  Katie  A.,  John  T.,  Maggie, 
D.ivid  A.,  Nellie  B.  and  Annie  N.  Mr.  R.  is  Dem- 
ocratic in  politics  and  has  been  quite  prominent  in 
township  affairs,  holding  the  various  otlices  and  dis- 
charging his  duties  in  an  intelligent  and  praiseworthy 
manner.  In  188((  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  .Sheriff,  but  the  Democrats  being  in  the  minority 
he  was  defeated  vvith  the  balance  of  his  ticket. 

\^//^  RS.  \  ERNERA  E.  STRATTON,  of  Long 
Point  Township,  and  daughter  of  J.  W.  and 
H.  E.  (Kingsley)  Miller,  ovviis  and  occupies 
a  valuable  farm  on  section  24.  This  com- 
prises 24(1  acres  under  a  line  state  of  cultivation, 
sup|)lii'd  with  good  buildings  and  chiefly  devoted  to 
grain  and  stock  raising.  In  the  drainage  of  the 
l.anil  there  has  been  employed  about  7oO  rods  of 
tiling,  .and  adjacent  to  the  residence  is  a  fine 
onjiaid,  while  the  homestead  is  abundantly  supplied 
Willi  small  fruits  of  all  kinds.  On  another  page  of 
this  Ai.r.iM  is  shown  a  view  of  Mrs.  Stratton's  resi- 
dence with  itseiivironments.  Mrs.  Stratton  isa  lady 
greatly  esleenicd  in  her  cfnninunity,  and  surrounded 
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by  her  family  and  friends  is  enjoying  all  of  the 
comforts  and  man^'  of  the  hixuries  of  life. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Stratton  were  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  her  father  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and 
Sarah  Miller,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  the 
Keystone  State.  The  former  died  in  1860,  at  An- 
cona.  III.,  and  his  wife  two  j'ears  later,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Vernera  E.  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Aug. 
25,  1835,  and  came  with  herparents  to' this  State  in 
1844.  The  paternal  family  included  the  following- 
named  children:  Samantha  E.,  Vernera  E.,  Abigail 
D.,  Annie  V..  John  E.,  Annie  Viola,  Merritt  W.,  and 
an  infant  who  died  unnamed. 

Mrs.  Stratton  completed  her  education  in  her 
native  State,  and  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  her  marriage  with  M.  L.  Stratton,  which  was 
celebrated  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  June  24,  1859. 
The  nine  children  born  of  this  union  are  recorded 
as  follows:  Susan  was  born  July  20,  1860,  and  is 
now  living  in  Iowa;  Martha  W.  was  born  Feb.  22, 
1861,  and  died  two  weeks  and  three  days  later; 
Dighton  was  born  Feb.  21,  1863,' and  is  farming  in 
Iowa;  Ralph  was  born  May  6,  1865,  and  remains 
at  home  with  his  mother;  Celia  I.  was  born  Feb. 
25,  1868,  and  being  unusually  fond  of  her  books, 
has  .acquired  a  good  education,  completing  her 
studies  in  the  High  School  at  Perry,  Iowa;  Hugh 
was  born  March  6,  1870;  Flora  M.,  June  28,  1873; 
Edwin  S.,  June  17.  1875,  and  Clyde  F.,  July  11, 
1878. 
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^/  IBERTY  LOUDERBACK,  general  insur- 
I  (@  'iiice,  real  estate  and  collecting  agent  at 
jiL^  Cornell,  came  to  this  county  during  the  pio- 
neer days,  locating  in  Amity  Township  in  1837. 
He  m.ay  now  proudly  boast  of  a  fift}'  years' resi- 
dence, during  which  time  he  has  built  up  an  envia- 
ble reputation  as  an  honest  man  and  a  good  citizen. 
He  possesses  excellent  business  cap.acity,  and  has 
been  closely  identified  with  the  interests  of  his 
adopted  State  since  taking  up  his  abode  within  its 
limits. 

Mr.  Louderback  was  born  in  Brown  Count}-, 
Ohio,  July  4,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Sarah  (Springer)  Louderback,  natives  of  the 
same  place,  where  the  former  was  born  in  1803,  and 


was  the  son  of  Michael  Louderback,  a  native  of 
German}',  born  in  1770.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic 
during  his  youth,  just  after  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  located  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  spent  the  balance  of  his  days. 
He  built  up  a  good  homestead,  and  closed  his  eyes 
upon  the  scenes  of  earth  in  1832.  He  chose  for 
his  wife  one  of  the  maidens  of  Brown  County,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely : 
Peter,  Michael,  Andrew,  Tliomas,  Henry,  Isaac, 
Susanna  and  Nancy ;  all  have  now  passed  away. 

In  November,  1831,  Thomas  Louderback  left  the 
Buckeye  State,  and  coming  to  Illinois  located  in 
Vermilion  Count}',  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
six  years.  In  1837  he  came  to  Livingston  County, 
and  in  April  of  that  year  located  in  Amity  Town- 
ship on  section  21.  He  possessed  a  large  amount 
of  sturdy  persistence,  and  with  reference  to  any- 
thing he  had  once  undertaken,  there  was  in  his  vo- 
cabulary no  such  word  as  fail.  The  face  of  the 
country  fifty  years  ago  presented  a  vastly  different 
appearance  from  that  of  the  present,  suggesting  at 
once  the  necessity  of  men  of  perseverance  and 
strength  of  character  in  order  to  perfectly  accom- 
plish the  developement  of  its  natural  resources. 
Thomas  Louderback  was  in  nowise  lacking  in  the 
essential  qualities  of  the  pioneer,  and  each  year  saw- 
something  added  to  his  prosperity.  In  due  time, 
besides  various  conveniences  around  the  homestead 
and  the  necessary  buildings  pertaining  thereto,  he 
had  accumulated  250  acres  of  land  and  a  choice  as- 
sortment of  live  stock.  After  having  been  an  hon- 
ored resident  of  Amity  Township  for  a  period  of 
seventeen  years,  during  which  time  he  had  made 
many  friends  and  secured  the  respect  of  the  entire 
community,  he  departed  this  life  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1854.  The  faithful  wife  and  mother,  who 
had  accompanied  him  to  the  West  and  bravely 
shared  his  trials  and  labors,  preceded  her  husband 
to  the  silent  land  Oct.  25,  1842. 

The  eleven  children  born  to  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Louderback  were  named  as  follows:  Susaima,  lib- 
erty, Mary,  Mills,  Levi  (see  sketch),  William,  Co- 
lumbus, Thirza,  Mahala,  Thomsis  and  George. 
Susanna,  Columbus  and  George  died  in  infancy; 
most  of  those  now  living  are  residents  of  Living- 
ston County.     The  mother  of  this  family  was  born 
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ill  Brown  Count}',  Ohio,  June  1'2,  1805,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Uriah  and  Nancy  (Long)  Si)ringer, 
natives  of  Virginia.  Nanc}'  Springer  was  born 
•Inly  23,  1779,  in  Brown  Connt.y,  Oliio,  and  de- 
[larted  thi?  life  July  24,  1838.  Her  husband,  Uriah, 
was  born  in  the  St;ite  of  Virginia,  March  31,  1780, 
and  surviving  his  wife  nine  j'ears,  died  Oct.  29, 
1847.  Our  ,*ubject  has  in  his  possession  a  fine 
family  record  dating  back  through  several  genera- 
tions. Bj'  this  it  appears  tliat  his  maternal  ances- 
tors were  natives  of  Sweden  and  residents  in  or 
near  the  cit}'  of  Stockholm.  Grandfather  Springer, 
after  his  marriage  in  the  Old  Dominion,  removed 
with  his  familj'  to  Brown  County,  Ohio,  and  subse- 
quentlj-,  in  1837.  to  Illinois  with  his  children, 
locating  in  Amitj-  Township,  where  he  and  his  ex- 
cellent wife  spent  their  last  j'ears.  The}'  were  the 
parent*  of  tliirteen  children.  Mary,  the  eldest 
daughter,  died  wlien  fort3'-three  years  of  age,  in 
Amity  Township;  Hannah  died  a  year  younger; 
Xathan  lived  to  be  seventy-one  years  of  age;  Sarah, 
tiie  mother  of  our  subject,  was  the  fourth  child ; 
William  died  at  thirty-three  j-ears  of  age;  Jose])h 
at  forty-seven;  Zadock  at  twenty- two;  Levi  at 
twent^'-seven ;  Drusilla  makes  her  home  at  Mt. 
Plea.«ant,  Iowa,  and  is  seventy-three  years  of  age ; 
Nanc3'  died  at  tiiirty-nine  years  of  age;  Mah.ila  at 
twenty-eiglit;  Uriah  lived  to  be  only  twenty  years 
old,  and  Thirza  p:issed  away  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 

The  subject  of  this  biography  spent  his  child- 
hfjod  and  youth  under  the  jiarental  roof,  making 
himself  useful  in  various  wa3's  upon  the  farm.  As 
may  lie  supposed,  considering  the  section  of  country 
in  which  his  early  years  were  jjassed,  his  schooling 
n-an  exceedingly  limited,  embracing  only  about 
eiglit  months  to  the  time  of  reaching  his  majority. 
lie  po.sse.ssed  good  natural  ability,  however,  while 
he  wa."*  a  keen  observer  of  what  was  going  on 
ari^und  iiim,and  by  tiie  jierusal  of  instructive  books, 
has  attaineil  a  good  knowledge  of  business  methods, 
besides  posting  himself  upon  sidijects  of  geaeral 
interest.  He  Wius  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  u|)(jn 
coming  totiiis  county,  and  developed  into  manhood 
amid  its  pioneer  scenes,  securing  many  friends  ;ind 
lu-comiiig  .vlinirably  equipped  for  the  struggle  of 
life. 

The  most  important  event  in  the  life  of  our  sid)- 


ject  was  his  marriage,  which  took  place  April  25, 
1849,  shortly  before  he  had  reached  his  twenty- 
fifth  birthd.ay.  The  3'oung  lady  chosen  to  share 
his  future  life  was  Miss  Mary  Jane  Corbin,  who 
was  born  Oct.  9,  1827,  in  the  Old  Dominion,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  David  and  Catherine  Corbin,  na- 
tives of  Virginia.  They  continued  in  the  Old 
Dominion  until  about  1831,  and  then  took  up 
their  residence  in  Livingston  County.  The  paren- 
tal household  included  five  children — Jacob,  Obe- 
dience, Ellen,  Harriet  and  Mary  Jane ;  of  these  but 
one  is  now  living. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louderback  after  their  marriage 
located  in  Amity  Township,  and  in  due  time  their 
household  included  six  children.  The  eldest  son, 
John  H..  was  born  March  25,  1850,  and  on  the  11th 
of  May,  1873,  was  m.arried  to  Miss  Mary  King,  of 
Amity  Township,  where  they  are  still  living  on  a 
farm,  and  have  four  children;  George  W.  was  born 
Oct.  9,  1851,  and  married  Miss  Ella  Gates,  of 
Amity  Township;  he  is  also  engaged  in  farming  in 
that  township,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children. 
Chester  W.,  a  painter  by   trade,  w.as  born  April  9, 

1854,  and  married  Miss  Amanda  Young,  Maj'  12, 
1878;  they  have  four  children,  and  reside  in  Paw- 
nee City,  Neb.  Julia  was  born  Oct.  18,  1856,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Thomas  J.  Gregory,  of  Cornell,  and 
the  mother  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  is  de- 
ceased;  Ilersie  Jane  was  born  Sept.  28,  1863,  and 
was  married,  Dec.  27,  1882,  to  Harry  L.  Mallory ; 
they  have  two  children,  and  are  residents  of  Strea- 
tor.  Harriet  C'.  was  born  April  26,  1868,  and  is 
the  only  child  at  home. 

Mr.  Louderback's  business  transactions  extend 
over  a  large  tract  of  territory,  and  he  has  been 
ni.ide  the  conservator  of  important  interests.  He 
is  iiidepcuident  in  politics  and  has  for  years  been 
warmly  interested  in  the  success  of  the  temperance 
movement,  being  essentially  a  Prohibitionist.  He 
was    elected   Justice  of  the   Peace    in    November, 

1855,  which  oMice  he  has  since  held,  and  has  served 
as  Township  School  Treasurer  eight  years,  and  rep- 
resented Amity  Township  in  the  County  Board  of 
Supervisors  three  years.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  Cornell  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens.  Our  subject, 
with  his  excellent  wife,  many  years  ago  connected 
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himself  with  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  of 
which  he  has  now  been  an  honored  member  thirty- 
six  years,  much  of  this  time  serving  as  Trustee, 
which  office  he  holds  at  present.  He  has  now 
passed  his  threescore  years,  and  has  made  for  him- 
self a  record  of  which  his  children  will  never  be 
ashamed. 


^^ 


OHN  ZP:IGLER,  a  retired  farmer  of  Sun- 
bury  Township,  was  born  near  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  April  3,  1821,  and 
was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  five  childreji, 
the  offspring  of  Henry  and  Sophia  (Frye)  Zeiglor, 
also  natives  of  the  Keystone  State.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  Henry  and  Barbara  Zeiglcr,  na- 
tives respectively  of  America  .and  German}'.  Henry 
Zeigler  was  Captain  of  a  company  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  serving  all  through  the  conflict  until 
its  close. 

Henry  Zeigler  followed  the  occupation  of  a  far- 
mer in  Pennsylvania  until  18.J6,  then  removed  to 
Fountain  County,  Ind.,  and  from  there,  in  1877, 
to  this  State.  His  wife  had  died  in  Pennsylvani.i. 
He  spent  his  declining  j-ears  with  his  two  sons,  al- 
ternately, and  died  in  1881.  John,  of  our  sketch, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  engaged  in  teaching.  On  the  6th  of 
October,  1842,  he  vvas  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Dunkelbai-ger,  who  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Pa., 
Aug.  4,  1825.  Her  parents  were  Jonathan  and 
Maria  Dunkelbarger,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  spent  their  entire  lives. 

Our  subject  after  his  marriage  farmed  for  a  time 
in  his  native  State,  and  upon  his  removal  to  Indi- 
ana, purchased  a  farm  in  Fountain  County,  upon 
which  he  operated  three  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1852  he  came  to  Illinois,  making  the  journey  over- 
land in  the  same  manner  in  which  he  had  removed 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  driving  his  stock  before. 
In  this  manner  he  Ijrought  sheep  and  hogs,  but  the 
price  for  these  being  very  low  he  lost  money  on 
them. 

Mr.  Zeigler  ui)on  coming  to  this  county  entei-ed 
160  acres  of  land  on  section  25,  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship, with  forty  acres  of  timber.  Here  he  built  a 
house,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  families  had 


no  neighbors  for  many  miles  around.  Deer,  wolves 
and  wild  turkeys  were  plentiful,  and  there  was  only 
one  school-house,  between  him  and  Puntiac.  Mr. 
.Zeigler  assisted  in  laying  off  roads  and  school  dis- 
tricts, locating  the  boundaries  of  the  township,  and 
was  otherwise  jjroniinent  in  its  development  and 
progress.  During  his  residence  there  of  twenty- 
nine  years  he  Iniilt  up  a  fine  farm,  but  finally  took 
up  his  residence  on  his  farm  in  Siuibury  Township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeigler  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  but  two  are  living — Benjamin 
and  George.  The  former  is  farming  in  Newtown 
Township,  and  the  latter  is  living  at  the  homestead. 
Jesse  R.  Brown,  a  grandson,  also  makes  his  home 
with  our  subject.  Mr.  Zeigler  contemplates  mak- 
ing his  future  home  in  New  Michigan,  where  he  has 
already  purchased  property.  He  has  been  active  in 
|)olitics  the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  votes  the 
Republican  ticket.  Religiously  he  belongs  to  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  in  which  he  has  officiated 
as  Class-Leader  for  twenty  years,  and  also  as 
Trustee. 


LVIN  GEORGE  CLARK  was  born  in  La- 
Salle  County,  III.,  Oct.  4,  1842,  and  was 
the  oldest  child  of  Charles  and  Olive 
(Slater)  Clark,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio 
and  New  Hampshire  respectivel}'.  His  parents 
came  to  LaSalle  County  probably  in  1888,  and 
remained  there  until  the  close  of  the  war.  when  they 
removed  to  Missouri,  and  settled  in  Johnson 
County.  The  father  remained  in  that  place  until 
his  death.  He  enlisted  in  the  1 04th  Illinois  Infantry 
on  its  formation,  and  served  until  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities, and  participated  in  many  battles,  including 
those  of  Shiloh,  Lookout  Motmtain,  Corinth  and 
Island  No.  10.  His  death  was  due  to  <lisease  in- 
curred while  in  the  service. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-two  he  left  home  and  began  life  for  him- 
self, having  been  married  Nov.  25,  1862,  to  Miss 
Susan  Withrow,  who  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada, 
Feb.  22,  1841.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Mar}'  (Harley)  Withrow,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
school    teacher.     Alvin  and  his  young    wife  com- 


-^^u 


1172 


I 


LIVINGSTON  COUNTY. 


menced  life  on  a  farm  in  LaSalle  Count}',  where 
the}-  remained  twoyeare,  but  in  1805  they  removed 
to  Livingston  County,  where  they  have  lived  ever 
since.  He  has  been  engaged  all  this  time  in  farm- 
ing. He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren— Thomas  A..  Ada  E.,  Delia  M.  and  Francis  C. 
Thomas  died  in  childhood.  Ada  is  the  wife  of  W. 
W.  Chapman.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
ties. 


ATTHIAS  TOMBAUGH.  latt'  a  prosjierous 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Odeil  Township, 
was  born  in  ^Vashington  County,  Pa.,  June 
11,  1835,  and  was  tlie  sixth  child  in  a 
family  of  ten  born  to  Matthias  and  Rachel  (Spohn) 
Tombaugh.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received 
a  good  education,  spending  some  time  in  Mt.  Union 
College,  Ohio.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  in  his  native  county  and  followed 
this  profession  ten  years,  in  which  lie  attained  to 
considerable  prominence,  officiating  as  Princiiial  in 
different  cities. 

During  the  late  war  Mr.  Tombaugh  was  anxious 
to  enter  the  ranks,  Init  could  not  do  so  on  account 
of  ill-health.  He  came  to  the  West  in  1 865,  with 
liis  wife,  formerly  Miss  Elvira  J.  Lethernian,  to 
wiioni  he  was  married  Jan.  30,  1862.  She  was  also 
born  in  Washington  County,  June  11,  1838,  in  the 
township  adjoining  that  <>f  her  husband.  She  wa.s 
the  youngest  of  the  nine  children  born  to  John  and 
Christina  (Myers)  Letherman,  also  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Her  father  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
and  S|)ent  his  life  in  his  native  State. 

Mr.  Tombaugh  landed  in  Illinois  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1865,  and  shortly  afterward  purchased  320 
acres  of  partly  improved  land  in  Reading  Town- 
ship. L.at€r  he  was  joined  by  his  family,  but  sold 
this  farm  about  three  years  afterward.  He  then 
traveled  through  several  of  the  Western  States,  but 
finally  returned  to  this  county  and  purchased  a 
farm  in  Sunbury  Township,  where  he  farmed  and 
taught  school,  and  in  the  fall  of  I87:f,  after  serving 
two  or  three  terms  :is  Sui)ervisor,  was  elected  Comity 
Su|)erint<;ndent  of  Schools,  in  which  cap.icity  he 
served  nine  years.  In  1876  he  exchanged  his  farm 
In  Sunbur}'  Township  for  240  acres  near  the  village, 


where  he  took  up  his  residence.  He  was  afterward 
elected  Supervisor  for  Odell  Township,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Tombaugh  left  a  fine  farm  of  ;'>58  acres  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  with  first-class  build- 
ings. He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  together  with  his  excel- 
lent wife,  labored  for  the  advancement  of  Christi- 
anity, both  in  the  Sunday-school  and  elsewhere,  as 
opportunity  offered.  His  career  was  cut  short 
while  he  was  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  was  very 
fond  of  fishing,  and  on  the  13th  of  May,  1887,  this 
time  rather  reluctantly,  set  out  as  usual  to  the 
river  accompanied  by  his,son  and  two  hired  men. 
They  had  gone  early,  and  about  8  o'clock  one  of 
the  men  slipped  over  the  dam,  and  being  likely  to 
drown,  Mr.  Tombaugh,  hastening  to  his  assistance, 
stepped  too  near  the  treacherous  surface  and  was 
also  precipitated  into  the  water  below.  His  son 
sprang  in  to  save  him,  but  Mr.  T.  seemed  to  have 
been  stunned  by  the  fall  and  could  not  help  him- 
self. He  dragged  his  son  to  the  bottom  twice 
with  him,  when  the  latter  also  began  to  fail,  and 
was  ol.)liged  to  release  his  hold.  The  son  succeeded 
in  getting  to  shore,  but  the  father  had  sunk  to  rise 
no  more.  This  atfliction  to  the  family  was  pecul- 
iarly distressing,  as  his  son,  Raymond  R.,  had  about 
a  year  previc>usly  met  his  death  after  bathing  in  the 
river. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tombaugh  vvere  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  living.  They  have  in- 
herited those  admirable  traits  of  character  which 
will  make  of  them  honest  men  and  good  citizens. 

7  OHN  THOMAS  McCLINTOCK,  of  Eppard's 
I  Point  Township,  operates  forty-eight  acres 
of  improved  land,  and  stands  well  among  his 
/  fellow-citizens.  He  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
Sept.  I'J,  1819,  and  removed  with  his  parents  when 
five  years  of  age  to  Ohio.  After  a  residence  there  of 
twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  teaching,  he  removed  to  Indiana,  and 
from  there  three  years  later  to  this  State,  becoming 
a  resident  of  this  county  in  1868.  He  is  a  natural 
farmer  and  horticulturist,  and  takes  pride  in  beau- 
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tifying  his  surroundings,  which  attract  much  atten- 
tion from  the  passers-by. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William,  and  his 
grandfather  Joseph  MeClintock,  the  former  a  native 
of  Kentuek}',  and  the  latter  settling  in  the  Blue  Grass 
regions  about  the  time  that  Daniel  Boone  was  be- 
coming famous.  The  family'  is  of  Scotch  and  Irish 
descent.  William  MeClintock  and  his  wife  became 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  six  of  whom  were 
born  in  Kentucky  and  six  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio. 
In  the  latter  place  the  parents  spent  their  last  years, 
the  father  dying  in  1851,  when  sixty-five  years  old, 
and  the  mother  in  185.5  or  1856,  when  about  sixty- 
three.  But  three  of  their  children  are  now  living: 
Daniel,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Henry,  of  Springfield, 
Ohio;  and  John  T.  of  our  sketch. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  formerly  Miss  An- 
gelina G.,  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  Eccles,  one  of 
the  military  men  of  Kentucky,  full  of  patriotism, 
and  an  expert  in  drilling  soldiers.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
MeClintock  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  who 
died  young,  Sarah  Jennie,  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 
and  Mary  Gertrude,  at  sixteen  months.  The  former 
was  a  very  bright  child,  and  even  at  that  early  age 
had  developed  a  great  talent  for  composition.  Her 
parents  preserve  with  religious  care  a  little  book  in 
which  tiie  child  had  noted  down  manj'  of  her 
thoughts  and  fancies. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  reared  Presby- 
terians, but  are  now  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  with  which  Mr.  McC.  has  been  connected 
since  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  in  which  he 
officiated  as  an  Elder  from  the  fall  of  1851  to  1880. 
He  has  also  been  a  Deacon,  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  chief  pillars.  Politicallj'  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  a  warm  admirer  of  President  Cleveland. 

«HOMAS  N.  YOUNG  is  now  occupying  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  Postmaster  of  Cornell, 
Amity  Township,  which  position  he  deserves, 
both  because  of  his  fitness  and  as  a  recognition  of 
the  services  he  has  I'endered  to  the  party  in  power 
in  the  N.ational  Government.  Mr.  Young  was  born 
on  the  9th  of  June,  1843,  in  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
and  is  the  son  of  Simon  K.  and  Barbara  B.   (Reyn- 
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olds)  Young,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Ohio. 
The  father  was  born  on  the  Uthof  November,  1815, 
and  died  on  the  29th  of  July,  1872,  aged  fifty -six 
years,  and  the  mother  was  born  on  the  20th  of 
April,  1808.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Stephen 
Reynolds,  Sr.,  and  Barbara  (Northrup)  Reynolds, 
natives  of  Rhode  Island.  Her  father  was  born  July 
28,  1774,  and  died  Aug.  2,  1842;  her  mother  was 
born  Nov.  4,  1769,  and  died  Jan.  28,  1843.  Ste- 
l^hen  Reynolds  and  Barbara  Northrup  were  married 
in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  23,  1791,  and 
came  to  Ohio  in  1802,  before  that  State  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  mother  of  our 
subject  are  as  follows:  George  Tiffany  was  born 
March  27,  1792;  Lavinia,  born  June  2,  1793,  and 
died  Aug.  12,  1838,  in  Livingston  Countj",  111.; 
Oliver,  born  Aug.  20,  1794;  Thomas  Northrup, 
born  Sept.  25,  1795,  died  April  29,  1868,  aged 
seventy-two  years;  Susannah,  born  Sept.  12,  1797; 
Olive,  born  May  28,  1799,  died  Jan.  20,  1817; 
Joseph,  born  Sept.  21,  1801,  died  Feb.  9,1857, 
aged  fifty-six  years ;  John  Wilson,  born  Dec.  2,  1803, 
in  Ohio ;  Stephen,  born  March  4,  1 806,  died  Feb. 
22,  1865,  aged  fifty-eight  years;  Barbara  B.,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  born  in  April,  1808;  Cor- 
nelius W.,  born  Jan.  2,  1811,  died  Jan.  31,  1887; 
he  was  the  first  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Livingston 
County.  Samuel  K.,  born  April  24,  1814,  was  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Livingston  County,  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  had  two  children,  .Susan  Ann 
being  the  name  of  the  other;  she  was  born  on  the 
loth  of  September,  1844,  and  died  in  Livingston 
County  May  14,  1861,  aged  sixteen  years. 

Thomas  N.  Young,  our  subject,  was  married  to 
Martha  Ann  McKee,  on  the  29th  of  December, 
1865.  She  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy 
McKee,  born  on  the  28th  of  June,  1848,  and  died 
on  the  14th  of  August,  1871,  aged  twenty-three 
years.  Mr.  Young  again  married,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Werner,  who  was  born 
on  the  22dof  December,  1839.  The  marriage  took 
place  on  the  29th  of  February,  1872.  The  result  of 
this  union  has  been  two  children:  Augustine  H., 
born  July  5,  1874,  and  Barbara  O.,  Aug.  22, 
1879.     Both  these  children   are  at   home  and   the 
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former  is  making  good  progress  at  school.  Mr. 
Young  enlisted  in  Company  F,  -'iSd  Illinois  Veteran 
Infantry,  in  April,  18G4,  and  served  in  that  regi- 
ment until  December,  186,t.  During  his  service  he 
was  ill  the  engagement  at  Mobile,  and  at  Ft. 
Blakesley,  receiving  a  Ijroken  ankle  while  on  duty  at 
Bj»you  Bloneff,  La.,  Dec.  25,  18G4. 

Mr.  Young  owns  some  valuable  property  in  the 
town  of  Cornell,  which  includes  a  house  and  lot,  also 
one  store  building,  and  a  v.acant  lot.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  besides  the  Government 
appointment  which  he  now  holds,  he  has  filled  the 
official  positions  of  Township  .School  Treasurer  and 
Assessor.  He  is  a  member  of  Beacon  Lodge  No. 
618,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Cornell,  is  a  comrade  of  Cornell 
Post  No.  '223,  G.  A.  R.,  is  a  member  of  the  Good 
Templai's,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church,  as  w:is  his  late  wife,  who  died  on  the  14th 
of  August,  1871,  at  Jacksonville,  111.  Mrs.  Young 
came  to  Livingstim  County  in  the  spring  of   1851. 


/^^  HRLST  GMELICII  is  one  of  the  extensive 
fl(  farmers  and  stock-raisers  on  section  7,  Amit3' 

^^y  Township.  He  w.as  born  in  Wurtemberg, 
Germanj-,  Sept.  6,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Philip 
and  Magdalene  (^Valter)  Gmelich,  farmers  in  Ger- 
man}', where  the  father  died  in  1852  at  the  age  of 
sixty  years,  and  the  mother  in  1853,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years.  To  them  were  born  the  following- 
named  children:  Sophia,  Christina,  Delina  and 
Christ.  Sophia  was  born  in  1826,  and  came  to 
America  in  1854;  she  married  William  Everet,  who 
died  in  1876,  leaving  her  witii  five  children  living 
in  Pittsburgh.  Christina  was  born  in  1829,  and  died 
in  1881  in  Germany;  she  married  Mr.  Keel)ler  and 
liad  a  family  of  four  children.  Delina  was  born  in 
183'J,  and  died  in  1877;  her  death  was  caused  liy 
being  thrown  fiom  a  bi-idge  by  a  train  of  cars  near 
PitUnburgh,  Pa. 

In  1853  our  subject  came  t<j  the  United  States, 
and  on  tlie  21.st  of  February-,  185H,  he  married  Miss 
Johanna  Winkler,  of  Brunswick,  Nortli  Germany. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  Winkler, 
who  were  the  parents  of  the  following-named  chil- 
dren: Anna,  Henry,  Jolianna,  Dorothy  and  Christ. 
4«  — ^ 


Anna  married  Henry  Hoover,  by  whom  she  had 
three  children,  and  died  in  German}';  Henry  is 
married  and  lives  in  Germany;  Johanna  is  the  wife 
of  our  subject;  Dorothy  died  in  1864;  she  came  to 
America  in  1855,  and  was  married  to  Justice  Wag- 
ner, by  whom  she  h.ad  three  children,  and  died  in 
Iliin^iis.  Christ  resides  in  Germany.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gmelich  have  been  born  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: William,  on  the  31st  of  IM.ay,  1859;  Lew  Al- 
bert, April  5,  1862;  Matilda  C,  Oct.  29,1863; 
Sophia,  May  5,  1867;  Robert  Christ,  Feb.  3,  1870, 
and  Daniel  Edwin,  May  1,  1879.  These  children 
all  reside  at  home,  engaged  in  assisting  their  parents 
upon  the  farm  and  attending  the  common  schools. 
Mr.  Gmelich's  excellent  farm  consists  of  279 
acres,  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  on 
which  are  erected  good  and  commodious  farm 
buildings,  a  view  of  which  is  shown  elsewhere  in 
this  work;  the  farm  is  watered  and  vvell  drained  by 
Mole  Creek.  Besides  farming  Mr.  Gmelicli  gives 
considerable  attention  to  a  high  grade  of  Norman 
horses,  and  graded  hogs  and  cattle.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics  and  wields  considerable  influ- 
ence with  his  part}'.  Because  of  his  interest  in 
educational  matters  he  has  been  selected  for  several 
terms  to  fill  the  responsible  position  of  School  Di- 
rector. He  is  an  active  and  progressive  citizen  and 
participates  in  all  matters  calculated  to  benefit  the 
communit}-.  He  and  his  wife  and  two  children, 
Tilda  and  Robert,  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  in  the  affairs  of  which  they  tike  an  active 
Jiart. 

jf^  ENRY  C.  LIST,  who  is  the  '•  Vill.age  Black- 
'jfyi]  smith"  of  Fayette,  is  a  native  of  Tazewell 
/llj^  County,  this  State,  and  was  born  Jan.  5, 
(^  1842.  His  i)arents,  Lewis  and  Kate  (Ga- 
ble) List,  natives  of  Germany,  formed  their  ac- 
quaintance on  board  the  vessel  coming  to  America, 
about  1H30.  Each  was  alone  and  comparatively 
frendless,  and  they  concluded  the  most  sensible 
thing  would  be  to  unite  theii'  fortunes  and  assist 
each  other  in  the  furtiier  journey  of  life.  They  set- 
tled in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  wedding  occurred 
six  months  later.  They  remained  in  the  Keystone 
State    about    three  years,    then  came   to 
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County,  111.,  where  the  husband  followed  farming, 
varied  by  a  little  shoeinakiug-  for  the  neighbors,  he 
having  served  an  ap|)renticeship  at  this  trade. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  eight  are  living.  They  were 
named  respectively:  Jacob,  Adam,  John,  Lewis, 
George,  Frederick,  Christopher,  Mary  and  Henry; 
Mary  died  in  infancy.  Henry  C.  remained  with 
his  parents  on  tiie  farm  in  Tazewell  County,  work- 
ing during  summer  and  attending  school  in  winter, 
until  1860,  when  he  started  out  for  himself  and  for 
four  years  worked  as  a  farm  laborer.  He  then 
served  an  apprenticeship  at  the  blacksmith's  trade 
under  the  instruction  of  Benjamin  Tobias,  at  Wash- 
ington, III.,  and  after  leaving  the  shop  was  em- 
ployed by  the  day  at  his  trade  for  a  period  of  six 
years. 

Mr.  List,  in  1875,  established  himself  at  Strawn, 
in  this  county,  setting  up  a  shop  of  his  own,  where 
he  commands  the  entire  patronage  of  the  place,  as 
his  is  the  only  establishment  of  the  kind.  He  chose 
for  his  wife  a  maiden  of  this  region,  Miss  Maggie 
Schmaltz,  to  whom  he  vv.as  married  Oct.  17,  1878. 
Mrs.  List  is  a  native  of  Germanj^  and  the  daughter 
/of  highly  respected  citizens.  This  marriage  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  two  children — Clara  M.,  who 
was  born  Nov.  14,  1879,  and  Gertrude  Fr.ances, 
Nov.  23,  1884.  They  occupj'  a  neat  and  comfort- 
able home,  and  enjoy  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
many  friends. 

Mr.  List,  politically,  is  an  uncompromising  Dem- 
ocrat, a  man  of  decided  views  and  opinions,  and 
has  been  School  Director  of  District  No.  2  since 
1885. 

lf|_^  ANS  LARSON  TUESBURG,  deceased,  was 
k''^')  born  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  and  reared 
i^^Jy  to  a  seafaring  life.  After  receiving  a  liberal 
(l®^  education,  he  'earned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
after  whicli  he  entered  the  Danish  Navy  and  was 
soon  made  a  Lieutenant.  During  the  bombardment 
of  Copenhagen  he  distinguished  himself,  and  shortly 
afterward  left  the  naval  service  and  entered  the 
merchant  marine.  F'or  fifteen  years  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  trade  between  Hamburg  and  Rio 
Janeiro,  and   afterward   between  Copenhagen   and 


Valparaiso.  Rounding  Cape  Horn  twice  a  year  for 
more  than  fifteen  years,  without  a  single  accident, 
is  a  testimony  to  his  seamanship.  In  1835  he  re- 
solved to  leave  the  sea,  and  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  Accordingly  he  landed  at  New 
York  to  look  for  an  opportunity  to  engage  in  some 
line  of  business.  The  year  previous,  three  land 
agents,  Josiaii  James,  John  Harris  and  William 
Sampson,  had  organized  a  scheme  of  colonization 
for  their  land  in  Central  Illinois.  Mr.  Tuesburg 
joined  a  company  bound  for  that  region,  among 
whom  were  the  following  parties:  David  Roberts, 
Charles  Jones,  John  Harris,  Dr.  Shaw,  A.Haywood, 
A.  Richmond,  G.  Richmond,  H.  Richmond,  and 
others  to  the  number  of  twenty.  The}'  left  New  York 
on  the  1st  of  October  and  traveled  by  way  of  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  across  the  country 
to  the  Ohio  River.  The  balance  of  the  trip  followed 
the  cour.se  of  the  Ohio  River  to  its  mouth,  thence 
up  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers  to  the  mouth 
of  ApiJle  Creek.  From  there  they  crossed  the 
country  to  Jacksonville,  where  they  remained  all 
winter,  and  in  the  spring  removed  to  Tazewell 
County  where  the}'  settled.  E.ach  one  of  the  col- 
onists was  allowed  to  purchase  but  one-quarter  of 
a  section  to  start  with.  The  land-owners  had  laid 
out  a  town  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Tre- 
mont,  and  each  purchaser  of  160  acres  of  land  was 
to  be  given  three  lots  in  the  new  town  gratis.  The 
colonists  soon  built  up  a  prosperous  and  happy  so- 
ciet}',  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  present  thriv- 
ing county  of  Tazewell. 

In  1835  the  subject  of  this  sketch  entered  into 
a  contract  to  bring  a  stock  of  merch.andise  to  Tre- 
mont  for  a  merchant  named  Flager  who  was  going 
into  the  business  at  th.at  place.  On  his  arrival  with 
the  goods,  he  found  such  a  contented  and  happy 
community  that  he  resolved  to  remain  there,  and 
aoain  engaged  in  carpentering,  the  ti'ade  he  liad 
learned  in  his  youtli.  In  October,  1839,  he  married 
Mrs.  Estelle  Spaulding,  the  daughter  of  Charles 
Jones  and  widow  of  Adam  Spaulding,  who  was  a 
native  of  Chambersford.  Mass.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  Adtr,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Laust  Hanson,  deceased;  Lawrence,  deceased; 
Charles  H.  and  Lawrence.  Laust  Hanson  enlisted 
in  Company    G,  4th    Illinois    Cavalry,  under  Col. 
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Cook,  and  was  killed  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss.  The 
younger  Lawrence  is  engaged  in  the  machinerj'  trade 
at  Ottawa,  111.  Mr.  Tiieshurg  died  in  April,  lSi>9. 
His  widow  still  survives  him,  and  resides  on  the  farm 
with  her  S(.>n  Charles  H.,  with  whom  she  has  always 
made  her  home.  She  is  a  hale  and  hearty  matron 
of  eighty  years,  with  a  bright  and  clear  intellect 
and  a  memory  replete  with  incidents  of  their  early 
colonial  settlement.  She  and  her  husband  were 
both  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

S^  K.  DANN  BREWER,  of  Fairbury,  a  pr.ac- 
jjl  titioner  of  the  Eclectic  School,  has  been 
remarkably  successful  in  his  pursuance  of 
the  practice  of  medicine,  and  although 
comparatively  a  young  man,  has  clearly  distanced 
many  who  have  had  more  experience  and  count  a 
greater  number  of  j-ears.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  in  the  town  of  Warren,  Trum- 
bull County,  Jan.  22,  1843. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Sylvester  and  Sarah 
(Hake)  Brewer,  were  natives  respeetivel}'  of  Ver- 
mont .and  Pennsylvania.  The  father  w.as  born  in 
180;j,  and  emigrated  from  his  native  State  to  Wis- 
consin in  1853.  He  departed  this  life  in  Jefferson, 
Wis.,  in  1874,  after  reaching  the  advanced  age  of 
seventy-five  3'ears.  The  mother  is  of  Pennsylvania 
stock  and  is  still  living  in  Jefferson  County:  she 
belongs  to  the  .Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
parental  household  included  eleven  children,  of. 
whom  one  died  in  infancy.  The  eldest  son,  Frank, 
is  a  practicing  physician  of  Evanston,  111.;  Horatio 
is  deceased;  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  William 
ThaUiher  and  is  now  living  in  Ohio;  Leah  died 
when  twenty-seven  years  old  ;  Dann  of  our  sketch 
was  the  fifth  child;  Marietta,  Mrs.  Webber;  Peter, 
Sylvester  H..  Jay,  .Sar.ali  mihI  Cynthia  comiirise  the 
remainder  of  the  family. 

The  education  of  our  subject  connnenced  after 
the  removal  of  his  father  to  Wisconsin,  and  making 
good  ii.'m:  of  his  time  during  his  school  days,  he 
commenced  teaching  at  an  early  age,  and  in  1870 
became  Princijtal  of  the  Waukesha  Reform  School, 
where  he  acquitted   himself  with  great  credit.     In 


the  meantime  he  had  given  his  leisure  hours  to  the 
perusal  of  medical  works,  and  shortly  after  coming 
to  this  county,  in  March,  1873,  entered  Bennett 
Medical  College  at  Chicago,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  first  honors  in  the  spring  of  1876, 
and  began  practice  at  F'airbury.  Two  years  later  he 
took  a  course  at  Hahnemann  College,  Chicago,  and 
.afterward  attended  a  clinical  course  of  lectures  in 
the  Cook  County  Hosi)ital;  he  has  become  one  of 
the  leading  physicians  in  Livingston  County. 

Dr.  Brewer  was  married  in  Fairbury,  May  10, 
1882,  to  Miss  Lottie  Rogers,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
who  was  born  in  August,  1855.  Mrs.  Brewer  is  a 
lady  of  fine  literary  attainments,  and  a  disciple  of 
the  Western  Female  University  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  and 
is  also  a  gradu.ate  of  the  Chautauqua  Literary  So- 
ciety. Thej'  occu|i3'  one  of  the  most  .attractive 
little  dwellings  in  the  city,  which,  within  and  with- 
out, furnishes  ample  evidence  of  the  refinement  of 
its  inmates.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Christian  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  a  cheerful  and  liberal  supporter,  contributing 
materially  to  the  erection  of  their  church  edifice. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
has  taken  the  Knight  Templar's  degree,  being  for 
two  j'ears  Eminent  Commander,  besides  holding 
the  various  offices  in  his  lodge. 


!)HOMAS  C.  SPENCER,  one  of  the  solid  men 
of  Poorest  Township,  is  a  native  of  the  Prai- 
rie State,  and  was  born  in  the  pioneer  daj'S, 
in  November,  1826.  His  early  home  was  in  Schuj^- 
ler  County,  and  his  parents  were  William  M.  and 
Rachel  (Brooks)  Spencer,  natives  respectively'  of 
Ireland  and  Massachusetts. 

William  M.  Spencer  emigrated  from  his  native 
country  while  a  youth,  and  settled  first  in  Law- 
rence County,  this  State,  in  1804,  while  it  was  still 
a  Territory.  He  occupied  himself  in  tilling  the 
l)rimitive  soil,  and  established  a  gristmill  on  wh.at 
was  then  the  Little  Fimbarras  River.  This  he  oper- 
ated a  good  many  years,  but  on  account  of  the 
troubles  connected  with  the  War  of  1812,  was 
oi)liged  to  abandon  it  for  a  time.  On  his  premises 
a  family  of  eight  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  and 
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he,  with  the  other  inhabitants  of  that  section,  was 
obliged  to  keep  a  constant  watch  to  preserve  his 
life.  The  savages  murclered  the  settlers  indiscrim- 
inatel_y,  sparing  neither  women  nor  children.  Mr. 
Spencer  finally  crossed  the  Mississippi  and  made 
his  home  near  Waterloo,  Iowa,  in  1854,  where  his 
death  took  place  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  when  he  was  making  his  home  with  a  daugh- 
ter; the  mother  had  passed  away  some  years  before, 
at  the  age  of  seventy. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married,  hav- 
ing six  children  by  his  first  wife.  This  ladj'  was  in 
her  girlhood  Miss  Lorana  Snow,  who  died  when 
middle  aged.  He  was  subsequently  married  to  Miss 
Rachel  Brooks,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  two  now  living,  namely :  Ritcheson 
and  Thomas  C.  Thomas  C.  remained  at  home  un- 
til twenty-five  years  of  age  and  then  started  out  for 
himself.  One  of  his  first  steps  toward  the  establish- 
ment of  a  home  was  his  marriage,  Sept.  28,  1851, 
to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Bocock,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
born  in  Highland  County,  in  1832.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Spencer  began  life  together  on  a  farm  near  the 
town  of  Canton,  111.,  and  in  due  time  the  little 
household  was  enlarged  by  the  birth  of  seven  chil- 
dren, four  living,  namely :  James  A.,  William  G.. 
Samuel  W.  and  Jesse  O.  One  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters are  deceased,  namelj' :  Theodocia  E.,  Maggie 
E.  and  John  U.  The  latter  died  when  an  infant; 
Maggie  passed  away  when  an  interesting  child 
twelve  j^ears  of  age,  Feb.  27,  1873;  Theodocia 
died  at  the  homestead  in  Belle  Plaine  Township, 
Oct.  16,  1865;  James  and  Samuel  are  married,  the 
former  being  occupied  as  engineer  in  an  oilmill  at 
Oilman,  and  the  latter  is  engaged  in  farming. 
Samuel  is  carrjing  on  stock-raising  in  Lake  View, 
Ore. ;  William  is  working  at  the  trade  of  carpenter, 
at  Lake  View,  Ore.,  and  is  interested  in  the  farm 
with  Samuel. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, and  in  earh'  life  was  trained  to  habits  of 
industry.  While  in  Marshall  County  he  held  the 
offices  of  School  Trustee  and  Justice  of  the  Peace 
nine  years,  and  was  Township  Clerk  four  years. 
Politically,  he  is  Republican,  and  with  his  estima- 
ble lady  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  at  Fairbury,  in  which  he 
■  ^4« ^ 


ofBciates  as  Clerk,  and  is  otherwise  prominently 
identified  with  its  interests.  The  farm  of  Mr. 
Spencer  lies  on  section  6,  and  comprises  forty-eight 
acres,  where  he  carries  on  agriculture,  and  also  a 
dairy.  His  farm  lias  a  great  variety  of  fruit  trees 
of  all  kinds,  and  is  al)Out  equi-distant  from  Forest 
and  Fairbury. 


'ill  OHN  C.  GEORGE,  the  Postmaster  of  Dwight, 
is  a  native  of  Barnesville,  Belmont  Co.,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  Oct.  19,  1833.  The  familj'  is 
^f^J)  of  Irish  extraction,  John  George,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  liaving  come  from  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, near  Belfast,  when  some  nineteen  years  of  age. 
He  settled  in  Mar3'land,  and  there  married  Ann 
Cross,  who  was  the  mother  of  tiie  following  children  : 
Sarah  A.,  Edward,  James  C,  Priscilla  A.,  Margaret, 
John  C,  Leatliey,  Louisa,  Benjamin  C,  Elizabeth 
N.  and  Rebecca  J. 

The  father  of  our  subject  removed  with  his  little 
family  to  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  among  the  pio- 
neers of  that  region,  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1865  he  removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Nevada  Township  in  this  county,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1876,  when  he  departed  "to 
the  pale  realms  of  death."  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Our  subject  passed  his  early  life  upon  his  father's 
place,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  period.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one 
he  left  home  and  came  to  Nevada  Township,  arriv- 
ing here  on  the  8th  of  October,  1854.  The  town 
of  Dwight  had  been  laid  out  during  the  summer, 
but  the  site  was  so  low  and  wet  that  James  C. 
George,  a  brother  of  John,  refused  an  offer  of 
eighty  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  corporation  as  a 
gift,  considering  it  worthless.  John  C.  George 
purchased  land  in  the  vicinity.  It  was  at  that  time 
covered  with  heav}'  grass,  which  was  some  twelve 
feet  high  in  low  places.  He  commenced  immediately 
to  improve  his  farm,  and  make  a  home.  Having 
now  the  cage  prepared,  in  1856  he  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Clarkson,  a  daughter  of  Egbert  and  Maria 
(Joycox)  Clarkson.  On  the  5tli  of  August,  1862, 
Mr.  George,  imbued  with  intense  patriotism,  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  129th  Illinois  Infantry,  and    y 
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served  throughout  the  war.  With  his  regiment  he 
was  employed  in  guard  duty,  etc.,  until  the  spring 
of  18G4,  when  they  joined  Gon.  W.  T.  Sliernian, 
and  with  that  niatcliless  leader  began  the  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  Mr.  George  participated  in  tlie 
Itattle  of  Resaca  and  the  other  contests  around  At- 
lanta, at  Pcachtree  Creek,  Burnt  Hicliory,  and 
others  of  that  great  campaign.  After  participating 
in  the  grand  review  in  Washington  he  was  mustered 
out  on  the  8th  of  June,  1865,  and  honorably  dis- 
charged. He  at  once  returned  home  and  began 
farming.  Three  years  later  he  moved  to  D wight 
Village  and  began  contracting  in  railroad  work, 
which  he  continued  for  man^' years,  until  appointed 
Postmaster  in  1886.     His  wife  died  in  1887. 

In  political  opinions  Mr.  G.  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat. He  is  a  member  of  Dwight  Post  No.  626, 
G.  A.  R..  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  Pioneer  .Society 
of  Dwight,  and  is  a  popular  and  esteenieil  citizen. 
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>F_^()X.  AMOS  M.  JOHNSON  was  born  in  New 
l!)j)  Lebanon,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  3, 
^)^  1819.  He  was  reared  a  farmer's  boj",  and 
(^)  until  sixteen  years  of  age  attended  winter 
schools.  On  reaching  his  sixteenth  year,  he  matric- 
ulated at  Wilbraliani  College,  Mass.,  and  following 
the  curriculum  of  that  institution,  was  graduated 
therefrom  with  hf)nors.  Hoping  to  better  his  finan- 
cial condition  in  the  fast-growing  West,  he  mi- 
grated to  this  State  and  located  at  Fannington, 
Fulton  Count}-.  There  he  studied  medicine  in  the 
oIKce  and  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Christie. 
Later,  he  attended  Rush  Medical  College,  Chicago, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  and  received  his  di- 
ploma. Returning  to  Fulton  County,  he  hung  out 
hi.s  shingle  at  V'eriiiont,  and  entered  upon  what 
proved  to  be  a  very  successful  and  iciniuicrative 
practice. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  wiili  AHss 
.Melissa  H.  Kinney,  a  charming  and  accomplished 
young  lady  of  Farrnington.  III.,  in  I  Hi;!.  Contin- 
uing his  practice  in  \'crnioiil  until  l«.')l,  during 
which  time  he  was  also  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness with  his  father,   h<'  moved   to  Ipava,  Fulton 
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Comity.  There  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  with  his  brother  Deloss,  and  they  success- 
full}-  conducted  the  same  until  1854.  During  that 
year  Dr.  Johnson  purchased  300  acres  of  land  in 
McDonough  County.  Moving  his  familj-  upon  this 
land,  he  superintended  its  cultivation,  at  the  same 
time  practicing  his  profession,  and  was  thus  occu- 
pied for  about  two  j'ears.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
the  land  business  at  Vermont,  and  traveled  over 
many  of  the  Southern  States  in  the  interest  of  his 
business.  Returning  to  Fulton  County,  he  sold  his 
farm  for  §8,000  in  gt)ld,  and  moved  to  Vermont. 
There  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  business  with 
his  two  brothers,  William  K.  and  F.  I.  Johnson, 
which  relationship  existed  until  18.59. 

During  the  latter  j^ear  Dr.  Johnson  moved  to 
Peoria,  this  State,  and  was  the  capitalist  among  the 
incorporators  of  the  great  American  Potter3'at  that 
place.  In  this  adventure  he  lost  $50,000  in  cash, 
and  four  years  after  going  to  Peoria  he  found  him- 
self without  a  dollar,  and  a  large  family  on  his  hands. 
He  kissed  his  wife  and  children,  told  the  boj's  to 
"  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door,"  and  started  South 
to  act  as  surgeon  in  the  1 19th  Illinois  Infantry,  Col. 
T.  J.  Xinney  commanding.  On  reaching  the  regi- 
ment, the  vacanc.v  was  filled,  and  Dr.  Johnson  went 
to  buying  cotton.  Jn  less  than  a  year  he  returned 
to  Peoria  with  $7,000,  and  walking  into  the  room 
threw  it  into  his  wife's  lap,  remarking,  "  That's  a 
pretty  good  year's  work."  The  writer  heard  him 
say  it,  and  was  one  of  the  "tickled"  company. 

In  1864  Dr.  Johnson  moved  his  family  to  Osce- 
ola, Ark.,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
raising  cotton.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature in  1868,  and  served  with  distinction.  The 
feeling  was  strong  against  Northern  men  in  that 
part  of  the  State ;  rebels  who  had  been  whipped  in 
honorable  warfare  were  smarting  from  their  defeat. 
Dr.  Johnson,  d.ay  after  day  and  night  after  night, 
rode  among  them  and  administered  to  their  wants, 
and  never  charged  a  dollar.  How  glad  they  were 
t(j  see  his  face  when  languishing  on  beds  of  sickness, 
and  yet  they  killed  him — killed  him  because  he 
loved  his  country,  and  dared  to  express  his  belief 
that  "  the  North  was  right  and  the  South  was  wrong." 
Aug.  24,  1 869,  they  shot  him,  as  the  moon  was  hidden 
by  the  blackened  clouds  of  night,  and  not  a  single 
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twinkling  star  shone  forth  to  testify  to  their  ac- 
cursed deed.  His  remains  were  laid  to  rest  at  his 
old  home  of  Vermont,  Fulton  Co.,  111. 

Of  the  union  of  Dr.  Johnson  with  Miss  Kinuej', 
nine  children  were  born,  five  boys  and  four  girls. 
Two  have  gone  to  meet  their  father  on  the  other 
shore,  and  seven  yet  remain.  Of  the  latter,  four 
are  living  in  this  county,  viz.:  Eugene;  Minnie, 
Mrs.  Redfern;  Jennie,  Mrs.  Easton,  and  Ella,  Mrs. 
Westervelt;  the  others  are  Da3'ton,  Oscar  and  Lew. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  children  in  this  countv. 


'T/ESSE  SLYDER,  a  retired  farmer  and  auc- 
tioneer of  Dwight,  is  of  Scotch  and  Welsh 
ancestay  on  his  father's  side,  while  on  his 
mother's  he  is  German.  A  branch  of  the 
Slyder  family  crossed  the  Atlantic;  at  an  early  day 
and  located  in  Maryland,  where  William  Slyder, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born.  He  was  fairly 
educated,  and  was  employed  both  as  school  teacher 
and  shoemaker  in  his  native  State  until  removing  to 
Franklin  Countj^,  Pa. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Miss  Elizabeth  Shull,  and  was  a  native  of  Mary- 
land. Jesse  Slyder  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  where  he  received  a 
common-school  education  and  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing pursuits.  Earl3'  in  life  he  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  en- 
gaged as  a  teamster  from  Chambersburg  to  Balti- 
more and  Pittsburgh.  This  was  before  the  days  of 
railroads,  when  freight  had  to  be  transported  by 
wagons — immense  structures,  capable  of  carrying 
five  tons,  and  drawn  by  six  horses.  They  were 
built  very  clumsilj'  and  were  very  heavy,  the  tire 
of  the  wheels  being  four  inches  in  width,  and  the 
wagon  alone  being  a  load  for  one  pair  of  horses  ; 
the  harness  corresponded  with  the  carriage.  The 
roads  were  turnpike  and  a  great  many  men  were 
employed  in  this  freighting  business.  It  required 
no  little  skill  to  manage  tlie  six  horses,  but  young 
Slyder  was  equal  to  the  emergency  aiid  soon  became 
as  proficient  as  the  rest.    The  route  from  Chambers- 


burg to  Pittsburgh  covered  a  distance  of  115  miles, 
and  our  subject  frequently  crossed  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  in  the  dead  of  winter  and  in  the  midst 
of  blinding  snowstorms.  Little  account  was  taken 
of  these  storms,  however,  and  no  stop  made  unless 
the  road  was  utterly  impassable.  There  were 
stations  along  the  route  called  taverns,  which  were 
provided  with  spacious  stable  yards  capable  of  ac- 
commodating a  large  numl>crof  hursesand  wagons. 
The  animals  were  sheltered  from  the  weather  simply 
by  a  large  woolen  blanket  and  plenty  of  straw. 
They  were  well  fed,  and  frequently  came  out  in  the 
spring  in  better  condition  than  wiien  they  started. 

Mr.  Slyder,  during  the  summer,  followed  farm- 
ing, and  oceujiied  himself  with  teaming  in  the  winter 
seasons.  The  owners  of  the  teams  formed  caravans 
of  126  horses  and  three  men  each,  and  employed  an 
agent  along  the  line  to  look  after  their  interests. 
Mr.  Slyder  became  one  of  these  agents  and  traveled 
on  in  advance  of  the  teams  to  arrange  for  accom- 
modations at  the  stopping  places,  and  on  the  return 
trip  settled  for  the  provisions  which  the  men  and 
animals  consumed.  An  idea  of  the  magnitude  of 
these  transactions  may  be  obtained  from  the  fact 
that  in  the  course  of  two  j-ears  Mr.  S.  for  this  pur- 
pose paid  out  §100.000. 

Our  subject  continued  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
1837  was  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss  Hannah  L. 
Minger,  of  Franklin  County,  that  State.  They  be- 
gan life  together  in  a  little  liome  in  that  county, 
and  in  due  time  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, namely:  William,  Susan,  Samuel,  Jesse  L., 
Hattie,  David,  Daniel  and  Emma.  In  the  spring  of 
1853  Mr.  Slj'der  determined  to  seek  the  western 
country,  and  while  changing  his  location,  changed 
his  occupation  also.  On  arriving  in  this  State  he 
located  upon  a  tract  of  land  near  the  town  of  Peru, 
whence  three  years  later  he  came  to  this  county  and 
purchased  200  acres  in  the  remote  northeastern 
part  of  Round  Grove  Township.  There  were  but 
few  improvements  in  the  township  at  that  period, 
and  his  own  land  was  essentially  in  its  jtrimitive 
condition.  He  located  his  family  in  a  board  house, 
and  under  great  difficulties  began  the  cultivation  of 
the  soil.  His  perseverance  and  resolution  soon  bore 
their  legitimate  fruit,  and  in  due  time  he  began  to 
realize  the  reward  of    his  labors.      As  his  family 
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grew  up  around  him  there  also  grew  up  on  the 
farm  one  improvement  after  another,  until  he  he- 
came  the  possessor  of  a  neat  and  substantial  resi- 
dence, a  commodious  barn  with  convenient  out- 
building-s,  a  goodlv  assortment  of  live  stock,  and  all 
the  other  accessories  of  the  modern  country  estate. 
In  18(i8  he  retired  from  the  laborious  duties  of  an 
.igriculturist  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Dwight,  of 
which  he  h.is  now  been  a  resident  twenty  years.  He 
has  been  remarkably  successful  as  an  auctioneer  and 
has  liad  an  experience  of  thirty-seven  years  at  this 
business. 

Ujiou  first  becoming  a  voter  Mr.  Slyder  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Democratic  party  and  sup- 
ported its  principles  until  the  election  of  James  Bu- 
chanan. In  1860  he  considered  that  he  had 
reason  to  change  his  opinions,  or  felt  that  his  party 
was  not  living  up  to  its  avowed  principles,  and 
joined  the  Republican  ranks.  In  religious  matters 
he  is  a  decided  Methodist. 

During  his  youth  Mr.  .S.  was  extrenu'l3-  anxious  to 
obtain  a  finished  education.  His  father,  however, 
met  with  sore  reverses,  and  the  son  yielding  to  his 
sense  of  duty  laid  aside  his  personal  plans  and 
wishes  and  bent  his  energies  to  assist  in  the  support 
of  the  family.  He  has,  however,  improved  his 
opportunities  for  reading,  and  has  a  good  knowledge 
of  general  business,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  suc- 
cessfuU}'  cope  with  the  various  questions  which 
arise  in  the  routine  of  daily  life. 

Mr.  .Slyder  has  been  quite  prominent  in  township 
affairs,  serving  as  Supervisor,  and  being  identified 
with  those  enterprises  inaugurated  for  the  general 
good  of  the  peoi)le.  His  duties  as  auctioneer  have 
brought  him  in  contact  with  most  of  the  residents 
of  Round  Grove  Townshi|)  and  vicinity,  by  whom 
he  is  generally  esteemed  as  a  useful  citizen  and  a 
vahifd  int-iiiljer  of  the  Ijusincss  conuuunity. 

^^^  AML'KI.  lIIG15i-;K,a  well-known  .•iiid  highly 
^^  re>|rt;cterl  re-ident  of  Reading  'i'ownsliip, 
Ijrt/Jl)  lias  a  fine  farm  of  210  acres  (jn  section  29, 
which  is  well  improved  "and  largely  de- 
voted to  the  rai.iing  of  grain.  He  has  been  especially 
succe».sful  in  his  labors,  wliidi  have  been  cari'ied  on 


with  good  judgment  and  system,  as  indicated  in  the 
neat  appearance  of  his  homestead,  about  which 
nothing  is  allowed  to  run  to  waste  or  any  work  ill 
done. 

This  gentleman  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light 
near  the  Atlantic  coast,  N.  J.,  April  6,  1827,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  and  Hannah  (Horn)  Higbee, 
natives  of  the  same  State,  the  former  born  in  178.5, 
and  the  latter  in  1799.  William  Higbee  departed 
this  life  at  his  home  Aug.  8,  1878,  and  his  wife, 
Hannah,  surviving  him  nine  years,  died  March  19, 
1887.  The  father  in  early  manhood  was  a  sailor  on 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  but  subsequently  took  up  his 
residence  on  terra  flrma  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1839,  accompanied  by  his  family  he  migrated  from 
New  Jersey  to  Ohio,  where  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers.  After  leaving  the  sea  he  had  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  doing  guard  duty  along  the  coast. 
His  wife  in  the  meantime,  together  with  many 
others,  fearing  an  attack  from  the  enemy,  took  her 
bedding  and  her  little  family,  and  fled  to  the  woods. 
The  British,  however,  failed  to  effect  a  landing,  and 
so  their  fears  proved  to  be  groundless.  In  those 
days,  however,  it  was  deemed  wise  to  use  every  pre- 
caution for  the  preservation  of  life  and  property. 

To  William  and  Hannah  Higbee  there  were  born 
the  following  children:  Phebe  Ann,  John,  Sarah 
Ann,  Mark,  William,  David,  Hannahettie,  Thomas, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Charles  H.,  James  and  Phebe  Ann. 
Samuel  Higbee  left  his  native  county,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-nine  years  was  married,.  Sept.  29, 
18.5(),  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Girard.  Her  parents  were 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  Girard.  The  father 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
the  Old  Dominion.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born 
in  March,  1795,  and  died  in  Ohio  in  April,  1877. 
Their  family  included  eight  children,  namely:  Lu- 
cinda,  who  was  married,  and  died  in  Ohio,  after 
reaching  middle  age,  and  becoming  the  mother  of 
eight  children;  Thomas  R.,  a  contractor  and  builder 
atSt.  Louis,  Mo.;  John  R.,  a  farmer  of  Ohio;  Ruth 
Eleanor,  wife  of  Haradton  Hedges,  of  Ohio,  and 
the  mother  of  eight  children;  James  W.,  who  died 
in  Virginia  after  reaching  his  twenty-first  birthday; 
Neman,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  Susan. 

Ml',  and  Mrs.  Higliee  after  their  marriage  located 
in  Livingston  Count3\     The  record  of   their  chil- 
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dren  is  as  follows:  The  eldest  daughter,  Maiy,  died 
shortly  after  her  birth;  Charles  Theodore  was  born 
July  18,  1858,  is  now  married,  has  a  family  and 
is  farming  in  this  county ;  Ettie  Jane  was  born  Jan. 
29,  1861,  and  is  the  wife  of  Harry  C.  George,  and 
the  mother  of  two  children;  they  are  carrying  on 
farming.  Edwin  S.  was  born  Oct.  16,  1863,  and  is 
connected  with  the  post-office  at  Aucona;  Samuel 
Leone  was  born  May  2,  1866;  Jessie  Mabel,  Oct. 
13,  1868;  Sarah  Luella.  May  14,  1871;  Anna  Bell, 
April  25,  1876.  The  younger  children,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Sarah  L..  are  home  with  their  parents. 
She  is  attending  school  in  Streator.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Higbee  are  prominently  connected  with  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject,  politically,  is 
a  Republican  and  a  Prohibitionist.  He  served,  on 
the  Village  Board  of  Trustees  six  years,  and  also  as 
School  Director  and  Pathmaster  several  terms. 

— *>^ .e>*o.-@JA>,A^..o*o.. -V-- 

JOHN  NEWTON  CAMPBELL  owns  133 
acres  of  good  land  on  section  25,  Newtown 
Township,  where  he  controls  about  213 
acres.  As  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  a  breeder 
of  good  cattle  and  horses  he  has  distinguished  him- 
self in  a  highly  creditable  manner.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  about  sixteen  years'  residence  in  Indiana, 
he  has  lived  in  this  locality,  his  birthplace  being 
near  his  present  residence,  where  he  first  opened  his 
eyes  to  the  light  May  5,  1866.  For  a  man  of  his 
years  he  has  a  good  start  in  life,  and  in  addition  to 
being  regarded  as  a  skillful  agriculturist,  is  also  one 
of  Newtown  Township's  best  citizens. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Spinning)  Campbell,  the  former  born  iu  Preble 
Count}',  Ohio,  in  1822.  His  father,  Joseph  Camp- 
bell, was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  of  pure  Scotch 
ancestrj'.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  Walker,  a  Ken- 
tucky lady,  and  not  long  afterward  they  left  the 
Blue  Grass  regions  for  Ohio,  whence  the}'  removed 
to  Indiana,  where  the  wife  and  mother  died.  The 
remaining  members  of  the  family  subsequently  came 
to  Illinois,  where  the  eldest  son,  John,  is  a  resident 
of  Esmen  Towniship  and  is  represented  in  another 
I't  of  this  work.  Samuel,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  the  second  child,  and  Melinda  is  the  wife 


!pari 
ject 


of  Edward  Spinning,  of  Kansas;  Andrew  left  home 
when  about  nineteen  years  old  and  went  to  Cali- 
fornia with  a  company  twenty-five  years  ago,  since 
which  time  he  has  not  been  heard  from  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  died  ;  Joseph  died  iu  1857,  in  this 
State. 

Samuel  Campbell  wms  reiired  to  manhood  in 
Indiana,  and  married  there  in  1850.  Six  years 
later  he  came  to  Illinois,  but  returned  to  Indiana 
after  eighteen  months  and  remained  until  1867.  He 
then  came  to  Livingston  Count}',  locating  in  New- 
town Township,  where  he  continued  four  ye.ars. 
Thence  he  returned  to  Indiana,  where  he  became 
the  owner  of  380  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  since 
resided.  He  is  a  prominent  and  lilieral-minded  cit- 
izen, and  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Jefferson,  Sarah,  Andrew, 
John  N.,  Rosanna,  Hettie,  Ulysses  Grant,  Frank, 
Eve,  James,  Custer,  Emma  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy.  Jefferson  is  connected  with  the  State  Re- 
form School  at  Pontiac ;  Sarah  became  the  wife  of 
William  Miller,  and  died  in  Indi.ana  in  1873  ;  Andrew 
is  married  and  lives  near  his  father;  Rosanna  is  the 
wife  of  John  Board,  of  Stone  Bluff,  Ind. ;  Hettie  was 
paralyzed  in  her  lower  limbs  when  three  years  old 
and  has  since  been  a  cripple ;  Ulysses  Grant,  Frank, 
Eve,  James,  Custer  and  Emma  are  at  home  with 
their  parents. 

Our  subject  continued  under  the  home  roof  until 
after  reaching  his  majority,  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  was  then  ready 
to  commence  in  life  for  himself.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried, Sept.  25,  1878,  to  Miss  Marietta  Reed,  who 
was  born  in  Fountain  County,  Ind.,  in  1858,  and 
died  of  typhoid  fever  at  her  home  in  Newtown 
Township,  Nov.  7,  1878.  Mr.  Campbell  was  sub- 
sequently married  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Hoobler)  Cusick. 
The  first  husband  of  Mrs.  Campbell,  Clark  Cusick  by 
name,  was  suffocated  by  foul  air  in  a  well  in  Sep- 
tember, 1877.  Mrs.  Campbell  is  a  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Frances  Hoobler,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; her  father  now  lives  in  Newtown  Township. 
Of  this  union  there  have  been  born  two  children — 
Irma,  March  15, 1882,  and  Samuel  .L,  June  27, 1885. 

When  Samuel  Campbell  first  came  to  Illinois,  in 
1853,  he  entered  a  tract  of  land  in  Newtown  Town- 
ship for  his  father,  Joseph  Campbell,  a  portion  of    i  t 
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which  has  remained  in  possession  of  the  family  for 
over  thirt3-  3-eare.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will 
not  be  transferred  for  many  generations  to  come,  as 
there  is  nothing  which  confers  more  dignity  upon  a 
family  or  member  of  a  family  than  to  hold  its  pos- 
sessions and  keej)  up  the  property  as  this  farm  has 
been  kept  up.  The  buildings  are  substantial  and 
in  good  order,  and  the  entire  estate  reflects  credit 
upon  those  who  have  brought  it  to  its  present  state 
of  i>erfeclion. 


I^UGENE  F.  1).  -lOHXSON,  a  farmer  by  oc- 
l^  cui>ation.  but  at  present  working  for  Walton 
jiLisif  Bros.,  of  Fairbur}-,  is  a  sou  of  Hon.  AmosM. 
and  Melissa  H.  Johnson,  a  short  sketch  of  whom 
may  be  found  in  this  woi'k. 

Eugene  Johnson  was  born  in  ^'ernlOllt,  Fulton 
Co..  111.,  Oct.  19.  184-t.  He  lived  there  until  1859, 
during  which  time  nothing  eventful  occurred  in  his 
life,  except  an  occasional -'licking"  for  running  avvay 
from  school.  AVe  next  hear  of  him  working  in  the 
American  Pottery  at  Peoria,  becoming  very  pro- 
ficient, and  bossing  the  ••bo3's"  around  with  an  air 
of  authoritj'.  After  nine  j'ears  he  went  to  Memphis, 
Teini.,  and  assumed  connnand  of  a  steamboat  his 
father  owned,  and  ran  the  same  up  Red  River.  Af- 
ter several  trips  between  Shrcveijort  and  Jefferson 
fit}',  Capt.  Johnson  loaded  his  boat  with  cotton  for 
New  Orleans,  receiving|2.5  aliale.  Lauding  safely 
in  New  Orleans,  he  sold  the  l)oat  for  $1,000,  and  he 
and  his  brother  Lew,  who  was  cashier  on  the  boat, 
went  back  to  Peoria,  111. 

In  1864  our  subject  went  to  Osceola,  Ark.,  to 
engage  in  the  raising  of  cotton  in  partnership  with 
his  father.  In  1868  the  levees  broke,  and  their 
crop  W.MS  entirely  dcstro^'ed,  and  our  subject  con- 
cluded he  had  had  enough  of  Arkansas.  His  brother 
Lew  had  i)receded  him  t")  Chariton  Countj-,  Mo., 
and  rented  a  .OOO-acre  farm,  and  Eugene,  with  his 
miile>  and  wajroiis  and  a  few  faithful  negroes,  went 
anfl  tof>k  possession  of  it.  We  cannot  take  time  to 
tell  of  the  glorious  "licking"  he  got  by  the  deck 
hand.t  while  on  his  trip  North,  for  letting  his  dog 
run  into  their  dinner  pans;  suflice  it  to  say,  it  wjis 
a  good  one,  and   he  will  never  forget  it.     He  ar- 


rived in  Chariton  County  badly  bruised  and  used 
up,  but  alive,  and  before  the  crop  was  gathered, 
heard  of  his  father's  assassination  (see  biographj' 
in  this  Album).  His  backing  was  gone,  and  all  he 
could  do  was  to  labor  on  for  the  support  of  the 
famih'.  A  year  later  he  went  back  to  Vermont 
with  his  mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  and  located  on 
a  farm  which  he  and  his  brother  Lew  purchased. 
Later  Eugene  sold  his  interest  to  his  brother. 

In  1872  Eugene  Johnson  and  Miss  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Theod.-ite  Fowler,  were  united  in 
marriage.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union. 
Mr.  Johnson,  after  an  experience  of  two  years  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Chicago,  in  the  employ  of 
Johnson  <fe  Stover,  moved  to  Cimarron,  Kan.,  and 
there  his  wife  died,  and  was  buried.  Sending  his 
children  back  to  Vermont,  he  wandered  around  over 
Colorado,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Nebraska  and 
Iowa,  and  we  next  hear  of  him  in  Fulton  County, 
111.,  again. 

On  coming  to  this  couut3%  Mr.  Johnson  was  out 
of  means,  "dead  broke,"  and  having  no  rich  rela- 
tives who  were  disposed  to  aid  him,  worked  at 
whatever  his  hands  could  find  to  do.  Later  he 
went  to  Logan  County,  this  State.  There  he  ob- 
tained a  position  as  custodian  of  a  grain  elevator, 
and  held  the  position  for  four  years.  In  the  mean- 
time he  was  married  again.  The  latter  union  has 
been  productive  of  four  children,  two  pair  of  twins. 
In  1887  Mr.  Johnson  came  back  to  this  county,  and 
engaged  working  with  Walton  Bros.,  of  Fairburj', 
with  whom  he  is  still  interested.  He  is  a  hard- 
working man,  and  altliough  adversity  has  checked 
his  onward  progress  to  prominence  and  wealth,  he 
will  live  in  the  memory  of  those  who  know  hfs  real 
worth  !is  long  as  life  shall  last.  •*> 


l(-^->  R.  WALLACE,  the  Judge  of  the  County 
lUi^  Court,  and  a  resident  of  Pontiac,  was  born 
in  Belmont  Count3-,  Ohio,  March  13,  1835. 
te'  He  is  a  son  of  David  and  Frances  Ross, 
who  were  natives  of  Ohio  and  Peniisylviiuia  respect- 
ively. He  was  reared  to  a  farmer's  life  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old,  receiving  at  the  same  time  a  good 
education.     At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  entered  the 
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Madison  College  of  Ohio,  where  he  remained  two 
3'ears,  anil  then  attended  the  Monmouth  College  in 
this  State,  from  which  he  graduated  in  18G1.  Later 
he  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  the  same  col- 
lege. In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  74th  Ohio  Infantry, 
and  remained  in  the  service  until  1866.  He  entered 
the  army  as  a  pi'ivate  and  was  mustered  out  as 
Captain.  The  regiment  to  which  he  belonged  was 
a  part  of  the  14th  Army  Corps,  and  he  participated 
in  nearly  all  the  battles  of  that  division,  from  the 
capture  of  Nashville  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

After  returning  from  the  front,  Mr.  Wallace  lo- 
cated at  Ottawa,  LaSalle  County,  where  he  resumed 
the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
April,  1867,  at  that  place.  Going  to  Chatsworth, 
Livingston  Countj',  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  continued  there  until  April.  1874. 
He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  County  Court  in  1873, 
and  took  up  his  residence  at  Pontiac.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  ofHce  in  1877,  1882  and  1H8(>. 
He  was  married  in  1867  to  Miss  Louisa  Strawn,  a 
native  of  LaSalle  County,  111.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Isaiah  and  Elizabeth  (Champlain)  Strawn,  natives  of 
Ohio  and  Connecticut  respectively.  They  are  the 
parents  of  four  children.  Judge  Wallace  is  the 
commander  of  G.  A.  R.  Post  No.  105. 

WjILLIAM  R.  MARVIN,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  .Supervisors  of  Livingston  County, 
and  a  representative  citizen  of  Eminglon 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Rensselaer  Conntj',  N.  Y. 
He  was  born  Oct.  20,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter 
D.  and  Julia  A.  (Smith)  Marvin,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  coimty,  and  received  a  good  ed- 
ue^fcn  in  the  common  school.  On  the  21st  of 
April,  1862,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emma  J.  Mosher,  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  N. 
Y.  Thej-  were  the  parents  of  four  children.  In 
1864  he  came  AVest  with  his  familj",  and  located  in 
Kane  County,  111.,  where  he  made  his  residence 
until  1868,  at  which  time  he  came  to  this  county 
and  settled  on  section  19,  in  Broughton  Township, 
'  where  he  at  jireseut  lives.     Ilis  wife  died  here  Dec. 


17,  1883,  and  realizing  that  it  was  not  well  for  man 
to  live  alone,  he  again  entered  the  marriage  state 
Oct.  14,  1886.  His  choice  was  Miss  Sarah  E.  Stuff, 
a  daughter  of  Adam  and  Wilhelmina  Stuff. 

Politically,  Mr.  Marvin  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
held  several  important  offices  of  trust  in  the  town- 
ship and  county.  He  has  served  as  Clerk  of 
Broughton  Township  and  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  is  a  memljer  of  the  Milage  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Emington.  He  was  first  elected  Supervisor  in 
April,  1871,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  year, 
has  continued  in  that  office  to  the  i)resent  time. 


P'^s^,  INEFIELD  BROS,  carry  on  a  general  bl.ack- 
M  smith  and  horse-shoeing  business  in  the 
town  of  Odell.  These  enterprising  young 
men  took  charge  of  this  business  some  five  years 
ago,  as  successors  to  their  father,  whose  history  ap- 
pears in  this  work. 

Frank  Fineficld,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
was  born  in  Kendall  County,  111.,  May  11,  lSi'>6, 
and  was  four  years  of  age  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Odell.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  this  locality,  and  while  a  boy  spent  a  large 
portion  of  his  time  when  not  in  school  in  his 
father's  shop,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  took 
up  the  business  regularly,  and  followed  it  until  he 
was  twenty -three  years  of  age.  He  then  went  West 
and  settled  in  Salina  County,  Neb.,  at  the  town  of 
Dorchester,  where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Barslow.  He  remained  there 
two  years  and  then  returned  to  OdcU,  to  take  charge 
of  the  business  he  is  now  conducting.  Nov.  16, 
1883,  he  married  Helen  I.  Woodbury,  who  was  born 
near  Palatine,  111.,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George 
and  Anna  (Puffer)  Woodbury,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  George  L.,  who  was  born  Aug.  2,  1884. 
Fred  Finetield,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm,  is 
a  n.ative  of  Odell,  and  made  his  appearance  on  the 
l,tage  of  life  Aug.  17,  1862.  He  was  the  sixth 
child  of  the  family  born  to  his  father,  Charles  Fine- 
tield. June  28,  1883,  he  entered  into  a  matrimonia 
alliance  with  Caroline  Erschen,  who  was  born  near 
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St.  Charles.  Mo.,  Nov.  28,  1862.  She  is  the  third 
child  in  a  family  of  nine  born  to  Mathias  and  Caro- 
line Erschen.  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ger- 
manj-,  and  who  had  come  to  America  prior  to  1862. 
Fred  entered  upon  his  present  business  at  the  same 
time  as  his  elder  brother,  the  partnership  being 
fonned  .as  above  sUited.  Since  that  lime  their  lives' 
have  run  parallel.  Each  of  the  brothers  is  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  neat  cottage  home.  Fred  Finefield  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children 
— Frank  E..  Bertha  and  Albert  M.,  all  of  whom  are 
livinir.  The  brothers  are  not  active  in  polities,  but 
vote  with  the  Republican  part^'. 


^,  ACK  LEONARD,  who  raulis  among  the 
well-to-do  farmers  of  Brougliton  Townshi]), 
was  in  his  early  j-ears  a  "  Lancashire  lad, '" 
and  was  born  Ma}'  12,  1833.  His  parents 
were  William  and  Mary  (Chadwick)  liCOnard,  the 
former  a  Scottish  Highlander  bj-  birth,  and  the 
mother  a  native  of  England.  The  latter  spent  her 
entire  life  on  her  native.soil, and  died  in  Lancashire; 
the  father  is  still  living  and  continues  in  England. 
Our  subject  spent  his  childhood  and  j'outh  amid 
the  quiet  scenes  of  country  life  in  his  native  county, 
and  received  a  common-school  education.  Upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  resolved  to  change  his  lo- 
cation, and  embarking  on  an  ocean  steamer  at  Liver- 
pool bound  for  New  York  City,  at  the  end  of 
thirteen  days  he  set  toot  upon  American  soil  in  the 
great  metropolis,  and  thence  proceeded  directly  to 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  he  worked 
about  a  year  as  a  farm  laborer.  Thence  he  migrated 
to  Kendall  County,  this  .State,  and  continued  .it  the 
same  employment  until  the  spring  of  1866,  when 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Livingston  County,  and 
not  long  afterwai'd  located  upon  his  present  farm. 
.Some  time  previously  he  had  formed  the  acquaint- 


nce  of  Miss  Charlotte  Deveraux,  and  they  were 
united  in  marriage  ,it  the  home  of  the  bride  in  Sul- 
liv.-m  on  the  10th  of  July,  1866. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Oswego  County, 
N.  v..  Feb.  3,  1847.  and  is  the  daughter  of  Ezra  and 
Marj'  A.  Deveraux,  n.itives  respectively  of  New 
York  State  and  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Leonard  located  in  a  modest  home  soon  after 
their  marri.age,  and  in  due  time  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  of  whom  the  record  is  as  follows: 
Mary  E.  was  born  May  24,  1867;  Hettie,  Sept.  9, 
1870;  Edward,  Dec.  13,  1871;  Walter,  Aug.  30, 
1873;  Mitchell,  March  10, 1877;  Lucy,  Sept.  4,  1878; 
Gustus  and  Gussie,  June  7,  1884;  these  are  all  liv- 
ing and  at  home  with  their  parents.  Nellie  and 
Lemuel  died  at  the  ages  of  five  and  two  ye.irs  re- 
spectivelj'. 

The  Leonard  homestead  occupies  a  quarter  of 
section  32,  and  has  about  it  an  air  of  comfort  and 
plenty  which  invariably  attracts  the  eye  of  the 
passer-by.  Our  subject,  during  his  twenty  years' 
residence  in  this  county,  h.ns  made  many  friends, 
and  is  regarded  .as  a  useful  and  enterprising  citizen. 
He  has  never  been  afraid  of  honest  laljor,  and  takes 
satisfaction  in  the  reflection  that  his  property  is  the 
result  of  his  own  unaided  industry ,'as  he  commenced 
in  life  a  poor  man  and  was  willing  to  labor  and  to 
wait  for  the  result  which  inevitably  follows  a  course 
of  perseverance  with  honest  intentions.  Mr.  Leon- 
ard politically  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  a  mem- 
ber in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Although  frequently  solicited  to  accept 
local  iiffices  he  has  invariably  declined,  believing 
that  he  could  serve  the  people  around  him  fully  as 
effectually  in  a  more  quiet  and  unostentatious  man- 
ner. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Leonard  had  five  children, 
namely:  James  E.,  William  D.,  Lucinda,  Byron 
and  Charlotte.  The  mother  died  at  her  home  in 
Sullivan,  Sept.  8,  1877;  the  father  is  still  living  in 
Nebraska. 
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